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ABSTRACT
Omer Héroux and La_Vérité, 1904-1908:
French-Canadian Nationalism and Catholicism

in the Early Twenticth Century

H.Jcan Morrison

Canadian historians note that the last decadce of the nincteenth and the first
decade of the twenticth centuries were marked by religio-political strife. These struggles were
compounded by the fact that the ultramontane doctrinc of supremacy of Church over State,
while supranational in Europe, was in Canada combined with French-Canadian national
fervour. As the French-Canadians had been conditioned to protect their nationality and meet
any challenge that threatcned 'la survivance,” conflict of intcrest between French-Canadian
nationalism and Roman Catholicism supranationalism, was bound to arisc.

The purpose of this thesis is to cxamine how the conflict of interest could
affect the lives of ordinary French-Canadians. This will be cstablished by examining how the
clash of ideologies affected the life of Omer Héroux (1876-1976) in the period 1904-1908,
while he was working as a journalist at La Vérité in Quebec City.

Omer Héroux was chosen for this study because he was immersed in cvery

aspect of the Nationalist Movement, economic, constitutional, cultural and social. He also

knew professionally or socially many of the dcdicated French-Canadian nationalists who
worked to achieve the goal of the Providential Mission of French Canada. Because he was

also devoted Roman Catholic, his experiences at La VErité in 1904-1908, onc of the last

strongholds of ultramontanism, helps to identify some of the problems that can arise when
the French Canadian nationalism is requircd to co-cxist with the supranationalism of
Catholicism.

The period 1904-1908 was broken down into two units. In the first period
1904-1905, Héroux worked under the aegis of the implacable ultramontanc Jules-Paul
Tardivel. In the second period 1905-1908, Omer Héroux had become editor-in-chict in 1905
on the death of Tardivel. Héroux’s authority was then challenged by the former supporters
of La Vérité and family members, who zealously guarded against any perceived intrusion of

liberal Catholic ideas that might threaten the ultramontane position of the newspaper.
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Introduction

Much has been written about the religio-political struggles that took place in Quebec
at the end of the ninctcenth and the beginning of the twenticth centuries. Clashes existed
between imperialism and nationalism, between the Liberals and the Conscervatives and
between the ultramontane Catholics and the Liberal Catholics.! However, there was an
important factor, identificd by the historian Mason Wadc, that compounded the struggles.

He wrote:

While ultramontanism was anti-nationalistic in Europe, it was combined with
an aggressive nationalism in Qucbec, in the fervor of French Canadian

reaction to the assimilative program of the Union.

The ultramontane doctrine of the supremacy of the Church over the State
and the national doctrine of vigorous defence of French-Canadian rights both

held the seeds of religio-political conflict.

The purpose of this paper is to identify how the religio-political conflict could
affect the lives of individual French-Canadians who had to live within the conflicting
ideologies. By studying the lives not only of the main actors but also the supporting cast,

insights and nuances surfacc that help to explain the morc complex and paradoxical aspects

! Mason Wade, The French-Canadians 1760-1967, Toronto: The Macmillan Company, 1968, pp 447-607.
See also Philippe Sylvain, 'Quelques Aspects de I'antagonisme libéral-ultramontain au Canada frangais,’
Recherches Sociographiques, Vol.VIIL: 3, 1967, pp.275-297.

2 Ibid., p.342.
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of the institutional approach to history.> Omer Héroux, while working at La Vérité from
1904-1908, could be considered to be one of the individual units in French Canada, who was
forced 1o establish a balance between Roman Catholicism, that incorporated a supranational
concept with the national doctrine of French Canada.

Omer Héroux, 1876-1963,* was choscn for this study not because he
represented an important historical figure nor because he was a great Ieader but rather
because he was in a position to act as a mirror and reflect and report on the personalities
and timcs in which he lived. By the time that he arrived at La Vérité, in 1904, he had been
cxposcd to many conflicting ideologies and a society in transition. He had witnessed the
dramatic changes between the nincteenth and the twentieth centurics in the fields of religion,
politics, cducation, socicty, technologics and economics.

In rcligion, the papal throne had passed from the intransigent ultramontane
Pic IX to the diplomatic pope Leo XIII; in politics, the Liberal Party had replaced the
Conscrvative Party bot! provincially and federally; in caucat:on the laymen had made inroads
into the clergy’s exclusive domain; socicty had been transformed from a rural population to
an urban onc, with all the problems that that produced; economically, incustry had produced
a new class of workers, who had cash to spend and who organized labour unions; advances
in technology included new inventions that improved communications, transportation and the
casc with which newspapers could be mass produced.

By the timc that Omer Héroux had joined La Vérité in 1904, he was an

cxperienced journalist who had successfully met the challenge of the technical and ideological

' Professor Wise called the discovery of indiviual units 'the vincyard stage’ in our history - the patient
rediscovery of individual men. Cited in Alain Wilson, *Forgotten Men of History,” The Canadian Historical

Association Report(CHAR.), 1965, p.73.
* "Omer Héroux,” Biographics Canadicnnes-Francaises, Montréal: J.A. Fortin, 1942: p.619.
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changes that had taken place from the ninctcenth to the twenticth centuries. Héroux had
experienced the hard physical labour nccessary to issuc a paltry hundred or so copies of a
four-page paper,® such as Le Trifluvien. He had scen the old technology replaced by modern
methods of production used in La Patric. Omer Héroux not only had to adapt to the
technological changes but also he was onc of the journalists who was torced to adjust to the
change from producing a newspaper of ideas to producing a newspaper [or profit.*
Another reason for examining the life of Omer Héroux was that he became

one of French-Canada’s most respected journalists, thus providing a written record of his
idcologics. Also, because he reported on the activities and speeches of his contemporics,
their ideologies could be identified and inherent differences analysed.

Omer Héroux was born in Champlain, in the County ol Saint Maurice on
September 8, 1876, to a Liberal father, Louis-Dolor and a mother of Acadian descent,
Adélaide Neault. His family moved to Saint-Barnabé-Nord, where his father ran a general
store. At age seven, Héroux left the little school in Saint-Barnab¢-Nord, to attend the school
in Yamachiche, run by the ultramontane Freres des Ecoles chréticnnes.” From there, he
took his "couis classique’ at the Séminaire de Trois-Rivieres, under the jurisdiction of the
implacable ultramontane Mgr.Louis-Frangois Laflcche.

Héroux started his journalistic carcer in 1896 at the Conscrvative and

5 Col. William Wood, ed., The Storied Province of Quebec, George F. Wright, *Journalism,” Vol.1, p.582.

¢ Paul Rutherford, A_Victorian Authori
University of Toronto Press, 1982,

L, Toronto:

7 Nive Voisine, Les Fréres des Ecoles chréticnnes au Canada, T.1: La o
Québec: Anne Sigier, 1987.




ultramontane wecekly newspaper Le Trifluvicn® in Trois-Rivieres, where he was 'rédacteur
cn chef et en seul.’(sic)” At the same time, he collaborated at Lc Mouvement catholique'®,
where he was not paid but had access to imported French newspapers, that stimulated his
interest in 'la mere patrie.” From 1900-1902, he worked in Montreal for a Conservative and
Roman Catholic but not ultramontanc newspaper Le Journal'!, whose motivation was profit
not idcas. He was also collaborating with Le Pionnicr'?, whose editor Amédée Denault, was
mainly concerned with the plight of the French-Canadian workers and colonists.

From 1902-1904, Héroux joined the staff La_Patric’under the aegis of Israél
Tarte, a scasoned journalist and 'libéral modéré.’ La_Patric’s goal was to make peace
between the religious and national factions,’une politique de paix.”* With the concurrence
of Tarte, Héroux contributed to Le Rappel,” a Conservative newspaper cdited by Aegidius
Fautcux and organ of thc young nationalists. Héroux also collaborated with Le

Nationaliste' foundcd by Olivar Assclin'? and 'rédigé par . . les gens

* Andr¢ Beaulicu and Jean Hamelin, La Pressc Québecoise:des origines 3 nos jours. Qugbec: PUL, 1973.
1880-1895, "Le Trifluvien,” pp.200-201.

® L'abbé Henri Vailée, pire, Les Journaux Trifluviens de 1817-1933, Les Trois-Rivieres: Les Editions du
Bicn Public, 1933. pp.50-70. Quotc p.56.

16

17

Beaulicu and Hamelin, op. cit., 1896-1910, 'Le_Mouvement catholique,’ p.60.
Beaulicu and Hamelin, op. cit., 1896-1910, 'Le _Journal,’ p.102.

Beaulicu and Hamelin, op. cit., 1896-1910, 'Le Pionnicr,” pp.84-87.

Beaulicu and Hamelin, op. cit., 1860-1879, 'La Patric,” pp.287-289.
Ibid., p.288.
Beaulicu and Hamelin, op. cit., 1896-1910, 'Le_Rappel,” pp.156-157.

Beaulicu and Hamelin, op.cit., 1896-1910, 'Lc Nationaliste,” pp.186-188.

Marcel-A. Gagnon, La_Vie Orageuse d’Olivar_Assclin. Tome I, Montréal: Les Editions de 'Homme,

1962. p.124.



combattifs.’'®

The period 1904-1908 was choscn for study because it was a time of transition
of ultramontanism in Quebec. Nicole Gagnon, a sociologist at Laval University, claimed that
"L’Eglise québécoise de 1898 est sans doute ultramontaine; celle de 1910, 2 mon sens, ne 'est
plus.”®Even though the bitter struggles that had existed between the liberal Catholics and
the ultramontane Catholics had Icssened by 1900, nevertheless, there were still pockets of
resistance by intransigent ultramontanes. The latter remained vigilant in  identifing and
crushing any liberal ideas that were perceived to be a threat to the supremacy of the pope
in all matters, spiritual or tcmporal.?

La Vérité an ultramontane newspaper founded by Jules-Paul Tardivel and
supported by the ultramontane Jesuits, can be considered to be one of these pockets.?!
Through maintaining constant pressure, the ultramontancs contributed to the social
conservatism of the lcading groups whether they were the ‘clergés modérés’ or the
politicians.?

As ncither the term 'Roman Catholicism nor ‘French Canadian nationalism’
can be considered to be monolithic concepts, some explanation as to thcir meaning in
relation to this paper is nccessary.

By the turn of the twenticth century, the Roman Catholic socicty who

18 Ibid., p.187.
9 Guy Laperritre, 'Les Ultramontains,” Recherches Sociographigues,(RS), Vol. XXVII,1, 1986, p.99.
2 Guy Laperritre, 'Les Ultramontains,” RS, Vol.XXVII, 1, 1986, p.97.

21 pierre Savard, Jules-Paul Tardivel, la France et les Etats-unis, Quebec: PUL, 1967.

2 p.A.Linteau, R.Durocher et J.-C.Robert, Histoire du Québcec contemporai
crise (1867-1929), Montréal: Boréal Express, 1979, pp.314-316.
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although it continued to fight to protect Catholic rights, avoided airing their internal
problems in public or openly defying the State.” However. there were still the two opposing
currents of idcas flowing through the ideology of Roman Catholicism in French Canada.
They were ultramontanism and liberal Catholicism, although both are misnamed. As previosly
roted, French Canadian ultramontanism had a strong nationalist and even racist bent more
characteristic of gallicanism than Eutopean ultramontanism. Also French Canadian liberalism
was a different form from its Europcan name-sake condemned by Pope IX in the Syllabus
ol Errors 1864. " he sematic confusion caused by applying European terms to North America
movements of diffcrent origins and purposes cnvenomed the stuggle between these two rival
groups of idcas.’*

Robert (Philippe) Sylvain, fc.c., professor emeritus of religious history at
Laval University, who has written cxtensively on ultramontanism, claims that even the
ultramontancs were never a monolithic group, but there are at least two categories 'les
cxagerés ou intransigeants ct les modérés ou réalistes.’” According to Nive Voisine, a
professor specializing 1in the history of the Catholicism in Quebec. even among the
intransigent ultramontancs, there exists a group of "fanatiques.’ The intransigent ultramontane
continually accused thcir moderate ultramontane adverseries of the sin of 'libéralisme

catholique.'

¥ Guy Laperritre, "Les Ultramontains,” RS, Vol. XXVII, 1, 1986, p.97.

# Mason Wadc, The French Canadians 1760-1967, Toronto: The Macmillan Company of Canada, 1975,
p-341.

¥ Robert (Philippe) Sylvain,’Compte rendu,” Revue d'histoire de PAmérique francaise, RHAF,
Vol XXXI1V, I, 1980, p.107.

% Nive Voisine, Louis-Francois Lafleche, deuxitme évéque de Trois-Rivitres. Dans le sillage de Pie 1X
ct de Mpr. Bourget, 1818-1878. Saint-Hyacinthe; Edisem, 1980.

6



There were also shades to liberal Catholicism from the moderatec Roman
! Catholic to the anti-clerical, but not anti-Catholic. Jean Hamelin and Nicole Gagnon in their
history of Quebec Catholicism in the twentieth century, wrote that liberal Catholicism was
made up of Roman Catholics, who 'ont assumé les idées de progres de modernité, de
démocratie et d’individualisme.’”” They belicved in racial and rcligious tolerance. 'Ils se font
des promoteurs de l'industrialisation par le capital étranger.’® They wanted the women to
play a larger role; reform of the school system; bilingualism gencrally; a creation of a work
force adapted to industrialization and a class of workers cducated to meet the changing social
order. They fought ’I'obscurantisme, l'autoritarisme, la routine ct les idtes &troites
qulincarnent, a leurs yeux, les cléricaux.’® They professed to being Catholic but ‘refusent
Pimmixtion du clergé dans les affaires publiques ct privées, la soumission de autorité civile

a l'autorité ecclésiastique.’ They claimed that religion was a personal affair and ‘réclament

le droit de débattre du temporel en dehors du discours religicux.” Hamelin and Gagnon
claimed that the liberal Catholics had their associations, 'la loge magonnique
I'Emancipation’? and the Ligue d’cnscignement (1902). Liberal Catholics were Catholics

who tried to avoid being identificd as ’priest-ridden.’

27 Jean Hamelin and Nicole Gagnon, dirigée par Nive Voisine, Histoire du catholicisme québecois.
sitcle. Tome 1, 1898-1940. Montréal: Boréal Express, 1984, p.235.

2 Ibid.
 Ibid.
3 Ibid.
31 Ibid.
2 Tbid.

3 H.Livingstone Robertson, 'The Ultramontanes Group in French-Canada, 1867-1886." M.A. Thesis,
Queen’s University, 1952. p.96.




However, libcral Catholics and ultramontanes had many points in common:
both had the same devotion to the Pope and defended his spiritual power with vigour; they
both acknowledged the infallibiity of the pope; they both believed that there was no social
order without religion. They both fought the same enemies, foes of Louis Riel, the opponents
of the Jesuit Estates’ scttiement and the Manitoba School Question. They both shared the
same doctrincs and sought the samc goals but their inspirations were different.
Ultramontanes took inspiration from Veuillot, Rohrbacher; the liberal Cau. olics from
Dupanloup, Montalembert, Lacordaire. However, they differed as to methods of attaining
thosc ends. The intransigent ultramontanes wanted results immediately 'la vérité pure et
complete.”™ The liberal Catholics accepted some moderation, tolerance and christian charity
and good will to avoid provoking sterile religious quarrels.

Omecer Héroux's formative years had included the period after 1875, when
ultramontanism was bcing challenged on every front. Every time that a dispute had arisen
between ultramontanes and the liberal Catholics, that demanded an answer from Rome, Leo
XIIl's decision had gone against the ultramontanes. It was in this atmosphere of
ultramontanism under siege that Omer Héroux was raised in Saint-Barnabé-Nord. The
change in religious attitutes affected Omer Héroux because although Saint-Barnabé-Nord was
situated in onc of the remaining strongholds of ultramontanism in Quebcc, the Diocese of
Mgr.Louis-Frangois LaFleche, Héroux’s father was a liberal in religion as well as Liberal in
politics. The liberalism of Dolor so offended the local priest that Dolor was refused the

sacrements. Omer Héroux lcarned at an early age the ramifications of challenging the

M René Hardy, "Lib¢ralisme catholique et ultramontanisme au Québec; Eléments de définitions,’ RHAF,
Vol. 25, no.2, September, 1971; pp 247-251. Quote p.251.
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authority of the Church.%

One of the most important rcason for chosing Omer Héroux as the subject
of this thesis to examinc the intcraction of French-Canadian nationalism and Roman
Catholicism, is that he was involved in every aspect of the French-Canadian nationalist
movement. He was active in its organizations, its publications and he was in contact with all
the people, whose names are synonomous with the growth of nationalism in Qucbec.

It is very difficult to interpret with certainty the nuances of the nationalism
of the people caught up in the rise of the nationalist movement at the begining of the
twentieth century. The men and women, who gathered togcether to support nationalism were

not a homogeneous group. Their religious belicls could run the gamut from ultramontanism,

to liberalism, to anti-clericalism and even in rarc occasions to the rejection of religion all
together.

Politically, they could be Conservative, (castor or ‘tout court’) or Liberal,
(rouge or 'avancé.’) Even the mcthod, by which the goals of the nationalists could be
attained, differed. Some saw the solution through idcological reform, through cconomic
reform, through social reform, through educational reform, through constitutional rcform or
through managed immigration and colonization. Some saw the nationalist movement best
served by maintaining the status quo and cven returning to the past for inspiration. The
permutations and combinations of the above factors made the interaction of the nationalists

very complex and very often threatened the movement itself.

35 Oral History Interview: Subject, Omer Héroux, Interviewer, Jean Morrison, Interviewee, Roland Héroux,
nephew of Omer Héroux, February 23 1988, Trois Rivitres Ouest. Tape 1 Side A (42-051; Transcription pp
5-6.

3 André Laurendeau, (1912-1968), °Is there a Crisis of Nationalism?’ in Ramsay Cook, ¢d., French-
Canadian Nationalism. An Anthology. Toronto: Macmillan of Canada, 1971. p.257.
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Because of Omer Héroux's particular personality traits, his gentleness, his
avoidance of confrontation, his ability to sce 'les deux c6tés de la médaille,’ he was able to
act as a liaison between the many factions of French-Canadian nationalism that emerged.’

His contempories described what they considered were Héroux's attributes. He was called:

un inspiratcur de l'enscigncment de Saint Augustin: Pour les choses
nécessaires, il faut s'unir;® un Lacordaire - une sentinelle plutét qu'un
vigilant combattant;* apdtre de la pensé catholique et francaise;* un
guide en méme temps qu’un animateur;*! informateur par principe plutot
que batailleur;*2 un éveilleur . . . de la conscience nationale. le Patriote
désintéressé;* modele de travail, de clarté, de pondération, de conviction

religicuse ct patriotique;* grand ami des Acadiens.*

¥ La Patric, June 25 1948, cited by Henri Dufresne, 'Hommages & M.Héroux,’ Le Devoir, July 1948,

¥ Oswald Mayrand, 'Omer Héroux, doyen de nos journalistes,” L’Apostolat du Journalisme, May 31 1957,
p.72.

¥ Paul Tardivel, 'Omer Héroux,” in unpublished document in the possesion of Jean Tardivel, grandson of
Jules-Paul Tardivel, Outrecmont Qucbec, Reference is to Lacordaire one of the carly French ultramontancs,
who along with Félicit¢ de Lamennais and Comte Charles Montalembert, published L’Avenir in France.

® U)uis-Philigpc Roy. 'Cinquante Ans de Journalisme catholique. 1896-1946,” L’Ocuvre des Tracts, aofit
p.4, Montréal: L'Ecole Sociale Populaire, 1946.

1 Ibid,, p.9, Chanoine Joscph-C. Tremblay, Le Progreés du Saguenay.

4 Ibid,, p. 11 Lec Saint-Laurent

-~

' Ibid,, p.11, Le Front ouvricr.
* 1hid., p.12, Le Salaberry, de Valicyfield.

FS

* Ibid., p. 13, Leandre Legresley, L'Evangéline.
10




Early in his life, Omer Héroux had been aware of the religio-political battles
between the Liberals and the Conservatives that had divided the French-Canadians and
prevented them presenting a solid front to promote nationalism. Because Dolor Héroux, a
Liberal at the time of Mcrcicr, used to read aloud to the family, it is reasonable to assume
that Dolor would have passed on his Liberal idcas to his children.*s Dolor had been exposed
to the nationalism of Honoré Mercier, who had rallied the French-Canadians around the Ricl
Incident with the cry. 'Cessons la lutte fratricide. Unissons-nous.” The confrontation between
political parties soured Héroux on politics for life. In 1895, in a lctter to onc of his former

class-mates Joseph-G.Gélinas, he wrote:

... Je me demande encore pourquoi tel ou tel député a le droit de s'intituler
‘représentant du peuple’ quand il ne devrait avoir que le droit de sc dire

’représentant du Whiskey ct de P'or.’?

Omer Héroux would have also been influenced by the French-Canadian
nationalism of Mgr. Louis-Frangois Lafleche, whose opinions were well known in the Diocese
of Trois-Rivieres, where Omer lived. The opinions of Mgr. Lafleche were also preached to
the students of the Séminairc Saint-Joscph dc Trois-Rivicres, which Omer attended from

1887-1895. Mgr. Lafleche would spcak to them after he had given his "cours de pastorale aux

4 'Devant la famille attablée, mon grand-ptre prenait le journal, puis y ayant les yeux fixCs, lisait un conte.
La bonne disait 2 ma grand-mere qu'elle narrivait pas 4 retrouver le conte. Grand-papa Favait inventé a
mesure.’ Jean Héroux, 'Omer Héroux. 1876-1963. Vie, carritre, intimit€ (jusque vers le mi-juilict 1924).
Unpublished manuscript, p. 3.

7 'Letter from Omer Héroux to Joseph-G Gélinas 'début de décembre, 1895." Deposited at the Archives
du Séminaire de Trois-Rivitres, C-3-H-41.

11
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grands séminaristes™® on Sunday afternoons. Mgr. Lafleche would not have lost an
opportunity to expound on his theories, that were being neutralized and negated by the
Liberals, by some clergy and cven by the Vatican.*” The impact and meaning of the words
would be reinforced by the fact that he was a great orator. Omer Héroux writing in Le
Dewoir, paid tribute to Lafleche’s oratorial skills, 'c’est probablement I'image du prestigieux
oratcur qui s'imposait le plus vivement a leur attention. Les enthousiastes 'appelaient
volontiers le Chrysostone du Canada.™?

Mgr. Lafleche belicved in messianic nationalism. He claimed that the French-
Canadians formed a real nation. He laid down the basic principles of French-Canadian
nationalistic ultramontanism, that is, that the French-Canadians formed a true nation because
they shared a unity of specch, unity of faith, uniformity of morals, customs, and
institutions.>' Lafleche linked faith and language as the basis of French-Canadian
nationrond. This would present a conflict of interest for this champion of ultramontanism
because true Catholicism as defined by the Holy See, was supranational.

When Héroux left Trois-Rivieres for Montreal in 1900, there was a movement
of young pcople who were supporting the rise of French-Canadian nationalism, that had
gained momentum in response to the threat to Canadian autonomy from the revitalized

British imperialism. The impassioned specches of the Liberal parlimentarian Henri Bourassa

** Omer Héroux, "Souvenirs: Mgr. Louis- Frangois Lafleche, L’apOtre, le patriote, 'orateur - "Faites venir
Louise",'Le Devoir Dec.21, 1957.

4 Ad¢lard Dugr€, Souvcnirs et Réflexions. Montreal: Maison Provinciale, 1971, p.10. Unpublished
Manuscript deposited in the Archives de la Sociét¢ de Jésus, Province de Canada frangais, Saint JérOme,
Qucbec.

% Omer Héroux, Souvenirs: Mgr. Louis-Frangois Lafleche . . op.cit.

1 See Ramsay Cook, ed., French- Canadian Nationalism, Toronto: Macmillan of Canada, 1969: pp.92-106,
‘Mgr. L.F.R. Lafltche (1818-1898). The Providential Mission of the French-Canadians.’
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(1868-1952) provided a focal point for discussions and meetings. The gatherings of young
’bourassistes’ afforded Héroux with an opportunity to sharc a common bond with other
French-Canadians in an atmosphere free from political differences and battles between

liberal and ultramontane Catholics. He described the mcctings:

Nous, nous €tions connu dans la mélée, dressés vers le méme champ de
bataille par les instincts de fierté et de générosité qui font battre le cocur de
la jeunesse. . . Et nous véciimes dans cctte atmosphere enfiévrée de 1900-

1901 des jours plcinement heureux.*?

Bourassa’s nationalism diffcred from that of Mercier and Lafleche, in that it
transcended a purcly defensive and cultural nationalism that was oricnted solcly to French-
Canadian problems. Bourassa wished to formulatc a distinctive concept for a Canadian

nation, a Canadian nationality® He had cntered politics in the critical decade between

1887-1896 and described himsclf not only as ’a passionate rouge’ but also as ‘an
uncompromising ultramontanc Catholic.”* His purposc was to maintain the role of the
Church in society and the authority of the Pope in the Church.

Héroux reported on an interview that he had had with Henri Bourassa on

June 16, 1901, in Le Pionnicr.®® From the time of this intcrvicw, a fricndship and trust

52 Marcel-A. Gagnon, op. cit,, p.124.

53 Martin Patrick O'Connell, 'Henri Bourassa and Canadian Nationalism,” Ph.D., University of Toronto,
1954, p.40.

4 O’Connell, op. cit., pp.39-41.

55 Omer Héroux, 'En présence d’un homme. Les opinions de M.Henri Bourassa, L'impCrialisme -le rOle
de M.Chamberlain et celui de M.Laurier. Avant tout soyons Canadicns.’ L¢ Piopnjcr, Junc 16 1901, p. 1.
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evolved between the two men that was maintained all their lives. In the interview, Omer
Héroux identificd the limitations to Bourassa’s support for French-Canadian nationalism. To
the question as to whether the nationalist movement could count on Bourassa’s name
‘'comme drapcau,” Bourassa answered that they could ‘compter sur son adhésion.”® In spite
of Bourassa’s tempcred answer, the French-Canadian nationalists looked to him as ’le chef’
cven though their nationalism did not always incorporate the uncompromising
ultramontanism of Bourassa.

Onc of the people who organized meetings and publicized the political
philosophy of Bourassa was Joscph-Frangois-Olivar Assclin (1874-1937). Although Asselin
was a Catholic, he was not ultramontane. His criticism of the clergy was condemned as anti-
clerical. 7 Assclin’s nationalism differed in many respects from that of Bourassa as he
stressed the need for more economic control in the hands of the French-Canadians through
reforms in the cducatioral system. Omer Héroux claimed that 'il (Asselin) a toujours eu le
gott passionné des ¢tudes économiques.’™?

Although Héroux worked closely with Asselin to encourage French-Canadian
nationalism, thcre was an incompatibility of personalities and basic instincts that separated
the two men. Assclin and Héroux differed fundamentally in their approaches to education.
Assclin believed in free and compulsory education for all in the hands of the laity. Héroux,
like Bourassa, belicved in the clitist system with clerical control. La Ligue de I'Enseignement,

established in November 1902, was supported by Asselin. Héroux saw the organization only

¢ Ibid.

7 Robert Rumilly, Histoire de la_Province de Québec, Montréal: Fides, 1940-1969, Vol XII, p.87.

** Le Devoir, April 19, 1937.
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as a tool of the freemasons to gain control of the cducational systcm.

Omer Héroux, by collaborating at L¢ Nationaliste under the acgis of Olivar
Asselin, was exposed to a militancy that reflected the idcology of the latter. Whereas Assclin
sought out confrontation, not only in his newspaper but in the courts, Héroux avoided it all
Costs.

Another example of how a dedicated French-Canadian nationalist could be
a disciple of Bourassa but differ fundamentally on the mcthod of achicving his goal, was
Amédée Denault, editor of Le Pionnicr. He supported ncither Bou-.issa’s pan-Canadian
nationalism nor his ultramontanism, even though Denault was a sincere Catholic. His anti-
imperialism went further than Bourassa’s and bordered on anglophobia.® Denault believed
that French-Canadian nationalism could be achicved through managed immigration and
colonization. Denault belicved in the colonization of 'le pays d'cn haut,” more to stem the
tide of emigration to the United States than just to create more parishes in the North.# He
might also be considered an economic nationalist. He felt that cconomic reforms *les ¢tudes
d’économie sociale’s? were necessay to free the French-Canadians from English domination.

While working at Le Journal in Montreal from 1990-1902, Héroux came in

contact with Arthur Beauchesne,(1876-1959),% who was onc of the editors. Beauchesne was

a French-Canadian nationalist who was a Conservative and a committed Catholic, but at the

59 Mgr Bruchési viewed the Ligue with suspicion, fearing that free and compulsory education included lay
control. Cited in Robert Rumilly, op,cit,, Vol.XI, p.11.

60 Robert Rumilly, Histoire de la Province de Québec, Montreal: Fides/Editions Bernard Valiquetie, 1940-
1969, 41 Vols., Vol. X, p.72.

$1 Le Pionnier, July 14 1899,

€ Ibid.

6 See fonds Arthur Beauchesne, National Archives of Canada, Manuscript Division, MG 30). E 375,
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same time, one who did not approach journalism as a pricstly duty. Beauchesne was chastised
by the clergy when he suggested that Mgr.Paul Bruchési had failed to protect the rights of
the French-Canadians in Manitoba because *(il) ménageait Lauricer, susceptible d'influencer
Rome dans lattribution du chapcau rouge.”® Beauchesne took an early interest in school
reform in the province. He became secretary-correspondent of La Ligue de 'Enseignement,
founded in November 1902 in Montreal. For Omer Héroux and the ultramontanes, the
Liguc’s free, compulsory education, staffed with the laity, challenged the authority of the
fathers over education and subscquently, the authority of the clergy.

Omer Héroux through his collaboration with Lc Rappel, came in contact with
Acgidius Fauteux® who could be considered a cultural nationalist. Lc Rappel was founded
on Scptember 14 1902, to serve the aspirations of the young Nationalists, both Conservative
and Liberal. Fautcux was onc of the most important members of a group of young French-
Canadians who felt the need for more cultural and educational facilties if the French-
Canadians hoped to achiceve their goal.

