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Below	are	presented,	in	tabular	form,	all	the	instances	of	sanctuary-seeking	in	
England	that	I	have	uncovered	for	the	period	1380-1557,	more	than	1800	seekers	
altogether.	It	is	a	companion	to	my	book,	Seeking	Sanctuary:	Crime,	Mercy,	and	
Politics	in	English	Courts,	1400-1550	(Oxford:	Oxford	University	Press,	2017).	As	I	
have	continued	to	add	to	the	data	since	that	book	went	to	press,	the	charts	here	
may	be	slightly	different	from	those	in	the	book.	

Seeking	Sanctuary	explores	a	curious	aspect	of	premodern	English	law:	the	right	of	
felons	to	shelter	in	a	church	or	ecclesiastical	precinct,	remaining	safe	from	arrest	
and	trial	in	the	king's	courts.	This	is	the	first	book	in	more	than	a	century	to	
examine	sanctuary	in	England	in	the	fifteenth	and	sixteenth	centuries.	Looking	
anew	at	this	subject	challenges	the	prevailing	assumptions	in	the	scholarship	that	
this	'medieval'	practice	had	become	outmoded	and	little-used	by	the	fifteenth	and	
sixteenth	centuries.	Although	for	decades	after	1400	sanctuary-seeking	was	indeed	
fairly	rare,	the	evidence	in	the	legal	records	shows	the	numbers	of	felons	seeing	
refuge	in	churches	began	to	climb	again	in	the	late	fifteenth	century	and	reached	
its	peak	in	the	period	between	1525	and	1535.	Sanctuary	was	not	so	much	a	
medieval	practice	accidentally	surviving	into	the	early	modern	era,	as	it	was	an	
organism	that	had	continued	to	evolve	and	adapt	to	new	environments	and	indeed	
flourished	in	its	adapted	state.	Sanctuary	suited	the	early	Tudor	regime:	it	
intersected	with	rapidly	developing	ideas	about	jurisdiction	and	provided	a	means	
of	mitigating	the	harsh	capital	penalties	of	the	English	law	of	felony	that	was	useful	
not	only	to	felons	but	also	to	the	crown	and	the	political	elite.	Sanctuary's	
resurgence	after	1480	means	we	need	to	rethink	how	sanctuary	worked,	and	to	
reconsider	more	broadly	the	intersections	of	culture,	law,	politics,	and	religion	in	
the	years	between	1400	and	1550.	

The	data	is	presented	below	ordered	by	the	surnames	of	the	sanctuary	seekers;	
another	.pdf	presents	the	same	material	in	date	order.	For	more	refined	
searches/ordering,	you	can	download	the	Excel	spreadsheet	which	allows	the	
entries	to	be	sorted	in	any	way	the	user	prefers	–	by	dates,	names,	places	of	origin,	
sanctuary	sought,	etc.	I	have	included	all	seekers	with	names	–	as	opposed	to	
allusions	to	nameless	people,	except	in	circumstances	where	there	is	a	good	deal	

of	evidence	except	for	the	name	(e.g.	ID	#1262).	In	order	to	place	those	seekers	
chronologically	over	the	century	and	a	half	I	was	considering,	in	the	absence	of	
exact	dates	I	sometimes	assigned	a	reasonable	year	to	a	seeker	(always	noted	in	
the	summary	section).	As	definitions	of	specific	felonies	were	somewhat	elastic	in	
this	era,	I	have	not	sought	to	distinguish	between	different	kinds	of	asportation	
offences	(theft,	robbery,	burglary),	and	have	noted	in	the	summary	different	forms	
of	homicide	only	as	they	were	indicated	in	the	indictment.	Details	on	the	offences	
are	noted	in	the	summaries	of	the	cases;	there	is	repetition	in	the	cases	where	
several	perpetrators	were	named	in	a	single	document	so	that	complete	records	
are	maintained	even	if	the	records	are	sorted	in	a	way	that	separates	the	entries	
(e.g.	by	surname).	 	

To	compile	this	data,	I	looked	comprehensively	through	a	number	of	archival	
collections,	especially	National	Archives	[TNA],	KB	9	[King’s	Bench	indictment	files]	
and	other	document	classes	at	TNA	with	online	calendars	(which	allowed	cases	
involving	sanctuary	to	be	identified	easily),	such	as	Chancery	bills	(C	1),	Star	
Chamber	(STAC	2),	Common	Pleas	(CP	40	–	calendar	at	British	History	Online)	and	
State	Papers	(SP);	I	also	looked	at	much	(but	not	all)	of	the	Rex	side	of	KB	27	(the	
Coram	Rege	rolls),	at	KB	29	(King’s	Bench	controlment	rolls),	and	at	numerous	
other	records	at	TNA	and	other	archives	that	came	to	my	attention	through	
references	in	other	scholars’	work	or	other	research.	Many	of	the	records	at	the	
National	Archives	at	Kew	are	available	through	the	Anglo-American	Legal	Tradition	
project	website	(http://aalt.law.uh.edu),	including	most	of	the	King’s	Bench	records	
on	which	I	have	relied	heavily.	I	also	searched	through	any	printed	sources	for	the	
period	that	I	thought	might	have	instances	of	sanctuary	seeking.	There	doubtless	
remain	other	instances	in	other	records	that	I	have	not	uncovered;	I	am,	of	course,	
always	pleased	to	receive	further	references	or	corrections.	

Graham	Dawson,	Krista	Kesselring,	Katherine	French,	and	Justin	Colson	were	
generous	with	providing	me	with	references	to	seekers.	I	was	also	able	to	find	
references	in	many	previous	publications,	but	I	would	like	especially	to	
acknowledge	those	of	John	Baker	and	Jessica	Freeman.	Alice	Reiter's	assistance	for	
proofreading	was	invaluable.
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Sanctuary	Seekers	in	England,	1390-1557
Summary	Charts
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SANCTUARY	SEEKERS,	FIVE-YEAR	TOTALS	(ALL	KINDS	OF	SEEKERS,	
ALL	SOURCES)
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CHURCH-TAKERS	AND/OR	ABJURERS,	FIVE-
YEAR	TOTALS	(ALL	SOURCES)
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CHURCH-TAKERS	AND/OR	ABJURERS,	FIVE-
YEAR	TOTALS	(KB	9)
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DURHAM	AND	BEVERLEY	SANCTUARY	REGISTERS

Durham Beverley
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Seeker	
ID

Surname First	
Name

Seeker	Place	
of	Origin

Seeker	
Occupation	
or	Status

Sex Sanctuary Sanctuary	Type Port	
Assigned

Year Date Seeker	
Reason

Seeker	
Reason	

Elaboration

	Summary	of	case Reference Case	
ID

570 **** **** Yorkshire,	
Settrington

painter M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1515 1515-07-31 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	[blank],	painter	of	Settrington,	sought	
sanctuary	on	31	Jul.	1515	for	debt.

SDSB,	168 503

684 **** **** Yorkshire M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1526 1526-03-27 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	[Blank	Blank]	of	[Blank]	in	Yorkshire	sought	
sanctuary	at	Beverley	on	27	Mar.	1526	for	debt;	he	was	admitted	before	Robert	
Crayk,	esquire,	and	John	Wright,	clerk	of	the	court	there.

SDSB,	190 615

1262 **** **** M Greyfriars,	
London

Taking	church 1529 Felony London	chroniclers,	the	City's	repertory	book,	and	Spelman	all	recorded	the	case	of	a	
nameless	convicted	felon	who	escaped	after	trial	at	Newgate	and	fled	to	Greyfriars;	
the	Grey	Friars	chronicler	and	Holinshed	say	that	he	refused	to	abjure	and	thus	was	
seized	violently	by	the	sheriffs'	men;	"but	the	law	served	not	to	hang	him"	and	he	was	
ultimately	set	free.	Spelman	in	his	report	noted	that	the	legal	question	at	hand	was	
whether	he	should	be	permitted	to	abjure	or	not,	which	is	closer	to	the	London	civic	
record.

LMA,	Rep.	8,	fols.	34v,	62v;	
John	Gough	Nichols,	ed.,	
Chronicle	of	the	Grey	Friars	
of	London,	Camden	Society	
Old	Series	53	(London:	
Camden	Society,	1852),	34;	
Holinshed,	Chronicles,	6:906;	
Baker,	Spelman's	Reports,	
1:46

1105

1249 **** **** servant	of	
Robert	
Rochester

M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1556 Homicide Chronicler	Henry	Machyn	reported	that	on	6	Dec.	1556,	the	abbot	of	Westminster	
went	on	a	procession	with	his	convent,	and	preceding	him	went	"all	the	sanctuary	
men	with	cross	keys	on	their	garments."	Amongst	them	was	a	"thief	that	did	belong	
to	one	of	Mr.	Comptroller's	servants,	who	did	kill	Richard	Eggyllston,	the	controller's	
tailor,	at	the	Long	Acres	back	side	Charing	Cross."	The	comptroller	of	the	household	
from	1553	was	Sir	Robert	Rochester.

Machyn,	Chronicle,	fol.	63v 1093

628 **** John Lincolnshire,	
Lincoln

surgeon M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1523 1523-07-10 Felony Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	John	[Blank]	sought	sanctuary	on	10	Jul.	1523	
for	felony.

SDSB,	179 559

1312 **** Marmadu
ke

M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 Felony In	the	1532	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Marmaduke	[blank]	was	named	as	having	
entered	for	felony.

TNA,	SP	1/70,	fol.	133 1146

1828 **** Richard M St.	Katherine	by	
the	Tower

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1510 Debt In	a	Chancery	bill,	Eleanor	Cotyng	complained	that	she	was	being	sued	on	a	bond	
already	paid	by	a	sanctuary	man,	Richard	[surname	illegible]	of	St.	Katherine's,	a	man	
"of	little	substance."	Year	approximate	(range	1504-1515);	debt	surmised	as	reason	
for	sanctuary	from	context.	

TNA,	C	1/296/7 1597

604 **** Richard Yorkshire,	
Wauldby

husbandman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1522 1522-05-05 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Richard	[Blank]	sought	sanctuary	on	5	May	
1522	for	the	death	of	Robert	Hochonson.	

SDSB,	175 536

1777 **** Thomas	
("Black	
Tom")

London	 tailor M Colchester,	St.	
John's	Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1513 Homicide Self-
defence?

In	Star	Chamber	between	1514	and	1521,	Richard	Vynes,	bailiff	of	the	sanctuary	of	St.	
John's	Abbey	in	Colchester,	sued	Sir	John	Raynsford	and	his	son	John	Jr.,	alleging	that	
the	younger	Raynsford	(ID	#1775)	and	several	of	his	servants	were	responsible	for	the	
homicide	of	Michael	Brasebrigge	(ID	#1776).	Amongst	Vynes's	allegations	was	that	
another	sanctuary	man,	"Black	Tom,"	a	tailor,	was	Raynsford's	retainer	and	had	both	
committed	crimes	on	Raynsford's	behalf	and	had	been	shielded	by	Raynsford	for	his	
own	misdeeds.	Raynsford	and	his	father,	conversely,	averred	that	Black	Tom	was	not	
their	servant,	but	that	he	had	been	admitted	to	the	sanctuary	some	years	before	for	a	
killing	in	London	in	self-defence.

STAC	2/18/283;	2/20/26;	
2/20/100

1552

1841 a	Barlow Richard Staffordshire,	
Newborough

tailor M Church-taking,	
Herefordshire,	
Hereford	St.	
Ethelbert

Taking	church 1495 1495-09-20 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	20	Sept.	1495,	Barlow	sought	sanctuary	in	the	
church	of	St.	Ethelbert	in	Hereford,	confessing	to	the	coroner	that	he	had	on	26	Apr.	
1495	at	Worcester	stolen	a	gown	worth	5s	and	a	pair	of	socks	worth	2s	4d	along	with	
8d	in	money	from	Hugh	Collyns.	The	memorandum	indicates	nothing	about	
abjuration.	The	report	was	handed	up	to	King's	Bench	in	Easter	term	1496.

TNA,	KB	9/408,	m.	24 1608

1329 a	Morgan John Wales	 M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1530 Homicide n	the	1532	and	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	censuses,	a	Morgan	(identified	as	
"Welshman")	was	named	as	having	entered	c.	1530	for	"the	death	of	a	man	in	Wales	
where	he	was	p<...>"	(1532);	the	1533	census	simply	indicated	it	was	for	murder.

TNA,	SP	1/70,	fol.	133 1163
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Seeker	
ID

Surname First	
Name

Seeker	Place	
of	Origin

Seeker	
Occupation	
or	Status

Sex Sanctuary Sanctuary	Type Port	
Assigned

Year Date Seeker	
Reason

Seeker	
Reason	

Elaboration

	Summary	of	case Reference Case	
ID

1872 a	Morton William Cheshire,	
Nantwich

yeoman M Church-taking,	
Surrey,	
Newington,	St.	
Mary

Taking	church
Abjuration

Dover 1459 1459-05-19 Homicide Also	burglary Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	19	May	1459	Morton	fled	to	the	parish	church	of	St.	
Mary	Newington,	and	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	in	April	1458	he	had	broken	into	
a	house	in	Wandsworth	and	stolen	a	horse,	and	that	in	June	1456	he	had	assaulted	
and	killed	John	Hoderfeld	at	Skipton,	Yorkshire.	He	abjured.	Appeared	before	King's	
Bench	in	Jul.	1459,	and	had	no	answer	when	asked	if	there	was	any	reason	why	
sentence	should	not	be	executed,	and	thus	was	sentenced	to	hang.

TNA,	KB	27/793,	rex	m.	41d	
(GD)

1638

1746 a	Parr John Buckinghamsh
ire,	"Hardyn"

labourer M Church-taking,	
Hertfordshire,	
Hertford	St.	
Mary

Taking	church
Abjuration

Southampt
on

1526 1526-11-23 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	on	23	Nov.	1526	at	Hertford,	that	Parr	took	the	cemetery	of	
the	parish	church	of	St.	Mary	by	Hertford	priory.	Confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	26	
Oct.	1526	he	had	broken	into	the	close	of	an	unknown	man	at	Harpenden,	Herts.,	and	
stolen	a	horse.	He	abjured	and	was	assigned	Southampton.	Parr	was	part	of	a	group	
of	nine	men	who	sought	churches	in	Hertford	and	abjured,	all	on	the	same	day,	23	
Nov.	1526;	they	came	from	different	parts	of	England;	they	confessed	to	different	
felonies;	and	they	were	all	assigned	different	ports.	Eight	sought	St.	Mary's	parish	
church	in	Hertford,	one	the	parish	church	of	All	Hallows.	It	is	most	likely	they	had	all	
broken	out	of	a	prison	together,	perhaps	at	Hertford	castle.

TNA,	KB	9/973,	m.	63;	KB	
29/159,	m.	2d

1524

1118 a	Plough John Buckinghamsh
ire,	
Hambledon

butcher M Church-taking,	
London,	
Greyfriars;	then	
London,	St.	
Magnus

Taking	church 1506 1506-08-25 Asportation At	Buckinghamshire	gaol	delivery	at	Aylesbury,	6	Mar.	1507,	Plough	was	indicted	
along	with	Hugh	Bradbury	(ID	#1120)	for	having	broken	into	the	house	and	close	of	
Joan	Iwardeby	at	Quainton	in	Bucks.,	stealing	goods	belonging	to	Ellen	Cutlard;	and	
on	his	own	for	having	stolen	a	horse	from	Thomas	Triplet	at	Warmeston,	Bucks.,	on	4	
Aug.	1506.	Both	Bradbury	and	Plough	pleaded	sanctuary,	Plough	saying	that	he	was	
being	led	by	the	serjeant	of	the	mace	from	the	Breadstreet	Counter	[the	London	
sheriffs'	prison]	to	Newgate	prison	on	25	Aug.	1506	when	he	escaped	and	ran	to	
Greyfriars	church.	He	was	seized	from	there,	but	he	asked	to	be	restored	to	the	
sanctuary	and	refused	otherwise	to	plead	to	the	charge.	He	was	brought	before	King's	
Bench	and	eventually	changed	his	plea	to	not	guilty.	He	was	bailed	to	await	a	trial	by	
jury,	but	in	the	meantime,	on	14	Jul.	1508	he	again	took	sanctuary,	this	time	at	the	
parish	church	of	St.	Magnus	in	London,	from	which	he	must	again	have	been	seized.	
He	pleaded	sanctuary	again	when	brought	before	King's	Bench	but	the	court	refused	
to	allow	the	plea.	He	then	successfully	pleaded	clergy	and	was	taken	to	the	bishop	of	
Lincoln's	prison	at	Banbury.

TNA,	KB	9/444,	m.	22;	KB	
27/983,	rex	m.	18;	KB	
29/136,	mm.	31-31d

985

678 Ableson George Yorkshire,	
Hutton	
Cranswick

wheelwright M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1527 1527-01-17 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Ableson	sought	sanctuary	on	17	Jan.	1527	for	
debt.

SDSB,	189 609

1726 Abromell Thomas Hampshire,	
Lymington

labourer M Church-taking,	
Oxfordshire,	
Cropredy

Taking	church
Abjuration

Southampt
on

1517 1517-09-19 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	at	Cropredy,	Oxon.,	on	19	Sept.	1517,	Richard	Constable	
alias	Walker;	William	Bryggys;	Thomas	Hogeson;	and	Thomas	Abromell	fled	to	the	
parish	church	at	Cropredy.	They	confessed	that	the	previous	day	they	had	together	
broken	into	the	close	and	house	of	Thomas	Debeson	of	Stanford,	Oxon.,	and	
assaulted	him,	stealing	46s	8d	in	money.	They	all	abjured,	all	being	assigned	the	same	
port.	

TNA,	KB	9/967,	m.	35 1506

550 Abthorp Robert Nottinghamshi
re,	North	
Muskham

weaver M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1481 1481-11-19 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Abthorp	sought	sanctuary	on	19	Nov.	1481	
for	the	death	of	William	Barton	also	of	North	Muskham,	chapman,	killed	by	him	on	29	
Aug.	1481.

SDSB,	164 485

1314 Ackrykis Christoph
er

capper M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1530 Homicide Also	debt In	the	1532	and	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	censuses,	Ackrykis	was	named	as	having	
entered	c.	1530	for	debt	and	suspicion	of	murder	(1532)	and	for	murder	(1533).

TNA,	SP	1/70,	fol.	133;	SP	
1/238,	fols.	72-73
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1732 Acres Ralph Warwickshire,	
Berkswell

tailor M SJJ:	Balsall	
Preceptory	in	
Warwickshire

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1535 1535-11-25 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	at	Berkswell,	Warws.,	on	25	Nov.	1535,	over	the	body	of	William	
Croke.	The	jurors	reported	that	on	23	Nov.	1535	at	9pm	Acres	had	assaulted	Croke,	
giving	him	a	wound	from	which	he	languished	until	the	following	day,	when	he	died.	
Croke	immediately	fled	to	"the	privilege	of	St.	John	the	Baptist	in	Balsall,"	a	
Hospitaller	preceptory.	The	King's	Bench	controlment	roll	indicates	that	Acres	was	
outlawed	on	2	Jun.	1537.

TNA,	KB	9/976,	m.	55;	KB	
29/169,	m.	2d

1512

1227 Adam Henry M Church-taking,	
Buckinghamshir
e

Taking	church
Abjuration	to	
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1538 Felony The	King's	Bench	controlment	roll	indicates	that	Adam	abjured	from	Buckinghamshire	
"for	certain	felonies."

TNA,	KB	29/171,	m.	25 1077

914 Adamson John Essex,	
Colchester

pardoner M Church-taking,	
Essex,	Colne

Taking	church
Abjuration

Harwich 1520 1520-08-07 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	that	Adamson	took	the	parish	church	of	Colne,	Essex,	on	7	
Aug.	1520.	He	asked	for	the	coroner	and	confessed	that	on	20	Nov.	1488	[!]	he	had	
assaulted	Robert	Mason	of	Stangate	in	Huntingdonshire,	hitting	him	on	the	head	with	
a	staff	and	killing	him.	He	abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/484,	m.	87 819

1759 Adayll John Yorkshire,	
Driffield

labourer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1530 1530-10-24 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	at	Hutton	Cranswick,	Yorks.,	on	24	Oct.	1530	over	the	body	of	
William	Aunderson.	The	jurors	reported	that	Adayll	had	on	23	Oct.	1530	around	4pm	
assaulted	him,	with	precogitated	malice,	with	an	iron	fork,	killing	him	instantly.	Adayll	
immediately	fled,	with	the	townspeople	of	Hutton	Cranswick	pursuing	him	from	town	
to	town,	but	he	escaped	"to	the	privilege	of	Beverley."	Adayll	does	not	appear	in	the	
sanctuary	register	for	Beverley.

TNA,	KB	9/975,	m.	12 1535

922 Adcok Stephen Kent,	Boxley yeoman M Church-taking,	
Kent,	Boxley	
Abbey

Taking	church
Ambiguous

1517 1517-07-20 Homicide Accessory Coroner's	inquest	at	Boxley,	Kent,	on	20	Jul.	1517	over	the	body	of	John	Bukmer.	The	
jurors	reported	that	on	19	Jul.	1517	at	4	pm	Roger	Lane	assaulted	and	killed	Bukmer	
with	a	hazestaff.	Stephen	Adcok,	John	Bourne,	and	Robert	Norys	had	before	the	
attack	feloniously	incited	him	to	commit	the	murder.	As	soon	as	the	felony	was	
committed,	they	all	fled	to	the	monastery	of	the	Blessed	Mary	at	Boxley.	(It	is	unclear	
whether	the	asylum	they	sought	was	meant	as	a	prelude	to	abjuration	or	permanent	
sanctuary.)

TNA,	KB	9/474,	m.	12 822

1758 Addylsey	
(alias	
Huddylston,	
More,	
Horseley,	
and	
Thomson)

Robert Lincolnshire,	
Lamford	
Bridge[?]

labourer,	
alias	yeoman

M Church-taking,	
Cambridgeshire,	
Cambridge	Holy	
Sepulchre

Taking	church
Abjuration

Dover 1526 1526-10-28 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	28	Oct.	1526	Robert	Addylsey	(with	aliases	
Huddylston,	More,	Horseley,	and	Thomson)	took	the	church	of	the	Holy	Sepulchre	in	
Cambridge,	within	the	liberty	of	the	town.	On	2	Nov.	he	confessed	to	the	coroners	
that	on	7	Oct.	1526	on	the	king's	road	near	Hailes	in	Gloucs.	he	had	assaulted	an	
unknown	man	with	a	sword	and	stole	13	golden	crowns	and	4	groats	from	his	purse.	
He	abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/974,	m.	11 1534

1315 Ade Richard London grocer M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 Debt In	the	1532	and	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	censuses,	Ade	was	named	as	having	
entered	for	debt.	On	4	Feb.	1533,	an	entry	in	the	Repertory	Book	of	the	London	Court	
of	Aldermen	indicated	that	two	aldermen	and	the	common	sergeant	were	to	go	to	
Westminster	to	"take	a	knowlegge"	of	one	Adys,	"there	beyng	a	Seyntwaryma[n],	for	
the	Satisfaccion	of	his	wyfes	parte	or	porcion."

TNA,	SP	1/70,	fol.	133;	SP	
1/238,	fols.	72-73;	LMA,	Rep.	
8,	fol.	271v

1149

293 Akehede Edmund Yorkshire,	
Leeds

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1522 1522-12-03 Debt Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Akehede	sought	sanctuary	on	3	Dec.	1522	for	
debts	to	various	creditors	in	London	and	Yorkshire,	and	especially	to	Master	Walwen	
of	London.	He	promises	to	satisfy	his	creditors	when	he	is	able	to	do	so.	

SDSB,	89 242
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1863 Akeryg George Warwickshire,	
Merevale

monastic	
oblate

M Church-taking,	
Yorkshire,	York,	
St.	Leonard's	
Hospital

Taking	church
Abjuration

Hull 1512 1512-03-05 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	recorded	in	the	register	of	St.	Leonard's	Hospital	in	York,	
that	on	5	Mar.	1512	Akeryg,	described	as	"late	oblate	[ablathie]	of	St.	Mary,	Merevale	
in	the	county	of	Warwick,"	stole	a	silver	girdle	worth	12s.	from	an	image	of	the	
Blessed	Mary	in	St.	Mary's	monastery	in	York.	He	immediately	fled	to	the	church	of	
the	hospital	of	St.	Leonard,	and	remained	there	until	10	Mar.,	when	he	called	for	the	
coroner.	Both	the	coroner/clerk	of	the	"exchequer"	of	the	hospital	and	the	coroner	
for	the	City	of	York	came	and	together	heard	his	confession.	He	asked	to	abjure	and	
they	assigned	him	the	port	of	Hull.	Cf.	the	case	of	Edwin	Tylwall,	ID	#1864,	who	in	
1517	appears	to	take	permanent	sanctuary	at	St.	Leonard's	Hospital.

York	Minster	Archives,	MS	
2/6e,	Register	of	St.	
Leonard's	Hospital,	fol.	44v

1629

120 Alan John Yorkshire,	
Thorpe

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1505 1505-05-17 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	John	Burnell,	William	Burnell,	and	John	Alan	
sought	sanctuary	on	17	May	1505	because	they	struck	John	Smyth	on	the	head	on	the	
king's	high	road,	giving	him	a	blow	from	which	he	died.	

SDSB,	42 101

1222 Alan John London	 grocer M Beverley	
(abjuration	from	
Yorkshire,	
Osborn[?])

Taking	church
Abjuration	to	
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1536 1536-05-01 Felony Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	1	May	1536	Alan	took	the	church	of	Osborn,	West	
Riding,	Yorkshire.	He	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	29	Apr.	1536	at	Branholme	in	
the	West	Riding	he	had	stolen	a	horse.	He	sought	to	abjure,	was	branded,	and	chose	
Beverley.	(His	name	does	not	appear	in	the	Beverley	register.)

TNA,	KB	9/1065,	m.	56;	KB	
29/169,	m.	26

1072

1316 Albon John goldsmith M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1530 Felony In	the	1532	and	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	censuses,	Albon	was	named	as	having	
entered	c.	1530	for	felony	(1532)	and	for	"receiving	stolen	plate"	(1533).

TNA,	SP	1/70,	fol.	133;	SP	
1/238,	fols.	72-73

1150

1317 Albrey Morgan Wales	 M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1530 Homicide In	the	1532	and	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	censuses,	Albrey	(identified	as	
"Welshman")	was	named	as	having	entered	c.	1530	for	murder.

TNA,	SP	1/70,	fol.	133;	SP	
1/238,	fols.	72-73

1151

864 Alcok	alias	
Canapy

Henry London	 yeoman,	
coppersmith,	
gentleman

M Church-taking,	
London,	St.	
Sepulchre

Taking	church 1493 1493-05-14 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	14	May	1493	in	the	parish	of	St.	Sepulchre	without	Newgate,	
London,	over	the	body	of	William	Maryot.	Jurors	found	that	Alcok	murdered	him,	
following	which	he	fled	to	the	church	of	St.	Sepulchre.	The	King's	Bench	controlment	
roll	indicates	that	Alcok	was	outlawed	in	Trinity	1496.

TNA,	KB	9/398,	mm.	48-49 774

534 Alestre Robert Nottinghamshi
re,	
Nottingham

gentleman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1478 1478-05-03 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Alestre	sought	sanctuary	at	Beverley	on	3	
May	1478	for	the	death	of	John	Hill	of	Westminster,	Middlesex,	yeoman,	killed	by	him	
at	Nottingham	on	16	April.

SDSB,	160 470

1810 Aleyn John London	 hurer M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1400 Debt In	an	undated	Chancery	bill	--	likely	very	early,	c.	1400,	by	its	form	and	language	
(French)	--	John	Aleyn	plaintiff	indicates	he	had	gone	into	sanctuary	at	Westminster	
over	debt	to	John	Ludlowe;	he	came	out	when	Ludlowe	promised	him	respite	of	
payment	but	then	was	arrested	anyway.

TNA,	C	1/69/377 1584

1760 Aleyn John Suffolk,	Risby labourer M Church-taking,	
Cambridgeshire,	
Swaffham	Prior

Taking	church
Abjuration

Orwell 1403 1403-05-15 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	15	May	1403	Aleyn	took	the	parish	church	In	
Swaffham	Prior.	Aleyn	confessed	that	the	week	before	he	had	killed	Geoffrey	Hore,	
labourer.	He	abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/990,	mm.	43-44 1537

1521 Aleyn Richard Dorset,	
Wimborne	
Minster	and	
Hampshire,Dib
den

yeoman M Church-taking,	
Hampshire,	
Winchester	St.	
Swithin's	
Cathedral

Taking	church
Abjuration

Southampt
on

1481 1481-04-09 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	9	Apr.	1481	Aleyn	took	the	cathedral	church	in	
Winchester	and	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	2	Apr.	1481	at	Gulford,	Wilts.,	he	
burglarized	the	house	of	John	North.	He	abjured.	A	note	on	the	indictment	and	the	
entry	on	the	coram	rege	roll	indicate	that	he	had	returned	to	the	realm	and	was	
hanged	in	Trinity	1481.

TNA,	KB	9/357,	mm.	2-3;	KB	
27/884,	rex	m.	7	

1339

661 Algood John Yorkshire,	
Wheldrake[?]

carpenter M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1525 1525-07-23 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Algood,	of	"Wheleryk,"	sought	sanctuary	on	
23	Jul.	1525	for	debt.

SDSB,	186 592
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743 Allenson	
alias	
Adamson

William Yorkshire,	
Whitby

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1534 1534-09-30 Homicide Self-defence Coroner's	inquest	at	Lockington,	East	Riding,	Yorkshire,	on	18	Jul.	1533,	over	the	body	
of	Ralph	Anderson	of	Lockington,	yeoman.	The	jurors	reported	that	on	16	Jul.	
Anderson	had	assaulted	William	Adamson	on	the	king's	road	at	Lockington,	and	that	
Adamson	struck	back	in	self-defence	and	gave	Anderson	a	wound	from	which	he	died	
two	days	later.	For	fear	of	arrest	and	imprisonment,	Adamson	fled	to	the	sanctuary	of	
St.	John	of	Beverley,	where	he	remains.	Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	
William	"Allenson"	sought	sanctuary	there	on	30	Sept.	1534	because	he	had	
feloniously	killed	Ralph	Anderson.	It	is	assumed	these	are	the	same	men,	although	the	
surnames	are	slightly	different,	and	more	than	a	year	separates	the	coroner's	inquest	
report	that	Adamson/Allenson	fled	to	Beverley	from	the	entry	in	the	Beverley	
register.

TNA,	KB	9/525,	m.	76;	SDSB,	
203

672

1700 Alyn Richard London	 haberdasher M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1535 1535-06-29 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	in	the	parish	of	All	Hallows,	Bread	Street,	City	of	London,	on	30	Jun.	
1535,	over	the	body	of	Richard	Rowe	of	London,	merchant	tailor.	The	jurors	reported	
that	on	29	Jun.	Rowe	was	on	the	king's	road	in	Bread	Street	around	5	am,	when	
Richard	Alyn	of	London,	haberdasher,	son	of	Roger	Alyn,	citizen	and	haberdasher,	
attacked	Rowe	with	a	sword.	The	jurors	also	reported	that	William	Betts	of	
Gloucester,	yeoman,	also	attacked	Rowe	with	a	staff,	and	together	they	gave	Rowe	
mortal	blows	from	which	he	died	the	following	day.	Betts	was	arrested	for	the	felony,	
but	Alyn	fled	for	the	felony	to	St.	Martin	le	Grand.

TNA,	KB	9/1065,	mm.	8-9 1479

1784 Amadas John Devon,	
Tavistock

gentleman,	
serjeant-at-
arms,	MP	
etc.

M Church-taking,	
Devon,	Tavistock	
Abbey

Taking	church 1529 Security In	quarrel	with	John	Fitz	in	Devon	in	Star	Chamber,	Amadas	claimed	he	sought	refuge	
in	Tavistock	Abbey	in	1529;	although	his	History	of	Parliament	biographer	calls	this	
seeking	sanctuary,	by	his	own	account	at	least	he	was	simply	fleeing	for	refuge	in	the	
holy	place	from	men	intent	on	killing	him	(as	opposed	to	formally	taking	an	oath).	
Amadas	had	sat	as	MP	in	1515;	he	went	on	to	serve	as	royal	serjeant-at-arms,	JP,	and	
many	other	offices	in	the	1530s.	Ironically,	given	his	rhetoric	of	the	church	as	holy	
place	of	safety,	he	is	likely	the	Amadas	who	breached	sanctuary	in	the	case	of	George	
Brewce	(ID	#1159)	in	1539.

TNA,	STAC	2/1,	fol.	148;	
Roger	Virgoe,	"Amadas,	
John,"	HPO

1559

578 Ameas Arthur Gloucestershir
e,	Thornbury

gentleman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1516 1516-05-20 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Ameas	sought	sanctuary	on	20	May	1516	for	
debt.

SDSB,	170 511

1785 Anderson Henry Northumberla
nd,	Newcastle	
upon	Tyne

merchant,	
sheriff,	
alderman,	
mayor,	MP

M Taking	church 1527 Homicide This	case	is	uncertain:	Anderson's	History	of	Parliament	biographer	suggests	that	
Anderson	may	have	taken	sanctuary	before	he	was	granted	a	pardon	in	1527	for	the	
murder	of	William	White;	"such	episodes	were	too	common	on	the	borders	for	this	
one	to	have	had	any	serious	repercussions	on	his	career."	The	references	to	the	
murder	and	pardon	given,	however,	do	not	mention	sanctuary.

M.	J.	Taylor,	"Anderson,	
Henry,"	HPO

1560

1019 Anderson James Yorkshire,	
Malton

tinker M Church-taking,	
Yorkshire,	
Nunnington

Taking	church
Abjuration

Scarboroug
h

1528 1528-11-28 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	at	Nunnington	in	Yorkshire	on	28	November	1528	
Anderson	took	the	parish	church	of	Nunnington.	He	confessed	that	on	17	Nov.	at	
night	he	broke	into	the	"domum	hospitalem"	(inn?)	of	John	Hoope	at	East	Nesse	and	
burgled	it.	Anderson	named	as	his	accomplice	John	Brown	(ID	#1020),	who	also	took	
church	at	Nunnington	on	the	same	day	and	confessed	to	the	same	crime.	He	abjured.	

TNA,	KB	9/509,	mm.	134,	
135;	KB	29/161,	m.	1d
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1658 Anderson William M SJJ:	Islington	
house

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1515 Felony In	the	case	Pauncefote	v.	Savage	--	where	Sir	John	Savage	(ID	#1650)	sought	sanctuary	
in	a	house	in	St.	John's	Street	in	a	house	leased	from	the	prior	of	St.	John	of	Jerusalem	
--	Savage	cited	the	precedent	for	his	own	sanctuary	plea	of	the	case	of	William	
Anderson,	who	according	to	Savage	had	pleaded	sanctuary	at	gaol	delivery	at	
Newgate	on	24	Apr.	1515,	saying	that	he	had	taken	asylum	in	a	house	in	Islington	
belonging	to	the	prior	of	St.	John's.	Anderson	was	restored	to	his	sanctuary	(according	
to	Savage's	citation).

TNA,	KB	27/1020,	plea	m.	60,	
transcribed	in	Baker,	Caryll's	
Reports,	714;	McSheffrey,	
SS ,	98

1439

1330 Andrewe John tailor M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 Debt In	the	1532	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Andrew	was	named	as	having	entered	for	
debt,	and	"recevinge	and	lodgynge	of	suspecte	persones."	His	entry	is	marked	by	a	
pointing	hand.

TNA,	SP	1/70,	fol.	133 1164

1152 Andrews Henry London	 yeoman M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1536 1536-03-08 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	8	Mar.	1536	in	the	parish	of	St.	Dunstan	in	the	East,	London,	over	
the	body	of	Geoffrey	Jones,	late	of	the	household	of	the	king,	yeoman,	also	late	
servant	of	Henry	[Parker,	keeper?]	of	the	king's	chamber.	The	jurors	reported	that	on	
7	Mar.	1536	around	8pm	Jones	was	on	the	king's	road	called	Tower	Street,	when	
Henry	Andrewes,	servant	of	John	Daunsey,	knight,	feloniously	assaulted	him	with	a	
sword,	giving	him	a	mortal	wound	from	which	he	died.	He	immediately	fled	to	
Westminster	for	sanctuary.	They	also	said	that	Richard	Bayly,	servant	of	Arthur	Darcy,	
knight,	was	his	accessory,	and	that	he	also	fled	to	Westminster.	Both	Andrews	and	
Bayly	came	before	King's	Bench	in	Trinity	(early	July)	1536,	and	pleaded	not	guilty	to	
the	felony.	They	were	bailed	by	Sir	John	Daunsey	and	Sir	Arthur	Darcy	respectively,	
each	for	100	marks.	Andrews	presented	a	pardon	in	Michaelmas	1536,	the	pardon	
dated	13	Nov.	1536.	Bayly,	on	the	other	hand,	skipped	bail	and	was	outlawed	in	due	
course.	

TNA,	KB,	9/977,	mm.	17-18;	
KB	27/1100,	rex	m.	3;	KB	
27/1101,	rex	m.	1;	KB	
29/169,	m.	14d,	19;	L&P,	
11:490;	;	McSheffrey,	SS,	194

1013

407 Androwe Robert Yorkshire,	
Fishlake

tailor M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1501 1501-10-06 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Androwe	sought	sanctuary	on	6	Oct.	1501	for	
the	homicide	of	William	Bull,	killed	at	Treaclewode	near	Skirlaugh,	Yorks.,	"for	a	
certain	cause."

SDSB,	134 352

1043 Anwick John Essex,	
Rumford

yeoman M Beaulieu	
(abjuration	from	
Essex,	
Southwold)	

Taking	church
Abjuration	to	
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1531 1531-02-24 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	24	Feb.	1531	Thomas	Horsey	[ID	#1041],	Thomas	
Harrys	[ID	#1042],	and	John	Anwick	[ID	#1043]	took	the	church	of	St.	Peter	the	
apostle	in	South	Weald,	Essex.	They	confessed	to	the	coroner	on	25	Feb.*	1531	that	
they	had	on	24	Feb.	1531	broken	into	the	close	of	William,	the	prior	of	the	new	
hospital	of	St.	Mary	without	Bishopsgate	at	Bicknacre,	Essex,	and	tied	up	Richard	
Cressall,	a	monk	there,	and	stole	20	marks	in	money,	4	silver	spoons,	and	some	plate.	
They	ask	to	abjure,	voluntarily	choosing	the	sanctuary	of	Beaulieu	in	Hants.	--	this	
despite	the	fact	that	the	statute	(22	Hen.	VIII,	c.	14)	governing	abjurers	going	to	
chartered	sanctuaries	had	not	yet	been	given	royal	assent	(which	only	happened	on	
31	Mar.	1531).	They	were	branded	as	per	the	1529	statute.	It	is	likely	that	when	all	
three	arrived	at	Beaulieu,	on	1	Mar.	1531,	they	were	refused	entry	by	the	abbot,	
although	there	is	only	evidence	on	this	point	for	Thomas	Harrys,	who	appeared	
before	King's	Bench	in	Hillary	1533.	The	abbot's	reasons	for	refusing	them	presumably	
-	although	it	is	not	certain	-	related	to	the	statute's	not	yet	being	in	force,	although	
that	would	not	seem	sufficient	reason	to	refuse	sanctuary	seekers.	Harrys	was	caught	
and	then	died	in	prison,	but	it	is	not	known	what	happened	to	Horsey	and	Anwick.	
[*The	records	actually	say	25	May,	but	the	subsequent	timeline	indicates	this	is	
simply	an	error	rather	than	a	3-month	wait	for	the	coroner	to	appear.]

TNA,	KB	9/517,	m.	92;	KB	
27/1086,	rex	m.	4;	KB	
29/164,	34d;	KB	29/165,	
mm.	43,	45;	KB	29/166,	m.	
13d;	SP	1/65,	fol.	259	(L&P,	
5:117).

934

1361 ap	Davy	ap	
Yevan	ap	
[Docus]

Richard M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 1533-05-30 Homicide In	the	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Richard	ap	Davy	was	named	as	having	
entered	for	murder	about	two	days	before	(i.e.	~30	May	1533).

TNA,	SP	1/238,	fols.	72-73 1195
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1362 ap	Evans John M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 1533-03-01 Homicide In	the	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	John	ap	Evans	was	named	as	having	
entered	for	murder	about	a	quarter	of	a	year	before	(i.e.	~early	March	1533).	Entered	
at	the	same	time	as	George	ap	Matthew	Gogh	(ID	#1313),	and	may	have	been	the	
same	as	the	John	ap	Jevan	ap	Tuder	who	was	one	of	the	other	accessories	in	David	
Vaughan	ap	Matthew	Gogh's	murder	of	Roger	Lloyd.

TNA,	SP	1/238,	fols.	72-73;	C	
82/741

1196

1164 ap	Ewyn William Wiltshire,	
Lydiard

yeoman M Church-taking,	
Berkshire

Taking	church
Abjuration

1501 Felony The	King's	Bench	controlment	roll	for	Trinity	1501	records	the	abjuration	of	William	
ap	Ewyn	in	Berkshire,	for	diverse	felonies	and	trespasses.

TNA,	KB	29/131,	m.	20 1024

1363 ap	Gryffyne	
ap	Cumyon

Morgan M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1530 Homicide In	the	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	ap	Gryffyne	ap	Cumyon	was	named	as	
having	entered	c.	1530	for	murder.

TNA,	SP	1/238,	fols.	72-73 1197

1331 ap	Howell John tailor M Westminster	
Abbey

Abjuration	to	
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1531 Asportation In	the	1532	and	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	censuses,	ap	Howell	was	named	as	
having	entered	"for	felony,	a	poore	mane,	for	stellynge	of	hennys,"	c.	1531.

TNA,	SP	1/70,	fol.	133;	SP	
1/238,	fols.	72-73

1165

1364 ap	Howell John	[II] M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 1533-05-24 Felony In	the	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	John	ap	Howell	was	named	as	having	
entered	for	felony	about	one	week	before	(i.e.	~24	May	1533).

TNA,	SP	1/238,	fols.	72-73 1198

1132 ap	Howell Thomas	
David

Middlesex,	
Westminster

yeoman M SJJ:	London,	
tenement	in	St.	
Clement	Danes

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1507 1507-12-20 Asportation At	Newgate	gaol	delivery	for	Middlesex	on	12	May	1508,	ap	Howell	appeared	to	
answer	to	an	indictment	that	he	had	robbed	John	Barell	at	Knightsbridge	of	26s	8d.	
When	asked	how	he	pleaded,	he	claimed	that	he	had	been	seized	from	a	tenement	of	
the	ancient	tenure	of	St.	John	of	Jerusalem	in	the	parish	of	St.	Clement	Danes	where	
he	had	taken	privilege.	The	king's	attorney	said	that	he	had	been	at	large.	The	jury	
considering	the	sanctuary	plea	found	that	he	had	not	taken	any	privilege	but	had	
been	at	large.	Ap	Howell	then	claimed	clergy,	but	the	king's	attorney	argued	that	he	
had	already	claimed	the	benefit	previously	at	Bristol	on	10	Aug.	1504.	He	was	
remanded	to	prison	pending	verification	of	the	previous	record,	and	then	on	5	Nov.	
1509	he	appeared	and	presented	a	pardon.

TNA,	KB	9/960,	m.	142;	KB	
27/993,	rex	m.	17d

998

1365 ap	Howell Walter M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 1533-05-31 Homicide In	the	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Walter	ap	Howell	was	named	as	having	
entered	for	murder	one	day	before	(i.e.	~31	May	1533).

TNA,	SP	1/238,	fols.	72-73 1199

1366 ap	Jenkyn Thomas M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1530 Homicide In	the	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Thomas	ap	Jenkyn	was	named	as	having	
entered	c.	1530	for	murder.

TNA,	SP	1/238,	fols.	72-73 1200

1367 ap	John	ap	
Ryse	ap	
Meredithe

Davy M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 1533-05-29 Felony In	the	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Davy	ap	John	ap	Ryse	ap	Meredith	was	
named	as	having	entered	for	felony,	"and	outlawed	upon	the	same,"	three	days	
before	(i.e.	~29	May	1533).

TNA,	SP	1/238,	fols.	72-73 1201

1313 ap	Mathewe	
Gowghe

George M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 1533-03-01 Homicide In	the	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Gogh	was	named	as	having	entered	
sanctuary	for	murder,	about	a	quarter	of	a	year	before	(i.e.	~early	March	1533).	In	
1536,	Gogh	wrote	to	Cromwell	reminding	him	about	the	bill	of	pardon	his	wife	had	
submitted	to	him,	and	indicated	that	he	had	then	been	in	sanctuary	for	four	and	a	
half	years.	On	24	Jun.	1538	he	was	finally	granted	his	pardon,	in	which	the	details	of	
his	felony	were	outlined:	George	ap	Matthew	Gogh,	along	with	nine	other	men	of	
Welshpool,	was	accused	as	an	accessory	in	yeoman	David	Vaughan	ap	Matthew	
Gogh’s	murder	of	Roger	Lloyd	at	Welshpool	on	7	Sept.	1532,	Vaughan	striking	Lloyd	in	
the	chest	with	a	lance.	John	ap	Evans	(ID	#1362),	who	entered	Westminster	around	
the	same	time,	may	have	been	one	of	the	other	accessories.

TNA,	SP	1/238,	fols.	72-73;	
SP	1/105,	fol.	208r	(L&P,	
11:81);	C	82/741

1147

1434 ap	Morice	
Lloide

John M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1536 Homicide Roland	Lee	wrote	to	Cromwell	saying	that	ap	Morice	Lloide	had	murdered	a	royal	
official	sent	by	Lee	to	serve	letters	upon	him,	and	then	had	fled	to	Westminster	
sanctuary;	Lee	had	heard	his	"frendis"	were	minded	to	sue	for	a	pardon,	"which	as	we	
thinke	hit	were	pity	he	shuld	atteigne."

TNA,	SP	1/102,	fol.	71r	(L&P,	
10:135)

1267
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1461 ap	Powell James Wales	 M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1531 Escape	from	
custody

In	1531,	ap	Powell,	one	of	the	co-conspirators	of	Rhys	ap	Griffith	who	had	plotted	to	
kill	the	king	that	year,	escaped	from	the	Tower	and	took	sanctuary	at	Westminster.	In	
Michaelmas	term	1531	he	was	brought	out	of	the	sanctuary,	in	the	custody	of	the	
abbot	himself,	to	give	evidence	against	Griffith	in	King's	Bench.	Once	Powell	had	given	
evidence,	the	coram	rege	roll	records,	"the	abbot	humbly	requested	the	justices	to	
return	[James]	into	the	sanctuary;	and	it	was	allowed	him,	and	they	went	back	
together"	(Baker	trans.).	

TNA,	KB	27/1081,	rex	m.	6;	
Baker,	Spelman's	Reports,	
1:47-48

1292

1431 ap	Richard	
Hokulton

John Wales	 M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1536 Homicide Roland	Lee,	president	of	Welsh	council,	wrote	to	Cromwell	about	Lloyd	and	ap	
Eichard	Hokulton,	Welsh	rebels	who	had	fled	to	Westminster;	he	wanted	Cromwell	to	
extract	them	as	he	thought	that	they	had	pleaded	sanctuary	before	and	would	not	be	
able	to	do	so	again.	Cromwell	evidently	complied,	as	within	two	weeks	they	were	
tried	at	Ludlow.

TNA,	SP	1/101,	fols.	18,	100	
(L&P,	10:12,	43)

1264

1660 ap	Roger Yevan Gloucestershir
e,	Bristol

tailor M Bristol,	St.	
Augustine's	
monastery

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1491 Asportation In	documents	recorded	in	Bristol's	"Great	White	Book"	in	the	context	of	a	larger	
dispute	between	the	town	of	Bristol	and	the	monastery	of	St.	Augustine's,	the	town	
alleged	that	Yevan	ap	Roger,	tailor,	"by	colour	of	the	said	usurped	and	pretended	
seyntwary"	at	St.	Augustine's	monastery,	lately	robbed	a	parish	church	in	Westbury,	
Gloucs.,	and	then	brought	the	goods	into	the	sanctuary	and	claimed	immunity	from	
arrest	by	city	officials.	The	abbot,	in	response,	denied	both	that	ap	Roger,	his	tenant,	
had	done	any	such	thing	and	that	he	was	a	sanctuary	man.

Great	White	Book	of	Bristol,	
31-33

1441

1368 ap	Ryse	a	
Madoke

Davy M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 1533-05-30 Felony In	the	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Davy	ap	Ryse	ap	Madoke	was	named	
(along	with	John	Johns)	as	having	entered	for	felony	two	days	before	(i.e.	~30	May	
1533).

TNA,	SP	1/238,	fols.	72-73 1202

1369 ap	Ryse	
Vaughan

Evan M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 1533-05-28 Felony In	the	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Evan	ap	Ryse	Vaughan	was	named	as	
having	entered	for	murder,	"and	outlawed	upon	the	same,"	four	days	before	(i.e.	~28	
May	1533).

TNA,	SP	1/238,	fols.	72-73 1203

204 Apleton John Yorkshire,	
Langthorne

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1514 1514-05-05 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Apleton	sought	sanctuary	on	5	May	1514	
because	on	4	May	he	had	lethally	struck	Robert	Uthwaite	with	a	dagger	in	the	chest,	
by	William	Tenaunde's	doorway	in	the	town	of	Bedale.	Uthwaite	immediately	died.

SDSB,	65 170

124 Appleby Cuthbert Yorkshire,	
Cornepath	
[High	Corn	
Park?]

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1505 1505-06-01 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Cuthbert	Appleby,	John	Appleby	of	
"Cornepath,"	William	Taylor,	and	Ralph	Bell	sought	sanctuary	on	1	Jun.	1505,	and	that	
John	Appleby	of	Cotherstone	came	on	16	Jun.	1505.	They	all	sought	asylum	for	the	
same	homicide,	of	Christopher	Smythson	alias	Wilson	of	the	parish	of	Runmow	near	
Hunderthwaite	dike,	on	19	Mar.	1505,	which	was	occasioned	by	his	attack	on	them.	
They	struck	him	on	the	head	and	in	the	middle	of	the	thigh	with	a	pikestaff	and	an	
arrow,	killing	him,	John	Appleby	(III)	of	Cotherstone	admitting	that	he	struck	the	blow	
to	the	head.	This	homicide	must	have	been	related	to	the	death	of	William	Wilson,	for	
which	several	other	Applebys	had	sought	sanctuary	at	the	end	of	Mar.	1505	(see	ID	
#114-117).

SDSB,	43 103

114 Appleby John Yorkshire,	
Hunderthwait
e

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1505 1505-03-29 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	John	Appleby,	Thomas	Appleby,	Jenkyn	
Appleby,	and	Henry	Snell	sought	sanctuary	on	29	Mar.	1505	because,	following	an	
attack	and	William	Wilson	and	his	friends	made	on	them,	John	Appleby	in	his	own	
defence	and	that	of	his	friends,	struck	Wilson	on	the	head	with	a	welsh	bill,	in	a	field	
at	Hunderthwaite.	Wilson	died	from	the	blow.	The	three	others	were	present	with	
him	and	thus	fear	indictment	as	accessories.

SDSB,	41-42,	43 100

116 Appleby John	alias	
Jenkyn

Yorkshire,	
Hunderthwait
e

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1505 1505-03-29 Homicide Accessory Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	John	Appleby,	Thomas	Appleby,	Jenkyn	
Appleby,	and	Henry	Snell	sought	sanctuary	on	29	Mar.	1505	because,	following	an	
attack	and	William	Wilson	and	his	friends	made	on	them,	John	Appleby	in	his	own	
defence	and	that	of	his	friends,	struck	Wilson	on	the	head	with	a	welsh	bill,	in	a	field	
at	Hunderthwaite.	Wilson	died	from	the	blow.	The	three	others	were	present	with	
him	and	thus	fear	indictment	as	accessories.

SDSB,	41-42,	43 100

Sanctuary Seekers in England, c. 1380-1550, ordered by seekers' names

30/05/17 8



Seeker	
ID

Surname First	
Name

Seeker	Place	
of	Origin

Seeker	
Occupation	
or	Status

Sex Sanctuary Sanctuary	Type Port	
Assigned

Year Date Seeker	
Reason

Seeker	
Reason	

Elaboration

	Summary	of	case Reference Case	
ID

125 Appleby John	II Yorkshire,	
Cornepath	
[High	Corn	
Park?]

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1505 1505-06-01 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Cuthbert	Appleby,	John	Appleby	of	
"Cornepath,"	William	Taylor,	and	Ralph	Bell	sought	sanctuary	on	1	Jun.	1505,	and	that	
John	Appleby	of	Cotherstone	came	on	16	Jun.	1505.	They	all	sought	asylum	for	the	
same	homicide,	of	Christopher	Smythson	alias	Wilson	of	the	parish	of	Runmow	near	
Hunderthwaite	dike,	on	19	Mar.	1505,	which	was	occasioned	by	his	attack	on	them.	
They	struck	him	on	the	head	and	in	the	middle	of	the	thigh	with	a	pikestaff	and	an	
arrow,	killing	him,	John	Appleby	(III)	of	Cotherstone	admitting	that	he	struck	the	blow	
to	the	head.	This	homicide	must	have	been	related	to	the	death	of	William	Wilson,	for	
which	several	other	Applebys	had	sought	sanctuary	at	the	end	of	Mar.	1505	(see	ID	
#114-117).

SDSB,	43 103

128 Appleby John	III Yorkshire,	
Cotherstone

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1505 1505-06-01 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Cuthbert	Appleby,	John	Appleby	of	
"Cornepath,"	William	Taylor,	and	Ralph	Bell	sought	sanctuary	on	1	Jun.	1505,	and	that	
John	Appleby	of	Cotherstone	came	on	16	Jun.	1505.	They	all	sought	asylum	for	the	
same	homicide,	of	Christopher	Smythson	alias	Wilson	of	the	parish	of	Runmow	near	
Hunderthwaite	dike,	on	19	Mar.	1505,	which	was	occasioned	by	his	attack	on	them.	
They	struck	him	on	the	head	and	in	the	middle	of	the	thigh	with	a	pikestaff	and	an	
arrow,	killing	him,	John	Appleby	(III)	of	Cotherstone	admitting	that	he	struck	the	blow	
to	the	head.	This	homicide	must	have	been	related	to	the	death	of	William	Wilson,	for	
which	several	other	Applebys	had	sought	sanctuary	at	the	end	of	Mar.	1505	(see	ID	
#114-117).

SDSB,	43 103

765 Appleby Peter M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1539 1539-01-01 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Appleby	(Abpulbye)	took	sanctuary	on	
[blank]	Jan.	1539	for	debt.

SDSB,	208 694

115 Appleby Thomas Yorkshire,	
Hunderthwait
e

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1505 1505-03-29 Homicide Accessory Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	John	Appleby,	Thomas	Appleby,	Jenkyn	
Appleby,	and	Henry	Snell	sought	sanctuary	on	29	Mar.	1505	because,	following	an	
attack	and	William	Wilson	and	his	friends	made	on	them,	John	Appleby	in	his	own	
defence	and	that	of	his	friends,	struck	Wilson	on	the	head	with	a	welsh	bill,	in	a	field	
at	Hunderthwaite.	Wilson	died	from	the	blow.	The	three	others	were	present	with	
him	and	thus	fear	indictment	as	accessories.

SDSB,	41-42,	43 100

466 Appulby William Yorkshire,	
Ottringham

gentleman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

nd	
(temp.	
Hen.	
VIII)

Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Appulby	sought	sanctuary	on	26	Nov.	[blank]	
Hen.	VIII,	for	debt.

SDSB,	147 411

230 Arandale Edward Yorkshire,	
Grinton,	
Swaledale

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1516 1516-09-05 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Arandale	sought	sanctuary	on	5	Sept.	1516	
because	on	24	Jun.	1514	in	the	town	of	Grinton	in	Swaledale,	Yorkshire,	he	had	struck	
Thomas	Galloway	in	the	left	thigh	with	a	dagger,	from	which	wound	he	died	the	
following	day.

SDSB,	72-73 193

1648 Archer John London	 baker M Church-taking,	
Somerset,	
Nunney

Taking	church 1491 1491-10-05 Asportation In	Caryll's	Reports	and	on	the	King's	Bench	record	(plea	side),	on	an	appeal	of	robbery	
against	Archer	brought	by	the	victim	Margery	Marsshe,	Archer	pleaded	in	response	to	
the	charges	that	after	the	robbery	he	had	taken	sanctuary	at	Nunney	parish	church,	
but	that	the	coroner	had	refused	to	assign	him	a	port	when	he	attempted	to	abjure;	
the	coroner	claimed	in	response	that	Archer	had	refused	to	acknowledge	felonies	
and/or	to	specify	where	they	had	been	committed	other	than	through	vague	
placenames	that	the	coroner	could	not	attach	to	a	specific	"vill."	As	a	result,	the	court	
ruled	that	he	could	not	be	restored	to	the	sanctuary	as	his	acknowledgement	of	the	
felony	had	not	been	complete.	He	had	already	been	convicted	of	a	separate	felony	
and	on	that	basis	he	was	hanged,	and	on	the	basis	of	the	appeal	the	victim	received	
back	the	stolen	goods.

Baker,	Caryll's	Reports,	111 1429
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665 Archer Richard Sussex,	
Poynings

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1525 1525-11-20 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Archer	sought	sanctuary	at	Beverley	on	20	
Nov.	1525	for	debt.

SDSB,	187 596

805 Arleston Richard Gloucestershir
e,	Gloucester

servant M Church-taking,	
Gloucestershire,	
Gloucester,	St.	
Peter

Taking	church 1426 1426-11-04 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	reported	that	Arleston	attacked	and	killed	Thomas	Brugge	at	
Gloucester	on	4	Nov.	1426.	John	Rede	of	Gloucester,	brewer,	the	constable	of	the	
town,	along	with	five	of	Rede's	servants,	were	also	named	as	accessories	to	murder.	
The	jurors	reported	that	Arleston,	with	Rede's	help,	fled	to	the	church	of	St.	Peter	in	
Gloucester	following	the	killing.

TNA,	KB	9/222/1,	m.	60 731

1238 Armarad Nicholas Worcestershir
e,	Bewdley

merchant M Bewdley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1542 Debt In	a	Chancery	bill,	John	Dormer	complained	that	Nicholas	Armarad	was	indebted	to	
Dormer	by	£15	17s	6d	for	certain	merchandise.	Dormer	sued	him	in	Exchequer,	and	
when	Armarad	failed	to	appear,	the	sheriff	of	Shropshire	was	issued	a	writ	to	arrest	
him	by	the	fortnight	after	Easter,	1542.	The	sheriff's	servant,	hearing	that	he	was	in	
Wribbenhall,	Worcs.,	went	to	arrest	him,	but	the	constable	of	Wribbenhall	craftily	
arranged	for	Armarad	to	be	conveyed	to	Bewdley,	which	(Dormer	writes)	"a	Towne	
priveleged	for	dett,	in	such	wise	that	no	man	being	within	the	lymytes	and	procynct	
of	the	same	Towne	shalbe	arrestid	for	any	dett."	Armarad	remained	inaccessible	in	
the	town,	and	thus	Dormer	sought	a	subpoena	to	be	issued	to	the	constable	to	
answer	to	the	matter.

TNA,	C	1/980/47 1086

521 Armstraing John	Jr. M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1493 1493-08-22 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Armstraing	sought	sanctuary	on	22	Aug.	1493	
for	debt.

SDSB,	158 462

1873 Arnold Richard London haberdasher M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1495 Debt Arnold,	the	author	of	a	commonplace	book,	included	model	petitions	to	various	
authorities,	including	one	petition	to	the	Chancellor	(likely	datable	to	1493-1500,	
although	not	surviving	amongst	the	extant	Chancery	bills)	that	indicates	that	Arnold	
had	entered	sanctuary	at	Westminster	as	a	debtor.	Justin	Colson,	completing	a	new	
edition	of	Arnold's	work,	dates	this	to	c.	1495	based	on	other	evidence	about	his	debt	
problems;	this	is	an	approximate	date	but	the	mid-1490s	is	highly	likely.

Richard	Arnold,	The	Customs	
of	London,	Otherwise	Called	
Arnold’s	Chronicle	(London:	
F.	C.	and	J.	Rivington,	1811),	
123-124.	(Thanks	to	Justin	
Colson)

1639

1423 Arnolde William M Beaulieu Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 1533-05-02 Escape	from	
custody

On	29	Jul.	1533,	Arnolde	offered	a	deposition	from	within	the	sanctuary	of	"Beowle,"	
"beffore	divers	men	dwellyng	in	the	seid	Sentary,"	regarding	a	prison	breakout	on	2	
May	1533	from	Ilchester,	Somers.;	he	had	been	one	of	the	prisoners,	and	fled	from	
there	to	sanctuary.

SP	2/o,	fol.	44-45	(L&P,	6:391-
93)

1258

1659 Arthur Dominic Ireland,	
Limerick,	and	
Bristol

pouchmaker M Bristol,	St.	
Augustine's	
monastery

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1496 Trespass In	a	petition	submitted	to	Chancery,	John	Hewis,	Thomas	Harrys,	John	Dountehame,	
Nicholas	Mason	alias	Sporier,	Richard	Philippys,	Robert	Lokyar,	and	Dominic	Arthur	
complained	that	they	were	arrested	in	June	1496	within	the	sanctuary	precinct	of	St.	
Augustine's	monastery	by	Bristol	civic	officials	in	relation	to	a	trespass	suit	in	the	civic	
court;	it	is	unclear	if	they	had	taken	sanctuary	specifically	in	relation	to	the	trespass	or	
for	some	other	reason.	Arthur	resisted	arrest	and	escaped,	occasioning	a	riot	
between	abbey	tenants	and	officials	and	town	officials	and	townspeople.	He	was	
handed	over	by	the	abbot	to	the	mayor,	perhaps	because	he	was	a	trespasser	and	not	
a	felon	(and/or	perhaps	to	end	the	riot).	The	riot	and	dispute	(an	episode	in	longer-
running	dispute	between	town	and	monastery)	occasioned	an	inquiry	in	Star	
Chamber,	with	no	known	outcome.

TNA,	C	1/207/59;	Great	
White	Book	of	Bristol,	43-67;	
Fleming,	"Conflict";	
McSheffrey,	SS,	94-95

1440

1710 Arthur William Shropshire,	
Milston

weaver M City	of	Wells	
(Abjuration	from	
Shropshire,	
Culmington)

Taking	church
Abjuration	to	
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1542 1542-07-22 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	at	Culmington,	Shropshire,	22	Jul.	1542,	that	Arthur	took	the	
cemetery	of	the	church	of	Culmington.	He	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	in	June	he	
had	stolen	a	horse	from	John	Smyth	at	Woodhouse,	by	Cleobury	Mortimer.	He	
abjured	and	chose	the	sanctuary	of	the	city	of	Wells.

TNA,	KB	9/554,	m.	90;	TNA,	
KB	29/176,	m.	3d;	
McSheffrey,	SS,	196

1493

560 Arundale Henry Yorkshire,	
Pontefract

tailor M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1483 1483-10-10 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Arundale	sought	sanctuary	on	10	Oct.	1483	
and	acknowledged	that	he	had	killed	Richard	Isotte,	shoemaker,	with	a	staff,	on	21	
June	1483.

SDSB,	166 494
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1201 Assherst John Leicestershire,	
Loughborough

bocher M Beverley	
(abjuration	from	
Nottinghamshire
,	Southwell	St.	
Mary)

Taking	church
Abjuration	to	
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 1533-05-11 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	11	May	1533	Asshest	sought	sanctuary	at	the	church	
of	St.	Mary,	Southwell,	Notts.	He	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	31	Mar.	1533	in	
the	forest	of	Chernwood	near	Woodhouse	in	Leics.,	he	broke	into	a	close	and	stole	
five	horses,	taking	them	to	the	towns	of	Bridgeford	and	Newark	on	Trent	and	selling	
them	for	26s	8d.	He	also	committed	another	robbery	with	Robert	Awmbery	on	2	May	
1533	in	the	same	forest,	stealing	nine	horses	worth	60s.	He	abjured,	choosing	
Beverley,	and	was	branded.	(He	is	not	in	the	Beverley	register.)

TNA,	KB	9/525,	m.	120;	KB	
29/166,	m.	22d

1056

636 Asshetone John Buckinghamsh
ire,	Bow	
Brickhill

butcher M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1523 1523-01-14 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Asshetone	sought	sanctuary	14	Jan.	1523	for	
the	death	of	William	Jaksone	of	Bletchley,	Bucks.,	yeoman.

SDSB,	181 567

1798 Astell Henry London	 fishmonger M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1472 Debt In	a	Chancery	petition,	William	Ferys,	mercer	of	London,	complained	that	Astell	had	
fled	to	sanctuary	at	Westminster	over	an	obligation	of	£68,	for	which	Ferys	had	stood	
surety	and	for	which	he,	Ferys,	has	now	been	arrested	by	the	creditor.	Ferys	in	
response	had	initiated	a	suit	against	Astell	under	the	statute	of	2	Ric.	II	which	would	
allow	Astell's	goods	to	be	seized	after	5	proclamations.	Year	approximate	(range	1467-
1472).	

TNA,	C	1/46/284 1573

1747 at	Wyll	alias	
Dawes

John London	 capper M Church-taking,	
Hertfordshire,	
Hertford	St.	
Mary

Taking	church
Abjuration

Harwich 1526 1526-11-23 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	on	23	Nov.	1526	at	Hertford,	that	Wyll	took	the	cemetery	of	
the	parish	church	of	St.	Mary	by	Hertford	priory.	Confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	12	
Apr.	1526,	together	with	others,	5	in	number	but	unknown	to	him,	he	had	broken	into	
the	house	of	an	unknown	man	at	Catteram,	Kent,	and	stolen	various	clothes.	He	
abjured	and	was	assigned	Harwich.	Wyll	was	part	of	a	group	of	nine	men	who	sought	
churches	in	Hertford	and	abjured,	all	on	the	same	day,	23	Nov.	1526;	they	came	from	
different	parts	of	England;	they	confessed	to	different	felonies;	and	they	were	all	
assigned	different	ports.	Eight	sought	St.	Mary's	parish	church	in	Hertford,	one	the	
parish	church	of	All	Hallows.	It	is	most	likely	they	had	all	broken	out	of	a	prison	
together,	perhaps	at	Hertford	castle.

TNA,	KB	9/973,	m.	64;	KB	
29/159,	m.	2d

1525

75 Atkynson Richard Westmorland,	
Kendal

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1496 1496-06-16 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Richard	and	William	Atkynson,	brothers,	
sought	sanctuary	on	16	Jun.	1496	because	on	30	May	1496	Richard	had	assaulted	
James	Warde	between	Kendall	and	a	certain	place	called	Grayrigg,	striking	him	on	the	
head	with	a	Carlisle	axe,	from	which	wound	he	immediately	died.	William	did	not	
strike	the	blow	but	was	present	with	his	brother	and	feared	being	indicted	as	an	
accessory	although	he	did	not	strike	a	blow	nor	was	he	guilty	of	the	deed.	

SDSB,	28-29 66

692 Atkynson Richard Yorkshire,	
Stockton	on	
the	Forest

butcher M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1527 1527-07-29 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Richard	Atkynson	sought	sanctuary	on	29	Jul.	
1527	for	debt.	He	may	be	related	to	William	Atkynson	(ID	#693),	who	sought	
sanctuary	the	same	day	and	was	also	a	butcher.

SDSB,	194 623

53 Atkynson Robert Cumbria,	
Nether	Crosby	
[Crosby-on-
Eden]

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1492 1492-03-08 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Atkynson	took	sanctuary	on	8	March	1492	
because	on	10	Feb.	1492	he	had	killed	William	Skoloke	also	of	Crosby	at	the	Warwick	
Bridge	with	a	club.	Robert	"urgently,	very	urgently,	and	most	urgently	[instanter,	
instancius,	et	instantissime]"	sought	sanctuary.	Following	the	entry	is	a	copy	of	a	
"letter	of	testimonial	and	credence"	written	by	the	prior	of	the	Durham	Cathedral	
church	addressed	to	"all	Cristen	peple"	but	perhaps	specifically	intended	for	the	
people	of	Crosby,	certifying	that	Robert	Atkynson,	who	had	participated	along	with	
Henry	and	Christopher	Atkynson	in	the	homicide	of	William	Skoloke,	had	confessed	
the	felony	and	had	asked	for,	and	received,	the	immunity	and	sanctuary	of	Durham	
cathedral	for	it.

SDSB,	21-22 48

263 Atkynson Robert Northumberla
nd,	
Tynemouth

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1518 1518-09-20 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Robert	Atkynson	sought	sanctuary	on	20	
Sept.	1518	because	on	16	Sept.	1518,	within	the	territory	of	the	town	of	Tynemouth,	
he	struck	a	certain	Roland	Den	on	the	head	with	a	staff,	giving	him	a	wound	from	
which	he	died	within	ten	days.

SDSB,	80 216
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95 Atkynson William Westmorland,	
Kendal

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1496 1496-06-16 Homicide Accessory Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Richard	and	William	Atkynson,	brothers,	
sought	sanctuary	on	16	Jun.	1496	because	on	30	May	1496	Richard	had	assaulted	
James	Warde	between	Kendall	and	a	certain	place	called	Grayrigg,	striking	him	on	the	
head	with	a	Carlisle	axe,	from	which	wound	he	immediately	died.	William	did	not	
strike	the	blow	but	was	present	with	his	brother	and	feared	being	indicted	as	an	
accessory	although	he	did	not	strike	a	blow	nor	was	he	guilty	of	the	deed.	

SDSB,	28-29 66

1000 Atkynson William Lincolnshire,	
Hemswell

weaver M Church-taking,	
Lincolnshire,	
Hemswell	All	
Saints

Taking	church 1527 1527-06-11 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	at	Glenworth,	Lincs.,	17	Jun.	1527,	over	the	body	of	George	
Tomson.	The	jurors	say	that	Atkynson,	on	11	Jun.	1527	about	1	pm,	assaulted	
Tomson,	giving	him	a	mortal	wound	from	which	he	died	on	16	Jun.	1527.	Immediately	
after	the	felony	Atkynson	fled	to	the	church	of	All	Hallows	in	Henswell.	It	is	recorded	
that	he	sought	the	coroner	but	not	explicitly	that	he	abjured.	The	dorse	of	the	bill	
indicates	that	it	was	delivered	to	the	justices	at	gaol	delivery	at	Lincoln	castle	on	26	
Jul.	1527.	

TNA,	KB	9/504,	m.	141 897

693 Atkynson William Yorkshire,	
Stainforth

butcher M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1527 1527-07-29 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	William	Atkynson	sought	sanctuary	on	29	Jul.	
1527	for	debt.	He	may	be	related	to	Richard	Atkynson	(ID	#692),	who	sought	
sanctuary	the	same	day	and	was	also	a	butcher.

SDSB,	194 624

1091 atte	Elme William Warwickshire,	
Nuneaton

M Church-taking,	
Northamptonshi
re,	Rothwell

Taking	church
Abjuration

Southampt
on

1414 1414-04-06 Asportation In	coroner's	roll	for	Northamptonshire,	memorandum	that	atte	Elme	took	church	at	
Rothwell	on	6	Apr.	1414.	He	confessed	that	he	had	committed	a	theft	on	1	Apr.,	and	
on	14	Apr.	he	abjured.

TNA,	JUST	2/119C,	m.	3d 963

1165 Atvanne John Middlesex,	
Westminster

butcher M Church-taking,	
Surrey,	
Limpsfield

Taking	church
Abjuration

Southampt
on

1501 1501-07-04 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	4	Jul.	1501	at	Limpsfield,	Surrey,	within	the	liberty	of	
Richard,	the	abbot	of	St.	Martin	in	Battle	(Battle	Abbey),	Atvanne	took	the	parish	
church	and	confessed	to	the	coroner	on	7	Jul.	that	he	had	broken	into	a	house	and	
close	in	Southwark	belonging	to	John	Mannyng	and	robbed	him.	He	abjured.

TNA,	KB	29/132,	m.	8d 1025

1575 Audley Humphre
y

knight M Tewkesbury	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1471 1471-05-04 Civil	war Audley	was	amongst	the	Lancastrian	forces	at	the	battle	of	Tewkesbury	4	May	1471;	
according	to	Warkworth's	Chronicle,	upon	defeat	he	and	others	in	the	Lancastrian	
forces	sought	sanctuary	at	Tewkesbury	Abbey.	Edward	IV	initially	pardoned	them,	but	
then	rescinded	the	pardon	and	extracted	them	from	the	abbey	and	tried	and	
executed	them	all.

Warkworth,	Chronicle,	18-19 1122

295 Auston Elias Lancashire,	
Great	Mitton

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1523 1523-12-18 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Awston	sought	sanctuary	on	18	Dec.	1523	
because	four	days	before	he	had	struck	Edmund	Swynherst	with	a	dagger	on	his	
femur,	giving	him	a	wound	from	which	he	died	two	days	later.	

SDSB,	90 244

727 Awodde Thomas Yorkshire,	
Fadmoor

husbandman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1531 1531-08-26 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Awodde	sought	sanctuary	on	26	Aug.	1531	
for	homicide.

SDSB,	200 656

206 Ayray Arthur Westmorland,	
Kendal

sherman M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1514 1514-09-12 Asportation Also	debt Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Ayray	sought	sanctuary	on	12	Sept.	1514	
because	around	29	Aug.	1514	he	entered	a	certain	fulling	mill	called	Sheptmilne	in	the	
parish	of	"Heyrsom"	(Heversham?),	and	there	he	feloniously	stole	20s	worth	of	cloth.	
He	was	also	indebted	to	many	people.

SDSB,	66 172
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981 Bagnal John yeoman M Church-taking,	
Hertfordshire,	
Hertford	All	
Saints

Taking	church
Abjuration

1526 1526-03-03 Asportation At	gaol	delivery	at	Hertford	in	July	1526,	the	coroner	presented	a	memorandum	
indicating	that	on	3	Mar.	1526	Bagnal	had	taken	the	parish	of	All	Hallows	in	Hertford.	
He	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	17	Aug.	1522	he	had	broken	into	the	close	of	
Thomas	Peryent,	senior,	esquire,	at	Digswell,	Herts.,	and	stolen	two	horses.	He	
abjured	(the	port	assigned	is	illegible).	He	appeared	before	gaol	delivery	in	July	1526	
having	been	found	in	the	realm,	but	claimed	clergy.	He	read	as	a	clerk,	but	the	king's	
attorney	alleged	that	he	was	ineligible	for	clergy	because	he	was	a	bigamist.	He	was	
returned	to	custody	(presumably	awaiting	evidence	of	the	bigamy).	Note	that	Thomas	
Hamlyn	[ID	#984]	took	the	same	church	on	the	same	day;	perhaps	another	breakout	
from	Hertford	Castle?

TNA,	KB	9/502,	mm.	23-24 879

778 Bagnall Thomas Warwickshire,	
Coleshill

yeoman M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1494 1494-02-04 Treason Five	men	—	Thomas	Bagnall,	John	Heth,	John	Skotte,	John	Kenyngton,	and	Alexander	
Synger	—	were	accused	before	an	oyer	and	terminer	session	22	Feb.	1495	of	using	
the	sanctuary	of	St.	Martin	le	Grand	as	a	base	from	which	to	write	and	disseminate	
treasonous	bills	in	support	of	Perkin	Warbeck	and	against	the	king.	Although	Synger's	
name	drops	from	the	record	(perhaps	dying	in	prison),	the	other	four	were	brought	
before	King’s	Bench.	Heth,	Skotte,	and	Kenyngton	pleaded	not	guilty,	but	were	found	
guilty	and	sentenced	to	a	traitor’s	death.	Bagnall,	on	the	other	hand,	pleaded	
sanctuary	(his	plea	recorded	in	English	and	submitted	on	a	separate	document	to	the	
court):	“He	saieth	that	he	is	a	sanctuary	man	of	St.	Martin’s,	the	sanctuary	place	
beside	Cheap,	and	was	taken	out	of	St.	Martin’s	on	Ash	Wednesday	against	his	will	by	
Master	Sampson	and	others	and	Master	Digby	being	present,	and	prayeth	thereto	to	
be	remitted,	restored,	and	aknowledges	the	treason	whereof	he	is	arraigned.”	
Bagnall’s	plea	evidently	succeeded:	although	on	the	King’s	Bench	coram	rege	roll,	no	
judgment	is	recorded,	in	a	later	legal	discussion	recorded	by	John	Port,	Chief	Justice	
Hussey	remarks	that	the	men	from	St.	Martin’s	who	were	beheaded	were	executed	
because	they	had	not	pleaded	sanctuary,	whereas	the	one	who	“pray[ed]	the	
protection	of	the	place”	had	it.	This	must	refer	to	Bagnall	and	his	associates.

TNA,	KB	9/78,	mm.	8-9,	19,	
20-21;	KB	27/931,	rex	m.	6;	
KB	15/42,	fols.	73r-75r;	
Great	Chronicle	of	London,	
250;	McSheffrey,	SS,	49

706

559 Bagula Bertram Leicestershire,	
Leicester

tailor M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1483 1483-07-18 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Bagula	sought	sanctuary	on	18	July	1483	and	
acknowledged	that	he	had	feloniously	killed	John	Williams	with	a	staff	on	2	July	1483.

SDSB,	166 493

1149 Bagwell John Somerset,	
Othill	near	
Crewkerne

M Forde	Abbey,	
Dorset

Ambiguous
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 1532-07-01 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	5	Aug.	1532	at	Winsham,	Somerset,	over	the	body	of	William	
Imbley	of	Winsham,	tanner.	The	jurors	reported	that	on	1	Jul.	1532	Bagwell	attacked	
him	and	killed	him,	and	Imbley	languished	for	about	a	month	before	dying	on	4	Aug.	
1532.	Bagwell	immediately	fled	to	the	sanctuary	at	Forde	Abbey.	He	was	indicted	at	
Wells,	Somerset	in	Jan.	1533,	but	he	was	not	in	custody	(perhaps	in	sanctuary)	and	at	
length	was	outlawed.	In	1535	Bagwell	appeared	in	King's	bench	and	presented	a	
pardon,	and	went	sine	die.

TNA,	KB	27/1094,	rex	m.	2 1010

1003 Bagworth Richard Nottinghamshi
re,	East	
Bridgeford

labourer M Church-taking,	
Nottinghamshire
,	East	Bridgeford	
St.	John	the	
Baptist

Taking	church
Abjuration

Sandwich 1528 1528-01-22 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	22	Jan.	1528	Bagworth	took	the	church	of	St.	John	
the	Baptist	at	East	Bridgeford,	Notts.	He	confessed	on	23	Jan.	that	on	21	Jan.	he	had	
stolen	some	livestock.	He	abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/506/1,	m.	56 902

933 Bairde Robert Essex,	Ardleigh labourer M Church-taking,	
Essex,	Ramsey

Taking	church
Abjuration

1520 1520-02-20 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	report	at	Ardleigh,	Essex,	20	Feb.	1520,	over	the	body	of	Christian	
Bairde,	widow.	The	jurors	found	that	Robert	Bairde	had	broken	into	her	home	and	
robbed	it,	and	in	the	course	of	the	robbery	he	hit	her	with	a	staff	and	killed	her.	He	
immediately	fled	to	the	parish	church	of	Ramsey	in	Essex	and	took	sanctuary.	There	
he	confessed	the	murder	as	above	to	the	coroner	and	abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/477,	m.	120 831
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565 Baker John Lincolnshire,	
Caistor

chandler M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1515 1515-05-21 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Baker	sought	sanctuary	on	21	May	1515	for	
debt.

SDSB,	167 499

1704 Baker John Norfolk,	
Snettisham

gentleman M Ambiguous 1534 1534-01-02 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	at	Hillington,	Norf.,	on	23	Feb.	1534,	over	the	body	of	William	
Smyth,	carpenter.	The	jurors	reported	that	Smyth	assaulted	Baker,	and	that	Baker	
then	killed	him	in	self-defence.	Another	inquest,	held	before	Thomas	Wynfield,	chief	
steward	of	the	duke	of	Suffolk,	in	his	hundred	of	Frebridge,	indicates	that	Baker	had	
assaulted	Smyth	(i.e.	refuting	self-defence).	On	both	bills,	notes	at	the	bottom	(both	
written	by	the	same	hand,	distinct	from	the	hands	that	wrote	the	two	indictments)	
indicate	he	has	fled	to	sanctuary	(unspecified).

TNA,	KB	9/527,	mm.	159,	
161

1485

1869 Baker Robert (later	a	
hermit)

M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1509 Felony According	to	testimony	by	witness	George	Isotson	given	to	the	enquiry	on	St.	Martin's	
boundaries	in	1535-1537,	he	had	known	a	man	named	Robert	who	had	been	a	
prisoner	at	the	Marshalsea	prison	who	escaped	from	there	and	ran	to	St.	Martin's	
with	irons	still	on	his	legs.	Because	he	could	not	get	into	the	precinct	he	sheltered	in	
the	gate	all	night	and	ran	into	the	precinct	when	the	gate	opened	in	the	morning.	
Isotson	commented	in	1537	that	Robert	was	then	a	hermit	in	Islington.	Records	of	the	
Hospitaller	order	indicate	that	in	1511,	the	prior	granted	to	Robert	Baker	of	the	Order	
of	St.	Paul,	the	first	hermit,	a	hermitage	in	Islington,	and	it	seems	likely	this	is	the	
same	man.	He	could	also	be	the	same	man	who	received	a	pardon	under	the	terms	of	
the	1509	general	pardon.	The	date	of	his	sanctuary-taking	is	a	guess	based	on	the	
foundation	of	the	hermitage	and	the	pardon.

TNA,	STAC	2/20/323,	mm	
29–30;	BL,	Cotton	Nero	E	VI,	
Hospitaller	Cartulary,	fol.	
93r,	transcribed	in	Thomas	
Edlyne	Tomlins,	Yseldon:	A	
Perambulation	of	Islington	
(London,	1858),	pp	143–5;		
L&P,	1:204;	McSheffrey,	SS,	
51,	130

508 Baker Thomas Devon,	Exeter waxchandler M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1491 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Baker	sought	sanctuary	for	the	homicide	of	
William	Taillour,	killed	at	Dartmouth	in	May	1491	with	a	dagger.

SDSB,	155 449

572 Baker William Yorkshire,	
Kingston	upon	
Hull

shoemaker M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1515 1515-10-26 Felony Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Baker	[corrected	by	Thornley	from	Daker	in	
SDSB]	sought	sanctuary	on	26	Oct.	1515	for	felony.

SDSB,	169;	Thornley,	
"Sanctuary	Registers	at	
Beverley,"	396

505

1009 Bale Robert Lincolnshire,	
Bolingbroke

yeoman M Church-taking,	
Lincolnshire,	
Long	Bennington

Taking	church
Abjuration

Lynn 1528 1528-06-10 Homicide Also	robbery Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	10	Jun.	1528	Bale	took	the	church	of	Long	
Bennington,	Lincs.,	and	confessed	that	on	21	Jun.	1526	he	had	assaulted	and	
murdered	Thomas	Byard	and	his	servant	and	robbed	them.	He	abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/508,	m.	69 908

680 Balle John Essex,	Walden glover M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1528 1528-01-13 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Balle	sought	sanctuary	on	13	Jan.	1528	for	
debt.

SDSB,	189 611

1655 Banaster Thomas London	 vintner M Church-taking,	
Surrey,	
Southwark,	St.	
Mary	Overey

Taking	church 1521 1521-12-19 Homicide In	Trinity	1522,	Robert	Hopkyns	appealed	Banaster	for	the	homicide	of	his	brother	
John	Hopkyns	at	Great	Missenden	on	20	Aug.	1521;	the	bill	alleged	that	Banaster	had	
lain	in	wait	and	assaulted	him	on	the	head	with	a	staff	and	then	cut	his	throat	with	a	
dagger.	In	response,	Banaster	pleaded	sanctuary,	saying	that	he	had	been	taken	from	
the	churchyard	of	St.	Mary	Overey	in	Southwark	half	an	hour	after	his	arrival	there	on	
19	Dec.	1521.	In	addition	to	his	sanctuary	plea,	he	also	said	that	"the	king's	grace	and	
the	Emperor	gave	me	and	all	my	company	pardon	and	bade	open	the	gates,	and	I	
trust	the	king's	words	will	stand.	And	more	I	will	not	say."	His	plea	was	ruled	
insufficient,	likely	because,	as	Baker	suggests,	he	did	not	plead	to	the	felony.	He	was	
sentenced	to	be	hanged.

TNA,	KB	27/1044,	plea	m.	
64v;	reference	from	Baker,	
Spelman's	Reports,	intro	344

1436
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1038 Banks John Worcestershir
e,	Worcester

yeoman M Church-taking,	
Northamptonshi
re,	Towcester

Taking	church
Abjuration

Westcheste
r,	Cheshire

1530 1530-05-22 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	22	May	1530	Banks	took	the	parish	church	of	
Towcester,	Northants.,	confessing	to	the	coroner	that	on	10	May	1530	at	Dartford,	
Kent,	on	the	king's	highway	he	had	assaulted	and	killed	an	unknown	man.	He	abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/514,	m.	158;	KB	
29/162,	m.	18

931

1633 Barbour John Gloucestershir
e,	Cirencester

M Church-taking,	
Gloucestershire,	
Dursley

Taking	church
Abjuration

1437 1437-03-20 Asportation Entry	on	the	patent	roll	records	that	Barbour	fled	to	the	church	of	Dursley,	Gloucs.	
and	on	20	Mar.	1437	confessed	that	he	had	stolen	a	horse	earlier	that	year	at	
Tetbury.	He	abjured.	On	25	March	1439	the	king,	"out	of	pity,"	pardoned	him	the	
felony	and	abjuration.

CPR	1436-41,	252 1414

1503 Barbour John barber M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1442 1442-03-17 Minehead	was	allegedly	an	apostate	Cistercian	monk,	subject	of	dispute	(indictment	
and	counter-indictment)	between	the	abbots	of	St.	Mary	Graces	Abbey	(his	own	
religious	house)	and	Westminster.	He	was	allegedly	dragged	from	Westminster	
sanctuary	in	course	of	an	affray	between	the	sides	on	17	Mar.	1442;	he	was	also	
indicted	for	theft	and	outlawed.	In	the	records	several	other	men	living	in	
Westminster	sanctuary	were	mentioned:	John	Gage	was	cited	as	living	in	"the	
sanctuary	of	Westminster"	and	Minehead	was	allegedly	dragged	out	of	his	house	and	
out	of	sanctuary;	and	John	Barbour,	of	Westminster	sanctuary,	was	indicted	for	
helping	the	abbot	of	St.	Mary	Graces	extract	him	from	Westminster.

TNA,	KB	9/240,	mm.	88-89;	
KB	29/75,	mm.	28d,	29,	30;	
KB	27/725,	rex	mm.	6d,	30;	
TNA,	KB	27/726,	rex	m.	2d;	
Nicolas,	Proceedings	Privy	
Council,	5:215	

1324

630 Bardenay Nicholas London	 haberdasher M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1523 1523-08-03 Asportation See	remarks. Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Bardenay	sought	sanctuary	on	3	Aug.	1523	
for	the	the	"emptione"	(usually	purchase	--	??)	of	a	coverlet,	a	"bankwere,"	and	a	
featherbed.	Presumably	some	form	of	theft,	or	possibly	debt,	was	implied.

SDSB,	179-80 561

450 Barker Robert Yorkshire,	
Wistow,	near	
Selby

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1498 1498-05-15 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Barker	sought	sanctuary	on	15	May	1498,	
admitting	that	he	had	committed	homicide,	that	is	the	death	of	John	Towree,	lately	
killed	at	Wistow,	on	9	May	1498.

SDSB,	143 395

216 Barker William Yorkshire,	
York

butcher M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1515 1515-09-10 Debt Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Barker	sought	sanctuary	on	10	Sept.	1515	for	
debt.

SDSB,	69 181

1318 Barkesdale Thomas clothier M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 Debt In	the	1532	and	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	censuses,	Barkesdale	was	named	as	
having	entered	for	debt	"to	diverse	persons"	(1532).

TNA,	SP	1/70,	fol.	133;	SP	
1/238,	fols.	72-73

1152

1112 Barley John Middlesex,	
Enfield

husbandman M Church-taking,	
Middlesex,	
Enfield	St.	
Andrew

Taking	church
Abjuration

Southampt
on

1502 1502-10-02 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	of	2	Oct.	1502	recorded	that	Barley	took	the	parish	church	of	
St.	Andrew	in	Enfield,	confessing	that	he	had	on	2	Oct.	assaulted	and	killed	Thomas	
West	of	Enfield,	chaplain,	with	a	dagger.	He	abjured.	By	Easter	term	1503,	however,	
he	was	back	in	custody,	having	been	found	in	the	realm	without	license,	and	was	
hanged.

TNA,	KB	9/429,	m.	10;	KB	
27/967,	rex	m.	4d;	TNA,	KB	
29/133,	m.	22,	25d

980

1843 Barlowe Richard Gloucestershir
e,	Tewkesbury

tailor M Church-taking,	
Gloucestershire,	
Gloucester,	St.	
John	the	Baptist

Taking	church
Abjuration

Southampt
on

1510 1510-05-04 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	at	Gloucester	on	4	May	1510,	Barlowe	took	the	parish	
church	of	St.	John	the	Baptist	in	Gloucester,	and	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	10	
Jan.	1510	he	had	broken	into	the	house	of	Thomas	Townesend	in	Tewkesbury,	
stealing	5s	4d	worth	of	plate	and	money.	The	memorandum	has	a	deleted	section	
indicating	that	he	stayed	in	the	church	for	39	days,	after	which	he	abjured	--	but	the	
document	also	dates	his	taking	church	and	his	abjuration	to	the	same	day,	4	May.

TNA,	KB	9/459,	m.	54	 1610

1035 Barnbye Thomas Buckinghamsh
ire,	Aylesbury

labourer M Church-taking,	
Yorkshire,	
Kellington	

Taking	church
Abjuration

Scarboroug
h

1530 1530-05-15 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	15	May	1530	Barnbye	sought	sanctuary	at	the	parish	
church	of	Kellington,	Yorks	(the	same	day	and	church	as	William	Multon,	ID	#1034),	
confessing	to	the	coroner	that	on	13	May	he	had	stolen	a	horse	at	Sharleston.	He	
abjured.	Nicholas	Musgrove	(ID	#1036)	confessed	to	the	same	horse	theft,	taking	
church	the	same	day	at	Birkin,	Yorks.	

TNA,	KB	9/514,	m.	111;	KB	
29/162,	m.	19

928
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1474 Barnet Rose F SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1424 Debt At	the	court	of	Common	Pleas	in	Easter	term	1429,	John	Shenyfeld,	his	wife	Joyce	
Shenyfeld,	and	Rose	Barnet,	widow	of	Thomas	Barnet,	failed	to	respond	to	a	suit	over	
a	debt	of	£310;	the	sheriffs	of	London	reported	that	the	three	could	not	be	taken	
because	they	were	in	the	sanctuary	of	St.	Martin	le	Grand,	a	privileged	place.	The	
sheriffs	reported	that	they	had	called	out	five	times	at	the	gates	of	the	precinct,	as	
provided	in	the	statute	[2	Ric.	II,	stat.	2	c.	3].	SMLG's	dean	Richard	Caudray	cited	this	
case	in	his	Register	in	1440	as	proof	of	St.	Martin's	privileges	as	a	sanctuary.

TNA,	CP	40/653,	rot.	104;	CP	
40/673,	rot.	282d;	WAM,	
Book	5,	fol.	39r

1301

1267 Baron John London	 mercer M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1480 Debt Rosser	refers	to	Baron's	long-term	stay	in	sanctuary	with	his	wife	until	their	deaths	c.	
1503.

Rosser,	Medieval	
Westminster,	156-57

1110

689 Barowby Robert London	 vintner M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1527 1527-06-26 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Barowby	sought	sanctuary	on	26	Jun.	1527	
for	debt.

SDSB,	191 620

1657 Barrett	alias	
Tailour

Philip Herefordshire,	
Bosbury,	
Upleadon	
manor

M SJJ:	Temple	
Court,	Bosbury,	
Herefordshire

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1491 Homicide Gaol	delivery	record	from	21	Jan.	1491	transcribed	into	a	Hospitaller	cartulary;	
Barrett,	accused	of	murdering	John	Berne	in	late	September	1490,	fled	to	the	manor	
of	Upleadon,	to	the	house	known	as	Temple	Court,	which	was	a	possession	of	the	
Dinmore	Hospitaller	preceptory	in	Herefordshire.	He	was	seized	from	the	property	
two	days	later	and	brought	to	Hereford	castle.	He	pleaded	sanctuary	at	gaol	delivery.	
He	and	the	attorney	for	the	Hospitallers	argued	for	the	sanctuary	privileges	at	Temple	
Court	(and	all	Hospitaller	properties);	the	jury	agreed,	and	Barrett	was	to	be	restored	
to	the	house,	under	pain	of	£100	fine	to	the	sheriffs.	Cited	in	Pauncefote	v.	Savage	as	
precedent	for	sanctuary	privileges	in	Hospitaller	properties.

Cotton	Nero	E.VI,	Hospitaller	
Cartulary,	fol.	60r-61r;	TNA,	
KB	27/1020,	plea	m.	60,	
transcribed	in	Baker,	Caryll's	
Reports,	714

1438

1771 Bartelot	
alias	Kaylok

John Oxfordshire,	
Tetsworth

husbandman	
alias	yeoman

M Church-taking,	
London,	St.	
Michael	
Bassishaw

Taking	church
Abjuration

1437 1437-09-07 Asportation In	a	petition	to	the	king's	council,	John	Bartelot	of	Tetsworth,	Oxon.,	complained	that	
on	7	Sept	1437,	he	fled	from	his	"mortelx	enemyes"	to	sanctuary	in	the	church	of	St.	
Michael	Bassishaw	in	London,	and	knowing	that	he	could	not	have	the	protection	of	
holy	church	unless	he	confessed	to	a	felony,	falsely	confessed	to	horse	theft	in	
Middlesex,	and	then	abjured.	He	did	not,	however,	commit	that	offence.	Sought	a	
pardon,	which	he	received	on	11	July	1439.

TNA,	SC	8/181/9039;	CPR	
1436-41,	298

1546

861 Barthelmew
e

William Middlesex,	
Westminster,	
St.	Clement	
Danes

gentleman M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1491 1491-12-29 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	29	Dec.	1491	within	the	liberty	of	the	abbot	of	Westminster,	over	
the	body	of	Fernando	de	Molina.	The	jurors	find	that	on	that	same	day	Molina	was	
assaulted	by	Barthelmewe	and	Besseley.	Barthelmewe	stabbed	him	with	a	knife	
under	his	arm,	and	Besseley	with	a	dagger	in	the	chest,	either	of	which	wounds	would	
have	killed	him,	and	he	immediately	died.	Afterwards	they	fled	to	the	sanctuary	of	St.	
Martin	le	Grand.	A	note	on	the	coroner's	record	indicates	that	Barthelmewe	was	in	
custody	as	of	Easter	1492,	and	a	flurry	of	other	records	indicate	that	Barthelmewe	
along	with	others	had	in	the	fall	of	1491	assaulted	a	number	of	other	men,	including	
Allonsius	Delatours	and	Allonsius	Sysners	at	Tottenham;	and	Henry	Fitzherbert	in	the	
parish	of	St	.Clement	Danes.

TNA,	KB	9/393,	m.	22;	KB	
9/394,	mm.	19-20

772

1436 Barton **** fletcher M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1537 William	Stapleton,	a	Yorkshire	gentleman	who	would	go	on	to	be	MP	and	who	
claimed	to	have	been	coerced	into	helping	lead	the	Northern	Rebellion,	testified	(his	
deposition	surviving	in	the	State	Papers)	that	a	certain	Barton	was	as	"a	naughty	
fellow,	a	sanctuary	man	of	Beverley	and	a	common	picker."	Stapleton	suspected	
Barton	of	being	involved	in	stealing	from	the	common	stores,	and	made	an	example	
of	him	by	tying	him	"by	the	middle	with	a	rope	to	the	end	of	[a]	boat,	and	so	hauled	
[him]	over	the	water,"	several	times	holding	his	head	under	the	water	with	an	oar.	He	
was	then	banished	from	the	rebels'	company.	Barton	is	not	in	the	Beverley	register.

L&P,	12/1:189 1269

515 Barton John	
junior

Derbyshire,	
Tideswell

mercer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1492 1492-07-17 Homicide Also	debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Barton	sought	sanctuary	on	17	Jul.	1492	for	
the	death	of	James	Turner	of	Tideswell,	and	for	debt.

SDSB,	157 456

1370 Basset Walter M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 1533-05-31 Homicide In	the	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Walter	Basset	was	named	as	having	
entered	for	murder	one	day	before	(i.e.	~31	May	1533).

TNA,	SP	1/238,	fols.	72-73 1204
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1033 Bauxere Thomas Sussex,	
Robertsbridge

labourer M Church-taking,	
Sussex,	
Robertsbridge,	
St.	Mary's	Abbey

Taking	church
Abjuration

Rye 1529 1529-08-09 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	9	Aug.	1529	at	Robertsbridge,	Sussex,	in	the	liberty	
of	Thomas	[Boleyn],	earl	of	Wiltshire	and	Ormond,	in	the	rape	of	Hastings,	Bauxere	
took	church	at	St.	Mary's	Abbey	in	Robertsbridge.	He	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	
on	10	Oct.	1527	at	Craysted	[?]	in	Cumbria	he	had	assaulted	Richard	Boxere	and	killed	
him.	He	abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/514,	m.	79 926

1834 Bawdewyn Thomas merchant M Kent,	Greenwich	
(dependency	of	
Sheen	priory?)

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1465 Debt In	a	Chancery	petition	regarding	a	property	dispute	between	two	merchants	dealing	
with	trade	with	Flanders,	the	defendant,	Thomas	Bawdewyn,	is	said	by	the	plaintiff,	
Thomas	Bradwall,	London	grocer,	to	be	"privileged"	of	the	sanctuary	at	Greenwich.	
The	date	range	for	the	petition	is	1460-65.

TNA,	C	1/28/496 1603

1371 Bawdryke Thomas M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 1533-05-30 Homicide In	the	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Thomas	Bawdryke	(ID	#1371)	and	Walter	
Grene	(ID	#1390)	were	named	together	as	having	entered	for	murder	two	days	before	
(i.e.	~30	May	1533).

TNA,	SP	1/238,	fols.	72-73 1205

884 Baylly Tristan Lincolnshire,	
Legbourne	

tailor M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1510 1510-10-14 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	at	Legbourne,	Lincs.,	20	Oct.	1510,	over	the	body	of	Richard	
Reynold,	weaver.	The	jurors	reported	that	Baylly	assaulted	Reynold	on	14	Oct.	1510,	
and	with	a	bow	worth	12d	gave	him	a	mortal	wound	on	his	head	from	which	he	died.	
Following	the	felony,	Baylly	fled	to	the	franchise	of	Beverley.	[Baylly	does	not	appear	
in	the	Beverley	register.]	The	KB	controlment	roll	indicates	that	Baylly	was	outlawed	
11	Dec.	1514.

TNA,	KB	9/457,	m.	75;	KB	
29/143,	m.	4

794

1153 Bayly Richard London	 yeoman M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1536 1536-03-08 Homicide Accessory Coroner's	inquest	8	Mar.	1536	in	the	parish	of	St.	Dunstan	in	the	East,	London,	over	
the	body	of	Geoffrey	Jones,	late	of	the	household	of	the	king,	yeoman,	also	late	
servant	of	Henry	[Parker,	keeper?]	of	the	king's	chamber.	The	jurors	reported	that	on	
7	Mar.	1536	around	8pm	Jones	was	on	the	king's	road	called	Tower	Street,	when	
Henry	Andrewes,	servant	of	John	Daunsey,	knight,	feloniously	assaulted	him	with	a	
sword,	giving	him	a	mortal	wound	from	which	he	died.	He	immediately	fled	to	
Westminster	for	sanctuary.	They	also	said	that	Richard	Bayly,	servant	of	Arthur	Darcy,	
knight,	was	his	accessory,	and	that	he	also	fled	to	Westminster.	Both	Andrews	and	
Bayly	came	before	King's	Bench	in	Trinity	(early	July)	1536,	and	pleaded	not	guilty	to	
the	felony.	They	were	bailed	by	Sir	John	Daunsey	and	Sir	Arthur	Darcy	respectively,	
each	for	100	marks.	Andrews	presented	a	pardon	in	Michaelmas	1536,	the	pardon	
dated	13	Nov.	1536.	Bayly,	on	the	other	hand,	skipped	bail	and	was	outlawed	in	due	
course.	

TNA,	KB,	9/977,	mm.	17-18;	
KB	27/1100,	rex	m.	3;	KB	
27/1101,	rex	m.	1;	KB	
29/169,	m.	14d,	19;	L&P,	
11:490

1013

675 Bayne William Yorkshire,	
Wakefield

tallowchandl
er

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1526 1526-08-20 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Bayne	sought	sanctuary	on	20	Aug.	1526	for	
debt.

SDSB,	188 606

177 Baynton John M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1510 1510-02-10 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Baynton	sought	sanctuary	on	10	Feb.	1510	
because	around	29	Sept.	1502,	on	the	king's	road	between	Atherstone	and	Coventry,	
he	struck	John	Wylkynson	on	the	head	with	a	halberk,	and	Wylkynson	died.

SDSB,	56 144

1372 Beadman	
alias	Longe

John M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 1533-03-01 Homicide Accessory In	the	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Beadman	was	named	as	having	entered	as	
accessory	to	murder	a	quarter	year	before	(i.e.	~early	Mar.	1533).

TNA,	SP	1/238,	fols.	72-73 1206

1618 Beaton John chaplain M Chartered	
Sanctuary
Ambiguous

1439 Debt The	patent	roll	records	a	petition	from	the	king's	servant	John	Cook	that	Beaton	has	
been	outlawed	on	suits	in	the	city	of	London	for	debts,	but	he	"prefers	to	be	an	
outlaw	and	to	keep	in	sanctuaries"	rather	than	pay	his	debts.	An	annuity	of	Beaton's	
from	Godstow	abbey	that	had	come	into	the	king's	hands	by	reason	of	the	outlawry	is	
turned	over	to	this	creditor.	Date	10	June	1439.

CPR	1436-41,	277 1400

Sanctuary Seekers in England, c. 1380-1550, ordered by seekers' names

30/05/17 17



Seeker	
ID

Surname First	
Name

Seeker	Place	
of	Origin

Seeker	
Occupation	
or	Status

Sex Sanctuary Sanctuary	Type Port	
Assigned

Year Date Seeker	
Reason

Seeker	
Reason	

Elaboration

	Summary	of	case Reference Case	
ID

836 Beauchamp John Devon,	
Lympstone

yeoman M Church-taking,	
London,	St.	
Paul's	cathedral

Taking	church 1467 1467-03-12 Rape Coroner's	certification,	in	answer	for	a	writ	dated	21	Apr.	1467	regarding	details	of	an	
abjuration,	that	Beauchamp	had	made	no	abjuration	before	him.	Beauchamp	did,	
however,	take	church	at	St.	Paul's	cathedral	on	12	March	1467	and	confessed	to	the	
coroner	that	on	10	Sept.	1458	at	Compton,	Devonshire,	he	had	assaulted,	raped,	and	
deflowered	Alice	Perow,	singlewoman,	with	a	knife.	He	then	sought	to	stay	in	the	
church	for	forty	days,	according	to	the	customs	and	liberties	of	the	English	church,	
which	the	coroner	allowed	him	to	do.	Beauchamp,	however,	did	not	abjure.	NB:	21	
Apr.,	the	date	of	the	writ,	is	40	days	after	he	took	sanctuary.

TNA,	KB	9/316,	mm.	3-4 756

1574 Beaufort Edmund duke	of	
Somerset

M Tewkesbury	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1471 1471-05-04 Civil	war Beaufort	was	amongst	the	leaders	of	the	Lancastrian	forces	at	the	battle	of	
Tewkesbury	4	May	1471;	according	to	Warkworth's	Chronicle,	upon	defeat	he	and	
others	in	the	Lancastrian	forces	sought	sanctuary	at	Tewkesbury	Abbey.	Edward	IV	
initially	pardoned	them,	but	then	rescinded	the	pardon	and	extracted	them	from	the	
abbey	and	tried	and	executed	them	all.

Warkworth,	Chronicle,	18-
19;	McSheffrey,	SS,	46,	77

1122

540 Beawmont Elizabeth Yorkshire,	
Hedon

gentlewoma
n

F Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1480 1480-09-26 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Robert	Beawmont,	"litteratus,"	and	Elizabeth	
Beauwmont,	gentlewoman,	sought	sanctuary	on	26	Sept.	1480	for	the	death	of	
Thomas	Aldirlay	of	Almondbury,	killed	by	them	on	5	Oct.	1479.	(The	relationship	
between	the	two	Beawmonts	is	not	stated,	but	as	they	were	said	to	be	resident	in	
two	different	places,	they	were	likely	not	married	--	perhaps	brother	and	sister,	or	
mother	and	son.)

SDSB,	162 475

539 Beawmont Robert Yorkshire,	
Almondbury

"litteratus" M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1480 1480-09-26 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Robert	Beawmont,	"litteratus,"	and	Elizabeth	
Beauwmont,	gentlewoman,	sought	sanctuary	on	26	Sept.	1480	for	the	death	of	
Thomas	Aldirlay	of	Almondbury,	killed	by	them	on	5	Oct.	1479.	(The	relationship	
between	the	two	Beawmonts	is	not	stated,	but	as	they	were	said	to	be	resident	in	
two	different	places,	they	were	likely	not	married	--	perhaps	brother	and	sister,	or	
mother	and	son.)

SDSB,	162 475

441 Bebe Henry tiler M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1498 Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Henry	Bebe,	tiler,	sought	sanctuary	at	
Beverley	for	diverse	reasons.	[Undated;	last	entry	dated	Sept.	1498.]

SDSB,	142 386

1757 Beche John London	 tailor M Church-taking,	
Cambridgeshire,	
Chippenham

Taking	church
Abjuration

Harwich 1526 1526-10-25 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	on	25	Oct.	1526	at	Chippenham,	Cambs.,	that	Thomas	Mavys	
(ID	#1755),	Thomas	Willyams	(ID	#1756),	and	John	Beche	(ID	#1757)	took	the	parish	
church	of	Chippenham.	Mavis	admitted	to	the	coroner	that	on	29	Sept.	1526	he	had	
stolen	a	horse	worth	26s	8d	from	an	unknown	man	at	Markyate	in	Hertfordshire.	
Willyams	confessed	that	on	3	Mar.	1526	he	had	broken	into	the	house	and	close	of	
Thomas	Parkar	at	Salisbury	and	stolen	two	horses	worth	40s	apiece.	And	Beche	
admitted	that	on	3	Oct.	1526	he	had	stolen	a	horse	worth	20s	from	Gravesend	in	
Kent.	All	abjured	and	all	were	assigned	Harwich	as	their	port.	As	they	were	travelling	
together	but	were	from	different	places	and	had	committed	their	crimes	in	different	
places	and	different	times,	it	is	possible	they	had	all	escaped	from	prison.

TNA,	KB	9/974,	m.	8	 1533

974 Bedell Richard Essex,	Writtle gentleman M Church-taking,	
Essex,	Writtle

Taking	church
Abjuration

Harwich 1525 1525-07-07 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	7	Jul.	1525	Bedell	took	the	parish	church	of	All	
Saints,	Writtle,	Essex.	He	confessed	to	the	coroner	on	27	Jul.	1525	that	on	7	Jul.	he	
had	assaulted	John	Vavasor	of	Writtle	with	clubs,	swords,	and	daggers,	and	killed	him.	
He	abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/501/1,	m.	93 872

1309 Bedford Thomas M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1529 Security Richard	Reynold	wrote	a	letter	to	Cromwell	dated	3	Jan.	1530,	now	in	the	State	
Papers,	in	which	he	outlined	the	circumstances	in	a	dispute	Reynold	had	with	a	"Mr.	
Leder,"	for	which	Cromwell	amongst	others	was	acting	as	an	arbitrator.	Reynold	
indicated	that	Leder's	contentions	(regarding	a	very	large	debt	of	more	then	£5000)	
were	fraudulent,	and	that	at	Leder's	instruction	Reynold	had	persuaded	Thomas	
Bedford	-	by	this	time	dead	-	to	forge	documents	in	relation	to	the	dispute.	Bedford,	
though	very	ill,	fled	to	sanctuary	at	Westminster	rather	than	attempt	to	defend	his	
forgery.	For	"discharge	of	his	own	soul"	he	confessed	all	before	a	notary.

TNA,	SP	1/56,	fol.	191	(L&P,	
4/3:2738)

1143

Sanctuary Seekers in England, c. 1380-1550, ordered by seekers' names

30/05/17 18



Seeker	
ID

Surname First	
Name

Seeker	Place	
of	Origin

Seeker	
Occupation	
or	Status

Sex Sanctuary Sanctuary	Type Port	
Assigned

Year Date Seeker	
Reason

Seeker	
Reason	

Elaboration

	Summary	of	case Reference Case	
ID

1442 Beele Laurence Northumberla
nd,	Horton	
(near	Wooler)

servant M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1537 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	indicates	that	on	25	Jul.	1517,	Beele,	George	Reveley,	
William	Reveley,	Archibald	Reveley,	and	John	Reveley	killed	Thomas	Reveley	and	
Thomas	Boynde	at	Wandon	(Warenton?)	in	the	territory	of	Fowberry,	
Northumberland.	The	Reveleys	(ID	#252,	#253,	#254,	and	#249)	took	sanctuary	at	
Durham	in	early	August	and	November	1517,	but	in	a	"bill	of	information"	in	the	State	
Papers	reporting	to	Wolsey	on	murders	in	Northumberland,	Beele	was	noted	as	
having	fled	to	Scotland.	In	September	1537	Beele	returned	to	England	and	appears	to	
have	taken	sanctuary	at	Durham.	Enquiries	were	made	-	surviving	in	the	State	Papers	-	
regarding	whether	his	time	in	Scotland	constituted	treason	and	thus	justified	
stripping	his	sanctuary	privilege.

SDSB,	78;	TNA,	SP	1/23,	fol.	
229	(L&P,	3/2:822);	SP	
1/132,	fol.	97	(L&P,	
13/1:373)

1277

865 Beell John London	 fuller M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1493 1493-08-06 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	6	Aug.	1493	in	the	parish	of	St.	Mary	Wolnoth,	London,	over	the	
body	of	Lewis	John	of	London,	tailor.	Jurors	found	that	Beell	assaulted	John	in	the	
parish	of	St.	Swithin	on	4	Aug.,	and	that	John	died	from	the	wounds	on	6	Aug.	
Following	the	murder	Beell	fled	to	sanctuary	at	Westminster.	Thomas	Lokwode	of	
London,	baker,	was	named	as	accessory.	A	writ	dated	19	Nov.	1494	called	the	record	
up	to	King's	Bench.

TNA,	KB	9/402,	mm.	14-15 775

224 Beke William Westmorland,	
Kendal

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1516 1516-02-16 Debt Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Beke	sought	sanctuary	on	16	Feb.	1516	for	
debt.	He	swore	an	oath	that	he	would	pay	back	those	debts	to	those	whom	he	owed	
if	God	should	grant	him	worldly	goods.

SDSB,	71 189

107 Bekwith Anthony Yorkshire,	
Clint,	Ripley

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1504 1504-02-18 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Bekwith	sought	sanctuary	on	18	Feb.	1504	
because	he,	with	two	accessories,	on	20	Jan.	1504,	in	the	western	part	of	Master	
Yngilsby's	park,	"unfortunately"	met	up	with	John	Parker.	Bekwith	struck	and	fatally	
wounded	Parker	on	the	thigh	with	a	baselard.

SDSB,	39-40 94

1546 Bell James London	 yeoman	and	
minstrel

M Church-taking,	
Huntingdonshire
,	Great	Gidding,	
St.	James

Taking	church
Abjuration

Boston 1498 1498-07-16 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	16	Jul.	1498,	at	Great	Gidding,	Hunts.,	that	James	Bell,	John	
Grenewey,	and	Thomas	Dawson	abjured	for	robbing	7s.	from	William	Osteby,	clerk,	
and	Richard	Colyn,	at	Wittering,	Northants.	Bell	was	found	in	the	realm	and	brought	
before	King's	Bench	23	Nov.	1507;	he	presented	a	pardon,	went	sine	die.	Nothing	
further	found	about	the	others.

