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1. INTRODUCTION: PRESENTATION OF THE THESIS

The concept of "modernization” includes social, technological and
intellectual changes which have taken place in society from the end of the 17th

century until the present time.

1. Social Change - A term used in modern sociology to depict the crystallization
process of the modern social, cultural, and economic order. In this context, a
modern society is to be defined as one which contains an extensive allocation
of functions, urbanization, literacy, and exposure to mass processes.

2. Technological-Industrial Change - The adjustment of various economic,
industrial, and labor-related factors to the New Era and related innovative
trends, thereby involving revolution and change in the fields of science and

technology.

3. Intellectual Change - The preference of empirical, rational, critical, and
independent thought (Kennett: " Dare to think" ) over conservative
consideration.

This process refers to the justification of bold and innovative thinking,
and leads naturally to the key terms of "Change" and "Freedom of Choice" (as
referred to in the thesis as the characteristics of modernization.) The related
discussion will be further expanded at a later stage. There follows the creation
of a profound experience, characterized by change and variation. A new era is
conceived, which is profoundly affected by change. This new era takes great
pride in the pursuance of (and pursuance Ly) its choice of senses. 1

The process of change is drastic. It entails innovative structures and
values as well as new constructions. It sweeps in a new way of life and
alternate ways of thinking, new proiessions and functions, change of residence
and modified political movements, as well as cultural and ideological
transition. At the same time, we witness the creation of new sources of conflict,

competition, and social stratfication.

IEliezer Schweid, Judaism ard the Secular Culture - Chapter s for the Study of Jewish Thought
in the Twentieth Century_(Te!Aviv: HaKibbutz HaMeuhad, 1981), p. 5 (In Hebrew)




In the first section of this thesis, [ will endeavor to prove that a society
undergoing processes of modernization must inevitably experience change.
Moreover, this is a fundamental change which affects the very foundations of
society. Structures, cultrure and personalities react and respond to this
fundamental change.?

Parallel to this fundamental change and to the transformation of form,
free choice emerges as a crucial element. The individual finds himself in a
situation where he faces a wide range of alternatives. Modern man thinks in
terms of free choice. Peter Berger maintains that Choice is an expression of the
modernization process. Choice provides the answer to the query, "Who am 1?
Identity is not self-evident. It lends itself to free choice, just as the adoption of
one's set of beliefs becomes a question of personal preference.?

European culture underwent a modernization process which 1 shall
describe in detail in the body of the thesis. This resulted in the opening of
European society to the Jewish people from the time of the Emancipation, and
presented the Jewish Faith and Law with tremendous challenge. Barriers
isolating the Jewish ghetto from the outside world had been knocked down.
The mcdernization process affecting both the European and Jewish societies
brought about an encounter of the two cultures. The encounter of these
cultures compressed a variety of ideas into a relatively short period and
effectively annihilated the barriers of separation which had heretofore existed
between the Jewish culture (involved in its own internal formation) and the
process of modernization taking place in Europe. This resulted in an
accelerated and extensive process of modification in both the structure of
Jewish society and its religious institutions. Consequently, religious leaders
and institutions were forced to respond.

On the simplistic level, religion must relate to modernization from a
technological point of view. However, this response must inevitably transcend
man's technological progress and increased scientific knowledge. There

2Calvin Goldscheider and S. Alon Zuckerman, The Transformation of the Jews, (Chicago and
London: University of Chicago Press, 1984) pp. 5-6
3Peter Berger, The Heretical Imperative,(New York: Anchor Press, 1979), pp. 11-26




emerges a struggle regarding religious outlook and Jewish Law (especially
customs and traditions), as well as a re-evaluation of Judaism, past and present
This is the response of changing religious institutions, of modified views, of
religious figures undergoing variation, vis a vis the process of change which

they are experiencing.

All religious institutions in Europe underwent this process. Peter Berger
provides an excellent description of the fragmentation process experienced by
Christianity upon encountering modernization.4

Religious belief must have relevance as a guide to life. Man can not
adhere to religious beliefs incapable of serving as relevant guides to life, here

and now.