Laval University in Montreal was producing its first generation of graduates,
who in turn were forming societies interested in archival history. Thus grew an intellectual
movement based on patriotism and pride in their own cultural nationalism and created a
public and civic demand for a public library. The clergy vewed the new awakening with
apprchension in case it became a challenge to their authority.

Although Fauteux recognized the genuine need and had promoted the idea

for a library, he responded to pressure from the clergy to downplay its acceptance. He wrote

¢ Rumilly, Histoire, op.cit,, Vol.X, p.186.

% Sce Jean-René Lassonde, La Bibliothtque Saint-Sulpice, 1910-1931. Montréal: Ministre des affaires
culturelics, Bibliothtque nationale du Québec, 1987.
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in 1901, "La bibliotheque populaire est en cffet tres dangereuse.'® Omer Héroux shared the
same concerns because he responded to the request from Mgr. Bruchési to convinee the
French-Canadians that public libraries were a danger to the morality of the public®
Cultural nationalism had to be restrained to satisty the clergy's need to maintain control of
reading patterns.

While Héroux was employed at La Patric from 1902-1904, he worked with
Israél Tarte, (i848-1907), whosc nationalism combined the supranationalism of
Catholicism,® pan-Canadianism of Bourassa and French-Canadian cconomic nationalism
of Asselin and Denault. His French-Canadian nationalism recognized the need for more
French-Canadian participation in the cconomic life of Quebcc if the French Canadian culture
and language were to survive.

Omer Héroux met another type of French-Canadian nationalist, Armand
Lavergne,(1880-1934)® when La Ligue Nationaliste was sct up in 1904. Lavergne was a
devoted disciple of Bourassa and sharcd Bourassa’s concept of pan-Canadianism but insisted
that Quebcc should be maitre chez- cux. Lavergne furthered the cause of French-Canadian
nationalism by initiating Constitutional reform. He spent his entire political career, federal
and provincial, fighting for the minority rights of French-Canadians, including their

Constitutional right for bilingualism in ali federal jurisditions, including stamps, cheques and

¢ La Patrie, December 21, 1901, p. 24. ’Les Bibliotheques publiques.’ However, Fautcux thought it wiser
to use a pseudonym M. France.

¢ “Letter from Mgr.P. Bruchési to Omer Héroux, Scptember 14 197, Archives de la Chancellerie de
Montréal, Journaux 780.034, n0.26. See also Le Journal, January 2, 1902, p.1.

¢ See Laurier L. LaPierre, "Joscph Israél Tarte: Relations between the French-Canadian Episcopacy and
the French-Canadian Politician, (1874-1896). Canadian Catholic Historical Association, (CCHA), 1957-1958.

¢ Armand Lavergne, (1880-1935), lawyer; Member of Parliament for Montmagny 1904-1908, 1930-1935;
Legislative Assembly 1930; Author of Trente ans de vie pationale. Montréal, Les Editions du Zidiaque, 1934,
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currency. The Lavergne Law passed in Quebec specified that all public companies should
published all material in French and English. Omer Héroux supported him in all these
concerns.”

If individuals could play a part in furthering the cause of French-Canadian
nationalism, institutions could play an cven bigger role. Héroux was aware of the fact. 'Si la
vic d'un homme cst breve, celle d’un peuple, de ses institutions, peut se prolonger
indéfiniment.””

Omer Héroux not only knew the principal players of the nationalist movement
but hc was an intcgral part of cvery French-Canadian national association like the Société
Saint-Jcan Baptistc, the Association catholique de la jeunesse canadienne, (A.CJ.C.), the
Ligue Nationalistc, the Association des journalistes canadiens frangais, (A.J.C.F.).

Before the turn of the twentieth century, the Saint-Jean Baptiste Society™
had brought together French-Canadians of all classes in an atmosphere free from political
and religious differences. It had attcmpted to form a bridge, religiously, between the liberal
Catholics and the ultramontane Catholics and politically, between the Liberals and the
Conscrvatives.” In the last decade of the nincteenth century, the activities of the Society
had bcen down-played at the request of politicians and Mgr. Bruchési, becausc of the racial

tensions that existed between the English and the French. The animosity that had existed

™ Armand Lavergne, Trente-ans de vie nationale. Montréal: Les éditions du Zodiaque, 1934,

' Marceel Gagnon, "Doyen du Journalisme fété par la S.S.J.B.,’ Le Canada, June 26, 1948. Deposited at
ASJCF, Saint JérOme, Bo-1654.

2 Sce Robert Rumilly, Histoire de la Société Saint-Jean Baptistc de Montréal des Patriots au Fleurdelisé
1834-1948. Montréal: L'Aurore, 1975.

" Jean-C. Bonenfant and Jean-C. Falardcau, "Cultural and Political Implications of French-Canadian
Nationalism,” CHAR, 1946, p.60.
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between the two races due to the hanging of Louis Ricl in 1885, had recently been
reactivated by the French-Canadian opposition to Canada’s participation in the Boer War.
Bruchési recommended in 1899 that only a mass at NOtre-Dame Cathedral should be held
instead of a huge public demonstation to celebrate Saint-Jcan Baptiste holiday. "Les officicux
engagent d’ailleurs 2 la prudence. Ne pas jeter I'huile sur le feu."™This was an example of
how the clergy could influence the lcvel of national fervour permitted to the French-
Canadian nationalists.

However, by 1900 when Héroux arrived in Montreal, the Socicty was taking
on a new vitality. It organized technical and commerce courses for the general public at
Monument National, set up schools to train housckeepers and encouraged the French-
Canadians to support the Caisse nationalc d’Economie, that had been established in 1895.7

Omer Héroux acted as a publicist for the Society in cvery newspaper with
which he was associated. He particularly recognized the nced {or French-Canadians to
consolidate their assets in the Caisse nationale d’Economic, a French-Canadian organization.
On February 28, 1908, in L'Action sociale of Quebcc City, he wrote that the Caissc was

using its money wisely, giving loans to ’des corporations scolaires, a des fabriques, a des

municipalitiés, a des congrégations religicuses.”” He also reminded the readers that if the
money had been deposited in ’des institutions anglo-protestantes ou juives,’”  the

entreprencurs wouid have used the money to create jobs for the *étrangers,” whosc influcnce

7 Robert Rumilly, Histoire de Ia Sociéi€ Saint-Jean-Baptistc de Montréal, Des Patriotes au Fleurdelis¢
1834-1948. op.cit., p.180.

* Ibid, p.196.
% Ibid., p.203.
7 Ibid., p.204.
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would then be extended.™

Héroux was honoured on June 24, 1948, (and again in 1960) for promoting
the activities of the Saint-Jean- Baptiste Society, for the role that he had played in promoting
French-Canadian nationalism and for protecting French-Canadian minority rights.”

Omer Heroux claimed that at the beginning of the century, certain ideas and
certain aspirations were floating in the air. On strictly religious and national issues, they
found an outlet in L'Association catholique de la jeunesse canadienne. On political or
cconomic-social issucs, they turned to La Ligue Nationaliste. Omer Héroux pointed out that
although Bourassa provided the inspiration for the nationalists, and gave them credibility, he
never joined cither group. It was Olivar Asselin who, 'fut linspirateur, le créateur du
mouvement ct son maitre ouvrier.'$?

By March 13, 1904, the Association catholique de la jeunesse canadienne-
frangaisc under the acgis of Pere Bellevance, was officially formed with aims, principles,
mcthods and by-laws®'. The Association’s principles incorporated 'la soumission a I'autorité
de I'Eglisc ct I'attachement aux directions du Saint-Siege.”® The nationalism of the A.C.J.C,
according to the historian Mason Wade, was the old politico-religious nationalism of Jules-

Paul Tardivel. It was more a French-Canadian nationalism than the pan-Canadian

™ Ibid,, p.204.
™ Marcel Gagnon, 'Doyen du Journalisme fété par la S.S.J.B.,” Le Canada, June 26 1948, op. cit.

% Omer Héroux, '"Au Temps de la Liguc nationaliste - Sur la tombe d'Olivar Asselin,’ Le Devoir, April
19, 1937, p.1.

8 Le Congres de la Jeuncsse & Québec en 1908, Montréal: Le Semeur, 1909. p.9.

& L'Ass .. . woliquede la jeuncsse canadicnne-francaise. Statuts généraux, Montreal: Secrétariat
général de ', o, 904,
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nationalism of Bourassa.®3

The members of the A.C.J.C experienced the problems that arosc when the
doctrine of the supremacy of the Church over the State and the national doctrine of the
vigorous defence of French-Canadian rights were at odds.* The third word, *Action’ of their
logo, "Piété, Etude et Action,” caused concern to politicians and the clergy who wanted to
maintain political and ecclesiastical calm. Any ’Action’ outside the two recognized partics
could be dangerous. Laurier feared the formation of a nationalist party in Quebcee. The
hierarchy of the Church was concerned about any "Action’ that young students might take
under the aegis of the Jesuits, 'qui passent encorc pour attachés a un corps d'idées ct
combatifs.’®

The Central Committee of the A.C.J.C. at the Congress on June 25-27, 1904,

elected Omer Héroux as one of the vice-presidents. He was force to resign when he lelt for

Quebec City to join La_Vérité but there is proof that he maintaincd his interest in the group.
On October 26, 1905, he wrote to Henri Bourasssa asking him if he would come to Qucbee
to speak under the auspices of the A.CJ.C.%

At the same time as the A.C.J.C. was becoming a focal point for the young
nationalists in Quebec on religious national issues, another nationalist organization was taking

shape, La Ligue Nationaliste, which answered the concerns of the nationalists on poltical and

8 Mason Wade, The French-Canadians -1760-1967, Toronto: The Macmillan Company, 1968. pp.324-325.

8 For an overview of the role of the Vatican in Canadian politics, sce Roberto Perin, Rome In Canada,
The Vatican and the Canadian Affairs in the Late Victorian Age. Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1990.
Also see F.J. McEnvoy, 'Religion and Politics in Foreign Policy: Canadian Government Relations with the
Vatican.” CCHA, Historical Studies, 1984, pp.121-144.

8 Rumilly, Histoire de la Province, op. cit., Vol 11, p.160.
8 °Letter from Omer Héroux to Henri Bourassa, October 26, 1905, Fonds Henri Bourassa, no.214,
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cconomic-social affairs. It was founded in June, 1903 with Olivar Asselin as president, Omer
Héroux as sccrctary and Armand Lavergne as animator for Quebec City. The program of
the Ligue sought autonomy for Canada vis-a vis Great Britain, politically, economically and
militarily and autonomy for the provinces vis-a vis the federal government. On March 6, 1904,
Assclin made the announcement of the establishment of Le Nationaliste, as the organ of La
Liguc Nationaliste. Omer Hgroux, acting as secretary for both groups, created a bridge
between the two organizations.

Léo XIII's call to the laity in Rerum Novarum to protect the structures of
Catholicism, had been answered by Héroux and his contempories. A.C.J.C. was helping
spiritually to implement the imperial ambitions of the Vatican. La Ligue Nationaliste, by its
program of demanding autonomy from Great Britain, was helping temporally the imperial
ambitions of the Vatican. With the appointment of a permanent apostolic delegate to
Canada in July, 1899, thc Vatican could by- pass Great Britain and deal directly with
Canadian intcrests.

Omer Héroux was a chartered member of another organization that afforded
an opportunity for French-Canadians to meet without the pressure of partisan or religious
dilferences. L’ Association des Journalistes de Langue francaise d’Amérique, was founded
in June, 1903.%7 The fact that Omer Héroux was elected as the first president was an
indication of the degree of respect that he enjoyed among his his journalistic peers. In the
first year, he organized 'le grand banquet public’ in December, 1903, followed by the first
Congress of La Presse frangaise d’Amérique in June, 1904, where Héroux was instrumental

in proposing a new law on libel. Héroux would have increased his prestige from these events.

8 Amédée Denault, *L’Association des Journalistes Canadiens- Frangais,” Revue Canadienne, Tome
XLV, 1904, Vol 11, p.294.
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; The fact that his journalistic contemporarics had recognized Héroux's talents would have
increased his credibility among the politicians of the day and hicrarchy of the Church.

In 1904, La_Recvue Canadiennc allocated a chapter to I'Association des
Journalistes Canadiens-Frangais for articles that would provide more space for an in-depth
analysis of the problems facing French-Canadians morc than was available in a daily or
weekly newspaper. Héroux was appointed 'Dirccteur-délégué’ for the group.™®

Although some of the French-Canadians can be categorized as Liberals or
Conservatives, as ultramontanc or liberal Catholics. it is more difficult to cstablish a firm
position for Omer Héroux before he joined La _Vérité in 1904. It is casier to place him in
relation to his contemporaries than to determine his own personal committment to any one

approach to nationalism. Although he did not trust partisan politics, the risc of French-

Canadian nationalism, that united Liberals and Conscrvative gave him a platform for his
political ideas.

It could be argued that Héroux was a Conscrvative because he denounced
Liberal Laurier and because he helped to destroy Liberal Simon-Napoléon Parent. However
in both cases, it was the lack of support for French-Canadian rights by the Liberal politicians
for which Omer Héroux condemned them.

By the time that Omer Héroux joined [a Vérité, if the liberal Catholicism of
his home had permeated his Romam Catholicism, it would have been minimized by the
ultramontanism of the educational system. On the other hand, the liberal Catholic influcnce
of his father Dolor would still have becn a factor whenever Héroux returned home. His
awareness of the delicate balance between the two idcologies would have made him hesitant

of adopting an extreme position either as a ’libcral cnragé’ or as an intransigent

8 Omer Héroux, 'Deux Mots d’Explication,’ La Revue Canadicnne, Tome XLVII, Vol 2, 1904, pp.291-292.
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ultramontanc.

Therefore, Omer Héroux was able to build up friendships in all segments of
the groups, both political and religious, because he rejected confrontation at all times. The
fact that he was sccretary of both A.CJ.C. and La Ligue Nationaliste showed that he was
prepared to balance the ultramontanc position that religion came befo-e nationalism with
the liberal position that stated that nationalism camc before religion.

Bcfore joining La Vérité in 1904, he had been able to find a modus operandi
to weigh his French-Canadian nationalism with Roman Catholicism supranationalism.
Héroux’s carcer at La Vérité from 1904 to 1908, highlighted how delicate a problem it was
to maintain an cquilibrium between the two forces.

To understand a specific period in a man’s life, it is necessary to have an
appreciation of the broader picture. Gathering background information on Héroux should
have been an easy task because he kept every piece of paper and consequently one could
anticipate that a foundation would exist where his material had been gathered. This was not
the casc. Unfortunately, although Héroux saved every scrap of paper his co-workers at Le

Decwoir, Henri Bourassa and Georges Pelletier, at one time or another, arbitrarily disposed

of the piles of notes, newspapers and documentation to create a working space on his
desk.®?® Gérard Filion, who was editor of Le Devoir from 1947-1963, confirmed the
disorganized fashion in which Héroux worked. One Friday afternoon, Filion instructed his
sceretary to clear out and dispose of all the papers on Héroux’s desk. On Monday morning,
when Héroux entered the office to find that all papers were gone, he raised no question as

to their disappcarance, nor did he criticize the staff’s arbitrary action, but proceeded to write

# Oral History interview with Anne Bourassa, daughter of Henri Bourassa, March 2 1988. Tape I Side 2,
270; Transcription, p.59.
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his columns for the day as though nothing had happencd.®

This anecdote underlined a personality trait of the journalist, that was evident
very early in his life. There was a lack of asserting himself or fighting for his personal rights
in spite of his continual battles for the rights of others. He was never a Ieader, "[Héroux] n'a

jamais joué les grands ténors et qui tout sa vie durant, a occupé des postes de licutenant.'

% Oral History interview with Gérard Filion, December 15, 1988. Tape I, Side 1, 476: Transcription, p.49.

1 Article 'L’Hommage de la presse 8 Omer Héroux.” Le_Devoir, May 3, 1963,
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CHAPTER I OMER HEROUX AND JULES-PAUL TARDIVEL 1904-1905

The years 1900-1904 spent in cosmopolitian Montreal, had brought Héroux into
contact with every conceivable idcology in religion, politics, social and economic affairs. In
the religious arcna, there were Jews, Protestants and every shade of Catholicism, from the
most liberal to the most ultramontanc.

Politically, the old parties both Liberal and Conservative were divided internally by
differences of opinion between the old guard and the youth. These differences were further
compounded by the rise of nationalism. Omer Héroux pointed out the differences between
partics when he wrote in La Vérité, that in 1895, the Conservatives who were in power were
supporting the minoritics in the West, and were oppposed by the Liberals. By 1905, the
Liberals wished to help the minorites but were opposed by the Conservatives. Language
complicated the situation further when the English Liberals were against supporting the
French-Canadian minority while thc English Conservatives were for them.®? In Montreal,
hc had become aware that even among the nationalists, who were rallying around the old cry
of Mercier, 'Cessons nos luttes fratricides,” and the anti-imperialism of Henry Bourassa, there
were numerous, mutually oppoasing factions.

Socially, Héroux had scen an upheaval in what was considered acceptable in public
morcs. The theatre and the movie houses were seen as a threat to the foundations of family
life by the clergy. Newspapers had turned from 'la bonne presse’ to yellow journalism,
exploiting every conceivable weakness of mankind. Economically, industrialization had
brought masscs from the rural arcas to live in urban centres, ill-equipped to handle the
influx. The working man’s arca in which Héroux lived, 313 Saint André Street, would have

madc him aware of the overcrowding conditions that existed, with the health problems that

% Robert Rumilly, Histoire de la province de Québec, Montréal: Fides 1940-1969, 41 Vols. Vol.XII, p.17.



insued. Unions had been formed that responded more to leadership by the laity than that
of the clergy. The new conditions would have been unsettling to a young man who had just

left the traditional society of the Mauricie Valley.

Héroux had made many contacts in Montreal, but though he had worked and
collaborated on many newspapers, and had been an integral part of and cven a chartered
member of many of the exciting nationalist organizations that were formed in this period, his
stay in Montrcal did not impress him. There appcared to be too many ncgative clements

for his liking. In La Vérité, he wrotc:

Montréal compte dans son scin des Juifs, des francs-magons par milliers; des
immigrés, le lie des vicux pays, des libres penscurs, des anti-cléricaux, des
impies haineux, militants enfin des socialistes révolutionnaires, et des

anarchistes de la pire école américaine.”

Omer Héroux had many acquaintances in Montreal but not many fricnds. He
confided in the abbé Lionel Groulx, that in Montreal, it was casy to be invited to a dance in
a home where they had many daughters to be marricd but it was not casy to be invited into

a home, just as a friend for an evening of intelligent and cultivated conversation. He wrote:

Pendant les quatre années que j'ai passées a Montréal, lors de mon premicr
séjour, j’ai connu beaucoup de gens, et de milicux tres différents; je n'ai

rencontré que trois, notre ami Gregor, 'ancien consul d’Espagne, Quintana

9 La Vérité, May 1908, p.1, column 3-4.
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ct 'ancicn consul de Russie, de Struve, qui m’aient invité chez eux.*

By October 1, 1904, Omer Héroux had moved from Montreal to Quebec City and
was working for La Vérité, an ultramontane newspaper directed and owned by Jules-Paul
Tardivel.® When Héroux joined La Vérité, Tardivel was an intransigent defender of the
Pope and the Church. He had fought for all the causes defended by the ultramontanes. By
joining the staff of La_Vérité, Héroux was returning to the ultramontanc ideology of Les
Freres des Ecoles Chrétiennes, Le Séminaire de Trois -Rivieres, Mgr. Lafleche and Pierre
McLeod of Le Trifluvien.

Omer Héroux had left Montreal and the daily La Patrie with a circulation of 27,488
to go to Quebec City and the weekly La_Vérité, with a tenuous circulation of about three
thousand. However, Omer Héroux would have appreciated a change because the editorial
policy and the more commercial approach to journalism at La Patrie under Israél Tarte, had
not been in keeping with ‘la bonne presse’ of Héroux.* If he had any desire desire to return

to Le Journal where he had worked from 1900-1902, he would have been influenced by the

% “Leuter from Omer Héroux to the abbé L.Groulx. October 16 1913." Deposited at La Fondation Lionel-
Groulx, La Centre de Recherche en Histoire de L'Amérique Frangaise, Montreal. No accession number.

% For biography of Tardivel sce Picrre Savard, Jules-Pau] Tardivel, la France et les Etat-Unis 1851-1903,
Les cahicrs de Pinstitut d'Histoire, #8, Québec: Les Presses de I'Université Laval, 1967; Jules-Paul Tardivel,
Textes choisis et présentés par Pierre Savard, Montréal: Fides, 1969; Séraphin Marion, 'Jules-Paul Tardivel,
pionnier de la presse indépendante et catholique du Canada frangais,’ C.C.H.A., Annual Report, 1955-1956,
pp. 13-23; Réal Bélanger,’Le Nationalisme ultramontain: le cas Jules-Paul Tardivel, 'in Nive Voisine et Jean
Hamelin, Les Ultramontains canadiens-frangais, Montréal: Boréal Express, 1985 pp. 267-303; Mgr. Justin Fevre,

Vic et travaux de Jules-Paul Tardivel, fondateur du journal La Vérité 3 Québec, Paris: Arthur Savatte, 1906.
Sce also oral history interview with Jean Tardivel, April 26, 1988, Cassettes A-B, Transcription pp. 106.

% André¢ Beaulicu and Jean Hamelin, La Presse québécoise des origines & nos jours 1860-1879, Québec:
Les Presses de I'Universit¢ Laval, 1973- ‘La Patrie,’ Tome II, 1860-1879, pp.287-290.
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fact that its circulation was dropping, partly due to the fact that the Conscrvatives had lost
power in both the federal and provincial arcnas with a subscquent drop of patronage.
Another factor was that the French-Canadian entreprencur Louis-Joseph Forget no longer
wanted to underwrite its losses. It ccased publication March 3, 190S.

It can be stated that the invitation from Tardivel to join his ultramontane newspaper
came at a propitious time for Héroux. He was rcady for a change. The relationship was
bencficial to both parties. Tardivel’s health had been failing steadily since 1900, even having
to interrupt the publication of his newspaper. He nccded somcone to keep the newspaper
in production. There was only one paid employer, the typographer. For the rest of the tasks,
Tardivel had found ’une solution élégante: il avait des filles, il les chargea de I'expédition du
journal et de la correspondance administrative.’” The girls were assisted from time to time
by their [riends, who ’étant donné Patmosphere de la maison, c'¢tait du resie souvent une
partie de plaisir.’®

Tardivel was also demoralized by the growing opposition to his idcas whose troubles
were compounded by the fact that many of his old f{ricnds werc descerting him. Tardivel
wrote, "En somme, il n’y a rien comme les amis pour vous mordre.'?

Tardivel now needed someone to take over the reponsibility of running the operation,
someone he could trust to maintain the same ultramontanc, idcological vicws as cxpressed
by La_Vérité since its inception in 1881. He must have had faith in Héroux because he
invited him to become his assistant editor in 1904, even though he knew that he had spent

the last four years in Montreal, a city that Tardivel called 'un centre de Haute Magonncric,

% Omer Héroux, *Souvenirs - Journalistes d’autreflois. Jules-Paul Tardivel,” Le Devoir, November 9, 1957,
% Ibid.
% Pierre Savard, Jules-Paul Tardivel. La France et les Etats-unis, p 448.
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dec Palladisme, de néo-manichéisme, de Luciférianisme, de Satanisme, pour appeler cette
horreur par son vrai nom.”'®

Héroux's signature appeared for the first time in La Vérité on October 1, 1904, In
the same cdition, Tardivel wrote an editorial welcoming him aboard. He wrote that for
scveral months, his doctor had prescribed total rest for him and now thanks to Héroux, he
would be able to take it. At the same time, his newspaper would continue to appear twice
a month, the first and the fifteenth. He described Héroux as ‘un journalist tres
favourablcment connu dans le monde des lettres canadiennes.’'%!

Tardivel wrote that Héroux knew his *'méticr’ very well, having been a journalist since
1896; Héroux was interested in the colonization question; he was not attached to any political
party in Quebec or Ottawa. In the s: me article, Tardivel felt the need to answer the question
as to why he had not called upon his son Paul at that time. He wrote that it would be ’de
I'égoisme de ma part’ to remove him from a position as editor of La Défense de Chicoutimi
that he was fulfilling so well.'? Tardivel's decision to hire Héroux instead of calling on the
scrvices of Paul contributed to tensions between Omer and Paul, that added to the difficulties
in running the newspaper after the death of Jules-Paul in 1905.

A few months later, on December 15, 1904, Tardivel wrote another editorial praising
Héroux for his ability to step in and run the newspaper at such a sensitive political time,

when Tardivel could not help him because of illness:

M. Héroux a su maintenir notre publication dans toutes ses traditions de

10 Cited in Picrre Savard, Jules-Paul Tardivel. La France ct Les Etats-Unis, op. cit., p 281.
19t Jules-Paul Tardivel, ‘Aux lecteurs de La_Vérité,” La Vérité, October 1, 1904, p.2.

12 bhid.
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fermeté, de modération et de saine indépendance A I'égard des partis, des
factions, et des hommes politiques, ainsi que de compliete soumission aux

enseignements de I'Eglise.'®

At the same time, Tardivel acknowledged that Héroux had added an clegance, "unc
correction’ and variety, that had plcased the recadership. He had performed beyond the
expectation of Tardivel.

By joining La Vérit¢, Héroux would not have any illusions as to the idcological
position of his patron on Catholicism, French-Canadian nationalism, agriculture, colonisation,
industry, unions or politics. Tardivel’s philosophy was that *la nation canadicnne-frangaisc doit
reposer sur une société traditionelle, ordonnée, hierarchisée, respectucuse de Pautorité ct
soumise en tous points & 'Eglise.'®

Omer Héroux was familiar at an carly age with Tardivel's philosophy because La

Vérité was one of the few newspapers permitttcd in Le Séminaire de Trois- Rivitres, where

Omer Héroux took his 'cours classique.” Tardivel must have been convinced that Héroux
respected his ideology because Tardivel claimed that the spirit of the newspaper would not
change ’en aucun fagon,” because the new assistant cditor had rcad the newspaper since the
age of ten, at Le Séminairc . "Il connait parfaitement les principes ct les traditions.”' As
Héroux would have been influenced by ‘les principes ct les traditions’ of Tardivel, it is

important to identify some of them.

103 Jules Paul Tardivel, ’Le Rédacteur de La Vérité,’ La V¢ritg,
December 15, 1904, p. 2.

14 Cited in Réal Bélanger,’ Le nationalisme ultramontain: le cas de Jules-Paul Tardivel,” In Nive Voisine
et Jean Hamelin, eds., Les Ultramontains canadiens-fran¢ais, Montréal: Bor€al Express, 1985. p.274.

105 [a Vérité, October 1, 1904,
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Tardivel always claimed that the Catholic religion was the primary force behind the
French-Canadians. Like Mgr.Lafleche, he felt that the French-Canadians had a Providential
Mission to continue the civilization in America that Old France had followed for many
generations in Europe. He saw that the Providential Mission could be achieved by exploiting
any new concessions that could be acquired as Constitutional changes were implemented. For
cxample, he saw the Act of 1774 as a protection of their faith and their language. French was

cquated with catholicism. He predicted that:

L’élément anglo-américain et protestant ne pourra pas résister a la conquéte
pacifique de ce territoire par I'élément frangais et catholique. . . Les Anglais
ct lcs Protestants devront dispaitre enticrement, tot ou tard, de ce coin de

terre ou la race frangaise est si fortement implantée.!%

Tardivel also approved of the Constitutional Act of 1791, but rejected the Rebellion
of 1837 because it led to the creation of the Union of 1840, that was a threat to the
autonomy of French Quebec. At first, (1880-1885), Tardivel accepted the Confederation of
1867 cnabling Quebec to govern itself as a Catholic nation, to build a French society and
push the Catholic cause in North America. He perceived that the first separation could be
that of Canada from Great Britain and then that of Quebec from Canada. By 1885, Tardivel
claimed that the French-Canadians were now ’un véritable peuple, une nationalité distincte,
ayant unc histoirc propre, des traditions, des héros, des héroines, des gloires qui

n‘apparticnnent qu'a nous.'”

106 Cited in Réal Bélanger, op. cit., p. 281.
107 Bélanger, p.277.
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By 1885-1890, when Héroux would be reading La Vérité at Le Séminaire, Tardivel
stopped believing in the Confederation. He saw it as a menace to French-Canadians. he
portrayed John A. Macdonald as a freemason, seeking the fusion of the two nations, more
centralized government and a union of the legislaturcs. He also saw the Orange Lodges as
a threat to the linguistic and religious rights of the French-Canadians in Manitoba, Ontario,
the North-West and even Quebec. The exccution of Louis Ricl in 1885 provided an incident
on which he could hang his theory. He admitted in his private diary that Riel was crazy but
it did not stop him from exploiting the incident in his newpaper, by claiming that Ricl was
hanged because he was a French-Canadian and Catholic. Tardivel also resented the fact that
the French-Canadian politicians, like Wilfrid Lauricr scemed to be becoming anglicized and
accepting liberal, masonic, satanic and Jewish idcas.!®

Tardivel felt that only a nation separated from Canada would be able to "progresser,

s’épanouir, survivre et, conséquemment, réaliscr la mission que la Providence leur a confiée

en Amérique du Nord.’ He was secking 'un Etat qui accomplirait dans sa pl¢nitude
intégrisme ultramontain.® Tardivel's Quebecc, 'le berceau de notre race,” would remain
"le chateau fort’ but it would expand to form French-Canada, which would include north-
eastern United States, parts of Ontario and New Brunswick, all bordering on Quebcc.!?
Omer Héroux would have been exposed to these ideas because Tardivel first
expresssed his separatist theory in 1885, repeating and clarifying it until 1895 when he
published his novel, Pour La Patric. By 1901, Tardivel was claiming that in fifty ycars, the

Providential Mission of French-Canadians could be realized without violence and without

18 Réal Bélanger, op. cit., p.285.
1% Ibid., p.287.
19 Ibid., p.289.
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revolution. The Messiah would be neither an orator nor a politician but a great christian like
the ultramontane Garcia Morcno, 'le modele d’homme d’Etat chrétien.!