TNA,	KB	9/419,	m.	5;	KB	
27/985,	rex	m.	18

1356

1023 Bell John Nottinghamshi
re,	Wigsley

labourer M Church-taking,	
Nottinghamshire
,	Thorney

Taking	church
Abjuration

Newcastle	
upon	Tyne

1529 1529-02-21 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	21	Feb.	1529	Bell	took	the	church	of	St.	Helen	in	
Thorney,	Notts.	He	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	20	Feb.	he	had	broken	into	a	
close	at	Wiggesley	and	stolen	some	linen	cloth	worth	15s.	He	abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/509,	m.	157;	KB	
29/161,	m.	1d

919

127 Bell Ralph Yorkshire,	
[Rumoldkirk?]

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1505 1505-06-01 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Cuthbert	Appleby,	John	Appleby	of	
"Cornepath,"	William	Taylor,	and	Ralph	Bell	sought	sanctuary	on	1	Jun.	1505,	and	that	
John	Appleby	of	Cotherstone	came	on	16	Jun.	1505.	They	all	sought	asylum	for	the	
same	homicide,	of	Christopher	Smythson	alias	Wilson	of	the	parish	of	Runmow	near	
Hunderthwaite	dike,	on	19	Mar.	1505,	which	was	occasioned	by	his	attack	on	them.	
They	struck	him	on	the	head	and	in	the	middle	of	the	thigh	with	a	pikestaff	and	an	
arrow,	killing	him,	John	Appleby	(III)	of	Cotherstone	admitting	that	he	struck	the	blow	
to	the	head.	This	homicide	must	have	been	related	to	the	death	of	William	Wilson,	for	
which	several	other	Applebys	had	sought	sanctuary	at	the	end	of	Mar.	1505	(see	ID	
#114-117).

SDSB,	43 103

774 Bell Thomas London	 merchant M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1538 1538-10-04 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Bell	sought	sanctuary	on	4	Oct.	1538	for	
debt.

SDSB,	210 703

1462 Bellendyne John London	 M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1509 1509-06-24 Beverley	sanctuary	register	[as	corrected	by	Thornley]	records	that	Bellendyne	sought	
sanctuary	on	24	Jun.	1509	[entry	recorded	in	English	and	then	crossed	out.]

Thornley,	"Sanctuary	
Registers	at	Beverley,"	395
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1001 Belyngham Thomas London	 yeoman M Church-taking,	
Hertfordshire,	
Barley

Taking	church
Abjuration

Dover 1527 1527-11-03 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	3	Nov.	1527	at	Barley,	Herts.,	Belyngham	took	the	
parish	church	there.	He	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	28	Oct.	1526,	on	the	high	
way	at	St.	Thomas-a-Watering,	Surrey,	going	towards	Greenwich,	he	assaulted	an	
unknown	man	and	killed	him.	He	abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/506/1,	m.	1 898

1373 Bemonde John M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 Debt In	the	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Bemonde	was	named	as	having	entered	
for	debt.

TNA,	SP	1/238,	fols.	72-73 1207

1564 Benet John Shropshire,	
Ludlow

weaver M Shropshire,	
Ludlow,	Austin	
Friars

Chartered	
Sanctuary
Ambiguous

1505 1505-04-07 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	report	at	Ludlow,	Shropshire,	on	16	Apr.	1505,	over	the	body	of	
Jasper	Hylle.	Jurors	reported	that	Benet	on	7	Apr.	1505	had	lain	in	wait	for	Hylle	and	
assaulted	and	murdered	him.	Benet	then	immediately	fled	to	the	precinct	and	liberty	
of	the	Austin	friars	in	the	same	town,	and	at	the	time	of	the	inquest	resided	there.	A	
writ	dated	18	Jun.	1505	called	it	up	to	King's	Bench,	and	the	dorse	of	the	indictment	
indicates	it	was	delivered	in	Hillary	1506.

TNA,	KB	9/439,	mm.	15-16 1366

1253 Bennet John M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1556 Escape	from	
custody

Minutes	of	the	Privy	Council	on	16	Aug.	1556	record	that	a	letter	was	to	be	sent	to	
the	dean	of	Westminster	to	keep	John	Bennet	and	John	Williamson	in	safe	ward	so	
that	they	should	be	available	when	called	for;	Bennet	and	Williamson	had	escaped	
from	prison	and	had	taken	sanctuary	at	Westminster.

Acts	of	the	Privy	Council,	
5:328-29

1097

69 Bennet Robert Yorkshire,	
Stonegrave

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1496 1496-02-22 Homicide Self-defence Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Bennet	sought	sanctuary	on	22	Feb.	1496	
because	in	late	September	1495	in	the	parish	of	Hovingham	in	Yorkshire	he	assaulted	
Christopher	Whithede	of	Hovingham,	in	his	own	defence.	He	struck	him	on	the	head	
with	a	stick	and	killed	him.

SDSB,	27 63

1562 Bennet Thomas Berkshire,	
Reading

fuller M Church-taking,	
Buckinghamshir
e,	Burnham

Taking	church
Abjuration

Dover 1504 1504-06-23 Homicide Also	robbery Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	23	Jun.	1504	Bennet	sought	sanctuary	at	the	parish	
church	of	Burnham	and	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	at	Wotton	under	the	Hedge	in	
Gloucestershire	on	20	Oct.	1502,	together	with	five	other	persons	unknown	to	him,	
he	had	assaulted	an	unknown	man	and	stolen	100	s	in	money	in	a	black	leather	
pouch.	He	abjured.	Added	at	the	bottom	of	the	document	was	this	note:	"And	I,	the	
aforesaid	coroner,	led	the	aforesaid	Thomas	to	the	door	of	the	church	with	a	cross	in	
his	right	hand,	and	with	a	certain	pouch	attached	to	the	cross	with	the	bill	of	his	
abjuration	inside."	The	writ	calling	this	up	to	King's	Bench	is	dated	20	Nov.	1504.

TNA,	KB	9/435,	m.	3 1364

131 Benson Edward Cumbria,	
Sedgwick,	
Heversham

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1505 1505-08-12 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Benson	sought	sanctuary	on	12	Aug.	1505	
because	he	stabbed	William	Sand	in	the	thigh	with	a	dagger,	in	a	field	called	
Woodhouse	in	the	parish	of	Heversham,	on	16	Jul.	1505.	Sand	died	soon	after	from	
the	wound.

SDSB,	44 106

1058 Benson Thomas Yorkshire,	
York

freemason M Church-taking,	
Yorkshire,	York,	
St.	Peter

Taking	church 1531 1531-10-07 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	at	York	on	19	Oct.	1531	over	the	body	of	Anthony	Maunsell,	
gentleman.	The	jurors	reported	that	Thomas	Benson	of	York,	freemason	(ID	#1058),	
and	James	Symcok	of	York,	freemason	(ID	#1059),	had	assaulted	Maunsell	on	7	Oct.	
1531	between	9	and	10pm,	"without	having	God	before	their	eyes,	with	malice."	
Benson	gave	him	the	wound	from	which	he	died,	with	Symcok	as	accessory.	They	
both	fled	afterwards	to	the	cemetery	of	St.	Peter	in	York.	At	the	York	assizes	in	Lent	
1532	Symcok	was	acquitted.	

TNA,	KB	9/519,	m.	133-34 945

1799 Bentley Henry London[?] merchant M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1471 Debt In	a	Chancery	petition	about	1471,	John	Lyn	of	Bristol	indicated	that	Henry	Bentley	
had	fled	to	sanctuary	at	Westminster	while	owing	him	about	£8.

TNA,	C	1/46/336 1574

1519 Bere John Gloucestershir
e,	Bristol

cutler M Church-taking,	
Surrey,	Water	
Lambeth

Taking	church
Abjuration

Dover 1480 1480-03-26 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	26	Mar.	1480	Bere	took	the	church	at	Water	
Lambeth,	Surrey	and	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	just	before	Christmas	1476	he	
murdered	a	certain	Richard	Hylles	at	Sampford	Peverell,	Devon.	He	abjured.	He	
appeared	at	KB	in	Trinity	1480	having	been	found	in	the	realm,	and	was	sentenced	to	
hang.

TNA,	KB	9/353,	m.	66;	TNA,	
KB	27/875,	rex	m.	9d	(GD)
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1795 Bernard [John] gentleman,	
receiver	of	
the	Earl	of	
Oxford

M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1470 Civil	war In	a	Chancery	petition,	Robert	Byby,	a	"travelling	man,"	indicated	that	in	Dec.	1470,	
during	the	readeption,	he	was	asked	to	convey	some	liquidated	assets	from	the	town	
of	Colchester	to	the	earl	of	Oxford's	receiver,	one	Bernard,	who	was	then,	and	was	
still	at	time	of	writing,	in	sanctuary	at	Westminster.	Bernard	is	tentatively	identified	
as	John	Bernard,	who	acted	as	a	feoffee	for	the	earl	in	the	late	1460s	(James	Ross,	
*John	de	Vere*,	55-56).	Although	his	resort	to	sanctuary,	as	the	earl's	receiver,	would	
appear	to	be	linked	to	the	civil	war,	he	was	still	in	sanctuary	after	Edward	IV	restored,	
suggesting	he	may	also	have	had	other	cause	(debt?).

TNA,	C	1/46/165 1570

814 Bertram Bartholo
mew

London	and	
Holland

scrivener M Church-taking,	
London,	St.	
Magnus

Taking	church
Abjuration

Southampt
on

1432 1432-03-17 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	Bertram	(who	had	the	aliases	John	Clerk	of	London	and	
John	Bartram	of	Holland,	clerk),	had	taken	sanctuary	at	St.	Magnus's	church	in	London	
17	Mar.	1432,	confessing	that	he	had	robbed	a	London	pointmaker's	shop	in	1428.	He	
abjured.	He	seems	to	have	soon	after	been	arrested	again	at	Enfield,	Middlesex,	in	
possession	of	two	chalices	and	a	book.	A	note	on	the	back	of	the	coroner's	
memorandum	indicates	that	he	claimed	benefit	of	clergy	and	was	delivered	to	the	
ordinary	of	Westminster.

TNA,	KB	9/226,	mm.	88,	110-
11

740

132 Berwyk John Lancashire,	
Halton

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1505 1505-08-27 Homicide Self-defence Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Berwyk	sought	sanctuary	on	27	Aug.	1505	
because,	following	an	attack	on	him	by	Christopher	Walys	on	23	Aug.	in	a	field	called	
Halton	Moor,	in	his	own	defence	he	struck	Walys	on	the	head	with	a	dagger	and	killed	
him.

SDSB,	44 107

1557 Bery Agnes Kent,	
Sevenoaks

widow F SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1503 1503-03-17 Petty	
Treason

Coroner's	inquest	report	at	Sevenoaks,	Kent,	on	8	Jul.	1503,	over	the	body	of	Richard	
Bery	of	Sevenoaks,	husbandman.	The	jurors	reported	that	Agnes	Bery,	Richard's	wife,	
on	17	Mar.	1503	had	given	Richard	rat's	bane	(arsenic),	in	his	food	and	drink,	thus	
murdering	him.	The	jurors	also	reported	that	Thomas	Boby	of	Sevenoaks,	fuller,	was	
an	accessory,	harbouring	her.	Both	Agnes	and	Boby	fled	to	the	sanctuary	of	St.	Martin	
le	Grand	following	the	felony.	In	Michaelmas	1506,	Agnes	Bery	appeared	before	
King's	Bench,	and	pleaded	not	guilty,	and	was	put	to	bail.	In	Hillary	1507	she	appeared	
and	pleaded	that	the	indictment	was	insufficient	because	it	did	not	identify	in	what	
place	or	country	she	lived,	as	required	by	statute.	The	court	agreed	and	she	was	
released	(went	sine	die).

TNA,	KB	9/431,	m.	28;	KB	
29/136,	mm.	8,	8d;	KB	
27/970,	rex	m.	5;	KB	27/981,	
rex	m.	09d
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891 Bery Richard Kent,	
Sittingbourne

carpenter M Church-taking,	
Kent,	Kidbrooke

Taking	church
Abjuration

Dover 1512 1512-04-04 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	4	Apr.	1512	Bery	had	taken	the	church	of	Kidbrooke,	
Kent,	and	on	6	Apr.	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	Palm	Sunday	[4	Apr.]	he	had	
broken	into	the	house	of	William	Munde	at	Boxley,	Kent,	and	stolen	various	
household	items,	clothes,	etc.	He	abjured	and	was	assigned	Dover.	On	21	Jun.	1512,	
Bery	appeared	before	King's	Bench,	having	been	caught	in	the	realm.	Asked	why	he	
should	not	be	executed	on	his	abjuration,	he	explained	that	following	his	abjuration	
he	was	being	led	by	the	constable	from	hundred	to	hundred	until	they	came	to	
Boughton	under	Blean,	Kent,	when	the	constable	accompanying	him	left	him	in	the	
high	road,	telling	him	he	would	soon	be	back	with	another	constable.	The	constable	
never	returned,	however,	leaving	Bery	standing	in	the	high	road	alone.	After	three	
hours,	three	men	riding	from	Canterbury	came	along	and	one	of	them	shouted	at	
him,	"A,	thou	errant	thefe,	art	thou	here	I	shall	slee	the	with	my	owen	honde,"	and	
drew	his	sword	and	struck	at	him.	In	fear	for	his	life,	Bery	ran	into	a	nearby	wood	and	
escaped	them.	He	waited	there	for	three	days	without	food	or	water,	and	then	began	
to	proceed,	making	his	way	to	Chislehurst,	about	45	miles	from	Boughton	under	
Blean	[and,	notably,	in	the	wrong	direction	to	get	to	Dover].	There,	by	the	church	of	
St.	Mary	Cray,	he	sought	food	and	drink,	carrying	(he	said)	his	cross	and	his	purse	as	
abjurer	openly	upon	him.	There,	however,	he	was	taken	by	a	burgrave	(a	governor	of	
a	town	or	castle),	and	from	there	he	was	led	by	a	constable	to	the	King's	Bench	
prison.	He	thus	sought	to	have	"le	pasport"	as	abjurer	again.	The	king's	attorney	
responded	that	Bery's	plea	was	insufficient	in	law,	and	Bery	had	no	response	to	that;	
the	justices	took	it	under	advisement,	and	then	in	Michaelmas	term	they	ruled	that	
his	plea	was	indeed	insufficient.	He	was	then	asked	if	he	was	a	clerk,	he	replied	no,	
and	thus	he	was	sentenced	to	hang.

TNA,	KB	9/458,	mm.	109-
110;	KB	29/144,	mm.	2,	5;	KB	
27/1004,	m.	19

801

1815 Bes[...] Roger London[?] M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

nd Debt In	a	damaged	Chancery	bill,	plaintiff	Roger	Bes...	indicated	that	he	was	a	sanctuary	
man	at	Westminster,	and	that	he	has	been	cited	before	the	mayor	of	London	by	
William	Paston,	esq.	Date	range	1486-1493,	or	1504-1515.	If	this	is	William	Paston	IV	
(b.	1479),	then	more	likely	to	be	the	later	dates.

TNA,	C	1/120/2 1589

862 Besseley Robert Middlesex,	
Westminster

yeoman M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1491 1491-12-29 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	29	Dec.	1491	within	the	liberty	of	the	abbot	of	Westminster,	over	
the	body	of	Fernando	de	Molina.	The	jurors	find	that	on	that	same	day	Molina	was	
assaulted	by	Barthelmewe	and	Besseley.	Barthelmewe	stabbed	him	with	a	knife	
under	his	arm,	and	Besseley	with	a	dager	in	the	chest,	either	of	which	wounds	would	
have	killed	him,	and	he	immediately	died.	Afterwards	they	fled	to	the	sanctuary	of	St.	
Martin	le	Grand.	A	note	on	the	coroner's	record	indicates	that	Barthelmewe	was	in	
custody	as	of	Easter	1492,	but	nothing	further	is	known	about	Besseley.

TNA,	KB	9/393,	m.	22;	KB	
9/394,	m.	19

772

716 Bettes Thomas Huntingdonshi
re,	Ramsay

fisher M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1530 1530-07-11 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Bettes	sought	sanctuary	on	11	Jul.	1530	for	
debt.

SDSB,	198 647

892 Bewardy Henry Cornwall,	
Liskeard

labourer M Church-taking,	
Berkshire,	
Coleshill	All	
Saints

Taking	church
Abjuration

Southampt
on

1511 1511-04-29 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	29	Apr.	1511	Bewardy	sought	sanctuary	at	Coleshill	
parish	church	for	the	homicide	of	John	Richards	at	Gravesend,	Kent	on	4	Oct.	1510.	
Bewardy	was	one	of	four	men	who	abjured	from	All	Saints	church	on	the	same	day,	
although	only	two	were	involved	in	the	same	crime,	and	the	abjurations	were	
recorded	separately.

TNA,	KB	9/459,	m.	65 802
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906 Bewesbury John Kent,	
Maidstone

shoemaker M Church-taking,	
Kent,	
Maidstone,	All	
Saints

Taking	church 1516 1516-01-30 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	at	Maidstone	on	24	Feb.	1516	over	the	body	of	John	Hudson.	The	
jurors	reported	that	Bewesbury	had	assaulted	Hudson	with	a	knife	on	30	Jan.,	giving	
him	a	wound	from	which	Hudson	died	on	24	Feb.	As	soon	as	he	committed	the	
murder	on	30	Jan.	he	fled	to	the	collegiate	church	of	Maidstone	and	claimed	the	
privilege	there.	Afterwards,	on	[illegible	date],	he	fled	from	that	church	and	escaped.	
Moreover,	the	jurors	say	that	a	certain	Humphrey	[illegible]	of	Maidstone,	chaplain,	
knowing	that	Bewesbury	had	committed	the	murder,	dressed	him	in	priest's	clothing	
and	secretly	led	him	out	of	the	church	and	allowed	him	to	go	at	large,	and	thus	he	is	
an	accessory	to	murder.

TNA,	KB	9/471,	m.	154 814

1649 Bewregard Peter London	 yeoman M Church-taking,	
Surrey,	
Southwark,	St.	
Mary	Overey

Taking	church 1506 1506-12-20 On	an	appeal	of	robbery	in	King's	Bench	in	Trinity	1507,	Roger	Thornedon	accused	
Peter	Bewregard,	whom	he	claimed	had	burgled	his	house	in	the	parish	of	St.	Magnus	
in	London	on	20	Dec.	1506,	stealing	cloth	worth	over	£6.	Bewregard	denied	the	
burglary,	and	claimed	moreover	that	on	that	same	day,	20	Dec.,	he	had	taken	
sanctuary	at	the	church	of	St.	Mary	Magdalen	in	Southwark,	for	[other]	felonies,	but	
was	violently	taken	out	of	the	church	on	the	same	day.	He	sought	to	be	restored,	and	
pleaded	not	guilty	to	the	burglary	of	Thornedon.	The	sanctuary	plea	was	to	be	put	to	
a	jury.	A	legal	issue	on	which	there	was	commentary	in	Caryll's	report	was	whether	a	
plea	of	sanctuary	had	to	be	tried	by	jurors	with	the	same	property	qualifications	to	try	
a	felony	(answered	affirmatively).	Although	Bewregard	was	put	into	custody	of	the	
marshal	awaiting	trial	and	there	is	no	record	of	the	jury's	verdict,	the	King's	Bench	
controlment	roll	indicates	that	he	either	was	bailed	and	failed	to	reappear	or	
escaped,	as	he	was	outlawed	on	17	Jun.	1510.

Baker,	Caryll's	Reports,	559-
61	[transcribing	KB	27/984,	
plea	m.	26];	KB	29/136,	n.	33

1430

533 Bilton Robert Yorkshire,	
Hutton	
Cranswick

husbandman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1478 1478-05-16 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Bilton	on	16	May	1478	sought	sanctuary	at	
Beverley	for	the	death	of	Thomas	Mathyn	of	Cranswick	etc.

SDSB,	160 469

147 Birkehede George Yorkshire,	
Sneaton

yeoman M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1507 1507-04-08 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Thomas	Knags	and	George	Birkehede	sought	
sanctuary	on	8	Apr.	1507	because	five	months	before	Knags	had,	in	his	own	defence,	
struck	a	certain	Colynson	at	Whitby	Strand	in	Whitby,	nearly	cutting	off	his	arm	with	a	
sword.	Birkehede	gave	Colynson	another	wound	in	the	stomach,	and	from	both	these	
wounds	he	died	the	same	day.	

SDSB,	47-48 116

798 Bisshop Edmund Somerset,	
Glastonbury

brewer M Church-taking,	
Middlesex,	
Tottenham

Taking	church
Abjuration

Dover 1416 1416-09-11 Asportation Two	records	-	Middlesex	jurors'	presentment	and	coroner's	memorandum	-	that	
Edmund	Bisshop	had	been	arrested	on	suspicion	of	theft	in	Tottenham.	The	constable	
of	Tottenham	put	him	in	the	stocks,	but	two	days	later	he	escaped	and	fled	to	the	
parish	church.	There	he	acknowledged	to	the	coroner	having	burglarized	a	house	in	
Harlow,	Essex,	and	he	abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/208,	mm.	67,	79 724

763 Blackett James Derbyshire,	
Brampton

labourer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1535 Homicide Also	felony Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	-	with	no	date,	the	entry	falling	between	entries	
dated	Dec.	1535	and	July	1536	-	that	Blackett	sought	sanctuary	for	felony	and	murder.

SDSB,	208 692

1487 Blakbourne Thomas	
alias	
Christoph
er

M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1440 1440-09-01 Escape	from	
custody

There	are	two	rival	versions	of	the	sanctuary-seeking	of	Knight,	Rede,	Blakbourne,	
Janyver,	and	Moreys,	as	the	subsequent	seizure	of	the	five	men	from	St.	Martin's	
ignited	a	months-long	quarrel	between	SMLG	and	the	City	of	London	before	the	king	
and	his	council.	Knight	had	been	held	in	Newgate	prison	prior	to	facing	a	plea	of	debt	
in	the	London	sheriffs'	court,	but	with	the	help	of	his	four	accomplices	he	escaped	
from	custody	as	he	was	being	brought	to	court	to	face	the	suit	and	fled	into	St.	
Martin's	sanctuary.	Later	the	same	day,	the	sheriffs	of	London	seized	the	five	men	
from	the	sanctuary	and	took	them	into	custody.	After	much	inquiry	and	claims	and	
counter-claims	made	by	SMLG	and	the	City,	Knight	and	the	other	men	were	restored	
to	the	sanctuary	by	the	king's	order	in	late	October	1440.

WAM,	Book	5,	fols.	41r-64r;	
LMA,	Letter	Book	K,	fol.	189r	
(CLBK,	242);	McSheffrey,	SS,	
70
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938 Blake Robert Hampshire,	
Bishop's	
Waltham

shoemaker M Church-taking,	
Hampshire,	
Bishop's	
Waltham

Abjuration
Taking	church

Portsmouth 1520 1520-04-12 Homicide Also	many	
other	
felonies

Coroner's	memorandum	at	Bishop's	Waltham,	Hants.,	12	April	1520,	that	Robert	
Blake	took	the	parish	church	there.	He	confessed	to	the	coroner	[his	confession	
recorded	in	English]	that	along	with	John	Wylliams	of	Ledbury,	Herts.	[sic;	Ledbury	is	
in	Herefordshire],	ostler,	around	1	May	1507,	at	a	place	near	St.	Kenelm	in	Worcs.	
[Romsley],	he	robbed	a	Welshman	whose	name	he	did	not	know,	stealing	26s	8d	in	
white	money.	On	22	May	1507	in	Gloucs.	on	a	hill	a	mile	from	Winchcombe	he	killed	a	
man	by	thrusting	sheep	shears	through	his	chest.	Again	with	John	Williams,	about	
Michaelmas	1506	at	a	bridge	called	Newbridge	in	Oxfordshire,	he	robbed	a	strange	
man	and	stole	40s	from	him.	On	7	June	1515,	with	John	Williams,	in	a	wood	called	
Abbas	wood	of	Romsey,	on	the	high	way	from	Romsey	to	Winchester,	Hants.,	he	
murdered	a	stranger	and	stole	from	him	a	sword,	a	buckler,	a	bay	horse,	saddle	and	
bridle,	and	£4	in	money.	On	26	Mar.	1520,	at	a	place	of	running	water	between	
Shirley	Mill	and	Romsey,	Hants.,	he	stole	40s	8d	from	a	stranger.	He	also	stole	a	horse	
out	of	a	close	between	Wherwell	and	Winchester,	and	sold	it	in	Stanton	Harcourt	to	
the	vicar	there	on	22	Jul.	1509.	Also	on	2	Feb.	in	10	Hen	VII	[1495;	error,	probably,	for	
10	Hen.	VIII,	1519],	he	broke	into	John	Tradde's	house	at	Aschton	in	the	parish	of	
Bishop's	Waltham	and	stole	26s	8d	worth	of	plate	and	other	goods.	He	abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/482,	m.	34 836

1478 Bland **** M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1497 Homicide In	an	inquiry	regarding	the	bounds	of	St.	Martin	le	Grand	sanctuary	undertaken	in	the	
mid-1530s,	witness	Ralph	Twynne	said	Bland	was	a	sanctuary	man	in	St.	Martin's	for	
20	years,	having	been	part	of	the	Perkin	Warbeck	conspiracy,	c.	1497,	and	for	having	
killed	one	of	Sir	Gilbert	Talbot's	servants;	he	lived	in	Cock	Alley	and	Bland's	Alley,	
which	could	possibly	have	been	named	for	him.

TNA,	C	24/3,	"Abbas,"	mm.	
15-16,	16-17;	STAC	
2/23/266,	mm.	56-60,	61-64;	
STAC	2/20/323,	mm.	19-23;	
McSheffrey,	SS,	49,	130,	133

1305

27 Blande Stephen Middlesex,	
Stepney[?]

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1483 1483-07-18 Homicide Self-defence Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Blande	sought	sanctuary	on	18	Jul.	1483	
because	on	4	July	1483	at	Stepney	near	London	he	had	struck	a	certain	Christopher	
Rwther	with	a	dagger,	in	self-defence,	and	killed	him.

SDSB,	10 23

1696 Blase	alias	
Barbara

Derek Westminster	
Abbey

yeoman M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1485 1485-11-09 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	at	Westminster	9	Nov.	1485	over	the	body	of	John	Spencer	of	
Westminster.	The	jurors	reported	that	Blase	lay	in	wait	for	Spencer	and	assaulted	him	
and	murdered	him.	Taking	his	sword	with	him,	he	fled	to	Westminster	sanctuary.

TNA,	KB	9/1060,	m.	91 1475

103 Blesdell Ralph Yorkshire,	
Ripon

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1504 1504-02-05 Homicide Accessory Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Robert	Skafe	sought	sanctuary	on	5	Feb.	1504	
because	with	Ralph	Blesdell,	his	accessory,	on	15	Jan.	1504	he	had	assaulted	Reginald	
Midilton	on	the	king's	road	in	Ripon.	He	struck	Reginald	on	the	thigh	with	a	sword,	
killing	him.	Ralph	Blesdell	also	sought	sanctuary	because	he	was	present	when	Skafe	
killed	Midilton.

SDSB,	39;	Fowler,	"Sanctuary	
Records,"	313

92

1098 Blewet Richard M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1478 1478-06-04 A	Chancery	precedent	book	transcribed	a	record	of	a	process	at	King's	Bench,	in	
which	the	sheriffs	of	London	reported	that	Blewet	had	been	outlawed	because	he	did	
not	appear	to	answer	a	suit;	he	pleaded	that	he	had	been	in	the	prison	of	the	dean	
(and	bishop	of	Bath	and	Wells,	Robert	Stillington)	at	St.	Martin	le	Grand	and	thus	
could	not	answer	the	suit.	As	the	judges	advised	themselves	on	the	issue,	he	was	put	
to	bail.

TNA,	KB	15/42,	fol.	140v-
141r

971

Sanctuary Seekers in England, c. 1380-1550, ordered by seekers' names

30/05/17 24



Seeker	
ID

Surname First	
Name

Seeker	Place	
of	Origin

Seeker	
Occupation	
or	Status

Sex Sanctuary Sanctuary	Type Port	
Assigned

Year Date Seeker	
Reason

Seeker	
Reason	

Elaboration

	Summary	of	case Reference Case	
ID

935 Bleyse William Oxfordshire,	
Eynsham

glover M Church-taking,	
Oxfordshire,	
Eynsham

Taking	church
Abjuration

Southampt
on

1518 1518-03-01 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	1	Mar.	1518	at	Eynsham,	Oxon.,	Bleyse	took	the	
church	of	the	monastery	of	St.	Mary	the	Virgin	at	Eynsham.	He	confessed	to	the	
coroners	that	on	28	Feb.	1518	he	had	murdered	Thomas	Anderson	at	Eynsham.	He	
abjured.	

TNA,	KB	9/479,	m.	50 833

1829 Blike John Berkshire	 M Chartered	
Sanctuary

1510 Debt A	widow	Joan	Kete	and	John	Kete	(her	son?),	executors	of	testament	of	Andrew	Kete,	
sued	in	Chancery	because	the	defendant,	William	Huls,	deputy	to	the	Berkshire	
sheriff,	released	one	of	Andrew	Kete's	debtors,	John	Blike,	whom	they	had	had	
arrested;	Blike	then	went	into	sanctuary	"wher	noo	processe	of	the	comon	lawe	can	
take	effect	nor	be	executed	ayenst	hym."	Year	fixed	by	date	of	appointment	of	the	
Berkshire	sheriff	(William	Harecourt)	named	in	the	bill	(L&P,	1:354).

TNA,	C	1/329/50 1598

915 Blomefeld John Suffolk,	
Beccles

tailor M Church-taking,	
Essex,	Stanway

Taking	church
Abjuration

Harwich 1520 1520-12-04 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	that	Blomefeld	took	the	parish	church	of	Stanway,	Essex,	on	
4	Dec.	1520	and	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	20	Jun.	1520	he	had	assaulted,	with	
malice	aforethought,	Robert	Sutton	of	Westell,	Suffolk,	labourer,	at	Westell,	killing	
him.	He	abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/484,	m.	88 820

1374 Blummer George M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1531 Felony In	the	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Blummer	was	named	as	having	entered	
for	felony,	c.	1531.

TNA,	SP	1/238,	fols.	72-73 1208

590 Blyncarn Thomas Yorkshire,	
York

butcher M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1517 1517-02-12 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Blyncarn	sought	sanctuary	on	12	Feb.	1517	
for	debt.

SDSB,	172 523

1558 Boby Thomas Kent,	
Sevenoaks

fuller M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1503 1503-03-17 Homicide Accessory Coroner's	inquest	report	at	Sevenoaks,	Kent,	on	8	Jul.	1503,	over	the	body	of	Richard	
Bery	of	Sevenoaks,	husbandman.	The	jurors	reported	that	Agnes	Bery,	Richard's	wife,	
on	17	Mar.	1503	had	given	Richard	rat's	bane	(arsenic),	in	his	food	and	drink,	thus	
murdering	him.	The	jurors	also	reported	that	Thomas	Boby	of	Sevenoaks,	fuller,	was	
an	accessory,	harbouring	her.	Both	Agnes	and	Boby	fled	to	the	sanctuary	of	St.	Martin	
le	Grand	following	the	felony.	In	Michaelmas	1506,	Agnes	Bery	appeared	before	
King's	Bench,	and	pleaded	not	guilty,	and	was	put	to	bail.	In	Hillary	1507	she	appeared	
and	pleaded	that	the	indictment	was	insufficient	because	it	did	not	identify	in	what	
place	or	country	she	lived,	as	required	by	statute.	The	court	agreed	and	she	was	
released	(went	sine	die).	Boby	had	himself	appeared	to	face	the	indictment	in	King's	
Bench	in	Hillary	1504,	but	his	process	as	accessory	was	suspended	awaiting	the	
outcome	of	the	process	against	the	principal,	Agnes	Bery,	and	he	was	bailed.

TNA,	KB	9/431,	m.	28;	KB	
29/136,	mm.	8,	8d;	KB	
27/970,	rex	m.	5;	KB	27/981,	
rex	m.	09d

1360

728 Bocher John Cheshire M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1531 1531-08-30 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Bocher	sought	sanctuary	on	30	Aug.	1531	for	
a	debt	of	£100.

SDSB,	200 657

161 Bocle James Yorkshire,	
Heley,	
Grinton,	
Swaledale

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1508 1508-01-18 Homicide Self-defence Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Bocle	sought	sanctuary	on	18	Jan.	1508	
because	he	had	struck	Richard	Clersson	on	the	head	with	a	clubstaff,	in	self-defence,	
from	which	wound	Clersson	died	on	15	Jan.	1508.

SDSB,	51 128
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1066 Bofeld William London	 yeoman M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 1532-04-20 Homicide Accessory Coroner’s	inquest	20	Apr.	1532	at	Westminster	within	the	sanctuary	of	the	abbey	
over	the	body	of	William	Pennington,	knight.	The	jurors	found	that	after	Pennington	
had	met	up	with	Richard	Southwell	in	Westminster	Hall	and	they	exchanged	words,	
Pennington	angrily	challenging	Southwell	to	meet	him	outside.	Pennington,	with	six	
retainers,	met	up	with	Richard	Southwell,	who	was	accompanied	by	his	brothers	
Robert	and	Anthony,	Matthew	Fraunsham,	Richard	Wood,	William	Bofeld,	and	David	
Lloyd,	on	a	causeway	between	the	sanctuary	and	Tothill.	An	affray	ensued,	in	the	
course	of	which	Anthony	–	coming	to	the	defence	of	his	brother	Richard,	who	was	on	
the	ground	with	Pennington’s	sword	at	his	throat	–	gave	Pennington	a	mortal	wound	
from	which	he	immediately	died.	The	Southwells	then	took	sanctuary	at	the	abbey	
(even	though	the	felony	took	place	inside	the	sanctuary	precinct,	which	should	have	
been	a	bar).	This	was	a	highly	political	case,	and	this	inquest	report	was	quite	possibly	
a	faked	story;	diplomatic	reports	and	other	sources	suggest	that	the	quarrel	related	to	
disputes	on	the	king's	council	between	the	duke	of	Norfolk	(Southwell's	patron)	and	
the	duke	of	Suffolk	(Pennington's	patron).	The	Southwells	and	their	retainers	all	
presented	a	pardon,	dated	15	June	1532,	in	King’s	Bench	in	Easter	term	1533,	and	
Richard	Southwell	paid	a	fine	of	£1000.	The	pardon	was	confirmed	by	an	act	of	
parliament	in	1534	(25	Hen.	VIII	c.	32).

TNA,	KB	9/520,	m.	12;	KB	
27/1087,	rex	m.	8;	other	
references:	McSheffrey,	
"Slaying	of	William	
Pennington."

947

1277 Bolle Robert M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1414 1414-02-02 Named	in	coroner's	report	of	the	confession	(as	approver)	of	Richard	Makerell	(ID	
#796).	Makerell	claimed	that	when	he	was	in	sanctuary	at	Westminster	(as	a	debtor)	
in	1414,	the	archdeacon	of	Westminster	tried	to	recruit	Makerell,	Robert	Bolle,	and	
William	Tuttebury	(ID	#1278)	for	Sir	John	Oldcastle's	revolt	against	the	crown.	

TNA,	KB	9/205/1,	m.	15 722

1862 Bolton,	
(alias	
Rasebek?)

Richard Yorkshire,	
Bolton

tailor M York	Greyfriars Ambiguous 1392 1392-05-22 Treason Also	felony At	peace	sessions	for	the	East	Riding	held	at	York	castle	4	July	1392,	the	jurors	
presented	that	Richard	de	Bolton	(with	perhaps	the	surname	Rasebek),	had	been	
convicted	on	22	May	1392	of	felony	and	treason	and	returned	to	gaol,	but	with	the	
help	of	several	other	prisoners	also	indicted	for	felony	(Robert	Clerk,	cariour	of	
Cokeward;	Beatrix	Webster;	Margaret	the	wife	of	Robert	Rasebek;	John	Scheperd	
servant	of	Robert	Rasebek;	Josiana,	John	Scheperd's	wife;	and	Robert	Clerkson	of	
Yolton),	he	escaped	and	then	took	sanctuary	in	the	Greyfriars	church	at	York.	As	of	4	
July	he	was	there	still	(43	days	after	his	first	having	taken	asylum	there).	

Bertha	Haven	Putnam,	ed.,	
Proceedings	Before	the	
Justices	of	the	Peace	in	the	
Fourteenth	and	Fifteenth	
Centuries,	Edward	III	to	
Richard	III,	The	Ames	
Foundation	(London:	
Spottiswoode,	Ballantyne,	
1938),	440.

1628

781 Bone Richard London	 M Church-taking,	
Westminster,	St.	
Stephen's	within	
the	Palace

Taking	church 1395 1395-11-05 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	5	Nov.	1395	at	St.	Stephen's	church	within	the	palace	at	
Westminster,	that	Bone	took	sanctuary	there.	He	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	in	
September	1392	he	had	robbed	a	man	on	horseback	at	Charing	Cross	of	20d	in	
money.	The	townspeople	were	enjoined	to	keep	Bone	under	safe	watch	(no	
indication	of	abjuration).

TNA,	KB	9/176,	m.	170 709

67 Boner John Durham,	
Gateshead

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1495 1495-12-16 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Boner	sought	sanctuary	on	16	Dec.	1495	
because	in	late	July	14	years	before	--	i.e.	c.	1481	--	he	had	stabbed	Alexander	
Stevenson	in	the	chest	with	a	dagger	near	the	park	of	Dotland	in	Hexhamshire,	from	
which	wound	Stevenson	immediately	died.

SDSB,	26 61

368 Bonfay Thomas Yorkshire,	
Everingham

tailor M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1511 1511-01-18 Asportation Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Bonfay	sought	sanctuary	on	18	Jan.	1511	for	
theft	of	goods	and	chattels	of	Nicholas	Suttell,	gentleman.

SDSB,	126 316

Sanctuary Seekers in England, c. 1380-1550, ordered by seekers' names

30/05/17 26



Seeker	
ID

Surname First	
Name

Seeker	Place	
of	Origin

Seeker	
Occupation	
or	Status

Sex Sanctuary Sanctuary	Type Port	
Assigned

Year Date Seeker	
Reason

Seeker	
Reason	

Elaboration

	Summary	of	case Reference Case	
ID

1524 Boole John Suffolk,	
Westhorpe

mercer M Church-taking,	
Suffolk,	
Westhorpe

Taking	church
Abjuration

Ipswich 1487 1487-08-20 Homicide Also	robbery	
and	burglary

Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	20	Aug.	1487	Boole	took	the	church	of	Westhorpe	
for	sanctuary	and	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	he	and	John	Herward	of	Beltham,	
Essex,	tailor,	robbed	a	man	in	early	Dec.	1486	at	Holkham	Market	in	Norfolk,	taking	
cloth	and	various	other	things	from	him.	They	also	broke	into	a	house	in	Norfolk	and	
robbed	it	in	1484,	killing	the	owner	in	the	process.	He	abjured.	He	must	have	
subsequently	been	caught	in	the	realm	(the	writ	is	dated	Nov.	1487),	as	a	note	on	the	
memorandum	indicates	that	he	had	pleaded	clergy	successfuly.

TNA,	KB	9/375,	m.	17 1342

33 Borell Thomas Yorkshire,	
Thornton

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1485 1485-06-20 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Borell	sought	sanctuary	on	20	Jun.	1485	for	
the	death	of	William	Claypham	of	Witton,	Yorkshire,	on	15	Jun.	1485,	when	he	struck	
him	on	the	back	of	the	head	with	a	bill.

SDSB,	12 29

654 Boresley Thomas Warwickshire,	
Coventry

plumber M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1525 1525-01-16 Felony Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Boresley	sought	sanctuary	on	16	Jan.	1525	
for	felony.

SDSB,	184 585

1375 Borle Thomas M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 1533-03-01 Homicide In	the	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Borle	was	named	as	having	entered	for	
murder,	about	a	quarter	year	before	(~early	Mar.	1533).

TNA,	SP	1/238,	fols.	72-73 1209

549 Borow John Yorkshire,	
Handsworth

labourer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1481 1481-10-06 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Borow	sought	sanctuary	on	6	Oct.	1481	for	
the	death	of	Richard	Crib,	also	of	Handsworth,	feloniously	killed	by	Borow	on	14	Sept.	
1481.

SDSB,	164 484

86 Borow Roland Cumbria,	
Kirkby	
Lonsdale

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1501 1501-06-02 Homicide Self-defence Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Borow	sought	sanctuary	on	2	Jun.	1501,	
admitting	that	he	had	killed,	in	self-defence,	Hugh	Wylkynson	of	the	town	of	"Acrik"	
in	Lupton,	Cumbria.	He	stabbed	Wylkynson	in	the	throat	with	a	dagger,	from	which	
blow	he	immediately	died.	

SDSB,	34 77

440 Borowdale John Yorkshire,	
Strensall

brewer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1497 1497-09-23 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Borowdale	sought	sanctuary	on	23	Sept.	
1497	for	the	homicide	of	William	Walker	of	Strensall	on	7	Aug.	1497,	in	Strensall,	with	
a	staff.

SDSB,	141 385

1651 Boswell Hugh London	 gentleman	
alias	friar

M Northamptonshi
re,	
Northampton,	
St.	Andrew's	
Priory	(Cluniac	
order)

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1513 1513-04-23 Asportation A	case	heard	first	at	the	Northamptonshire	assizes	in	Lent	1513	and	then	brought	up	
to	King's	Bench	in	Trinity	term	1513,	and	on	which	there	was	commentary	by	Port,	
Boswell	was	indicted	for	stealing	from	a	church.	This	was	a	felony	for	which	benefit	of	
clergy	for	those	not	in	orders	had	just	recently	been	rescinded,	and	so	Boswell	at	first	
claimed	that	he	was	in	orders	(that	he	was	a	friar),	but	then	changed	his	plea	to	
sanctuary,	claiming	that	he	had	taken	sanctuary	at	the	Cluniac	priory	of	St.	Andrew	in	
Northampton.	Explicitly,	according	to	Port's	notes,	he	indicated	he	claimed	sanctuary	
for	life,	not	just	for	forty	days.	The	prior,	summoned,	indicated	that	he	did	not	claim	
any	such	privilege	for	his	monastery.	Thus	it	was	judged	that	he	was	to	hang.

Baker,	Port's	Notebook,	37-
41

1432

1533 Boteler John Lincolnshire,	
Lincoln

bowyer M SJJ:	Beaumont-
Leys,	
Leicestershire

Chartered	
Sanctuary
Ambiguous

1493 1493-01-07 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	report	7	Jan.	1493	over	the	body	of	William	Thomas	of	Lincoln.	The	
jurors	found	that	Boteler	had	assaulted	and	killed	Thomas	with	a	dagger,	and	then	
fled	for	the	murder	to	"the	franchise	of	Beaumontrent."	This	is	probably	Beaumont-
Leys,	Leics.,	an	extra-parochial	liberty.	It	had,	until	1482,	been	held	by	the	
Hospitallers,	but	in	1482	it	was	traded	to	the	crown	for	an	advowson,	and	it	was	
made	into	a	royal	deer	park	by	Edward	IV,	which	it	remained	until	1526.	It	doesn't	
seem	likely	that	any	claim	to	sanctuary	there	would	have	been	respected.	VCH	Leics.,	
4:447-456	(http://www.british-history.ac.uk/report.aspx?compid=66595).	
Nonetheless,	Boteler	appears	to	have	escaped:	the	coroner's	report,	which	was	called	
up	to	King's	Bench	10	May	1493,	has	the	note	"not	in	prison,"	and	the	controlment	
roll	indicates	Boteler	was	outlawed	in	Trinity	1496.

TNA,	KB	9/397,	m.	23;	KB	
29/123,	m.	15d
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1656 Bougham William Herefordshire,	
Garway

labourer M SJJ:	
Wormbridge,	
Herefordshire

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1488 Asportation In	a	gaol	delivery	case	at	Hereford	Castle,	3	Mar.	1488,	recorded	in	a	Hospitaller	
cartulary,	Bougham,	an	admitted	felon,	took	sanctuary	in	"Harry	ap	Guyllym's	house,"	
apparently	a	secular	property	at	Wormbridge,	Herefs.,	belonging	to	the	Hospitaller	
preceptory	at	Dinmore.	He	was	seized	from	there	and	pleaded	sanctuary	at	gaol	
delivery.	The	first	section	of	the	gaol	delivery	record	is	transcribed	in	the	cartulary,	
although	it	breaks	off	(conveniently?)	in	mid-sentence;	the	jury's	finding	that	the	
property	was	sanctuary	is	included	but	not	their	finding	about	the	accused	himself.	In	
(about)	1519	the	case	was	cited	in	Pauncefote	v.	Savage	(see	ID	#1650)	as	precedent	
for	sanctuary	privileges	in	Hospitaller	properties,	and	there	the	citation	indicates	that	
the	jury	found	that	the	property	had	the	privilege	of	sanctuary,	but	that	the	sanctuary-
seeker	had	not	taken	it	for	felony,	and	"so	was	hanged."	The	indictment	recorded	in	
the	cartulary	clearly	lays	out	a	felony	burglary,	so	this	is	confusing,	but	may	indicate	
that	Bougham	had	not	properly	admitted	his	felony	when	taking	sanctuary.

BL,	Cotton	Nero	E.VI,	
Cartulary	of	St.	John	of	
Jerusalem	in	England,	fol.	
54rv;	TNA,	KB	27/1020,	plea	
m.	60,	transcribed	in	Baker,	
Caryll's	Reports,	714;	
McSheffrey,	SS,	95-96

1437

767 Boulmer Robert Yorkshire,	
Malton

gentleman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1537 1537-03-12 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Boulmer	sought	sanctuary	on	12	Mar.	1537	
for	debt,	for	which	he	was	being	sued	under	the	king's	law	at	Westminster	over	divers	
bills	of	obligations.

SDSB,	208-9 696

923 Bourne John Kent,	Boxley labourer M Church-taking,	
Kent,	Boxley	
Abbey

Taking	church
Ambiguous

1517 1517-07-20 Homicide Accessory Coroner's	inquest	at	Boxley,	Kent,	on	20	Jul.	1517	over	the	body	of	John	Bukmer.	The	
jurors	reported	that	on	19	Jul.	1517	at	4	pm	Roger	Lane	assaulted	and	killed	Bukmer	
with	a	hazestaff.	Stephen	Adcok,	John	Bourne,	and	Robert	Norys	had	before	the	
attack	feloniously	incited	him	to	commit	the	murder.	As	soon	as	the	felony	was	
committed,	they	all	fled	to	the	monastery	of	the	Blessed	Mary	at	Boxley.	(It	is	unclear	
whether	the	asylum	they	sought	was	meant	as	a	prelude	to	abjuration	or	permanent	
sanctuary.)

TNA,	KB	9/474,	m.	12 822

1376 Bowley James M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 1533-05-24 Felony In	the	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	John	Mathison	(ID	#1404)	and	James	
Bowley	(ID	#1376)	were	named	together	as	having	entered	for	felony,	about	one	
week	before	(~24	May	1533).

TNA,	SP	1/238,	fols.	72-73 1210

149 Bowman Nicholas Yorkshire,	
[Northallerton
]

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1507 1507-06-20 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Bowman	(of	"Howston	in	the	parish	of	
Allenton,	York	diocese")	sought	sanctuary	on	about	20	Jun.	1507	because	on	2	Jun.	
Christopher	Howston	had	assaulted	him,	and	Bowman	struck	back	with	a	sword,	
giving	Howston	a	wound	on	the	head	from	which	he	died	the	following	day.

SDSB,	48 118

171 Bowman William Yorkshire,	
Allerton

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1508 1508-03-25 Homicide Accessory;	
also	Escape	
from	gaol

Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Bowman	sought	sanctuary	on	25	Mar.	1508	
because	at	Howsty	near	Allenton	he	was	present	and	offered	aid	when	his	father	
Nicholas	Bowman	(ID	#149)	killed	Christopher	Hewetson.	Moreover,	he	broke	out	of	
the	Hexham	gaol	on	21	Mar.	1508.

SDSB,	54 138

1736 Bowman William Yorkshire,	
Sewerby

tailor M Yorkshire,	
Flamborough

Ambiguous 1519 1519-02-12 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	at	Bridlington,	Yorks.,	on	14	Feb.	1519	over	the	body	of	William	
Johnson.	The	jurors	reported	that	Bowman,	after	having	assaulted	and	killed	William	
Johnson	with	a	staff	on	the	king's	road	between	Sewerby	and	Bridlington	on	12	Feb.	
1519,	fled	to	"sanctuarium	vocatum	Flaynborgh."	The	King's	Bench	controlment	roll	
indicates	he	was	outlawed	27	Dec.	1519.

TNA,	KB	9/970,	m.	80;	KB	
29/151,	m.	4

1515

20 Bowre Christoph
er

Cumbria,	
Sedbergh

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1479 1479-12-01 Homicide Accessory Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Bowre	on	1	Dec.	1479	sought	sanctuary	
because	he,	together	with	others,	was	present	and	gave	help	at	Sedbergh	on	the	feast	
of	St.	Peter	ad	Vincula	(1	Aug.)	about	1470	or	so,	to	feloniously	slay	Thomas	Lupton,	
there	at	that	time	feloniously	killed.	(See	also	seekers	Oliver	Branthwayt,	John	
Riddyng,	and	Richard	Riddyng,	seekers	#16,	#17,	and	#18.)

SDSB,	7 16

1622 Bowre	alias	
Boure

William M Taking	church
Ambiguous

1452 Felony Also	escape	
from	gaol

Patent	roll	records	that	the	keeper	of	Cambridge	castle,	William	Bury,	was	pardoned	
for	allowing	the	escape	of	William	Boure,	who	feigned	illness	and	asked	for	a	
confessor;	Bury,	believing	Boure	was	dying,	allowed	him	to	go	out	into	the	castle	
garden	with	the	confessor	and	the	felon	escaped	over	the	castle	wall	and	ran	to	
sanctuary,	where	he	remained	at	the	time	of	the	pardon.	Dated	15	June	1452.

CPR	1446-52,	551 1403
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301 Bowtone John smith M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1510 1510-11-20 Security Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Bowtone	sought	sanctuary	on	20	Nov.	1510	
for	the	security	of	his	body.

SDSB,	112 249

535 Boys John Durham,	
Durham	City

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1478 1478-05-24 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Boys	sought	sanctuary	at	Beverley	on	24	May	
1478	for	the	death	of	Dom	Baxter,	monk	of	the	Cistercian	order	at	Jervaulx	in	
Yorkshire,	killed	at	Durham	on	12	April	by	John	Boys.

SDSB,	161 471

1120 Bradbury Hugh Middlesex,	
Tottenham

husbandman M Westminster	
Abbey/SMLG	
dependency:	
Hertfordshire,	
Hoddesdon

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1506 1506-07-25 Asportation At	Buckinghamshire	gaol	delivery	at	Aylesbury,	6	Mar.	1507,	Bradbury	was	indicted	
along	with	John	a	Plough	(ID	#1118)	for	having	broken	into	the	house	and	close	of	
Joan	Iwardeby	at	Quainton	in	Bucks.,	stealing	goods	belonging	to	Ellen	Cutlard.	Both	
Bradbury	and	a	Plough	pleaded	sanctuary,	Bradbury	stating	that	he	had	been	taken	
by	force	out	of	"the	sanctuary	of	St.	Martin	at	Hoddesdon,"	a	manor	in	Hertfordshire	
formerly	belonging	to	St.	Martin	le	Grand	and	after	1503	belonging	to	Westminster	
abbey	(see	VCH	London ,	1:555-66,	http://www.british-
history.ac.uk/vch/london/vol1/pp555-566).	In	Trinity	1507,	Bradbury	made	the	same	
plea	before	King's	Bench,	rehearsing	the	basis	of	the	tradition	of	sanctuary	privileges	
on	the	manor	as	formerly	a	holding	of	St.	Martin	le	Grand	and	now	as	property	of	the	
abbot	of	Westminster.	The	king's	attorney	disputed	this	claim	and	the	Abbot	of	
Westminster	was	required	by	writ	to	respond,	which	he	eventually	did	in	Easter	term	
1508,	when	he	disavowed	any	sanctuary	privilege	for	Hoddesdon.	Bradbury	then	
pleaded	not	guilty;	to	be	put	to	jury	but	no	verdict	on	record.

TNA,	KB	9/444,	m.	22;	KB	
27/984,	rex	m.	8;	KB	29/136,	
mm.	26,	41d;	Baker,	Caryll's	
Reports,	553-55;	McSheffrey,	
SS,	105	

987

182 Braderig Henry Yorkshire,	
Bridlington

tanner M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1510 1510-08-30 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Braderig	sought	sanctuary	on	30	Aug.	1510	
because	within	the	walls	of	the	abbey	at	Bridlington,	Yorks.,	at	the	end	of	September	
1509,	he	had	struck	and	drawn	blood	from	Robert	Lelome	with	a	dagger,	on	his	right	
ear.	This	blow,	along	with	others	made	by	Roland	Hall	and	Robert	Yong,	also	of	
Bridlington,	tanners,	killed	Lelome	two	weeks	later.

SDSB,	58 149

179 Bradfurth Thomas Derbyshire,	
Derby

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1510 1510-04-08 Asportation Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Bradfurth	sought	sanctuary	on	8	Apr.	1510	
because	around	late	September	1504	or	1505,	he	broke	into	the	house	of	Richard	
Tailyour,	pewterer,	outside	Newgate	in	London	and	stole	£20	worth	of	gold	and	silver.

SDSB,	57 146

566 Bradlay Robert Yorkshire,	
Halifax

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1516 1516-05-18 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Bradlay	sought	sanctuary	on	18	May	1516	for	
debt.

SDSB,	168 500

980 Bradley John Middlesex,	
Westminster

gentleman M SJJ:	Clerkenwell Chartered	
Sanctuary

1526 1526-07-08 Homicide Accessory Coroner's	inquest	8	Jul.	1526	over	the	body	of	Thomas	Smyth,	lying	dead	in	the	town	
of	Westminster.	Jurors	reported	that	George	Tunstall	(ID	#979)	and	John	Bradley	on	7	
Jul.	at	9	PM	assaulted	him	and	killed	him,	Tunstall	striking	the	mortal	blow,	with	
Bradley	as	accessory.	Tunstall	fled	to	Westminster	Abbey	and	Bradley	to	the	priory	of	
St.	John	of	Jerusalem	at	Clerkenwell.	Although	Tunstall	was	outlawed	2	May	1527	
(and	pardoned	later,	in	1530),	upon	that	outlawry	Bradley	as	accessory	was	able	to	
present	a	pardon	dated	12	May	1527	in	Easter	term	1527,	and	went	sine	die.

TNA,	KB	9/501/2,	m.	24;	KB	
27/1063,	rex	m.	3;	
McSheffrey,	SS,	106

878

1735 Bradshawe Joan Middlesex,	
Westminster

spinster,	
alias	wife

F Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1519 1519-03-26 Homicide Accessory Coroner's	inquest	at	Westminster,	within	the	abbot's	liberty,	on	1	Apr.	1519	over	the	
body	of	John	Bell.	The	jurors	reported	that	Robert	Bradshawe	on	26	Mar.	1519	
between	9	and	10	pm	assaulted	Bell	at	Westminster,	giving	him	a	wound	from	which	
he	died	on	31	Mar.	1519.	Robert's	wife	Joan	Bradshawe	was	his	accessory,	being	
present	with	him	and	abetting	him.	They	both	fled	immediately	to	Westminster.	The	
King's	Bench	controlment	roll	indicates	that	Robert	was	outlawed	on	26	Sept.	1521	
and	Joan	waived	17	Dec.	1523.

TNA,	KB	9/970,	m.	10;	TNA,	
KB	29/151,	m.	1d

1514
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1734 Bradshawe Robert Middlesex,	
Westminster

yeoman M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1519 1519-03-26 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	at	Westminster,	within	the	abbot's	liberty,	on	1	Apr.	1519	over	the	
body	of	John	Bell.	The	jurors	reported	that	Robert	Bradshawe	on	26	Mar.	1519	
between	9	and	10	pm	assaulted	Bell	at	Westminster,	giving	him	a	wound	from	which	
he	died	on	31	Mar.	1519.	Robert's	wife	Joan	Bradshawe	was	his	accessory,	being	
present	with	him	and	abetting	him.	They	both	fled	immediately	to	Westminster.	The	
King's	Bench	controlment	roll	indicates	that	Robert	was	outlawed	on	26	Sept.	1521	
and	Joan	waived	17	Dec.	1523.

TNA,	KB	9/970,	m.	10;	TNA,	
KB	29/151,	m.	1d

1514

1611 Brambylle John Sussex,	
Etchingham

labourer M Church-taking,	
Sussex,	
Ticehurst

Taking	church
Abjuration

1443 Homicide Also	robbery Patent	roll	records	Brambylle's	pardon	in	1443	because	he	had	earlier	(undated)	
taken	church	at	Ticehurst	and	abjured	by	a	false	confession	of	a	robbery	and	
homicide,	which	he	confessed	only	to	leave	the	realm	because	of	his	fear	of	threats	
and	oppression	from	one	John	Palmer.

CPR	1441-46,	190-91 1394

479 Bramsgrove Thomas Essex,	
Colchester

tailor M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1487 1487-12-10 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Thomas	Bramsgrove	and	Laurence	de	Wode	
sought	sanctuary	on	10	Dec.	1487	because	they	had	both	killed	James	of	Overton	of	
Colchester,	fuller,	with	a	dagger,	on	18	Nov.	1487	at	Colchester.

SDSB,	150 423

420 Branbrowe William Warwickshire,	
Coventry

purser M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1500 1500-12-31 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Branbrowe	sought	sanctuary	on	31	Dec.	1500	
for	debt.

SDSB,	137 365

1101 Brandon Sir	
William

Norfolk	 knight;	
marshal	of	
the	
Marshalsea	
prison

M Colchester,	St.	
John's	Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1484 1484-09-29 Civil	war Brandon	petitioned	both	the	court	of	King's	Bench	and	parliament	early	in	Henry	VII's	
reign,	asking	to	be	restored	to	his	office	as	marshal;	in	his	petition	to	King's	Bench	on	
13	Feb.	1486	he	noted	that	he	had	been	deprived	of	his	office	by	Richard	III	because,	
he	was	"so	put	in	dread	of	his	life	by	Richard,	late	in	deed	but	not	of	right	king	of	
England	the	third,	that	he	was	fain	for	salvation	of	his	life	to	take	tuition	and	privilege	
of	the	sanctuary	at	Colchester."	He	stayed	there	from	Sept.	1484	until	August	1485.

TNA,	KB	27/898,	rex	m	7d;	
PROME,	1485-11,	6:291-92;	
McSheffrey,	SS,	46

974

181 Bransby Ralph Yorkshire,	
Kepwick

[gentleman] M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1510 1510-07-06 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Bransby	sought	sanctuary	on	6	Jul.	1510	
because	five	days	before	at	Kepwick,	Yorkshire,	near	a	stream	called	"Yngbeke,"	he	
struck	Richard	Pynkney	on	the	head	with	a	staff	and	from	the	wounds	Pynkney	died	
within	five	days.	He	was	pardoned	in	1514,	perhaps	for	this	homicide	(L&P,	1:832).

SDSB,	58 148

16 Branthwayt Oliver Durham,	
Ireshopburn	in	
Weardale

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1479 1479-09-18 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	on	18	Sept.	1479	Branthwayt	sought	
sanctuary	because	on	6	Jan.	1478,	at	Sedbergh,	Cumbria,	he	assaulted	a	certain	
Thomas	Lupton	and	with	a	dagger	feloniously	stabbed	him	in	the	stomach,	whence	
Lupton	died,	"as	it	is	said."	See	also	John	Riddyng,	Richard	Riddyng,	and	Christopher	
Bowre,	seeker	IDs	#17,	#18,	and	#20,	who	sought	sanctuary	for	the	same	homicide	as	
accessories.	

SDSB,	6 13

1776 Brasebrigge Michael servant	of	
the	king;	
formerly	
servant	of	Sir	
Henry	
Marney

M Colchester,	St.	
John's	Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1513 Homicide In	Star	Chamber	between	1514	and	1521,	Richard	Vynes,	bailiff	of	the	sanctuary	of	St.	
John's	Abbey	in	Colchester,	sued	Sir	John	Raynsford	and	his	son	John	Jr.,	alleging	that	
the	younger	Raynsford	(ID	#1775)	and	several	of	his	servants	were	responsible	for	the	
homicide	of	Brasebrigge.	Vynes	indicated	that	Brasebrigge	had	been	in	sanctuary	
between	1511	and	1513	for	the	homicide	of	a	servant	of	George	Talbot,	earl	of	
Shrewsbury.	One	of	Raynsford's	servants,	Maurice	Gryffyn	[ID	#1778	and	#1779),	
already	a	sanctuary	man	in	St.	John's,	fled	following	Brasebrigge's	killing	to	a	nearby	
parish	church	and	abjured.	Raynsford	-	so	Vynes	complained	-	remained	unindicted	
for	the	homicide	because	of	the	power	of	his	father,	Sir	John	Raynsford.	

STAC	2/18/283;	2/20/26;	
2/20/100;	McSheffrey,	SS,	
185-6

1551

129 Brass Thomas Yorkshire,	
Nether	Silton

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1505 1505-07-14 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Brass	sought	sanctuary	on	14	Jul.	1505,	
because	on	9	Jul.	1505	at	Silton	he	struck	Thomas	Colby	of	Silton	on	the	head	with	a	
pikestaff,	from	which	blow	Colby	died	three	days	later.	

SDSB,	43 104

240 Braythwayt Thomas Yorkshire,	
Preston,	
Wensley

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1517 1517-06-07 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Braythwayt	sought	sanctuary	on	7	Jun.	1517	
because	on	1	Jun.	1517	near	the	park	of	Middleham	in	Yorkshire	he	was	assaulted,	
and	so	he	struck	back	at	Robert	Hillery,	hitting	him	on	the	head	with	a	pikestaff,	giving	
him	a	wound	from	which	he	died.

SDSB,	75 201
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621 Breche William London	 fishmonger M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1518 1518-06-03 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Breche	sought	sanctuary	on	3	Jun.	[1518]	for	
debt.

SDSB,	178 552

1014 Brereton William Staffordshire,	
Ranton

labourer M Church-taking,	
Staffordshire,	
Biddulph

Taking	church
Abjuration

Southampt
on

1528 1528-07-03 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	3	Jul.	1528	Brereton	took	the	parish	church	of	
Biddulph,	Staffs.,	and	on	12	Jul.	confessed	that	on	3	May	1528	he	had	broken	into	a	
certain	mill	belonging	to	John	Wode	at	Ellaston,	Staffs.,	and	stole	3s	worth	of	wheat.	
Later	in	Cheshire	he	stole	a	black	gown	worth	2s	from	the	goods	of	John	Atkynson.	He	
abjured.	The	coroner	recorded	the	cases	of	William	Brereton	(ID	#1014),	Francis	
Freston	(ID	#1015)	and	John	Houghton	(ID	#1016),	all	of	whom	took	the	same	church	
and	abjured	on	the	same	day,	on	the	same	document.	All	were	assigned	the	same	
port.

TNA,	KB	9/508,	m.	143 913

1159 Brewce George London	 yeoman M SJJ:	Clerkenwell Chartered	
Sanctuary

1539 1539-10-09 Asportation King's	Bench	indictment	files	and	the	coram	rege	roll	indicate	that	Brewce	was	being	
held	in	Colchester	after	having	claimed	clergy	for	a	burglary	charge	in	Feb.	1539,	a	
plea	that	had	been	disputed	by	his	victim,	who	claimed	that	Brewce	was	a	bigamist	
and	thus	could	not	have	the	benefit.	As	the	bigamy	allegation	was	investigated,	the	
case	was	carried	over	to	the	Michaelmas	term	and	Brewce	remained	in	Colchester	
castle,	but	somehow	Brewce	escaped	custody	and	took	sanctuary	at	the	Hospitaller	
house	of	St.	John	of	Jerusalem	in	Clerkenwell.	He	claims	that	he	took	sanctuary	there	
on	the	morning	of	9	Oct.,	but	by	9	or	10	o'clock	on	that	morning	he	was	seized	by	"a	
certain	Amadas,	gentleman,"	and	others.	Brought	before	the	justices	at	King's	Bench	
at	Westminster,	he	made	his	sanctuary	plea,	but	the	attorney	general,	John	Baker,	
said	that	the	plea	was	insufficient	in	law.	The	justices	took	it	under	advisement	but	
returned	on	1	Dec.	with	the	judgment	that	the	plea	was	indeed	insufficient,	and	
Brewce	was	sentenced	to	hang.

TNA,	KB	9/548,	mm.	188-89;	
KB	29/172,	m.	22d,	31d;	KB	
27/1113,	rex	m.	5;	
McSheffrey,	SS,	135,	178

1019

1435 Breyar William M Colchester,	St.	
John's	Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1536 1536-06-01 In	the	wake	of	the	first	stages	of	the	Northern	Rebellion,	William	Breyar	was	
interrogated	by	Sir	Edmund	Walsingham,	Sir	William	Sydney,	Richard	Layton,	Thomas	
Lee,	and	Richard	Pollard	(the	record	of	his	interrogation	surviving	in	the	State	Papers).	
He	indicated	that	he	had	been	in	Colchester	(here	assumed	St.	John's	abbey)	as	a	
sanctuary	man	for	14	days	before	Corpus	Christi,	then	left	and	travelled	around	from	
place	to	place.	He	may	have	previously	been	abjured	(or	perhaps	had	abjured	to	St.	
John's),	as	he	says	that	he	went	into	the	North	"to	be	out	of	knowledge	of	men	for	
that	he	was	burned	in	the	hand."	

TNA,	SP	1/109,	fol.	36	(L&P,	
11:332-34)

1268

413 Brig Henry Yorkshire,	
Doncaster

dyer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1500 1500-01-17 Security Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Brig	sought	sanctuary	on	17	Jan.	1500	for	
security	of	his	body.

SDSB,	136 358

517 Brigges Christoph
er

chaplain M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1502 1502-01-19 Security Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Brigges	sought	sanctuary	on	19	Jan.	1502	for	
divers	reasons	concerning	the	safety	of	his	body.

SDSB,	157 458

1377 Brigges John M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 1532-12-01 Felony In	the	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Brigges	was	named	as	having	entered	
sanctuary	for	felony,	about	6	months	before	(late	1532	or	early	1533).

TNA,	SP	1/238,	fols.	72-73 1211

588 Bristow John Nottinghamshi
re,	Newark	on	
Trent

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1516 1516-12-30 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Bristow	sought	sanctuary	on	30	Dec.	1516	for	
the	homicide	of	James	Jakson	of	Newark.

SDSB,	172 521

1772 Brodelegh	
alias	
Brodeley

Thomas M Church-taking,	
Yorkshire,	
Wakefield

Taking	church 1448 Escape	from	
custody

In	answer	to	a	complaint	from	the	archbishop	of	York,	Henry	VI	sent	a	writ	to	the	
sheriff	of	Yorkshire	and	the	keeper	of	York	castle	gaol	to	restore	to	the	sanctuary	of	
the	cemetery	of	the	parish	church	of	Wakefield	an	escaped	prisoner,	Thomas	
Brodelegh,	who,	the	king	had	heard,	had	been	taken	forcefully	from	there	and	back	to	
prison.

TNA,	SC	8/236/11757;	SC	
8/236/11761

1547

Sanctuary Seekers in England, c. 1380-1550, ordered by seekers' names

30/05/17 31



Seeker	
ID

Surname First	
Name

Seeker	Place	
of	Origin

Seeker	
Occupation	
or	Status

Sex Sanctuary Sanctuary	Type Port	
Assigned

Year Date Seeker	
Reason

Seeker	
Reason	

Elaboration

	Summary	of	case Reference Case	
ID

262 Brodely Miles Yorkshire,	
Bradford

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1518 1518-08-04 Homicide Self-defence Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Brodely	sought	sanctuary	on	4	Aug.	1518	
because	at	Bradford	on	28	May	1518	he	feloniously	struck	William	Smyth	of	
Manningham,	in	the	parish	of	Bradford,	with	a	staff	in	self-defence,	giving	him	a	
wound	from	which	he	died	the	following	day.	

SDSB,	80 215

335 Brodeswurt
h

William Nottinghamshi
re,	Nether	
Langwith

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1506 1506-11-01 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Brodeswurth	sought	sanctuary	on	1	Nov.	
1506	for	debt.

SDSB,	119 283

1641 Brodham Walter M Taking	church
Abjuration

1491 Felony The	Patent	Roll	records	a	grant,	12	May	1491,	to	the	king's	servant,	Roger	Straunge,	
of	10	marks	that	had	been	owed	to	Walter	Brodham,	whose	property	was	forfeit	
because	he	had	committed	felony	and	abjured	the	realm.

CPR	1485-94,	342 1422

1559 Broke	or	
Bruke

John Lincolnshire,	
Lincoln

labourer M Lincolnshire,	
Lincoln,	Austin	
Friary

Taking	church
Ambiguous

1502 1502-10-18 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	19	Oct.	1502	at	the	city	of	Lincoln,	parish	of	St.	Nicholas	the	Bishop,	
over	the	body	of	Alexander	Williamson	of	Lincoln,	labourer.	Jurors	say	that	Broke	had	
assaulted	Williamson	in	the	same	parish,	at	4	pm	on	18	Oct.,	with	a	crabtree	staff,	
killing	him.	Afterwards	Broke	fled	to	the	Austin	Friars	in	Lincoln	(unclear	if	this	was	
meant	as	a	prelude	to	abjuration	or	a	permanent	sanctuary).

TNA,	KB	9/431,	m.	42 1361

81 Bromell Reginald Lincolnshire,	
Boston

goldsmith M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1500 1500-02-13 Asportation Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Bromell	sought	sanctuary	13	Feb.	1500,	
admitting	that	he	had	stolen	a	dagger	from	a	certain	Baldwin,	goldsmith,	of	Boston.

SDSB,	31-32 72

879 Bromley Robert Lincolnshire,	
Algarkirk	

weaver M Church-taking,	
Lincolnshire,	
Sutterton

Taking	church
Abjuration

Lynn 1510 1510-03-24 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	24	Mar.	1510	at	Sutterton	parish	church,	Lincs.,	
Bromley	sought	sanctuary,	and	on	26	Mar.	he	confessed	that	he	had	murdered	
Richard	Taillour	of	Sutterton,	shoemaker,	and	sought	to	abjure.	Dorse	indicates	that	it	
was	handed	up	to	King's	Bench	in	August	1510.

TNA,	KB	9/455,	m.	25 789

439 Broughton Robert Lancashire,	
Broughton

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1497 1497-07-08 Security Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Broughton	sought	sanctuary	on	8	Jul.	1497	
for	security	of	his	body.

SDSB,	141 384

785 Broun John Ireland M Church-taking,	
London,	St.	
Botulph	[not	
specified	which]

Taking	church 1401 1401-03-18 Asportation In	a	presentment	by	Westminster	jurors	of	twelve	men	for	the	robbery	of	Elias	
Hogham	of	Stepney,	one	of	them,	John	Broun	of	Ireland,	is	noted	to	have	fled	to	the	
church	of	St.	Botulph	for	diverse	felonies.	The	record	indicates	that	he	was	hanged.

TNA,	KB	9/185/2,	mm.	5,	6 712

468 Broun Thomas Yorkshire,	
Kingston	upon	
Hull

mariner M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1492 1492-04-15 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Thomas	Broun	and	George	Richerdson	
sought	sanctuary	on	15	Apr.	1492,	acknowledging	the	homicide	of	John	Sampson,	
with	a	dagger,	at	Hull	on	10	Apr.	1492.

SDSB,	148 413

1293 Broun William sherman M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1525 Felony A	"certificate"	of	"persons	within	St.	Martin's	sanctuary,"	dated	13	Feb.	1525,	lists	
William	Broun,	sherman,	as	sanctuary	man	for	felony,	lodging	in	Cock	Alley.

TNA,	SP	1/33,	fol.	148	(L&P,	
4/1:473)

1128

696 Broune Henry London	 servingman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1527 1527-07-29 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Broune	sought	sanctuary	on	29	Jul.	1527	for	
the	death	of	Anthony	Barwyk.

SDSB,	194 627

720 Broune Richard Norfolk,	
Walsingham[?
]

mercer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1530 1530-11-14 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Broune,	of	"Walshyngham,"	sought	sanctuary	
on	14	Nov.	1530	for	debt.

SDSB,	198 649

1761 Brounyng John Gloucestershir
e,	Gloucester

M Church-taking,	
Middlesex,	
Westminster,	St.	
James	in	the	
Fields

Taking	church
Abjuration

Dover 1413 1413-07-01 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	that	Brounyng	and	Pygon	took	church	at	St.	James	in	the	
Fields,	Middlesex,	on	1	Jul.	1413.	Each	admitted	felonies,	Brounyng	that	he	had	in	
1412	killed	William	Chamberleyn	at	"Gratele,"	Herefordshire.	Pygon	admitted	horse	
theft	from	John	Garton	at	Westminster.	Both	abjured	and	were	assigned	different	
ports.	They	were	also,	at	the	order	of	the	king,	given	gowns	and	hoods,	worth	8s	6d.

TNA,	KB	9/993,	m.	7 1538
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4 Brown Christoph
er

Yorkshire,	
Leyburn

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1477 1477-07-26 Homicide Unintentiona
l	killing

Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Brown	sought	sanctuary	on	26	July	1477,	
because	on	12	Oct.	1459,	at	Leyburn	by	Middleham	in	Coverdale,	York	Diocese,	he	
assaulted	Thomas	Carter,	who	was	riding	and	holding	his	three-year-old	son	before	
him,	and	as	a	result	of	this	assault	Carter	quickly	dismounted	from	the	horse,	which	
caused	his	son	to	fall	to	the	ground,	and	the	horse	stepped	on	the	child	and	crushed	
him.	The	son	died	two	days	later.	And	thus	Brown	acknowledged	that	he	was	guilty	of	
the	death	of	the	child,	and	thus	wishes	to	seek	the	immunity	of	the	church.

SDSB,	2-3 4

871 Brown John Middlesex,	
Clerkenwell,	
St.	John's	
Street

capper M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1502 1502-04-08 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	report	at	St.	John's	Street,	Clerkenwell,	Middlesex,	on	23	Apr.	1502,	
over	the	body	of	George	Brown	of	St.	John's	Street,	labourer.	The	jurors	say	that	on	8	
April	1502,	at	9	pm,	George	Brown	was	stabbed	in	the	chest	by	John	Brown,	from	
which	wound	Brown	languished	until	22	April.	John	Brown	fled	to	the	sanctuary	of	St.	
Martin	le	Grand.

TNA,	KB	9/426,	m.	62 781

384 Brown John Yorkshire,	
York

shoemaker M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1512 1512-09-04 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Brown	sought	sanctuary	on	4	Sept.	1512	for	
debt.

SDSB,	130 331

1020 Brown John Yorkshire,	
York

tinker M Church-taking,	
Yorkshire,	
Nunnington

Taking	church
Abjuration

Kingston	
upon	Hull

1528 1528-11-28 Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	28	Nov.	1528	John	Brown	took	the	parish	church	of	
Nunnington,	Yorks.	He	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	17	Nov.	at	night	he	broke	
into	the	"domum	hospitalem"	(inn?)	of	John	Hoope	at	East	Nesse	and	burgled	it	(this	
is	the	same	crime	to	which	James	Anderson,	ID	#1019,	confessed).	He	abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/509,	mm.	134,	
135;	KB	29/161,	m.	1d

916

1378 Brown John M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 Debt In	the	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	John	Brown	was	named	as	having	entered	
for	debt.

TNA,	SP	1/238,	fols.	72-73 1212

1379 Brown Thomas M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 1533-04-01 Homicide Accessory In	the	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Brown	was	named	as	having	entered	as	
accessory	to	murder,	about	eight	weeks	before	(~early	Apr.	1533).

TNA,	SP	1/238,	fols.	72-73 1213

605 Browne Henry Yorkshire,	
Ripon

fuller M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1526 1526-04-26 Asportation Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Browne	sought	sanctuary	on	26	Apr.	1526	for	
theft.

SDSB,	175;	Fowler,	
"Sanctuary	Records,"	316-17

537

1749 Browne John Hertfordshire,	
St.	Albans

labourer M Church-taking,	
Hertfordshire,	
Hertford	St.	
Mary

Taking	church
Abjuration

Westcheste
r,	Cheshire

1526 1526-11-23 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	on	23	Nov.	1526	at	Hertford,	that	Browne	took	the	cemetery	
of	the	parish	church	of	St.	Mary	by	Hertford	priory.	Confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	
20	Aug.	1526	he	had	broken	into	the	close	of	an	unknown	man	at	Barton	at	Clay	in	
Beds.	and	stolen	a	horse.	He	abjured	and	was	assigned	Westchester.	Browne	was	part	
of	a	group	of	nine	men	who	sought	churches	in	Hertford	and	abjured,	all	on	the	same	
day,	23	Nov.	1526;	they	came	from	different	parts	of	England;	they	confessed	to	
different	felonies;	and	they	were	all	assigned	different	ports.	Eight	sought	St.	Mary's	
parish	church	in	Hertford,	one	the	parish	church	of	All	Hallows.	It	is	most	likely	they	
had	all	broken	out	of	a	prison	together,	perhaps	at	Hertford	castle.

TNA,	KB	9/973,	m.	66;	KB	
29/159,	m.	2d

1527

404 Browne Thomas Lincolnshire,	
Barrow

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1501 1501-06-27 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Browne	sought	sanctuary	on	27	Jun.	1501	for	
debt.

SDSB,	134 349

1056 Browne William Suffolk,	Bury	
St.	Edmunds

yeoman M Church-taking,	
Kent,	
Canterbury,	St.	
Augustine

Taking	church
Abjuration

Dover 1530 1530-12-17 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	17	Dec.	1530	that	William	Browne	[ID	#1056]	and	James	
Olyff,	alias	George	Grene	[ID	#1057],	took	church	at	the	monastery	of	St.	Augustine	
outside	the	walls	of	Canterbury,	Kent.	They	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	along	with	
Richard	Lucas	of	London,	yeoman,	Thomas	ap	Lusey	of	London,	yeoman,	John	Browne	
of	London,	yeoman	and	a	certain	man	whose	name	William	and	James	did	not	know,	
they	broke	into	a	close	at	Saxham,	Suffolk,	and	stole	plate	and	other	household	
goods,	clothes,	and	money.	They	abjured,	were	branded,	and	assigned	Dover.	Browne	
is	not	heard	from	again,	but	Olyff	was	caught	in	the	realm	(q.v.).

TNA,	KB	9/519,	m.	119;	KB	
29/165,	mm.	2,	8d,	10;	KB	
27/1083,	rex	m.	4d;	KB	
29/173,	m.	33d;	Baker,	
Spelman's	Reports,	1:49-50,	
2:277-78.
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883 Bruer Peter London	 tailor M Church-taking,	
Surrey,	
Southwark,	St.	
Margaret

Taking	church 1510 1510-07-04 Asportation Record	of	gaol	delivery	at	Newgate,	17	Oct.	1510,	that	on	15	Apr.	1510	Bruer	had	
stolen	"broken	silver"	from	Maurice	Clune	of	the	parish	of	St.	Clement	Danes	in	the	
western	suburbs	of	London.	Bruer	pleaded	sanctuary,	claiming	that	on	4	Jul.	1510	he	
had	taken	the	parish	church	of	St.	Margaret	in	Southwark,	and	had	been	extracted	
from	the	church	by	force.	The	case	was	taken	up	to	King's	Bench	Hillary	1511,	but	a	
record	in	the	KB	controlment	rolls	indicates	that	he	died	in	the	Marshalsea	prison	in	
1513.

TNA,	KB	9/456,	m.	42;	KB	
29/142,	m.	35d

793

1281 Bryan William London	 stockfishmo
nger

M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1420 treason In	his	PhD	thesis,	Kightly	documents	several	suspected	Lollards	--	John	Whitlock,	John	
Russell,	William	Bryan,	"John	B"	--	who	are	said	to	have	gone	into	sanctuary	at	
Westminster	because	of	heresy	accusations.	Bryan	was	accused	in	1420	of	
involvement	in	"seditious	plots."

Kightly,	"Early	Lollards,"	534 1119

1444 Bryant John M Church-taking,	
Somerset,	
Witham	
Charterhouse

Taking	church 1531 Asportation Amongst	the	State	Papers	survives	a	complaint,	March	1540,	from	Thomas	Amys	of	
Bruham,	Somers.,	husbandman,	that	c.	1531	John	Webbe	alias	Smyth,	servant	to	
William	Hargyll	of	Kylmylton,	Somers.,	had	stolen	his	horse;	Webbe	remained	
unpunished.	Named	amongst	his	co-conspirators	was	John	Bryant,	who	took	
sanctuary	at	the	Charterhouse	at	Witham	following	the	felony.	

TNA,	SP	1/158,	fol.	71;	L&P,	
15:152.

1279

1806 Bryce Thomas London[?] M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1475 Debt In	a	Chancery	bill,	William	Elmeshale	indicated	that	Thomas	Bryce,	a	sanctuary	man	at	
Westminster,	was	suing	him	for	debt.	Year	approximate	(range	1473-75).	

TNA,	C	1/48/126 1580

770 Brye Oswald Yorkshire,	
Snaith

gentleman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1538 1538-07-01 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Brye	sought	sanctuary	on	1	July	1538	for	
debt.

SDSB,	209 699

945 Bryggeman Giles Cambridgeshir
e,	
Chippenham

brewer M Church-taking,	
Norfolk,	Catton

Taking	church
Abjuration

Great	
Yarmouth

1522 1522-03-01 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	22	Feb.	1522	Bryggeman	took	the	parish	church	of	
Catton,	Norfolk,	and	on	1	Mar.	1522	the	coroner	came,	and	ordered	him	to	come	out	
of	the	church	and	surrender	to	authorities,	but	Bryggeman	"wholly	refused,"	and	
instead	sought	to	confess	and	abjure.	He	confessed	the	homicide	of	John	Thomas	of	
London,	barber,	on	2	Dec.	1521	at	Stewside	in	Surrey.	He	abjured,	swearing	on	a	
missal	before	many	trustworthy	men	to	abjure	the	realm.

TNA,	KB	9/488,	m.	31 843

1724 Bryggys William Lincolnshire,	
Bloxholm

pinner M Church-taking,	
Oxfordshire,	
Cropredy

Taking	church
Abjuration

Southampt
on

1517 1517-09-19 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	at	Cropredy,	Oxon.,	on	19	Sept.	1517,	Richard	Constable	
alias	Walker;	William	Bryggys;	Thomas	Hogeson;	and	Thomas	Abromell	fled	to	the	
parish	church	at	Cropredy.	They	confessed	that	the	previous	day	they	had	together	
broken	into	the	close	and	house	of	Thomas	Debeson	of	Stanford,	Oxon.,	and	
assaulted	him,	stealing	46s	8d	in	money.	They	all	abjured,	all	being	assigned	the	same	
port.	

TNA,	KB	9/967,	m.	35 1506

1183 Brygh Gabriel Surrey,	
Southwark

mariner M Church-taking,	
Bedfordshire,	
Lidlington

Taking	church
Abjuration

Lynn 1531 1531-02-26 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	26	Feb.	1531	Brygh	took	the	parish	church	of	All	
Hallows	in	Lidlington,	Bedfordshire.	He	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	with	a	certain	
Thomas	Sawyer	of	Honiton,	Devon,	sawyer,	he	had	on	22	Feb.	1531	assaulted	Thomas	
Sampson	at	"Brykehall,"	Bucks.,	and	stole	spices	and	cloth	from	him,	worth	about	11s.	
He	abjured,	and	was	assigned	Lynn	as	his	port.	(Note	-	in	comparison	to	the	cases	of	
Horsey,	Harrys,	and	Anwick	[ID	#1041,	1042,	1043]	about	the	same	time	-	that	in	this	
period	before	the	new	sanctuary	statute	took	effect,	on	31	Mar.	1531,	the	old	form	of	
abjuration	into	exile	is	used.)

TNA,	KB	9/975,	m.	215;	KB	
29/164,	m.	6d

1536

1752 Bryght William Yorkshire,	
Barnsley

labourer M Church-taking,	
Yorkshire,	
Barnsley

Taking	church
Abjuration

Kingston	
upon	Hull

1526 1526-10-24 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	24	Oct.	1526	at	Barnsley,	Yorkshire,	Bryght	took	the	
parish	church	and	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	that	same	day	he	had	stolen	5s	5d	
from	the	purse	of	William	Forster	at	Barnsley.	He	abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/973,	m.	81;	KB	
29/159,	m.	2d

1530

1332 Brymchaunc
e

Edward M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 Felony In	the	1532	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Brymchaunce	was	named	as	having	
entered	for	felony.

TNA,	SP	1/70,	fol.	133 1166

616 Brynsley John M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1518 1518-03-08 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Brynsley	sought	sanctuary	on	8	Mar.	1518	for	
debt.

SDSB,	177 547
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1483 Bukke Roger Essex,	
Waltham

canon	of	
Waltham	
Abbey

M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1430 Clerical	
apostasy

As	recorded	both	in	London	records	and	the	St.	Martin	le	Grand	cartulary,	the	flight	of	
two	apostate	canons	of	Waltham	Abbey,	Henry	Ciprian	and	Roger	Bukke,	inaugurated	
a	major	quarrel	between	the	City	and	SMLG	over	the	latter's	sanctuary	privileges.	In	
answer	to	a	royal	writ	to	the	sheriffs	of	London	to	arrest	the	runaway	canons,	the	
sheriffs	of	London	seized	the	two	men	from	the	SMLG	precinct	on	30	September	
1430.	The	dean	of	St	Martin's	protested	and	both	sides	presented	their	cases,	for	and	
against	the	sanctuary,	to	the	king's	council.	The	final	outcome	is	unknown,	as	is	the	
fate	of	the	two	canons.	Undiscussed	by	either	side	remained	the	question	of	whether	
sanctuary	could	be	claimed	for	apostasy.

LMA,	Letter	Book,	K,	fol.	72r;	
WAM,	Book	5,	fols.	36rv

1309

1445 Buley Thomas M Beaulieu Chartered	
Sanctuary

1509 In	a	letter	to	John	Bregandyn	in	the	State	Papers,	dated	12	Mar.	1509	at	Beaulieu,	
Buley	indicates	that	he	is	in	sanctuary	"for	your	cause"	without	belongings	or	money;	
the	context	is	unclear,	although	both	Bregandyn	(Brigandin)	and	Buley	(Bewley)	were	
to	serve	in	Henry	VIII's	navy	in	the	French	wars	of	the	1510s	(see	L&P,	1:1031;	2:142).

TNA,	SP	1/231,	fol.	8	(L&P,	
Add.	1/1:2)

1280

1568 Bulkley Edward Northamptons
hire,	
Potterspury

labourer M Church-taking,	
Surrey,	Ewell

Taking	church 1507 1507-05-22 Asportation At	gaol	delivery	at	Newgate,	mid-Oct.	1507,	Edward	Bulkley	appeared	(along	with	
another	sanctuary	claimant,	William	Rowland,	ID	#1569)	on	an	indictment	from	
Trinity	1507	that	Bulkley	had	robbed	an	unknown	man	in	the	parish	of	St.	Andrew	
Holborn,	stealing	19d	in	money,	on	12	May	1507.	Bulkley,	on	being	asked	what	he	
pleaded	at	gaol	delivery,	said	that	he	had	been	taken	from	the	parish	church	of	Ewell,	
where	he	had	taken	sanctuary	for	various	felonies,	following	which	he	escaped	and	
then	hid	in	a	barn	in	Holborn,	where	he	was	arrested.	He	says	that	he	does	not	want	
to	respond	to	the	felony.	Bulkley	and	Rowland	were	both	returned	to	prison	while	the	
judges	advised	themselves.	The	dorse	of	the	record	of	gaol	delivery	indicates	it	was	
delivered	up	to	King's	Bench	in	mid-Nov.	1507;	the	same	record	was	copied	into	the	
King's	Bench	controlment	roll,	with	the	only	addition	an	indication	that	they	were	
both	committed	to	the	Marshalsea	prison.

TNA,	KB	9/446,	m.	31;	KB	
29/137,	m.	12d	

1370
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1177 Bull Maurice Middlesex,	
Westminster

yeoman M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1530 1530-09-21 Asportation The	King's	Bench	coram	rege	roll	records	that	at	the	Middlesex	peace	sessions	on	13	
May	1530	Maurice	Bull	[ID	#1177]	and	Nicholas	Roo	or	Rowere	alias	Croydon	[ID	
#1178]	were	indicted,	because	they	took	sanctuary	at	Westminster	on	30	Aug.	1529,	
and	then	subsequently	on	20	Sept.	1529	they	left	the	sanctuary	and	broke	into	
Thomas	Parsons'	house	in	Westminster	and	stole	jewelry,	plate,	and	money	worth	
about	70s.	Because	the	felony	committed	subsequent	to	their	entry	to	sanctuary	
caused	them	to	forfeit	their	privilege,	they	were	seized	from	the	sanctuary	by	Sir	
Thomas	Wentford	on	21	Oct.	1529	and	taken	into	custody.	They	appeared	before	
King's	Bench	on	28	May	1530	and	pleaded	not	guilty	to	the	felony,	and	pleaded	
sanctuary,	claiming	that	on	the	first	occasion	of	their	taking	sanctuary,	30	Aug.	1529,	
they	had	claimed	it	for	debt	and	trespass	respectively,	and	then	changed	their	
registration	to	sanctuary	for	felony	on	21	Sept.	1529	(for	different	felonies,	not	for	
the	theft	in	the	indictment,	to	which	they	had	pleaded	not	guilty).	They	thus	argued	
that	the	sanctuary	breach	was	illicit	and	prayed	to	be	restored.	The	two	were	held	in	
the	King's	Bench	prison	from	Oct.	1529	until	June	1532;	between	October	1530	and	
March	1531,	Bull	and	Roo	served	as	jurors	on	several	coroner's	inquest	juries	at	the	
prison	over	the	bodies	of	prisoners	(who	died	of	natural	causes,	the	jurors	ruled).	Two	
juries	in	due	course	considered	their	pleas:	the	first,	in	January	1532,	accepted	that	
they	had	indeed	registered	first	for	debt	and	trespass,	and	then	for	felony	only	after	
the	burglary	for	which	they	were	indicted,	but	found	them	guilty	on	the	felony,	a	
finding	that	the	court	was	perhaps	not	sure	what	to	do	with.	Bull	and	Roo	then	
changed	their	pleas	on	the	felony	to	guilty	but	continued	to	plead	sanctuary,	and	this	
new	plea	was	put	to	another	jury	in	June	1532,	when	again	the	jurors	found	that	their	
registration	as	felons	took	place	only	after	the	felony	and	thus	that	the	sanctuary	
breach	had	been	unlawful.	The	court	accepted	this	verdict	and	they	were	restored	to	
sanctuary.	It	seems	likely	that	the	two	juries	had	access	to	the	sanctuary	register	for	
Westminster	as	details	of	the	registrations	are	cited.	Both	Bull	and	Roo	were	on	the	
Westminster	sanctuary	list	for	1533.	Bull	was	still	there	as	late	as	1537.

TNA,	KB	27/1075,	rex	m.	4;	
KB	29/162,	mm.	3,	5d,	6d;	SP	
1/238,	fols.	72-73;	SP	1/124,	
fol.	204r;	SP	1/125,	fols.	40r-
41r;	KB	9/975,	mm.	134,	235-
38;	McSheffrey,	SS,	169,	174-
77

1037

1226 Bulloke John Yorkshire,	
Swine,	
Skirlaugh

labourer M Church-taking,	
Yorkshire	

Taking	church
Abjuration	to	
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1538 Felony The	King's	Bench	controlment	roll	indicates	that	Bulloke	abjured	from	Yorkshire	"for	
certain	felonies	and	trespasses."

TNA,	KB	29/171,	m.	24d 1076

82 Bulman John Yorkshire,	
Ripon

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1500 1500-08-09 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Bulman	sought	sanctuary	on	9	Aug.	1500	
because	he	struck	[blank]	Wales,	cooper,	of	Studley,	Yorks.,	in	the	throat	with	a	
dagger,	on	21	Mar.	1500,	from	which	Wales	immediately	died.

SDSB,	32;	Fowler,	"Sanctuary	
Records,"	312

73

112 Bulman John Northumberla
nd,	Shilvinton,	
Morpeth

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1504 1504-11-28 Homicide Self-defence Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Bulman	sought	sanctuary	on	28	Nov.	1504	
because,	following	an	assault	made	on	him	by	Robert	Symson	on	16	Sept.	1504	in	the	
field	of	Shilvinton,	he	struck	and	wounded	Symson	in	the	loin,	in	his	own	defence,	
killing	Symson.

SDSB,	41 98

189 Bulman John Durham,	
Blackwell

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1512 1512-03-24 Homicide Durham	Sanctuary	register	records	that	Bulman	sought	sanctuary	on	24	Mar.	1512,	
because	at	William	Bulman's	house	in	Ripon	twelve	years	ago,	he	feloniously	struck	N.	
Wallez	with	a	dagger	in	the	chest,	giving	him	a	wound	from	which	he	died	two	days	
later.	

SDSB,	60;	Fowler,	"Sanctuary	
Records,"	314
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1654 Burbage	
alias	
Burdewes

William London	 labourer M SJJ:	"St.	John's	
holde"[?]

Ambiguous 1517 Asportation On	6	Feb.	1518	Gerard	Hughes	appealed	William	Burbage	alias	Burdewes	on	a	
robbery	at	St.	Albans,	alleging	that	Burbage	stole	various	jewels	including	a	gold	cross	
with	the	5	wounds	of	Christ	worth	£5,	a	gold	ring	with	a	diamond	worth	£10,	another	
ring	with	3	stones,	a	diamond,	a	ruby,	and	a	turquoise,	worth	£5,	a	gold	book	("librum	
de	auro"),	coral	beads,	a	pomander	with	gold	roses,	and	other	goods.	Burbage	
pleaded	sanctuary,	claiming	that	in	Dec.	1517	he	was	taken	out	of	"Seynt	Johns	
holde"	and	claimed	its	privilege.	The	plea	was	rejected	and	he	was	found	guilty	and	
sentenced	to	hang.	He	likely	used	the	expression	"Seynt	Johns	holde"	to	mean	a	
property	of	"St.	John"	(i.e	a	Hospitaller	property);	see	OED,	s.v.	hold	n.1(8),	and	a	17th-
century	example	of	such	usage:	
https://secureweb1.essexcc.gov.uk/SeaxPAM/result_details.aspx?DocID=318182.	The	
vagueness	of	his	claim	(no	specific	property	identified)	may	indicate	why	the	
sanctuary	plea	was	held	insufficient.

TNA,	KB	27/1026,	plea	m.	27;	
reference	from	Baker,	
Spelman's	Reports,	intro	
344;	McSheffrey,	SS,	102-3

1435

1555 Burbridge John Oxfordshire,	
Henley	on	
Thames

yeoman M Church-taking,	
Berkshire,	
Wallingford,	All	
Hallows

Taking	church 1497 1497-10-04 Felony Also	escape	
from	gaol

On	4	Oct.	1497,	according	to	an	indictment	in	Hillary	term	1499,	Nicholas	Carpenter,	
Thomas	Morys,	Nicholas	Sare,	William	Markeham,	Thomas	Curteys,	and	John	
Burbridge,	who	had	all	been	imprisoned	in	Wallingford	castle	in	Berkshire,	escaped,	
through	the	negligence	of	the	gaolkeeper	Geoffrey	Halewell	(who	was	the	person	
indicted).	From	the	castle	they	ran	into	the	cemetery	of	the	church	of	All	Hallows,	just	
outside	the	castle.	Burbridge	had	been	taken	on	"suspicion	of	felony."

TNA,	KB	9/419,	m.	50;	TNA,	
KB	27/964,	rex	m.	8d	

1358

1475 Burburgh Ralph Esquire M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1411 Debt In	a	debt	suit	in	the	Exchequer	court,	the	sheriffs	of	Middlesex	reported	that	they	
have	not	been	able	to	attach	Ralph	Burburgh	to	answer	the	suit	because	he	has	been	
continually	in	the	sanctuary	at	Westminster	and	thus	not	in	their	bailiwick.	According	
to	the	terms	of	the	statute	[2	Ric.	II,	stat.	2	c.	3],	they	have	proclaimed	at	the	gates	of	
the	sanctuary	that	Burburgh	must	answer	to	the	suit.	As	he	did	not	respond,	the	
plaintiffs	could	go	on	to	distrain	whatever	goods	Ralph	left	behind	to	the	amount	of	
£200.

TNA,	E	13/126,	rot.	15d 1302

905 Burges Peter Hampshire,	
Bishop's	
Waltham

yeoman M Beaulieu Chartered	
Sanctuary

1515 1515-04-01 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	at	Bishop's	Waltham,	Hampshire,	within	the	liberty	of	the	Bishop	of	
Winchester,	on	2	Apr.	1515,	over	the	body	of	Richard	Sewett.	The	jurors	reported	
that	Peter	Burges	on	1	Apr.	1515	at	about	4	pm	had	assaulted	Sewett	and	killed	him	
with	a	dagger	to	the	chest.	Immediately	afterward,	Burges	fled	to	the	sanctuary	at	
Beaulieu.

TNA,	KB	9/469,	m.	96 813

1252 Burley Thomas M Savoy	Hospital Chartered	
Sanctuary

1556 Homicide Also	escape	
from	gaol

Minutes	of	the	privy	council	11	Jan.	1555	record	that	a	letter	was	to	be	sent	to	the	
master	of	the	Savoy,	ordering	him	to	deliver	up	one	Thomas	Burley,	a	prisoner	
attainted	for	wilful	murder,	who	had	lately	escaped	from	Newgate	and	had	gone	into	
sanctuary	at	the	Savoy.	He	was	to	be	taken	back	to	the	keeper	of	Newgate.

TNA,	PC	2/7,	fol.	353;	Acts	of	
the	Privy	Council,	5:220-21

1096

118 Burnell John Yorkshire,	
Thorpe

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1505 1505-05-17 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	John	Burnell,	William	Burnell,	and	John	Alan	
sought	sanctuary	on	17	May	1505	because	they	struck	John	Smyth	on	the	head	on	the	
king's	high	road,	giving	him	a	blow	from	which	he	died.	

SDSB,	42 101

119 Burnell William Yorkshire,	
Thorpe

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1505 1505-05-17 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	John	Burnell,	William	Burnell,	and	John	Alan	
sought	sanctuary	on	17	May	1505	because	they	struck	John	Smyth	on	the	head	on	the	
king's	high	road,	giving	him	a	blow	from	which	he	died.	

SDSB,	42 101

526 Burnlay William Yorkshire,	
Skipton,	
Craven[?]

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1491 1491-09-05 False	coining Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Burnlay	sought	sanctuary	on	5	Sept.	1491	for	
coining	without	license	of	the	king.

SDSB,	159 465

455 Burnley John Yorkshire,	
Halifax

fletcher M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1499 1499-01-01 False	coining Also	escape	
from	gaol

Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Burnley	sought	sanctuary	on	1	Jan.	1499	for	
coining	and	for	breaking	out	of	the	king's	gaol.	Presumably	he	was	related	to	William	
Burnley	(ID	#455)	who	had	earlier	also	sought	sanctuary	at	Beverley	also	for	false	
coining.

SDSB,	144-45 400
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454 Burnley William Yorkshire,	
Halifax[?]

fletcher M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1498 1498-12-06 False	coining Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Burnley	sought	sanctuary	on	6	Dec.	1498	for	
coining	without	the	king's	license	and	other	reasons	for	which	he	could	be	
imprisoned.	His	place	of	origin,	Halifax,	surmised	from	the	following	register	entry	of	
same	crime	by	John	Burnley,	fletcher	(ID	#455).

SDSB,	144 399

1527 Burre Stephen Essex,	Barking yeoman	and	
tanner

M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1489 1489-02-10 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	14	Feb.	1489	at	Barking	over	body	of	John	Cursum	of	Barking,	
tanner.	Jurors	said	that	on	10	Feb.	William	and	Stephen	Burre	attacked	him	with	a	
"cutrell,"	giving	him	a	wound	from	which	he	died	on	14	Feb.	The	jurors	noted	that	the	
Burres	immediately	fled	to	sanctuary	at	Westminster.	The	Burres	were	in	custody	in	
the	Marshalsea	by	Easter	1489.	A	later	submission	to	King's	Bench	indicates	that	they	
were	tried	before	the	peace	sessions	at	Brentwood,	Essex,	in	October	1489,	and	were	
found	not	guilty	--	the	trial	jurors	noting	formulaically	that	"they	had	never	fled"	
following	the	felony.	The	Burres	may	subsequently	have	been	arrested	again	for	the	
murder,	as	the	record	of	the	acquittal	was	called	up	to	King's	Bench	in	Easter	term	
1490;	the	King's	Bench	controlment	roll	shows	that	William	Burre	had	died	in	the	
meantime	(perhaps	in	prison?).

TNA,	KB	9/382,	mm.	51-52;	
KB	9/385,	mm.	20-21;	KB	
29/120,	m.	19d

1344

1526 Burre William Essex,	Barking yeoman	and	
tanner

M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1489 1489-02-10 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	14	Feb.	1489	at	Barking	over	body	of	John	Cursum	of	Barking,	
tanner.	Jurors	said	that	on	10	Feb.	William	and	Stephen	Burre	attacked	him	with	a	
"cutrell,"	giving	him	a	wound	from	which	he	died	on	14	Feb.	The	jurors	noted	that	the	
Burres	immediately	fled	to	sanctuary	at	Westminster.	The	Burres	were	in	custody	in	
the	Marshalsea	by	Easter	1489.	A	later	submission	to	King's	Bench	indicates	that	they	
were	tried	before	the	peace	sessions	at	Brentwood,	Essex,	in	October	1489,	and	were	
found	not	guilty	--	the	trial	jurors	noting	formulaically	that	"they	had	never	fled"	
following	the	felony.	The	Burres	may	subsequently	have	been	arrested	again	for	the	
murder,	as	the	record	of	the	acquittal	was	called	up	to	King's	Bench	in	Easter	term	
1490;	the	King's	Bench	controlment	roll	shows	that	William	Burre	had	died	in	the	
meantime	(perhaps	in	prison?).

TNA,	KB	9/382,	mm.	51-52;	
KB	9/385,	mm.	20-21;	KB	
29/120,	m.	19d

1344

331 Burrell William London	 pinner M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1507 1507-01-10 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Burrell	took	sanctuary	on	10	Jan.	1507	for	
debt.

SDSB,	118 279

173 Burton Edmund Lancashire,	
Halton

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1509 1509-07-11 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Burton	sought	sanctuary	on	11	Jul.	1509	
because	on	8	Jul.	1509	at	Halton,	after	an	attack	had	been	made	on	him,	he	stabbed	
William	Denny	in	the	chest	with	a	dagger,	from	which	wound	Denny	died.

SDSB,	55 140

1750 Burton John Herefordshire,	
Wormsley

labourer M Church-taking,	
Hertfordshire,	
Hertford	St.	
Mary

Taking	church
Abjuration

Rye 1526 1526-11-23 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	on	23	Nov.	1526	at	Hertford,	that	Burton	took	the	cemetery	
of	the	parish	church	of	St.	Mary	by	Hertford	priory.	Confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	
25	Jul.	1526	he	had	broken	into	the	house	of	Edward	Sharnebroke,	clerk,	at	
Wormsley,	Herefordshire,	and	stolen	£5	in	money	belonging	to	Robert	Byxson,	which	
had	been	in	Sharnebroke's	safekeeping.	He	abjured	and	was	assigned	Rye.	Burton	was	
part	of	a	group	of	nine	men	who	sought	churches	in	Hertford	and	abjured,	all	on	the	
same	day,	23	Nov.	1526;	they	came	from	different	parts	of	England;	they	confessed	to	
different	felonies;	and	they	were	all	assigned	different	ports.	Eight	sought	St.	Mary's	
parish	church	in	Hertford,	one	the	parish	church	of	All	Hallows.	It	is	most	likely	they	
had	all	broken	out	of	a	prison	together,	perhaps	at	Hertford	castle.

TNA,	KB	9/973,	m.	67;	KB	
29/159,	m.	2d

1528

24 Burton Robert Cumbria,	Dent M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1479 1479-12-27 Asportation False	
accusation

Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Burton	sought	sanctuary	on	27	Dec.	1479	for	
an	indictment	that	he,	together	with	Edward	Smerthwayt,	at	Dent	17	years	ago,	
furtively	stole	away	("abduceret")	a	certain	cow	from	the	goods	and	chattels	of	Henry	
Tatham,	whence	he	fears	losing	all	his	goods	if	he	goes	before	the	law,	even	though	
he	is	innocent	of	the	deed,	as	he	says.

SDSB,	8-9 20

561 Burton William Suffolk,	Bury	
St.	Edmunds

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1484 1484-01-30 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Burton	sought	sanctuary	on	30	Jan.	1484	and	
acknowledged	that	he	had	killed	John	Kendale	at	Hambledon	in	Hampshire.

SDSB,	166 495
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217 Burton William Yorkshire,	
Ayton,	
Pickering	
Lythe

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1515 1515-09-11 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Burton	sought	sanctuary	on	11	Sept.	1515	
because	on	26	Aug.	1515	at	Hackness	near	Scarborough,	he	had	feloniously	struck	
John	Colson	on	the	head	with	a	knife,	and	he	died	four	days	later.	

SDSB,	69 182

1333 Busyne John butcher M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 Debt In	the	1532	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Busyne	was	named	as	having	entered	for	
debt.

TNA,	SP	1/70,	fol.	133 1167

1811 Bygge Thomas London	 leatherseller M Kent,	Greenwich	
(dependency	of	
Sheen	priory?)

Chartered	
Sanctuary
Ambiguous

1470 Debt In	a	Chancery	petition,	John	Hanmer	complained	that	Thomas	Bygge	had	fled	to	
sanctuary	at	Greenwich,	where	he	remained;	when	Hanmer	went	to	Greenwich	to	try	
to	come	to	an	accord,	Bygge	"ordained"	the	bailiffs	of	the	town	and	other	sanctuary	
men	to	assault	them.	Grant	of	certiorari	directed	to	bailiffs	of	Sheen	priory	at	East	
Greenwich,	which	may	indicate	that	this	is	the	sanctuary	for	debt	at	Greenwich.	Year	
very	approximate,	as	chancery	bill	has	no	address;	based	on	years	plaintiff	and	
defendant	found	active	in	other	records:	John	Hanmer,	mercer,	evinced	1469	and	
1472:	CCR,	1468-76,	nos.	357,	934;	Thomas	Bygge,	leatherseller,	of	London	occurs	in	
CP	40	in	1466	(CP	40/818,	rot.	154);	1467	(CP	40/824,	rot	144d)	(CP	40	references	
from	calendar	on	British	History	Online).	See	entry	for	William	Chapman,	#1803,	for	
discussion	of	the	association	with	Sheen	priory.

TNA,	C	1/71/104 1585

757 Byng Richard Hampshire,	
Basingstoke

labourer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1535 1535-08-10 Homicide Also	felony Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Byng	sought	sanctuary	on	10	Aug.	1535	
because	on	10	Oct.	1534	he	had	fled	to	the	church	of	St.	Michael	at	Basingstoke,	
Hants.,	for	felony	and	murder,	and	then	had	abjured	from	the	church	to	Beverley.	
(This	is	a	long	gap	between	abjuration	and	arrival	at	Beverley.)

SDSB,	207 686

172 Bynks Robert Northumberla
nd,	Newcastle	
upon	Tyne

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1509 1509-03-31 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Bynks	sought	sanctuary	on	31	Mar.	1509	
because	on	25	Mar.	1509	he	stabbed	Thomas	Sanderson	in	the	chest	with	a	dagger,	
near	the	cemetery	of	the	parish	church	of	St.	Nicholas	in	Newcastle	upon	Tyne;	five	
days	later	Sanderson	died	of	the	wound.

SDSB,	55 139

1124 Byrd John Surrey,	
Southwark

yeoman M Church-taking,	
Surrey,	Lambeth

Taking	church 1505 1505-03-15 Felony Also	escape	
from	gaol

A	record	from	the	peace	sessions	at	Southwark	on	19	Mar.	1505	brought	up	to	King's	
Bench	stated	that	twelve	men	had	broken	out	of	the	Marshalsea	prison	on	14	Mar.	
1505,	including	Byrd.	Following	the	escape,	he	took	sanctuary	at	Lambeth	parish	
church,	but	claimed	that	he	was	seized	that	same	day	from	the	church,	and	pleaded	
sanctuary.	He	was	remitted	to	prison	for	almost	3	years	(along	with	another	prison-
breaker	sanctuary	claimant,	Thomas	Fyssher,	ID	#1123),	then	brought	to	King's	Bench	
on	4	Feb.	1508,	presented	a	pardon	and	went	sine	die.

TNA,	KB	9/447,	m.	30;	KB	
27/986,	rex	m.	15

991

100 Byrket George Lancashire,	
Gressingham

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1503 1503-09-12 Homicide Self-defence Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Byrket	sought	sanctuary	on	12	Sept.	1503,	
because,	having	been	assaulted	by	John	Robyns,	he	hit	Robyns	over	the	head	with	a	
club	on	the	king's	road	in	Gressingham	on	22	Aug.	1503.	Robyns	died	from	the	
wound.

SDSB,	38 90

270 Byrkett George Durham,	
Staindrop

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1519 1519-07-07 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Byrkett	sought	sanctuary	on	7	Jul.	1519	
because,	after	an	assault	had	been	made	on	him	around	24	Aug.	1504,	at	
Gressingham	near	Hornby	Castle,	Lancs,	he	struck	one	John	Hogeson,	son	of	Robert	
Hogeson	of	Eskrigge	near	Gressingham,	on	the	head	with	a	staff.	Hogeson	died	from	
the	wound	three	days	later.

SDSB,	82 222

419 Bysshop John Yorkshire,	
Beverley

labourer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1500 1500-12-31 Asportation Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Bysshop	sought	sanctuary	31	Dec.	1500	for	
the	theft	of	a	horse	at	Spital-in-the-Street,	Lincs.

SDSB,	137 364
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1111 Bysshop John Middlesex,	
Staines

smith M Church-taking,	
Middlesex,	
Stepney

Taking	church 1502 1502-06-26 Asportation At	Middlesex	gaol	delivery	in	July	1502,	John	Bysshop	was	indicted	because	on	10	
May	1502	he	had	broken	the	close	of	John	Somerton	at	Finchley	and	stolen	two	cows	
worth	20s.	Bysshop	pleaded	sanctuary,	saying	that	he	had	taken	the	parish	church	at	
Stepney	on	26	Jun.	1502,	but	had	been	taken	out	on	the	same	day	by	diverse	
unknown	men,	and	sought	to	be	restored.	The	king's	attorney	replied	that	he	had	not	
been	in	sanctuary	but	had	been	at	large	when	he	was	taken.	The	jurors	found	that	he	
had	not	been	in	sanctuary	when	he	was	taken	and	he	was	moreover	found	guilty	on	
the	indictment	and	hanged.

TNA,	KB	27/964,	rex	m.	11;	
TNA,	KB	29/132,	mm.	33,	
38d

979

1145 Bythewaye John Hampshire,	
Subberton

labourer M Church-taking,	
Somerset,	
Huntspill

Taking	church
Abjuration

Lyme	Regis 1529 1529-09-28 Asportation The	King's	Bench	coram	rege	roll	for	Michaelmas	1529	records	the	case	of	John	
Bythewaye,	who	on	28	Sept.	1529	had	taken	the	parish	church	at	Huntspill,	Somerset.	
He	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	he	had	broken	into	the	house	and	close	of	John	Burt	
at	Subberton,	Hants.,	and	stolen	a	horse,	and	on	16	Sept.	1529	he	had	stolen	another	
horse	at	Wynbourne	Minster	in	Dorset.	He	abjured	and	was	assigned	Lyme	Regis.	In	
mid-November	1529	he	was	brought	into	KB,	having	been	found	in	the	realm	
notwithstanding	his	abjuration,	and	he	had	no	answer,	and	was	thus	sentenced	to	
hang.

TNA,	KB	27/1073,	m.	16;	KB	
29/161,	29d,	41

1006

1826 Calcott John M Church-taking,	
London,	St.	
Sepulchre

Taking	church 1495 1495-03-02 Felony Also	escape	
from	gaol

In	two	Chancery	bills,	the	churchwardens	of	St.	Sepulchre	church	and	a	priest	
attached	to	the	parish	complained	that	the	gaoler	of	Newgate,	Thomas	Godeale,	had	
sued	them	for	trespass	when	they	prevented	him	from	seizing	John	Calcott,	an	
indicted	felon	who	had	escaped	from	Godeale's	custody	in	Newgate	prison	and	
subsequently	taken	sanctuary	in	the	church.	Both	an	indication	of	the	day	(a	Monday	
following	Ash	Wednesday)	and	the	identity	of	the	London	sheriff	named	(John	
Warner)	allows	the	actions	referenced	in	the	petition	to	be	dated	precisely	to	1495.

TNA,	C	1/226/44,	C	1/228/35 1595

1334 Calverley William Westminster	
Abbey

yeoman M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 Asportation In	the	1532	Westminster	census,	Calverley	was	named	as	having	entered	"for	roberye	
comyttede	upon	the	see";	he	is	not	in	the	1533	census.	In	1534,	he	was	appealed	for	
a	robbery	committed	that	year,	and	pleaded	sanctuary	--	saying	that	he	had	taken	
sanctuary	at	Westminster,	but	was	dragged	out	by	Peter	Mewtas.	Jurors	found,	
however,	that	he	was	arrested	outside	the	sanctuary,	and	he	was	found	guilty	and	
sentenced	to	hang.	The	controlment	roll	indicates	that	after	his	arrest	he	was	put	into	
custody	of	the	constable	of	the	Tower	of	London,	which	might	suggest	that	his	arrest	
was	something	out	of	the	ordinary?	In	1539	he	was	mentioned	(still	as	sanctuary	
man)	in	relation	to	the	theft	of	a	cross	stolen	from	a	parish	church	in	the	West	
Country;	this	may	be	an	allusion	to	a	past	theft	while	he	was	still	alive,	assuming	he	
was	in	fact	hanged	in	1534.