Since the conception of the Modern Era, each of the principal religions
has been forced to face a crisis. Each of them - in its own way - made a point of
confronting modernity (and its accomplice, secularism) with crisis. This crisis
related to the ability of principles of faith to serve as a modern guide to life.

The 19th century was a period of outstanding religious creativity;
religions were forced either to adapt to modern concepts or simply fade away.5

The drastic change caused considerable damage to traditional Judaism.
In his book, The Jewish Religion during the Era of Emancipation, Max Weiner
depicts the crisis undegone by Judaism during that time. He notes that, "All of
Judaism's religious and spiritual history since the crisis - assumed the form of a
new construction, or the restoration of ruins after a collapse. This was not a
direct continuation, but rather a new creation resulting from the selection of
various possibilities embodied in the old system, while adapting them to a new
reality."6

4bid.
Sibid.
6Max Weiner, The Jewish Religion During the Era of the Emancipation, (Jerusalem: Mosad

Bialik, 1974), p.55 (in Hebrew)



Pre-modern Judaism did not require any specific terminology as it
reflected normative religious Judaism. However, in the course of the
modernization process - which signalled the onset of the Period of
Enlightenment, Emancipation and reform in the Jewish religion - alternative
religious outlooks and movements were conceived. These alternatives led to
the ability to choose various options within the traditional religious

framework. (I have excluded the Reform and Conservative Movements from
this thesis. Although their emergence was a natural consequence of the
modernization process, these movements were fully conscious of the changes
they generated. In this thesis, I have chosen to concentrate on the group which
defined itself as the continuation of traditional Judaism, without introducing
change.)

Traditional Jewish culture, which heretofore had not known diverse
designations, became fragmented and emerged with a multitude of
classsifications.

I intend to examine and compare the teachings of three central figures
whose thoughts reflect different streams in Judaism. These schools of thought
influenced the manner in which Judaism crossed the threshold of
modernization and adjusted within.

Each of these three figures outlined the way he thought Judaism must
react in a crisis. On varying levels, each grasped that the crisis faced by
Judaism at that time was differeni than all previous crises, thus necessitating
re-organization. But re-organization is synonymous with change. The latter
was inevitably judged undesirable during a period of general fluctuation. As
an historically traditional religion, Judaism always strove towards the
empbhasis of conservatively traditional principles. Consequently, there emerges
an internal struggle between re-organization on the one hand, and supposedlly
unchanged, traditional trappings on the other.

One school of thought is that of Rabbi Moshe Sofer, known as the
"Hatam Sofer", whose views represent separation and segregation from the
modernization process. He calls for the re-organization of traditionally
observant Jews in the face of non-observant Jews and the secular, non-Jewish



culture. However, the Hatam Sofer was not prepared to admit that this process
of re-organization (which was intended to protect traditionalism) might
necessitate profound change in religious outlook regarding many ~sues. I
shall refer to this outlook as "Segregated Orthodoxy", a form of Orthodoxy
which strove not only to set up barriers 1 tween Jews and non-Jews, but also
between one Jew and another. We witness a desire to separate religious Jewish
culture from non-religious Jewish culture, in the .ame way that Jewish culture
had previously been isolated from non-Jewish culture.

The ramifications of this view are clear - the setting up of artificial
barriers (to replace the ghetto walls) represents a complete and total rejection
of modernization, while disregarding the fact that the very processes of the

latter had ignited this outlook.