Tardivel’s answer to the problem of the English in Quebec was that the rights of the
anglophoncs should be respected until the English had all disappeared. In the meantime, to
protect 'la race canadienne frangaisc comme race distinct’ no contacts should be made; there

could be alliances but no fusion or unions in marriage and understanding but no

amalgamation, particularly with the Protestants.!'2

Tardivel deplored the party system that forced the French-Canadians to be divided
instcad of presenting a united force. He wanted to form a Catholic Party like the Centre
Party in Germany, but he was warnced by the politicians and the hierarchy of the Church that
the time was not right. The logic was that the Protestant backlash that might resuit, would
cndanger the advances that had alrcady been achieved in the recognition of religious and
languagc rights in Canada. Tardivel realised that his plan to seek autonomy for Quebec was
premature but wrote 'Clest tres difficile, nous 'admettons, mais difficile, tres d..ficile méme,
n'est pas synonyme d'impossible.’ 3

Tardivel's concern for the French-Canadians would always take second place to his
concerns {or the Catholic religion. He was continually challenging his compatriots "a défendre
au maximum I'Eglisc catholique et 2 contrecarrer toutes les erreurs modernes ainsi que

l'action dc toutes les sociétés magonniques.’'™* At the same time, he was telling the French-

1t Picrre Savard, Jules-Paul Tardivel, op. cit., p.68-69. For a biography of Garcia Moreno sce R.P.A.
Berthe, Garcia_Moreno, président de I'Egualcur, vengeur et martyr du droit chrétien (1821-1875). Edition

canadicnne. Trois-Rivitres: Librairic du Sacré-Cocur, P.V. Ayotte, n.d.

112 Bélanger, p.295.
' La Vérité, October 21, 1893, p. 3. Cited in Bélanger, op. cit., p. 292.
14 Belanger, p.293.
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Canadians to maintain the status quo and work within the system. As La Vérité was under
the aegis of the Jesuits, who were supranational, with Perc Grenier as liaison v. .« Tardivel,
any support for French-Canadian nationalism would have to be secondary. The historian
Roberto Perin, in his book Rome In Canada,'”® pointed out that the Vatican, at that
period, wanted English to be the vehicle of Catholicism in North America. As Tardivel was
an intransigent ultramontane, the interests of the Vatican would surcly be addressed before
the interests of French-Canadian nationalism.

Just before Tardivel died, he wrote that thc French-Canadians should prepare
themselves 'qu’au jour de la débécle (de la Conféderation, ils) aicnt un idéal qui leur
permettre de remettre un peu d’ordre dans le chaos, de reconstruire, cette fois, sur des bases
logiques et durables.’’** Before 1880, Tardivel refused to usc the word 'nationalism® but
preferred the word ’patriotism, 'amour de la patric.” By 1905, not only was he using the word
‘nationalism’ but he was encouraging the French-Canadian nationalists to set up their own
state.

Although Tardivel felt threatened by the Europcan immigration to the West, he
rejected pleas from both Mgr. Alexandre Taché and Mgr Vital Grandin for colonists. He felt
that Quebec should not deplete itself by emigration but should remain the 'chateau fort’ for
the French-Canadian culture. He could accept that some might go to New Brunswich,
northern Ontario or north-east United States, because they could maintain a geographical

identity and help in the creation of a Nouvelle France."? The fact that Tardivel’s position

115 Roberto Perin, Rome_in Canada. The Vatican and the Canadi:
Toronto, Buffalo and London: University of Toronto Press, 1990, pp.88, 94.

né a Vérité, January 1, 1905. Cited in Bélanger, op. cit., p. 292,
1 Ibid., p.297.
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was well publicized and well known among the elite, suggests that journalists like Héroux,
Amédée Denault, Olivar Asselin, and Israél Tarte were aware that the French-Canadians had
been discouraged from going out West, for reasons that had nothing to do with the federal
minister Clifford Sifton’s immigration policy. However, they still used the phenomenon as a
divisive tool to cnrage the French mass against the English, by claiming that the English were
trying to inundate the French Catholics in the West.}®

In October, 1904, shortly after Héroux had joined La Vérité, he overheard a
conversation that the French Huguenot historian André Siegfried had with J.P. Tardivel.

Sicgfried said:

Si j’étais Canadien frangais et catholique, je préférerais une presse nettement
anticléricale a votre presse actuelle; car a quoi tend cette presse sinon 2
brouiller dans I'esprit de votre peuple l'ordre, la hiérarchie des valeurs?
Vienne une crise ou vos intéréts religieux ou nationaux soient engagés, vous

n'aurcz pas assez de force pour résister victorieusement.!??

Héroux commented on the wisdom of these words that recommended the
maintcnance of awarencss to counteract the complacency that was arising from what was
appcaring to be a period of calm in the politico-religious climate at that time. It was shortly

after the conversation between Sicgfried and Tardivel, that it was nccessary to alert the

18 Robert Painchaud, *French-Canadian Historiography and the Franco-Catholic Settlement in Western
Canada, 1870-1915," CHAR, LIX4,1978, pp447-466.

119 Contained in a letter dated April 5, 1962, from the files of Pierre Savard from Léon Pouliot, s.j. The
informationwas transcribed from a letter from Omer Héroux to Léon Pouliot da .~d March 26, 1928. The quote
must have made an impression on Omer Héroux because he included it in a presentation at the Semaine
Sociale in Chicoutimi in 1929, Jean Héroux, op. cit, p.5.
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French-Canadians to the threat to their language and religious rights in the question of ‘les
Ecoles du Nord-Ouest.’ The impact of the words would have been less effective it the
French-Canadians had not been forewarned of the potential danger. This perceeived need to
keep the racial pot boiling might be a factor as to why the French Canadian press felt some
pressure to interpret most events, that involved the English and the French, as a threat to
the survivance of French Canada.

Tardivel’s philosophy on all other issues also reflected the traditional ultramontane
position. Agriculture was 'I'dme du peuple,’ to be reinforced with colonization. Tardivel was
against large industries, but supported small business, where the family, the rural parish and
the Church could maintain the traditional Catholic direction and control. He totally rejected
liberalism that encouraged unions to be run by the laity, or frec and compulsory education
and universal suffrage. He disapproved of any action that encouraged women to abandon
their traditional role of nurturing the family. Omer Héroux’s articles before and after joining
La Vérité never varied very far from these themes except for the role of women in socicty.
Héroux was more accepting of the larger part that womem could play than Tardivel.

When Héroux joined La Vérité in Quebcec City, it had alrcady faccd many challenges.
In 1881, Jules-Paul Tardivel had been encouraged to found the weekly with the financial help
of Pere Pierre- Zacharie Lacasse, OMI, (1845-1921)'% and with S.L. Drouin ct Freres as
administrators. When Lacasse withdrew his financial support, Tardivel was forced to take

over reponsibility for its production. As the technology was not too complex at that time, he

120 pgre Pierre-Zacharie Lacasse, 1845-1921; Born at Saint-Jacques de L’Achigan d¢ Montealm; studicd
at College de L’Assomption and with the Oblates; priest in 1873; missionary with the Betsiamites and at the
Bay of Eskimos in Labrador; he organized parish retreats in Canada and the United States; took a particular
interest in workers and colonists; died at the Marie-Immaculate Oblates house in Gravelbourg, Manitoba. Jean
Tardivel, *Jules-Paul Tardivel,” Montreal: p.54, unpublished manuscript in the possession of Jean Tardivel,
grandson of Jules-Paul, Outremont, Qucbec.
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was able to do his own composition, and his own printing on a press that he had bought from
Beauchemin and Valois for seven hundred and fifty dollars. From the beginning it was 'un
journal de combat.’ His attacks on the liberal Honoré Mercier, resulted in pressures being
brought to bear on Drouin et Freres, that forced them to desert Tardivel. Left to his own
devices, he tried to meet expenses by starting a printing business, which failed. By 1891, he
had moved his press to the basement of his house. He continued publishing his newpaper
with the help of his daughters, Isabella, Alice, Albertine, Georgine and his son Paul.

Although Tardivels articles were concerned with the problems of the farmers, the
colonists and the workers, his rcadership was among the elite, the clergy and the
professionals. As he would not accept any advertisements or political patronage, the financial
rewards were limited.

Tardivel did not want his newspaper to be involved with finances or business. He
preferred to deal with principles and morality and with political, philosophical and social
doctrines. Even his stationery reflected his interests. In 1901, his letter-head was printed with
'La_V¢érit¢, Revue Hebdomadaire, Religieuse, Antimaconnique, Sociale, Politique et
Littéraire: J.P. Tardivel, Directeur-Propriétaire: Chemin Sainte-Foy, pres Québec.”'?!

The burden of maintaining the newspaper under these difficult conditions was
lightencd by the support of Pere Joseph Grenier, S.J, who was an intimate friend of Tardivel
from 1883 until the journalist’s death in 1905. Through correspondence Grenier provided a
great deal of the content of La Vérité without ever claiming authorship. As a Professor of
Dogmatic and Moral Theology and Canon Law, he could write on theological matters with

a great deal of authority. He maintained contacts with clerics and people all over Europe,

121 etter from Tardivel to I'abbé,(?), October 5, 1901, re cross on Mount Saint-Hilaire, . Deposited at Le
Bibliothtque National du Québec  Montrézl. Jules-Paul Tardivel La Vérité, 1881-1922. p.1000-5 486: Bobine
258.
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in particular France, that provided him with material for articles of interest to French-
Canadians. This was particularly important becausc there was no intcrnational press
organization at that time to disseminate the news. Therefore La Vérité gained credibility for

its coverage of the international ficld. According to Paul Tardivel, son of Jules-Paul, La

Vérité could not have lasted without the intervention of this ‘grand jésuite théologicn.''22
Pere Grenier was an inspiration, provided direction and documentation for Tardivel. On the
death of Pere Grenier in 1913, Omer Héroux wrote in Le Devoir, that Pére Grenier was "un
austtre partisan du catholicisme intégral (et) adversairc irréductible du libéralisme
doctrinal’'? who could not help but have had an influence on Tardivel.

With many influential friends in Montreal, Grenicr found money to support both the
newspaper and the family when Tardivel became discouraged and threatened to quit. Grenier
would remind him of his God-given talents to produce a Catholic ncwspaper, and that it was
the Devil that was tempting him to forsake his Providential Mission. Grenicr was the gencral
and Tardivel was his soldier ’et le faisait combatire pour la grande causec de Dicu.''?
According to Madame Tardivel, he drove her husband without pity and she warned Paul, to
be on guard against his influence because il a fait mourir ton pere.”' Tardivel, in return
for running a newspaper that could be called 'le journal des jésuitcs,’ was rewarded with five

trips to Europe and was financed with funds raised by Pere Grenicr.'?

122

123

124

125

126

Jean Tardivel, 'Jules-Paul Tardivel,” op. cit. p.51.

Cited in Pierre Savard, Jules-Paul Tardivel, la France et les Etats-Unis, op, cit., p.40.

Ibid,, p.51.
Ibid., p.52
Ibid., p.52.

39




The Socicty of Jesus was aware of what Grenier was doing. It permitted the
collaboration until such time as it no longer served its purpose. When the time came, Pere
Grenier was scen as an embarrassment and relegated to serve in the missions of Northern
Ontario.'?” *II fut envoyé en pénitence comme saint Jean a Patmos.”'2

The rejection of Pere Grenier by the Jesuits would have reminded Omer Héroux of
two other men who had made sacrifices and dedicated their lives for a cause that they
believed represented the interests of the Church, only to be deserted by the hierarchy of the
same Church. Héroux was at the Séminaire when Mgr.Lafleche was devastated by the Pope’s
decision to uphold the position of the liberal Catholics over those of the ultramontanes. He
also was old cnough to appreciate the significance of the desertion of Honoré Mercier (1840-
1894) by the Jesuits shortly after the Jesuits’ Estates Question had been settled.!?®

While Tardivel was awarc that some of his old ultramontane friends were aging, dying
and deserting him, others were joining him in his crusade to fulfill the Providential Mission
of the French-Canadians. Onc of the most important was Henri Bourassa. Tardivel's ideology
was only rcaching the clitc until Henri Bourassa, the ultramontane nationalist and Liberal
deputy, brought his ideas to the youth, thus creating disciples to propagate Tardivel’s ideas.
As Bourassa’s carcer began in 1896 and Tardivel died in 1905, their relationship lasted only
five ycars. Bourassa sent his first articles to Tardivel, reporting on his first trip to England.

Tardivcl uscd his newspaper to organize and publicize Bourassa’s political and nationalistic

127 Picrre Savard, op. cit., p.40.

18 Jean Tardivel, op. cit., p. 52.

1 Mercier died, "accablé’, ruiné, abandonné par ses amis,” Samuel Baillargeon, rédemptoriste, Littérature

c-frangaisc, Montréal et Paris: Fides, 1957, p.136. For an over view of the Jesuits’ Estates Question
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meetings.3® Bourassa, himself, identified the influence that Tardivel had on his idcas.

Bourassa claimed:

If I seek the origins of some of my ideas, I have no difficulty in finding them
in the articles of Tardivel and even more, perhaps, in our infrequent

conversations.!!

Tardivel died five years before the founding of Le Devoir, but it is suggested that it
was Tardivel that had recommended the name of the newspaper to Bourassa. In 1902,
Tardivel wrote that if he were to found another newpaper, he would call it Le Devoir
because men are too conscious of their rights but neglect their “devoirs.''2

Differences of opinion between Tardivel and Bourassa arose when the nationalism
of Bourassa took on a different perspective than that of Tardivel. Whereas Tardivel was now
a separatist, Bourassa believed in pan-canadianism; whereas Tardivel believed in maintaining

ties with Great Britain, Bourassa belicved in the autonomy of Canada; whcreas Tardivel was

anglophobic, producing an apocalytic novel, Pour La Patrie, that was rcad by the youth,
Bourassa’s ideology included respect for the two natior: concept. It can be argued that it was
men like Mercier, Mgr. Lafleche and Tardivel with the help of La_Vérité, who sct up a
collective French-Canadian identity even if it was only among the clite in the last decade of

the nineteenth century. Neither Bourassa nor any of the nationalist organizations like

130 Jean Tardivel, "Jules-Paul Tardivel.’ Unpublished manuscript. p.41.

81 1e Devoir, April 26, 1915, on the tenth anniversary of Jules-Paul’s death. Cited in O’Conncll, op. cit,
note p.4.

132 Jean Tardivel, op.cit., p.42.
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A.CJ.C. or La Ligue Nationaliste would have enjoyed the success that they did without the
ground work done by these men and others. When Omer Héroux joined La Vérité in 1904,
he would be forced to rationalize and try to position his own brand of nationalism in such
a way that it would ncither alienate Tardivel, nor compromise his dedication to Bourassa.

Héroux had alrcady become aware of the many faces of French-Canadian nationalism
and the difficulty of rcconciling all the different factions. One in particular, was the
iconoclastic position taken by Olivar Asselin, with whom Héroux had worked closely. Tardivel
and the ultramontanc supporters of La_Vérité were suspicious of Olivar Asselin and Le
Nationalistc, where Omer Héroux had been a collaborator.

Assclin had expressed his reservations about the positions taken by Tardivel in the
past. On the death of Tardivel, he wrote in Le Nationaliste of April 30 1905, that Tardivel
should be respected for 'son patriotisme, le désintéressement et la pureté de sa vie et son
attachement aux principes.’’3® Asselin added that he found some of his opinions, were
somctimes "un pcu cxagérées.” Asselin also deplored that Tardivel, in attempting to discredit
the secret socictics, like freemasonry, that were seen as a threat to the Catholic Church,
actually presented them in such an exaggerated form that the critism was ineffectual.

Becausc of Héroux's close association with Asselin in La Ligue Nationaliste (1904)
and its newspaper Le Nationaliste, the directors and the ultramontane supporters of La

Vérit¢ were leary of the influence that Asselin might have had on Héroux. As late as

November 9, 1905, a year after Héroux had joined ultramontane newpaper, he was still
taking an interest in the future of Le Nationaliste.

When Asselin was running for a provincial seat in Terrebonne, Héroux wrote to Pere

' Cited in Mgr. Justin Fevre, Vie et Travaux de J.P. Tardjvel -Fondateurdu Journal La Vérité, 3 Québec.
Paris: Arthur Savatte, Editcur, 1906, pp. 209-210.
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Théophile Hudon™ over the prospect of having a new director of Le Nationaliste. He
explained that Asselin was looking for a source of outside income, that would guarantee his
daily bread but at the same time would leave him frec to continue to collaborate at the
newspaper on civic, economic or other affairs that could use 'sa compétence.” Héroux seemed
to be projecting the idca that Le Nationaliste might become a daily. !

There is evidence that the abbé Georges Dugas,'™ a supporter of La_Vérilé was
not in favour of Asselin’s Le Nationalistc becoming a daily. He wrote to Pere Grenier
wondering what the policies of the newspnper would be. He felt that the liberalism of the
paper wouid do the ultramontanes no good because ’Assclin st un étre dangereux."V Paul
Tardivel, son of Jules-Paul, who was working with Héroux, also wrotc to Hudon pointing out

the damage that Le Nationalistc was doing to the youth. Paul was concerned that its attitude

134 Théophile Hudon,(1865-1946), Jesuit, Professor, at different intcrvals at Colltge Sainte-Maric in
Montreal from 1893-1940; director of the Messager 1904-1905: Professor at Saint-Boniface, Manitoba, 1908-
1912; Superior at Coliege d’Edmonton, Alberta, 1912-1916; Superior at Villa Manrese in Quebec, 1916-1917;
Superior of the Résidence de Québec 1917-1929; associated with the Coliége de Quebec, 1940-1946; author
of L’Institut canadien.

135 °Letter from Omer Héroux to Théophile Hudon, November 9, 1905." Deposited at ASICF in Saint-
Jérome, Bo 27-8-7.

136 Abbé Georges Dugas (1833-1928). Rumilly, Histoire de la Province de Québeg, op. cit. Vol I, p.171.-
I'abbé Georges Dugas, missionary under Mgr. Taché, was sent to influence Cartier to set up scheme o0 get
French-Canadians to emigrate to the West instead of the United States.(1871); Vol.VI, p. 320; Published
Monseigneur Provencher et les Missions de fa Rivitre Rouge, a study on the missions in the North-West and
the Métis; Vol. IX, p.87; Dugas, attached to the Diocese of Saint Boniface for a long time, then retired to to
Saint-Anne des-Plaines; he wrote many monograms; Vol.IX, p.85; Dugas along with Tardivel and Denault were
involved with first Congress on Colonization in 1898; pp.236, 285; in 1902, insisted on better conditions for
the colonists, as set up in the Congress of 1898; Vol. X, p. 137; accused of deliberately arousing the colonists,
"un prétre démagogue.’ Picrre Savard, Jules-Paul Tardivel-La France etc. p.453; Dugas along with Ptre Grenicer
proof read the controversial biography of Tardivel by Mgr. Justin Fevre. On the death of Mgr. Ritchot, La
Vérité, March 25 19035, took the opportunity of publicizing Dugas’ book Le Movement des MCs a fa Rivitre

Rouge.

137 ° etter from the abbé Georges Dugas to Pere Grenier, March 8, 1906." ASJCF. Saint-JCrome, 4264-5.
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toward school issucs, was acquiring a following.!¥

With Asselin’s positions being criticized by the clergy, it is no wonder that Héroux's
association with Asselin was a source of worry to the ultramontane nationalists. There was
no doubt that Assclin was a supporter of French-Canadian nationalism but they were worried
in casc his nationalism was more French-Canadian than Catholic. Héroux could never be
accused of being a liberal but when a controversy between him and Paul Tardivel arose over
the management of the ultramontane newspaper La Vérité, Héroux’s position was weakened
by his past associations with elements not acceptable to the ultramontanes ’exagérés.’ In a
letter from the abbé Georges Dugas to Pere Grenier, who both supported Paul in the debate,
the abbé Dugas described Héroux as 'un utilitaire qui songe avant tout a manger.’ He also
added that ’on le trouve tétu comme un mulet, opinidtre impossible et I'on fera de son mieux
pour déloger de sa place.”®

By December, 1906, Omer Héroux had decided not to become involved in the
formation of Le Nationalistc as a daily in Montreal or any Catholic daily newspaper in
Quebec City. He had decided to stay at La Vérité in Quebec and manoeuvre with the help
of Madame Tardivel to maintain his control of the newspaper that had slowly been slipping
into Paul's hands. However, in a letter from Doctor J.A. Couture,¥® an old life-time

ultramontane friend of Tardivel, to Pere Grenier, the former expressed the opinion that he

1% *_etter from Paul Tardivel to Pere Théophile Hudon, September 18, 1906.” ASJCF, Saint-JérOme, Bo-27-

1 *Letter from I'abbé Georges Dugas to Pere Joseph Grenier, March 8, 1906,” Deposted at ASJCF, Saint-
JérOme, 4264-5.

' Doctor Joseph-Alphonse Couture, (1850-1922); veterinarian doctor for forty years; former pontifical
zouave; 1883, involved in the L'Ecole de Médecine controversy with Laval; 1884, supported Tardivel's petition
sent to Dom Smelders, the apostolicdelegate against Mgr. Taschereau; wrote in Le Trifluvienand in La Vérit¢,
under his own signature and a pscudonym JérOme Aubry; he was ‘un ultramontain pure laine, un catholique
irréprochable’ in his public and private life. (Quote. Jean Tardivel, op. cit,, p.58.)
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was afraid that if Omer became the master again, that he might become aussi indépendant,
aussi outspoken (written in English) que I'était son ptre."*! Evidently, cven though Tardivel
had accepted that Omer Héroux had rejected the Liberalism of his father, Dolor, there were
others who wouid use the issue to threaten his position, if scrved their purposes.

Omer was discovering how difficult it was, as a French-Canadian nationalist to scrve
both his language and his religion, without offending one side or the other. However he did
break with Asselin at this point, which might have been a factor in Assclin’s refusal to accept
Héroux as editor -in -chicf when Bourasssa cstablished Le Devoir in 1910.12 Although the
nationalists of La Ligue Nationaliste claimed that nationalism and rcligion were inscparable,
’qui dit canadien frangais dit catholique,” for the intransigent ultramontancs this was not
enough. The old friends of Tardivel claimed that religion should be defended, apart from any
patriotism.'? This distinction also created a schism between the ACIC, under the acgis of
the Jesuits, and La Ligue Nationaliste, more under the control of the laity. Omer Héroux was
forced at this point, at least to appear to agrec with the intransigent ultramontanc position
of Tardivel’s old guard, because he nceded their support to succced in maintaining control
of La Vérité.

The last quarter of 1904, must have scemed a very rewarding time for Héroux, He
had professional security with La Verité, a newspaper that better reflected his interpretation

of 'la bonne presse’than La Patrie in Montreal. There was another factor that contributed

141 *Letter from Doctor Joseph-Alphonse Couture to Ptre Joseph Grenicr, December 10, 1906," ASICF,
Saint-JérOme, 4264-13. Reference is to Omer’s father Louis-Dolor Héroux, 1856-1938, a gencral merchant in
Saint-Barnabé-Nord,in the County of Saint-Maurice. He was so Liberal, (perhaps a Mercicriste), that the local
priest refused to allow him ’de faire ses paques,’ at the parish church. Omer Héroux would have learned carly,
the ostracism that could result if one’s political opinions clashed with thosc of the Church,

142 Rumilly, Histoire de fa province, op. cit.,, Vol. 14, p.117.

143 Robert Rumilly, L'Histoire de la Province, op. cit.,, Vol.XII, p. 84.
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to his happiness. On October 26, 1904, he had married Marie-Anne Clara Alice Tardivel,
who was beautiful, educated, well travelled and capable. He had left behind the impersonal
nature of Montreal to join a close-knit family who shared living accommodations. After the
marriage of Héroux to Alice, they moved in with the extended Tardivel family, who lived in
a large, three-storied house, in Quebec City at 79 chemin Ste-Foy near Des Erables
Street.'

Although all the family members gathered together in ’le foyer Tardivel’ could be
considered to be ultramontane nationalists, it would be wrong to assume that they were a
completely homogencous group. An examination of the ideologies of some of the family
members helps to identify that even within the category of ultramontane nationalism, there
were nuances. The family around the table consisted of Mr.and Mrs Jules-Paul Tardivel;
Alicc married to Omer; Marie-Eloise Georgina (Ginette) married to Henri Bazin, president
of a successful import-export business, "Nazaire Turcotte’; as of January 1905, Paul Tardivel
and his wife Gratia (Pageau) left La Défense de Chicoutimi to join La Vérité; Henriette
Isabella Tardivel, marricd to Charles-J. Magnan, inspector general of schools, lived on Rue
Des Erablcs, which made them close enough to hear the dinner bell that summoned
everyonc for meals; Marie- Hermelanda Albertine Tardivel married to Joseph Bégin had
been part of the houschold before they had moved to Montreal to found the intransigent

ultramontanc La Croix in 1903. As La Vérité was printed in the basement of the house, the

day-to day activities revolved around 79 chemin Ste-Foy.

44 As of June, 1992, the house still exists.



Working with Tardivel, the Louis Veuillot'* of Canada, would have been an
honour. Living with Tardivel was apparently a pleasure. Although Tardivel was distant with
many people, with his close friends and with his family he was entertaining. He had many
interests: he relaxed by gardening; he enjoyed music, playing the organ; he was a sportsman,
enjoying fishing, sailing and snowshocing.!* Jules Paul’s wifc Henriette (Brunelie), daughter
of notary, Antoine- Amboise Brunelle of Saint-Hyacinthe, was a capable woman, who
managed to maintain family harmony by not allowing any controversial subjects to be
introduced at meal time.' In spite of the financial problems in running the newspaper, the
domestic finances seemed to have been adequate because the day-to-day running of the
home was aided by two maids, Elise Lacasse and Philomenc Dufour, 'qui ont enchant¢ la
jeunesse des enfants par leur bonne humeur et leur savoir-faire.”® Aside {rom the
comraderie of the family, the Tardivel household was a happy mccting placc for many
prominent people.

Héroux’s wife, Alice Tardivel, along with her sisters, had donce her preliminary
studies at a little school run by Mlle Biron, situated just bchind her home. There also was
a Mile Voyer, who completed the children’s studics at home. In 19(X), Alicec went to study in

Columbus, Ohio, where her aunt, Tardivel’s sister, Socur Aloysius taught."® This would

145 Louis Frangois Veuillot (1813-1883) French Catholic journalist and writer: editor of ['Univers in Paris,
an ultramontane newspaper that fought for freedom in Catholic education and for acceptance of the infallibility
and supremacy of the pope in all matters. R.Limouzin-Lamothe, "Veuillot, Louis Frangois,” New_Catholic
Encyclopedia, Vol.X1V, 1972, pp.634-635.

146 Jean Tardivel, op. cit., pp.25-26.

47 Oral History interview with Jean Tardivel, grandson, April 26 1987. Tape: Cassette I, Side 1, 264);
Transcription; p.20.

148 Jean Tardivel, op. cit., p.43.
149 Jean Tardivel, op. cit., pp. 43, 83.
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have exposed her to some English language and an insight into American life, even if it was
through the prism of convent living.

On her return from the United States in 1901, Alice went to Europe for three months
with her fathcr. They spent ten days in Rome where Tardivel tried unsuccessfully to obtain
an audicnce with the Pope. They then went to France where they was able to renew
aquaintances with people like Réticius, Frere des Ecoles chrétienne, whose ultramontanism
had influcnced French-Canadian education in Canada and with Jesuit fricnds.’® This trip
cquipped Alice with memories that she was able to share with her husband, who was already
showing an interest in Fraace. When Omer Héroux worked at Le Mouvement Catholique,
he was not paid but was rewared by having access to the newspapers that came from France,
which otherwise would not have been available to him. Omer Héroux’s exposure to the
French press led to an interest in "la mere patrie.’!>!

Although his wife Alice could fulfill the traditional role of a wife, as well as an
cxcellent companion, she also brought with her journalistic talents that would be of great
value to Héroux. Six months after his marriage, he had to assume responsility for La Vérité
on the death of Jules-Paul Tardivel on April 24, 1905. As previously stated, Tardivel's
daughters had alrcady been cailed upon to help their father with the running of the
newspaper, so Alice Tardivel had the experience to act as Héroux’s secretary, proofread his

articles and make suggestions to improve them.'? Tragically, Alice died of an etopique

1% Pierrc Savard., Jules-Paul Tardivel. La France et Les Etats - Unis, op. cit., pp. 446-447. 'Petites
Reminiscences® of the trip were published from February 18- March 4 1905 in La_Vérité.

1 Louis-D.Durant, Le Rallicment, 1960. Magazine published by the alumnae of Le Séminaire de Trois-
Rivitres, No. DR.0368.

12 Jean Héroux, 'Omer Héroux 1876-1963. Vie, carritre, intimité jusque vers la mi-juillet, 1924,
Unpublished manuscript in the possesion of Jean Héroux, son of Omer Héroux. p.17.
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pregnancy, June 11, 1908, a few days after the birth and death of their sccond child, Maric-
Paule. This left Omer a widower with a little girl, Lucie who had been born in 190S. Alice's
tragic death alsc left Omer Héroux's position on La V¢rilé less sceure, at a time when his
position was being threatened by the intransigent ultramontancs.

Paul-Ernest Tardivel, played a major role in the life of Omer Héroux while he was
with La Vérité. Paul was born to Jules-Paul Tardivel and Henrictte Brunclie, in 1879, the
only son among four daughters. He studied at his father’s old College Classique de Saint-
Hyacinthe, at the Jesuit college, Sainte-Marie in Montreal, and then at the Univerité Laval
in Quebec City. While at the University Laval, he wrote his first article for La Vérit¢ on May

27, 1899, entitled 'Les Plaines d’Abraham.” He also had a scat in the Press Gallery in the

Quebec Legislature, when Liberal Gabricl Marchand was clected premicr. Paul acted as
parliamentary correspondent for Le Pionnier of Montreal, where Omer Héroux had also
collaborated. Paul's first articles appcared on February 23, 1902, signed with *Correspondant
parlementaire.” As Omer Héroux had acted as parliamentary correspondent for La Pairic he
may have come in contact with his future brother-in-law in Qucbec City.