TNA,	KB	9/527,	m.	51;	KB	
27/1091,	plea	m.	35;	KB	
29/167,	mm.	4,	10d;	SP	1/70,	
fol.	133;	Baker,	Spelman's	
Reports,	1:53-54;	SP	1/242,	
fol.	289

1168

282 Calvert Thomas Yorkshire,	
Ripon

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1519 1519-08-17 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Calvert	sought	sanctuary	on	17	Aug.	1519	
because,	after	he	himself	had	been	attacked	on	7	Aug.	1519,	he	feloniously	struck	
John	Luther,	servant	of	Master	Malyerye,	knight,	stabbing	him	in	the	side	with	a	
dagger	in	a	lane	in	the	town	of	Ripon	near	the	monastery.	Luther	died	immediately.

SDSB,	85-86;	Fowler,	
"Sanctuary	Records,"	314-15

231

1643 Calwodeley	
alias	
Calwodelegh

Oliver Cornwall,	
Padstow

M Taking	church
Abjuration

1506 Homicide The	patent	roll	records	a	grant,	17	Feb.	1506,	to	Roger	Holand,	esq.,	of	the	lands	and	
tenements	in	the	city	of	Exeter	that	had	belonged	to	Calwodeley,	whose	lands	had	
come	into	the	king's	hands	through	forfeiture	upon	Calwodeley's	abjuration	due	to	a	
murder	committed	by	him	at	Padstow,	Cornwall.

CPR	1494-1509,	443 1424

1791 Cambrecht Robert Kent,	
Queenboroug
h	[?]

mariner M Kent,	
Queenborough	
[franchisal	
liberty	for	debt?]

Ambiguous 1527 1527-06-30 Debt The	Queenborough,	Kent,	Borough	Court	Book	records	that	Cambrecht	had	taken	
sanctuary	"for	the	safegarde	of	my	body	and	my	goods"	on	30	Jun.	1527.	The	precise	
context	of	sanctuary-seeking	unclear	for	this	and	other	Queenborough	sanctuary	
cases,	but	the	reference	to	goods	indicates	perhaps	a	franchisal	asylum	for	debt.

Kent	History	and	Library	
Centre,	MS	QB/JMs/1,	
Queenborough	Borough	
Court	Book,	1496-1511,	fol.	5

1566

Sanctuary Seekers in England, c. 1380-1550, ordered by seekers' names

30/05/17 40



Seeker	
ID

Surname First	
Name

Seeker	Place	
of	Origin

Seeker	
Occupation	
or	Status

Sex Sanctuary Sanctuary	Type Port	
Assigned

Year Date Seeker	
Reason

Seeker	
Reason	

Elaboration

	Summary	of	case Reference Case	
ID

1427 Campucci Giovanni Italy merchant M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 Debt Documents	related	to	an	attempt	to	settle	a	dispute	amongst	Italian	merchants	in	
London,	now	in	the	State	Papers,	indicate	that	Campucci	had	spent	some	time	in	
sanctuary	at	St.	Martin	le	Grand,	c.	1533,	until	he	reached	a	settlement	with	Antonio	
Dodo.

TNA,	SP	1/81,	fol.	149 1261

1513 Campyon William Northamptons
hire,	
Geddington

labourer M Church-taking,	
Northamptonshi
re,	Geddington

Taking	church
Abjuration

1446 1446-04-25 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	on	25	Apr.	1446	over	the	body	of	William	Shirwode	at	Geddington,	
Northants.	The	jurors	found	that	he	was	killed	by	Walter	Freman,	John	Iryssh,	and	
William	Campyon,	all	of	Geddington,	and	that	Thomas	Mulsho	of	Geddington,	
gentleman,	was	an	accessory.	Campyon	fled	following	the	killing	to	the	Geddington	
church,	where	he	was	guarded	by	the	townspeople	of	Geddington	until	the	coroner	
could	arrive.	He	confessed	the	murder	and	abjured.	

TNA,	KB	9/252/2,	m.	20	 1332

1849 Canturcelly Roger Herefordshire,	
Hereford

weaver M Bewdley	
(abjuration	from	
Herefordshire,	
Hereford	
Greyfriars)

Taking	church
Abjuration	to	
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 1533-07-16 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	16	Jul.	1533	Canturcelly	sought	sanctuary	at	the	
Greyfriars	church	in	the	suburbs	of	Hereford.	Canturcelly	confessed	to	the	coroner	
that	on	that	same	day	in	Hereford	he	had	broken	into	the	home	of	Richard	Forde	and	
stolen	a	silver	chalice	worth	20s	from	the	goods	of	John	Unett,	which	was	then	in	the	
custody	of	Richard	Forde,	and	two	kerchiefs	worth	12d.	He	abjured,	seeking	the	
privilege	of	the	sanctuary	of	"Beauley"	--	geographically	more	likely	Bewdley,	
Shropshire,	but	perhaps	Beaulieu.

TNA,	KB	9/525,	m.	43 1616

422 Care Henry Lincolnshire	 M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1493 1493-09-02 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Care	sought	sanctuary	for	homicide,	about	2	
Sept.	1493.

SDSB,	138 367

811 Caret Ivo Middlesex,	
Whitechapel

brewer M Church-taking,	
Surrey,	
Southwark,	St.	
George

Taking	church
Abjuration

Orwell 1429 1429-05-27 Homicide Also	robbery Caret's	case	was	notorious	and	generated	a	number	of	records	along	with	entries	in	
London	chronicles.	Caret	was	a	Breton	and	his	case	occurred	in	the	weeks	following	
the	English	defeat	at	the	siege	of	Orléans	during	the	Hundred	Years	War,	a	point	of	
high	anti-French	feeling	in	England.	In	addition,	as	some	of	the	records	indicate,	and	
as	Griffiths's	article	details,	Caret	was	accused	(Griffiths	argues	with	reason)	of	being	a	
French	spy.	His	spying	was	a	collateral	issue	in	regards	to	his	sanctuary-taking,	
however.	A	coroner's	memorandum	recorded	his	church-taking	in	St.	George's,	
Southwark,	on	27	May	1429,	and	his	confession	that	he	had	broken	into	the	
Whitechapel	home	of	Joan	Wynkfeld,	widow,	and	killed	and	robbed	her.	Although	the	
coroner's	report	of	his	confession	does	not	indicate	this,	other	records	state	that	he	
had	been	Wynkfeld's	servant.	He	abjured	and	the	port	he	was	assigned	--	Orwell	--	
may	have	been	deliberately	chosen	by	the	coroner	so	that	he	would	be	taken	back	
through	Whitechapel	on	his	way	into	exile.	A	subsequent	coroner's	report	indicates	
that	as	he	was	being	led	by	the	constables	through	Whitechapel	on	his	way	to	Orwell,	
Caret	was	wrested	from	the	constables'	custody	and	beaten	and	stoned	to	death	by	a	
group	of	women,	led	by	Margaret	Conys,	one	of	Joan	Wynkfeld's	relatives,	in	revenge	
for	Wynkfeld's	murder.

TNA,	KB	9/224,	mm.	5,	29-
30,	46-47,	54-55;	Fabyan,	
New	Chronicles,	598-99;	
James	Gairdner,	ed.,	The	
Historical	Collections	of	a	
Citizen	of	London	in	the	
Fifteenth	Century,	Camden	
Society,	New	Series	
(Westminster:	Camden	
Society,	1876),	
	163-64;	Nicolas	and	Tyrell,	
ed.,	Chronicle	of	London,	
117;	Ralph	Alan	Griffiths,	“A	
Breton	Spy	in	London,	1425-
29,”	in	King	and	Country:	
England	and	Wales	in	the	
Fifteenth	Century	(London ;	
Rio	Grande,	Ohio,	U.S.A:	
Hambledon	Press,	1991),	
220–25.

737

1679 Carlton	or	
Charleton

George London	 grocer M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1529 Debt Named	in	a	Chancery	bill	because	"by	reason	of	greate	summes	of	money	which	he	
ought	to	dyverse	and	sundry	parsones	[he]	flede	oute	of	London	and	toke	Seyntwarye	
in	Westm'."	Datable	1529-32.

TNA,	C	1/611/29 1461

31 Carlyle Roland Durham	
(diocese)

yeoman M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1484 1484-07-26 Homicide Also	theft Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Carlyle,	identified	only	as	"of	Durham	
diocese,"	sought	sanctuary	on	25	July	1484	because	on	1	Feb.	1483	in	the	town	of	
Ashby	in	Lancashire	he	killed	John	Cowton	of	Ashby	with	a	wood	axe,	from	which	
blow	he	firmly	believed	Cowton	died.	He	also	confessed	that	he	stole	Cowton's	horse	
to	escape.

SDSB,	11 27
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1550 Carpenter Nicholas Berkshire,	
Maidenhead

shoemaker M Church-taking,	
Berkshire,	
Wallingford,	All	
Hallows

Taking	church 1497 1497-10-04 Asportation Also	escape	
from	gaol

On	4	Oct.	1497,	according	to	an	indictment	in	Hillary	term	1499,	Nicholas	Carpenter,	
Thomas	Morys,	Nicholas	Sare,	William	Markeham,	Thomas	Curteys,	and	John	
Burbridge,	who	had	all	been	imprisoned	in	Wallingford	castle	in	Berkshire,	escaped,	
through	the	negligence	of	the	gaolkeeper	Geoffrey	Halewell	(who	was	the	person	
indicted).	From	the	castle	they	ran	into	the	cemetery	of	the	church	of	All	Hallows,	just	
outside	the	castle.	Carpenter	had	been	accused	of	stealing	a	horse	at	Wallingford.

TNA,	KB	9/419,	m.	50;	TNA,	
KB	27/964,	rex	m.	8d	

1358

1517 Carpenter Robert Hampshire,	
Wherwell

smith M Church-taking,	
Hampshire,	
Goodworth

Taking	church
Abjuration

Portsmouth 1470 1470-04-21 Felony Also	escape	
from	gaol

Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	21	April	1470	Carpenter	fled	to	the	parish	church	of	
St.	Peter	in	Goodworth,	Hants.,	and	confessed	that	he	had	been	in	the	custody	of	the	
constable	of	the	hundred	of	Wherwell	on	suspicion	of	felony	when	he	escaped	and	
ran	into	the	church.	He	abjured.	He	presumably	subsequently	was	found	in	the	realm	
as	a	writ	dated	10	Oct.	1474	called	the	record	up	to	King's	Bench.

TNA,	KB	9/336,	m.	23	 1335

1294 Carre John tailor M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1525 A	"certificate"	of	"persons	within	St.	Martin's	sanctuary,"	dated	13	Feb.	1525,	lists	
John	Carre,	tailor,	as	lodging	in	Cock	Alley.

TNA,	SP	1/33,	fol.	148	(L&P,	
4/1:473)

1129

885 Carre Robert Lincolnshire,	
Sixhills	

yeoman M SJJ:	Maltby,	
Lincs.

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1510 1510-08-01 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	at	Long	Ludforth,	Lincs.,	6	Aug.	1510,	over	the	body	of	John	
Brasebrigge.	The	jurors	said	that	Carre	had	attacked	Brasebrigge	with	a	dagger	at	
Long	Ludforth,	feloniously	murdering	him.	Following	the	felony	Carre	fled	to	the	
franchise	of	St.	John	of	Jerusalem	in	England	at	Maltby.	The	KB	controlment	roll	
indicates	that	Carre	was	outlawed	11	Dec.	1514.

TNA,	KB	9/457,	m.	76;	KB	
29/143,	m.	4;	McSheffrey,	
SS,	97

795

1716 Carter Thomas Cambridgeshir
e,	Cambridge

fishmonger M Church-taking,	
Kent,	
Greenwich,	
Observant	
Franciscans

Taking	church 1507 1507-11-21 Asportation On	the	record	of	gaol	delivery	at	Newgate	19	May	1508,	Carter	appeared	on	an	
indictment	that	on	2	Dec.	1507	he	had	stolen	a	mare	at	Wexbridge.	He	appeared	with	
another	sanctuary-seeker	on	a	different	indictment	and	different	sanctuary-seeking,	
Thomas	Wodfeld,	ID	#1717.	When	asked	to	plead,	Carter	said	that	John	Mede,	a	
bailiff	in	Kent,	had	seized	him	from	the	Observant	Friars	at	Greenwich,	where	he	had	
taken	sanctuary	against	his	will,	and	pleaded	to	be	restored	to	the	church,	refusing	to	
plead	to	the	felony.	The	King's	Bench	controlment	rolls	indicate	only	that	Carter	was	
put	into	the	Marshalsea,	while	Wodfeld's	entry	indicates	he	was	pardoned	in	1514	or	
1515.

TNA,	KB	9/960,	m.	143;	KB	
29/138,	m.	7

1499

1529 Carteworth John Oxfordshire,	
Bicester

husbandman M Church-taking,	
Oxfordshire,	
Bicester	
Augustinian	
Priory

Taking	church 1490 1490-04-08 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	over	the	body	of	John	Abrey	of	Wendlebury	[near	Bicester],	13	Apr.	
1490;	the	jurors	find	that	Abrey	was	crossing	the	king's	road	at	Wendlebury	when	he	
saw	Carteworth	leading	away	three	of	his	(Abrey's)	cows	from	the	common	field,	and	
this	led	to	a	quarrel.	Carteworth	pierced	Abrey's	head	with	a	pitchfork,	and	he	died	
five	days	later	in	his	house.	After	the	felony,	Carteworth	fled	with	the	pitchfork	to	
Bicester	priory.	(Bicester	was	a	house	of	Augustinian	canons;	it	is	assumed	that	
Carteworth	was	"taking	church"	here	prior	to	abjuration,	although	he	may	have	been	
seeking	permanent	asylum.)	

TNA,	KB	9/387,	m.	60;	KB	
9/393,	m.	5

1346

609 Cartour Richard Shropshire,	
Newport

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1518 1518-05-31 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Richard	Cartour	sought	sanctuary	on	31	May	
[1518]	for	debt.

SDSB,	176 540

1578 Cary William knight M Tewkesbury	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1471 1471-05-04 Civil	war Cary	was	amongst	the	Lancastrian	forces	at	the	battle	of	Tewkesbury	4	May	1471;	
according	to	Warkworth's	Chronicle,	upon	defeat	he	and	others	in	the	Lancastrian	
forces	sought	sanctuary	at	Tewkesbury	Abbey.	Edward	IV	initially	pardoned	them,	but	
then	rescinded	the	pardon	and	extracted	them	from	the	abbey	and	tried	and	
executed	them	all.

Warkworth,	Chronicle,	18-19 1122
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1078 Caryon John London	 yeoman M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1539 1539-07-15 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	15	Jul.	1539	in	the	parish	of	St.	Benet	Fink,	London,	over	the	body	
of	John	de	Ordoma,	Spanish	merchant.	The	jurors	found	that	he	had	been	killed	by	
John	Caryon,	yeoman	of	London,	alias	the	servant	of	Alvarowe	de	Astudelio,	Spanish	
merchant,	in	the	courtyard	of	Fernando	de	Verdesey's	house,	Spanish	merchant,	in	
the	parish	of	St.	Benet.	Following	the	murder,	Caryon	fled	to	Westminster.	He	
appeared	at	King's	Bench	on	12	Nov.	1539	and	presented	a	pardon,	dated	1	Oct.	
1539,	along	with	letters	close	dated	3	Nov.	1539	indicating	he	had	given	sufficient	
security.

TNA,	KB	9/544,	m.	157;	KB	
9/548,	mm.	159-60;	TNA,	KB	
27/1113,	rex	m.	6;	KB	
29/172,	m.	23d;	McSheffrey,	
SS,	177

953

1449 Cassewall Henry London	 grocer M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1519 Debt In	the	record	of	the	Court	of	Alderman	in	London,	13	Oct.	1519,	the	court	ruled	that	
William	Hanford,	haberdasher	of	London,	and	Henry	Cassewall,	a	grocer	privileged	for	
debt	at	Westminster,	had	defrauded	William	Yong	of	Petworth	in	Sussex	for	payment	
for	cloth	by	bringing	the	cloth	into	the	sanctuary	where	it	could	not	be	seized	for	
nonpayment.	The	court	ordered	Hanford	punished	by	being	put	in	the	pillory	and	
then	to	stay	in	the	sheriff's	prison	for	some	period;	Cassewall	was	presumably	out	of	
their	reach	in	Westminster.

LMA,	Rep.	4,	fol.	26r 1284

442 Castley William London	 tailor M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1498 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	William	Castley	of	London,	tailor,	sought	
sanctuary	at	Beverley	for	homicide.	[Undated;	last	entry	dated	Sept.	1498.]

SDSB,	142 387

325 Catton Edmund [?Holton	in	
Bishopric]

labourer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1501 1501-12-12 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Catton,	"de	Holton	in	Busshoprik,"	sought	
sanctuary	on	12	Dec.	1501	for	the	homicide	of	William	Bufe	of	the	same	place,	whom	
he	killed	with	a	dagger.

SDSB,	117 273

573 Catton John Yorkshire,	
Allerthorpe

husbandman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1516 1516-01-26 Felony Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Catton	sought	sanctuary	on	26	Jan.	1516	for	
felony.

SDSB,	169 506

769 Caunton Richard Yorkshire,	
Comberthorn[
?]

butcher M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1537 1537-05-23 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Caunton	sought	sanctuary	on	23	May	1537	
for	debt.

SDSB,	209 698

1017 Cawston John	Jr. Kent,	Cudham labourer M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1528 1528-09-06 Homicide Self-defence Coroner's	inquest	11	Sept.	1528	at	Cudham,	Kent,	over	the	body	of	Oliver	Burnet.	The	
jurors	reported	that	Burnet	and	Cawston	were	together	on	a	croft	working	for	John	
Walleys,	the	master	of	both,	when	Burnet	assaulted	Cawston	with	a	club.	Cawston	
himself	was	holding	a	quarter	hazel	staff,	and	defending	himself	he	hit	Burnet	over	
the	head	and	killed	him.	Cawston	thus	killed	Burnet	in	self-defence.	Immediately	
following	that,	he	fled	to	sanctuary	at	Westminster.

TNA,	KB	9/509,	m.	42 914

1490 Cayme William Kent,	
Sittingbourne

mace-bearer	
for	Jack	Cade

M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1450 Treason Cayme	was	closely	involved	in	Cade's	Revolt	in	1450	and	fled	to	sanctuary	at	St.	
Martin's	afterwards.	He	was	summoned	out	of	sanctuary	by	the	king	to	answer	
charges	of	treason,	but	the	dean	of	SMLG	was	able	to	convince	the	king	to	observe	
the	sanctuary	privileges	and	to	pardon	Cayme	(the	pardon	granted	on	20	May	1451).

WAM,	Book	5,	fols.	66rv;	CPR	
1446-52,	424;	McSheffrey,	
SS,	46,	77

1312

1173 Chaffyn John Sussex,	
Webyllifyld[?]

tailor M Church-taking,	
Sussex	

Taking	church
Abjuration

1529 Homicide The	King's	Bench	controlment	roll	for	Michaelmas	1529	has	a	record	that	Chaffyn	
abjured	for	felony	and	murder	(no	indictment	found).

TNA,	KB	29/161,	m.	26d 1033

1052 Chapman Andrew Essex,	Thorpe carver M Colchester,	St.	
John's	
(abjuration	from	
Essex,	Thorpe	St.	
Mary)

Taking	church
Abjuration	to	
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1531 1531-11-25 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	25	Nov.	1531	Chapman	took	the	church	of	St.	Mary	
in	Thorpe,	confessing	to	the	coroner,	who	came	on	21	Dec.	1531,	that	on	20	Aug.	
1531	he	had	broken	into	the	close	of	Thomas	Sare	at	Great	Bromley	in	Essex	and	
stolen	sheep,	and	on	other	occasions	he	had	stolen	other	livestock.	He	abjured	and	
was	assigned	the	sanctuary	of	St.	John	in	Colchester.

TNA,	KB	9/519,	m.	83 940
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1803 Chapman William M Kent,	Greenwich	
(dependency	of	
Sheen	priory?)

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1473 Debt In	a	Chancery	bill,	William	Cowper	of	London	indicates	that	Chapman,	then	"dwelling	
and	abiding	in	sanctuary	in	Greenwich,"	had	sued	him	for	a	debt;	later	in	the	petition,	
Chapman	is	referred	to	as	a	sanctuary	man.	By	evidence	of	C	1/71/104	(see	seeker	
#1811,	Thomas	Bygge),	the	sanctuary	referred	to	here	may	be	at	the	manor	held	by	
Sheen	priory	at	Greenwich.	There	was	otherwise	in	the	1470s	no	religious	house	at	
Greenwich,	as	the	Franciscan	Observant	house	at	Greenwich	was	not	re-established	
until	1480	(see	VCH	Kent,	2:194-98).	Year	approximate	(range	1473-75).	

TNA,	C	1/48/17 1577

1867 Charley William M SJJ:	Paris	Garden Chartered	
Sanctuary

1500 1500-05-16 The	Paris	Garden	manorial	court	roll	records	that	Robert	Barton,	tenant	on	the	
manor,	was	amerced	6d	because	he	has	kept	and	accommodated	William	Charley	in	
his	house	"as	a	man	receiving	sanctuary	there,"	without	showing	him	to	the	constable	
or	other	official	to	examine	him;	he	remained	there	for	three	days	or	more	(before	
leaving,	presumably).	Reference	from	Graham	Dawson.

Paris	Garden	Manorial	Court	
Roll,	Lambeth	Archives,	Class	
VI/2,	fol.	6d	(GD);	see	also	
Graham	Dawson,	"Two	late	
medieval	tithe-lists	from	St	
Margaret’s,	Southwark,"	
Surrey	Archaeological	
Collections	97	(2013):	91.

1633

819 Chaumbre Thomas Suffolk,	
Framlingham

yeoman M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1440 1440-04-27 Homicide Also	escape	
from	gaol

Middlesex	jurors	reported	that	on	27	April	1440,	John	Wymondham,	gentleman	of	
Framlingham,	Suffolk,	broke	Thomas	Chaumbre,	a	yeoman	also	of	Framlingham,	out	
of	the	custody	of	the	Marshal,	by	whom	he	was	being	held	for	the	death	of	James	
Andrew	and	the	suit	of	Andrew's	widow	Margaret.	Following	his	escape	from	prison,	
Chaumbre	fled	to	St.	Martin	le	Grand.	The	King's	Bench	controlment	roll	indicates	
Chaumbre	was	outlawed	at	Easter	term	1441.

TNA,	KB	9/232/1,	m.	11;	KB	
29/73,	m.	24

745

1684 Chauncy ****	
[wife	of	
Gerard]

London	 wife	of	
Gerard	
Chauncy

F Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1526 Debt Gerard	Chauncy	(a	stockfishmonger	and	citizen	of	London,	who	describes	himself	as	
"yeoman	of	the	King's	Chamber	and	waiter	in	the	Tower	of	London")	wrote	a	
Chancery	bill,	datable	to	1536-38,	in	which	he	complained	that	John	Stokesley,	
afterwards	bishop	of	London,	had	accepted	from	Chauncy's	wife	(in	return	for	
payment,	presumably),	leases	on	tenements	in	the	parish	of	St.	Andrew	Hubbard.	
Chauncy	himself	was	"absent"	due	to	problems	he	had	with	lawsuits,	and	his	wife,	in	
his	absence,	had	gone	into	sanctuary	at	Westminster,	becoming	"a	privileged	person"	
there	for	some	eight	or	nine	years.	There,	in	his	absence,	she	spent	all	his	money	and	
conveyed	away	all	his	property,	without	his	permission.	The	year	given	above	for	her	
entry	into	Westminster	is	approximate,	based	on	timelines	in	the	petition.

TNA,	C	1/752/63-64 1465

936 Cheselet Thomas Wiltshire,	
Mere

tailor M Church-taking,	
Wiltshire,	
Fisherton	Anger,	
Blackfriars	priory

Taking	church
Abjuration

Poole 1519 1519-07-21 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	21	Jul.	1519	that	Cheselet	took	the	church	of	the	Blackfriars	
priory	at	Fisherton	Anger.	Cheselet	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	21	Feb.	1519	he	
had	stolen	some	plate	from	Alice	Kymer,	widow,	at	Fisherton	Anger.	He	abjured	and	
was	assigned	Poole,	Dorset.	He	was	later	caught	in	the	realm:	at	gaol	delivery	at	
Ilchester,	Somerset	in	Lent	1529,	asked	why	he	should	not	be	executed	on	his	
abjuration	he	successfully	pleaded	clergy.	In	Easter	term	1530,	he	presented	a	
pardon.	Cheselet	may	have	once	again	been	imprisoned	in	1532,	when	a	man	of	the	
same	name	apparently	tried	to	trade	information	about	possible	treasons	to	mitigate	
charges	(unclear	how	successfully).

TNA,	KB	9/480,	m.	31;	KB	
9/512,	m.	36;	KB	27/1075,	
rex	m.	6;	KB	29/162,	mm.	2,	
6;	L&P,	4/3:2709;	SP	1/237,	
fols.	121-27	(L&P,	Add.	
1/1:261);	G.	R.	Elton,	Policy	
and	Police:	The	Enforcement	
of	the	Reformation	in	the	
Age	of	Thomas	Cromwell	
(Cambridge:	Cambridge	
University	Press,	1972),	110-
12

834

178 Chesman William Northumberla
nd,	Bolton

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1510 1510-02-20 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Chesman	sought	sanctuary	on	20	Feb.	1510	
because,	on	20	Jan.	1510	at	Forestburne,	Northum.,	near	West	Park,	following	an	
attack	on	him,	he	struck	William	Bellyngeham,	amputating	his	right	hand	with	a	
"hynger"	(short	sword),	from	which	wound	Bellyngeham	died	three	weeks	later.

SDSB,	57 145
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296 Childers Randolph Lancashire,	
Great	Mitton

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1524 1524-09-10 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Childers	sought	sanctuary	on	10	Sept.	1524	
because,	at	the	beginning	of	August	1524,	in	a	meadow	near	Great	Mitton,	in	
response	to	an	assault	made	on	him,	he	struck	James	Rede	with	a	pikestaff	on	the	
head,	giving	him	a	wound	from	which	he	immediately	died.

SDSB,	90 245

1335 Chonterell Diggory apprentice M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 Asportation In	the	1532	Wetsminster	sanctuary	census,	Chonterell	was	named	as	having	entered	
sanctuary	"for	conveynge	of	certayne	of	hys	masters	goodis."

TNA,	SP	1/70,	fol.	133 1169

581 Chorkyls Robert Yorkshire,	
Wyton	in	
Holderness

husbandman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1516 1516-08-31 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Chorkyls	sought	sanctuary	on	31	Aug.	1516	
for	the	homicide	of	John	Rotheram.

SDSB,	170-71 514

1739 Ciam	alias	
Syon	alias	
Sparowe

Paul Middlesex,	
Westminster,	
St.	Martin	in	
the	Fields

beerbrewer M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1527 1527-03-06 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	on	13	Mar.	1527	in	the	liberty	of	the	abbot	of	Westminster	at	
Westminster,	over	the	body	of	John	Hill.	The	jurors	report	that	Paul	Clam	alias	Paul	
Syon	alias	Paul	Sparowe	(ID	#1739);	and	John	Vans	(ID	#1740),	on	6	Mar.	1527	aroun	
11	pm	had	assaulted	Hill	with	a	"bonge	knyfe,"	and	Clam	giving	him	two	wounds	from	
which	he	languished	for	a	week	and	then	died.	Vans	was	accessory.	Both	fled	to	the	
sanctuary	of	St.	Martin	le	Grand.	Both	Clam	and	Vans,	were	likely	Dutch	(judging	both	
by	their	names	and	their	occupations	as	beer	brewers),	and	they	fled	to	a	Dutch	
enclave	in	SMLG.	Both	were	outlawed	in	1528	according	to	the	King's	Bench	
controlment	roll.

TNA,	KB	9/973,	m.	42;	KB	
29/159,	mm.	2,	3d

1518

1482 Ciprian Henry Essex,	
Waltham

canon	of	
Waltham	
Abbey

M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1430 Clerical	
apostasy

As	recorded	both	in	London	records	and	the	St.	Martin	le	Grand	cartulary,	the	flight	of	
two	apostate	canons	of	Waltham	Abbey,	Henry	Ciprian	and	Roger	Bukke,	inaugurated	
a	major	quarrel	between	the	City	and	SMLG	over	the	latter's	sanctuary	privileges.	In	
answer	to	a	royal	writ	to	the	sheriffs	of	London	to	arrest	the	runaway	canons,	the	
sheriffs	of	London	seized	the	two	men	from	the	SMLG	precinct	on	30	September	
1430.	The	dean	of	St	Martin's	protested	and	both	sides	presented	their	cases,	for	and	
against	the	sanctuary,	to	the	king's	council.	The	final	outcome	is	unknown,	as	is	the	
fate	of	the	two	canons.	Undiscussed	by	either	side	remained	the	question	of	whether	
sanctuary	could	be	claimed	for	apostasy.

LMA,	Letter	Book,	K,	fol.	72r;	
WAM,	Book	5,	fols.	36rv

1309

1380 Clarke Thomas M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 1533-03-01 Homicide In	the	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Clarke	was	named	as	having	entered	for	
murder,	about	a	quarter	of	a	year	before	(~early	Mar.	1533).

TNA,	SP	1/238,	fols.	72-73 1214

1381 Clemente Roger M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 1533-03-01 Felony In	the	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Clemente	was	named	as	having	entered	
for	felony,	about	a	quarter	of	a	year	before	(~early	Mar.	1533).

TNA,	SP	1/238,	fols.	72-73 1215

721 Clerk John Lincolnshire,	
Spalding

servant M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1530 1530-06-16 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Clerk	took	sanctuary	on	16	Jun.	1530	for	
debt.

SDSB,	198 650

772 Clerk John Derbyshire,	
Aston

clothier M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1538 1538-05-13 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Clerk	sought	sanctuary	on	13	May	1538	for	a	
debt	of	£85	that	a	certain	John	Phelyppes	owed	to	William	Penny,	gentleman	of	
"Scyarn,"	Dorset,	for	which	debt	Clerk	had	stood	as	surety.	

SDSB,	210 701

1781 Clerk William Northumberla
nd,	Newcastle	
upon	Tyne	[?]

hosier M Church-taking,	
Kent,	
Faversham,	St.	
Saviour

Taking	church
Abjuration

Dover 1401 1401-04-20 Asportation A	note	in	the	Faversham	town	records	that	Clerk	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	he	
had	committed	his	crime	(a	theft	of	goods	worth	2s)	in	Newcastle-upon-Tyne	in	
December	1400,	then	took	sanctuary	in	Faversham	and	abjured.

Kent	History	and	Library	
Centre,	MS	Fa/LC/1,	fol.	16r	
(calendar	on	TNA	Discovery)

1556

1576 Clifton Gervase knight M Tewkesbury	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1471 1471-05-04 Civil	war Clifton	was	amongst	the	Lancastrian	forces	at	the	battle	of	Tewkesbury	4	May	1471;	
according	to	Warkworth's	Chronicle,	upon	defeat	he	and	others	in	the	Lancastrian	
forces	sought	sanctuary	at	Tewkesbury	Abbey.	Edward	IV	initially	pardoned	them,	but	
then	rescinded	the	pardon	and	extracted	them	from	the	abbey	and	tried	and	
executed	them	all.

Warkworth,	Chronicle,	18-19 1122
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247 Cloce John Yorkshire,	
Grinton,	
Swaledale

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1514 1514-03-26 Debt Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Cloce	sought	sanctuary	on	26	Mar.	1514	for	
debt.

SDSB,	65 169

1589 Cobham Eleanor duchess	of	
Gloucester

F Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1441 1441-05-24 Treason Also	
necromancy

After	being	accused	of	imagining	the	king's	death	in	1441,	the	duchess	of	Gloucester	
sought,	but	was	denied	sanctuary	at	Westminster	by	a	council	of	bishops,	who	
rejected	her	claim	apparently	on	the	basis	that	sanctuary	was	unavailable	for	
witchcraft	and	treason.

John	Silvester	Davies,	ed.,	An	
English	Chronicle	of	the	
Reigns	of	Richard	II,	Henry	
IV,	Henry	V,	and	Henry	VI,	
Camden	Society	64	(London:	
J.	B.	Nichols,	1856),	57-58;	
Cox,	Sanctuaries,	58-59;	
Ralph	A.	Griffiths,	“The	Trial	
of	Eleanor	Cobham:	An	
Episode	in	the	Fall	of	Duke	
Humphrey	of	Gloucester,”	
Bulletin	of	the	John	Rylands	
Library	51,	no.	2	(1969):	388-
89

1377

1032 Cockeman William Kent,	
Middleton

M Colchester,	St.	
John's	Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1530 1530-07-08 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	8	Jul.	1530	at	Sittingbourne,	Kent,	over	the	body	of	John	Carter.	The	
jurors	reported	that	Cockeman	assaulted	and	killed	him,	and	then	fled	to	sanctuary	at	
Colchester	abbey.

TNA,	KB	9/514,	m.	73 925

1382 Cogan Joan F Westminster	
Abbey

Taking	church
Abjuration	to	
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 1532-12-01 Homicide In	the	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Cogan	was	named	as	having	entered	
sanctuary,	having	abjured	for	murder,	about	6	months	before	(late	1532	or	early	
1533).

TNA,	SP	1/238,	fols.	72-73 1216

98 Cok Edmund Cumbria,	
Kirkby	
Lonsdale

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1503 1503-09-04 Homicide Self-defence Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Cok	sought	sanctuary	on	4	Sept.	1503	
because	in	self-defence	he	wounded	a	certain	Adam,	a	Scot	(called	in	English	Adam	
Scott),	under	the	"schort	ribbez,"	with	a	dagger,	on	1	Aug.	1503.	Adam	died	soon	
after	from	the	wound.

SDSB,	37-38 88

1794 Cok Martin priest	 M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1470 Civil	war In	a	Chancery	bill,	Cok	explained	that	he	was	forced	to	take	sanctuary	at	St.	Martin	le	
Grand	during	the	readeption	of	Henry	VI,	"for	safeguard	of	his	life";	during	this	time,	
he	stayed	there,	"attending	upon	my	lord	Bourgchier	unto	the	time	that	our	said	
soverieign	lord	came	in	again."	[Neither	Henry	Bourgchier,	earl	of	Essex,	nor	his	
brother	Thomas,	archbishop	of	Canterbury,	were	themselves	in	sanctuary	during	this	
period,	according	to	the	ODNB.]

TNA,	C	1/46/163 1569

488 Cok Richard Nottinghamshi
re,	Newark	on	
Trent

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1484 1484-07-29 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Cok	sought	sanctuary	on	29	Jul.	1484	for	the	
death	of	a	certain	William	at	Newark,	killed	with	a	staff	on	19	July	1484.

SDSB,	152 430

606 Cok Robert Lincolnshire,	
Winteringham

physician M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1526 1526-04-26 Felony Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Robert	Cok	and	John	Colyne	sought	
sanctuary	on	26	Apr.	1526	for	suspicion	of	felony.

SDSB,	175 538

706 Cok William London	 brewer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1519 1519-06-06 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Cok	sought	sanctuary	on	6	Jun.	1519	for	
debt.

SDSB,	196 637

365 Coke John Yorkshire,	
York

chapman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1514 1514-10-03 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Coke	sought	sanctuary	at	Beverley	on	3	Oct.	
1514	for	debt.

SDSB,	126 313

Sanctuary Seekers in England, c. 1380-1550, ordered by seekers' names

30/05/17 46



Seeker	
ID

Surname First	
Name

Seeker	Place	
of	Origin

Seeker	
Occupation	
or	Status

Sex Sanctuary Sanctuary	Type Port	
Assigned

Year Date Seeker	
Reason

Seeker	
Reason	

Elaboration

	Summary	of	case Reference Case	
ID

987 Coke Michael Wiltshire,	
Trowbridge

yeoman M Church-taking,	
Cambridgeshire,	
Babraham

Taking	church
Abjuration

Lynn 1524 1524-07-02 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	2	Jul.	1524	at	Babraham,	Cambs.,	Huchon	and	Coke	
took	the	parish	church	of	St.	Peter	in	Babraham,	and	the	following	day	they	confessed	
to	the	coroner	that	on	24	Apr.	1524	at	Rochester,	Kent,	they	had	assaulted	an	
unknown	man	and	killed	him.	And	that	on	2	Apr.	1524	at	Salisbury	they	had	assaulted	
William	Huse,	gentleman,	and	murdered	him.	They	abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/503,	m.	58 884

946 Cokerell Henry Kent,	Leeds labourer M Church-taking,	
Norfolk,	
Salhouse	All	
Saints

Taking	church
Abjuration

Great	
Yarmouth

1521 1521-08-24 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	19	Aug.	1521	Cokerell	took	the	church	of	Salhouse	
All	Saints	in	Norfolk	and	on	24	Aug.	when	the	coroner	came	he	confessed	that	he	had	
killed	Thomas	Jowre	of	Leeds,	sawyer,	on	22	Jun.	1521.	He	abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/488,	m.	32 844

1698 Coket Edward London	 gentleman M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1504 1504-12-04 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	report	in	the	parish	of	St.	Mary	Magdalen	in	Old	Fish	Street,	
London,	4	Dec.	1504,	over	the	body	of	Thomas	Power	of	London,	mercer.	Jurors	
reported	that	on	3	Dec.	between	9	and	10	pm	in	the	parish	of	St.	Andrew	Holborn,	
Coket	feloniously	assaulted	Power,	giving	him	a	wound	from	which	he	died	in	the	
parish	of	St.	Mary	Magdalen	the	following	day.	Coket	fled	following	the	felony	to	
sanctuary	at	Westminster.	The	inquest	report	indicates	that	Coket	was	in	custody	in	
the	Marshalsea.

TNA,	KB	9/1062,	mm.	9-10	 1477

1292 Cokkis Robert tailor M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1525 Felony A	"certificate"	of	"persons	within	St.	Martin's	sanctuary,"	dated	13	Feb.	1525,	lists	
Robert	Cokkis,	tailor,	as	"seintuary	man	for	felony,"	saying	in	Cock	Alley	at	Simon	
Bright's	house.

TNA,	SP	1/33,	fol.	148	(L&P,	
4/1:473)

1127

237 Cokrell Thomas Yorkshire,	
Westerdale

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1517 1517-05-10 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Cokrell	sought	sanctuary	on	10	May	1517	
because	on	8	May	1517	on	the	Westerdale	moor	called	Shaw,	he	had	been	assaulted	
by	Christopher	Richardson	alias	Rowland,	and	struck	back	at	him,	stabbing	him	on	the	
left	part	of	his	neck	with	a	dagger,	from	which	wound	he	died	on	10	May.	

SDSB,	74-75 199

1624 Colfyn John Northamptons
hire,	
Northampton

M Taking	church
Abjuration

1402 Felony Record	on	patent	roll	that	Colfyn	was	pardoned	18	March	1402	for	"all	felonies	
committed	by	him,	except	treason,	murder,	and	rape,	and	of	all	abjuration	of	the	
realm	made	on	account	of	these."

CPR	1401-1406,	51 1405

1668 Colkyn Nicholas Warwickshire,	
Coventry

tailor M Beverley	
(abjuration	from	
Warwickshire,	
Coventry	
Whitefriars)

Taking	church
Abjuration	to	
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 1533-07-25 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	25	Jul.	1533	Colkyn	took	the	privilege	of	the	church	
of	St.	Mary	of	the	Carmelite	Friars	in	Coventry.	He	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	at	
Binley,	Warws.,	he	had	stolen	a	horse.	He	abjured	and	chose	Beverley.	He	is	not	in	
Beverley	sanctuary	register.

TNA,	KB	9/527,	m.	109 1451

1602 Colles John Huntingdonshi
re,	
Huntingdon

wool	
merchant;	
MP

M Beaulieu Chartered	
Sanctuary

1427 Debt Colles	was	named	in	a	parliamentary	petition	as	having	defrauded	creditors	in	a	
testamentary	dispute	and	then	retreating	to	sanctuary;	he	was	alleged	to	have	joined	
up	with	William	Wawe	(ID	#807)	[thus	presumably	at	Beaulieu?].	Rawcliffe,	his	History	
of	Parliament	biographer,	doubts	these	allegations,	however,	at	least	in	relation	to	
leading	gangs	of	felons;	he	himself	had	served	as	MP	in	four	parliaments	between	
1421	and	1425.

PROME,	1427-10	(4:321-22);	
Carole	Rawcliffe,	"Colles,	
John,"	HPO.

1385

223 Collyn John Yorkshire,	
Reeth,	
Richmond

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1516 1516-02-11 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Collyn	sought	sanctuary	on	11	Feb.	1516	
because	on	3	Feb.	he	had	lethally	and	feloniously	struck	Thomas	Busser	on	the	neck	
with	a	dagger,	giving	him	a	wound	from	which	he	died	five	days	later.

SDSB,	71 188
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79 Colson **** Durham,	
Wolsingham

M Durham Taking	church
Abjuration
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1497 1497-05-13 Asportation Seeks	
abjuration	of	
the	realm

Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	on	13	May	1497	[blank]	Colson	was	arrested	
for	theft	and	put	in	prison.	He	escaped	from	the	prison,	however,	and	fled	to	the	
cathedral	church	at	Durham	in	order	to	take	sanctuary,	and	while	he	stood	near	the	
tomb	of	St.	Cuthbert	he	asked	for	a	coroner	to	be	assigned	to	him.	Thus	a	coroner	
came	and	Colson	confessed	his	felony	and	abjured.	By	reason	of	this	confession	and	
abjuration	all	Colson's	gear	[ornamenta]	belonged	by	right	to	the	sacristan	of	the	
cathedral	church	and	his	office,	for	which	reason	Colson	was	enjoined	to	remove	his	
clothes	down	to	his	shirt	and	deliver	them	to	the	sacristan,	which	he	did	willingly,	and	
then	the	sacristan	gave	him	back	all	his	gear.	Afterwards	Colson	left	the	church	and	
was	delivered	to	the	nearest	constables	by	the	sheriff,	and	then	from	constable	to	
constable,	with	a	white	cross	made	of	wood,	as	a	"profugus,"	to	be	led	to	the	nearest	
seaport	to	take	a	ship	and	never	return.

SDSB,	30 70

269 Colson Ingram Northumberla
nd,	
Haltwhistle[?]

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1519 1519-07-01 Homicide Accessory Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Colson	sought	sanctuary	on	1	Jul.	1519	
because	he	had	been	personally	present	in	the	town	of	Haltwhistle	around	2	Feb.	
1517,	when	George	Craw	was	struck	in	the	stomach	by	a	certain	man	unknown	to	
him,	with	a	lancestaff,	giving	him	a	wound	from	which	he	died	10	days	later.	Although	
he	was	not	the	principal	[and	apparently	did	not	know	who	the	perpetrator	was]	he	
fears	that	"because	of	the	envy	of	his	enemies"	he	will	be	put	into	prison.

SDSB,	82 221

358 Colstayne Robert Yorkshire,	
Howden

tiler M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1510 1510-05-23 Security Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Colstayne	sought	sanctuary	on	23	May	1510	
for	security	of	his	body.

SDSB,	124 306

456 Colstone Robert Yorkshire,	
Kingston	upon	
Hull

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1499 1499-01-30 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Colstone	sought	sanctuary	on	30	Jan.	1499	
for	debt.

SDSB,	145 401

214 Colt **** Northumberla
nd,	Alnwick

shoemaker M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1515 1515-09-05 Escape	from	
custody

Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	[blank]	Colt	sought	sanctuary	on	5	Sept.	1515	
because	on	[blank]	day	of	the	month	[blank]	1515,	he	broke	out	of	a	certain	prison	in	
the	castle	called	Newgate	at	Newcastle	upon	Tyne,	together	with	others.

SDSB,	68 179

557 Colwell John Essex,	Walden M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1483 1483-01-14 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	John	and	Roger	Colwell	sought	sanctuary	on	
14	Jan.	1483	and	acknowledged	that	on	13	Nov.	1482	at	Walden	they	had	struck	John	
Semar,	labourer	of	Walden,	on	the	head,	John	with	a	bill	and	Roger	with	a	staff,	killing	
him.

SDSB,	166 492

558 Colwell Roger Essex,	Walden shoemaker M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1483 1483-01-14 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	John	and	Roger	Colwell	sought	sanctuary	on	
14	Jan.	1483	and	acknowledged	that	on	13	Nov.	1482	at	Walden	they	had	struck	John	
Semar,	labourer	of	Walden,	on	the	head,	John	with	a	bill	and	Roger	with	a	staff,	killing	
him.

SDSB,	166 492

1875 Coly Henry M Chartered	
Sanctuary

1531 In	a	Chancery	bill,	Henry	Garratson,	a	Dutchman	living	in	St.	Martin	le	Grand,	
complained	that	the	sanctuary's	constable,	Hugh	Payne,	harassed	him,	and	that	Henry	
Coly,	"sanctuary	man,"	participated	in	roughing	him	up.	The	Chancery	petition	dates	
from	between	1529	and	1532,	with	the	early	1530s	most	likely	as	a	date.

TNA,	C	1/636/18;	
McSheffrey,	SS ,	121

1642

447 Colyn Richard Yorkshire,	
Kingston	upon	

barber M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1498 1498-04-21 Homicide Accessory Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Colyn	sought	sanctuary	on	21	Apr.	1498,	
admitting	that	he	had	committed	homicide,	that	is	that	he	had	been	present	at	the	
death	of	[blank]	Scotton,	recently	killed	at	Kingston	on	18	Apr.

SDSB,	143 392

607 Colyne John Lincolnshire,	
Winteringham

tailor M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1526 1526-04-26 Felony Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Robert	Cok	and	John	Colyne	sought	
sanctuary	on	26	Apr.	1526	for	suspicion	of	felony.

SDSB,	175 538
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1208 Colynson John Yorkshire,	
Holme-on-
Spalding-Moor

yeoman M Ripon	
(abjuration	from	
York,	
Whitefriars)

Taking	church
Abjuration
Abjuration	to	Ch	
Sanctuary
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1534 1534-07-01 Asportation Also	
appealed	on	
a	murder,	
but	not	
confessed	to	
coroner

Coroner's	inquest	in	the	city	of	York	on	14	Mar.	1534	over	the	body	of	Amery	Burdett.	
The	jurors	found	that	Thomas	Savage	(ID	#1209)	and	John	Colynson	(ID	#1208)	
murdered	him,	and	others	were	indicted	as	accessories.	Savage	and	Colynson	were	
said	to	flee	to	the	Carmelite	friars	(Whitefriars)	church	in	York.	Coroner's	
memorandum	dated	1	Jul.	1534	(three	and	a	half	months	later?)	stated	that	Colynson	
took	the	church	of	the	Carmelites	in	the	city	of	York.	He	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	
on	20	Jun.	1528	he	had	broken	into	a	close	and	stolen	a	horse,	the	same	crime,	and	
the	same	date	although	different	regnal	year,	as	in	the	confession	of	Thomas	Savage.	
Both	Savage	and	Colynson	abjured	and	chose	Ripon.	Both	were	appealed	of	the	
murder	of	Amery	Burdett	by	Burdett's	widow	Katherine,	although	she	did	not	follow	
through	on	the	prosecution.	Savage	and	Colynson	were	both	outlawed	on	20	Sept.	
1535.	

TNA,	KB	9/529,	mm.	187,	
194;	KB	29/167,	m.	23;	KB	
29/168,	Outlawries,	m.	38d

1061

15 Colynson Robert Lancashire,	
Lancaster

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1480 1480-02-03 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	on	2	Feb.	1480	Colynson	sought	sanctuary	
because	on	2	Sept.	1479	at	Lancaster,	he	feloniously	beat	a	certain	Edmund	
Smerthwayt	with	a	clubstaff	on	his	head,	whence	Smerthwayt	instantly	died,	as	it	is	
said.

SDSB,	5 12

1850 Comforth Robert Yorkshire fishmonger M Church-taking,	
Nottinghamshire
,	Cotham	All	
Saints

Taking	church
Abjuration

Boston 1516 1516-08-22 Homicide Self-defence;	
also	theft

Coroner's	memorandum	that	at	Cotham,	Nottinghamshire,	on	22	Aug.	1516	Comforth	
took	the	parish	church	of	All	Saints	in	Cotham	(on	the	same	day	as	William	Holred,	ID	
#1687).	He	confessed	to	the	coroner	on	26	Aug.	that	on	30	Oct.	1515	he	had	stolen	
two	horses	at	Doncaster	belonging	to	Henry	Malteman	and	on	9	Oct.	1512	he	had	
killed	a	man	in	Derbyshire	in	self-defence;	and	on	22	Aug.	at	Grantham	he	had	broken	
out	of	prison	(together	with	Holred).	He	abjured.	

TNA,	KB	9/1002,	m.	21 1617

788 Comyn John London	 porter M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1401 1401-09-26 Homicide Accessory Coroner's	inquest	25	Sept.	1401	in	the	parish	of	St.	Michael	Queenhithe	in	London	
over	the	body	of	William	Walden,	porter.	The	jurors	reported	that	John	Curteys	killed	
Walden	in	a	quarrel	at	a	brewer's	house	in	Queenhithe	ward	over	a	game	of	
"tabellas."	When	a	man	sought	to	arrest	Curteys	for	the	homicide	and	take	him	to	the	
sheriff's	prison,	the	brewer	(Roger	Rowner)	objected	that	no	one	should	interfere	
with	his	house	and	feloniously	hid	Curteys.	Subsequently	Rowner	allowed	Curteys	to	
escape	in	the	company	of	a	certain	John	Comyn,	porter,	and	both	Curteys	and	Comyn	
ran	to	the	sanctuary	at	Westminster.	

TNA,	KB	9/187,	mm	49-50 714

1200 Con Robert Derbyshire,	
Chesterfield

brickmaker M Beverley	
(abjuration	from	
Nottinghamshire
,	Newark	St.	
Mary	Magdalen)

Taking	church
Abjuration	to	
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 1533-01-15 Felony Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	15	Jan.	1533	Con	took	the	church	of	St.	Mary	
Magdalen	at	Newark	and	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	10	Jan.	1533	he	had	
broken	into	the	close	of	Ellen	Bristowe	at	Malebeck	[Maplebeck?],	Notts.,	and	stole	
two	head	of	cattle	worth	30s,	and	took	them	to	Newark	and	sold	them	there.	Abjured	
and	chose	Beverley.

TNA,	KB	9/525,	m.	121;	KB	
29/166,	m.	22d

1447

683 Connyers John Cambridgeshir
e,	Ely

barber M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

nd	
(temp.	
Hen.	
VIII)

Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Connyers	sought	sanctuary	on	10	Mar.	[?]	
Hen.	VIII,	for	debt.

SDSB,	190 614

761 Constable Richard Lincolnshire,	
Tealby

yeoman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1535 1535-12-23 Felony Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Constable	sought	sanctuary	on	23	Dec.	1535	
for	felony.

SDSB,	207 690

1723 Constable	
alias	Walker

Richard Yorkshire,	
Beverley

baker M Church-taking,	
Oxfordshire,	
Cropredy

Taking	church
Abjuration

Southampt
on

1517 1517-09-19 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	at	Cropredy,	Oxon.,	on	19	Sept.	1517,	Richard	Constable	
alias	Walker;	William	Bryggys;	Thomas	Hogeson;	and	Thomas	Abromell	fled	to	the	
parish	church	at	Cropredy.	They	confessed	that	the	previous	day	they	had	together	
broken	into	the	close	and	house	of	Thomas	Debeson	of	Stanford,	Oxon.,	and	
assaulted	him,	stealing	46s	8d	in	money.	They	all	abjured,	all	being	assigned	the	same	
port.	

TNA,	KB	9/967,	m.	35 1506

Sanctuary Seekers in England, c. 1380-1550, ordered by seekers' names

30/05/17 49



Seeker	
ID

Surname First	
Name

Seeker	Place	
of	Origin

Seeker	
Occupation	
or	Status

Sex Sanctuary Sanctuary	Type Port	
Assigned

Year Date Seeker	
Reason

Seeker	
Reason	

Elaboration

	Summary	of	case Reference Case	
ID

1814 Constantyne Ralph London	 M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1488 Debt In	a	Chancery	bill,	Ralph	Constantyne's	widow	Joan	indicates	that	her	husband,	while	
in	sanctuary	at	Westminster,	had	enfeoffed	his	property	in	London	and	provided	her	a	
jointure	in	his	will,	but	that	after	Ralph's	death	Joan's	brother	John	Broun	had	
maliciously	stolen	the	deeds.	John	Stow	(Survey,	ed.	Kingsford,	2:110),	indicates	that	
"Ralph	Constantine,	gentleman"	was	buried	in	the	Chapter	House	of	Westminster	
Abbey.	Year	approximate,	based	on	the	reference	in	the	Chancery	bill	to	the	recent	
death	of	one	of	the	feoffees,	John	Hawes,	a	justice	in	the	court	of	Common	Pleas,	
which	occurred	in	1489,	with	the	sanctuary-seeking	preceding	this.	(Baker,	Men,	838-
39.)

TNA,	C	1/89/23 1588

1501 Conway Nicholas Wales,	
Caernarfon

knight M Church-taking,	
Surrey,	
Bermondsey

Taking	church 1438 1438-05-03 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	records	that	Conway	fled	to	the	church	of	St.	Saviour	in	
Bermondsey	3	May	1438,	and	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	30	April	1431	he	had	
killed	Robert	Bowdon	of	Ireland,	gentleman,	in	Bread	Street	in	London.	An	entry	in	
the	King's	Bench	Controlment	roll	indicates	that	around	this	time	he	had	been	
arrested	in	Westminster	Hall	for	trespasses	and	felonies	and	was	in	the	Marshal's	
custody,	but	had	escaped	--	presumably	fleeing	to	Bermondsey.	On	8	May	1440	an	
entry	on	the	patent	roll	indicates	he	was	pardoned	for	all	offences	committed	before	
1	Feb.	1440.	Then	on	2	May	1441,	a	coroner's	inquest	over	the	body	of	Peter	Broun	in	
London	accused	Conway	of	the	killing,	saying	that	Conway	attacked	Master	Thomas	
Frank,	a	physician,	and	when	Peter	Broun	came	to	Frank's	aid,	Conway	killed	him.	
Conway	fled	following	that	slaying.

KB	29/71,	m.	16d;	TNA,	KB	
9/230B,	m.	145;	CPR	1436-
1441,	398;	TNA,	KB	9/236,	
m.	14	

1322

1718 Conye John Lincolnshire,	
Kirkby

labourer M Church-taking,	
Lincolnshire,	
Ashby

Taking	church 1512 1512-01-20 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	at	Kirkby,	Lincs.,	on	20	Jan.	1512,	over	the	body	of	John	Cokson,	age	
nine.	Jurors	report	that	John	Conye	had	assaulted	Cokson	with	a	hand	spade	and	
thrown	him	on	his	head,	killing	him	immediately.	Conye	fled	to	the	church	of	Ashby	
and	sought	the	privilege	of	sanctuary	there,	where	he	remained	still	at	the	time	of	the	
inquest.

TNA,	KB	9/964,	m.	19 1501

1721 Cook John Yorkshire,	
Sewerby

yeoman M Yorkshire,	
Flamborough

Taking	church
Ambiguous

1517 1517-10-22 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	at	Sewerby,	East	Riding,	Yorks.,	on	5	Nov.	1517	over	the	body	of	
Thomas	Stowpes	of	Sewerby,	labourer.	The	jurors	reported	that	Cook	assaulted	
Stowpes	on	22	Oct.,	giving	him	a	wound	from	which	he	died	three	days	later.	They	
also	reported	that	after	the	felony	he	fled	to	sanctuary	at	Flaynburgh,	presumably	
nearby	Flamborough.

TNA,	KB	9/967,	m.	12 1504

68 Cook Thomas Somerset,	
Bridgewater

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1496 1496-02-06 Homicide Also	theft Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Cook	took	sanctuary	on	6	Feb.	1496	for	the	
homicide	of	David	[blank],	servant	of	the	Lord	of	Aldeley	[James	Tuchet,	Lord	
Audley?],	mutilating	him	and	amputating	his	right	hand,	for	which	deed	Cook,	fearing	
the	very	powerful	lord	and	also	David's	friends,	took	flight	on	a	horse	that	was	at	that	
time	stabled	with	his	master,	John	Drew,	for	a	certain	[blank]	Paynter	of	York.	He	thus	
seeks	sanctuary	for	both	the	homicide	and	the	horse	theft.	See	also	Thomas	Cooke,	ID	
#423.

SDSB,	27 62

741 Cooke George Lincolnshire	 M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 1533-07-22 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Cooke	sought	sanctuary	at	Beverley	on	22	
Jul.	1533	for	murder.

SDSB,	203 670

219 Cooke James Yorkshire,	
Kirkby	
Ravensworth,	
Richmond

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1515 1515-10-03 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Cooke	sought	sanctuary	on	3	Oct.	1515	
because	on	8	Sept.	1515	at	"Crakberylez"	within	the	lordship	of	Ravensworth,	he	
lethally	struck	Oliver	Messenger	on	the	head	with	a	pikestaff,	from	which	wound	
Messenger	died	four	days	later.	

SDSB,	70 184
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1652 Cooke John Yorkshire M Ripon Chartered	
Sanctuary

1540 Homicide Helmholz	cites	a	marriage	case	in	the	archiepiscopal	court	of	York	in	1540,	where	the	
veracity	of	a	witness	was	impugned	because	he	had	taken	sanctuary	at	Ripon	for	
murdering	his	wife.	(Helmholz's	reference:	Malthous	c.	Sele	(1540),	Borthwick	
Institute,	CPG	3272)

R.	H.	Helmholz,	The	Ius	
Commune	in	England:	Four	
Studies	(Oxford:	Oxford	
University	Press,	2001),	20n

1433

432 Cooke Thomas Suffolk,	Monk	
Soham

gentleman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1496 1496-02-12 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Cooke	sought	sanctuary	on	12	Feb.	1496	for	
the	homicide	of	Humphrey	Dalbot.	Although	the	places	of	origin	are	different	and	the	
victims	had	different	names,	it	is	just	possible	that	this	is	the	same	Thomas	Cook	as	ID	
#68,	who	sought	sanctuary	at	Beverley	six	days	before.

SDSB,	140 377

1383 Cooke William M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 1532-12-01 Homicide In	the	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Cooke	was	named	as	having	entered	
sanctuary	for	murder,	about	6	months	before	(late	1532	or	early	1533).

TNA,	SP	1/238,	fols.	72-73 1217

740 Cooke	or	
Kuke

Thomas Yorkshire,	
North	Cave

labourer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 1533-06-23 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	21	Jun.	1533	over	the	body	of	Robert	Fythe.	The	jurors	reported	
that	Cooke	(Kuke)	had	attacked	Fythe,	giving	him	a	wound	from	which	he	died	on	the	
same	day.	Cooke	immediately	fled	to	the	sanctuary	at	St.	John's,	Beverley.	Beverley	
sanctuary	register	records	that	Cooke	sought	sanctuary	on	23	Jun.	1533	for	the	
murder	-	making	this	a	rare	match-up	in	the	1530s	records	between	the	King's	Bench	
records	and	Beverley	sanctuary	register	on	a	sanctuary	seeker.

TNA,	KB	9/525,	m.	73;	SDSB,	
203

669

1626 Copeman Alexander M Taking	church
Abjuration

1405 Felony Patent	roll	records	that	Copeman	was	pardoned	in	1405	for	felonies	etc.,	for	
abjuration,	and	for	being	in	realm	without	licence	after	abjuration.

CPR	1405-08,	102 1407

799 Corbet Thomas London	 gentleman M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1418 1418-07-12 Escape	from	
custody

Middlesex	jurors	present	that	Corbet	had	been	in	the	custody	of	John	Bampton,	
deputy	of	William	Bradwardyn,	esq.,	marshal	of	the	Marshalsea	prison,	to	answer	
Matthew	Preston's	trespass	suit,	but	that	a	Lombard	named	Alexander	Jon	of	London	
machinated	to	procure	Corbet's	escape,	on	12	July	1418,	and	he	fled	to	sanctuary	at	
Westminster.	

TNA,	KB	9/211,	m.	10 725

968 Corbett Peter Oxfordshire,	
Oxford

tanner M Church-taking,	
Hertfordshire,	
Hertford	All	
Saints

Taking	church
Abjuration

Dover 1525 1525-11-26 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	26	Nov.	1525	Corbett	took	the	church	of	All	Saints	in	
Hertford.	He	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	10	Jun.	1524	he	and	others	had	
assaulted	John	Brangen	at	Bassett's	Cross	in	Lancashire,	killing	him	and	stealing	his	
gelding	with	saddle	and	bridle,	along	with	some	money.	He	abjured.	Note	that	
Corbett	was	one	of	seven	men	who	took	sanctuary	in	Hertford	parish	churches	on	the	
same	day,	each	of	whom	had	been	involved	in	different	felonies,	suggesting	that	they	
had	all	broken	out	of	a	gaol	(Hertford	Castle?)	while	awaiting	trial.

TNA,	KB	9/501/1,	m.	87 866

723 Corbett William Norfolk,	Lynn tailor M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1531 1531-02-22 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Corbett	sought	sanctuary	on	23	Jan.	1531	for	
murder.

SDSB,	199 652

730 Cornevell Gilbert Yorkshire,	
Beverley

fishmonger M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1530 1530-08-10 False	coining Also	felony Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Cornevell	sought	sanctuary	on	10	Aug.	1530	
for	a	felony	committed	at	Kirkelly,	Yorks.,	and	because	he	engaged	in	false	coining,	
and	"for	other	reasons."

SDSB,	200 659
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1068 Cornwall George London	and	
Berrington,	
Hereford

gentleman M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 1533-03-04 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	4	Mar.	1533	in	the	parish	of	St.	Sepulchre,	London,	over	the	body	of	
John	Ode	alias	Wode,	serjeant	of	the	mace.	The	jurors	reported	that	on	28	Feb.	1533,	
Cornwall	assaulted	him,	with	malice	aforethought,	and	gave	him	a	wound	from	which	
Ode	perished	on	3	Mar.	John	Stoughton	was	named	as	having	aided	and	abetted	
Cornwall.	The	jurors	reported	that	both	Cornwall	and	Stoughton	fled	to	sanctuary	at	
Westminster,	and	the	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	census	duly	lists	them	both	as	
having	entered	about	early	March,	for	murder.	Ode's	widow	appealed	Cornwall	for	
the	murder	in	Easter	term	1533,	but	her	suit	evidently	did	not	proceed,	as	a	pardon	
for	the	murder	was	issued	for	Cornwall	in	May	1534.	It	took	until	Michaelmas	1537,	
however,	for	Cornwall	to	present	the	pardon	in	King's	Bench	for	the	murder,	
indicating	perhaps	some	delay	in	his	gathering	of	funds	to	pay	a	fine.	Cornwall	went	
on	to	be	MP	for	Herefordshire	in	1539,	was	sheriff	for	the	county	in	1547-8	and	1559-
60,	justice	of	the	peace,	and	served	the	crown	in	a	number	of	other	capacities.	He	
was	knighted	in	1544-45,	following	the	French	campaign	of	1544.	Note	that	he	was	
the	son	and	heir	of	Sir	Richard	Cornwall,	for	whom	there	was	also	a	history	of	
aristocratic	violence	mitigated	by	pardon	and	sanctuary:	Richard	Cornwall	he	was	
indicted	as	accessory	for	a	murder	in	1513,	for	which	he	received	a	pardon;	at	least	
two	of	the	co-accused	in	that	case	--	John	Raynsford	(ID	#1775)	and	Maurice	Gryffyn,	
alias	Walshman	(ID	#1778),	who	were	indicted	as	principals	in	the	felony	--	had	
sought	sanctuary	before	they	too	received	pardons.

TNA,	KB	9/523,	mm.	105-6;	
KB	27/1087,	plea	m.	17;	KB	
27/1105,	rex	m.	2;	TNA,	KB	
29/166,	m.	i,	1;	SP	1/67,	fol.	
84	(L&P,	5:208);	SP	1/238,	
fols.	72-73;	A.	J.	Edwards,	
"Cornwall,	George,"	HPO;	
McSheffrey,	SS ,	181-84,	194

948

1336 Costrowe	
alias	
Trownsloaw
e

Philip Ireland M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 Felony In	the	1532	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Costrowe	(labelled	"Iryshmane")	was	
named	as	having	entered	for	felony.

TNA,	SP	1/70,	fol.	133 1170

1720 Cotenall Richard Hampshire,	
Bishop's	
Waltham

horsekeeper M Beaulieu Chartered	
Sanctuary

1514 1514-12-17 Homicide Self-defence Coroner's	inquest	at	Bishop's	Waltham	within	the	liberty	of	the	bishop	of	Winchester	
in	Hampshire	on	17	Jan.	1515,	over	the	body	of	Edmund	Kylgroff	of	Waltham,	
horsekeeper.	The	jurors	reported	that	on	17	Dec.	1514	Kylgroff	had	assaulted	and	
"made	affray"	on	Richard	Cotenall.	Cotenall	fled	from	him	until	he	came	to	a	great	
wall	which	he	could	not	climb,	and	thus	it	was	in	self	defence	that	he	struck	Edmund	
with	a	knife	and	gave	him	a	great	wound	from	which	Edmund	died	on	18	Dec.	[Note	
that	it	took	a	month	to	convene	the	inquest.]	Cotenall	fled	to	Beaulieu	Abbey	in	
Hampshire	immediately	following.

TNA,	KB	9/966,	m.	60 1503

111 Cotes Ralph Yorkshire,	
Thirkleby

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1504 1504-10-01 Homicide Accessory Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Cotes	sought	sanctuary	on	[...]	Oct.	1504	
because	he	was	present	when	Ralph	Fynche	assaulted	William	Seill	of	Bagby,	York	
diocese,	in	early	May	1503.	Fynche	struck	Seill	with	a	club	on	the	arm,	and	killed	him.

SDSB,	40-41 97

336 Cotese Thomas Warwickshire,	
Chesterton[?]	

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1502 1502-05-25 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Cotese	sought	sanctuary	on	25	May	1502	for	
debt.

SDSB,	119 284

110 Couk Henry Westmorland,	
Kendal	Holy	
Trinity

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1504 1504-06-30 Homicide Accessory Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Warener	and	Couk,	on	30	Jun.	1504	sought	
sanctuary	because,	following	an	assault	on	the	two	men	made	by	Christopher	Man	of	
Whitwell	in	Kendall	at	"Petmoss"	on	10	Jun.	1504,	Warener	struck	Man	on	the	head	
with	a	flat	club,	killing	him,	Couk	being	present.

SDSB,	40 96
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1126 Couper	or	
Cowper

Richard Sussex,	
Ticehurst

weaver M Church-taking,	
Surrey,	
Southwark,	St.	
Mary	Overey

Taking	church 1504 1504-03-22 Felony Two	constables	in	the	London	city	jurisdiction	in	Southwark,	John	Rogerson	of	
Southwark,	tailor,	and	John	Laurence	of	Southwark,	cooper,	were	indicted	for	
permitting	the	escape	of	two	men,	John	Sampyre	and	Richard	Couper,	who	had	fled	
to	sanctuary	at	the	church	of	St.	Mary	Overey	in	Southwark.	On	22	Mar.	1504	
Sampyre	and	Couper	had	taken	the	church,	and	the	following	day	before	John	
Couper,	coroner,	and	in	the	presence	of	Rogerson	and	Laurence,	they	had	indicated	
that	they	sought	sanctuary	but	that	they	would	not	abjure	at	that	moment,	instead	
waiting	for	their	forty	days	to	expire.	They	were,	however,	in	fact	"scheming	to	
escape."	On	24	Mar.,	they	in	fact	did	escape,	due	to	the	defective	vigilance	of	the	two	
constables.	

TNA,	KB	9/438,	m.	86;	KB	
27/985,	rex	m.	6

992

1582 Courtenay Walter Esquire M Tewkesbury	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1471 1471-05-04 Civil	war Courtenay	was	amongst	the	Lancastrian	forces	at	the	battle	of	Tewkesbury	4	May	
1471;	according	to	Warkworth's	Chronicle,	upon	defeat	he	and	others	in	the	
Lancastrian	forces	sought	sanctuary	at	Tewkesbury	Abbey.	Edward	IV	initially	
pardoned	them,	but	then	rescinded	the	pardon	and	extracted	them	from	the	abbey	
and	tried	and	executed	them	all.

Warkworth,	Chronicle,	18-19 1122

904 Courtenay	
alias	Evan

George Hampshire,	
Romsey

gentleman,	
merchant

M Church-taking,	
Lincolnshire,	
Caistor,	SS	Peter	
and	Paul

Taking	church
Abjuration

Kingston	
upon	Hull

1514 1514-04-11 Asportation Also	burglary Coroner's	memorandum	at	Caistor	in	Lincs.	on	11	Apr.	1514,	that	Courtenay	took	the	
parish	church	of	the	Holy	Apostles	Peter	and	Paul	in	Caistor.	He	confessed	to	the	
coroner	that	on	9	Jan.	1513	at	Longludford,	Lincs.,	he	had	broken	into	John	Warner's	
house	and	stolen	a	horse	and	£4	in	money.	He	also	admitted	to	having	robbed	a	man	
on	13	Oct.	1512	at	Walop	in	Hampshire	and	taken	£8	from	him.	He	abjured,	but	in	
1516	he	was	caught	in	the	realm	and	pleaded	clergy.	According	to	the	1533	
Westminster	sanctuary,	he	had	remained	"in	the	convicte	house"	for	seventeen	
years;	soon	after	that,	however,	he	received	a	pardon,	dated	16	Oct.	1533.

TNA,	KB	9/467,	mm.	89-90;	
KB	27/1020,	rex	m.	9;	KB	
27/1089,	rex	m.	1;	SP	1/238,	
fols.	72-73

812

1319 Cowlard John mercer M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 Debt In	the	1532	and	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	censuses,	Cowlard	was	named	as	having	
entered	for	debt.

TNA,	SP	1/70,	fol.	133;	SP	
1/238,	fols.	72-73

1153

926 Cowley John London	 yeoman M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1518 Treason Also	heresy At	an	oyer	and	terminer	at	Southwark,	16-19	Feb.	1518,	John	Cowley	was	charged	
along	with	others	of	treasonous	plots	against	the	king	and	Wolsey,	as	well	as	heresy.	
Caryll	reported	on	this	case,	noting	that	Cowley	(named	in	Caryll's	report	as	"Walter"	
Cowley)	was	extracted	from	SMLG	and	pleaded	sanctuary,	without	pleading	to	the	
felony.	Although	the	KB	27	record	does	not	indicate	the	result,	the	KB	9/475/2	record	
indicates	that	Cowley's	sanctuary	plea	was	rejected	because	he	was	also	charged	with	
heresy,	and	those	charged	with	opinions	repugnant	to	holy	church	cannot	claim	the	
privilege	of	holy	church.	Thus	he	was	given	the	traitor's	death	of	drawing,	hanging,	
quartering,	without	his	case	being	put	to	a	jury.	

TNA,	KB	9/475/2,	mm.	1-2;	
KB	27/1047,	rex	m.	8;	Baker,	
Caryll's	Reports,	2:693-95.

824

232 Cowper	or	
Couper

James Northumberla
nd,	Angerton,	
Hartburn

husbandman M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1516 1516-09-08 Homicide Accessory Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	John	and	James	Couper	sought	sanctuary	on	8	
Sept.	1516	because	John	Lambe	had	assaulted	John	Couper	on	20	Aug.	1516	near	the	
cemetery	of	the	parish	church	of	Hartburn,	and	John	Couper	thus	struck	Lambe	on	
the	right	side	of	his	chest	with	a	lance,	from	which	wound	Lambe	died	the	next	day.	
James	Couper	sought	sanctuary	as	accessory.

SDSB,	73 194

231 Cowper	or	
Couper

John Northumberla
nd,	Angerton,	
Hartburn

husbandman M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1516 1516-09-08 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	John	and	James	Couper	sought	sanctuary	on	8	
Sept.	1516	because	John	Lambe	had	assaulted	John	Couper	on	20	Aug.	1516	near	the	
cemetery	of	the	parish	church	of	Hartburn,	and	John	Couper	thus	struck	Lambe	on	
the	right	side	of	his	chest	with	a	lance,	from	which	wound	Lambe	died	the	next	day.	
James	Couper	sought	sanctuary	as	accessory.

SDSB,	73 194
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1497 Cowper	or	
Couper

Nicholas Warwickshire,	
Coventry

barber M Church-taking,	
Warwickshire,	
Coventry,	
Cathedral

Taking	church 1435 1435-06-28 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum,	28	Jun.	1435,	that	two	brothers,	Gregory	and	Nicholas	
Couper	alias	Barbour,	took	church	at	Coventry	cathedral	and	confessed	to	the	
coroners	that	they	had	burgled	the	chambers	of	Robert	Laomens[?],	suffragan	bishop	
of	Coventry.	They	asked	for	the	church's	immunity	but	the	record	does	not	indicate	
abjuration.	A	later	indictment,	dated	1	August	1435,	of	the	Coventry	cathedral	prior	
and	monks	of	the	cathedral	chapter	by	Robert	Saxton,	Nicholas's	employer,	suggests	
that	Nicholas	was	"imprisoned"	by	those	clerics,	who	had	forcibly	taken	him	out	of	
Saxton's	service	and	held	him	from	18	June	until	at	least	1	Aug.	1435.

TNA,	KB	9/227/1,	m.	31 1318

1138 Cowper	or	
Couper

Richard London	 yeoman M Church-taking,	
Middlesex,	
Westminster,	St.	
Mary	le	Strand

Taking	church 1516 1516-01-30 Asportation Middlesex	jurors	presented	in	February	1516	that	Robert	Favell	(alias	Savell	-	see	ID	
#1134),	Robert	Dodde,	Richard	Cowper,	and	Thomas	Horneclyff,	all	yeomen	of	
London,	common	and	public	thieves,	had	on	29	Jan.	1516	robbed	Thomas	Reed	and	
George	Chalcott	at	Bagshot	in	Surrey,	stealing	a	horse	and	£20.	They	fled	from	there	
and	on	30	Jan.	came	to	the	church	of	St.	Mary	le	Strand	with	the	goods.	Chalcott	and	
others	followed	them	to	St.	Mary	le	Strand	and	seized	the	stolen	goods	from	them.	
The	sheriffs	were	thus	commanded	to	arrest	them.	The	following	day	Dodde,	Cowper,	
and	Horneclyff	appeared	at	King's	Bench,	and	each	pleaded	sanctuary,	indicating	that	
they	had	taken	church	on	30	Jan.,	confessed	to	the	coroner,	and	remained	there	until	
they	were	seized	by	the	marshal	of	the	Marshalsea	on	8	Feb.	The	king's	attorney	
argued	that	they	could	not	have	sanctuary	because	they	were	"common	and	
notorious	thieves";	the	justices	summoned	the	bishop	of	London	to	explain	the	
"ecclesiastical	law"	on	the	case.	From	term	to	term,	however,	the	bishop	did	not	
appear,	and	in	the	meantime	Cowper	died	in	prison.	The	case	has	no	conclusion	on	
record.	The	question	of	whether	such	common	thieves	could	have	the	privilege	was	
also	discussed	at	the	king's	council	several	days	before	the	men	were	seized	from	the	
church.

TNA,	KB	27/1018,	rex	m.	11;	
BL,	Lansdowne	639,	King's	
Council	in	Star	Chamber,	
1516,	fols.	44v-45r

1002

859 Cowper	or	
Couper

Thomas Surrey,	
Southwark

yeoman M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1491 1491-02-12 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	in	the	parish	of	St.	Olave,	Southwark,	on	London	Bridge,	on	12	Feb.	
1491,	over	the	body	of	John	Couper.	Jurors	found	that	on	that	same	day	John	Lucas	
alias	Gardener	and	Thomas	Couper	had	assaulted	John	Couper,	each	of	them	giving	
him	a	blow	that	individually	would	have	killed	him,	and	from	which	he	immediately	
died.	Afterwards	they	both	fled	to	St.	Martin	le	Grand	taking	their	weapons	with	
them.	A	writ	dated	10	Oct.	1491	called	this	inquest	up	to	King's	Bench.

TNA,	KB	9/391,	mm.	31-32 770

1664 Cowper	or	
Couper

Thomas Kent,	
Canterbury

butcher M Church-taking,	
Kent,	
Canterbury	St.	
Mary	de	Castro

Taking	church 1531 1531-03-04 Homicide Self-defence At	the	Canterbury	peace	sessions	26	Mar.	1531,	Thomas	Cowper	was	asked	to	answer	
to	an	indictment	for	homicide,	and	he	claimed	that	the	killing	had	been	in	self-
defence	following	a	game	of	bowls.	For	fear	of	arrest	he	had	fled	to	the	cemetery	of	
St.	Mary	de	Castro,	on	4	Mar.	1531.	He	pleaded	sanctuary.	The	case	went	up	to	King's	
Bench	but	the	controlment	roll	for	Trinity	1532	indicates	that	he	died	in	prison	before	
the	case	could	be	heard	there.	

TNA,	KB	9/520,	m.	88 1445

1496 Cowper	or	
Couper	alias	
Barbour

Gregory Warwickshire,	
Coventry

servant M Church-taking,	
Warwickshire,	
Coventry,	
Cathedral

Taking	church 1435 1435-06-28 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum,	28	Jun.	1435,	that	two	brothers,	Gregory	and	Nicholas	
Couper	alias	Barbour,	took	church	at	Coventry	cathedral	and	confessed	to	the	
coroners	that	they	had	burgled	the	chambers	of	Robert	Laomens[?],	suffragan	bishop	
of	Coventry.	They	asked	for	the	church's	immunity	but	the	record	does	not	indicate	
abjuration.	A	later	indictment,	dated	1	August	1435,	of	the	Coventry	cathedral	prior	
and	monks	of	the	cathedral	chapter	by	Robert	Saxton,	Nicholas's	employer,	suggests	
that	Nicholas	was	"imprisoned"	by	those	clerics,	who	had	forcibly	taken	him	out	of	
Saxton's	service	and	held	him	from	18	June	until	at	least	1	Aug.	1435.

TNA,	KB	9/227/1,	m.	31 1318

89 Cowpland Richard Cumbria,	
Egremont

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1502 1502-08-12 Homicide Self-defence Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Cowpland	sought	sanctuary	on	12	Aug.	1502,	
acknowledging	that	in	1490	he	had	assaulted	John	Coltman	also	of	Egremont	in	self-
defence,	stabbing	him	in	the	chest,	from	which	wound	Coltman	immediately	died.

SDSB,	35 80
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1514 Coydon John M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1463 Middlesex	jurors	presented	that	Coydon	was	amongst	"diverse	other	persons	living	
within	the	sanctuary"	who	had	heard	Nicholas	Bowyer	exhorting	them	to	"rise	up	
against	beneficed	priests	and	by	war	to	destroy	and	kill	them	and	take	all	their	
goods."	Bowyer	was	indicted	for	spreading	heresy	both	within	the	sanctuary	and	in	
counties	around	London	(his	mobility	suggests	Bowyer	was	not	himself	a	sanctuary	
man).

TNA,	KB	9/306,	m.	15 1333

47 Cradoke John Yorkshire,	
Hunderthwait
e

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1491 1491-03-03 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Cradoke	sought	sanctuary	on	3	Mar.	1491	
because	at	Hunderthwaite	he	had	stabbed	John	Balys	in	the	right	side	with	a	dagger,	
killing	him	immediately.	

SDSB,	18 42

198 Crag William Yorkshire,	
North	or	South	
Cave,	Brough

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1512 1512-12-16 Asportation Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Crag	sought	sanctuary	on	16	[Dec.	-	month	
blank	in	register]	1512	because,	along	with	others,	he	had	feloniously	stolen	many	
horses	and	mares,	25	altogether,	near	Cave;	in	addition,	in	a	certain	park	near	Airton	
by	York,	he	stole	three	other	horses.	

SDSB,	63 164

1295 Craker Thomas M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1525 Homicide A	"certificate"	of	"persons	within	St.	Martin's	sanctuary,"	dated	13	Feb.	1525,	lists	
Thomas	Craker,	in	sanctuary	for	murder,	as	lodging	in	Cock	Alley.

TNA,	SP	1/33,	fol.	148	(L&P,	
4/1:473)

1130

1534 Crampete Roger Hampshire,	
Havant

yeoman M Church-taking,	
Hampshire,	
Bedhampton	St.	
Nicholas

Taking	church 1494 1494-10-06 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	at	Havant,	Hants.,	on	11	Oct.	1494	over	the	body	of	Thomas	
Kentysh	of	Southwick,	Hants.	Jurors	found	that	Crampete	had	assaulted	him	on	6	Oct.	
1494,	giving	him	a	mortal	wound	from	which	he	died	two	days	later.	Following	the	
felony	Crampete	immediately	fled	to	the	church	of	St.	Nicholas	in	Bedhampton.	A	
note	on	the	report	indicates	it	was	handed	up	to	King's	Bench	in	the	first	week	of	
Lent,	1495.

TNA,	KB	9/405,	m.	8	 1350

1176 Crane Roger London	 smith M Church-taking,	
Cambridgeshire

Taking	church
Abjuration

1529 Felony The	King's	Bench	controlment	roll	for	Michaelmas	1529	has	a	record	that	Crane	
abjured	for	felony	and	trespass	(no	indictment	found).

TNA,	KB	29/161,	m.	28d 1036

873 Crayford John Middlesex,	
Westminster

yeoman M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1503 1503-02-10 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	report	at	Westminster,	within	the	abbot's	liberty,	on	10	Feb.	1503,	
over	the	body	of	William	Smyth	of	Westminster,	waterman.	The	jurors	reported	that	
around	3	pm	Crayford	stabbed	Smyth	in	the	chest	with	a	knife,	immediately	killing	
him.	Crayford	fled	to	Westminster	sanctuary	following	the	deed,	with	the	knife	in	his	
hands.

TNA,	KB	9/431,	m.	110 783

1802 Creymer John Kent,	
Canterbury

M Church-taking,	
Kent,	
Canterbury,	Holy	
Cross

Taking	church 1472 In	a	Chancery	petition,	Thomas	Wodell	of	Canterbury	indicates	that	Creymer,	who	
had	been	imprisoned	on	several	plaints	of	trespass	and	debt,	had	broken	out	of	
prison	and	then	taken	church	at	the	church	of	Holy	Cross	at	Westgate,	Canterbury.	
William	Saxton	and	other	misgoverned	people	breached	the	sanctuary	to	drag	him	
out,	but	"the	parish	of	the	said	church	...	rescued	the	said	John."	Year	approximate	
(range	1467-1472).	

TNA,	C	1/46/471 1576

1708 Crippis William Sussex,	Rye fisher M City	of	Norwich	
(Abjuration	from	
Buckinghamshir
e,	Bledlow)

Taking	church
Abjuration	to	
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1541 1541-06-23 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	23	Jun.	1541	at	Bledlow,	Bucks.,	that	Crippis	had	taken	the	
parish	church	at	Bledlow.	He	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	20	Jun.	1541	he	had	
stolen	a	horse	at	Stratton	Audeley,	Oxon.,	from	one	Thomas	Kyng.	He	abjured,	was	
branded,	and	the	coroner	assigned	Crippis	(with	his	consent)	the	liberty	of	the	City	of	
Norwich.

TNA,	KB	9/550,	m.	52;	
McSheffrey,	SS ,	196

1491
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1603 Croft Thomas Ranger	of	
king's	forests

M Bewdley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1491 Homicide A	bill	of	forfeiture	was	presented	in	parliament	in	October	1491,	in	which	it	was	
stated	that	Croft	had	committed	murder	while	with	the	king's	progress	through	
Wales.	Following	the	killing	he	was	said	to	have	fled	to	"Beaudeley,"	which	the	
PROME	editors	have	identified	as	the	abbey	of	Beaulieu,	but	Bewdley,	Shropshire,	
seems	more	likely	geographically;	he	forfeited	his	office	as	ranger	of	the	royal	forests	
as	a	result	of	his	felony	and	flight.

PROME	1491-10	(6:441) 1386

1013 Crokedaxe Hugh Yorkshire,	
Sand	Hutton

husbandman M Church-taking,	
Yorkshire,	Sand	
Hutton

Taking	church
Abjuration

Kingston	
upon	Hull

1528 1528-07-03 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	at	Sand	Hutton,	Yorks,	on	3	Jul.	1528,	Crokedaxe	took	
the	parish	church	there.	He	confessed	on	7	Jul.	1528	that	he	had	broken	into	the	close	
of	John	Huyd	and	stolen	a	cow	[bovem].	He	abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/508,	m.	134 912

1096 Crokker Richard M Church-taking,	
London,	St.	
Anne	Aldersgate

Taking	church 1493 1493-02-09 Felony A	precedent	book	records	a	case	where	Richard	Crokker	and	John	Parker	appear	at	
the	bar,	and	asked	why	they	should	be	acquitted,	Crokker	responds	that	on	9	Feb.	
1493	he	took	the	church	of	St.	Anne	within	Aldersgate	and	sought	sanctuary	for	
diverse	felonies.	While	he	was	in	the	church	the	constable	came	and	removed	him	
forcefully,	against	his	will.	He	sought	restoration	to	the	church.	The	king's	attorney,	
Henry	Harman,	argued	instead	that	Crokker	had	been	at	large	outside	the	church	
when	he	was	taken.	The	sanctuary	plea	was	to	be	put	to	a	jury,	but	there	is	no	record	
of	the	outcome;	later,	however,	both	Crokker	and	John	Parker,	identified	as	clerks	
attaint,	broke	out	of	the	abbot	of	Westminster's	prison	along	with	a	number	of	
others,	indicating	that	both	had	claimed	benefit	of	clergy	--	and	thus	that	Crokker's	
sanctuary	plea	did	not	hold	good.	The	abbot	was	fined	a	very	large	amount,	£1300,	
for	the	escape.

TNA,	KB	15/42,	fols.	31v-32r;	
42v-43r

968

756 Crole Roger Yorkshire,	
Wistow,	near	
Selby

labourer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1535 1535-07-10 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Crole	sought	sanctuary	on	10	Jul.	1535	for	
the	murder	of	a	certain	Burton	of	Wistow,	for	which	he	was	indicted.

SDSB,	206 685

1088 Croppe John M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1382 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	at	Westminster,	dated	either	June	1381	or	1382	[if	the	former,	right	
on	the	heels	of	the	Great	Rising	of	1381],	over	the	body	of	William,	servant	of	John	
Terlyng.	The	jurors	reported	that	Croppe	stabbed	William,	servant	of	John	Terlyng,	
and	then	fled	into	the	sanctuary	at	Westminster.	

TNA,	JUST	2/96,	m.	4 960

486 Croswet William Yorkshire,	
Kingston	upon	
Hull

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1501 1501-12-31 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Croswet	sought	sanctuary	on	31	Dec.	1501	
for	debt.

SDSB,	151 428
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1476 Crowche Michael London	 servant M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1538 Security Crowche	petitioned	the	Court	of	Requests	because	he	took	sanctuary	at	Westminster	
for	"fere"	of	his	master's	"crueltie	of	imprisonment,"	and	his	master	--	Nicholas	
Gibson,	a	London	grocer	and	one	of	the	sheriffs	of	London	--	had	come	to	the	
sanctuary	to	negotiate	with	him	there	to	settle	what	Crowche	owed	him,	a	deal	
arbitrated	by	William	Webbe,	"archedekon	of	the	sayde	sanctuary	or	custos	of	the	
same,"	who	took	a	fee	of	40s	for	his	services	as	arbitrator.	Crowche	says	he	gave	his	
assent	to	the	agreement	so	that	he	could	leave	sanctuary,	a	"place	of	messery,"	but	
now	he	would	like	the	agreement	renegotiated	in	his	favour	to	take	into	account	
other	things.

TNA,	REQ	2/8/254 1303

1122 Cruse Robert Hertfordshire,	
Shenley

yeoman M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1502 1502-07-15 Asportation At	peace	sessions	at	Hertford	in	Oct.	1502	Cruse	was	indicted	along	with	others	for	
having	broken	into	the	close	of	Robert	Turberbyle	at	Overweld	at	St.	Albans	on	3	Jun.	
1502	and	stolen	a	horse	and	some	clothing.	Cruse	was	brought	before	King's	Bench	
on	this	indictment	in	Michaelmas	1507,	and	pleaded	sanctuary,	saying	that	he	had	
taken	sanctuary	at	St.	Martin	le	Grand	on	15	Jul.	1502,	and	he	stayed	there	until	28	
Jun.	1507,	when	John	Gyldern,	valet	of	the	crown,	and	other	unknown	men,	violently	
seized	him	from	the	sanctuary.	He	sought	to	be	restored.	The	king's	attorney	
presented	a	warrant	from	the	king	acknowledging	that	the	sanctuary	pleas	of	both	
Cruse	and	Thomas	Fissher	[ID	#1123]	were	true	and	that	they	were	both	to	be	
restored	to	St.	Martin's	and	Westminster	respectively.

TNA,	KB	27/985,	rex	m.	3 989

771 Culyng William Yorkshire,	
York

butcher M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1539 1539-04-01 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Culyng	[Cwlyng]	sought	sanctuary	on	1	Apr.	
1539	for	a	debt	of	£30.

SDSB,	209 700

192 Culyng Willlam Yorkshire,	
Richmond

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1512 1512-06-15 Homicide Self-defence Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	on	15	Jun.	1512	Culyng	sought	sanctuary	
because,	having	been	assaulted	first	by	William	Sawthouse	of	Richmond	on	14	Jun.	
1512	at	Gatherley	Moor	near	Skeeby,	he	struck	back	with	a	dagger,	in	self-defence,	
and	Sawthouse	died	from	a	wound	he	inflicted	on	Sawthouse's	thigh.	

SDSB,	61 158

489 Curtas William Lincolnshire,	
Louth

sherman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1484 1484-07-25 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Curtas	sought	sanctuary	on	25	Jul.	1484	
because	he	killed	a	certain	James	of	the	city	of	Lincoln	with	a	dagger.

SDSB,	152 431

1640 Curtes Piers London	 king's	
wardrober

M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1485 Civil	war The	patent	roll	records	that	Curtes,	keeper	of	the	king's	wardrobe	under	Edward	IV	
and	under	Richard	III,	in	the	final	months	of	Richard	III's	reign	had	fled	to	Westminster	
sanctuary	in	fear	of	the	king;	a	year	after	Henry	VII's	accession,	he	was	restored	to	his	
office.

CPR	1485-94,	26;	
McSheffrey,	SS,	48

1421

1733 Curteys Agnes F SJJ:	Paris	Garden Chartered	
Sanctuary

1484 Debt In	a	Chancery	petition,	Curteys	complained	to	the	chancellor	that	because	of	John	
Myldrede	alias	Baylly	of	Southwark's	vexatious	actions	of	debt	against	her	in	the	court	
of	the	manor	of	Bermondsey	she	was	forced	to	"take	the	privilege	of	Saint	John's	at	
Paris	Garden."	She	continued	there,	she	said,	"in	great	poverty,	and	dare	not	go	at	her	
liberty	but	secretly	at	this	time	to	sue	to	your	good	grace	for	her	remedy."	Dated	no	
later	than	end	of	reign	of	Richard	III	(by	address	to	bishop	of	Lincoln	as	chancellor).

TNA,	C	1/64/120;	C	1/37/8;	
McSheffrey,	SS,	92

1513

787 Curteys John travellingma
n

M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1401 1401-09-26 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	25	Sept.	1401	in	the	parish	of	St.	Michael	Queenhithe	in	London	
over	the	body	of	William	Walden,	porter.	The	jurors	reported	that	John	Curteys	killed	
Walden	in	a	quarrel	at	a	brewer's	house	in	Queenhithe	ward	over	a	game	of	
"tabellas."	When	a	man	sought	to	arrest	Curteys	for	the	homicide	and	take	him	to	the	
sheriff's	prison,	the	brewer	(Roger	Rowner)	objected	that	no	one	should	interfere	
with	his	house	and	feloniously	hid	Curteys.	Subsequently	Rowner	allowed	Curteys	to	
escape	in	the	company	of	a	certain	John	Comyn,	porter,	and	both	Curteys	and	Comyn	
ran	to	the	sanctuary	at	Westminster.	

TNA,	KB	9/187,	mm	49-50;	
McSheffrey,	SS,	132
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1613 Curteys Thomas London	 hosier M Westminster	
Abbey	?

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1400 Debt Thomas	Curteys	and	Thomas	Graunt	were	pardoned	for	the	crown	portion	of	a	fine	
assessed	on	a	"false"	suit	against	them	for	jury	embracery;	the	pardon	record	notes	
that	they	had	fled	to	sanctuary	as	they	could	not	pay	the	fine	and	feared	
imprisonment.	The	sanctuary	was	not	specified,	although	as	the	suit	was	heard	at	nisi	
prius	at	SMLG,	seems	more	likely	to	have	been	Westminster.

TNA,	SC	8/248/12394;	CPR	
1399-1401,	402-3

1395

816 Curteys Thomas Surrey,	Shere,	
and	London

priest,	
parson

M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1435 1435-11-19 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	20	Nov.	1435	in	the	parish	of	St.	Gregory	in	London	over	the	body	
of	William	Burght,	chaplain.	The	jurors	found	that	Curteys	lay	in	wait	to	kill	Burght,	in	
the	parish	of	St.	Gregory	by	St.	Paul's	cathedral.	Following	the	killing,	Curteys	fled	to	
St.	Martin	le	Grand.	On	12	July	1437	Curteys	appeared	in	King's	Bench	and	presented	
a	pardon.

TNA,	KB	9/228/1,	mm.	26-
27;	KB	27/705,	m.	24;	KB	
29/69,	m.	16;	McSheffrey,	
SS,	64

742

1554 Curteys Thomas Oxfordshire,	
Caversham

yeoman M Church-taking,	
Berkshire,	
Wallingford,	All	
Hallows

Taking	church 1497 1497-10-04 Homicide Also	escape	
from	gaol

On	4	Oct.	1497,	according	to	an	indictment	in	Hillary	term	1499,	Nicholas	Carpenter,	
Thomas	Morys,	Nicholas	Sare,	William	Markeham,	Thomas	Curteys,	and	John	
Burbridge,	who	had	all	been	imprisoned	in	Wallingford	castle	in	Berkshire,	escaped,	
through	the	negligence	of	the	gaolkeeper	Geoffrey	Halewell	(who	was	the	person	
indicted).	From	the	castle	they	ran	into	the	cemetery	of	the	church	of	All	Hallows,	just	
outside	the	castle.	Curteys	had	been	accused	of	the	murder	of	Thomas	Carpenter	in	
the	king's	road	between	Caversham	and	Reading	in	Berks.

TNA,	KB	9/419,	m.	50;	TNA,	
KB	27/964,	rex	m.	8d	

1358

786 Cusak Nicholas Ireland M Church-taking,	
Middlesex,	
Westminster,	St.	
James	in	the	
Fields

Taking	church 1403 1403-10-14 Asportation Jurors	at	Westminster	in	October	1403	present	that	Cusak	stole	a	horse	at	
"Woxebrygge"	(Uxbridge?)	from	an	unknown	man	and	then	fled	to	St.	James	in	the	
Fields	where	he	confessed	the	felony	to	the	coroner.	The	coroner	left	three	
constables	to	guard	Cusak	at	the	church,	but	the	next	night	William	Cave,	chaplain,	
came	with	force	and	arms	and	stated	that	"the	aforesaid	church	has	such	liberty	that	
no	minister	of	the	king	for	any	felonies	of	the	king	may	come	into	the	church	to	keep	
watch	or	guard	any	felons,	on	pain	of	excommunication."	He	assaulted	the	constables	
and	locked	them	out	of	the	church,	and	allowed	Cusak	to	escape.	At	King's	Bench	in	
Michaelmas	1403,	William	Cave	was	pardoned	for	allowing	the	felon	to	escape.

TNA,	KB	9/186,	mm.	44,	50;	
KB	27/570,	rex	m.	8d	

713

351 Custans John Yorkshire,	Hull merchant M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1509 1509-01-27 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Custans	sought	sanctuary	on	27	Jan.	1509	for	
debt.

SDSB,	122-23 299

1384 Dagnall John M Westminster	
Abbey

Taking	church
Abjuration

1526 Felony A	list	of	those	privileged	of	the	Westminster	sanctuary	dated	1	Jun.	1533	indicates	
that	John	Dagnal,	clerk	convict,	attainted	for	felony	and	abjured,	had	been	in	the	
convict	house	for	7	years.

TNA,	SP	1/238,	fols.	72-73 1218

664 Dalbenay Thomas Lincolnshire,	
Scotter

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1527 1527-10-27 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Dalbenay	sought	sanctuary	on	27	Oct.	1527	
for	debt.

SDSB,	186 595

185 Dale Roland Yorkshire,	
Catton

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1510 1510-12-23 Homicide Accessory Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Peter	Swake	and	Roland	Dale	of	Calton	
[Catton?],	Yorkshire,	came	to	Durham	on	23	Dec.	1510	because	about	25	Nov.	1510	
they	were	present	when	Richard	Horsley	of	Catton	was	taken	from	his	mother's	
house	in	Catton	to	a	field,	where	he	received	several	wounds	from	which	blood	
flowed,	and	from	these	wounds	he	died	about	a	month	later.	They	were	present	
when	he	received	the	fatal	wounds	and	thus	fear	indictment	as	accessories.

SDSB,	59 151

739 Dalley William Buckinghamsh
ire,	Ensham[?]

mason M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 1533-02-12 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Dalley	sought	sanctuary	on	12	Feb.	1533	for	
debt.

SDSB,	202-3 668

992 Dalton Robert Lincolnshire,	
Stow

labourer M Church-taking,	
Yorkshire,	
Goodmanham

Taking	church
Abjuration

Kingston	
upon	Hull

1527 1527-07-06 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	at	Goodmanham,	Yorks.,	on	6	Jul.	1527	Dalton	took	the	
parish	church,	and	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	28	Jun.	1527	he	had	stolen	two	
horses,	one	at	Wighton,	Yorks.,	the	other	at	Pocklington	in	the	East	Riding.	He	
abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/504,	m.	90;	KB	
29/159,	m.	19d

889

277 Damport Robert Yorkshire,	
Beverley

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1519 1519-11-20 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Damport	sought	sanctuary	on	20	Nov.	1519	
because	on	24	Aug.	1519,	due	to	an	assault	made	on	him,	he	feloniously	struck	Hugh	
Westow	on	the	left	part	of	his	body	with	a	sword,	killing	him	immediately.

SDSB,	84 228

Sanctuary Seekers in England, c. 1380-1550, ordered by seekers' names

30/05/17 58



Seeker	
ID

Surname First	
Name

Seeker	Place	
of	Origin

Seeker	
Occupation	
or	Status

Sex Sanctuary Sanctuary	Type Port	
Assigned

Year Date Seeker	
Reason

Seeker	
Reason	

Elaboration

	Summary	of	case Reference Case	
ID

1060 Danby Henry London	 baker M Church-taking,	
Sussex,	
Chichester	
cathedral;	then	
SJJ:	Paris	Garden

Taking	church
Abjuration
Chartered	
Sanctuary

Portsmouth 1530 1530-05-16 Homicide Also	burglary Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	16	May	1530	Danby	took	the	cathedral	church	at	
Chichester,	confessing	to	the	coroner	that	he	had	assaulted	and	killed	a	certain	
Franciscan	friar	unknown	to	him	on	24	Aug.	1529	at	Gad's	Hill	in	the	parish	of	Higham,	
Kent.	He	also	confessed	to	having	broken	into	a	close.	According	to	the	statute	[21	
Hen.	VIII,	c.	2],	he	was	branded	with	the	letter	'a'	and	he	abjured.	He	later	appeared	
in	King's	Bench	in	Trinity	1532,	and	offered	a	long	and	involved	explanation	for	being	
in	the	realm:	he	said	that	when	he	went	to	Portsmouth,	his	assigned	port,	after	his	
abjuration,	the	first	ship	he	took	was	blown	back	to	the	port	and	the	sailors	put	him	
off	the	boat	and	refused	to	have	him	back.	He	then	went	to	London	to	try,	he	said,	to	
find	another	church	to	re-abjure,	this	time	according	to	new	statute	(22	Hen.	VIII,	c.	
14	-	by	which	abjurers	were	to	proceed	to	chartered	sanctuaries	rather	than	into	
exile),	but	he	was	taken	into	custody	before	he	could	find	a	church	(it	is	to	be	noted	
that	two	years	had	passed).	He	escaped	custody	and	ran	to	Paris	Garden,	a	manor	by	
Southwark	held	by	the	Hospitallers,	where	he	"took	the	immunity	of	St.	John,"	but	the	
constable	of	Paris	Garden	handed	him	over	to	the	Marshal.	His	plea	was	ruled	
insufficient	in	Michaelmas	1532,	and	he	was	sentenced	to	hang.

TNA,	KB	9/519,	m.	147;	TNA,	
KB	27/1084,	rex	m.	7;	KB	
29/165,	mm.	1,	10,	19d;	
Baker,	Spelman's	Reports,	
1:49,	2:278-80;	McSheffrey,	
SS,	8,	92,	107

946

990 Danyell Anthony London	 yeoman M Church-taking,	
Buckinghamshir
e,	Edlesborough

Taking	church
Abjuration

Chichester 1526 1526-09-20 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	at	Edlesborough,	Bucks.,	that	Danyell	took	the	church	of	
Edlesborough	on	20	Sept.	1526,	confessing	that	on	that	same	day	he	had	stolen	some	
cloth,	a	sword,	a	shield,	etc.	from	an	unknown	man	at	Edlesborough.	He	abjured	on	
23	Sept.	and	was	assigned	Chichester.	Another	abjuration	was	made	the	same	day	
from	the	same	church	by	Thomas	Sulby	(ID	#989),	likely	involving	the	same	felony.	
They	were	assigned	different	ports.

TNA,	KB	9/504,	m.	49 887

715 Darby William London,	St.	
Katherine's	by	
the	Tower

butcher M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1530 1530-04-04 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Darby	took	sanctuary	on	4	Apr.	1530	for	
debt.

SDSB,	198 646

1247 Darcy George gentleman M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1556 1556-05-25 Homicide Chronicler	Henry	Machyn	recorded	on	25	May	1556	that	"my	Lord	Darcy's	son"	
(George	Darcy)	had	slain	Mr.	West,	esq.,	near	Rotherham,	Yorks.	On	6	Dec.	1556,	
Machyn	reported	that	the	abbot	of	Westminster	went	on	procession	with	his	
convent,	and	preceding	him	went	"all	the	sanctuary	men	with	cross	keys	on	their	
garments."	Amongst	them	was	Lord	Darcy's	son,	who	was	penitentially	whipped	in	
the	procession	for	the	killing	of	West.	Machyn's	last	entry	regarding	Darcy	indicated	
that	on	10	Feb.	1558	Darcy	was	arraigned	at	Westminster	for	West's	death:	there	
Machyn	gave	details,	indicating	that	Darcy	and	forty	armed	men	set	upon	West	and	
his	six	men	as	he	was	coming	from	Rotherham	Fair,	and	shamefully	murdered	him.	
Machyn	said	"there	were	before	the	King's	Bench	bar	certain	men	did	wage	battle	
with	him	to	fight	with	combat	on	a	day	set."	This	suggests	a	trial	by	battle?	A	bid	to	
settle	the	feud	privately?	The	murder	of	West	by	Darcy	inspired	a	ballad	(see	notes	to	
the	19th-century	edition	of	Machyn's	diary,	at	http://www.british-
history.ac.uk/camden-record-soc/vol42/pp347-355).	

Machyn,	Chronicle,	fols.	56r,	
63v,	87v

1091

1556 Dast Richard Lincolnshire,	
Donington	

labourer M Lincolnshire,	
Swineshead,	St.	
Mary's	Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary
Ambiguous

1498 1498-10-16 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	on	16	Oct.	1498	at	Holland,	Lincs.,	over	the	body	of	John	Arkyll.	
Jurors	say	that	Dast	had	hit	Arkyll	over	the	head	with	a	staff	and	killed	him.	Following	
the	felony,	Dast	fled,	and	Lambert	Feld	and	William	Greve,	constables,	with	the	whole	
township	of	Quadring,	immediately	pursued	him.	Dast	took	sanctuary	at	the	
monastery	of	St.	Mary	in	Swineshead,	and	there	he	sought	and	was	granted	
ecclesiastical	privilege	for	murder.	It	is	not	clear	if	this	was	intended	as	a	prelude	to	
abjuration	or	permanent	sanctuary.

TNA,	KB	9/420,	m.	76 1359

345 Davage John Wiltshire,	
Salisbury

butcher M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1508 1508-04-16 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Davage	sought	sanctuary	on	16	Apr.	1508	for	
debt.

SDSB,	121 293
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61 Davell William Yorkshire,	
Richmond

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1495 1495-03-07 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Davell	sought	sanctuary	on	7	Mar.	1495	for	
having	struck	William	Nelson	of	the	parish	of	Catterick,	town	of	Hudswell,	in	
Yorkshire,	on	3	Mar.	1495.	He	struck	Nelson	on	the	head	with	a	club,	from	which	blow	
he	died.

SDSB,	24 56

1854 David Margaret Wales,	
Monmouth

spinster F Church-taking,	
Herefordshire,	
Hereford,	St.	
Ethelbert

Taking	church 1527 1527-10-19 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	in	the	city	of	Hereford,	19	Oct.	1527,	that	David	took	the	
church	of	St.	Ethelbert	the	king,	and	confessed	to	the	coroner	(the	mayor	of	the	city)	
that	she	had	stolen	2s	in	money	from	Thomas	Taylour.	The	record	does	not	indicate	
that	she	abjured.	She	was	waived	(outlawed)	in	early	1529,	and	the	mayor	of	the	city	
of	Hereford	paid	a	fine	for	the	defective	record	in	Michaelmas	term,	1528.

TNA,	KB	9/506/1,	m.	100;	KB	
29/160,	m.	5d

1621

897 Davy James Berkshire,	
Brightwell-
cum-Sotwell

yeoman M Church-taking,	
London,	St.	
Nicholas	
Shambles

Taking	church 1512 1512-04-08 Asportation At	gaol	delivery	at	Oxford	castle	on	2	Jul.	1512,	Davy	appeared	to	answer	an	
indictment	for	having	broken	into	John	Brounyng's	close	at	Brightwell,	Berks.,	and	
stealing	a	grey	horse	worth	40s.,	on	12	Aug.	1511;	and	for	having	stolen	another	grey	
horse	from	William	Brounyng	of	Brightwell	on	12	Jan.	1512.	William	Brounyng	
appealed	him	for	the	theft.	Davy	answered	that	he	had	taken	sanctuary	in	the	church	
of	St.	Nicholas	Shambles	in	London,	but	that	on	9	Apr.	1512	three	unknown	men	
came	and	took	him	from	the	church	and	led	him	to	the	sheriff's	prison.	He	pleaded	
sanctuary,	and	not	guilty	to	the	felony.	The	King's	Bench	controlment	roll	indicates	
that	he	was	committed	to	the	Marshalsea	prison	and	his	case	was	heard	by	a	jury	in	
Easter	term	1519	(no	indication	of	verdict).

TNA,	KB	9/462,	mm.	3-4;	KB	
29/145,	m.	11

806

1385 Davy Richard M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 1533-05-24 Homicide In	the	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Davy	was	named	as	having	entered	for	
murder,	about	one	week	before	(~24	May	1533).

TNA,	SP	1/238,	fols.	72-73 1219

1653 Davy,	alias	
Apowell

Thomas Middlesex,	
Westminster

yeoman M Beaulieu Chartered	
Sanctuary

1516 1516-01-06 Homicide Thomas	Davy	alias	Apowell	was	appealed	by	Margery	Blande,	the	widow	of	homicide	
victim	Robert	Blande,	but	could	not	be	found	and	was	outlawed	by	early	1517.	On	23	
May	1517	he	appeared	before	King's	Bench	at	Westminster	and	pleaded	in	English	
that	on	6	Jan.	1516	he	had	taken	sanctuary	at	Beaulieu,	"accordyng	to	the	holy	
canons	and	privilege	that	seynt	Thomas	of	Caunterbery	dyed	for,"	but	that	on	1	Sept.	
1516	he	was	seized	from	there	by	William	Nevyll,	John	Nevyll,	and	another	nine	
persons	appareled	in	manner	of	war.	Thus	he	sought	to	be	restored.	Margery	Blande	
argued	that	his	plea	was	insufficient	in	law;	he	said	it	was;	the	justices	deferred	their	
decision	(and	none	is	recorded).	[The	dates	do	not	seem	to	make	sense	here	-	if	he	
was	seized	in	Sept.	1516,	where	was	he	between	then	and	his	outlawry	in	early	
1517?]

TNA,	KB	27/1023,	plea	m.	
80v;	reference	from	Baker,	
Spelman's	Reports,	intro	344

1434

949 Davyson Nicholas Suffolk,	
Walberswick

mariner M Church-taking,	
Norfolk,	Cley	
next	the	Sea

Taking	church
Abjuration

Lynn 1521 1521-01-08 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	8	Jan.	1521	Davyson	took	the	parish	church	at	Cley	
next	the	Sea,	Norfolk,	for	breaking	into	a	house	and	burglarizing	it	on	1	Jan.	1521.	On	
19	Jan.	the	coroner	for	the	liberty	there,	which	pertained	to	Sir	Thomas	Lovell,	came	
to	Davyson	and	he	confessed	and	abjured.	Afterwards	there	was	an	inquest	where	
the	jurors	reported	that	he	had	had	£4	in	money	which	was	now	in	the	hands	of	
Edward	Emerson,	Sir	Thomas	Lovell's	bailiff.

TNA,	KB	9/488,	m.	109 847

691 Dawson Richard Yorkshire,	
Pontefract

minstrel M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1527 1527-07-29 Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Dawson	sought	sanctuary	on	29	Jul.	1527	(no	
reason	is	recorded).

SDSB,	193 622

1548 Dawson Thomas London	 yeoman M Church-taking,	
Huntingdonshire
,	Great	Gidding,	
St.	James

Taking	church
Abjuration

Boston 1498 1498-07-16 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	16	Jul.	1498,	at	Great	Gidding,	Hunts.,	that	James	Bell,	John	
Grenewey,	and	Thomas	Dawson	abjured	for	robbing	7s.	from	William	Osteby,	clerk,	
and	Richard	Colyn,	at	Wittering,	Northants.	Bell	was	found	in	the	realm	and	presented	
a	pardon	in	1507;	nothing	further	about	the	others	found.

TNA,	KB	9/419,	m.	5;	KB	
27/985,	rex	m.	18

1356
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1179 Dawson Thomas Hampshire,	
Wickham

yeoman M Church-taking,	
Hampshire	

Taking	church
Abjuration	to	
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1531 Felony The	King's	Bench	controlment	roll	for	Easter	1531	lists	Dawson	as	having	abjured	for	
certain	felonies	and	trespasses.

TNA,	KB	29/164,	m.	4 1038

416 Dawton Thomas Warwickshire,	
Coventry

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1500 1500-11-12 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Dawton	sought	sanctuary	on	12	Nov.	1500	
for	debt.

SDSB,	136 361

445 Day Richard Derbyshire,	
Derby

dyer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1498 1498-07-25 Security Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Day	sought	sanctuary	on	the	Wednesday	
after	the	feast	of	St.	James	[unclear	which	feast	of	St.	James	meant,	but	likely	25	Jul.	
1498],	for	security	of	his	body.

SDSB,	142 390

750 Day Thomas London	 woodmonge
r

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1534 1534-03-21 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Day	took	sanctuary	on	21	Mar.	1534	as	the	
pledge	for	a	sum	of	£100	for	many	unknown	men.

SDSB,	205 679

1070 de	Lake	alias	
Delarche

Lucas London	 gunner	and	
gunpowder	
maker

M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1534 1534-01-24 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	24	Jan.	1534	in	the	parish	of	All	Hallows	Barking	in	Tower	ward,	city	
of	London,	over	the	body	of	Herman	Cooke,	beer	brewer.	The	jurors	reported	that	on	
29	Nov.	1533	in	the	parish	of	St.	Gabriel	Fenchurch	in	Langbourne	ward,	around	1	pm,	
de	Lake	attacked	Cooke	with	swords	and	knives,	and	gave	Cooke	a	wound	on	his	hand	
from	which	he	languished	between	29	Nov.	and	22	Jan.,	when	he	finally	died.	De	Lake	
fled	to	Westminster	following	the	felony.	De	Lake	appeared	in	King's	Bench	in	Trinity	
1534	and	presented	a	pardon	dated	12	May	1534.	Bail	was	provided	by	Everard	
Effamat'	of	London,	scrivener,	and	John	Bartilmewe	of	London,	brewer,	in	case	
anyone	appealed	the	death,	in	which	case	he	was	to	be	produced.

TNA,	KB	9/526,	m.	1;	KB	
27/1091,	rex	m.	4;	TNA,	KB	
29/166,	m.	39d

949

627 de	Lebesay Benedict Derbyshire,	
Houghton

gentleman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1520 1520-09-25 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	de	Lebesay	sought	sanctuary	on	25	Sept.	
1520	for	debt.

SDSB,	179 558

1459 de	
Luxembourg

Jacquetta Luxembourg Dowager	
duchess	of	
Bedford

F Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1470 Civil	war A	letter	from	John	III	Paston	to	his	mother	Margaret	dated	12	Oct.	1470	indicates	that	
along	with	her	daughter	Elizabeth,	wife	of	Edward	IV,	the	dowager	duchess	of	
Bedford	went	into	sanctuary	at	Westminster	at	the	beginning	of	October.

