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o - ISLAM - , ‘
The Formative Background of Bangladesh -
: y
ot . ' i 2 ’ 14
o o Khaleda Manzur-I-Khuda

"The'a}n of this thesis is to examine the Islamlic back-

‘round of the new nation of Bangladesh. This region -- vhich

: vas known as Banhg, Mango, Bangla and Bengal at various

stages of its history -- has a v;st background of o0ld and
m;dieval civlliza@}pns, enriched with indigenqus religious
falths, languages and rites. |

The monotheistic faith of Islam was_introduped to the
area by the Sufis, traders and conquerors £rom Arab and
other lands vhere 'Islam had already 5p;ead. 8ince theng‘the'
people embraced Islam with fervour, and the térii%ory gecame
a Muslim majorit& zone. |

Before the independence of the subcontinent, the people

of the region supported the Pakistan concept vith strong

1conviction, but, with rare unanimity, they broke off from

the colonization of West Pakistan. With their distinct
lifestyle, Muslinm Bgngalis created Baﬁgladeﬁh -~ one of the

three most populous Muslim countries in the world.
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ot g * "CHAPTER 1 .
1 . ’/' M N P .
o -~ 7 IMTRODUCTION

‘After a nine-nonth long bloody civll wvar, the eastern

“-unit of Paklstan broke avay politically froihaainland ,Q

Pakistan. Bangladesh emezged as an lndependent nation on .
Decenber 16, 1971. The outslde wozld vas glven to understand
that the people of East Bengal chose to secede’ because they
vere not strict adherents offIslan,.the major religion of ‘
the couﬁtry, and that the above ponstituéed pgrt.oﬁ.thg
mandate'on‘vhich the subcontinent wﬁs partitldﬁéd in 1947

after the British departed from India. -

The aim of this research‘paper is to examine the fol-‘
lowlng twvo contentions: first, whether the people of East
Pakistan, as the majority, could reasonably be accuged of

aecesélon; and, second, vhy the followers of Islanlin East

' Bengal vere accused of being inferior Muslims.

.Nearly 90 per cent of the population of East Pakistan

' were Muslims. Generations ago, most families became Muslin

‘by choice; they vere descendants of Muslim conpverts from

othexr faiths, including Hinduism. {1) One politico-religious '

party of Pakistan, the Jama‘at-i-Islami and its Ameer
(leade;), Maulana Abul A'la Mawdudi, é;ied to convince the
';btld, especially the Muslim countries, that the atz;citiqs‘
being comnitted by the nflltarx\ieglne of Pakistan during:

I
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‘the 1971 c1v11 war. were justlfled both in the lnterolt o!

Islam and also for the integrity of Paklatan. {2) .To the -

iaul a, the people‘?E Bengal vhere Islam wvas Intzoduced

800 years ago, vere affected by Hindu lnfluence and inno-
« ‘ °

ations, and henqe they weré not as good Muslims as they

‘ought to have been, ‘ v

The leaders and'rulezs of w;st Paklstan, vhom Mawdudi

had once conslde:ed to be incapable of laklng an Islamic

' state, vere ‘nov looked upon as the saviours of Islam. Maw-

dudil sent a detailed memorandum to 39 heads of Muslim states
giving his aré&nents in favour of the'hilltary action in
% . .

East Pakistan. [3] But the queat@on’of vhy East Pakistan vas

CN

. £forced into the passive non-cooperation movement against'the

West Pakistani rulers went un#nsvered V —
Pakistan consisted\of tvo geographical units: West
Pakistan compt%aed of . Nozth West Frontler Provlnce, 8indh,
Baluchistan and approximate;!’ha;f of Punjab; and East
Pakistan, thé eastern portion of British undivided Benéai.'
In betveen the two units of Pakistan lay a stretch of over a
1,000 miles of Indian territory. Yet the bond of a common
religion acted 5: the foundation for one nationality. Thé

Muslim Leagueé had demanded P;k;atan as a homeland for Indlan’

. Muslins; and althougﬂ”the Muslim League vas initiated by

Bengalis .in Dacca (1906), 4] paradoxically, the leaders of
West Pakistan, vho mostly belonged to the Muslim minority

provinces of undivided India, felt'themselves to be the
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k)

’proteétors of Islam in Pakrstan, Ihat made them feel this

vay? ‘
Ialam, as we see it today, vas revealed to the Prophet

4

'(p b u/tﬁi [%J 1,400 years ago . in the desert land of Arabia

Unlike Buddhism or. Hinduism, the faith came to India from

'outslde. At the core of this religlonris the belief that °

every Muslim is accountable only to Allah for all hgs

actions. ‘How, then, did the Muslias of West\Pakistan pass

the verdict that they wvere more authentically Islanic than

the Bengalis? Did any characteristic of the Bengalis lle
P behind these.allegations? And, lastly, doés the £act that
Bangladesh was carved out from Pakistan politically, Justify

the.a¢5us¢Q10n of secession of the Bengalis from Islam

]

1tself?

These are the ‘issues that will be explored in order to

L]

determine the truth or othervise about these allegations,

. First of all, it is necessary to investigate the oriéin of

Islan in the reglon originally kﬁpvn as Bango and to studyr
hov the £a1th'rap1diy apreed‘amqust its original inhabit-
ants. It is also proper to consider the prevailing soclal
circumstances in Bango (named Bengal during British rule)

vhich might have made her people receptive to#SFE a nev

_religion. Once 'the background of Islam in the soll of Behgal

can be established, wve shall be able to find out vhat dlf-

[*] It is obligatory £or a Muslim to say or vrite “peace‘
be upon him" wvhenever the Prophet s mentioned.

L]



ference (i1f any) there 1s between Bengali Muslims and .

Muslims from other provinces of the subcontinent.

Most Muslims of north, central and south India claimed

. that their ancestors were the original immigrants and that

they vere not converts. [5] What différeﬁces between them --
the original (or Khandani) Muslims -- and the converts,
especially those of Bengal, iet‘them nourish a superior
feel;n;? If any differences did exist, wvas it a result. of
c;nsclous effort in eithexr of them?

Thei; dlffeéence in physique and complexion may or may
not be atéributed to their ancestral origin or the climatic
condition wvhere they live. The objective of this study
shou;d thus be to £ind out whether ;ﬁy distinctive charac-’
teristics have penetrated into the lanéuage and lifestyle of

Bengali Muslims, and if any have, are these characteristics

'the result of conscious adaptation or have they gradually

emerged out.of so many centuries of cohabitation with"
another community ;lde by side? Hov far is the assumb@lon
valid that the culture is no.less effective in reformulating
a religlion than ;he religion is }n modifying a culture? In
the context of this research, éhe allegations made by VWest -
gakistapl\leaders that their .co-religignists in Bast |
Pakistan vere inferior Muslims shall be éxanined, and
vhethef this accusation va? a just one shall be determined.

Ypiousness is an individual attribute and should not be

. generalized for a race or a region; it is a connotation

[
\



vhich includes many lotékaséécta'of bhaghcter besides being
a practising Muslia. HorQover, as, every Muslim, for all his
religious and other actiéhq, is acéouﬁtable only to Allah,

A

the question remains to be probed whether another Muslim

could act as his judge.

In order to examine Pakistan's allegations, it is 2
necessary to evaiuate‘closely the contribution the Bengalis
made toward the achlievement of Pakistan. Once their contri-
bution is affirmed, vhat requires further examination are .

the circumstances that might have cﬁanged the Bengali Mus-

"lims into a grddglng community who protested against the
'

national policy on language and cylkure and, latgr on, .
bol}tical and economic issues. Did this changed attitude
have anything to do with their religiosity? |
Vhen tvo communities live together, it might be normal
to develop certain assimilation in rites and culture. This
process of accommodation is neltheg fully voluntary nor 7
téfhlly automatic. Even in the vake of Islam in Arabia, " -
people could npt shake off every pégan trace ingrained in
the society. vas lt the éane‘ln the case of Bengal? To £ind
an ansvei to this, it is voréh studying the ihterrelation-
ship betwveen Islanizat%oﬁ and syncretism in Bengal aL wvell
as hov the syncretic developments in—Bengali Muslims were
seen by the puritans and revlyalists vho consldereddsll such
innovations to be pjda‘t. .
| This,lof_éouzse, is not a typically problematic situ-

. s
) .
M .
“ N -
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.
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ation }oz the Bengalis alone,”since other Islamic ebcletlot,

too, are affected by theeprevalaing‘cuituial backgzound.
_Hovever, by the time of Islan s advent, Bengal vas alreiay
rich in religfous heritage, many Sufl avliyas came there and
through ‘thelr personal dedication and aplzltual llege played
important roie in a proeelyxizing’proceae. (6l ,
Also e;ﬁdied will be the~development 6£ a HuelAn sepa-

cratist mentalf%y in Bengel and to £oliow up the valuable |
contribution of Nawab Abdul Latif end,syea Ameer All, vhose

[+

‘the separate existence of Muslims posslble in Bengal, as dld

° the contrlbution of 8yed Ahmed Khan in northern India. l7l

whe language and culture of Eazt Bengal lnstg&yted the £irst
resistance among Bengall Muslims agalnst the unllatetal
impositions from West Pakistani rulers almost 1:nediate1y
atter the partition of India. [?l This grew gtionéer vith
every deliberate assauif on the‘sofcalleg Hindu influence iq
the name of a purification progranme:l

Finally, this thesis ains ﬁg-establlah the results of
thls assault upon Bengall culture and the effect of the
constant imposition of econonic, educatiqnal and political
disparlty nqlnfained between the tvo enita'of Pakistan, and
then to evaluate the corrosive effects vhich led tovard thq
ilnal b:eak -off of EBast Pakistan. o

dedlcatlon and farsighted endeavours naée c:ystaliliatioh of -
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Formerly, tl‘;erhistdry of a natt’p;)'used to centexr around

the,hi;tOty of its rule, conquerors br military ad;enéu;ets.

‘ Tho@ndiqcnous populltion 1tse£f vas qften ké;.at in the back-
qr&und, L£ not totally ignored:~”In the present-day vorld,

. “the history of a\dbuntry is liable to remain incomplete if -

. the preyailing lifestyle of the people, théi: social and
ecfnomic conditions, and their demands and aspizations re-

:;\\Q, lain veiled or are not glven proper considbtation. These

factors work to a’large extent as the formative factors

\ . : .
. *

//,behind the emergence or disintegration of a nation. The

resulting tapestry of the situation that finally takes shape

o depends upon:the intricately voven structure that the !

-3 * ,culturil, economic and soclal fai%ggs provide.
. - o & .

The history of clvilization {n Bharatbarsha, or Hindu-

» ' stan, an;edqtes the érrisﬁl of the Aryaits fron tBe Steppe'of
central A;;a. non-Aryan tribes already lived 1q§é&££er-
ﬁent.placgs alohgVthe Indus valley and ;n the upper Ganges
N ared.'Pxesunably[ the A;yans entered the central and eastern

(  bart of the suf@8ntinent following the course of the~@anga

. river. [1] The settlera started pushing the non-Aryan stocks

- vho lived in the de{t¥ic expanse avay fron the fertile land
\/ -

* along the river; that is how the Bang tribe was pushed

. - ’ .
b] - ¢ -
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eastward by the ArYans. There already'axlsted some form of
~ ) rellgious andpspiritual foudm~¥ion in thls land, and now the .o

nevc0mers assimilated some of that existing culture jand alao

*‘ introduced their own. Gradually, through give and take, a’

a

nev civilization was built up.

v

Thé name Hindusthan owved its orlgin to King Darius -~
\ q .
vho came from Persia. and conguered the Indus valley in- 500
BC ~- and Alexander (326.Bc$, vho came from Q:QQéd;'Thqsp

- WConquérqrs used tohcall the people of northern India Indoos

because\thqy lived in the Indus valley. Bince then, this

1

land has become the cradle of several organized toligloua

systems such as Hinduisn, Buddh&sn and Jalnism. .
Islam was 1ntroduced 1,400 years ago. im.the desert land'
~ of Arabla. The Prophet Mohammed Hustafa'(p.b;u.h.)‘rece;ved
\\\ revelations from Allah in the cave of Mbunt ﬁér;, and the ' -
Holy Book, the dur'én, vas gradually sent down to Edrth. The
universality of the Scripture spfead alpngsé the pagans, and
the Islamic-ethics and teachings, although at first flercely ;
resisted, spread iapidly to other ?aqea of near- and faif ' .
avay places. ' . o .
In India, Muslims are g&thér descendants of the ori-
ginal visitors or conquerors, or'are'loéal éonvefts.fron""'
ther faiths. Gradually but étqu{ly,lnuslils oééupl&d an
(;portant ;nd distinctive place in Indlan society. After the ..
Hindus, they becane the second major community on the sub-

-

X | contlnent Thus, as an essentlal part of Indian life, yet

€

m . '
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with a diatlnctivé positlﬁh foa t;:nselQés,'fhe'Indiaﬁ
Muslins presented a ppenomenbp vhich ha?lfew parallels,
elsevhere. (2] A | ‘
It is a nost’néteyorthy fact tpat deﬁ fhe'HuSlin_cpn;
querors and thg traders who arrived to settle lhllndia;
severed ties vith their original homelands. In spite éf
thelr nonothelstlc'féith and different iores, thbqe inﬁlf

grgnt Muslims became part of Indian'society. They'bécéne one

vith Indian life, and so much-so that the art, music, archi-

tecture, d;é;s and food of t?ese Muslims cast & great in-
fluence 6ver Indian life. As the Gandhara arts (Buddhist)
and tée architecture of the Konarak temple (Hindu) afe )
vilued specinens of Indian ciyilizatlon, SO are theunughgl
mosques, tombs and monumeﬂ%s such as the Jame Masjid, the
Taj Mahal and the dutub Minar:. The  fact begoﬁes more clear
1f wve look at a contrast. W@en the Britlsh left afﬁér ruling
over the country for:gpo years, Eﬁey did not leave behind

much proof of thelir aftembts tovard amalgamation. For‘the

 British, home was always England. The Victoria &enorialvqul

in Calcutta could at best be definéd as an aféemptfto intro-
duce Her Majesty's Indlan_subjepts to:brlt:;h grandeuz;
Indian Muslims made Hindusthan their homeland, and yet
they maintained their spiritual alleglance to the Muslim
'vorld atflarge. The ideal qf Indt;n Muslims over the lat;r'
centuries, as has been described by‘H. Mujeeb, vis"to'éé a

1

vell-knit egalitarian community believing in Islam aqdl

s



oneness with these conquerors.

expressing this belief in their dllli life.\ (3]

Since Indla has been the honelend‘for dpfferent ethanic
groups throughout the ages, and since it h 14 major lan-
gueges, 1t could hardly clain to be inhabited by one slngle
race. Iﬁ the course of this research, wve shall trace the

source of Islam in the subcontlnent and see hov the faith

spread rapldly. Indian Muslins may be classlfled into three

L]

major categpries.

a) conquerors; »

b) immigrants, end

c) cenverts.

The political history of the eenquests py the Arabs and
Turks provide a partial picture of Muslim establishment on
Indian soil; but, then again, the victory of any foreign
pover over local inhabltants alvays creates a wvound vhich is

not easily healed. Hence, Mohammed bin Qasem (the first

Muslim congqueror to enter India in the elghth century),

Shihabuddin Ghory and Sultan Mahmud of Ghaznl vere looked

upon as aggressive intruders. Whether lt vas the spreading .

of 'the message of Islam, the expansion of political pover or
ﬁne accumulation of wealth, whatever motivation prompted
those conquests, the peopfe of Hindusthan wvould not feel
Traders came frog Egypt, Turkey and other Arab lands,
and many of them remained in this fertile land. Arab traders

came directly across the Arabian sea. They £inally settled

A T P Lk Su
. - " - 1




. establishment in the port town of Chittagonﬁv

11

down on both the eastern and wvestern coasts of south Indla.
Happilas are the descendants of those first Indian Mhs1ims
vho vere converted in a peaceful manner. Traﬂers Jalso- céne
through the eastern passes in the Bang area and made thelr
o

Imnmigrants came froi‘éentral and vest Asia, Iran, Afj
ghdnistan and also from thé east coast of Africa. Those
being ambitious for a better livelihood wanted to explore
the subcontinent. Slowly and gradually, they entered as
individﬁdls or with their families; sometimes they c;me as a
clih. Once they entered, migration élso took place from one
region to another. This fact explains well the ming%lng of
language and culture among many 0l1d ‘Muslim families in
Bengal vho lived in Calcutta, Dacca and also in Hidnapof?i a
city close Eo the south coast of the Bay éf Bengal. These
families spoke Urdu or Bengall mixed with Urdu vordslﬁnd
intonations. fhey diffgred £rom other Musliﬁs,‘who vere

redominantly local converts, in their complexion and

ppyqlque. Some‘of these families claimed to have settled-
dovn as far awvay as Kashplr, having then moved into the far
eastern districts of Indla.

The majority of Indian Muslins vere descéndants of nev
Muslims. In the context of this thesis, however, ve shall
concentrate on studying the Muslins of Bangiadesh;

7The Bangladesh of today, the earlier East Pakistan, vas

created from the Muslim majority portions of United Bengal.
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The ﬁeople of thlis region vere in thelr psychological dis-
os%tions as far removed from the hrabs -- who took to the

re lgxon first -- as the emezald green land, fertile with
a11 ial deposits of the Ganges river and the monsoon
véather, wvas from the austere Arab deserts and thelr dry
éi;mate. Yet the falth appealed to the inhabitants so deeply
that in time the area turned ipto the iafg%Pt’Huslim popu-
lated'area of the subcontinent.

About the growth of Muslim populatlon in the area, the
noted Béﬁgali scholar Humayun Kabir observed:

One is repeatedly struck by the fact that small

groups of Muslims triumphed over very much larger

indigenous armies...it is obvious that a small

group of military conquerors could not for long

vithstand the resistance of a vast majority of

local people...unless there vere elements within

the country 1itself which...deserted the local p»?.
rulers and lent support to the invaders. (4]

e

From ‘Bang' _to’‘Bangla'

Like many other countries of the vorld, the country of

Bangladesh took lts present shape and size after a very long

'geological evolution. [5) Bang:was situated in-the far

- N
eastern corner of the subcontinent crowned by the Himalayan

plateau to the- north, and its southern shore vashed by the
Baﬁjof-nengal. Traders and pirates had direct Access to the
land. -

The name Bang vas g;pposedly first introduced in a very
old book called the Azannxak Brahman. Initially, the name
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) denoﬁ?ﬁ{i Janapad or locality vhere people lived. Minhaj and

Barani believed that only the south and the eastern reglions
of Bengaf vere known As Bang. (6] Rarh, Pundrabardhan,
Barendra and Lakshanab;ti vere the other zones. About the
growth of Muslim population in Bang, Ram Gopal comments: "In
Bengal a; 1in the south, Islam paraded itself as a deliverer’
from social oppression.” (7]

On'the eve of the Indian ﬁattltion in August of 1947,
apptoximately 15 per cent 'of the populaéion of the central
and northern Indian provinces wvere Muslim; whereas the
riverine and forest land of Bengal -- wvhich according to 1Ibn.
Batuta was a "land of disaster" and where the mighty sol-

diers of the Mughal emperors vere unhllling“fo be posted --

had a Muslim population of about:-90 per cent. ) \'”

It is very interesting to questioﬁ how, vithin a few

..centuries, Bangla had become the province with the biggest

Muslim majority. Historlans are not undnimous in thelir
verdict about the exact period when human habitation started

in this land. Archeological findings showed remnants of.

copper-stone age civilization in this area. The terra—cdtta'

statues found, :Tzo point out that the:civilization vés not

" less that 3,500 years old.

Muhammed Bakhtiar Khilji came to -conquer Behgal vith a
small band of horsemen, fnvading Nadia ét thg beginning of
the 13th century AD. This was the period vhen the Bengall

population lived upder‘the severity of Brahmanism. The .

,.

!

#
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/ Hindus and Buddhists, amidst their mutual hostilities, did
l /// not have the moral courage to stand up united and resist a ¥ -
/ foreign pover. '

It is not known exattly wvhen the first gufl (Islamic
mystic) came'to Bonga. The Muslinm rulers‘ruled over India
for over 800 years. During that period, Avliyas such as
Khwvaja Mainuddin Chisti, Shéikh Nizamuddin Awliya, butuof
uddin Kakal and Bellm,;hisozkoxertod much influence over the
IndI;h populace., About the tuation in Banga, Dr. K.R. Qa-

.nungo nlghtly observed: "Bengal vas not conquered by seven-

teen cavallers of Baﬁhtiar Khiljl, but by the Baxo avliiyas

(the tvelve legendary Sufi saints)." [81 .