The second response is represented by Rabbi Shimshon Raphael Hirsch
in his theory proclaiming "Torah and Derech Eretz" (i.e., the individual's role
in communal life), and a new educational system. This attitude took a
relatively positive stance toward modernity, insofar as it benefitted the
diaspora Jew and was controlled. This school of thousht does not prescribe to
accepting modernization as a whole. Rabbi Hirsch refers to the filtering,
categorization and classification of the various components of modernization,
while adapting some of them to Judaism (and at tiile same time, Judaism would
consciously or subconsciously adapt itself to modernization). The sifting and
categorization process would serve to reject all those components which were
adverse to Jewish values. For this reason, I have chosen to call this stream
"Filtering and Categorizing Orthodoxy" throughout the thesis. The term "Neo-
Crthodoxy", usually used to refer to this school of thought, is no longer
adequate today with the subsequent development of a newer stream
combining Zionism and Judaism. Moreover, the term loses its meaning if one
considers that the entire concept of Orthodoxy is new. "Neo-Orthodoxy" is
roughly parallel to what I refer to as "Filtering and Categorizing Orthodoxy".
This term suitably describes the encounter of this theory with modernization.

The third response was formulated by Rabbi Abraham Yitzhak Hacohen
Kook. He regarded modernization in a positive light, as a basis for religious
sublimation. The swallowing up of modernization within religion represents



yet another level of Judaism's rcligivus development.. Rabbi Kook represents
an outlook which attempts to grapple with one of the components of
modernization - the new Jewish nationalism; i.e. Zionism. The cooperation of
this movement with national, non-traditional Zionism (in anticipation of a
better future) has led me to coin the term "Struggling Orthodoxy" This is a

form of Orthodoxy which is prepared to compromise temporarily, trom a
position of weakness, in anticipation of a golden opportunity which will enable
it to regroup and expand.

Therefore, my choice of these three figures derives from several
considerations;

1. Firstly, (as I have already noted), these men were philosphers whose ideals
begot movements which were based on their schools of thought. (It is
important to note that correlation does not aiways exist between the
philosophical leader's theories and the ideological movement.)

2. Secondly, there is the factor of time, the era. These three figures lived
during different stages of the modernization period;

The Hatam Sofer - from the end of the 18th century throughout the first third of
the 19th century (1762-1839); Rabbi Shimshon Raphael Hirsch - during the 19th
century (1865-1935); and Rabbi Kook - at the beginning of the 20th century
(1865-1935).

Their lives represent different milestones in the procession of modernization.

3. Thirdly, there is the geographical factor. As these three figures came from
dissimilar geographical areas, they can be viewed as representing different
cultural backgrounds. Due to disparate locations and geographical distance
there were slight variations in the sets of behavioral norms, values, beliefs and
symbols. There arises a fascinating question: to what extent was the Hatam
Sofer acquainted with the philosophy of the young German Rabkt:, Shimshon
Raphael Hirsch? Had the Hatam Sofer read the 18 epistles written by Hirsch?
Z. Schechnovitz collected a book of stories about the Hatam Sofer. According
to one of the stories, the Hatam Sofer did indeed peruse the 18 epistles towards
the end of his days and rejected them as inappropriate for Hungary.
Schechnovitz quotes the Hatam Sofer as saying, "All of this is inappropriate for



us. We do not wish to produce a character like Benjamin, as long as he has not
yet appeared among us, thank God. [ would not consent to disseminating
these writings in our 'yeshivot'. This booklet should be distributed among all
those young people within the borders of Ashkenaz (Germany) who peruse
German and philosophy for their pleasure. They, who have abandoned their
faith because of philosophy, will be made to understand that the perusal of
philosophy can also serve to lead the way to faith..."”

“Rabbi Hirsch is an ally on another front. There is more than enough work for
all of us. We are the guardians of the Lord. Others, among them the young
rabbi, who are familiar with enemy tactics and style, will breach their
defenses, attack them using their own tongue and even take prisoners among
them."8

To summarize, Schechnovitz maintains that the Hatam Sofer wrote the
following to his friends about the ideology of Shimshon Raphael Hirsch: "That
which brings happiness and knowledge over there could bring a curse upon
us. It would be unseemly for people to say that the Rabbi from Pressburg
speaks halfheartedly or inconsistently; he purifies there that which he taints
here."? Admittedly, stories and rumors cannot serve as scientific evidence.
However, the story's literary and sociological background serves to strengthen
my case - that responses to modernization vary according to geographical
location and the time period. A response which is appropriate for one place, is
not necessarily suitable for another.