Paston	Letters,	1:564 1290

1711 de	Mount Thomas London	 groom M Church-taking,	
Surrey,	
Southwark,	St.	
George

Taking	church
Abjuration

Southampt
on

1467 1467-11-10 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	10	Nov.	1467	de	Mount	took	the	church	of	St.	
George	the	Martyr	in	Southwark,	confessing	to	coroner	that	on	7	Nov.	in	London	he	
had	stolen	clothing	and	other	goods	worth	33s	4d	from	a	Thomas	[surname	illegible].	
He	abjured.	Presumably	found	again	in	the	realm,	as	writ	calling	the	record	up	to	
King's	Bench	dated	29	Jun	1468.

TNA,	KB	9/944,	mm.	46-47 1494

1638 de	Nermont John Guernsey mariner M Church-taking,	
Guernsey,	St.	
Mary

Taking	church
Abjuration

1455 Homicide Self-defence Patent	roll	records	the	pardon	of	John	de	Nermont	of	the	death	of	Simon	le	Cauf	the	
younger,	also	of	Guernsey,	gentleman.	In	his	petition	de	Nermont	claimed	that	Simon	
had	demanded	money	from	him,	and	when	he	refused,	Simon	attacked	him	and	he	
responded	in	self-defence.	He	had	then	fled	to	St.	Mary's	church	in	the	king's	castle	
and	there	"in	the	presence	of	the	bailiffs	and	the	twelve	jurats	he	abjured	the	isle	to	
save	his	life."	(Abjured	only	Guernsey?	or	the	king's	realm?)	Pardon	dated	18	May	
1455.

CPR	1452-61,	233 1419

1614 de	
Scoreburgh

Robert in	king's	
service

M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1406 The	patent	roll	records	the	revocation	on	29	Apr.	1406	of	a	protection	previously	
granted	to	de	Scoreburgh,	because	he	was	supposed	to	be	serving	the	king's	son	John	
in	the	north,	but	was	instead	delaying	within	the	sanctuary	of	Westminster.

CPR	1405-1408,	171 1396

511 de	Traun John Yorkshire,	
Thirsk

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1493 1493-02-27 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Traun	sought	sanctuary	on	27	Feb.	1493	for	
the	homicide	of	Robert	Herd	at	Thirsk,	York.,	on	22	Aug.	1492.

SDSB,	156 452

1454 de	Vere Elizabeth Countess	of	
Oxford

F SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1471 Civil	war The	chronicler	Fabyan	reported	that	when	her	son,	the	thirteenth	earl	of	Oxford,	was	
taken	prisoner	after	the	battle	of	Barnet	in	April	1471,	Elizabeth	countess	of	Oxford	
went	into	sanctuary	at	St.	Martin	le	Grand.	A	letter	from	John	II	Paston	to	his	brother	
John	III	reported	her	to	be	there	still	in	late	April	1472,	but	she	emerged	some	time	
after	that.	Fabyan	said	that	in	this	period	she	was	so	poor	that	she	had	to	make	a	
living	with	her	needle.

Fabyan,	New	Chronicles,	
663;	Paston	Letters,	1:449;	S.	
J.	Gunn,	"Vere,	John	de,"	
ODNB;	McSheffrey,	SS,	21,	
46

1288
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480 de	Wode Laurence Essex,	
Colchester

tailor M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1487 1487-12-10 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Thomas	Bramsgrove	and	Laurence	de	Wode	
sought	sanctuary	on	10	Dec.	1487	because	they	had	both	killed	James	of	Overton	of	
Colchester,	fuller,	with	a	dagger,	on	18	Nov.	1487	at	Colchester.

SDSB,	150 423

1587 Delvis James Esquire M Tewkesbury	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1471 1471-05-04 Civil	war Delvis	(identified	as	son	and	heir	to	Sir	John	Delvis)	was	amongst	the	Lancastrian	
forces	at	the	battle	of	Tewkesbury	4	May	1471;	according	to	Warkworth's	Chronicle,	
upon	defeat	he	and	others	in	the	Lancastrian	forces	sought	sanctuary	at	Tewkesbury	
Abbey.	Edward	IV	initially	pardoned	them,	but	then	rescinded	the	pardon	and	
extracted	them	from	the	abbey	and	tried	and	executed	them	all.

Warkworth,	Chronicle,	18-19 1122

613 Dene Robert Yorkshire,	
Wakefield

butcher M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1518 1518-03-08 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Dene	sought	sanctuary	on	8	Mar.	1518	for	
debt.

SDSB,	176 544

592 Dennys Thomas Yorkshire,	
Carleton-in-
Craven

sherman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1521 1521-05-15 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Dennys	sought	sanctuary	on	15	May	1521	for	
debt.

SDSB,	173 525

333 Dent John Oxfordshire,	
Oxford

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1507 1507-02-15 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Dent	sought	sanctuary	on	15	Feb.	1507	for	
debt.

SDSB,	119 281

580 Dent John Oxfordshire,	
Oxford

butcher M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1516 1516-07-23 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Dent	sought	sanctuary	on	23	Jul.	1516	for	
debt.

SDSB,	170 513

848 Denys John Shropshire,	
Hopton

yeoman M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1486 1486-03-12 Homicide Both	a	coroner's	inquest	report	(dated	12	Mar.	1486)	and	a	Middlesex	indictment	
named	Roger	Pole,	John	Denys,	John	Terry,	and	Thomas	Heyton,	all	of	Hopton,	
Shropshire,	for	the	murder	of	Owen	ap	Reynold	alias	Owen	Glyndouere	at	
Westminster	on	12	Mar.	1486.	Richard	Corbet	of	Hopton,	knight,	was	indicted	for	
procuring	the	murder	on	that	same	day.	The	coroner's	inquest	report	indicates	that	
the	four	principals	fled	to	the	sanctuary	of	Westminster	immediately	following	the	
murder.	The	inquest	report	indicates	that	Roger	Pole,	John	Terry,	and	Richard	Corbet	
were	in	the	Marshalsea	by	Michaelmas	1487.	The	King's	Bench	records	for	that	term	
indicate	that	John	Terry,	as	of	3	Apr.	1487,	had	been	in	the	king's	prison	at	Chester	
and	he	appeared	before	King's	Bench	in	October	and	November	1487.	He	
acknowledged	his	guilt	on	the	indictment,	but	called	for	the	coroner	to	turn	approver	
(to	give	evidence	about	his	co-accused	to	mitigate	his	sentence).	The	king's	attorney	
said	that	the	king	had	told	him	orally	to	refuse	any	offer	by	Terry	to	turn	approver	on	
the	charges,	and	thus	Terry	was	to	be	hanged.	Richard	Corbet	on	the	other	hand	in	
the	same	term	presented	letters	from	the	king	warranting	that	the	charges	against	
him	were	false	and	he	went	sine	die.	(I	have	not	located	further	records	on	Roger	
Pole,	John	Denys,	or	Thomas	Heyton.)

TNA,	KB	9/370,	m.	55;	KB	
9/375,	mm.	45-46;	KB	
27/905,	rex	mm.	3,	11;	KB	
27/907,	rex	m.	14	

762

1386 Derne Anthony M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 1532-06-01 Homicide Self-defence In	the	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Derne	was	named	as	having	entered	
sanctuary	for	"murdre	in	hys	own	defence,"	a	year	and	more	before	(first	half	of	
1532).

TNA,	SP	1/238,	fols.	72-73 1220

668 Derram **** London	 pewterer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1528 1528-04-15 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	[blank]	Derram	sought	sanctuary	on	15	Apr.	
1528	for	debt.

SDSB,	187 599

562 Deryll Thomas Yorkshire,	
York

weaver M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1515 1515-05-05 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Deryll	sought	sanctuary	on	5	May	1515	for	
debt.

SDSB,	167 496

361 Deswyke George Yorkshire,	
Scarborough

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1510 1510-09-16 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Deswyke	sought	sanctuary	on	16	Sept.	1510	
for	the	homicide	of	Robert	Cokrell,	killed	in	the	parish	of	Hackney,	Midd.,	on	11	Aug.	
1510.

SDSB,	125 309

324 Dey William Derbyshire,	
Kirk	Ireton	

tailor M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1506 1506-12-12 Security Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Dey	took	sanctuary	on	12	Dec.	1506	for	
safety	of	his	body	and	his	goods	[debt?].

SDSB,	117 272
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243 Dey	alias	
Johnson

Henry Warwickshire	
[?]

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1517 1517-06-13 Asportation Accessory;	
also	Debt

Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Dey	sought	sanctuary	on	13	Jun.	1517	for	
debt.	He	also	indicates	that	he	had	received	in	his	house	at	Knowle	in	Warwickshire	
people	who	had	broken	into	an	unknown	man's	house	in	Elsford,	Warws.,	in	about	
1512.	[Note	that	the	town	of	Knowle	served	as	a	sanctuary,	and	the	housebreakers	
had	presumably	thus	come	to	the	town	looking	specifically	for	asylum.]

SDSB,	76;	McSheffrey,	SS,	
144

203

312 Dickonson James Westmorland,	
Kirkby	Kendal

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1505 1505-02-28 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Dickonson	sought	sanctuary	on	28	Feb.	1505	
for	debt.

SDSB,	114-15 260

802 Digelot John Surrey,	
Holmbury	St.	
Mary;	Suffolk,	
Bury	St.	
Edmunds

yeoman M Church-taking,	
Surrey,	
Southwark,	St.	
Mary	Overey

Taking	church 1423 1423-04-10 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	10	April	1423	Digelot	took	church	at	St.	Mary	Overey	
in	Southwark	and	confessed	a	horse	theft	in	Suffolk,	and	housebreaking	at	
Whitechapel.	The	coroner's	record	does	not	indicate	that	he	abjured,	and	by	mid-
June	he	was	in	the	Marshalsea.	He	appeared	in	mid-June	1423	before	King's	Bench	
and	sought	to	turn	approver,	perhaps	his	object	in	taking	sanctuary,	rather	than	
abjuration.	He	then	confessed	to	several	more	crimes,	although	the	coram	rege	roll	
does	not	record	any	detail	about	accomplices	(he	committed	further	thefts	and	
robberies	"with	others");	this	may	indicate	a	failed	attempt	to	appeal	the	
accomplices,	leaving	only	his	own	admitted	parts	in	these	crimes	as	relevant.	He	was	
apparently	kept	in	the	Marshalsea	until	Trinity	1426,	when	he	appeared	again	in	
court,	and	when	asked	how	he	responded	he	pleaded	benefit	of	clergy,	which	he	was	
granted.

TNA,	KB	9/218/2,	mm.	2-3;	
TNA,	KB	27/661,	rex	m.	5	
(GD)

728

138 Dikson William Cumbria,	
Farlam

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1505 1505-11-10 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Dikson	sought	sanctuary	on	10	Nov.	1505	
because	he	stabbed	Humphrey	Bell	of	End	in	the	chest,	on	10	Oct.,	in	Farlam	Field,	
giving	Bell	a	wound	from	which	he	died	soon	after.

SDSB,	45 110

514 Dobynson John Yorkshire,	
Wellhus[?]

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1493 1493-03-29 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Dobynson	sought	sanctuary	on	29	Mar.	1493	
for	the	death	of	Thomas	Lambert	of	Riccall,	Yorks.,	labourer.

SDSB,	157 455

1137 Dodde Robert London	 yeoman M Church-taking,	
Middlesex,	
Westminster,	St.	
Mary	le	Strand

Taking	church 1516 1516-01-30 Asportation Middlesex	jurors	presented	in	February	1516	that	Robert	Favell	(alias	Savell	-	see	ID	
#1134),	Robert	Dodde,	Richard	Cowper,	and	Thomas	Horneclyff,	all	yeomen	of	
London,	common	and	public	thieves,	had	on	29	Jan.	1516	robbed	Thomas	Reed	and	
George	Chalcott	at	Bagshot	in	Surrey,	stealing	a	horse	and	£20.	They	fled	from	there	
and	on	30	Jan.	came	to	the	church	of	St.	Mary	le	Strand	with	the	goods.	Chalcott	and	
others	followed	them	to	St.	Mary	le	Strand	and	seized	the	stolen	goods	from	them.	
The	sheriffs	were	thus	commanded	to	arrest	them.	The	following	day	Dodde,	Cowper,	
and	Horneclyff	appeared	at	King's	Bench,	and	each	pleaded	sanctuary,	indicating	that	
they	had	taken	church	on	30	Jan.,	confessed	to	the	coroner,	and	remained	there	until	
they	were	seized	by	the	marshal	of	the	Marshalsea	on	8	Feb.	The	king's	attorney	
argued	that	they	could	not	have	sanctuary	because	they	were	"common	and	
notorious	thieves";	the	justices	summoned	the	bishop	of	London	to	explain	the	
"ecclesiastical	law"	on	the	case.	From	term	to	term,	however,	the	bishop	did	not	
appear,	and	in	the	meantime	Cowper	died	in	prison.	The	case	has	no	conclusion	on	
record.	The	question	of	whether	such	common	thieves	could	have	the	privilege	was	
also	discussed	at	the	king's	council	several	days	before	the	men	were	seized	from	the	
church.

TNA,	KB	27/1018,	rex	m.	11;	
BL,	Lansdowne	639,	King's	
Council	in	Star	Chamber,	
1516,	fols.	44v-45r

1002

1387 Doff Thomas M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 1532-06-01 Felony In	the	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Doff	was	named	as	having	entered	
sanctuary	for	felony,	about	a	year	before.

TNA,	SP	1/238,	fols.	72-73 1221

1089 Domyng Geoffrey M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1386 1386-09-09 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	at	Westminster	on	9	Sept.	1386	over	the	body	of	John	Paynewale.	
The	jurors	reported	that	Domyng	killed	Paynewale	at	the	church	of	St.	Mary	le	Strand;	
afterwards	Domyng	fled	to	the	sanctuary	of	Westminster.

TNA,	JUST	2/97A,	m.	4 961
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1079 Done	or	
Dawne

John Cheshire,	
Utkinton

knight M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1539 1539-04-12 Homicide Accessory Coroner’s	inquest	15	Apr.	1539	in	the	parish	of	St.	Giles	without	Cripplegate,	over	
Ralph	Holcrofte,	gentleman,	of	London.	The	jurors	reported	that	there	was	a	quarrel	
between	Sir	John	Done	of	Utkinton,	Cheshire	and	Thomas	Holcroft	of	London,	
esquire;	the	victim	was	Thomas	Holcroft's	servant.	The	jurors	said	that	Done	had	been	
in	St.	Paul’s	cathedral,	along	with	his	retainers	John	Lloyd,	Richard	Hoknell	and	
William	Ryder,	meeting	with	Leonard	Veale,	servant	of	Charles	Brandon,	the	duke	of	
Suffolk	(Veale	apparently	played	no	role	in	what	followed).	Holcroft	and	his	men	were	
also	in	the	cathedral,	and	as	Done	left,	he	and	his	retinue	confronted	Done	on	the	
steps	of	the	cathedral.	In	the	ensuing	affray,	Ralph	Holcroft	was	fatally	wounded	by	
William	Ryder.	The	coroner’s	inquest	jurors	indicated	that	Done	and	his	men	fled	to	
Westminster	for	sanctuary.	The	victim's	brother	Geoffrey	Holcroft	appealed	the	
murder	in	Hillary	1540,	and	his	suit	told	a	different	story:	that	Ralph	Holcroft	had	
been	peacefully	walking	through	Paul's	churchyard	when	he	was	suddenly	beset	by	
Done	and	the	others,	who	had	lain	in	wait	for	him	and	killed	him.	Precisely	what	
happened	following	this	quarrel	is	unclear.	In	July	1539	Sir	John	Done,	along	with	
Thomas	Holcroft,	was	named	as	JP	for	Cheshire,	suggesting	that	the	indictment	was	
not	proceeding.	Following	Geoffrey	Holcroft's	appeal	in	Hillary	1540,	Done,	Lloyd,	and	
Hoknell	were	bailed	(Ryder	may	have	been	at	large,	perhaps	still	in	sanctuary).	From	
Easter	to	Michaelmas	1540	Geoffrey	Holcroft's	appeal	proceeded,	although	when	the	
issue	was	to	be	put	to	a	jury	Holcroft	defaulted	on	the	suit,	at	which	point	the	king's	
attorney	indicated	that	the	king	accepted	all	the	accused's	(including	Ryder's)	not	
guilty	pleas,	and	they	were	free	to	go.	In	Nov.	1540,	the	records	of	the	king's	council	
recorded	an	arbitrated	settlement	between	Done	and	Holcroft	(with	no	indication	of	
the	nature	of	their	quarrel).	Both	Holcroft	and	Done	went	on	to	serve	as	MPs	and	
each	was	active	in	royal	service.	As	Done	was	the	son-in-law	of	Sir	Randall	
Mainwaring	of	Over	Peover,	patron	of	Randall	Mainwaring	of	Swanley,	it	is	likely	that	
the	quarrel	between	Done	and	Holcroft	related	to	the	apparent	assassination	earlier	
that	year	of	Richard	Cholmeley,	also	in	St.	Paul’s	churchyard,	by	members	of	
Mainwaring's	affinity	(see	seeker	IDs	#1073-1077),	who	likewise	fled	to	sanctuary.

TNA,	KB	9/545,	mm.	87-90;	
KB	29/161,	m.	1d;	KB	
27/1115,	plea	m.	21;	LMA,	
Rep.	10,	fol.	95r;	L&P,	
14/1:584-85;	15:348;	
Nicolas,	Proceedings	Privy	
Council,	7:87;	N.	M.	Fuidge,	
"Done,	Sir	John,"	HPO;	R.	
J.W.	Swales,	"Holcroft,	Sir	
Thomas,"	HPO;	McSheffrey,	
SS,	170-79,	180,	182	

954

271 Donne Edward Northumberla
nd,	Heugh,	
Stamfordham

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1519 1519-07-08 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Donne	sought	sanctuary	on	8	Jul.	1519	
because	on	28	Jun.	1519,	in	Heugh,	after	John	Cooke	had	assaulted	him,	he	struck	
Cooke	on	the	body	with	a	spear,	giving	him	a	wound	from	which	Cooke	died	eight	
days	later.

SDSB,	82 223

737 Doune Robert Derbyshire,	
Chesterfield

brickmaker M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 1533-01-04 Felony Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Doune	took	sanctuary	on	4	Jan.	1533	for	
felony.

SDSB,	202 666

1822 Dounteham
e

John M Bristol,	St.	
Augustine's	
monastery

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1496 In	a	petition	submitted	to	Chancery,	John	Hewis,	Thomas	Harrys,	John	Dountehame,	
Nicholas	Mason	alias	Sporier,	Richard	Philippys,	Robert	Lokyar,	and	Dominic	Arthur	
complained	that	they	were	arrested	in	June	1496	within	the	sanctuary	precinct	of	St.	
Augustine's	monastery	by	Bristol	civic	officials	in	relation	to	a	trespass	suit	in	the	civic	
court;	it	is	unclear	if	they	had	taken	sanctuary	specifically	in	relation	to	the	trespass	or	
for	some	other	reason.

TNA,	C	1/207/59;	Great	
White	Book	of	Bristol,	43-67;	
Fleming,	"Conflict".

1440

1174 Douse John Staffordshire,	
Wolverhampt
on

capper M Church-taking,	
Staffordshire	

Taking	church
Abjuration

1529 Homicide The	King's	Bench	controlment	roll	for	Michaelmas	1529	has	a	record	that	Douse	
abjured	for	felony	and	murder	(no	indictment	found).

TNA,	KB	29/161,	m.	27 1034

666 Dove John Yorkshire,	
Stainforth

yeoman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1526 1526-01-15 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Dove	sought	sanctuary	on	15	Jan.	1526	for	
the	death	of	William	Mappulles,	also	of	Stainforth.

SDSB,	187 597

674 Dove John Yorkshire,	
Burstwick

labourer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1526 1526-08-20 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Dove	sought	sanctuary	at	Beverley	on	20	
Aug.	1526	for	debt.

SDSB,	188 605
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451 Dove	alias	
Blewet

John Norfolk,	
Norwich

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1498 1498-05-28 Security Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Dove	sought	sanctuary	on	28	May	1498	for	
security	of	his	body.	(Thornley	corrects	the	date.)

SDSB,	144;	Thornley,	
"Sanctuary	Registers	at	
Beverley,"	395

396

1337 Dowley Giles fishmonger M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 Debt In	the	1532	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Dowley	was	named	as	having	entered	for	
debt.

TNA,	SP	1/70,	fol.	133 1171

1695 Downe Thomas Essex,	
Shenfield

labourer M Church-taking,	
Hertfordshire,	
Amwell	
(Hertford	Priory)

Taking	church 1418 1418-07-28 Escape	from	
custody

At	peace	sessions	in	Hertfordshire,	jurors	report	that	William	Grisco	(#1693),	John	
Mille	(#1694),	and	Thomas	Downe	(#1695)	all	broke	out	of	Hertford	gaol	and	then	
they	fled	to	"the	church	of	the	priory	of	Hertford	in	the	town	of	Amwell"	(Amwell	was	
a	manor	belonging	to	Hertford	priory).	They	then,	from	negligence	of	the	
townspeople	of	Amwell,	subsequently	all	escaped	from	that	church.

TNA,	KB	9/1056,	m.	38 1474

959 Drakis Nicholas Surrey,	
Croydon

labourer M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1523 1523-11-10 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	at	Croydon,	Surrey,	14	Nov.	1523,	over	the	body	of	Agnes	Storer,	
"senior,"	wife	of	William	Storer,	"senior."	The	jurors	reported	that	on	10	Nov.	1523	
Drakis,	the	bailiff	of	William	Wyld	of	Croydon,	went	at	Wyld's	command	to	Croydon	
around	9	am	to	collect	rent	from	William	Storer,	senior,	who	was	behind	on	his	rent.	
Storer	refused	to	pay.	The	document	is	somewhat	defective,	but	it	appears	as	if	a	
fight	broke	out,	bringing	in	William	Storer	junior	and	his	wife	Agnes	junior,	along	with	
another	man,	William	Gromell.	In	the	fray,	Nicholas	Drakis	hit	Agnes	senior	in	the	
chest	with	a	hedge	bill,	and	she	died	of	the	wound	on	14	Nov.	Drakis	fled	to	sanctuary	
at	Westminster.

TNA,	KB	9/495,	m.	137 857

631 Draper Henry Yorkshire,	
Snaith

draper M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1523 1523-10-14 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Draper	sought	sanctuary	on	14	Oct.	1523	for	
debt.

SDSB,	180 562

1768 Draper John clerk M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1397 The	archdeacon	of	Westminster	wrote	to	the	king	to	argue	that	Draper,	a	clerk	who	
had	taken	the	privilege	of	the	sanctuary,	could	not	be	taken	from	the	sanctuary	
without	violating	the	sanctuary.

TNA,	SC	1/56/113 1543

916 Draycotes Richard Middlesex,	
Westminster

gentleman M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1516 1516-08-07 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	report	at	Westminster	in	the	abbot	of	Westminster's	liberty	on	7	
Aug.	1516,	over	the	body	of	Edward	Wright	alias	Messenger.	The	jurors	reported	that	
Richard	Draycotes,	gentleman,	and	Richard	Heydon,	William	Stanwyche,	Henry	Ellys,	
and	Alexander	Grome	(alias	Alexander	late	servant	of	William	Pykeryng,	gentleman),	
all	yeomen,	all	of	Westminster,	on	30	Jul.	1516	at	6pm	assaulted	Wright	at	

TNA,	KB	9/472	m.	78 821

1231 Drayton	
alias	ap	
Guyllem

Anne Herefordshire F Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1486 Asportation Security? Husband	John	Drayton	alleged	in	a	Chancery	bill	that	she	had	fled	from	him,	with	his	
goods,	to	the	Westminster	sanctuary.	Date	range	1486-93	or	1504-15.

TNA,	C	1/130/26 1081

302 Dromer Thomas chaplain M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1510 1510-11-22 Felony Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Dromer	sought	sanctuary	on	22	Nov.	1510	
for	felony.

SDSB,	112 250

600 Dukson John Lincolnshire,	
Gainsborough

shoemaker M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1517 1517-09-28 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Dukson	sought	sanctuary	on	28	Sept.	1517	
for	the	homicide	of	Roger	Cam.

SDSB,	174 532

1830 Dunne Thomas Suffolk,	Bury	
St.	Edmunds

malter M SJJ:	Chippenham	
Manor,	
Cambridgeshire

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1516 Debt In	a	Chancery	bill,	John	Elyngham	complained	that	after	Dunne	had	accepted	
payment	for	some	malt	but	had	not	yet	delivered	it,	he	fled	to	sanctuary	at	
Chippenham,	Cambs.	Elyngham	had	after	Dunne's	flight	had	some	malt	that	was	in	
Dunne's	house	seized	by	an	officer	of	the	town	of	Bury	St.	Edmunds,	but	then	
someone	else	had	stolen	it.	Year	approximate	(range	1515-18).	Chippenham	was	a	
manor	held	by	the	Hospitaller	order,	and	that	was	presumably	the	basis	of	the	
sanctuary	claim:	http://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/cambs/vol10/pp374-379.

TNA,	C	1/406/59 1599
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1251 Dycon Thomas London	 M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1499 The	Acts	of	the	court	of	the	Mercer's	Company	of	London	include	an	entry,	23	Jul.	
1499,	in	which	Dycon	was	dismissed	as	an	almsman	in	Whittington	College	(a	charity	
for	needy	men)	because	he	had	taken	sanctuary	at	Westminster;	the	reason	for	his	
taking	sanctuary	was	not	stated.

Laetitia	Lyell	and	Frank	D.	
Watney,	eds.,	Acts	of	Court	
of	the	Mercers’	Company,	
1453-1527	(Cambridge:	
Cambridge	University	Press,	
1936),	660-61

1095

978 Dycson William Staffordshire,	
Lichfield

chaplain M Church-taking,	
Staffordshire,	
Lichfield,	
Greyfriars

Taking	church
Ambiguous

1526 1526-02-26 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	at	Lichfield,	Staffs.,	on	26	Feb.	1526,	over	the	body	of	Ranulph	
Proctour.	The	jurors	reported	that	Dycson,	from	malice	aforethought,	on	24	Feb.	1526	
struck	Proctour	with	a	club	on	the	left	side	of	the	head,	giving	him	a	mortal	wound	
from	which	he	died	on	26	Feb.	Afterwards,	Dycson	fled	to	the	Greyfriars'	church	at	
Lichfield.	The	jurors	indicated	that	he	had	10s	worth	of	goods	and	that	they	were	in	
the	hands	of	the	bailiff	of	the	bishop	of	Chester.	They	also	named	Margaret	Egerton	
of	Lichfield,	spinster,	and	William	Stubbys	of	Lichfield,	shoemaker,	as	accessories,	for	
aiding,	abetting,	and	comforting	him.	It	is	unclear	whether	Dycson's	asylum	was	
meant	to	be	permanent	or	as	a	prelude	to	abjuration.

TNA,	KB	9/501/1,	m.	115 876

586 Dykart John Hampshire,	
Lymington

merchant M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1516 1516-10-27 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Dykart	sought	sanctuary	on	27	Oct.	1516	for	
debt.

SDSB,	171-72 519

357 Dykonson Henry Lincolnshire,	
Hadforgh	
[Hawthorpe?]

draper M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1510 1510-03-28 Security Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Dykonson	sought	sanctuary	on	28	Mar.	1510	
for	security	of	his	body.

SDSB,	124 305

1136 Dykson John London	 yeoman M Westminster	
Abbey	
dependency:	
Essex,	
Easterford	("The	
Bell")

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1513 1513-05-24 Asportation John	Taylor	alias	Clerk	and	John	Dykson	were	both	indicted	alnog	with	other	men	in	
Trinity	term	1513	because	on	17	May	1513	they	had	burglarized	the	house	of	Hugh	
Warberton	of	Kensington	and	stole	goods	and	money	worth	46s	8d.	When	asked	how	
they	pleaded,	Taylor	pleaded	that	he	was	a	privileged	man,	because	on	24	May	he	
and	Dykson	had	sought	the	privilege	at	the	Bell	at	Easterford*.	They	were	seized	from	
there	and	taken	to	Colchester	gaol.	Dykson	pleaded	not	guilty	to	the	felony,	but	when	
asked	further	how	he	responded	he	said	that	he	held	to	his	privilege	and	otherwise	
would	say	nothing.	The	king's	attorney	said	these	pleas	were	insufficient	in	law.	When	
they	insisted	upon	their	sanctuary	pleas,	the	court	ruled	that	they	were	to	be	taken	to	
the	Marshalsea	and	given	peine	forte	et	dure.		*NB:	Although	there	is	no	indication	of	
this	on	the	plea	roll,	Easterford	was	a	property	of	Westminster	Abbey.

TNA,	KB	27/1008,	rex	m.	17 1001

433 Dylcok William Yorkshire,	
Snaith

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1496 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Dylcok	sought	sanctuary	for	the	assault	and	
issuing	of	blood	from	Robert	Bawym,	who	seemed	imminently	about	to	die	from	a	
wound	Dylcok	had	inflicted	on	him.	This	entry	is	undated	and	the	previous	entry	is	12	
Feb.	1496.

SDSB,	140 378

1466 Dymmok Thomas knight M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1470 Civil	war Polydore	Vergil	reported	that	in	1470	Richard	Welles	and	Thomas	Dymmok,	who	had	
been	in	league	with	Warwick	and	Clarence,	went	into	sanctuary	at	Westminster	
fearing	Edward	IV's	ire;	Edward	persuaded	them	to	come	out	of	sanctuary	and	then	
beheaded	them	("to	the	worst	example	that	might	be").

Vergil,	English	History,	127;	
McSheffrey,	SS,	45

1296

64 Easby Christoph
er

Yorkshire,	
Ripon

sub-bailiff	of	
Ripon

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1495 1495-06-01 Homicide On	official	
duties

Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Christopher	and	William	Easby,	brothers,	
sought	sanctuary	on	1	Jun.	1495	because	on	the	previous	22	May	they	had	assaulted	
John	Dixson	of	Ripon,	Yorks.,	as	they	were	arresting	him.	Because	John	would	not	
allow	Christopher,	who	was	then	sub-bailiff,	to	arrest	him,	Christopher	struck	Dixson	
on	the	shoulder	with	a	bill	and	inflicted	a	great	wound,	from	which	Dixson	died.	
Christopher	sought	sanctuary	as	principal,	and	William	his	brother	as	accessory,	since	
he	was	present	at	the	time,	even	though	he	did	not	himself	inflict	a	wound.

SDSB,	25-26;	Fowler,	
"Sanctuary	Records,"	311-12
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65 Easby William Yorkshire,	
Ripon

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1495 1495-06-01 Homicide On	official	
duties

Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Christopher	and	William	Easby,	brothers,	
sought	sanctuary	on	1	Jun.	1495	because	on	the	previous	22	May	they	had	assaulted	
John	Dixson	of	Ripon,	Yorks.,	as	they	were	arresting	him.	Because	John	would	not	
allow	Christopher,	who	was	then	sub-bailiff,	to	arrest	him,	Christopher	struck	Dixson	
on	the	shoulder	with	a	bill	and	inflicted	a	great	wound,	from	which	Dixson	died.	
Christopher	sought	sanctuary	as	principal,	and	William	his	brother	as	accessory,	since	
he	was	present	at	the	time,	even	though	he	did	not	himself	inflict	a	wound.

SDSB,	25-26;	Fowler,	
"Sanctuary	Records,"	311-12

59

1876 Ebesham William M Chartered	
Sanctuary

1468 Debt In	a	letter	to	Sir	John	(II)	Paston	written	between	July	and	October	1468,	he	asked	
Paston	"to	see	me	sumwhat	rewardid	for	my	labour	in	the	grete	booke	which	I	wright	
vnto	your	seide	gode	maistirship."	Although	he	has	asked	Sir	John's	agent	for	money,	
it	appears	that	the	message	is	not	being	passed	on	to	Sir	John	himself.	"...and	God	
knowith	I	ly	in	seintwarye	at	grete	coste	and	amonges	right	vnresonable	askers."	
There	is	no	indication	which	sanctuary	he	was	in	(likely	Westminster	or	SMLG),	nor	
the	reason,	although	the	context	makes	debt	by	far	the	most	likely	cause.

Paston	Letters,	2:387;	
McSheffrey,	SS ,	43

1643

1092 Edale John M Church-taking,	
Staffordshire,	
Stafford,	St.	
Bertram

Taking	church
Abjuration

Southampt
on

1419 1419-09-11 Asportation Coroner's	roll	for	Staffordshire	records	that	on	11	Sept.	1419	Edale	took	church	at	St.	
Bertram's	church	in	Stafford,	confessed	a	theft	to	the	coroner,	and	abjured.

TNA,	JUST	2/167,	m.	5d	 964

658 Edell Robert Durham,	
Durham	City

butcher M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1525 1525-02-12 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Edell	sought	sanctuary	on	12	Feb.	1525	for	
debt.

SDSB,	185 589

970 Edmund Maurice London	 yeoman M Church-taking,	
Hertfordshire,	
Hertford	All	
Saints

Taking	church
Abjuration

Lynn 1525 1525-11-26 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	26	Nov.	1525	Edmund	took	the	church	of	All	Saints	in	
Hertford.	He	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	20	Nov.	1523	at	Anglesey	in	Wales	he	
had	assaulted	David	ap	Ryce	and	killed	him.	He	abjured.	Note	that	Edmund	was	one	
of	seven	men	who	took	sanctuary	in	Hertford	parish	churches	on	the	same	day,	each	
of	whom	had	been	involved	in	different	felonies,	suggesting	that	they	had	all	broken	
out	of	a	gaol	(Hertford	Castle?)	while	awaiting	trial.

TNA,	KB	9/501/1,	m.	89	 868

845 Edriche Richard London	 hackneyman M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1478 1478-05-21 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	at	the	parish	of	St.	Olave	Colman	Street,	London,	19	June	1478,	
over	the	body	of	John	Aventry	of	London,	gentleman.	Jurors	reported	that	on	21	May	
1478	Edriche	feloniously	lay	in	wait	for	and	attacked	Aventry	with	a	staff,	giving	him	a	
wound	from	which	he	died	on	19	June.	Immediately	after	(21	May	or	19	June?),	
Edriche	fled	to	Westminster.	Edriche	was	aided	by	accessories	John	Redknappe	of	
London,	mercer;	William	My	of	London,	cook;	and	Agnes	Thomson	of	London,	
housewife,	wife	of	John	Thomson	of	London,	fuller.	A	note	on	the	bill	indicates	that	
Aventry	was	in	the	Marshalsea;	the	writ	calling	the	report	up	to	King's	Bench	is	dated	
4	Oct.	1478.

TNA,	KB	9/348,	mm.	1-2 760

1839 Edwards John London	 servant M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1456 Asportation The	Great	Chronicle	reported	that	in	April	1456,	John	Edwards,	servant	of	John	Lock,	
mercer,	assaulted	an	Italian	merchant;	Edwards	was	arrested	for	it	but	later	released,	
and	subsequently	a	mob	sacked	Italian	merchants'	houses	in	London.	Several	others	
were	committed	to	Newgate	and	Edwards	fled	to	Westminster	"and	there	abode	as	a	
sanctuary	man,	whereby	he	saved	his	life."

Great	Chronicle,	188;	J.	L.	
Bolton,	“The	City	and	the	
Crown,	1456-61,”	London	
Journal	12	(1986):	12-13.

1606
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1835 Edwards John M Westminster	
Abbey	
dependency:	
Knowle,	
Warwickshire

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1529 Asportation According	to	a	Star	Chamber	bill	submitted	by	Sir	George	Throckmorton,	he	was	
prevented	in	1529	from	taking	temporary	possession	of	the	Hospitaller	manor	of	
Balsall	--	as	he	was	commanded	to	do	pending	a	suit	in	Chancery	between	Martin	
Docwra	and	William	Weston,	prior	of	the	Hospitaller	order	--	by	Docwra's	summoning	
of	fifteen	sanctuary	men	from	Knowle	sanctuary,	among	whom	Throckmorton	named	
two	thieves,	John	Edwards	and	William	Somer.	Throckmorton	indicates	that	he	was	
able	to	arrest	Edwards	and	Somer	and	take	them	to	Warwick	gaol	to	answer	for	their	
felonies.

TNA,	STAC	2/12/236 1604

1076 Edwards William London	 yeoman M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1539 1539-01-31 Homicide Coroner’s	inquest	convened	10	Feb.	1539	in	St.	Gregory’s	parish	in	London	over	the	
body	of	Richard	Cholmeley,	gentleman.	The	jurors	reported	that	on	31	Jan.	1539	at	9	
am,	Cholmeley	had	been	attacked	and	killed	in	the	churchyard	of	St.	Paul’s	cathedral	
by	five	men,	John	Mainwaring,	Robert	Jones,	Thomas	Potter,	William	Edwards,	and	
Hugh	Griffith.	They	gave	him	a	wound	on	the	back	of	his	head	that	penetrated	to	his	
brain,	from	which	wound	he	died	on	9	Feb.	Following	their	deeds,	the	jurors	reported,	
the	perpetrators	fled.	The	jurors	also	reported	that	the	killing	had	been	

TNA,	KB	9/541,	mm.	85-7;	KB	
27/1112,	rex	m.	9

952

1729 Edway Anthony Middlesex,	
Westminster,	
St.	Clement	
Danes

fletcher M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1518 1518-08-23 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	in	the	parish	of	St.	Mary	le	Strand	in	Middlesex,	within	the	liberty	of	
the	abbot	of	Westminster,	on	1	Oct.	1518,	over	the	body	of	Anthony	Niger	alias	
Liegard.	The	jurors	reported	that	Anthony	Edway	wounded	Anthony	Niger	seriously	
on	22	Aug.	1518,	from	precogitated	malice,	in	the	parish	of	St.	Clement	Danes.	On	1	
Oct.	1518,	Niger	died	from	the	wound.	On	the	day	of	the	attack,	22	Aug.,	the	
constables	of	the	parish	went	to	the	house	of	Edway's	master,	Geoffrey	Lloid,	
fletcher,	in	the	parish	of	St.	Clement,	to	find	security	for	Edway	concerning	the	affray,	
and	Lloid	answered	that	he	himself,	as	constable	for	the	parish,	would	guarantee	that	
Edway	would	answer	for	the	affray.	The	following	day,	however,	Edway	took	
sanctuary	at	Westminster	Abbey	for	the	assault,	and	when	Niger	died	Edway	became	
privileged	there	for	the	felony	and	murder,	from	Lloid's	negligence.

TNA,	KB	9/969,	m.	8 1509

1248 Elles John London	 scholar M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1556 1556-11-05 Homicide A	coroner's	inquest	6	Nov.	1556	at	Westminster	over	the	body	of	John	Obett	of	
Westminster,	yeoman.	The	jurors	reported	that	on	5	Nov.	between	11	and	12	noon,	
Elles,	one	of	the	scholars	at	the	common	school	of	the	city	of	Westminster,	coming	
from	the	school	along	with	the	other	pupils	by	Westminster	Hall,	saw	certain	maps	
and	charts	that	Obett	had	for	sale.	Obett	told	the	boys	to	get	away,	and	Elles	and	
Obett	began	to	exchange	opprobrious	words.	Obett	picked	up	a	small	rock	and	threw	
it	at	the	boys,	and	hit	Elles	on	the	back	of	his	leg,	and	Elles	picked	up	the	rock	and	
threw	it	back	at	Obett,	and	hit	him	on	the	ear,	giving	him	a	mortal	wound	from	which	
Obett	immediately	died.	Thus	the	jurors	found	that	Elles	had	killed	Obett	by	chance	
medley.	Immediately	Elles	fled	to	the	sanctuary	of	the	blessed	Peter	at	Westminster,	
and	there	he	remained.	The	chronicler	Machyn	also	mentioned	this	case:	when	he	
noted	that	on	6	Dec.	1556	the	abbot	went	in	procession	with	the	sanctuary	men	
preceding	him,	amongst	them	was	one	who	"killed	a	big	boy	that	sold	papers	and	
printed	books,	with	the	hurling	of	a	stone,	hitting	him	under	the	ear	in	Westminster	
Hall.	The	boy	was	one	of	the	children	that	was	at	the	school	there	in	the	abbey.	The	
boy	is	a	hosier's	son	above	London	Stone"	(at	Cannon	Street	in	the	city).

WAM,	MS	64911;	LMA,	MS	
MJ/SP/XX/486;	Machyn,	
Chronicle,	fols.	56r,	63v
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919 Ellys Henry Middlesex,	
Westminster

yeoman M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1516 1516-08-07 Homicide Accessory Coroner's	inquest	report	at	Westminster	in	the	abbot	of	Westminster's	liberty	on	7	
Aug.	1516,	over	the	body	of	Edward	Wright	alias	Messenger.	The	jurors	reported	that	
Richard	Draycotes,	gentleman,	and	Richard	Heydon,	William	Stanwyche,	Henry	Ellys,	
and	Alexander	Grome	(alias	Alexander	late	servant	of	William	Pykeryng,	gentleman),	
all	yeomen,	all	of	Westminster,	on	30	Jul.	1516	at	6pm	assaulted	Wright	at	
Westminster,	giving	him	a	wound	from	which	he	died	on	6	Aug.	Draycotes	and	
Heydon	were	the	principals	and	the	others	were	accessories.	The	jurors	also	say	that	
Thomas	Swalowe	of	Westminster	tried	to	capture	the	felons	and	chased	them,	and	as	
he	did	so	he	saw	John	Haynes	of	Westminster,	cutler,	one	of	the	constables	of	the	
town	of	Westminster,	and	in	the	name	of	the	king	he	ordered	him	to	catch	and	arrest	
the	felons	and	murderers,	but	Haynes	publicly	refused	to	do	this,	so	that	the	men	
were	able	to	escape	to	sanctuary	at	Westminster.

TNA,	KB	9/472	m.	78 821

170 Elwald James Scotland M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1508 1508-12-22 Asportation Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Elwald,	"born	a	Scot,"	sought	sanctuary	on	22	
Dec.	1508	because	together	with	others	he	broke	into	the	house	of	an	unnamed	man	
at	Horsley	near	Prudhoe	in	Northumberland,	in	mid-September	1506.	

SDSB,	54 137

305 Elynor Richard Yorkshire,	
North	Cave,	
Brough

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1511 1511-01-10 Felony Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Elynor	sought	sanctuary	on	10	Jan.	1511	for	
felony.

SDSB,	113 253

1307 Elys James M Church-taking,	
Norfolk	

Taking	church
Abjuration

1528 On	17	Jan.	1528,	the	duke	of	Suffolk	wrote	a	letter	to	Cardinal	Wolsey	from	Lynne,	
Norfolk,	reporting	that	he	had	examined	William	Husey	(ID	#1306)	and	James	Elys	(ID	
#1307),	two	sanctuary-seekers,	"in	as	sharp	a	manner	as	he	could,	before	most	of	the	
worshipful	of	the	shire,"	but	he	could	not	get	any	further	information	from	him.	
Suffolk	therefore	"ordered	them	to	be	restored	to	sanctuary,	swearing	to	go	straight	
to	the	sea	side."

TNA,	SP	1/46,	fol.	107	(L&P,	
4/2:1696)

1141

208 Emerson James Northumberla
nd,	Lowick[?]

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1514 1514-12-14 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Emerson	sought	sanctuary	on	12	Dec.	1514	
because,	after	he	had	been	assaulted	himself	in	William	Ray's	house	at	Lowick	in	
Northumberland	on	4	Dec.	114,	he	lethally	struck	Henry	Walker	over	the	head	with	a	
bastard	sword,	killing	him	immediately.

SDSB,	66-67 174

352 en	Fount	
alias	
Harwod

Peter Somerset,	
Bridgewater

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1510 1510-02-26 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Peter	en	Fount	sought	sanctuary	on	26	Feb.	
[no	year	-	but	next	entry	is	1510],	for	debt.

SDSB,	123 300

673 Erdy John Yorkshire,	
Preston	in	
Holderness

butcher M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1526 1526-07-30 Felony Also	debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Erdy	sought	sanctuary	on	30	Jul.	1526	for	
felony	and	debt.

SDSB,	188 604

808 Ermitage Robert Yorkshire,	
Wakefield

groom M Church-taking,	
Surrey,	
Bermondsey

Taking	church 1425 1425-02-01 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	Ermitage	had	taken	church	at	St.	Saviour's	in	
Bermondsey	on	1	Feb.	1425,	and	confessed	various	thefts	to	the	coroner.	There	is	no	
indication	of	abjuration.	A	writ	dated	13	May	1427	had	asked	for	the	record	to	be	
delivered	to	KB,	and	a	note	on	the	memorandum	indicates	he	was	in	the	Marshalsea.

TNA,	KB	9/222/2,	mm.	40-41 734

1680 Erswik Ralph Staffordshire,	
Stafford

M Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 Debt In	Chancery	bill	from	1533-38,	widow	Elizabeth	Erswik	complains	that	she	has	been	
sued	in	Stafford	for	a	debt	owed	by	Ralph	Erswik,	her	son,	who	has	"now	fled	out	of	
the	Contrey	to	saintuare	as	it	is	said."

TNA,	C	1/783/27 1462

211 Erynton William M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1515 1515-08-08 Asportation Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Erynton	sought	sanctuary	on	8	Aug.	1515	
because	he	had	stolen	a	horse	from	[blank]	at	[blank]	on	[blank]	day	of	the	month	
[blank]	two	years	ago.

SDSB,	67 177

375 Eshton John Suffolk,	
Ipswich

chapman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1511 Security Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Eshton	sought	sanctuary	on	[blank	day,	blank	
month],	3	Hen.	VIII	[1511-12],	for	security	of	his	body.	Follows	entry	dated	4	Aug.	
1511,	precedes	entry	dated	11	Dec.	1511.

SDSB,	128 323
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1871 Esteneys	
alias	
Sampson

John Surrey,	
Southwark

weaver M Church-taking,	
Surrey,	Chertsey	
St.	Mary

Taking	church
Abjuration

Portsmouth 1451 1451-10-28 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	(recorded	on	the	KB	coram	rege	roll)	that	on	28	Oct.	1451	
Esteneys	fled	to	the	church	of	St.	Mary,	Chertsey,	for	sanctuary.	He	confessed	to	the	
coroner	that	on	20	Oct.	1451	he	had	broken	into	the	house	of	Richard	Prat	at	Walton	
on	Thames	and	stole	a	gown,	a	set	of	bagpipes,	eight	large	cheeses,	and	other	goods	
worth	6s	8d;	and	he	also	broke	into	the	house	of	Thomas	Briggeman	at	Walton	on	the	
same	day	and	stole	various	items.	Abjured,	assigned	Portsmouth.	In	Michaelmas	1452	
he	appeared	in	King's	Bench	and,	when	asked	why	sentence	should	not	be	executed	
having	been	found	in	realm,	he	had	no	answer	and	was	sentenced	to	hang.

TNA,	KB	27/766,	rex	m.	38	
(GD)

1637

1690 Estham	alias	
Salter

Richard Norfolk,	
Estham

M Church-taking,	
Surrey,	Cheam	
St.	Dunstan

Taking	church
Abjuration

Winchelsea 1429 1429-05-28 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	28	May	1429,	having	taken	church	at	Cheam,	Estham	
confessed	to	the	coroner	that	in	Oct.	1423	he	had	killed	John	Langley,	son	of	William	
Langley,	at	Godston,	Norfolk.	A	note	on	the	indictment	(S')	indicates	he	was	hanged,	
presumably	after	having	been	caught	in	the	realm	following	abjuration.	Freeman	
notes	that	Estham	abjured	from	same	church	on	same	day	as	John	Grene	(#1691).

TNA,	KB	9/1046,	mm.	27-28;	
Freeman,	"And	He	Abjured,"	
290

1471

1236 Estwicke Hugh Worcestershir
e,	Bewdley

M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1556 1556-01-20 Debt In	a	Chancery	suit,	Thomas	Smythe	of	Birmingham	alleged	Estwicke,	a	wealthy	
merchant	of	Bewdley,	went	into	Westminster	sanctuary	fraudulently	in	order	to	
prevent	creditors	from	collecting	debts;	once	in	sanctuary	he	signed	over	all	his	goods	
to	his	brother-in-law,	Henry	Segewick	of	Sutton	Coldfield,	to	confound	his	creditors.

TNA,	C	1/1467/23	 1084

797 Eton Ralph London	 M Church-taking,	
Surrey,	
Southwark,	St.	
Margaret

Taking	church 1415 1415-04-09 Felony Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	9	Apr.	1415	Eton	took	church	at	St.	Margaret's	in	
Southwark	and	acknowledged	to	the	coroner	that	he	was	a	felon;	because	of	the	
"defect	of	good	custody"	of	the	people	of	Southwark,	however,	he	was	able	to	escape	
the	following	day.

TNA,	KB	9/207/2,	m.	35 723

37 Ewbank Adam Westmorland,	
Stainmore

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1487 1487-10-10 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Ewbank	sought	sanctuary	on	10	Oct.	1487	
because	in	Stainmore,	co.	Westmoreland,	on	the	previous	4	Oct.	he	killed	a	man,	as	
he	believed.

SDSB,	13-14 32

145 Excelby John Yorkshire,	
Landmonth,	
Northallerton

gentleman M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1506 1506-12-21 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Excelby	sought	sanctuary	on	21	Dec.	1506	
because	on	9	Dec.	at	Northallerton	he	killed	Ralph	Tiplady	with	a	winyard,	giving	him	
a	wound	on	his	arm	from	which	he	died	9	days	later.	

SDSB,	46-47 115
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1151 Eye	alias	
Wymyngton

Humphre
y

Wiltshire,	
Great	Bedwyn,	
Stock

yeoman M Bewdley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1534 1534-03-23 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	23	Mar.	1534	at	Great	Bedwyn,	Wilts.,	over	the	body	of	John	Flory.	
The	jurors	reported	that	Eye	attacked	Flory	with	a	crossbow	and	forked	arrow	and	
killed	him;	he	did	so	at	the	request	of	his	master,	Thomas	Essex,	gentleman	[whose	
father	Sir	William	Essex	held	the	manor	at	Great	Bedwyn].	The	inquest	report	tells	a	
detailed	story	of	the	aftermath:	at	the	manor	house	at	nearby	Stock,	Eye	washed	the	
blood	from	the	arrow	and	left	it	and	the	crossbow	in	his	master's	house	where	they	
had	been	before;	and	then	Humphrey	admitted	to	a	certain	Anne	Hulcott	of	Stock,	
one	of	Thomas	Essex's	servants,	that	he	had	killed	John	Flory,	and	he	asked	her	to	say	
that	she	had	not	seen	him	in	the	house	on	the	previous	night,	and	asked	her	for	
something	to	drink,	which	she	gave	him.	Afterwards,	Eye	fled	from	Stock	to	the	house	
of	a	certain	William	Myldnall	at	Rudge	in	the	parish	of	Froxfield,	and	there	he	took	his	
long	bow	and	went	towards	Littlecott,	where	he	asked	a	certain	Miles	Atkynson	
where	he	could	find	Thomas	Essex.	And	then	he	left	from	there	to	go	to	Lambourn	
[Berks.],	to	the	house	of	Sir	William	Essex,	knight,	where	he	asked	to	speak	with	
Thomas	Essex.	Essex,	knowing	from	what	John	Curr	his	servant	had	told	him,	that	
Humphrey	had	committed	the	aforesaid	murder,	sent	him	an	angel	noble	(a	coin	
worth	7s	6d)	and	ordered	him	to	go	to	any	sanctuary,	for	his	safety,	and	saying	to	
Humphrey,	"send	to	me	word	where	you	are	staying,	and	I	will	give	you	something	
towards	your	support."	And	then	Humphrey	left	to	go	to	the	sanctuary	at	Bewdley	in	
Shropshire,	where	he	still	remains.	In	Trinity	1536,	Thomas	Essex	appeared	before	
King's	Bench,	and	pleaded	not	guilty;	once	Humphrey	was	outlawed	as	the	principal	in	
the	felony,	Essex's	case	went	to	jury	and	he	was	acquitted.

TNA,	KB	9/529,	m.	162;	KB	
27/1100,	rex	m.	1;	
McSheffrey,	SS,	181-2

1012

48 Fairbarne Christoph
er

Northumberla
nd,	Fallodon

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1491 1491-05-02 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Fairbarne	sought	sanctuary	on	2	May	1491	
because	on	19	Nov.	1490	at	the	mill	at	Brompton	[Brunton?],	Northumberland,	he	
struck	William	Scott	on	the	head	with	an	iron	fork	shaft.	A	certain	youth	named	
Robert	Wilkinson,	a	co-worker,	then	stabbed	Scott	twice	in	the	chest	with	a	dagger,	
and	from	these	wounds	to	the	head	and	chest	he	immediately	died.	

SDSB,	18 43

1338 Fartlawe **** M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 Felony In	the	1532	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	[Blank]	Fartlawe	was	named	as	having	
entered	for	felony.

TNA,	SP	1/70,	fol.	133 1172

502 Fawall Henry Lincolnshire,	
Baston[?]

glover M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1523 1523-03-23 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Fawall	sought	sanctuary	on	23	Mar.	1523	for	
debt.

SDSB,	154 444

956 Fawx Peter Huntingdonshi
re,	
Godmanchest
er

miller M Church-taking,	
Huntingdonshire
,	Huntingdon	St.	
Mary

Taking	church
Abjuration

Dover 1523 1523-10-13 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	13	Oct.	1523	that	Fawx	fled	to	the	parish	church	of	the	
Blessed	Mary	in	Huntingdon.	On	25	Oct.	he	called	for	the	coroner	and	confessed	that	
he	had	broken	into	a	close	at	Shelton	in	Northants.,	and	stolen	two	horses.	He	
abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/494,	m.	74 854

1190 Fayere	alias	
Hyll

Robert Hertfordshire,	
Ware

labourer M SJJ	Clerkenwell	
(abjuration	from	
Hertfordshire,	
Ware	Greyfriars)

Taking	church
Abjuration	to	
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 1532-03-09 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	9	Mar.	1532	Robert	Fayer	and	Richard	Stanley	took	
the	Greyfriars	church	in	Ware,	and	separately	sought	the	coroner.	On	10	Mar.	they	
each	separately	confessed	that	on	15	Feb.	1532	they	had	broken	into	a	house	in	
Stondon,	Herts.,	and	stolen	some	cloth,	and	they	also	confessed	other	thefts.	They	
both	say	that	Richard	Fayerfox	of	Wadysmyll	[Westmill?]	in	Herts.,	yeoman,	and	
Agnes	Fayerforde	of	Wadysmill,	spinster,	alias	Agnes	Fayerfox,	on	6	Mar.,	knowing	
them	to	be	felons,	received	them.	They	abjured.	Robert	Fayer	chose	the	liberty	of	the	
church	of	St.	John	of	Jerusalem,	and	Richard	Mortymer	chose	the	sanctuary	of	
Beverley.

TNA,	KB	9/521,	m.	73;	KB	
29/165,	m.	26

1047

775 Faylles John London	 merchant	
tailor

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1539 1539-10-13 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Faylles	sought	sanctuary	on	13	Oct.	1539	for	
debt.

SDSB,	211 704
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1820 Fayrecoke Henry Yorkshire,	
Watton	
Abbey;	
Norfolk,	
Southrepps

sherman M Church-taking,	
Norfolk,	
Norwich	Friars	
Minor

Taking	church 1500 Felony In	a	Chancery	bill,	the	gaoler	of	Norwich	Castle,	William	Hyrde,	indicates	that	Henry	
Fayrecoke,	in	his	custody	having	been	indicted	for	felony,	escaped,	along	with	five	
others,	unnamed,	from	the	castle	and	into	sanctuary	at	the	Friars	Minor	in	Norwich.	
Year	approximate	(range	1493-1500).	The	pardon	roll	for	Henry	VIII's	first	regnal	year	
indicates	that	Henry	Fayrecoke	of	Watton	Abbey,	Yorkshire,	sherman,	and	of	
Southrepps,	Norfolk,	was	pardoned	in	1509.	

TNA,	C	1/206/75;	L&P,	1:227 1594

96 Fechet William Yorkshire,	
Harpam

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1499 1499-02-19 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Fechet	sought	sanctuary	on	19	Feb.	1499	
because	he	assaulted	William	Fox	on	22	Oct.	1498,	striking	him	with	a	sword	in	divers	
places,	especially	the	head,	from	which	wounds	he	assumed	that	Fox	died.	

SDSB,	31 86

603 Federston Richard Yorkshire,	
Selby

gentleman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1521 1521-12-16 Felony Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Federston	sought	sanctuary	on	16	Dec.	1521	
for	felony.

SDSB,	175 535

498 Feldlaw Robert Kent,	
Kambworth[?]

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1489 1489-04-20 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	on	20	Apr.	1489	Feldlaw	sought	sanctuary	for	
the	death	of	John	Robyns	of	London.

SDSB,	154 440

1320 Fenton Peter M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1531 Felony In	the	1532	and	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	censuses,	Fenton	was	named	as	having	
entered	c.	1531	for	felony.

TNA,	SP	1/70,	fol.	133;	SP	
1/238,	fols.	72-73

1154

414 Fereman John Essex,	North	
Weald	Bassett

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1500 1500-01-17 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Fereman	sought	sanctuary	on	17	Jan.	1500	
for	debt.

SDSB,	136 359

977 Fermor William Kent,	
Staplehurst

labourer M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1525 1525-11-30 Homicide Unintentiona
l	killing

Coroner's	inquest	30	Nov.	1525	at	Staplehurst,	Kent,	over	the	body	of	James	Kyng.	
Jurors	report	that	at	Staplehurst	on	30	Nov.	1525	between	1	and	2	am,	"at	dawn,"	in	
a	workhouse	belonging	to	William	Scranton,	Kyng	and	William	Fermor	were	eating	
bread	and	cheese	for	breakfast,	and	Fermor	had	a	knife	in	his	left	hand	to	cut	the	
bread	and	cheese,	and	Kyng,	fooling	around	("ludens")	with	Fermor,	caused	Fermor	
against	his	will	to	cut	Kyng's	leg,	giving	him	a	wound	from	which	he	died	then	and	
there.	The	jurors	thus	concluded	that	James	died	accidentally	and	against	Fermor's	
will.	Fermor	nonetheless	fled,	pursued	through	the	four	nearest	townships	by	the	
inhabitants	of	Staplehurst.	The	people	of	Staplehurst	have	knowledge	that	Fermor	
took	sanctuary	in	St.	Martin	le	Grand	in	London.

TNA,	KB	9/501/1,	m.	104 875

497 Fernell John Yorkshire,	
Asselby[?]

yeoman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1488 1488-11-17 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Fernell	sought	sanctuary	on	17	Nov.	1488	
and	admitted	that	he	had	killed	Thomas	Rodley	with	a	staff	on	9	Nov.	of	the	same	
year.

SDSB,	153-54 439

130 Ferror Roland Durham,	
Frosterley,	
Bishop	
Auckland

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1505 1505-08-05 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Ferror	sought	sanctuary	on	5	Aug.	1505	for	
the	homicide	of	Alexander	Marley,	whom	he	struck	on	the	head	with	a	pikestaff	in	a	
field	near	Frosterley,	from	which	wound	Marley	died	8	days	later.

SDSB,	43 105

520 Feyndpen Richard Nottinghamshi
re,	Retford

surgeon M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1493 1493-07-09 Homicide Also	debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Feyndpen	sought	sanctuary	on	9	Jul.	1493	for	
fear	of	the	death	of	William	"of	the	Ille	exsam"[?],	labourer,	and	for	debts.

SDSB,	158 461

943 Feysche Thomas Yorkshire,	
York

lumberer M Durham	
dependency:	
Crayke,	
Yorkshire	
(Durham	manor)

Ambiguous 1521 1521-05-27 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	in	the	city	of	York,	28	May	1521,	over	the	body	of	Gregory	
Honchonson.	The	jurors	report	that	the	day	before	about	9	am	at	Paynley	Crofts	in	
the	suburbs	of	the	city,	Feysche	attacked	Honchonson	and	gave	him	a	wound	from	
which	he	died	the	following	day.	After	he	had	committed	the	felony	he	fled	"to	the	
town	of	Crayke	[in	Yorkshire],	which	is	a	sanctuary."	Crayke	was	a	manor	held	by	the	
bishop	of	Durham;	the	bishop	had	made	arguments	in	the	reign	of	Edward	I	about	the	
exercise	of	liberties	there.	This	may	be	another	example	of	the	extension	of	sanctuary	
rights	by	chartered	sanctuaries	to	their	dependencies.	See	VCH	Yorks.,	North	Riding,	
2:119-24;	http://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/yorks/north/vol2/pp119-124

TNA,	KB	9/486,	m.	36 841

547 Fitchett Thomas Nottinghamshi
re,	Alverton

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1481 1481-08-19 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Fitchett	sought	sanctuary	on	19	Aug.	1481	
for	the	death	of	John	Gawdre,	also	of	Alverton,	killed	by	him	on	20	Jul.	1481.

SDSB,	163-64 482
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1388 Fitz	Williams Richard M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1531 Homicide In	the	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Fitz	Williams	is	identified	as	having	
entered	for	murder,	c.	1531.

TNA,	SP	1/238,	fols.	72-73 1222

1239 Flaget Thomas Berkshire,	
Newbury

M Beaulieu Chartered	
Sanctuary

1527 Named	in	1526-28	Star	Chamber	suit	[dated	to	1527	here]	brought	by	his	widow,	
Maude,	who	claims	that	John	Chery,	esq.,	wrongfully	occupied	a	tenement	while	
Flaget	was	in	sanctuary	at	Beaulieu.

TNA,	STAC	10/1/46 1087

260 Flecher	alias	
Richardson

Randall Cheshire,	
Tarvin

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1518 1518-06-15 Homicide Accessory Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Robert	Massy,	Nicholas	Leythfote,	Randall	
Flecher	alias	Richardson,	and	Richard	Keyrfote	sought	sanctuary	on	15	Jun.	1518	
because	on	29	Jun.	4	years	before	(1514)	at	Huntington	Park	in	Cheshire,	they	were	
accessories	to	Thomas	Mulnesse	as	he	struck	Thomas	Huchen	alias	Parkar,	the	parker	
of	Huntington	park,	with	a	crabtree	staff.	Huchen	died	three	weeks	later.

SDSB,	79-80 214

652 Flemmyng John Yorkshire,	
Crofton

gentleman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1524 1524-12-05 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Flemmyng	sought	sanctuary	on	5	Dec.	1524	
for	debt.

SDSB,	184 583

663 Fletcher John London	 sherman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1525 1525-10-27 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Fletcher	sought	sanctuary	on	27	Oct.	1525	
for	debt.

SDSB,	186 594

734 Fletcher William Yorkshire,	
Great	
Houghton

tanner M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 1532-09-16 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Fletcher	sought	sanctuary	on	16	Sept.	1532	
for	debt.

SDSB,	201 663

1189 Flexton	alias	
Flaxton

John London	 tailor M Beaulieu	
(abjuration	from	
Sussex,	
Ichingfield,	St.	
Nicholas)

Taking	church
Abjuration
Abjuration	to	Ch	
Sanctuary
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1531 1531-11-14 Homicide Also	burglary Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	14	Nov.	1531	Flexston	took	the	church	of	St.	
Nicholas	at	Ichingfield,	Sussex,	confessing	to	the	coroner	that	he	had,	together	with	
Thomas	Fowle	of	Kent,	committed	a	murder	in	Rutland;	and	that	with	Fowle	and	
Randall	Platte	he	had	burgarized	a	house.	He	abjured,	choosing	the	sanctuary	at	
Beaulieu,	and	was	branded.

TNA,	KB	9/521,	m.	84;	KB	
29/165,	m.	25d

1046

1583 Florey John Esquire M Tewkesbury	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1471 1471-05-04 Civil	war Florey	was	amongst	the	Lancastrian	forces	at	the	battle	of	Tewkesbury	4	May	1471;	
according	to	Warkworth's	Chronicle,	upon	defeat	he	and	others	in	the	Lancastrian	
forces	sought	sanctuary	at	Tewkesbury	Abbey.	Edward	IV	initially	pardoned	them,	but	
then	rescinded	the	pardon	and	extracted	them	from	the	abbey	and	tried	and	
executed	them	all.

Warkworth,	Chronicle,	18-19 1122

695 Flower John Yorkshire,	
Burstwick

labourer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1527 1527-07-29 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Flower	sought	sanctuary	on	29	Jul.	1527	for	
the	death	of	Roland	Stephenson.

SDSB,	194 626

1299 Floyd John tailor M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1525 Debt A	"certificate"	of	"persons	within	St.	Martin's	sanctuary,"	dated	13	Feb.	1525,	lists	
John	Floyd,	tailor,	having	taken	sanctuary	for	debt,	as	lodging	in	Cock	Alley.

TNA,	SP	1/33,	fol.	148	(L&P,	
4/1:473)

1134

1502 Foket William Hampshire,	
Freshwater	
[Isle	of	Wight]

labourer M Church-taking,	
Surrey,	
Southwark,	St.	
Thomas

Taking	church 1439 1439-07-25 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	Foket	took	church	at	St.	Thomas	the	Martyr	in	
Southwark	on	25	July	1439,	and	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	3	Jan.	1434	he	had	
broken	into	the	parish	church	of	Petersfield,	Hampshire,	and	stolen	a	chalice	and	
other	goods.	No	indication	of	abjuration;	the	indictment	notes	he	was	in	the	
Marshalsea	and	the	writ	calling	up	the	memo	to	KB	was	dated	18	June	1449.

TNA,	KB	9/232/2,	m.	58 1323

1477 Folses Robert barber M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 In	a	petition	to	Cromwell	as	one	of	the	king's	council,	James	Bacon	of	London,	
alebrewer,	complained	that	Robert	Folses,	barber	and	sanctuary	man	of	St.	Martin's,	
who	"nightly	cometh	out	into	the	parts	where	[Bacon]	dwells,"	had	convinced	Henry	
Gatesford	of	London,	fustian	shearer,	to	"inveigle	and	carry	away"	a	16-year-old	
female	servant,	along	with	25s	in	money,	from	Bacon.

TNA,	SP	1/81	(L&P,	6:665) 1304
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875 Forde Robert Berkshire,	
Brightwell-
cum-Sotwell

husbandman M Culham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1507 1507-05-15 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	report	at	Brightwell	manor,	Berks.,	in	the	liberty	of	the	bishop	of	
Winchester,	16	May	1507,	over	the	body	of	John	Scolfyld,	chaplain.	Jurors	reported	
that	Scofyld	had	been	in	a	certain	field	called	Heycroft,	in	Brightwell	manor,	on	15	
May	1507	when	Robert	Forde	attacked	him	with	a	dagger,	stabbing	him	in	the	throat	
and	instantly	killing	him.	As	soon	as	he	committed	the	felony	he	fled	to	the	priory	of	
Wallingford,	and	"then	to	a	certain	holy	place	called	Culham	in	Oxfordshire."	At	the	
peace	sessions	at	Wallingford	on	10	Jun.	1507,	the	jurors	presented	some	more	
details:	that	Forde	stayed	at	Wallingford	priory	until	19	May	1507,	on	which	day	
William	Hemyngford,	a	monk	of	the	priory,	along	with	a	number	of	yeomen	of	
Wallingford	(Thomas	Depdale,	Thomas	Marten,	Richard	Morgan),	and	Richard	Ford	of	
Sotwell,	husbandman,	Thomas	Bedford	of	Clifton,	Oxon.,	husbandman,	and	William	
Rouland	of	Sotwell,	labourer,	knowing	that	Robert	Forde	had	committed	the	felony,	
with	force	and	arms	took	him	away	from	the	priory	to	a	boat	waiting	on	the	River	
Thames,	and	took	him	to	"the	privileged	place"	of	Culham,	for	sanctuary.	The	King's	
Bench	controlment	roll	indicates	that	he	presented	a	pardon	in	Trinity	1510.

TNA,	KB	9/449,	m.	46;	KB	
9/452,	mm.	1-2;	KB	29/137,	
m.	1d

785

1339 Forde Thomas waterman M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 Felony In	the	1532	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Forde	was	named	as	having	entered	for	
suspicion	of	felony.

TNA,	SP	1/70,	fol.	133 1173

1745 Forder William Sussex,	Lewes draper M Church-taking,	
Hertfordshire,	
Hertford	St.	
Mary

Taking	church
Abjuration

Ipswich 1526 1526-11-23 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	on	23	Nov.	1526	at	Hertford,	that	Forder	took	the	cemetery	
of	the	parish	church	of	St.	Mary	by	Hertford	priory.	Confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	
28	Apr.	1526	he	had	broken	into	the	parish	church	of	St.	Mary	at	Baddow	Magna,	
Essex,	and	stolen	a	cope	of	silk	and	gold,	worth	£3,	and	other	goods	belonging	to	the	
parishioners.	He	abjured	and	was	assigned	Ipswich.	Forder	was	part	of	a	group	of	nine	
men	who	sought	churches	in	Hertford	and	abjured,	all	on	the	same	day,	23	Nov.	
1526;	they	came	from	different	parts	of	England;	they	confessed	to	different	felonies;	
and	they	were	all	assigned	different	ports.	Eight	sought	St.	Mary's	parish	church	in	
Hertford,	one	the	parish	church	of	All	Hallows.	It	is	most	likely	they	had	all	broken	out	
of	a	prison	together,	perhaps	at	Hertford	castle.

TNA,	KB	9/973,	m.	62;	KB	
29/159,	m.	2d

1523

1593 Forest Miles M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1483 Civil	war Also	high	
treason,	
homicide

Thomas	More,	in	his	Historie	of	Kyng	Rycharde	the	Thirde,	claimed	that	Forest	was	
one	of	the	killers	of	the	princes	in	the	Tower,	after	which	he	fled	to	St.	Martin's,	
where	he	"piecemeal	rotted	away."	As	this	was	a	dramatization/fictionalizataion	of	
Richard	III's	reign,	it	is	not	certain	Forest	was	a	real	person	(or	that	he	sought	
sanctuary).

Thomas	More,	The	History	of	
King	Richard	the	Third,	
Complete	Works	2	(New	
Haven:	Yale	University	Press,	
1963),	85,	87;	see	also	265

1381
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1167 Forest Thomas Herefordshire,	
Leominster

tailor M Church-taking,	
Kent,	
Canterbury,	Holy	
Cross

Taking	church 1501 1501-12-20 Homicide Also	treason The	King's	Bench	controlment	rolls	for	Hillary	1503	contain	a	record	of	abjuration	(in	
English)	and	two	short	depositions	(also	in	English)	relating	to	Thomas	Forest,	brought	
to	King's	Bench	on	a	writ	of	habeas	corpus	by	the	mayor	and	sheriff	of	Canterbury	
because	of	"treasonous	words"	he	had	said	against	the	king.	The	abjuration	record	
indicates	that	on	20	Dec.	1501	Forest	had	taken	the	church	of	Holy	Cross	in	
Canterbury	for	sanctuary,	confessing	to	the	coroner	that	about	25	Sept.	1501	at	
Weobley,	Herefordshire,	he	had	struck	John	Flewellyn	in	the	abdomen	with	his	sword	
and	killed	him.	He	thus	asked	to	abjure	for	the	homicide,	although	it	is	unclear	
whether	he	was	actually	permitted	to	leave	the	realm,	given	the	testimony	of	the	
witnesses	that	follow	in	the	record.	The	first	witness,	Richard	Smyth	of	the	parish	of	
Holy	Cross	in	Canterbury,	taylor,	age	60,	testified	that	on	18	Dec.	1501	in	Smyth's	
shop,	Forest	had	sighed	and	said	that	he	wished	he	were	with	the	duke	of	Suffolk.	The	
second	witness,	John	Curteys,	bocher,	also	of	Holy	Cross	parish	in	Canterbury,	age	30,	
said	that	Forest	had	said	to	him	when	he	was	in	the	church	of	Westgate	that	he	
wished	he	had	the	cross	in	his	hand	and	was	beyond	the	sea,	[for?]	"ther	he	had	a	
maister	that	shuld	bere	hym	owte."	When	Curteys	asked	him	who	it	was,	he	said	it	
was	the	duke	of	Suffolk,	"for	the	kyngis	dayes	be	but	short."	[The	duke	(or	earl)	of	
Suffolk,	Edmund	de	la	Pole,	who	claimed	the	English	throne	as	a	descendant	of	the	
house	of	York,	was	in	1501	overseas	attempting	to	raise	support	to	overthrow	Henry	
VII.]	The	entry	ends	indicating	Forest	was	committed	to	the	Marshalsea.

TNA,	KB	29/133,	m.	17d 1027

411 Forge Humphre
y

Warwickshire,	
Coventry

vintner M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1499 1499-12-09 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Forge	sought	sanctuary	on	9	Dec.	1499	for	
debt.

SDSB,	135 356

837 Forster William London	 yeoman M Church-taking,	
Middlesex,	
Westminster,	St.	
Clement	Danes

Taking	church
Abjuration

Sandwich 1474 1474-04-14 Homicide Memorandum	--	written	mostly	in	the	first	person	of	the	abjurer,	rather	than	from	
the	point	of	view	of	the	coroner	who	presumably	submitted	the	bill	--	that	on	14	Apr.	
1474	Forster	took	sanctuary	at	St.	Clement	Danes	west	of	the	City	of	London	and	
confessed	to	the	coroner	that	in	late	September	1462	at	Beverley,	Yorks.,	he	killed	
Thomas	Benet	of	Boroughbridge,	Yorks.	He	abjured.	

TNA,	KB	9/342,	m.	53 757

881 Fortescue Adrian Oxfordshire,	
Stonor

knight M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1511 1511-01-01 Escape	from	
custody

Indictment	before	a	grand	jury	of	Adrian	Fortescue	on	10	Feb.	1511,	alleging	that	
when	on	1	Feb.	1511	the	undersheriff	of	Middlesex	had	approached	him	in	
Westminster	Hall	to	execute	a	writ	to	arrest	him	to	answer	William	Botry's	suit	for	
debt,	he	had	extracted	a	dagger	from	his	sleeve	and	run	away,	with	the	help	of	
Edmund	Stretchy	of	Whitfeld,	Oxon.,	gentleman;	Richard	Irysshe	of	Stonor,	Oxon,	
gentleman;	and	John	Wodward	of	London,	gentleman.	"With	great	power	and	
violence"	they	conveyed	him	out	of	the	palace	and	he	ran	into	the	sanctuary	at	
Westminster.	In	1514	Fortescue	presented	a	pardon	for	this	escape,	which	is	part	of	a	
long	and	complicated	case.	Sir	Adrian	Fortescue	was	very	well-connected	and	would	
go	on	to	important	roles	in	royal	service	before	being	executed	for	treason	in	1539	
(see	his	biography	in	ODNB).

TNA,	KB	9/456,	m	5;	KB	
27/1013,	rex	m	10;	BL,	
Lansdowne	639,	King's	
Council	in	Star	Chamber,	fol.	
39v,	40r

791

1186 Fortune Robert Middlesex,	
Westminster

yeoman M Bewdley	
(abjuration	from	
Essex,	Heybridge	
St.	Andrew)

Taking	church
Abjuration	to	
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 1532-06-13 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	13	Jun.	1532	Robert	Fortune	took	the	church	of	St.	
Andrew	in	Heybridge,	Essex,	and	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	30	Nov.	1531	he	
had	broken	into	a	house	and	close	in	Stowe	Market,	Suffolk,	and	stole	money,	and	
committed	other	burglaries.	He	abjured,	and	chose	the	sanctuary	"of	St.	John	in	
Bewdley,	Shropshire."	(Bewdley	was	a	secular	franchise,	its	immunities	proceeding	
from	ambiguity	about	which	county	it	lay	in.	There	was	no	church	of	St.	John	in	
Bewdley,	and	this	may	represent	a	misapprehension	on	the	part	of	this	particular	
Essex	coroner,	Thomas	Silesden,	about	Bewdley	or	a	conflation	of	Bewdley/Beaulieu	
and	either	Hospitaller	sanctuaries	or	Beverley.	See	also	the	case	of	Robert	
Glasewright,	ID	#1193).

TNA,	KB	9/521,	m.	77;	KB	
29/165,	m.	25d

1043
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1544 Foster Edward Derbyshire,	
Denby

tailor M Church-taking,	
Derbyshire,	
Horsley

Taking	church 1497 1497-01-31 Homicide Self-defence Coroner's	inquest	report	2	Feb.	1497	at	Horsley,	Derbs.,	over	the	body	of	William	
Benett.	The	jurors	found	that	on	31	Jan.	1497	Foster	was	going	from	Denby	to	Horsley	
when	William	Benett,	leech,	assaulted	him.	Defending	himself,	Foster	gave	Benett	
three	wounds,	from	which	he	died.	Immediately	Foster	fled	to	the	church	of	Horsley.	
The	report	was	sent	up	to	King's	Bench	2	May	1497.

TNA,	KB	9/412,	m.	31 1354

1184 Foteman John Worcestershir
e,	Worcester

glover M Ripon	
(abjuration	from	
Notts.,	Newark,	
church	of	St.	
Mary	Magdalen)

Taking	church
Abjuration
Abjuration	to	
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1531 1531-05-05 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	at	Newark,	Notts.,	on	5	May	1531,	Foteman	took	the	
church	of	St.	Mary	Magdalen	in	Newark	and	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	3	May	
he	had	stolen	a	purse	with	2s	from	an	unknown	man	in	Newark	and	two	shirts	and	a	
kerchief	worth	5s.	He	abjured,	choosing	to	go	to	the	sanctuary	of	Ripon,	and	was	
branded.

TNA,	KB	9/517,	m.	72;	KB	
29/164,	m.	35

1041

1443 Foteman	or	
Futman	alias	
Chamberley
n

Thomas Gloucestershir
e,	Coberley

yeoman M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1537 Homicide Foteman	was	appealed	as	the	principal	felon,	one	of	a	large	number	of	men	indicted,	
for	the	murder	of	William	Jackson	in	1537	in	a	gentry	feud.	One	of	the	accessories	
was	indicted	for	having	provided	Foteman	(who	allegedly	struck	the	fatal	blow)	with	a	
horse	to	flee	from	Gloucs.	to	Westminster	to	take	sanctuary	there.	Foteman	was	
allegedly	in	service,	at	one	remove,	from	Sir	John	Brydges	(see	ODNB),	lord	of	the	
manor	of	Coberley	and	man	of	power	both	at	court	and	in	Gloucestershire.	Foteman	
was	still	in	sanctuary	as	late	as	October	1539:	Sir	John	Huddleston	wrote	to	Cromwell	
in	June	and	October	1539	regarding	the	murder	of	Jackson,	one	of	his	servants;	
Huddleston	wanted	Foteman	extracted	from	the	sanctuary	and	sent	into	
Gloucestershire	to	stand	trial	there	(the	other	man	indicted	had	had	his	case	
"removyd	up	un	to	the	kyngis	bench	by	the	kyngis	wrytt	to	the	intent	that	he	schall	be	
savyd,	the	wyche	where	grett	pettye.")	Cromwell	did	not	(or	could	not)	comply	with	
Huddleston's	request,	however,	and	in	March	1540,	Foteman	was	outlawed.	In	1542,	
a	Thomas	Hendley	of	Westminster,	alias	Foteman	was	arrested	and	brought	to	King's	
Bench,	but	alleged	that	he	was	not	the	same	Thomas	Foteman.	Jackson's	widow	
argued	that	he	was	the	same	man,	and	the	question	was	to	be	put	to	a	jury	in	
Gloucestershire,	but	no	further	records	found.

TNA,	KB	9/541,	m.	76;	KB	
27/1106,	plea	m.	21;	KB	
29/172,	m.	3d;	KB	27/1123,	
plea	m.	111;	SP	1/152,	fol.	46	
(L&P,	14/1:496);	SP	1/154,	
fol.	53	(L&P,	14/2:145);	
Baker,	Spelman's	Reports,	
1:62-63;	McSheffrey,	SS,	178

1278

1796 Fouler Robert London[?] M St.	Katherine	by	
the	Tower

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1467 Debt In	a	Chancery	petition,	Fouler	complained	that	he	was	seized	from	sanctuary	for	debt	
at	St.	Katherine's	by	men	acting	for	Lord	Wenlock;	asked	to	be	restored.	Petition	date	
range	is	1467-71.

TNA,	C	1/46/202 1571

1340 Foulke Morgan fletcher M Westminster	
Abbey

Taking	church
Abjuration	to	
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1531 Homicide In	the	1532	and	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	censuses,	Foulke,	"a	yong	[m]ane,"	was	
named	as	having	abjured	to	sanctuary	for	murder,	c.	1531.

TNA,	SP	1/70,	fol.	133;	SP	
1/238,	fols.	72-73

1174

1288 Fowkis servant M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1519 In	a	"Search	for	suspected	persons"	in	various	places	around	London	undertaken	for	
the	crown	in	1519,	a	list	for	the	sanctuary	in	Westminster	includes	several	specifically	
identified	as	sanctuary	men	(perhaps	they	all	were,	but	only	these	included	here).	
Fowkis	is	indicated	as	in	service	with	Sir	Henry	Gilford,	"and	so	trustith	to	be	ayen	but	
now	he	saith	he	wolle	a	seyntuary	man."

TNA,	SP	1/18,	fol.	254 1123
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1142 Fowler Edward Gloucestershir
e,	Bristol

goldsmith M SJJ:	Bristol	
Temple	Fee

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1516 1516-04-10 In	June	1516	at	Gloucestershire	peace	sessions,	three	Bristol	men	—	John	White,	
labourer;	John	Johnson,	smith;	and	Edward	Fowler,	goldsmith	—	were	indicted	for	the	
murder	of	Thomas	Fynnemour	on	the	king’s	road	in	the	Kingswood	forest	outside	
Bristol	on	13	Mar.	1516.	When	brought	before	King’s	Bench	only	weeks	following	the	
indictment,	they	pleaded	sanctuary,	using	elaborate	wording	presumably	provided	by	
the	Hospitaller	order.	The	question	was	not	put	to	a	jury;	instead,	the	king’s	attorney,	
after	requests	for	deferments	for	six	terms	until	Hillary	1518,	argued	that	the	plea	
was	insufficient	in	law.	The	justices	did	not	render	a	decision,	however,	returning	the	
prisoners	to	the	Marshalsea.	For	each	term	from	Hillary	1518	until	Trinity	1522,	the	
judges	demurred,	and	each	term	the	prisoners	were	returned	to	the	Marshalsea.	In	
the	midst	of	these	term-by-term	appearances	in	court,	Johnson’s	name	disappears	
from	the	record	—	he	had	presumably	died	in	prison	—	and	then	in	mid-1522	the	
record	just	ends,	undetermined.

TNA,	KB	27/1020,	rex	mm.	
21-22;	McSheffrey,	SS,	98

1003

362 Fowler John Lincolnshire,	
Stepyng[?]

merchant M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1510 1510-10-21 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Fowler	took	sanctuary	on	21	Oct.	1510	for	
debt.

SDSB,	125 310

1150 Fowler William Lincolnshire,	
Cowbit

yeoman M Westminster	
Abbey	
(abjuration	from	
Lincolnshire,	
Cowbit	St.	Mary)

Abjuration	to	
Chartered	
Sanctuary
Taking	church

1534 1534-06-24 Homicide Chance	
Medley

Coroner's	inquest	over	the	body	of	Simon	Grebe	of	Cowbit,	fisher,	undertaken	at	
Cowbit	on	20	Jun.	1534,	indicates	that	Fowler	had	killed	Greve	when	they	met	one	
another	by	sudden	chance,	"called	Chauncemell,"	at	4pm	on	that	day.	The	jurors	said	
that	Fowler	did	not	kill	him	with	precogitated	malice,	but	"ex	casu	subito."	He	fled	
immediately	afterwards	to	the	parish	church,	where	he	stayed	until	the	coroner	came	
to	oversee	his	abjuration.	He	had	100s	in	goods	on	the	day	he	fled,	and	they	are	now	
in	the	hands	of	the	bailiff	of	the	prior	of	the	monastery	at	Spalding.	The	coroner	also	
wrote	a	memorandum	on	24	Jun.	1534	that	Fowler	took	the	parish	church	of	St.	Mary	
in	Cowbit,	Lincs.	The	memorandum	indicates	that	he	confessed	to	the	coroner,	but	
omits	to	specify	the	crime	he	committed.	He	abjured,	was	branded,	and	chose	the	
sanctuary	at	Westminster.	A	subsequent	process	at	King's	Bench	concerned	the	
felony	forfeiture.

TNA,	KB	9/529,	mm.	107-8;	
KB	29/167,	m.	25d;	KB	
27/1098,	rex	m.	12;	27/1102,	
rex	m.	7;	KB	29/167,	25d

1011

342 Fox Hugh Lincolnshire,	
Lincoln

draper M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1506 1506-11-01 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Fox	sought	sanctuary	on	1	Nov.	1506	for	
debt.

SDSB,	121 290

1484 Foyle William London	 yeoman M Church-taking,	
London,	St.	
Bartholomew's	
Priory

Taking	church
Chartered	
Sanctuary
Ambiguous

1440 1440-08-22 Debt As	the	City	of	London	records	indicate,	on	22	August	1440	Foyle	was	extracted	from	
sanctuary	at	St.	Bartholomew's	priory	by	the	sheriffs	of	London	to	answer	a	suit	of	
debt.	His	seizure	was	part	of	a	campaign	against	the	sanctuaries	and	liberties	in	
London	by	the	sheriffs	in	the	summer	of	1440,	which	culminated	in	the	seizure	of	
John	Knight	and	his	fellows	(ID	#1485-1489)	from	SMLG	in	early	September	1440.	
According	to	a	deposition	by	his	creditor,	Richard	Baret,	preserved	amongst	Chancery	
records,	he	was	restored	to	the	sanctuary	by	the	court	of	King's	Bench.

LMA,	Journal	3,	fol.	54v;	
TNA,	C	4/49/8;	McSheffrey,	
SS,	64

1310

470 Francis Thomas Norfolk,	
Pulham

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1491 1491-10-17 Homicide Also	debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Francis	sought	sanctuary	on	17	Oct.	1491	for	
the	death	of	Thomas	Hefflay	of	Danson[?],	Norfolk,	and	for	debts.

SDSB,	148 414

1727 Franckleyn John Berkshire,	
Colthrop

fuller M Church-taking,	
Berkshire,	
Greenham

Taking	church 1517 1517-08-30 Homicide Self-defence Coroner's	inquest	at	Thatcham,	Berks.,	31	Aug.	1517	over	the	body	of	Richard	
Cawford.	The	jurors	reported	that	on	30	Aug.	1517	Cawford	was	at	Thatcham	on	the	
king's	road	by	"Townfeld"	at	11	am,	and	assaulted	John	Franckleyn	with	a	staff.	
Franckleyn	fled	into	a	ditch,	with	Cawford	following,	and	Franckleyn	struck	out	in	self-
defence,	giving	Cawford	a	wound	from	which	he	died	later	that	night.	Franckleyn	fled	
to	sanctuary	in	Greenham,	Berks.,	the	townspeople	of	Thatcham	pursuing	him.

TNA,	KB	9/967,	m.	40 1507

355 Franks Thomas Pembrokeshir
e,	
Haverfordwest

pewterer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1509 1509-07-02 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Franks	sought	sanctuary	on	2	July	[no	year	-	
1509?]	for	debt.

SDSB,	123 303
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1807 Fraunces John M St.	Katherine	by	
the	Tower

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1480 Debt In	a	Chancery	bill	William	White	complained	that	he	was	being	sued	on	a	forged	bond	
by	John	Fraunces,	sanctuary	man	at	St.	Katherine's,	in	the	court	of	the	steward	of	St.	
Katherine's,	with	a	jury	of	12	sanctuary	men.	Year	approximate	(range	1480-83;	
reference	to	obligation	dated	1479).	

TNA,	C	1/63/5 1581

903 Fraunces John Middlesex,	
Westminster

labourer M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1515 1515-05-06 Homicide Accessory Coroner's	inquest	at	Knightsbridge	on	7	May	1515	over	the	body	of	John	Roberds.	The	
jurors	reported	that	on	6	May	about	7	PM	Roberds	was	attacked	by	Thomas	Blower	
of	London,	minstrel,	and	John	Rokewode	of	London,	gentleman;	Blower	gave	him	a	
mortal	blow	from	which	he	died	within	half	an	hour;	Rokewode	with	an	"Irisshe	
skeyne"	also	gave	him	a	mortal	blow	-	it	was	not	clear	which	of	the	blows	he	died	
from.	Thomas	Bache	of	Westminster,	labourer,	and	John	Fraunces	of	Westminster,	
labourer,	were	present,	helping,	procuring,	and	comforting	Blower	and	Rokewode	to	
commit	this	felony.	Fraunces	afterwards	fled	to	the	sanctuary	of	St.	Peter	at	
Westminster.

TNA,	KB	9/467,	m.	61 811

1852 Fraunceys Richard Cambridgeshir
e,	Cockayne	
Hatley

husbandman M Church-taking,	
Huntingdonshire	
[now	
Cambridgshire],	
Offord	Cluny

Taking	church
Abjuration

Lynn 1520 1520-09-07 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	7	Sept.	1520	that	Fraunceys	took	the	church	of	Offord	Cluny,	
Hunts.,	and	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	5	Sept.	1520	he	had	broken	the	close	
"with	force	and	arms,	that	is,	with	a	staff"	of	an	unknown	an	at	Wellingborough,	
Northants.,	and	stolen	a	horse	worth	15s.	He	abjured.	By	Lent	1521	he	was	caught	
back	in	the	realm,	and	at	gaol	delivery	at	Huntingdon	he	successfully	pleaded	clergy	
and	was	delivered	to	the	bishop	of	Lincoln.	In	Easter	1526,	he	presented	a	pardon.

TNA,	KB	9/501/1,	m.	137;	KB	
29/158,	m.	1

1619

1064 Fraunsham Matthew London	 yeoman M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 1532-04-20 Homicide Accessory Coroner’s	inquest	20	Apr.	1532	at	Westminster	within	the	sanctuary	of	the	abbey	
over	the	body	of	William	Pennington,	knight.	The	jurors	found	that	after	Pennington	
had	met	up	with	Richard	Southwell	in	Westminster	Hall	and	they	exchanged	words,	
Pennington	angrily	challenging	Southwell	to	meet	him	outside.	Pennington,	with	six	
retainers,	met	up	with	Richard	Southwell,	who	was	accompanied	by	his	brothers	
Robert	and	Anthony,	Matthew	Fraunsham,	Richard	Wood,	William	Bofeld,	and	David	
Lloyd,	on	a	causeway	between	the	sanctuary	and	Tothill.	An	affray	ensued,	in	the	
course	of	which	Anthony	–	coming	to	the	defence	of	his	brother	Richard,	who	was	on	
the	ground	with	Pennington’s	sword	at	his	throat	–	gave	Pennington	a	mortal	wound	
from	which	he	immediately	died.	The	Southwells	then	took	sanctuary	at	the	abbey	
(even	though	the	felony	took	place	inside	the	sanctuary	precinct,	which	should	have	
been	a	bar).	This	was	a	highly	political	case,	and	this	inquest	report	was	quite	possibly	
a	faked	story;	diplomatic	reports	and	other	sources	suggest	that	the	quarrel	related	to	
disputes	on	the	king's	council	between	the	duke	of	Norfolk	(Southwell's	patron)	and	
the	duke	of	Suffolk	(Pennington's	patron).	The	Southwells	and	their	retainers	all	
presented	a	pardon,	dated	15	June	1532,	in	King’s	Bench	in	Easter	term	1533,	and	
Richard	Southwell	paid	a	fine	of	£1000.	The	pardon	was	confirmed	by	an	act	of	
parliament	in	1534	(25	Hen.	VIII	c.	32).

TNA,	KB	9/520,	m.	12;	KB	
27/1087,	rex	m.	8;	other	
references:	McSheffrey,	
"Slaying	of	William	
Pennington."

947

1715 Frayll Christoph
er

M Church-taking,	
Sussex,	Lewes,	
Cluniac	Priory	of	
St.	Pancras

Taking	church 1508 1508-03-16 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	report	at	Southover	parish,	Sussex,	16	Mar.	1508,	over	the	body	of	
John	Loke.	The	jurors	reported	that	on	6	Mar.	1508	between	9	and	10	pm	at	Lewes,	in	
the	priory	of	the	[Cluniac]	monastery	of	St.	Pancras,	in	a	"chamber"	called	the	Grange,	
Loke	came	in	peace	into	Frayll's	chamber,	bringing	with	him	his	"tenicam"	(pincers?),	
and	Frayll	attacked	him	with	the	tine	of	a	harrow	and	a	knife	and	gave	him	a	mortal	
wound,	from	which	he	died	on	10	Mar.	Immediately	afterwards,	Frayll	fled	to	the	
priory	church.	The	King's	Bench	controlment	roll	indicates	that	Frayll	was	outlawed	1	
Apr.	1512.

TNA,	KB	9/960,	m.	100;	KB	
29/138,	m.	4d

1498

653 Fresby Richard Gloucestershir
e,	Gloucester

butcher M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1524 1524-12-05 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Fresby	sought	sanctuary	on	5	Dec.	1524	for	
debt.

SDSB,	184 584
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1015 Freston Francis Staffordshire,	
Biddulph

gentleman M Church-taking,	
Staffordshire,	
Biddulph

Taking	church
Abjuration

Southampt
on

1528 1528-07-03 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	3	Jul.	1528	Freston	took	the	parish	church	of	
Biddulph,	Staffs.,	and	on	12	Jul.	confessed	that	on	3	July	at	Buglanton	in	Cheshire	he	
stole	the	same	black	gown	from	John	Atkynson	as	William	Brereton,	and	that	on	12	
Dec.	1527	at	Osseley,	Herts.,	he	stole	more	than	20	marks	in	rings	and	gold	from	a	
certain	Samwell.	He	abjured.	The	coroner	recorded	the	cases	of	William	Brereton	(ID	
#1014),	Francis	Freston	(ID	#1015)	and	John	Houghton	(ID	#1016),	all	of	whom	took	
the	same	church	and	abjured	on	the	same	day,	on	the	same	document.	All	were	
assigned	the	same	port.

TNA,	KB	9/508,	m.	143 913

1673 Frognall Thomas Kent gentleman M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 Allowing	
Escape	from	
custody

In	a	Chancery	bill	submitted	by	Alexander	Frognall,	father	of	Thomas	Frognall,	in	the	
reign	of	Edward	VI,	it	was	claimed	that	Thomas	Frognall	had	taken	sanctuary	at	
Westminster	c.	1532	after	he	allowed	two	condemned	prisoners	to	escape	from	the	
king's	prison	at	Westminster.	The	expense	of	sanctuary	was	so	great	that	he	was	
pressured	into	conveying	his	rights	in	the	manor	of	Frognall	to	Sir	Thomas	Wyatt,	
even	though	(as	his	father	Alexander	claimed)	he	had	no	possession	of	that	manor,	it	
being	instead	in	his	own	hands.	According	to	his	father's	Chancery	petition,	Thomas	
was	greatly	menaced	both	by	Wyatt	and	by	Cromwell,	who	threatened	to	hang	him	
and	said	that	"no	sanctuary	would	hold	him"	against	what	Alexander	Frognall	called	
their	"extortionate	power	and	might."	The	bill	emphasizes	the	"miserable	estate"	into	
which	Thomas	Frognall	was	brought	due	to	his	stay	in	sanctuary,	so	that	"he	
consumed	and	spent	up	all	that	ever	he	had	or	could	make	in	this	world,"	the	
necessity	of	his	stay	there	to	safeguard	his	life	(no	pardon	at	that	time	being	
forthcoming	from	the	king),	and	the	arbitrary	power	that	Cromwell	and	Wyatt	had	
even	over	those	in	sanctuary.	Thomas	Frognall	was	presumably	later	pardoned	or	
settled	the	charge	(although	I	have	not	found	a	record	of	either),	as	he	was	living	in	
Westminster	by	the	1540s.

TNA,	C	1/1218/49;	L&P,	
8:160,	361;	McSheffrey,	SS,	
43

1455

610 Frost John Yorkshire,	
Twing-on-the-
Wold

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1518 1518-01-16 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Frost	sought	sanctuary	on	16	Jan.	1518	for	
debt.

SDSB,	176 541

1606 Fuller Thomas Essex,	
Halstead

weaver M Colchester,	St.	
John's	Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1454 Debt The	civic	records	of	Colchester	copy	a	message	from	Humphrey	Bohun,	sheriff	of	
Essex,	to	the	bailiffs	of	Colchester,	relaying	the	king's	writ	regarding	the	arrest	of	
Thomas	Fuller,	who	was	to	answer	a	suit	in	Common	Pleas	for	a	debt	of	about	£50.	As	
Fuller	was	in	sanctuary	at	St.	John's	Abbey,	the	sheriffs	could	not	arrest	him,	and	so	
they	were	enjoined	to	make	proclamation	at	the	sanctuary	gate	five	times,	which	
they	report	that	they	diligently	did.	The	king's	writ	is	dated	6	Nov.	1454;	Bohun	
forwarded	it	to	the	Colchester	bailiffs	18	Dec.	1454.

W.	Gurney	Benham,	ed.,	The	
Red	Paper	Book	of	
Colchester	(Colchester:	Essex	
County	Standard	Office,	
1902),	56-57

1389

546 Fydde Richard Yorkshire,	
Fylingdales

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1492 1492-12-12 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Fydde	sought	sanctuary	on	12	Dec.	1492	for	
the	death	of	Thomas	Porret	of	Guisborough,	Yorks.,	and	for	other	felonies.

SDSB,	163 481

410 Fyrth Richard Essex,	
Awnyllay[?]

tailor M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1501 1501-10-27 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Fyrth	sought	sanctuary	on	27	Oct.	[1501]	for	
the	homicide	of	George	Trygot	at	Kirkby	by	Doncaster,	Yorkshire.

SDSB,	135 355

428 Fyshe Richard Northamptons
hire,	
Braybrooke

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1496 1496-01-17 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Fyshe	took	sanctuary	on	17	Jan.	1496,	
acknowledging	that	around	Pentecost	1494	or	1495	he	had	killed	James	Yreson	at	
Braybrooke.	Note	that	Fyshe	takes	sanctuary	again,	at	Durham,	for	the	same	
homicide	in	September	1496	(see	ID	#78).

SDSB,	139 373

78 Fyshe Richard Northamptons
hire,	
Braybrooke

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1496 1496-09-15 Homicide Self-defence Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Fyshe	sought	sanctuary	on	15	Sept.	1496	
because,	in	Pentecost	week	before	the	feast	of	the	Trinity	two	years	ago	(about	June	
1494	or	1495),	in	his	own	defence,	he	struck	a	certain	James	Yreson,	also	of	
Braybrooke,	on	the	head	with	a	club,	and	killed	him.	Note	that	Fyshe	had	sought	
sanctuary	for	the	same	felony	at	Beverley	earlier	the	same	year,	on	17	Jan.	1496	(ID	#	
428).

SDSB,	30 69
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180 Fyshe Thomas Warwickshire,	
Coventry	[?]

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1510 1510-06-04 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Fyshe	sought	sanctuary	on	4	Jun.	1510	
because	around	1	Aug.	1502	at	Coventry,	he	had	responded	to	an	assault	on	him	by	
striking	Humphrey	Corbett	in	the	left	side	with	a	dagger,	killing	him.

SDSB,	57 147

1123 Fyssher Thomas Surrey,	
Southwark

yeoman M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1505 1505-03-15 Treason Also	escape	
from	gaol,	
other	
felonies

A	record	from	the	peace	sessions	at	Southwark	on	19	Mar.	1505	brought	up	to	King's	
Bench	stated	that	twelve	men	had	broken	out	of	the	Marshalsea	prison	on	14	Mar.	
1505,	and	that	others,	including	Fyssher	(being	held	on	suspicion	of	treason),	had	
aided	and	abetted	their	escape	(and	he	appears	also	to	have	escaped,	although	this	is	
not	stated).	Fyssher,	asked	how	he	pleaded	to	the	accessory	charge,	claimed	that	on	
15	Mar.	1505	he	had	taken	sanctuary	at	Westminster	but	that	same	day	had	been	
seized.	He	was	remitted	to	prison	for	almost	3	years	(along	with	another	prison-
breaker	sanctuary	claimant,	John	Byrd,	ID	#1124),	then	brought	to	King's	Bench	on	4	
Feb.	1508,	pleaded	sanctuary	again,	and	on	this	occasion	the	king's	attorney	(in	same	
warrant	from	king	as	Robert	Cruse,	ID	#1122)	acknowledged	the	sanctuary	plea	to	be	
true,	and	he	was	restored	to	sanctuary.

TNA,	KB	9/447,	m.	30;	KB	
27/986,	rex	m.	15;	KB	
29/137,	m.	15d

990

1561 Fyssher William Hampshire,	
Old	Alresford

yeoman M SJJ:	Baddesley	
Preceptory,	
Hants.

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1503 1503-09-06 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	at	Alresford,	Hants.,	on	13	Sept.	1503,	over	the	body	of	William	
Wodowson	of	Alresford,	labourer.	Jurors	reported	that	at	Old	Alresford	inside	the	
rectory	in	the	middle	of	the	afternoon	that	same	day,	Fyssher	had	assaulted	
Wodowson	with	a	"dongpyke,"	striking	him	on	the	front	of	his	head.	Wodowson	died	
immediately,	and	Fyssher	fled	to	sanctuary	at	the	lordship	of	St.	John	of	Jerusalem	
called	Godsfield	(the	Baddesley	Hospitaller	Preceptory).	In	Trinity	1505,	Fyssher	
appeared	at	King's	Bench	and	pleaded	not	guilty	to	the	felony	charge	(the	sanctuary-
seeking	was	not	mentioned).	He	was	bailed,	and	appeared	again	in	Michaelmas	1505	
and	Hillary	and	Easter	terms	1506,	but	in	each	case	no	jury	was	empanelled	--	and	
then	the	record	ceases.

TNA,	KB	9/434,	m.	9;	K	
27/976,	rex	m.	9;	KB	29/134,	
m.	28

1363

1210 Gadbure Thomas Staffordshire,	
Birmingham

yeoman M Colchester,	St.	
John's	
(abjuration	from	
Yorkshire,	
Harewood)

Taking	church
Abjuration	to	
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1534 1534-03-17 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	17	Mar.	1534,	Thomas	Gadbure	[#1210],	John	
Russell	[#1211],	and	John	Ploghe	[#1212]	all	took	the	church	at	Harewood,	Yorks.	
They	confessed	that	on	27	Jul.	1533	at	Adwick,	Yorks.,	they	had	robbed	an	unknown	
man	on	the	king's	highway,	and	on	30	Jul.	they	robbed	another	man.	They	abjured	
and	were	branded.	Gadbure	was	assigned	Colchester;	Russel	was	assigned	"Bewdley"	
(likely	Bewdley,	Shropshire,	by	geography);	and	Plogh	was	assigned	Beverley.	

TNA,	KB	9/529,	m.	186;	KB	
29/167,	m.	23

1063

1504 Gage John M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1442 1442-03-17 Minehead	was	allegedly	an	apostate	Cistercian	monk,	subject	of	dispute	(indictment	
and	counter-indictment)	between	the	abbots	of	St.	Mary	Graces	Abbey	(his	own	
religious	house)	and	Westminster.	He	was	allegedly	dragged	from	Westminster	
sanctuary	in	course	of	an	affray	between	the	sides	on	17	Mar.	1442;	he	was	also	
indicted	for	theft	and	outlawed.	In	the	records	several	other	men	living	in	
Westminster	sanctuary	were	mentioned:	John	Gage	was	cited	as	living	in	"the	
sanctuary	of	Westminster"	and	Minehead	was	allegedly	dragged	out	of	his	house	and	
out	of	sanctuary;	and	John	Barbour,	of	Westminster	sanctuary,	was	indicted	for	
helping	the	abbot	of	St.	Mary	Graces	extract	him	from	Westminster.

TNA,	KB	9/240,	mm.	88-89;	
KB	29/75,	mm.	28d,	29,	30;	
KB	27/725,	rex	mm.	6d,	30;	
TNA,	KB	27/726,	rex	m.	2d;	
Nicolas,	Proceedings	Privy	
Council,	5:215	

1324

203 Gaill Ralph Yorkshire,	
Rydmar[?],	Co.	
Richmond

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1513 1513-07-08 Homicide Self-defence Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Gaill	sought	sanctuary	on	8	Jul.	1513	because,	
after	himself	having	been	attacked	and	in	self-defence,	he	struck	James	Alderson	on	
the	head	with	a	sword	at	Moram	in	Swaledaleside,	on	30	Jun.	1513.	Alderson	died	
within	two	days	from	the	wound.

SDSB,	64-65 168

669 Galand William Yorkshire,	
York

girdler M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1526 1526-02-20 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Galand	sought	sanctuary	on	20	Feb.	1526	for	
debt.

SDSB,	187 600

732 Galland Robert Lincolnshire,	
Goxhill[?]

baker M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 1532-03-01 Debt Beverley	santuary	register	records	that	Galland	sought	sanctuary	at	Beverley	on	1	
Mar.	1532	for	debt.

SDSB,	201 661

617 Galyn Gregory "Master,"	
MA?

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1518 1518-03-14 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Galyn	(identified	as	"Master	Gregory	Galyn")	
sought	sanctuary	on	14	Mar.	1518	for	debt.

SDSB,	177 548
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1100 Gamage	
alias	Payne

Thomas M Church-taking,	
Middlesex,	
Chelsea

Taking	church
Abjuration

Southampt
on

1410 1410-07-21 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	21	Jul.	1410	Gamage	was	chased	from	"Knottynghill"	
to	the	church	at	Chelsea,	where	he	sought	sanctuary.	Admitted	to	coroner	that	at	
Notting	Hill	had	stolen	horses	and	other	goods.	He	abjured.	In	Trinity	term	1411	he	
appeared	at	King's	Bench,	discovered	in	the	realm	despite	abjuration;	successfully	
claimed	benefit	of	clergy.

TNA,	KB	27/602,	rex	m.	4d 973

398 Gamilly John Worcestershir
e,	
Woleastre[?]

labourer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1513 1513-04-29 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Gamilly	sought	sanctuary	on	29	Apr.	1513	for	
the	homicide	of	Nicholas	Twyforth.

SDSB,	132 343

907 Gamlyn John London	 yeoman M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1514 1514-12-02 Felony In	the	King's	Book	of	Payments,	three	entries	indicate	that	Henry	VIII	had	given	to	
Hugh	Payne,	the	keeper	of	the	sanctuary	at	St.	Martin	le	Grand,	100s	in	December	
1514,	December	1515,	and	June	1516	for	the	support	of	two	"prisoners,	sanctuary	
men,"	in	St.	Martin's,	John	Gamlyn	and	Thomas	Porter.	A	coroner's	inquest	was	held	
on	25	Jul.	1516	inside	the	sanctuary	of	St.	Martin	le	Grand	over	the	body	of	John	
Gamlyn.	The	jurors	reported	that	on	1	Jun.	at	10	o'clock	at	night	Porter	assaulted	
Gamlyn	with	a	"peny	knyfe,"	giving	him	a	wound	from	which	he	died	on	24	Jul.	1516.	

L&P,	2/2:1466,	1469,	1471;	
TNA,	KB	9/472,	m.	73;	TNA,	
KB	27/1029,	rex	m.	17;	
McSheffrey,	SS,	122-23

815

644 Gamlyn John London	 grocer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1524 1524-07-04 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Gamlyn	sought	sanctuary	on	4	Jul.	1524	for	
debt.

SDSB,	182 575

417 Gammwell John Lincolnshire,	
Saltfleetby

woolman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1500 1500-11-30 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Gammwell	sought	sanctuary	at	Beverley	on	
30	Nov.	1500	for	debt.

SDSB,	137 362

1615 Garner Richard merchant M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1413 Felony Patent	roll	records	commission,	6	May	1413,	to	investigate	dispute	over	goods	
between	the	mayor	and	townspeople	of	Plymouth	on	the	one	hand	and	the	masters	
of	several	ships	from	Spain,	one	of	which,	"Trinite	of	Spain,"	is	laden	with	Garner's	
merchandise.	Garner	had	fled	to	the	sanctuary	of	Westminster	"for	certain	offences	
and	misprisions."	The	ships	and	their	goods	were	to	be	brought	to	London	and	kept	
there	until	enquiry	about	the	merchandise	could	be	properly	made.

CPR	1413-16,	36 1397

826 Garnet William Westmorland,	
Kirkby	Kendal	
and	London

soldier M Church-taking,	
Middlesex,	
Isleworth	All	
Saints

Taking	church
Abjuration

Southampt
on

1454 1454-04-19 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	19	Apr.	1454	William	Garnet	of	London	and	of	Kirkby	
Kendal	fled	to	the	parish	church	of	Isleworth.	He	confessed	to	the	coroner	because	on	
the	same	day	he	had	lain	in	wait	at	Kingston	upon	Thames	and	attacked	John	Fryse	
and	robbed	him	of	3s	7d,	and	abjured.	A	note	on	the	memo	indicates	that	he	was	
later	in	custody	at	the	Marshalsea	and	then	was	hanged.

TNA,	KB	9/273,	m.	85 752

443 Garnet William Yorkshire,	
York[?]

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1498 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	William	Garnet	sought	sanctuary	at	Beverley	
for	the	homicide	of	John	Bewe,	killed	at	York.	[Undated,	last	dated	entry	Sept.	1498]

SDSB,	142 388

688 Garstell Thomas Yorkshire,	
York

merchant M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1527 1527-06-26 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Garstell	sought	sanctuary	on	26	Jun.	1527	for	
debt.

SDSB,	191 619

415 Garthorn Thomas Yorkshire,	
Eston

husbandman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1500 1500-11-12 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Garthorn	sought	sanctuary	on	12	Nov.	1500	
for	debt.

SDSB,	136 360

1195 Gawkeroger Thomas Yorkshire,	
Methley

labourer M Ripon	
(abjuration	from	
Yorkshire,	
Rothwell)

Taking	church
Abjuration	to	
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 1532-10-25 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	25	Oct.	1532	at	Rothwell,	Yorks.,	Gawkeroger	took	
the	church	at	Rothwell,	and	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	23	Aug.	1532	at	night	he	
had	broken	into	a	house	at	Astley,	Yorks.,	and	stole	money	and	three	girdles	from	a	
chest.	He	abjured,	was	branded,	and	chose	the	sanctuary	of	St.	Wilfrid	in	Ripon.

TNA,	KB	9/523,	m.	38;	KB	
29/166,	m.	3d

1051

1801 Gaye Thomas London[?] M St.	Katherine	by	
the	Tower

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1470 William	Sampson	and	Thomas	Gaye	complained	in	a	Chancery	petition	that	they	had	
been	seized	out	of	sanctuary	at	St.	Katherine	by	the	Tower	by	servants	of	the	sheriffs	
of	London.	Dates	from	either	1433-43	or	1467-72,	the	latter	more	likely	(1470	date	
assigned	for	sorting	purposes).

TNA,	C	1/46/389 1575
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1677 Gaynes	or	
Gynys

Andrew London	 pouchmaker M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1518 In	a	Chancery	bill	Gaynes,	as	"pouchmaker	and	sanctuary	man	of	St.	Martin's	le	
Grand,"	was	named	by	Katherine	Harbard,	wife	of	a	Middlesex	gentleman	who	was	
then	away	from	home;	she	complained	to	the	chancellor	that	he	had	falsely	sued	her	
for	debt	in	the	London	sheriff's	court.	Gynys	or	Gaynes	is	known	through	other	
records	as	an	alien	resident	of	SMLG	from	at	least	1517	until	1543;	it	is	unclear	
whether	Harbard's	calling	him	a	"sanctuary	man"	meant	to	designate	him	as	
privileged	for	debt	or	felony	or	whether	this	was	a	loose	designation	meaning	simply	
that	he	lived	in	SMLG	as	an	alien.	Datable	to	1518-29.

TNA,	C	1/525/66;	
McSheffrey,	"Residents	of	St	
Martin	le	Grand"

1459

822 Geffrey Peter M Church-taking,	
London,	St.	
Lawrence	Old	
Jewry

Taking	church
Abjuration

Sandwich 1440 1440-03-16 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	Peter	Geffrey	took	the	church	of	St.	Lawrence	Old	Jewry	
in	London	on	16	Mar.	1440	and	there	confessed	that	on	4	Mar.	1436	at	Westminster	
he	had	stolen	Ivo	Hamond's	horse,	and	on	11	Dec.	1440	he	had	stolen	a	maser	from	
Richard	Broker	at	Acton,	Middlesex,	and	on	4	March	1440	a	piece	of	silver.	He	
abjured.	Subsequently	caught	in	the	realm,	the	King's	Bench	controlment	roll	(on	a	
membrane	mistakenly	filed	in	the	1530-31	roll)	indicates	that	he	pleaded	clergy	and	
was	delivered	to	the	ordinary	of	Westminster	in	1444.

TNA,	KB	9/245,	mm.	65-66;	
KB	29/163,	m.	34d

748

1594 Gelle William fisher M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1428 Beverley	town	records	indicate	that	in	1428	the	"community"	of	Beverley	ruled	that	
Gelle	could	not	become	a	burgess	of	Beverley	since	he	was	a	"grithman."

Arthur	Francis	Leach,	
Beverley	Town	Documents,	
Selden	Society	14	(London:	
B.	Quaritch,	1900),	20.