Sufi saints like Jalaluddln Tabrizi, ‘Shah Mahlisavar,
Shah Makhdum, Hazrat Badar shah, Shah Jalal and others came
to Bango and brought with themselves the teaching of the
Qur'an, the Hadith and the ideal of humon equality and
brotherhood Through their exehpiary peroonal inage and
close cogpact vith the common people, the message of equal-
ity spread and a large conversion took place during the 15th
;_ | and 16th centurlies. §g§lg seldon preached Iolqn verbally;
fheir faith radloted through tﬁeir sinple;iplous lifestyle,
'oode of meditation and fasting. T "

ﬁhat also attracted the masses vas the cult of Pir and

nureed. (9] TQe Pirs wvere believed to be possessors of

supernatural\pover that 4id not die out with their physical
death.brﬁus,'people in dlstréss,qatherog in the Khankas of

)
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the living Pirs as well as the Mazar, or Dargha, of the dead
but spiritually Zinda Pir. Bothknindus'and Muslims vere
drawn tovard the Pirs, as a rapport gradabliy dgve;oped--
betveen the Pir and his mureed or even the Pir with the
common mass ﬁho vanted toléeﬁ relief from }ife's mggeries.
The institution of Pir-mureed is considered 5} some Muslinms
as a debatable innovation or Bida't. One interesting fact is
that amongst snon-Muslim Bengalls, one finds legends and

folktales about some Pirs such as Batya Pir, Manik Pir,

Panch Pir' and others. Thus thg Pir phenomenon played an

important roie in the conversion procéss in Bengal.

It would be a devléfion from the truth if one'claimed
that ggfce vas never apblied in conversion; but it 15 equal-
ly true that the ;ast Hindu populafion, especlally the lov-
est caste, the Shggﬁasnrvere dravn to the new relig{on

~—~because of the practiée of sociaf equality. Now they found a

religion vhich made it poisible for them to draw thelir

drinking vater from the same well as the more privileged of

-

. society, and to offer prayér standing ln the same row with

them, as vell, It vas also made obllgatory to pay égkat, or

poor tax, to which the less privileged had a right., This,vas
. @ .
not charity. ’

!
The caste system of Hinduisn generated a systen of
class inequality in the vorldly life and the life hereafter.

Islam removed this imposed social inequality and bréught

_rellef to the crushed self-respect of the podr. That is wvhy -

-~
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one finds many Musllnugonvezts in the lover professional
&

sgxata of Islam. The lowver classes among Hindus, such as the
QQL; (weavers){ gé;g; (tailors) and ggggiﬂébutchers)
accepted Islam but continued with thelr original profes-
sions. [10) Hence, proselytization vas not as mnuch the
result of lmposition by the Muslim rulers as naintalned\by
K.S. Lal} but ‘was due to<the‘1n£1uence and humanitarian
service of the Sufds. (11] -
Another sectgrvmuch deprived of their natural rights
and wvho occuplied a nd;t subjugated role wvere women. Hindu
saints considered both Kagini (vomen) and Kanthan (gold) as
objects of alinrement and vice, and they vere to be forsaken
in the spiritual quest} In a passage of tgggyggggggiggng, ‘
Ram, when anxlous to renounce the wvorld, qunade to observe
that women are the mines of all miserles. If a man renounces
a vife, he renounces the world and wvould surely be happy.
chilad marriage'used to bring honour (gauridan) to the
éarents, vhile on the other hand, the father of a grown-up'
unmarried'gizl vas the victim of harsh'humiliation b&
society. Since; literature can be the reflector of soclety,
some writers Setrayéd some such plights, and the novel
vritten by-ﬁﬁe famous Bengall writer Sharatchandra titled
Aréghxaniza (a daughter vho céuld not be kept in parental ~ <
custody) narrated the Qoe of such a case. The dowry pgyablg

ﬁ@ the prospective grooms made the system of marriage even
s

more difficult.
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Research £indings have confirmed that the ritual like
ghatidaho (the bgrning of the widow on the same pyre vith
her dead husband) or denial of vidov marriage were not
!égig, but came €o Hindu soclety as later innovatlons. [12]
And the fate of ﬁanY'Hindu vomen rested in‘ihe hands of
Brahman Pundits. (*) Latgr in the nineteenth century, thg
zeform noves ;f Ram Mohan Roy and Ishwar’CHSndra put a stop
to auéh soclal cruelty. The rights and status enjéyed by
Muslim vomen presented before the Hindu population an open
example for ‘human rights. The straight and simple ghariah
‘éoncepts such as a girl's consent to be taken in narriag;,.

- her iight to divorce, the freedom of a widowv to remarry and
her inheritance rights, probably drev the Hindus toward the
1deal ;:’the Muslim social structure.

Then again, amongst the first converts in Bengal were a
num?er of £eud§1 iorda and Rajas vho helped spread the
geligion among thelr subsects. Sultan Jalaluddin (son of
Raja ngesh),'uurshid Qull Khan‘and Kala Pahar being pover-
ful converts, exerted their influence in mass conversion.
The excesses %E the Brahmans lay heavy over‘society. A book

vrl%ten by‘Ballal Sen, father of powerful King Lakhsman Sen,

hﬂ\gs:crlbed at least 1,375 varieties of ceremonial charities

payable. to Brahmans. This was an attempt to revive, once -
aga;n, Brahmanical supremacy in Bengal.

T -
1

(*] Brahmans vho knev the Hindu theology well.
, A
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In the 15th. centuryr~Raja Ganesh unleashed his reign of
texrror to seppress the unﬂlims, {13) vhen 8Sufi Nur Qutub

Alam invited Sultan Ibrahim sarkil of Jaunpuri to intervene.

>

- But terrified Raja Ganesh allowed his son to embrace Islam

and later on this son, as Sultan Jalaluddin, became the_
protector of Islam~injBango. o

From this instance, another fact becomes clear: usually
Ulema in a nuslim kingdom used to perform the important
function of state machinery as exponents of law. Sufls, on
the other hand, refrained from this and remained in the path
of Allah (Sabilillah); however, whenever crises fell upon
the Muslim ruler and the populace, they came to their
rescue. Hazrat Shah Jalal and Nur Qutub Alam are examples,

sufis were neither pro- nor anti-government; but in

thelr conviction that Islam needed to spread in the Dar-ul-

[ N bl

Harb, they fought with the infidels both in the battlefield,
if necessary, and through advising the Muelim rulers, Bufis
vho came to Bengal cherished the ineal thgt anyone wvho aims
to protect his religion should be prepared to become either
a Ghazi or a Shahid (141 .o

It can clearly be seen that Indian Muslims were part of
Indian civilization and society, but they had their owvn
distinct identity As in India at large, and in Bengal too,
Islam vas introduced through the ‘invaders and the gufi

. Mashalkhs. Becqg&e of the distressed Buddhists and the

dépressed lover castes among Hindus under the orthodox Brah-

-
N\
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manjcal society, Islam found a soll ready to sov the seeds
of Muslim ethics and life strategies.'sone Buddhists ac-

cepted the emergence of Islam as thelr saviour dharma. [15]
S0 the most fmporbant element of the popular force of

Islam wvas the Pirism, vhich wvas not an original idea in’

Bengal but came from the north. [16] That too found a
fertile;soll in Bango because it was not a totally allen

A /
idea; Buddhists of Bengal worshipped Stupa or Chaitya and
the Hindus had a similar practice of Avatar. The cohverted

Muslims found relief in the idea that elfher the living Pir
or 'his spirit (zinda Pir) would protect them in thelr
nisery.

Both descendants of the original Muslims and converts °
vere inspired to adhege to the’ five pillars of Islam -- o

¥ LI
Iman, Salat (Namaz), Siam (Roza), Zakat and Hajj -- and
' / 5 !

promote it through the construction of igsques,?establishfng

Khaﬁkas and nadrasahs. ‘ . N
This 1s, in shorf,.the progress of Islam from Bang to - )

bBangla vith her svelling Muslim population. The progress vas )

hot alvays smooth, but %t wﬁf systematic. As'lp Indonesia as

" in Bengal, ¢ message reached directly to éhé masses -- In | .
fhis‘Eigzﬂztz;\khe inclusion of the trigal ;eoplé. The reli-

q;oua proflle of the Bengalil populatién vas, as has been

’zlghtly obsexrved by Dr. Jééeph O'Conngll, pluralistic, com- | -
plé§ and like the delta ifself, ever changing iniéoﬁtour. (171

~N ) . ' .
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. o CHAPTER 3 | T
THE RESPONSE TO BRITIBH ENCROACHMENT ON 80CI10-RELIOIOUS LIFE

h“ 'y , : - " 8 .,
. The Indian subcontinent vas vez& rich with the export
ﬁotentialltiés of both rav and finlshéQ’p:ohnctﬁE Like other
= N ‘ ) - '
trading companies from Arab and European countries, the East
b - " : _
India Company of Great Britain also came to India as
. J L
traders.
] . ‘ - ’
But before long, through intrigue, this company cap- -

tured political - ‘pover, first in Bangla and then acrdss thé,,.

- entire subcontinent. These people, from a faz-avay island Tn,y

Europe, differed in almost.every respect fzom the people
. N,
ted: rellglon, language, mannerisms, social

values and the é'iour of their skin.: _
Dufing~theirlrefgn; fhe Bfitiah rulers vanted to intro-
duce vhat they felt vere devei%pnental noves, . but n§t“lany
of these moves were velcome to either Huslim or Hindu Indi-
ans. Both these communities vere self- consciously proud of

their ovn heritage, and so both considezed the British

action to he an encroachment on their privileges. The’

British moves did not affect the two communities in the same

.way. Muslims, from vhom the political pover wvas captured,

felt the bruntyof losing prestige and pover. At first, the
British wvere busy vith annexing more and more Indian land

undexr their administration, and soon the strategy vas -

<
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posltion to ﬁgin politiifl supremacy.

. - [ 21

apended by their sklllfql "developnental plans." It vas at

this point that the political resistance of the native

states spread to the level of the Muslim masses.
AN : . ) .
The death of Aurangzeb (1707) saw the administrative

. maghineryQf "the mighty Mughalf collapse, and the vast Em-
" pire staxted to dislntegrate. {1] The later Hughals, in-‘
icapable of withstanding the court intriques, gave eway their

kingdom to unwelcome iht%uders. Whigeafhereras a nominal

f BEmpetor who reigned from Delhi, the Marathas, Sikhs and Jats

!adezthe geét of such a feeble politichl situation. The

'differeqt communities got lnvolved in fighting with each

other for thelir own political &mbition. The‘situation was

¢

one of anarchy, and that further strengthened the Britlsh
In the peziod following the,Battli‘of Palashy in 1757,
Lord Curzon's masterly stxoke‘gf policy in-securing Dewani
5 ‘ IS N
of Bangla, Bihar and Orissa won for the British a*lsgal
. R 4 2, Tl ' -
status‘lnv;ndia. (2] B§ the f£irst half of the nineteenth

century, the East Indla Company expanded Brltish authority

' over a 1arge part of India through annexktlon and by £ight-
..lng the native rulers. The three Eighting elements -- the
Huéﬁ}ns, 81‘%3 and the Marathas -- all realized that elircum-

.stances vere. pushing Indla towvard political submission to a

totally alien pover; yet they could qnot stop their mutual

o

‘strife. (31¢

It vaeiofteﬁ this mutuval enmity and craving for power,

t‘ui{ﬁ'
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refuelled by tnf British instigation, which finally led to.

the fallure of some atdent efforts for securing freedom. In

"Tiger of Mysore," remalned a constant source of danger to

the British, the latter making an alllance with the neigh-

bouring states £or var. against Mysore. HéweVer, Tipu'fell.:

fighting for the defence of his homeland, wvhereupon the
Britishtreetored a Hindu dynasty to power t6 ensure that
they would be free from any future danger.
"  The Nizam of Hyderabad ln the south had to play a
passive role. Being threatened by Mysore ln the south and
the Marathas in the wvest, this Huslim ruler of a Hindu
majority state had to6 look to the British for the assurance
of their assistance.

But in the north, the dissolution of the Mughal power
dave the 8ikhs the opportunity “to rise. They vere hostile -

tovard the Muelins because of thelir prior persecution at the

hands of the Hughals. The treaty signed between Sikh leader

. Ranjit 81ngh and the British vas violated soon after the

leader's death. This 1ed the British to conduct amilitary

expedit;on against the Sikhs. Finally, the 8ikhs surrendered *

and Punjab vas annexed. This, in short; vas the picture of
political intrigue g}ed by the British to expand their power
over India. e

As stated previously, the East India Co-pany entered

Indla with connercial motives, but ultimately, through

t .
v p c -
'

Mysore, Hyder All and his son Tipu éultan, knovn_ue the. -~

4
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d;plgnatic manoeuvering, ﬁhéy made thervast land their

6qlqny} Tﬁey found India to be rich in qonnerciq;/ﬁgtential,
hence thelir primary policf based onfghe ptoducégon of rawv I
material in India for the manufacturers in Britain, and the’

".consumption of British fipished products by Indians. The

import of Indian finished products wvas fdrther controlled by

easing British manufacturéd products throuéh free trade in
India aﬁd by imposing heavy. duties on Indian £1nished'pro—
ducts exported to England. [4] Besides these injhstices,
legendary cruelty toward the Muslin weavers (5] of Daccé,
East Bengal, and the torturing of hired Indian"peasants to
vork in the British-owned indigo plantation caused grievous
humiliation to the Indlans. The Sea planters, Jjute, cotton
and tobacco cultlvato;s wvere forced to produce the raw
materials for manufacturérs in England.

This was the political and economic side of ﬁritish‘
encroachment. Once the British got thelir £irm 'foothold in
the administraE}ve area, their impositions spread out to
almost every aspect of Indian 1life, including relligion,
language and education. Thelr encroachments did not exclude
the Hindus, but since the aiq of this research is to study
the process of the Indian Muslim's separatist mentality, our
focal point will remain in this arga.‘ “

/ﬁhen Islam got its mooring ianndla and the faith
spread rapidly through the converfloh of local 1phab1t8nts,

a simultaneous process also started functioning. For the

\ N
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general masses, the cohablitation of different communities
over several centurles ingroduced an ;ntermlxtuze of cult,
culture and customs; at the higher level of the ruling class
and the aristocracy, dﬁviat}on crept in. |

There, the deviation might have partially resulted from
‘ ;he lgglty of some of the Ulema, or the?loglcal advigors.
They alloved considerable lassitude to their political
masters in bypassing shariah in matters affectlng their
personal comforts and conveniences. This had been rendered
possible by giving nev interpretation to the verses of the
Qur‘'an and Hadlth and through evolving so-called Bid'at-}i-

" Hasana, or good innovations.

Parallel to the process of socio-religious assimila-
tion, innovation and superstliion flowed another stream: the
revival of Islam. From the middle of the 17th century,
Indian Muslims started to face an era of confusion due to
the loss of political power, increased encroachment from ‘
Western administrators and the resulting overall degene-
ration of their own status. In this situation, Indo-nugliﬁ
society stagnated under despalr and superstition.

At this Jjuncture, Shah wWaliullah 'P703—1762)'£1rs£
attempted to give an integrated reinterpretation of Islanm.
His'father, shah Abdur Rahim, was one of the compilers of- - .
Fatva-eFAIamgiri. Shah Waliullah exercised great iﬁflu;nce

on the subsequént soclo-religious movements. (6] He had a i

clear vision about what the Muslims needed. To bring the

s



message of gharjiah to his people, Shah Waliullgh translated
the Holy Qur'an into Persian and, at the same time, fought

against all un-Islamic thoughts and practices. Thus he

o

worked for the social and moral regeneration of the Indian

Muslims.

The Mujahidin movement (1820-1863) sponsored by Sayyld
Ahmed of RaiBerell could be attributed as the practical
termination of the movement initiated by)shdﬁ waliullah,
Some English writers shoved a tendancy to relate the Muja-
hidin movement with Wahabism in Arabla, but it does noi
appear to be substantiated by documentary evidence, [7]
except tha; both movements worked in\a parallel 11ne'to -
Eight against innovation in religion.

‘Because of its Eharacteg, the Mujahidin is known in
Indian history as the !éﬂggl movement, but it might aptly be

named Tarjga-i-Muhammadiya. Sayyid Ahmed's caf% to Indian

Muslims was: "Follow none -- be ‘he mujahid, imam, gaus,

gqutb, maulavi, mashaikh, king, minister, padri or pundit,
agains£ the authority of the Qur'an and the Hadith." (8] He éf/)
veQ convinpced that Islamic revivalism would be sucqgssful .
only vﬁes a sound political and socigl environment could be
\createg and, for that end, his call v;s Eo "save and recon-

stxuct® the esggntially Islamic elements in the Indian

Muslim's life pattern.

The fact that they vere becoming class cdnscious and

>

“ that they wvere adopting the stigma against vidow marriage




~ &

- and other such negative.soclial practices pained Sayylid

Y
Ahmed, as these vere|dev1at19ns from the true path. He

himself married a vidovw and matle it obligatory to all his

follovers. He too, like some of ‘his predecessors, felt that
A

a stable political agency vas needed, on¢ which would im-

~. ”
‘ plemént and impose basic Islamic pr ples on actual 2}£eu
With this mission in his mind, he made extensive tours

of Indla and, as a spiritual leader, he accepted ngl;gg, or
dlsclples._[S] He stayed in Calcutta for three months and,
there, people from far avay places came to take EQLLQL
Taking the system of Bal'at in its traditional sense of . o
strict alleélanceoto the Pir or spiritual path finder, he
adapted thls technique to promote amongst his disciples the
revivalist spirit. As people thronged to see him, he, in- -
‘ stead of touching the hand, threwv open his long turban and

accepted those who touched it. ' <
S , *Théanujahidin hovement<§trengthened the shah Waliullah- — \\
formulated tradition of Indo-Muslim resistance to the con- .
centration of power in the hands of\hon-nugllns. The Western
explanation of this movement as an emotional upsurge of a
*sector of orthodox Muslims against the non-Muslims -- for
example, the Sikhs and the British -- does not providg
access €§\:he deeber philosophy. This actually vas a reform
movement, in and out, vith a broad spectrum. The Myiahidin ’

movement wvanted to free Indian Islam from Hindu tiaditlon

and influence and brihg the reoriented tonvert Muslims close
/ R 4
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to and on the same plane as the original Muslim atiatocrac}.

Thus the process which bzougﬁt a cultural separation between

the Hindus and the Muslims also brought Indian Muslims of
diverse origins to the same platform..

8ay}1d Ahmed of RaiBerili was looking for a/égutral
zone outside B:itish India ;here hé wvould fight the infidel
8ikhs and chose N. wlk P. for this. purpose Both he ané his
'assoclate, Ismail shahid, fell durlng confrontation with the’
sikhs. (101

The spirit behind fhe~movement did not dle oup‘y}th the
death of its leader. Around the same ﬁeriod, more reformers
manifested a’'similar zeal of reviving the true Islamic™®
spirit through the rejec?ionﬂof.the peripheral, the eclec- .
tic, the syncretic and the heterodéx. Some lhinkers con~-

sidered political 11£e to be part of the Islanic node of

llving, and that idea helped to nourish the centuries-old

hostile feeling of the Muslims, especlally the aristocrats,

tovard the growing aggression of thenforeign rulers.

Now that the encroachment had spread out into the

. social, religlous and,eddcapional life of the Indians, a

"atggg of alarm and agony vas created. In the socio-economic .

'

field, the rulers patronized the landlords for their own

beneiits,—ght the neglected peasantry lived® in constant

uisezy. The alien rulers also stafted imposing their lan- .

guage and soclal values upon the very tradltion-bound Indian

lsoclegy.\ro resisf this, the'reforl novenents focused their

)

.
RPN,
-l:.}-uz Pl YT

i

Fovy W

- X -
. L. )
L S bl e tat g ] 1




- o o o o S o Al LA O U . R L o B L T T w0 A T TG e TN e Ty W o TR TG =

4 Pl - . * N LR oL el N Bt PR )ﬂ\)/ﬁvﬁ%

£ ‘ - « . N

N - B B
. .

energy upon rousing deflance anlnst the‘fozelqn rulets.
Beslides this, they rdised a protest agalnst the torturing of
hired Indian vorkers by indigo and tea planters. [11)

Two such ‘religion based zevoluti&hs took shape in
Bengal, both ln.the ea;iy part of the nineteenth century.
They vere religlious movements in character and patriotic in
. 7 spirit, but militant 1% action. ThEir maln o_bje’ctl‘ve vas to

) t:ﬁg\off from thelr shoulders thé oppressive yoke of alien
inistrators who had once entered their homeland as - .

traders but who took steps to fulfill their ambition of
naklng India ‘their colony. Those forelgners Joined hands
directly v&th powerful traitor- conspiraxors, such as ! -
leZafar, JagatSeth and RaiDurlav to dethrone Nawa: Sirajud-
daq{a. The East ‘India Company, through political manoeuvgr—

v “ing," refrained from capturin&ﬁéhé throne for themselves; by’

Q putting a puppet on’'the maséaq, they became the king-makers

and took over effective powver. .