Proof of this claim lies in the failure of Rabbi Azriel Hildesheimer in
Hungary. Professor Ezekiel Kutscher maintains that Rabbi Hirsch met with
success only because of the special conditions which existed within German
Jewry at that time. He claims that Rabbi Hildsheimer failed because the theory
of "Torah and Derech Eretz" was not suitable for East European Jewry. It could
only flourish in Germany, where the conditions were ripe.%

7Z.Schechnowitz, A Light from the West - A Story from the Life of the Hatam Sofer (Tel Aviv,
Netzach, 1957), p. 202 (in Hebrew)

81bid., p. 202

Ibid., p. 203

9a Prof. Ezekiel Kutscher, " Success and Failure in the Method of Torah and Derech Eretz ' in

the Land of Israel”, from Rabbi Shimshon Raphael Hirsch - His Qutlook and Method (ed.
Yonah Emanuel), (Jerusalem and New York: Feldheim Books), p. 235. (in Hebrew) (Also, see

chapter 10 below, pp. 109-110, and clause 66.)




4. Fourthly, one must consider the importance of these three figures. These
three philosphers were central figures in their respective periods. They
fundamentally prove the general thesis that modernization profoundly affected
religion. In this case, religion is represented by these figures, who aroused
various responses to their theories (and to the relevant ideological movements),
as well as to the disparity between the various outlooks. Each of the three
relates to the vital issues of his time. In this, they are no different than any
other Jewish philosopher. The difference lies in the frequenc; and severity of
the problems to be faced. The crises and problems which Judaism was forced
to face in its confrontation with modernity were far more severe, and they
arose simultaneously, while in the past each problem coulad be faced
separately. Modernization ignited many crises and demanded an immediate
response, in keeping with the former's rapid development. The intensified
modernization process resulted in the inmediate mushrooming of other
conflicts, even though previous crises had yet to be solved.

In the history of Jewish culture, conflict between various outlooks and
movements often related to three central issues clearly defined in Ephraim
Shmueli's book, "The Seven Cultures of Israel"19:

A) Conflict between Nationalism_(nationalist religion) and Humanism

(universal religion)

This first conflict lies between universalism and particularism. It relates to the

conflict between isolationism and segregation on the one hand, and
expansionism of Jewish religious values on the other, so that the whole world
may enjoy Jewish spiritualism.

Alexander Guttman, The Struggle Over Reform in Rabbinic Literature, (New York and
Jerusalem: World Union for Progressive Judaism, 1977), pp. 289-291.
and

Mordecai Eliav, "Rabbi Hildesheimer and his Impact on Hunganan Jewry", Zion, 27 (1962),
pp- 59-86. (in Hebrew).

Most recent:

Michael K. Silber, "The Emergence of Ultra-Orthodoxy", "The Invention of a Tradition” in The
Uses of Tradition _(ed. Jack Wertheimer) (Cambridge, Massachusetts and London: Harvard
University Press), pp. 23-84.
10Ephraim Shmueli, Seven Cultures of Israel - A Renewed View of Judaism and its History ,
(Jerusalem: Yahdav, 1980), pp. 189-190. (in Hebrew)




B.) Conflict between the Jewish Individual and th eJewish People as a Whole
The second source of conflict lies between the Jewish individual and the Jewish
People. Should the principle of "All of Israel are responsible for each other” be
adhered to even in the face of splinter factions like the Karaites or the
Sabbateans? When should such factions be outcast? When are they to be
absorbed into Judaism, as was the case with Hassidism? At what point is this

golden rule no longer valid?

C) Conflict between Vision and Reality

This conflict relates to elements of Jewish culture: the land, language, religion
and state. This is the contrast between the dreary reality of everyday life in
Israel or the diaspora, as opposed to the hopes for a better future, a veritable
utopia. It is the disparity between man-led redemption and divine
redemption; the difference between taking the initiative with God's blessing
and passive anticipation of a divine act. In symbolic terms, one might draw a
similar comparision between the Exodus from Egypt and the Return to Zion.