In 1903, Paul was named ’directcur-rédactcur de La Défense’ in Chicoutimi. He left
Quebec City at one of Tardivel’s most difficult periods. Jules-Paul had suffered a heart
attack, which was followed by the diagnosis of Bright's discasc, which rcsulted in the
suspension of La Vérité from March to September 1903, when it reappeared as a monthly
for a short time.’*

Paul’s personality differcd from that of Omer Héroux in that Paul was interested in
sports and the outdoor life. Paul was an active member and captain of the Bicycle Club of

Saint-George, that organized gruelling trips at the turn of the century between Montreal and

153 Pjerre Savard, Jules-Paul Tardivel, La Francc et Les Erats-Unis, oOp. cit., pp. 447-448.
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Qucbec City. However they were both community minded. Paul helped to set up the
Colonic du Lac Commissaircs, that was sponsored by La Société Saint-Jean Baptiste.' He
visited the local prisons and sponsored prison reforms. Like his father, he was interested in
the plight of the colonists, being a founder of La Ligue Nationale de Colonisation, active in
the region of Abitibi and supporter of L'Orphelinat de Colonisation du Lac Sergent. He was
interested in the formation of Les Caisses Populaires d’Alphonse Desjardins and publicized
the movement in La Vérité. Although Paul complained about his poor health in his letters
to Pere Grenicr, he carried on the publication of La Vérité until 1922, lived until 1974, dying
at the age of nincty-five, having raised nine boys and four girls.!sS

Onec of the other members of the family with whom Omer Héroux could exchange
opinions around the table at the Tardivels was Charles-Joseph Magnan,(1865-1941).% He
was cleven years older than Héroux and a trusted friend of the Tardivels. He had become
a part of the Tardivel family by his marriage in 1898 to Isabella, the eldest daughter of Jules-
Paul Tardivel. Even before Magnan's marriage, he and Tardivel had been friends. He had
helped with the editing and the proof-reading of his future father-in-law’s novel, Pour La

Patric, published in 1895. The novel projected a dire future for the French-Canadians in the

" 1t was on Lac des Commissaires, that Omer Héroux also had contact with Alice Tardivel. C.J.Magnam,
marricd to Alice’s sister, Isabelle, had a chalet there. His son, Jean-Charles Magnan told the story that during
a boat-race, he was cgging on his partner Omer Héroux to go faster, but he refused because Alice Tardivel
was in the other boat. Jean Héroux, op. cit,, p. 14.

" Jean Tardivel, op.cit., pp.87-89.

16 Charles-Joscph Magnan, 1865-1941; born in Saint-Ursule: started teaching at fifteen years old at
Louiseville; 1883, entered I'Ecole normale de Québec where poor health forced him to leave; in 1887, under
the dircction of Honoré Mercier, he started a weekly La Paix, a liberal-nationalist newspaper; 1896, he founded
the Bibliothtque Canadicnne francaisc that later became Fleurs de la Charité, and the Bulletin du Patronage;
by 1890, he was dircctor of the revue L'Enscignement primaire; 1889-18%), he became full professor at 'Ecole
normalce of Quebec City; by 1911, he was named inspector-general of the Catholic Schools. Joseph-Papin
Archambauly, s.j.,, Figurcs Catholiques, Montréal: Institut Social Populaire, 1943, pp.127-152.
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twentieth century if they associated with 'les étrangers."?

When Jules-Paul died, Paul claimed that it was Magnan, who replaced the father in
the eyes of Madame Tardivel. 'Pour Mama C.J.M. remiplace papa, il est son conseil, c'est le
chef de la famille.™® It was important for Héroux to maintain a good relationship with a

man who could influcnce the direction of the management of La Vérité.

Magnan was one of the rare breed of French-Canadian laymen, who produced texts
for schools, ’les auteurs d’ouvrages pédagogiques sont rarcs.”'* Although Magnan had ‘scrvi
par I'action, par la plume et par la paroie les causcs quc nous sont les plus cheres: religion,
patrie, education,”® his credibility was still challenged by the intransigent ultramontancs
such as Pere Grenier.

The fact that Magnan had been the editor and had collaborated with the Liberal
Mercier in the publication of La Paix, made him suspcct in the cyes of the ultramontanc
clergy. By 1885, he had redeecmed himsclf slightly by collaborating on the review
L’Enscignement primaire, and then buying it and assuming its debts when the Liberals, who
had come to power under Félix-Gabriel Marchand, had cut off all funding. The journal
popularized history and stimulated patriotism among thc students. It was a journal

’franchement catholique et canadienne-frangaisc,’ distributed free to the schools through the

157 Pour La Patric was reissued by Joseph Bégin, son-in-law of Tardivel in 1936. In 1976, Le Conscil des
Arts du Canada helped to finance another edition with a preface by John Hare, professor of Quehcec literature
at University of Ottawa. Montréal: Hurtubise HMH, Li¢e, 1976. In the preface Hare wrote, "Comme
témoignage, ce roman demeure un document cssenticl dans le développement de lid€ologic indEpendantiste
au Québec.’p. 10.

158 [ etter from Paul Tardivel to Pere Grenicr, December 10 1906, ASICF, Saint-JérOmc, 4264-12,
159 Procure des Missions des Socurs de Saint-Annc, Précis d'Histoire des Littératures. Frapgaise

canadienne-frangaise ¢rangetres et anciennes. Lachine P.Q.: Procure des Missions de Saint-Anne, 1933
'Magnan,’ pp 310-312.

10 Ibid, p.312.
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municipalities to help the lay instructors with the science of teaching. At the same time, the
journal was a vehicle to point out the dangers that threatened the Catholic school system,
threats likc a State interfercnce in education, compulsory and free education.!! Magnan
had influenced the French-Canadians to fear and reject the proposals that were made by La
Liguc d’Enscignement, formed ip 1902.1%2

Because of Magnan’s acceptance by both camps, he played an important role in
bridging the gap betwecn the ultramontane concept of total control by the clergy over
education and the new concept of the government assuming the responsibility for some of
the funding without the clergy losing pedagogical control. In a speech to teachers in the
diocese of Nicolct, in 1905, he said 'Si, par vocation, nous ne sommes pas tous appelés a
étre des religicux éducateurs, nous devons tous étre des éducateurs religieux.’'6?

Joscph-Emery Robidousx, the provincial secretary, wanted a more uniform standard
of texts books in the Quebec schools. He appealed to two young professors at I'Ecole
Normalce at Laval, Magnan and John Ahern to produce text books that would more
cffectively prepare the students for the challenges facing them in the new society. He chose
Magnan bccause he would be acceptable to the clergy, having already proven his dedication
to the importance of the Church in education. He had already made personal sacrifice to
save L'Enscignement primaire and because he was perceived to view his profession ‘comme
un saccrdoce.’1%

However, when in 1899, Magnan and Ahern published Mon Premier Livre in two

11 Ibid., p.311.

142 Rumilly, Histoire de la province, Vol. XI1I, p.58.
163 Archambault, op. cit., p. 147.

' Rumilly, Histoire dec La Province, Vol IX, p. 238.
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volumes, the hierarchy of the Chu.ch condemned the work, not because of the content but
because it had been published without ecclesiastical permission. The Bishops were prepared

to fight any action that could be construed as the State's sponsorship of the school books for

French-Canadians. Before Mon Premicr Livre could be distributed, the book had to be
presented to the Church for authorisation. Oncc that was done 'La bonne ocuvre
pédagogique,’ was approved and permission was given to have it circulated among the school
children.!%

Omer Héroux was aware of both of these publications, L'Enscigenment primaire, and

Mon Premier Livre. While he worked at Le Journal, (1900-1902), a summary of the contents

of the former was published.! He felt free to give Mon Premier Livie a good review,
assuming that it would not have been published without the Church’s stamp of approval. Pere
Grenier recalled the cvent to Paul in a letter in 1907, as an cxample of Héroux’s
liberalism.!” Grenier wrote that there had been an article by Héroux that praised C.JL
Magnan’s book that Magnan had written with John Ahern, from I'Ecole normale Laval, for
the school children. Grenier had examined the book carcfully, when it came out and had
remarked to J-.P.Tardivel, who had asked for his advice, that it favoured ncutral schools. It
concentrated on material things, and that only in the end, did it mention God. Pere Grenier
added that if he could have seen what was going to happen, that people like Magnan and
Héroux and other writers would push liberal ideas even into 462,(a code numbcer for La
Vérité), he would have said to 419 (code name for Tardivel) to destroy it immediatcly.

Grenier has refrained from sanctioning the book, claiming that it could be done later and in

165 Rumilly, Histoire de la Province, Vol.IX, pp. 238-239.
y PP

166 The Journal of Montreal, examples are March 2, 1900 and April 18, 19%X).

167 L etter from Pere Grenicr to Paul Tardivel, April 23, 1907.” ASJCF, Saint JérOme, 4265.8;
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another place than 462. 419 asked Grenier to advise him when it would be opportune. '8
Nothing had been done in public up until this time. Grenier claimed that he had only to give
cerlain instructions to certain people and the book Mon Petit Livre could be recalled.

Pere Grenicr now felt that the time had come to speak against the book. He
instructed Paul to tcll Héroux and Magnan all the facts, without them knowing where the
source of the information. Pere Grenier felt that Magnan was wrong to try to justify his
statesments in his subscquent writings. Omer Héroux, "tout bon libéral,” had written in favour
of the book. But according to Grenicr, the Statc was taking away the rights of the fathers and
the Church, and giving them to the idolators. He ended the letter with a word of caution that
Magnan claimed that he was what he always had becen - a liberal Catholic.”¢?

There was also an cnclosure in the letter from Perc Grenier, because, in spite of
his desirc to remain anonymous, the letter had fallen into Héroux’s hands. Héroux had
apparently not opened it, but had sent it back to Grenier because he had recognized his
hand-writing. Grenicr was surprised and shocked becausc he did not want Héroux to know
that he was corresponding with Paul.'™ The fact that Grenier used numbers, 462 = La

Vérité and 419 = Tardivcl, instcad of names, was another example of how fearful the people

of that cra were to express their opinion openly.
The sccrecy that was felt to be necessary at that time, illustrates how much suspicion
and division existed within cach faction. After all, anyone involved with La_Vérité had to

espousc the ideology of ultramontanism. However, one was never trusted completely, one

1 1t would have created a family situation for Tardivel, if Grenier had asked him to discredit Magnan and
his book, because Magnan had become his son-in-law, in 1898.

19 *Letter from Pere Grenier to Paul Tardivel, April 23, 1907.’ op. cit.

" *Letter from Pere Joscph Grenier to Paul-Ernest Tardivel, June 27, 1907,” ASJFC, Saint-Jérdme, 4265-
18, cenclosed with letter 4265-8.
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was never above suspicion. The ultramontane clergy and laity would be constantly holding
a vigil to negate any one who entertained even a liberal ultramontanc idca. The letter also
leaves no doubt about the fact that, if La Vérité claimed complete independence from
partisan politics, it was certainly not independent from clerical influence.

Although the ultramontanes were nervous about the 'liberalism’ of Magnan, they
recognized the sensitiviy of his professional position and were prepared to support him.
Dr.J.A.Couture wrote to Pere Grenicr about Magnan's situation. Couturce felt that Magnan
shared their ideology in every thing except education. But as a civil scrvant of the State,
Magnan could not write any other way unless he was prepared to lcave L'Ecole normale and
relinquish the editorship of L’Enscignement primairc. Anyonc clse, appointed by the
Liberals, could be be more of a threat. They also ackowledged that Paul, 'bon petit homme
qui ne fléchisa pas,” had been helped by Magnan, in the past, when he had needed a strong
hand against Héroux.!”

On one hand, the ultramontane Catholics were accusing Magnan of being too liberal,
on the other hand, the liberal Catholics like Godfroy Langlois,' were calling him 'le grand
pontife de lignorance’ or "l'apitre de Tobscuraatisme.™” Regardless of what his
contempories thought of him, the Vatican was onc of his staunchest supporters. In 1918,

Benoit XV named him Chevalier-Commandeur de I'Ordre de Saint-Grégoire-le Grand.

M °L etter from Dr. J.A. Couture to Pére Joeph Grenier, December 10, 1906," ASJICF at Saint-JérOme,
4264-13.

2. Godfroy Langlois, (1866-1928), lawycr, journalistat La Patric and Le Canada; clected in 194 as liberal
Member of the Quebec Legislature from Saint-Louis in Montreal. He was a guiding light of the Emancipation
Lodge and the Ligue de I'Enseignement. He was also anti-clerical, challenging Bruchtsi's authority, "Ti-Paul
ne nous menera pas par le bout du nez’Robert Rumilly, Histoire de la Provinee de Québeg, op. cit, Vol. XI,
p-11.

" Rumilly, Histoire de la_Province, Vol.XVI, p.15, Vol XIiI, p.12.
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’L’Eglisc a couronné le chrétien convaincu, le patriote integre, 'educateur émérite.’™

Omer Héroux would have been ahle to relate to the difficult position in which
Magnan found himsclf. They were both devoted Catholics, who viewed their profession as
a priestly calling, but who, due to past events were viewed with suspicion by the intransigent
ultramontancs. As carly as December 3 1903, they had shared their interest in the nationalist
movement by being the only non-Liberals on the stage during the meeting at Saint Roch,
organized by La Ligue Nationalistc, when Bourassa identified the aims of the
Association.”™ Héroux’s disgust with politics prevented him from having a firm
committment to cither of the major parties. If he was a Conservative, it would have been to
opposc Lauricr.

Héroux would have been influenced by the man, C-J Magnan, who was described as
coming from ’le lignéc des grands catholiques frangais, les Ozanam, les Veuillot, les de
Mun.' On Magnan’s death on the Junc 2, 1942, Omer Héroux identified the major role
that he had played in cducation in the Province of Quebec by building the bridge between

the clerical and lay community at the turn of the century. He wrote:

... qu'il ait ét€ I'un des plus grands ouvriers du progres scolaire dans notre
province . . . L'une de ses dernieres joies fut bien d’avoir pu si largement
aider & l'organisation des scolasticats-écoles normales qui permettent aux
congréganistes, non sculement de se donner une formation pédagogique qu'ils

n'avaicnt jamais songé a négliger, mais d’'imprimer i cette formation un

74 Archambault, op.cit., p. 152.

17* Rumilly, Histoire de la Province de Québec, Vol. XI, p.77.

176 Archambault, op, cit., p. 143.
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caractere officiel, de lier plus intimement le travail des congréganistes & celui

des laiques.!”

Héroux also recognized that Magnan was influenced by Tardivel's concept of French-
Canadian nationalism. Magnan ’avait le souci de nationaliscr notre cnscigenment.'"® He
did not wish to relate to either France or England but to build a French-Canadian nation.
Magnan wanted to produce French-Canadians of character, sober, virtuous and well
educated, farmers, proud of their vocation, capable workers, and professionals ol a more
superior quality than the other races with whom they shared the ficld. In the Manuel de
Droit_civigue, 1895, he reminded the French-Canadians that the rights that they were
enjoying were gained by 'des luttes parlementaires gigantesques, . . . cette Constitution elle-

.

méme, arrachée lambeau par lambcau a l'oligarchic anglaisc.”” Unlike Tardivel, who

wanted a break with Canada, while maintaining tics with Britain, Magnan adviscd that they
should contribute to the welfare of Confederation, but at the same time, they should
conserve their maternal language, their faith, their religion and their culture, 'qui ¢n font une
nationalité distincte des différentes races qui se partagent 'Amérique du Nord.”'®

Héroux would also have had met another member of the Tardivel family circle
Joseph Bégin, who on May 10, 1904 had marricd another daughter of Tardivel, Maric
Hermelende Albertine, (1877-1951). The marriage ceremony was performed by his brother

abbé P.A. Bégin, Professor of Science at the Séminairc de Sherbrooke. In June, 1897, J.Bégin

177 Archambault, op. cit., pp. 133-134.
178 Archambault, op. cit., p.150.

179 Archambault, op. cit., p. 151.

180 Ibid.,
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founded a monthly review, La Croix at Quebec City.!® Héroux would be less influenced
by Bégin because on April 1 1903, he moved his newspaper to Montreal. Because of its
limited circulation, supported mostly by the clergy, and because of Bégin's refusal to accept
advertising, the finances of the newspaper were fragile.

Even though Bégin’s credentials as an ultramontane were above suspicion, even
though he could never be accused of harbouring any liberal ideas, Tardivel did not ask him
to join La Vérité, as he had had done with Héroux. Acknowledging that personalities also
can play a part, cven though Tardivel’s health was threatening the future of La_Vérité, he
did not invite Bégin to join the team.

Bégin’s newspaper which was sct up in Montreal, followed the ideology of Tardivel.
'La Croix est un journal catholique, au service du pape et de I'Eglise. C'est un journal de
combat.’¥® Like Tardivel, he lived in fear of the conspiracies inspired by the freemasons,
whom he claimed had infiltrated City Hall, the Jews and the liberal institutions, that
thrcatcned Catholicism.  Anti-semitism was one of his main themes that became more
virulent as the presence of the Jews in Montreal were perceived as a threat to the French-
Canadians. '®

By 1907, Bégin wanted his newspaper to become a daily. One would expect that at
lcast the most ultramontane clergy would welcome the initiative of a journalist who was sc

dedicated to the ultramontanc ideology. However, the reaction of the clergy to his suggestion

18 Jean Tardivel, op. cit., p.84. See also Philippe Reid, "La Croix 1923-1924, in Fernand Dumont, Jean
Hamclin, Fernand Harvey, Jean-Paul Montminy, eds., [d€ologics au Canada Francais 1900-1929, pp. 45-83.
Reid uses April 5 1904 as the founding date of La Croix. See also Beaulieu et Hamelin, Tome IV op. cit.,
p.169.

182 Beaulica ct Hamelin., op.cit,, 'La Croix,” Tome IV, p. 169.
'8 For detail analysis, sce Philippe Reid, ' La Croix,1923-1924, Dumont et al, Idéologies, op. cit., pp.45-83.
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was recorded in the correspondence between Pere Grenier and Paul Tardivel. He wrote that
Bégin would be ill-advised to set up a daily because it would end in a fiasco. Grenier wrote
that he would not compare Bégin to Héroux in a Catholic sensc, nor would he compare his
energy, his character, nor his stability. However, Grenier claimed that Bégin lacked
something to direct even a weekly, much less a daily.™

If the ultramontane clergy, like Pere Grenier, was apprehensive, about positions that
Bégin would assume, Mgr.Paul Bruchési, a liberal Catholic, was even more so. Although the
press was always carefully monitored by the hierarchy of the Church, the period after 1900
was a period of great concern, because liberal idcas that had emecrged that threating
traditional Catholicism. At the same time, the French-Canadian press had to be monitored
to discourage extreme positions that might provoke a Protestant backlash against the Church.
There are letters in the Archives de la Chancelleric in Montreal that identify Mgr.Bruchdési's
concern over Bégin’s anti-semitism and his anti-Irish Catholic positions.'®® Bégin,like
Héroux and Magnan, found it difficult to assume an ideological position, that would be

acceptable at all times to the hierarchy of the Church.

Aside from the members of the family, Omer Héroux would come in contact with
some of Tardivel’s old friends who were still active, when Omer Héroux took over La VEril¢
after the death of Jules-Paul Tardivel. His father-in law’s fricnds, who were still alive, were
divided between those who supported Héroux and those who worked actively against him.

Even some of the ones who supported the new editor might have done so just to honour

184 *Letter from Pere Joseph Grenier to Paul Tardivel, April 23, 1907 ASJCF, Saint-J¢rOme, 4265-8

18 Letters from Mgr. Paul Bruchési to J.U. Bégin, Archives de la Chancclleric de Montréal, 780-
034,(1907,2) January 15, 1907; request to found a new newspaper, Union populaire canadicnnc ; (1909-15)
September 14, 1907, censure for article that the clergy should not be *actionnaire;” August 31, 1909, Apostolic
delegate censured article in La Croix.

59




|

Tardivel's memory. The fact that Héroux would have had some contact with these men,
would have rcturned him again to the ultramontane world of the last decade of the
nincteenth century to hear at first hand 'les grands luttes d’autrefois.” Héroux would once
more be exposed to the ultramontane and Consecrvative ideology of the trifluviens, with
whom he had had contact before going to Montreal in 1900.

Tardivel's fricnds, who were still alive included men like Pére Zacharie Lacasse,
(1845-1921), who not only helped to found La Vérité, but supported it with articles on
colonization until his missionary work occupied all his time. '* Another collaborator was
Joseph-Antoine Chagnon, (1845- 1910), who was Tardivel’s {irst director at Le Courrier de
Saint-Hyacinthe, a journalist who had volunteered to fight for the Pope with his sword as a
zouave and with his pen as a journalist.”” There was also an eye doctor, Louis-Edouard
Decsjardins, who had becn involved with the internecine battles between the Ultramontane
Castors' and the Liberals. He was among the group of lawyers and journalists who met
at Alphonse Desjardins’ house to form ’Le Programme catholique.’(1871)'® He was also
among the ultramontane group who greeted Cardinal Rafael Merry del Val, aposiclic
delegate, when he arrived in 1897 in Montreal. They used the opportunity to proclaim their

devotion to the Church, to Leo XIII and to declare their submission to the bishops and the

1% Perc Picrre- Zacharie Lacasse, OMI, sce Jean Tardivel, op. cit,, p. 54; Also Rumilly, Histoire de la
Province de Québec, Vol. VII, pp.170-171; Pierre Savard, Jules Tardivel, La France, op. cit., pp. 38, 90, 104,
306, 418.

%7 Jean Tardivel, op. cit., p. 57.

1% “Castor’ was the name given to the autunomous, independent political party organized by the
ultramontancs when after 1882 the Parti Bleu was divided between the old-guard Gallicans and the
ultramontancs. See H.L. Robertson, "The Ultramontane Group in French Canada 1867-1886, M.A. Thesis,
Qucen’s Univesrsity, 1952, pp.224-288.

'® Rumilly, Histoirc de la Province de Québec, op.cit., Voll, p. 175-176.
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national clergy.'® There was also le Chevalier A.-G. Guilbault (-1920) a former zouave,
who was able to talk to Héroux about Louis Vcuillot, whom Guilbault had met
personally.””

Another friend of Tardivel, whom Héroux would have met was Erncst Gagnon (1834-
1915), more liberal than most of Tardivel’s fricnds. He might have related more to Héroux
on an intellectual level than to Paul but the fact that Paul was his godchild might have drawn
him emotionally to him. However, Gagnon was already pulling away from Tardivel before
his death because of Tardivel's support for le drapeau Carillon-Sacré-Cocur. Even though
Tardivel had spent the last thirty-two years promoting the cause of the French-Canadians,
Ernest Gagnon'® criticised him for intervening in the flag debate, reminding him that he
was not a French-Canadian ’pure laine,’ having been born in the United States of an English
mother.

The latter years of Tardivel's life had become more difficult by the many changes that
were taking place in the world. His ideology of ultramontanism had been threatened not only

by liberal Catholicism but by the acceptance of a modificd liberalism by the diplomatic and

political Pope Leo XIII. In 1896 the Liberal Party replaced the Conscrvative Party in Quebec
and Canada. Technology had made the up-grading of old equipment next to impossible in
the publishing business unless financial resources were available. Transportation had made

the big daily newspapers of the cities rcadily available to the rcaders in the rural arcas, who

1% Rumilly, Histoire de la Province be Québec, op. cit, Vol. VIII, p. 178.

191 Jean Tardivel, op. cit., p. 62.

192 Ernest Gagnon, 1834-1915, musician and author; born in Rivitre-du-Loup, son of a notary; attended
College de Joliette; studied music in Montreal and Paris; studied literature and history; became organist in tha
Cathedral in Quebec City; Précis d’Histoire des Littératures, op. cit,, p.235; respected in both French and
English communities; member of the Royal Society of Canada; founder of L’ Académie de Musiquc ¢t L'Union
Musicale. Jean Tardivel, op. cit., p. 55.
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previously were served by local weeklies. The advertisements, pictures and  sensational
storics of the new style journalism, all made La Vérité, which was 'un journal d’idées,’ appear
‘démod¢.’ Tardivel was also faced with the fact that his ultramontane (exagéré) supporters
of the past were cither dead, ageing or challenging his positions.

When Héroux took over the direction of La_Vérité on the death of Tardivel, April
24 1905, not only was he forced to work under the same limitations as his father-in-law but
Héroux was faced with problems that were inherent when the direction of the newspaper
passcd into his hands. He found out very quickly that there was prophecy in his own words

'La plumc du Maitre cst trop lourde aux mains de ses hériticrs.'%

' La VErit€, July 14, 1906.
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CHAPTER I - OMER HEROUX AND 'LES HERITIERS DE' JULES-PAUL
TARDIVEL. 1905-1908.

In the editorials that Tardivel published on October 1, 1904 and on December 1S5,
1904, he left no doubt that he intended that Omer Héroux should be in charge. When Paul

Tardivel left La Défense de Chicoutimi to join his father’s newspaper in January, 1905, it

created complications for Héroux. On January 21, 1905, an article appcared noting the
departure of Paul from La Défensc and his arrival at Quebcee City. His dutics were clearly
defined Il serait spécialement chargé a l'organisation de la propagandce ct de la circulation
de La Vérité.""™ However, after the death of Tardivel on April 24, 1905, Paul, with the
help of the intransigent-ultramontanc faction of Jules-Paul's fricnds, slowly cased Héroux out
of his position of prominence. As the familics lived together in the same house, it must have
made life quite difficult for Héroux.

An cxamination of the masthcad of the newspaper will identify the subtle casing of

Héroux out of his dominant role in the running of La Vérité. The masthead of La Vérite on

October 1, 1904, rcad J.P. Tardivel, Dirccteur-Proprictaire. Following Héroux’s cmployment
on October 1, the next cdition on October 15, read J.P. Tardivel, Dirccteur-Propriétaire ct
Omer Héroux, Rédacteur. On January 26, 1905, the masthead of La_Vérit¢ read, Jules-Paul
Tardivel- Directeur-gérant; Omer Héroux- Rédacteur; Paul Tardivel, Gérant. After the death
of Tardivel, it read May 6, {905, Omer Héroux, Rédacteur. Paul Tardivel, Gérant. By April
28, 1906, it was changed to Paul Tardivel, Directeur and Omer Héroux, Rédacteur. In this
edition there was a notice that read that since the death of the founder of the La_VEiité,

there had been no director. At the request of the owners of the newspaper, "pour régulariser

19 La Vérité, "M. Paul Tardivel,’ January 21, 1905, p. 6.




la situation Paul Tardivel en prend le direction.’'% By December 21, 1907, Omer Héroux
was no longer on the masthead although he continued to contribute articles to the
newspaper. He had left to join ' Action sociale, an ultramontane newspaper under the aegis
of Mgr.Louis-Nazairc Bégin, archbishop of Quebec, although Héroux continued to
collaborate with La V¢rité.

The recasons for Jules-Paul’s choice of Omer over Paul, his only son, to run his
newspaper arc not clear. Perhaps he felt that Omer had more experience. However, Paul was
awarc from thc beginning that Omer had been his father’s choice. In a letter to Pere
Grenicr, he resented Grenier's criticism that he was not doing enough to counteract liberal
thought in thc newspapcer. He claimed that he was doing his best in a difficult and painful

situation that had been created by his father when:

il avait choisi O.H. comme son successeur . . . O.H. a fait fausse route. On
me regarde comme un usurpateur. Le jour ou j’aura tous les intéressés contre

moi, je perdrai tout contrdle.’'%

Some of the Tardivel's old supporters were so nervous about whether Héroux might
introduce liberal ideas into La Vérité, that they actually worked against him in favour of
Paul. Onc of thesec was Doctor Joseph-Alphonse Couture.’ Couture’s friendship with
Tardivel had spanned many contlicts, with Couture always supporting Tardivel’s ultramontane

position. He was described as a man who never lost an opportunity to defend 'une sainte

19 La Vérit€, April 28, 1906, p.3 (331), Column 4.
1% *Letter from Paul Tardivel to Pere Grenier, December 29, 1906,” ASJICF, Saint Jér6me, 4264-14.
¥ Pierre Savard, Jules-Paul Tardivel-La France etc, op. cit., p.101.
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cause, ni de transpercer une erreur dans cette arence du catholicisme et du sain patriotisme
dans le journal de Tardivel.’'*® Couturc would not be trying to balance his Catholicism with
his French-Canadian nationalism. Men like Couture defended their religion independent of
their patriotism. %

Extensive correspondence exists in the Archives of the Socicty of Jesus in Saint
Jérome that helps to identify the internccine battles that took place between the liberal and
ultramontane clergy for control of La Vérité. These battles pitted Omer against Paul and
forced a polarization of opinions within the Tardivel family. It forced other family members
to take sides, which might have created a difficult situation. However, because of the respect
that the family had for Madame Hecnrictte Tardivel, the differences remained within the
business and were not permitted to be carried over into the family circle.

Although there was no doubt that Tardivel had intended Héroux to take over the
direction of La Vérité, Heroux’s position was challenged almost as soon as the Tardivel died.
When he died, his will divided the ownership La Vérité between Madame Tardivel, onc hall,
Paul, one quarter and Alice and Omer received a quarter between them. [t is obvious from
the division of asscts that Madame Tardivel would have the final vote in any decision
affecting her late husband’s newspaper.

On the death of Tardivel, an editorial appcared on May 6, 195, signcd by both Qmecer
Héroux and Paul Tardivel, that proclaimed that La Vérité would carry on the work that had
preoccupied the best part of Jules-Paul Tardivel's life, 'nous relevons le drapeau que scul la

mort peut arracher a ses fortes mains.” They were prepared to continue 'les batailles liveées

9% Jean Tardivel, op. cit., p. 58.

19 Rumilly, Histoire de la Province de Québcec, op. cit,, Vol. X1, p. 83.

26 Qral History interview with Jean Tardivel, op. cit.
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pour la religion ct pour la patric.” They made a request that all those who loved Tardivel
would also extend the hand of friendship to them. They insisted that La_Vérité would
continue to be independent from all political partics and ‘en toute choses catholiques, nous
acceptons d'unc ame soumise et d’un cocur filial la direction de I'Eglise.!