A book wiitten by cspt.'Chazigs Stevart bears the title
A_History of Bengal, from the Mohammedan Invagion until the

©

Virtual COnguest of the COuntr¥ by the British. He actually
put the British oP the same footing as the Huslins vho came

]

to Indla. He could not comprehend that the Muslims becanme

~ one with thé_Indlans and that they did not want to renain as
foreign spgctator-rulefz. Th; Bzigish knev that ‘their policw"y
.of "divide and rule"” would only be succesqfulaif Hindus and

'Huslims vere kept -apart. Accordingly, the rulers had fhe
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rexplolt,at'ive Indian feudal lords. If one wants peace in this

history of Muslim India written to suit thelr own end. [12]

As the tvo communities }ead and judged history -- one as the

Wruler” and the other as the "ruled" -- the growth of a

single composite Indian nation disappeared and thus helped

the political aspirations of the British. This point should

be noted as a prefix to our exploiation:kwhénever’the rulers

sensed a natlonalistic fervour in the overtly relligious

b s

‘f
. reform movements, they had to take evasive actlions.

The novement named Faraizi 1 vas one such.event Hajl
Bhariatullgr, a devout Muslim, became much impressed by the
¥ahabl stance in Arabla. In 1802, he lnltlated a reform
movement. [13] Unlike Wahabism, Faraizl was basically a non-

.

cooperatiVe movement against Western encroachment and the

lanq, HajIOShariatuilah thought, Muslim soclety needs to be
remodelled and rid of accumulated superstitions, and to
abide by the Farz (obligatory) duties prescribed by ha;iah

y
é} Hajl Sharlatullah wvas a contemporary of Sayyid Ahmed of
a

: g7
iBerill, and the corruption thii;i:éght against vere of a

similar pature. For bogh of th:m, spiritual cleanliness
of every Muslim was a prerequisite to transforming society
vis-a-vis the country.int6 a Dar-ul-Islam. Aithough the two
;piritual.leaders'bzeached’separqtely, the success of the
Farajzi movement in B;ngal paved the way for the other. [14]
" Hajl shariatullah's son, .Dudu Mian (1819-1862), trans-

formed the character of Faralzl from a socio-rellgidus into
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a politlcoueconodic one. His remarkable achievement was'in

organizing a broad based and well-knit fyaternity of Mus-

-

lims. Dudu Mian, on one hand, raised lathials Qs a para-
nilitqu force to protect the.pooz Muflln peasantry who
lived under the agony and torture of the zamnindexs -- vho
vere nostiy Hindus --"and the £ore1§n planters; he also
formed panchayets as a local guardian body vho ﬁbuld listen
to the peasants' grievances. The entire mechanism, thus
vorked o;t, helped to unite the Muslims, make nev -conver-
sions and protect the peasantry from iong-pfactised op- .
pressive custonshsuch as Durga ija tax, beard tax and
others. - V /

Along with these moves, their other notevorthy step v;a
to translate the religious scriptures, which vere custom-
arily written in Arabié, into Bengali so that the message
could be brought to the masses. This is wvhat Hajl Shariatul-
1ah had dreamt of: to rescue the iénoraﬁt and poor rural
people. from negativistic teaching, to imbue their simple
hearts with the Islamic zeal to c;nvert India to a Dax-ul-

Islam, or land of peace. Thus he vas convinced of making
evéry parflcipant a Mujahid. Absolute equality in socliety
and economic improvement for th§ impoverished and exploited
Muslim peasantry were his two pledges, "
In the later stages, the gg;i;zi novement merged vith
the Wahabi movement. Lﬁother—lovenent vas taking shape in

Bérasat,~West Bengal, under the leadership of Nisar All vho

L é
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‘ vas popularly known as Tleu Mir. This movement was more
militant in approach and spréad'fapidly into those areas
vhere ' Muslin ryats (land tenants) vere being oppressed by :
Hlndﬁ landlords. Allegedly through plundering Hindu villages
and slaughtering cows openly, Titu‘ﬁlr's follovers retali- —
. ated against the injuries that they suffered for so long --
the paying of the discrimination taxes and the*burn}ﬁg of '
mosques. ' o
, Not that every action of Titu Mir or of the Faraizis

could claim justification from a religious or social point

of viev, but besides shaking off the economic overburden, '

their more important contribution had been the promotion of
' an exclusive identity for Muslims in Bengal in particular, A |
and in India at large. Now the community had learned to ‘
voice thelr grievances and to ciaim their rights. For the
first tlne,\Ehilg,qon-cooperatlon vltﬂ the ruling power,
theixr frankness in protecting their own religious beliefs
;-’ amd—-their bold attempt of taking into their own hands the
xesponsngllty of straightenfhg out %he social injustices
gave the British an avarenesS of thelr aepaiate social

Ve .
. o

entity. . - |

*

| Through spiritual elevation, both these movements

f\- provided the Indlan Muslinm masses with a forum For the ’ :
1 expression of their aocio-economic grievances as ;ell as the k j

means to protest against the impositions of an alien zuié!

over their tradition-bound society. The Brit!sh government
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interpreted Faraizl objectives to be the expulsion ;;ﬁ;iien
rulers and the restoration of Muslim pover, but the movement
could not be branded as a mere terrorist one because its’
strategies wvere imbued with noble spiritual ideals to. be
used in‘a;akening the masses from their stupor.

| Like other simllar revivalist moves, the Faraizis .(or
that ofnTitu Mir) did not try to wipe out the 1,200 years of
ﬁuslim‘hlstory and establish the life and customs of the

Arabs in its totality. What they actually aimed at vas to

wipe out what they perceived as un-Islamic practices ;nd
contamination brought about b? alien encroachmgptsj Thus,
they considered the Dar-ul-Harb would be transformba into a
Dar-ul-Islam.

Thelxr revolts were essentially against the bourgeois
opbressozs of the poor peasantry, be they Hlndq or Muslim
landPolders or Nilkuthi valla sahibs (the indiga;;vezlords).
Hence these three categories of people, with their vested\\
interest, became antagonistic toward these movements. How-'\
ever, these movements did not'succeed in sending thelir
message through to the urban elites and the tradlfion-nlnded
(sabegl) aristocxats, és these people enﬁoyed the benefits
of a privileged class.

the middle’ of the 19th century, the British attitude
rd the ﬂﬁsllns vas further hardened when the gipahis - '
revolted in 1857 on religious grounds -- the forbidden

greased cartridge incidents -- and the leadership vas gliven
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to them by a paulavi of Oudh. But the spirlts once, kindled .
through the Xahabi, Faraizi and the Titu Mir movements wvere
not blown out altogether, they had already done their job of
avakening the Indian Muslims. -

Once the confusion vas over, the Muslinms 'sta’rted react-
ing towvard the intrusion. The Islamic revivali?t rovements
vere motivated to strike.at the roots of accumulated inno-
vations, and armed with their enriched understanding of the
religion along with their love for this homeland, they
becaie detemined\t’ flght against outside encroachments.
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CHAPTER 4
THE SIPAHI MUTINY AND ALIGARH MQVEMENT

The mutiny of 1857.was the .volcanic outburst of the
century-accumulated humlliatlan in tpe Indian mind, part-
iéulgrly amohg the Muslims. The annexafloé of Oudh by the

yBritish and thelr introduction of cartridges sne#red with
the fat of pigs and cows -- which were construed‘by the
Muslims and Hindus to be an attémptfto destrOX.thefr'
religious standing -- £1na11§ eﬁapped the last string %f thé
Indians’ patlence: ’ '

Already, educational exéloit;éiqn by the'agitish had

hit the Indians hard. Gradually, Indlan socliety felt it vas
- left’ to the mercy of foreigﬁ rulers to do what they con-
sidered £it for the futume of the vast population of the -
subcontinent.: Lord Macaulay, who wvas president of the
Brit;;h Educatlon Committee in India in 1834, boasted that
by intrsducing both the English ianguage and a Western
stteﬁJif educétlon in Orlental soclety, his policy would
.create a claqslof people vho would remain Indign 1n~$100d
and colour, but English in their developed tasté and . :l
opinion, morals and intellect. “ _ |
) The Indian Muslims did not like the British move of
‘vesg;zniblng their eﬁPcation, vhich fnciuded the éeplacelent )
of the Perglaﬁ l;nguage vith English and the neglect of

NS ) ’ . -
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Arabic “-- the=1anguagg of their SBcripture. To add nozeito
thelir disnay, Christlan missionaries came into the éountrz& é .
and conversion efforts vere ékpandlng amongst the poor segt-
.. ors of the Hindus and hﬁsliﬁs.‘tll The 18th century and the
garly tventies of the 19th century saw a chaotic situation
created with the forqiné of western edu@ﬁtlon, missionary
acfivlfl;s and innovative superstitions among Muslims and
Hlndus.
To ge; over this cenfusion, Hindu socletf took to

'
. religious "reform," while, on the other hand, Muslims felt y

7““* , _ the urgency of "revivalism." The terﬁinologlcal difference

between these tﬁo vords points toward bringing in qhé%géb in
tvo different vays in thé present situation -- one through
modernizatlon, the other through orthodoxy. ) .
But both these movements basically aimed at.esi:a\bli.-;sl'x-~
"ing the pure fornﬁof theirk;espectlbe religions, as wvere
originally promulgated:'neﬁce both communities, under Wesﬁt
ern pressure, resolved to bring back .the teachings of their
-~ ‘'respective fa}ths to avoid the dilemma that then prevalled.
e This .actually was a period when both the communities lived .
peacpfully with aﬁ'amicagle mutual-co-exiétence. {2] But
;hey both were getting restless because of the economic and
. o Eoclo-polftical.developm;;ts. [-3) .
ftqthls Juncture, the humlllaﬁ(hg treatment of the

native princes and nobilities caused further -discontentment “ ’

Qr ' and gzaﬂually an idea of a reyolt took sﬁape. For certalin
— ‘ ' R p;
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reasons, the Hutiny of 1857 t“Fned the British absolutely

against the Huslins and especially the ngglgxl class.

A»prophecy had long been current that the 100th year
from the Battle of Palashy vould wvitness the doynfall o£ the

Brltish rule, and that year had arrived. A mundatg had

-forth from the palace of Delhi 1nsplring tﬂe Muslins in all

"their solemn gatherings to reclite a song of, lamentation

about thelr race and the degradation of thelr original

-~ one which vas once triumphant from the north snovs to the

southern straits, but wvas now ené¢roached upon by the alien

‘rulers. This pr8v1des the background'plcture.

In the late 19th century Col. G.B. Halleson vrote

book which gave the British version. of the repelllon. He

o

vrote in his preface:

‘I have aimed at the compilation of a work, which,
complete in itself should narrate the causes as
vell as the consequence of a movement unforeseen,
undreamt of, sudden and svift in action and vhich
taxed to the utmost .the energies of the British
people [41

Malleson vorked as chlief of the Commissariat Department at
Kanpur. In his opinion, issuance of cartridges snea;ed vith
pig and cow fat was not the main reason behind the revolt:

actually, the British policy of denjing inheritance to Nana

Saheb (the adopted son of Maratha Peghwa Bajirao), of

barring'the Rani of Jhansi from bestowing her inheritance

"upon her adopted son and, lastly, of annexing Oudh all acted

as grouﬁds for agitation against the British. (5] The

[}
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dence of the greased cartridées ogly provided.ghe opbortu-
:nity‘to erupt. q
g All these pointed towvard the fact that an allien pover

vis insistently defying the religious laws and conVéntions
of Indla. COnsequehceé followved speedily. The telegraph
hsuse of the Barrackpur army concentration in wegt Bengal
va; set on fire by the ndian sipahis. The sipahis of
Behrampur, Murshidabad and Jalpaiguri in North Bengal and )
other stations in the northwest region sensed that there vas
an imminent danger of forcing Christianity upon them. Thus
"fhe flrst armed’revolt of 1857 wasctrlggered on the soll of
Bengal. (6] _ ' ,

But the #han who acted behind the upr1§1n§ vas a Mau-
lavi, Ahmedullah of Oudh. He vas a man of great abilitfes,
undaunted coﬁrage and stern determination and travelled ;}kew"
a vhirlwind from Khyber to Calcutta and inspired the gipa-
his. Hls emissaries had done their work thoroﬁghly. The/n\\
midnlg?t conferences in the huts of thé sipahis, not jdstmfh
Barrackpur buthin other stations far apart, had aimed and . ﬁg
qgreed upon one poiﬁt: the implanting of convictions in the
mind of the mative soldiers that thé masterg vho had annexed
Oudh would hesitate at notéing to complete thgir'vork:bf \_‘\‘
forclngAghen to become Christians. (7] : . - ;\

The dynamic léader of the mutiny was killed by the
" brother of a locg} Rajag a supp&rter of the British,. '

“Thus...by the hands of one of his own countrymen, term-

-~
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'1nated the 1ife of one of the principle fermentators of the

nﬁflny and the ablest and most persistent supporter.” (8)
Narration from another European, Sir Charles Trevelyan,
11lustrates the grave aftermath of the revolution:

The Bfitlsh now turned to avenge the wrong done to

them and herewith a reign of terror and atrocities

ensued...a general massacre followved and every

member of a class of religious enthusiast named

Ghazis were hanged. (91

In retrospect, thé real cause ofhthe mutiny stll;
stands to Be the British attempt to force modern and‘' Western
ideas upon the Eastgrn peopie, as in the la;d tenure system.
of Thomason. To fight back against this encroachment, the
Ulema, the princes of small native states, the ;obles of the
Mughal Court and, finally, ordinary sipahis all rose
together. . . \ ‘

After the supéression of the mutfny,‘ﬁmpgror Bahadur
Shah wvas brought to trial and wvas charged with proclaiming
himself the sovereign of India and abetting a revolution

ﬁﬁlcﬁ caused loss of 1life to the British. He was finally

‘heclared gullty and was transported awvay from his own coun-

try for 1ife. Thus faded {nto oblivion the last spark of
Muslim rulé in‘India. By‘npw thé East India Company va? re-
leased from administrative responsibilities and on August 2,
1858, Queen Victoria wvas proclaimed the Empress of India. (10])
Over the ruins of thf Indian Muslinms' shattered dreams,

Syed Ahmed Khan (1817-1898) came like & beacon of light. .

This pioneer of Muslim renaissance vith his practical and

# ’
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analytical mind probed éeep into the cause of the Sipahl

‘Mutiny and brought out the Asbab-e-Baghwat-e-Hind. [11]

There, he vrote that the real causes behind the re&olt vere
a) indign nisapprehension of the intentions of the British
rulers, b) the ill-suitedness of British laws and regqula-
tions to this country, c) the,lgnofqnce of the government
vith regard to the grievances and the needs of their sgb—
jects, d) the lack of sympathy of the rulers toward their
subjgcts and the policy of racial discrimination, e) the
lack of access to the legislative council% and f) mismanage-
ment in the afmy.

According to Syed Ahmed Khan, the main cause of the

mutiny was that the British power in India maintained a gap

. between the rulexr and-the ruled by not accepting any re-

presentaiion in the legislative council. On the other hand,
Syed Ahmed Khan vas consclious about the folly of his own
community, who he thought vere clinging to their outmoded
1deaa and also shunned the Western system of -education.

Appendix I of this thesis provldes data on the poor status

, of the Muslins” egucation, wvhich naturally bears an effect

upon ;he employment situation as well. ' .

Syed Ahmed Khan plunged into a broad based effort to
bring the merits of an Engllﬁh educatlo; to his co-religion-
ists. He founded the Scientific Soclety in 1864 and planned
to have English books written on vafious subjects translated

tqgg_yzdu: This was his prelérgnary move,. because Fhe

<

.
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bigotsa maulavis looked upon the study:of English Py a , !
Muslim as a little less than the embracing of Christianity.

But Sir Syed had ho intentlon to stop at that point. [(12] He
visited some of the British universities and plannéa to .;

establish a slmllgr one in Indla. Eventually, when he

brought his plan into reality, it had Qome valuable addi-

tions to it. He had to keep in mind that his institution

+ should infuse a spirit of nationality and brotherhood among

the students and thus equip them to take on the responsl-
bility of national development.

Under the forceful guidance of Sir Syed, and with the

h -
cooperation of Nawab Mohsin-ul Mulk, Altaf Hussain Hall, \

. Maulavi Chiragh All and other enthusiasts, a vigorous

campaign for £he proposed Hohammedén Anglo—Orlentai (MA®)
College popularly know as’the Aligarh Movement was started
against severe criticism, threats and opposition from the
orthodox class. Within a fev years, post-graduate and law

classes wvere started there, and the MAO College of Aligarh’

" became affiliated with Calcutta University. +

The philosophy behind founding this college was to

'lmparﬁxnoern and rational education to Indian Muslims in

order to make of the future generations worthy citizens. It
vas not just a local educational institute, but was intended
to serve as the ‘centre for a nationvide educational pro-

éranme and even expand it to the entire Muslim world beyond.ro

With this purpose in mind, Syed Ahmed Khan:organized in 1886
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thé Alf-;ndia Mohammedan Educational.COngress..Thzough the
ucohtinuous efforts of‘this'organization, MAO College vés
raised to thé status of a Muslim university in 1920.
. & Byed Ahmed Khan vas not a politician, and he made it
-very'cle;r that the Aligarh Hé;enent had no political
motive. qut at the same time @e understood politics tho-
roughly, In the posé mutiny period, British suppression of .
Muslims vas more ruthless because of the fear that the ’
success of the mutiny might hgve re-established Muslim rule
in India. At this perlod; vhen British policy pushed the
‘Huslims to the lowest ebb of misery, sir syed, a nononli—
tical“pérsoq, appeared as a saviouf of the political

catastrophe. (13]) He*belleved that according to the pchepts
of Islam, Jihad is not recommended against the rulers unless

thej prohlbif’uuslims from performing the Farz duties toward -

éQd, thus making the land a Dag-ui-ﬂar .

’ Such was not ‘the situation in British India. Sir 8syed
took much care to disprove the allegdtléné made by W.¥.
Hunter in his book The _Indian Mussalmans agalnsé the Wahabis
of India that they'vere\rebelstggalnﬁt the British. Through
nepiculous ;fforis, as wvas his habit, Syed Ahmed ihanﬂ'

- actually proved that it wvas a movement against the advances

~ 0f the infidel Sikhs and that the Indian Muslims -vere loyal %

o

to the Queen. (14
= -
81r Syed's pro-British mentality wvas fiercely criti-

cized by Jamaluddin Afghani (1838-i897), vho wvas S promoter
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of Pan-Islamism. During the second Qalf of the 19th centﬁ:y,
e..Christian povers vezé making successive moves against the

Muslim couniries such as Turkey, Egypt and the Sud;n,zfor

;example. A ‘man of chaiisnatic\iéadefshlp, Jamaluddin's

nessgge for the unification of the Muslim vorld exerclsed

. tremendous influence on all Muslim countries. But he vas
concerned abgpt the wvorld Husllma, vhereas 8ir Byed‘vas
devoutly engagedfin thinking out vays to save the Huallm; in
*Inqia. They differed in ;notherwvital point: quhanl'tﬁought, -g::
that Pan-IQ&amiLm and the anti-Western movement would free |
Muslims froﬁ oppre;slon}'but Syed Ahmed Khan was convinced
thatﬂthe Muslims of India could only develop thelr status ' -
through vinning the confgdencénof the wQsterh rulers.
The later partbbi\gge 19th century vas important with 3
regaiﬁ to organizational efforts on the part of the Indlans.
- Another Huéﬁim visionéry, Syed Ameer Ali, of ﬁengal, vas
| trying to brinéhfhe Muslims under 'a national organizatloz,
namely tQ@—National Hohamnedanlhssociation (1817). Thzougq
tth,'he‘could foresee tq; emergence of a Muslim separatist -
sp}rlt wvhich vas most needed at that time of despaii.
;’ o A broad-pased political organizaflon named the Indian
Nationgi Congress vas founded in 1855. Bir gsyed vas cgltlcf{
-~ 0f the founding of a political body like the Congress; he
came to regard it as an organizat;on_qf "Bénéali Babus." To

co vlnc?‘hil'othervise,,ren&vned politician Bidruddin "
'foab‘n vrote him a letter. >

Y . \
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8yed Ahmed Khan's attitude tgyards the ﬁengalls vas not
very clear, because at times it aﬁpeared that he equated
" them with a nation or Qaum. In an article aiainét'COEgress'
move for holding the Civil Service competltfve examination
in Indla, he vrote:
The £irst ¢6nd1€16n for introduction of a competi- - )
tive examination is that all people in that coun-

try should belong to one Qaum...[Thel case 1is
gquite different with India, vhere one nation is
far ahead of the other in western education. Can
the Mohammedans cope with tlhie Bengalis in higher
English education? I ask the Hindus and Mohammed-
_ ans of Behar wvhether they are able to compete with Ca
Bengalis. (15) g ‘

‘Tﬁe ﬁi&me objective of the Cofigress, as vaq éxplafned
to s?r~EYQd by its leader Tayabji, was to unite the dif-
ferent communities and provinces under one u?b;ella ozgaﬁ-
ization. But expon;nts of Mﬁsllm separatism, such as Syed . Qﬁ\
Ameer All and Nawab Abdul Latif in Beggal, ;;1ntained a
neqative opinion. To them, the diversity of rellg;ons and‘
_ethical norms made the absolute fusion of races among all .
inhabitants of India lnpiactigfble. Iﬁdlan Muslims had a 3
separate identity.which they preferred to keep instead of /
merging into the nilieu of Indlanﬁhlﬁdusn
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CHAPTER B I
THE SEPARATIST MOOD AND MOVEMENTS OF BENGALI MUSBLIMS B

That the Indlan Muslims had a separateﬂand distinct
identity vhich they preferred to kéep becamé gradually
apparent during the 19th cgntury ané}onvards. Syed Ahmed f
Khan wvas awvare of it, and his ﬂllgarh Movemént was the
motivated attempt of railsing the standard o¥ the Indla;
Muslims through amalgamation of Eastern values with Western.
eduéation. . '

The sepiratist mentality as such was more consplcusua
in Bengal; this probably was due to their own backvard ¥
‘condipions in education and employment. The Hindus and the
Muslims reacted in two difﬁerent vays toward the advent of
the West. .