1382

201 Gelsthorp William Yorkshire,	
Leeds

sherman M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1513 1513-04-04 Debt Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Gelsthorp	sought	sanctuary	on	4	Apr.	1513	
for	debt;	he	owes	money	in	particular	to	Isabel	Staynsfeld	of	Lothley	in	the	parish	of	
Otley,	Yorkshire,	and	she	has	sued	him	in	Common	Pleas.

SDSB,	64 166

1011 Gent William Leicestershire,	
Harwick[?]

yeoman M Church-taking,	
Essex,	Rayleigh	
Holy	Trinity

Taking	church
Abjuration

Dover 1527 1527-09-13 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	on	30	Sept.	1527	that	on	13	Sept.	1527	Gent	had	taken	the	
church	of	the	Holy	Trinity	in	Rayleigh,	Essex.	He	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	with	
Richard	Stafford,	yeoman,	he	had	assaulted	George	Garrett,	weaver,	on	15	Aug.	1526,	
and	killed	him,	stealing	money,	a	club,	and	a	knife	from	him.	He	abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/508,	m.	112 910

1018 Genyng	alias	
Jenyng

John Devon,	
Mollesden[?]

yeoman M Church-taking,	
Essex,	Maldon	
All	Hallows

Taking	church
Abjuration

Harwich 1528 1528-09-01 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	1	Sept.	1528	Genyng	took	the	church	of	All	Hallows	
in	Maldon,	Essex.	On	5	Sept.	he	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	12	June	1520,	
together	with	John	Strangman	of	Mitcheldean,	Devon	[?	-	Gloucs.?],	gentleman,	John	
Danyell	of	Mollesden,	Devon	[Meldon,	Devon?],	John	Rowe	of	Stockleigh,	Devon,	
tailor,	he	assaulted	a	certain	Richard	Whitlacke	at	Beltnam,	Devon	[?],	and	gave	him	a	
mortal	wound	from	which	he	immediately	died.	He	abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/509,	m.	44;	KB	
29/161,	m.	5

915

1666 Gerbrey	 Alice London	 widow F Chartered	
Sanctuary

1480 Debt In	Chancery	bill,	Gerbrey	complained	that	harassment	over	execution	of	her	
husband's	will	by	co-executor	forced	her	to	flee	to	sanctuary	for	fear	of	arrest	for	
(trumped-up)	debt.	Date	1475-85;	does	not	indicate	which	sanctuary.

TNA,	C	1/64/208 1449

817 Gerveys Robert London	 skinner M Church-taking,	
Surrey,	
Southwark,	St.	
Olave

Taking	church
Abjuration

Winchelsea 1437 1437-11-19 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	9	Oct.	1437	Robert	Gerveys	fled	to	St.	Olave's	church	
in	Southwark	and	confessed	to	the	murder	of	John	Godfrey	of	London,	soldier,	at	
Battersea	in	early	October.	He	abjured	forty	days	after	his	sanctuary-seeking,	on	19	
Nov.	1437.	Appeared	in	King's	Bench	in	Michaelmas	1438,	having	been	found	in	the	
realm,	and,	asked	to	respond,	he	presented	a	pardon	for	both	the	homicide	and	the	
abjuration,	dated	11	July	1438.

TNA,	KB	9/229/3,	mm.	47-
48;	KB	27/710,	rex	m.	5d	
(GD);	CPR	1436-41,	181

743

1055 Gervys William Nottinghamshi
re,	Clopwell

husbandman M Beverley	
(abjuration	from	
Northamptonshi
re,	
Harringworth)

Taking	church
Abjuration	to	
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1531 1531-11-26 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	26	Nov.	1531	Gervys	took	the	parish	church	of	
Harringworth,	Northants.	He	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	along	with	five	Welsh	men	
unknown	to	him	he	had,	on	25	Nov.	1531,	stolen	a	horse	from	an	unknown	man	in	
Barkby,	Leics.	He	abjured	and	was	assigned	Beverley.	(His	name	does	not	appear	in	
Beverley	sanctuary	register.)

TNA,	KB	9/519,	m.	92;	KB	
29/165,	m.	3

943
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289 Gibson Christoph
er

Yorkshire,	
Gilling

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1521 1521-08-25 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Gibson	sought	sanctuary	on	25	Aug.	1521	
because	at	Gilling,	Yorks.,	around	15	Aug.	1521,	he	was	attacked	by	Henry	Johnson	
and	striking	back	he	hit	him	on	the	head	with	a	staff,	giving	him	a	wound	from	which	
he	died	five	days	later.	

SDSB,	88 238

1492 Giffard John Devon	 M Church-taking,	
London,	St.	
Mary	Somerset

Taking	church 1402 1402-02-04 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	4	Feb.	1402	Giffard	took	the	church	of	St.	Mary	
Somerset	in	London.	He	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	he	had,	with	five	other	men,	
broken	into	the	close	of	the	manor	of	John	Staverton	at	Ipswich	and	stolen	80	marks	
of	goods	and	money.	The	record	does	not	indicate	if	he	abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/187,	mm.	36-37;	
KB	9/189,	mm.	40-41	

1314

1303 Gilbank William M Colchester,	St.	
John's	Abbey,	
then	Colchester,	
Crouched	Friars

Taking	church 1526 Felony A	letter	from	John	Veer	to	Cardinal	Wolsey,	dated	9	Aug.	1526,	reported	on	his	
attempt	to	seize	a	felon,	William	Gilbank,	who	had	taken	sanctuary	first	at	St.	John's	
Abbey	in	Colchester	and	then	had	fled	to	the	Crouched	Friars	in	the	same	town.	Veer	
and	Sir	Geoffrey	had	gone	to	speak	to	the	prior	and	convent	at	the	Crouched	Friars,	
asking	them	in	Wolsey's	name	to	deliver	the	prisoner	so	that	he	might	be	examined,	
but	the	prior	would	not	"break	their	privilege,	the	which	as	they	say	is	as	great	as	St.	
John's."	Veer	also	indicated	that	Gilbank	was	in	the	choir	near	the	high	altar,	and	thus	
he	(Veer)	"durst	not	enterprise"	to	seize	him.	Veer	indicated	that	he	set	a	watch	to	
guard	him	from	escaping.	On	9	Aug.	Justice	Broke	and	he,	Sir	Richard	Fitzlewis,	Sir	
Geoffrey	Gates,	and	Veer	again	spoke	to	the	prior,	asking	him	to	provide	evidence	of	
the	house's	sanctuary	privilege;	he	had	a	papal	bull,	but	on	being	asked	for	grants	
from	the	king	he	answered	that	he	supposed	such	records	were	held	at	the	head	
house	of	their	order.	Gilbank	was	asked	why	he	had	taken	sanctuary,	and	he	said	for	
felony,	and	asked	for	a	coroner	and	confessed	his	felony	to	him.	Veer	and	the	others	
advised	the	coroner,	however,	to	defer	the	abjuration	until	Wolsey's	pleasure	was	
known	in	the	case.	Thus	they	ask	Wolsey	to	send	his	instructions.	[It	is	not	clear	why	
this	particular	case	garnered	this	kind	of	attention	from	Wolsey.]

SP	1/39,	fol.	41	(L&P,	
4/2:1065)

1138

1030 Gillco John Yorkshire,	
Painsthorpe

labourer M Church-taking,	
Yorkshire,	Kirby	
Underdale

Taking	church 1530 1530-02-15 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	15	Feb.	1530	at	Painsthorpe,	East	Riding,	in	the	liberty	of	the	
monastery	of	the	Blessed	Mary	in	York,	over	the	body	of	John	Notyngham.	The	jurors	
reported	that	Gillco	on	14	Feb.	at	4pm	assaulted	and	killed	John	Notyngham	within	
the	liberty.	Immediately	afterwards	he	fled	to	the	parish	church	of	Kirby	Underdale	in	
the	East	Riding.

TNA,	KB	9/512,	m.	40 923

625 Gilson John Yorkshire,	
Garton

gentleman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1519 1519-02-07 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Gilson	sought	sanctuary	on	7	Feb.	1519	for	
debt.

SDSB,	178-79 556

54 Gilson William Yorkshire,	
Whitby

sailor M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1492 1492-09-07 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Gilson	sought	sanctuary	on	7	Sept.	1492,	for	
having	killed	John	Ebston,	sailor,	at	Whitby,	in	his	own	defence,	on	2	Sept.	1492.	He	
struck	Ebston	on	the	head	with	a	club,	from	which	wound	he	immediately	died.

SDSB,	22 49

1193 Glasewright Robert Suffolk,	Great	
Waldingfield

tailor M Bewdley	
(abjuration	from	
Essex,	Heybridge	
St.	Andrew)

Taking	church
Abjuration	to	
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 1532-12-05 Homicide Also	robbery	
and	burglary

Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	5	Dec.	1532	Glasewright	took	the	church	of	
Heybridge,	Essex,	and	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	27	Aug.	[year	unclear]	he,	
along	with	Richard	Brewster	and	Henry	Kechyn,	had	assaulted	an	robbed	an	unknown	
man	on	the	king's	highway	at	Newmarket	Heath,	Suffolk,	and	that	the	man	died.	He	
also	robbed	the	house	and	close	of	Roger	Glasewright	at	Great	Wallingfield,	Suffolk,	
along	with	other	felonies	(detailed).	He	abjured,	and	chose	the	sanctuary	of	St.	John	
the	Evangelist	at	[illegible]	in	Shropshire.	This	has	been	read	as	Bewdley,	as	six	
months	earlier,	another	abjuration	from	same	parish	church	in	Hertfordshire,	same	
coroner,	was	made	to	"St.	John's"	Bewdley	in	Shropshire	(Robert	Fortune,	ID	#1186).	
The	King's	Bench	controlment	roll	indicates	that	Glasewright	also	turned	approver	
(i.e.	gave	evidence)	on	his	co-conspirators	Brewster	and	Kechyn,	who	were	outlawed	
in	Trinity	1534.

TNA,	KB	9/523,	m.	52;	KB	
29/166,	m.	2d
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1748 Glover John Hertfordshire,	
Hertford	

labourer M Church-taking,	
Hertfordshire,	
Hertford	St.	
Mary

Taking	church
Abjuration

Dover 1526 1526-11-23 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	on	23	Nov.	1526	at	Hertford,	that	Glover	took	the	cemetery	
of	the	parish	church	of	St.	Mary	by	Hertford	priory.	Confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	
14	Aug.	1526	he	had	broken	into	the	close	of	Robert	Wheler	at	Hertford	and	stolen	a	
horse.	He	abjured	and	was	assigned	Dover.	Glover	was	part	of	a	group	of	nine	men	
who	sought	churches	in	Hertford	and	abjured,	all	on	the	same	day,	23	Nov.	1526;	they	
came	from	different	parts	of	England;	they	confessed	to	different	felonies;	and	they	
were	all	assigned	different	ports.	Eight	sought	St.	Mary's	parish	church	in	Hertford,	
one	the	parish	church	of	All	Hallows.	It	is	most	likely	they	had	all	broken	out	of	a	
prison	together,	perhaps	at	Hertford	castle.

TNA,	KB	9/973,	m.	65;	KB	
29/159,	m.	2d

1526

1180 Glover Robert Hertfordshire,	
Ware

ploughwrigh
t

M Church-taking,	
Hertfordshire,	
Ware	Greyfriars	

Taking	church
Abjuration

Dover 1530 1530-12-15 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	15	Dec.	1530	Robert	Glover	of	Ware	took	the	
Greyfriars	church	in	Ware	for	sanctuary.	He	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	13	Dec.	
he	had,	with	precogitated	malice,	assaulted	his	wife	Joyce	with	a	dagger	and,	stabbing	
her	in	the	abdomen,	gave	her	five	wounds	from	which	she	instantly	died.	He	abjured,	
was	assigned	Dover,	and	was	branded.	A	coroner's	inquest	at	Ware,	Herts.,	took	place	
on	16	Dec.	1530,	over	the	body	of	Joyce	Glover;	this	is	notably	the	day	following	
Glover's	abjuration,	suggesting	that	his	confession	led	to	the	discovery	of	the	body.	
The	jurors	reported	that	Joyce	had	been	in	God's	peace	and	the	king's,	and	pregnant,	
when	because	of	the	child	in	her	womb,	of	precogitated	malice,	and	of	"great	
diabolical	mind	and	the	instigation	of	many	demons,"	around	4	pm	on	13	Dec.	he	
stabbed	her	with	a	dagger,	and	hit	her	on	the	head	with	a	staff.	Joyce	immediately	
died	of	the	wounds.	Afterwards	he	took	sanctuary	at	the	Greyfriars'	house	in	Ware.

TNA,	KB	9/975,	m.	125;	KB	
29/164,	m.	4d

1039

1809 Godelok Thomas London	 pewterer M Kent,	Greenwich	
(dependency	of	
Sheen	priory?)

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1475 Debt In	a	Chancery	petition,	Richard	Manton	indicated	that	Godelok	took	sanctuary	at	
Greenwich,	and	still	at	the	time	of	the	petition	was	abiding	there,	concerning	a	debt.	
By	evidence	of	C	1/71/104	(see	seeker	#1811,	Thomas	Bygge),	the	sanctuary	referred	
to	here	may	be	at	the	manor	held	by	Sheen	priory	at	Greenwich.	There	was	otherwise	
in	the	1470s	no	religious	house	at	Greenwich,	as	the	Franciscan	Observant	house	at	
Greenwich	was	not	re-established	until	1480	(see	VCH	Kent,	2:194-98).	Year	
approximate	(range	1475-80	or	1483-85),	although	early	in	the	range	is	likely	as	
reference	in	the	bill	to	death	of	Thomas	Vaux,	whose	will	was	dated	1473	(TNA,	PROB	
11/6/193).

TNA,	C	1/67/152 1583

995 Goffe Thomas Sussex,	
Chichester

capper M Church-taking,	
Sussex,	
Chichester	
Blackfriars

Taking	church
Abjuration

Portsmouth 1527 1527-03-28 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	28	Mar.	1527	Goffe	fled	to	the	Blackfriars'	church	in	
Chichester,	and	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	that	same	day	in	the	middle	of	the	
night	he	had	attacked	Richard	Barbor	and	killed	him.	He	abjured	on	5	Apr.

TNA,	KB	9/504,	m.	110 892

941 Gogen William Sussex,	
Chichester

labourer M Church-taking,	
Sussex,	
Chichester	
cathedral

Taking	church 1520 1520-04-18 Asportation Also	escape	
from	gaol

Inquiry	at	Horsham,	Sussex,	19	July	1520,	which	found	that	in	April	1520	at	the	peace	
sessions	at	Chichester,	Gogen	was	sentenced	to	be	hanged	for	theft,	but	when	the	
execution	was	being	carried	out	the	rope	broke.	Several	men	who	were	there	forcibly	
prevented	the	executioner	from	stringing	him	up	again	and	they	took	him	away	to	the	
cathedral	church	at	Chichester.	The	record	does	not	indicate	explicitly	that	he	claimed	
sanctuary.	The	King's	Bench	controlment	roll	indicates	that	those	who	helped	him	
escape	were	tried,	one	of	them	being	outlawed	while	the	others	went	sine	die.	It	is	
not	stated	what	happened	to	Gogen	himself.

TNA,	KB	9/486,	mm.	9-10;	;	
KB	29/153,	m.	18d

839

838 Gogh John Middlesex,	
Westminster;	
and	Essex,	
Theydon	
Garnon

yeoman M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1476 1476-01-06 Homicide Middlesex	jurors	enjoined	to	enquire	whether	Gogh	had	killed	William	Chadworth,	jr.,	
esquire	at	East	Smithfield,	on	25	Oct.	1475,	and	whether	John	Prynce,	gentleman,	of	
Theydon	Garnon,	Essex,	Gogh's	employer,	and	Thomas	Clyfford	of	London,	scrivener,	
had	received	him	at	East	Smithfield	and	"within	the	sanctuary	of	St.	Peter	at	
Westminster"	on	5-6	January	1476.	

TNA,	KB	9/343,	m.	88 758
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1722 Goighe Richard Shropshire,	
Bausley

labourer M Church-taking,	
Shropshire,	
Shrewsbury,	
Shrewsbury	
Abbey

Taking	church
Abjuration

Dover 1517 1517-11-30 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	at	Shrewsbury,	30	Nov.	1517,	that	Goighe	had	taken	
sanctuary	at	the	church	of	the	monastery	of	the	apostles	Peter	and	Paul	of	
Shrewsbury.	He	confessed	to	the	coroners	that	on	4	Jul.	1517	he	had	broken	into	the	
close	of	Richard	Tolpyn	at	Welsh	Poole	and	stolen	a	horse.	He	abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/967,	m.	24 1505

583 Goldesburgh John Lincolnshire,	
Boston

cooper M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1522 1522-03-10 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Goldesburgh	sought	sanctuary	on	10	Mar.	
1522	for	debt.

SDSB,	171 516

1738 Goldryng Thomas Gloucestershir
e,	Bristol

wiredrawer M Church-taking,	
Berkshire,	
Reading	St.	Mary

Taking	church
Abjuration

Southampt
on

1527 1527-03-27 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	on	27	Mar.	1527	Goldryng	fled	to	the	church	of	St.	Mary	the	
Virgin	at	Reading,	Berks.,	and	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	25	Mar.	1527	he	had	
broken	in	to	the	house	of	John	Parsons	(or,	John	the	parson)	at	Chalvey,	Berks.,	and	
stole	24s	in	money	from	a	little	chest.	He	abjured.	A	note	on	the	back	of	the	
indictment	indicates	that	he	had	been	taken	and	arrested	at	Salisbury	-	presumably	
having	been	found	in	the	realm	after	abjuration	-	and	then	escaped.	The	controlment	
roll	does	not	indicate	an	outcome.

TNA,	KB	9/973,	m.	41;	KB	
29/159,	m.	2

1517

1813 Goldsmyth John M Colchester,	St.	
John's	Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

nd Debt In	an	undated	chancery	bill	(with	no	address),	a	husband	and	wife	(name	unclear	due	
to	damage)	complained	that	John	Goldsmyth,	executor	of	the	wife's	father's	will,	had	
not	delivered	her	inheritance,	but	had	taken	all	the	father's	goods	into	sanctuary	with	
him	at	St.	John's	Abbey	in	Colchester.	He	was	out	of	sanctuary	recently	in	Colchester	
and	was	arrested.

TNA,	C	1/74/105 1587

83 Goldthwate Richard Yorkshire,	
Ripon

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1500 1500-10-18 Homicide Accessory Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Goldthwate	sought	sanctuary	on	18	Oct.	
1500,	because,	as	an	accessory	of	a	certain	Richard	More,	around	3	May	1500,	he	
entered	along	with	Richard	More,	and	at	his	urging,	into	an	enclosure	called	Sutton	
Leys,	where	the	two	assaulted	William	Bradethwate	of	Azerley,	in	the	"county"	of	
Kirkby	[Malzeard].	More	struck	Bradethwate	on	the	knee	with	a	sword,	from	which	
wound	he	died	on	1	Aug.	following.	Goldthwate	himself	did	not	inflict	any	wound	but	
had	been	present,	and	thus	he	fears	he	will	be	indicted.

SDSB,	32-33;	Fowler,	
"Sanctuary	Records,"	312-13

74

878 Goldyng John Lincolnshire,	
Barrow

shoemaker M SJJ:	Horkstow,	
Lincs.	
(Willoughton	
preceptory)

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1510 1510-06-02 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	3	Jun.	1510	at	Barrow,	Lincs.,	over	the	body	of	John	Gray.	The	
jurors	reported	that	on	2	Jun.	1510	Goldyng	had	attacked	Gray	with	a	staff	worth	1d,	
giving	him	a	head	wound	from	which	he	immediately	died.	Following	this,	Goldyng	
fled	"to	the	franchise	of	St.	John	of	Jerusalem	in	England	at	Horkstow."	The	KB	
controlment	roll	indicates	that	Goldyng	was	outlawed	in	1515.

TNA,	KB	9/455,	m.	24;	KB	
29/142,	m.	25;	McSheffrey,	
SS,	97

788

1321 Gonne John tailor M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1512 Homicide In	both	the	1532	and	1533	Westminster	lists	"of	those	privileged,"	Gonne	was	named	
as	the	longest-resident	sanctuary	man;	in	1532	he	is	listed	"for	the	dethe	of	a	man	in	
Westminster	all	moste	xx	yers	paste"	and	in	1533	"xx	yere	and	mor	paste"	[hence,	
here	1512].	The	sanctuary's	rental	indicates	he	rented	a	substantial	property	in	the	
sanctuary	in	the	early	1530s,	and	he	was	still	in	sanctuary	in	1537,	when	he	was	
among	those	who	were	alleged	to	have	spread	rumours	about	the	king	in	an	enquiry	
mandated	by	Cromwell	(when	he	is	identified	as	having	the	trade	of	tailor).

TNA,	SP	1/70,	fol.	133;	SP	
1/238,	fols.	72-73;	TNA,	SP	
1/125,	fol.	41r;	WAM,	MS	
33299,	Rent	Collector's	Note	
Book,	1529-30,	fol.	45v;	
WAM,	MS	19807,	Sacrist's	
Obedientiary	Roll,	1531-32;	
McSheffrey,	SS,	42

1155

961 Goodale William Kent,	
Woolwich

M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1525 1525-01-25 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	at	St.	Giles	in	the	Fields,	Middlesex,	20	Jan.	1525,	over	the	body	of	
William	Carter.	The	jurors	reported	that	Goodale	gave	him	a	mortal	blow	on	19	Jan.,	
from	which	he	died	on	20	Jan.	Afterwards,	Goodale	fled	as	a	felon	to	the	sanctuary	of	
St.	Peter	at	Westminster.	The	jurors	listed	his	goods,	which	included	a	horse,	in	the	
custody	of	the	coroner.

TNA,	KB	9/496,	m.	26 859

671 Goodbarne Thomas Yorkshire,	
Beverley

butcher M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1526 1526-03-19 Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Goodbarne	sought	sanctuary	on	19	Mar.	
1526	before	John	Scargill,	receiver	of	the	lord	of	Beverley,	and	John	Wright,	fisher,	
and	John	Webstser.	This	is	a	rare	instance	in	which	a	Beverley	resident	sought	
sanctuary	there.

SDSB,	188 602

Sanctuary Seekers in England, c. 1380-1550, ordered by seekers' names

30/05/17 85



Seeker	
ID

Surname First	
Name

Seeker	Place	
of	Origin

Seeker	
Occupation	
or	Status

Sex Sanctuary Sanctuary	Type Port	
Assigned

Year Date Seeker	
Reason

Seeker	
Reason	

Elaboration

	Summary	of	case Reference Case	
ID

614 Goodbody John Norfolk,	
Menyngham[?
]

butcher M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1520 1520-01-30 Debt Bevereley	sanctuary	register	records	that	on	30	Jan.	1520	Goodbody	sought	sanctuary	
for	debt.

SDSB,	177 545

1206 Goodman John Essex,	
Okyngdown[?]

yeoman M Beverley	
(abjuration	from	
Cambridgeshire,	
Barrington)

Taking	church
Abjuration	to	
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1534 1534-02-09 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	9	Feb.	1534	John	Goodman	(ID	#1206)	and	Walter	
Heyte	(ID	#1207)	took	the	parish	church	of	Barrington,	Cambs.	They	confessed	to	the	
coroner	that	on	7	Feb.	at	Barrington	they	had	stolen	a	horse.	They	abjured,	were	
branded,	and	Goodman	chose	Beverley,	and	Heyte	the	monastery	of	St.	John	at	
Colchester.

TNA,	KB	9/527,	m.	148;	KB	
29/167,	m.	1d

1483

1663 Gore John Hampshire,	
Broughton

M SJJ:	Hampshire,	
Broughton	(?)

Chartered	
Sanctuary
Ambiguous
Taking	church

1409 Asportation Gaol	delivery	record	transcribed	in	a	Hospitaller	cartulary:	Gore	pleaded	that	he	took	
sanctuary	at	a	certain	"Spitelhous"	in	"Burghton"	[*],	which	was	a	possession	of	the	
Hospitaller	order,	and	that	after	he	was	extracted	by	force	and	asks	to	be	restored.	
William	of	Wakefeld,	for	the	Hospitaller	order,	appeared	before	the	justices	and	
proferred	various	proofs	that	any	possession	of	the	order	had	the	same	privileges	of	
sanctuary	as	any	church,	and	that	those	who	breach	it	are	to	be	excommunicated	and	
anathematized	(according	to	papal	bulls,	shown	to	the	court).	Put	to	a	jury,	who	
found	that	this	house	had	been	used	as	sanctuary,	and	those	seized	from	it	by	the	
king's	officers,	had	been	restored,	from	time	out	of	memory,	and	that	this	was	so	for	
all	the	Hospitallers'	properties.	After	conferring	with	justices	of	both	benches,	
members	of	the	king's	council	and	other	learned	men,	the	justices	at	gaol	delivery	
restored	Gore	to	the	sanctuary.	[Note,	this	does	not	indicate	a	right	to	stay	there	
indefinitely,	but	that	the	"spitalhouse"	had	the	same	sanctuary	rights	as	a	parish	
church.]						[*]Regarding	location:	tentatively	identified	as	Broughton,	Hants.,	which	is	
near	Houghton	(the	location	of	the	alleged	robbery).	Various	other	Burtons,	Bartons,	
etc.	are	also	possible.

BL,	Cotton	Nero	E.VI,	
Hospitaller	Cartulary,	fol.	
57v;	McSheffrey,	SS,	92-93

1444

647 Gornarr Peter Yorkshire,	
Bridlington

tanner M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1524 1524-07-03 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Gornarr	sought	sanctuary	on	3	Jul.	1524	for	
the	murder	of	Robert	Skelton	of	Bridlington,	tailor.

SDSB,	183 578

991 Goslyng Thomas London	 mercer M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1527 1527-08-17 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	18	Aug.	1527	in	the	parish	of	St.	Martin	in	the	Vintry	in	London,	
over	the	body	of	Thomas	Garlond,	cooper.	The	jurors	reported	that	Goslyng,	citizen	
and	mercer	of	London	and	vintner	of	the	borough	of	Southwark,	on	17	Aug.	1527	
around	4	pm	had	attacked	Garland	with	daggers	and	knives.	Garlond	received	a	

TNA,	KB	9/504,	mm.	64-65;	
KB	29/160,	m.	13;	KB	
27/1066,	rex	m.	14d

888

1389 Goughe	
Flewe	Ellyne

John M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 1533-05-30 Homicide In	the	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	John	Goughe	Flewe	Ellyne	was	named	as	
having	entered	for	murder,	about	two	days	before	(~30	May	1533).

TNA,	SP	1/238,	fols.	72-73 1223

1586 Gower James Esquire M Tewkesbury	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1471 1471-05-04 Civil	war Gower	was	amongst	the	Lancastrian	forces	at	the	battle	of	Tewkesbury	4	May	1471;	
according	to	Warkworth's	Chronicle,	upon	defeat	he	and	others	in	the	Lancastrian	
forces	sought	sanctuary	at	Tewkesbury	Abbey.	Edward	IV	initially	pardoned	them,	but	
then	rescinded	the	pardon	and	extracted	them	from	the	abbey	and	tried	and	
executed	them	all.

Warkworth,	Chronicle,	18-19 1122

1341 Gowere Richard tailor M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 Felony In	the	1532	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Gowere	(labeled	"a	poore	mane")	was	
named	as	having	entered	for	felony.

TNA,	SP	1/70,	fol.	133 1175

166 Gowland John Cumbria,	
Skirwith,	
Kirkland

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1508 1508-08-23 Asportation Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Gowland	sought	sanctuary	on	23	Aug.	1508	
because	on	13	Apr.	1506,	with	others,	he	broke	in	the	house	of	the	vicar	of	Kildwick	in	
Craven,	York	diocese,	stealing	money	and	silver	jewelry.

SDSB,	53 133
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1259 Grasseford Reginald London	 tailor M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1427 Debt The	London	Plea	and	Memoranda	Roll	records	the	release	of	apprentice	John	Holam	
from	his	contract	with	Reginald	Grasseford,	tailor,	because	Grassford	had	withdrawn	
to	sanctuary	at	St.	Martin	le	Grand.	That	debt	was	the	reason	for	Grasseford's	
sanctuary	is	surmised	from	context.

CPMR,	4:206 1102

1612 Graunt Thomas London	 chaplain M Westminster	
Abbey	?

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1400 Debt Thomas	Curteys	and	Thomas	Graunt	were	pardoned	for	the	crown	portion	of	a	fine	
assessed	on	a	"false"	suit	against	them	for	jury	embracery;	the	pardon	record	notes	
that	they	had	fled	to	sanctuary	as	they	could	not	pay	the	fine	and	feared	
imprisonment.	The	sanctuary	was	not	specified,	although	as	the	suit	was	heard	at	nisi	
prius	at	SMLG,	seems	more	likely	to	have	been	Westminster.

TNA,	SC	8/248/12394;	CPR	
1399-1401,	402-3

1395

950 Gravener Thomas London	 servingman M Church-taking,	
Staffordshire,	
Lapley

Taking	church
Abjuration

Bristol 1522 1522-03-11 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	11	Mar.	1522,	Gravener	took	the	parish	church	of	
Lapley,	Staffs.,	and	confessed	to	the	coroner	the	following	day	that	on	Thursday	
following	the	feast	of	Corpus	Christi	(May-June)	1520,	he	stole	two	cows	at	Preston	in	
Shropshire	from	Richard	Titley,	gentleman,	along	with	many	other	felonies.	He	
abjured	(the	memorandum	recording	in	full	the	oath	the	abjurer	swore).

TNA,	KB	9/489,	m.	26 848

1518 Gray Andrew Bedfordshire,	
Southill

M Church-taking,	
Hertfordshire,	
Royston,	
Hospital	of	St.	
John	and	St.	
Thomas

Taking	church 1476 1476-12-29 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	at	Royston,	Cambs.,	30	Dec.	1476,	over	the	body	of	Thomas	Brygeys	
of	"Stencley"	or	"Steucley,"	Hunts.,	gentleman.	The	jurors	reported	that	Gray	killed	
Brygeys	with	a	wynyard	and	that	he	fled	immediately	to	the	chapel	called	"le	Ospitall"	
in	Royston,	Herts.	Royston	sat	on	the	county	line	between	Herts.	and	Cambs.	The	
hospital	on	the	Herts.	side	(there	were	two	in	Royston)	was	the	hospital	of	St.	John	
and	St.	Thomas.	See	VCH	Herts.,	3:253-65;	http://www.british-
history.ac.uk/report.aspx?compid=43614.

TNA,	KB	9/343,	m.	50 1336

1520 Gray George London	 gentleman M Church-taking,	
Buckinghamshir
e,	Marsworth,	
All	Hallows

Taking	church
Abjuration

Southampt
on

1478 1478-02-20 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	20	Feb.	1478	Gray	took	church	at	All	Hallows	in	
Marsworth,	Bucks.,	and	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	5	Dec.	1476	at	St.	Martin	in	
the	Fields	by	Charing	Cross	he	killed	John	Skynner	with	his	dagger.	He	abjured.	The	
memorandum	has	a	notation	indicating	that	Gray	was	in	the	Marshalsea	and	that	in	
Michaelmas	1480	he	pleaded	clergy	successfully.	A	later	Middlesex	indictment	
indicates	that	having	been	handed	over	as	clerk	attaint	to	Ralph	Langley,	monk	and	
archdeacon	of	the	abbot	of	Westminster,	he	escaped	from	the	abbot's	prison	on	on	
30	Dec.	1484	and	was	still	at	large.

TNA,	KB	9/354,	m.	46;	KB	
9/952,	m.	41;	Freeman,	"And	
He	Abjured,"	290-91

1338

266 Gray Robert Northumberla
nd,	
Warkworth

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1519 1519-03-22 Homicide Accessory Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Anthony	Heron	and	Robert	Gray	sought	
sanctuary	on	22	Mar.	1519	because	they	had	been	present	at	Bilton	Moor,	in	the	
parish	of	"Lesbery,"	on	5	Mar.	1519	when	George	Mayll	of	Warkworth	(ID	#267)	
struck	Alan	Elder	with	a	sword	because	Elder	had	assaulted	him.	He	gave	him	a	
wound	from	which	he	died	23	days	later	[although	apparently	they	sought	sanctuary	
before	the	death	actually	occurred].	Gray	is	not	named	in	a	later	bill	of	information	
from	1521	sent	to	Wolsey	on	Northumbrian	murderers,	which	does	mention	Anthony	
Heron.

SDSB,	81;	TNA,	SP	1/23,	fol.	
229	(L&P,	3/2:822)

218

1218 Graye John Bedfordshire,	
Old	Warden

husbandman M Colchester,	St.	
John's	
(abjuration	from	
Bedfordshire,	
Northill	St.	
Mary)

Taking	church
Abjuration	to	
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1534 1534-07-20 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	20	Jul.	1534	John	Graye	took	the	parish	church	of	St.	
Mary	of	Northill,	Beds.	He	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	with	Robert	Baylle	of	Eaton	
in	Beds.,	yeoman,	he	had	broken	into	a	close	at	Sutton	on	20	Jun.	1534	and	stolen	
two	horses.	He	abjured,	was	branded,	and	was	assigned	Colchester	Abbey.

TNA,	KB	9/531,	m.	92;	KB	
29/168,	m.	3

1069

1804 Gregge John Essex,	
Tolleshunt	
Darcy

clothier M Colchester,	St.	
John's	Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1473 Debt In	a	Chancery	bill,	plaintiff	John	Coverley	indicated	that	John	Gregge,	with	whom	he	
was	in	dispute	regarding	debts,	had	taken	sanctuary	at	Colchester	and	continued	to	
"abide"	there.	Year	approximate	(range	1473-75).

TNA,	C	1/48/35 1578

Sanctuary Seekers in England, c. 1380-1550, ordered by seekers' names

30/05/17 87



Seeker	
ID

Surname First	
Name

Seeker	Place	
of	Origin

Seeker	
Occupation	
or	Status

Sex Sanctuary Sanctuary	Type Port	
Assigned

Year Date Seeker	
Reason

Seeker	
Reason	

Elaboration

	Summary	of	case Reference Case	
ID

844 Grendell William London	 chaplain M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1476 1476-02-08 Homicide Accessory Coroner's	inquest	in	the	parish	of	St.	Giles	Cripplegate,	London,	15	Mar.	1476	over	the	
body	of	William	Duglas	of	London,	yeoman.	The	jurors	reported	that	on	8	Feb.	1476	
John	Walker	attacked	Duglas	with	a	pitchfork,	from	which	wound	Duglas	died	on	14	
March.	John	Wemme,	John	Vyvyan,	Thomas	Wyrall,	Robert	Rycherd,	and	William	
Grendell	were	accused	as	accessories.	The	jurors	said	that	after	the	felony	they	fled	to	
sanctuary	at	St.	Martin	le	Grand.	The	inquest	report	indicates	that	Wemme,	Vyvyan,	
Wyrall,	Rycherd,	and	Grendell	all	went	sine	die	when	they	came	to	trial.

TNA,	KB	9/343,	mm.	94-96 759

1691 Grene John Ireland labourer M Church-taking,	
Surrey,	Cheam	
St.	Dunstan

Taking	church
Abjuration

Dover 1429 1429-05-28 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	28	May	1429	Grene	had	taken	church	at	Cheam	and	
confessed	that,	together	with	a	number	of	other	men	(whom	he	names),	he	had	
assaulted	and	robbed	a	gentleman	and	a	chaplain.	He	abjured,	but	must	have	later	
been	caught	in	the	realm.	When	he	later	appeared	at	King's	Bench	(as	a	note	on	the	
back	of	the	indictment	indicates)	he	claimed	benefit	of	clergy,	read	as	a	clerk,	and	was	
delivered	to	the	ordinary	of	Westminster.	As	Freeman	notes,	he	and	Estham	[#1690]	
took	the	same	church	and	abjured	on	the	same	day.

TNA,	KB	9/225,	mm.	27-28;	
Freeman,	"And	He	Abjured,"	
290

1472

1022 Grene John Warwickshire,	
Rowington

labourer M Westminster	
Abbey		
dependency:	
Knowle,	
Warwickshire

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1529 1529-02-18 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	24	Feb.	1529	at	Rowington,	Warwickshire,	over	the	body	of	Robert	
Orgell.	The	Jurors	reported	that	on	18	Feb.	1529	around	7am	Grene	lay	in	wait	to	
attack	Orgell	on	a	croft	called	Busshebroke	in	Rowington,	and	hit	him	on	the	head	
with	a	club,	giving	him	a	wound	from	which	he	died	the	following	Friday	(19	Feb.	
1529).	Immediately	afterward,	Grene	fled	to	the	town	of	Knowle,	"which	is	a	town	
having	the	liberty	of	sanctuary"	and	thus	they	could	not	take	nor	extract	Grene	from	
the	liberty	and	sanctuary	["villa	libertatem	sanctuarii	habentem,	ita	quod	extra	eadem	
libertate	et	sanctuario	idem	Johannes	capi	nec	extrahi	potuit."]	The	controlment	roll	
indicates	that	Grene	was	outlawed	4	July	1531.

TNA,	KB	9/509,	m.	156;	KB	
29/161,	m.	1d;	McSheffrey,	
SS,	144

918

1636 Grene Richard Lincolnshire,	
Wainfleet

M Church-taking,	
Lincolnshire?

Taking	church
Abjuration

Westcheste
r,	Cheshire

1457 1457-07-25 Homicide Accessory Patent	roll	records	a	pardon	for	Grene,	dated	15	August	1457;	his	petition	indicated	
that	on	25	Jul.	1457	he	had	escaped	to	an	unnamed	sanctuary	while	fleeing	from	a	
stranger	who	threatened	his	life,	and	when	his	enemies	attempted	to	drag	him	out	of	
sanctuary,	he	confessed	and	abjured,	concerning	the	felony	(by	implication	invented)	
of	having	been	present	at	a	homicide	15	years	before.	Sanctuary-taking	likely	in	
Lincolnshire,	as	Grene	indicated	he	was	travelling	from	the	"fair	of	Louthe,"	
presumably	Louth,	Lincs.,	to	"Conam,"	presumably	Covenham.

CPR	1452-61,	361 1417

942 Grene Richard Warwickshire,	
Radford

labourer M Church-taking,	
Northamptonshi
re,	Warkworth

Taking	church
Abjuration

Dover 1521 1521-03-11 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	11	Mar.	1521	Grene	took	the	parish	church	of	
Warkworth,	Northants.,	and	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	9	Mar.	1521	at	
Warkworth	he	had	stolen	a	horse	and	some	cloth	from	an	unknown	man.	He	abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/486,	m.	21 840

976 Grene Richard Kent,	
Frenersby[?]

labourer M Colchester,	St.	
John's	Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1525 1525-08-23 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	at	Chatham,	Kent,	on	23	Aug.	1525	over	the	body	of	Roger	Blake.	
The	jurors	reported	that	on	23	Aug.	at	about	10	am,	Blake	had	been	in	God's	peace	
and	the	king's	at	Chatham	when	Grene	attacked	him,	stabbing	him	in	the	throat.	
Grene	immediately	fled,	the	inhabitants	pursuing	him	through	the	four	nearest	
townships,	and	the	jurors	know	for	certain	that	Grene	took	sanctuary	at	Colchester.

TNA,	KB	9/501/1,	m.	102 874

1301 Grene Richard M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1525 Homicide A	"certificate"	of	"persons	within	St.	Martin's	sanctuary,"	dated	13	Feb.	1525,	lists	
Richard	Grene,	in	sanctuary	for	murder,	as	lodging	in	Bland's	Alley.

TNA,	SP	1/33,	fol.	148	(L&P,	
4/1:473)

1136

57 Grene Robert Durham,	
South	Shields

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1493 1493-08-24 Homicide Self-defence Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Grene	sought	sanctuary	on	24	Aug.	1493	
because	on	1	Aug.	1493	in	Newcastle-upon-Tyne	in	a	lane	called	the	Close,	a	certain	
Robert	Nicholson	of	Winlaton,	who	had	recently	been	of	Grene's	own	household,	had	
attacked	him	with	diverse	men	of	his	retinue.	In	the	fray	Grene	had	struck	Nicholson	
with	a	Scottish	axe	[Scotteȝaxe]	twice	in	the	chest,	killing	him.	He	seeks	immunity	for	
his	body	and	protection	of	his	goods	between	Tyne	and	Tees.

SDSB,	23 52

1342 Grene Simon collier M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 Felony In	the	1532	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Grene	was	named	as	having	entered	for	
felony.

TNA,	SP	1/70,	fol.	133 1176
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338 Grene Thomas Yorkshire,	
Leeming

gentleman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1503 1503-02-26 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Grene	sought	sanctuary	on	26	Feb.	1503	for	
the	homicide	of	John	Pereson,	lately	killed	near	Bedale,	Yorks.

SDSB,	120 286

1390 Grene Walter M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 1533-05-30 Homicide In	the	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Thomas	Bawdryke	(ID	#1371)	and	Walter	
Grene	(ID	#1390)	were	named	together	as	having	entered	for	murder	two	days	before	
(i.e.	~30	May	1533).

TNA,	SP	1/238,	fols.	72-73 1224

1054 Grene William Northamptons
hire,	
Northampton

tanner M Beverley	
(abjuration	from	
Northamptonshi
re,	Northampton	
Blackfriars)

Taking	church
Abjuration	to	
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 1532-02-01 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	1	Feb.	1532	Grene	took	the	Blackfriars	church	in	
Northampton,	confessing	to	the	coroner	that	on	a	certain	night	in	September	1528	at	
Northampton	he	had	burgled	a	shop	and	house	of	William	Goughe,	and	stole	some	
linens;	he	also	burgled	other	shops	in	Northampton	in	December	1529.	He	abjured	
and	was	assigned	Beverley.	(His	name	does	not	appear	in	the	Beverley	register.)

TNA,	KB	9/519,	m.	89;	TNA,	
KB	29/165,	m.	3

942

687 Greneall Thomas Norfolk,	
Norwich

mercer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1527 1527-06-06 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Greneall	sought	sanctuary	on	6	Jun.	1527	for	
debt.

SDSB,	191 618

274 Grenehede William Westmorland,	
Burton-in-
Kendal

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1519 1519-10-28 Homicide Accessory Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Miles	Wryghtson	and	William	Grenehede	
sought	sanctuary	on	28	Oct.	1519,	because	on	11	Oct.	1519	at	Preston	in	the	parish	of	
Burton-in-Kendal,	they	were	attacked,	and	Wryghtson	as	principal	and	Grenehede	as	
accessory	struck	Oliver	Syll	on	the	head	with	a	"sparestaffe."	Syll	died	nine	days	later.

SDSB,	84-85 225

1547 Greneway John London	 yeoman M Church-taking,	
Huntingdonshire
,	Great	Gidding,	
St.	James

Taking	church
Abjuration

Boston 1498 1498-07-16 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	16	Jul.	1498,	at	Great	Gidding,	Hunts.,	that	James	Bell,	John	
Grenewey,	and	Thomas	Dawson	abjured	for	robbing	7s.	from	William	Osteby,	clerk,	
and	Richard	Colyn,	at	Wittering,	Northants.	Bell	was	found	in	the	realm	and	presented	
a	pardon	in	1507;	nothing	further	about	the	others	found.

TNA,	KB	9/419,	m.	5;	KB	
27/985,	rex	m.	18

1356

1133 Grice George Surrey,	East	
Horsley

gentleman M Church-taking,	
London,	St.	
Magnus

Taking	church 1517 1517-02-12 Asportation At	Middlesex	gaol	delivery	at	Newgate	on	15	Apr.	1510,	Grice	was	indicted	because	
on	14	Dec.	1509	he	had	stolen	weapons	and	horses	from	several	men	at	Wexbridge,	
Middlesex.	He	pleaded	not	guilty	but	the	jury	found	him	guilty;	he	pleaded	clergy,	but	
was	denied	for	bigamy,	although	he	remained	in	prison.	Proceedings	continued	from	
term	to	term	without	resolution	until	9	Feb.	1518,	when	he	pleaded	sanctuary,	
claiming	that	on	12	Feb.	1517	he	took	the	parish	church	of	St.	Magnus	in	London	-	
presumably	having	escaped	from	custody	in	the	Marshalsea	prison	-	but	was	dragged	
out	by	his	"adversaries	and	keepers."	His	plea	was	held	insufficient	and	he	was	
sentenced	to	hang.

TNA,	KB	27/1004,	m.	18 999
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1077 Griffith Hugh London	 yeoman M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1539 1539-01-31 Homicide Coroner’s	inquest	convened	10	Feb.	1539	in	St.	Gregory’s	parish	in	London	over	the	
body	of	Richard	Cholmeley,	gentleman.	The	jurors	reported	that	on	31	Jan.	1539	at	9	
am,	Cholmeley	had	been	attacked	and	killed	in	the	churchyard	of	St.	Paul’s	cathedral	
by	five	men,	John	Mainwaring,	Robert	Jones,	Thomas	Potter,	William	Edwards,	and	
Hugh	Griffith.	They	gave	him	a	wound	on	the	back	of	his	head	that	penetrated	to	his	
brain,	from	which	wound	he	died	on	9	Feb.	Following	their	deeds,	the	jurors	reported,	
the	perpetrators	fled.	The	jurors	also	reported	that	the	killing	had	been	
commissioned	by	another	party,	Randall	Mainwaring,	gentleman,	of	Swanley,	
Cheshire.	The	King’s	Bench	coram	rege	roll	records	the	appearance	at	London	gaol	
delivery	on	15	Feb.	1539	of	the	five	perpetrators.	John	Mainwaring	pleaded	
sanctuary,	indicating	that	following	the	killing	he	and	the	others	had	fled	to	
Westminster,	but	that	shortly	before	their	appearance	at	the	London	gaol	delivery	
they	had	all	been	seized	on	the	orders	of	Thomas	Cromwell	and	brought	before	the	
court.	Mainwaring	prayed	to	be	restored;	his	fellows	all	merely	“trusted	to	God”	that	
they	would	have	their	privilege.	As	Cromwell	was	amongst	the	justices	at	gaol	delivery	
to	whom	Mainwaring	and	the	others	made	this	plea,	it	is	no	surprise	–	although	
contrary	to	the	established	law	of	the	time	–	that	Mainwaring	and	the	others	were	
refused	(their	pleas	ruled	insufficient	in	law).	They	were	summarily	pronounced	guilty	
(their	cases	were	not	put	to	a	jury)	and	they	were	hanged.	When	Randall	Mainwaring	
faced	his	charge	as	accessory	in	Michaelmas	1539,	he	was	acquitted	by	a	jury.	
Cholmeley’s	death	came	as	part	of	a	Cheshire	feud,	both	factional	and	personal:	
Cholmely	was	Randall	Mainwaring’s	brother-in-law,	and	they	were	on	opposite	sides	
in	a	violent	dispute	in	that	county	in	the	later	1530s.	See	McSheffrey,	SS ,	ch.	7,	for	a	
full	discussion	of	this	case	and	the	significance	of	this	breach	of	sanctuary.

TNA,	KB	9/541,	mm.	85-7;	KB	
27/1112,	rex	m.	9;	
McSheffrey,	SS,	167-80

952

1868 Griffith M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1528 Asportation According	to	the	submission	from	the	City	of	London	in	the	enquiry	into	St.	Martin's	
bounds	in	1535,	in	1528-1529	a	man	named	Griffith	was	forcibly	removed	from	a	
house	in	St.	Martin's	lane	to	stand	trial	at	Newgate.	He	pleaded	sanctuary,	but	the	
jury	found	that	the	house	from	which	he	was	taken	was	not	sanctuary,	and	he	was	
hanged.	Another	witness	referred	perhaps	to	the	same	case,	although	he	gave	no	
name	or	date;	he	said	that	a	sanctuary	man	who	had	taken	the	privilege	for	theft	
from	the	Sun	Tavern	at	Cripplegate	was	drinking	in	the	back	"parlour"	of	a	tavern	(the	
Bull's	Head)	at	the	southwestern	corner	of	St.	Martin's	lane.	He	was	dragged	from	
that	parlour	by	the	sheriff's	men	and	later	hanged.	The	sanctuary	status	of	that	back	
drinking	room	was	disputed	as	it	stood	on	the	boundary	(see	McSheffrey,	SS ,	ch.	5).

TNA,	STAC	2/20/324,	m.	8;	
STAC	2/20/323,	mm.	26-27;	
C	24/3,	"Abbas,"	m.	2

1634

869 Griggys Giles Middlesex,	
Westminster,	
St.	Martin	in	
the	Fields

gentleman M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1497 1497-12-18 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	report	in	the	parish	of	St.	Clement	Danes	on	21	Dec.	1497,	over	the	
body	of	Robert	Boys.	Jurors	find	that	Griggys	assaulted	him	with	malice	aforethought,	
with	a	sword,	and	gave	him	a	wound	from	which	he	died.	Briggys	immediately	after	
the	felony	fled	to	the	sanctuary	of	St.	Peter	at	Westminster.

TNA,	KB	9/415,	m.	79 779

1453 Grimaldi John	
Baptist

Italy merchant M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1509 Asportation According	to	the	Great	Chronicler,	Grimaldi	was	a	retainer	of	Empson	and	Dudley,	and	
fled	to	sanctuary	following	Henry	VIII's	accession;	he	remained	there	"long	afftyr."	He	
himself	complained	c.	1513	in	Star	Chamber	that	he	had	been	unjustly	accused	and	
condemned	by	corrupt	juries,	while	William	Hussey,	the	defendant,	answered	that	
Grimaldi	was	justly	condemned	for	embezzlement	and	that	he	escaped	custody	and	
fled	to	Westminster	sanctuary.	Unclear	if	these	are	separate	resorts	to	sanctuary	or	
the	same.

TNA,	STAC	2/16/346	to	350;	
Great	Chronicle	of	London,	
337,	343-44,	352-65
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1577 Grimsby William knight M Tewkesbury	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1471 1471-05-04 Civil	war Grimsby	was	amongst	the	Lancastrian	forces	at	the	battle	of	Tewkesbury	4	May	1471;	
according	to	Warkworth's	Chronicle,	upon	defeat	he	and	others	in	the	Lancastrian	
forces	sought	sanctuary	at	Tewkesbury	Abbey.	Edward	IV	initially	pardoned	them,	but	
then	rescinded	the	pardon	and	extracted	them	from	the	abbey	and	tried	and	
executed	them	all.

Warkworth,	Chronicle,	18-19 1122

467 Grisby Robert Scalby,	
Yorkshire

labourer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1521 1521-01-14 Felony Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Grisby	sought	sanctuary	on	14	Jan.	1521	for	
felony.

SDSB,	147 412

1693 Grisco William Ireland chaplain M Church-taking,	
Hertfordshire,	
Amwell	
(Hertford	Priory)

Taking	church 1418 1418-07-28 Escape	from	
custody

At	peace	sessions	in	Hertfordshire,	jurors	report	that	William	Grisco	(#1693),	John	
Mille	(#1694),	and	Thomas	Downe	(#1695)	all	broke	out	of	Hertford	gaol	and	then	
they	fled	to	"the	church	of	the	priory	of	Hertford	in	the	town	of	Amwell"	(Amwell	was	
a	manor	belonging	to	Hertford	priory).	They	then,	from	negligence	of	the	
townspeople	of	Amwell,	subsequently	all	escaped	from	that	church.

TNA,	KB	9/1056,	m.	38 1474

920 Grome Alexander Middlesex,	
Westminster

groom,	
servant	of	
William	
Pykeryng

M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1516 1516-08-07 Homicide Accessory Coroner's	inquest	report	at	Westminster	in	the	abbot	of	Westminster's	liberty	on	7	
Aug.	1516,	over	the	body	of	Edward	Wright	alias	Messenger.	The	jurors	reported	that	
Richard	Draycotes,	gentleman,	and	Richard	Heydon,	William	Stanwyche,	Henry	Ellys,	
and	Alexander	Grome	(alias	Alexander	late	servant	of	William	Pykeryng,	gentleman),	
all	yeomen,	all	of	Westminster,	on	30	Jul.	1516	at	6pm	assaulted	Wright	at	
Westminster,	giving	him	a	wound	from	which	he	died	on	6	Aug.	Draycotes	and	
Heydon	were	the	principals	and	the	others	were	accessories.	The	jurors	also	say	that	
Thomas	Swalowe	of	Westminster	tried	to	capture	the	felons	and	chased	them,	and	as	
he	did	so	he	saw	John	Haynes	of	Westminster,	cutler,	one	of	the	constables	of	the	
town	of	Westminster,	and	in	the	name	of	the	king	he	ordered	him	to	catch	and	arrest	
the	felons	and	murderers,	but	Haynes	publicly	refused	to	do	this,	so	that	the	men	
were	able	to	escape	to	sanctuary	at	Westminster.

TNA,	KB	9/472	m.	78 821

634 Grovell John Yorkshire,	
Kingston	upon	
Hull

tiler M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1523 1523-12-21 Felony Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Grovell	sought	sanctuary	on	21	Dec.	1523	for	
felony.

SDSB,	180 565

1115 Gryffyn James Kent,	
Tunbridge

yeoman M Church-taking,	
Kent,	Tunbridge

Taking	church 1497 1497-11-03 Asportation At	gaol	delivery	at	Maidstone,	Kent,	in	February	1498,	Moresse	and	Gryffyn	appeared	
on	an	indictment	that	on	3	Nov.	1497	they	had	lain	in	wait	for	Thomas	Grigby	of	
Tunbridge,	Kent,	at	a	place	called	Reverhill,	near	Tunbridge,	and	assaulted	and	robbed	
him	of	money	and	goods	worth	about	29s.	Both	Moresse	and	Gryffyn	pleaded	that	
they	had	taken	the	porch	of	the	church	at	Tunbridge,	claiming	sanctuary,	but	that	
Thomas	Grigby	along	with	Nicholas	Werall,	William	Frelond,	Thomas	Durbarre	and	
others	violently	seized	them	from	the	church.	They	thus	pleaded	to	be	restored.		They	
were	recommitted	to	prison	while	the	judges	advised	themselves.	Then	in	1505,	they	
appeared	and	pleaded	not	guilty;	they	were	recommitted	to	prison	for	another	two	
years,	and	then	in	1507	the	jury	ruled	on	their	cases	and	acquitted	them.

TNA,	KB	27/976,	rex	m.	6 982
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1778 Gryffyn	alias	
Gryffyth	
alias	
Walshman

Maurice servant M Colchester,	St.	
John's	Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1512 1512-01-03 Homicide Same	man	entered	twice	as	twice	sought	sanctuary.	In	February	1512,	John	Raynsford	
(ID	#1778),	his	servant	Gryffyn,	and	a	number	of	other	men	were	indicted	for	the	
murder	on	3	Jan.	1512	of	John	Burges	of	East	Greenwich,	inside	the	precinct	of	the	
king's	palace	at	Greenwich.	Later	records	in	Star	Chamber	indicate	that	Raynsford	and	
Gryffyn	took	sanctuary	at	St.	John's	Abbey	in	Colchester	for	the	homicide.	While	in	
the	sanctuary,	both	Raynsford	and	Gryffyn	were	implicated	in	another	homicide	
inside	the	sanctuary,	the	death	of	Michael	Brasebrigge,	another	sanctuary	man;	
Raynsford	was	never	charged,	although	he	admitted	in	his	own	Star	chamber	
submissions	that	Gryffyn	had	committed	the	homicide,	for	which	Gryffyn	fled	from	
the	precinct	and	took	church	and	abjured	(entered	separately;	see	ID	#	1779).	Gryffyn	
was	pardoned	along	with	Raynford	for	"all	felonies"	in	July	1513.

TNA,	KB	9/458/57-60;	KB	
29/144,	m.	1d;	STAC	
2/18/283;	2/20/26;	
2/20/100;	L&P,	1/2:967;	
McSheffrey,	SS,	183-84

1553

1779 Gryffyn	alias	
Gryffyth	
alias	
Walshman

Maurice servant M Church-taking,	
Essex,	
Colchester

Taking	church
Abjuration

1513 Homicide Same	man	entered	twice	since	he	twice	sought	sanctuary	(see	also	ID	#1778).	In	Star	
Chamber	between	1514	and	1521,	Richard	Vynes,	bailiff	of	the	sanctuary	of	St.	John's	
Abbey	in	Colchester,	sued	Sir	John	Raynsford	and	his	son	John	Jr.,	alleging	that	the	
younger	Raynsford	(ID	#1775)	and	several	of	his	servants	(including	Gryffyn,	who	was	
the	man	who	actually	struck	the	blow,	according	to	Raynsforth's	own	account)	were	
responsible	for	the	homicide	of	Brasebrigge.	Already	in	sanctuary	in	St.	John's	abbey,	
Colchester,	for	another	murder	(see	his	other	entry),	Gryffyn	fled	the	abbey	sanctuary	
for	a	parish	church	in	Colchester,	and	then	abjured.	Gryffyn	was	pardoned	for	"all	
felonies"	in	July	1513,	thus	the	second	homicide	was	well	as	the	first.

TNA,	KB	9/458/57-60;	KB	
29/144,	m.	1d;	STAC	
2/18/283;	2/20/26;	
2/20/100;	L&P,	1/2:967;	
McSheffrey,	SS,	183-84

1554

1004 Gryffyth Owen Wales,	Powys yeoman M Church-taking,	
Warwickshire,	
Rugby	St.	
Lawrence

Taking	church
Abjuration

Boston 1528 1528-01-11 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	11	Jan.	1528	at	Rugby,	Warws.,	Gryffyth	took	the	
church	of	St.	Lawrence	in	Rugby.	He	confessed	that	on	20	Aug.	1527	he	had	stolen	
some	cattle	and	some	money	at	Tamworth	from	William	Repyngton.	He	abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/506/1,	m.	61 903

222 Grymshawe Christoph
er

Lancashire,	
Bispham,	
Amoundernes
s

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1516 1516-02-08 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Grymshawe	sought	sanctuary	on	8	Feb.	1516	
because	on	24	Jan.	1516	at	Poulton	in	Amounderness,	near	Kirkham,	he	struck	
George	Sandyforth	on	the	head	with	a	pikestaff,	giving	him	a	wound	from	which	he	
died	four	days	later.	

SDSB,	70-71 187

500 Gusterd George Yorkshire,	
Bishop	Burton

weaver M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1489 1489-12-26 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Gusterd	sought	sanctuary	on	26	Dec.	1489	
for	the	homicide	of	a	certain	unknown	servant	of	Edward	Barnaby,	gentleman,	with	a	
lancestaff,	on	26	Jan.	1488	at	Killingholme.

SDSB,	154 442

378 Gwitby William Yorkshire,	
Cottingham

butcher M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1512 1512-02-16 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Gwitby	sought	sanctuary	on	16	Feb.	1512	for	
debt.

SDSB,	129 326

846 Gwynnyth Geoffrey London	 yeoman M Church-taking,	
Surrey,	
Southwark,	St.	
George

Abjuration
Taking	church

Dover 1481 1481-04-28 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	28	Apr.	1481	Gwynnyth	took	the	church	of	St.	
George,	Southwark	and	confessed	to	the	coroner	the	murder	of	John	Sander	in	
Tottenham,	Midd.,	on	8	May	1478.	He	abjured.	Writ	dated	4	May	1482,	and	a	note	on	
the	indictment	indicates	he	was	sentenced	to	be	hanged	in	Easter	term	1482,	so	must	
have	been	caught	in	the	realm.	He	was,	however,	not	actually	hanged;	he	appeared	in	
King's	Bench	in	Michaelmas	1482,	and	the	marshal	of	the	Marshalsea	prison	
explained	that	as	Gwynnyth	was	being	taken	in	a	cart	to	the	place	of	execution,	a	
messenger	arrived	with	a	pardon	from	the	king.	Spelman	may	have	reported	on	this	
case,	but	with	a	different	name	(Geoffrey	Smith)	and	a	different	date	(1461);	see	
seeker	#1856.

TNA,	KB	9/360,	mm.	36-37	
(GD)

761

183 Gy Thomas Yorkshire,	
Wistow,	near	
Selby

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1510 1510-10-23 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Gy	sought	sanctuary	on	23	Oct.	1510	because	
on	12	Oct.	1510	at	Womersley,	Yorks.,	he	struck	William	Pynchebek	with	a	dagger	in	
the	chest,	from	which	blow	he	died	ten	[days]	later.	This	man	may	be	the	same	as	the	
Thomas	Gye	of	Wistow	(ID	#188)	who	sought	sanctuary	at	Durham	for	different	
felonies	in	1511.

SDSB,	58 150
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194 Gybson Robert Yorkshire,	
Masongill,	
Thornton	in	
Lonsdale

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1512 1512-07-24 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Gybson	sought	sanctuary	on	24	Jul.	1512	
because	when	on	2	Jul.	1512	John	Whittyngton	had	assaulted	him	at	a	place	called	
Mortestane	in	the	parish	of	Thornton,	he	struck	back,	wounding	him	in	the	neck	with	
a	dagger,	from	which	wound	Whittyngton	died	the	same	day.

SDSB,	62 160

1192 Gydlowe John Staffordshire,	
Forton

labourer M Westminster	
Abbey	
(abjuration	from	
Staffordshire,	
Forton)

Taking	church
Abjuration	to	
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 1532-06-07 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	7	Jun.	1532	Gydslowe	took	the	parish	church	of	
Forton,	Staffs.,	and	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	5	June	he	had	broken	into	the	
close	of	William	Gydslowe	at	Madeley,	at	night,	and	stole	cattle.	He	abjured,	and	was	
assigned	Westminster.

TNA,	KB	9/521,	m.	46;	KB	
29/165,	m.	26d

1048

188 Gye Thomas Yorkshire,	
Wistow,	near	
Selby

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1511 1511-01-12 Asportation Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Gye	sought	sanctuary	on	12	Jan.	1511	
because	on	17	May	1510	he	had	stolen	twenty	head	of	cattle	from	"Gawtryce"	Forest	
near	Easington,	Yorks.,	and	took	them	to	Bridlington	monastery,	where	he	sold	
eighteen	of	the	cattle	to	the	prior,	having	sold	the	other	two	as	he	went	along	the	
road	to	unknown	people.	On	29	Nov.	1509	he	had	also	stolen	four	heifers	from	the	
same	forest	and	taken	them	to	Walton	under	the	Wald,	Yorkshire,	where	he	sold	
them	to	Gilbert	Gye.	He	may	be	the	same	as	the	Thomas	Gy	of	Wistow	(ID	#183)	who	
sought	sanctuary	at	Durham	for	different	felonies	in	1510.

SDSB,	59 152

1509 Gyles John Lincolnshire,	
Bourne

yeoman M Church-taking,	
Surrey,	Stoke	by	
Guildford

Taking	church
Abjuration

Southampt
on

1444 1444-05-30 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	Gyles	sought	sanctuary	at	the	parish	church	of	Stoke	by	
Guildford	on	30	May	1444,	confessing	that	on	14	May	he	had	stolen	a	horse	at	Stow,	
Cambridgeshire.	He	abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/246,	m.	31 1328

403 Gypson Wililam Yorkshire,	
Holme-on-
Spalding-Moor

labourer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1492 1492-05-26 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Gypson	sought	sanctuary	on	26	May	1492	for	
debt.

SDSB,	133 348

1714 Habage William Somerset,	
Taunton

capper M SJJ:	Preceptory	
of	Minchin	
Buckland,	
Somerset

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1508 1508-06-14 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	at	Taunton,	Soomerset,	14	Jun.	1508,	over	the	body	of	John	
Williams,	"touker"	(tucker	or	fuller),	whom	Habage	attacked	and	killed	on	14	Jun.	
1508	about	4	pm.	Habage	immediately	fled	afterwards	to	the	sanctuary	of	St.	John	of	
Buckland.	The	King's	Bench	controlment	roll	shows	he	was	outlawed	on	16	Apr.	1515.

TNA,	KB	9/960,	m.	42;	KB	
29/138,	m.	2d;	McSheffrey,	
SS,	97

1497

525 Hale Geoffrey Yorkshire,	
Sheffield

cutler M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1502 1502-01-18 Asportation Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	John,	William,	and	Geoffrey	Hale,	all	cutlers	
of	Sheffield,	took	sanctuary	on	18	Jan.	1502	for	the	robbery	of	Richard	Alan	also	of	
Sheffield.

SDSB,	158-59 464

523 Hale John Yorkshire,	
Sheffield

cutler M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1502 1502-01-18 Asportation Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	John,	William,	and	Geoffrey	Hale,	all	cutlers	
of	Sheffield,	took	sanctuary	on	18	Jan.	1502	for	the	robbery	of	Richard	Alan	also	of	
Sheffield.

SDSB,	158-59 464

524 Hale William Yorkshire,	
Sheffield

cutler M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1502 1502-01-18 Asportation Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	John,	William,	and	Geoffrey	Hale,	all	cutlers	
of	Sheffield,	took	sanctuary	on	18	Jan.	1502	for	the	robbery	of	Richard	Alan	also	of	
Sheffield.

SDSB,	158-59 464

1549 Hall John Lincolnshire,	
Swineshead

labourer M Lincolnshire,	
Swineshead,	St.	
Mary's	Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary
Ambiguous

1498 1498-03-22 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	report,	28	Mar.	1498,	at	Swineshead,	Lincs.,	for	Thomas	Straker	of	
Swineshead.	The	jurors	say	that	Hall	and	Richard	May,	also	of	Swineshead,	labourer,	
on	22	Mar.	1498	had	assaulted	Straker	and	given	him	a	wound	from	which	he	died	on	
28	Mar.	Both	fled	from	Swineshead,	the	people	of	the	town	chasing	them.	They	
caught	May	and	put	him	into	the	stocks	of	the	town	in	safe	custody.	Hall,	with	his	
bow	and	arrows	defended	himself	and	then	ran	into	the	sanctuary	of	the	monastery	
of	St.	Mary	of	Swineshead,	where	he	remained	still	at	the	time	of	the	inquest.	St.	
Mary's	abbey	was	a	Cistercian	house;	VCH	Lincs.,	2:145-46	(http://www.british-
history.ac.uk/vch/lincs/vol2/pp145-146).	

TNA,	KB	9/419,	m.	7 1357
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225 Hall John Northumberla
nd,	[Twizel,	
Morpeth,	]

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1515 1515-03-10 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Hall	sought	sanctuary	on	10	Mar.	1515	and	
sought	immunity	because	in	Morpeth	parish,	Northumberland,	around	3	May	1514,	
he	was	himself	assaulted	and	then	struck	back,	lethally	wounding	John	Waillez	with	a	
staff,	killing	him	instantly.

SDSB,	71 190

1676 Hall John London	 brewer[?] M Chartered	
Sanctuary

1518 Debt In	Chancery	bill,	explains	that	when	he	was	in	sanctuary	(unspecified	which)	for	debt,	
the	landlord	who	leased	him	the	brewhouse	of	the	Cross	Keys	outside	Cripplegate	
had	him	condemned	for	a	greater	debt	than	what	he	owed	in	back	rent	and	has	
seized	all	his	goods.	Datable	to	1518-29.

TNA,	C	1/523/31 1458

948 Hall John Bedfordshire,	
Bedford

M Church-taking,	
Suffolk,	Ingate

Taking	church
Abjuration

Great	
Yarmouth

1521 1521-08-26 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	26	Aug.	1521	Hall	took	the	church	at	Ingate,	Suffolk,	
and	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	15	Aug.	1521	with	James	Jarerd	of	Hoddesden,	
Herts.,	pardoner,	he	broke	into	a	common	fen	and	marsh	at	"Wygon"	(Wicken?),	
Cambs.,	and	stole	several	people's	animals.	He	abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/488,	m.	103 846

835 Hall Vincent Middlesex,	
Clerkenwell,	
St.	John's	
Street

baker	and	
brewer

M SJJ:	Clerkenwell Abjuration
Taking	church

Sandwich 1461 1461-11-04 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	6	Oct.	1461	in	St.	John's	Street,	Clerkenwell,	in	the	liberty	of	the	
hospital	of	St.	John	of	Jerusalem,	over	the	body	of	William	Lyng.	The	jurors	found	that	
Vincent	Hall	on	that	same	day	had	attacked	and	killed	Lyng	in	St.	John's	Street.	The	
jurors	reported	that	immediately	afterwards,	Hall	was	arrested	and	put	into	the	
"king's	prison	within	the	liberty"	in	the	custody	of	the	king's	constable	and	one	of	the	
prior's	servants.	A	later	coroner's	memorandum,	dated	25	Nov.	1461,	indicates	that	
on	4	Nov.	Hall	claimed	sanctuary	in	a	house	in	Clerkenwell	within	the	"ambit"	of	the	
priory	(presumably	in	St	John's	Street,	although	possibly	within	the	priory	precinct).	
Controversy	must	have	issued	about	whether	the	priory	church's	ambit	had	the	same	
rights	of	sanctuary	as	did	parish	churches.	On	20	Nov.	1461,	the	king	issued	a	writ	
indicating	that	the	prior	had	proven	to	the	king's	satisfaction,	by	apostolic	bulls,	that	
the	"priory	may	accord	the	same	sanctuary	as	is	available	in	any	parish	church	in	any	
part	of	its	lands."	Therefore	the	king	mandated	the	coroner	to	go	to	Hall	to	record	the	
acknowledgement	of	his	crime.	On	25	Nov.,	the	coroner	went	to	Hall,	"directed	by	a	
writ	of	the	king,"	and	Hall	confessed	to	him	the	murder	of	Lyng,	and	abjured.	Hall	was	
found	in	the	realm	again	by	3	Nov.	1462,	when	he	received	a	pardon	for	his	felonies	
and	for	being	found	in	the	realm	from	the	king,	recorded	on	the	patent	roll	and	
presented	at	King's	Bench	Trinity	1463.

TNA,	KB	9/297,	mm.	2-3,	67;	
KB	29/92,	m.	11;	CPR	1461-
67,	214;	McSheffrey,	SS,	93

755

1290 Hall Walter Middlesex,	
Westminster

barber M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1525 A	"certificate"	of	"persons	within	St.	Martin's	sanctuary,"	dated	13	Feb.	1525,	lists	
Walter	Hall,	"late	of	the	kyngis	barbary,"	as	lodging	with	Thomas	Morehous	in	Bland's	
Alley.	A	later	court	case	from	1532	named	Walter	Hall,	barber,	of	Westminster	as	
defendant	in	a	trespass	case.

TNA,	SP	1/33,	fol.	148	(L&P,	
4/1:473);	TNA,	KB	27/1083,	
plea	m	59d

1125

519 Hall William Yorkshire,	
Kingston	upon	
Hull

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1493 1493-06-30 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Hall	sought	sanctuary	on	30	Jun.	1493	for	the	
death	of	Thomas	Harwed	of	Kingston,	glover.

SDSB,	158 460

72 Hall William Yorkshire,	
Egglestone	
Abbey

canon	of	
Egglestone	
Abbey

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1496 1496-04-11 Homicide Accessory Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	three	canons	of	Egglestone	Abbey	in	
Yorkshire	--	John	Wakefeld,	Thomas	Walkar,	and	William	Hall	--	along	with	one	of	the	
abbot's	servants,	Robert	Walkar,	sought	sanctuary	on	11	Apr.	1496	because	on	29	
Mar.	1496,	in	a	field	called	Lartington	Field	near	Startforth,	they	were	attacked	by	
Richard	Appelby	of	Cotherstone	and	his	retinue.	Robert	Walkar	struck	Appelby	on	the	
back	of	the	head	with	a	welsh	bill,	giving	him	a	wound	from	which	he	died	twelve	
days	later.	Robert	Walkar	sought	sanctuary	as	principal;	the	canons	as	accessories,	
because	they	were	present	with	him	and	they	fear	they	will	be	indicted	as	well.	In	
1503,	John	Wakefeld	was	elected	prior	of	Egglestone	Abbey,	thus	he	at	least	
presumably	was	not	prosecuted	or	was	pardoned.	http:--www.british-history.ac.uk-
report.aspx?compid=36276

SDSB,	27-28 64
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329 Hall William Yorkshire,	
York

tailor M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1503 1503-11-30 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Hall	sought	sanctuary	on	30	Nov.	1503	for	
the	homicide	of	Margaret	Hall,	his	wife.

SDSB,	118 277

215 Halle Roland Northumberla
nd,	Whickham	

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1515 1515-09-09 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Halle	sought	sanctuary	on	9	Sept.	1515	
because,	on	the	"feast	of	the	Lady	Mary"	[perhaps	her	nativity,	8	Sept.],	after	an	
assault	had	been	made	on	him,	he	struck	Thomas	Herysby	of	Whickham,	at	"Clace	
Yate"	within	the	town	of	Newcastle	upon	Tyne,	giving	him	a	mortal	wound	in	the	
stomach	from	which	he	died	the	same	day.

SDSB,	68-69 180

544 Halman Robert Yorkshire,	
Hutton	Rudby

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1480 1481-02-01 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Halman	sought	sanctuary	on	1	Feb.	1481	for	
the	death	of	Richard	Peirson	of	Middleton	in	Hutton	Rudby	parish,	husbandman,	
killed	by	him	on	7	Jan.	1481.

SDSB,	163 479

1540 Halpeny Robert Staffordshire,	
Lichfield

fletcher M Church-taking,	
Staffordshire,	
Lichfield,	
Greyfriars

Taking	church
Ambiguous

1496 1496-04-27 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	27	Apr.	1496	at	Alrewas,	Staffs.,	over	the	body	of	John	Hunt.	Jurors	
say	that	Edward	Pury,	Thomas	Harper,	John	Harper,	William	Harper,	Robert	Halpeny,	
John	Sharpcliff,	and	Robert	Pewterer	(servant	of	Nicholas	Cokkes	of	Lichfield,	
pewterer),	had	on	25	Apr.	1496	lain	in	wait	near	Hunt's	house	and	feloniously	
murdered	him.	After	the	felony	they	fled	to	the	Franciscan	friary	in	Lichfield.	It	is	
unclear	if	they	mean	to	take	church	prior	to	abjuration,	or	if	they	sought	permanent	
asylum	at	the	friary.	A	note	on	the	report	indicates	that	the	record	was	handed	up	to	
Westminster	in	Michaelmas	1496.	The	King's	Bench	controlment	roll	indicates	that	all	
the	men	were	outlawed	in	Michaelmas	term	1497,	so	it	appears	that	in	any	case	they	
escaped	prosecution.

TNA,	KB	9/410,	m.	90;	KB	
29/127,	m.	1

1352

429 Halyday John Yorkshire,	
Watton

carrier M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1495 1495-07-20 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Halyday	sought	sanctuary	on	20	Jul.	1495	for	
the	homicide	of	Agnes	Lathe,	killed	at	Watton.

SDSB,	139 374

984 Hamlyn;	
alias	Lowry

Thomas London;	and	
Redingham	
[Remenham?],	
Berkshire

yeoman;	
weaver

M Church-taking,	
Hertfordshire,	
Hertford	All	
Saints

Taking	church
Abjuration

Dover 1526 1526-03-03 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	3	Mar.	1526	Hamlyn	took	the	parish	church	of	All	
Saints	in	Hertford.	He	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	14	Jan.	1526	he	had	broken	
into	a	close	at	Gravesend,	and	moreover	that	on	24	Feb.	he	had	broken	into	John	
Ellys's	house	in	London	in	the	parish	of	St.	Bride.	He	abjured.	Note	that	John	Bagnal	
[ID	#981]	took	the	same	church	on	the	same	day;	perhaps	another	breakout	from	
Hertford	Castle?

TNA,	KB	9/502,	m.	119 882

1037 Hammon John Hampshire,	
Winchester

horsekeeper M Church-taking,	
Hampshire,	
Winchester	St.	
Swithin's	
Cathedral

Taking	church 1530 1530-05-29 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	30	May	1530	in	the	soke	of	Winchester	over	the	body	of	Thomas	
Wayte.	The	jurors	reported	that	Wayte	had	been	in	God's	peace	and	the	king's	when	
Hammon	assaulted	him,	with	precogitated	malice,	and	murdered	him.	Immediately	
Hammon	fled	to	the	church	of	St.	Swithin	in	Winchester.

TNA,	KB	9/514,	m.	120 930

863 Hampton Richard London	 dyer M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1492 1492-07-20 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	21	Jul.	1492	in	the	parish	of	Holy	Trinity,	Knightrider	Street,	over	
the	body	of	Robert	Scoley	of	London,	plumber.	The	jurors	found	that	on	20	Jul.	1492	
Scoley	was	peacefully	in	Holy	Trinity	parish	when	Hampton	attacked	him,	stabbing	
him	with	a	knife,	from	which	wound	Scoley	died	instantly.	Immediately	after,	
Hampton	fled	to	St.	Martin	le	Grand.	The	jurors	also	say	that	a	certain	Alice	Goodwyn	
of	London,	knitster,	had	abetted	Hampton	in	the	felony,	and	she	was	taken	after	the	
killing	and	put	into	the	sheriffs'	custody.	A	note	on	the	report	indicates	that	Hampton	
was	also	in	custody	in	the	Marshalsea	and	a	writ	dated	24	Nov.	1492	called	the	record	
up	to	King's	Bench.

TNA,	KB	9/395,	mm.	20-21 773

399 Hamys John Gloucestershir
e,	Thornbury

tailor M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1513 1513-05-16 Felony Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Hamys	sought	sanctuary	on	16	May	1513	for	
felony.

SDSB,	132-33 344
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1219 Hancokis William Derbyshire,	
Ashbourne

shoemaker M Westminster	
Abbey	
(abjuration	from	
Warwickshire,	
Coventry,	St.	
Mary's	
Cathedral	Priory)

Taking	church
Abjuration	to	
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1535 1535-05-29 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	29	May	1535	Hancokis	took	sanctuary	in	the	church	
of	the	monastery	of	St.	Mary	in	Coventry.	He	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	at	
Pocklington	in	Yorkshire	he	had	stolen	a	horse.	He	sought	to	abjure	to	the	sanctuary	
of	St.	Peter	at	Westminster	and	this	was	granted	to	him.

TNA,	KB	9/533,	m.	140;	KB	
29/168,	m.	26

1070

791 Hannam Gregory M Church-taking,	
Middlesex,	
Westminster,	St.	
Mary	le	Strand

Taking	church 1407 1407-12-22 Asportation On	the	coroner's	roll	for	Middlesex,	a	memorandum	that	Hannam	took	church	at	St.	
Mary	le	Strand	on	22	Dec.	1407	because	in	early	Nov.	1406	he	and	other	felons	had	
broken	into	the	king's	cellar	at	Westminster	palace	and	stolen	four	coffers,	eleven	
pieces	of	silver,	and	a	good	deal	of	other	plate	(specified)	belonging	to	the	king.	
Further,	in	September	1407,	Hannam	broke	into	the	vicarage	of	the	vicar	of	Stepney	
and	stole	a	missal,	a	"portiforio,"	and	various	pieces	of	clothing	and	money,	worth	
altogether	17	marks.	Sought	immunity	of	church;	the	coroner	issued	order	to	
constables	and	townspeople	of	Westminster	to	guard	him	in	the	church.	No	record	of	
abjuration.

TNA,	KB	9/195/2,	m.	25 717

637 Hanserd Richard Yorkshire,	
Felyngham[?]

husbandman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1529 1529-10-18 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Hanserd	sought	sanctuary	on	18	Oct.	1529	
for	the	death	of	Henry	Crichty,	also	of	Felyngham[?],	Yorks.,	also	a	husbandman.

SDSB,	181 568

1391 Harbarde Philip M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 1533-05-29 Homicide In	the	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Thomas	Harbarde	(ID	#1392)	and	Philip	
Harbarde	(ID	#1391)	were	named	together	as	having	entered	for	murder,	about	three	
days	before	(~29	May	1533).

TNA,	SP	1/238,	fols.	72-73 1225

1392 Harbarde Thomas M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 1533-05-29 Homicide In	the	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Thomas	Harbarde	(ID	#1392)	and	Philip	
Harbarde	(ID	#1391)	were	named	together	as	having	entered	for	murder,	about	three	
days	before	(~29	May	1533).

TNA,	SP	1/238,	fols.	72-73 1226

1859 Hardewyn Andrew Huntingdonshi
re,	Orton	
Longueville

husbandman M SJJ:	
Botolphbridge,	
Huntingdonshire

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1510 1510-04-28 Homicide In	Michaelmas	1510,	Hardewyn	appeared	before	King's	Bench;	he	had	been	indicted	
in	Huntingdonshire	separately	for	two	murders,	both	committed	on	the	same	day,	28	
Apr.	1510:	he	killed	John	Wylond	alias	Smyth	and	Lionel	Wyllan,	both	at	Orton	
Longueville	by	hitting	them	on	the	head	with	a	staff.	When	he	appeared	before	gaol	
delivery	on	26	Jul.	1510,	the	justices	demurred	and	in	Michaelmas	1510	Hardewyn	
appeared	before	King's	Bench.	When	asked	how	he	pleaded,	he	pleaded	sanctuary,	
rehearsing	in	detail	the	history	of	a	house	and	messuage	at	Botolphbridge	[within	
Orton	Longueville	parish],	which	had	been	a	Templar	property	until	that	order	was	
dissolved	[in	the	fourteenth	century]	and	then	it	passed	to	the	Hospitallers.	He	had,	
he	said,	sought	sanctuary	there	on	28	Apr.	1510,	and	remained	there	until	6	May	
when	he	was	violently	seized	by	John	Bursey,	Henry	Hynton,	Henry	Heryng,	William	
Andrewe,	and	others.	He	thus	seeks	to	be	restored.	The	king's	attorney	John	Erneley	
replied	that	when	he	was	taken,	he	was	not	in	the	house	and	messuage	of	
Botolphbridge	but	at	large	and	thus	had	not	been	seized	from	sanctuary.	The	
question	was	put	to	a	jury	in	Easter	1511,	and	the	jurors	found	that	Hardewyn	had	in	
fact	taken	sanctuary	and	had	been	violently	seized,	as	he	alleged.	It	was	thus	ruled	
that	he	was	to	be	restored.	On	Botolphbridge	(spelled	"Botelbrigge"	on	the	record),	a	
property	pertaining	to	the	Hospitallers	--	but	with	no	church	building,	as	far	as	I	have	
found	--	see	VCH	Huntingdon,	3:190-98	(http://www.british-
history.ac.uk/vch/hunts/vol3/pp190-198).

TNA,	KB	27/997,	rex	m.	9;	
McSheffrey,	SS,	97

1626

543 Hardygrave William M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1490 1490-04-21 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Hardygrave	sought	sanctuary	on	21	Apr.	
[1490]	for	the	death	of	Geoffrey	Drive,	whom	he	feloniously	killed	on	17	Apr.	1490.

SDSB,	162-63 478
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1632 Hardyng John	the	
younger

M Church-taking,	
Gloucestershire,	
Wick

Taking	church
Abjuration

Bristol 1413 1413-03-22 Homicide Patent	roll	records	pardon	to	Hardyng,	who	had	been	indicted	for	killing	Richard	
Billyng	of	Burton	in	Gloucestershire	and	then	taking	church	at	Wick,	where	he	abjured	
before	the	Gloucestershire	coroner	22	Mar.	1413.	Pardoned	16	May	1416.

CPR	1416-22,	13 1413

1143 Hardyng Richard London	 labourer M Church-taking,	
London,	St.	
Dunstan	in	the	
West

Taking	church
Abjuration

Southampt
on

1520 1520-05-23 Homicide Also	robbery Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	23	May	1520	Richard	Hardyng	took	the	church	of	St.	
Dunstan	in	the	West,	London,	and	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	in	May	1517	he	had	
assaulted	and	killed	an	unknown	man	at	Warkworth,	Northumberland;	and	that	on	7	
May	1520	at	Westminster	he	had	assaulted	another	unknown	man	with	swords	and	
knives	and	stolen	20s	from	him.	He	abjured	and	was	assigned	the	port	of	
Southampton.	On	7	June	1521	he	was	brought	before	the	justices	of	gaol	delivery	at	
Newgate,	London,	presumably	having	been	found	in	the	realm,	and	he	told	the	court	
that	in	the	meantime	he	had	been	tried	and	found	guilty	at	Norwich	of	felony	at	
Walsingham,	Norfolk,	where	he	had	pleaded	clergy	and	been	branded	and	delivered	
to	the	Ordinary.	The	justices	put	him	in	the	Marshalsea	prison	to	await	record	from	
Norwich,	and	it	was	not	until	three	years	later	in	Trinity	1524	that	the	Norwich	
justices	certified	that	there	was	no	record	of	that	conviction	and	clergy.	He	was	
returned	to	the	Marshalsea	while	the	judges	advised	themselves.	In	a	second	
appearance	at	King's	Bench	in	Michaelmas	1527,	the	Norwich	episode	was	omitted	
from	the	record	and	he	was	asked	to	answer	for	his	abjuration;	he	pleaded	clergy,	but	
was	found	not	to	read	as	a	clerk,	and	so	was	sentenced	to	hang.

TNA,	KB	27/1052,	rex	m	3d;	
TNA,	KB	27/1065,	rex	m.	3d

1004

585 Harford John London	 salter M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1516 1516-09-19 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Harford	sought	sanctuary	on	19	Sept.	1516	
for	debt.

SDSB,	171 518

1848 Harpam John Nottinghamshi
re,	Laxton

tailor M Church-taking,	
Nottinghamshire
,	Laxton	St.	
Michael

Taking	church
Abjuration

Boston 1523 1523-09-08 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	8	Sept.	1523	Harpam	took	the	parish	church	of	St.	
Michael	the	Archangel	in	Laxton,	Notts.	He	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	20	Sept.	
1522	with	force	and	arms	he	stole	a	white	horse	worth	2s	from	an	unknown	man	in	
the	field	of	Minskip,	Yorks.	He	abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/493,	m.	45	 1615

1538 Harper John Staffordshire,	
Lichfield

draper M Church-taking,	
Staffordshire,	
Lichfield,	
Greyfriars

Taking	church
Ambiguous

1496 1496-04-27 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	27	Apr.	1496	at	Alrewas,	Staffs.,	over	the	body	of	John	Hunt.	Jurors	
say	that	Edward	Pury,	Thomas	Harper,	John	Harper,	William	Harper,	Robert	Halpeny,	
John	Sharpcliff,	and	Robert	Pewterer	(servant	of	Nicholas	Cokkes	of	Lichfield,	
pewterer),	had	on	25	Apr.	1496	lain	in	wait	near	Hunt's	house	and	feloniously	
murdered	him.	After	the	felony	they	fled	to	the	Franciscan	friary	in	Lichfield.	It	is	
unclear	if	they	mean	to	take	church	prior	to	abjuration,	or	if	they	sought	permanent	
asylum	at	the	friary.	A	note	on	the	report	indicates	that	the	record	was	handed	up	to	
Westminster	in	Michaelmas	1496.	The	King's	Bench	controlment	roll	indicates	that	all	
the	men	were	outlawed	in	Michaelmas	term	1497,	so	it	appears	that	in	any	case	they	
escaped	prosecution.

TNA,	KB	9/410,	m.	90;	KB	
29/127,	m.	1

1352

1537 Harper Thomas Staffordshire,	
Lichfield

dyer M Church-taking,	
Staffordshire,	
Lichfield,	
Greyfriars

Taking	church
Ambiguous

1496 1496-04-27 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	27	Apr.	1496	at	Alrewas,	Staffs.,	over	the	body	of	John	Hunt.	Jurors	
say	that	Edward	Pury,	Thomas	Harper,	John	Harper,	William	Harper,	Robert	Halpeny,	
John	Sharpcliff,	and	Robert	Pewterer	(servant	of	Nicholas	Cokkes	of	Lichfield,	
pewterer),	had	on	25	Apr.	1496	lain	in	wait	near	Hunt's	house	and	feloniously	
murdered	him.	After	the	felony	they	fled	to	the	Franciscan	friary	in	Lichfield.	It	is	
unclear	if	they	mean	to	take	church	prior	to	abjuration,	or	if	they	sought	permanent	
asylum	at	the	friary.	A	note	on	the	report	indicates	that	the	record	was	handed	up	to	
Westminster	in	Michaelmas	1496.	The	King's	Bench	controlment	roll	indicates	that	all	
the	men	were	outlawed	in	Michaelmas	term	1497,	so	it	appears	that	in	any	case	they	
escaped	prosecution.

TNA,	KB	9/410,	m.	90;	KB	
29/127,	m.	1
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1027 Harper Thomas Hampshire,	
Woolton

yeoman M Church-taking,	
Nottinghamshire
,	Balderton

Taking	church
Abjuration

Newcastle	
upon	Tyne

1528 1528-10-13 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	at	Balderston,	Notts.,	on	13	Oct.	1528	Robert	Plumpton	
(ID	#1024),	John	Plumpton	(ID	#1025),	Aldelmus	Williamson	(ID	#1026),	and	Thomas	
Harper	(ID	#1027),	all	took	the	church	of	St.	Giles	in	Balderton.	They	confessed	to	the	
coroner	that	on	10	Oct.	1528	they	had	broken	into	a	close	at	Stukeley,	Hunts.,	and	
stolen	a	horse.	They	abjured	(each	assigned	a	different	port).

TNA,	KB	9/509,	m.	159;	KB	
29/161,	m.	1

920

1539 Harper William Staffordshire,	
Lichfield

pewterer M Church-taking,	
Staffordshire,	
Lichfield,	
Greyfriars

Taking	church
Ambiguous

1496 1496-04-27 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	27	Apr.	1496	at	Alrewas,	Staffs.,	over	the	body	of	John	Hunt.	Jurors	
say	that	Edward	Pury,	Thomas	Harper,	John	Harper,	William	Harper,	Robert	Halpeny,	
John	Sharpcliff,	and	Robert	Pewterer	(servant	of	Nicholas	Cokkes	of	Lichfield,	
pewterer),	had	on	25	Apr.	1496	lain	in	wait	near	Hunt's	house	and	feloniously	
murdered	him.	After	the	felony	they	fled	to	the	Franciscan	friary	in	Lichfield.	It	is	
unclear	if	they	mean	to	take	church	prior	to	abjuration,	or	if	they	sought	permanent	
asylum	at	the	friary.	A	note	on	the	report	indicates	that	the	record	was	handed	up	to	
Westminster	in	Michaelmas	1496.	The	King's	Bench	controlment	roll	indicates	that	all	
the	men	were	outlawed	in	Michaelmas	term	1497,	so	it	appears	that	in	any	case	they	
escaped	prosecution.

TNA,	KB	9/410,	m.	90;	KB	
29/127,	m.	1

1352

1588 Harry John Oxfordshire,	
Oxford	[?]

tailor M SJJ:	Oxford,	
Broadgates	Hall

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1463 1463-08-25 Trespass Also	security The	Acts	of	the	chancellor's	court	at	Oxford	University	record	that	Harry	had	fled	to	
Broadgates	Hall,	which	claimed	immunities	as	a	Hospitaller	property,	following	an	
assault	in	1463;	the	University	proctor	at	first	did	not	know	about	this	privilege,	but	
afterwards	fully	recognized	it,	and	indicated	he	was	particularly	desirous	to	keep	
those	liberties	unsullied.

Henry	Anstey,	ed.,	
Munimenta	Academica,	or,	
Documents	Illustrative	of	
Academical	Life,	2	vols.,	Rolls	
Series	50	(London:	
Longmans,	Green,	Reader,	
and	Dyer,	1868),	2:702-4;	
Cox,	Sanctuaries,	46-47

1376

735 Harryngton Martin Lincolnshire,	
Partney

surgeon M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 1532-11-20 Homicide Also	felony	
and	debt

Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Harryngton	sought	sanctuary	at	Beverley	on	
20	Nov.	1532	for	debt,	felony,	and	murder.

SDSB,	202 664

812 Harrys Thomas Warwickshire,	
Coventry

gentleman M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1428 1428-10-16 Asportation Middlesex	jurors	presented	that	Harrys,	with	other	unknown	people,	on	16	Oct.	1428	
in	the	parish	of	St.	Martin	in	the	Fields,	Westminster,	stole	many	goods	(itemized),	
worth	£400,	from	the	residence	of	Thomas,	bishop	of	Durham;	and	£63	of	goods	and	
money	from	Richard	Clayton.	Immediately	following,	he	fled	to	the	sanctuary	at	
Westminster.	A	note	on	the	indictment	indicates	that	he	was	in	custody	at	the	
Marshalsea.

TNA,	KB	9/224,	m.	122 738

1821 Harrys Thomas M Bristol,	St.	
Augustine's	
monastery

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1496 In	a	petition	submitted	to	Chancery,	John	Hewis,	Thomas	Harrys,	John	Dountehame,	
Nicholas	Mason	alias	Sporier,	Richard	Philippys,	Robert	Lokyar,	and	Dominic	Arthur	
complained	that	they	were	arrested	in	June	1496	within	the	sanctuary	precinct	of	St.	
Augustine's	monastery	by	Bristol	civic	officials	in	relation	to	a	trespass	suit	in	the	civic	
court;	it	is	unclear	if	they	had	taken	sanctuary	specifically	in	relation	to	the	trespass	or	
for	some	other	reason.

TNA,	C	1/207/59;	Great	
White	Book	of	Bristol,	43-67;	
Fleming,	"Conflict".
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1042 Harrys Thomas Gloucestershir
e,	Down	
Ampney

yeoman M Beaulieu	
(abjuration	from	
Essex,	
Southwold)	

Abjuration	to	
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1531 1531-02-24 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	24	Feb.	1531	Thomas	Horsey	[ID	#1041],	Thomas	
Harrys	[ID	#1042],	and	John	Anwick	[ID	#1043]	took	the	church	of	St.	Peter	the	
apostle	in	South	Weald,	Essex.	They	confessed	to	the	coroner	on	25	Feb.*	1531	that	
they	had	on	24	Feb.	1531	broken	into	the	close	of	William,	the	prior	of	the	new	
hospital	of	St.	Mary	without	Bishopsgate	at	Bicknacre,	Essex,	and	tied	up	Richard	
Cressall,	a	monk	there,	and	stole	20	marks	in	money,	4	silver	spoons,	and	some	plate.	
They	ask	to	abjure,	voluntarily	choosing	the	sanctuary	of	Beaulieu	in	Hants.	--	this	
despite	the	fact	that	the	statute	(22	Hen.	VIII,	c.	14)	governing	abjurers	going	to	
chartered	sanctuaries	had	not	yet	been	given	royal	assent	(which	only	happened	on	
31	Mar.	1531).	They	were	branded	as	per	the	1529	statute.	It	is	likely	that	when	all	
three	arrived	at	Beaulieu,	on	1	Mar.	1531,	they	were	refused	entry	by	the	abbot,	
although	there	is	only	evidence	on	this	point	for	Thomas	Harrys,	who	appeared	
before	King's	Bench	in	Hillary	1533.	The	abbot's	reasons	for	refusing	them	presumably	
-	although	it	is	not	certain	-	related	to	the	statute's	not	yet	being	in	force,	although	
that	would	not	seem	sufficient	reason	to	refuse	sanctuary	seekers.	When	Harrys	
appeared	before	King's	Bench	in	Hillary	1533,	he	explained	that	after	the	abbot	had	
refused	him	entry	to	Beaulieu	sanctuary,	he	then	(he	said)	tried	to	return	to	the	
church	in	South	Weald	to	discuss	this	with	the	coroner,	but	as	he	came	to	Winchester	
on	his	way	back	to	Essex,	he	met	up	with	a	certain	Thomas	Berton	and	others,	who	
arrested	him	and	imprisoned	him	in	the	king's	gaol	at	Winchester	for	a	long	time.	The	
justices	at	King's	Bench	returned	him	to	the	Marshalsea	prison	while	they	considered	
the	matter.	In	Trinity	1533,	it	was	indicated	that	he	died	in	prison	before	his	case	
could	be	decided.	[*The	records	actually	say	25	May,	but	the	subsequent	timeline	
indicates	this	is	simply	an	error	rather	than	a	3-month	wait	for	the	coroner	to	
appear.]

TNA,	KB	9/517,	m.	92;	KB	
27/1086,	rex	m.	4;	KB	
29/164,	34d;	KB	29/165,	
mm.	43,	45;	KB	29/166,	m.	
13d;	SP	1/65,	fol.	259	(L&P,	
5:117).

934

1217 Harryson Christoph
er

Bedfordshire,	
Cranfield

M Bewdley	
(abjuration	from	
Bedfordshire,	
Cranfield)

Taking	church
Abjuration	to	
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1534 1534-07-11 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	6	Jul.	1534	over	the	body	of	John,	a	labourer,	servant	of	Richard	
Robyns	at	Cranfield,	who	was	killed	by	Harryson;	a	note	in	a	different	hand	at	the	
bottom	indicates	that	Harryson	abjured.	Coroner's	memorandum	(same	coroner,	
Robert	Stokeley)	that	on	11	Jul.	1534	Harryson	took	the	parish	church	of	Cranfield,	
Beds.,	and	confessed	the	above	homicide.	He	abjured,	was	branded,	and	was	
assigned	Bewdley	in	Shropshire.	The	King's	Bench	controlment	roll	indicates	that	he	
was	outlawed	in	Hillary	term	1536.

TNA,	KB	9/531,	mm.	93-94;	
KB	29/168,	m.	3

1068

1287 Hart Henry servant M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1519 In	a	"Search	for	suspected	persons"	in	various	places	around	London	undertaken	for	
the	crown	in	1519,	a	list	for	the	sanctuary	in	Westminster	includes	several	specifically	
identified	as	sanctuary	men	(perhaps	they	all	were,	but	only	these	included	here).	
Henry	Hart	is	indicated	as	"in	service	with	Master	Knevett,	and	that	William	Knevet	
and	George	Audelegh	payeth	for	his	bord."

TNA,	SP	1/18,	fol.	254;	
McSheffrey,	SS,	181

1123

955 Hartfyld	
alias	
Hartwyll

Brian Devon,	Ottery	
St.	Mary

gentleman M Greyfriars,	
Exeter

Ambiguous 1523 1523-04-10 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	10	Apr.	1523	at	Exeter,	Devon,	over	the	body	of	John	Thomas,	
fisher,	alias	John	Yane.	The	jurors	reported	that	Hartfyld,	on	9	Apr.	1523	around	6	pm,	
attacked	Thomas,	stabbing	him	and	killing	him.	Afterwards	Harftylf	fled	to	the	
sanctuary	of	the	Greyfriars	church	outside	the	south	gate	of	Exeter.

TNA,	KB	9/491,	m.	3-4	 853
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1441 Harvey Hugh London	 servant M Westminster	
Abbey	
dependency:	
Knowle,	
Warwickshire

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1537 1537-11-17 Asportation At	the	end	of	March	1538	the	king	gave	a	commission	to	Sir	Anthony	Fitzherbert,	
justice	of	the	court	of	Common	Pleas,	and	Reginald	Digby,	Warwickshire	gentleman,	
both	JPs	for	Warwickshire,	to	determine	what	had	happened	to	money	stolen	the	
previous	Nov.	from	Dr.	Richard	Croke,	chaplain	to	the	king.	The	commission	indicated	
that	Hugh	Harvey,	servant	of	the	innkeeper	at	the	Goat	Inn	on	the	Strand,	near	
Westminster,	had	robbed	Dr.	Croke's	servant	of	some	£8,	and	that	he	had	also	robbed	
his	employer,	the	Goat	landlord.	He	had	then	escaped	from	Middlesex	to	the	
sanctuary	at	Knowle	(a	manor	of	Westminster	abbey).	Harvey,	according	to	the	
testimony	to	the	commissioners,	had	arrived	there	in	November	1537	but	did	not	
immediately	claim	sanctuary,	taking	the	privilege	only	after	men	acting	for	Dr.	Croke	
tried	to	place	him	under	arrest.	Those	acting	for	Dr.	Croke	claimed	he	was	ineligible	
for	the	privilege	of	sanctuary	as	he	was	indicted	for	having	stolen	from	his	master,	a	
crime	which	had	recently	been	defined	by	the	1536	statute	27	Hen.	VIII,	c.	17	as	
ineligible	for	sanctuary.	Harvey	admitted	the	robbery	of	Dr.	Croke's	servant	but	
denied	stealing	from	his	own	employer.	After	a	good	deal	of	discussion,	Dr.	Croke's	
friends	departed	and	Harvey	became	a	sanctuary	man.	He	stayed	in	Knowle	for	about	
two	weeks	and	then	left,	and	was	not	heard	from	again.	The	evidence	gathered	for	
the	commission	reveals	a	good	deal	about	the	workings	of	this	small	sanctuary	in	the	
later	1530s	(see	McSheffrey,	SS ,	ch.	6,	for	a	detailed	discussion	of	this	case).

TNA,	SP	1/130,	fols.	154r-
189v	(L&P,	13/1:228);	
McSheffrey,	SS,	140-64

1276

493 Harvy Thomas ?[Doresham] shoemaker M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1486 1486-03-29 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Harvy	sought	sanctuary	on	29	Mar.	1486	
because	he	killed	a	certain	Thomas	Flat	also	of	"Doresham,"	with	a	dagger	on	24	June	
1485.

SDSB,	153 435

1232 Haselwood John M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1553 Debt In	a	Chancery	suit,	John	Monnes	or	Mundes	of	London,	ironmonger,	complained	that	
Hasilwood	had	cheated	him	and	his	partner	Henry	Rigby	over	a	£40	purchase	of	wine,	
1	Jun.	1553;	Hasilwood	had	then	fled	to	sanctuary	at	Westminster	and	hidden	himself	
there,	so	that	they	could	have	no	remedy.	Following	that,	Hasilwood	fled	to	parts	
unknown.

TNA,	C	1/1369/71-73 1082

911 Hastyngis Robert Middlesex,	
Westminster

yeoman M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1520 1520-10-30 Felony In	Hillary	term	1521,	Westminster	jurors	presented	at	King's	Bench	that	Wyx,	
Loksmyth,	Stone,	and	Hastyngis,	on	30	Oct.	1520	took	sanctuary	as	"the	king's	felons,"	
being	registered	there	for	those	felonies.	They	stayed	there	until	11	Nov.	1520,	when	
with	the	intention	of	committing	robbery	and	murder	they	left	the	sanctuary	and	on	
12	Nov.	at	night	they	broke	into	the	house	of	John	Bisshop,	chaplain,	at	Kingsbury,	
Midd.,	stealing	a	large	range	of	household	objects,	including	a	missal,	two	bows	and	
two	arrows,	and	a	good	deal	of	linen	and	plate,	worth	33	s	d,	along	with	50s	in	
money.	George	Pepper	of	Kingsbury,	chaplain	and	William	Wrenche	of	Kingsbury,	
yeoman	had	on	11	Nov.	at	Westminster	feloniously	procured	them	to	commit	the	
felony.	Thomas	Wrexham	of	Westminster,	yeoman,	and	William	Broun	of	
Westminster,	smith,	received	them	afterwards,	knowing	that	they	had	committed	the	
felony.	(Wrexham,	ID	#912,	appeared	at	King's	Bench	and	pleaded	sanctuary,	and	was	
restored;	no	record	found	for	fate	of	Wyx,	Loksmyth,	Stone,	and	Hastyngis,	although	
as	Wrexham	was	dragged	from	the	sanctuary	to	face	this	charge	it	does	not	seem	
likely	they	returned	to	Westminster.)

TNA,	KB	9/483	mm.	16-18;	
KB	27/1040,	rex	m.	15

816
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973 Haton Richard Yorkshire,	
Hayton

gentleman M Church-taking,	
Hertfordshire,	
Hertford	St.	
Mary

Taking	church
Abjuration

Southampt
on

1525 1525-11-26 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	26	Nov.	1525	Haton	took	the	church	of	St.	Mary	next	
to	Hertford	priory.	He	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	18	Oct.	1525	at	"Wevam	
Magna"	[Wivenhoe?],	Essex,	he	broke	into	the	parish	church	and	stole	a	silver	gilt	
chalice;	and	on	6	Jan.	1525	he	broke	into	the	close	of	an	unknown	man	at	Chalfont	St.	
Peter,	Bucks.,	and	stole	jewelry	and	money.	He	abjured.	Note	that	Haton	was	one	of	
seven	men	who	took	sanctuary	in	Hertford	parish	churches	on	the	same	day	(Haton	
was	the	only	seeker	at	St.	Mary,	the	others	having	taken	church	at	All	Saints),	each	of	
whom	had	been	involved	in	different	felonies	(with	the	exception	of	the	horse	theft	
to	which	both	Shawe	and	Skryvener	confessed),	suggesting	that	they	had	all	broken	
out	of	a	gaol	(Hertford	Castle?)	while	awaiting	trial.

TNA,	KB	9/501/1,	m.	92 871

38 Hawden Richard Durham,	
Wickham

husbandman M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1488 1488-08-23 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Hawden	sought	sanctuary	on	23	August	1488	
because	he,	together	with	three	of	his	brothers,	near	the	stream	called	Dryburn	in	
Allendale	within	the	franchise	of	Hexham,	around	18	years	ago	(c.	1470),	began	a	
quarrel	with	a	certain	John	Betson,	and	struck	John	in	the	head	and	the	leg	and	other	
places,	so	that	from	these	blows	they	killed	him	and	he	immediately	died.	Richard	
Hawden	was	the	brother	of	Edward	Hawden	or	Hayden	(ID	#46),	who	sought	
sanctuary	for	the	same	felony	in	1491.

SDSB,	14 33

46 Hawden	or	
Hayden

Edward Durham,	
Wickham

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1491 1491-02-20 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	on	20	Feb.	1491	Hawden	sought	sanctuary	
because,	near	a	field	called	Dryburn	in	Allendale,	he	and	two	of	his	brothers	
feloniously	struck	and	killed	John	Betson	with	their	swords,	giving	him	a	mortal	
wound	from	which	he	died.	Edward	Hawden	was	the	brother	of	Richard	Hawden	of	
Wickham	(ID	#46),	who	sought	sanctuary	for	the	same	felony	in	1488.	As	his	brother's	
confession	makes	clear,	this	had	occurred	about	1470.

SDSB,	17 41

646 Hawlay Edward Middlesex,	
Stepney	

butcher M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1529 1529-11-22 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Hawlay	sought	sanctuary	on	22	Nov.	1529	for	
debt.

SDSB,	183 577

26 Hawll Richard Yorkshire,	Low	
Worsall	

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1483 1483-07-08 Homicide Self-defence Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Hawll	sought	sanctuary	on	8	July	1483	
because	he	killed,	in	his	own	defence,	William	Kenrwth	of	Worsall,	with	a	Kendall	
club.

SDSB,	9 22

676 Hawmond William Yorkshire,	
Witherwick	in	
Holderness

husbandman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1526 1526-08-20 Felony Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Hawmond	sought	sanctuary	on	20	Aug.	1526	
for	felony.

SDSB,	189 607

163 Hayeley Roger Lancashire,	
Samlesbury

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1508 1508-02-11 Homicide Self-defence Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Hayeley	sought	sanctuary	on	11	Feb.	1507	or	
1508,	because	in	self-defence	he	killed	Roger	Sharphouse	on	29	Jan.	last,	near	
Samlesbury,	hitting	him	on	the	front	of	the	head	with	a	pikestaff,	from	which	wound	
he	died	four	days	later.

SDSB,	52 130

306 Hayton John Lincolnshire,	
Immingham

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1511 1511-02-16 Felony Also	debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Hayton*	sought	sanctuary	on	16	Feb.	1511	
for	felony	and	debt.	*Thornley	corrects	the	SDSB	rendering	of	the	surname	as	
Howton.

SDSB,	113;	Thornley,	
"Sanctuary	Registers	at	
Beverley,"	395

254

639 Hayton William Cumbria,	
Carlisle

fishmonger M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1524 1524-02-23 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Hayton	sought	sanctuary	on	23	Feb.	1524	for	
debt.

SDSB,	181 570

1838 Haywarden Richard M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1450 According	to	an	anonymous	chronicle	account	of	Jack	Cade's	Revolt,	1450,	a	certain	
Richard	Haywarden	was	beheaded	in	the	course	of	the	revolt	at	the	Tabard	inn	in	
Southwark,	having	"come	there	from	the	sanctuary	of	St.	Martin	le	Grand."

Ralph	Flenley,	ed.,	Six	Town	
Chronicles	of	England	
(Oxford:	Clarendon	Press,	
1911),	106.

1605
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1623 Hebbull Thomas Kent,	East	
Peckham

M Taking	church
Abjuration

1400 Felony Patent	roll	notes	Hebbull's	pardon	24	Apr.	1400	for	his	(unspecified)	felonies,	
robberies,	homicides,	and	murders	and	his	subsequent	abjuration.

CPR	1399-401,	273 1404

1322 Hede Joan F Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 Homicide In	the	1532	and	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	censuses,	Hede	(labeled	in	1533	as	"a	
caste	[condemned]	woman")	was	named	as	having	entered	"under	suspicion	of	
murdre."	Although	both	entries	indicate	that	she	was	suspected,	the	adjective	"caste"	
suggests	that	she	had	been	found	guilty.

TNA,	SP	1/70,	fol.	133;	SP	
1/238,	fols.	72-73

1156

19 Heg Gilbert Surrey,	
Lambeth

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1479 1479-11-04 Homicide Self-defence Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Heg	sought	sanctuary	on	4	Nov.	1479	because	
on	15	Oct.	1479	at	Lambeth	by	Thames,	he	feloniously	assaulted	a	certain	constable	
in	the	chest,	in	defence	of	his	body	(as	he	says),	with	a	dagger	called	a	wynyard,	from	
which	the	said	constable	within	5	days	died.

SDSB,	6-7 15

530 Heghfeld John gentleman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1478 1478-04-14 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	William	Salvan,	Heghfeld,	John	Salvan,	
Walker,	and	Hunt	were	all	received	at	Beverley	on	14	April	1478	for	the	death	of	
Henry	Hardewyk,	killed	by	them.

SDSB,	160 468

220 Hellard Christoph
er

Yorkshire,	
Ruston	Parva.

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1515 1515-10-05 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Hellard	sought	sanctuary	on	5	Oct.	1515	
because	on	23	Jun.	1515	he	struck	Nicholas	Daniell	with	an	arrow,	although	he	does	
not	know	in	what	part	of	the	body.	Daniell	died	from	the	wound.

SDSB,	70 185

250 Helme Robert Cheshire,	
Northwich	

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1517 1517-09-27 Homicide Also	debt Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Helme	sought	sanctuary	on	27	Sept.	1517	
because	on	14	Aug.	1517	at	Tranmere,	Cheshire,	he	struck	Griffin	Anvell	in	self-
defence	after	Anvell	had	assaulted	him,	giving	him	a	mortal	wound	in	the	stomach	
with	a	dagger.	Anvell	died	8	days	later.	He	also	has	debts	to	many	people.

SDSB,	77 208

353 Henisle John Yorkshire,	
Northallerton

tailor M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1509 1509-07-18 Debt Also	security Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Henisle	sought	sanctuary	on	18	Jul.	1509	for	
debt	and	other	things	touching	his	bodily	safety.

SDSB,	123 301

1104 Henley William Surrey,	
Bermondsey

smith M Church-taking,	
Surrey,	
Southwark,	St.	
Mary	Overey

Taking	church 1501 1501-10-25 Asportation King's	Bench	coram	rege	roll	records	that	in	early	November	1501	Henley	pleaded	
sanctuary	in	response	to	an	indictment	for	the	theft	on	3	Oct.	1501	of	large	quantities	
of	cloth,	valued	at	£30,	taken	from	Peter	Hall	of	the	parish	of	St.	Clement	Danes	in	
Middlesex.	He	claimed	that	on	25	Oct.	1501	he	had	taken	sanctuary	in	the	cemetery	
of	the	parish	church	of	St.	Mary	Magdalen	in	Southwark,	but	that	on	the	same	day	he	
was	violently	seized	from	there	by	servants	of	the	abbot	of	Bermondsey.	The	king's	
attorney	replied	that	he	had	in	fact	been	taken	when	he	was	at	large	outside	the	
churchyard.	The	sanctuary	plea	was	put	to	a	jury,	which	found	that	he	had	not	been	
in	sanctuary.	He	then	pleaded	not	guilty	to	the	indictment,	but	the	King's	Bench	
controlment	rolls	indicate	that	he	was	hanged	in	Michaelmas	term	1504.

TNA,	KB	27/961,	rex	m.	7;	KB	
27/963,	rex	m.	13;	KB	
29/132,	mm.	3d,	4,	10d,	28

977

1203 Henour Thomas Herefordshire,	
Leominster

shoemaker M Bewdley	
(abjuration	from	
Herefordshire,	
Leominster	St.	
Peter)

Taking	church
Abjuration	to	
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 1533-04-21 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	21	Apr.	1533	Henour	entered	the	church	of	St.	Peter	
the	Apostle	at	Leominster,	confessing	on	22	Apr.	that	he	feloniously	slew	Emelyne,	
late	the	wife	of	Hugh	Cosyn;	he	told	the	coroner	that	21	Apr.	he	had	been	in	his	own	
house	beating	his	own	wife,	and	accidentally	struck	Emelyne.	She	died	the	following	
day	[?22	Apr.,	the	day	after	he	sought	sanctuary?],	and	he	does	not	want	to	say	or	
confess	anything	else.	He	abjured,	choosing	"the	privilege	of	the	sanctuary	of	
Beaudeley,"	presumably	Bewdley,	Shropshire,	although	possibly	Beaulieu.

TNA,	KB	9/525,	m.	42;	KB	
29/166,	m.	26

1058

1770 Henrikson Piers	
Mayn

Netherlands M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1435 Escape	from	
custody

In	a	petition	to	the	king's	council,	Alard	Funk,	tailor,	complained	that	he	had	been	
unjustly	accused	of	helping	Henrikson	escape	from	custody	as	he	was	being	brought	
to	court	at	Westminster.	Henrikson,	he	said,	"went	out	of	the	Chancery	into	the	
sanctuary	of	Westminster."	No	record	of	what	happened	to	Henrikson	after	that.