For those who were not privy to the wishes of Jules-Paul Tardivel, it would be easy
to assume that he had left the direction of La _Vérité to both of them. If Omer Héroux had
hoped that by joining La Vérité, his lifc would assume more security then he had felt in
Montrcal, he was to be disappointed. Once Tardivel died, Omer had to contend with Paul’s
ambition to take over what Paul had perceived to be his filial right.

Although Héroux did not have the support of all of Tardivel’s friends, he did extend
the circle of La VErité's influence by calling on all his past contacts to collaborate with him.
Onc such fricnd was the abbé Lionel Groulx, whom he had met through close association
with the A.CJ.C. On May 15, 1905, he addressed a letter to the abbé Groulx, 'Cher
Monsicur 'abb¢ et excellent camarade.” Héroux encouraged the abbé to develop his ideas
in La V¢rité. 'Notre ambition serait d'en faire le journal de tous ceux qui ont quelque choses
a dire.” Héroux cnded his letter by inviting the abbé Groux to come to Quebec, even
explaining how to get to his house, chez Madame Tardivel.??

Héroux maintained the closc relationship that he had established with Henri
Bourassa. He continued to act as a propagandist for Bourassa. He wrote on October 26, 1905

10 'Mon cher ami’ that the Jesuits had opened a great hall that was serving as headquarters

* La Verité, May 6, 1905, p.1, column 1.

22 *Letter edged in black from Omer Héroux to abbé Lionel Groulx, Valleyficld, May 15, 1905. Fondation
Lionel Groulx, no accession number. Omer Héroux continued to be a publicity agent for Groulx . On his death,
Groulx wrote that Héroux had been 'mon publiciste, le publiciste I plus généreux, Ie plus constant.’ Le Devoir
May 7, 1963,
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for the A.C.J.C. in Quebec City. He invited Bourassa to come Qucbec as their guest speaker.
"On vous invite parce ce que vous €tes vous, et ¢'est un discours a la Bourassa qu'on attend.”
Héroux was already on familiar terms with Bourassa because he took the opportunity to send
his best wishes to Madame Bourassa. He also mentioned that he was going to debate the
subject of the evils of journalists and politicians at his old Alma Mater, Le SCminaire Saint-
Joseph aux Trois-Rivieres.® The letterhead of La VéErité's stationery just read La VEritg,
Revue Hebdomadaire, N.-D. de Québec. Although the "anti-magonnique’ phrase had been
climinated, the attacks against the freemasons did not abate.™

Héroux encouraged the collaboration that hc had previously established with Pere
Théophile Hudon. In a letter, November 3, 1905, he shared his concerns for the threat to
education in Quebec, hcaded by Godfroy Langlois and ‘his acolyte Stephens.™  On
November 9, 1905, there was a letter addressed to "Mon Réverend Pere et cher ami,” about
the future of Le Nationalistc that has already bcen examined and illustrated the close
relationship that they had established. On the same day, November 9, Héroux identified that
one of Hudon’s articles on 'Pacifisme’ had annoyed "un abb¢ frangais.” Héroux was going to
publish the criticism so as to let Hudon respond. The letter illustrated the extent ol the
supervision by religious orders of all articles, wherever they may have appeared. The clergy

had the time to read and examine the articles, time that was denied to laymen, who were

203 This event was reported in Prospectus du Séminaijre Saint-Joseph, Ann€e acad€mique 1905-1906. p.62.
Tx nber 26, 1906 'Tres intéressante conférence sur notre systtme parlementaire par Omer Héroux, rédacteur
(. La V¢rité de Québec’

204 *Letter from Omer Héroux to Henri Bourassa, October 26, 1905." Bourassa Archives deposited with
his daughter, Annc, Outremont, Quebec. # 214.

205 *Letter from Omer Héroux to Ptre Théophile Hudon, November 3, 1905.” ASJCF, Saint J¢rome, BO-
223-130. George-Washington Stephens, liberal member of the Quebec Government from Montreal-center and
Minister without Portfolio under Félix-Gabriel Marchand; alderman in Montreal; member of the Commission
de colonisation.
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caught up in the challenges of day-to-day activitics.?
On November 18, 1905, Héroux contacted Pere Hudon once more bemoaning the

fact that there was not a daily Catholic newspaper:

Ah! quc n'avons-nous (sic) un grand journal quotidien! On est en train de
nous cmpoisonner et de nous abrutir. Il faudra que le peuple canadien ait

une sortc de bon sens, s'il résiste a I'action de la presse.??’

Although Héroux would alrcady have been aware of the close scrutiny of the press
by the clergy and their ability to negate and neutralize any articles that in their estimation
would posc a thrcat to the Church, he was surprised by the criticism that came from the
highest level against an article that he had printed in La_Vérité. Even though he was not the
author of the article, he was nevertheless held reponsible for its publication. Mgr.Donato
Sharretti, apostolic dclegate, wrote to Mgr. L.N. Bégin, archbishop of Quebec complaining

about the article, 'Un Argument’ that appeared in La Vérité, November 18, 1905:

Cet article ne pecut qu'accentucr les divisions entre les catholiques . . . je prie
Votre Grandeur dc communiquer ces idées aux Directeurs de La_Vérité et
commec ils sont des catholiques intelligents et bons, je crois qu'ils ne

permeticront pas a I'avenir, le publication de semblables articles.?®

M Letter from Omer Héroux to Pere Théophile Hudon, November 11 1905.” ASJCF, BO 27-8-8

¥ *Letter from Omer Héroux to Pere Théophile Hudon, November 18 1905." ASJCF, Saint Jérdbme, BO
2789,

M Letter from the apostolic delegate Mgr.Donato Sbarretti to Mgr L.N. Bégin, November 19, 1905.’
ASJCF Saint JérOme, BO-27-8-10.
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The article, 'Un Argument’ that had attracted the attention of the apostolic delegate
Donato Cardinal Sbarretti, had been written by Jean- Picrre Sauvageau, ‘un de nos plus
fideles collaborateurs.” The main thrust of the article was the ditficulty faced by the French
minority to maintain its language outside of Quebec, because of the Irish Catholic opposition.
The article also dealt with the problem of supporting the concept of the Providential Mission
of the French-Canadians without offending the apostolic delegate who had to defend the
supranationalism of thc Vatican.

The article stated that the Franco-Americans were fighting hard to maintain their
language in their homes and in their churches. According to Sauvageau, there was very little
opposition from 'les Yankees’ but 'les Irlandais la combattent avec acharnement.” In cffect,

the Protestants were more tolerant than certain Catholics. According to the Irish, there

should be neither Italian, nor Greek nor 'barbares’ Catholics. The Irish wanted  Cles

canadiens’ to renounce their nationality. Sauvageau contended that:

Que [I'Eglise exige que les Allemands, les Polonais, les Canadicns

disparaissent, c’est unc these insoutenables. Dicu veut les races et les nations
P

.. . jamais les Pontifes romains n'ont tenté d’¢touffer Ic sentiment national

d’un peuple pour le rendre plus catholique.”®

Sauvageau claimed that the Irish should realize how many Catholics were lost to the
English Protestants when they lost their language. The ‘canadicns’ have resisted assimilation
by the Protestants because they had retained their language, 'la languc a ¢ié le rempart de

la foi.’ Leo XIII wanted the Italians in the United States to be serviced by Italian priests.

209 Jean-Pierre Sauvageau, 'Un Argument’, La Vérité, November 18, 1905, p.1.
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However, the Irish expected the parishioners to learn the language of the priest. Sauvageau
picked up on the theme that the anglo-saxons ’donnent de temps a autre des legons de
tolérance; . . .cc sont des Irlandais catholiques, qui affichent Pintransigcance la plus
inconcevablc.2®

Sauvegeau obscrved that where numbers warrant it, 'les Canadiens’ can elect
deputies, mayors, aldermen, and councillors of their own nationality. But in parishes where
they are the majority, they must accept Irish priests. Sauvageau argued that in Ontario, Nova
Scotia, New Brunswick, Rhode Island and Massachusettes, French-Canadians are accepted
as ministers, judges and senators. He wanted to know if it was the hierarchy of the Church,
who did not intend to elect French-Canadians as American or Canadian bishops. If their
abilities are recognized in the political and civic fields, why not in the religious field?
Sauvagcau continucd "Mais la regle générale s'impose: les Irlandais sont ardents prosélytes
de la languc anglaise et c'est surtout contre les Canadiens qu’'ils dirigent leur efforts.
Sauvagcau was disappointed in the position taken by the Irish because when the Irish
immigrants had arrived in Canada, flecing from the famine and the typhus epidemic, they
had been received with 'les bas de soie.’(sic)

The article concluded that if the Irish were in control of the country to-day, there
would be no place for French-Canadians. If the French-Canadians have civic positions today
in Canada, it was because 'qu'en Canada, les Anglais reconnaissent dans nos compatriotes
de véritables Canadiens.’ It was the same in the United States 'les Yankees estiment que les
Franco-Am¢ricains sont des loyaux citoyens.” He warned the French-Canadians that the
danger was real, ‘cette lutte fratricide en:re catholiques.’ They have the right and the duty

to protect the French language. The Irish did not have the mission or the power 'd’arracher

210 Ihid.
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de nos coeurs la fibre nationale.’"

The fact that the Vatican condemned this article was an indication that the Holy Sce
realized what a complicating factor French-Canadian nationalism that cquated faith with
language, could be to her ambitions to use English as the common language of Catholicism
in North America. Nationalism could be tolerated and sometimes even exploited in Europe,
Asia and Africa, where each nationality could be contained in a specific gecographical unit.
But in North America, there was a nced for a common language by which the Vatican could
address its fold that was made up of many nationalitics. As English was by far the dominant
language, it would be natural to encourage its usc.

The article 'Un Argument * provides an insight into where Omer Héroux stood in the
debate between French-Canadian nationalism and the supranationalsim of the Vatican at
that time. The fact that he even published an article that raised the question as to how the
hierarchy of the Catholic Church was trcating French-Canadians, would suggest that, unlike
Tardivel, who had becn ultramontane pure laine,” Omer Héroux was prepared to question
why he would have to chose between 'sa languc and sa foi.’

Héroux apparently was comfortable enough with Pere Hudon to write candidly about
the affair in a letter dated November 22, 1905. The tone of the letter was an indication that
although Héroux was a devoted son of the Church, he could not pretend that the threat from
the Irish Catholics to the Providential Mission of the French-Canadians, was not a scrious

problem. He was surprised that the article:

.. a valu unc lettre de blaime du Délégué Apostolique. Mgr. Sbarctti a

A1 ]bid.
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exprim¢é son mécontentement a Mgr.Bégin avec priere de nous le faire

connaitre.’ . . . Entre nous, Particle était fort et passablement vrai.?'?

Also because Omer Héroux was not devastated by receiving une lettre de blame’
from the apostolic delegate, would suggest that although he was a ‘catholique intégral,’ he
was not an ultramontane Catholic ’tout court.’ In a letter to Pere Théophile Hudon,
December 5, 1905, he claimed that ’La Réprimande de son excellence ne m’a pas beaucoup
affecté. Aussi, je vous dit, Mgr. Archevéque me I'a faux remise avec des adoucements.”?3

Five months after the death of Jules-Paul Tardivel, September 20, 1905, Paul who was
trying to build up his own personal credibility at La_Vérité, wrote to Mgr.Paul Bruchési,
archbishop of Montrcal, asking for his support. Bruchési answered that he gave it willingly
and addcd that he hoped that La Vérité would become a daily. Although Bruchési gave Paul
his support, he indicated that he also had confidence in Omer Héroux. The archbishop
claimed that he had had a concern for the direction that the newspaper might take under a
new dircctor, but he had been reassured with the appointment of Omer Héroux. *Je connais
personncliement votre rédacteur en chef (Omer Héroux) et je sais que nous pouvons
compter sur le rectitude de scs principes et son dévouement 2 la cause de I'Egise et de ses
droits. 2

The answer may have disappointed Paul, but the reply indicated that Héroux could

22 *Leuter from Omer Héroux to Pere Hudon, November 22, 1905.” ASJCF, Saint Jér6me, BO-27-8-12.

21 “Letter from Omer Héroux to Pere Théophile Hudon, December 6, 1905." ASJCF, Saint JérOme, BO-
27-8-13.

214 Cited in Mgr. Justin Févre, Vie et Travaux dc Jules-Paul Tardivel. Fondateur du Journal 'La Vérité
A Québeg, Paris: Arthur Savatte, Editeur, 1906. pp. 224-225.
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at least count on Mgr. Bruchési's support. Héroux responded quickly to the testimonial, by
thanking Mgr. Bruchési for his sollicitude. He took the opportunity to reinforee the need for
a daily Catholic newspaper in Montreal, as requested by the archbishop. Héroux wrote ‘un
journal quotidien catholique a Montréal, c’est le réve ardent de tous ccux qui préoccupent
notre avenir et qui voicnt quelles batailles nous aurons 2 livrer sur tous les terrains.'?!

Tension continued to mount betweeen Omer Héroux and Paul. On May 16, 1906,
Omer wrote to his fricnd abbé Lionel Groulx that his brother-in law had taken over the
directorship of La Vérité. Omer claimed that he was trying very hard not to look as though
he was passing judgement on Paul’s work. Once more Héroux expressed the importance of
setting up a Catholic daily in Montreal, he wrote 'si les canadiens frangais nc réussisscnt pas
a faire, d’ici quelques années, je ne dis pas un journal cssenticllement religicux, mais un
journal pour des gens intelligents et pénétré de I'esprit catholique, jc mc demande oﬁWous
irons.’2!¢

Héroux's uncomfortable position at La_Vérité was confirmed in a lcticr that he had
written on May 28 1906 to his good friend and collaborator Pere Théophile Hudon. He was
grateful for the encouragement that Hudon and others had given him. Héroux claimed that
it was due to the many words of sympathy from Hudon and others "pour que je ne sois pas
soussolé (sic) d'une situation qui a été assez ennuycusc.’?!?

Héroux’s opponents were kecping up the pressurc to have him removed. The most

215 Letter from Omer Héroux to Mgr.Paul Bruchési, February 28, 1906. Archives de la Chancelleric de
Montréal, Archidioctse, 780-034;906-5

216 *Letter from Omer Héroux to abbé Groulx, May 16, 1906." Centre dec Recherche Fondation Lionel
Groulx. (Not numbered).

27 *Letter from Omer Héroux to Ptre Théophile Hudon, May 28, 1906.’
ASJCEF, Saint JérOme, Bo-27-8-17.
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radical intransigent ultramontane faction of the clergy like Pere Grenier and intransigent
ultramontanc lay person like Dr. Couture, feared that some liberalism was creeping into La
Vérité. They felt that Paul, who had arrived from La Défense of Chicoutimi, January 1905,
could counteract the perceived liberalism in educational matters of Héroux and to a lesser
degree the liberalism of CJ. Magnan. In a letter dated September 11, 190628, Couture
contacted Pere Grenier to warn him of the immediate danger to the future of La Vérité.
Couturc cxpressed a fear that Paul, who had been at the newspaper a year, might not
become the director. He claimed that Madame Tarivel should be aware that La Vérité
should change its management, that circumstances were not the same as they were when
Tardivel was alive. Couture recognized that the intransigent ultramontanism of Tardivel was
no longer acceptable and that they should not ’faire de journalisme militant.’

Couturc wrote that Madame Tardivel had spent a week at the Lac (Commissaires)
with Héroux and his wife and that they had turned against Paul. Couture claimed that the
abbé Cinq Mars was going to speak to Madame Tardivel but he felt that the intervention of
Pere Turgeon would also be necessary if Paul was to become the major force in keeping La
Vérit¢ the way it was under J.P.T.(sic) Couture’s fear was reinforced when he heard that the
Messicurs de Séminaire (du Québec) were thinking of buying La Vérité. He closed by writing
that there was an immediate peril and one must act quickly.

The abbé Louis-Napoléan Cing-Mars, mentioned in the letter, was the curé at
Portneuf for thirty years, where Tardivel knew him and turned to him for advice and
encouragement. He shared Tardivel's love of the outdoors, sailing, fishing and hunting. As

Héroux abhored sports and Paul loved them, the abbé Cinq -Mars would have had another

28 *Letter from J.-A. Couture to Ptre Joseph Grenier, September 11 1906 ASJCF 4264-8
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reason to relate more to Paul, other than an ideological one.® There was no doubt that
Couture, Pere Grenier, the abbé Cinq-Mars and Pere Turgeon supported Paul.

About a week later, September 19, 1906, Couture reported to Pere Grenier that Paul
had regained Madame Tardivel’s confidence. However, Couture had becn speaking to a closc
family friend, who was well respected who had rendered the family many services over the
past years that had earned for him eternal recognition. Couture itcmized the f{riend's
observations to Madame Tardivel (1) that Héroux should be the dircctor; (2) that the
biography of Tardivel by Fevre™ contained many abominablc scatences; (3) that "tout le
monde se plaint de La Vérit¢ telle qu’elle est rédigé actuellement;’(4) and that everyone was
angry because onc had taken the management from Héroux. In spite of the fricnd's
recommendations, Couture seemed reassured that Paul would not be dismissed because he
wrote that Madame Tardivel apparently did not agrec with the friend’s interpretation and
defended both her late husband and Paul with vigour.?!

Couture apparently recognized that Héroux was not without influence becausc in the
same letter, he wrote that Mgr O.E.Mathieu??, Mgr C.O.Gagnon?® and lcs Mcssicurs

de I'Université (Laval) ’‘remuent cicl et terre pour qu'Héroux redevicnne dirccteur du

219 *Letter from J.-A.Couture to Pere Joseph Grenier, September 11, 1906.” op. cit., 4264-8.

20 Mgr. Justin Fevre, Vie et Travail de J.P. Tardivel. Fondateur du journal 'La VErit¢,’ 3 Qucébec. Paris:
Arthur Savatte, éditeur, 1906.

21 ’Letter from J.-A Couture to Pere Grenier, September 19 1906.” ASJCF, Saint -JérOme, 4264-9.

222 Archbishop Olivier-Elzéar Mathieu,(1853 -1929) Born in Quebec City; clevated 1o pricsthood in 1878
by Archbishop Taschereau; one year sojourn in Rome; taught philosophyand was rector for nine years of Laval
University; appointed Bishop of Regina in 1911 until his death.

23 Mgr. C.O. Gagnon, Sce Pierre Savard, Julcs-Paul Tardivel- La France ct Les Etats-Unis; Gagnon acted
as liason between Archbishop Bégin and Tardivel, over the latter’s attack on Judge Adolphe-Basile Routhier,
p-100; upheld Tardivel in supporting the International Anti-Masonic Congress in Paris 1896, p.292; he was close
enough to the family to be chosen to bless ’la fosse’ on the death of Tardivel.p.450.
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journal.” Couturc cnded the letter by claiming that because Madame Tardive] was just a
woman they could not count on her. Couture did not give Madame Tardivel enough
credit for her ability to manage a very difficult anu scnsitive family business matter and at
the same time maintain harmony in the family circle while being bombarded on all sides with
conflicting opinions.

The controversy between Paul and Omer was a return to the old battles of the
intransigent ultramontanes and the more fiberal ultramontancs - the old battle between Mgr.
Lafleche and Mgr.Taschercau of the last decade of the nineteenth century. Only tkis time,
because of the support from the Mathicu, Gagnon and the faculty of Laval, Héroux appeared
to be on the side of the liberal ultramontanes.

If' Paul had hoped that Héroux might leave La Vérité to form a daily newspaper
clsewhere, he was (o be disappointed. In a letter, from Couture to Pere Grenier, of
November 16, 1906, Couture claimed that Héroux had admitted that he was not leaving to
become director of the a new Catholic newspaper. 'Il dit assez clairement qu'il ne sera pas
fond¢ un tel journal.’?

Tension began to mount between Paul and Magnan. On December 10, 1906,
Couture reported to Grenier that there was a disagreement about the contents of
L'Instruction publique of C.J. Magnan. Couture told Grenier that Paul did not agree with the
ideas sct forward by Magnan, and that he would do everything possble to prevent the ideas
being aceepted by the public. Magnan had asked for a retraction of the negative article that

had appeared in La Vérité. Paul claimed, as an excuse for his criticism, that he had merely

24 *Lenter from Doctor J.A. Couture 1o Pere Joscph Grenier Scptember 19, 1906." ASJICF, Saint JérOme,
42649,

2% Letter from Doctor J.A.Couture to Ptre Joseph Grenicr, November 16, 1906." ASJCF, Saint Jérome,
4204-11,




quoted from Fevre's book on J.P. Tardivel, who rejected all liberalism.

Couture explained to Grenier why it was impossible for Paul not to publish the
retraction without breaking windows and causing quarrels for all. Paul would be risking the
1555 of his mother’s support and the advantages that had been gained picee by picee. Paul
would find himsell alone confronting Madame Tardivel and Magnan, whose opinions
Madame Tardivel respected and also Héroux, who would be supported by his wife Alice.

Couturc pointed out another factor. Since Héroux was not counting on the
directorship of Le Nationaliste or on the formation of a Catholic newspaper in Montreal or
Quecbec, he had begun again to plot with Madamec Tardivel to take over La Vérité. But, as
Couture explained, she had held firm up until now, but since she was only a woman, was
subject to changes of opinion.

Couture admitted that aside from Magnan’s position on education, the latter had
adopted all of J.P. Tardivel’s ideology. But as a civil scrvant of the State, he could not say
or write any other way unless he was prepared 1o give up his position at I'Ecole normale and
the publication of his journal. In the past, he usually supported Paul against Héroux and he
would do it again,?

On the same day, December 10, 1906,22, Paul wrote a letter to Pere Grenicer, on
the identical subject of Magnan’s L'Instruction publique. The fetter also exposed the level
of hostility that existed between Héfoux and Paul. It is difficult to understand how Madame
Tardivel was able to maintain family peace under those conditions. Paul wrote that he was

going to counteract indirectly Magnan's position by publishing Mgr. Fevre's biography of

24 Letter from Doctor J.A. Couture to Pere Joseph Grenicr, December 10, 1906.” ASICF Saint Jérome,

4264-13.

27 'Letter fom Paul Tardivel to Pere Joseph Grenicer, December 10, 1906, ASICF Saint JerOme, 4264-12.
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Tardivel, that cxposed the dangers of liberalism in educational matters.

In that letter Paul expressed how insecure he felt in his position at La Vérité. He
wrote that he had to be carcful because 'si demain je me trouve a avoir les autres
proprictaires contre moi, Héroux reprendra I'avantage.” Paul could not always count on his
mother's support. Paul wrote that for his mother, Magnan had replaced his father. When
Héroux had him on his side, Paul claimed that he counted for nothing. But fortunately for
now, Magnan was with him, 'il m'a aidé a prendre la direction du journal.” However Paul
protested that Héroux was always trying to regain his lost control. Madame Tardivel had
agreed with Héroux, when he "a rappelé a sa femme, que j'oubliais Jes volontés de papa en
m’occupant de faire la rédaction. Je devrais m’occuper de I'administration et faire dc la
collaboration d’occasion.'?®

Paul was also objecting to the fact that Héroux was posing as the director among his
fricnds. Héroux had assurcd the abbés at the Séminaire that he would not publish anything
about the Fevre's book in La_Vérité. Héroux also told them that he had discussed the book
with Paul. However, Paul wrote that ’il (Héroux) n’a jamais cu le courage de protester.” Paul
was probably accuratc in stating that Héroux never approached the subject openly because
Héroux avoided controversy on a personal level all his life.

Paul claimed that he was sick and needed additional help with the administration,
which the family had refused. He alerted Grenicr that Héroux and his friends at the
S¢minaire wer: biding their time, hoping that Paul would give up the struggle because of his
illness.

This time the controversy was proving too much for Madame Tardivel. As Paul

terminated the letter, she had requested the help of notary Roy, who was 'un ami enragé de

28 1bid,
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Héroux,’ to look over Tardivel's will. According to Paul, his father had told his wife to
arrange that Paul take over after his death. Paul als;o claimed that these facts had been
confirmed by Doctor Couture and by C.J.M.(sic). However, Paul could not talk to his mother
about it because she told cvery thing to Héroux. Onc solution, Paul pointed out, was to buy
his mother’s shares, but he lacked the money. In the meantime, he would make surc that no
one clse got control. Paul had confidence in his ability to take over. "L'agent de La VEritg,
je suis devenu directeur, il me restc a assurer mon succes.” He then asked for advice as to
how to guarantce that the program of the founder 'soit suivi intégralement.™

By Dccember 29, 1906, Paul was being criticized by Pere Grenier for not doing
cnough. Paul responded that he resented his negative comments because he was doing his
best in a difficult and painful situation. Aftcr all, he wrote that it was not his fault that "papa’
on the advice of a few, "avait choisi O.H. comme son successeur.’ Paul once more expressed
the fear that 'Le jour ou j'aurai tous les intéressés contre moi, je perdrai tout controle.” Paul
felt that he was looked upon as a usurper and if cveryone was against him, he would losc
control.?®

On January 16, 1907,%! Paul rcported to Pere Grenier that he had 'unc grosse,
grosse nouvelle,’ that Mgr. C.0.Gagnon had come in the name of an anonymous committee,
to buy La Vérité. Paul told him that for his part, it was not for salc but that hc would pass
on the request to the others. Paul wrote that he had consulted Mgr.Cing-Mars and Couture,
who advised him to ask for the offer in writing. Mgr. Gagnon said that the dircction of La

Vértié would be changed but that Paul and Héroux "trouveraient de la besogne dans leur

29 Tbid.
20 | etter from Paul Tardivel to Pere Grenier, December 29, 1906, ASJCF, Saint JErOme, 4264-14.
1 L etter from Paul Tardivel to Pere Grenier, January 16, 1907." ASICF, Saint J¢rOme, 4265-2.
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boutique.” Paul felt that the offer was made to negate Mgr. Justin Fevre, whose biography
of Tardivel, had painted a very negative picture of the hierarchy of the clergy in Quebec, and
in particular the late Cardinal Taschercau.®? Paul reported that Mr.and Mrs. Héroux would
never consent to scll but Héroux 'ne veut pas sc¢ prononcer et se contente de dire que ce que
je lerai scra bien fait.'?3
In view of the confiict that was going on behind the scenes between Paul and Héroux,
| Héroux was once more demonstrating his reluctance to get into any open confrontation. One
rcason why Héroux may have avoided any unpleasantness and allowed Paul to make the
decision was the fact that Bourassa must have alrcady made overtures to him to be part of
a tcam 1o sct up a daily in Montreal. In a letter from Bourassa to Mgr. Bruchési, dated May
9 1907, he remarked that due to Bruchési’s past encouragement, he had prepared a
prospectus on the new daily. He also wanted to inform the Archbishop that he had received
the confirmation from Omer Héroux that he would join him. Bourassa must have becn aware
that .he prestige of Héroux would give credibility to his proposal to Archbishop Bruchési or
he v Huld not have included his name in his presentation.

Chanoinc Emile Roy, Chancellor to the Archbishop of Montreal, knew that he could
count on Héroux to support positions taken by the Church. When the Liberals, encouraged
by the financial support of the Andrew Carncgic’s grant, agitated for a public library in
Montrcal about 1900, the hierarchy of the Church opposed the concept as a potential threat

to the morals of its tflock. Omer Héroux, who had been at the Le Journal at the time,

2 For more information on the controversy surrounding the publication of Tardivel’s biography by Mgr.
Justin Fevre, see Pierre Savard, Jules-Paul Tardivel-La France ct les Etats-unis, op. cit., pp.450-457.

2 "Letter from Paul Tardivel to Ptre Joseph Grenicer, January 16, 1907." ASIFC, Saint JérOme, 4265-2.

™M Leuer from Henri Bourassa to Mgr. Paul Bruchési, May 9, 1907." Archives de la Chancellerie de
Montrc€al, 780-034, 907-18a.
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reported on the procecedings in such a way as to ncutralize the project by supporting the
position taken by the hierarchy of the clergy.

Héroux must have been recognized as a competent journalist by his peers at this
stage of his carcer. At the same time as Bourassa was using HCroux’s name to gain support
from Mgr. Bruchési for his projected daily newspaper in Montreal, Héroux's old friend
Amédée Denault was also using Héroux’s name to give credibility to his new project. Denault

had appealed to Mgr. Bruchési for his support to expand his L'’Ami du Colon into a "semi-

quotidicn,'(sic) and rcname it Le Pionnier. He added a postscript to his letter that read
’peut-étre ai-je omis de dire a Votre Grandeur que, si le projet Natiopaliste faisait long feu,
j'aurais comme collaboratcur, ou plutdt co-dirccteur avee résidence a Montréal, pour le
nouveau Pionnier, mon confrere et bon ami M.Omer Héroux,'2%

As early as Fcbruary, 1907, Denault thought that the time was right to expand the
influence of his newspaper by publishing more often, bi-weckly and then’semi-quotidien.'(sic)
He wrote a letter® and sent a prospectus®® to Mgr. Bruchési requesting a declaration
of his support. On March 6, 1907, Mgr Bruchési supported his proposal claiming that he
would be remiss if he did not approve 'une ocuvre qui me parait comme un véritable
apostolat.’® By April 1, 1907, Denault sent another proposal to Mgr. Bruchési, in which

Denault claimed that they were to usc the base of L'Ami du Colon to publish a 'semi-

35 See Le Journal, January 2, October 7, October 9, October 15 and November 13, 1902,

26 * etter from Amédée Denault (Nomininguc) to Mgr. Paul Bruchési,(Montreal), April 10, 1907." ACAM
780-034-907-10-a.

27 °Letter From Amédée Denault to Mgr. Paul Bruchési, February 28, 1907." ACAM, 780-034,9)7-6a.

28 Amédée Denault, ’Appendice. Le Journal dont il s’agit. Son caracitre - son opportunite.’ February 20,
1907. ACAM, 780-034, 907-6¢.