. To the Muslims, Brlt?sh supremacy ofrpayer aiﬁays
reminded them‘o£~the1r defeat by the foreigners. Their®

antipatﬁy tovards the rulers was again rec}btocated; the

" British did everything in thelr power to curb the Muslim

iﬁtelligentsla and undermine their influence in every sphere
of activities. [1] This fact, plus the unwillingness of the
Muslims to accept 'a Western system oﬁ educatlon;~resu1ted {n
thé_denlal of dﬁportunltles in servic; and commerce, Deprl;

ved of their own traditional mode of education and because
-

of their present unuéLlingﬁess or inability to derive bene-
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£its from the nev system, the Muslims as a community, went

through a period of intellectual stagnation. [2] v

Thelr an%ipathy towards the British wa; agdiavatéd'by
the affernath of the’Hutiny of 1857. Both Muslims and Hindus
took part_ln the revolt, ;et the Mughal emperér, being the
fiqurehead of the uprising along with a spiritual leader.'s
patronage of the mutiny idea, shifted the entire blame over
the Mulem6f~Ear11ef reyivalist movements in Bengal supplied
more fuel to the British idea that the Muslims were their
chief enemy and potential source of danger. ‘

on the other hand, Hindus adopted Western educabi%;,
and, eventually in Bengal, the fields of education and
émployment vere largely dominated by progressive minded
Hindus. (See Appendix II) The rule;s, vho had to recognize
the Hindu's superiority in education, were grétlfied to
accept the fact that Bengall Muslims really lagged fag
behind. Finally, a time came when a small group of urban
Urdu-edﬁcated and m#in;y upper-class Muslims of Bengal
?tarted articulating their érlevances ‘?ainst the measur;s
adopted g§ the British government.

To their disappointment, they found that the Hindu
College established from the.funds available through Hindu

soclety vas not open to Muslim students, whereas the Haji

Mohsin College in Hughly founded by the phllpnthzopic’nove

of Haji Mohsin vas being monopolized by Hindu students. For
no .

i

years, Hindu boys‘ve;e f&.i@%ed there free of charge and
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.ﬁvbooks vere given to them at the cost of the inatitute. (3)

Nawvab Abdul Latlif (1828-1893) occupied a revered posi-
tion in the deve10pmen;qgifgranme for Bengall Muslims
through his persistent endeavour and sinceze—yet-llberﬂ&
outlook toward community welfare. He vas professor of
Persian in Calcutta Madrasah and, later on, joined the
gbvernment service. Like Syed Ahmed Khan, he too vas not a
segrqgationist, and 18 spite of devotion to h}s ovn reli-
glon, he never expressed any antagonism towvard tﬁe other
faiths. His primary aim was to direct his own community, put
the strategies which he followved for spreading eduqstlc and
other movements were contributing toward the overall
development of Bengal. \

To two complete generatlons of his countr}men, Nawvab
Abdul Latif formed the link between the past and the pre-
sent. He led his co-religionists onto a new path of achlieve-
mentvwiéhoup losing his oréhodoxy but at the same time d;ew
appreciation from the Hindu intelligentsia. The Hindu B
Patriot of Calcutta claimed in its June~1880 issue that his
name vas a household name in many a Hindu family. It had
been rightly observed that to Abdul Latif the Bengali Mus-
lims owed a debt of gratitude, as dig the Muslims of upper

India to Syed Ahmed Khan.

.Calcutta Madrasah vas foundéd.in October 1870 by Warren

Hastings. The object bépind i}s founding and keeping it
under direct British patronage and bureaucratic control vas

—
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no doubt different from that of the Aligarh Movement, vhich

accepted the English and the Western system of education '

vith the inclusion of modern subjects in its curricula. ¢

Calcutta Madrasah wvas avowedlyNQB institution for teaching

Islamic fundamentals through Afablc and Persian, overlooking

the fact of whether or not it -kept them away from broader

and more modern education flelds. : i v
, Even after Nawab Abdul Latif moved avay from his teaEgL“

ing post at Calcutta Madrasah, he remalned active 1n the ‘

education for the Behgali Muslims ahd hence in the‘aiea of

soclal velfare. He was fully awvare of the big gap that had

been created between the Hindu intelligentsia and the urban

Muslim elites, who deliberately alienated themselves from

the greater bulk of Ne; (convert) Muslims whose soclio-

cultural background and 1anguag§ wvere pure Bengall, (4]

This bifurcation betwéen the Sabegl and New ﬁusliﬁs
acted as a barrier against the overall progress of the
community. The backward Muslims could not catch up with the
more progressive Hindus. For them, at thgt‘mombnt, a need
fo; tvo things was felt: the Muslims' own separate enter-
piise, and coopération and protection from the rulers. This
gave the British bureaucracy an oppoxtunity to apply again J
in practice their policy of divide and rule, hovevet, moves
£o§ separate enterprise vere started thereafter. |

Anjgmag-e-lslanl (an ﬁssociation), the Mohammedan
Literary boclet} (a group promoting sepazaté Hﬁsllm Bengall

3 - o
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literary achlievements), and Durbeen (a journal voicing the

need and f‘flect}ng on the pllbhis of Muslims) all had ewmer-
ged during this period of hope and.asplxﬁtion. fhua a heo-
modernistic movement was l;unched with the conviction that
the Bengall Muslims should fully establish theii ssparate
identity. “

‘Certalnly there were differences of opinion about how

to ach}eve this purpose, and the madrasah education vas one

-such issue of debate. For examplg, the Calcutta Madrasah

empﬁasized teaching. Arabic and Persian languages along with
IFslamic ethics. No douSL, the system provldeg an opportunity
to get oriented in one's own religious.bellefs and prac-
tices, but it could not keep up its popular appeal and

usefulness in the face of rapid progress made by the non-

Muslims. Again, the* Muslims were still not intellectually

prepared to withstand the Western influence and wvere cling-

ing to thelr Maktab and madrasah education. Sir Willlam

Hunter wrote: "Our systegy of public instruction is opposed
to the tzadition,,nﬂiﬁ;zf; to the requirements and hateful

‘€0 the religion of Muasalmans.” (5]

As stated earlier, Syed Ameer Ali (1849-1928) wvas

\

another pioneer of the Muslim renaissance in Bengal. He

. pointed out while presiding over the 13th session of the All

Indian Education Conference that Muslim education in Bengal

needed to be remodelied along the lines of Aligarh, other-

wvise he opined that the gross disparity that existed in the

A%
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-notion of complete withdraval from pblitlcs. He thought

49

—
Val

province wvould never be removed. 5 ‘

Syed Ameer Ali had a very progressive,outh’k with
respect to reform strategles. While othetg before him tried
to shéw that Islam vas_not‘opposed to progzesg; he virtually
fdentified the religion with progress and characterized the

faith with every modern virtue. with this’conviction, he

i)

proceeded to iptroduce never ideas for remodelling the

g madrasah education. This liberal reformer voiced the hopes

of modern Bengalis through an assocliation that he started in

1877 named the National Mohammedan Assoclation. .
Nawvab Abdul Latlf maiﬁtained a conservgtive approéch
tovard Muslim education and opposed Ameer Ali's idea of
remodelling the gagragah in the llght\oﬁ»the modern ang
secular needs-of the perlod. The 1deof;g1ca1 riftfbetweéno

these two dedicated Bengall Muslims was prolonged over the

.last quarter of the 19th century. But in spife of this

difference of opinion, both sgrved in an untirfng nEnner to
- . d ,

promote the cause of Mub1ins of ‘Bengal.

L3

Nawab Abdul Latif too, like Sir Syed, supported ¢

for their future prosperity the Bengali Muslims needed the

protbction‘and patronage of the Qritish. Both of theﬁngave

education toﬁ priority over all other matters. Qpeef‘&li
could foresee a "Hindu natlonalism" looming over the horizon
of Bengal's intellectual field. The Hindu ndéelist Bankim -
Chandra irf his book Anandanai:p openly depicted the Muslins

Ty
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(Ja?:?§) as the enemy of Indlans or Hindus. His slogan a;ngg

Hataran, later op with the initlatbve of the Indian National
Congress, became their natiqnal slogén. It vas not easy for
Musl*ms to accept this sentiment of equating Hinduism viEh
Indian nationalism.

Later on, Ranga Lal Banerjee and even liberal po;t
Rabindra Nath Tagore either consciously or uhconﬁéioualyd“

accepted this segregationist mentality of Hindus \Tngo e in

one of his vel;uggovn poems, gggg__aee [6)] narrated the ’
revolt of the Sikhs in Punjab in thelr challenge to Muslims
and pralsed their heroi;m. However, in Tagore's writings,
the difference in the two religlous faiths did not put up a
barrier agaihst appreciation of human septlments. His Short
sgpry Kabulivallah nazg;tedwthg plight of a Muslim Afghan

moneylénder vho showered his genuine affections on a little

. Hindu girl, and it became a classic for its humane appeal.

On the ‘other hand, Kazi Nazrul Islam not iny intro-
duced Islamic ballads into Bengali literature, but‘also
bréught forfh the Pan-Islamic sentiment too. [7] Over-the
v1¢tory and renalssance of the Turkigh peoéle brought about
by Kamal Atatq;k, Nazrul vrbte fhe opening verse of a poenm

thus: Kamal tu ne kamal kia bhal -- the £irst Kamal is the

person and the other meant his bravado. Thus a trend wvas set
iﬁ the‘development'Gf"ipnuslim Bengall tradltioangkliteza-
ture vhich slowly developed J}self vith a rich vocabulary

) .
taken from Persian, Arabic and Urdu scripts. The role of
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" Nazrul Islam to Bengali literature and Bengali Muslims could

be compared with the poet-philosopher sir Mohammed Igbal

. (1873-1938) in his contribution to Urdu literature and the

Muslim renalissance.

buring the 19th century, the Hindu religlon was subject

to tdﬁ$strong currents of movements. The second quarter of

L 4

the century sawv a syncretic kovement under the initiatlon of

Ram Mohan Roy, Devendra Nath Thakur and Keshab Chandra sen.

J

This reform mqvement vas named Brahma Samaj Motivated

tovard bringing in freedom from the age-old supeistitioné of

I's
Hindulsm, this moyement shook the ver;:e foundation of the
ancient religion. The other movement after the 1860s was a
swing back toward reinstating Vedic Hindulsm. In Bengal,

Sree Ram Krishna and swaml Vivekananda started preaching

Vedic Ideology anew. The most remarkable factor here 1is that

this revivalist movément demanded that "Indian nationalism"

be a corollary to Hindu faith. Dr. R.C. Majumdar wrote about

this nationalism thus.

This was not an lsolatgd”ékpres ion of a view

casually formed, but rested on a deep rooted con-

viction, at first confined to a small section,

...was gradually imbibed...by a large majority of

educated people. (8]

Pliblication of the National Paper in 1867 and the
foundation of an assoclation named the National Foundifion
vere Bnly a fev expressions of that conviction. It was
during this,period that a Muslim renalssance was initiated.

The i{dea of a separate nationality wvas beglnnlng'to take
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shape and a spirit of poi@tical consciousness developed. The
National Mohammedan Association 0f Ameexr All and the
Mohammedan Literary Society (1863) founded by ADd:; Latif
received recognition from the dovernment as the mouthpleces

of the Bengall Muslims. Soon, they demanded educatlion and

employment facllities for Muslins as vell as separate

elective bodies for thenm.

Both of them tried to keep the Mus1ims avay from
getting directly into politics and the Congress party. The
reason beh;nd their conviction vas that unqpalified adoption
ofuthe Congressite programme would lead to the political 3
extinction of the Muslims. .

The most interesting fact was that in Bengal the
Muslims restrained from joining the overwhefmlngly popular
National Congress, whereas in northwestern, cent;al and
southern India, Muslim membership in the Congress was not at
all negligible. Alsb among them were the Deoband Beminary
Ulema. [9] Sir Syed was probably the first Muslim leader 1in
these regions vho vas publicly critical of the role and
claim of the Congreés. In spite of fhatv nobodf called him ;
communally bilased person becausé o# his towering service to
society. In reply to Badruddin Tayabji's request to join -
Congress, he wrote back that he objected to every congress,
in any shape or form, which regarded India as one nation."

But in Bengal, the Muslims themselves were confused as

to what should/fﬁhtheir proper political approach. Three

<y
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factors might have contributed té the growth of their‘
feelihg of political and social'inéecurity: First, convert

Muslims vere looked down upon by ledu Bengallis., By

"Bengali" they only meant .themsely, s, Huslims vere nicknamed

Mlechchas, and the tvo communitieg did not eat together or

s

intermarry. Second, there was a disparity in education and
employmént. Third, Bengall Hindu leaders entertained the
idea of equating Hindu nationalism with Indian nationélism.
Hence we £ind that Bengali Muslims ;ere seeking a solid and
- honourable platform to sténd upon; ‘hey had to recover from
. the inferior status that .they had acquired through ;orcé ofﬁ
circumstance. ) _ )

Now the development of‘the Muslim separatist movement
in Bengal had been established. d the leaders been -
accommnodating to each other's points of view and Joined
hands across provincial boundaries, the status of Bengall
Muslims would have been lifted up onto the same solid
.platform as their co-religlonists in upper India. But
history vitnessed how, during the course of the last 100
fears, the Muslims of Bengal had to fight a lonely battle
against anti-Muslims on the one hand and with }eégprs of

thelr own faith on the other.
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- CHAPTER 6 .
* \ MUSLIM BEPARATISM CRYSTALLIZES
The province .of Bengal always occupied a distinct ~

position in Indian politics. Among Bengall Hindu intel-
lectuals, many Qere endoved with great potentialities and
leadersﬁlp abl{}ties. At one time, the venerated congrgsaman

Gopal Krishna Gokhale sald that what Bengal thinks today

,"Ihdla thinks tomorrow. In this context, it was presumably:

natural that the happenings of Bengal would influence Indian

national sentiment and/policy

Elzeady arift was becoming apparent betveen Muslim and
Hindu Bengalis in the last quarter of the 19th and early
part of the 20th century. The British adopted measures in
suck a fashion that it only videned the gap. T
ﬂOne,such move was Lord Curzon's decision to partition

Bengal. To the Indians, this policy fixed the conéour of

. future political .development, stirred deep apprehenkion and

plunged the country intp communal animosity. Horedverﬂ"
political historians believe that th;g Brf&ish policy drag-
ged the Bengali Muslims Into politics and brought 'the two
communities, who lived together for centuries, face to face
vith openirivélry. ’ .
Curzon came to Indla‘in i§99 as Viqgroy. As a capable

diploﬁ?t, he first galned the confidence-and frieﬁﬂshlp of
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the Bengalis, who vere attracted by his eloquence. He
thought that.the combined territories of Bengal, Bihar and
Orissa -- vhich the Hughals'lumped-together and had a popu-

lation of 80 million people in an area of 189,000 square

miles -- was really too great a responsibllffy for the

' administrators. (1] . { .

5 L
e -

"

It vas true thsf East Bengal, on the opher side;of the
‘Gaséeslriver, vas a negleéted area. Unlike the western side,
I}his’part vas not urbanized, and tﬁere the peasantry under
the wvealthy Hindu zaﬁ;ndegs/ vho mostly lived in the great
city of galcutta, vere crushed under poverty .and illiteracy.
Even the police system vas feeble, and, as a result, people
of rural areas lived constantly under unstable conditions of
law and order. In short, there existed a sharp difference
-between the educated and alert gentry -- mostly the Hindus
of wQst Bengal -~ and the depressed men behlnq*the plough of
East Bengal. ‘

¥hatever political ;etivation sorked behind the British
move of partitioning Bengal, the official reasons advanced
vexe that a) the overburdened government of the province of
Bengai needed administsatlve relief, b) the administration.
of the districts of East Bengal was exceedingly defective,
and c) Assam vas in need of a?/outlet to the sea and the ‘
port of Chlffagonq could serve that purpose. Ldrq Curzon

forwvard-ed this.scheme to the India Secretary in February

1905 y{th his suggestion of naming the newv province as Ngﬁth
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Eastern Province. The scheme vas approved, but the name vas

changed to Eastern Bengal and Assan.

4
5]

The paﬁtition of Bengal caused very strong repercus-

-s8ions in the‘BengalL/community, vhose members equated this
{

move with dividing the Bengali race info two. But evidence
showed- that the Hindus felt they vou§6 cease‘enﬁoylng a
monopoly in government jobs in the nevly-created Musllm; \
majority province, and that Calcutta, which had alwvays been
a privileged épot in British rule, would now have a rival in
Dacca. (2] The educated Hindus, including members of the A
bar, condemned the idea of partition. Four le;aing journals
of Calcutta, all owned by Hindus -- The Bengal}, Amritbazar
Patrika, The Indian Mirror :hd The ﬂigéu gé;zgg; -- started
a)vehement'campaign against partitioﬁz (3] October 16th wvas
observed as a d?y of mourning for the dishgmbeiment of
"Mother Bengal."

Turning to the other co;munity, a}though partition
mighf have beeﬂ planned with a political motive by the
British, the Muélims, wvho had not manded lt, vere gene-
rally in a wvelcome mobd. The Hi‘du leadership tzled at first
to resist partition by giving the impression that the oppo-
sition was an expression of gene;#l national feeling and
enlisted the support of the Muslims, gggﬂgghi_Anﬂgl;n[’or
the movement for boycotting British goéds, vas launched as a
token chalienge to the_}ulezs' decision. But gradually:the

opinion of the two communities became sharply dlvided}along
' x

y
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“\zeligious lines, and the movement took a tpfn tovard com-
;unalism. On September 20, 1905, thousands of Hindus ga-
thered in the temple of the goddess Kali to take vows. The ﬂ
antiQpattltion agitation instailed Shiyaji as a' national
hero. [41 ° o sz

' This humiliafed,the Muslims because they were used to
listening to the pathés expressed ln'Bengali lullables about

the plunder made by the Maratha Bargis. A suspicion nov

- crept {nto the Muslim mind as to who the Hindus vere oppo-

~)
sing -- the Brgtish ruler or the Bengall Muslims, whom they

did not consider as "Bengali proper."

IThe gravest part of this issue was that the embittered
feeling between the Hindus and the Muglims vas no longer
confined withinGBengal, fhe ééovlnce concerned. It spread
into other parts of Indila and affected amutual feelings. The
fuling“power vas apprehensive of such a turn of events, but
to add more to'their achievement, a sp{it came* even amongst
the Muslims. Some leaders and zaminders, such as Maulavi
Dildarinak;h, Dr. Gafoor Ismail and Abul Qaseﬁ voi¢ed their
protest against partition and ignored the qnthusiasnéof

) ~ thelr own community in anticipatioﬂ of gaining favours:

| Syed Ameer Ali thought that the National Mohammedan
Association, which he iaunched in_1877 and with branches all
over Indla, vould gather together all the Indian Muslims.
under its banner and help them formulate their own strategy

In order to safeguard their existence in the subcontinent.

s -
. .
.
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' Ameer Ali's proposal. But the time had come when it vas no
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' He expected Syed Ahmed Khan to join hands; hovever, Syed

remained firm about not mihgllné in politics and refused

- longer posslble for the Muslims to keep themselves aloof

from political developments.