This three sided conflict has existed throughout the history of the Jewish
religion and has always presented religious leaders with great challenge.
Throughout the centuries, our rabbinical leaders have found the means to
overcome each and every obstacle, in accordance with the time period. There
are times when national-religious inclinations prevail (Kings, Ezra, Nehemia).
At other times we witness the prevalence of the universal-religion (Prophets).
Sometimes the vision prevails, at other times - reality. Methods were found to
spurn dissension against the prevalent stream and to preserve a single and
uniform outlook faithful to the past.

In my opinion, the modernization process - and the fundamental
upheaval it brought in its wake - aroused these queries with increased
frequency and intensity. The previous frameworks had been shattered and
discarded. Judaism was called upon to regroup urgently, so that it might
respond to the crisis. This urgency also derived from the individual's new-
founded opportunities to either live his life completely outside of the Jewish
religion, or to live as a Jew without any religious trappings.



By formulating comprehensive religious outlooks, these three figures
attempted to rise to the occasion, defuse the conflict and provide solutions. In
their theories, they emphasize different values within a different order of

For example, when relating to the second issue (of the relationship

between the individual and the Jewish People), we witness an apparent
dispute between the Hatam Sofer (supported with reservations by Rabbi
Hirsch) and Rabbi Kook. The former favor isolationism while the latter calls
for proximity. With regards to the first issue (of national religion as opposed to
universal religion), we discover a dispute between Rabbi Hirsch and the
Hatam Sofer. The former adheres to the universal, prophetic dissemination of
Judaism while the latter calls for barriers and localism. Rabbi Kook regards
religious nationalism as the starting point for becoming "A Light unto the
Nations".

Heretofore, the Hatam Sofer and Rabbi Kook have taken defferent views
However, on one issue they would probabllly have concurred - the centrality of
Eretz Yisrael (the Land of Israel). Although no one would refute the great love
Rabbi Hirsch had for the Land of Israel and its sanctity, it is clear that he did
not feel that this issue warranted the top priority.

This primary and general division reflects the problems faced by
Judaism at the time. Out of the interwoven pattern of questions and answers,
these philosophers chose to weave a new tapestry, each accordng to his
individual religious outlook. Each philosopher or leader has his own set of
priorities. The severity of the crisis intensified when the mechanism of forming
an opinion is lost, while repudiation or intentional disregard of variant
opinions prevails.

As previously noted, modernization introduces the opportunity of free
choice. An attempt is made to provide alternatives, without uprooting
Judaism. Consequently, we witness the formation of three separate
movements, each of which represents a different facet of Judaism. This
interwoven pattern, created with the aim of providing solutions, must be
regareded as a new tapestry which had not existed previously (although each
component of the pattern had been discussed by the sages over the centuries).

10



This formation must be regarded as a new structure; the individual may now
choose between alternatives within the new structures (i.e. Judaism) or outside
of these structures (within the framework of the general, external culture).
However, none of these alternatives detracts from the individual's worth as a

Jew.

Thus, the thesis will focus on modernization as the impetus of complete
change in the Jewish values and as the tool which provided freedom of choice.
The latter had a crucial impact on the Jewish religion.

The philosopher himself maneuvers between the various alternatives,
formulating his views. The final product is not a direct continuation of that
which has come before, although there are those who would claim that this is
indeed the case, as all the components are derived from the past. However,
their amalgamation into one system, with varying points of emphasis, is the
element which represents the greatest change. The individual within the
traditional religious framework is also given the choice of various options and
outlooks. He can affiliate himself with any of these schools of thought without
feeling that he has detracted from his Jewishness. This factor may be regarded
as having the greatest impact on the traditional-religious concept in Judaism.
The thesis will strive to prove this statement from the point of view of the
Hatam Sofer, Rabbi Shimshon Raphael Hirsch and Rabbi Avraham Yitzhak
Hacohen Kook.

11
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