29 *Letter frcm Mgr Paul Bruchési to Amédée Denault, March 6, 1907.” ACAM, 780-034-9%)7-6b.
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quotidicn ‘(sic) starting Junc 1, 1907. The new title would be Le Pionnicr, with the sub-title
’Ami du Colon and Démocrate Chrétien. It was to be "comme organe indépendant, a la
mentalité foncitrement catholique, de *Propagande sociale chréticnne ainsi que de Défense
patriotique et religicuse,”"40

Having reccived the prospectus, Mgr. Bruchési questioned the use of the word
'Démocrate Chréticn, qui pourra paraitre suspecte.” He admitted that the word 'democrate
'was in voguce clsewhere but 'il n'a guere de signification pour nous.’” He also wonderd why
it was nccessary to add ‘et de défense catholique,’ after the words "un journal de propagande
sociale chrétienne et patriotique.” Mgr. Bruchési recommended that it would be better to
write ' un journal de propagande catholique, sociale et patriotique.’!

Denault answered Mgr.Bruchési’s letter by defending his position. Denault claimed
that suggested sub-titles would only reflect the traditions of L'Ami du Colon, the predecessor
of the new Le Pionnicr. He then tried to explain the term 'Démocrate Chrétien’ Denault
admitted that it lengthened the title but the words inferred 'un résumé adéquat de tout son
programe d’action sociale.

Denault pointed out that he was using the expression 'Démocrate Chrétien’ in the
same sense as in the encyclical of Leo XI11I on Démocratie Chrétiennc, in the same sense as
with the Motu Propris of Pic X, 'Pleno I'animo.’ Under those conditions, the expression took
on real meaning and how could it be considered 'suspecte.’

Dcnault, who from the contents of the original Le Pionnicr, was perceived as being

morc of an cconomic nationalist than an ultramontane nationalist, was stating a rather

0 Amédéc Denault, 'Prospectusde La Coopérative de Publicationdes Laurentides, ACAM, 780-034-907-
10b.

“t*Letter from Mgr.Paul Bruchési to Amédée Denault, April 16, 1907 ACAM, 780-134-907-11a.
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unpopular position at the turn of the century, when the word ‘democrate’ might infer a
socialist, whose idecology was condecmned by the Church. However Denault did substitute the
expression "Démocrate Chrétien’ for onc that was suggested by the Archbishop of Quebeg,
’Organe d’action sociale catholique ct patriotique.'*?

The correspondence on the issue of a sub-title for a newspaper like L' Ami du Colon,
with limited circulation, was another cxample of how carctully the clergy monitored cvery
word that was published. Omer Héroux's expericnee with the article 'Un Argument” would
have cnabled him to share Denault’s concerns in trying to balance an opinion honestly
arrived at with one that was at odds with the hierarchy of the Church.

By November 1907, L'Ami du_Colon was still a weekly. Omer Héroux wrote to

Denault claiming that Denault’s project was great but he felt pessimistic about trying to make
the weekly into ’semi-quotidien.’(sic) Héroux claimed that even with a brilliant cditor, the
circulation was too limited, the information too incomplete and too late in publication to
attract the large readership of twenty to thirty thousand, that was nccessary for success.
Héroux confided in Amédée Decnault that he had alrcady been in contact with
Bourassa over the formation of a Catholic daily in Montreal. He wrote "Et pourtant, il
faudrait 2 Montréal un grand journal libre, de mentalité catholique! Chaque jour aceroit
I'urgence de cette fondation.” Omer wrote that he had hoped that there would be onc in
Quebec City, but that he was 'dchors du projet.” Héroux then informed Denault that Le
Nationalistc may be expanded in Montrcal to become a daily, under the direction of

Bourassa and friends. However Héroux added that "Laffaire n'cst pas sur picd, ¢t nous

#2 'Leiter from Amédée Denauit to Mgr. Paul Bruch€si, April 18, 1907 ACAM, 780-034-97-11b.
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n'avons pas {cru?) a propos encore, d'cn parler aux autorités religicuses.”?

Denault must have been discouraged by the lack of encouragement from Héroux. On
top of which, he must have asked Héroux to join him because Héroux closed the letter by
writing 'Merci de votre proposition et de votre confiance. Mille Regrets de ne pouvoir
donner unc réponsc satisfaisant.’

However, Mgr. Louis-Nazaire Bégin, archbishop of Quebec, had already made
overtures to establish his Catholic daily newspaper as carly as January 1907, as was
previously noted.? Héroux 's letter to Denault identified that it was still not a fact before
November, 1907. However, the decision from the hicrarchy of the Church to recruit Héroux
must have been made about this time because by November 2, (1907), Héroux wrote to Pere
Hudon on I'Action sociale stationery asking him to collaborate with 'le journal [qui] paraitra
asscz 1Ot

The opportunity to be involved in  'Action sociale, came at a propitious time for
Héroux. The working conditions at La Vérité must have become more and more frustrating
for him. He had not only had to contend with all the pressures of producing a newspaper,
that Jules-Paul Tardivel had expericenced, such as limited funds, changing political climate and
new technology in publishing but he also had to contend with the bchind the scencs
manocuvring that was going on by the intransigent ultramontancs to replace him.

Omer Héroux’s frustrations must have been compounded because he had been

recently approached by other newspapers, that would have appreciated his journalistic ability.

2 "Letter from Omer Héroux to Amédée Dénault, November n.d., 1907, AUL, copy at Fondation Lionel
Groulx, no accession number.

4 Ibid.
2% ’Letter from Paul Tardivel 1o Grenier, January 16, 1907." op. cit., 4264-14.
3¢ “Leuer from Omer Héroux to Pere Théophile Hudon, November 2 ,(no year).” ASJICF, BO-223-130.
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Olivar Asselin at Le Nationalistc, Henri Bourassa for his proposcd newspaper Le Devoir.
and Amédée Denault for L'Ami du colon. However, he felt tied to La_Vérité for two reasons,
one by his committment to Jules-Paul, who had entrusted his newspaper to him and by his
marriage to Tardivel's daughter Alicc.

The solution to his problem came when Mgr.Bégin responded to the necd expresssed
by bishops all over Quebec to create a daily Catholic press that would ‘faire contrepoids &
ces productions malsaincs et donner a [lcur] peuple des lecturces séricuses, morales, propres
a alimenter la piété, a développer scs connaissances.”™ Although the Catholic press in
Quebec generally was not anti-clerical as in Europe, according to Mgr. Bégin,'c’est la presse
qui véhicule le socialisme chez les ouvriers et lesidées magonniques dans ['élite.??

At the instigation of Bégin, sometime about January 15, 1907, Mgr. C.-O. Gagnon
approached the owners of La_V¢rité, in the name of an anonymous committee to buy the
newspaper as the official organ of the archbishop. At that time, La_V¢rit¢ was not for sale
because of the concerns of the ultramontanc Doctor Couture and Pere Grenier who were
fearful that the idcology of the newspaper under the more liberal Catholicism of Les
Messieurs du Séminaire, would be changed.® On March 31, 1907, Mgr.Bégin cntrusted
Mgr.Paul-Eugene Roy with the responsibility of sctting up a daily Catholic newspaper in
Quebec City. >0

The logistics of the problem of setting up 'Action sociale have been interpreted by

27 Jean Hamelin and Nicole Gagnon, dirigée par Nive Voisine, Histoire du_catholicisme québecois. Le
XXe sikcle, op.cit., pp.209-210.

28 Mgr. L.-N. Bégin, 'Lettres Pastorales,” 31 mars 1907. Cited in Hamelin and Gagnon, Histoire dy
catholicisme québecois, op, cit., p.211.

 See letter from Paul Tardivel to Pére Grenier, Scptember 11 1906, op. cit,, 4264-8.

#0 Hamelin, Gagnon, Voisine, op.cit., p.210.
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many authors, among whom arc Robert Rumilly,®' Hamelin-Gagnon®? and Richard
Jones.®* Paul Tardivel also recorded his interpretation of the founding of I'Action

sociale.2* As both Paul and Omer had access to the same information, Paul’s version would

probably be the one with which Omer Héroux would have been most familiar.

Paul Tardivel claimed that abbé P.-E. Roy, who had been instructed by Cardinal
Bégin to assemblc a tcam to sct up the Catholic daily, had chosen Doctor Jules Dorion,
(1870-1939) an old classmate as director and J.-L.-K. Laflamme, a Franco-American
journalist from La Tribunc of Woonsocket, as editor-in chicf. When the choices were made
public, the rcaction was that, in spite of their many talents, neither Dorion or Laflamme had
the expertise to run a daily newspaper. "Le Cardinal et I'Archévéque lancent un SOS au ciel.
La réponsc vint: Omer Héroux. La graine de journaliste catholique n’a pas germée. Les
journalistes politiques ont tout étouffé. Scul Omer Héroux n’a pas été contaminé’. 2

According to Paul Tardivel, Mgr.C.-O. Gagnon came to him to ask if Héroux could
be spared from La V¢érit€. Paul answered 'Personnellement, je ne puis rien refuser 3 mon
cardinal et 2 mon archévéque,’ but it was up the rest of the owners, Madame Tardivel and

Omer and Alice Héroux. Madame Héroux decided to let Paul and CGmer make the decision.

¥ Robert Rumilly, Histoire de la province de Québec, op. cit., Vol. XIII, pp 117-120.

#2 Hamelin, Gagnon, op. cit., pp 209-212.

2 Richard Jones, L'id¢ologic de I' Action catholique, 1917-1939, Québec: Les Presses de I'Université Laval,
1974. Héroux is not mentioned among the personalities involved in the founding of Action sociale,

2 Jean Tardivel, op. cit., pp.106-108.

#% Jean Tardivel, op. cit., p.107.



From Héroux's point of view, it would havc provided an out for him, without having

to betray the trust that Jules-Paul had placed in him. Another reason was the fact that the
family ties with the Tardivels had been severed with the death on Junc 11, 1907, of his wifc,

Alice Tardivel. Paul recorded what Héroux answered to the proposal:

Vous me faitcs un grand honncur, je suis touch€ de la marque de confiance
que me témoignent le Cardinal et Mgr. Roy. Vous savez le lien ¢troit qui
m’attache a la famille Tardivel et & La Vérité. Un mourant m’a confi¢ unc
mission, je suis devenu son fils. Paul a encorc besoin de moi, permettez Mgr.
que je me retire . . . je laisse Paul discuter I'affaire avec vous . . . sa décision
sera la mienne. Si j'accepte ce sera a deux conditions: je devrai continuer a
aider mon jeune beau-frere et 'autre ce scra celle que j'ai faitc & Jules-Paul
lors de mon engagement. Je ne suis pas libre. Quand j'étais a La Patric, j'ai
donné ma parole & Henri Bourassa: je scrai son assistant quand il réussira &
fonder son journal. Un jour, ma carriere doit se¢ poursuivre & Montréal. Ma

femme le sait et courageusement me suivra.®¢

As Paul had indicated that he could not refuse any request from his Cardinal,
Mgr.Gagnon assumed that the way was cleared for Héroux to assume his new dutics. Paul
added that a promising carecr was opcning up for Héroux as the cditor of a great Catholic

newspaper. At the same time, Paul was plcased that La Vérité was to continuc as a weekly.

It is interesting to note that Paul felt free to refuse his Cardinal when the sale of La

26 Jean Tardivel, op. cit, pp.107-108.
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V(rité was the issue but was happy to comply when it involved the removal of Héroux from
the seene. Paul’s decision would be casy because as the earlier correspondence indicated, his
role would be simplificd without the presence of Héroux. Paul Tardivel continued as director

of La Vérité until its demisc in 1923.

Omer Héroux joined I'Action sociale, but only as a stopgap until Henri Bourassa was
able to combinc all the necessary elements to begin publishing Le Devoir, on January 10
1910, a daily Catholic ncwspaper in Montreal. Although Bourassa had mentioned to Mgr.
Bruchési that Omer Héroux would become the editor-in chief, Bourassa assumed the duties
as dircctor and cditor-in-chicf because Olivar Asselin, who also joined the staff, refused to
serve under Omer Héroux. Nincteen hundred and ten was the zenith of Omer Héroux’s
carcer. He was marricd for the second time to a professional musician, Bernadette Dufresne.
He had built a prestigious home in Outremont, Quebec, where he could entertain his
colleagues with style. But most important, his desire to work for a Catholic daily newspaper,

run by the laity, had been realized®’.

#7 Héroux had also expressed a desire for a truly Catholic newspaper, to his confrere Joseph-G Gélinas,
letter dated "début de décembre, 1895, Archives of Trois-Rivitres, C3, H41; to Mgr. Paul Bruchési, February
28, 1906, Archives de la Chancellerie, Montréal, 780-034, 906.5; to the abbS Lionel Groulx, May 16, 1906,
Fondation Lionel Groulx; to Amédéc Denault, May 24, and November, 1907, July 27, 1909, Archives de
I'Université Laval.
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CONCLUSION

The purpose of the thesis was to identify how the life of Omer Héroux from 1904-
1908 could have been affected by the religio-political conflict that was inhcrent when French-
Canadian nationalism had to exist with a Roman Catholicism that incorporates
supranationalism.

Long before Omer Héroux joined La Vérité he had become aware of the protiems
of living within the religio-political system that had evolved in Quecbec. At his home in Saint-
Barnabé-Nord, Omer Héroux had witnessed the ostracism of his father Louis-Dolor, because
he was a Liberal at the time of Honoré Mercicr. Mercier was trying to establish his Parti
National in a stronghold of Conservatism. Omer Héroux had scen the paradox of a Liberal
French-Canadian nationalist Honoré Mercier, who rallied the French-Canadian around ihe
slogan, *Cessons les luttes fratricies. Unisson-nous,” supported by the ultramontanc Jesuits,
who were supranational. Héroux had also witnessed how Mercier was deserted by his cicrical
friends even by thosc who benefitted by his political overtures to the scitle the Jesuits’
Estates Question. The political battles that took place in the riding of Saint-Mauricic left
Héroux with a distaste for partisan politics that lasted all his life.”®

As Omer Héroux's father was also a liberal Catholic in the ultramontane Catholic
bastion of the intransigent and even fanatic ultramontane Mgr.Louis-Frangois Lalleche, Dolor
was refused the sacrements from the local priest. Omer Héroux learned very carly the price
to pay for challenging the authority of the Church.

When Héroux left his paternal home which was Liberal in politics and liberal in

28 Nadine -Josette-Chaline, René Hardy, Jean Roy, La Normandic ¢t lc Québeg vus du presbyttre, Rouen:
L'Universit¢ de Rouen, 1987. See pp. 141-143 for elections in the County cf Saint Maurice ¢.1891. Sce p.150
for the local curé’s interpretation of Mcrcicr and the Jesuits.
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Catholicism to attend first the school run by the ultramontane Freres des Ecoles chrétiennes 29
and then the Séminaire Saint-Joseph dc Trois-Rivitres, he was cntering institutions that
reflected the Conservative and ultramontanc ideology of Mgr.Lafleche. The educational
system also reflected tne nationalism of the Bishop of Trois-Rivitres. Mgr. Lalleche's
nationalism called for a return to an old conservative, traditional socicty. The fact that his
nationalism linked the French languagc with the Roman Catholic religion presented a
problem for the Vatican that maintains that it is above nationalism.

Héroux’s stay at the Christian Brother’s School took place shortly after the visit from
Frere Réticius,? who had reinforced the ultramontanism of his Canadian Brothers. He
warned them of the dangers of liberalism, which he had experienced first hand in France.

Omer Héroux's years at Le Séminaire coincided with the time that Mgr. Latleche's
credibility in the Diocesc of Trois-Rivieres was being challenged. All controversics between
liberal and ultramontanc Catholics, that had been referrred to Rome for a decision, had gone
against the Bishop and in favour of libcral Catholicism. Mgr. Lafltche would have exploited
any opportunity to extoll the virtues of ultramontanism and emphasized the dangers of
liberalism. Héroux would have had to face another dilemma that while liberal Catholicism
was not acceptable in the ultramontanc Trois-Rivieres Diocese, the ultramontanism of Mgr.
Lafleche was no longer acceptable to Rome.

Omer Héroux's journalistic carcer began in 1896, at Le Trifluvien and Le Mouvement

29 Nive Voisine, Les Freres des Ecoles chrétienncs au Canada. T.I: La conquéic de 'Amérique (1837-
1880). Québec: Anne Sigier, 1987.

%0 Francois de Lagrave, 'L¢ mandat tumultucux d’un visitcur provindial: le friere Réticius, f.e.c. (188(0)-
1886),'in Nive Voisine, Jean Hamelin, Les Ultramontains Canadiens-Frangais. Montr¢al: BorCal Express, 1985.
Chapt. X.
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catholigue. Both ncwspapers werc run by Pierr. Mcleod, a Conservative and
ultramontanc.® With the clection of federal and provincial Liberal governments, the
newspapers lost their political patronage. With the dcath of Mgr. Lafleche, they lost their
ultramontanc mentor. Héroux once more found himself associated with pecople whose power
and prestige were on the wane, threatened by the rise of new authorities.

The invitation to come to Montreal to join Le Journal, that had beer: founded on
Dccember 16 1899, was opportune. However, Héroux who had left the protective
atmospl ere of uitramontanism in Trois-Rivicres had to adapt to an environment that
encompassed a broad spectrum of ideologies. Héroux also came face to {ace with every type
ol French-Canadian nationalist. The goals of the nationalists never wavered only their
mcthod of attaining them varicd. The diffcrent approaches to nationalism were also
compoundcd by the many interpretations of Roman Catholicism, from the intransigent and
cven fanatic ultramontane to the most liberal Catholic.Omer Héroux's move to Montreal ir:
1900 would have introduced him to all the combinations and permutations possible between
French-Canadian nationalism and Roman Catholicism. He would have been reintroduced to
the Liberal political and liberal Catholic world of his father, Dolor.

By the time that Omer Héroux joined the newspaper La Vérité in Quebec City in
1904, he was arriving at onc of the remaining pockets of the intransigent ultramontanism. If
the sociologist Nicole Gagnon is correct in stating that 'I'Eglise québecoise de 1898 est sans
doubt ultramontane; celle de 1910, 2 mon sens, nc I'est pas,?? then the ultramontanes

were in transition and on the defensive. Héroux would once more be in a position of having

1 L'Abbé Henri Vallée, ptre, Les Journaux Trifluviens de 1817-1933. Les Trois-Rivitres: Les éditions du
Bicn Public, 1933."Le Trifluvien,” pp.50-S8.

¥ Guy Laperritre, 'Les Ultramontains,’ RS, Vol.XXVII, 1, 1986, p.98.
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to fight for a cause, that was losing general support.

It would be difficult to define with precision what form Omer Héroux's nationalism
tock before he joined La Vérité in 1904. He was not a leader in any arca. His contribution
to French-Canadian nationalism was to support, encourage and publicize the activities of the
others. Héroux's ability to remain on good terms with his {ellow French-Canadian nationalists
might have resulted from the fact that in the past he had become aware that no matter what
side he seemed to rcpresent, it fell prey to some circumstance that placed him on the
defensive. Perhaps by not identiiying with any particular approach, he would not have to
defend his position in defiance of another.

Héroux’s position within thec Roman Catholic Church is casicr to deline because of
his rejection of any approach to French-Canadian nationalism that incorporated the liberal
concept of free, compulsory education in the hands of the laity. He advocated an clitist
system of education controlicd by the clergy. However, his more libcral approach to
accepting others who were liberal Catholics would suggest that he was not an intransigent
ultramontane.

With Héroux's move to Quebec City in 1904 to work for Jules-Paul Tardivel at La
Vérité, he was returning to the ultramontanc idcology of the nincteenth century. He soon
became aware that even if he had left behind the struggles that cxisted between the currents
of liberal and ultramontanc Catholicism in Montrcal, he was now forced to cope with a new
struggle. Héroux's nationalism and Roman Catholicism were now bcing subjected to the
nuances and tension that existed within the world of ultramonianism, itsclf.

Héroux was returning to a newspaper and owner, who believed that French-Canadian
nationalism could only be preserved by reverting to the traditional, ordered, hicrarchal and

respectful socicty that submitted in all arcas of lifc te the Church. Tardivel belicved in the
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Providential Mission of the French-Canadians to spread christianity in the New World. He
also belicved in using the parliamentary system to enact legislation favourable to achieving
that goal. By the time Héroux joined La Vérité, Tardivel had rejected Confederation in
favour of Quchec’s scparation from Canada. He was anti-semitic, anti-frecmasons and anti-
English, prepared to tolerate them only as long as no contacts were made between the races.
Tardivel, like Héroux, rejected partisan politics that divided the French-Canadians. Even
Tardivel was not free from the internecine struggles of the ultramontanes. After devoting his
whole life to the cause of French-Canadian nationalism, Tardivel was challenged by one of
his closc [riends, Ernest Gagnon, on the flag issue, claiming that Tardivel could not speak for
French-Canada because his mother was English.2

However, there was no doubt that French-Canadian nationalism would take second
placc to Catholicism in Tardivel's idcology.?* He was an intransigent, cven fanatic,
ultramontanc. He would obey the directives of the Vatican without question. As the Vatican
in this period had declared that English should be the vehicle of Catholicism in North
Amcrica, it must have presented a dilemma for Tardivel. 26

Omer Héroux's ideologies of nationalism and Roman Catholicsm would also have
come under the influence of Tardivel’s old friends, intransigent ultramontanes of the
nincteenth century. Mcen like Pere Joseph Grenier, Pere Pierre Zacharie Lacasse, the abbé
Georges Dugas, Doctor Joseph-Alphonse Couture. Letters between Grenier, Dugas, Couture
and Paul Tardivel Icft no doubt that even intransigent ultramontanes were not free from

constant scrutiny for 'les mauvaiscs idées.’

¥ Jean Tardivel, op. cit, p.55.
4 Réal Bélanger, 'Le Ultramontanisme de Jules-Paul Tardivel, op. cit.
¥ Roberto Perin, Rome in Canada, op. cit.
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After Tardivel died, the ideology of the other members of the Tardivel family would
be an influencing factor in the life of Omer Héroux. Charles-Joseph Magnan, marricd to
Isabella daughter of Jules-Paul, was an important and respected member of the family. He
had replaced Jules-Paul as the head of the family in the cyes of Madame Tardivel. Magnan
advanced the cause of French-Canadian nationalism by improving the cducational standard
in the province of Quebec. Because he was aceepted both by the laity and the clergy, he
bridged the gap between the uitramontanc concept of control by the clergy wver education
and the concept of the government assuming the responsibility tor funding without the clergy
losing control. He, like Omer Héroux, was one of the new breed of lay persons who
answcred the call of Leo XIII to approach their profession as a priestly duty. Even though
Magnan had becn accepted by the clergy, he was still carclully scrutinized by the

intransigent ultramontanes, such as Pere Grenicr. Even though Moa Premicr Livre had been

authorized by the clergy when it was first published, both he and Omer Heéroux, who had
reviewed it favourably, were chasticized for condoning its liberal content.

The correspondence between the ultramontancs showed that neither Cmer Héroux
nor Magnan would ever be allowed to live down their past association with the liberals. In

the case of Omer Héroux, it was his liberal father Dolor, in the case of Magnan, he had

started his carecr as the editor of La Paix, an organ of the Liberal Mercicer.

While Magnan considcred himself to be a liberal Catholic,? the ultramontancs
were criticising him for being too liberal. At the same time, liberal Catholics, like Godfroy
Langlois and Olivar Asselin were not sympathetic to Magnan’s concept of liberal Catholicism,

as they viewed Magnan as ’lc grand pontifc de lignorance’ ct "Tapotre de

266 *Letter from Grenicr to Paul Tardivel, April 23, 1907. op. cit.
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"Tobscurantisme.™?

To a much lcsser degree, Omer Héroux would have come in contact with Joseph
Bégin, who was marricd to Albertine Tardivel. There was no problem in deiermining where
he stood cither as a nationalist or a Roman Catholic. Bégin used his newspaper La_Croix,
to violently attack any clement that he perceived to be a threat to French-Canadian
nationalism. These clements included the Jews, the Protestants and the freemasons. Bégin's
attacks against the English were condemned by Mgr. Bruchési, when the Irish Catholics were
included in the tirade.?® Omer Héroux would be forced to recognize that the position of
the Irish Catholics, who used English, was defended by the hierarchy of the Church. It would
once more make him aware that the Vatican was supporting English as the vehicle of
Catholicism in North Amcrica. This presented a threat to the concept that it was the French-
Canadians who had the mandate to sprcad Catholicism across North America.

Mgr. Bruchési may have been concerned about the extreme positions taken by Joseph
Bégin becausc Bégin was an intransigent ultramontane and fanatic. However, the
correspondence revealed that even ultramontanes like Pere Grenier did not support Bégin.
It would appcar that it was impossible to achicve a level of credibility and trust within the
altramontanc group. Onc could be accused of being too liberal or too ultramontane if
opinions that were expressed did not conform to the group that still existed at La Vérité.

However, it was Paul Tardivel, who played the major rolc in Héroux's life while he
was at La VErité from 1904-1908. While Paul and Omer were both working for the cause of
French-Canadian  nationalism, through the wusual nationalist organizations, through

colonization and through better control of the financial institutions, Paul was also a cultural

*? Rumilly, Histoire de 1a_Province, op.cit,, Vol. XVI, p.15, Vol. XI1Lp.12.
8 Correspondence at ACAM, op. cit.
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and sociai French-Canadian nationalist. He supported penal reform, set up camps for
children and took an interest in sctting up Caisses populaires to serve the need of small
depositors. Paul and Omer’s mutual interests should have create a strong bond beween them,
however their relationship was strained because Paul wanted to take over the direction of
La V¢rit€ after the death of his father. Paul was an ultramontane Catholic but whether he
was an intransigent ultramontane is not clcar. He was prepared to publish the biography of
his facher by the intransigent Mgr. Justin Fevre against the wishes of Héroux and the more
liberal Messicurs de Laval. Paul was also ready to point out the liberal tendencies of Hérous.
However, both these acts could be interpreted as a method of discrediting Héroux, rather
than establishing Paul's idcological position within ultramontanism.

Having identificd the Nationalism and Roman Catholicism of the people who were
in a position to influcnce Omer Héroux, it is now important to identify what cffect, if any,
thesc influences had on Omer Héroux, whose French-Canadian nationalism had alrcady been
molded by circumstances that had taken place before he joined La VErité. He was familiar
with every brand of French-Canadian nationalism in Quebec. Not only did he witness the rise
of the phenomenon but hc was in a position after 1896 to report on it. He knew the
architects of the movement, such as Honoré¢ Mercicr, Mgr.Louis-Frangois Lafleche, Joseph
Royal, Isra€l Tarte, J.P.Tardivel, Acgidius Fautcux, Olivar Assclin, Amédée Denault, Armand
Lavergne, Abbé Lionel Groulx, Henri Bourassa and others.

He also took an active part in the national associations that alrcady cxisterd like La
Société -Saint-Jean-Baptiste and la Caisse nationale d’Economic. He played a major role in
the ones that were founded after 1900, like the A.C.J.C, la Liguc Nationaliste, la Société de
Colonisation de Montréal, L’ Association des Journalistes canadiens-frangais and la Société

du Parler Frangais and the formation of les Caisses populaires.
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Héroux was in a position to recognize that the term "French-Canadian nationalism’
mcant different things to different people, involving a great diversity of opinion. There were
nationalists in language, who fought not only to uphold the lcgal right to use French in
Canada but also to protect it agaisnt anglicisms that could pollute it. There were cconomic
nationalists who wanted French-Canadians to have more control over financial institutions.
There were social, cultural, and political nationalists, as well as the traditional nationalists,
who longed for a return to past valuces.

When Omer Héroux joined La Vérité, his approach to French-Canadian nationalism
is best identified as being onc of a reflection of all other approaches to nationalism, except
the educational one that was suggested by La Ligue d’Enscignement. While at La Vérité,
under the influence of Magnan, he would have been able to adapt a little to the new reforms
proposed by the French-Canadian nationalists that recognized some changes were incvitable.
Magnan's concept of the State supporting education, while the clergy maintained control,
would have allowed Héroux to moderate his position.

At La V¢érité, Omer Héroux would have become more conscious of the necessity of
the preserving the French language not only from the English-Protestants but also from the
Irish-Catholics. He would have been aware that the hierarchy of the Church, by supporting
the Irish Catholics, was supporting the English language. Mgr.Bruchési condemned Bégin for
making public the controversies that cxisted between Irish Catholics and French-Canadian
Catholics over language. Héroux had also received a letter of comdemnation from the
apostolic delegate because Héroux had published an article by Jean Sauvageau, 'Un
Argumcnt,’ that exposed the threat of the Irish Catholics to the Providential Mission of the
French-Canadians. Omer Héroux was made aware of the religio-political conflict that could

arisc when the national doctrine of the vigorous defence of French-Canadian rights was
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challenged by the ultramontanc supremacy of the Church over State.
Héroux’s approach io French-Canadian nationalism was not drastically changed by

the influences at La Vérité, nor was his Roman Catholicism. Before 1904, Omer Héroux had

already encountered the two currents of idcas, liberal and ultramaitane Catholicism, that
flowed through Roman Catholicism in the first decade of the twenticth century.  His four
years at La Vérit¢ from 1904-1908 would have exposcd him to onc of the remaining pockets
of intransigent ultramontanism in Qucbec. Although Héroux would have had o be
uitramontanc for Jules-Paul to entrust his newspaper to him, he was beginning to appreciate
that even ultramontanism had its nuances. His rejection by the infransigent ultramontane
clement of La V<rité would have indicated to him that at Icast by some, he was regarded as
a liberal uitramontane, (modéré) This fact would be reinforced when Mgr. Louis-Nazaire
Bégin invited Héro.x to join I'Action sociale, that 'prendrait scs directives a 'Archévéché,
dont elle serait 'orgene officicux, non pas officicl.’®® The Quebec hicrarchy, due 1o the
influence of Cardinal Elzéar Taschercau, was always considered more liberal than the
Montreal hierarchy under Mgr.Ignace Bourget, or the Trois-Rivieres hicrarchy under
Mgr.Louis-Frangois Lafleche. Although these clerics had died before 1), their influence
continued to be felt for somcetime.

Omer Héroux was well aware of the seeds of religio-political conflict that could result
when French-Canadian nationalism and Roman Catholicism were forced to co-exist. He had
witnessed the lonely demise of Honoré Mercier, who had attempted to rally the French-
Canadians around the cry *Cessons nos luttes fraticides;’ he was at Le Séminairc when Mgr
Lafleche, who had put forth the concept of a French-Canadian nation, was passcd over for

promotion by the Church, to whom hc had dedicated his life; at La_VcCrité, he saw how

29 Rumilly, Histoire de la province de Québcec, op.cit. Vol X111, p.119.
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Tardivel, who proposed a scparate nation for French Cananda, was being deserted not only
by his lifelong friends but by the Jesuits, who had sponsored him.