TNA,	SC	8/85/4218 1545

308 Henrison Thomas Yorkshire,	
Skipsea

husbandman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1504 1504-10-02 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Henrison	sought	sanctuary	on	2	Oct.	1504	for	
debt.

SDSB,	114 256

389 Henry Edmund Suffolk,	
Stradbroke

tailor M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1514 1514-02-13 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Robert	and	Edmund	Henry	sought	sanctuary	
on	13	Feb.	1514	for	the	homicide	of	Thomas	Gudewyn,	also	of	Stradbroke.

SDSB,	131 335
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388 Henry Robert Suffolk,	
Stradbroke

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1514 1514-02-13 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Robert	and	Edmund	Henry	sought	sanctuary	
on	13	Feb.	1514	for	the	homicide	of	Thomas	Gudewyn,	also	of	Stradbroke.

SDSB,	131 335

50 Henryson Robert Northumberla
nd,	Berwick

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1491 1491-09-04 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Henryson	sought	sanctuary	on	4	Sept.	1491	
because	on	16	Aug.	1485	in	the	town	of	Berwick	he	had	struck	John	Waller	alias	
Johnson	with	a	knife,	killing	him.	

SDSB,	19 45

1028 Heppe	or	
Hoppe

Randolph Essex,	
Wytham

weaver M Church-taking,	
Essex,	Braintree

Taking	church
Abjuration

Harwich 1529 1529-09-16 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	16	Sept.	1529	Heppe	took	the	church	of	St.	Michael	
the	Archangel	in	Braintree,	Essex.	He	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	5	Aug.	1528	on	
the	king's	road	between	Leeds	and	Sutton	in	Kent	he	had	assaulted	a	certain	John	
Foxe,	labourer,	and	killed	him.	He	abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/512,	m.	24;	KB	
29/162,	m.	2d

921

703 Hereson Guy Durham,	
Stanhope

labourer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1527 1527-03-27 Felony Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Hereson	sought	sanctuary	on	27	Mar.	1527	
for	felony.

SDSB,	195 634

265 Heron Anthony Northumberla
nd,	
Warkworth

gentleman M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1519 1519-03-22 Homicide Accessory Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Anthony	Heron	and	Robert	Gray	sought	
sanctuary	on	22	Mar.	1519	because	they	had	been	present	at	Bilton	Moor,	in	the	
parish	of	"Lesbery,"	on	5	Mar.	1519	when	George	Mayll	of	Warkworth	(ID	#267)	
struck	Alan	Elder	with	a	sword	because	Elder	had	assaulted	him.	He	gave	him	a	
wound	from	which	he	died	23	days	later	[although	apparently	they	sought	sanctuary	
before	the	death	actually	occurred].	A	later	bill	of	information	from	1521	sent	to	
Wolsey	on	Northumbrian	murderers	indicates	that	"Anthony	Heron,	second-begotten	
son	to	John	Heron,	of	Chipches,	with	others,"	lay	in	wait	and	murdered	Alan	Elder,	of	
Warkworth,	for	which	he	is	"indicted,	and	the	pele	[appeal]	entered."	He	was	"in	
sanctuary	within	the	bishopric	of	Durham."	As	Elder	was	afraid	of	John	Heron	and	his	
sons,	the	earl	of	Northumberland	had	bound	John	Heron	to	keep	the	peace.	After	the	
murder	the	earl	discharged	Heron	from	his	service.

SDSB,	81;	TNA,	SP	1/23,	fol.	
229	(L&P,	3/2:822)

218

238 Heron John Northumberla
nd,	
Warkworth

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1517 1517-05-24 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	John	Heron	and	Clement	Ledyll	sought	
sanctuary	on	24	May	1517	because,	after	Robert	Wylson,	Henry	Wylson,	Robert	
Smyth,	and	Edward	Arnald	assaulted	them	on	22	May	1517	at	Warkworth,	near	the	
castle	there,	Heron	struck	Robert	Wylson	in	the	stomach	and	in	other	parts	of	his	
body	with	a	dagger,	killing	him.	Heron	seeks	sanctuary	for	homicide,	and	Ledyll	as	
accessory.	A	"bill	of	information"	in	the	State	Papers	-	a	report	to	Wolsey	-	in	1521	
named	John	Heron	in	relation	to	another	homicide:	Alan	Elder	of	Warkworth	had	
been	afraid	of	John	Heron	and	his	sons,	and	thus	the	earl	of	Northumberland	had	
bound	Heron	over	to	keep	the	peace;	but	subsequently	Anthony	Heron,	John	Heron's	
second	son,	murdered	him,	and	was	indicted,	but	had	himself	fled	to	sanctuary.	John	
Heron	was	discharged	from	the	earl's	service.	This	suggests	that	Heron	(and	
presumably	Ledyll)	did	not	stay	long	in	sanctuary	for	the	1517	homicide.

SDSB,	75;	TNA,	SP	1/23,	fol.	
229	(L&P,	3/2:822)

200

681 Heron John Kent,	
Canterbury

butcher M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1529 1529-04-05 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Heron	sought	sanctuary	on	5	Apr.	1529	for	
debt.

SDSB,	190 612

501 Herreson Robert Huntingdonshi
re,	
Savemed[?]

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1490 1490-07-21 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Herreson	sought	sanctuary	on	21	July	1490	
for	the	homicide	of	Thomas	Dicson,	wright,	also	of	"Savemed"	in	Huntingdonshire,	on	
28	Nov.	1489.

SDSB,	154 443

648 Herryngton Thomas Northumberla
nd,	Newcastle	
upon	Tyne

merchant M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1524 1524-07-25 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Herryngton	sought	sanctuary	on	25	Jul.	1524	
for	debt.

SDSB,	183 579
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1469 Hertangyr Richard London	 M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1435 Debt In	a	Chancery	bill	and	subsequent	records	copied	in	the	St.	Martin's	Register,	Thomas	
Bourchier,	dean	of	St.	Martin	le	Grand,	complained	that,	in	February	1435,	the	
sheriffs	of	London	sent	in	one	of	their	servants	to	arrest	Hertangyr,	a	debtor	being	
sued	by	several	plaintiffs	in	the	London	courts	who	had	taken	sanctuary	at	St.	Martin	
le	Grand.	Bourchier's	petition	succeeded	in	bringing	the	case	into	Chancery,	and	
according	to	the	St.	Martin's	Register,	after	one	of	Hertangyr's	creditors	later	
admitted	in	Chancery	that	the	arrest	had	taken	place	“within	the	liberty	and	franchise	
of	the	royal	chapel	of	St.	Martin,”	on	28	October	1435	the	Chancellor	ordered	
Hertanger	to	be	restored	to	the	sanctuary.	Not	surprisingly,	the	case	featured	
prominently	as	a	precedent	in	St.	Martin's	later	quarrels	with	the	City.

TNA,	C	1/12/199;	WAM,	
Book	5,	fols.	39r-40r;	
McSheffrey,	SS,	64

1298

494 Heryson John Yorkshire,	
Middleton	on	
the	Wolds

husbandman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1486 1486-04-06 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Heryson	sought	sanctuary	on	6	Apr.	1486	and	
acknowledged	the	homicide	of	Thomas	Metcalfe	of	Melmerby,	with	a	staff,	killed	on	
that	same	day	at	Melmerby.	(Melmerby,	Yorkshire,	is	about	55	miles	by	foot	from	
Beverley,	so	it	is	difficult	to	see	how	Heryson	could	have	arrived	at	the	sanctuary	that	
same	day,	unless	a	different	Melmerby	is	meant;	on	the	other	hand	Middleton,	
Herysons'	place	of	origin,	is	only	about	nine	miles	from	Beverley.)

SDSB,	153 436

374 Hessey John Yorkshire,	
Belby

husbandman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1511 1511-08-04 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Hessey	sought	sanctuary	on	4	Aug.	1511	for	
the	homicide	of	William	Smyth	of	"Didyngham."

SDSB,	128 322

1272 Heth John Middlesex,	
Westminster

yeoman M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1494 1494-02-04 Treason Five	men	—	Thomas	Bagnall,	John	Heth,	John	Skotte,	John	Kenyngton,	and	Alexander	
Synger	—	were	accused	before	an	oyer	and	terminer	session	22	Feb.	1495	of	using	
the	sanctuary	of	St.	Martin	le	Grand	as	a	base	from	which	to	write	and	disseminate	
treasonous	bills	in	support	of	Perkin	Warbeck	and	against	the	king.	Although	Synger's	
name	drops	from	the	record	(perhaps	dying	in	prison),	the	other	four	were	brought	
before	King’s	Bench.	Heth,	Skotte,	and	Kenyngton	pleaded	not	guilty,	but	were	found	
guilty	and	sentenced	to	a	traitor’s	death.	Bagnall,	on	the	other	hand,	pleaded	
sanctuary,	apparently	successfully.

TNA,	KB	9/78,	mm.	8-9,	19,	
20-21;	KB	27/931,	rex	m.	6;	
KB	15/42,	fols.	73r-75r;	
Great	Chronicle	of	London,	
250;	McSheffrey,	SS,	49

706

731 Hether Thomas Derbyshire,	
Derby

dyer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 1532-07-15 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Hether	sought	sanctuary	on	15	Jul.	1532	for	
debt.	(Thornley	corrects	the	name	from	Fletcher	to	Hether.)

SDSB,	200;	Thornley,	
"Sanctuary	Registers	at	
Beverley,"	396

660

461 Hewson John Cumbria,	
Ireton

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1499 1499-07-01 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Hewson	sought	sanctuary	on	1	Jul.	1499	for	
the	death	of	John	Robynson,	whom	he	had	killed	recently	at	Ireton	with	a	Carlisle	axe.

SDSB,	146 406

294 Hexham Thomas Yorkshire,	
Topcliffe

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1523 1523-07-23 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Hexham	sought	sanctuary	on	23	Jul.	1523	
because,	in	July	1517,	after	John	Smyth	had	assaulted	him	near	the	mill	at	Topcliff	in	a	
meadow	pertaining	to	John	Grene,	gentleman,	he	struck	Smyth	with	a	dagger	on	the	
left	shoulder.	Smyth	immediately	died.

SDSB,	89-90 243

1699 Heyborn	
alias	
Herberd

George London	 chaplain M Church-taking,	
London,	St.	
Bride	Fleet	
Street

Taking	church 1505 1505-06-04 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	report	in	the	parish	of	St.	Bride	Fleet	Street,	London,	on	5	Jun.	
1505,	over	the	body	of	Edward	ap	Evan	ap	Tidder	of	London,	yeoman.	Jurors	reported	
that	on	4	Jun.	between	10	and	11	pm	George	Heyborn	alias	Herberd	assaulted	and	
killed	him.	Afterwards,	Heyborn	fled	to	the	parish	church	of	St.	Bride,	taking	his	sword	
with	him.

TNA,	KB	9/1062,	mm.	17-18 1478

528 Heyden Tristram Nottinghamshi
re,	South	
Leverton[?]

draper M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1492 1492-01-17 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Heyden	sought	sanctuary	on	17	Jan.	1492	for	
debt.	Thornley	corrects	the	original	transcription	of	the	surname	as	Kogden	to	
Heyden.

SDSB,	159;	Thornley,	
"Sanctuary	Registers	at	
Beverley,"	396

467
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917 Heydon Richard Middlesex,	
Westminster

yeoman M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1516 1516-08-07 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	report	at	Westminster	in	the	abbot	of	Westminster's	liberty	on	7	
Aug.	1516,	over	the	body	of	Edward	Wright	alias	Messenger.	The	jurors	reported	that	
Richard	Draycotes,	gentleman,	and	Richard	Heydon,	William	Stanwyche,	Henry	Ellys,	
and	Alexander	Grome	(alias	Alexander	late	servant	of	William	Pykeryng,	gentleman),	
all	yeomen,	all	of	Westminster,	on	30	Jul.	1516	at	6pm	assaulted	Wright	at	
Westminster,	giving	him	a	wound	from	which	he	died	on	6	Aug.	Draycotes	and	
Heydon	were	the	principals	and	the	others	were	accessories.	The	jurors	also	say	that	
Thomas	Swalowe	of	Westminster	tried	to	capture	the	felons	and	chased	them,	and	as	
he	did	so	he	saw	John	Haynes	of	Westminster,	cutler,	one	of	the	constables	of	the	
town	of	Westminster,	and	in	the	name	of	the	king	he	ordered	him	to	catch	and	arrest	
the	felons	and	murderers,	but	Haynes	publicly	refused	to	do	this,	so	that	the	men	
were	able	to	escape	to	sanctuary	at	Westminster.

TNA,	KB	9/472	m.	78 821

1452 Heyron John M Beaulieu Chartered	
Sanctuary

1497 Civil	war According	to	the	Great	Chronicle	of	London,	Perkin	Warbeck	took	sanctuary	at	
Beaulieu	Abbey	along	with	nine	other	men,	including	one	named	as	John	Heyron,	
registering	themselves	as	sanctuary	men.	The	lord	chamberlain	sent	a	large	company	
of	men	to	ensure	that	he	would	not	be	able	to	escape.	Some	time	later,	Warbeck	was	
taken	--	the	chronicler	does	not	indicate	how,	whether	from	the	sanctuary	or	after	he	
left	it	--	and	brought	before	the	king	at	Taunton,	where	Henry	pardoned	and	forgave	
him.

Great	Chronicle	of	London,	
282

1088

1207 Heyte Walter Norfolk,	Great	
Yarmouth

waterman M Colchester,	St.	
John's	
(abjuration	from	
Cambridgeshire,	
Barrington)

Taking	church
Abjuration	to	
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1534 1534-02-09 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	9	Feb.	1534	John	Goodman	(ID	#1206)	and	Walter	
Heyte	(ID	#1207)	took	the	parish	church	of	Barrington,	Cambs.	They	confessed	to	the	
coroner	that	on	7	Feb.	at	Barrington	they	had	stolen	a	horse.	They	abjured,	were	
branded,	and	Goodman	chose	Beverley,	and	Heyte	the	monastery	of	St.	John	at	
Colchester.

TNA,	KB	9/527,	m.	148;	KB	
29/167,	m.	1d

1484

850 Heyton Thomas Shropshire,	
Hopton

yeoman M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1486 1486-03-12 Homicide Both	a	coroner's	inquest	report	(dated	12	Mar.	1486)	and	a	Middlesex	indictment	
named	Roger	Pole,	John	Denys,	John	Terry,	and	Thomas	Heyton,	all	of	Hopton,	
Shropshire,	for	the	murder	of	Owen	ap	Reynold	alias	Owen	Glyndouere	at	
Westminster	on	12	Mar.	1486.	Richard	Corbet	of	Hopton,	knight,	was	indicted	for	
procuring	the	murder	on	that	same	day.	The	coroner's	inquest	report	indicates	that	
the	four	principals	fled	to	the	sanctuary	of	Westminster	immediately	following	the	
murder.	The	inquest	report	indicates	that	Roger	Pole,	John	Terry,	and	Richard	Corbet	
were	in	the	Marshalsea	by	Michaelmas	1487.	The	King's	Bench	records	for	that	term	
indicate	that	John	Terry,	as	of	3	Apr.	1487,	had	been	in	the	king's	prison	at	Chester	
and	he	appeared	before	King's	Bench	in	October	and	November	1487.	He	
acknowledged	his	guilt	on	the	indictment,	but	called	for	the	coroner	to	turn	approver	
(to	give	evidence	about	his	co-accused	to	mitigate	his	sentence).	The	king's	attorney	
said	that	the	king	had	told	him	orally	to	refuse	any	offer	by	Terry	to	turn	approver	on	
the	charges,	and	thus	Terry	was	to	be	hanged.	Richard	Corbet	on	the	other	hand	in	
the	same	term	presented	letters	from	the	king	warranting	that	the	charges	against	
him	were	false	and	he	went	sine	die.	(I	have	not	located	further	records	on	Roger	
Pole,	John	Denys,	or	Thomas	Heyton.)

TNA,	KB	9/370,	m.	55;	KB	
9/375,	mm.	45-46;	KB	
27/905,	rex	mm.	3,	11;	KB	
27/907,	rex	m.	14	

762

1007 Heywode Ralph Northamptons
hire,	
Oundle[?]

sherman M Church-taking,	
Cambridgeshire,	
Cambridge	St.	
Andrew	the	
Great

Taking	church
Abjuration

Ipswich 1528 1528-01-19 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	19	Jan.	1528	Heywode	took	the	church	of	St.	Andrew	
without	Barnwell	Gates,	within	the	liberty	of	the	city	of	Cambridge.	He	confessed	that	
he	had	broken	into	the	house	of	Nicholas	Grene	of	Soham,	Cambs.,	and	stolen	some	
cloth.	He	abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/507,	m.	7 906
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55 Hildreth	or	
Hyldreyth

John Yorkshire,	
Hallikeld	

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1492 1492-11-11 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Hildreth	sought	sanctuary	on	11	Nov.	1492	
because	on	31	Oct.	1492	he	had	struck	William	Hoberman	on	the	head	with	a	club,	
killing	him,	in	a	wood	called	Clakwodde.	He	"instanter,	instancius,	et	instantissime"	
sought	sanctuary.

SDSB,	22 50

316 Hodschon Brian Cumbria,	
Killington

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1504 1504-06-17 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Hodschon	sought	sanctuary	on	17	Jun.	1504	
for	debt.

SDSB,	115 264

174 Hoge William Yorkshire,	
Wilton

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1509 1509-08-04 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Hoge	sought	sanctuary	on	4	Aug.	1509	
because	on	31	Jul.	1509,	in	a	certain	horse	enclosure	called	Langlands	near	Wilton,	
Yorks.,	he	was	attacked	by	John	Bolton	and	struck	back	with	a	sword,	giving	him	a	
mortal	wound	on	the	head	from	which	he	died	the	following	day.

SDSB,	55 141

278 Hogeson John Northumberla
nd,	Rock

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1519 1519-08-03 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	John	Hogeson,	John	Man,	and	Robert	Hoton	
sought	sanctuary	on	3	Aug.	1519	because	around	21	March	1519,	between	Embleton	
and	Newton[-by-the-Sea],	they	killed	Edward	Weytman	with	two	spears.	A	1521	bill	of	
information	sent	to	Wolsey	on	Northumbrian	murderers	reported	that	Robert	Huton,	
[blank]	Thew,	and	others	were	indicted	for	the	murder	of	Edward	Wetewang,	for	
which	an	appeal	had	been	entered,	and	that	they	were	in	sanctuary	in	Durham.

SDSB,	84-85;	TNA,	SP	1/23,	
fol.	229	(L&P,	3/2:822)

229

1725 Hogeson Thomas Staffordshire,	
Newcastle	
under	Lyme

mercer M Church-taking,	
Oxfordshire,	
Cropredy

Taking	church
Abjuration

Southampt
on

1517 1517-09-19 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	at	Cropredy,	Oxon.,	on	19	Sept.	1517,	Richard	Constable	
alias	Walker;	William	Bryggys;	Thomas	Hogeson;	and	Thomas	Abromell	fled	to	the	
parish	church	at	Cropredy.	They	confessed	that	the	previous	day	they	had	together	
broken	into	the	close	and	house	of	Thomas	Debeson	of	Stanford,	Oxon.,	and	
assaulted	him,	stealing	46s	8d	in	money.	They	all	abjured,	all	being	assigned	the	same	
port.	Hogeson	is	listed	as	"de	novo	Castello	subtus	Lynd	in	comitatu	Lincoln,"	here	
assumed	to	be	Newcastle-under-Lyme,	Staffs.

TNA,	KB	9/967,	m.	35 1506

1 Hogeson William Yorkshire,	
Fulford

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1464 1464-07-22 Homicide Unintentiona
l	killing

Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	on	18	June	1464,	against	his	will,	Hogeson	hit	
and	mortally	wounded	John	Staynton	of	the	same	town,	and	Staynton	died.	So	
William,	acknowledging	his	guilt,	on	22	July	1464,	in	the	cathedral	church,	before	the	
witnesses	specified	below,	sought	the	immunity	and	liberty	of	St.	Cuthbert	and	his	
church.	Present	were	Henry	Preston,	constable	of	Durham,	Thomas	Foster	gentleman,	
Sir	John	Megre	chaplain,	Thomas	Folanseby	et	many	others.

SDSB,	1 1

193 Hogeson	
[alias	
Atkynson?]

Richard Yorkshire,	
Kirkby	
Malzeard

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1512 1512-07-15 Debt Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Richard	Hogeson	sought	sanctuary	on	15	Jul.	
1512	for	debt.	The	heading	for	the	entry	identifies	him	as	Richard	Atkynson;	unclear	if	
one	of	the	names	is	an	error	or	if	it's	an	alias.

SDSB,	61-62 159

733 Hoggeson Christoph
er

Yorkshire,	
Thorngumbald

labourer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 1532-04-16 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Hoggeson	sought	sanctuary	on	16	Apr.	
[1532?]	for	debt.

SDSB,	201 662

710 Hogonson Thomas Yorkshire,	
Skipton,	
Craven

labourer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1519 1519-12-24 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Hogonson	sought	sanctuary	on	24	Dec.	1519	
for	debt.

SDSB,	197 641

291 Hogsone George Middlesex,	
Isleworth

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1522 1522-09-10 Asportation Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Hogsone	(of	"Thistleworth"	-	?Isleworth),	
Middlesex,	sought	sanctuary	on	10	Sept.	1522	because	on	28	Jul.	1522	he	stole	£40	
from	Richard	Sutton,	also	of	Thistleworth.	Later	before	the	notary	public	in	the	
cathedral	church	he	admitted	to	stealing	(a	further?)	£20	from	Sutton	and	promised	
on	the	gospels	to	satisfy	Sutton	whenever	he	is	able	to.

SDSB,	88 240
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1081 Hoknell Richard Cheshire,	
Utkinton

yeoman M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1539 1539-04-12 Homicide Accessory Coroner’s	inquest	15	Apr.	1539	in	the	parish	of	St.	Giles	without	Cripplegate,	over	
Ralph	Holcrofte,	gentleman,	of	London.	The	jurors	reported	that	there	was	a	quarrel	
between	Sir	John	Done	of	Utkinton,	Cheshire	and	Thomas	Holcroft	of	London,	
esquire;	the	victim	was	Thomas	Holcroft's	servant.	The	jurors	said	that	Done	had	been	
in	St.	Paul’s	cathedral,	along	with	his	retainers	John	Lloyd,	Richard	Hoknell	and	
William	Ryder,	meeting	with	Leonard	Veale,	servant	of	Charles	Brandon,	the	duke	of	
Suffolk	(Veale	apparently	played	no	role	in	what	followed).	Holcroft	and	his	men	were	
also	in	the	cathedral,	and	as	Done	left,	he	and	his	retinue	confronted	Done	on	the	
steps	of	the	cathedral.	In	the	ensuing	affray,	Ralph	Holcroft	was	fatally	wounded	by	
William	Ryder.	The	coroner’s	inquest	jurors	indicated	that	Done	and	his	men	fled	to	
Westminster	for	sanctuary.	The	victim's	brother	Geoffrey	Holcroft	appealed	the	
murder	in	Hillary	1540,	and	his	suit	told	a	different	story:	that	Ralph	Holcroft	had	
been	peacefully	walking	through	Paul's	churchyard	when	he	was	suddenly	beset	by	
Done	and	the	others,	who	had	lain	in	wait	for	him	and	killed	him.	Precisely	what	
happened	following	this	quarrel	is	unclear.	In	July	1539	Sir	John	Done,	along	with	
Thomas	Holcroft,	was	named	as	JP	for	Cheshire,	suggesting	that	the	indictment	was	
not	proceeding.	Following	Geoffrey	Holcroft's	appeal	in	Hillary	1540,	Done,	Lloyd,	and	
Hoknell	were	bailed	(Ryder	may	have	been	at	large,	perhaps	still	in	sanctuary).	From	
Easter	to	Michaelmas	1540	Geoffrey	Holcroft's	appeal	proceeded,	although	when	the	
issue	was	to	be	put	to	a	jury	Holcroft	defaulted	on	the	suit,	at	which	point	the	king's	
attorney	indicated	that	the	king	accepted	all	the	accused's	(including	Ryder's)	not	
guilty	pleas,	and	they	were	free	to	go.	In	Nov.	1540,	the	records	of	the	king's	council	
recorded	an	arbitrated	settlement	between	Done	and	Holcroft	(with	no	indication	of	
the	nature	of	their	quarrel).	Both	Holcroft	and	Done	went	on	to	serve	as	MPs	and	
each	was	active	in	royal	service.	As	Done	was	the	son-in-law	of	Sir	Randall	
Mainwaring	of	Over	Peover,	patron	of	Randall	Mainwaring	of	Swanley,	it	is	likely	that	
the	quarrel	between	Done	and	Holcroft	related	to	the	apparent	assassination	earlier	
that	year	of	Richard	Cholmeley,	also	in	St.	Paul’s	churchyard,	by	members	of	
Mainwaring's	affinity	(see	seeker	IDs	#1073-1077),	who	likewise	fled	to	sanctuary.

TNA,	KB	9/545,	mm.	87-90;	
KB	29/161,	m.	1d;	KB	
27/1115,	plea	m.	21;	LMA,	
Rep.	10,	fol.	95r;	L&P,	
14/1:584-85;	15:348;	
Nicolas,	Proceedings	Privy	
Council,	7:87;	N.	M.	Fuidge,	
"Done,	Sir	John,"	HPO;	R.	
J.W.	Swales,	"Holcroft,	Sir	
Thomas,"	HPO.	

954

1214 Holand Edward Sussex,	
Chichester

tailor M Beaulieu	
(abjuration	from	
Sussex,	
Chichester	
Blackfriars)

Taking	church
Abjuration	to	
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 1533-09-07 Homicide Self-defence Coroner's	inquest	on	10	Sept.	1533	at	Chichester	over	the	body	of	William	Skinner	
alias	Hebbyns,	late	servant	of	William,	bishop	of	Chichester.	The	jurors	reported	that	
on	7	Sept.	1533	Skinner,	Edward	Holand,	and	others	were	in	God's	peace	and	the	
king's	at	an	inn	called	the	White	Horse,	drinking,	and	around	1	pm	Holand	left	the	inn	
and	went	towards	the	city's	green	[plateam ];	Skinner,	seeing	him,	followed	him,	took	
out	his	sword,	and	assaulted	Edward.	Thus	Edward,	forced	to	defend	himself,	fled	
until	he	could	flee	no	more	and	then	killed	Skinner.	Immediately	after	the	killing,	
Holand	fled	to	the	Blackfriars'	church	in	Chichester.	A	coroner's	memorandum	also	
dated	10	Sept.	1533	reported	that	Holand	had	taken	the	Blackfriars'	church	in	
Chichester,	confessing	that	on	5	Sept.	1533	[sic]	Holand	attacked	William	Skinner	in	
the	middle	of	the	night,	hitting	him	with	a	great	stone	on	the	head,	giving	him	a	
wound	from	which	he	died	on	7	Sept.	He	abjured,	choosing	[the	placename	filled	in	
by	another	hand]	"Bewdeley."	This	is	likely	-	by	geographical	proximity	-	Beaulieu	
Abbey	in	Hants	rather	than	Bewdley,	Shropshire.	The	differences	between	the	two	
different	reports	of	the	death	are	curious;	the	memorandum	of	abjuration	has	a	
number	of	elements	left	blank,	including	in	some	cases	the	dates.	Although	both	
these	coroners'	functions	were	said	to	have	been	fulfilled	on	the	same	day	in	
Chichester,	these	documents	were	filled	out	in	the	first	case	(the	inquest	over	the	
body)	by	Richard	Awdeley,	and	in	the	second	case	(the	memo	of	abjuration)	by	
William	Royse	and	John	Creseweller.	

TNA,	KB	9/528,	mm.	58-59;	
KB	9/529,	m.	117;	KB	
29/167,	m.	25

1065
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1701 Holand John Staffordshire,	
Stone

shoemaker M Church-taking,	
Middlesex,	
Hackney

Taking	church
Abjuration

Sandwich 1425 1425-03-02 Homicide Also	escape	
from	gaol,	
other	
felonies

Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	2	Mar.	1425	Holand	had	taken	church	at	Hackney	
and	sought	the	coroner.	He	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	he,	two	soldiers,	and	a	
corser	had	murdered	Richard	Lawnde,	a	London	draper,	at	Finsbury	on	1	Feb.	1424.	A	
year	or	so	later,	1	Mar.	1425,	they	had	broken	into	a	close	in	Stepney,	and	he	was	
arrested	at	Stepney	by	the	constable,	but	escaped	from	his	custody	and	then	the	
following	day	took	church	at	Stepney.	He	was,	however,	seized	from	the	Stepney	
church	by	parishioners	and	brought	to	the	custody	of	the	bailiff	of	the	bishop	of	
London,	from	whom	he	again	escaped,	this	time	fleeing	to	the	parish	church	at	
Hackney.	On	this	occasion,	on	9	March	1425,	he	abjured	the	realm.	He	was	caught	in	
realm	soon	after;	Freeman	indicates	was	hanged	(citing	KB29/58,	rot.	16).

TNA,	KB	9/1070,	mm.	51-52;	
Freeman,	"And	He	Abjured,"	
292-93	(citing	KB	29/58,	rot.	
16)

1480

465 Holande Robert Lincolnshire,	
Humberston[?
]

weaver M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1502 1502-06-11 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Holande,	of	"Eberstee,"	Lincs.,	took	
sanctuary	on	11	Jun.	1502,	confessing	that	he	had	killed	William	Lawghton,	also	of	
Eberstee.

SDSB,	147 410

895 Holford William Middlesex,	
Westminster

carpenter M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1512 1512-02-10 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	on	10	Feb.	1512	in	the	liberty	of	the	abbot	of	Westminster,	over	the	
body	of	Gerard	Foyst.	The	jurors	reported	that	at	10	pm	on	9	Feb.	1512,	Holford,	with	
premeditated	malice,	stabbed	him	in	the	chest	with	a	dagger,	killing	him	instantly.	
Etheldreda	Synglewoman,	alias	Etheldreda	Taylor,	of	Westminster,	Spinster,	and	John	
Dyconson	of	Westminster,	labourer,	were	present	and	indicted	as	accessories.	
Holford	fled	to	the	sanctuary	of	St.	Peter's	at	Westminster.	Dyconson	and	
Synglewoman	alias	Taylor	were	each	aquitted,	in	Trinity	1513	and	1515.

TNA,	KB	9/460	mm.	4,	13;	KB	
27/1008,	rex	m	1;	KB	
27/1016,	rex	m	18

804

1283 Holland Henry duke	of	
Exeter

M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1454 Civil	war According	to	Polydore	Vergil,	Henry	Holland,	duke	of	Exeter,	sought	sanctuary	at	
Westminster	Abbey	twice	during	the	civil	wars,	once	in	1454	(when	he	was	extracted	
by	the	duke	of	York),	and	again	following	the	battle	of	Barnet	in	1471.	Entered	twice	
as	sought	sanctuary	on	two	distinct	occasions.

Vergil,	English	History,	147,	
163;	Michael	M.	N.	
Stansfield,	“The	Hollands,	
Dukes	of	Exeter,	Earls	of	
Kent	and	Huntingdon,	1352-
1475”	(Ph.D.,	Oxford	
University,	1987),	242-43,	
250;	Michael	Hicks,	"Holland,	
Henry,"	ODNB;	McSheffrey,	
SS ,	45

1121

1283 Holland Henry duke	of	
Exeter

M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1471 Civil	war According	to	Polydore	Vergil,	Henry	Holland,	duke	of	Exeter,	sought	sanctuary	at	
Westminster	Abbey	twice	during	the	civil	wars,	once	in	1454	(when	he	was	extracted	
by	the	duke	of	York),	and	again	following	the	battle	of	Barnet	in	1471.	Entered	twice	
as	sought	sanctuary	on	two	distinct	occasions.

Vergil,	English	History,	147,	
163;	Michael	M.	N.	
Stansfield,	“The	Hollands,	
Dukes	of	Exeter,	Earls	of	
Kent	and	Huntingdon,	1352-
1475”	(Ph.D.,	Oxford	
University,	1987),	242-43,	
250;	Michael	Hicks,	"Holland,	
Henry,"	ODNB;	McSheffrey,	
SS,	45

1121

3 Holme Christoph
er

Northumberla
nd,	Newcastle	
upon	Tyne

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1477 1477-06-04 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	on	4	June	1477	Holme	sought	sanctuary	
because	he,	together	with	Henry	Stobbes	and	Humfrey	Ussher,	on	24	April	1477	at	
the	town	of	Newcastle	upon	Tyne,	met	William	Marlee,	whom	Holme	then	assaulted,	
hit,	and	gravely	wounded	with	a	certain	stick	called	a	walsshbill.	From	this	and	other	
wounds	inflicted	by	Holme	and	the	others	with	him,	Marlee	died.

SDSB,	2 3
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574 Holme John Yorkshire,	
Ottringham

labourer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1516 1516-02-04 Felony Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Holme	sought	sanctuary	on	4	Feb.	1516	for	
diverse	felonies.

SDSB,	169 507

76 Holme Matthew Westmorland,	
Morland

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1496 1496-07-04 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Holme	sought	sanctuary	on	4	Jul.	1496	for	the	
homicide	of	William	Hebson	of	Sleagill	in	Morland	parish	in	June	1494,	having	struck	
Hebson	on	the	head	with	a	Kendall	club,	killing	him.

SDSB,	29 67

672 Holme Robert Durham,	
Denton[?]

pewterer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1526 1526-07-30 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Holme	sought	sanctuary	on	30	Jul.	1526	for	
debt.

SDSB,	188 603

1687 Holred William Lincolnshire,	
Spalding

baker M Church-taking,	
Nottinghamshire
,	Cotham	All	
Saints

Taking	church
Abjuration

Westcheste
r,	Cheshire

1516 1516-08-22 Asportation Also	escape	
from	gaol

Coroner's	memorandum	that	at	Cotham,	Nottinghamshire,	on	22	Aug.	1516	Holred	
took	the	parish	church	of	All	Saints	in	Cotham	(on	the	same	day	as	Robert	Comforth,	
ID	#1850).	He	confessed	to	the	coroner	on	26	Aug.	that	on	1	Jul.	1516	he	had	
committed	a	theft	and	on	22	Aug.	at	Grantham	he	had	broken	out	of	prison	(together	
with	Comforth).	He	abjured.	

TNA,	KB	9/1002,	m.	20 1468

1786 Holt William Warwickshire,	
Aston	by	
Birmingham

gentleman	
(sheriff,	
MP?)

M Church-taking,	
Middlesex,	
Westminster,	St.	
Martin	in	the	
Fields

Taking	church 1405 1405-03-23 Homicide Accessory Coroner's	memorandum	that	William	Holt,	esq.,	had	fled	to	the	church	of	St.	Martin's	
in	the	Fields	and	took	sanctuary	as	an	accessory	to	a	homicide	10	years	prior,	in	1394.	
The	patent	roll	records	that	he	was	subsequently	helped	to	escape	the	church	by	men	
who	came	in	the	night,	using	force,	and	those	charged	to	watch	the	church	were	
"wounded	and	ill-treated."	If	Holt	was	the	same	as	the	man	who	became	MP	in	1421,	
the	quarrel	may	have	related	to	a	land	dispute	with	Sir	John	Drayton	and	Sir	William	
Bagot.	He	went	on	to	an	important	career	as	gentleman	and	soldier.

TNA,	KB	9/194,	m.	22;	CPR	
1405-1408,	245;	L.	S.	
Woodger,	"Holt,	William	II,"	
HPO

1561

1343 Holte **** servingman M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 Debt In	the	1532	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	[Blank]	Holte	was	named	as	having	
entered	for	debt.

TNA,	SP	1/70,	fol.	133 1177

1393 Holter Richard M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1530 Homicide In	the	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Holter	was	named	as	having	entered	c.	
1530	for	murder.

TNA,	SP	1/238,	fols.	72-73 1227

656 Holton Robert Dorset,	
Melcombe

merchant M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1529 1529-08-23 Felony Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Holton	sought	sanctuary	on	23	Aug.	1529	for	
felony.

SDSB,	185 587

1500 Homnale	
alias	Staynes

Thomas Suffolk,	Bury	
St.	Edmunds

yeoman M Church-taking,	
Surrey,	
Southwark,	St.	
Margaret

Taking	church
Abjuration

Sandwich 1438 1438-02-06 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	records	that	Homnale	fled	to	the	church	of	St.	Margaret	of	
Southwark	on	6	Feb.	1438,	and	confessed	a	horse	theft	at	Bury	St.	Edmunds	in	July	
1436.	He	abjured.	Appeared	in	King's	Bench	in	Michaelmas	1438	and	when	asked	why	
his	sentence	should	not	be	executed	he	said	that	a	pardon	was	forthcoming	from	the	
king.	He	was	put	back	in	prison	and	then	returned	on	13	Feb.	1441,	presenting	a	
pardon	dated	1	Feb.	1441,	which	indicates	that	the	felony	to	which	Homnale	
confessed	in	1438	was	invented	so	that	he	could	abjure,	but	that	he	had	really	been	
fleeing	a	debt	of	372	marks	(about	£248).

TNA,	KB	9/229/4,	m.	22;	KB	
27/710,	rex	m.	20	(GD);	KB	
27/721,	rex	m.	27	(GD);	CPR	
1436-41,	497

1321

1261 Hoo John London	 grocer M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1430 Debt In	a	debt	case	recorded	in	the	London	Plea	and	Memoranda	Rolls	in	1430,	the	widow	
of	John	Oo,	apothecary,	claimed	that	her	husband	was	mistaken	for	the	debtor	John	
Hoo,	a	grocer,	who	had	fled,	due	to	the	"great	and	excessive	sums	of	money"	he	
owed,	to	the	sanctuary	of	St.	Martin	le	Grand,	where	he	remained	for	the	rest	of	his	
life.

CPMR,	4:242 1104

564 Hopton Guy Yorkshire,	
Wakefield

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1514 1514-05-01 All	causes Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Hopton	sought	sanctuary	on	1	May	1514	for	
"all	causes."

SDSB,	167 498

806 Hore John Ireland scholar M Church-taking,	
Buckinghamshir
e,	Beaconsfield

Taking	church
Abjuration

Lynn 1424 1424-12-01 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	Hore	took	church	at	Beaconsfield	on	1	Dec.	1424	and	
then	on	5	Dec.	confessed	that	he	had	stolen	a	horse	from	an	unknown	man	at	
Uxbridge.	He	abjured,	but	his	record	was	requested	at	King's	Bench	in	8	May	1427,	
indicating	he	may	have	been	caught	in	the	realm.

TNA,	KB	9/222/2,	mm.	1-2 732
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1234 Horne William goldsmith M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1492 Debt Horne	was	defendant	in	George	Jeneweys'	[ID	#1233]	Chancery	suit	with	date	range	
1487-1500;	Jeneweys	claimed	he	was	imprisoned	in	"the	Toure"	in	the	sanctuary	at	
St.	Martin's	for	4	days	at	behest	of	William	Horne,	goldsmith,	who	dwelled	in	
sanctuary.	That	Horne	was	in	sanctuary	for	debt	is	surmised.	A	date	of	1492	assigned	
for	sorting	purposes.

TNA,	C	1/143/11 1083

424 Horne William Lincolnshire,	
Boston

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1493 1493-12-09 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Horne	sought	sanctuary	on	9	Dec.	[1493?]	for	
the	homicide	of	Thomas	Horne.

SDSB,	138 369

1139 Horneclyff Thomas London	 yeoman M Church-taking,	
Middlesex,	
Westminster,	St.	
Mary	le	Strand

Taking	church 1516 1516-01-30 Asportation Middlesex	jurors	presented	in	February	1516	that	Robert	Favell	(alias	Savell	-	see	ID	
#1134),	Robert	Dodde,	Richard	Cowper,	and	Thomas	Horneclyff,	all	yeomen	of	
London,	common	and	public	thieves,	had	on	29	Jan.	1516	robbed	Thomas	Reed	and	
George	Chalcott	at	Bagshot	in	Surrey,	stealing	a	horse	and	£20.	They	fled	from	there	
and	on	30	Jan.	came	to	the	church	of	St.	Mary	le	Strand	with	the	goods.	Chalcott	and	
others	followed	them	to	St.	Mary	le	Strand	and	seized	the	stolen	goods	from	them.	
The	sheriffs	were	thus	commanded	to	arrest	them.	The	following	day	Dodde,	Cowper,	
and	Horneclyff	appeared	at	King's	Bench,	and	each	pleaded	sanctuary,	indicating	that	
they	had	taken	church	on	30	Jan.,	confessed	to	the	coroner,	and	remained	there	until	
they	were	seized	by	the	marshal	of	the	Marshalsea	on	8	Feb.	The	king's	attorney	
argued	that	they	could	not	have	sanctuary	because	they	were	"common	and	
notorious	thieves";	the	justices	summoned	the	bishop	of	London	to	explain	the	
"ecclesiastical	law"	on	the	case.	From	term	to	term,	however,	the	bishop	did	not	
appear,	and	in	the	meantime	Cowper	died	in	prison.	The	case	has	no	conclusion	on	
record.	The	question	of	whether	such	common	thieves	could	have	the	privilege	was	
also	discussed	at	the	king's	council	several	days	before	the	men	were	seized	from	the	
church.

TNA,	KB	27/1018,	rex	m.	11;	
BL,	Lansdowne	639,	King's	
Council	in	Star	Chamber,	
1516,	fols.	44v-45r

1002

1344 Horner Stephen mercer M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 Debt In	the	1532	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Horner	(labelled	"a	poore	man")	was	
named	as	having	entered	for	debt.

TNA,	SP	1/70,	fol.	133 1178

1041 Horsey Thomas Wiltshire,	
Marten

gentleman M Beaulieu	
(abjuration	from	
Essex,	
Southwold)	

Taking	church
Abjuration	to	
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1531 1531-02-24 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	24	Feb.	1531	Thomas	Horsey	[ID	#1041],	Thomas	
Harrys	[ID	#1042],	and	John	Anwick	[ID	#1043]	took	the	church	of	St.	Peter	the	
apostle	in	South	Weald,	Essex.	They	confessed	to	the	coroner	on	25	Feb.*	1531	that	
they	had	on	24	Feb.	1531	broken	into	the	close	of	William,	the	prior	of	the	new	
hospital	of	St.	Mary	without	Bishopsgate	at	Bicknacre,	Essex,	and	tied	up	Richard	
Cressall,	a	monk	there,	and	stole	20	marks	in	money,	4	silver	spoons,	and	some	plate.	
They	ask	to	abjure,	voluntarily	choosing	the	sanctuary	of	Beaulieu	in	Hants.	--	this	
despite	the	fact	that	the	statute	(22	Hen.	VIII,	c.	14)	governing	abjurers	going	to	
chartered	sanctuaries	had	not	yet	been	given	royal	assent	(which	only	happened	on	
31	Mar.	1531).	They	were	branded	as	per	the	1529	statute.	It	is	likely	that	when	all	
three	arrived	at	Beaulieu,	on	1	Mar.	1531,	they	were	refused	entry	by	the	abbot,	
although	there	is	only	evidence	on	this	point	for	Thomas	Harrys,	who	appeared	
before	King's	Bench	in	Hillary	1533.	The	abbot's	reasons	for	refusing	them	presumably	
-	although	it	is	not	certain	-	related	to	the	statute's	not	yet	being	in	force,	although	
that	would	not	seem	sufficient	reason	to	refuse	sanctuary	seekers.	Harrys	was	caught	
and	then	died	in	prison,	but	it	is	not	known	what	happened	to	Horsey	and	Anwick.	
[*The	records	actually	say	25	May,	but	the	subsequent	timeline	indicates	this	is	
simply	an	error	rather	than	a	3-month	wait	for	the	coroner	to	appear.]

TNA,	KB	9/517,	m.	92;	KB	
27/1086,	rex	m.	4;	KB	
29/164,	34d;	KB	29/165,	
mm.	43,	45;	KB	29/166,	m.	
13d;	SP	1/65,	fol.	259	(L&P,	
5:117).
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236 Horsley Christoph
er

Northumberla
nd,	Horsley

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1517 1517-04-10 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Christopher	Horsley	sought	sanctuary	on	10	
Apr.	1517	because	on	2	Apr.	1517	at	Gorfen	(between	the	towns	of	Morpeth	and	
Horsley	in	Northumberland,	as	noted	in	previous	entry),	he	feloniously	struck	a	
certain	John	Carr	of	Hetton,	Northumberland,	with	diverse	weapons	such	as	a	sword	
and	dagger,	giving	him	wounds	from	which	he	died	the	same	day.	He	was	presumably	
related	to	Edward	Horsley	(ID	#235),	who	sought	sanctuary	the	same	day	after	also	
committing	a	(different)	homicide	at	the	same	place	on	the	same	day.

SDSB,	74 198

235 Horsley Edward Northumberla
nd,	
Scrainwood

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1517 1517-04-10 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Edward	Horsley	sought	sanctuary	on	10	Apr.	
1517	because	on	2	Apr.	1517	at	Gorfen	between	the	towns	of	Morpeth	and	Horsley	in	
Northumberland,	he	feloniously	struck	a	certain	Christopher	Claveryng	of	"Calyle"	
(Carlisle?)	on	the	head	and	in	other	places	on	his	body	with	a	sword,	from	which	
wounds	he	died	the	same	day.	He	was	presumably	related	to	Christopher	Horsley	(ID	
#236),	who	sought	sanctuary	the	same	day	after	also	committing	a	(different)	
homicide	at	the	same	place	on	the	same	day.

SDSB,	74 197

205 Horsley James Northumberla
nd,	Newcastle	
upon	Tyne

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1514 1514-05-22 Homicide Also	escape	
from	gaol

Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Horsley	sought	sanctuary	on	22	May	1514	
because	on	13	Dec.	1513	at	Sandhill	in	Newcastle,	John	Taytte	had	assaulted	him,	and	
he	thus	struck	back,	stabbing	him	with	a	dagger	in	the	chest,	killing	him	immediately.	
Horsley	was	for	this	felony	taken	by	the	king's	officials	in	Newcastle	but	he	broke	out	
of	Newgate	prison	in	Newcastle	and	fled	to	Durham.

SDSB,	65-66 171

280 Hoton Robert Northumberla
nd,	Rock

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1519 1519-08-03 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	John	Hogeson,	John	Man,	and	Robert	Hoton,	
sought	sanctuary	on	3	Aug.1519	because	around	21	March	1519,	between	Embleton	
and	Newton[-by-the-Sea],	they	killed	Edward	Weytman	with	two	spears.	A	1521	bill	of	
information	sent	to	Wolsey	on	Northumbrian	murderers	reported	that	Robert	Huton,	
[blank]	Thew,	and	others	were	indicted	for	the	murder	of	Edward	Wetewang,	for	
which	an	appeal	had	been	entered,	and	that	they	were	in	sanctuary	in	Durham.

SDSB,	84-85;	TNA,	SP	1/23,	
fol.	229	(L&P,	3/2:822)

229

867 Houghe Thomas London	 haberdasher M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1496 1496-09-04 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	in	the	parish	of	St.	Martin	Ludgate	on	12	Sept.	1496,	over	the	body	
of	William	Thirleby,	haberdasher.	The	jurors	found	that	on	4	Sept.	1496	Thirleby	had	
been	in	the	parish	of	St	.Mary	of	Hornsey,	Middlesex,	in	God's	peace	and	the	king's,	
when	Houghe	assaulted	him	with	a	knife	and	gave	him	a	mortal	wound.	Thirleby	
languished	until	11	Sept.,	dying	in	London	in	the	parish	of	St.	Martin	Ludgate.	
Following	the	felony,	Houghe	fled	with	his	knife	to	the	sanctuary	of	St.	Martin	le	
Grand.	The	writ	calling	the	record	up	to	King's	Bench	is	dated	12	Oct.	1496.	The	King's	
Bench	controlment	roll	shows	that	Houghe	was	outlawed	in	Trinity	1497,	but	in	
Michaelmas	1499	he	presented	a	pardon	for	the	homicide	and	went	sine	die.

TNA,	KB	9/410,	mm	94-95;	
KB	29/127,	m.	1

777

1016 Houghton John Staffordshire,	
Biddulph

gentleman M Church-taking,	
Staffordshire,	
Biddulph

Taking	church
Abjuration

Southampt
on

1528 1528-07-03 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	3	Jul.	1528	Houghton	took	the	parish	church	of	
Biddulph,	Staffs.,	and	on	12	Jul.	confessed	that	on	3	July	at	Buglanton	in	Cheshire	he	
stole	the	same	black	gown	from	John	Atkynson	as	William	Brereton	confessed,	worth	
2s.	He	abjured.	The	coroner	recorded	the	cases	of	William	Brereton	(ID	#1014),	
Francis	Freston	(ID	#1015)	and	John	Houghton	(ID	#1016),	all	of	whom	took	the	same	
church	and	abjured	on	the	same	day,	on	the	same	document.	All	were	assigned	the	
same	port.	The	abjuration	for	his	share	in	the	theft	of	a	gown	worth	2s	is	especially	
odd	for	someone	styled	"gentleman."

TNA,	KB	9/508,	m.	143 913

1282 Howard Thomas nobleman;	
later	duke	of	
Norfolk

M Colchester,	St.	
John's	Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1471 Civil	war During	the	readeption	in	1470-71,	Howard	took	sanctuary	at	St.	John's	abbey	in	
Colchester,	according	to	his	ODNB	biographer.	Late	in	life,	ironically,	Howard	was	in	
1522	involved	in	breaching	sanctuary	when	several	of	his	servants	disobediently	
committed	a	felony;	he	was	not	displeased	when	all	but	one	of	the	servants	were	
executed	for	the	felony,	although	he	asked	for	a	pardon	for	one	of	them,	who	had	
been	restored	to	the	sanctuary	(neither	the	servant	nor	the	sanctuary	is	specified,	
and	thus	not	entered	into	the	database).	TNA,	SP	1/24,	fol.	55	(L&P,	3/2:909).

David	M.	Head,	"Howard,	
Thomas,"	ODNB;	
McSheffrey,	SS,	1-3
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1053 Howell William Hampshire,	
Southampton

yeoman M Westminster	
(abjuration	from	
Essex,	Widford	
St.	Mary)

Taking	church
Abjuration	to	
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1531 1531-12-16 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	16	Dec.	1531	Howell	took	the	parish	church	of	St.	
Mary	in	Widford,	Essex,	confessing	to	the	coroner	that	on	15	Dec.	1531	he	had	
broken	into	a	close	of	a	certain	chaplain	named	Henry	and	stolen	some	clothing.	He	
abjured	and	was	assigned	Westminster.

TNA,	KB	9/519,	m.	84 941

491 Howorthe Gilbert Lancashire,	
Rochdale

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1484 1484-12-22 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Howorthe	sought	sanctuary	on	22	Dec.	1484	
and	acknowledged	that	he	had	killed	Ralph	Barlay	of	"Bery"	[Bare?],	Lancs.,	on	23	Jun.	
1484.

SDSB,	152 433

1181 Howson Philip Norfolk,	
Walsingham	

labourer M Church-taking,	
Cambridgeshire,	
Soham

Taking	church
Abjuration

1530 1530-10-11 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	11	Oct.	1530	at	Soham,	part	of	the	duchy	of	
Lancaster	in	Cambs.,	Philip	Howson	and	Thomas	Howson	-	presumably	related	but	the	
first	from	Norfolk	and	the	second	from	Devon	-	took	the	parish	church	of	St.	Andrew	
at	Soham.	They	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	10	Oct.	1530	they	had	assaulted	a	
certain	unknown	man	at	Soham	with	staves	and	daggers,	and	stole	an	"ensem,"	a	
carpet,	and	money,	altogether	worth	about	9s.	They	abjured,	each	assigned	different	
ports,	and	they	were	branded	according	to	the	statute	at	the	last	parliament	[21	Hen.	
VIII,	c.	2].

TNA,	KB	9/975,	m.	208;	KB	
29/164,	m.	6d

1040

1182 Howson Thomas Devon,	
Honiton

labourer M Church-taking,	
Cambridgeshire,	
Soham

Taking	church
Abjuration

1530 1530-10-11 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	11	Oct.	1530	at	Soham,	part	of	the	duchy	of	
Lancaster	in	Cambs.,	Philip	Howson	and	Thomas	Howson	-	presumably	related	but	the	
first	from	Norfolk	and	the	second	from	Devon	-	took	the	parish	church	of	St.	Andrew	
at	Soham.	They	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	10	Oct.	1530	they	had	assaulted	a	
certain	unknown	man	at	Soham	with	staves	and	daggers,	and	stole	an	"ensem,"	a	
carpet,	and	money,	altogether	worth	about	9s.	They	abjured,	each	assigned	different	
ports,	and	they	were	branded	according	to	the	statute	at	the	last	parliament	[21	Hen.	
VIII,	c.	2].

TNA,	KB	9/975,	m.	208;	KB	
29/164,	m.	6d

1040

1712 Huchecok John Surrey,	
Southwark

yeoman M Church-taking,	
Surrey,	
Southwark,	St.	
George

Abjuration
Taking	church

Sandwich 1473 1473-12-31 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	that	Huchecok	took	the	church	of	St.	George	in	Southwark	
on	31	Dec.	1473	and	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	12	March	1470	at	Fareham	in	
Hampshire	he	murdered	an	unknown	man.	He	abjured.	The	writ	calling	the	
memorandum	up	to	King's	Bench	was	dated	10	May	1476,	indicating	that	he	must	
have	subsequently	been	found	in	the	realm.

TNA,	KB	9/946,	mm.	17-18 1495

213 Huchenson Robert Northumberla
nd,	Hayden	
Bridge	

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1515 1515-08-19 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Thomas	Huchenson	and	his	son	Robert	
Huchenson	sought	sanctuary	on	19	Aug.	1515	because	Robert	gave	Matthew	Heryson	
a	mortal	blow	on	the	right	side	of	his	chest	with	a	lancestaff,	and	Thomas	was	his	
accessory.	Heryson	immediately	died.	

SDSB,	68 178

212 Huchenson Thomas Northumberla
nd,	Hayden	
Bridge	

husbandman M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1515 1515-08-19 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Thomas	Huchenson	and	his	son	Robert	
Huchenson	sought	sanctuary	on	19	Aug.	1515	because	Robert	gave	Matthew	Heryson	
a	mortal	blow	on	the	right	side	of	his	chest	with	a	lancestaff,	and	Thomas	was	his	
accessory.	Heryson	immediately	died.	

SDSB,	68 178

986 Huchon John Essex,	
Coggeshall

yeoman M Church-taking,	
Cambridgeshire,	
Babraham

Taking	church
Abjuration

Lynn 1524 1524-07-02 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	2	Jul.	1524	at	Babraham,	Cambs.,	Huchon	and	Coke	
took	the	parish	church	of	St.	Peter	in	Babraham,	and	the	following	day	they	confessed	
to	the	coroner	that	on	24	Apr.	1524	at	Rochester,	Kent,	they	had	assaulted	an	
unknown	man	and	killed	him.	And	that	on	2	Apr.	1524	at	Salisbury	they	had	assaulted	
William	Huse,	gentleman,	and	murdered	him.	They	abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/503,	m.	58 884

66 Hudeles Alexander Cumbria,	
Kirkoswald

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1495 1495-06-20 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Hudeles	sought	sanctuary	on	20	Jun.	1495	for	
the	homicide	of	Hugh	Berty,	whom	he	assaulted	on	17	Jun.	1495,	striking	him	in	the	
face	with	a	wood	axe,	which	killed	Berty	immediately.

SDSB,	26 60

643 Hudson Hugh Yorkshire,	
Askern,	by	
Campsall

husbandman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1524 1524-07-04 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Hudson	sought	sanctuary	on	4	Jul.	1524	for	
the	murder	of	Richard	Sale	of	Askern,	husbandman.

SDSB,	182 574
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1270 Hudson John Yorkshire,	
Ripon

shoemaker M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1484 1484-08-09 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	records	edited	by	Fowler	record	that	Hudson	sought	sanctuary	on	
9	Aug.	1484	because	on	1	Aug.	1484	near	Ripon	he	had	assaulted	Stephen	Wylson	of	
Ripon,	barker,	along	with	others,	giving	him	a	mortal	wound	with	a	welsh	bill.	Richard	
Wright	(ID	#39)	would	seek	sanctuary	at	Durham	for	the	same	homicide	four	years	
later.

Fowler,	"Sanctuary	Records,"	
310-11

1113

1029 Hudson John Lincolnshire,	
Toft

labourer M Church-taking,	
Essex,	Wre<..>

Taking	church
Abjuration

Dover 1529 1529-08-01 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	1	Aug.	1529	Hudson	took	the	church	of	All	Hallows	in	
Wre<...>,	Essex.	He	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	7	Apr.	1529	he	had	broken	into	a	
close	at	March	in	Cambs.	and	stolen	sheep.	He	abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/512,	m.	25;	KB	
29/162,	m.	2d

922

1310 Hudson Richard priest	 M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1530 In	an	apparently	off-the-books	interrogation	of	John	Laurence,	accused	along	with	
four	other	men	of	robbing	Mistress	Lucy	Lacey	and	murdering	her	servant,	which	took	
place	at	Cardinal	Wolsey's	residence	at	Southwell	in	June	1530,	Laurence	cites	a	Sir	
Richard,	sanctuary	man	of	St.	Martin's,	as	luring	him	into	committing	the	crime;	a	
later	Star	Chamber	suit	names	Richard	Hudson,	priest,	as	Laurence's	accomplice.	
Laurence	said	that	Sir	Richard	lived	in	St.	Martin's	with	a	concubine	named	Charity.	At	
some	point	in	the	months	before	the	robbery	in	late	April	1530,	Laurence	and	Hudson	
had	been	held	together	in	the	Poultry	counter	(the	London	sheriffs'	prison),	where	
offenders	were	usually	held	briefly	for	misdemeanours.

TNA,	SP	1/57,	fols.	179-181v	
(L&P,	4/3:2909);	STAC	
2/25/65;	Shannon	
McSheffrey,	“The	Murder	of	
Mistress	Lacey’s	Maid:	Ad	
Hockery	and	the	Law	in	
England	circa	1530,”	in	Texts	
and	Contexts	in	Legal	
History:	Essays	in	Honor	of	
Charles	Donahue ,	pp.	331-
347,	edited	by	John	Witte,	
Sara	McDougall,	and	Anna	di	
Robilant	(Berkeley:	Robbins	
Collection,	2016).

1144

1345 Huffa John goldsmith M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 Felony In	the	1532	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Huffa	was	named	as	having	entered	for	
felony;	it	is	also	noted	that	"this	mane	companythe	with	m[any]	suspecte	persons."

TNA,	SP	1/70,	fol.	133 1179

1617 Hughebard Peter Kent,	
Canterbury,	
alias	of	
Woodchurch

labourer M Church-taking,	
Kent,	
Canterbury	
Blackfriars

Taking	church 1418 1418-03-13 Homicide Also	escape	
from	gaol,	
other	
felonies

Record	in	the	patent	roll	that	Hughebard	escaped	the	prison	of	the	prior	of	
Christchurch	Canterbury,	where	he	was	being	held	on	suspicion	of	theft,	and	took	
church	at	Blackfriars	in	Canterbury,	March	1418;	he	confessed	his	felonies	to	the	
coroner,	incl.	homicide,	but	refused	to	abjure.	He	then	escaped	from	church	but	was	
taken	outside	of	the	church	and	imprisoned.	In	Oct.	1418,	the	king	pardoned	him	of	
all	this	and	any	other	felonies	except	murder	and	rape.

CPR,	1416-22,	176	 1399

1147 Hull William Kent,	Hythe tailor M Church-taking,	
Kent,	Challock

Taking	church
Abjuration

Dover 1527 1527-11-04 Asportation The	King's	Bench	coram	rege	roll	records	that	in	response	to	a	writ	of	certiorari	
directed	at	the	coroner	of	Kent,	the	coroner	returned	a	memorandum	that	on	4	Nov.	
1527,	Hull	had	taken	the	church	of	St.	Cosme	and	Damian	in	Challock,	Kent,	and	
confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	8	Oct.	1527	he	had	broken	into	the	close	of	John	
Knachbull	at	Mersham,	Kent,	and	stolen	a	horse.	He	abjured.	In	Trinity	term	1529,	
Hull	came	before	King's	Bench,	having	been	found	in	the	realm.	He	pleaded	clergy	
successfully,	and	was	committed	to	the	custody	of	the	abbot	of	Westminster.	He	was	
still	in	the	abbot's	custody	on	1	Jun.	1533,	as	he	is	listed	as	a	"clarke	convicte,	
attaynted	for	felony	and	abiurede	upon	the	sam,	remanynge	in	the	convicte	house	vii	
yers"	(the	seven	years	appears	to	be	incorrect).	In	Hillary	1534,	William	a	Lee	
appeared	in	King's	Bench	on	his	behalf	and	indicated	that	Hull	had	a	pardon	from	the	
king	but	as	an	abjured	man	he	could	not	appear	outside	the	sanctuary	without	a	writ,	
which	was	duly	issued,	and	he	appeared	the	following	day	and	presented	his	pardon,	
and	went	sine	die.

TNA,	KB	27/1090,	rex	m.	14;	
SP	1/238,	fols.	72-73
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1440 Hunt George servant M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1537 Asportation Richard	Phelyps	wrote	to	"Rougedragon,"	Herald	at	Arms	(Fulk	ap	Howell),	on	24	Dec.	
1537	--	the	address	indicating	that	Rougedragon	was	"in	the	Seyntwary	at	
Westminster"	[?],	asking	him	to	search	in	the	sanctuary	for	stolen	goods	that	had	
been	brought	there	by	a	sanctuary-seeking	thief,	George	Hunt,	who	had	lately	been	
amongst	a	band	of	burglars	who	had	stolen	53s	4d	in	money,	four	silver	spoons,	and	
some	linen	cloth	from	William	Meserer	at	Poole,	Dorset.	Hunt	had	been	servant	to	Sir	
William	Berkeley	and	more	recently	to	Sir	Edward	Wylloby.	Phelyps	suggests	that	
Hunt	may	have	registered	in	the	sanctuary	under	a	different	name,	and	would	have	
arrived	eight	or	ten	days	before.	If	the	"searcher"	of	the	sanctuary	will	not	cooperate	
in	looking	for	Hunt	and	the	goods,	he	suggests	making	appeal	to	Cromwell	and	ask	for	
his	explicit	commandment.	Phelyps	was	a	man	of	local	importance	in	Dorset,	JP	and	
MP;	his	son	had,	however,	been	involved	in	the	Ilchester	gaol	break	in	1533	that	
involved	William	Arnold	(ID	#1423),	and	at	that	time	Phelyps	had	written	to	Cromwell	
asking	for	his	help	extricating	his	son	from	the	situation	(L&P,	6:391-93,	416).

TNA,	SP	1/127,	fol.	114r-115r	
(L&P,	12/2:442)

1275

1728 Hunt Henry Surrey,	
Richmond

cook M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1517 1517-08-05 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	at	Richmond,	Surrey,	5	Aug.	1517,	over	the	body	of	John	Gythyns	of	
the	household	of	the	king,	yeoman.	The	jurors	reported	that	Gythyns	on	4	Aug.	
between	6	and	7	pm	was	assaulted	by	Henry	Hunt,	with	precogitated	malice,	Hunt	
giving	him	a	wound	which	killed	him	immediately.	Afterwards	Hunt	fled.	A	note	in	the	
margin	of	the	report	indicates	that	Hunt	was	in	sanctuary	at	Westminster.

TNA,	KB	9/967,	m.	57 1508

532 Hunt John M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1478 1478-04-14 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	William	Salvan,	Heghfeld,	John	Salvan,	
Walker,	and	Hunt	were	all	received	at	Beverley	on	14	April	1478	for	the	death	of	
Henry	Hardewyk,	killed	by	them.

SDSB,	160 468

406 Hunte Thomas Staffordshire,	
Walsall

carrier M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1501 1501-09-22 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Hunte	sought	sanctuary	on	22	Sept.	1501	for	
debt.

SDSB,	134 351

44 Huntley [George] Northumberla
nd,	
Longwitton

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1490 1490-11-22 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Huntley	sought	sanctuary	on	21	Nov.	1490	
because	he,	in	November	of	the	previous	year,	had	attacked	William	Bewyke,	also	of	
Longwitton,	slitting	his	throat	with	a	dagger	and	killing	him.	

SDSB,	16-17 39

1865 Huntley Thomas M SJJ:	Paris	Garden Chartered	
Sanctuary

1468 1468-05-01 The	manorial	court	roll	for	Paris	Garden	in	May	1468	records	that	Thomas	Huntley	
paid	6d	to	be	admitted	to	the	sanctuary	privilege	there.

Paris	Garden	Manorial	Court	
Roll,	Lambeth	Archives,	Class	
VI/1,	fol.	6d	(GD)

1631

1306 Husey William M Church-taking,	
Norfolk	

Taking	church
Abjuration

1528 On	17	Jan.	1528,	the	duke	of	Suffolk	wrote	a	letter	to	Cardinal	Wolsey	from	Lynne,	
Norfolk,	reporting	that	he	had	examined	William	Husey	(ID	#1306)	and	James	Elys	(ID	
#1307),	two	sanctuary-seekers,	"in	as	sharp	a	manner	as	he	could,	before	most	of	the	
worshipful	of	the	shire,"	but	he	could	not	get	any	further	information	from	him.	
Suffolk	therefore	"ordered	them	to	be	restored	to	sanctuary,	swearing	to	go	straight	
to	the	sea	side."	Note	that	Hussey	(if	it	was	the	same	man)	was	earlier,	in	the	1510s,	
involved	in	a	dispute	with	John	Baptist	Grimaldi	(ID	#1453)	in	which	JBG	escaped	to	
Westminster	sanctuary.

TNA,	SP	1/46,	fol.	107	(L&P,	
4/2:1696)

1141

1394 Hy[...] Philip M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 In	the	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Philip	Hy<..>	was	named	as	having	
entered	-	but	the	entry	is	obscured	by	a	dark	spot;	it	ends	with	the	words	"silver	that	
his	servant"	(?).

TNA,	SP	1/238,	fols.	72-73 1228

1048 Hyde Roland Staffordshire,	
Lichfield

capper M Church-taking,	
Staffordshire,	
Lichfield,	
Greyfriars

Taking	church 1531 1531-11-19 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	8	Jan.	1532	at	Lichfield,	Staffs.,	over	the	body	of	Ralph	Egerton.	The	
jurors	reported	that	Roland	Hyde	of	Lichfield,	capper,	conspiring	with	William	More	of	
Lichfield,	capper,	on	19	Nov.	1531	at	about	7pm,	assaulted	Egerton	with	a	pike	staff,	
killing	him.	After	the	felony,	Roland	fled	to	the	Greyfriars	church	in	Lichfield.	The	
indictment	was	brought	up	to	KB	to	deal	with	the	accessory	accusation	against	More,	
for	which	he	was	delivered	by	proclamation	for	insufficient	indictment;	nothing	
further	found	on	Hyde.

TNA,	KB	9/519,	m.	32 938
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1323 Hyde Roland capper M Westminster	
Abbey

Taking	church
Abjuration	to	
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 Homicide In	the	1532	and	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	censuses,	Hyde	(labeled	"a	poore	man"	
in	1532)	was	named	as	having	entered	for	murder,	having	abjured	there	in	1532.

TNA,	SP	1/70,	fol.	133;	SP	
1/238,	fols.	72-73

1157

1346 Hyde Simon barber M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 Felony In	the	1532	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Hyde	was	named	as	having	entered	for	
felony.	There	is	a	pointing	hand	marking	out	this	entry,	and	the	note	that	"this	mane	
ys	sometymes	with	suspecte	persons	resortynge	to	hym	and	hys	house	of	[?privy	…]

TNA,	SP	1/70,	fol.	133 1180

1324 Hyll Robert servingman M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 Homicide In	the	1532	and	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	censuses,	Hyll	was	named	as	having	
entered	for	murder;	there	could	have	been	two	Robert	Hylls,	however,	as	in	the	1533	
census	he	was	identified	has	having	entered	only	about	6	months	before.

TNA,	SP	1/70,	fol.	133;	SP	
1/238,	fols.	72-73

1158

1395 Hylton Richard M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 1533-03-01 Homicide In	the	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Hylton	was	named	as	having	entered	for	
murder,	about	a	quarter	of	a	year	before	(~early	Mar.	1533).

TNA,	SP	1/238,	fols.	72-73 1229

1325 Hynde Thomas M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 Homicide In	the	1532	and	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	censuses,	Hynde	was	named	as	having	
entered	for	murder	c.	1532.

TNA,	SP	1/70,	fol.	133;	SP	
1/238,	fols.	72-73

1159

1731 Ithell John Staffordshire,	
Stafford

dyer M SJJ:	
Staffordshire,	
"house	of	
Margery	
Withnall";	then	
church-taking	
Staffordshire,	
Stafford,	Austin	
Friars

Taking	church 1526 1526-10-02 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	on	2	Oct.	1526	at	Fordbridge,	Staffordshire,	over	the	body	of	
Gilbert	Hethe,	tinker	of	Fordbridge,	lying	dead.	The	jurors	report	that	Ithell	had	been	
in	God's	peace	and	the	king's	when	Hethe	assaulted	him	on	the	Tuesday	after	
Michaelmas,	and	Ithell	struck	back	in	self-defence.	Hethe	died	the	following	day.	Ithill	
immediately	fled	to	the	sanctuary	of	St.	John	in	the	house	of	Margery	Withnall,	where	
he	stayed	until	Gilbert	died,	and	then	to	the	house	of	the	Austin	friars	by	Stafford.	By	
Trinity	1527	he	was	in	custody	and	was	bailed	when	he	came	before	King's	Bench	that	
term;	in	Michaelmas	1528	he	presented	a	pardon.

TNA,	KB	9/973,	m.	40;	TNA,	
KB	29/159,	m.	2

1511

348 Ivenson William Yorkshire,	Hull tailor M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1509 1509-01-26 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Ivenson	sought	sanctuary	on	26	Jan.	1509	for	
debt.

SDSB,	122 296

1585 Jackson Robert Esquire M Tewkesbury	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1471 1471-05-04 Civil	war Jackson	was	amongst	the	Lancastrian	forces	at	the	battle	of	Tewkesbury	4	May	1471;	
according	to	Warkworth's	Chronicle,	upon	defeat	he	and	others	in	the	Lancastrian	
forces	sought	sanctuary	at	Tewkesbury	Abbey.	Edward	IV	initially	pardoned	them,	but	
then	rescinded	the	pardon	and	extracted	them	from	the	abbey	and	tried	and	
executed	them	all.

Warkworth,	Chronicle,	18-19 1122

297 Jakeson John Yorkshire,	
York

merchant M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1506 1506-01-01 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Jakeson	sought	sanctuary	on	1	Jan.	1506	for	
debt.

SDSB,	112 246

105 Jakeson William Yorkshire,	
Ripon

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1504 1504-02-15 Homicide Accessory Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	on	15	Feb.	1503	Robert	Middilton,	William	
Jakeson,	and	John	Joy	sought	sanctuary	because	they	were	present	when	Robert	
Skafe	(ID	#102)	and	Ralph	Blesdell	(ID	#103)	assaulted	Reginald	Middilton	and	killed	
him.	Because	they	were	present	they	fear	being	indicted	as	accessories.

SDSB,	39;	Fowler,	"Sanctuary	
Records,"	313-14

93

748 Jakson John Lincolnshire,	
Quarrington

labourer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1534 1534-11-28 Felony Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Jakson	sought	sanctuary	on	28	Nov.	1534	for	
felony.

SDSB,	204 677

612 Jakson Richard Yorkshire,	
Hogett-on-the-
Wolds[?]

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1518 1518-02-15 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Jakson	sought	sanctuary	on	15	Feb.	1518	for	
debt.

SDSB,	176 543

286 Jakson Robert Yorkshire,	
Topcliffe

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1519 1519-12-14 Debt Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Jakson	sought	sanctuary	on	14	Dec.	1519	for	
debt.

SDSB,	87 235

393 Jakson William Yorkshire,	
Belby

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1515 1515-01-28 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Jakson	sought	sanctuary	on	28	Jan.	1515	for	
the	homicide	of	John	[blank].

SDSB,	131 339
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792 James	alias	
Clifford

Adam M Church-taking,	
London,	St.	
Mary	at	Hill

Taking	church 1407 1407-10-18 Homicide Also	robbery Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	18	Oct.	1407	James	took	the	church	of	St.	Mary	at	
Hill	in	London.	He	confessed	to	the	coroners	that	on	10	Jul.	1405	at	Wroxham,	
Somerset,	he	had	shot	Nicholas	Broun	with	an	arrow,	from	which	wound	Broun	died.	
Also	the	week	before	his	church-taking,	at	Mile	End	in	Middlesex,	with	a	number	of	
accomplices	whose	names	he	does	not	know,	he	robbed	6s	8d	from	an	unknown	
man.	The	record	does	not	indicate	that	he	abjured.	The	writ	asking	for	record	to	be	
sent	to	King's	Bench	dated	26	Oct.	1409;	a	note	on	the	indictment	indicates	he	was	
hanged.

TNA,	KB	9/198,	mm.	42-43 718

1488 Janyver William M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1440 1440-09-01 Escape	from	
custody

There	are	two	rival	versions	of	the	sanctuary-seeking	of	Knight,	Rede,	Blakbourne,	
Janyver,	and	Moreys,	as	the	subsequent	seizure	of	the	five	men	from	St.	Martin's	
ignited	a	months-long	quarrel	between	SMLG	and	the	City	of	London	before	the	king	
and	his	council.	Knight	had	been	held	in	Newgate	prison	prior	to	facing	a	plea	of	debt	
in	the	London	sheriffs'	court,	but	with	the	help	of	his	four	accomplices	he	escaped	
from	custody	as	he	was	being	brought	to	court	to	face	the	suit	and	fled	into	St.	
Martin's	sanctuary.	Later	the	same	day,	the	sheriffs	of	London	seized	the	five	men	
from	the	sanctuary	and	took	them	into	custody.	After	much	inquiry	and	claims	and	
counter-claims	made	by	SMLG	and	the	City,	Knight	and	the	other	men	were	restored	
to	the	sanctuary	by	the	king's	order	in	late	October	1440.

WAM,	Book	5,	fols.	41r-64r;	
LMA,	Letter	Book	K,	fol.	189r	
(CLBK,	242);	McSheffrey,	SS,	
70

1311

1166 Jay Thomas London	 tailor M Church-taking,	
Surrey,	Kingston	
upon	Thames	All	
Hallows

Taking	church 1501 Felony The	King's	Bench	controlment	roll	reports	the	response	of	the	sheriffs	of	London	to	a	
writ	of	corpus	cum	causa,	in	which	the	sheriffs	say	that	Jay	had	been	committed	to	
the	gaol	at	Newgate	for	suspicion	of	felony	in	London	on	which	he	was	indicted;	
afterwards	at	the	sessions	on	21	May	1501,	he	was	arraigned,	put	himself	on	the	
country,	but	was	found	guilty.	"And	on	that	he	sought	to	be	admitted	to	the	immunity	
of	the	church	of	All	Hallows	in	Kingston,	etc."	(i.e.	he	pleaded	sanctuary?)	He	was	
recommitted	to	prison.

TNA,	KB	29/133,	m.	12d	 1026

1233 Jeneweys George goldsmith M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1492 Jeneweys	was	a	Chancery	plaintiff	in	a	suit	with	date	range	1487-1500;	he	claimed	he	
was	imprisoned	in	"the	Toure"	in	the	sanctuary	at	St.	Martin's	for	4	days	at	behest	of	
William	Horne,	goldsmith,	who	dwelled	in	sanctuary.	A	date	of	1492	assigned	for	
sorting	purposes.

TNA,	C	1/143/11 1083

12 Jennyn Henry Yorkshire,	
Richmond

plumber M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1479 1479-04-15 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Jennyn	on	15	Apr.	1479	sought	sanctuary	
because	on	the	Tuesday	previous	(11	Apr.),	at	"Ankirkirk"	in	Richmond,	Yorkshire,	he	
violently	threw	a	rock	and	hit	William	Markyndale,	tailor,	fatally	in	the	head,	and	
thence	within	three	days	Markyndale	died.

SDSB,	4 8

1144 Jenyns Geoffrey Essex,	
Brentwood

yeoman M Church-taking,	
Wiltshire,	Wilton	
Abbey	["degree	
of	St.	Edith"]

Taking	church
Abjuration

1529 1529-09-25 Asportation Records	from	KB	and	deposited	at	KB	indicate	that	Jenyns	was	originally	indicted	for	
burglary	at	Salisbury,	but	pleaded	sanctuary,	claiming	that	he	had	taken	church	at	
Wilton	abbey	[a	privilege	referred	to	as	"the	degre	of	Seynt	Edythe"],	but	as	he	was	
being	escorted	to	port,	he	was	(he	claimed)	taken	by	officials	of	Salisbury	and	brought	
to	trial.	It	is	not	clear	what	the	answer	to	this	sanctuary	plea	was,	but	he	was	
evidently	not	hanged,	and	perhaps	remained	in	prison.	In	1537	he	appeared	before	
KB	in	relation	to	this	same	indictment	presented	a	pardon	and	went	sine	die.	He	
apparently	went	from	there	to	commit	new	felonies	(small	scale	theft),	and	tried	
unsuccessfully	to	plead	clergy	(he	was	alleged	to	be	a	bigamist),	and	although	the	
case	was	carried	from	term	to	term,	in	1540	he	was	sentenced	to	hang.	Although	the	
original	records	referred	to	him	as	a	yeoman,	by	the	late	1530s	he	was	called	
"labourer"	or	"cobbler,"	perhaps	indicated	a	loss	of	status	due	to	these	legal	
problems.

TNA,	KB	9/1065,	m.	129-31;	
TNA,	KB	9/541,	m.	73;	KB	
27/1073,	m.	15;	KB	27/1104,	
rex	m.	8;	KB	27/1111,	rex	m.	
12;	TNA,	KB	29/169,	m.	28d,	
33d;	KB	29/171,	mm.	28d,	
37d;	KB	29/172,	mm.	3d,	9.

1005

1347 Jenyns Thomas butcher	
(bocher)

M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 Debt In	the	1532	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Jenyns	was	named	as	having	entered	for	
debt.

TNA,	SP	1/70,	fol.	133 1181
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1604 Jeynes	alias	
Jones	alias	
Welshman

Thomas Wales,	
Goldcliff

yeoman M Beaulieu Chartered	
Sanctuary

1538 Homicide In	*Sanctuaries	and	Sanctuary	Seekers*,	Charles	C.	Cox	infers	from	the	alias	in	
Jeynes's	1538	pardon,	"of	Beaulieu,"	that	he	had	taken	sanctuary	there	(although	this	
is	not	spelled	out	in	pardon);	pardon	may	have	been	one	way,	Cox	implies,	of	dealing	
with	the	felonious	sanctuary	seekers	at	Beaulieu	at	the	monastery's	dissolution	in	
1538.

L&P,	13/1:484;	Cox,	
Sanctuaries,	189

1387

1260 John John London	 mercer M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1429 Debt The	London	Plea	and	Memoranda	Roll	records	the	release	of	apprentice	Richard	
Hayward	from	his	contract	with	John	John,	mercer,	because	John	had	withdrawn	to	
sanctuary	at	St.	Martin	le	Grand.	That	debt	was	the	reason	for	John's	sanctuary	is	
surmised	from	context.

CPMR,	4:227 1103

1840 John	alias	
Taverner

Philip Herefordshire,	
Eye,	Luston

yeoman M Church-taking,	
Herefordshire,	
Hereford	
Greyfriars

Taking	church 1495 1495-08-25 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	25	Aug.	1495	John	came	to	the	Franciscan	friars'	
church	in	the	suburbs	of	Hereford	to	seek	"the	benefit	of	the	church	and	crown"	for	
felonies.	He	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	he	had	assaulted	and	killed	Robert	Clerke	
on	16	Aug.	1495	at	Orelton,	Hereforshire.	The	memorandum	does	not	indicate	that	
he	abjured.	The	record	was	handed	up	to	King's	Bench	in	Easter	term	1496.

TNA,	KB	9/408,	m.	25 1607

452 Johneson Margaret F Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1498 1498-10-26 Security Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Johneson	sought	sanctuary	on	26	Oct.	1498	
for	security	of	her	body.

SDSB,	144 397

1396 Johns John M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 1533-05-30 Felony In	the	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	John	Johns	was	named	(along	with	Davy	
ap	Ryse	ap	Madoke)	as	having	entered	for	felony	two	days	before	(i.e.	~30	May	1533).

TNA,	SP	1/238,	fols.	72-73 1230

319 Johnson John London	 malter M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1504 1504-10-20 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Johnson	sought	sanctuary	on	20	Oct.	1504	
for	the	security	of	his	body	for	the	death	of	a	person,	etc.

SDSB,	116 267

327 Johnson John Yorkshire,	
Askham	
Richard

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1512 1512-11-13 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Johnson	sought	sanctuary	on	13	Nov.	1512	
for	the	homicide	of	Henry	Fox.

SDSB,	117 275

1141 Johnson John Gloucestershir
e,	Bristol

smith M SJJ:	Bristol	
Temple	Fee

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1516 1516-04-10 Homicide In	June	1516	at	Gloucestershire	peace	sessions,	three	Bristol	men	—	John	White,	
labourer;	John	Johnson,	smith;	and	Edward	Fowler,	goldsmith	—	were	indicted	for	the	
murder	of	Thomas	Fynnemour	on	the	king’s	road	in	the	Kingswood	forest	outside	
Bristol	on	13	Mar.	1516.	When	brought	before	King’s	Bench	only	weeks	following	the	
indictment,	they	pleaded	sanctuary,	using	elaborate	wording	presumably	provided	by	
the	Hospitaller	order.	The	question	was	not	put	to	a	jury;	instead,	the	king’s	attorney,	
after	requests	for	deferments	for	six	terms	until	Hillary	1518,	argued	that	the	plea	
was	insufficient	in	law.	The	justices	did	not	render	a	decision,	however,	returning	the	
prisoners	to	the	Marshalsea.	For	each	term	from	Hillary	1518	until	Trinity	1522,	the	
judges	demurred,	and	each	term	the	prisoners	were	returned	to	the	Marshalsea.	In	
the	midst	of	these	term-by-term	appearances	in	court,	Johnson’s	name	disappears	
from	the	record	—	he	had	presumably	died	in	prison	—	and	then	in	mid-1522	the	
record	just	ends,	undetermined.

TNA,	KB	27/1020,	rex	mm.	
21-22;	McSheffrey,	SS,	98

1003

638 Johnson John Yorkshire,	
Sheriff	Hutton

butcher M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1524 1524-02-23 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Johneson	sought	sanctuary	on	23	Feb.	1524	
for	debt.

SDSB,	181 569

667 Johnson John Norfolk,	
Bernell[?]

butcher M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1528 1528-01-13 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Johnson	sought	sanctuary	on	13	Jan.	1528	for	
debt.

SDSB,	187 598
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1045 Johnson John Kent,	
Wrotham

tailor M Church-taking,	
Surrey,	
Southwark,	St.	
Margaret

Taking	church
Abjuration

Dover 1531 1531-04-01 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	1	Apr.	1531	John	Johnson	took	the	parish	church	of	
St.	Margaret	in	Southwark,	confessing	to	the	coroner	that	on	17	May	1519	at	
Hemswell,	Lincs.,	he	attacked	William	Bysshoppe	and	killed	him.	He	abjured	and	was	
assigned	Dover.	A	note	on	the	bottom	of	the	indictment,	in	a	different	hand,	indicates	
that	the	coroner	was	to	be	prosecuted	for	defects	in	the	abjuration	"extra	regnum,"	
perhaps	because	the	new	statute	-	by	which	abjurers	were	no	longer	to	go	into	exile	
but	instead	to	a	chartered	sanctuary	-	had	come	into	effect	the	previous	day,	31	Mar.	
1531.	The	case	against	the	coroner	passed	from	term	to	term	until	Michaelmas	1534,	
with	no	clear	outcome.	It	does	seem	a	bit	unfair	to	expect	him	to	have	known	the	
statute	had	become	law	the	previous	day!	Cf.	other	cases	from	Feb-Apr.	1531.

TNA,	KB	9/517,	m.	103;	KB	
29/164,	mm.	34,	38

936

372 Johnson Thomas Lincolnshire,	
Harmston

husbandman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1511 1511-05-05 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Johnson	sought	sanctuary	on	5	May	1511	for	
the	homicide	of	Christopher	Brown,	also	of	Harmston,	husbandman.

SDSB,	127 320

1297 Johnson Thomas turner;	
servant	of	
Charles	
Knevet

M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1525 Trespass A	"certificate"	of	"persons	within	St.	Martin's	sanctuary,"	dated	13	Feb.	1525,	lists	
Thomas	Johnson,	turner,	late	servant	with	Charles	Knevet,	in	sanctuary	for	trespass,	
as	lodging	in	Cock	Alley.

TNA,	SP	1/33,	fol.	148	(L&P,	
4/1:473)

1132

1697 Johnson William Lincolnshire,	
Lincoln

tailor M Church-taking,	
Warwickshire,	
Coventry,	
Cathedral

Taking	church 1490 1490-02-16 Escape	from	
custody

Also	felony As	a	series	of	records	delivered	into	or	recorded	at	King's	Bench	show,	Johnson	was	
rescued	from	the	custody	of	the	sheriffs	of	Coventry	as	he	was	being	led	to	his	
execution	on	an	unspecified	felony,	after	which	he	implicitly	(this	is	not	spelled	out)	
took	sanctuary,	but	was	then	seized	from	the	sanctuary	and	put	back	into	prison.	The	
bishop	of	Coventry	and	Lichfield,	John	Hales,	demanded	that	he	be	restored	to	
sanctuary,	which	the	sheriffs	refused;	the	following	day	Johnson	was	rescued	by	a	
Franciscan	friar	and	several	Staffordshire	gentlemen	and	taken	to	the	cathedral	
where	he	stayed	in	sanctuary	for	40	days;	then	as	the	40	days	wound	up,	he	was	
taken	out	of	the	church	by	his	rescuers,	who	mocked	the	mayor	and	other	civic	
officials	in	Coventry	by	telling	them	to	take	note	that	he	had	been	taken	out	of	the	
sanctuary,	after	which	he	was	taken	in	again	to	start	another	40	days.	One	of	his	
rescuers,	William	Glasyer,	chaplain	of	Coventry,	was	found	guilty	in	July	1491	and	
successfully	pleaded	clergy.	The	others	were	outlawed;	no	further	record	on	William	
Johnson	himself	has	been	found.	The	sheriffs	of	Coventry	and	the	gaolkeeper	who	
had	been	responsible	for	his	custody	were	indicted	also	for	the	escape;	the	
prosecution	against	the	gaolkeeper	was	dropped,	but	the	sheriffs	pleaded	to	a	fine	of	
£100.

TNA,	KB	9/1061,	m.	50;	KB	
29/121,	m.	9d;	KB	27/919,	
m.	9;	KB	27/920,	m.	14;	KB	
27/925,	Fines

1476

1051 Johnson William Yorkshire,	
Barnsley

gentleman M Colchester,	St.	
John's	
(abjuration	from	
Cambridgeshire,	
Shudy	Camps	St.	
Mary)

Taking	church
Abjuration	to	
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1531 1531-08-21 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	21	Aug.	1531	John	Torrye	(ID	#1049),	Morgan	Jones	
(ID	#1050),	and	William	Johnson	(ID	#1051)	took	the	parish	church	of	St.	Mary	in	
Shudy	Camps,	Cambs.	They	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	20	Aug.	at	Newmarket	
heath,	Cambs.,	they	had	assaulted	and	robbed	an	unknown	man	of	6s	8d.	They	
abjured,	and	were	assigned	St.	John's	monastery	in	Colchester,	and	were	branded.

TNA,	KB	9/519,	m.	47;	TNA,	
KB	29/165,	m.	4

939

1438 Johnson	
alias	Taylor

Philip M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1537 In	September	1537,	the	abbot	of	Westminster	and	Anthony	Denny	were	charged	by	
Cromwell	with	inquiring	amongst	sanctuary	seekers	at	Westminster	and	others	in	the	
vicinity	regarding	circulation	of	a	scurrilous	rumour	about	the	king	and	his	alleged	
"taking"	of	the	"wench"	of	the	Westminster	sanctuary's	keeper,	William	Webbe.	(The	
inquiry	found	the	rumours	to	have	no	basis.)	Johnson	was	amongst	among	the	
sanctuary	men	examined.

TNA,	SP	1/125,	fols	40r-43v	
(L&P,	12/2:273)

1273

Sanctuary Seekers in England, c. 1380-1550, ordered by seekers' names

30/05/17 118



Seeker	
ID

Surname First	
Name

Seeker	Place	
of	Origin

Seeker	
Occupation	
or	Status

Sex Sanctuary Sanctuary	Type Port	
Assigned

Year Date Seeker	
Reason

Seeker	
Reason	

Elaboration

	Summary	of	case Reference Case	
ID

1846 Jones David Worcestershir
e,	Worcester

tailor M Church-taking,	
Northamptonshi
re,	Croughton

Taking	church
Abjuration

Dover 1515 1515-04-21 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	at	Croughton,	Northants.,	on	21	Apr.	1515	that	David	Jones	
fled	to	the	parish	church	and	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	20	Apr.	he	had	stolen	
clothing,	a	lance,	and	a	woodknife,	worth	about	22	s.,	from	the	goods	of	Thomas	
Dove,	chaplain	at	Croughton.	Jones	appealed	Leonard	Metcalf	of	Croughton,	yeoman,	
and	Robert	Kellett	of	Adderbury,	Oxon.,	tailor,	because	on	2	Mar.	1515	at	Puttam	in	
Lancashire	they	had	assaulted	an	unknown	man	who	was	a	Kendall	man	and	stolen	20	
marks	in	money	from	him.	Jones	abjured	(perhaps	it	was	clear	the	attempt	to	appeal	
the	others	would	not	be	successful).

TNA,	KB	9/469,	m.	109;	
McSheffrey,	SS,	98

1613

1050 Jones Morgan London	 gentleman M Colchester,	St.	
John's	
(abjuration	from	
Cambridgeshire,	
Shudy	Camps	St.	
Mary)

Taking	church
Abjuration	to	
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1531 1531-08-21 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	21	Aug.	1531	John	Torrye	(ID	#1049),	Morgan	Jones	
(ID	#1050),	and	William	Johnson	(ID	#1051)	took	the	parish	church	of	St.	Mary	in	
Shudy	Camps,	Cambs.	They	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	20	Aug.	at	Newmarket	
heath,	Cambs.,	they	had	assaulted	and	robbed	an	unknown	man	of	6s	8d.	They	
abjured,	and	were	assigned	St.	John's	monastery	in	Colchester,	and	were	branded.

TNA,	KB	9/519,	m.	47;	TNA,	
KB	29/165,	m.	4

939

1074 Jones Robert London	 gentleman M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1539 1539-01-31 Homicide Coroner’s	inquest	convened	10	Feb.	1539	in	St.	Gregory’s	parish	in	London	over	the	
body	of	Richard	Cholmeley,	gentleman.	The	jurors	reported	that	on	31	Jan.	1539	at	9	
am,	Cholmeley	had	been	attacked	and	killed	in	the	churchyard	of	St.	Paul’s	cathedral	
by	five	men,	John	Mainwaring,	Robert	Jones,	Thomas	Potter,	William	Edwards,	and	
Hugh	Griffith.	They	gave	him	a	wound	on	the	back	of	his	head	that	penetrated	to	his	
brain,	from	which	wound	he	died	on	9	Feb.	Following	their	deeds,	the	jurors	reported,	
the	perpetrators	fled.	The	jurors	also	reported	that	the	killing	had	been	
commissioned	by	another	party,	Randall	Mainwaring,	gentleman,	of	Swanley,	
Cheshire.	The	King’s	Bench	coram	rege	roll	records	the	appearance	at	London	gaol	
delivery	on	15	Feb.	1539	of	the	five	perpetrators.	John	Mainwaring	pleaded	
sanctuary,	indicating	that	following	the	killing	he	and	the	others	had	fled	to	
Westminster,	but	that	shortly	before	their	appearance	at	the	London	gaol	delivery	
they	had	all	been	seized	on	the	orders	of	Thomas	Cromwell	and	brought	before	the	
court.	Mainwaring	prayed	to	be	restored;	his	fellows	all	merely	“trusted	to	God”	that	
they	would	have	their	privilege.	As	Cromwell	was	amongst	the	justices	at	gaol	delivery	
to	whom	Mainwaring	and	the	others	made	this	plea,	it	is	no	surprise	–	although	
contrary	to	the	established	law	of	the	time	–	that	Mainwaring	and	the	others	were	
refused	(their	pleas	ruled	insufficient	in	law).	They	were	summarily	pronounced	guilty	
(their	cases	were	not	put	to	a	jury)	and	they	were	hanged.	When	Randall	Mainwaring	
faced	his	charge	as	accessory	in	Michaelmas	1539,	he	was	acquitted	by	a	jury.	
Cholmeley’s	death	came	as	part	of	a	Cheshire	feud,	both	factional	and	personal:	
Cholmely	was	Randall	Mainwaring’s	brother-in-law,	and	they	were	on	opposite	sides	
in	a	violent	dispute	in	that	county	in	the	later	1530s.	See	McSheffrey,	SS ,	ch.	7,	for	a	
full	discussion	of	this	case	and	the	significance	of	this	breach	of	sanctuary.

TNA,	KB	9/541,	mm.	85-7;	KB	
27/1112,	rex	m.	9;	
McSheffrey,	SS,	167-80

952
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889 Jones Thomas London	 yeoman M Church-taking,	
Gloucestershire,	
Gloucester,	
Temple	church

Taking	church
Abjuration

Southampt
on

1510 1510-07-05 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	5	Jul.	1510	that	Jones	--	like	William	Morsate	ID	#888	--	"took	
the	messuage	of	the	Temple	Fee,"	then	pertaining	to	the	prior	of	St.	John	of	
Jerusalem	in	England,	Thomas	Docwra,	at	Gloucester	[presumably	the	Temple	Church,	
although	the	record	seems	to	specify	that	it	was	a	piece	of	land	rather	than	the	
church	itself],	and	sought	tuition	and	immunity	in	that	land,	noting	that	in	that	land	
from	time	immemorial	the	prior	and	his	predecessors	offered	tuition	and	immunity	to	
all	who	came	to	it	for	felony.	Jones	sought	the	coroner,	however	[rather	than	claiming	
permanent	sanctuary,	as	others	did	in	Hospitaller	properties	around	this	time],	and	
he	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	he	robbed	William	Rogers	at	Exmoor,	on	1	Jun.	
1510,	and	abjured.	The	KB	controlment	roll	indicates	that	the	record	of	abjuration	
was	delivered	into	King's	Bench	Easter	1512,	but	nothing	further	found	about	the	
process.

TNA,	KB	9/458,	m.	81;	KB	
29/144,	m.	3;	McSheffrey,	
SS,	97

799

1705 Jones	alias	
Abadam

Thomas Surrey,	
Southwark

weaver M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1534 1534-09-28 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	at	Southwark	on	28	Sept.	1534	over	the	body	of	John	Hudeson.	The	
jurors	report	that	Hudeson	had	been	in	God's	peace	and	the	king's	at	Southwark	
between	6	and	7pm	when	Jones	assaulted	and	killed	him.	Afterwards	Jones	fled	to	
the	sanctuary	of	St.	Peter's,	Westminster.

TNA,	KB	9/531,	m.	73 1488

482 Jonson Cornelius Yorkshire,	
Kingston	upon	
Hull

brewer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1488 1488-06-25 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Cornelius	Jonson	and	William	Rowyll	sought	
sanctuary	on	25	June	1488	and	acknowledged	a	homicide	[the	rest	of	the	entry	is	a	
blank].

SDSB,	150-51 425

1599 Jonson Henry Yorkshire,	
Ripon

M Ripon Chartered	
Sanctuary

1458 The	acts	of	the	collegiate	chapter	at	Ripon	cited	six	sanctuary	men	--	Thomas	Plumer,	
Robert	Morton	alias	Herryson,	Edmund	Skathlok,	John	Skathlok,	Henry	Jonson,	and	
William	Topshawe	--	to	explain	why	they	should	not	be	punished	for	perjury	
(presumably	because	they	broke	their	sanctuary	oath),	because	they	had	not	
participated	in	the	Rogation	processions	as	they	were	bound	to	do.	Morton	explained	
that	he	did	not	dare	to	come	out	of	his	house	"because	of	fear	of	creditors	and	the	
pain	of	imprisonment,"	but	the	chapter	did	not	accept	this	explanation	because	"on	
those	days	all	are	immune	from	vexation."	They	were	given	as	penance	four	
whippings	before	the	procession	on	holy	days.	John	Skathlok	was	pardoned	because	
he	was	"old	and	mentally	infirm."

Fowler,	Acts	of	Chapter	of	
Ripon,	72-73

1383

518 Jonson Thomas Nottinghamshi
re,	Retford

butcher M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1493 1493-04-23 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Jonson	sought	sanctuary	on	23	Apr.	1493	for	
debt.

SDSB,	157 459

58 Jonson Thomas Nottinghamshi
re,	Retford

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1493 1493-10-26 Homicide Self-defence Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Jonson	sought	sanctuary	on	26	Oct.	1493	
because,	in	a	field	near	"Stokefeld"	by	Newark-on-Trent,	he	killed	a	certain	Thomas	
Pudsey,	striking	him	on	the	neck	with	a	sword,	in	his	own	defence.	

SDSB,	23-24 53

928 Jonys David Gloucestershir
e,	Bristol

yeoman M SJJ:	Bristol	
Temple	Fee

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1517 1517-11-02 Asportation Also	burglary At	gaol	delivery	at	Bristol,	1	Dec.	1517,	on	indictment	for	burglary	and	horse	theft	
committed	26	July	1515	and	28	Oct.	1517,	Jonys	pleaded	sanctuary	(at	the	same	
session	as	another	sanctuary	claimant,	Thomas	Kyng,	ID	#927).	He	claimed	that	he	
was	extracted	from	sanctuary	in	the	Temple	Fee	at	Bristol,	a	possession	of	the	Order	
of	St.	John	of	Jerusalem.	The	crown	argued	(a)	that	there	was	no	sanctuary	at	Temple	
Fee;	and	(b)	that	he	had	been	admitted	to	the	sanctuary	in	1511	(not	1517,	as	he	
claimed),	and	that	he	has	used	it	as	a	base	for	felony.	The	King's	Bench	controlment	
roll	indicates	that	he	died	in	prison	by	Hillary	1520.

TNA,	KB	9/476,	m.	11;	KB	
29/150,	m.	34;	KB	29/151,	
m.	35.	

826

894 Jonys Philip Wiltshire,	
Purton

labourer M Church-taking,	
Berkshire,	
Coleshill

Taking	church
Abjuration

1511 1511-04-29 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	29	Apr.	1511	Wiliam	and	Philip	Jones	took	church	at	
Coleshill	parish	church	for	the	murder	of	Richard	Barry	at	Abergavenny	on	13	Feb.	
1511.	They	were	two	of	four	men	who	abjured	from	All	Saints	church	on	the	same	
day,	although	the	other	two	had	committed	separate	crimes,	and	their	abjurations	
were	recorded	separately.

TNA,	KB	9/459,	m.	66 803
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960 Jonys Thomas Surrey,	
Southwark

yeoman M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1524 1524-07-04 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	at	Southwark,	Surrey,	on	4	Jul.	1524	over	the	body	of	Robert	
Colbrend	of	Southwark,	yeoman.	The	jurors	reported	that	Thomas	Jonys,	alias	
Johnson,	on	13	June	between	8	and	9	pm	had	assaulted	Colbrend	with	malice	
aforethought,	and	gave	him	a	wound	from	which	he	died	on	3	July.	The	jurors	listed	
Jonys's	goods,	and	noted	that	as	soon	as	he	committed	the	felony	he	fled	to	
sanctuary	at	St.	Peter's,	Westminster.	A	note	indicates	that	Jonys	was	in	custody	in	
the	Marshalsea.

TNA,	KB	9/495,	m.	144	 858

893 Jonys William Wiltshire,	
Purton

tailor M Church-taking,	
Berkshire,	
Coleshill

Taking	church
Abjuration

Portsmouth 1511 1511-04-29 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	29	Apr.	1511	Wiliam	and	Philip	Jones	took	church	at	
Coleshill	parish	church	for	the	murder	of	Richard	Barry	at	Abergavenny	on	13	Feb.	
1511.	They	were	two	of	four	men	who	abjured	from	All	Saints	church	on	the	same	
day,	although	the	other	two	had	committed	separate	crimes,	and	their	abjurations	
were	recorded	separately.

TNA,	KB	9/459,	m.	66 803

870 Jope	alias	
Padland

John Middlesex,	
Westminster

barber M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1501 1501-12-10 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	report	at	Westminster,	within	the	abbot's	liberty,	on	19	Dec.	1501,	
over	the	body	of	John	Burton	of	Westminster,	bocher;	the	jurors	say	that	Burton	was	
stabbed	by	John	Jope	of	Westminster,	barber,	alias	John	Padland	of	the	king's	
household.	Burton	languished	from	10	Dec.	to	17	Dec.,	when	he	died.	Jope	fled	to	
Westminster	sanctuary.	The	report	is	dated	12	Jan.	1502,	and	on	the	dorse	it	is	
indicated	that	it	was	delivered	on	9	Feb.	

TNA,	KB	9/424,	m.	24 780

1450 Joseph Charles London	 summoner M Westminster		
Abbey	
dependency:	
Good	Easter,	
Essex

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1514 1514-12-22 Homicide Joseph	was	the	summoner	of	the	bishop	of	London	who	was	implicated	in	Richard	
Hunne's	death.	The	coroner's	inquest	report	for	Hunne	printed	in	the	1530s	indicates	
he	took	sanctuary	at	Good	Easter*	and	had	his	name	registered	by	the	bailiff,	for	fear	
of	being	indicted	for	death	of	Richard	Hunne.	The	short	account	of	the	murder	in	the	
report	on	Dr.	Standish's	case	in	Caryll's	Reports	indicates	that	he	took	sanctuary	at	
Westminster.	He	was	in	custody	by	January	1515,	but	this	may	have	been	as	a	result	
of	a	deal,	as	he	was	apparently	released,	according	to	Thomas	More	(see	Wunderli,	
"Pre-Reformation	Summoners,"	224).	Nothing	more	is	known	about	him.		*Note	that	
Good	Easter	was	a	manor	belonging	to	Westminster	Abbey.

The	Enquirie	and	Verdite	of	
the	Quest	Panneld	of	the	
Death	of	Richard	Hune	Wich	
Was	Founde	Hanged	in	
Lolars	Tower	(Antwerp:	H.	
Peetersen	van	
Middleburch[?],	1537;	
EEBO),	sig.	C3r;	Baker,	
Caryll's	Reports,	686;	Richard	
Wunderli,	“Pre-Reformation	
London	Summoners	and	the	
Murder	of	Richard	Hunne,”	
Journal	of	Ecclesiastical	
History	33,	no.	2	(1982):	
209–24;	McSheffrey,	SS,	104

1285

51 Joy John Lincolnshire,	
Amcotts

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1491 1491-11-27 Homicide Accessory Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Joy	sought	sanctuary	on	27	Nov.	1491	
because	he	had	been	indicted	as	the	principal	in	the	murder	of	John	Portyngton,	also	
of	Amcotts,	even	though	he	had	not	been	present	when	he	was	killed	nor	at	any	
assault	on	him.	He	did,	however,	harbour	those	who	did	kill	him,	that	is,	his	relative	
John	Joy,	bailiff	of	Whatton	in	the	Vale	of	Belvoir,	Nottinghamshire.	John	Joy	of	
Whatton	had,	along	with	his	retinue	[adherentibus],	been	staying	with	him	on	5	June	
1491	at	his	house,	and	as	they	arose	early	in	the	morning	to	return	home	on	the	way	
out	of	town	they	suddenly	met	Portyngton,	who	began	to	insult	him,	John	Joy	of	
Amcotts,	and	as	a	result	they	assaulted	Portyngton	on	his	behalf,	cutting	off	his	right	
hand	amongst	other	injuries.	He	shortly	afterwards	died	from	the	wounds.

SDSB,	19-20 46

106 Joy John Yorkshire,	
Ripon

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1504 1504-02-15 Homicide Accessory Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	on	15	Feb.	1503	Robert	Middilton,	William	
Jakeson,	and	John	Joy	sought	sanctuary	because	they	were	present	when	Robert	
Skafe	(ID	#102)	and	Ralph	Blesdell	(ID	#103)	assaulted	Reginald	Middilton	and	killed	
him.	Because	they	were	present	they	fear	being	indicted	as	accessories.

SDSB,	39;	Fowler,	"Sanctuary	
Records,"	313-14

93
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477 Kape John Yorkshire,	
Kilham

husbandman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1487 1487-10-09 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Kape	sought	sanctuary	on	9	Oct.	1487	and	
acknowledged	that	he	had	killed	Thomas	Holme,	also	of	Kilham,	labourer,	with	a	
dagger,	in	late	June	1487	at	Kilham.

SDSB,	150 421

300 Kechyner Robert Yorkshire,	
Great	Ayton

husbandman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1510 1510-11-18 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Kechyner	sought	sanctuary	on	18	Nov.	1510	
for	the	death	of	George	Goulgwhat,	son	of	John	Goudgwhat,	also	of	Great	Ayton.

SDSB,	112 248

251 Kechyng John Cumbria,	
Wanwood,	
Alston

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1517 1517-09-29 Asportation Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Kechyng	sought	sanctuary	on	29	Sept.	1517	
because	in	Nov.	1516	he	stole	a	cow	and	calf	from	Ambrose	Crakynthorp,	gentleman,	
in	co.	Westmorland.

SDSB,	78 209

1224 Kelay John Yorkshire,	
Wortley[?]

brewer M Church-taking,	
Yorkshire	

Taking	church
Abjuration	to	
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1537 Felony The	King's	Bench	controlment	roll	indicates	that	Kelay	abjured	in	Yorkshire	"for	
certain	felonies	and	trespasses."

TNA,	KB	29/170,	m.	3 1074

1348 Kelly Oliver M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 Homicide In	the	1532	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Kelly	was	named	as	having	entered	for	
murder.

TNA,	SP	1/70,	fol.	133 1182

1637 Kendale Thomas Hertfordshire,	
Norton

labourer M Church-taking,	
Hertfordshire,	
Norton	St.	
Nicholas

Taking	church
Abjuration

Portsmouth 1452 1452-10-29 Homicide Patent	roll	records	Kendale's	pardon,	dated	24	Mar.	1453;	he	had	been	indicted	on	3	
Nov.	1452	for	the	murder	a	week	before	of	Thomas	Whitemore	at	Norton,	Herts.,	
following	which	he	fled	to	the	Norton	parish	church,	confessed	to	the	coroner,	and	
abjured.	He	made	his	way	to	his	assigned	port	of	Portsmouth,	where	he	waited	"a	few	
days...owing	to	the	violence	of	the	sea";	pardoned	because	he	made	confession	only	
to	save	his	life,	"the	indictment	[being]	made	of	malice."

CPR	1452-61,	64 1418

1275 Kenyngton John Middlesex,	
Westminster

M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1494 1494-02-04 Treason Five	men	—	Thomas	Bagnall,	John	Heth,	John	Skotte,	John	Kenyngton,	and	Alexander	
Synger	—	were	accused	before	an	oyer	and	terminer	session	22	Feb.	1495	of	using	
the	sanctuary	of	St.	Martin	le	Grand	as	a	base	from	which	to	write	and	disseminate	
treasonous	bills	in	support	of	Perkin	Warbeck	and	against	the	king.	Although	Synger's	
name	drops	from	the	record	(perhaps	dying	in	prison),	the	other	four	were	brought	
before	King’s	Bench.	Heth,	Skotte,	and	Kenyngton	pleaded	not	guilty,	but	were	found	
guilty	and	sentenced	to	a	traitor’s	death.	Bagnall,	on	the	other	hand,	pleaded	
sanctuary,	apparently	successfully.

TNA,	KB	9/78,	mm.	8-9,	19,	
20-21;	KB	27/931,	rex	m.	6;	
KB	15/42,	fols.	73r-75r;	
Great	Chronicle	of	London,	
250;	McSheffrey,	SS,	49

706

1265 Kerle John London	 gentleman M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1557 1557-04-14 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	at	St.	Clement	Danes	within	the	liberty	of	the	city	of	Westminster,	
14	Apr.	1557,	over	the	body	of	William	Stokesly	of	London,	gentleman.	The	jurors	
reported	that	Kerle	on	that	day	had,	with	force	and	arms,	"seduced	by	diabolical	
instigation,"	attacked	William	Stokesly	between	three	and	four	in	the	afternoon,	with	
the	intention	of	killing	him,	which	he	did.	The	jurors	also	said	that	afterwards	Kerle	
fled	to	the	sanctuary	of	St.	Peter	at	Westminster,	and	remained	there.	The	record	also	
includes	a	note	in	a	different	hand	indicating	that	at	the	sessions	held	on	7	Sept.	1562	
before	the	mayor	of	the	City	of	London,	Kerle	put	himself	on	the	country	and	was	
found	not	guilty.	Moreover,	the	jurors	said	that	a	certain	James	Hamms	killed	the	
aforesaid	William	Stokesley.

LMA,	MS	MJ/SP/XX/071 1108

337 Keton Robert Yorkshire,	
Harthill,

yeoman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1503 1503-08-21 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Keton	sought	sanctuary	on	21	Aug.	1503,	
confessing	the	homicide	of	Robert	Cook,	servant	of	Brian	Sanforth,	knight,	whom	he	
killed	lately	at	Harthill	with	a	hauberk.

SDSB,	120 285

1616 Kewe William Middlesex,	
Westminster

soapmaker M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1417 Asportation Also	
accessory	to	
felony

Record	on	the	patent	roll	that	Kewe,	"of	the	sanctuary	of	Westminster,"	was	
pardoned	in	1417	for	having	received	a	felon	and	robber,	and	also	for	himself	being	a	
common	thief.

CPR,	1416-22,	61-62 1398
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87 Key John Yorkshire,	
[Skinningrove,	
parish	of	
Brotton]

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1501 1501-10-19 Asportation Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Key	sought	sanctuary	on	19	Oct.	1501	for	
stealing	two	cows,	one	fatted	cow	belonging	to	John	Marschall	of	"Boroby"	[Boulby?]	
on	Michaelmas	at	night,	and	one	cow	belonging	to	Elizabeth	Dalton	of	Guisborough	a	
week	later.	He	killed	the	cows,	unjustly	turning	for	his	own	use	the	money	he	received	
for	them.	

SDSB,	34 78

261 Keyrfote Richard Cheshire,	
Wharton

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1518 1518-06-15 Homicide Accessory Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Robert	Massy,	Nicholas	Leythfote,	Randall	
Flecher	alias	Richardson,	and	Richard	Keyrfote	sought	sanctuary	on	15	Jun.	1518	
because	on	29	Jun.	4	years	before	(1514)	at	Huntington	Park	in	Cheshire,	they	were	
accessories	to	Thomas	Mulnesse	as	he	struck	Thomas	Huchen	alias	Parkar,	the	parker	
of	Huntington	park,	with	a	crabtree	staff.	Huchen	died	three	weeks	later.

SDSB,	79-80 214

23 Kipling James Durham,	
Romaldkirk

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1479 1479-12-25 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	on	25	Dec.	1479	Kipling	sought	sanctuary	
because,	together	with	Ralph	Hogon,	on	18	July	1479	at	Baldersdale	in	the	parish	of	
Romaldkirk	he	assaulted	William	Wightman,	and	feloniously	beat	him	with	a	certain	
stick	on	the	left	tibia	and	left	arm,	whence,	and	from	other	wounds,	Wightman	died	
after	three	days,	as	it	is	said.

SDSB,	8. 19

146 Knags Thomas Yorkshire,	
Sneaton

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1507 1507-04-08 Homicide Self-defence Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Thomas	Knags	and	George	Birkehede	sought	
sanctuary	on	8	Apr.	1507	because	five	months	before	Knags	had,	in	his	own	defence,	
struck	a	certain	Colynson	at	Whitby	Strand	in	Whitby,	nearly	cutting	off	his	arm	with	a	
sword.	Birkehede	gave	Colynson	another	wound	in	the	stomach,	and	from	both	these	
wounds	he	died	the	same	day.	

SDSB,	47-48 116

901 Knapet John London	and	
Hertford

shoemaker,	
yeoman

M Church-taking,	
Essex,	Hereford	
Stock,	All	
Hallows

Taking	church
Abjuration

Dover 1507 1507-04-02 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	2	Apr.	1507	Knapet	took	the	parish	church	of	All	
Hallows	at	Hereford	Stock,	Essex,	and	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	17	Mar.	1506	
with	Thomas	Wodgate	he	had	attacked	John	Woody	of	London	in	the	parish	of	St.	
Thomas	the	Martyr	on	London	Bridge	and	with	a	weapon	called	"a	murderer"	he	
struck	him	in	the	chest	and	murdered	him.	He	also	stole	7s	4d	from	the	body.	He	
abjured.	The	writ	calling	the	record	up	to	King's	Bench	was	dated	7	Nov.	1513.