'If Ameer Al should be credited with visualizing the-
need for Muslim politics in India, Nawab Khavaja Salimuilah '
of Dacca deserves to be called the architect behind itg

foundation Under his 1n1t1at1ve, the Muslim League was

) founded in Dacca on December 30, 1906. Actug}ly, g?e urgency

of founding a national Muslim organization mxght have been
lyiﬁg dormant in Bengali Muslims' pindé.becausp in spite of
their be1n§ th€ majority community in the province, a'very
discreet effort had been creatihg an uﬁdercurrent through
the generatléns to keep them at a lover sccial stratum.
Again, the coneept of ruling Iﬁdia by hoiding the tvo com-..
munities against each other was embedded in the British
policy of adminlstration, and it found expression from time

. e . /
to time in their statements and actions, producing the

anticipated result. ° ‘o
"
N.C. Chowdhury, the Hindu aut%pr of The Autobjography
¢
of an Unknown Indian, described how-the partition of Bengal
ey

. left a permanent legacy of estrangement between the tvo

communities and hov a cold dislike for the Muslims settled
down ‘In the Hindu heart. He recalled hov Hindu boys would

refuse to sit with thelr Muslim classmates. "New arrange- --- -’

Al
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ments vere nQde to meet the Hindu demand, by dividing each
of the school classes into two Qections." (5]

on the opposite side ;f the picture; an even more
tragic tale vas wvaiting: Muslims of upper and central Indla
éons[dered themselves as the'deécpndants of -the original
nnusllm immigrants and looked down upon the Muslims of
Bengal, since they were mostly converts: These two corrosive
ideas created a éonfusing mentallity in the éengali Muslims,
vh;}aln fact, vere neither inferior Muslims nor outcast

Bengalis. So they strongly f;&t the need for a forum for

their selffexpresslon and thought -that thelir self-assurance

could develop only through political stabllity..

The political events moved fast. After six'years, the
partition of Bengal was aﬁﬁulled, presumaﬁli for admlnistia-
tive reasdhs. The leaders of East Bengal were bitter in
thelzfﬁesentment,lfor vhatever prospect for progmess came to
théir door;tep vas lost in the'globm oftdespair.

The humiliation of East Bengal vas\further enhanced by

v

later events. One such event concerned the governhent's plan
to establish a univexsity at Dacca in order ;o introduce
higher education to the people. The Congress leaders and
especially Surendra Nath Banerjee vere'inslstént~that such a
move vould .accentuate the existing differences be;veen“the
E]fferent communities and thét there wasg no point in‘esta-

blishing a university for ﬁhe-pr;i§£11§'agriculthral people

of'East Bengal. However, Dacca Unlvéublty vas'érentuallﬁ

.o,
[
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founded in 1921 and became a grgat seat of learning. This

was the first Indian university where Islamic Studies wase

While all these deaelopments took«?hape in Bengal,
there was a more amicgblg communal envlzonmentﬁln central
India. The Khilafef issue emerged in 1919, and both Maulana
Mohammad All and M.K. Ghandi politically utilized the
situation. The All brothers gave a clarlon call to Huallms‘q'
to join the Khilafat movement, and ﬁr. Gandh! arranged to
align his Non-Cooperation movement with them., Both movementq
targeted the British to come dow? and accept their
proposition, but the political situation was not as easy as
those leaders conceived it to be. Young Turks rose in
rebellion against Caliph Sw»ltan Abdul '‘Hamid, and thelr A
leader, Kamal Pasha, abolished the office of Caliph itself.
Gandhi wvas disappointed, because he actually aimed to use
the Khilafat issue as an experimental ground for p;oving the
success of his Ahimsa Ashohojog or Non-Violent Non-
Cooperation theory. Of course, this wasynot a totally newv
concept. Tolstoy too believed in the success of such a
programme, and Maulana Azad also suggested a similar
stzatégy. .

The Muslimlleaders of Bengal mostly gave their moral
support to the Khilafat movement. But none of the ventures

brought the expected result. Even thé structure of Hindu

Muslim unity which wvas supposed to build up through the two
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movements crunpled very soon. Whatever unity developed

turned into communal hatred, as the anti-cow slaughter,
ghuddhi Andolan and Shangothon movements spread their fury’

and fume against Muslims all over Indla, from Kohat in the

north to among the Mapilas in the south.
" The Khilafat movement and Gahdhi's Non-Cooperation
"movement -terminated the entire political mechanism, which
falled through the lack of coordinatlon o£ efforts and
cohezence of actions among the leaders. vho wvere working

nostly wlth their own‘stgategies. (61 , ‘

It is “also important for anybody who is interested {n
following up the political developments in India to studf
the relfgio-political evolution and to take note oﬁ/ghe fact
that the re-entry of Hindu Mahasava into aggressive gplia
tics made the Muslim League's role easier for rallying the'

'conﬁused Indian Muslims under its banner. Hindu Mahahava
leader Vinayak Damodar Savarkar once said: "If y&h vish, 0
Hindus, to prosper as a great and glorious Hindu nation
undex the sun; and you will have a claim on it, that state
must be established under the Hindu Flag." (7] His volce
captured the imagination of the Hindu masses. He ascertained ) Ve
that India could not be assumed to be a unitarian and
homogeneous nation because there vere two nations iﬁ the

’ main: the Hindus and the Husllns.

For the purpose of this thesls, ve shall explore the

- ~—-political situation vhich made M.A. Jinnah -- vho entered

~
‘

e
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, “A
"' politics as a.congressman but at a later stage became a most
prominent Muslim leaguer -- change his political conviction.

Through hig intliimate contacts with two political stalvarts,
Dadabhai Nabroji and Gokhale, Jinnah built-Jp his reputation
as a gifted and unprejudiced politician. Sarojini Naidu, a
Congress lgader, called Jinnah an ambassador of Hindu-Muslim
u%lt&. |

As a strict constitutiop-bound_pollt cian, Jinnah re-
frained from giving his supporﬁ to the emotional call of
eithé; the Khilafat or the Non-Cooperation movement. Over
successive disagreements with G;ndhl‘about,political str&-
tegies, Jinnah found it increasingly}difficult to cope with
ﬁahatma's personal ways of handling nat{ynal poiitics: Once

a staunch supporter of Congress, Jinnah now 6;qane alien to
* R

_the party's policy, machinations and métivatlon.iyb joined
‘the League in 1913 and vas elected*to’be the piréx'a presi-
dent in 1924. @qpt he still cherished the .ideal 6f communal

. harmony was evidénf In the statement: "The Muslim League is
| fighting the Brit;éh and not the Hindus. It is a wicked lie’
i " = to say that we are fighting the Hindus. We are not fighting

the great Hindu community." (8]

The second Round Table COnkerence“held in 1931 {n

England did not bring fotth any outstanding results., In
despalr over political stagnation and for.personal reasons,
Jinnah decided to stay avay from po{ififs—and settle down in

.London; ge left for England in 33r1y01932. The despair he
i . 3 4




-

/

felt over the political situation in India is evidept here:

./« «The Hindu sentiment, the Hindu mind, the Hindu ‘e
attitude led me to the conclusion that there wvas A
.np hope of unity...I began to feel that neither h }
could I .help India, nor change the Hindu men
- ' tality,..nor could:-I make the Musalmans redlize )
‘ . the precarious position. I felt so disappointed
'} and depressed that I decided to settle down in
London. Not that I didn't love India, but I felt
N 80 utterly helpless. [9)

In spite of this; he tried to come into persénal con-

)
tact with Mahatma for the purpose of settling Congress-

T

League diéputes; but his reconcil};tory move was not
‘reciprocated. The election in India was fiied_to be held in
. early 193?, but the Congress and the League foiioved their " 4
owvn separate elecglon.organization. ginnahfstili insisted
that theré vas no difference betveen.t:rjldeals of the
E Huslim .League and of the Congress, the”idea being complete
freedom for Indla. " et
Although Congress had an OVerwhelmiﬁg victory 15 seven
provinces, 1t was apparent that_an overall Muslim political
consciousness vas developlng After the election, the League

L\ . expressed its villlngness 'to enter ;‘to a coalition vith the

Congress, but Jawaharlal Nehru dishonoured q1nnah's offer
R , and atﬁemp;ed to ignore any role of the League by saying
! iy . ’

. ~. , / ,
;hat in the polltical history of the country there vere only T ,
_ “two parties th\t counted: the Brltish and the Congress. Jin- I

‘nah retorted at this contemptuous dismissal of the League
4

.saylng that there was a third party: the Muslims. About the

;ituation'uauléna Azad vrote in his book India Wins Freedom:

! ] ’ X 3
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)?;fxthe U.P. League's offer of cooperation had been
accepted, the Muslim League Party would for all
practical purposes have merged in the Congress. -
Jawaharlal's action gave the Muslim League in U.P.
a nev lease of life...it was from U.P. that the
League was reorganized. Mr. Jinnah took fhll
advantage of the situation...vhich ultimately led
to Pakistan. ([10) .

However, the Muslim community of India could not spare

_Jinnah into ;political retirement.lThe poet-phliosopher sir

Mohanmed. Igbal wrote to him, insisting that in that critical o
ioment.Jlnnah come back to politics, Jinnah,ze-entezed into

active politics before the end of 1937. .
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CHAPTER 7
- @ \
AKHAND BHARAT AND THE TWO-NATION THEORY
4

A couple years after J%nnah came back into dlfect poli-
tics, the Muslim League had been successfhl in accumulating
a large amount of support. The .Indian Muslims vere rapidly
*loslng falth in the secular stance of the Congress, and‘they
developed a convictlon fhat the Congress was essentially a
Hlndu body. Soon, Jinnah vas held up before the Muslim
populace as the one leader vith whom the Congress was anxi-

9
ous to come to terms \ (1)

In Bengal, A.K. Fazlul Huqg -- whom the Muslims adoring-
ly gave the title hgg-e Bangla (Tiger .of Bengal) because of
his undaunted and dedlcated service to the Muslims in Bengal
-- H.8. Suhrawardy, a most gifted orator and organizer, and
political intellectual Abul Hashem made the progress of the
\YQJLeague even faster. . | - @

In 194Q, the All-India Muslim Leagu? held its conven-
tion in Lahore. There, Fazlul Hug thled the Pakistan
resolution: that 1is the demﬁﬁd for a separate homeland for
the Husllms. In the face of thd‘%ircunstance, this was N

thought to be the only political sblution; Hindus and( =
Muslims belgaged to two religloué philosophies and s;cial
codes of life. Whatever affin{ty devéiopﬁd betveen the two

A
communities was destroyed through the rise of Hindu revi-

|
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valism. The bridges which the Muslims took many years to
construct vere destroyed. But Gandhi together with other

Congress leaders expressed thelr downright opposition to

this Two-Natlion Theory. Under no clircumstances wvere they

prepared'td dismember the Akhand Bharat. ’ )
Turning toward the soclal, political and economic'bcen%)/

of Bengal, there was a prolonged state of turmoil and agony

~ between 1939 and 194?? There was high 1n£1atlon due to the

effect of the Second World War, terrorist activitlies were

videspread during 1942, and then the devastating man-made

famine of 1943 wiped away hundreds of thousands of lives. On

the pof&tical scene, disagreement between Sher-e-Bangla and

Jinnah, along with some leadérg of the Muslim minority ¢

provinces, gradually became very apparent. In a letter to

Liaguat Alil Khan, secretary general of the Muslim League,

wvho later was to become the first prime minister of Paki-

stan, A.K. Fazlul Hug wrote on September 8, 1941:
I protest emphatically against the manner ip which
Bengal and Punjab Muslim interests are being im- =
periled by Muslim leaders of "Minority Provinces."
...They neilther realize responsibilities of Muslim
Premiers of these provinces nor care for reper-
cussion on politics of Bengal. [2] .
Fazlul Huqg challenged Jinnah and the League wOrking.

Committee, at one point, on the issue of the National

Defence Council. As prime mover of the Pakistan Resolution,

Fazlul Huq never could nor 4id say anything against the

concept of Pakistan. It vas in his province where the Muslim
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League vas born in 1906, during the period when the people
of East Bengal got thelr ffrst chance to speak out about
their needs and demands. Bengal was partitioned in 1905, and
Bengall Muslims felt their freedom lessen under’the op-
pressive monopoly of the Hindus in every area of life. If
there vas one Bengall Hindu‘libeial leader sucﬁ\as liberal
iiader Deshbandhu C.R. Das, there were many more 11K e

Surendra’ Nath Banerjee ta overpover his decisioa about

Muslim welfare.

The gravity of the situation gave the Muslim leade;
Bengal the conviction that Muslims of the province v
rever be gxanted their rightful share 133 t ey themse ves
£a11ed to strive for those rights. It was this zealization
of the harsh reallty that made the Muslims move away from
the Congress, and, as was observed by the politically-vise
Congress: leader, Maulana Azad, the first seed of Pakistan
vas sown in thelr mind. But Sher-e-Bangla found to his’
dismay that his stralghtforvaid political views were giving
the non-Bengall leaders opportqnity to make allagatlons
against him. He wrote on November 14, 1941: -

It is an 1rony of fate .that\of all who have given

thelir best to build up the omly natlonal organ-

‘ization of Muslim Indla, I should have the object

of so much misunderatandlng and so much uninformed

criticism. (31

This was not a letter of "apology," as had been de-
scribed by Sharlf-ai-ngthid, Jinnah's blogzapher, but a

\ ..
letter of "regret" for the uninformed criticism against him.

t
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But the more regrettable fact wvas that he wvas expelled from

the Leégue, and instead of another leader fzom,Bengal, M.A,
Ispahani replaced him in the League Working Committee.
While the British were busy fighting against Germany
and Japan in the Second wWorld war, India's ‘hope for freed&k
- receded, and the whole couﬁtfy seethed under polltica;
unrest. At that mément of high tension, Gandhij! launched
 his "Do pr, Die" movement to-captivate the attention of the

. British. .\

5 At last, the war came to an end,xnnd’the yictory vas in

5

‘———— favour of Great Britain and her allies. The British govern-

ment realized the gravity of the situation in India and were
prepared to grant her freedom.

Prime Minlster Atlee decided to send a high powvered

" cabinet mission to India. Shortly before the mission arr;;ed

in India with two proposals, the election of the central and

provincial legislatures had takgn place, and tbis time the
results from the Muslim electorates gavé them the impetus to
march forward togard optaining thelr separate ﬁomeland.

N | The first proposal of the Cabinet Mission, on q13cua;
sion with thé Indian politi;;1 leaders, vas to take positive
steps tovards the future constitution of India. Their;second
objective vas to form a represéntative body with members
from the Congress, the Muslim League and the Indian Native

' gtates. The Congress considered the Mission had come just to

o «

kill some time. Later,zpeisuadbd by the Qiceroy and members
' . .
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of the Mission, Congress joined in to discuss thelir pro-

grammes.

1t vas humiliating for the League to £ind that in the -
Cabinet Mission Plan there wvas no.expliclt mentlion abdut the

-sepafate soverelgn Muslim state, an 1ssue which they had

demanded to be gettled prior to the British departure. At

the ;ame time, the Mission confirmed the very real Muslim

| apprehension that thelr culture and political and soefal

life would become 31¥merged if there were a purely unitary
Indla in wvhick the H

members, would be the dominating element. But the Mission

ndus, with theif~greatly superior

virtually rejected the partition proposal on the grounds
that it would not solve the communal minority problem. It
sav no Jjustification for lnc}uding the districts of Punjab,
Ben911 and Assam, where the.éopulation vas predominantly
non-Muslim, yithln a sovereign Pakistan. The Mission stated
that every argument which could be used in favour of

Pakistan could also be used in favour of the exclusion of

- the non-Muslim districts of Pakiséén. In spite of this, the

Nﬁslln League Counclil decided to accept the Cabinet Mission

—— -

-

plan, as tbat vas the last string FhaEmfbthF°U1d hang .on

to.

Y

About the representative bédy or the Interim Govern-
ment, the viceroy assured Jinnah tha' it would‘be formed |
everr if only one of the two political parties agzegd to Jjoin ' ;5
in. The éodbresé'fejected the proposal outright, and the

P

/ a . KA
[P



¥ oor WA T . ¥

I ATy R B B L R f”_‘“n-:"x"}'):'vk—\;"-'" .'J-"?“:“?"‘F"W”’”ﬁ.\‘:rw "'\‘!,f:‘_"ﬁ’?’fﬂ LR

Lgague accepted it conditionally. But for some political
intrigue unknown to us, the yicéroy considered it essential
to have a short interval before resuming negotlationefaéouf
the Interim government. This was a‘greach of the previous
dssuranée, and|thus shocked the Muslims. The Cabinet Mission

weﬂt'back to England, and under the circumstances, the

-League passed a resolution vithdrawving their acceptance.

put the British did not stop theré. Their next move wvas
to come back to Indla with andfher oéfer to Conéress, this
time assuring them that the nev Interim Government would be
treated by His Majesty as a dominion government. An offer “
was made to Nehru to form the Interim Government in which he
vould serve as the vice-chalrman of the executive councll
and be second only to the viéero&. He atcepted and asked
Jinnah to join in, 'but he declined as vas expected under the
circumstances: Nehru thus prepared to form the government
vithout the League. (4]

By totally ignoring the largest Muslim represehtative
party; the British government had given a grggt blow to the

Indian Muslims. It vas a périod of great tension .in thelr

life, and, in despa1£, a constitutional-minded politician

ﬁv<11ké Jinnah made a drastic move in protest. Therﬂuslins in

N\

India had authorized him to negotiate on thelr behalf in the
tripartlte negotiation betwveen the Cabinet Mission, thT

congress and the League. Jinnah showed his superior states-

manship in the first phase, but the plan, as vas later -,

o o
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proposed, cut across the principles of‘jusiice, honour and
equity to be enshred for the Muslim League,.and that later
on,nhdg it imﬁossible'for Jinnah to compromise. He declared
that August 16, 1946, would be observed as Direct action Day

against the injustice doneﬁfo them. (5] But his motive was

- misinterpreted by Both the Muslim and Hindu populace, and a

violent communal riot gave the clty of Calcutta a bloodbath.
Riots spread like fire to other places. [6]

‘ Under‘the crucial clrcumstances, the British rulers
considered it wise to accelerate the transfer of power to
India. At @hls stage, a.political.parley took place to which
nbt many politlcalyhistorians pald enough attention -- bqt
it contalned the seed of a sovereign Bangladesh, Pﬁnjab and
Bengal, the tvs Huslim/ma'joilty provinces, wvere t<; be
partltlpqu. But some leaders of Bengal were getting weary
and apprehensive that they would be ruled by the Punjabis

and Pathans from the lat?er unit of Pakistan some thousand

miles avay. They observed that since Bengali Muslims and

'Bengali Hindus vere united through common language, cqléure

and history,‘itlis possible- that the Q@f neighbouring com-

,nunitles could live happily in a united spvereign Berigal.

_ .
The‘leaders\g::/ﬁpaupioned this issue were H.S. Suhrav-
ardy (chief minister of undivided Bengal), Mohammad All of
Bogra (later on prime minister of Pakistan) and Abul Hashem -

(secretary of the Bengal Muslim League). Aiong the Hindu
- ¢

leaders-vho shared a similar political approach were ;Sharat

~
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Chandra Bose and Klrog Shankar Roy. (7] These leaders
approached both Jinnah and Gandhli with their pzoposltion.
Jinnah replied that if the Congress and the Mﬁsllp League in
; Bengal could come to an agreement with regard to a "Sove-

reign Bengal" outside Indlan and Pakistan territories, then

he would not stand in their way; but he alsg added that in
that case Pakistan must have the whole of Punjab within her
territory. e ‘ o
Gandhi's at%izude wvas cautious and diplomatic. Accord-
~ ing tb him, since the Muslim leaders agreed that Bengal's
¢gommon culiure is embodied in Tagore, which again had |its
root in the phiiosophy of the Upanishad -- the common
heriE?ge of the'wholg of India -- shouldn;f the Soverelgn
Bengal contemplate entering into a/voluntary association
vith the gest of India? To this, Suhravardy furnished a -
reply through a press conierencexheld oh May 15, 1947. He
made it clear that 1t vas.a‘mistake to think that the ’
Bengall culture was based solely upon the Upanishads. In the
céuzse of time, Benéal had imbibed aspects of other cult-
ures. Bengali culture had a cosﬁopoiitan aspect of humanism
in 1t, wvhich explains why é rigorous caéte system and un-
touchability (Harijan in Gandhian vocabulary) did notifind a
, congenial soil in Bengal. Suhravardy pointed out the pro-
ﬁl . found influence Islam tendezed‘en Bengal,'hovever,vihe . ) o

- central Congress ;edhérs including Nehru and Sardar Ballav

Bhal Patel were vehemently against this move. (8]}

‘ .
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To deplct the careless feellngs that the vealthy non-
Bongqli cOngress supporters naintained towvard Bengal, one
nustgrecall what Nehru said vhen he wvas visiting the eastern
dlst%lct of Bengal, Noakhall, with Gandhi. He referred to

theislime, vater and bushes there and said he would betéer
cutfthose parts avay £zommthe mainland of ﬁharat Actually,
theslndustrial magnets of northern Indla, such as Tata and
Birla, vere interested in getting calcutta and the wvestern
beLt of Bengal, rich withoiron and coal mines; they were not
interested in knowing how a partition vould agfect the
sentimenp and economy of tﬂe Bengalls. The Bengall Hindu
géﬁgggxg leader Shayama Prasad ‘tried his best to build up

the support of the Hindu Bengalis in favour of the partition
‘ -

-0f Bengal. Thus the same people vho-fought'agalnst the

partition of Bengal in 1?05 vere nov leading the fight in’

its favour.