Héroux on a personal level was chastised by the ultramontane hierarchy of the
Church for positions that he had taken on issucs that primarily were supporting French-
Canadian nationalism - issues like supporting Magnan’s desire for more French in the school
books, or the Irish-French-Canadian controversy over the right to fulfill the Providential
Mission in America.

By studying the ideological positions taken by Omer Héroux as a French-Canadian
nationalist and as a Roman Catholic during the period 1904-1908 it would be safe to say that
he not only was able to establish a balance within each ideology but because of his non-
confrontational personality, he was able to act as a bridge between them. Not only was Omer
Héroux a bridge between French-Canadian nationalism and Roman Catholicism but he also

provided the liason within cach group, when differences occurred.



BIBLIOGRAPHY

L PRIMARY SOURCES

1. Manuscripts

A. Archival Collections

Archives nationales du Québec A Montréal
Petit Fonds- P.10(00-2-225-Omcr Héroux

Archives du Séminaire de Trois-Riveres
Omer Héroux
Héroux-abbé Albert Tessier correspondence, FN-(014-P2-4

Archives du Centre de Recherche en Histoire de L'Amérique Frangaise. La Fondation i
Lionel-Groulx Omer Héroux ‘

Archives de L'I’Jnivcrsité de Moncton -Centre d'¢études acadiennces
Fonds Emile Lauvricre -3.2-12
Fonds Frangois Comcau -12.3-12

Archives de la Société de Jésus, Province du Canada frangais
Fonds Pere Théophile Hudon - BO-223-150; BO-27
Fonds Pere Alexandre Dugré - BO-57-15
Fonds Immacul¢e Conception - 4264; 4265
Fonds Sénatcur T.A. Bernier - 5327

Archives de L'Université Laval
Fonds Amédée Denault

Archives de la Chancellerie de I'Archevéché de Montréal
Journaux 780.034
Documents sur Omer Héroux - 1897-1925 - 780.034

Archives de la Bibliothtque Nationale du Québec
Edifice Saint-Sulpice - Acgidius Fautcux
Edifice Marie-Clairc-Daveluy, Fonds Acgidius Fautcux.

Archives du Vatican

Segreteria di Stato anno 1911: Rubr. 12, Fasc.2:
Congresso Eucharistico in Montreal.

100




National Archives of Canada
Fonds Léonidas-Emile-Arthur Beauchesne - MG 30 E 375

Archives of McGill University
Department of Rare Books and Special Collections -
Rodolphe Joubert Collection.
Landc Collection

B Private Collections

Bourassa papers, in the possession of Mlle. Anne Bourassa, 325 de 'Epée, Outremont,
Qucbeec.

Groulx, Chanoince Lionel correspondence, Mss, Mémoirs, papers, conserved at the Institut
dhistoire de 'Amérique frangaise, 261 Bloomfield, Outremont, Quebec.

Héroux, Omer papers in the possession of Jean Héroux, 3680 Parc Lafontaine, Montreal.

Héroux, Omer and Hector papers in the possession of Roland Héroux, 430 Cote Richelieu,
Apt.5, Trois-Rivieres Ouest.

Tardivel, Jules-Paul and Paul papers in the possscssicn of Jean Tardivel, 755B Champagneur,
Outremont, Qucbec.

C Oral Histories deposited at the library of Concordia University and at the National
Archives of Canada.

To have a better understanding and gain insights into the long term influence that
the period had on Héroux's character, intcrviews were set up with his relatives,
[ricnds and contemporarics. The interviews were conducted using oral history
techniques reccommended by the Oral History Association of Canada to insure that
the resulting document would satisfy academic standards. The interviews with Anne
Bourassa and Jcan Tardivel are historically important because their personal
recollections are rcinforced with the knowledge gained by accessioning and
cataloguing their respective family papers.

Annc Bourasssa, daughter of Henri Bourassa, 325 de L'ép.ée, Outremont, Quebec. March
2, 1988.

Davidson Dunton, (1913-1987), journalist, broadcaster, president of Laurendeau-Dunton-
Gagnon Royal Commission on Bilingualism and Biculturalism in Canada, Carleton
University, Ottawa. November 14, 1987.

Gérard Filion, (i1909-) businessman, editor of Terre de Chez Nous, director of Le Devoir,

1947-1963. 1845 Ruc Saint-Laurent, Saint-Bruno, Quebec. December 15, 1987.

101



Jean Héroux, son of Omer Héroux, 3680 Avenue du Parc Lafontaine, Montrecal, November
12, 1986.

Roland Héroux, nephew of Omer Héroux, journalist at Le Nouvelliste, 430 Cote Richelicu,
Trois-Rivieres Oucst, February 24, 1988.

Jean-Louis Gagnon, (1913-), journalist, broadcaster and diplomat, Ottawa and 250 Grand
Allée, Quebec City, September 27, 1988.

Guy Laperriere, Professor at the University of Sherbrooke, La Faculté des Lettres et
Sciences, February 6, 1987.

Frere Georges Letourneau, teacher at Les Freres des Ecoles Chréticnnes at Yamachiche,
3773 Place De La Salle, Trois-Rivieres, Oucst, February 24, 1988.

René Paré, (1904-) lawyer, dirertor-gencral of La Société des Artisans, president of La
Conseil d’Administration of Le Devoir, 535 Outremoent Avenue. Ouiremont, August
17, 1988.

J.Z. Léon Patenaude, 1926-1989, member of Les Jeunes Laurentiens (1943-1947), L'Union
des Forces Démocratiques, 1956, Caisses Populaires - Caisse D’économic Lafontaine
(1943-1945), 3555 Berri Street, Montreal, July 8, 1988.

Paul-Emile Robert, (1921-), businessman, politician, president of La Société Saint-Jean
Baptiste, member of les Amis du journal Le Devoir, 11268 Drouart Street, Montreal,
August 3, 1988.

Jean Tardivel,(1915-), grandson of Jules-Paul Tardivel, 755b Champagncur Avenue,
Outremont, April 26, 1987.

2 Publications

A Periodicals

Bulletin du Parler francais, Québec, 1902-1910.

La Revue Canadienne, Montréal, 1896-1910.

Le Mouvement Catholique, Trois-Rivieres, 1898-1900.

La Revue Franco-Americaine, Montréal, 1908-1910.

La Vie Nouvelle, Montréal.

La Revue des Jeunes JEC - Au Service de La Cité Etudiante, Montréal.

102




B Newepapem

L’Action Sociale catholique, Quebcec City, 1908-1910

La_Croix, Montreal, 1903-1907

Le Devoir, Montreal, 1910-1958, sclectively.

Le Journal, Montreal, 1899-1905.

Le Nationaliste, Montreal, 1904-1910.

La Patric, Montreal, 1902-1904.

Le Pionnicr de Sherbrooke and Montreal, 1897-1902; 1904-1908, Nominingue.
Le Rappel, Montreal, 1902-1904.

Le Trifluvicn, Trois-Rivieres, 1895-1901.

La V¢érité, Quebec City, 1904-1908.

C Contemporary Boo’s and Articles to period.

L’Association Catholique de la Jeunesse Canadienne-frangaise Report. .2 _Congres de la
Jeunessse a Québec en 1908. Montréal: Le Semeur, 1909. Preface by Hon. Thomas
Chapais. Contains two specches by Omer Héroux, 'Les Infiltrations magonniques,’
pp.135, 403: and ’Les objections au pétitionement pour le francais.’p.304.

Barabé, Paul-Henri, o.m.i. 'Le couronnement de Notre-Dame du Cap.” CCHA, 1951-1952:
pp. 85-95.

Beaurcgard, Lucien, ptre. 'La part de M. Isaac-Stanislas Désaulniers 2 lintroduction du
Thomisme au Canada frangais vers I'époque de la renaissance religicuse de 1840-
1855." SCHEC, Rapport 1941-1942: pp.77-88.

Berthe P. Alphonse. Garcia Morcno, président de I'Equateur, vengeur et martyr du droit
chrétien (1821-1872). Paris: Bray ct Retaux, 1887. Another edition Paris: Librairie P.

Téquic, 1926.

Biron, Hervé. "Tableau de Eglise trifluvienne en 1852 CCHA, 1951-1952: pp.29-51.

Bouchard, T.D. Mémoires. Montréal: Beauchemin, 1960. 3 Vols.

103




Bonenfant, J.C., and Falardeau, J.C. "Cultural and Political implications and French-Canadian
nationalism.” CHAR, 1946: pp.56-73.

Bruchési, Jean. Le Chemin des écolicrs. Montréal: Bernard Valiquette,[1944).

Chaline, Nadine-Josette, Hardy, René, and Roy, Jcan. La Normandic ¢t L¢ Québee vus d
presbytere. Rouen: I'Université de Rouen, 1987.

Choquette, Robert. Language and Religion: A History of English-French Conflict in Ontario.
Cahiers d'Histoire de I'Université d’Ottawa #5. Ottawa: University of Ottawa Press,
1975.

----- . Langue, religion et controverse. Ottawa: L'interligne, 199(0.

Cook, G.R. 'Church, Schools and Politics in Manitoba. 1903-1912." CHAR, XXXIX, 1,
March 1958: pp 1-23.

Crunican, Paul. Priests and Politicians: Manitoba Schools and the Election of 1896. Toronto;
University of Toronto Press, 1974,

Cyrille, Frere. L'ocuvre d'un Siccle, Centenaire dcs Freres des Ecoles chréticnnes au
Canada,(1837-1937) Montréal: les Freres des Ecoles chréticnnes, 1937.

Désaulniers, F.L. Les Vicilles Familles d"Yamachiche. Montréal: A.P.Pigcon, 19X).

Dugré, Adélard. Souvenirs et réflexions. Montréal: Muison Provinciale, 1971.

Fevre, Mgr Justin. Vic et Travaux de J-P.Tardivel Fondatcur Du Journal 'La Verité,” a
Québec. Paris: Arthur Savacte, éditeur, 1908.

Filteau, Gérard. 'L'éducation en Mauricie. (1852-1952)." CCHA, 1951-1952: pp.75-84.

Gaffield, Chad. Language, Schooling, and Conflict. The Origins of the French-Language
Controversy in Ontario. Kingston, Montreal: McGill-Qucen’s University Press, 1987.

Gagnon, Ernest. Le Comte de Paris 3 Québec. Québec: Darveau, 1891.
Gagnon, Jean-Louis. Les Apostasics. Vol.I. Montréal: La Presse, 1985, (Omer Héroux p.179).

Galarneau, Claude. Les Colleges classiques au Canada francais. Montréal: Fides, 1978,

Garncau, F.X. Histoirc du Canada dcpuis sa découvertc jusqu'a nos_jours. Montréal:
Beauchemin et Valois, 1882-1883. 4 Vols.

Groulx, abbé Lionel. Unc croisade d’adolescents. Montréal: Granger, 1938,

104




Hamclin, Jean anq Marcel. Les Mocurs_électorales aans le Québec de 1791 2 nos_jours.
Montréal: Editions du Jour, 1962.

Hardy, René. Forét ct société en Mauricie. La formation de Trois Rivieres, 1830-1930.
Montréal: Boréal Express, 1984,

----- . 'L'Ultramontanisme de Lafleche, geneses et postulats d’une idéologic.” RS, X 2-3,
(1969): pp.197-206.

Hardy, René, and Roy, Jean. 'Encadrement social et mutation de la culture religicuse en
Mauricie. 1850-1900." Questions de Culture, #S. "Les Régions culturelles,” Institut
québcecois de recherche sur la culture, 1983: pp.61-79.

Héoux, Jean. Omer Héroux 1876-1963. Vi, carricre, intimité (jusque vers la mi-jui
Unpublished Manuscript

Huot, abbé Antonio. Le Fléau maconnique. Québec: Dusssault et Proulx, 1906.

Labarrere-Paulé, André. Les laiques et 12 presse pédagogique au Canada francais au XXe
siccle. Québee: PUL., 1963.

----- . Les instructeurs laiques au Canada francais, 1836-1900. Québec: PUL., 1965.

Lafleche, abbé L.F. Quclques considérations sur les rapports de la société civile avec la
religion et la famille. Montréal: Sénécal, 1866.

Lafrcnicre, Suzanne. Moisettte Olicr - femme de lettres de la Mauricie. Hull: Les Editions
Asticou cnrg., 1980.

Langlais, Jacques ct Rome, David. Juifs et Québécois francais; 200 ans d’histoire commun.
Montrcal: Fides, 1986.

Laplante, Germaine. Germaine Bernier - Unc Journaliste contemporelle. Montréal: Les
Editions Bellarmin, 1978.

Lavergne, Armand. Trente-ans de vie nationale. Montréal: Les éditions du Zodiaque, 1934,

Lintcau, Paul André. 'Georges Pelleticr et les questions économiques. 1910-1929. RHAF,
23, March 1970: pp.583-600.

Lupul, Manoly R. Relations in Western Canada, 1875-1905. Teronto: University of Toronto
Press, 1974,

----- . "The Catholic Campaign for a French Catholic School Inspector in the North-West
Territories 1898-1903." CHAR. Vol. XLVIII, #4, Dec.,1967.

Magnan, Charles-Joscph. Instruction civique: organisation politique, administrative et
ecclésiastique du Canada. Québec: J-A Langlais,1917.

105



----- . A propos d'instruction obligatoirc. Québec: L'Action Sociale, 1919.
Magnan, Hormidas. Cinquantcnairc de notre hymne national ‘O Canada, terre de nos aicux:”

les origines de_nos_drapcaux ¢t chants nationaux, armoirics, cmblemes, deviscs.
Québec: s.n., 1929.

Magnuson, Roger. Bricf History of Quebec education -From New France to Parti Québecois.
Montreal: Harvest House, 1980.

Mahcux, abbé A. 'Lc nationalisme canadicn-frangais a I'aurorc du XXceme siecle.” CHAR,
1945: pp.58-59.

Maurault, Olivier, p.s.s. "Tablecau du Canada religicux dc 1852." CCHA, 1951-1952: pp.19-28.

Mayrand, Oswald. L'Apostolat du journalisme. Ottawa: Oswald Mayrand, 1960. Omer
Héroux, pp.70-72.

Miller, J.R. Equal Rights: The Jesuits’ Estates Act Controversy. Montreal: McGill-Quceens
University Press, 1979,

Moir, John Sargent, ed. Church and Statc in Canada 1627-1867: Casis documents. Toronto:
McClelland and Stewart, 1967.

Pellerin, J. Alcide. Yamachiche et son histoire, 1672-1978. Québec: Les Editions du Bicn
Public, 1980.

[Pelletier, abbé Alexis]. La Sourcec du mal de I'époque au Canada par un catholique. s.l.,
s.ed., s.d.

Anonymous. A Catholic. Ultramontane Policy in Qucbec and jts Results 1889.Extracts (rom
the Ultramontane Pamphlct,” La Source du Mal.’ s.l.s.ed., 1889.

Porter, Fernand. 'L’¢ducation en Mauricie. (1634-1852)." CCHA, 1895-1952: pp.65-73.

Proulx, Sylvio. 1855-1980 -125¢ Anniversaire de [a Municipalit¢ dc¢ St-Barnab¢ - Nord. No
indication of place, printer or date.

Rohrbacher, abbé René-Frangois. Histoire universclle de I'Eglisc catholique. Paris: Vives,
1874-1901. 16 vols.

Royal, Joseph. 'Le Socialisme aux Etats-unis et au Canada.’ Royal Socicty of Canada Report,
XII (1894): 49-61.

Rumilly, Robert. Le _Frere Marie-Victorin et son temps. Montreal: Les Freres des Ecoles
chréticnnes, 1949.

----- . Histoire des Acadicns. 2 vols., Montréal: Fides, 1955.

106




----- . L’Acadic “rancaisc, 1497-1713. Montréal: Fides, 1981.

----- . Henri Bourassa: la vic publigue d'un grand Canadien. Montréal: Editions Chantecler,
1953.

----. Histoire de la Société Saint-Jean-Baptistc dc Montréal: des Patriotes au fleurdelisé,
1834-1948. Montréal: L'Aurore, 1975.

-----, Histoire_ de Montréal. 5 Vols., Montréal: Fides, 1970-1974.

----- . Histoires des Franco-Américains. Montréal: Rumilly, 1958.

----- . Histoirc d’Qutremont, 1875-1975. Montréal: Lémac, 1975.

----- . Honoré Mercicr ¢t son temps. Montréal: Fides, 1975.

----- . Monscigneur Lafleche et son temps. Montréal: Editions B.D.Simpson 1945,

----- . Sir Wilfrid Lauricr, Canadicn. [Paris]: Flammarion, 1931.

Rutherford, Paul. A Victorian Authority - The Daily Press in the Late Ninetecnth Century.
Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1982.

Ryan, William F. 'L'Eglisc ct 'éducation au Québec,” in Guy Rocher and Pierre W. Bélanger,

ed. Ecole et société au Québec; éléments d'une sociologie de 1'éducation. Montréal,
HMH, 1970; pp.181-208.

----- . The Clergy and Economic Growth in Quebec 1896-1914. Quebec: 1966.

Savard, Picrre. Jules-Paul Tardivel, la France et les Etats-unis. 1851-1905. Quebec: PUL,
1967.

----- . 'Lavic du clergé québecois au XIXe sitcle.” RS, Vol. VIII, 3, 1967: pp.259-273.

------ . 'Le Cercle Catholique de Québec, 1876-1897." Culture, Vol. XVIII, 1, 1967: pp.3-17.

----- . "Notcs sur I'étude de I'ultramontanisme au Canada frangaise.” RSCHEC, 1966: 13-15.

----- . 'Le journal dc 'abb¢ Benjamin Paquet, étudiant & Rome, 1863-1866."Culture, Vol.
XXVI, 1965: pp.64-83.

----. "Les d¢buts de I'enscignement de Phistoire et la géographie au Petit Séminaire de
Québec. 1765-1850." RHAF, Vol. XV, 1962: pp.509-525: Vol.XVI, 1, Junc 1962:
pp.43-62.

----- . Jules-Paul Tardivel. Textes choisis et présentés. Montréal: Fides, 1969.

----- - "Un type de laic au Canada frangais traditionnel: le journaliste cathohque in René
Durocher, ed., Le Laic dans I'Eglise canadienne -francaise de 1830 & nos jours.,

107



Montréal: Fides, 1972: pp.175-183.

----- . 'Tardivel, un ultramontain devant les problemes et les hommes de son temps.” CHAR.
1963: pp.125-140.

---. 'A la recherche de Tardivel ou quatre lustres chez les ultramontains.” Found in L' Essaj
et la Prosc d'idées au Québec. Naissance ct évolution d'un discours d'ici recherche

ct érudition forces de la pensée et de l'imaginaire bibliographic. Archives des Lettres
Canadiennes, Vol. VI, pp.313-318. Montréal: Fides, 1985.

Schenck, Ernest, Silhoucttes de Journalistes; Vedeties et simples_troupicrs - sans ficl ¢t sans
froid. Aussi souvenirs d'un imprimeur. Montréal: Editions Ernest Schenck, 1970.

Scnese, Phyllis M. "La Croix de Montréal (1893-1895): A link to the French Radical Right.”
CCHA, Historical Studics, Vol. 53, 1986: pp. 81-95.

Tardivel, Jean. Jules-Paul Tardivel et sa famille, Unpublished manuscript.

Tessier, Mgr.Albert. Souvenirs en Vrac. Montrcal, Borc¢al Express, 1975.

----- . Fondation du College de Trois-Rivieres. Les Cahiers des Dix, #24, Montréal: PUL,
1959, pp. 169-188.

----- . Les Trois-Rivieres: quatre siccles d’histoire, 1535-1935. Trois-Rivicres: Le Nouvelliste,
1934.

----- . Pélerinages dans le passé. Montréal: Fides, 1942.

----- . 'Trois Rivicres.! Cahiers des Dix, # 17, Quebec: PUL, 1962.

----- . Les Forges de Saint-Maurice (1729-1883). Montréal: Boréal Express, 1974,

Thériault, Yvon. Trois-Rivicres, ville de reflet. Trois-Rivieres: Editions du Bicn Public, 1954.

----- . ’Mandements des Evéques de Trois-Rivitres.” CCHA, 1951-1952: pp.53-64.
Trudel, Marcel. Mémoires d’'un autre siccle. Montréal: Les Editions du Boréal Express, 1987.

Vallé, abbé Henri. Les Journaux Trifluviens de 1817-1933. Trois-Rivieres: Les Editions du
Bien Public, 1933.

Voisine, Nive and Hamclin, Jean. Les Ultramontains canadicns-francais. Montréal: Boréal
Express, 1985. Including Jacques Gadille, "L'Ultramontanisme frangais au XIXc
siecle,” pp.27-65; Nive Voisine,’L'Ultramontanisme canadicn-frangais au X1Xesiccle,’
pp.67-104.

Wallace, Lillian Parker. Leo X111 and the Risc of Socialism. Durham: Duke University Press,
1948.

108




Wilson, Alan. 'Forgotten Men of Canadian History.” CHAR, 1965: pp. 71-86.

Zcender, John K. German Center Party. 1890-1906. Transactions of the American
Philosophical Society. Philadelphia: The American Philosophical Society, 1976.

D. Pamphlcts

Bissonnctte, Antoinc, O.P. 'L’ Antidote contre la Mauvaise Pressc. Vraie Doctrine de I'Eglise.’
Saint-Hyacinthe: Imprimerie La Tribune, 1920.

Le Document. Collections de textes, publiés a_intervalles irrégulicrs par 'Le Devoir’ de
Montréal. # 6, November 1931. ’En Louisianae.” Montréal: L'Imprimerie Populaire,

1931. Including Omer Héroux, "Impressions et souvenirs.’ pp.29-54.

Groulx, I'abbé L.A. 'Ceux qui vicnnent.” Montréal: Burcaux de I'A.CJ.C., 1914,

Ecole Sociale Populairc. Montréal: L’Ecole Sociale Populaire.
# 326, 'Cinquante ans dc journalisme catholique, 1896-1946. Omer Héroux.” aoiit,
1946. # 2(0), Héroux, Omcr. "Pour le bon Journal - La pressc indépendante.” 1930.
# 200, Robert,abb¢ Arthur. 'Pour le bon Journal - L’Education par le Journal.’1930.

Qcuvres des Tracts. Montréal: L'Ocuvres des Tracts, # 10, Héroux, Omer, 'Le mouvement
ouvricr.” Scptember, 1919.  # 335, Héroux, Omer, Groulx, Chanoine Lionel,
Fréchette, L'Athanasc, 'Monseigneur Philippe Perrier.’ May, 1947.

Levitt, Joscph. 'Henri Bourassa, critique catholique.” Canadian Historical Pamphlet # 29.
Ottawa: Canadian Historical Association, 1977.

Minville, Esdras. "Le vanquet Minville.” Text of speech given by Minville, director of I Ecole
des Hautes Etudes commerciales de Montréal on December 17 1938. Preface by
Omer Héroux. Montréal: L'Association des Licenciés 'Ecole des Hautes Etudes
Commercialces, 1938.

Pellctier, Georges. Comment sc fait 'Le Devoir’. Omer Héroux, 'La tache du rédacteur en
chel,’ pp.8-13. Montréal: Imprimeric populaire, 1935.

Pouliot, Léon, S.J. 'Le Pere Adélard Dugré (1881-1970)." Lettres du Bas-Canada, XXIII,
September 1970, #3: pp.147-159.

I General Aids

Allaire, Jean-Baptiste-Arthur. Dictionnaire biographique du clergé canadien-frangais. Tome
I1, Montréal: Imprimeric de I'Ecole catholique des Sourds-Muets, 1908-1934. 6 Vols.

109



Audet, Francis-J et Malchelosse, Gérard. Psecudonymes canadicns. Montréal: Ducharme,
1936.

Baillargcon, Samucl, rédemptoriste. Littérature canadicnnc-frangaisc. Préface de M. le
chanoine Lionel Groulx. Montréal, Paris: Fidcs, 1957,

Beaulieu, André, et Hamelin, Jean. La Presse québecoise: des origines i nos jours. Quéhec:
PUL, 1973.

Bergevin, André, Nish, Cameron, Bourassa, Annc. Henri Bourassa, Biographic. Index des
écrits. Index de la correspondance publique 1895-1924. Montréal: L' Action Nationale,
1966.

Brunet, Michel. Histoirc du Canada par lcs (extes. Tome I 1855-1960. Montréal: Fides, 1963,

Census of Canada/ Recensement du Canada. General Report, 1880-1881, Vol 1V. Otlawa:
MacLean Roger and Co., 1885.

Encyclopedia of Religion and Ethics. James Hastings, ed., Edinburgh: T and T Clark, 1959.
Sec F.F. Urquhart, 'Ultramontanism" vol. XII, p. 505.

Hopkins, J.Castell, ed. Canada. An Encyclopacdia of the Country. Toronto: The Linscott
Publishing Company, 1898.

Garigue, Philippe. A Bibliographical Introduction to the Study of French Canada. Montreal:
McGill University, Dept of Sociology and Anthropology, 1977.

Lambert, Ronald D. The Sociology of Contempory Qucbee Nationalism. An_Annotated
Bibliography and Review. New York, London: Garland Publishing Inc., 1981.

Lemire, Maurice, ed. Dictionnairc_dcs ocuvres littéraircs du Québee 19%X)-1939. Quéhec:
PUL, 1978.

Magnan, Hormisdas. Dictionnairc_historique ct géographique des paroisses, missions ¢!
municipalitiés de la province de Québec. Athabaska: L'Imprimeric Athabaska, 1925.

New Catholic Encyclopedia. New York: St. Louis, San Francisco: McGraw-Hill Co., 1967.
Canada Vol. 11I- Role of the Vatican in Canada.

Palmer, R.R,, and Colton, Joel. A History of the Modern World. New York: Alfred A.
Knopf, 1984.

Panneton, chanoine Georges, and Magnan, abbé Antonio. Le Diocese de Trois-Rivitres,
1852-1952. Biographiques sacerdotales, organisation diocésaine: notes historigues.
Trois-Rivieres: Editions du Bien Public, 1953.

Roy, Jean, Danicl, Robert, et Verrault-Roy, Louise. Les populations municipales ¢t
paroissialcs de la Mauricic: dossicr statistique, 1850-1971. Trois-Rivicres: Groupes

110




de recherche sur la Mauricie, University du Qugbec a Trois-Rivieres, 1981.

Rumilly, Robert. Histoire de la province de Québec. Montréal: Bernard Valiquette/Fides,
1940-1969, 41 vols.

Shea, John Gilmour. Qur Church and Country. Published for the Catholic Historical League
of Amcrica. New York: Jeremiah C. Curtin, 1906. Sce p. 581 'the Catholic Church
in the Dominion of Canada.’

Socurs de Sainte-Anne. Précis d'histoire des Littératures. Francaise, canadicnne-francaise,
étrangeres ct ancicnnes. Lachine: Procure des Socurs de Sainte-Anne, 1933.

Sotiron, Minko. An Annotated Bibliography of Works on Daily Newspapers in Canada - Une

Bibliographic annotéce des Ouvrages portant sur les Quotidicns Canadiens 1914-1983.
Montrcal:1987.

Vecilleux, Bertrand. Bibliographic sur les relations entre I'Eglise et I'Etat au Canada Frangais
1791-1914. Montrcal: Centre for French-Canadian Studics at McGill University, 1969.

Woaod, Col. William, cd. The Storied Province of Quebee. Past and Present. Toronto: The
Dominion Publishing Company, Limited, 1931. 4 Vols.

III Theses

Bolduc, Scrge. "La Fédération professionelle des journalistes de Québec.” M.A., Université
Laval, 1977.

Dubuc, André. 'Le Combisme ct les Freres des Ecoles chréticnnes au Canada frangais. 1904-
1908." M.A,, Qugbec, Université Laval, 1969.

Fahmy-Eid, Nadia. "Les Mclanges Religicux: A Study of Press Opinion.” M.A., McGill
University, 1965.

Hardy, René. "Les Zouaves, pontificaux et le diffusion de 'ultramontanisme aux Canada
Francais.” Ph.D., Laval University, 1979.

Heintzman, Ralph Ripley, "The Struggle for Life: the French daily press in Montreal and the
problems of cconomic growth in the age of Laurier.1896-1911. Ph.D., University of
Toronto, (York), 1977.

LaPicrre, Lauricr Joseph Lucicn. "Politics, race and religion in French Canada: Joseph Israél
Tarte." Ph.D., University of Toronto, 1962.

Laxer, James Robert. "French-Canadian Newspapers and Imperial Defence. 1899-1914.°
M.A., Qucen’s University, 1968.°

11



Miller, James Rodger. "The Impact of the Jesuits® Estates Act on Canadian Politics. 1888-
1891. Ph.D., University of Toronto, 1972,

O’Connell, Martin Patrick. "Henri Bourassa and Canadian Nationalism.’ Ph.D., University of
Toronto, 1954.

Robertson, H.L., 'The Ultramontanc Group in French-Canada, 1867-1886. M.A.Thesis,
Queen’s University, 1952,

Sargent, R.J. "The Thought of Monseigncur Louis-Adolphe Paquet as a Spokesman for
French-Canadian Ultramontanism.’ Ph.D., New York: Union Theologian Seminary,
1968.

Sherrin, Phyllis Marilyn. "The World, the Flesh and the Devil: The Crusade of Lionel Groulx
1878-1967." Ph.D., University of Toronto (York), 1975.

Silver, Arthur Isaac. 'Quebec and the French-Speaking Minority. 1864-1917."Ph.D., University
of Toronto, 1973.

IV General Works and Articies

Archambault, Joscph-Papin, sj. Pour un catholicisme conquérant. Allocutions ¢t discours.
Montréal, Ecole Saciale Populaire, 1933,

Ares, Pere Richard, s.j. Le Pere Joseph-Papin Archambault, S.J. 1880-1966. Montreal, Les
Editions Bellarmin, 1983.

Aubert, Roger. The Christain Centuries: The Church in a Sccularized Socicty. London:
Paulist Press, 1978.