TNA,	KB	9/465,	mm.	7-8 809

1592 Kneve Henry M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1416 Asportation Kempe	in	his	1825	history	of	St.	Martin	le	Grand	gives	the	case	of	Henry	Kneve,	a	
thief,	who	fled	to	SMLG	after	stealing	plate	from	a	church;	took	sanctuary	at	SMLG	
and	brought	his	goods	with	him	and	then	fled	the	precinct	leaving	behind	his	goods,	
which	were	then	seized	by	the	dean's	offices	as	waif.	Kempe	does	not	give	a	
reference,	and	I	have	not	found	this	case	elsewhere	so	far.	

Kempe,	Historical	Notices,	
111

1380

1485 Knight John M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1440 1440-09-01 Escape	from	
custody

Also	debt There	are	two	rival	versions	of	the	sanctuary-seeking	of	Knight,	Rede,	Blakbourne,	
Janyver,	and	Moreys,	as	the	subsequent	seizure	of	the	five	men	from	St.	Martin's	
ignited	a	months-long	quarrel	between	SMLG	and	the	City	of	London	before	the	king	
and	his	council.	Knight	had	been	held	in	Newgate	prison	prior	to	facing	a	plea	of	debt	
in	the	London	sheriffs'	court,	but	with	the	help	of	his	four	accomplices	he	escaped	
from	custody	as	he	was	being	brought	to	court	to	face	the	suit	and	fled	into	St.	
Martin's	sanctuary.	Later	the	same	day,	the	sheriffs	of	London	seized	the	five	men	
from	the	sanctuary	and	took	them	into	custody.	After	much	inquiry	and	claims	and	
counter-claims	made	by	SMLG	and	the	City,	Knight	and	the	other	men	were	restored	
to	the	sanctuary	by	the	king's	order	in	late	October	1440.

WAM,	Book	5,	fols.	41r-64r;	
LMA,	Letter	Book	K,	fol.	189r	
(CLBK,	242);	McSheffrey,	SS,	
58-59,	65-72,	75-76,	135

1311

1117 Knok William Kent,	
Faversham

yeoman M Church-taking,	
London,	
Blackfriars

Taking	church 1506 1506-05-14 Felony On	the	King's	Bench	coram	rege	roll,	William	Knok	appeared	at	King's	Bench	18	May	
1506,	having	been	outlawed	in	Kent	in	Oct.	1503;	asked	why	the	execution	of	his	
outlawry	should	not	be	carried	out,	he	pleaded	sanctuary,	stating	that	on	14	May	
1506	he	took	the	church	of	Blackfriars	in	London,	but	that	the	same	day	a	certain	
John	Anger	or	Auger,	keeper	of	the	king's	gaol	at	Colchester,	together	with	servants	
of	the	earl	of	Oxford,	violently	extracted	him	from	the	church.	The	king's	attorney	
argued	that	the	plea	was	insufficient	in	law	and	did	not	require	a	response,	and	the	
justices	agreed	that	it	was	insufficient.	They	asked	him	if	he	was	a	clerk,	and	he	said	
that	he	was	not,	and	thus	he	was	to	hang.

TNA,	KB	27/979,	rex	m.	1d 984
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290 Knols James Yorkshire,	
Ripon

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1522 1522-06-30 Debt Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Knols	sought	sanctuary	on	30	Jun.	1522	for	
debt	to	John	Middilton	of	Ripon.

SDSB,	88;	Fowler,	"Sanctuary	
Records,"	316

239

640 Knyghtlay Richard Shropshire,	
Alkington[?]

shoemaker M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1524 1524-03-20 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Knyghtlay,	of	"Aughyngton,"	Shropshire,	
sought	sanctuary	on	20	Mar.	1524	for	the	death	of	Ralph	Legh	of	the	same	place.

SDSB,	182 571

458 Kykbe John Lincolnshire,	
Deeping

weaver M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1499 1499-02-28 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Kykbe	sought	sanctuary	on	28	Feb.	1499	for	
the	killing	of	a	certain	Robert	Johnson	at	Sigbrok	[Sedgebrook?].

SDSB,	146 403

536 Kyng John Lincolnshire,	
Stainfield

carpenter M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1479 1479-04-08 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Kyng	sought	sanctuary	at	Beverley	on	8	April	
1479	because	at	Stainfield	on	Sunday	in	the	middle	of	Lent	he	killed	Roger	Yerburghe	
of	the	same,	labourer.

SDSB,	161 472

927 Kyng Thomas Gloucestershir
e,	Bristol

ostler M Church-taking,	
Somerset,	
Langridge

Taking	church 1517 1517-11-05 Asportation At	gaol	delivery	at	Bristol,	1	Dec.	1517,	on	indictment	for	a	robbery	on	5	Nov.	1517,	
Kyng	pleaded	sanctuary	(at	the	same	session	as	another	sanctuary	claimant,	David	
Jonys,	ID	#928).	He	claimed	that	he	was	extracted	from	the	parish	church	of	Langridge	
in	Somerset	on	the	same	day	he	took	sanctuary	there,	5	Nov.	1517,	by	John	Bankes,	
innholder,	and	six	other	men	unknown	to	him.	The	crown	argued	that	he	had	been	at	
large	in	the	mansion	house	of	a	certain	John	Hall	in	the	town	of	Langridge,	outside	the	
aforesaid	sanctuary,	when	he	was	taken.	He	was	returned	to	gaol	while	the	justices	
advised	themselves;	no	outcome	found.

TNA,	KB	9/476,	m.	11	 825

800 Laddesnam Thomas Lincolnshire,	
Aswardby

husbandman M Church-taking,	
Lincolnshire,	
Lincoln,	St.	
Katherine

Taking	church 1418 1418-05-14 Asportation Lincolnshire	jurors'	presentment	that	in	May	1418	Laddesnam	had	been	arrested	at	
Aswardby,	Lincs.,	on	suspicion	of	theft.	While	being	transferred	to	Lincoln	castle	by	
the	constable,	Laddesnam	escaped	at	Bracebridge	and	ran	to	the	church	of	St.	
Katherine	in	Lincoln.	Eleven	months	later,	the	jurors	report,	he	was	still	there,	
apparently	having	long	outlasted	the	normal	forty-day	stay.

TNA,	KB	9/213,	m.	51 726

317 Laffe Anthony London	 goldsmith M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1504 1504-07-20 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Laffe	sought	sanctuary	on	20	Jul.	1504	for	
debt.

SDSB,	115 265

1627 Lakyn John Shropshire M Church-taking,	
Northamptonshi
re,	
Northampton,	
St.	Mary

Taking	church
Abjuration

1407 Felony Also	escape	
from	gaol

Patent	roll	records	a	pardon	given	to	the	gaoler	of	Northampton	castle,	Thomas	
Byfeld.	He	had	allowed	the	escape	of	John	Lakyn,	a	felon	and	approver	in	his	keeping,	
to	the	church	of	St.	Mary	in	Northampton.	Lakyn	from	there	abjured,	but	as	he	was	
on	his	way	to	the	port	Byfeld	followed	him,	arrested	him,	and	brought	him	back,	but	
at	gaol	delivery	the	justices	sent	him	back	onto	the	highway	to	the	port,	and	Byfeld	
was	"impeached	for	the	retaking."

CPR	1405-08,	326 1408

736 Lambe John Buckinghamsh
ire,	
Parshale[?]

butcher M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 1533-01-28 Treason Also	escape	
from	gaol

Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Lambe	took	anctuary	on	28	Jan.	1533	for	
treason	against	the	lord	king's	body,	and	for	having	broken	out	of	the	king's	gaol.	This	
entry	is	erased	in	the	MS,	perhaps	because	it	was	determined	that	he	could	not	seek	
the	privilege	for	sanctuary	(although	sanctuary	was	not	formally	barred	for	traitors	
until	a	1534	statute).	Lambe	may	be	the	man	by	the	same	name	who	was	a	
messenger	for	William	Neville,	the	poet	who	was	accused	in	late	1532	and	early	1533	
of	treason	(for	prosphesying	the	death	of	Henry	VIII);	see	ODNB	article	for	William	
Neville.

SDSB,	202;	L&P,	6,	no.	258	
(p.	116),	SP	1/75,	fol.	39.

665

1601 Lambert Robert M Tynemouth	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary
Ambiguous

1523 Homicide Cox	reprinted	a	1523	letter	(calendered	in	the	Letters	and	Papers)	from	Wolsey	to	
Lord	Dacre,	about	Wolsey's	concern	that	Lambert,	one	of	several	men	accused	of	the	
murder	of	Chrisopher	Radcliff	at	Shareston	in	Wolsey's	bishopric	of	Durham,	had	
flown	to	sanctuary	at	Tynemouth	priory;	Wolsey	asked	that	"by	all	means	and	
politique	ways	which	ye	can	devise"	Dacre	have	Lambert	apprehended	for	the	crime.

Cox,	Sanctuaries,	169-70;	
L&P,	3/2:1299

1384

153 Lancastre Edward Cumbria,	
Hose,	Appleby-
in-
Westmorland,

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1507 1507-10-09 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Lancastre	took	sanctuary	on	9	Oct.	1507	
because	he	had	killed	Thomas	Sawghell	of	Dufton	by	striking	him	on	the	head	with	a	
sword,	from	which	wound	he	died	four	days	later.	"With	the	greatest	sadness	of	
heart"	he	seeks	sanctuary.

SDSB,	49-50 122
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921 Lane Roger Kent,	Boxley labourer M Church-taking,	
Kent,	Boxley	
Abbey

Taking	church
Ambiguous

1517 1517-07-20 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	at	Boxley,	Kent,	on	20	Jul.	1517	over	the	body	of	John	Bukmer.	The	
jurors	reported	that	on	19	Jul.	1517	at	4	pm	Roger	Lane	assaulted	and	killed	Bukmer	
with	a	hazelstaff.	Stephen	Adcok,	John	Bourne,	and	Robert	Norys	had	before	the	
attack	feloniously	incited	him	to	commit	the	murder.	As	soon	as	the	felony	was	
committed,	they	all	fled	to	the	monastery	of	the	Blessed	Mary	at	Boxley.	(It	is	unclear	
whether	the	asylum	they	sought	was	meant	as	a	prelude	to	abjuration	or	permanent	
sanctuary.)

TNA,	KB	9/474,	m.	12 822

998 Lane Thomas Gloucestershir
e,	Gloucester

shoemaker M Church-taking,	
Essex,	
Chelmsford	St.	
Mary

Taking	church
Abjuration

Dover 1527 1527-05-01 Homicide Also	robbery Coroner's	memorandum	that	Lane	took	the	church	of	St.	Mary	at	Chelmsford	on	1	
May	1527,	and	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	22	Mar	1527	at	Willesden,	
Middlesex,	he	had	assaulted	a	man	and	stolen	a	horse	and	money	from	him,	and	that	
on	21	Dec.	1526	together	with	John	Lewson	of	Bere,	Dorset,	gentleman,	Michael	
Ryketts	of	Exeter,	tailor,	and	George	Dutton	of	Exeter,	capper,	at	Langdon,	Devon,	he	
assaulted	a	man,	killing	him,	and	robbing	him	of	money	and	a	horse.	He	abjured.	
Stephen	Tukker,	Richard	Levesey,	and	Thomas	Lane	all	took	the	same	church	in	
Chelmsford	on	the	same	day,	but	had	committed	different	felonies,	indicating	that	
they	may	have	escaped	from	prison	together.

TNA,	KB	9/504,	m.	115;	KB	
29/159,	m.	19

895

1635 Lane	alias	
Walyngford

William Berkshire,	
Abingdon

monk M Taking	church
Abjuration

1444 Asportation Patent	roll	records	the	pardon,	at	the	petition	of	the	abbot	of	Abingdon,	for	William	
Lane,	monk	at	Abingdon,	who	had	fled	to	a	church	(unspecified)	after	having	been	
indicted	for	stealing	a	horse,	and	abjured	before	the	coroner.	He	was	subsequently	
caught	in	the	realm,	and	then	before	the	king's	justices	he	claimed	benefit	of	clergy	
and	was	delivered	to	the	bishop	of	London,	in	whose	gaol	he	was	then	imprisoned.	
The	king	pardoned	him	of	the	felony,	abjuration,	and	outlawry,	"the	king	considering	
that	he	wishes	to	make	amends	therefor,	and	to	return	to	his	religion."	Dated	17	May	
1444.

CPR	1441-46,	259-60 1416

934 Langford William London	 yeoman M Church-taking,	
Northamptonshi
re,	Sibbertoft

Taking	church
Abjuration

Southampt
on

1516 1516-09-20 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	20	Sept.	1516	at	Sibbertoft,	Northants.,	William	
Langford	alias	William	Chorleton	took	the	parish	church.	He	confessed	to	the	coroner	
that	on	14	Aug.	he	had	stolen	clothing	and	other	items	at	London.	He	abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/478,	mm.	35-36 832

982 Langstaff Leonard Yorkshire,	
York

yeoman M Durham	
dependency:	
Crayke,	
Yorkshire	
(Durham	manor)

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1525 1525-01-24 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	24	Apr.	1525	in	the	City	of	York	over	the	body	of	Nicholas	Fyssher	
of	York,	smith.	The	jurors	reported	that	Langstaff	and	Nicholas	Ratclyff,	also	of	York,	
gentleman,	had	on	24	Jan.	1525	with	force	and	arms	at	Walmgate	in	York	assaulted	
Fyssher,	giving	him	a	mortal	wound	from	which	Fyssher	eventually	died	on	22	Apr.	
The	jurors	found	that	Langstaff	murdered	Fyssher	and	that	Ratclyff	was	accessory.	
After	the	killing	Langstaff	fled	to	the	town	of	Crayke	in	Yorkshire,	"a	parcel	of	the	
liberty	and	sanctuary	of	the	blessed	Cuthbert	of	Durham."

TNA,	KB	9/502,	m.	89 880

1284 Langstrother John Prior	of	St.	
John	of	
Jerusalem

M Tewkesbury	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1471 1471-05-04 Civil	war Langstrother,	prior	of	the	Hospitaller	order	in	England,	was	amongst	the	leaders	of	
the	Lancastrian	forces	at	the	battle	of	Tewkesbury	4	May	1471;	according	to	
Warkworth's	Chronicle,	upon	defeat	he	and	others	in	the	Lancastrian	forces	sought	
sanctuary	at	Tewkesbury	Abbey.	Edward	IV	initially	pardoned	them,	but	then	
rescinded	the	pardon	and	extracted	them	from	the	abbey	and	tried	and	executed	
them	all.

Warkworth,	Chronicle,	18-
19;	R.	A.	Griffiths,	
"Langstrother,	Sir	John	(d.	
1471),"	ODNB.

1122

645 Larehous Nicholas Yorkshire,	
Armthorpe

goldsmith M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1527 1527-10-28 Felony Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Larehous	sought	sanctuary	on	28	Oct.	1527	
for	felony.

SDSB,	183 576
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1780 Lastell Humphre
y

servant	of	Sir	
John	
Raynsford

M Church-taking,	
Essex,	
Colchester

Taking	church 1513 Homicide Accessory In	Star	Chamber	between	1514	and	1521,	Richard	Vynes,	bailiff	of	the	sanctuary	of	St.	
John's	Abbey	in	Colchester,	sued	Sir	John	Raynsford	and	his	son	John	Jr.,	alleging	that	
the	younger	Raynsford	(ID	#1775)	and	several	of	his	servants	were	responsible	for	the	
homicide	of	Michael	Brasebrigge	(ID	#1776).	Lastell,	another	of	the	servants	of	the	
Raynsford	family,	was	not	in	sanctuary	but	merely	visiting,	ostensibly	to	socialize	with	
an	old	acquaintance,	Michael	Brasebrigge.	Lastell	became	involved	in	the	quarrel	that	
led	to	Brasebrigge's	death.	Together	with	the	principal	felon,	Maurice	Gryffyn,	Lastell	
fled	to	a	parish	church	outside	the	precinct	following	the	homicide,	but	he	escaped	
from	the	church	and	disappeared	before	he	could	abjure.	According	to	the	former	
bailiff	of	the	sanctuary,	Richard	Vynes,	no	one	dared	to	try	to	arrest	Lastell	due	to	fear	
of	Sir	John	Raynsford,	Lastell's	employer;	Sir	John's	son	John	was	also	implicated	in	
Brasebrigge's	death,	and	Vynes	alleged	that	the	homicide	had	gone	largely	
unpunished	due	to	the	Raynsfords'	undue	influence.

TNA,	STAC	2/18/283;	
2/20/26;	2/20/100;	
McSheffrey,	SS,	185-86

1555

313 Launceley John Lincolnshire,	
Boston

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1505 1505-02-28 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Launceley	sought	sanctuary	on	28	Feb.	1505	
for	debt.

SDSB,	115 261

160 Law Cuthbert Durham,	
Witton-le-
Wear	

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1508 1508-01-15 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Law	sought	sanctuary	on	15	Jan.	1508	
because	around	14	Sept.	1507	at	Witton,	he	had	been	assaulted	by	John	Crawfurth	of	
Witton,	and	struck	him	back	by	stabbing	him	in	the	chest	with	a	dagger,	giving	him	a	
mortal	wound	from	which	he	immediately	died.

SDSB,	51 127

504 Lawndels John Lincolnshire,	
Walkerith,	
Gainsborough

yeoman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1490 1490-07-24 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Thomas	and	John	Lawndels	sought	sanctuary	
on	24	Jul.	1490	because	they	had	killed	John	Pallyn,	also	of	Gainsborough,	with	a	
pitchfork.

SDSB,	155 445

503 Lawndels Thomas Lincolnshire,	
Walkerith,	
Gainsborough

yeoman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1490 1490-07-24 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Thomas	and	John	Lawndels	sought	sanctuary	
on	24	Jul.	1490	because	they	had	killed	John	Pallyn,	also	of	Gainsborough,	with	a	
pitchfork.

SDSB,	155 445

386 Lawrance Henry Yorkshire,	
Kirkham

labourer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1513 1513-04-10 Felony Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Lawrance	sought	sanctuary	on	10	Apr.	1513	
for	felony.

SDSB,	130 333

1397 Lawrence Thomas M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 1533-04-01 Homicide In	the	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Lawrence	was	named	as	having	entered	
for	murder,	about	eight	weeks	before	(~early	Apr.	1533).

TNA,	SP	1/238,	fols.	72-73 1231

462 Lawson John Nottinghamshi
re,	
Nottingham

yeoman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1499 1499-10-15 Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Lawson	sought	sanctuary	on	7	Oct.	1499	for	
security	of	his	life.

SDSB,	146 407

1311 Layburn Robert Yorkshire gentleman M Ripon Ambiguous
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1531 Homicide Self-defence Sir	James	Layburn	of	Cunswick,	Cumbria,	a	frequent	correspondent	of	Cromwell,	
wrote	a	letter	to	Cromwell	on	22	Dec.	1531	asking	him	to	speak	to	the	king	at	
Christmas	for	a	pardon	for	his	brother	Robert	Layburn,	who	was	in	sanctuary	at	Ripon	
"through	his	own	folly."	There	was	no	indictment	against	him,	Layburn	indicates,	but	
he	confessed	that	he	had	killed	a	man	in	self-defence	at	Oxford	in	late	September	
1530.	Although	no	pardon	has	been	located,	a	Robert	Laybourne	was	a	scholar	at	
Broadgates	Hall	in	1531,	and	was	made	rector	of	Lamplugh,	Cumbria,	in	September	
1531,	so	it	seems	likely	that	one	way	or	another	he	was	able	to	escape	the	homicide	
charge.

TNA,	SP	1/68,	fol.	94	(L&P,	
5:274);	A.	B.	Emden,	A	
Biographical	Register	of	the	
University	of	Oxford	A.	D.	
1501	to	1540	(Oxford:	
Clarendon	Press,	1974),	346.

1145

2 Laydman William Yorkshire,	
Bowes

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1467 1467-06-12 Homicide Self-defence Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	on	12	June	1467	Laydman	sought	sanctuary	
because	on	3	June	1467	at	"Mosse	sikeheved,"	against	his	will	and	in	defence	of	his	
body,	he	mortally	wounded	with	a	turfspade	a	certain	John	Williamson	of	Bowes,	on	
the	right	part	of	his	head,	and	Williamson	died.

SDSB,	1-2 2
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1511 Laykyn Thomas Gloucestershir
e,	Bristol

merchant M Church-taking,	
Surrey,	
Guildford	St.	
Mary

Taking	church
Abjuration

1444 1444-11-20 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	Laykyn	fled	to	the	church	of	St.	Mary	in	Guildford	on	20	
Nov.	1444,	confessing	to	the	coroner	that	on	20	Aug.	1444	at	Allingbourne,	Sussex,	he	
stole	"a	book	called	a	Prymer"	worth	14d	from	an	unknown	man.	He	abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/248,	m.	43 1330

1398 Layn William M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 Debt In	the	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Layn	was	named	as	having	entered	for	
debt.

TNA,	SP	1/238,	fols.	72-73 1232

1506 Leche Henry M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1443 1443-12-24 Felony Also	escape	
from	gaol

Middlesex	jurors	presented	that	on	24	Dec.	1443	Westminster	monk	John	Hynton	
assaulted	John	Savage,	the	bailiff	of	the	abbot's	liberty,	and	took	out	of	his	custody	
Henry	Leche,	who	was	being	held	on	suspicion	of	felony.	Hynton	allowed	Leche	to	flee	
to	sanctuary	at	Westminster.

TNA,	KB	9/245,	m.	74 1325

425 Ledale John Shropshire,	
Shrewsbury

bowyer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1494 1494-03-11 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Ledale	sought	sanctuary	on	11	Mar.	1494	for	
debt	(Thornley	corrects	the	date).

SDSB,	138;	Thornley,	
"Sanctuary	Registers	at	
Beverley,"	395

370

576 Ledbeter Gilbert Yorkshire,	
Scarborough

labourer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1516 1516-03-10 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Ledbeter	sought	sanctuary	on	10	Mar.	1516	
for	debt.

SDSB,	169-70 509

813 Ledbury John London	 joiner M Church-taking,	
London,	St.	
Andrew	
Undershaft

Taking	church 1428 1428-05-18 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	18	May	1428	John	Ledbury	took	church	at	St.	
Andrew	Undershaft	and	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	together	with	another	man	
named	William	Scardeburgh	he	had	robbed	a	man	earlier	the	same	month	on	the	
road	to	Edgeware,	telling	the	victim	that	he	was	the	constable	of	Edgeware	and	taking	
goods	and	money	worth	29s.	No	indication	of	abjuration.	A	note	on	the	bottom	of	the	
memo	in	a	different	hand	says:	"he	has	nothing	to	say,	thus	he	is	hanged."	This	may	
be	a	failed	attempt	to	turn	approver	on	William	Scardeburgh	rather	than	an	
abjuration.	Scardeburgh	could	be	the	same	man	(ID	#1764)	who	had	abjured	for	
committing	a	very	similar	robbery	in	1416	near	Ware,	perhaps	having	returned	to	
England	and	taking	up	same	modus	operandi.

TNA,	KB	9/224,	mm.	203-204 739

239 Ledyll Clement Northumberla
nd,	
Warkworth

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1517 1517-05-24 Homicide Accessory Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	John	Heron	and	Clement	Ledyll	sought	
sanctuary	on	24	May	1517	because,	after	Robert	Wylson,	Henry	Wylson,	Robert	
Smyth,	and	Edward	Arnald	assaulted	them	on	22	May	1517	at	Warkworth,	near	the	
castle	there,	Heron	struck	Robert	Wylson	in	the	stomach	and	in	other	parts	of	his	
body	with	a	dagger,	killing	him.	Heron	seeks	sanctuary	for	homicide,	and	Ledyll	as	
accessory.	A	"bill	of	information"	in	the	State	Papers	-	a	report	to	Wolsey	-	in	1521	
named	John	Heron	in	relation	to	another	homicide:	Alan	Elder	of	Warkworth	had	
been	afraid	of	John	Heron	and	his	sons,	and	thus	the	earl	of	Northumberland	had	
bound	Heron	over	to	keep	the	peace;	but	subsequently	Anthony	Heron,	John	Heron's	
second	son,	murdered	him,	and	was	indicted,	but	had	himself	fled	to	sanctuary.	John	
Heron	was	discharged	from	the	earl's	service.	This	suggests	that	Heron	(and	
presumably	Ledyll)	did	not	stay	long	in	sanctuary	for	the	1517	homicide.

SDSB,	75;	TNA,	SP	1/23,	fol.	
229	(L&P,	3/2:822)

200

137 Lee John Yorkshire,	
Halifax

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1505 1505-11-06 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Lee	sought	sanctuary	on	6	Nov.	1505	because	
on	29	Oct.	1505	in	Halifax,	he	fought	and	struggled	with	a	stranger	over	a	dagger.	In	
the	struggle,	the	stranger	took	hold	of	Lee's	dagger	with	his	hand	and	by	accident	
struck	himself	in	the	stomach,	giving	himself	a	wound	from	which	he	died	soon	after.

SDSB,	45 109

195 Lee Robert Northumberla
nd,	Newcastle	
upon	Tyne

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1512 1512-10-11 Homicide Accessory Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Lee	sought	sanctuary	on	11	Oct.	1512	
because,	together	with	others,	he	had	been	present	on	9	Oct.	1511	on	the	Tyne	
riverside,	between	the	town	walls	and	the	river,	down	from	Tyne	bridge,	when	John	
Fresill	lethally	struck	William	Wright	with	a	dagger	in	the	back	between	the	
shoulderblades,	giving	him	a	wound	from	which	he	died	the	next	day.	Because	he	had	
aided	and	helped	Fresill	to	escape	afterwards,	he	sought	sanctuary.

SDSB,	62 161
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766 Lemyng John Yorkshire,	
Ripon

mercer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1538 1538-11-12 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Lemyng	sought	sanctuary	on	12	Nov	1538	for	
debt.

SDSB,	208;	;	Fowler,	
"Sanctuary	Records,"	317

695

794 Lemystr Thomas London	 servant M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1407 1407-07-12 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	report	that	John	Foljambe	had	been	killed	in	the	parish	of	St.	
Dunstan	in	the	West	when	Foljambe	attacked	John	Fyndern;	Fyndern's	servant	
Thomas	Lemystr,	to	save	his	master's	life,	struck	Foljambe	with	a	sword	and	killed	
him,	afterwards	asserting	that	he	had	done	so	to	defend	Fyndern.	After	the	killing	
Lemystr	fled	to	sanctuary	at	St.	Martin	le	Grand.	As	of	1411,	the	King's	Bench	records	
indicate	he	had	not	been	found.	A	later	entry	from	Hillary	1412,	possibly	relevant,	
bound	the	king's	attorney	Thomas	Covele	to	behave	properly	towards	John	Fyndern.

TNA,	KB	9/201/3,	m.	34-35;	
TNA,	KB	27/601,	rex	m.	2

720

1399 Lesse Lawrence M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 1533-05-29 Felony Accessory In	the	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Lesse	was	named	as	having	entered	as	
accessory	to	felony,	three	days	before	(i.e.	~29	May	1533).

TNA,	SP	1/238,	fols.	72-73 1233

997 Levesey Richard Middlesex,	
New	Brentford

butcher M Church-taking,	
Essex,	
Chelmsford	St.	
Mary

Taking	church
Abjuration

Harwich 1527 1527-05-01 Homicide Also	robbery	
and	burglary

Coroner's	memorandum	that	Levesey	took	the	church	of	St.	Mary	at	Chelmsford	on	1	
May	1527,	and	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	29	Apr.	1527	he	had	broken	into	a	
close	at	New	Brentford,	Middlesex,	and	stolen	a	horse	and	some	money,	and	on	13	
Apr.	1522	he	had	robbed	and	killed	a	man	at	Blythe	in	Notts.	He	abjured.	Stephen	
Tukker,	Richard	Levesey,	and	Thomas	Lane	all	took	the	same	church	in	Chelmsford	on	
the	same	day,	but	had	committed	different	felonies,	indicating	that	they	may	have	
escaped	from	prison	together.

TNA,	KB	9/504,	m.	114;	KB	
29/159,	m.	19

894

1298 Lewes Thomas yeoman M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1525 A	"certificate"	of	"persons	within	St.	Martin's	sanctuary,"	dated	13	Feb.	1525,	lists	
Thomas	Lewes,	yeoman,	as	lodging	in	Cock	Alley.

TNA,	SP	1/33,	fol.	148	(L&P,	
4/1:473)

1133

1400 Lewys Richard M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1530 Homicide In	the	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Lewys	was	named	as	having	entered	c.	
1530	for	murder.

TNA,	SP	1/238,	fols.	72-73 1234

281 Ley Thomas chaplain M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1519 1519-08-14 Asportation Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Ley	sought	sanctuary	because,	as	he	was	
collecting	rents	for	the	earl	of	Derby	as	the	deputy	of	Henry	Shereman,	chaplain,	one	
of	the	earl's	rent	collectors,	he	lost	"by	misfortune"	£58	in	rents	on	the	road	as	he	was	
travelling	to	the	earl.	He	thus	fears	imprisonment	unless	he	can	recompense	the	earl	
for	the	£58.	Furthermore,	he	also	sought	sanctuary	because	he	stole	twenty	marks	
from	the	said	earl.

SDSB,	85 230

259 Leythfote Nicholas Cheshire,	
Great	Barrow

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1518 1518-06-15 Homicide Accessory Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Robert	Massy,	Nicholas	Leythfote,	Randall	
Flecher	alias	Richardson,	and	Richard	Keyrfote	sought	sanctuary	on	15	Jun.	1518	
because	on	29	Jun.	4	years	before	(1514)	at	Huntington	Park	in	Cheshire,	they	were	
accessories	to	Thomas	Mulnesse	as	he	struck	Thomas	Huchen	alias	Parkar,	the	parker	
of	Huntington	park,	with	a	crabtree	staff.	Huchen	died	three	weeks	later.

SDSB,	79-80 214

575 Lincoln Richard London	 glover M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1516 1516-02-05 Felony Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Lincoln	sought	sanctuary	on	5	Feb.	1516	for	
felony	at	London.

SDSB,	169 508

855 Lith Michael London	 saddler	and	
coppersmith

M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1488 1488-12-08 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	13	Dec.	1488	in	the	parish	of	St.	John	Zachary,	London,	over	the	
body	of	John	Petyr,	yeoman.	The	jurors	say	that	on	8	Dec.	1488	he	had	been	in	the	
parish	of	St.	Anne	Aldersgate	when	Lith	attacked	him,	hitting	him	with	a	black	bill	and	
killing	him.	Afterwards,	Lith	fled	to	Westminster	Abbey	for	sanctuary.	The	writ	
summoning	the	record	into	King's	Bench	is	dated	18	Nov.	1489.

TNA,	KB	9/383,	mm.	21-22 767
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887 Lloide Roger Herefordshire,	
Hereford

gentleman M Church-taking,	
Herefordshire,	
Hereford,	St.	
Ethelbert

Taking	church 1511 1511-09-01 Homicide Chance	
Medley

Coroner's	inquest	1	Sept.	1511	over	the	body	of	Henry	Baskirvile	of	Hereford,	
gentleman,	whom	the	jurors	found	to	have	been	killed	on	30	Aug.	1511	in	a	knife	fight	
with	Roger	Lloide,	by	"chaunce	medley."	Following	the	murder,	Lloide	fled	to	the	
cemetery	of	the	parish	church	of	St.	Ethelbert	in	Hereford.	Richard	Bromwich,	mayor	
of	Hereford,	immediately	had	the	gates	of	the	City	closed	and	firmly	guarded	and	
ordered	men	to	keep	watch	the	whole	night	at	the	cemetery	and	the	gates	and	in	
other	suspicious	places	in	the	city	with	the	intention	of	taking	him	to	respond	to	the	
felony.	But	nonetheless	somehow	Roger	escaped	from	the	cemetery	and	the	city,	
with	whose	help	the	jurors	do	not	know.

TNA,	KB	9/458,	m.	78	 797

1067 Lloyd David London	 yeoman M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 1532-04-20 Homicide Accessory Coroner’s	inquest	20	Apr.	1532	at	Westminster	within	the	sanctuary	of	the	abbey	
over	the	body	of	William	Pennington,	knight.	The	jurors	found	that	after	Pennington	
had	met	up	with	Richard	Southwell	in	Westminster	Hall	and	they	exchanged	words,	
Pennington	angrily	challenging	Southwell	to	meet	him	outside.	Pennington,	with	six	
retainers,	met	up	with	Richard	Southwell,	who	was	accompanied	by	his	brothers	
Robert	and	Anthony,	Matthew	Fraunsham,	Richard	Wood,	William	Bofeld,	and	David	
Lloyd,	on	a	causeway	between	the	sanctuary	and	Tothill.	An	affray	ensued,	in	the	
course	of	which	Anthony	–	coming	to	the	defence	of	his	brother	Richard,	who	was	on	
the	ground	with	Pennington’s	sword	at	his	throat	–	gave	Pennington	a	mortal	wound	
from	which	he	immediately	died.	The	Southwells	then	took	sanctuary	at	the	abbey	
(even	though	the	felony	took	place	inside	the	sanctuary	precinct,	which	should	have	
been	a	bar).	This	was	a	highly	political	case,	and	this	inquest	report	was	quite	possibly	
a	faked	story;	diplomatic	reports	and	other	sources	suggest	that	the	quarrel	related	to	
disputes	on	the	king's	council	between	the	duke	of	Norfolk	(Southwell's	patron)	and	
the	duke	of	Suffolk	(Pennington's	patron).	The	Southwells	and	their	retainers	all	
presented	a	pardon,	dated	15	June	1532,	in	King’s	Bench	in	Easter	term	1533,	and	
Richard	Southwell	paid	a	fine	of	£1000.	The	pardon	was	confirmed	by	an	act	of	
parliament	in	1534	(25	Hen.	VIII	c.	32).

TNA,	KB	9/520,	m.	12;	KB	
27/1087,	rex	m.	8;	other	
references:	McSheffrey,	
"Slaying	of	William	
Pennington."

947
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1080 Lloyd John Cheshire,	
Utkinton

yeoman M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1539 1539-04-12 Homicide Accessory Coroner’s	inquest	15	Apr.	1539	in	the	parish	of	St.	Giles	without	Cripplegate,	over	
Ralph	Holcrofte,	gentleman,	of	London.	The	jurors	reported	that	there	was	a	quarrel	
between	Sir	John	Done	of	Utkinton,	Cheshire	and	Thomas	Holcroft	of	London,	
esquire;	the	victim	was	Thomas	Holcroft's	servant.	The	jurors	said	that	Done	had	been	
in	St.	Paul’s	cathedral,	along	with	his	retainers	John	Lloyd,	Richard	Hoknell	and	
William	Ryder,	meeting	with	Leonard	Veale,	servant	of	Charles	Brandon,	the	duke	of	
Suffolk	(Veale	apparently	played	no	role	in	what	followed).	Holcroft	and	his	men	were	
also	in	the	cathedral,	and	as	Done	left,	he	and	his	retinue	confronted	Done	on	the	
steps	of	the	cathedral.	In	the	ensuing	affray,	Ralph	Holcroft	was	fatally	wounded	by	
William	Ryder.	The	coroner’s	inquest	jurors	indicated	that	Done	and	his	men	fled	to	
Westminster	for	sanctuary.	The	victim's	brother	Geoffrey	Holcroft	appealed	the	
murder	in	Hillary	1540,	and	his	suit	told	a	different	story:	that	Ralph	Holcroft	had	
been	peacefully	walking	through	Paul's	churchyard	when	he	was	suddenly	beset	by	
Done	and	the	others,	who	had	lain	in	wait	for	him	and	killed	him.	Precisely	what	
happened	following	this	quarrel	is	unclear.	In	July	1539	Sir	John	Done,	along	with	
Thomas	Holcroft,	was	named	as	JP	for	Cheshire,	suggesting	that	the	indictment	was	
not	proceeding.	Following	Geoffrey	Holcroft's	appeal	in	Hillary	1540,	Done,	Lloyd,	and	
Hoknell	were	bailed	(Ryder	may	have	been	at	large,	perhaps	still	in	sanctuary).	From	
Easter	to	Michaelmas	1540	Geoffrey	Holcroft's	appeal	proceeded,	although	when	the	
issue	was	to	be	put	to	a	jury	Holcroft	defaulted	on	the	suit,	at	which	point	the	king's	
attorney	indicated	that	the	king	accepted	all	the	accused's	(including	Ryder's)	not	
guilty	pleas,	and	they	were	free	to	go.	In	Nov.	1540,	the	records	of	the	king's	council	
recorded	an	arbitrated	settlement	between	Done	and	Holcroft	(with	no	indication	of	
the	nature	of	their	quarrel).	Both	Holcroft	and	Done	went	on	to	serve	as	MPs	and	
each	was	active	in	royal	service.	As	Done	was	the	son-in-law	of	Sir	Randall	
Mainwaring	of	Over	Peover,	patron	of	Randall	Mainwaring	of	Swanley,	it	is	likely	that	
the	quarrel	between	Done	and	Holcroft	related	to	the	apparent	assassination	earlier	
that	year	of	Richard	Cholmeley,	also	in	St.	Paul’s	churchyard,	by	members	of	
Mainwaring's	affinity	(see	seeker	IDs	#1073-1077),	who	likewise	fled	to	sanctuary.

TNA,	KB	9/545,	mm.	87-90;	
KB	29/161,	m.	1d;	KB	
27/1115,	plea	m.	21;	LMA,	
Rep.	10,	fol.	95r;	L&P,	
14/1:584-85;	15:348;	
Nicolas,	Proceedings	Privy	
Council,	7:87;	N.	M.	Fuidge,	
"Done,	Sir	John,"	HPO;	R.	
J.W.	Swales,	"Holcroft,	Sir	
Thomas,"	HPO.

954

1605 Lloyd Richard Wales,	
Welshpool

M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1536 Asportation Roland	Lee	and	Thos	Englefield	wrote	to	Cromwell	about	Lloyd,	a	cattle	thief	from	the	
Welsh	marches,	who	had	taken	sanctuary	at	St	Martin	Le	Grand;	they	asked	Cromwell	
to	try	to	persuade	him	to	"forsake	his	sanctuary"	and	stand	trial.

TNA,	SP	1/101,	fol.	170r;	
L&P,	10:72

1388

1430 Lloyd	alias	
Place

David Wales	 M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1536 Homicide Roland	Lee,	president	of	Welsh	council,	wrote	to	Cromwell	about	Lloyd	and	ap	
Eichard	Hokulton,	Welsh	rebels	who	had	fled	to	Westminster;	he	wanted	Cromwell	to	
extract	them	as	he	thought	that	they	had	pleaded	sanctuary	before	and	would	not	be	
able	to	do	so	again.	Cromwell	evidently	complied,	as	within	two	weeks	they	were	
tried	at	Ludlow.

TNA,	SP	1/101,	fols.	18,	100	
(L&P,	10:12,	43)

1264
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909 Loksmyth	
alias	Smyth

Robert Middlesex,	
Westminster

locksmith M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1520 1520-10-30 Felony In	Hillary	term	1521,	Westminster	jurors	presented	at	King's	Bench	that	Wyx,	
Loksmyth,	Stone,	and	Hastyngis,	on	30	Oct.	1520	took	sanctuary	as	"the	king's	felons,"	
being	registered	there	for	those	felonies.	They	stayed	there	until	11	Nov.	1520,	when	
with	the	intention	of	committing	robbery	and	murder	they	left	the	sanctuary	and	on	
12	Nov.	at	night	they	broke	into	the	house	of	John	Bisshop,	chaplain,	at	Kingsbury,	
Midd.,	stealing	a	large	range	of	household	objects,	including	a	missal,	two	bows	and	
two	arrows,	and	a	good	deal	of	linen	and	plate,	worth	33	s	d,	along	with	50s	in	
money.	George	Pepper	of	Kingsbury,	chaplain	and	William	Wrenche	of	Kingsbury,	
yeoman	had	on	11	Nov.	at	Westminster	feloniously	procured	them	to	commit	the	
felony.	Thomas	Wrexham	of	Westminster,	yeoman,	and	William	Broun	of	
Westminster,	smith,	received	them	afterwards,	knowing	that	they	had	committed	the	
felony.	(Wrexham,	ID	#912,	appeared	at	King's	Bench	and	pleaded	sanctuary,	and	was	
restored;	no	record	found	for	fate	of	Wyx,	Loksmyth,	Stone,	and	Hastyngis,	although	
as	Wrexham	was	dragged	from	the	sanctuary	to	face	this	charge	it	does	not	seem	
likely	they	returned	to	Westminster.)

TNA,	KB	9/483	mm.	16-18;	
KB	27/1040,	rex	m.	15

816

1825 Lokyar Robert M Bristol,	St.	
Augustine's	
monastery

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1496 In	a	petition	submitted	to	Chancery,	John	Hewis,	Thomas	Harrys,	John	Dountehame,	
Nicholas	Mason	alias	Sporier,	Richard	Philippys,	Robert	Lokyar,	and	Dominic	Arthur	
complained	that	they	were	arrested	in	June	1496	within	the	sanctuary	precinct	of	St.	
Augustine's	monastery	by	Bristol	civic	officials	in	relation	to	a	trespass	suit	in	the	civic	
court;	it	is	unclear	if	they	had	taken	sanctuary	specifically	in	relation	to	the	trespass	or	
for	some	other	reason.

TNA,	C	1/207/59;	Great	
White	Book	of	Bristol,	43-67;	
Fleming,	"Conflict".

1440

35 Lonysdale Robert Cumbria,	Dent M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1486 1486-07-13 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Robert	Lonysdale	and	Christopher	Lyndesey	
sought	sanctuary	on	13	Jul.	1486	because	in	Nov.	1476	or	1477	they	quarreled	with	
Laurence	Falshed	and	others	by	the	manor	of	Howgill	in	Dent	in	Yorkshire	[now	
Cumbria],	and	one	or	both	of	them	struck	Falshed	in	the	chest	with	a	certain	
"egelome"	and	he	died.	They	sought	(both?)	the	immunity	of	the	church	and	the	
liberty	of	St.	Cuthbert	between	Tyne	and	Tees	for	themeselves	and	their	goods	and	
chattels.

SDSB,	13 31

1858 Lovell Francis Viscount	
Lovell

M Colchester,	St.	
John's	Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1485 Treason Along	with	another	Richard	III	loyalist,	Humphrey	Stafford	(ID	#1099),	Lovell	fled	to	St.	
John's	Abbey	in	Colchester	in	the	wake	of	the	battle	of	Bosworth	in	August	1485	and	a	
subsequent	parliamentary	attainder	for	treason.	By	the	spring	of	1486	Lovell	and	
Stafford	had	left	Colchester,	raising	an	unsuccessful	revolt	against	Henry	VII.	
Following	the	failure	of	that	rising	Lovell	fled	and	it	is	not	certain	what	became	of	him.

Vergil,	Anglica	Historia	(ed.	
Hay),	11-13;	Chrimes,	Henry	
VII,	71;	Peter	Iver	Kaufman,	
“Henry	VII	and	Sanctuary,”	
Church	History	53,	no.	4	
(December	1984):	469;	
McSheffrey,	SS,	48

1349 Lovell John M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 Felony In	the	1532	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Lovell	was	named	as	having	entered	for	
"felony,	of	robbyng	of	churches	and	other."

TNA,	SP	1/70,	fol.	133 1183

1816 Lovelot Thomas Essex,	East	
Tilbury

carpenter M Chartered	
sanctuary

1490 Debt In	a	Chancery	bill,	William	Mongeham	of	Rochester,	Kent,	warden	of	the	bridge,	had	
contracted	with	a	carpenter,	Thomas	Lovelot,	to	build	a	windmill,	and	when	Lovelot	
did	not	deliver	despite	having	been	advanced	payment,	he	sued	him;	others	on	
Lovelot's	behalf,	the	defendants	in	the	suit,	conspired	to	allow	Lovelot	to	escape	into	
an	unnamed	sanctuary	to	avoid	the	lawsuit.	Year	approximate;	range	1486-93	
[petitioner	has	will	dated	1496].	Note	that	a	William	Mongeham	was	the	first	mayor	
of	Rochester	in	1460	(Marshall	Simpkin,	Rochester	in	Parliament,	1295-1933	
[Rochester,	1933),	79).	That	would	fix	the	date	early,	if	it's	the	same	one.	A	William	
Mungham	has	a	will	dated	1496	(R	5.299)	(Jean	Fox,	West	Kent	Wills,	
http://vulpeculox.net/history/willsm.htm).

TNA,	C	1/150/78 1590
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464 Lucas John Durham,	
Bishop	
Auckland

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1501 1501-02-07 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Lucas	sought	sanctuary	on	7	Feb.	1501	for	
the	homicide	of	Simon	Rutter	at	Bishop	Auckland	on	23	Jan.	1501,	with	a	hanger	(a	
knife).

SDSB,	146-47 409

858 Lucas	alias	
Gardener

John Surrey,	
Southwark

yeoman M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1491 1491-02-12 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	in	the	parish	of	St.	Olave,	Southwark,	on	London	Bridge,	on	12	Feb.	
1491,	over	the	body	of	John	Couper.	Jurors	found	that	on	that	same	day	John	Lucas	
alias	Gardener	and	Thomas	Couper	had	assaulted	John	Couper,	each	of	them	giving	
him	a	blow	that	individually	would	have	killed	him,	and	from	which	he	immediately	
died.	Afterwards	they	both	fled	to	St.	Martin	le	Grand	taking	their	weapons	with	
them.	A	writ	dated	10	Oct.	1491	called	this	inquest	up	to	King's	Bench.

TNA,	KB	9/391,	mm.	31-32 770

1256 Lukas John Nottinghamshi
re,	Newark	on	
Trent

gentleman M Church-taking,	
Nottinghamshire
,	Newark	on	
Trent,	
Observantine	
Friars

Taking	church 1526 1526-12-30 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	over	the	body	of	Henry	Kyrkehouse	at	Newark	on	Trent,	Notts.,	3	
Jan.	1527.	The	jurors	found	that	on	30	Dec.	1526	Lukas	had	assaulted	him	with	a	
sword,	giving	him	a	wound	on	his	right	side	that	immediately	killed	him.	Lukas	fled	to	
the	church	of	the	Observantine	friars	at	Newark	for	sanctuary.	Lukas	was	outlawed	on	
27	Jan.	1528,	and	the	township	of	Newark	was	fined	for	his	escape	in	Easter	term	
1529.

TNA,	KB	9/973,	m.	12;	
Hunnisett,	Notts.	Coroners'	
Inquests,	47

1099

248 Lumbert Simon Yorkshire,	
Hinton

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1517 1517-08-04 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Lumbert	sought	sanctuary	on	4	Aug.	1517	
because	on	31	Jul.	1517	in	a	field	in	Kilburn	he	was	assaulted,	and	in	turn	he	struck	
Robert	Fuster	with	a	dagger	under	the	right	breast,	giving	him	a	wound	from	which	he	
immediately	died.	

SDSB,	77 206

1350 Lute Richard draper M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 Debt In	the	1532	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Lute	was	named	as	having	entered	for	
debt.

TNA,	SP	1/70,	fol.	133 1184

1351 Lyane Richard tanner M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 Debt In	the	1532	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Lyane	(labelled	"a	poore	man")	was	
named	as	having	entered	for	debt.

TNA,	SP	1/70,	fol.	133 1185

29 Lycocke Henry Cumbria,	
Penrith	[near]

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1483 1483-11-24 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Lycocke	(identified	only	as	"of	Carlisle	
diocese")	sought	sanctuary	on	24	Nov.	1483	because	on	27	Oct.	1483	in	a	wood	called	
"Whynfell	Parke"	[Whinfell	Forest]	in	Westmoreland,	he	began	a	quarrel	with	John	
Robynson,	also	of	Carlisle	diocese,	and	following	certain	opprobrious	words	between	
them	he	struck	Robynson	with	a	wood	axe	on	the	arm,	from	which	wound	Robynson	
died.

SDSB,	10-11 25

1832 Lyghton John Norfolk,	Great	
Yarmouth

butcher M Church-taking,	
Norfolk,	Great	
Yarmouth,	Friars	
Minor

Taking	church 1462 Homicide On	the	Great	Yarmouth	borough	court	roll	for	1462	is	a	record	from	the	coroners	that	
Lyghton	took	sanctuary	in	the	Franciscan	church	after	having	mortally	wounded	John	
Dam	of	Somerset	near	Wingham,	Kent.

Norfolk	Record	Office,	MS	
Y/C	4/167,	Great	Yarmouth	
Borough	Court	Roll,	1462	-	
1463,	m.	19d	(calendared	on	
TNA	Discovery)

1601

1512 Lymbeke Nicholas Gloucestershir
e,	Cirencester

goldsmith M Church-taking,	
Gloucestershire,	
Cirencester	St.	
John	the	Baptist

Taking	church
Abjuration

Southampt
on

1444 1444-08-26 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	that	Lymbeke	took	sanctuary	at	Cirencester	on	26	Aug.	1444,	
confessing	to	the	coroner	that	the	day	before	he	had	murdered	a	certain	Hugh	
Moowne,	sawyer,	at	Cirencester.	He	abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/250,	m.	38 1331

444 Lynche Thomas Leicestershire,	
Lutterworth

yeoman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1501 1501-12-20 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Lynche	sought	sanctuary	on	20	Dec.	1501	for	
debt.

SDSB,	142 389
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36 Lyndesey Christoph
er

Cumbria,	Dent M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1486 1486-07-13 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Robert	Lonysdale	and	Christopher	Lyndesey	
sought	sanctuary	on	13	Jul.	1486	because	in	Nov.	1476	or	1477	they	quarreled	with	
Laurence	Falshed	and	others	by	the	manor	of	Howgill	in	Dent	in	Yorkshire	[now	
Cumbria],	and	one	or	both	of	them	struck	Falshed	in	the	chest	with	a	certain	
"egelome"	and	he	died.	They	sought	(both?)	the	immunity	of	the	church	and	the	
liberty	of	St.	Cuthbert	between	Tyne	and	Tees	for	themeselves	and	their	goods	and	
chattels.

SDSB,	13 31

176 Lynsay	alias	
Hakbury

John Yorkshire,	
York

merchant M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1509 1509-11-14 Debt Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Lynsay	sought	sanctuary	on	14	Nov.	1509	for	
indebtedness	to	diverse	creditors	whom	he	cannot	satisfy.

SDSB,	56 143

1847 Lyse John Norfolk,	
Norwich

hatter M Church-taking,	
Essex,	
Finchingfield	St.	
Peter

Taking	church
Abjuration

Great	
Yarmouth

1520 1520-05-08 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	8	May	1520	Lyse	took	the	church	of	St.	Peter	in	
Finchingfield,	Essex,	and	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	6	May	1520,	he	broke	into	
the	house	of	Thomas	Horrell	at	Sible	Hedigham,	Essex,	with	force	and	arms,	and	stole	
a	silver	belt	worth	20s.	He	abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/482,	m.	99 1614

1563 Lytman Thomas M Church-taking,	
Somerset,	
Yeovilton

Taking	church 1504 1504-04-30 Felony Also	escape	
from	gaol

In	Somerset	on	29	Jul.	1504,	John	Benet	of	Rode,	Somerset,	husbandman,	constable	
of	the	town	of	Rode	and	under-bailiff	to	Thomas	Justice,	bailiff	of	the	town	of	Rode;	
and	John	Humfrey	of	Rode,	husbandman,	on	30	Apr.	1504	arrested	Thomas	Lytman	at	
Yeovilton	for	felonies	on	which	he	had	been	indicted.	Benet	and	Humfrey,	however,	
negligently	permitted	Lytman's	escape	and	he	fled	to	the	parish	church	of	Yeovilton.	
Benet	and	Humfrey	were	thus	indicted	(the	indictment	handed	up	to	King's	Bench	on	
28	Jan.	1505).

TNA,	KB	9/436,	m.	66 1365

233 Machell George Cumbria,	
Torpenhow

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1516 1516-11-15 Homicide Self-defence Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Machell	sought	sanctuary	on	15	Nov.	1516	
because	on	31	Oct.	1516	at	Torpenhow	he	had	been	assaulted,	and	in	his	own	self-
defence	he	struck	Richard	Smyth	in	the	thigh	with	a	lancestaff,	from	which	wound	
Smyth	died	the	following	day.

SDSB,	73 195

80 Machon Henry Derbyshire,	
Eckington

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1498 1498-11-18 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Machon	sought	sanctuary	on	18	Nov.	1498,	
because	on	8	December	1497	a	certain	John	Gyly	also	of	Eckington	had	assaulted	him,	
or	rather	they	assaulted	one	another,	and	Machon	feloniously	wounded	the	said	John	
Gyly	in	the	head	with	a	"dicker."	He		supposed	that	Gyly	died	from	the	blow,	and	so	
he	sought	sanctuary	in	case	he	was	indicted	for	the	homicide.	This	is	probably	the	
same	Henry	Machon	of	Derbyshire	[ID	#449]	who	also	sought	sanctuary	in	1498	
(probably	earlier	that	year;	the	entry	is	undated)	at	Beverley,	for	"security	of	his	
body."

SDSB,	31 71

449 Machon Henry Derbyshire,	
Sheffield[?]

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1498 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Henry	Machon	of	Sheffield,	Derbyshire,	
sought	sanctuary	at	Beverley	for	the	security	of	his	body.	[Undated;	previous	and	
subsequent	entries	dated	March	and	May	1498.]	Probably	the	same	Henry	Machon	of	
Derbyshire	[ID	#80]	who	also	sought	sanctuary	at	Durham	18	Nov.	1498	for	homicide.

SDSB,	143 394
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1073 Mainwaring	
or	
Maynwaryn
g

John London	 gentleman M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1539 1539-01-31 Homicide Coroner’s	inquest	convened	10	Feb.	1539	in	St.	Gregory’s	parish	in	London	over	the	
body	of	Richard	Cholmeley,	gentleman.	The	jurors	reported	that	on	31	Jan.	1539	at	9	
am,	Cholmeley	had	been	attacked	and	killed	in	the	churchyard	of	St.	Paul’s	cathedral	
by	five	men,	John	Mainwaring,	Robert	Jones,	Thomas	Potter,	William	Edwards,	and	
Hugh	Griffith.	They	gave	him	a	wound	on	the	back	of	his	head	that	penetrated	to	his	
brain,	from	which	wound	he	died	on	9	Feb.	Following	their	deeds,	the	jurors	reported,	
the	perpetrators	fled.	The	jurors	also	reported	that	the	killing	had	been	
commissioned	by	another	party,	Randall	Mainwaring,	gentleman,	of	Swanley,	
Cheshire.	The	King’s	Bench	coram	rege	roll	records	the	appearance	at	London	gaol	
delivery	on	15	Feb.	1539	of	the	five	perpetrators.	John	Mainwaring	pleaded	
sanctuary,	indicating	that	following	the	killing	he	and	the	others	had	fled	to	
Westminster,	but	that	shortly	before	their	appearance	at	the	London	gaol	delivery	
they	had	all	been	seized	on	the	orders	of	Thomas	Cromwell	and	brought	before	the	
court.	Mainwaring	prayed	to	be	restored;	his	fellows	all	merely	“trusted	to	God”	that	
they	would	have	their	privilege.	As	Cromwell	was	amongst	the	justices	at	gaol	delivery	
to	whom	Mainwaring	and	the	others	made	this	plea,	it	is	no	surprise	–	although	
contrary	to	the	established	law	of	the	time	–	that	Mainwaring	and	the	others	were	
refused	(their	pleas	ruled	insufficient	in	law).	They	were	summarily	pronounced	guilty	
(their	cases	were	not	put	to	a	jury)	and	they	were	hanged.	When	Randall	Mainwaring	
faced	his	charge	as	accessory	in	Michaelmas	1539,	he	was	acquitted	by	a	jury.	
Cholmeley’s	death	came	as	part	of	a	Cheshire	feud,	both	factional	and	personal:	
Cholmely	was	Randall	Mainwaring’s	brother-in-law,	and	they	were	on	opposite	sides	
in	a	violent	dispute	in	that	county	in	the	later	1530s.	See	McSheffrey,	SS ,	ch.	7,	for	a	
full	discussion	of	this	case	and	the	significance	of	this	breach	of	sanctuary.

TNA,	KB	9/541,	mm.	85-7;	KB	
27/1112,	rex	m.	9;	
McSheffrey,	SS,	167-80

952

896 Makan Richard Gloucestershir
e,	Gloucester

cobbler M Church-taking,	
Gloucestershire,	
Gloucester,	St.	
John	the	Baptist

Taking	church
Abjuration

Southampt
on

1511 1511-11-14 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	14	Nov.	1511	Makan	took	the	parish	church	of	St.	
John	the	Baptist	in	Gloucester,	and	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	4	Mar.	1511	with	
force	and	arms,	at	Charing	Cross	in	Middlesex,	he	had	assaulted	William	Northen,	
Kendalman,	with	a	staff,	killing	him.	He	abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/461,	m.	27 805

796 Makerell Richard soldier M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1414 1414-02-02 Debt Coroner's	report	of	Makerell's	confession	(as	approver),	in	which	he	claimed	that	
when	he	was	in	sanctuary	at	Westminster	(as	a	debtor)	in	1414,	the	archdeacon	of	
Westminster	tried	to	recruit	Makerell,	Robert	Bolle	(ID	#1277),	and	William	Tuttebury	
(ID	#1278)	for	Sir	John	Oldcastle's	revolt	against	the	crown.	

TNA,	KB	9/205/1,	m.	15 722

801 Malbon Henry Cheshire,	
Nantwich

tailor	alias	
soldier

M Church-taking,	
London,	St.	
Mary	
Woolchurch

Taking	church 1419 1419-05-07 Homicide Two	records	--	coroner's	inquest	and	inquest	before	London	sheriffs	--	report	that	
three	men	from	Cheshire	and	Derbyshire	lay	in	wait	for	and	killed	Nicholas	Blundell,	a	
gentleman	from	Guernsey,	on	7	May	1419	in	London.	One	of	the	three,	Henry	
Malbon,	fled	to	sanctuary	at	St.	Mary	Woolchurch,	while	the	other	two	were	arrested.

TNA,	KB	9/83,	m.	23	;	KB	
9/215/1,	mm.	30-31

727

939 Malpas John Kent,	
Tunbridge

labourer M Church-taking,	
Sussex,	Battle	
Abbey

Taking	church
Abjuration

Rye 1520 1520-05-29 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	29	May	1520	at	Battle,	Sussex,	within	the	liberty	of	
the	abbot	of	Battle,	Malpas	took	the	monastery	church	at	Battle	and	sought	a	
coroner,	to	whom	he	confessed	that	on	20	Sept.	1509	he	had	(along	with	three	other	
men)	murdered	an	unknown	man	at	Berwick	on	Tweed.	He	abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/482,	m.	105 837

279 Man John Northumberla
nd,	Rock

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1519 1519-08-03 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	John	Hogeson,	John	Man,	and	Robert	Hoton,	
sought	sanctuary	on	3	Aug.1519	because	around	21	March	1519,	between	Embleton	
and	Newton[-by-the-Sea],	they	killed	Edward	Weytman	with	two	spears.	A	1521	bill	of	
information	sent	to	Wolsey	on	Northumbrian	murderers	reported	that	Robert	Huton,	
[blank]	Thew,	and	others	were	indicted	for	the	murder	of	Edward	Wetewang,	for	
which	an	appeal	had	been	entered,	and	that	they	were	in	sanctuary	in	Durham.

SDSB,	84-85;	TNA,	SP	1/23,	
fol.	229	(L&P,	3/2:822)

229
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34 Manfeeld James Durham,	
Wycliffe

gentleman M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1486 1486-02-25 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Manfeeld	sought	sanctuary	25	Feb.	1486	
because	near	the	town	of	Ovington	(then	Yorks.,	now	Durham)	around	26	Jan.	1486	
he	along	with	others	assaulted	Sir	Roland	Mebburn,	chaplain,	the	rector	of	Wycliffe.	
He	feloniously	struck	him	with	a	welsh	bill	and	gave	him	a	mortal	wound.

SDSB,	12-13 30

1437 Mangini James Italy,	Florence M Beaulieu Chartered	
Sanctuary

1537 Thomas,	abbot	of	Beaulieu,	wrote	to	Cromwell	in	answer	to	a	command	to	"deliver	
the	body"	of	Florentine	James	Mangini.	He	says	he	would	have	done	this	"gladlye,"	
but	Mangini	had	departed	from	the	sanctuary	privily	before	this	could	be	done.	
Mangini	hid	in	woods	and	bushes	and	was	eventually	found	in	a	hay	barn	and	
delivered	up	within	a	week	to	Cromwell.	Neither	Mangini's	reason	for	sanctuary-
seeking,	or	the	reason	for	the	abbot's	ready	surrender	of	the	seeker	to	Cromwell	is	
clear.

TNA,	SP	1/125,	fols.	8r,	44rv	
(L&P,	12/2:259,	273)

1271

594 Manoryng Thomas Yorkshire,	
Cloughton

labourer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1523 1523-03-10 Asportation Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Manoryng	sought	sanctuary	on	10	Mar.	1523	
for	theft.

SDSB,	173 527

1634 Marchall John Northamptons
hire,	Newton	
by	Higham	
Ferrers

husbandman M Church-taking,	
Northamptonshi
re,	Newton	by	
Higham	Ferrers

Taking	church
Abjuration

Southampt
on

1433 1433-10-24 Asportation Entry	on	patent	roll	indicates	Marchall	had	taken	church	on	24	Oct.	1433	for	a	sheep	
theft	a	month	before,	and	abjured.	He	was	pardoned	12	July	1439;	it	was	inscribed	on	
the	pardon	that	"he	has	now	the	greatest	horror	of	his	ill	deeds,	intending	to	avoid	all	
such	in	future,	and	has	with	tears	and	sighs	besought	the	king's	mercy,"	which	was	
granted	to	him.

CPR	1436-41,	275-76 1415

1093 Marchall William Leicestershire,	
Claxton	[Long	
Clawson]

M Church-taking,	
Leicestershire,	
Claxton	[Long	
Clawson],	St.	
Remigius

Taking	church
Abjuration

Dover 1412 1412-08-26 Asportation Coroner's	roll	for	Leicestershire	records	that	Marchall	fled	to	the	church	of	St.	
Remigius	on	26	Aug.	1412	and	confessed	burglary	to	the	coroner.	He	abjured.

TNA,	JUST	2/61,	rot.	6 965

1401 Marche William M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1531 Homicide In	the	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Marche	is	identified	as	having	entered	for	
murder,	c.	1531.

TNA,	SP	1/238,	fols.	72-73 1235

1072 Margettes John London	 gentleman M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1534 1534-10-19 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	19	Oct.	1534	in	the	parish	of	St.	Andrew	Holborn,	London,	over	the	
body	of	John	Yaxley	of	Barnard's	Inn,	gentleman.	The	jurors	reported	that	on	18	Oct.		
Yaxley	had	been	at	Barnard's	Inn	in	God's	peace	and	the	king's	when	about	4pm	
Margettes,	also	of	Barnard's	Inn,	assaulted	him	with	precogitated	malice,	stabbing	
him	in	the	left	side	of	the	stomach,	a	wound	from	which	Yaxley	died	the	next	morning	
at	dawn.	Margettes	immediately	fled	to	Westminster	Abbey.	Yaxley's	brother	and	
heir	Richard	Yaxley	appealed	the	murder,	but	Margettes	could	not	be	found	to	face	
the	appeal	through	many	terms	up	until	Michaelmas	1539	(perhaps	remaining	in	
sanctuary	at	Westminster	through	this	period?).	On	8	Nov.	1546,	Margettes	was	
pardoned	for	the	murder.

TNA,	KB	9/531,	mm.	54-55;	
KB	27/113,	m.	44d;	John	H.	
Baker,	The	Men	of	Court	
1440	to	1550,	3	vols.,	Selden	
Society,	Supplementary	
Series	18	(London:	Selden	
Society,	2012),	1059;	L&P,	
21/2:235

951

1628 Mariot William Cambridgeshir
e,	Buckden

butcher M Church-taking,	
Cambridgeshire,	
Offord

Taking	church
Abjuration

1406 1406-04-27 Asportation The	patent	roll	records	that	Mariot	was	pardoned	in	1408	for	a	horse	theft	at	
Sibthorpe	for	which	on	27	Apr.	1406	he	had	taken	church,	confessed	to	the	coroner,	
and	abjured.

CPR	1405-08,	441 1409

1553 Markeham William Buckinghamsh
ire,	Stony	
Stratford

tailor M Church-taking,	
Berkshire,	
Wallingford,	All	
Hallows

Taking	church 1497 1497-10-04 Homicide Also	escape	
from	gaol

On	4	Oct.	1497,	according	to	an	indictment	in	Hillary	term	1499,	Nicholas	Carpenter,	
Thomas	Morys,	Nicholas	Sare,	William	Markeham,	Thomas	Curteys,	and	John	
Burbridge,	who	had	all	been	imprisoned	in	Wallingford	castle	in	Berkshire,	escaped,	
through	the	negligence	of	the	gaolkeeper	Geoffrey	Halewell	(who	was	the	person	
indicted).	From	the	castle	they	ran	into	the	cemetery	of	the	church	of	All	Hallows,	just	
outside	the	castle.	Markeham	had	been	indicted	for	a	murder	in	Buckinghamshire.

TNA,	KB	9/419,	m.	50;	TNA,	
KB	27/964,	rex	m.	8d	
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988 Markes Robert Hampshire,	
Subberton

yeoman M SJJ:	Baddesley	
Preceptory,	
Hants.

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1527 1527-06-08 Asportation At	gaol	delivery	at	Winchester,	15	Jul.	1527,	Markes	was	indicted	as	an	accessory	to	a	
string	of	roberies	over	the	previous	two	years.	He	pleaded	sanctuary	at	gaol	delivery;	
he	said	that	he	had	fled	to	a	dwelling	house	at	the	Hospitaller	commandery	at	
Baddesley,	Hants.,	and	claimed	its	privilege.	He	said	that	less	than	three	weeks	after	
he	had	taken	sanctuary	there,	he	was	seized	by	the	under-sheriff	of	Hants.,	and	
brought	to	the	king's	gaol	at	Winchester.	The	justices	at	gaol	delivery	sent	this	up	to	
KB	for	Michaelmas	1527,	but	the	controlment	roll	indicates	that	the	justices	there	
returned	the	case	to	Winchester.	The	case	came	up	again	there	in	Lent	1528,	and	he	
made	the	same	plea,	and	again,	the	justices	at	gaol	delivery	did	not	rule.	Finally	in	
Easter	1529	Markes	appeared	before	King's	Bench	and	presented	a	pardon,	and	was	
released.

TNA,	KB	9/504,	m.	3;	KB	
29/159,	m.	22d;	KB	9/509,	
mm.	3-4;	KB	29/161,	m.	6;	KB	
27/1071,	rex	m.	6;	
McSheffrey,	SS,	107

885

541 Marryk John Yorkshire,	
Pickhill

yeoman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1480 1480-11-30 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Marryk	sought	sanctuary	on	30	Nov.	1480	for	
the	death	of	Richard	Bayne	of	the	same	place,	killed	by	him	on	13	Nov.	1480.

SDSB,	162 476

538 Marshall John Oxfordshire,	
Banbury

painter M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1479 1479-12-14 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Marshall	sought	sanctuary	on	14	Dec.	1479	
for	the	death	of	a	man,	whose	name	is	unknown	to	him,	killed	by	him	in	a	certain	pit	
[delva]	by	Stony	Stratford,	Bucks.,	on	13	Dec.

SDSB,	161-62 474

495 Marshall Simon Lincolnshire,	
Partney

butcher M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1486 1486-04-04 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Marshall	sought	sanctuary	on	4	Apr.	1486	
and	acknowledged	the	killing	of	Robert	Reesby	of	Horsington,	Lincs.,	weaver,	with	a	
dagger,	on	17	Feb.	1486,	in	a	field	at	Horsington.

SDSB,	153 437

380 Marshall Thomas Middlesex,	
Kensington

labourer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1511 1511-03-29 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Marshall	sought	sanctuary	on	29	Mar.	1511	
for	debt.

SDSB,	129 328

579 Marshall Thomas Nottinghamshi
re,	South	[?]

gentleman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1516 1516-05-28 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Marshall	sought	sanctuary	on	28	May	1516	
for	debt.

SDSB,	170 512

1402 Marshall Thomas M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 1533-05-18 Felony In	the	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Marshall	was	named	as	having	entered	for	
felony,	about	two	weeks	before	(i.e.	~18	May	1533).

TNA,	SP	1/238,	fols.	72-73 1236

1525 Marten John London	 yeoman M Church-taking,	
Surrey,	
Southwark,	St.	
Olave

Taking	church
Abjuration

Portsmouth 1489 1489-01-25 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	dated	26	Jan.	1489	that	Marten	took	sanctuary	at	St.	Olave,	
Southwark,	on	25	Jan.	1489.	He	confessed	that	the	previous	6	Jan.	at	Kilburn,	Midd.,	
he	had	feloniously	killed	William	Alwen	alias	Aleyn.	Marten	abjured	and	was	sent	on	
his	way	to	Portsmouth	to	leave	the	realm.	Later	that	same	day,	however,	he	was	
arrested	by	the	constable	of	Lambeth	--	Marten	later	claiming	in	King's	Bench	that	he	
was	seized	as	he	made	his	way	along	the	king's	road	on	his	way	to	Portsmouth,	the	
crown	conversely	arguing	that	he	had	left	the	king's	road	and	was	taken	because	he	
was	not	proceeding	to	his	port.	He	was	put	in	the	Marshalsea,	and	when	his	case	
came	up	at	King's	Bench	in	Easter	1490,	it	was	to	be	put	to	a	jury,	but	I	have	found	no	
indication	of	an	outcome	at	that	point.	Almost	two	decades	later,	in	November	1507,	
however,	Marten	again	appeared	before	King's	Bench	and	was	again	charged	with	
having	been	found	in	the	realm	following	the	same	1489	abjuration,	and	on	this	
occasion	he	presented	a	royal	pardon	and	thus	was	released.	Where	he	had	been	in	
the	meantime	--	whether	he	was	restored	to	his	road	to	his	port	to	abjure	and	then	
was	subsequently	found	back	in	England	again;	or	had	escaped	from	the	Marshalsea	
prison;	or	had	been	held	there	from	1489	(the	least	likely	scenario,	perhaps?)	--	is	
unclear.	

TNA,	KB	9/380,	mm.	22-23;	
KB	27/915,	rex	m.	5d;	KB	
29/119,	m.	11;	KB	27/985,	
rex	m.	18

1343

1448 Martin Nicholas Italy merchant M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1423 Debt William	Fromond,	vintner,	petitioned	the	London	mayor's	court	complaining	that	
John	Derke	of	London	warranted	that	Nicholas	Martin,	a	Lombard,	was	sufficient	to	
pay	for	a	large	wine	order,	although	he	knew	that	Martin	was	in	sanctuary	at	SMLG	
and	could	not	pay.

LMA,	CLA/024/02/003/41 1283

1403 Martyn Robert M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 1533-03-01 Felony In	the	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Martyn	was	named	as	having	entered	for	
felony,	about	a	quarter	of	a	year	before	(~early	Mar.	1533).

TNA,	SP	1/238,	fols.	72-73 1237
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367 Martynson James Yorkshire,	
Welwick

labourer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1510 1510-12-24 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Martynson	sought	sanctuary	on	24	Dec.	1510	
for	the	homicide	of	John	Lewes	of	Welwickthorpe,	labourer.

SDSB,	126 315

818 Mason John Berkshire,	
Bodmin

labourer M Church-taking,	
London,	St.	
Michael	

Taking	church
Abjuration

1436 Asportation The	coroner's	memorandum	is	largely	illegible,	but	it	and	the	writ	attached	to	it	
(dated	24	Oct.	1438)	indicate	that	John	Mason	of	Bodmin,	Berks.,	laborer,	admitted	to	
thefts	before	the	coroner	of	the	city	of	London	after	he	had	fled	to	a	church	
dedicated	to	St.	Michael,	and	then	he	abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/230A,	mm.	72-73 744

1040 Mason Richard Oxfordshire,	
Wendlebury

labourer M Culham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1531 1531-03-15 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	at	Stratton	Audley	on	17	Mar.	1531,	over	the	body	of	William	
Kempsale	of	Stratton	Audley,	carpenter.	The	jurors	reported	that	Mason	had	on	15	
Mar.	about	7pm	assaulted	and	killed	him.	Immediately	afterwards,	Mason	fled	to	the	
sanctuary	at	Culham.

TNA,	KB	9/517,	m.	90 933

1257 Mason Thomas London	 grocer M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1425 Debt The	London	Plea	and	Memoranda	Roll	records	the	release	of	apprentice	Laurence	
Smith	from	his	contract	with	Thomas	Mason,	grocer,	because	Mason	had	withdrawn	
to	"the	privileged	place	of	St.	Martin	le	Grand,"	had	lost	his	shop,	and	had	not	
arranged	for	another	master	to	take	the	apprentice	on.	Debt	as	the	reason	for	
Mason's	sanctuary	is	surmised	from	context.

CPMR,	4:180 1100

1823 Mason	alias	
Sporier

Nicholas M Bristol,	St.	
Augustine's	
monastery

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1496 In	a	petition	submitted	to	Chancery,	John	Hewis,	Thomas	Harrys,	John	Dountehame,	
Nicholas	Mason	alias	Sporier,	Richard	Philippys,	Robert	Lokyar,	and	Dominic	Arthur	
complained	that	they	were	arrested	in	June	1496	within	the	sanctuary	precinct	of	St.	
Augustine's	monastery	by	Bristol	civic	officials	in	relation	to	a	trespass	suit	in	the	civic	
court;	it	is	unclear	if	they	had	taken	sanctuary	specifically	in	relation	to	the	trespass	or	
for	some	other	reason.

TNA,	C	1/207/59;	Great	
White	Book	of	Bristol,	43-67;	
Fleming,	"Conflict".

1440

1196 Massy Peter Cheshire,	
Wharton

yeoman M Beverley	
(abjuration	from	
Leicestershire,	
Leicester	St.	
John	the	Baptist)

Taking	church
Abjuration	to	
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 1533-01-13 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	13	Jan.	1533	Massy	took	the	church	of	St.	John	the	
Baptist	in	Leicester.	He	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	in	early	December	1532	he	had	
stolen	some	shirts	in	Leicestershire,	had	been	arrested	and	committed	to	gaol	in	
Leicester,	but	on	19	Dec.	1532	he	broke	out	of	gaol.	He	abjured,	was	branded,	and	
chose	Beverley.	He	took	church	and	abjured	from	the	same	church	and	on	the	same	
day	as	Hugh	Ratclyff	(ID	#1197),	who	had	also	broken	out	of	the	Leicester	gaol.	Both	
chose	Beverley,	but	neither	are	in	Beverley	sanctuary	register.

TNA,	KB	9/523,	m.	24;	KB	
29/166,	m.	4

1052

258 Massy Robert Cheshire,	
Waverton

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1518 1518-06-15 Homicide Accessory Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Robert	Massy,	Nicholas	Leythfote,	Randall	
Flecher	alias	Richardson,	and	Richard	Keyrfote	sought	sanctuary	on	15	Jun.	1518	
because	on	29	Jun.	4	years	before	(1514)	at	Huntington	Park	in	Cheshire,	they	were	
accessories	to	Thomas	Mulnesse	as	he	struck	Thomas	Huchen	alias	Parkar,	the	parker	
of	Huntington	park,	with	a	crabtree	staff.	Huchen	died	three	weeks	later.

SDSB,	79-80 214

402 Massynden Edmund Lincolnshire,	
Binbrook

gentleman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1491 1491-03-15 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Massynden	sought	sanctuary	on	15	Mar.	
1491	for	killing	George	Mody.

SDSB,	133 347

373 Mateson Thomas Yorkshire,	
Stamford	
Bridge

tailor M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1511 1511-07-18 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Mateson	sought	sanctuary	on	18	Jul.	1511	for	
the	homicide	of	John	Pott,	also	of	Stamford	Bridge,	labourer.

SDSB,	127-28 321

1006 Mathew John Staffordshire,	
Tamworth

yeoman M Church-taking,	
London,	All	
Hallows	Bread	
Street

Taking	church
Abjuration

Dover 1527 1527-04-12 Homicide Also	robbery Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	12	Apr.	1527	Mathew	took	the	parish	church	of	All	
Saints	Bread	Street	in	London.	He	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	11	Feb.	1527	at	
Thame,	Oxon.,	he	had	assaulted	a	certain	priest	vulgarly	called	Sir	Banger,	giving	him	
a	mortal	wound.	Also	on	16	Jun.	[1526?]	at	West	Smithfield	in	the	parish	of	St.	
Sepulchre	he	had	assaulted	a	certain	woman,	the	wife	of	Robert	Sampson	of	the	
parish	of	St.	Giles	without	Cripplegate,	sherman,	and	stole	£6	from	her	and	a	man's	
gown	trimmed	with	black	lamb	from	another	unknown	man.	He	abjured.	In	Easter	
1528	he	appeared	before	King's	Bench,	and	acknowledged	that	he	had	been	found	
within	the	realm	after	abjuration,	but	had	a	pardon	from	the	king.	He	thus	went	sine	
die.

TNA,	KB	9/506/1,	m.	115-16;	
KB	27/1067,	rex	m.	4
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1860 Mathewe Thomas M Church-taking,	
Middlesex,	
Kensington,	St.	
Mary

Taking	church
Abjuration

1510 1510-05-13 Asportation A	Middlesex	jury	presented	that	Richard	Sandy	(ID	#876)	and	Thomas	Mathewe	had	
been	arrested	at	Kensington	on	13	May	1510	on	suspicion	of	horse	theft,	but	then	
both	Sandy	and	Mathewe	had	escaped	and	gone	into	St.	Mary's	church	in	Kensington	
and	abjured.	Although	a	coroner's	memorandum	for	Sandy's	abjuration	was	
submitted	to	King's	Bench	-	as	he	was	later	caught	in	the	realm	-	none	has	been	found	
for	Mathewe.

TNA,	KB	9/467,	m.7 786

1404 Mathison John M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 1533-05-24 Felony In	the	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	John	Mathison	(ID	#1404)	and	James	
Bowley	(ID	#1376)	were	named	together	as	having	entered	for	felony,	about	one	
week	before	(~24	May	1533).

TNA,	SP	1/238,	fols.	72-73 1238

1755 Mavis Thomas Cheshire,	
Bunbury,	
Alpraham

tailor M Church-taking,	
Cambridgeshire,	
Chippenham

Taking	church
Abjuration

Harwich 1526 1526-10-25 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	on	25	Oct.	1526	at	Chippenham,	Cambs.,	that	Thomas	Mavys	
(ID	#1755),	Thomas	Willyams	(ID	#1756),	and	John	Beche	(ID	#1757)	took	the	parish	
church	of	Chippenham.	Mavis	admitted	to	the	coroner	that	on	29	Sept.	1526	he	had	
stolen	a	horse	worth	26s	8d	from	an	unknown	man	at	Markyate	in	Hertfordshire.	
Willyams	confessed	that	on	3	Mar.	1526	he	had	broken	into	the	house	and	close	of	
Thomas	Parkar	at	Salisbury	and	stolen	two	horses	worth	40s	apiece.	And	Beche	
admitted	that	on	3	Oct.	1526	he	had	stolen	a	horse	worth	20s	from	Gravesend	in	
Kent.	All	abjured	and	all	were	assigned	Harwich	as	their	port.	As	they	were	travelling	
together	but	were	from	different	places	and	had	committed	their	crimes	in	different	
places	and	different	times,	it	is	possible	they	had	all	escaped	from	prison.

TNA,	KB	9/974,	m.	8	 1533

430 Mawndeville William cook M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1495 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Mawndeville	sought	sanctuary	at	Beverley	
for	debt.	The	entry	is	undated,	with	the	previous	entry	dated	July	1495.

SDSB,	139 375

1221 Maxvyle Robert London	 tailor M Beverley	
(abjuration	from	
Hertfordshire,	
Layston	by	
Buntingford,	St.	
Bartholomew)

Taking	church
Abjuration	to	
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1535 1535-04-15 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	15	Apr.	1535	Warbarton	and	Maxvyle	took	the	
parish	church	of	St.	Bartholomew	at	Layston	by	Buntingford,	Herts.	They	confessed	
separately	that	on	15	Apr.	they	had	both	assaulted	an	unknown	man,	stealing	four	
pieces	of	say	cloth	and	other	goods,	on	the	high	road	towards	London	at	Buntingford.	
They	abjured,	were	branded,	and	both	chose	the	sanctuary	at	Beverley.	(Neither	
appear	in	the	Beverley	register.)

TNA,	KB	9/533,	m.	108;	KB	
29/168,	m.	27

1071

685 Mayd William Yorkshire,	
Doncaster

labourer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1527 1527-04-01 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Mayd	sought	sanctuary	on	1	Apr.	1527	for	
debt.

SDSB,	190 616

932 Maydebury Richard Northamptons
hire,	
Wellingboroug
h

shoemaker M Church-taking,	
Northamptonshi
re,	Finedon

Taking	church
Abjuration

Dover 1519 1519-10-06 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	6	Oct.	1519	at	"Thyngden"	[Finedon],	Northants.,	
Maydebury	took	the	parish	church.	He	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	12	Dec.	1500	
he	had	stolen	60	pairs	of	shoes	from	Thomas	Colyn	at	Northampton,	and	a	number	of	
other	thefts.	He	abjured.	

TNA,	KB	9/477,	m.	98 830

267 Mayll George Northumberla
nd,	
Warkworth

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1519 1519-03-31 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Mayll	sought	sanctuary	on	31	Mar.	1519	
because	on	5	Mar.	at	Bilton	Moor	in	the	parish	of	"Lesberye"	he	struck	a	certain	Alan	
Elder	on	the	left	arm	and	leg	with	a	sword	because	Elder	had	assaulted	him.	Elder	
died	within	23	days.	Two	other	men,	Anthony	Heron	(ID	#265)	and	Robert	Gray	(ID	
#266)	had	sought	sanctuary	about	a	week	before	as	accessories	for	the	same	
homicide.

SDSB,	81 219

930 Maynard William Somerset,	
Norton

stringer M SJJ:	Preceptory	
of	Minchin	
Buckland,	
Somerset

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1517 1517-08-05 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	at	Norton,	Somerset,	in	the	bishop's	liberty	in	Taunton,	on	5	Aug.	
1517,	over	the	body	of	Richard	Dier	of	Taunton,	labourer.	The	jurors	reported	that	on	
that	same	day	around	8	am	at	Norton,	Maynard	assaulted	and	killed	him.	Afterwards,	
Maynard	fled	to	the	sanctuary	of	St.	John	the	Baptist	at	Buckland	(i.e.	the	Hospitaller	
preceptory	of	Minchin	Buckland).	The	controlment	roll	indicates	that	Maynard	was	
outlawed	9	Apr.	1521.

TNA,	KB	9/476,	m.	94;	KB	
29/150,	m.	22;	McSheffrey,	
SS,	97
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1225 Mayson Hugh Yorkshire,	
Ampleforth

mercer M Bewdley	
(abjuration	from	
Yorkshire,	
Tadcaster)

Taking	church
Abjuration	to	
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1537 1537-11-12 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	12	Nov.	1537	Mayson	took	the	parish	church	of	
Tadcaster.	He	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	8	Sept.	1537	at	Charleston	in	the	West	
Riding	he	stole	a	horse.	He	abjured,	was	branded,	and	chose	"Beudley,"	with	a	later	
hand	writing	in	"Warwickshire."

TNA,	KB	9/539,	m.	100;	KB	
29/171,	m.	2d

1075

1692 Medewe Geoffrey Middlesex,	
Chelsea

clerk M SJJ:	New	Temple Chartered	
Sanctuary
Ambiguous

1434 1434-08-06 Escape	from	
custody

The	constables	of	the	town	of	Chelsea	reported	that	on	6	Aug.	1434	they	arrested	
Medewe	at	the	order	of	JP	for	Middlesex	to	face	a	trespass	suit,	but	he	escaped	from	
custody	while	being	conveyed	towards	Newgate	gaol	and	ran	to	the	New	Temple.	In	
Hillary	term	1435	the	constables	paid	a	fine	of	100s.	for	the	trespass	and	escape.

TNA,	KB	9/1049,	m.	32;	KB	
27/695,	Fines;	KB	29/68,	m.	
1

1473

307 Medley Thomas Staffordshire,	
Lichfield

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1515 1515-03-19 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Medley	sought	sanctuary	on	19	Mar.	1515	
for	debt.

SDSB,	113 255

633 Melton Richard Lincolnshire,	
Louth

smith M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1523 1523-11-29 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	recors	that	Melton	sought	sanctuary	on	29	Nov.	1523	for	
the	"murderation	[murderatione]"	of	Robert	Lancaster	of	Haugham,	Lincs.,	pardoner.

SDSB,	180 564

30 Menell Robert Yorkshire,	
Hilton[?]

yeoman M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1484 1484-06-14 Homicide Self-defence Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Menell	sought	sanctuary	on	14	Jun.	1484	
because	near	the	town	of	Hilton	in	Yorkshire	he	struck	a	certain	John	Ayr	on	the	head,	
in	self-defence,	with	a	dagger,	from	which	blow	he	believed	Ayr	died.

SDSB,	11 26

1229 Mere Robert Cambridgeshir
e,	Cambridge

labourer M Westminster	
Abbey	
(abjuration	from	
Cambridgeshire,	
Barrington)

Abjuration	to	
Chartered	
Sanctuary
Taking	church

1541 1541-10-04 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	at	Barrington,	Cambs.,	that	on	4	Oct.	1541	Mere	took	the	
cemetery	of	the	parish	church	of	Barrington.	he	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	3	
Oct.,	at	Cambridge,	he	stole	a	grey	horse	from	John	Wulward	of	the	same	city.	He	
abjured,	was	branded,	and	was	assigned	the	city	of	Westminster,	which	was	his	
choice.

TNA,	KB	9/979,	m.	171;	KB	
29/175,	m.	6

1079

1662 Meredith	
alias	Bowyer

Richard M Church-taking,	
Herefordshire,	
Hereford,	St.	
Peter

Taking	church
Abjuration

1514 Johnson	notes	that	in	1514,	Richard	Meredith	alias	Bowyer	took	sanctuary	in	the	
church	of	St.	Peter	within	the	city	of	Hereford,	and	called	for	the	coroner.	The	mayor,	
George	Honor,	duly	came	and	heard	his	confession.

Tom	Johnson,	“Law,	Space,	
and	Local	Knowledge	in	Late-
Medieval	England”	(Ph.D.,	
Birkbeck	College,	University	
of	London,	2014),	50	(citing	
Herefordshire	Record	Office,	
BG11/17/3,	fol.	2r).

1443

804 Merssh John Wiltshire,	
Salisbury

clerk	
(Master)

M Church-taking,	
Wiltshire,	
Salisbury,	St.	
Nicholas

Taking	church 1425 1425-09-04 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	4	Sept.	1425	Merssh	took	church	at	St.	Nicholas's	
church	and	confessed	that	on	4	March	1425	in	London	he	had	attacked	a	yeoman	of	
London,	Ralph	Smalwode,	and	stolen	money	from	him.	No	indication	of	abjuration;	
this	record	was	called	up	to	King's	Bench	in	late	October	1426.

TNA,	KB	9/222/1,	m.	39-40 730

427 Mese Henry Yorkshire,	
Slingsby

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1495 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Mese	sought	sanctuary	for	debt.	The	entry	is	
not	dated;	placed	between	entries	dated	1495	and	1496,	so	assigned	1495.

SDSB,	139 372

1671 Messaunger **** M Beaulieu Chartered	
Sanctuary

nd	
(temp.	
Hen.	
VIII)

Felony In	an	undated	[temp.	Henry	VIII]	writ	to	the	abbot	of	Beaulieu,	the	king's	council	
required	him	to	hand	over	certain	"coffers	and	chests"	in	which	there	were	
documents	as	well	as	money,	plate,	and	jewels,	which	had	been	left	there	(or	so	the	
councillors	were	"credibly	enfourmed")	by	two	sanctuary	men,	"oone	Messaunger	
and	Robyns,	oderwise	called	Robinson,"	after	they	had	departed	from	the	sanctuary.

TNA,	STAC	2/24/299 1454

1792 Michell Robert Warwickshire,	
Coventry	[?]

M Chartered	
Sanctuary

1465 Debt A	Chancery	petition	submitted	by	Philip	Hill	of	Coventry	complained	that	Coventry	
mayor	John	Pynchbek	allowed	Michell	to	flee	with	his	goods	to	an	unspecified	
sanctuary	by	not	securing	him	with	a	suitable	surety.	Dated	by	Pynchbek's	mayoralty,	
1465	--	see	Coventry	Leet	Book,	332.

TNA,	C	1/33/152 1567

104 Middilton Robert Yorkshire,	
Ripon

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1504 1504-02-15 Homicide Accessory Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	on	15	Feb.	1503	Robert	Middilton,	William	
Jakeson,	and	John	Joy	sought	sanctuary	because	they	were	present	when	Robert	
Skafe	(ID	#102)	and	Ralph	Blesdell	(ID	#103)	assaulted	Reginald	Middilton	and	killed	
him.	Because	they	were	present	they	fear	being	indicted	as	accessories.

SDSB,	39;	Fowler,	"Sanctuary	
Records,"	313-14

93
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1094 Middleton John Yorkshire,	
Ware[?]

M Church-taking,	
Leicestershire,	
Dalby	on	the	
Wolds[?],	St.	
John	the	Baptist

Taking	church
Abjuration

Dover 1400 1400-06-01 Asportation Coroner's	roll	for	Leicestershire,	1393-1413,	records	that	Middleton	fled	to	the	church	
of	St.	John	the	Baptist	at	[Dalby?]	on	the	Wolds	on	1	Jun.	1400,	confessing	theft.	He	
abjured.

TNA,	JUST	2/61,	rot.	8 966

21 Midilton Roger Cumbria,	
Kirkby	
Lonsdale

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1479 1479-12-06 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	on	6	Dec.	1479	Midilton	sought	sanctuary	
because	he,	on	16	Nov.	last	past,	at	"Telesyd"	in	the	parish	of	Kirkby	Lonsdale,	
assaulted	William	Banys,	and	feloniously	hit	Banys	then	and	there	with	an	arrow	in	
the	knee	of	his	right	tibia,	from	which	he	died	five	days	later.

SDSB,	7 17

121 Migeley William Yorkshire,	
Horsforth

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1505 1505-05-22 Homicide Accessory;	
also	Theft;	
also	Debt

Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Migeley	sought	sanctuary	on	22	May	1505,	
because	he	was	present	when	William	Rydyng	and	Richard	Berestall	of	Ovenden	
Wood,	Halifax,	struck	William	Smyth	on	the	head	with	clubs	seven	years	ago,	giving	
him	wounds	from	which	he	died	in	three	days.	Migeley	also	confessed	that	he	had	
stolen	twelve	oxen	and	a	cow	from	the	abbot	of	Christhall	and	brought	them	to	the	
bishopric	of	Durham.	Another	entry,	dated	29	Mar.	1507,	records	that	Migeley	sought	
sanctuary	a	second	time,	again	citing	the	death	of	William	Smyth	and	his	role	as	
accessory,	and	the	theft	of	the	animals	from	the	abbot	of	Christhall.	In	addition,	he	
sought	sanctuary	for	a	debt	of	£5	that	he	owed	to	Thomas	Horsfall	of	Leeds.

SDSB,	42,	47 102

1694 Mille John Hertfordshire,	
Hertford	

labourer M Church-taking,	
Hertfordshire,	
Amwell	
(Hertford	Priory)

Taking	church 1418 1418-07-28 Escape	from	
custody

At	peace	sessions	in	Hertfordshire,	jurors	report	that	William	Grisco	(#1693),	John	
Mille	(#1694),	and	Thomas	Downe	(#1695)	all	broke	out	of	Hertford	gaol	and	then	
they	fled	to	"the	church	of	the	priory	of	Hertford	in	the	town	of	Amwell"	(Amwell	was	
a	manor	belonging	to	Hertford	priory).	They	then,	from	negligence	of	the	
townspeople	of	Amwell,	subsequently	all	escaped	from	that	church.

TNA,	KB	9/1056,	m.	38 1474

1682 Miller Richard London	 brewer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1538 Debt In	a	Chancery	bill,	John	Coventre	of	Westminster,	shoemaker,	complained	that	on	18	
May	1538	he	had	been	harrassed	by	James	Groce	of	Southampton	because	Richard	
Miller	and	Thomas	Selby,	who	had	been	indebted	to	Coventre	for	£50,	had	fled	and	
taken	sanctuary	at	Beverley.	(Neither	is	in	Beverley	sanctuary	register.)

TNA,	C	1/967/55 1464

276 Milner William Yorkshire,	
Leeds

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1519 1519-10-31 Asportation Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Milner	sought	sanctuary	on	31	Oct.	1519	
because	at	Leeds	on	21	Oct.	he	stole	£5	10s	from	the	goods	of	William	Tottey	of	
Leeds.

SDSB,	84 227

659 Milner William Lincolnshire,	
Goulceby	

plumber M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1525 1525-04-03 Felony Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Milner	sought	sanctuary	on	3	Apr.	1525	for	
felony.

SDSB,	185 590

1505 Minehead	or	
Mynhed

John London	 Cistercian	
monk

M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1442 1442-03-17 Apostasy Minehead	was	allegedly	an	apostate	Cistercian	monk,	subject	of	dispute	(indictment	
and	counter-indictment)	between	the	abbots	of	St.	Mary	Graces	Abbey	(his	own	
religious	house)	and	Westminster.	He	was	allegedly	dragged	from	Westminster	
sanctuary	in	course	of	an	affray	between	the	sides	on	17	Mar.	1442;	he	was	also	
indicted	for	theft	and	outlawed.	In	the	records	several	other	men	living	in	
Westminster	sanctuary	were	mentioned:	John	Gage	was	cited	as	living	in	"the	
sanctuary	of	Westminster"	and	Minehead	was	allegedly	dragged	out	of	his	house	and	
out	of	sanctuary;	and	John	Barbour,	of	Westminster	sanctuary,	was	indicted	for	
helping	the	abbot	of	St.	Mary	Graces	extract	him	from	Westminster.

TNA,	KB	9/240,	mm.	88-89;	
KB	29/75,	mm.	28d,	29,	30;	
KB	27/725,	rex	mm.	6d,	30;	
TNA,	KB	27/726,	rex	m.	2d;	
Nicolas,	Proceedings	Privy	
Council,	5:215	

1324

954 Mody Edward Northamptons
hire,	Althorp

horsekeeper M Church-taking,	
Northamptonshi
re,	
Northampton,	
All	Saints

Taking	church
Abjuration

Dover 1523 1523-02-03 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	report	at	Althorp,	Northants.,	on	3	Feb.	1523,	over	the	body	of	John	
Ekton	of	Althorp.	Jurors	reported	that	Mody,	with	a	diabolical	mind,	attacked	Ekton	at	
midnight	and	stabbed	him	with	a	sword.	After	he	committed	the	felony,	he	fled	to	the	
church	of	All	Saints	in	Northampton.	The	following	membrane	is	the	coroner's	
memorandum	recording	his	confession	and	abjuration	to	the	felony,	indicating	that	
he	took	sanctuary	the	same	day.	He	abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/490,	mm.	43-44 852
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1706 Mondy Thomas Berkshire,	
Shrivenham

labourer,	
servant	of	
Thomas	
Warneford

M SJJ:	Preceptory	
at	Quenington,	
Gloucestershire

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1535 1535-06-19 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	at	Shrivenham,	Berks.,	19	Jun.	1535,	over	the	body	of	William	
Forde.	The	jurors	reported	that	Mondy,	servant	of	Thomas	Warneford,	gentleman,	
and	[illegible],	on	13	Jun.	around	4pm	at	Shrivenham,	had	assaulted	William	Forde	in	
Shrivenham	Field,	hitting	him	on	the	head	with	a	staff,	giving	him	a	wound	from	
which	he	died	on	18	Jun.	The	jurors	also	reported	that	Thomas	Pytman	and	John	
[Gylford?],	also	servants	of	Thomas	Warneford,	gentleman,	had	conducted	Mondy	
afterwards	to	"the	sanctuary	and	liberty	of	St.	John	of	Jerusalem	in	Quenington,	
county	Gloucester"	(where	there	was	a	Hospitaller	preceptory).	The	King's	Bench	
controlment	roll	indicates	that	Mondy	was	outlawed	5	Dec.	1541.

TNA,	KB	9/533,	m.	144;	KB	
29/168,	m.	25d

1489

360 Monkey John Suffolk	
Leiston[?]

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1510 1510-08-16 Security Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Monkey	sought	sanctuary	on	16	Aug.	1510	
for	security	of	his	body.

SDSB,	124 308

311 Moore William Yorkshire,	
Great	
Ouseburn

mercer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1505 1505-01-01 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Moore	sought	sanctuary	on	1	Jan.	1505	for	
debt.

SDSB,	114 259

1609 Moot John Sussex,	
Durrington[?]

M Church-taking,	
Sussex,	Arundel	
Collegiate	
Church

Taking	church
Abjuration

Dover 1405 1405-02-20 Asportation Also	escape	
from	gaol

The	bishop	of	Chichester's	register	records	that	on	20	Feb.	1405,	Moot,	having	
escaped	custody	of	constables	who	took	him	for	theft	and	robbery,	ran	from	Arundel	
Castle	to	the	collegiate	church	of	Arundel,	where	he	took	"hold	of	the	ring"	of	the	
cloister	gates	"as	a	sign	of	the	immunity	of	the	church."	The	Register	records	that	the	
constable	and	porter	of	the	Castle,	along	with	two	other	men,	seized	him	despite	this	
claim	of	sanctuary,	and	that	the	constable	and	porter	then	voluntarily	admitted	their	
fault	to	the	bishop,	restored	Moot	to	the	church,	and	were	assigned	penance.	After	
that,	apparently,	Moot	abjured,	as	the	patent	roll	indicates	that	on	3	Jun.	1406	he	was	
pardoned	by	the	king	for	theft	and	abjuration	(there	was	no	mention	there	of	this	
backstory).

CPR	1405-08,	191;	Cecil	
Deedes,	ed.,	The	Episcopal	
Register	of	Robert	Rede,	
Sussex	Record	Society	8,	11	
(Lewes,	Sussex:	Sussex	
Record	Society,	1908),	1:44-
47

1392

755 More John Yorkshire,	
Kingston	upon	
Hull

tailor M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1536 1536-06-01 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	More	took	sanctuary	on	1	Jun.	1536	for	debt. SDSB,	206 684

1198 More William Gloucestershir
e,	Bristol

mariner M Beaulieu	
(abjuration	from	
Sussex,	Lancing,	
St.	Mary)

Taking	church
Abjuration	to	
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 1532-08-12 Homicide Also	burglary Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	12	Aug.	1532	More	sought	sanctuary	at	St.	Mary's	
church	in	Lancing,	Sussex,	confessing	to	the	coroner	that	on	18	Jul.	at	Yarmouth	he	
had	assaulted	an	unknown	man	and	killed	him,	and	that	on	3	Aug.	he	had	committed	
a	burglary	at	Lancing.	He	abjures,	choosing	Beaulieu,	and	was	branded.

TNA,	KB	9/525,	m.	146;	KB	
29/166,	m.	21

1054

1114 Moresse John Kent,	
Tunbridge

yeoman M Church-taking,	
Kent,	Tunbridge

Taking	church 1497 1497-11-03 Asportation At	gaol	delivery	at	Maidstone,	Kent,	in	February	1498,	Moresse	and	Gryffyn	appeared	
on	an	indictment	that	on	3	Nov.	1497	they	had	lain	in	wait	for	Thomas	Grigby	of	
Tunbridge,	Kent,	at	a	place	called	Reverhill,	near	Tunbridge,	and	assaulted	and	robbed	
him	of	money	and	goods	worth	about	29s.	Both	Moresse	and	Gryffyn	pleaded	that	
they	had	taken	the	porch	of	the	church	at	Tunbridge,	claiming	sanctuary,	but	that	
Thomas	Grigby	along	with	Nicholas	Werall,	William	Frelond,	Thomas	Durbarre	and	
others	violently	seized	them	from	the	church.	They	thus	pleaded	to	be	restored.		They	
were	recommitted	to	prison	while	the	judges	advised	themselves.	Then	in	1505,	they	
appeared	and	pleaded	not	guilty;	they	were	recommitted	to	prison	for	another	two	
years,	and	then	in	1507	the	jury	ruled	on	their	cases	and	acquitted	them.

TNA,	KB	27/976,	rex	m.	6 982
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1489 Moreys Richard M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1440 1440-09-01 Escape	from	
custody

There	are	two	rival	versions	of	the	sanctuary-seeking	of	Knight,	Rede,	Blakbourne,	
Janyver,	and	Moreys,	as	the	subsequent	seizure	of	the	five	men	from	St.	Martin's	
ignited	a	months-long	quarrel	between	SMLG	and	the	City	of	London	before	the	king	
and	his	council.	Knight	had	been	held	in	Newgate	prison	prior	to	facing	a	plea	of	debt	
in	the	London	sheriffs'	court,	but	with	the	help	of	his	four	accomplices	he	escaped	
from	custody	as	he	was	being	brought	to	court	to	face	the	suit	and	fled	into	St.	
Martin's	sanctuary.	Later	the	same	day,	the	sheriffs	of	London	seized	the	five	men	
from	the	sanctuary	and	took	them	into	custody.	After	much	inquiry	and	claims	and	
counter-claims	made	by	SMLG	and	the	City,	Knight	and	the	other	men	were	restored	
to	the	sanctuary	by	the	king's	order	in	late	October	1440.

WAM,	Book	5,	fols.	41r-64r;	
LMA,	Letter	Book	K,	fol.	189r	
(CLBK,	242)

1311

698 Morgan William Yorkshire,	
York

bedmaker M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1529 1529-04-12 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Morgan	sought	sanctuary	on	12	Apr.	1529	for	
debt.

SDSB,	194 629

298 Morley Alexander Durham,	
Gwesso[?]

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1510 1510-11-18 Homicide Alexander	Morley	and	Thomas	Watkyn	of	[Gwesso?]	in	the	bishopric	of	Durham	
sought	sanctuary	on	18	Nov.	1510	for	the	homicide	of	a	man	named	Personell.

SDSB,	112 247

953 Morley William Northamptons
hire,	Thorpe-
Lubenham

yeoman M Church-taking,	
Northamptonshi
re,	
Northampton,	
Blackfriars

Taking	church
Abjuration

Lynn 1523 1523-01-05 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	on	5	Jan.	1523	that	Morley	took	the	Blackfriars'	church	in	
Northampton.	On	14	Jan.	1523	he	asked	for	the	coroner	and	confessed	that	on	5	Jan.	
1523	he	had	lain	in	wait	and	assaulted	Richard	Rande	alias	Randull,	giving	him	a	
mortal	wound.	He	had	also	stolen	a	grey	horse	and	a	shield.	He	abjured.	(The	
coroner's	inquest	for	Rande,	m.	45,	was	also	submitted,	with	note	added	regarding	
Morley	that	"he	is	not	in	prison.")

TNA,	KB	9/490,	mm.	42,	45 851

888 Morsate William Somerset,	
Wells

M Church-taking,	
Gloucestershire,	
Gloucester,	
Temple	church

Taking	church
Abjuration

Southampt
on

1510 1510-07-05 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	5	Jul.	1510	that	Morsate	--	like	Thomas	Jones,	ID	#889	--
"took	the	messuage	of	the	Temple	Fee,"	then	pertaining	to	the	prior	of	St.	John	of	
Jerusalem	in	England,	Thomas	Docwra,	at	Gloucester	[presumably	the	Temple	Church,	
although	the	record	seems	to	specify	that	it	was	a	piece	of	land	rather	than	the	
church	itself],	and	sought	tuition	and	immunity	in	that	land,	noting	that	in	that	land	
from	time	immemorial	the	prior	and	his	predecessors	offered	tuition	and	immunity	to	
all	who	came	to	it	for	felony.	Morsate	sought	the	coroner,	however	[rather	than	
claiming	permanent	sanctuary,	as	others	did	in	Hospitaller	properties	around	this	
time],	and	he	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	he	robbed	Thomas	Rogers	at	Rye	on	1	
Jun.	1510,	and	abjured.	The	KB	controlment	roll	indicates	that	the	record	of	
abjuration	was	delivered	into	King's	Bench	Easter	1512,	but	nothing	further	found	
about	the	process.

TNA,	KB	9/458,	m.	80;	KB	
29/144,	m.	3;	McSheffrey,	
SS,	97

798

1460 Morton John Bishop	of	Ely M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1470 Civil	war A	letter	from	John	III	Paston	to	his	mother	Margaret	dated	12	Oct.	1470	indicates	that	
as	Queen	Elizabeth	and	her	family	went	into	sanctuary	at	Westminster,	Morton	"with	
other	bishops"	went	into	St.	Martin	le	Grand.

Paston	Letters,	1:564 1291

1596 Morton	alias	
Herryson

Robert Yorkshire,	
Ripon

butcher M Ripon Chartered	
Sanctuary

1458 Debt The	acts	of	the	collegiate	chapter	at	Ripon	cited	six	sanctuary	men	--	Thomas	Plumer,	
Robert	Morton	alias	Herryson,	Edmund	Skathlok,	John	Skathlok,	Henry	Jonson,	and	
William	Topshawe	--	to	explain	why	they	should	not	be	punished	for	perjury	
(presumably	because	they	broke	their	sanctuary	oath),	because	they	had	not	
participated	in	the	Rogation	processions	as	they	were	bound	to	do.	Morton	explained	
that	he	did	not	dare	to	come	out	of	his	house	"because	of	fear	of	creditors	and	the	
pain	of	imprisonment,"	but	the	chapter	did	not	accept	this	explanation	because	"on	
those	days	all	are	immune	from	vexation."	They	were	given	as	penance	four	
whippings	before	the	procession	on	holy	days.	John	Skathlok	was	pardoned	because	
he	was	"old	and	mentally	infirm."

Fowler,	Acts	of	Chapter	of	
Ripon,	72-73

1383
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1551 Morys Thomas Oxfordshire,	
Nettlebed

yeoman M Church-taking,	
Berkshire,	
Wallingford,	All	
Hallows

Taking	church 1497 1497-10-04 Asportation Also	escape	
from	gaol

On	4	Oct.	1497,	according	to	an	indictment	in	Hillary	term	1499,	Nicholas	Carpenter,	
Thomas	Morys,	Nicholas	Sare,	William	Markeham,	Thomas	Curteys,	and	John	
Burbridge,	who	had	all	been	imprisoned	in	Wallingford	castle	in	Berkshire,	escaped,	
through	the	negligence	of	the	gaolkeeper	Geoffrey	Halewell	(who	was	the	person	
indicted).	From	the	castle	they	ran	into	the	cemetery	of	the	church	of	All	Hallows,	just	
outside	the	castle.	Morys	had	been	accused	of	robbery.

TNA,	KB	9/419,	m.	50;	TNA,	
KB	27/964,	rex	m.	8d	

1358

1447 Mote Henry Middlesex,	
Westminster

priest,	curate	
of	St.	
Margaret's	
Westminster

M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1545 Debt In	a	private	petition	written	by	Henry	Bennett	of	Westminster,	merchant	tailor,	to	
Anthony	Denny,	Bennett	said	that	he	had	been	forced,	along	with	three	other	men,	to	
stand	as	surety	for	one	William	Lane	of	Westminster,	who	subsequently	defaulted	on	
his	debt	of	£80,	leaving	the	four	guarantors	liable.	Bennett	mentions	that	another	of	
the	guarantors,	Mote,	had	taken	sanctuary	to	escape	arrest,	presumably	at	
Westminster.

TNA,	SP	1/445,	fol.	63	(L&P,	
Add.	1/2:575)

1282

405 Moulton James Yorkshire,	
Ripon

tailor M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1501 1501-06-19 Security Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Moulton	sought	sanctuary	on	19	Jun.	1501	
for	security	of	his	body.

SDSB,	134;	Fowler,	
"Sanctuary	Records,"	316

350

11 Moyser Edmund Cumbria,	
Sedbergh

tailor M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1478 1478-10-25 Homicide Self-defence Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Richardson	and	Moyser	on	28	Oct.	1478	
sought	sanctuary	because	on	27	Mar.	1478	at	Holme,	in	the	parish	of	Kirkby	
Lonesdale,	in	defence	of	their	bodies,	as	they	say,	they	beat	a	certain	Thomas	Forster,	
that	is	Richardson	beat	Forster	on	his	head	with	a	certain	stick	called	a	club,	and	
Moyser	hit	Forster	fatally	on	his	right	knee	in	two	places	with	a	certain	unsheathed	
sword	[gladio],	from	which	Forster,	after	lying	ill,	died	within	twenty-four	weeks.

SDSB,	4 7

136 Mudd John	Jr. Yorkshire,	
Tunstall

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1505 1505-09-01 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	John	Mudd	and	Thomas	Mudd,	on	1	Sept.	
1505	sought	sanctuary,	because	on	1	Aug.	1505,	in	self-defence,	they	had	struck	
Henry	Raw	also	of	Tunstall	on	the	head	with	a	pikestaff,	giving	him	a	blow	from	which	
he	died	on	30	Aug.	On	2	Sept.	1505	Oliver	Mudd	and	John	Mudd	Jr.	(son	of	the	first	
John)	also	sought	sanctuary	as	accessories	to	the	homicide,	having	been	present	
when	the	first	two	struck	Henry.

SDSB,	44 108

133 Mudd John	Sr. Yorkshire,	
Tunstall

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1505 1505-09-01 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	John	Mudd	and	Thomas	Mudd,	on	1	Sept.	
1505	sought	sanctuary,	because	on	1	Aug.	1505,	in	self-defence,	they	had	struck	
Henry	Raw	also	of	Tunstall	on	the	head	with	a	pikestaff,	giving	him	a	blow	from	which	
he	died	on	30	Aug.	On	2	Sept.	1505	Oliver	Mudd	and	John	Mudd	Jr.	(son	of	the	first	
John)	also	sought	sanctuary	as	accessories	to	the	homicide,	having	been	present	
when	the	first	two	struck	Henry.

SDSB,	44 108

135 Mudd Oliver Yorkshire,	
Tunstall

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1505 1505-09-01 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	John	Mudd	and	Thomas	Mudd,	on	1	Sept.	
1505	sought	sanctuary,	because	on	1	Aug.	1505,	in	self-defence,	they	had	struck	
Henry	Raw	also	of	Tunstall	on	the	head	with	a	pikestaff,	giving	him	a	blow	from	which	
he	died	on	30	Aug.	On	2	Sept.	1505	Oliver	Mudd	and	John	Mudd	Jr.	(son	of	the	first	
John)	also	sought	sanctuary	as	accessories	to	the	homicide,	having	been	present	
when	the	first	two	struck	Henry.

SDSB,	44 108

134 Mudd Thomas Yorkshire,	
Tunstall

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1505 1505-09-01 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	John	Mudd	and	Thomas	Mudd,	on	1	Sept.	
1505	sought	sanctuary,	because	on	1	Aug.	1505,	in	self-defence,	they	had	struck	
Henry	Raw	also	of	Tunstall	on	the	head	with	a	pikestaff,	giving	him	a	blow	from	which	
he	died	on	30	Aug.	On	2	Sept.	1505	Oliver	Mudd	and	John	Mudd	Jr.	(son	of	the	first	
John)	also	sought	sanctuary	as	accessories	to	the	homicide,	having	been	present	
when	the	first	two	struck	Henry.

SDSB,	44 108

350 Mullens William Berkshire,	
Reading

butcher M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1509 1509-01-16 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Mullens	sought	sanctuary	on	16	Jan.	1509	for	
debt.

SDSB,	122 298
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275 Mullens William Lincolnshire,	
Belchford

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1519 1519-10-27 Asportation Also	escape	
from	gaol

Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Mullens	sought	sanctuary	on	27	Oct.	1519	
because	around	Pentecost	the	year	before	(23	May	1518)	he	escaped	from	prison	in	
the	City	of	York,	where	he	had	been	held	for	having	stolen	a	horse	from	Robert	Lache	
of	Bellesforth	in	Lincs.

SDSB,	84 226

1630 Mulleward Roger M Church-taking,	
Somerset

Taking	church
Abjuration

1411 1411-06-02 Homicide Patent	roll	records	a	pardon,	14	Aug.	1413,	to	Mulleward	for	the	homicide	of	William	
Cokerballe	24	May	1411,	and	the	abjuration	made	on	2	June	1411	before	the	coroner	
for	Somerset.

CPR	1413-16,	99 1411

1610 Mullyng Henry M Church-taking,	
Cambridgeshire,	
Ely	Cathedral

Taking	church
Ambiguous

1459 Homicide Also	many	
other	
felonies

Cox	summarizes	from	a	manuscript	register	of	the	Bishop	of	Ely:	Mullyng	had	been	
seized	from	the	cathedral	at	Ely,	where	he	had	taken	sanctuary,	by	John	Ansty,	esq.,	
and	others,	for	a	charge	of	felony;	when	questioned	by	the	bishop,	Ansty	replied	that	
there	were	"certain	statutes"	[?]	by	which	Mullyng	had	not	properly	requested	the	
liberty	of	the	church,	including	declaring	his	felony.	Mullyng	was	asked	if	he	was	
willing	to	confess	to	a	coroner,	and	he	agreed,	admitting	that	he	had	committed	a	
homicide,	a	theft,	and	was	an	accessory	to	theft	and	robbery.	Requested	sanctuary,	
which	he	was	granted.	Cox	does	not	indicate	that	the	record	shows	an	abjuration.