A cursory look at the role played by Jama‘at-I-Islami

In iespect to the Paklistan novement should also be studied.

Maulana Abul Ala Hawdudl, its founder, opposed the movement

bbcause he firmly belleved in the unlversal natlonhood of
Nuslins. His contention vas that all Muslinms of the vorld .
constituted a nation (Unpa), and hence the Muslims of Iﬁdiag , 7
vere-gssentially a part of that. (9] He held that Lf the

systen of governnent'was not based on the sovereignty of

_Allah and vas run accordinE to the Western democratic

theory, it%would be a Na-pakistan (unholy land). [10] Once:

EEN B
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’Paklstad vas eﬁtablished, however, he began td work toward

moulding this new Muslim state to f£it his idea of an Islamic

state. This short introduction to the viewpoint of Maulana

Mavdudi vill prove important when the role of Maulana con-

: cerning Bangladesh will be'studied. '

India obtained her independence on August 15, 1947, aﬂd
Pakistan was established in the eastern and vestern zones of
\India (on the 14th). West Pakistan .which comprl;éd the pro-
vinces -of Sindh, Baluchistan, N.¥N.F.P. and the western half
of Punjab, differed in language; dress, food habits and, to
a certaln extent, in general culture from East Eakistan. All
the four provinces had their own dialects, but Urdu served °
as the medium of communication. In East Pakistan,réangQB;vas
the only language that people could speak and wvrite, beaidesV\\\
reading éhe Holy Qur'an in Arabic; peéple of the twvo units -
vere united only by the common bond 9 the same rellgio;s
faith. The combined population of Wesérpakistan vas less

than that of East Pakistan, which was a very densely popu- »
lated area and’vhose economy was primarily agrarian. The
capital, Dacca, was once a prosﬁezous centre of craftsman-
ship during the Mughal period,and the reign of Bengal ruleru
S8haista Khan. This clity of mosques wvas also a seat of
.learning for the Alla Madrasah anﬁ‘bacca University. v

Mr. Jinnah had gzsve concerns for the Muslims vho

remained in Bharat. Maybe due to his concern over_thel or

\

because he was basically a man of religlous 11bera113n,~hé
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thought it wise to define the role of the newly achieved

state of Pakistan. In the inaugural session of the Pakistan

Constituent Assembly (1948), Mr. Jinnah said: . BN

You may belong to any religion...that has nothing
to do with the business of the state...You will
find, in course of time, Hindus will cease to.be,
Hindus and Muslims cease to be Muslims, but not in
the religlous sense...but in a political sense as_
the citizens of the Btate'vtlll

Although this statement represented a debatable stance for

the nev st;%;; it no doubt carried a historic significance ,

for the futu administrative structure of Pakistan. mi
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‘_CHAPTER 8 ’

3 -

THE EMBRGENCE OF BANGLADESH .
. * ’ - . L g 0
- \\.At the time of the subcontinent's patﬁit}on,\:sg;e**a
mately 15 per cent of the inhabitants of the central and

-

north Indlian provinces wvere Muslim, vhereae in Eaat Bengal

the. .ratlo was nearly 90 per cent Accord ng'to the 1951
<
Pakistan census, Urdu wvas the mother tong only pexr

cent o£ the country's entire population, and in East

Pakistan merely 1.1 per cent. But to the utter dlasappoing;

‘ment of the people of East Paklstan, Quald-I-Azam Jinnah

declared,‘during ﬁis address to"the convocation bof Dacca

. Unlversity on March 24,”1948, that Urdu would be the

national and state languaée of pakistan. The decision to
11ft Urdu up to the level of st,te language meant that the
entlfe popuIation of East Pakistan would have tb learn thla

language and, untlil they managed to master it, were bound to

.

lag behind in every fleld. e -
. \ Until the collapse of- the Mughal empire, Urdu :Rb not |
used in the court or public offices. During the 19th cent-
ury, the intelligentsia of the United Province developed bhe
language, vhlch ironically had the same alphabet as the

Mughal court language -- Perslan. Through the effozts\0£

i ,“

1ntei1?ctuals and governnent patronage, Urdu gained popu-

/

larity{in northern India; but vhsp the controversy over

3

&
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Hindi- -Urdu arose around 1883, Muslins «of seVerameIties

Aﬁ includtng Allgarh, Roorkl and Meerut’ clalmedrthat Perslian

5 W /s
ralphabets "had been used in the Indian courts for centuries

"

¥ &nd that Urdu, as a later lnnovat;}mehad been the native «

tongue of ‘the majorlty of these provinces. 8o, though there
‘ 3
" existed s0 much similarity 1n conv;rsaflonal Urdu and Hindi

lt was mpracticable to require the pop ace to learn the
X nggagarﬁ characters used in Hindl /éor the same, reason, the

great gap between Urdu and B i could not conceivably be
\ -bridged” vithin a consider)able period of time, as thelr

phonetics and characters vere different. - .

! r

0. . .
U - East“Bengal consldered the decislon to maﬁe Uxrdu the

N & (8 Y
v‘only ptate language ‘anomalous to the Pakistan resolution,

vhtch assured max} autonomy to the component unltg‘ (1]

"H Horeover, Bengali language and literature had a very rgwh

-

heritage, and the§geggalis ‘vere .not prepared to barter‘;hat

- "VA"

. away for aﬁy*other:tra&ftQ_JatJany cost.

. -But thelr deménd coq{gthem a number of vaLuabIn\llves
» \
on February 21, 1952, pof&ce o‘%ﬁid fire on students who ..

, vere trying to demonstrate in’ £ront iof the Provlnclal . '

¢

Assembly buildlng in Dacca. [2] Ther% va,s a very stong

Yy

. repercussion, and students, vorkers and lntellectuals became
A ¢
: unlted under the banner of the ‘Language Hovement ", Dgiing
Ry N

the.folloving ybaxs, every attempt, tob;§CCt a monument on ¢

\‘ -4‘
thespPakistan

the of the martyrdom was folled

government Bengallé »on the other hanﬁ, observed that same

s
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day every year as Sh?ﬁid Dibash, and a stream of homogenous

crovds would invariably turn up on the spot to place a
‘'witeath or a single flower as homage to the shahids.

- i Finally, in 13317/;hen the United Front of thefollow-
.ers of Fazlul Huq, Hauiane Bhasani and Suhravard&.xon the
provincial election against the Muslim League and formed a

’P Joint ministry, a'éhahid Ninai vds erected. Letez, that

monument, the landmark of ,the flrst Benggli movement ageinat

,/ﬂfr\~“~; the oppnession of the Pakistan government, vas demoliehed at

. midnight on March 25, 1971, by the Pakistan azmy. %hf
// \ The twvo decades after the‘:nception of Pakistan were a

period of continuous agitation in East Béhga Personalities

changed in the central edministgation, but the policy re- <
“walned t?g.same; Horeo&er, it took a'long time for the
leaders to decide ;hat would actuallyﬁbe the natéie of the
state. [3] Camadian scholar W.C. Smith obs§rved that in the
- early years, Pakistan had the spectacle og Muslim divines, °
none_of vhom agreed on the definition of the Muslims.‘
goon a}ter Pakistan was establiehed,~pome of the.Musiip
Eeague leaders got themselves inyoiﬁed ip establishing an
x J'Islamic identity for the\new.state; unfortunately, Rast
N Pakistahhvas targetted as the eipezii%ntal ground, For that

.
purpose, the central government started to impose a certain )

Qreligios&; ' upon the people 8 lifestyle. The fizst step

vas to/péiamize the Bengall language through a succedsion of
" devices. With the alm of purifying the litétature and cult-

¢

%

e
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ure by excluding Hlndu‘contributions,'songs composed by
Tagore were banned from broadcasting. As Tagore's songs had
alv;ys been part of Bengal's musical culture, East Bengalis
thought this to be an unjustifiable attempt to cripple their
tradition. - : o

The intelligentsia of East Bengal protested. Renowned
Bengall«linguist Dr. Muhammad Shahidullah said that Tagore's
presence was pervasive in the linguistlc tradltion of East
Pakistan. Abul Hashem,han Islamic scholér, sald tNhdt those
v talked of Tagore as anti-Islam undﬁistood nelther
%

ore, nor Islam; if inte&rnational humanism was not anti-

Islanm, then to speak of Tagore as anti-Islam was only

exhibiting one's ignorance. {4) Thus the Paklstan govern-

" ment's attempt to eradicate Rabindra Nath from East Bengall

culture vas opposed. (Later 6ff; Bangladesh bas to select one

of his sofigs as its national anthem.) Simultaneously,°a

A
, deliberate attempt to incluQF more and more Urdu words in

East Bengaf's vocabulary was started by the Pakistan .

1

government. .
»Xil thése attempts wvere Ver} humiliating for the East
Bengal!s béﬁause they gelt‘there vas no reasbn to ralse an

alarn over the pollution of their language and culture.

‘Whafever assimilation of other cultlires had taken place, it

was of a super?icial.naturé; it had not affected the l‘per'

core of thelr faith._ﬂence'any attempt to rectify the hypo-

.thetical situation of pollution would only aqfunt to

%

-
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stieking apsthe\Yoot of their existence as Bengali Muslims.:
The reality that they were mostly descendant? of convert
Muslifis who embraced Islam of their own choice did not
humiliate them.IOn the other hand, to be pinpointed as .
"insufficlently Muslims” wa; offensive, ¢ S
« The founderx of Mus_lllm‘rule 1n§ this land, Mohammad "
Bakhtliar Khilji first established his rule in the name/of
Delhl Sultan Mohammad Ghor!i (1205). During that period, the
Abbasid Khllafa; existed in Baghdad and Khalifa was regarded
as.th; spiritual head of the Muslim world, 'including the

Delh! Sultanate. {5] Thus the first Muslim ruler in Bengal

]

showed his allegiance to the Khilafat and éhe Mus}lm ggmgn.
This w;}ﬂthé beginning of Islamic character of Bengal, which
for sdrloﬁg Qaé dominated by Brahmanistic principles. At a
later perléd,,the coins of Bengal were inscribed with the
Kalima, which meaﬁt total submissign to Allah and faith in
thé‘Prophet (p.b.u.h.).

'Bughra Khan, the ‘founder of the Balban Sultanate in
Bengal, also_folloved this pattern to show the Islam}c-

1 1

character of his king?om. [6] It was actually the splrxit of

) I%Iam wvhich wvent undaunted through the following ages, along

with the conviction that Islam needed to be''spread in this

\J
@

far-awvay land.
But—fhe proceﬁ@agf spreading Islam was not smooth. The
Muslims cane{prepared'vith the ideal of fighting th; infi-

dels’ and becdming Ghazi or laying down their lives as ghahid
, ~

/
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in their effort. fﬁl Moreover, it was not easy to establish
the new faith because the culture and civilization of this
land vas diametrically opposed to tde fundamental beliefs
.and ethics of Islam. In spitz of that, in fhe'naéural cdurse
of soclalievolution, the Bengall Hindus also asgimilated
many, aspects of the Muslim lifestyle, as evidenced by the
hisébry o£ Islamization of bangla over the:centuries.

. Oradually, Bangla turned outto be a great Muslim
xkingdom Shams ud-din Elias Shah was the first ruler to
unite the whole of nengla,vand the Muslims got the@r oppor-
tunity to develop the Muslim socliety therein with mbre
ferv%:r. The rulexrs and the learned men among the Muslims
¥ealized that the new converts ‘would not be expected to
. become complé%ely isolated from their previous culture, so
they encouraged the promo;ion ofJBangla -- by~dov the
&:;guage of the Hindus and tge New Muslims. Thelir effo;td
vere rewvarded Sy cooperation from the people.

The Sultan of Bangla kept in close contaéf with the
holy*q\ties of Mecca and Medina and donated large sums of
money to- build madragahs and eating houses for travellers,
as wvell as excavattﬁ/Jcanals in the dry area. Bengall Mus-
lins verm.facllitated in perfornlng their ggij_pﬂlgringge‘
°througd the arranging of voyages by sﬁlp from Chittagong to
Axabia, (8] All éhese items on&y‘point out. that since the'
13th century ohﬁards, in spirit and in prattice,‘nanqld vas

-~

a Muslim region.

-
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| Hashen vqp its £irst chalirman.:

The Bengall language had its roots in Pali and san-
skilt, but it was-enriched threlgh the lntroduction of
Persian, .Arabic and English words into its vocabulary. It
wvas true fhat after the discontinuation of Muslim rule,
Hindus played a predominant role in the creation of lite-
rature; the expression and characterization were exclusively
Hinduistlc.;

During the late 19th and middle 20th centu;}{ some
Muslim writers ventured to enter the field, and somd‘ofuthem
- like'uir ;usharraf ﬁossain, Kazl Nazrul Islam, Gholam
Mustafa, Nurun Nessa Khafoon aﬁd Begum Rokeya --.were con-
sciously buildihg up a separate Muslim.Bengali literature by
means of the depliction- Islamic soclety and culture. Mir
ﬁusharraf Hossain's book Bishad Shindhu still stands as a
clasgic episode of the martyrdom of Imam Hos;ain (RA) in
Karbala. Nazrul's Islamic songs brought in a.totally new exa
in Bengall music. Gﬁo%im Mustafa's beautiful biography of
the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and his translation of the opehing
surah of the Qur'an‘in Bengail verse is still recited today
at rellgious gathering€. This only testifles that Bgngali
language and literature did not lack in Islamic spirit.

During the post partition feriod, in every sphere of

culture there.vas an enthusiastic awakeningl~and the spirit -

behind it was ‘Muslim Bengali, ' 1f not Islamic. The 1slaaic

Foundation vas established, and retired politician’ Abul

& e - e
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n,When the government of Pakistan wvas fer&ently bugy’ln

Isiamizlng.sengai's language and cultuxe,aé gross’disparity
betveen the tvo units in ‘the flelds of economy, employnent,
industry and education vas very much appazent

The Avam! League vas founded in 1949 by H.S. Suhravardy
(1893-1963) vith Sheikh Mujibur Rahman (1920-1975) as .
secretary. w1th the emergence of this party, and Buhrawardy
as the leader o£ the opposltion in the National Assembly,
camé& the fight for more provinclal autononmy. The issue was
fu;thér given prominence when he became the prime minister’
of Pakistan (1956-1957).-But he vas forced to resign at that
dunéture by the powerful coterlg of West Pakistan.

General Ayub Khan took power in 1955 and through é

referendum got himself elected as presigent. He took pover

‘with the help of the armed forces and imposed an oppressive

" systenm onjfhéhpation. Through his*dictatorial rule, he

i . b‘ .
turned the country into a prison. Opposition politics grev -

" stronger in both East and West Pakistan.

Politlcql stalvarts Fazlul Huq and Suhrawardy both died
in 1962. Octagenarian pro-Chinese leader Haulana Bhasani of
National Avapi Patty vas still veiy active. Also, younger
politlcal recruits nnde: Shelkh Mujib became active to stop
the gross dlsparlty between East and West Pakistan.

The Avali League presented its six—point denand to
ensu:e paxity and autonony ior East Pakistan. [9) Ayub Khan

‘vas still"busy ozganizlqg.the celebration of "the Decade of

’i : ’ toy
] - » -
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Development" as the culminatlon of his 10 years of admini-

stzation. !

Jéma‘at-l-lslami'had been playing a changing role. In
1965, they supﬁortéd'a voman candidate, Fatisa Jinnah,
agalnst Ayub Khan.:Now that Ayub Khan remained in powver,
p dwthey started claiming that his govsrnment vas a right-wing
veinment and so vas Jama‘at-i-Islami. But acute poiitlca; .
aglitation égainst the Ayub regime in both the units of
Pakist;p forced him to step down in March 1959. .

After Ayub's regime's collapse, Maulana Mawdudl made a

hasty retreat and claimed that his party was neither right-

ist-nor leftist, but people of the centre. The paxty direct-
ed its attack against the Pakistan Peqple's Party and the'

o

National Awvaml Party, both who called their movements
Islamic socialism. Jama‘'at began to pay more importance to
political 1s§hs§ than to religion. #

General Yahya‘xhan took power and promised a éenersl

* election in 1970. The Avami League in ‘the East and the,
People's Partyhin the‘West vere acting as the twvo leading

¢ political forums. Here, a statement made by 8helikh Mujlb vas
significant; he stressed that the Lahore Resolution wvas the
Magna_ Carta of Pakistan; the people vho disown the Lahore
Resolution, disown Pakistan ltsslf. 8o the}tulezs=o£ Paki-

> stan vere duty bsund to stick to a constitution based on the

A\

Lahore Resolution. (10} ' . oo . o i:

3

This statement vas a valuable docunent’in“thg §1ght

L
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against the central governnent's continuous allegatlon that
East Bengal planned to secede from Paklstan and, thus, also
from Islam, The general election of 1970 in East Pakistan
became virtually a referéndum on Awvani League's six-point
charter of autonomy.cfhe victory was total; the Ayami League

von an absolute majority of over 53 per cent in the Pakistan -

Constituent Assemblf; But the massive mandate the'party
Lreceived~converted its six-point programme into a minimum
non-negotlable demand of East Pakistan, and the Avami \
League, noQ refleét}ng the mood of the entlre province,

becamg the prisoner of lits owﬂ'vlctor&. Pressure from within 4
and outsidé beg?n to mount so steadily thaé any compromise

vould hav;\amounted'to betrayal of the Bengalis.

st

- The People's Party in West Pakistan n neafly 0 per
~cent of the seats (of West Paklistan's sﬁareAin the Con-
- stituent Assembly),’including three-fourths of-the seati
- | from s@ndh and Punjab. Thus emergence of a strong party in
ﬁest Pailstan’Gith a right to speak for almost two-thirds of
the people oE that unit seriously curtailed the Avami
League s bargaining powver. "The inaugural session of the .
Natiohal Assembly vas to be held'on March 3, 1971, but wvas
. . abruptly postponed; a deadlock si%patidn preventgd polf%lcal
/ negotiations. The reluctance of PPP leader Z.A. Bhutto in
/ ' alloving the transfer of powver to the dg-ocrat;ca11y~elected b
B 'najorlﬁy party, the Avami Legéue; led to a tremendous mass . E

. , protest in East Pakistan. The police and the‘nliltary“openéd
e ‘. ..y L :
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fire on the pzotesting mobs, killinq several people.

. Now came the crucial juncture vhen the Avanmi Leaéue vas
forced to fall in line with the public demand; instead of
leading the people, it was led by them. Shelkh Mujib called
for a non-cooperation'movement, vh{ch resulted 1n\a non-
vlo}gnt disobedience never seen before. [11]) East Paklstan's

people had lost faith in the neutrality of Yahya Khan.

&
Incidents apparently vent out of the leader's control, and

the students brguéht out a separate flag with the East
Pakistan map in the middle of a golden sun, although the
background still reﬁalned the green of the Pakistan flag.

I General Yahya Khan again fixed March 25 for the

g

Assembly session. But this time, the Avami League offered
four conditions; a) the cancellation of martial law, b) the
return of the military to thelr barracks, c) the restoration
of civil rule, and d) an enquiry into the civilian killingg.
The patty by nowv was convinced that they would never be * ,
allowed to ruyle from Islamabad, so they vanted to rule East
Pakistan tbemselves.

The éondltlons forvarded were only the strategles for
achieving self-rule. To that e%a, Sﬁeikh Mujib issued 35
dlrectivé$ as to hov the civil administration should ‘
operate. In Dacca{ Yahya Khan and leadeis of Bast and west‘

Pakistan sat on serious Qgscussions about the transfer of

power . But during this period, disturbances btoke out in the
/ . ] S

‘'various district tovns between the-civilian,fand the army.
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A}

President Yahya was only buying tize through the political

« ¥
7

parley for sending in massive milbtaiy.reinforcements to
East Pakistan, The West Pakistan -leaders left the parley
unfinished and went back. . o

At midnight, March 25, 1971, %he Pakistan arhy cracked

down with full force upon the people of East Pakistan.