Béique, F.L. Mme. Quatre-vingt ans de souvenirs. Montréal: Bernard Valiquette, 1939,

Bélanger, Réal. 'Le Nationalisme ultramontain: le cas de Jules-Paul Tardivel,” in Nive Voisine
and Jean Hamelin, eds., Les Ultramontains canadicns-frangais. Montréal: Borcal
Express, 1985.

Bernard, Jean-Paul. 'Définition du libéralisme et de Pultramontanisme comme idCologics.’
RHAF, Vol. 25, #2, Scptember 1971: pp. 244-246.

Beyer, Peter. "La vision de Louis Ricl: L'ultramontanisme canadicn-frangais au scrvice de la
nation métisse.” SR, Vol. 13, 1, 1984: pp. 87-1(X).

Bonenfant, Jean-C., Falardcau, Jean-C. 'Cultural and Political Implications of French-
Canadian Nationalism.” CHAR, 1946: pp. 56-71.

112




Bonville, Jean de. "La Liberté de presse a la fin du XIXc siecle: 1a cas de Canada-Revue.”
RHAF, Vol. 31, no 4, March 1978: pp.501-524.

Bouchard, Gérard. *Epopée et déclin de Tidéologic ultramontaine, & travers le journal Le
Nouveau Monde. 1867-1900.” RS, Vol. X, 2-3, 1969: pp 261-292.

Butcau, Danicl. 'Monographics paroissiales et histoire universitaire. La  difficile
réconciliation.” L'Histoire anonyme, Vol 1, # 3, printemps 1987: pp. 13-15.

Clark, Lowell, c¢d. The Manitoba School Question: Majority or Minority Rights. Issues in
Canadian History. Toronto: The Copp Clark Publishing Company, 1968.

Cook, Ramsay, cd. French-Canadian Nationalism. An_anthology. Toronto: Macmillan of
Canada, 1971.

----- . Canada and the French-Canadian Qucstion. Toronto: Macmillan of Canada, 1959.
Omer Héroux, pp.94,104.

----- . The Maple Leaf Forever - Essays on Nationalism and Politics in Canada. Toronto:
Macmillan of Canada, 1971.

Conzemius, V. "L'Eglisc chréticnne et totalitarisme national - socialiste. 1V, L'Eglise
catholique d’Allecmagnc et le national socialisme.’ Revue d'histoire écclésiastique, Vol
LXIII, 1968: pp.868-924.

Corcoran James 1.W. 'Henri Bourassa et la guerre sud-africaine.” RHAF, Vol. XVIII, #3,
Décembre 1964: pp.343-356.

Dalton, Roy C. The Jesuits’ Estates Question. 1700-1888- A Study of the Background for the
Agitation of 1889. Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1968.

David, L.O. Souvenirs et Biographies. 1870-1910. Montreal: Beauchemin, 1911.

Dumont, Fernand, Hamclin, Jcan, Harvey, Fernand and Montminy, Jean-Paul,eds. Idéologies
au Canada _Frangais 1900-1929. Quebec: PUL, 1974,

----- . "Idéologics au Canada frangais, 1850-1900: quelques réflexions d'cnsembles.” RS, Vol.
X, 2-3 (1969): pp.145-156.

----- . "Réfle: ons sur I'Histoire religicuse du Canada-frangais.' in L'Eglise et le Québec,
Montréal: Editions du Jour, 1961, pp.47-65.

Durocher, Reng, ed. Hurtubise, Picrre, Lesage, Germain, Wallot, Jean-Pierre, Lefort, André,
Chaussé, Gilles, Gagnon, Serge, Rioux, Jean-Roch, Boucher, André, Savard, Pierre,
and Durocher, René. Le Laic dans |'Eglisc canadicnne-frangaise de 1830 2 nos jours.
Montréal: Fides, 1972.

Eid, Nadia Fahmy. Le clergé et le pouvoir politique au Québec. Un analyse de 1'i

113




ultramontainc au milicu du XIXe si¢cle. Montreal: Cahiers du Québec, Hurtubisc
HMH, 1978.

Eyck, Erich. Bismarck and the German Empire. London: Unwin University Books, 1972
Farr, Ian. 'From Anti-Catholicism to Anticlericalism: Catholic Politics and the Peasantry in

Bavaria, 1860-190X. Europcan Studics Review, Sage, London, Beverley Hills and New
Declhi, Vol. 13, 1983: pp.249-269.

Fauteux, Aegidius. Introduction to Printing into Canada. A Bricf History. Montreal: Rolland
Paper Company Ltd., 1930.

Felteau, Cyrille. Histoire dc la Presse, Volume I 1884-1916. Montréal: Editions de La Presse,
1983.

Fournier, Jules. Mon Encricer. Prefaced by Olivar Assclin. Montréal: Fides, 1922.

Gagnon, Marcel-A. La vie oragcusc d'Olivar Assclin. Préface du Chanoine Lionel Groulx.
Tome I, "Le nationalistc ¢t le polémiste.” Montréal: Les Editions de FHomme, 1962,

Girard, Mathieu. 'La pensée politique de Jules-Paul Tardivel.” RHAFE, Vol. XX, no 3,
décembre 1967; pp.397-428.

Gray, J.M. 'Biography as History.” CHAR, 1965: pp.144-153.

Guindon, Hubert. Edited and with an introduction by Roberta Hamilton and John L.
McMullan. Qucbec Socicty: Tradition, Madernity, and Nationhood. Toronto, Bulfalo,
London: University of Toronto Press, 1988.

Hamelin, Jean et Gagnon, Nicole. Histoire du catholicisme québécois - Le XXe sicele. Dirigé
par abbé Nive Voisine. Tome 1 1898-1940. Montréal: Boréal Express, 1984.

Hamelin, Jean and Roby, Yves. 'L'Evolution Economique ct Sociale de Québee. 1851-1896.
RS, X, 2-3,1969, pp.157-169.

Hardy, Réné. 'L’Ultramontanisme de Lafleche: postulats d'une Idéologie.” RS, Vol. X, 2-3,
1969.

----- . ’Libéralisme catholique ct ultramontanisme au Qucbece: ¢léments de définitions.”
RHAF, Vol.25, 2, September 1971: pp. 247-251.

Heap, Ruby. 'Les relations Eglisc-Etat dans le domaine de I'enscignement primaire public
au Québec: 1867-1899." SCHEC, Sessions d’¢tudes, 50, 1983: pp. 183-199,

Huel, Raymond. *The Clergyman as Historian: the Rev. A.-G. Morice, O.M.1., and Ricl
Historiography.’ CCHA # 52, 1985: pp. 83-96.

Jones, Richard. L’idéologic de L'Action catholique, 1917-1939. Québee: PUL,1974.

114




Labarrere-Paulé, André. Les laiques ct la presse pédagogique au Canada francais au XIX
siccle. Cahiers de 'Institut d’Histoire. Québec: PUL, 1970.

----- . 'L’Instituteur laique canadien-frangais au 19eme siecle.” CHAR, 1963: pp.102-115.

Laperritre, Guy. La 'Séparation’ 3 Lyon (1904-1908). Lyon: Avec le concours de L'Université
de Sherbrooke, 1973. '

----- . "Vingt ans de Recherches sur I'Ultramontanisme. En hommage a Philippe Sylvain.’ RS,
Vol. XXVII, 1, 1986: pp 79-100.

----- . 'L’Idéologic de I'Action catholique.” RHAF, 32, Sept. 1978: pp 263-265.

Le Blanc, Alonzo. Jules Fournicr: Biographie et textes choisis. Québcec: Conscil de langue
Frangaisc, 1980.

Lintcau, P.A., Durocher, R., Robert, J.C. Histoirc du Québec contemporain: dc la
Conféderation a la crisc (1867-1929. Montréal: Boréal Express, 1979.

Miller, J.R. "Anti-Catholic Thought in Victorian Canada.’ CHAR, Vol.LXV], 4, 1985: pp.474-
494,

Monct, Jacques.s.j. 'French-Canadian Nationalism and the Challenge of Ultramontanism.’
CHAR, 1966: pp 41-55.

Morton, W.L. 'The Manitoba Schools and Canadian Nationalism. 1890-1916"CHAR, 1946,
pp.51-59.

Painchaud, Robert. 'French-Canadian Historiography and Franco-Catholic Settlement in
Western Cananda, 1870-1915. CHAR, Vol. LIX, 4, 1978: pp.447-466.

Perin, Roberto. Arrangiarsi: The Italian_immigration experience in Canada. Montreal:
Guernica, 1988,

Revue  d'histoire dc 'Amérique francaise. "Numéro Spécial 'Lionel Groulx.” 100e
anniversaire de sa naissance. 1878-1978." Vol. 32, 3, décembre, 1978, pp.325-530.

Rioux, Marcel, cd. L'Eglisc ct le Québec. Montreal: Les Editions du Jour, 1961.

Rudin, Ronald. In Whose Interest? Quebec's Caisses Populaires 1900-1904. Montreal &
Kingston, London, Buffalo: McGill-Queen’s University Press, 1990.

----- . The Forgotten Quebecers. A _History of English Spcaking Quebec. 1759-1980.

Montreal: Institut Québecois de Recherche sur la culture, 1985.

----- . "A Bank Mcrger unlike the others: The Establishment of the Banque Canadienne
Nationale,” CHAR, Vol.61, 2, 1980.

115



----- . 'Recent Trends in Quebec Historiography, 'Queen’s Quarterly, Yol.92/1, Spring 1985,
pp-80-93.

Ross, Vincent. 'La Structure Idéologique des Manucls de Pédagogie Québecois.’ RS, Vol X,
2-3, 1969: pp.171-195.

Rutherford, Paul. 'The Pcople’s Press: The Emergence of the New Journalism in Canada.
1869-1899." CHAR, Vol.56, June 1975: pp.167-191.

Savard Picrre. "Jules-Paul Tardivel, un ultramontain devant les problemes ct les hommes de
son temps.” CHAR, 1963: pp.125-140.

----- . 'La Bibliotheque du chevalier Clément Vincelettte. 1830-1894." CCHA, Vol. 32, 1965:
pp.79-90.

----- . Aspects de la civilization capadicnne-frangaise. Textes réunis par Pierre Savard.
Ottawa: University of Ottawa, 1983.

----- . and Lebel, Marc. ’Aspects de I'enseignement au Petit séminaire de Québee, (1765-
1945).” Québec: Société historique de Québec, 1968.

----- . ’Discours du président. Splendeurs et miseres de Clio.” CHAR, Historical Papers,
Halifax, 1981: pp. 1-7.

----- . "Sur les noms de paroisses au Québec des origines a 1925." CCHA, Vol 41, 1974,
pp.105-113.

Shek, Ben-Z. 'Bulwark to Battleficld: Religion in Quebec Literature.’ Journal of Canadian
Studies- Revue d’études canadicnnes, Vol. 18, #2, 1983: pp. 42-55.

Silver, A. 'Some Quebcc Attitudes in an Age of Imperialism and ideologicai Conflict.’
CHAR, Vol.LVII, 4, Dececmber 1976: pp.440-460).

----- . The French-Canadian Idea of Confederation. 1864-1900). Toronto, Buffalo, London:
University of Toronto Press, 1982.

----- . 'French-Canada and the Prairic Frontier, 1870-1890."CHAR, Vol L, 1, March, 1969:
pp.11-36.

Sylvain, Philippe, fe.c. 'Les débuts du Courriecr du Canada ct les progres de

Pultramontanisme canadien-frangais.” Les Cahicrs des Dix, Vol. XXXII, 1967: pp.255-
278.

----- . ’Libéralisme et ultramontanisme au Canada frangais: affrontement idéologique ct
doctrinal (1840-1865),’ in Le Bouclicr d’Achillc, W.L. Morton, ed., Toronto:
McClelland and Stewart, 1968: pp. 111-138 and pp. 220-255.

116




----- . "Quelques aspects de 'antagonisme libéral-ultramontain au Canada-francais.” RS, Vol.
VIH, 3, 1967: pp. 275-297.

----- . 'Quclg" s aspects de I'ultramontanisme canadien-frangais.” RHAF, Vol. 25, 2, Sept
1971: pp. 239-243.

----- . 'Lamecnnais: I'ultramontain ct lc jibéral. Son influence aux Etats-Unis et au Canada
frangais.” Revue de P'Université d’Ottawa/ University of Ottawa Quarterly, Vol. 57,
3, 1987: pp.67-80.

Toner, Peter M. "The New Brunswick Schools Question.” CCHA, 1970: pp.85-95.

Wadc, Mason, cd. Canadian Dualism: La Dualité¢ Canadicnne. Studics of French-English
Relations. Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1960.

----- . The French-Canadians 1760-1967. Toronto: MacMillan of Canada, 1968.

V Books and Articles pertaining to ultramontanism and the Vatican.

Amaron, Calvin, E., M.A. D.D. Lc Probleme Canadien Francais. Les Privileges de l‘Eglise
de Rome. Québeg, s.l., 1913,

Bartcl, Manfred. The Jcsuits - History and Legend of the Society of Jesus. New York:
William Morrow and Co., 1984.

Blanshard, Paul. Amcrican_Freedom and Catholic Power. Boston: Beacon Press, 1951.
----- . The Irish and Catholic Power. Boston: The Beacon Press, 1953.

----- . Communism, Democracy and Catholic Power. Boston: Beacon Press, 1951.

Chadwick, Owen. Catholicism and History - The opening of the Vatican Archives. Oxford:
University of Oxford Press, 1976.

Charland, Thomas, O.P. 'L’encyclique Affari vos de Léon XIITU a I'épiscopat canadien.’
CCHA, 1893-1954: pp.13-25.

Fulop-Miller, Réné. The Power and the Secret of the Jesuits. New-York: The Viking Press
193().

Lapointe, Roger. "L'Ultramontanisme au Québec - ou quand la doctrine se trouve décalé au
rang d'unc idéologie.'SR, Vol, 8, 1979: p.420.

Larkin, Maurice. "The Vatican, France and the Roman Question. 1898-1903. New Archival
Evidence.” The Historical Journal, Vol 27, 1, 1984: pp 177-199.

117



Lecanuet, pere Edouard. L‘Eglise de France sous la Troisitme République. Paris, Alcan,
1930-1931. Vol III: "Les signes avant-courcurs de la Séparation. Les derniers annces
de Léon XIII et les avencment de Pie X (1894-1910)." Vol 1V, "La vie de I'Eglisc sous
Léon XIII

Lyttleton, Adrian. ’An Old Church and a Ncw State: Italian anti-clericalism. 1876-1915.
Europecan Studies Revicw. Vol. 13, 1983: pp.225-248.

Manbhattan, Avro. The Vatican in World Politics. New York: Horizon Press, 1949,

McEvay, F.J. 'Religion and Politics in Foreign Policy; Canadian Government Relations with
the Vatican.! CCHAR, Historical Studies, 1984: pp.121-144.

Mgir, John S. ’Canadian Protestant Reaction to the Nc Temerc Decree. CCHAR, Study
Sessions, 48, 1981: pp.78-90.

Perin, Roberto. 'La raison du plus fort est toujours la meilleure: la représentation du Saint-
Sitge, 1877-1917" RSCHEQC, Sessions d’¢tude, Vol.50, 1983: pp.99-117.

Toronto, Buffalo, London: University of Te onto Prcs's 1994,

Phillips, M.D. (D.D.). The Church in Francc 1848-1907. New York: Russcll and Russell,
1936.

Sait, Edward McChesney. Clerical Control in Qucbec. Toronto: The Sentinel Publishing Co,
1911.

Salmon, George, D.D. The Infallibility of the Church. Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Book
House, 1959. First edition 1885.

Sellar, Robert. The Tragedy of Quebec. The Expulsion of its Protestant Farmers. Toronto:
Ontario Press Limited, 1916. First edition 1907.

Woodruff, Douglas, ed., Essays on Church and State. London: Hollis and Carter, 1952. Sce
Lord Acton, 'Ultramontanism,” pp. 37-85.

118




APPENDIX A

CHRONOLOGY

1851

1875

1876

1878

1879

1880

1881

1883

1885

1886

1887

1889

1891

Birth of Jules -Paul Tardivel, September 2, Covington, Kentucky.

November 16, marriage of Louis Daular (Dolor) Héroux and Adélaide Nault in the
paroissc dec Saint-Maurice de Champlain.

September 18, birth of Joseph Louis Omer Héroux in Saint-Maurice de Champlain.
Dcath of Pic IX. (1846-1878)

Mgr.George Conroy, apostolic delegate, sent to Canada to settle internecine battles
between liberal and ultramontane Catholics.

Ferry Laws in France, excluding religious orders from teaching.

Birth of Paul- Ernest Tardivel, September 13 to Jules-Paul Tardivel and Henriette
Brunelle in the paroissc de Notre-Dame de Québec.

Visit from Francc of Frere Réticius, a Frere des Ecoles chrétiennes and militant
ultramontanc.

La V¢rité is founded by Jules-Paul Tardivel.

Don Henri Smeulders, apostolic commissioner, arrives to settle the division of the
Diocese of Trois-Rivieres and the University Question between Montreal and
Quebec.

Omer Héroux enrolls with the Freres des Ecoles chrétiennes at Yamachiche.

Pope Leo XHI's refusal to allow Albert de Mun to found a Catholic Party in France.
Hanging of Riel, November 16.

First disappointment for Mgr.Louis-Frangois Lafleche, - the division of the Diocese
of Trois-Rivitres.

Albert de Mun establishes the Association catholique de jeunesse frangaise.
(A.CJ.F.).

Honoré Mercier, elected Premier of Quebec.
Omer Héroux enrolls at Le Séminaire de Saint Joseph at Trois Rivieres.

Rome issucs Jam dudum, m difying relations between University Laval and the
branch in Montreal, favouring the latter.
Fall of Ludwig von Bismarck, end of Kulturkampf.

Le Journal de Quebec stops publication after forty-eight years.

Encyclical Rerum novarum (on social questions).
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1894

1895

1896

1897

1898

1899

1900

Visit of the Comte de Paris and his son the duc d’Orléans to Montreal, Trois-Rivitres
(where Omer Hgroux saw him) and Quebec City.

Death of John A. Macdonald, Prime Minister of Canada.

Death of Calixa Lavall€, author of the Canadian national anthem and music teacher
of Bernadette Dufresne, (1873-1923) the second wifc of Omer Héroux.

Le Canadien folds. (Hector Langevin director since 1872).

L.Q. Taillon is elected Premicr of Quebcec.

Death of Honoré Mercier, in Quebec.

Founding of I'Ecole littérairc de Montréal, including names like E. Nelligan, Charles
Gill, Albert Lozeau, (who was closc fricnd of Omer Héroux), A. Ferland, J.
Charbonncau.

Bull Apostolicae curac declaring Anglican orders invalid.

Henri Bourassa is clected deputy to Ottawa from Labclle.

Wilfrid Laurier becomes Prime Minister of Canada.

Death of Mgr. Charles-Edouard Fabre, Archbishop of Montreal.

Omer Héroux joins the stalf of the ultramontanc newspapers Le Trifluvien and Le
Mouvement catholique in Trois-Rivitres.

Mgr Merry del Val, apostolic delegate, comes to regulate internccine batties in
Canada.

Encyclical Affari Vos to regulate the Laurier-Greenway Manitoba School Question
in such a way as not to jeopardize the good relations between Church and State.
Dreyfus Affair in France.

Jubilee of Queen Victoria.

Félix-Gabriel Marchand, is clected lcader of the Liberal Party May 11, in Qucbec.

Spanish-American War.

Formation of Comité de I'Action Frangaisc in France under the direction of Charles
Maurras, model for Omer Héroux.

Mgr.Paul Bruchési becomes Archbishop of Montreal.

Cardinal Elzéar-Alexandre Taschercau dics.

Mgr.Louis-Frangois Lafleche dics.

Leo XIII issues Encyclical Annum sacrum, (devotion to the Sacred Heart).
Diomede Falconio is named first permanent apostolic dclegate to Canada.

Boer War begins.

Marc Sangnier (1873-1950) and Le Sillon, a French movement of laymen supporting
the Church begins.

Founding of Revue de I'Action Frangaisc in Paris.

Les Débats, Liberal, nationalistic and anglophobic,is founded by Paul de Martigny and
Louvigny de Montigny in Montreal.

Henri Bourassa resigns as Liberal and is reclected as an independent.

Second electoral victory for Laurier.
Félix-Gabriel Marchand, Premicr of Quebcc, dics.
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1901

1902

1903

S.N.Parcnt (Liberal) named Premier of Quebec.

Henri Bourassa and Jules-Paul Tardivel go to Winnipeg to cclebrate Saint Jean-
Baptiste holiday.

Omer Héroux joins the staff of the Le Journal in Montreal, a Conservative ncwspaper
under the acgis of Jean Dumont, Joscph Royal, Arthur Beauchesne and the
entreprencur, Louis Forget.

Qucen Victoria dies January 22, is succecded by Edward VIIL

In France: Law of Associations against the Congregationists is passed.

Omer Héroux has first major interview with Henri Bourassa for Amédée Denault’s
and J.A.Chicoyne’s lc_Pionnicr, of Sherbrooke and Montreal, June 16, 'EN
PRESENCE D'UN hOMME'’

Bishop Donato Sbharctti is named apostolic delegate to Canada to replace Falconio.
End of the Boer War.

Fourth Colonial Confcrence in London.

Founding of La Société du Parler francais au Canada in Quebec City, with its
publication L¢ Bulletin du Parler frangais.

Omer Héroux joins the stafl of La_Patric, directed by Israél Tarte, Conservative,
Libcral, Conservative.

Omecer Héroux collaborates with Le Rappcl, founded on September 14 by Acgidius
Fautcux with the logo, 'Le Canada aux Canadiens.” Héroux uses the pscudonym
Jacques  Blonville.” Other pscudonyms include Prosper Belichumeur, Jean
Beauchemin, Humanitarius, Rodolphe Ladouceur, Prosper Lapatrie, Charles Lefranc,
J.Mondou, Alex Masson and Jcan Richard.

Collaborates with Le_Pionnicr.

Collaborates with La Revue canadienne.

Jules-Paul Tardivel went to Europe with daughter Marie-Anne Clara Alice Tardivel,
futurc wife of Omer Héroux, October 26, 1904.

Andrew Carncgic-philanthropist proposed library grants for Montreal- ultimately
refused. (Omer Heroux fought against public librarics).

Formation of La Liguc de Enscignement with Olivier Faucher, Godfroy Langlois,
Arthur Beauchesne. (Omer Héroux fought against the Movement).

Léo XIII dies Jnly 26. Election of Pius X, August 3.

Abb¢ Alfred Loisy (1857-1940) was put on the Index for his rewriting of historical
data on the Bible.

Les Débats is censured by Mgr. Bruchési, ccases publication October 4.

Founding of La Liguc Nationalistc with Olivar Assclin as president and Omer
Héroux, as scerctary and Armand La Vergne as Quebec City aninmator.

Founding of I'Association catholique de la jeunesse canadienne-frangaise, (A.C.J.C.)
under the acgis of the Jesuits. Omer Héroux is vice-president of the Central
Committece. (Junc 25).

Founding of Le Canada, a Liberal newspaper by Godfroy Langlois (April 4).
Founding of I'Association des journalistes canadiens-frangais. Omer Héroux is first
president and liaison with La Revue Canadicnne. (June 3)

Paul Tardivel marries Gratia Pageau July 7 and starts to work in Chicoutimi for Le
Défense, "un journal de combat.’
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1904

1905

1906

1907

1908

1909

Omer Héroux collaborates with La Nouvelle France, 'A propos de I'Oblat de M.Joris-
Karl Huysmans,'(July).

Combes Law in Francc passes prohibiting religious orders from teaching.
Third electoral victory for Laurier.

Omer Héroux is director of La Société de Colonisation de Montréal.

La Ligue Nationaliste founds the ncwspaper Le Nationaliste, March 6.
Lc Rappel ceases publication June 19.

Omer Héroux joins La V¢rité in Quebec City. (October)

Omer Héroux marries Alice Tardivel October 26.

Pope Pius X issucs Encyclical I_firmo_proposito, first official charter of Catholic
action.

Alberta and Saskatchewan enters Confcderation.

Lomer Gouin becomes Premicr of Quebcc.

Paul Tardivel joins La VErit¢ as publicity agent.

Lc Journal in Montreal cecases publication March 3

Jules-Paul Tardivel dies April 24.

Daughter, Lucie,(1905-1922) is born to Omer Héroux and Alice Tardivel.

A.C.J.C. breaks with Liguc Nationalistc.

Encyclical Vehementer nos, against scparation of Church and Statc.
Lord’s Day Act.

Pope Pius X issucs Decree Lamentabili sanc cxitu and the encyclical Pascendi
condemning Le Modernism.

Bourassa resigns his Ottawa scat to run provincially in Bcllechasse where he is
defeated.

Omer Héroux joins the staff of I'Action sociale in Quebcee City with Doctor Jules
Dorion, J.L.K. Laflamme, under the acgis of Mgr. Louis-Nazairc Bégin, archbishop
of Quebec.

Pope Pius X issues Decree Ne Temcre proclaiming that only Roman Catholic
marriages are valid.

International Eucharistic Congress in London, where Omer Héroux attends on his
way to the A.C.J.F. mecting in France.

Abb¢ Loisy is excommunicatcd.

First edition of I'Action Frangaisc in Paris, monarchist, anti-scmitic ncwspaszs,
distributed by young activists, Les Camelots du Roi.

Fourth victory for Laurier.

Tricentenary of Quebcc City.

Bourassa enters provincial politics.

Death of Omer Héroux’s first wife Alice (Tardivel), Junc 11, at the birth of their
second child, Marie.

L'Almanach de I'Action Francaisc appears in France.
Omer Héroux collaborates with Revue franco-américaine, August 1, 'En terre franco-

américaine.’
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1910

1911

1912

1913

1914

1915

1917

1920

1922

1921

1923

Le Sillon is condemned by the Vatican.

Laurier Naval Act.

Edward VII dics.

Bourassa’s delivers famous speech in Notre Dame Cathedral during the International
Eucharistic Congress in Montreal defending the French language as a vehicle of
Catholicism in America.

Founding of I'Association canadienne-frangaise d’éducation d’Ontario,in which Omer
Héroux plays a major role as a propagandist and a constant supporter.

Founding of Le Devoir, by Henri Bourassa with Omer Héroux one of the first editors.
Héroux marrics sccond wife Bernadette Dufresne, (1873 - 1923) professional musician
and daughter of Ephrem-R Dufresne, ultramontane journalist and co-founder of Le
Journal de Trojs- Rivicres. They move into a prestigious home at 229 McDougall
Avenue in Outremont, Quebec.

Formation of I'Ecolc sociale populairc in Montreal. The logo is "Pour I'Eglise et pour
le peuple.”

Congrts du Parler Frangais at Quebec City. Omer Héroux is president of the Comité
d'¢tudes de Montréal.

Founding of Lique des Droits du frangais by Pere Joseph-Papin Archambault, Omer
Héroux, Doctor Joseph Gauvrecau and others. Purpose is to promote the use of
French in all signs, catalogues, advertising and business. Omer Héroux becomes
disciple of I'Action Frangaise of France.

Popc Pius X privately condemns  Action Francaise in France.
World War I begins.
Birth of son Jean, to Omer Héroux and Bernadette Dufresne.

Formation of I'Almanach de la languc francaise in Quebec.

Rcgulation XV1I is adopted in Ontario, regulating the use of French. Omer Héroux
fights against thc law with all his resources. During the struggle, he mcets Marie-
Louise Rocque,(1888-1976), who became his third wife after the death of Bernadette
Dufresne, 1923.

Formation of I'Action Frangaisc in Montreal, which publishes I'Action Francaise.

Ligue d’Action Frangaise cvolves from la Ligue des Droits du frangais in Quebec.
Beginning of Scmaines Sociales in Quebec.

Death of Onicr Héroux's father-in-law Ephrem Dufresne, June 24.
Death of daughter Lucic of tuberculosis of the bone, October 18.

Bourassa brcaks with T'Action Frangaise,” undermining ’le réveil nationalistc,'and
demoralising the membership.

Death of second wife Bernadette Dufresne of tuberculosis, April 18.
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1924

1926

1928

1929

1932

1934

1937

1946

1947

1948

1957

1960

1963

In July, Omer Héroux marrics third wifc Maric-Louise Rocque of Orleans, Ontario,

L'Action Frangaisc and Charles Maurras in France are condemned publically by Pope
Pius XI.

Vatican refuses religious rites to members of Action Frangais in France.

Pope condemns the Sentinelle of Woonsocket, Rhode Istand and the editor Elphrige
Daignault.

Creation of Opus Dci by Mgr. Josemaria Escriva de Balaguer, a sccret society of lay
persons, who approach their profcssion as a ministry and answer to God and to
Rome.

L’Action Francaise in Quebec changes name to Action Canadicnne-frangaise.
Abbé Lionel Groulx resigns from Action Canadicnne-frangaise at the same time
stabilizing his teaching position at the University of Montreal.

Last edition of I'Action Francaisc in Quebcc.

First time Omer Héroux is actually acknowledged as editor-in-chicf of Le Devoir.
The A.CJ.C. cvolved into Jeunes Canada, Jeunesse Quvricre catholique, (J.0.C)),
Jeunesse étudiante catholique, (J.E.C.), Jeuncssc indépendante, (J.1.C.) and Jeunesse

Agricole catholique, (J.A.C.). Omer Héroux acts as publicist for the group.

Omer Héroux receives an Honorary degree from Univerity Laval in recognition of
forty years of journalism.

L'Ocuvres des Tracts issucs special edition on Omer Héroux, celebrating fifty years
of journalism.

Omer Héroux receives the Order of Merit from the Association scolaire {ranco-
Ontarienne.

Omer Héroux is honoured by the Sociét¢ Saint-Jean-Baptiste of Montrcal.
Omer Héroux is honoured by I'Université Saint-Joscph de Memramcook, Moncton,

with an honorary Ph.D.
Omer Héroux retires from Le Devoir, but continued to write under the heading

"Souvenirs,’ from his home.

Omer Héroux reccives the Grard Prix du journalisme canadicn-frangus at the
Congres de la {édération montréalaise de la Société Saint-Jean-Baptiste.

Death of Omer Héroux, May 3.
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