Bangladesh vas proclaimed, and thus ensued a period of civid

- var. After a period of struggle with tgé help of Muktli Fauj\\. .-
(the liberation army), the Pakistan army was made to sur-

render with the help of the Indian army.
J , x
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politlcal break offa Why did iﬁ heppen?
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CHAPTER 9 o
CONCLUSION =~ ¢
Bangladesh emerged as.an lndependent nation on December
16, 1971, vith a population nearly 90 per cent Muslim. But
before that day, the people of this region had to undergo

<.
tvo decades of mistrust and soclo-economic exploitation of

"!BID
their rulexs.

Befoze the partition-of Indla, the majority Muslims of

-the British province of Bengal suppo:ted the Indle Muslim

;eague s demand for a separate homeland. Thus the new s?ate
of Pakistan came 1ntn existence on Auqugf 14, 1947, but,

surprisingly, it vas soon discovered thet the twvo unIts of
Pekistan, namely ﬁest end'past Pakieten,zqggg.@neble to look

at matters from the same perspective. Ae'eAtly as 1948,

people of East Pakisten vere accused of cherishing cultural

o

ideas ekin to the Hindus. The main controyersy centred

f-eround/Bengall language and culture. Grqéually, the rift

between the tvo wings became wider, and finally came the
)

K S

In the vast subcontinent, there vere 14 najor langu-

*f ages. Hugﬁins of all the provinces except Bengal choee Urdu

as their connon languege -~ .an "Llnhnovation of the Hughal

-

'court language of Perelan and Azabic, the language of their

’ -sc;,ipture. Urq,u hed.the, spne- \alphabete on tl)e pt,her, hand,
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\ B
Bengall vaﬁ an old indigenous Indian‘language with a dif-
ferent alphibet, and had been enriched through adoption of
foreign vocabularies including Persian and Arabian.

For almbst 1,000 years, the Mus}ims vho lived in dif-
ferent reglons of the subcontinent nurtured their own .
rqe onal language and tradition, yet shared with other COT
religionists the common religious cum soclal experiences. No
one claimed superiority or acgused others for their lack of

religlosity; Arabic had been the wenerated language of the

‘Scripture to all. In the introduction to his arjumanu

Qur 'an, Maulana "Abul Kalam Azad vrote that mankind is one
family, though the different.sections of 1t have different_
1anguages and rites, [1]) This was in fact the ‘basic teaching
of the scriptu;e The people of -the subcontinent vere only a
portion of that broader'mdéglnd, and in spite of thelr own -
dlvérgity in language an r}te, the -Indian Muslims lived as

one family. \ '
Bengal wvas ruled by Muslims over a long period. The.
Muslim rulers and scholars were not prejudiced against the

local dlalect, and through encouraging translation of Arablc

and Perslan f&terature 1nto Bengall, they actually enlarged

the content of Bengali literature with Islamic Jdeas and
\ . - : ' B
\ .

zeal. [2] N . ' S

. In the light of such past exgpxience, it vas a natter .

-

of surpxise to £ind that the rulers and leaders vho belonged
E;ﬁ 1fy_the
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language and age-old culture of the other. They thought Urdu

and the dress and culture of West Paklistan were ‘Islaolc' in

its undilutgg,form, and to safeguard the integrity of Pakl-

stan and secure loyalty of the Bengalis, it wvas their duty

to superimpose those on East”Pakistan. This vas the begin-

ning of the rift. hﬁ
The rulers of West Pakistan were aﬁv;§s alert to detect

a secessionist_méntélity among East. Bengalls., After the

Avami League won the 1970 g;neral election, they vere refu-

sed to form a government and sit {n the Constlituent Asseobly

with thelr majority. The q?ss upsurge in protest wvas ruth-

lessly suppressed by the army, with the accusations that e

Bengalis who were already second rate Muslims had been olan-

ning to break &p the integrity of Pakistan and secede. This

contention was ;ot constitutionally valld, as the majority

people of a country could not be accused of seceding from

the miS%!ﬁty counterpart. ﬂ, ( : -
To onswer the other allegation about Bengalis being |

inferior Muslims, we turn to Islam.ltself. The basic'Rg%}efs . .

oy * , “ Tk
of Islam rest on the Absoluteness of Allah, vho created man,

and every man is accountable only to Allah Almighty for all
his actlons. There is no priesthood in Islanﬁsand no huna&

shortcomings could be forgiven through confessing to a

?

member o;,a prlestly class. '

y; i1t followed that neither the rulers, nor the

i 1 -

3

* Tearned maulanas of West Pakistan vere endoved to pass such

v .
{ by

n ‘ |
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i a verdict. Moreover, it wvas striqtly\forbldden‘that a Mun&ln !

™ . .
“should call another Muslim a kafir. Yet, the Pakistan army
did sq in order to convince its soldiers that the}r(tpeza-_

tion. wvas alimed against kafirs (unbelicvera)
\

To emphasize the fact that 1t vas a bajeless allegagdion

that Bengali Muslims be considered unstffic
~
thus we&have outllned a brief history of the Husllns to that

ently Musllma,

’land We have also traced the history of when and hov Islam
penetrated the subcontinent, and for our purpose, how Mus-
lims atrived and inttoduced the monotheistic faith 1& the
far easte}n corner gqlled'pangolshn area primarily dominated
by Hindns; and to some extent by Buddhists, rapidly tu;ned
_lnto.a zone of newly-converted Muslims. This fact points
tonards'a characteristic situation pecuillar to Bango. As
Asim Rny observed, it is easy to‘unQerstand why ﬁuslims are

found in large numbers in tne xégions that vere situated on

or near the route by which successive hoardes of ﬁohfﬁnedan

a

conguerors entered India,'such as*éind or 6ther frontlier
: ) rbutéé. But it poséd a qu:stlon vhy Muslims vere even more
numerous in Bnngla. These findings have established the
. valuable fact thatl&ncestors of the converted Muslims did
not take the faith as a result of pressure from the ruling
pover. From their 1arge‘nunbe;; lncrural areas, it is
apparent that the conversion vas lazgely voluntary. (31
The first Muslim invader to have come into Bangla and

conqger the land was' Ikhtlar-ud-Din Mohammad Bakhtiar Khilji

-

I
o
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(120%); he entered Nadii with only a handful o{ horsemen. No
matter how veak the position of a local ruler, it. is not

poagible under normal clrcumstances to bring about such a /

" . catastrophic defeat as did Bakhtiar's shall cavalier. It

only became possible hecause the soil of the land ‘was -ready .
for‘ﬁoreign intrusion; the people o{ Bango wvere already 8
alienated by the tortuous Brahmanistic control of the
rigo;busn:ss of the Hindﬁ caste system.

‘We ha%e discussed how the Bengali mass vas impressed
angd finally took conversion under the pilous influenbe"of the ¥
Islamic ascetics called Sufis. Abdul Karim pointed out how .
their Kpankgs and alms houses were open to ;nybody who
sodght tﬁeir help ang guidance. [4) He emphasized how their
p&eacefu} devotion :o their faith-was coupled with the moral
strength of their character. ' . , \

The Sufis came to Bango alone &r vith disciples and
scattered out in rural and urban areas. They mingled with
common people as friends and guldgsé agd helped them enorm-

ously to relleve their soclal distress. gufl activities and

the conversion process ard not concentrate around the local-’ o
ity of regional capitals, such as Dacca, Lakhnavati or

Murshidabad, but rather spread all over the rural areas. [5]

:Therefore, it is not right to assume that the NMuslim popu;

llation grev because of the allurement of the court or that

the religion vas forced upon the other Cquunltigs by the

;;.r
ﬁ'l“jf:‘“{?
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 Muslim rulers. In fact, it vas theonessage of soclal -

3

eguality which acted as the main ﬁoint of attraction, P
manifested in the lifestyle of the Sufis. Thus the Muslim

population spread tapidly and turned Bango 1nto a land of
mosques, mazaxs and monaSteries. ‘ ‘

Then thé British entered the aubcontinent as traders,
but before long had captured political power, £1iat in Bangor.
(1757) and,then in other reglons of Indla. Before 100 years

ﬁéd passed, since ;hey defeated Nawvab Sirajuddaulah of

Bangla, the British practically became the masters oftlndga.

¥e have already pointed out, the basic difference in the
administretive policy between them and pheirrpredeéessorg,
the Mughals. The Briuisu;poligy wvas to £u1e‘over India as a
cdlony, from far avay England. The secondiuﬁvelcome aeﬁect

of thi# alien rule was their encroashment over Indian soci-

-ety, its language and religion. Those moves were disliked

uot; by the Hinduezand the Muslims, But the Muslims --.vho
ruled over this country for over 600 years and made Indla
their homeland and from vhom the British had captured |
poiiticaa pover -- came te despise the alien encroachment
more intensely. ) ) .
still, the Muslims could not help being influenced by'
the Western impact, superstitions and innovations gradually
enveloped them. The revivalist movements of the Muiahidins,
the Faraizis and Titu Mir in Bengal resolved to resist all

T . /
innovations that vere making their vay into Indlan Muslim
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life, and they tried to free them from all subjugations.

These turned the British hostile tovards the Muslim commu-

——

nity. (6]
The pent-up emotion of the Indlan mlnd burst forth ¢

through the Sipahi Mutiny of 1857. The last surviving Mughal
emperor wvas made the.nominal convenor of the revolt, and the
upsurge vas initiated by a maulavi of undaunted spirit. All
thls made the British even more antagonistic, and they were

3 )
Following the deep despéir after the Muslims came the

ruthless in tqeir suppression of the Muslims.
able guidance of Syed Ahmed Khan. He had profound under-
standing of the Inélan political situation and was unbiased
in his judgement. Syed Ahmed Khan was a reformer who be-
lisvead in. and advocated se}ﬁ—helé as a basic virtue. (7] He
was'confident about this need if the Indian Muslims were to
prove their worth to the foreign rulers. As a step to prove
his beligf and to bring modern ‘education to fhe Musliﬁs[’
Syed Ahmed Khan founded MAO College and initiated the
Allgarh Movement.

Tvo of his Benga{i Muslim contemporaries worked in a
simllar vay for the development of Muﬁlims, pafEicuarl} 80
in the British p{ovlnce'of Bengal. Tﬁo;e two exponents'of

Muslim progress were Nawab Abdul Latif ané Syed Ammer -All.

o ,
,-Through their consclous developmental efforts, the crystal-

lization of the separate identity of Bengall Muslims became

possible. This vas &n important development in the life of ,

S~
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" Indlan Muslims.at.laige. Because of thelr Byn'conscfvatlvq

outlook and lack of initiative, the Bengall Muslim community
’ . Y ..

wvas backvard ih the fleld of edﬁc&tion; empldyneht and other

. related areas. They suffered £xom a feeling o£ excluslon and

lnferlority because both Bengali Hlndus and Huslins of the

'northern provinces looked déwn upon them. Emergence o£ a

separate identity gave them a boost to make progress. .

" The Muslim League was founded Tn’Dacca; East Bengal, in
1906, This wag the period, when £o;1owfﬁ§ Lé;d Curzon's
Qartition of Bengal, the Muslims Sf'E;sf Bengal vere making
some progress and strong aéitatlon vas launched on behalf of -
the Hindus to revoke the part}tion of Bengal. At the .violent
extreme of the anti-partition campaign of the Bengall '
Bhadroloks (Hindu gentry) vere the'youphful ‘tezrorists'\who

conceived their acts of violence as sacrificial offerings to

thelir motherland. (8] .\t:“\ )

The Muslim League became the mouthpiece of the majority.~

of Indian Muslims. The Indian struggle for f:eedonfgecame
varied and intensified during the middle of the 20th cent-
ury. In that period, the Muslim League demanded a separate
homéland for Muslims. Against the All-India Congresi demand
of ‘Akhénd Bharat,' it meant partition of the subcontinent
into gindu and Muslim majority areas.

Mohammad All Jinnah, vho in the beql%ning of his poli-
tical career vas a staunch supporter of the COngzéss and

Hindu-nnslin unity, drifted avay and joined tho}beague. Tg




"hln, the Congress couldlno nofe claim to be éhé onfy nouth-.
piece of a11 the -Indians. Jinnah supported the cause of :
Husiln separatlsn. 8trohg support vas already extended>by -
1eaders of Bengal 1n favour of partition of India, and the
. League's Lahore Resolutlon propounding the tVOPnatlon theory
vas brought fozth by Sher- e-Bangla Fazlul Huq in 1940 and
.was seconded by Shaheed §uhrawardy o£ Benqal '
The. British gave Indfa its £reedom in 1947 and on the
. eve of thelr ‘departure, Pakistan vas establlshed in tvo,
units. East ﬂakistan and WBst Pakistan. Although the popu-
lation of Eash Paklstan alone was greater than the total of
Vest Pakistan's fourﬁprpvinqeg, the.centr&l gove;nmegt'wa;-
formed mostly with the League .leaders .of West éhkistan. Toh
the Bengalis, the most objectionable and huhiliéting step pf
Fhe Pakistan government vas thgir decision to néke Urdh the
-‘only national andfptate language. Students of East Pakistéh
bropqht 6ut alpeacefulhprotesb rally, but it vaénresisted,
with arms. This firét bloodshed on the soil of a free
country brought shock to the Bengalis;fand this Day of .
Martyrdom or: Language Movement has since been ; iandmark in
" their struggle for autonomy. ’ R cs '
" Bengali recelved the iégal status of a second state
" language only after a strong Language hp;euent, but it
falled to get a prope:’accgptance in letter apdlspitit. On

thé contrary, other successive attempts to Islamize Bengall

language, literature and overall culture vere launched by

s,
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‘the gqvernnent;.wﬁus a signiﬁicent rift vas ezeated betve;nl, , E

. ‘ the tvo wings oftbekieten, through preaching-and develoﬁing\

‘ ;‘notion that,BenuaIis vere a community much influencged by
- " Hindu culturef o ' : - ('—F ‘ ‘ // S ' o
On the other hand, Bengalie&saw no reason to abandon | ‘ .u:

theizr own }anguage. It ehaped their’ culture and nade then no&
.less Muslim than Muslims of othex nations, after All, Malay-
sia and Indonesia retainedatheir indigenoue 1an7 age and
culture.oThe fact remained in this case, that the Utdu-
speaking Muslins tended to equate Urdu culturﬁ with the
dominant Muslim culture of the Hughal age. §ut even the«
Mughal court celebrated the Hindu festivaly of pgghg;g enq
Diwall with as much splendour as thelr ow fe;tivele,«iike

Eid (9] It ‘was’ quite common for both t?e communities to

akhibandng and nehraul . In later days too, there had been

enough mingling of culture among Mu;lime and Hindus in?"

Join together in both social and rel;zious fairs, such as P

northern and other parts of India.

Yet for &easons of their own, ‘the Urdu-speaking Muelins

-

considered thenselves to be. the/valid flagbearexr of Ielen.
This vas very humiliating to ﬁengalis. Under their upsurge \
of cultural integrity was also vorking the strang under-'

current of gross economic isparity Lainteined steadily

" betwveen the tvo units. €?r tvo decades, ;aetﬂpakistan re- ) I
e ' \ ,
mained like a'virtual olony of West Pakistan; the Muslim

_League lbadership and/ the cenxral governnent vere virtually

LY
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’ fact‘that Jinnah, the founder of the nation, once explained '

" doMlnated by the industrial magnets and feudal lords of West

?akistanﬂ Relentless had beeq the policy of economic and
1ndustr1a} exploitation of Ei;t Pakistan which vas the main
raw~mate;1a1—sqpplier of juté, tea, rawvhide and tobacco. [10]
The major outburst came during 1969. Under %limultaneous, .
mass pressure of East and West Pakistan, Pakistan's Pre-
sident Ayub Khan had to step down from pover, and General
Yahya Khan took over as self-made president—dlctator. A
general e%qction vgs held in 1970 and the Awami League of
East Pakistan, undér thé leadership of Shelkh Mujtbur
Rahman, won a landﬁlide victory in both the national and
provincial assembliﬁs " Yet they were not alloved to form the
government. Instead an army crackdown amounting to genocidef
vas ordered over East. Paklstan on March 25, 1971. . -
As indlcated in the introduction, the fundamentalists

“\

of Pakistan tried to justify West Pakistan's attack on East

_Bengal by .arguing that the lqtter vere insufficiently

Islanmic Qnd vere corrupted by Hindu 1n£1uence.'Thezé vas no .

serious basis to this argument, because this overlooked the

the role of Pakistan to be séﬁularxand that the religjon of
FP’ citizeqs had nothlng'to do vith the state. Secondly, tﬁe C
history of the Muslims in Bengal had not been significanfly .
different from the history of the Muslims in the other parts
of the subcontinent. The activist reformism of the}ﬁgjg;. i%
hidins or Indian Wahabis had its p;rallek in the reform

—
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activities of Titu Mir and the Fagalgzls of Bengal. Again,

the educational reforms of Syed Ahmed Khan had thelr paral-

lel in movements initidted by Syed Ameer All and Navab Abdul

Latif. ~hozeovez, it vas in Bengal that the splrit of eepa-

, rate identity of Muslims vas flrst kindled _ ,
The people of West Pakistan and ‘the Muslim world vere \J

‘ - ﬁept carefully ignorant of the actual nature of happenings

in East Beoéal. If they knev and had arisen against it, ;
pzobabl;\the biggest atrocity done4ln the name of Islanm upon

followers of the same falth would not have taken place. In

fact, the Pakistan govermenﬁ attempted to obscure the truth
- ) of prolonged economical disparity betweeﬁ'the twvo unlis'by
colouring every endeavour of Bengalis towards autonomy as
N phélz'lack of devotion towards both Pakistan and Islam.
The £irst Avami League regime that officially pro- - e 7

claimed ‘secularism' did not mean rejection of Islanm.

-

Actually, many of the Muslim states, including Pakistan at
. certaln.stages; stood on a secular platform. Again, the
decl;ratloﬁ of fhe tvo later regimes of Banoladesh as an
Islamic state made no difference towards her Ron-Muslim

o

« cltizens. ,
ﬁ\w Following the path of Bangladesh's past hlstory, the—
nation s still striving vith the Islamic lifestyle and
adherlng to the fundamental tenets of Islan. Her secular
tolerance tovards those' who do not shaig this faith or her - ;ilt

recognltlon “of . the gradually accunulated tradition that
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might have penetrated in the people's lifestyle do not in

% .any way affedt the Islamic character of the society. East
*’ Bengal became East Pakistan because of her Islamic heritage, !
| f
and yltimately that same fundamental Islamic identity has . ‘ o
| * LR ' ) S L -
acted in the creation of the nation of Bangladesh. b .
n ; . . .
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#  CHAPTER 1 .
4‘x INTRODUCTION /

¢ /
!

[1) Abdul Karim, Social Histo £

(Calcutta: Baitush Sharaf Islamic Reseazch Institute, 1985),

p. 20. —

(2] Kalim Bahadur, The Jama‘at-i-Isiam] of Pakistan (Nev
Delhi: Chetana Publications, 1977), p. 119.

(3] Kalim Bahadur, p. 119.

[4] Abdul Hamid, Muslim Beparatign in India (Dacca: Oxfor¢
University Press, 1967), p. 61.

(5] Jayanti Maitra, Muslim Politics in Bengal, 1855-1906
(Calcutta: K.P. Bagchi and Co.,-1984), p. 99.

{6] Abdul Karim, p. 180.
(71 Jayanti Maitra, pp. 43-49.

[8! Gaziul Hug, Bangladesh gnghging (Calcutta: Indian’

 Associated Publishing Co., 1971), p. 51.
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CHAPTER ‘2
THE IDENTITY OF INDIAN MUSLIMS-

i ° Ped

(1] Kamiuddin Ahmed, The Social History of East Pakistan,
2nd ed. (Dacca: Amina Khatun, 1967), pp. '1-2. g

(2] Humayun Kabir, Muslim Politics and Other Essays,
1906-1947 (Calcutta: Firma K.L. Mukhopadhyay, 1969), p. 1.

(3) M. Mujeeb, The Indian Muslims (London: George Allen
and Unwin Ltd., 1967), p. 23.

¢

(4] Humayun Kabir, p. 5.

{5) Dewan Muhammad Azraf, Backqround of the Culture of
JMuslim Bengal (Chittagong: Islamic Fpundation,,135§f, p. 5.

¢

. of governnent and each nildtazy station vas more or less

A

(6] M.N. Mustafa, 5Bangladesher Sangskritli: Tar Abyob,"
DPally Ittefaqg (Dacca, February 21, 1988). 4

{71 Ram GopaL, Indian Musligs --_A Political History,
;85§-;2 (Delhi: Aslia Publishing House, 1959), P . 141.

(8] K.s. Lal, Q;ovth of Muslim Population in Medieval -
. P

a 1000-1800) (Delhi: Researxch, 1973), p. 174. Dr. \
K.R. Qanungo had been referred to by a number of researchers oL
on Muslims in Bengal. This particular observation in his '
book Hjstorjcal Essays threw light upon the profound
influence of the Sufis. . { .

(9] Asim Roy, The Islamic Syncretistic Traditions in
Bengal (Princeton, 1983), p..120.

{10) Abdul Karim, §gc;ai History .of the Muslims in Bengal

(Chittagong: Baitush Sharaf Islamic Research Institute,
1985), p. 205.

{11) K.s. QLal, p. 170, vrites: "From early times each seat

centre of missionary agltation..,

- {121 A.8. Altekar, T he Posltiog of Women in Hindu . i \uq
\'/ io ic Tim to _the Present Da . g

(Delhi: Motilal Banarsidass, 1973), p. 323.
l13] Abdul Karim, p. 121.
ll(l Abdul Karln, p. 164. N
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{(15) Abdul Karim, p. 182, referred to the book”
Puran, ed. by C.C. Bandopadhaya (Calcutta, B8 1336). The
chapter "Niranjaner Rushma" depicts hov the Buddhists

invoked Khoda,

Palgapber,
of oppresslon by the Brahnans.

!

b

{161 Abdul Karim, p. 271.

(171 Joseph 0'Cdonnell,
pedia of Religqion, vol. 2, p. 108.
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e . " CHAPTER 3 . . .l
THE stpouﬁﬂ?fro BRITISH ENCROACHMENT ON, §0CIQ-RELIGIOUS LIFE
o Y e A ' LY ’ ¢ L
< - o

~ ’ b4 -

(1) sharif-Al-Mujahid, Quaid-I-Azam Jinnah’(Katachl.‘,ﬁ ) _—
Quaid I-Azam Acadeny, 1981), p. 325. ] . .

[2] Shan Muhammad,’ 8ir Syed Ahmed Khan: A Political™ ‘ !
Bloqraphy (Meerut: Meenakshi Prakashan, 198 e Pr 1.
Ay \ L]

[31 Shan Muhammad, p. 2. . e
[(4) Bhgﬁmyuhamnad, pp. 7-8.

 15J. *Muslin® vad a fabric of exquisitely f£ine texture .
vhich had an export market in Eurdpean and other countries. . .

T 1t is’sald that the British officers cut off the'thumb of - .
the Muslin wveavers so that they icould not weave/;he fine

fabric any ‘mgge. \ " A
1 ‘b ,
[6] Q. ﬁhhmed ¥Wahabi Movement in India (Calcutta'
,&'Hukhopadhyay, 1966), p. 6. L
- ‘\\\ (7).Q. Ahmed, p. 21. )

r

. (8] Freeland hbbott, Islam and Pakistan (New York: Cornell
L, University Press, 1968), p. 90, referred to thls quotacig\

9. . . fzom Taqulyat—ul Iman. .
. (9] Q. Ahmed, p. 37.
£ . ' t101 Freeland Absott, p. 94.

lll] Pinobandhu Hitra of Dacca, . East}ﬂgngal, wote a tragic
. saga of Indlan indigo workers titled "Neel Darpan," meaning
- 7 "Reflection of the Indigo." The book was published in 1860.

"o . v (12]) Slr Jadunath Sarkar, gistorz of Bengal (Dacca, 19487,
p. 486, wvrites: "It becoming apparent that many.persons
™ besides the English cAme to fear Sirdjuddaula...and they
desired a yevolution i the govermment." This well-known
historian went on t portray the last Muslim Navab of Bengal

’." o vho fought and fell for hls country as a ruthless and
. famature ruler. The §§g§1’h government conferred knighthood
- . on_this historian. R :
B} v .
L. 13 Freeland Abbott, PP 101- 104_ h . o .
- - ‘[14) Q. Ahn&d, p. 87. ‘*-Q D | @




CHAPTER 4°
THE 'SIPAHI MUTINY AND ALIGARH MOVEMENT

e
!

~ -

ll) Shan Huhammad, S8lr Syed ned Kh
graphy (Meerut: Meenakshi Prakashan, 1981), ‘p. 14, atated
that at first the British government maintained neuntrality
in religious advancement made by the Christian missionaries.
But soon, allegedly, the mentality changed into active
patronizing. It is known that Mr. Fisher, who was the senlor
member of the Governor General's Council, actively parti-
cipated in the conversion activities when in offlce. The
Indlan Press condemned these actions,

{2) Shan Muhammad referred to Modern Reviev, India
(November 1912), p..521..

{3]) The missionary activities and government support
behind it turned.the Muslims avay from English school, and
hence the doors to employment were closing for them. To
Indians in general, many judiclal rights were denled, and
English off}gers succeeded the Indian judges. See Appendlx 1.

(4) G.B. Malleson, The Indian Hutlnx ; 51 (London.
Seeley, 1890), p. v.

[(5) G.B. Malleson, p. 32.
{6) G.B. Malleson, P 36.
[7) G.B. Malleson, p. 53.
[8) G.B. Malleson, p. 377.

\

{9] R.C. Dutt, The Economic Hist

“ toxian Age (London, 1908), p. 105, zeferred to 8ir Chazles

Trevelyan's straightforwvardness vhen he reported to his
government that Dacca, the Manchester of India, had fallen
off from a very flourishing-town to very poox and samall
one. The distress there had been ry great indeed. For a
report of Trevelyan about the Mutiny, see Shan Muhammad,
pP. 24. (Trevelyan hdd a distinguished service record in
India under Lord wWilliam Bentinck.) . . o

[10] The East India Company vas relieved from admini-

strative responsibility, and on August 2, 1858, Queen

Victorla vas proclaimed the "Empress of India.” The changé
of her status from ”Queen of England" to "Elpxess" is to be
noted. : .

[N
.
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(11]) 8ir Byed Ahmed Khan gave this evidence be fore the
Bducation Commission of 1882 - .
l121 gSheila McDonough, t , nd M ty:
h t hought ayyid Ahmed
Khan and Mawlana Mawdudi (Waterloo: Wilfred Laurier .
University Press, 1984), p. 27.
e B ":{13) shan Muhammad, p. 142. 4
(14) shan Muhammad, p. 142, Reference made of Bonbay i A
gpveznment records (1885- 1930), vol. ) g
(151 mmmmmmm (Angarh Marchil,
1890). : ) ‘
& L h
. ) A i ! x
. v :
L) \) \ ' T~ :
. ‘ ’ , L\ .
s . 4 .
/ N B .
. - - g;
. @‘ ) v [ ' ':;);é'
. ( ' ‘ N . i RETE
* ” 1 R S ﬁ
- ~ . RN



~E

y N R R Rttt AL NE S
i ~
. .

.

. o CHAPTER 5

THE SEPARATIST MOOD AND MOVEMENTS OF BENGALI MUBLIMS ., i

. 4

(11 Humayun Kablr, Muslim Politics and Otner Essays,

1906-1947 (Calcutta: Firma K.L. Hukhopadhyay, 1969), p. 15.
(21 Humayun Kabir, p. 16. ‘ .
13] Jayanti Maltra, Muslim Politics in Be -

 (Calcutta: K.P. Bagchl and Co., 1984), p. 115. .

\

(4) Jayanti Maitra, p. 59.

[5] W.W. Hunter, The la a (London: Trubnor
and Co., 1872), p. 177. .

[6) This poem appears in Rabindra Nath Tagore's famous

. poetry collection ghanchayita, published in Calcutta.

(7] Although a contemporary of Tagore, Nazrul had so much
originality that' he was not overshadowed by the former's
brilliance. He profusely introduced Persian and Arabic words
in Bengali compositions and brought in Islamic zeal. One
such song urges: "Put me in a grave close to the prayer
house,"so that I can hear the adhap (prayer call) lying dovn
there!

(8] See Asoke Mehta'and A. Patwardhan, The Communal
Triangle in Indla (Allahabad, 1942).

[9] Report of the Second Indla Nat;ogal Congr ggg
(Calcutta, 1886}, p. 9.
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[11 .Abdul Hamid, Muslim Separation in Ind;a ﬂnacda Oxford .

Unlvezslty Press, 1967), p. 49.

\ i
v
, I

N (2] Jayanti_Haltra, Muslim Politics in Bengal¢ ﬂ855-1906‘

\(Calcutta: K.P.. Bagchi and CO., 1984), p. 242.

(3] ‘Jayanti Maitra, p. 242.

[4] The Maratha chief Shivaji had been regarded by the
Indian Muslins as a coward because out of his extreme hatred
of Muslims, he betrayed A%%al Khan by driving steel-made
tiger pails into him while embracing him in a friendly
gesture. Again, during the 18th century, Maratha plunderezxs,
locally known as Barqgi, used to come into Bengal and ravage
the poor villagers' food crops. There was a popular lullaby
in which the peasant mother said: "How am I going to pa¥ my
taxes, since the birds ate avay the crops and the Bargis are
already here?" :

[5] Abdul Hamid, p. 51,‘rp£erred to N.C. Chowdhury, The
ogra of an Unknown Indian, vhere he narrated the

typical behaviour pattern of the middle-class Bengali- Hindus:

toward Muslim neighbours.

'[6] 8.K. Majundaz, ginnah‘éndueandhl- Their Rble in

“Indla's Quest for greedog (Calcutta: Mukhopadhyay, 1966),

p. 53,

[7] Dhananjay Keexr, Veer Savarkar (Bombay: Popular
Prakashan, 1950), p. 556. ,

{8) sharlf-hl-nujahid, Qgg;g-l-hzgg innah (Karachi:
Quaid-I-Azan Academy, 1981), p. 20S.

'{9) Hector Bolitho, 11nnggi_ELQQ_QL_Qi_BQKlﬂ_QQ (London:
100.

'John Murray, 1960), p.

'{10] 8.K. Majumdar, p. 156.
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CHAPTER 7
- AKHAND BHARAT AND THE TWO-NATION THEORY

{1] Humayun-Kabir, Muslim Politics and Other Essavs
£1906-47) (Calcutta: Firma K.L. Mukhopadhyay, 1969), p. 59.

{2) Shila 8en,

Muslim Polltics in Bengal, 1937-1947
(Nev Delhl: Impex India, 1976). The 'full text of the letter
is given 1in appendix 1V, p. 264. v

" [3] sharif-al-Mujahid, Quaid-I-Azam Jinnah (Karachi:
Quaid-I-Azam Academy, 1981), p. 396, referred to the lead-
er's disagreement with A.K. FaZlul Hug. The letter quoted
hexre has been attributed to Huq's apology with no regret

about the happenings. Thls shows the author's blased vievw-
point. .

+h *

{4]) Humayun Kabir, p. 67.

(5] Humayun Kabir, p. 67.

(6]. Abdul Hamid, Muslim Separatism in India (Dacca: Oxf
University Press, 1967), p. 234, ~

(7] shila Sen, p. 233, -
(8] Shila Sen, p. 243. -

" 19) Freeland Abbott, Islam and Pakistan (Nev York: Cornell

University Press, 1968), p. 181, : N

[10) Kalim Bahadur, The Japa‘at-i-Iglami of Pakistah (New
Delhi: Chetana Publications, 1977), p. 39.
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e  CHABTER 8
THE EMERGENCE OF BANGLADESH

- £,

(1) Humayun Kabir, Mu 0 cs _and Other Essays
1295_121_ (Calcutta:. Firma K.L Mukhopadhyay, 1969), p. 107.

[{2) Gaziul Hug, agnglggggn_yngngiggg (Calcutta: Indian
Associated Publishing Co., 1971), p. 51. _ ,

(3) Kalim Bahaduz,‘ a‘at-i- mi of Paklstan (New
Delhi' Chetana Publications, 1977), p. S2.

(4] Gaziul Hug, p. 55.

(5) Abdul Karim, Soclal History of the Muslims in Bengal
(Chittagong: Baltush Sharaf Islamic Research Institute,

1985), p. 65.

[6] Abdul Karim, p. 65.
| (71 Abdul Karim, p. 164. ‘

(8] Abdul Karim, p. 86 Chlttagong vas the‘major sea port
t.0f Bangla. Thé Sultans arranged sea voyages to far-away
Arabla for pllgrimages

(9] Bee appendix I11. :,

(10) The Lahore Resolution assigned maximum autonomy to
the units that would comprise Pakistan. -

[11) Huhanmad Ayoob, "From Martial Law to‘Bahgladesh, e

es . 8pecial Debate) ed. by Pran
Chopra (Bonbay Popular Prakashani, 1971), pp. 40-59.

Articles in this book provide details of the struggle of //

Bast Paklstan and its political developments, -
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// . CHAPTER 9 “ . ]
CONCLUBION |

[1]1 Moin Shakir, From Khilafat to Partition (Delhi: Ajanta
Publications, 1970), p. xix, referred to Maulana Abul Kalam
Azad, The Tarjumanul Qur'an, trans. into English by Byed
Abdul Latif (Bombay. Asia Publlshing House, 1962).

[2] M. Mujeeb, The Indlan Muslims (London: George Allan
and Unwin Ltd., 1967), pp. 317&318.

(3] asim Roy, The Islamic Syncretistic Traditions {in
Bengal (Princeton, 1983), p. 180.

(4] Abdul Karim, Soclal History of the Muslims in Benqgal

(Chittagong: Baitush sharaf Islamic Research Institute,

1985), p. 116. i N ‘
[5] Asim Roy, p. 20.:

(61 Jayantl Maitra, Muglim Politics in Benqal, 1855-1906
(Calcutta: K.P. Bagchi and Co.,, 1984), p. 12-18.

{7) Shelila McDonough, Musilim ‘Ethics and Moderpnity:
Comparative Study of the Bthical Thought of Sayyld Ahmed
Khan _and Mawvlana Mawdudi (waterloo: Wilfred Laurier
Universlty Press, 1984), p. 43. £

{8] The issue of partition of Bengal (1906) wvas vleved
from diffetent aspects by the Hindu community. One such
vievpoint was the belief that the British wvere calculatively
dismembering the motherland by-playing ‘divide and rule' and
giving the Muslims more privileges.

»

[9] shan Muhammad, p. 21.

(10) Gaziul Hug, Bangladesh Uncnaig (Calcﬂtta* Indian
Assocliated Publishing Co., 1971), p. 30.
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y APPENDIX I

Byed Ahmed Khan conpiled this table in 1878 and gave this
evldence before the Education Connission in 1qe2. (1)

~

¢

NUMBER OF BTUDENTS WHO GRADUATED
raou MISSIONARY AND GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS AND' COLLEGES
(1858-1878) ,

.
- - " T . e M . D e e - S e S - - o MR e AP G W S W G @ WD W m e -

a

NAME OF
UNIVERBITY
DEGREE

; LAW
Doctors’
Honours
Bachelors

" Licentiates

CIVIL ENGINEERING
Bachelors
Licentiates

. . ARTS
Masters
Bachelors -
MEDICINE

boctors
Honours

‘Bachelors

Licentiates

TOTAL:

TOTAL NUMBER OF
NUMBER OF MUHAMMEDAN
GRADUATES! GRADUATES

705 8
235 S

36 -

51 -

326 5
1,343

(1] Shan Muhammad, Syed
(Meerxut: Meenakshi Prakashan, 1969), p. 56 .

REMARKS

»

None from the N.V.
None from the N.¥.

Provinces
Provinces

" No Muhammedan has passed

either English or Science

]
!

None from the N.VW.
None from the N.W.

Prévlnces
Provinces

A Political E_stgnh!

L4
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1 \r ‘- e,
'HUSLIH EDUCATION IN BENGAL (1870-1871) (11
J UNIVERSITY EDUCATION
———————— :———--————--—-—-—-———:’ﬁ-———————-———---——————n-—--—-——-—-
‘& - HINDU CANDIDATES MUSLIM CANDIDATEB
' EXAHI!{ATIONS ' PAS;S ‘FAIL “ PASS FAIL
Entrance Exam, 1871 504 859 27 'Y
. Fine Arts Exam, 1871 166 268 1 18 -
B.A. Degree, 1870 56 95- 0 2.
- . e e e - - P Ny,
TOTAL: 726 1,222 28 64
, T T G — - — - - —— - /— —————————————————————————— - - o
>
~ CpLLEGE EDUCATION ENROLLMENT .
"-"'-—"""""——""---“T“'::'r}: ---------------------------------- - e -
~C:OIZ:I’.-EC?I-: HINDU STUDENTS MUSLIM BTUDENTS
Dacca - 108 2
‘Hughly (2] +130 21 .
TOTAL: i 238 23 .
e e e e e e e e e e
. - ) “
~ ‘:3
P
. o
‘ LI ﬁ.‘z
\ _ E
A
o k-
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) ZILLA BIbH SCHOOL ENROLLMENT (1871)
“'-‘".""-"'"""’-«"""".""‘"""‘"'"""-""‘-“: ----------------------
B8CHOOL . {Eg‘ HINDU STUDENTS MUSLIM STUDENTS
Chittagong o123 44
Noakhally 109 : I 7 I
Mymensing 342 19
Burrlisaul 347 217
Commillah 145 21

TOTAL: \ 1,066 125
,;ﬁ‘
RURAL SCHOOL ENROLLMENT (1871)

g ! : .
8CHOOL HINDU STUDENTS MUSLIM STUDENTS
Chittagong district 1,272 348
Sylhet district 1,344 . 208

N k ------------
TOTAL: - 2,616 556
—'--—-—--—-——'—--———-------——--—--—————-———---——-—-----‘-’ --------
IR

lll Hafeez Mailk, Sir
LQQO). . 143.

b

Syed Ahmed Khan and Muslim Mbdernism

and Paklistan (Nev York: COlunbla University Press,

{2) The college wvas foundgd by Muhanmmad Hohsin, a Muslim.

.
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TOTAL AVERAGE: °

APPENDIX III

o

- ‘ ;N :
L el
\e » TABLE 1: - e,
DEVELOPHENT EXPENDITURE IN EAST AND WEST pnxzswau Ly . :
""Z""""'“f?""""“f """"""""" ottt x
PLAN - ‘FISCAL YEAR , wes? °© BAST S
, (July-June’) *  PAKISTAN. __PAKISTAN , -
Pre-plan ®'  1949-51 to 195455 -80%, 208 B
1st Plan 1955-56 to 1959-60. ' . T4% 26% °
2nd Plar® ~1960-61 to 196465 68% N ..
“3rd Plan ° 1965-66 to 1969-70 . 64N 36\
~ ! . ° R V
------------------------------- g & '
] : b
) : TABLE 2% . :
ALLOCATION OF FUNDS FOR DEVELOPHENT PROJECTS [2]
S A e meeem _—
(o o WEST ° °  EAST L
PROJECT PAKISTAN  PAKISTAN
Foreign exchang‘é for various ) )
developments 80% 20%
Foreign ald (excluding U.S. ald) 968 A
u.s. aid. - ) 66% C 340
Pakistan Industrial Development T
Corporathg 58% . 42%
Pakistan Industrial Credit
and Investment Carporation 80% 20%
_ Industrial Development Bank 76% 24% ,
Housebuilding B Y1
77% 23% )
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’ : TABLE 3:
GROWTH OF INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENTS [3]
-------- - """1""“‘;"."""""""""‘"‘"""‘"--"’"'-""-"-.“""“"--"‘“."‘ ;
JINDUBTRIAL * WEST PAKISTAN EA’S"I' PAKISTAN
.UNITB' 1947 1966 © -IN- 1947 1966 IN-
PRODUCTION ' ) 1948 19'6’;1/ CREASE 1948 1967 CREASE
Cotton. textiles : L :
(in lilllon yard(i 350 6,836 1,8§,3% 508 550 8% .
Sugar productio _ . o o o
(ln thousand tonk) 10 © 304 2,940% 25 112 348%,
cenent'pzoductton . . ) - .
., (in thousand tons) 305 1,934 534% 46 75  63%
----- d-—--——-—“--—-n‘--——-——1-*——-6----.--—.————n—.--———---——-.-—n——
! - -
o " ) -
o . Q o
i {
[ ] - 1
' . . . '
N ¥ . ’ . - N | R N Y\
» 5 IS T4
, £ - - s F T -y
Q . -
. . "
’ N .
: v

lll Government of Pakistan, Planning COnnlssidn, Report of
Advisory for( the Fourth Five-year Plan (Karachi: July, R
1970), tablp 1 of the "Harvard Paper." I

., (2] Subrata Roy chbvdhury, The enesig of Bangladesh (New
York: Asia Publishlng House, 1972), the "Harvard Pape:.

[31 Subrata’ Roy Chovdhury, the 'Harvard Paper." \
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