Cox,	Sanctuaries,	258-60,	
citing	Register	of	William	
Grey,	fol.	117	[now	
Cambridge	UL,	MS	G/I/5	-	
still	not	edited.]

1393

1305 Mulsey [Robert?] king's	
servant

M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1527 Felony On	6	Aug.	1527,	Lawrence	Stubbs	wrote	a	letter	to	Cardinal	Wolsey	complaining	that	
one	Mulsey	"that	was	the	king's	servant",	a	sanctuary	man	at	Westminster,	went	
abroad	from	the	sanctuary	with	eight	others,	and	Stubbs	suspected	that	it	was	to	do	
harm	to	Wolsey's	residence	at	York	Place.	This	may	be	the	Robert	Molsey	named	as	a	
"groom	of	the	chamber	ordinary"	in	the	queen's	household	in	1540	(L&P,	15:9).	

SP	1/43,	fols	6r-7r	(L&P,	
4:2:1510)

1140

1034 Multon William Yorkshire,	
Knaresboroug
h

barber M Church-taking,	
Yorkshire,	
Kellington

Taking	church
Abjuration

Kingston	
upon	Hull

1530 1530-05-15 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	15	May	1530	Multon	took	the	church	of	Kellington,	
Yorks.	(same	day	and	church	as	Thomas	Barnbye,	ID	#1035),	confessing	to	the	coroner	
that	on	13	May	he	had	stolen	two	horses	at	Sharleston,	Yorks.	He	abjured.	Nicholas	
Musgrove	(ID	#1036)	confessed	to	the	same	horse	theft,	taking	church	the	same	day	
at	Birkin,	Yorks.	

TNA,	KB	9/514,	m.	110	 927

1036 Musgrove	or	
Musgrofe

Nicholas Yorkshire,	
Knottingley;	
and	
Bedfordshire,	
Bedford

tailor M Church-taking,	
Yorkshire,	Birkin

Taking	church
Abjuration

Kingston	
upon	Hull

1530 1530-05-15 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	15	May	Nicholas	Musgrove,	of	Knottingley,	Yorks.	
and	of	Bedford,	took	the	parish	church	at	Birkyn.	He	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	
13	May	he	had	stolen	a	horse	at	Sharleston	(the	same	crime	as	William	Multon,	ID	
#1034,	and	Thomas	Barnbye,	ID	#1035,	who	both	also	took	church	that	same	day,	but	
at	Kellington),	and	in	addition	on	5	Apr.	at	Elton	in	county	Durham	he	had	assaulted	
Richard	Duke	and	killed	him.	He	abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/514,	m.	118;	KB	
29/162,	m.	19

929

1083 Mychell William London	 blacksmith M SMLG	
(abjuration	from	
London,	St.	
Katherine	Cree)

Taking	church
Abjuration	to	
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 1533-09-26 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	26	Sept.	1533	that	Mychell	took	the	parish	church	of	St.	
Katherine	Crichurch	in	London,	confessing	to	the	coroner	that	around	Easter	1533	he	
had	broken	into	the	house	of	an	unknown	man	in	Brentwood,	Essex,	and	stolen	a	
horse	worth	26s	8d.	On	18	May	1533,	along	with	others	whose	names	he	did	not	
know,	he	broke	into	the	house	of	an	unknown	man	in	Dartford,	Kent,	and	stole	7s.	He	
abjured,	choosing	St.	Martin	le	Grand,	and	was	branded.	On	20	April	1537	he	
appeared	at	gaol	delivery	at	Newgate,	London,	having	been	found	in	the	realm,	and	
pleaded	clergy	successfully.	In	Michaelmas	1540,	the	king	mandated	the	bishop	of	
London	to	deliver	up	the	bodies	of	three	clerks	attaint:	Thomas	Stathom	(ID	#1084),	
William	Michell,	and	Richard	Eve	or	Ebe.	The	bishop	responded	that	the	three	men	
had	been	in	his	custody	in	a	certain	"convict	house"	at	Stortford,	Herts.,	ever	since	
they	had	been	individually	committed	to	his	custody	as	clerks	attaint.	The	three	men	
were	committed	to	the	Marshalsea	and	immediately	Richard	Ebe	was	exonerated	by	
virtue	of	the	general	pardon	of	1540,	but	Stathom	and	Michell	remained	in	prison	due	
to	defect	of	record.	Then	in	Hillary	1541,	the	records	of	conviction	of	both	having	
been	presented,	they	were	also	exonerated	by	virtue	of	the	general	pardon	and	went	
sine	die.

TNA,	KB	9/549	mm.	56-57;	
TNA,	KB	29/166,	m.	12dl	KB	
29/173,	m.	33d-34,	36;	KB	
27/1118,	rex	m.	2.

955

1405 Myddelton James M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 1532-12-01 Felony In	the	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Myddelton	was	named	as	having	entered	
sanctuary	for	suspicion	of	felony,	about	6	months	before	(late	1532	or	early	1533).

TNA,	SP	1/238,	fols.	72-73 1239
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1584 Myles Lewis Esquire M Tewkesbury	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1471 1471-05-04 Civil	war Myles	was	amongst	the	Lancastrian	forces	at	the	battle	of	Tewkesbury	4	May	1471;	
according	to	Warkworth's	Chronicle,	upon	defeat	he	and	others	in	the	Lancastrian	
forces	sought	sanctuary	at	Tewkesbury	Abbey.	Edward	IV	initially	pardoned	them,	but	
then	rescinded	the	pardon	and	extracted	them	from	the	abbey	and	tried	and	
executed	them	all.

Warkworth,	Chronicle,	18-19 1122

1789 Myller Peter Kent,	
Queenboroug
h	[?]

butcher M Kent,	
Queenborough	
[franchisal	
liberty	for	debt?]

Ambiguous 1527 Debt The	Queenborough,	Kent,	Borough	Court	Book	records	that	Myller	had	taken	
sanctuary	"for	the	safegarde	of	my	body	and	my	goods"	[date	illegible,	although	
1527].	The	precise	context	of	sanctuary-seeking	unclear	for	this	and	other	
Queenborough	sanctuary	cases,	but	the	reference	to	goods	indicates	perhaps	a	
franchisal	asylum	for	debt.

Kent	History	and	Library	
Centre,	MS	QB/JMs/1,	
Queenborough	Borough	
Court	Book,	1496-1511,	fol.	4

1564

1352 Mylles John gentleman M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 Debt In	the	1532	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Mylles	was	named	as	having	entered	for	
debt.

TNA,	SP	1/70,	fol.	133 1186

860 Myndrym Robert London	 goldsmith M Church-taking,	
London,	St.	
Martin	Outwich

Taking	church 1491 1491-09-26 Homicide Also	burglary Coroner's	record	indicates	that	Myndrym	took	church	and	confessed	to	several	
felonies,	including	a	homicide;	did	not	abjure,	but	"submitted	himself	to	the	law."	On	
appearance	at	King's	Bench	about	two	weeks	later,	Michaelmas	1491,	he	argued	that	
the	coroner's	record	was	insufficient	in	law;	justices	agreed;	he	went	sine	die.	He	had	
previously	been	a	sanctuary	man	at	Westminster	[separate	entry	#1237].

TNA,	KB	9/391,	mm.	78-79 771

1237 Myndrym	or	
Myndrem

Robert M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1485 A	Chancery	petition	submitted	by	Myndrym's	wife,	Margery	Myndrym,	complained	
that	she	was	going	to	visit	her	husband,	Robert,	in	sanctuary	at	Westminster,	"as	a	
true	wife	ought	to	do	...	to	comfort	him	in	his	heaviness	there,"	but	various	ill-willers	
caused	her	to	be	arrested	by	the	bailiff	of	the	franchise	of	Westminster	for	no	reason.	
Robert	Myndrym	also	took	church	in	1491	for	various	felonies	including	homicide	(ID	
#860).

TNA,	C	1/78/1 1085

1021 Mynyon Anthony London	 gunner M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1527 1527-10-12 Homicide A	coroner's	inquest	in	the	parish	of	All	Hallows,	Barking,	in	the	city	of	London,	on	12	
Oct.	1527,	over	the	body	of	Katherine	Mynyon,	late	the	wife	of	Anthony	Mynyon.	The	
jurors	reported	that	on	11	Oct.	1527	Anthony	Mynyon,	in	his	own	house	in	the	parish	
of	All	Hallows	Barking	around	8	pm,	assaulted	Katherine,	and	stabbed	her,	giving	her	
a	wound	in	the	chest	six	inches	deep,	from	which	wound	she	immediately	died.	Thus	
the	jurors	say	that	Anthony	feloniously	murdered	her.	Immediately	afterwards,	he	
fled	to	the	sanctuary	of	St.	Martin	le	Grand.	A	writ	of	certiorari	calling	the	case	into	
King's	Bench	dated	10	Mar.	1529	refers	to	the	homicide	as	his	having	killed	Katherine	
in	self-defence.	In	Easter	1529	he	presented	a	pardon,	dated	April	1528,	in	King's	
Bench,	and	went	sine	die.

TNA,	KB	9/509,	mm.	153-54;	
KB	29/161,	mm.	1d,	13d;	KB	
27/1071,	rex	m.	1

917

144 Myre Matthew Cumbria,	
Carlisle

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1506 1506-11-06 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Myre	sought	sanctuary	on	6	Nov.	1506	for	the	
homicide	of	Robert	Robynson	twelve	years	before;	he	struck	him	on	the	head	with	a	
Carlisle	axe,	at	Carlisle,	giving	him	a	wound	from	which	he	died	13	days	later.

SDSB,	46 114

320 Naperton Richard Yorkshire,	
Goodmanham

labourer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1505 1505-01-29 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Naperton	sought	sanctuary	at	Beverley	on	29	
Jan.	1505	for	debt.

SDSB,	116 268

423 Nappyt William Yorkshire,	
Cottingham

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1493 1493-09-02 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Nappyt	sought	sanctuary	for	debt,	on	or	after	
2	Sept.	1493.

SDSB,	138 368

1783 Narbone Francis France,	
Gascony

M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1477 Asportation In	a	Chancery	bill,	Diego	de	Castro,	Spanish	merchant,	complained	that	Francis	
Narbone	tricked	Castro's	servant	in	a	fixed	dicing	game	and	then	fled	to	sanctuary	at	
Westminster	when	Castro	tried	to	have	him	arrested.	Datable	by	note	on	dorse	of	
petition.

TNA,	C	1/1/168 1558

615 Nawton William Yorkshire,	
York

merchant M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1522 1522-03-12 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Nawton	sought	sanctuary	on	12	Mar.	1522	
for	debt.

SDSB,	177 546

344 Nelson Elizabeth Yorkshire,	
Pollington

spinster M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1511 1511-03-12 Homicide Infanticide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Nelson	sought	sanctuary	on	12	Mar.	1511	for	
felony	and	murder	of	[her?]	infant,	at	Hull.

SDSB,	121 292
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553 Nelson Robert Yorkshire,	
Huddersfield

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1498 1498-10-26 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Nelson	sought	sanctuary	on	26	Oct.	1498	for	
the	death	of	Richard	Hyndson,	and	all	other	felonies	and	murders.

SDSB,	165 488

1276 Neville Anne Warwickshire,	
Warwick

noblewoman
,	dau.	of	the	
duke	of	
Warwick

F SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1471 Civil	war According	to	the	Crowland	Chronicle	continuator,	Anne	Neville,	daughter	of	the	earl	
of	Warwick,	widow	of	the	recently	killed	prince	Edward,	and	future	wife	of	Richard	III,	
attempting	to	hide	out	during	the	readeption	first	disguised	herself	as	a	kitchen	maid	
in	London	and	then	was	moved	into	sanctuary	at	St.	Martin	le	Grand	as	the	York	
brothers	argued	over	her	marriage.

Nicholas	Pronay	and	John	
Cox,	eds.,	The	Crowland	
Chronicle	Continuations:	
1459-1486	(London:	Alan	
Sutton	Publishing	for	the	
Richard	III	and	Yorkist	
History	Trust,	1986),	133;	
McSheffrey,	SS,	46

1116

371 Nevyl Richard London	 fustian	
shearer

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1511 1511-03-10 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Nevyl	sought	sanctuary	on	10	Mar.	1511	for	
debt.

SDSB,	127 319

555 Nevyll Thomas Yorkshire,	
Skirlaugh

yeoman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1482 1482-11-08 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Nevyll	sought	sanctuary	on	8	Nov.	1482	for	
the	death	of	John	Hewlins	of	Rise,	Yorks.,	yeoman,	killed	by	him	on	1	Nov.	1482.

SDSB,	165 490

77 Newbigging John Northumberla
nd,	Errington

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1496 1496-07-07 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Newbigging	sought	sanctuary	on	7	Jul.	1496	
because	on	12	Jun.	1496	he	had	killed	Gerard	Still	of	Hexham,	striking	him	in	the	chest	
with	a	half-lance	called	a	spear	staff.

SDSB,	29-30 68

1580 Newburgh William knight M Tewkesbury	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1471 1471-05-04 Civil	war Newburgh	was	amongst	the	Lancastrian	forces	at	the	battle	of	Tewkesbury	4	May	
1471;	according	to	Warkworth's	Chronicle,	upon	defeat	he	and	others	in	the	
Lancastrian	forces	sought	sanctuary	at	Tewkesbury	Abbey.	Edward	IV	initially	
pardoned	them,	but	then	rescinded	the	pardon	and	extracted	them	from	the	abbey	
and	tried	and	executed	them	all.

Warkworth,	Chronicle,	18-19 1122

1670 Neweman John London	 M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1431 Alexander	Anne,	acting	for	the	city	of	London,	complained	in	petition	to	parliament	in	
1431	that	John	Neweman	was	falsely	accusing	people	of	high	treason	from	within	the	
sanctuary	of	Westminster.	He	was	to	be	punished	for	this	by	being	put	in	the	pillory	
for	three	days	and	then	thereafter	being	imprisoned	indefinitely	at	the	king's	
pleasure;	he	had	indeed	been	put	into	the	Fleet	prison,	but	the	punishment	of	the	
pillory	had	been	respited,	and	Anne	petitioned	for	it	to	be	put	into	execution.

TNA,	SC	8/88/4397 1453

1353 Newington John London	 mercer M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 Debt In	the	1532	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Newington	was	named	as	having	entered	
for	debt.	In	a	Chancery	bill,	also	c.	1532,	Newington	complained	that	he	had	given	£40	
worth	of	goods	into	the	hands	of	William	Mote,	parish	priest	of	St.	Margaret's	
Westminster,	for	his	support	while	he	was	in	sanctuary	(and	then	complained	that	
Mote	refused	to	hand	over	the	goods	on	request).	In	1534,	a	Middlesex	inquest	jury	
(at	St.	John's	Street)	indicted	Newington	for	having	burglarized	the	house	of	a	
neighbour	in	the	sanctuary,	William	Lovell;	he	claimed	in	another	Chancery	bill	that	
the	accusation	was	entirely	false	and	had	been	trumped	up.	Baker,	in	Spelman's	
Reports,	indicates	that	he	was	discharged	from	this	indictment	on	a	technicality,	
because	there	was	no	indication	of	whether	the	sanctuary	was	in	a	vill	or	hamlet,	
which	may	have	been	a	quick	way	to	quash	the	indictment.

TNA,	SP	1/70,	fol.	133;	C	
1/659/6;	KB	9/530,	mm.	20-
21;	C	1/861/45;	Baker,	
Spelman's	Reports,	1:101-2

1187

714 Newton Robert Yorkshire,	
Pontefract

cook M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1530 1530-01-14 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Newton	sought	sanctuary	on	14	Jan.	1530	for	
the	death	of	Ralph	Crewe	of	Pontefract.

SDSB,	197 645

709 Nicholson John Durham,	
Chester	le	
Street

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1519 1519-07-04 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Nicholson	sought	sanctuary	on	4	Jul.	1519	for	
debt.

SDSB,	196 640

6 Nicholson William Yorkshire,	
Forcett

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1477 1477-10-07 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	on	6	October	1477	William	Rome	and	William	
Nicholson	sought	sanctuary	for	the	killing	of	William	Aliand,	killed	by	them	previously.

SDSB,	3 5
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1787 Ninezergh,	
Nixandser,	
or	Nyauncer

John Westmorland,	
Ninezergh

gentleman,	
MP

M Church-taking,	
London,	St.	
Anne	Aldersgate

Taking	church
Abjuration

Sandwich 1414 1414-07-22 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	22	Jul.	1414	Ninezergh	took	church	at	St.	Anne	
Aldersgate.	He	confessed	that	on	30	Mar.	1414,	together	with	four	other	men,	he	had	
killed	William	Gerard	of	Burton,	Westmorland,	yeoman,	in	Burton.	According	to	an	
anonymous	London	chronicler,	Ninezergh	took	church	at	St.	Anne	Aldersgate	on	that	
same	day,	22	Jul.	1414,	but	for	a	different	homicide,	that	of	a	cleric	in	London	named	
Master	John	Tybbay,	and	that	he	was	accompanied	into	the	sanctuary	by	four	of	his	
men.	According	to	the	chronicler,	Ninezergh	and	his	four	men	were	"mured	up,"	
walled	in,	to	prevent	them	from	escaping	from	the	church.	The	five	men,	the	
chronicler	continues,	subsequently	abjured	the	realm.	(As	the	chronicler	did	not	name	
Ninezergh's	four	servants,	they	have	not	here	been	given	separate	entries.)	Ninezergh	
had	served	as	MP	in	1406,	although	Rawcliffe	speculates	his	parliamentary	service	
was	to	garner	support	in	his	defence	of	another	homicide	charge.	Upon	his	abjuration	
he	appears	to	have	never	returned.	His	wife	Margaret,	formerly	wife	of	Roger	
Lescrope,	knight,	petitioned	the	king	in	parliament	that	following	John's	abjuration	for	
felony	the	dower	lands	she	had	brought	to	her	marriage	had	been	seized	by	her	son,	
and	then	escheated	to	crown	on	his	death.	She	asked	for	restoration	and	was	told	to	
take	it	to	the	law.

TNA,	C	260/126/28;	PROME,	
1421-12	(4:164;	PROME	
Petition	2);	Carole	Rawcliffe,	
"Ninezergh,	John,"	HPO;	
Nicolas	and	Tyrell,	ed.,	
Chronicle	of	London,	98-99.

1562

22 Noble Walter Durham,	
Hexham[?]

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1479 1479-12-07 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	on	7	Dec.	1479,	Noble	sought	sanctuary	
because	on	27	May	1473	at	Hexham	he	assaulted	a	certain	Adam	Wily,	and	
feloniously	stabbed	Wily	in	his	chest	up	to	his	heart	with	a	certain	dagger,	whence	
Wily	instantly	died.

SDSB,	8 18

1790 Nobull William Kent,	
Queenboroug
h	[?]

husbandman M Kent,	
Queenborough	
[franchisal	
liberty	for	debt?]

Ambiguous 1527 1527-04-23 Debt The	Queenborough,	Kent,	Borough	Court	Book	records	that	Nobull	had	taken	
sanctuary	"for	the	safegarde	of	my	body	and	my	goods."	The	precise	context	of	
sanctuary-seeking	is	unclear	for	this	and	other	Queenborough	sanctuary	cases,	but	
the	reference	to	goods	indicates	perhaps	a	franchisal	asylum	for	debt.

Kent	History	and	Library	
Centre,	MS	QB/JMs/1,	
Queenborough	Borough	
Court	Book,	1496-1511,	fol.	5

1565

1667 Nobyll Richard Surrey,	
Southwark

waterman M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 1533-12-03 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	5	Dec.	1533	in	the	liberty	of	the	bishop	of	Winchester	over	the	
body	of	Robert	Bendbowe.	The	jurors	reported	that	on	3	Dec.	around	7	pm	Nobyll	
attacked	Bendbowe	and	gave	him	a	wound	from	which	he	died	the	following	day.	
Afterwards	Nobyll	immediately	fled	to	Westminster.

TNA,	KB	9/527,	m.	75 1450

940 Nogyn William Buckinghamsh
ire,	Simpson

labourer M Church-taking,	
Buckinghamshir
e,	Simpson

Taking	church
Abjuration

Dover 1520 1520-08-17 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	17	Aug.	1520	Nogyn	took	the	church	of	St.	Nicholas	
at	Simpson,	Bucks.,	and	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	15	Jan.	1520	he	had	stolen	a	
horse	from	an	unknown	man	at	Horton,	Northants.	He	abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/485,	m.	36-37 838

323 Nonnes Richard Yorkshire,	
Methley

mercer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1507 1507-01-15 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Nonnes	sought	sanctuary	on	15	Jan.	1507	for	
the	homicide	of	John	Hagar	of	Methley,	husbandman.

SDSB,	117 271

1819 Noree James M St.	Katherine	by	
the	Tower

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1495 Debt In	a	Chancery	bill,	Pagan	de	Beassa,	a	merchant	of	Genoa,	complained	that	James	
Noree,	a	sanctuary	man	at	St.	Katherine's,	had	sued	him	for	a	debt	that	he	had	long	
since	paid	off,	in	the	court	in	St.	Katherine's.	When	he	tried	to	defend	himself	with	a	
wager	of	law	using	11	merchants	of	his	acquaintance,	the	steward	at	St.	Katherine's	
said	he	could	only	use	pledges	from	amongst	the	dwellers	of	St.	Katherine's	
sanctuary.	Year	approximate	(range	1493-1500).

TNA,	C	1/188/48 1593

793 Noreys Thomas M Church-taking,	
Sussex,	East	
Grinstead

Taking	church
Abjuration

Winchelsea 1412 1412-06-03 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	3	June	1412,	Noreys	fled	to	the	church	of	East	
Grinstead	[Sussex],	confessing	to	the	coroner	that	he	had	broken	into	a	house	at	
Buxted,	Sussex,	and	stolen	money	shortly	before	his	flight	to	the	church.	He	abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/199,	m.	23 719
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957 Norne William Lancashire,	
Padiham[?]

labourer M Church-taking,	
Derbyshire,	
Chapel-en-le-
Frith

Taking	church
Abjuration

Kingston	
upon	Hull

1524 1524-07-07 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	7	Jul.	1524	Norne	took	the	church	at	Chapel-en-le-
Frith,	Derbyshire.	He	confessed	to	the	coroner	on	14	Jul.	1524	that	on	19	Jun.	1524	
around	11	pm	at	Bolton,	Lancs.,	he	stole	a	piece	of	woolen	cloth	worth	4s.	He	
abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/495,	m.	23 855

1681 Norton Thomas gentleman M Bewdley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 In	a	Chancery	bill	from	1533-38,	John	Norton	complains	about	his	brother,	Thomas	
Norton,	who	is	at	the	time	in	"the	sentuarye	of	Bewdley"	with	£200,	but	will	not	
recompense	his	brother	for	expenses.	This	could	also	be	Beaulieu	abbey.

TNA,	C	1/863/46 1463

339 Norton William Surrey,	
Wandsworth

husbandman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1503 1503-03-20 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Norton	sought	sanctuary	on	20	Mar.	1503	for	
debt.

SDSB,	120 287

924 Norys Robert Kent,	Boxley yeoman M Church-taking,	
Kent,	Boxley	
Abbey

Taking	church
Ambiguous

1517 1517-07-20 Homicide Accessory Coroner's	inquest	at	Boxley,	Kent,	on	20	Jul.	1517	over	the	body	of	John	Bukmer.	The	
jurors	reported	that	on	19	Jul.	1517	at	4	pm	Roger	Lane	assaulted	and	killed	Bukmer	
with	a	hazestaff.	Stephen	Adcok,	John	Bourne,	and	Robert	Norys	had	before	the	
attack	feloniously	incited	him	to	commit	the	murder.	As	soon	as	the	felony	was	
committed,	they	all	fled	to	the	monastery	of	the	Blessed	Mary	at	Boxley.	(It	is	unclear	
whether	the	asylum	they	sought	was	meant	as	a	prelude	to	abjuration	or	permanent	
sanctuary.)

TNA,	KB	9/474,	m.	12 822

1213 Nupton William	
alias	
David

Cambridgeshir
e,	Cambridge

scholar M Beaulieu	
(abjuration	from	
Cambridgeshire,	
Cambridge	St.	
Peter	by	the	
Castle)	

Taking	church
Abjuration	to	
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1534 1534-05-06 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	that	at	Cambridge	within	the	liberty	of	the	town	on	6	May	
1534	William	Nupton,	late	scholar	of	Cambridge	University,	took	the	parish	church	of	
St.	Peter	by	the	Castle	at	Cambridge.	He	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	3	May	1531	
at	the	town	of	Hay	between	Hereford	and	Brekenoke	in	Wales	he	assaulted	a	certain	
Ryse	Floued,	Welshman,	and	killed	him.	He	abjured	and	chose	Beaulieu	in	Hampshire	
and	was	branded.

TNA,	KB	9/529,	m.	133;	KB	
29/167,	m.	24

1064

471 Nychollson John Yorkshire,	
Kirklington[?]

tailor M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1491 1491-02-17 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Nychollson	sought	sanctuary	on	14	Feb.	
[1491]	for	the	homicide	of	George	Denehill,	also	of	Kirklington,	husbandman,	whom	
he	killed	with	a	dagger.	Thomas	Nychollson,	also	a	tailor	of	Kirklington	and	
presumably	a	relative,	sought	sanctuary	for	the	same	killing	(ID	#472).

SDSB,	148 415

472 Nychollson	
or	
Necholson

Thomas Yorkshire,	
Kirklington[?]

tailor M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1491 1491-02-17 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Nychollson	sought	sanctuary	on	17	Feb.	
[1491]	for	the	homicide	of	George	Denem	or	Denehill,	also	of	Kirklington,	
husbandman,	whom	he	killed	with	a	dagger.	John	Nychollson,	also	a	tailor	of	
Kirklington	and	presumably	a	relative,	sought	sanctuary	for	the	same	killing	(ID	#471).

SDSB,	148-49 416

1678 Nycolson Robert Middlesex,	
Westminster

brewer M Chartered	
Sanctuary

1518 Debt In	a	Chancery	bill,	Nycolson	complains	that	he	had	to	flee	to	sanctuary	(unspecified)	
because	of	debts	on	repairs	to	the	Hart's	Horn	brewhouse	in	King	Street,	
Westminster,	for	which	he	believes	he	is	being	unfairly	held	liable	by	the	abbot	of	
Westminster	and	William	Goodwyn,	from	whom	he	has	sublet	the	brewhouse.	
Datable	to	1518-29.

TNA,	C	1/550/49-50 1460

962 Odley Peter Kent,	Worth husbandman M Sandwich,	
Carmelite	priory

Taking	church
Chartered	
Sanctuary
Ambiguous

1524 1524-09-02 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	2	Sept.	1524	at	Worth,	near	Sandwich,	Kent,	over	the	body	of	
Edward	Morell	of	Worth,	husbandman.	The	jurors	reported	that	Odley	on	31	Aug.	
1524	at	6	am	had	an	argument	with	Morell,	and	that	Odley	pulled	out	a	knife	and	
stabbed	Morell	in	the	side,	giving	him	a	mortal	wound.	After	the	murder,	Peter	fled	to	
the	parish	church	of	Worth	for	sanctuary	and	stayed	there	until	2	Sept.,	on	which	day	
from	defect	of	good	custody	by	the	townspeople	of	Worth	he	escaped	to	the	house	of	
Carmelite	friars	in	the	town	of	Sandwich.	(It	is	not	clear	if	the	latter	refuge	was	thus	
meant	to	be	a	permanent	stay	rather	than	temporary	sanctuary	prior	to	abjuration.)

TNA,	KB	9/497,	m.	80 860
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97 Oldhall William Middlesex,	
Westminster

Knight;	
Speaker	of	
the	House	of	
Commons

M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1451 1451-11-23 Treason Oldhall,	speaker	of	the	House	of	Commons	and	chamberlain	to	the	duke	of	York,	
sought	refuge	in	St.	Martin’s	when	he	was	implicated	in	Yorkist	manoeuvres	against	
Henry	VI.	SMLG	Dean	Caudray	was	able	to	shield	him	from	seizure	by	Henry	VI	until	
January	1452,	when	supporters	of	York’s	main	rival	the	duke	of	Somerset	forcibly	
removed	the	accused	traitor	from	the	sanctuary.	After	two	days,	upon	the	dean’s	
insistent	representation	to	the	king,	Oldhall	was	returned	to	the	sanctuary,	although	
with	the	proviso	that	Oldhall	was	to	be	kept	under	royal	guard.	Oldhall	remained	in	
the	sanctuary	for	more	than	three	years,	in	the	meantime	being	attainted	for	treason	
in	parliament	and	indicted	for	various	felonies	in	King’s	Bench.	He	finally	left	the	
sanctuary	after	the	Yorkist	victory	at	the	battle	of	St.	Albans	in	spring	1455.	Later,	
Oldhall	was	to	argue	successfully	in	King’s	Bench	that	during	his	time	in	St.	Martin’s	
he	should	be	regarded	as	having	been	in	the	“king’s	prison,”	as	at	least	up	until	
November	1454	he	had	been	there	under	the	custody	of	two	yeomen	of	the	crown.	
Thus	detained,	he	claimed,	he	had	been	unable	to	answer	any	charges	before	the	
king’s	courts	and	thus	should	be	absolved	of	his	outlawry,	an	argument	with	which	
the	king’s	attorney	concurred.

TNA,	KB	27/777,	rex	m.	3;	J.	
S.	Roskell,	“Sir	William	
Oldhall,	Speaker	in	the	
Parliament	of	1450-1451,”	
Nottingham	Medieval	
Studies	5	(1961):	104-7;	C	
1/17/278;	McSheffrey,	SS,	
46,	77-78

87

1057 Olyff	alias	
Grene

James	
[Olyff]	
alias	
George	
[Grene]	

Suffolk,	Bury	
St.	Edmunds

barber M Church-taking,	
Kent,	
Canterbury,	St.	
Augustine

Taking	church
Abjuration

Dover 1530 1530-12-17 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	17	Dec.	1530	that	William	Browne	[ID	#1056]	and	James	
Olyff,	alias	George	Grene	[ID	#1057],	took	church	at	the	monastery	of	St.	Augustine	
outside	the	walls	of	Canterbury,	Kent.	They	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	along	with	
Richard	Lucas	of	London,	yeoman,	Thomas	ap	Lusey	of	London,	yeoman,	John	Browne	
of	London,	yeoman	and	a	certain	man	whose	name	William	and	James	did	not	know,	
they	broke	into	a	close	at	Saxham,	Suffolk,	and	stole	plate	and	other	household	
goods,	clothes,	and	money.	They	abjured,	were	branded,	and	assigned	Dover.	Browne	
is	not	heard	from	again,	but	Olyff	was	caught	in	the	realm.	In	Easter	1532	Olyff	
appeared	in	King's	Bench,	and	claimed	that	when	he	proceeded	to	Dover	after	his	
abjuration	he	could	not	find	a	ship	to	take	him;	the	judges	took	this	under	
advisement,	but	then	in	Hillary	1533	they	held	against	his	argument.	He	then	pleaded	
clergy	successfully.	He	was	delivered	as	clerk	attaint,	with	no	purgation,	to	the	
ordinary	of	Westminster.	In	1540,	along	with	others	from	the	Westminster	
sanctuary/convict	house,	he	pleaded	a	general	pardon,	and	went	sine	die.

TNA,	KB	9/519,	m.	119;	KB	
29/165,	mm.	2,	8d,	10;	KB	
27/1083,	rex	m.	4d;	KB	
29/173,	m.	33d;	Baker,	
Spelman's	Reports,	1:49-50,	
2:277-78.

944

1204 Orrell William Yorkshire,	
Kingston	upon	
Hull

gentleman M Westminster	
Abbey		
(abjuration	from	
Yorkshire,	
Kingston	upon	
Hull)

Taking	church
Abjuration	to	
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 1532-09-19 Homicide In	the	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Orrell	was	noted	as	having	entered	
"about"	one	year	before,	"upon	abjuration."	The	murder	for	which	he	abjured,	the	
killing	of	John	Lownde,	merchant,	at	Kingston	on	Hull,	was	appealed	by	Lownde's	
widow;	a	legal	question	arose	regarding	whether	she	could	appeal	him	for	the	felony	
after	he	had	abjured.	He	obtained	a	pardon	for	the	abjuration	in	July	1533	(and	there	
was	a	further	question,	discussed	by	Spelman,	regarding	whether	the	pardon	also	
extinguished	the	outlawry	on	the	appeal).	That	latter	case	never	settled,	although	
Orrell	in	the	immediate	aftermath	of	pardon	lobbied	the	king	for	recompense	for	
"punishment	of	his	body"	and	restoration	of	his	properties	and	offices.	He	went	on	to	
further	royal	offices	and	perquisites,	and	by	the	1540s	was	described	as	a	gentleman	
of	the	king's	household.

TNA,	KB	9/526,	mm.	79-80;	
TNA,	KB	9/529,	mm.	57-58;	
KB	29/166,	mm.	i,	36;	KB	
29/167,	m.	26d;	SP	1/238,	
fols.	72-73;	Baker,	Spelman's	
Reports,	1:051,	167,	2:282-
83;	L&P,	6:404,	428-28;	
11:156;	17:262;	McSheffrey,	
SS,	181-83

1059

795 Orwell William M Church-taking,	
Middlesex,	
Westminster,	St.	
Mary	le	Strand;	
Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary
Taking	church

1410 1410-11-05 Felony Presentment	by	Middlesex	jurors	at	King's	Bench	that	Orwell	had	taken	church	at	St.	
Mary	le	Strand	for	diverse	felonies;	the	townspeople	of	Westminster	watched	over	
him	for	two	days,	but	then	when	a	certain	William	Moyle	with	many	other	unknown	
malefactors,	arrayed	in	manner	of	war	and	carrying	many	weapons,	attacked	the	
church,	they	wrested	Orwell	from	the	townspeople's	custody.	From	there	he	fled	to	
sanctuary	at	Westminster.	The	townspeople	were	fined	100s	for	the	escape	of	Orwell,	
to	their	great	impoverishment.

TNA,	KB	9/201/4,	m.	12 721
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400 Osborne John London	 haberdasher M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1513 1513-05-12 Security Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Osborne	sought	sanctuary	on	12	May	1513	
for	security	of	his	body.

SDSB,	133 345

256 Osmotherla
w

George Cumbria,	
Holme	
Cultram

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1518 1518-05-25 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Osmotherlaw	sought	sanctuary	on	25	May	
1518	because	he	killed	John	Watson	at	Wheyrigg	in	Bromfield	parish	(Cumbria)	on	13	
May,	with	a	dagger.

SDSB,	79 212

332 Osse William Lincolnshire,	
Boston

baker M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1502 1502-03-10 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Osse	sought	sanctuary	on	10	Mar.	1502	for	
debt.

SDSB,	118 280

1831 Oswyck Bernard "from	across	
the	seas"

goldsmith M Church-taking,	
Kent,	
Canterbury	
Cathedral

Taking	church 1425 Amongst	a	set	of	complaints	made	by	the	bailiffs	and	citizens	of	Canterbury	against	
the	prior	of	the	Cathedral	was	included	the	refusal	to	hand	over	the	alien	goldsmith	
Bernard	Oswyck	to	the	bailiffs	of	the	town	when	he	claimed	sanctuary.	Cox	seems	
also	to	refer	to	this	incident,	although	he	gives	no	reference;	he	indicates	that	the	
bailiffs	of	Canterbury	had	tried	to	remove	with	force	an	escaped	prisoner	who	had	
taken	refuge	in	the	church,	dragging	him	from	a	tomb	surrounded	by	iron	railings	into	
the	nave	of	the	church.

Canterbury	Cathedral	
Archives,	DCc-
ChAnt/C/1232/4	and	5	
(calendared	on	TNA	
Discovery);	Cox,	Sanctuaries,	
233-34

1600

773 Owen Thomas London	 tallowchandl
er

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1538 1538-06-17 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Owen	sought	sanctuary	on	17	June	1538	for	
the	homicide	and	death	of	a	certain	[blank]	Abard,	gentleman.

SDSB,	210 702

412 Oxenherd Nicholas Lincolnshire,	
Pickworth

husbandman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1500 1500-01-10 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Oxenherd	sought	sanctuary	on	10	Jan.	1500	
for	the	homicide	of	James	Smyth,	recently	killed	at	the	field	of	Somerby	in	Lincs.

SDSB,	135-36 357

1424 Padley John M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 On	23	Sept.	1533,	Archbishop	of	Canterbury	Thomas	Cranmer	wrote	to	Cromwell	
asking	him	"to	remember	my	kinsman	John	Padley,	sanctuary	man	in	Westminster."

TNA,	SP	1/79,	fol.	59	(L&P,	
6:478)

1259

314 Padley Roger Yorkshire,	
Rotherham

chapman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1505 1505-03-19 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Padley	sought	sanctuary	at	Beverley	on	19	
Mar.	1505	for	debt.

SDSB,	115 262

1406 Padley Thomas M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1525 Homicide A	list	of	those	privileged	of	the	Westminster	sanctuary	dated	1	Jun.	1533	indicates	
that	Thomas	Padley	had	been	in	sanctuary	for	8	years,	having	taken	the	privilege	for	
murder.

TNA,	SP	1/238,	fols.	72-73 1240

1001 Panke Robert London	 undersheriff'
s	servant

M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1528 1528-04-16 Homicide Self-defence Coroner's	inquest	in	the	parish	of	St.	Nicholas	Shambles,	London,	on	17	Apr.	1528,	
over	the	body	of	Richard	Goldesburgh,	yeoman.	The	jurors	reported	that	Panke,	
servant	of	William	Holles,	undersheriff	of	London,	had	on	16	Apr.	1528	met	up	with	
Goldesburgh	at	the	Rose	tavern	in	the	parish	of	St.	Nicholas	between	noon	and	1pm.	
Panke,	by	virtue	of	a	certain	suit	of	40s	undertaken	against	Goldesburgh	by	Thomas	
Bayly,	citizen	and	bowyer	of	London,	at	the	Poultry	Counter	(the	sheriff's	prison)	in	
January	1528,	wanted	to	arrest	Goldesburgh,	quietly	and	licitly,	following	the	laws	of	
England	and	the	custom	of	the	City.	Goldesburgh	refused	to	come	quietly,	however,	
and	assaulted	Panke,	and	so	Panke	in	self	defence	ran	away,	but	he	could	go	no	
further,	and	struck	out	against	Goldesburgh,	killing	him.	Thus	the	jurors	say	he	killed	

TNA,	KB	9/506/1,	mm.	43-
44;	KB	27/1067,	rex	m.	3

899

1522 Parenet Richard Warwickshire,	
Radford

chaplain M Church-taking,	
Northamptonshi
re,	Daventry,	St.	
Augustine's	
Priory

Taking	church
Abjuration

Sandwich 1475 1475-09-03 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	that	Parenet	took	church	at	the	abbey	of	St.	Augustine	in	
Daventry,	Northants.,	on	3	Sept.	1475,	and	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	in	
November	1459,	together	with	John	Pygot	and	William	Heyward,	both	of	Normanby,	
Lincs.,	yeomen,	he	assaulted	and	killed	William	Saunderson	of	Gainsborough,	Lincs.	
He	abjured.	A	note	on	the	memorandum	indicates	Parenet	was	in	the	Marshalsea	in	
Michaelmas	1482	(long	gap	between	murder	and	abjuration;	another	long	gap	before	
process	at	KB).

TNA,	KB	9/362,	m.	42 1340

866 Pargetour Thomas London	 salter M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1494 1494-08-17 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	in	the	parish	of	St.	Matthew,	Friday	Street,	London,	on	5	Sept.	
1494,	over	the	body	of	Henry	Averyn.	Jurors	found	that	Averyn	had	been	on	West	
Cheap	at	the	corner	of	Friday	Street	on	17	Aug.	1494	when	Pargetour	assaulted	and	
murdered	him	with	a	woodknife.	Averyn	died	from	the	wounds	on	5	Sept.	Following	
the	felony	Pargetour	fled	to	St.	Martin	le	Grand.	A	writ	calling	the	record	up	to	King's	
Bench	was	dated	21	Nov.	1495.

TNA,	KB	9/406,	mm	5-6 776
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1774 Parker John London	 grocer M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1426 Debt A	complaint	(with	a	date	range	of	1426-32)	made	to	the	chancellor	by	John	Lacy,	
draper	of	London,	that	Parker	had	fled	to	sanctuary	at	Westminster	with	cloth	for	
which	he	had	not	paid	Lacy,	intending	never	to	come	out.

TNA,	SC	8/304/15183 1549

1255 Parker Robert Nottinghamshi
re,	Radcliffe	
on	Trent

labourer M SJJ:	Unspecified	
house	in	Notts.

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1518 1518-06-11 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	at	East	Radcliffe,	Notts.,	11	Jun.	1518	over	the	body	of	William	
Federston.	Jurors	report	that	Parker	assaulted	Federston	with	a	staff,	giving	him	a	
wound	from	which	he	died	that	same	day.	Afterwards	he	fled	to	a	certain	house	held	
of	the	prior	and	brothers	of	St.	John	of	Jerusalem	in	England,	and	there	he	sought	the	
immunity	and	privilege	of	the	aforesaid	prior	and	brothers.	As	Hunnisett	notes,	the	
King's	Bench	controlment	roll	indicates	that	Parker	was	outlawed	on	17	Oct.	1519.

TNA,	KB	9/969,	m.	19;	
Hunnisett,	Notts.	Coroners'	
Inquests,	34-35;	McSheffrey,	
SS,	98

1098

983 Parker Thomas Yorkshire,	
Enderby

yeoman M Leicester,	
Greyfriars

Taking	church
Abjuration

Boston 1526 1526-05-28 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	28	May	1526	at	Norburgh,	Leics.,	over	the	body	of	Thomas	Otefeld	
of	Norburgh,	yeoman.	The	jurors	reported	that	on	27	May	Otefeld,	at	the	instigation	
of	Robert	Browne	of	Lilbourne,	Northants.,	clerk,	went	into	the	chase	of	
Leicestershire,	contrary	to	the	king's	laws	and	a	recent	proclamation,	and	there	
hunted	and	slew	the	king's	deer.	Parker,	the	king's	gamekeeper	in	the	Chase	of	
Leicester,	by	virtue	of	his	office,	came	to	arrest	Otefeld	and	deliver	him	to	the	
lieutenant	of	the	Chase,	but	Otefeld	refused	to	submit	himself	and	drew	his	sword	
against	Parker.	Thus	Parker	then	and	there,	with	a	forest	bill,	struck	Otefeld	on	the	
left	thigh,	in	his	own	defence.	Otefeld	got	onto	his	horse	and	fled	but	fell	off	and	died.	
Parker	then	fled.	A	note	at	the	bottom	indicates	that	Browne	had	been	examined	and	
acknowledged	the	flight	etc.	in	the	Chase.	At	the	peace	sessions	in	Enderby,	
Leicestershire,	15	Jun.	1526,	the	jurors	presented	that	Parker	had	murdered	Otefeld,	
and	was	now	in	sanctuary	in	the	Greyfriars	church	in	Leicester;	his	property	and	
chattels	were	listed.	A	coroner's	memorandum	from	the	City	of	Leicester,	dated	19	
Jun.	1526,	recorded	that	Parker	had	taken	the	Greyfriars	church	in	Leicester	some	
days	before,	and	when	the	coroners	went	to	him	he	confessed	that	he	had	struck	
Otefeld	and	gave	him	a	wound	from	which	he	died.	He	abjured.	

TNA,	KB	9/502,	mm.	90,	145,	
146

881

820 Parker	alias	
Gerard

John Kent,	
Elmstone

soldier M Church-taking,	
London,	St.	
Botulph	without	
Bishopsgate

Taking	church
Abjuration

Dover 1440 1440-04-14 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	14	Apr.	1440	Parker	took	church	at	St.	Botulph	
without	Bishopsgate,	London,	and	confessed	the	burglary	of	the	house	of	Richard	
Hert	at	Hoxton,	Middlesex.	He	abjured.	The	notations	on	the	memo,	the	writ	attached	
to	it,	and	an	entry	in	the	King's	Bench	controlment	roll	indicate	that	he	never	left	the	
realm	but	within	10	days	was	taken	into	custody	and	then	soon	after	was	hanged.

TNA,	KB	9/232/1,	mm.	55-
56;	KB	29/73,	m.	22d;	
McSheffrey,	SS,	64

746

1407 Parkis John M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 1533-03-01 Homicide In	the	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Parkis	was	named	as	having	entered	for	
murder,	about	a	quarter	of	a	year	before	(~early	Mar.	1533).

TNA,	SP	1/238,	fols.	72-73 1241

1039 Parkyns John London	 vintner M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1530 1530-03-11 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	12	Mar.	1530	in	the	parish	of	St.	Michael	Queenhithe,	in	London,	
over	the	body	of	Richard	Browne,	recently	citizen	and	brewer	of	London,	and	also	
recently	sergeant	("serviens	ad	clavem")	to	Michael	Dormer,	the	sheriff,	lying	killed.	
The	jurors	reported	that	on	11	Mar.	1530	between	6pm	and	7pm	Browne	had	been	in	
the	dwelling	house	or	tavern	of	John	Parkyns	in	the	parish	of	St.	Michael	Queenhithe,	
when	Parkyns	came	along	and	assaulted	Browne	with	a	daggar	worth	8d,	giving	him	
three	wounds	from	which	he	immediately	died.	Parkyns	then	fled	to	Westminster.	
Another	coroner's	inquest	dated	the	same	day	(same	parish,	same	coroner,	same	
jurors)	was	convened	over	the	body	of	Ralph	Daryngton,	another	servant	("valectus")	
of	Michael	Dormer,	the	sheriff.	The	jurors	similarly	reported	that	he	had	been	in	
Parkyns's	tavern	at	the	same	time,	when	he	was	stabbed	and	killed	by	John	Parkyns,	
and	similarly	they	reported	that	Parkyns	afterward	fled	to	Westminster.	In	the	1532	
and	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	censuses,	Parkyns	was	named	as	having	entered	c.	
1530	"for	murder	of	two	sergeants	but	a	<...>"	(1532).	The	King's	Bench	controlment	
roll	indicates	he	was	outlawed	3	Mar.	1533.

TNA,	KB	9/517,	mm.	1-2;	KB	
29/164,	m.	38d;	SP	1/70,	fol.	
133;	SP	1/238,	fols.	72-73
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589 Parkynson John Yorkshire,	
Reighton

labourer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1516 1516-10-23 Asportation Also	debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Parkynson	sought	sanctuary	on	23	Oct.	1516	
for	theft	and	for	debt.

SDSB,	172 522

1842 Parkys John Lincolnshire,	
Louth

labourer M Church-taking,	
Lincolnshire,	
Ashby

Taking	church
Abjuration

Lynn 1512 1512-03-25 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	25	Mar.	1512	Parkys	sought	sanctuary	at	the	parish	
church	in	Ashby	for	a	number	of	thefts	in	Lincolnshire,	including	"bars	of	iron"	from	
Lady	Margaret	Beaufort,	the	countess	of	Richmond,	in	1508	or	1509,	and	wool	from	
the	Gilbertine	abbey	in	Sixhills.	He	abjured.	The	KB	controlment	roll	indicates	that	his	
abjuration	was	noted	at	King's	Bench	in	Easter	1512,	but	no	further	process	found.

TNA,	KB	9/458,	m.	20;	KB	
29/144,	m.	7

1609

874 Parson Nicholas Middlesex,	
Westminster

labourer M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1502 1502-11-06 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	on	6	Nov.	1502*	at	Westminster	within	the	abbot's	liberty	over	the	
body	of	Richard	Flasket	of	London,	vintner.	Jurors	reported	that	Flasket	was	assaulted	
by	Parson	at	9	am,	from	precogitated	malice,	with	a	shovel,	giving	him	a	blow	on	the	
head	from	which	he	immediately	died.	Parson	fled	to	Westminster	sanctuary.	[*The	
date	may	be	incorrect:	it	is	dated	on	Thursday,	the	feast	of	St.	Leonard	the	bishop,	18	
Henry	VII;	if	the	main	feast	of	St.	Leonard,	on	6	Nov.,	is	meant,	it	was	not	a	Thursday	
in	1502,	but	it	is	unclear	that	there	is	another	feast	of	St.	Leonard	that	the	coroner	
meant.]

TNA,	KB	9/431,	m.	110 784

448 Paten Thomas Suffolk,	Bury	
St.	Edmunds

weaver M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1498 1498-03-09 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Paten	sought	sanctuary	9	Mar.	1498,	
admitting	that	he	had	committed	the	homicide	of	[blank]	Goodale	at	Laname	
[Lavenham?]	in	Suffolk.

SDSB,	143 393

457 Pateson Marmadu
ke

Yorkshire,	
Flamborough

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1499 1499-01-30 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Pateson	sought	sanctuary	on	30	Jan.	1499,	
admitting	that	he	had	committed	homicide,	that	is	of	John	Mottows,	killed	at	
Flamborough.

SDSB,	145 402

200 Pattenson Edmund Northumberla
nd,	Barrasford,	
Chollerton

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1513 1513-01-27 Homicide Accessory Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Gerard	and	Edmund	Pattenson	sought	
sanctuary	on	27	Jan.	1513	because	Gerard,	after	having	been	assaulted	by	Norman	
Heron	at	Barrasford,	struck	him	with	a	lance	on	the	left	part	of	the	chest,	killing	him.	
Edmund	gave	him	help	and	assistance.

SDSB,	63 165

199 Pattenson Gerard Northumberla
nd,	Barrasford,	
Chollerton

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1513 1513-01-27 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Gerard	and	Edmund	Pattenson	sought	
sanctuary	on	27	Jan.	1513	because	Gerard,	after	having	been	assaulted	by	Norman	
Heron	at	Barrasford,	struck	him	with	a	lance	on	the	left	part	of	the	chest,	killing	him.	
Edmund	gave	him	help	and	assistance.

SDSB,	63 165

1171 Payne William Northamptons
hire,	Old	
Stratford

labourer M Church-taking,	
Northamptonshi
re,	Passenham

Taking	church
Abjuration

Westcheste
r,	Cheshire

1508 1508-06-17 Homicide Both	coroner's	memoranda	of	abjuration	for	William	Turnam	(#1170)	and	William	
Payne	(#1171)	and	a	coroner's	inquest	report	over	the	body	of	their	victim,	Francis	
Aleyn,	survive.	Although	this	was	not	noted	on	Turnam's	and	Payne's	abjurations	
(which	baldly	state	that	they	murdered	Francis	Aleyn,	chaplain),	the	coroner's	inquest	
for	Aleyn	indicates	that	the	homicide	was	in	revenge	for	the	rape	of	Margaret	Wylson.	
The	jurors	indicated	that	Turnam	and	Payne,	both	of	Old	Stratford,	accompanied	by	
Wylson,	had	lain	in	wait	and	attacked	Aleyn	following	Aleyn's	having	broken	into	the	
house	of	John	Wydevyll	at	Old	Stratford,	where	he	"carnally	knew"	Margaret	Wylson,	
apparently	by	force.	Despite	the	jurors'	report	of	her	presence,	no	indictment	of	
Wylson	as	accessory	has	been	found.	Immediately	after	the	homicide,	Turnam	and	
Payne	fled	to	the	Passenham	parish	church	where	they	abjured.	The	controlment	roll	
indicates	both	were	outlawed,	Turnam	on	8	Apr.	1512	(no	date	given	for	Payne).

TNA,	KB	9/960,	m.	83,	84;	KB	
29/138,	m.	3d

1031

964 Peke John Kent,	Sutton	
Valence

shoemaker M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1525 1525-05-02 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	at	Sutton	Valence,	Kent,	2	May	1525,	over	the	body	of	Richard	
Algode	of	Sutton	Valence.	Jurors	reported	that	on	30	Apr.	1525,	after	sundown,	that	
is	about	8	pm,	Peke	assaulted	Algode,	stabbing	him	with	a	dagger	and	killing	him.	
Peke	immediately	fled,	the	inhabitants	of	Sutton	Valence	pursuing	him	to	the	next	
four	townships,	and	the	inhabitants	know	for	certain	that	he	took	sanctuary	at	
Westminster.

TNA,	KB	9/499,	m.	52 862
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963 Pele Thomas Lincolnshire,	
Rigsby[?]

embroiderer M Church-taking,	
Yorkshire,	
Ingleton

Taking	church
Abjuration

Newcastle	
upon	Tyne

1525 1525-03-01 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	1	Mar.	1525	Pele	took	the	church	of	Ingleton,	
Yorkshire,	for	sanctuary.	He	confessed	to	the	coroner	on	2	Apr.	that	on	20	Mar.	1524	
at	Dent,	Yorks.,	he	had	stolen	a	maser	and	some	cloth	from	Henry	Cokeson.	He	
abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/499,	m.	29 861

1818 Pelet John London	 wool	
merchant

M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1491 Debt In	a	Chancery	bill,	plaintiff	William	Wollynton	alleges	that	Pelet,	together	with	his	
brother-in-law,	mercer	Richard	Golofer,	had	conspired	that	Pelet	would	buy	£120	of	
wool	from	Wollynton	and	then	take	sanctuary	at	Westminster	before	paying	him,	
leaving	him	with	no	remedy.	Year	approximate;	range	1486-93.	

TNA,	C	1/180/40-41 1592

401 Penneworth Thomas Lincolnshire,	
Lokkeswold[?]

webster M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1513 1513-10-11 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Penneworth	sought	sanctuary	on	11	Oct.	
1513	for	the	homicide	of	John	Tyson	also	of	Lokkeswold.

SDSB,	133 346

1741 Penye Thomas Kent,	
Hollingbourne

husbandman M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1526 1526-10-13 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	14	Oct.	1526	over	the	body	of	Thomasina	Penye,	wife	of	Thomas	
Penye	of	Hollingbourne,	husbandman.	The	jurors	reported	that	on	13	Oct.	around	
8pm	Thomasina	had	been	in	God's	peace	and	the	king's	at	Hollingbourne	when	her	
husband	Thomas	attacked	her	with	a	hedge-stake,	giving	her	a	mortal	wound	on	the	
head.	Immediately	afterward	he	fled,	and	the	people	of	the	township	heard	that	he	
had	fled	to	the	sanctuary	of	St.	Peter's	Abbey	at	Westminster.	The	King's	Bench	
controlment	roll	indicates	that	on	23	Dec.	1527,	Penye	was	outlawed.

TNA,	KB	9/973,	m.	57;	KB	
29/159,	m.	2

1519

437 Percy Bartholo
mew

Leicestershire,	
Leicester

hatmaker M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1497 1497-04-02 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Percy	sought	sanctuary	on	2	Apr.	1497	for	
debt.

SDSB,	141 382

435 Pereson Bartholo
mew

Yorkshire,	
Driffield

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1496 1496-07-13 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Pereson	sought	sanctuary	13	Jul.	1496	for	the	
homicide	of	John	Elyot.

SDSB,	140 380

43 Perkyng John Yorkshire,	
Cowesby	[near	
Thirsk]

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1490 1490-11-12 Asportation False	
accusation

Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Perkyng	sought	sanctuary	on	12	Nov.	1490	
because	on	16	Sept.	he	had	sold	two	cows	to	Henry	Wylson	of	Helmsley,	which	he	
later	found	had	been	stolen	from	Thomas	Wade	of	Kepwick	by	a	certain	John	Tod.	
Tod	had	asked	Perkyng's	help	in	selling	the	cows,	which	he	had	pretended	were	his	
own.	Perkyng	fears	facing	the	law	even	though	he	is	innocent	of	the	theft;	Tod	has	
now	left	the	country	[depatriavit]	and	Perkyng	seeks	the	immunity	of	the	church	for	
the	protection	of	his	body.

SDSB,	16 38

32 Perpound Richard Essex,	
Chipstead[?]

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1485 1485-02-07 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Perpound	sought	sanctuary	on	7	Feb.	1485	
because	near	the	town	of	Ipswich,	"Norfolk,"	he	feloniously	struck	Robert	Hause,	
gentleman,	on	the	arm	with	a	wood	knife	and	killed	him.

SDSB,	12 28

507 Perpoynt Edmund Derbyshire,	
Wall[?]

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1490 1490-09-04 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Perpoynt	sought	sanctuary	on	4	Sept.	[year	
presumed	1490	from	surrounding	entries],	for	the	death	of	John	Stenffyn	of	
Shirebrook	in	Derbyshire.

SDSB,	155 448

385 Person Christoph
er

Yorkshire,	
Routh

mercer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1512 1512-09-13 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Person	sought	sanctuary	on	13	Sept.	1512	for	
debt.

SDSB,	130 332

14 Person Robert Durham,	
Barnard	Castle

carpenter M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1480 1480-02-02 Homicide Self-defence Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	on	2	Feb.	1480	Person	sought	sanctuary	from	
Sir	Thomas	Halser,	the	sacristan,	because	on	30	June	1476	at	Haldworth	in	the	parish	
of	Halifax,	York	diocese,	in	defence	of	his	body,	as	he	says,	he	shot	an	arrow	and	hit	
and	mortally	wounded	Thomas	Ferrour	in	the	throat,	whence	Ferrour	within	nine	
days	died,	as	it	is	said.

SDSB,	5 11

584 Person Robert Worcestershir
e,	Pershore

butcher M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1516 1516-09-20 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Person	sought	sanctuary	on	20	Sept.	1516	for	
the	homicide	of	[blank]	Paunffeld,	gentleman.

SDSB,	171 517

821 Petervale Roger M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1444 1444-01-06 Felony Middlesex	jurors	presented	that	Gilbert	Bocher	of	Westminster,	servant,	and	Henry	
Horneby	of	Westminster,	"sponemaker,"	arrayed	in	manner	of	war,	assaulted	a	
constable	of	Westminster	on	6	Jan.	1444	and	rescued	Petervale,	"a	common	and	
notorious	felon,"	at	that	time	in	the	constable's	custody,	and	took	him	to	sanctuary	at	
Westminster.

TNA,	KB	9/244,	m.	29 747

Sanctuary Seekers in England, c. 1380-1550, ordered by seekers' names

30/05/17 153



Seeker	
ID

Surname First	
Name

Seeker	Place	
of	Origin

Seeker	
Occupation	
or	Status

Sex Sanctuary Sanctuary	Type Port	
Assigned

Year Date Seeker	
Reason

Seeker	
Reason	

Elaboration

	Summary	of	case Reference Case	
ID

1286 Petitt M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1519 In	a	"Search	for	suspected	persons"	in	various	places	around	London	undertaken	for	
the	crown	in	1519,	a	list	for	the	sanctuary	in	Westminster	includes	several	specifically	
identified	as	sanctuary	men	(perhaps	they	all	were,	but	only	these	included	here).	A	
man	named	Petitt	"saith	he	is	a	seyntuary	man"	and	that	lord	[illegible]	knows	why	he	
keeps	sanctuary.

TNA,	SP	1/18,	fol.	254 1123

1542 Pewterer Robert Staffordshire,	
Lichfield

pewterer M Church-taking,	
Staffordshire,	
Lichfield,	
Greyfriars

Taking	church
Ambiguous

1496 1496-04-27 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	27	Apr.	1496	at	Alrewas,	Staffs.,	over	the	body	of	John	Hunt.	Jurors	
say	that	Edward	Pury,	Thomas	Harper,	John	Harper,	William	Harper,	Robert	Halpeny,	
John	Sharpcliff,	and	Robert	Pewterer	(servant	of	Nicholas	Cokkes	of	Lichfield,	
pewterer),	had	on	25	Apr.	1496	lain	in	wait	near	Hunt's	house	and	feloniously	
murdered	him.	After	the	felony	they	fled	to	the	Franciscan	friary	in	Lichfield.	It	is	
unclear	if	they	mean	to	take	church	prior	to	abjuration,	or	if	they	sought	permanent	
asylum	at	the	friary.	A	note	on	the	report	indicates	that	the	record	was	handed	up	to	
Westminster	in	Michaelmas	1496.	The	King's	Bench	controlment	roll	indicates	that	all	
the	men	were	outlawed	in	Michaelmas	term	1497,	so	it	appears	that	in	any	case	they	
escaped	prosecution.

TNA,	KB	9/410,	m.	90;	KB	
29/127,	m.	1

1352

1131 Pewyk John Worcestershir
e,	Wolwyk	or	
Colwyk[?]

yeoman M Church-taking,	
Worcestershire,	
Kempsey

Taking	church 1499 1499-09-20 Felony Jurors	presentment,	19	Apr.	1507,	handed	up	to	King's	Bench	from	the	Hundred	of	
Oswaldslow,	Worcs.,	that	Pewyk	had	on	20	Sept.	1499	at	Kempsey,	Worcs.,	taken	
church	for	diverse	felonies	which	he	had	committed,	and	stayed	there	for	a	"great	
time,"	but	that	on	the	day,	year,	and	place	indicated	[1499?	or	in	April	1507?],	for	
defect	of	good	custody	of	the	parishioners,	he	escaped.	The	parishioners	were	
indicted	for	the	escape,	but	in	Hillary	1509	they	claim	that	Pewyk	never	entered	the	
church	or	took	sanctuary	and	it	was	to	be	put	to	a	jury.	In	Michaelmas	1509	they	
presented	a	pardon.	It's	not	clear	either	why	a	1499	escape	was	prosecuted	in	1507	--	
or	alternatively	why	a	sanctuary	seeker	was	allowed	to	remain	in	the	church	for	more	
than	seven	years.

TNA,	KB	9/445,	m.	6d;	KB	
27/990,	rex	m.	14;	KB	
29/138,	m.	22d;	KB	27/993,	
rex	m.	9.

997

902 Phelip Roger Kent,	Deal labourer M Church-taking,	
Kent,	
Canterbury,	St.	
Augustine

Taking	church 1513 1513-09-21 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	at	Canterbury	on	21	Sept.	1513,	that	Roger	Phelip	had	fled	
to	the	church	and	cemetery	of	St.	Augustine,	Canterbury,	and	when	the	coroner	
approached	him	there,	he	said	that	he	had	taken	sanctuary	because	on	21	Sept.	1511	
at	Birches,	Hereford,	he	attacked	George	Bayle	of	Birches,	hitting	on	the	chest	with	a	
staff	so	that	he	died.	And	because	of	that	murder,	he	sought	sanctuary	for	forty	days;	
he	said	that	he	wished	to	stay	in	the	cemetery	but	not	to	abjure	the	realm.	

TNA,	KB	9/465,	m.	122 810

764 Phelyp Henry dyer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1536 1536-07-10 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Phelyp	sought	sanctuary	on	10	Jul.	1536	for	
debt.

SDSB,	208 693
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1155 Philip Robert Yorkshire,	
Wakefield

barber M Church-taking,	
Yorkshire,	
Newland

Taking	church 1536 1536-03-04 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	6	Mar.	1536	at	Wakefield,	Yorks.,	over	the	body	of	John	Jepson.	The	
jurors	reported	that	Philip	had,	on	4	Mar.,	attacked	Jepson,	giving	him	a	wound	from	
which	he	died	5	Mar.	The	indictment	does	not	indicate	anything	about	Jepson	fleeing	
to	sanctuary.	Jepson	appeared	before	the	gaol	delivery	at	York	soon	after,	where	the	
case	was	referred	up	to	King's	Bench.	In	Michaelmas	1536	at	King's	Bench,	Philip	
pleaded	sanctuary,	claiming	that	on	4	Mar.	1536	he	had	taken	the	church	of	Newland	
in	Yorkshire	and	openly	called	for	the	coroner.	But	on	5	Mar.,	he	claimed,	John	
Bradforth,	John	Peeke,	and	at	least	thirty	others	assaulted	him	there	in	the	church	
with	force	and	arms	and	seized	him.	The	case	was	carried	over	from	term	to	term	at	
KB	from	Michaelmas	1536	until	Trinity	1539,	when	he	was	put	to	bail.	He	did	not	
appear	at	subsequent	court	dates	and	in	December	1541	he	was	outlawed.	A	George	
Philip,	perhaps	his	father,	wrote	a	letter	in	1535	preserved	amongst	Star	Chamber	
records	to	someone	he	addresses	as	"his	lordship,"	perhaps	Cromwell,	asking	for	
intervention	in	the	case	as	Philip's	seizure	from	sanctuary	and	arraignment	had	been	
subject	to	undue	influence	from	local	powers,	named	as	Master	Tempes	and	Master	
Savell.	George	Philip	indicates	that	Sir	Richard	Lyster,	chief	baron	of	the	Exchequer	
and	from	a	Wakefield	family,	had	informally	spoken	to	"his	lordship"	about	the	case,	
but	apparently	to	no	avail	given	the	subsequent	events.

TNA,	KB	27/1101,	rex	m.	15;	
TNA,	KB	29/169,	m.	4d,	10d,	
30d;	STAC	2/23/257.

1015

1824 Philippys Richard M Bristol,	St.	
Augustine's	
monastery

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1496 In	a	petition	submitted	to	Chancery,	John	Hewis,	Thomas	Harrys,	John	Dountehame,	
Nicholas	Mason	alias	Sporier,	Richard	Philippys,	Robert	Lokyar,	and	Dominic	Arthur	
complained	that	they	were	arrested	in	June	1496	within	the	sanctuary	precinct	of	St.	
Augustine's	monastery	by	Bristol	civic	officials	in	relation	to	a	trespass	suit	in	the	civic	
court;	it	is	unclear	if	they	had	taken	sanctuary	specifically	in	relation	to	the	trespass	or	
for	some	other	reason.

TNA,	C	1/207/59;	Great	
White	Book	of	Bristol,	43-67;	
Fleming,	"Conflict".

1440

1631 Piggesden John M Church-taking,	
Hampshire,	
Southampton	
Greyfriars

Taking	church
Abjuration

Southampt
on

1413 1413-01-19 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	19	Jan.	1413	Piggesden	took	the	Greyfriars'	church	in	
Southampton.	He	confessed	a	break	and	enter	and	a	horse	theft,	both	in	Wiltshire,	
and	abjured.	The	patent	roll	records	that	he	was	pardoned	9	Mar.	1414	for	felonies	
and	for	re-entry	into	realm.

TNA,	KB	9/993,	mm.	15-16;	
CPR	1413-16,	173

1412

1457 Plantagenet Cecily Princess	of	
England	
(daughter	of	
Edward	IV)

F Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1470 1470-10-01 Civil	war The	Great	Chronicle	recorded	that	on	1	Oct.	1470	Queen	Elizabeth,	wife	of	Edward	IV,	
"registered	her	and	such	as	belonged	to	her	as	sanctuary	folks"	at	Westminster	
Abbey,	including	her	daughters	Elizabeth,	Mary,	and	Cecily.	Other	chronicles	and	the	
Paston	letters	confirm.	She	gave	birth	to	her	oldest	son	Edward	while	in	sanctuary.	
She	and	her	children	came	out	of	sanctuary	in	1471	at	Edward	IV's	return	to	the	
throne.	Queen	Elizabeth	returned	to	Westminster	in	1483,	with	her	children	following	
Richard	III's	seizure	of	power,	but	she	and	her	older	daughters	are	entered	in	this	
database	only	once	so	as	not	inflate	unduly	the	number	of	women	taking	sanctuary	
(already	a	very	small	sample	size).

Paston	Letters,	1:564;	Great	
Chronicle	of	London,	213-13;	
Fabyan,	New	Chronicles,	568-
60,	668;	Vergil,	English	
History,	133,	175-78,	210

1286

1880 Plantagenet Edward Prince	of	
Wales,	
uncrowned	
king	of	
England	(son	
of	Edward	
IV)

M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1483 Civil	war Polydore	Vergil	and	Fabyan	reported	that	Queen	Elizabeth,	widow	of	Edward	IV,	went	
into	Westminster	sanctuary	for	a	second	time	in	the	spring	of	1483	out	of	concern	for	
their	safety	as	her	brother-in-law	Richard	(the	future	Richard	III)	seized	the	throne.	
Both	sons,	the	uncrowned	king	Edward	V	and	his	brother	Richard,	duke	of	York,	
initially	entered	the	sanctuary	with	their	mother	and	sisters,	but	both	were	
surrendered	to	their	uncle's	custody	and	then	(famously)	disappeared.

Vergil,	English	History,	
175–78,	210;	Fabyan,	New	
Chronicles,	668;	McSheffrey,	
SS ,	47,	53

1645

1468 Plantagenet Edward Prince	of	
Wales	(son	
of	Henry	VI)

M Beaulieu Chartered	
Sanctuary

1471 Civil	war Polydore	Vergil	reported	that	Queen	Margaret,	wife	of	Henry	VI,	and	their	son	Prince	
Edward	went	into	sanctuary	at	Beaulieu	following	the	battle	of	Barnet,	1471,	in	order	
to	regroup,	emerging	to	meet	Edward	IV	again	at	Tewkesbury.

Vergil,	English	History,	148;	
McSheffrey,	SS ,	45

1297
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1455 Plantagenet Elizabeth Princess	of	
England	
(daughter	of	
Edward	IV)

F Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1470 1470-10-01 Civil	war The	Great	Chronicle	recorded	that	on	1	Oct.	1470	Queen	Elizabeth,	wife	of	Edward	IV,	
"registered	her	and	such	as	belonged	to	her	as	sanctuary	folks"	at	Westminster	
Abbey,	including	her	daughters	Elizabeth,	Mary,	and	Cecily.	Other	chronicles	and	the	
Paston	letters	confirm.	She	gave	birth	to	her	oldest	son	Edward	while	in	sanctuary.	
She	and	her	children	came	out	of	sanctuary	in	1471	at	Edward	IV's	return	to	the	
throne.	Queen	Elizabeth	returned	to	Westminster	in	1483,	with	her	children,	
following	Richard	III's	seizure	of	power,	but	she	and	her	older	daughters	are	entered	
in	this	database	only	once	so	as	not	inflate	unduly	the	number	of	women	taking	
sanctuary	(already	a	very	small	sample	size).

Paston	Letters,	1:564;	Great	
Chronicle	of	London,	213-13;	
Fabyan,	New	Chronicles,	568-
60,	668;	Vergil,	English	
History,	133,	175-78,	210

1286

1456 Plantagenet Mary Princess	of	
England	
(daughter	of	
Edward	IV)

F Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1470 1470-10-01 Civil	war The	Great	Chronicle	recorded	that	on	1	Oct.	1470	Queen	Elizabeth,	wife	of	Edward	IV,	
"registered	her	and	such	as	belonged	to	her	as	sanctuary	folks"	at	Westminster	
Abbey,	including	her	daughters	Elizabeth,	Mary,	and	Cecily.	Other	chronicles	and	the	
Paston	letters	confirm.	She	gave	birth	to	her	oldest	son	Edward	while	in	sanctuary.	
She	and	her	children	came	out	of	sanctuary	in	1471	at	Edward	IV's	return	to	the	
throne.	Queen	Elizabeth	returned	to	Westminster	in	1483,	with	her	daughters,	
following	Richard	III's	seizure	of	power.	Mary	died	in	1482.

Paston	Letters,	1:564;	Great	
Chronicle	of	London,	213-13;	
Fabyan,	New	Chronicles,	568-
60,	668;	Vergil,	English	
History,	133,	175-78,	210

1286

1879 Plantagenet Richard Prince	of	
England,	
duke	of	York	
(son	of	
Edward	IV)

M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1483 Civil	war Polydore	Vergil	and	Fabyan	reported	that	Queen	Elizabeth,	widow	of	Edward	IV,	went	
into	Westminster	sanctuary	for	a	second	time	in	the	spring	of	1483	out	of	concern	for	
their	safety	as	her	brother-in-law	Richard	(the	future	Richard	III)	seized	the	throne.	
Both	sons,	the	uncrowned	king	Edward	V	and	his	brother	Richard,	duke	of	York,	
initially	entered	the	sanctuary	with	their	mother	and	sisters,	but	both	were	
surrendered	to	their	uncle's	custody	and	then	(famously)	disappeared.

Vergil,	English	History,	
175–78,	210;	Fabyan,	New	
Chronicles,	668;	McSheffrey,	
SS ,	47,	77

1645

1451 Plantagenet	
alias	
Woodville

Elizabeth Queen	of	
England,	
consort	of	
Edward	IV

F Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1470 1470-10-01 Civil	war The	Great	Chronicle	recorded	that	on	1	Oct.	1470	Queen	Elizabeth,	wife	of	Edward	IV,	
"registered	her	and	such	as	belonged	to	her	as	sanctuary	folks"	at	Westminster	
Abbey,	including	her	daughters	Elizabeth,	Mary,	and	Cecily.	Other	chronicles	and	the	
Paston	letters	confirm.	She	gave	birth	to	her	oldest	son	Edward	while	in	sanctuary.	
She	and	her	children	came	out	of	sanctuary	in	1471	at	Edward	IV's	return	to	the	
throne.	Queen	Elizabeth	returned	to	Westminster	in	1483,	with	her	children	following	
Richard	III's	seizure	of	power,	but	she	and	her	older	daughters	are	entered	in	this	
database	only	once	so	as	not	inflate	unduly	the	number	of	women	taking	sanctuary	
(already	a	very	small	sample	size).

Paston	Letters,	1:564;	Great	
Chronicle	of	London,	213-13;	
Fabyan,	New	Chronicles,	568-
60,	668;	Vergil,	English	
History,	133,	175-78,	210;	
McSheffrey,	SS,	45-47

1286

1467 Plantagenet,	
alias	d'Anjou

Margaret Queen	of	
England,	
consort	of	
Henry	VI

F Beaulieu Chartered	
Sanctuary

1471 Civil	war Polydore	Vergil	reported	that	Queen	Margaret,	wife	of	Henry	VI,	and	their	son	Prince	
Edward	went	into	sanctuary	at	Beaulieu	following	the	battle	of	Barnet,	1471,	in	order	
to	regroup,	emerging	to	meet	Edward	IV	again	at	Tewkesbury.

Vergil,	English	History,	148;	
McSheffrey,	SS,	45

1297

1212 Ploghe John Hertfordshire,	
Hertford	
Heath

bocher M Beverley	
(abjuration	from	
Yorkshire,	
Harewood)

Taking	church
Abjuration	to	
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1534 1534-03-17 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	17	Mar.	1534,	Thomas	Gadbure	[#1210],	John	
Russell	[#1211],	and	John	Ploghe	[#1212]	all	took	the	church	at	Harewood,	Yorks.	
They	confessed	that	on	27	Jul.	1533	at	Adwick,	Yorks.,	they	had	robbed	an	unknown	
man	on	the	king's	highway,	and	on	30	Jul.	they	robbed	another	man.	They	abjured	
and	were	branded.	Gadbure	was	assigned	Colchester;	Russel	was	assigned	"Bewdley"	
(likely	Bewdley,	Shropshire,	by	geography);	and	Plogh	was	assigned	Beverley.	(Plogh	is	
not	in	Beverley	sanctuary	register.)

TNA,	KB	9/529,	m.	186;	KB	
29/167,	m.	23

1487
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1595 Plumer Thomas Yorkshire,	
Ripon

M Ripon Chartered	
Sanctuary

1458 The	acts	of	the	collegiate	chapter	at	Ripon	cited	six	sanctuary	men	--	Thomas	Plumer,	
Robert	Morton	alias	Herryson,	Edmund	Skathlok,	John	Skathlok,	Henry	Jonson,	and	
William	Topshawe	--	to	explain	why	they	should	not	be	punished	for	perjury	
(presumably	because	they	broke	their	sanctuary	oath),	because	they	had	not	
participated	in	the	Rogation	processions	as	they	were	bound	to	do.	Morton	explained	
that	he	did	not	dare	to	come	out	of	his	house	"because	of	fear	of	creditors	and	the	
pain	of	imprisonment,"	but	the	chapter	did	not	accept	this	explanation	because	"on	
those	days	all	are	immune	from	vexation."	They	were	given	as	penance	four	
whippings	before	the	procession	on	holy	days.	John	Skathlok	was	pardoned	because	
he	was	"old	and	mentally	infirm."

Fowler,	Acts	of	Chapter	of	
Ripon,	72-73

1383

1025 Plumton John London	 saddler M Church-taking,	
Nottinghamshire
,	Balderton

Taking	church
Abjuration

Lynn 1528 1528-10-13 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	at	Balderston,	Notts.,	on	13	Oct.	1528	Robert	Plumpton	
(ID	#1024),	John	Plumpton	(ID	#1025),	Aldelmus	Williamson	(ID	#1026),	and	Thomas	
Harper	(ID	#1027),	all	took	the	church	of	St.	Giles	in	Balderton.	They	confessed	to	the	
coroner	that	on	10	Oct.	1528	they	had	broken	into	a	close	at	Stukeley,	Hunts.,	and	
stolen	a	horse.	They	abjured	(each	assigned	a	different	port).

TNA,	KB	9/509,	m.	159;	KB	
29/161,	m.	1

920

1024 Plumton Robert London	 gentleman M Church-taking,	
Nottinghamshire
,	Balderton

Taking	church
Abjuration

Sandwich 1528 1528-10-13 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	at	Balderston,	Notts.,	on	13	Oct.	1528	Robert	Plumpton	
(ID	#1024),	John	Plumpton	(ID	#1025),	Aldelmus	Williamson	(ID	#1026),	and	Thomas	
Harper	(ID	#1027),	all	took	the	church	of	St.	Giles	in	Balderton.	They	confessed	to	the	
coroner	that	on	10	Oct.	1528	they	had	broken	into	a	close	at	Stukeley,	Hunts.,	and	
stolen	a	horse.	They	abjured	(each	assigned	a	different	port).

TNA,	KB	9/509,	m.	159;	KB	
29/161,	m.	1

920

944 Pole Robert London	 yeoman M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1521 1521-07-04 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	9	Jul.	1521	in	the	parish	of	St.	Mildred	Bread	Street,	London,	over	
the	body	of	John	Brette,	gentleman.	Jurors	reported	that	on	4	Jul.	1521	Brette	had	
been	in	the	parish	of	St.	Antonin	around	10	pm	when	Pole,	with	prepensed	malice,	
assaulted	him	with	a	battle	axe	on	the	head.	He	languished	until	8	July,	when	he	died	
in	the	parish	of	St.	Mildred.	Pole	fled	afterwards	as	a	felon	to	St.	Martin	le	Grand.

TNA,	KB	9/488,	m.	9-10 842

847 Pole Roger Shropshire,	
Hopton

gentleman M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1486 1486-03-12 Homicide Both	a	coroner's	inquest	report	(dated	12	Mar.	1486)	and	a	Middlesex	indictment	
named	Roger	Pole,	John	Denys,	John	Terry,	and	Thomas	Heyton,	all	of	Hopton,	
Shropshire,	for	the	murder	of	Owen	ap	Reynold	alias	Owen	Glyndouere	at	
Westminster	on	12	Mar.	1486.	Richard	Corbet	of	Hopton,	knight,	was	indicted	for	
procuring	the	murder	on	that	same	day.	The	coroner's	inquest	report	indicates	that	
the	four	principals	fled	to	the	sanctuary	of	Westminster	immediately	following	the	
murder.	The	inquest	report	indicates	that	Roger	Pole,	John	Terry,	and	Richard	Corbet	
were	in	the	Marshalsea	by	Michaelmas	1487.	The	King's	Bench	records	for	that	term	
indicate	that	John	Terry,	as	of	3	Apr.	1487,	had	been	in	the	king's	prison	at	Chester	
and	he	appeared	before	King's	Bench	in	October	and	November	1487.	He	
acknowledged	his	guilt	on	the	indictment,	but	called	for	the	coroner	to	turn	approver	
(to	give	evidence	about	his	co-accused	to	mitigate	his	sentence).	The	king's	attorney	
said	that	the	king	had	told	him	orally	to	refuse	any	offer	by	Terry	to	turn	approver	on	
the	charges,	and	thus	Terry	was	to	be	hanged.	Richard	Corbet	on	the	other	hand	in	
the	same	term	presented	letters	from	the	king	warranting	that	the	charges	against	
him	were	false	and	he	went	sine	die.	(I	have	not	located	further	records	on	Roger	
Pole,	John	Denys,	or	Thomas	Heyton.)

TNA,	KB	9/370,	m.	55;	KB	
9/375,	mm.	45-46;	KB	
27/905,	rex	mm.	3,	11;	KB	
27/907,	rex	m.	14	

762

1326 Poley Roger M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1531 Felony In	the	1532	and	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	censuses,	Poley	was	named	as	having	
entered	in	1530	or	1531,	for	felony.

TNA,	SP	1/70,	fol.	133;	SP	
1/238,	fols.	72-73

1160

1446 Pollard Richard M Church-taking,	
Somerset,	
Limington

Taking	church 1532 Escape	from	
custody

In	the	context	of	a	Feb.	1532	inquiry	(now	in	the	State	Papers)	relating	to	treason	
allegations	and	a	breakout	from	Ilchester	gaol,	one	of	the	deponents,	Thomas	
Chesselade,	indicated	that	before	he	himself	had	come	to	the	gaol	several	people	
escaped	with	the	help	of	a	Frenchmen,	who	brought	knives	to	one	of	the	prisoners,	
also	a	Frenchman.	Richard	Pollarde,	amongst	those	who	escaped,	took	sanctuary	at	
Limington.

TNA,	SP	1/237,	fol	151v	
(L&P,	1/1:261]
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597 Pollerd Humphre
y

London	 mercer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1517 1517-05-25 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Pollerd	sought	sanctuary	on	25	May	1517	for	
debt.	Thornley's	corrections	indicate	that	there	is	a	deleted	passage:	that	he	also	
sought	immunity	for	all	other	causes	and	for	the	insurrection	against	the	lord	king	in	
the	city	of	London.	The	deletion	is	marked	"quia	negavit,"	because	he	denies	it.	This	
refers	to	the	Evil	May	Day	riots	of	1	May	1517.

SDSB,	173;	Thornley,	
"Sanctuary	Registers	at	
Beverley,"	395

529

1689 Porter John Yorkshire,	
Fewston

labourer M Ripon	
(abjuration	from	
Yorkshire,	
Fewston)

Taking	church
Abjuration	to	
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1540 1540-03-31 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum,	31	Mar.	1540,	at	Fewston	in	the	forest	of	Knaresborough,	
Yorks.,	that	Porter	took	the	parish	church	of	Fewston	and	confessed	to	the	coroner	
that	on	19	Dec.	1528	at	Lancaster	he	had	killed	John	Huton	of	Lancaster,	labourer.	He	
abjured,	was	branded,	and	chose	the	sanctuary	of	Ripon.

TNA,	KB	9/1003,	m.	51 1470

872 Porter Robert London	 yeoman M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1501 1501-05-17 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	report	at	the	parish	of	St.	Mary	le	Strand,	Middlesex,	on	17	May	
1501,	over	the	body	of	Laurence	Starke.	Jurors	report	that	Starke	had	been	in	the	
prison	at	the	Savoy	working	as	the	servant	of	Richard	Tabbe,	sub-bailiff	of	John	
Neubery,	bailiff	of	the	Savoy	liberty	for	the	duchy	of	Lancaster.	On	16	May	Stark	had	
custody	of	Porter,	who	had	been	caught	for	suspicion	of	felony	and	was	put	into	the	
Savoy	prison	by	Tabbe,	when	between	11	and	12	pm	Porter	struck	Starke	on	the	head	
with	a	great	rock	and	then	stabbed	him	with	a	knife,	killing	him	instantly.	Porter	then	
fled	to	sanctuary	at	St.	Martin	le	Grand.

TNA,	KB	9/426,	m.	63 782

1285 Porter Thomas London	 yeoman M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1514 1514-12-02 Felony In	the	King's	Book	of	Payments,	two	entries	indicate	that	Henry	VIII	had	given	to	Hugh	
Payne,	the	keeper	of	the	sanctuary	at	St.	Martin	le	Grand,	100s	in	both	December	
1515	and	June	1516	for	the	support	of	two	"prisoners,	sanctuary	men,"	in	St.	
Martin's,	John	Gamlyn	and	Thomas	Porter.	A	coroner's	inquest	was	held	on	25	Jul.	
1516	inside	the	sanctuary	of	St.	Martin	le	Grand	over	the	body	of	John	Gamlyn.	The	
jurors	reported	that	on	1	Jun.	at	10	o'clock	at	night	Porter	assaulted	Gamlyn	with	a	
"peny	knyfe,"	giving	him	a	wound	from	which	he	died	on	24	Jul.	1516.	

L&P,	2/2:1466,	1469,	1471;	
TNA,	KB	9/472,	m.	73;	TNA,	
KB	27/1029,	rex	m.	17

815

823 Porter William Yorkshire yeoman M Church-taking,	
London,	
Charterhouse

Taking	church
Abjuration

Winchelsea 1444 1444-01-24 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	William	Porter	took	church	at	the	London	Charterhouse	
on	24	Jan.	1444,	confessing	that	two	days	before	he	had	broken	into	the	abbey	of	St.	
Mary	Barking	and	stolen	a	great	cross	of	gold	and	other	church	plate.	He	abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/246,	m.	3 749

164 Potter John Yorkshire,	
North	Cowton

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1508 1508-06-05 Asportation Also	debt Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Potter	sought	sanctuary	on	5	Jun.	1508	
because	on	4	Jun.	at	Uckerby,	York	diocese,	he	stole	four	measures	worth	of	grain	
from	a	mill;	he	also	sought	immunity	for	debts	he	owed	to	several	people.

SDSB,	52 131
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1075 Potter Thomas London	 yeoman M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1539 1539-01-31 Homicide Coroner’s	inquest	convened	10	Feb.	1539	in	St.	Gregory’s	parish	in	London	over	the	
body	of	Richard	Cholmeley,	gentleman.	The	jurors	reported	that	on	31	Jan.	1539	at	9	
am,	Cholmeley	had	been	attacked	and	killed	in	the	churchyard	of	St.	Paul’s	cathedral	
by	five	men,	John	Mainwaring,	Robert	Jones,	Thomas	Potter,	William	Edwards,	and	
Hugh	Griffith.	They	gave	him	a	wound	on	the	back	of	his	head	that	penetrated	to	his	
brain,	from	which	wound	he	died	on	9	Feb.	Following	their	deeds,	the	jurors	reported,	
the	perpetrators	fled.	The	jurors	also	reported	that	the	killing	had	been	
commissioned	by	another	party,	Randall	Mainwaring,	gentleman,	of	Swanley,	
Cheshire.	The	King’s	Bench	coram	rege	roll	records	the	appearance	at	London	gaol	
delivery	on	15	Feb.	1539	of	the	five	perpetrators.	John	Mainwaring	pleaded	
sanctuary,	indicating	that	following	the	killing	he	and	the	others	had	fled	to	
Westminster,	but	that	shortly	before	their	appearance	at	the	London	gaol	delivery	
they	had	all	been	seized	on	the	orders	of	Thomas	Cromwell	and	brought	before	the	
court.	Mainwaring	prayed	to	be	restored;	his	fellows	all	merely	“trusted	to	God”	that	
they	would	have	their	privilege.	As	Cromwell	was	amongst	the	justices	at	gaol	delivery	
to	whom	Mainwaring	and	the	others	made	this	plea,	it	is	no	surprise	–	although	
contrary	to	the	established	law	of	the	time	–	that	Mainwaring	and	the	others	were	
refused	(their	pleas	ruled	insufficient	in	law).	They	were	summarily	pronounced	guilty	
(their	cases	were	not	put	to	a	jury)	and	they	were	hanged.	When	Randall	Mainwaring	
faced	his	charge	as	accessory	in	Michaelmas	1539,	he	was	acquitted	by	a	jury.	
Cholmeley’s	death	came	as	part	of	a	Cheshire	feud,	both	factional	and	personal:	
Cholmely	was	Randall	Mainwaring’s	brother-in-law,	and	they	were	on	opposite	sides	
in	a	violent	dispute	in	that	county	in	the	later	1530s.	See	McSheffrey,	SS ,	ch.	7,	for	a	
full	discussion	of	this	case	and	the	significance	of	this	breach	of	sanctuary.

TNA,	KB	9/541,	mm.	85-7;	KB	
27/1112,	rex	m.	9;	
McSheffrey,	SS,	167-80

952

1866 Poule John M SJJ:	Paris	Garden Chartered	
Sanctuary

1492 1492-05-01 The	manorial	court	roll	for	Paris	Garden	in	May	1492	records	that	John	Poule	paid	4d	
to	be	admitted	to	the	sanctuary	privilege	there.	Reference	from	Graham	Dawson.

Paris	Garden	Manorial	Court	
Roll,	Lambeth	Archives,	Class	
VI/2,	fol.	2d	(GD)

1632

379 Power Nicholas Warwickshire,	
Coventry

mercer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1512 1512-03-23 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Power	sought	sanctuary	on	23	Mar.	1512	for	
debt.

SDSB,	129 327

707 Powle Robert Leicestershire,	
Leicester

tailor M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1519 1519-06-06 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Powle	sought	sanctuary	on	6	Jun.	1519	for	
debt.

SDSB,	196 638

1590 Poynings Robert Surrey,	
Southwark

Esquire M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1453 Riot Also	
treason?

A	petition	was	presented	to	parliament	that	Poynings,	a	Jack	Cade	accomplice,	had	
been	pardoned,	but	then	went	into	sanctuary	at	Westminster,	and	allegedly	used	it	as	
a	base	to	foment	further	treason	and	commit	other	crimes.	Thus,	by	parliamentary	
edict,	he	was	to	forfeit	his	surety	(and	that	of	his	guarantors).

PROME,	1453-03	(5:247-48) 1378

1572 Preciouse Henry Yorkshire,	
Minskip

husbandman M Ripon Chartered	
Sanctuary

1507 1507-06-11 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	at	Minskip	by	Boroughbridge,	Yorkshire,	13	Jun.	1507,	over	the	
body	of	John	Carlill;	jurors	indicate	that	Preciouse	on	11	Jun.	around	8	am	had	
assaulted	Carlill	with	a	staff,	giving	him	a	wound	from	which	he	died	later	that	day.	
Preciouse	fled	and	was	pursued	until	he	reached	Ripon,	"which	town	of	Ripon	is	a	
certain	sanctuary	and	there	he	sought	sanctuary,	against	which	the	townspeople	of	
Minskip	could	do	nothing."	The	report	was	delivered	to	justices	at	gaol	delivery	in	
early	Aug.	1507.	The	King's	Bench	controlment	roll	indicates	Preciouse	was	outlawed	
17	Feb.	1511.

TNA,	KB	9/446,	m.	86;	KB	
29/137,	m.	2d
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1833 Prendergast John knight,	naval	
officer

M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1411 Asportation Chronicler	Thomas	of	Walsingham	reports	in	his	chronicle	Prendergast's	sanctuary-
taking.	Following	what	Thomas	considered	a	false	charge	of	piracy	and	corruption,	
Prendergast,	a	leading	figure	in	the	king's	navy,	"entered	the	sanctuary	of	St.	Edward	
the	king	and	claimed	the	protection	of	Westminster;	yet	he	could	find	no	home	or	
room	where	he	could	rest	his	head,	forbidden	him	by	those	who	feared	the	king,	so	
he	had	to	find	repose	in	tents	erected	in	the	vestry	of	St.	Peter's,	with	guards	at	his	
side	to	protect	him	from	the	terrors	of	the	night	which	were	plotted	against	him	by	
his	enemies."

Thomas	of	Walsingham,	The	
St	Albans	Chronicle:	The	
Chronica	Maiora	of	Thomas	
Walsingham,	ed.	John	Taylor,	
Wendy	R.	Childs,	and	Leslie	
Watkiss,	vol.	2,	Oxford	
Medieval	Texts	(Oxford:	
Clarendon	Press,	2011),	
2:597.

1602

1169 Prentyse Roger Nottinghamshi
re,	Newark	on	
Trent

weaver M Church-taking,	
Nottinghamshire

Taking	church
Abjuration

Westcheste
r,	Cheshire

1507 1507-08-24 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	24	Aug.	1507	Prentyse	took	sanctuary	in	the	parish	
church	of	St.	Mary	Magdalen,	Newark,	confessing	that	on	23	Jul.	he	had	feloniously	
killed	John	Braschawe	at	Newark	with	a	staff.	He	abjured;	Hunnisett	notes	that	he	
was	outlawed	on	27	Oct.	1511.	The	coroner's	inquest	on	Bradschawe's	body	indicates	
that	Prentyse	had	had	a	partner	in	the	felony	--	John	Pynder	of	Newark,	yeoman	--	
who	was	tried	and	acquitted	on	the	indictment.

TNA,	KB	9/448,	mm.	12;	TNA,	
KB	29/137,	m.	24;	Hunnisett,	
Notts.	Coroners'	Inquests,	18-
19

1029

857 Preston	alias	
Westlake

John Hampshire,	
Portsmouth;	
Devon,	
Brixham;	
London

mariner M Church-taking,	
London,	St.	
Botulph	without	
Aldgate

Taking	church
Abjuration

Poole;	
Ipswich

1490 1490-03-28 Homicide Two	different	coroners'	memoranda	indicate	that	Preston	abjured	twice,	for	two	
different	murders,	the	second	of	which	occurred	after	he	had	abjured	the	first	time.	
For	the	first,	he	took	the	church	of	All	Hallows	in	Bishop's	Sutton,	Hants.,	on	28	Mar.	
1490,	for	the	murder	of	William	Thomas	of	Somerset,	yeoman,	at	Rotherham	in	
Yorkshire,	21	May	1489.	For	the	second,	he	took	the	church	of	St.	Botulph	without	
Aldgate	in	London,	confessing	that	on	15	May	1490	at	Hythe	in	Kent	he	murdered	an	
unknown	man.	A	controlment	roll	(KB	29)	entry	indicates	that	after	the	second	
(London)	abjuration,	he	was	committed	to	prison	by	the	London	sheriff	and	was	kept	
there	until	a	writ	of	habeas	corpus	brought	him	into	King's	Bench.	In	Michaelmas	
1491,	he	explained	at	King's	Bench	that	he	could	not	obey	the	first	abjuration	because	
he	could	not	find	a	ship	to	take	him	from	his	assigned	port	(Ipswich).	The	court	denied	
his	plea,	then	asked	him	if	he	was	a	clerk,	and	he	read	as	a	clerk.	He	was	declared	a	
clerk	attaint	without	purgation.	His	case	was	discussed	in	Spelman's	Reports.

TNA,	KB	9/388,	mm.	26-29;	
KB	29/120,	m.	30;	KB	
27/921,	rex	m.	2d;	Baker,	
Spelman's	Reports,	1:44.

769

751 Prior Henry Yorkshire,	
Warthill

husbandman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1534 1534-06-05 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Prior	took	sanctuary	on	5	Jun.	1534	for	debt. SDSB,	205 680

662 Procter Richard Rutland,	
Oakham[?]

chapman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1525 1525-10-02 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Procter	sought	sanctuary	on	2	Oct.	1525	for	
debt.

SDSB,	186 593

650 Pryas Nicholas Yorkshire,	
Reedness,	
Whitgift

husbandman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1524 1524-08-29 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Pryas	sought	sanctuary	on	29	Aug.	1524	for	
the	death	of	[blank]	Wademan	of	Cross	House,	Yorks.

SDSB,	184 581

1002 Prynne Richard Northamptons
hire,	
Northampton

baker M Church-taking,	
Northamptonshi
re,	Weedon	Bec	
SS	Peter	and	
Paul

Taking	church
Abjuration

Dover 1527 1527-12-10 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	10	Dec.	1527	Prynne	took	the	church	of	SS	Peter	and	
Paul	at	Weedon	Bec,	Northants.	He	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	10	Jul.	1527	he	
had	assaulted	James	Mason,	late	of	Newbigging,	Staffs.	[?],	fishmonger,	killing	him.	
He	abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/506/1,	m.	51 900
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1119 Pulham Richard Kent,	St.	Mary	
Hoo

harper M SJJ:	Hospitaller	
cloak

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1506 1506-09-22 Homicide Pulham	appeared	at	the	peace	sessions	at	Canterbury	on	22	Sept.	1506,	indicted	for	
the	homicide	of	John	a	Wode	of	Bobbing,	Kent,	whom	he	had	assaulted	in	August	
1506	with	a	pikestaff,	giving	him	a	mortal	wound	from	which	he	died	the	following	
day.	Pulham	pleaded	not	guilty	and	asked	for	a	jury,	and	was	put	into	the	custody	of	
the	sheriffs	to	appear	the	following	day.	The	following	day	when	brought	back,	he	
made	a	different	plea,	the	same	plea	as	Ralph	Toker	[ID	#1121],	that	is,	that	as	he	was	
being	led	away	from	the	sessions	at	Canterbury	castle	he	had	taken	hold	of	the	cloak	
of	John	Rawson,	a	knight	of	the	Hospitaller	Order,	and	claimed	the	"privilege	of	St.	
John	of	Jerusalem."	He	was	violently	taken	from	that	"sanctuary,"	but	sought	to	be	
restored.	In	his	case	(differing	from	Toker's)	the	sanctuary	plea	seems	to	have	been	
simply	disregarded,	and	instead	his	not	guilty	plea	on	the	homicide	was	put	to	the	
jury,	who	declared	him	guilty.	Pulham	then	pleaded	clergy,	but	when	he	was	given	
the	book	to	read	he	could	not	read	it.	The	king's	attorney	called	for	execution	of	his	
sentence,	but	the	justices	instead	put	Pulham	back	into	prison	while	they	considered	
the	matter.	On	26	Jun.	1507,	Pulham	came	before	King's	Bench	and	again	pleaded	
clergy.	On	this	occasion,	he	read	successfully,	and	was	delivered	to	the	archdeacon	of	
Westminster's	custody.

TNA,	KB	27/984,	rex	m.	4;	
McSheffrey,	SS,	83-90,	110

986

1782 Purchase John Devon,	Ottery	
St.	Mary

husbandman M Church-taking,	
Sussex,	Rye

Taking	church
Abjuration

Dover 1500 1500-10-24 Homicide Also	theft In	an	Account	Book	for	Rye,	the	confession	of	an	abjurer	was	recorded:	John	
Purchase,	age	30	years,	on	24	Oct.	1500	sought	sanctuary	in	the	cemetery	of	the	
church	of	Rye,	and	on	26	Oct.	he	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	he	had	committed	
homicide	in	the	parish	of	Ottery	St.	Mary,	Devon,	when	he	tried	to	stop	a	stranger	
[extraneum]	who	had	stolen	a	set	of	linens	--	he	ran	after	the	stranger	to	take	him	for	
the	felony	and	killed	him,	and	then	fled.	And	moreover	Purchase	confessed	that	he	
stole	a	mare	near	Lewes,	Sussex,	and	he	took	it	along	with	two	of	his	own	horses	to	
Newenden	in	Kent,	and	there	he	put	the	horses	to	pasture	with	a	certain	John	Sneth,	
who	became	suspicious	about	where	he	had	acquired	the	horses,	and	Purchase	then	
fled	to	Canterbury,	and	then	to	Rye,	and	learning	that	a	certain	man	from	Newenden	
wanted	to	have	him	arrested,	by	whose	instigation	he	does	not	know,	he	fled	to	the	
cemetery	and	made	the	confession.	He	abjured	and	was	assigned	Dover.

East	Sussex	Record	Office,	
MS	RYE/60/4,	Account	Book	
for	Rye,	1493-1514,	fol.	94r

1557

1877 Purfote Robert London grocer M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1480 Debt In	a	royal	inquiry	regarding	the	bounds	of	St.	Martin	le	Grand	sanctuary,	witness	
William	Mathew	deposed	in	1537	that	his	apprentice-master,	Robert	Purfote,	a	
grocer,	had	gone	into	sanctuary	in	the	late	1470s	or	early	1480s	for	debt.	In	the	
sanctuary	at	St	Martin	le	Grand,	Purfote	opened	a	grocery	shop	and	was	able	thereby	
to	pay	off	his	debts	and	come	out	of	sanctuary,	although	he	continued	to	live	in	the	
same	property	until	his	death	in	1507,	operating	a	grocery	shop.

TNA,	C	24/3,	"Abbas,"	mm.	8-
9,	10,	12-13,	16-17;	STAC	
2/20/323,	mm.	19-23;		PROB	
11/15,	fols.	254v-255r,	Will	
of	Robert	Purfote,	Grocer,	of	
St.	Leonard	Foster	Lane,	
1508;	WAM,	MS	13324;	
McSheffrey,	SS ,	133,	135-36

1644

1536 Pury Edward Staffordshire,	
Lichfield

baker M Church-taking,	
Staffordshire,	
Lichfield,	
Greyfriars

Taking	church
Ambiguous

1496 1496-04-27 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	27	Apr.	1496	at	Alrewas,	Staffs.,	over	the	body	of	John	Hunt.	Jurors	
say	that	Edward	Pury,	Thomas	Harper,	John	Harper,	William	Harper,	Robert	Halpeny,	
John	Sharpcliff,	and	Robert	Pewterer	(servant	of	Nicholas	Cokkes	of	Lichfield,	
pewterer),	had	on	25	Apr.	1496	lain	in	wait	near	Hunt's	house	and	feloniously	
murdered	him.	After	the	felony	they	fled	to	the	Franciscan	friary	in	Lichfield.	It	is	
unclear	if	they	mean	to	take	church	prior	to	abjuration,	or	if	they	sought	permanent	
asylum	at	the	friary.	A	note	on	the	report	indicates	that	the	record	was	handed	up	to	
Westminster	in	Michaelmas	1496.	The	King's	Bench	controlment	roll	indicates	that	all	
the	men	were	outlawed	in	Michaelmas	term	1497,	so	it	appears	that	in	any	case	they	
escaped	prosecution.

TNA,	KB	9/410,	m.	90;	KB	
29/127,	m.	1

1352
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1762 Pygon	alias	
Cheyne

John Worcestershir
e,	Worcester

M Church-taking,	
Middlesex,	
Westminster,	St.	
James	in	the	
Fields

Taking	church
Abjuration

Orwell 1413 1413-07-01 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	Brounyng	and	Pygon	took	church	at	St.	James	in	the	
Fields,	Middlesex,	on	1	Jul.	1413.	Each	admitted	felonies,	Brounyng	that	he	had	in	
1412	killed	William	Chamberleyn	at	"Gratele,"	Herefordshire.	Pygon	admitted	horse	
theft	from	John	Garton	at	Westminster.	Both	abjured	and	were	assigned	different	
ports.	They	were	also,	at	the	order	of	the	king,	given	gowns	and	hoods,	worth	8s	6d.

TNA,	KB	9/993,	m.	7 1538

810 Pygot John Lincolnshire,	
Doddington	

Esquire M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1427 1427-08-10 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	at	Eagle,	Lincs.,	14	Aug.	1427,	over	the	body	of	John	Warde,	senior,	
of	Near	Scarle.	The	jurors	found	that	Pygot	had	gathered	to	himself	a	number	of	other	
men,	in	defensible	array,	on	10	Aug.	1427,	and	lay	in	wait	to	attack	and	kill	Warde	at	
Eagle.	The	jurors	reported	that	Pygot	fled	to	Westminster.	A	note	on	the	bill	
submitted	to	KB	indicates	he	was	subsequently	in	custody	in	the	Marshalsea.	

TNA,	KB	9/223/2,	m.	58 736

509 Pykeall Thomas Yorkshire,	
Batley[?]

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1492 1492-03-29 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Pykeall	sought	sanctuary	on	29	Mar.	1492	for	
the	homicide	of	William	Bayn	of	Little	Broughton,	Yorks.,	whom	he	killed	with	a	
dagger.

SDSB,	156 450

1508 Pykeryng Thomas Gloucestershir
e,	Gloucester

chapman M Church-taking,	
Gloucestershire,	
Gloucester,	Holy	
Trinity

Taking	church
Abjuration

1429 1429-08-11 Asportation Coroners'	memorandum	that	on	11	Aug.	1429	Pykeryng,	who	had	been	in	prison	at	
Gloucester	castle	but	had	apparently	escaped,	fled	to	the	church	of	the	Holy	Trinity	in	
Gloucester,	where	he	confessed	to	the	coroners	that	he	had	robbed	one	Thomas	
Osteller's	house	on	21	Nov.	1427.	The	memorandum	indicates	that	he	abjured	but	
was	not	assigned	a	specific	port:	as	the	record	puts	it,	"he	abjured	the	realm	at	the	
door	of	the	church,	and	touching	bodily	the	holy	gospels	of	God	he	swore	to	go	from	
Gloucester	to	the	nearest	seaport	in	the	west	part	of	the	realm	of	England	and	seek	
passage	from	the	realm,	always	to	hold	to	his	road,	and	never	to	return	to	England.	
The	bailiffs	of	Gloucester	safely	delivered	him	from	the	town	to	the	next	hundred	and	
delivered	him	to	the	king's	official	as	the	custom	is."	He	must	have	subsequently	been	
caught	in	the	realm	as	he	is	noted	to	be	in	the	Marshalsea	and	a	writ	dated	4	June	
1444	has	summoned	this	record	into	King's	Bench.

TNA,	KB	9/246,	m.	09-10 1327

59 Pykham Thomas Yorkshire M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1494 1494-03-17 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Pykham	sought	sanctuary	on	17	Mar.	1494	for	
the	homicide	of	William	Bayn	of	Little	Broughton,	Yorks.,	whom	he	killed	in	the	
middle	of	Lent	two	years	before	at	Little	Broughton,	striking	him	in	the	back	with	a	
dagger.

SDSB,	24 54

568 Pyllesworth John Lincolnshire,	
Epworth

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1515 1515-09-10 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	John	and	William	Pyllesworth	sought	
sanctuary	on	10	Sept.	1515	for	the	death	of	William	Irelande	of	Epworth,	gentleman.

SDSB,	168 502

569 Pyllesworth William Lincolnshire,	
Epworth

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1515 1515-09-10 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	John	and	William	Pyllesworth	sought	
sanctuary	on	10	Sept.	1515	for	the	death	of	William	Irelande	of	Epworth,	gentleman.

SDSB,	168 502

434 Pyrcherd John Norfolk,	Acle yeoman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1496 1496-03-12 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Pyrcherd	sought	sanctuary	on	12	Mar.	1496	
for	debt.

SDSB,	140 379

1702 Pytfyn,	alias	
Pytfeld

Thomas Berkshire,	
Reading

Innholder M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1486 1486-11-29 Escape	from	
custody

Also	felony Middlesex	indictment	that	on	23	Nov.	1486	Pytfyn	was	arrested	at	Colbrook	in	
Middlesex	on	suspicion	of	felony	at	Reading,	and	was	in	the	custody	of	William	
Noreys,	knight,	but	on	29	Nov.	1486	in	the	town	of	Westminster	he	escaped	and	fled	
to	sanctuary	at	Westminster	Abbey.	The	indictment	indicates	that	he	was	in	custody	
in	the	Marshalsea	by	Michaelmas	1489.

TNA,	KB	9/383,	m.	88 1481

409 Quarles William Norfolk,	
Wiveton

husbandman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1501 1501-10-10 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Quarles	sought	sanctuary	on	10	Oct.	1501	for	
debt.

SDSB,	135 354

548 Radclyf Roland Yorkshire,	
Scarborough

barber M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1481 1481-09-22 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Radclyf	sought	sanctuary	on	22	Sept.	1481	
for	the	death	of	John	Fawcett,	also	of	Scarborough,	hatmaker,	killed	by	him	on	4	June	
of	the	same	year.

SDSB,	164 483

679 Radley Thomas Staffordshire,	
Burton	upon	
Trent

waxchandler M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1527 1527-03-04 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Radley	sought	sanctuary	on	4	Mar.	1527	for	
debt.

SDSB,	189 610
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366 Ratcliff William Yorkshire,	
Catton

yeoman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1510 1510-12-18 Homicide Ratcliff	sought	sanctuary	at	Beverley	on	18	Dec.	1510	for	the	homicide	of	Richard	
Horsley	of	Overcatton	[High	Catton?],	yeoman.	The	same	man	also	sought	sanctuary	
at	Durham	the	following	year	for	the	same	homicide	(ID	#187).

SDSB,	126 314

187 Ratcliff William Yorkshire,	
Catton

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1511 1511-07-05 Homicide Accessory Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Ratcliff	sought	sanctuary	on	5	Jul.	1511	
because	about	25	Nov.	1510	he	was	present	when	Richard	Horsley	was	abducted	
from	his	mother's	house	in	Catton	to	a	field	in	the	town,	where	there	was	inflicted	
upon	him	diverse	wounds	that	bled,	from	which	wounds	he	died	a	month	later.	The	
same	man	had	sought	sanctuary	at	Beverley	for	the	same	homicide	the	previous	year	
(ID	#366).

SDSB,	60 154

1197 Ratclyff Hugh Northamptons
hire,	Kettering

sherman M Beverley	
(abjuration	from	
Leicestershire,	
Leicester	St.	
John	the	Baptist)

Taking	church
Abjuration	to	
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 1533-01-13 Felony Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	13	Jan.	1533	Ratclyff	took	the	church	of	St.	John	the	
Baptist	in	Leicester.	He	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	in	early	November	1532	he	had	
been	arrested	on	suspicion	of	[illegibile]	and	was	committed	to	gaol	in	Leicester,	but	
broke	out	of	gaol.	He	abjured,	was	branded,	and	chose	Beverley.	He	took	church	and	
abjured	from	the	same	church	and	on	the	same	day	as	Peter	Massy	(ID	#1196),	who	
also	chose	Beverley.	Neither	are	in	Beverley	sanctuary	register

TNA,	KB	9/523,	m.	23;	KB	
29/166,	m.	4

1053

1425 Ravyn **** M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 Debt In	a	letter	from	John	Grenville	to	Lord	Lisle,	9	Nov.	1533,	Grenville	complained	that	
Ravyn,	who	had	been	imprisoned	for	debt,	had	been	bailed	by	Grenville,	but	then	fled	
to	sanctuary,	leaving	Grenville	liable	for	the	bail.

TNA,	SP	3/3,	fol.	129 1257

88 Raw Roger Northumberla
nd,	Newcastle	
upon	Tyne

merchant M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1502 1502-08-09 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	on	9	Aug.	1502	Raw	sought	sanctuary	
because	on	6	Aug.	in	Newcastle,	in	the	street	called	"the	Side,"	he	assaulted	Anthony	
Ray	with	a	Scottish	axe	and	fearing	that	Ray	would	die	of	the	wounds	and	that	he	
would	have	to	undergo	the	rigour	of	the	law,	he	fled	to	sanctuary.

SDSB,	34-35 79

898 Rawdon Christoph
er

Yorkshire,	
Rawdon

gentleman M Church-taking,	
Yorkshire,	
Guiseley

Taking	church
Abjuration

Kingston	
upon	Hull

1513 1513-03-04 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	at	Guiseley,	Yorkshire,	on	8	Mar.	1513,	that	Christopher	
Rawdon	took	church	and	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	1	Nov.	1512	at	Stoneley	in	
the	West	Riding	he	stole	goods	worth	about	5s.	He	abjured.	(This	is	a	very	minor	theft	
for	someone	identified	as	a	"gentleman.")

TNA,	KB	9/463,	m.	40 807

1737 Rawlynson Robert Rutland,	
Stamford

smith M Church-taking,	
Nottinghamshire
,	Staunton

Taking	church
Abjuration

Boston 1526 1526-09-30 Homicide Also	theft Coroner's	memorandum	than	on	30	Sept.	1526	Rawlynson	took	the	parish	church	of	
St.	Mary	at	Staunton,	Notts.	When	the	coroner	came	on	2	Oct.	Rawlynson	confessed	
that	on	9	Sept.	at	Winthorpe	iuxta	mare	in	Lincs.,	he	had	assaulted	a	certain	unknown	
man	and	killed	him,	and	immediately	afterward	he	had	robbed	the	man	of	4s.	He	
moreover	had	broken	into	a	close	at	Winthorpe	and	stolen	a	horse.	Abjured,	assigned	
Boston.

TNA,	KB	9/973,	m.	13;	KB	
29/159,	m.	1

1516

1675 Rawson John London	 mercer M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1518 Debt In	a	Chancery	bill	submitted	by	Elizabeth	Hatfelde,	widow,	Rawson	(who	owed	money	
to	her)	was	named	as	having	taken	the	privilege	of	Westminster	for	debt	and	as	
having	died	intestate	in	the	sanctuary,	whereupon	the	abbot	and	archdeacon	of	
Westminster	dealt	with	his	estate.	Datable	to	1518-29.

TNA,	C	1/522/23 1457

708 Rawson Richard Yorkshire,	
Wakefield

butcher M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1519 1519-07-04 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Rawson	sought	sanctuary	on	4	Jul.	1519	for	
debt.

SDSB,	196 639

722 Raynar William Yorkshire,	
Pontefract

shoemaker M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1531 1531-01-23 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Raynar	sought	sanctuary	on	23	Jan.	1531	for	
debt.

SDSB,	199 651

724 Raynifurth Thomas Lancashire,	
Bury

yeoman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1531 1531-02-27 False	coining Accessory Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Raynifurth	took	sanctuary	on	27	Feb.	1531	
for	the	payment	of	false	money	to	diverse	subjects	of	the	king,	delivered	to	him	by	a	
certain	Ralph	Botresworth	in	Lancs.

SDSB,	199 653

397 Raynold John Cambridgeshir
e,	Cambridge

mason M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1513 1513-03-18 Security Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Thomas	Wilkynson	and	John	Raynold	sought	
sanctuary	on	18	Mar.	1513	for	security	of	their	bodies.

SDSB,	132 342
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1775 Raynsford	
(Reynesford,	
Reynesforth
)

John Essex,	
Bradfield;	and	
Kent,	
Greenwich

Esquire M Colchester,	St.	
John's	Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1512 1512-01-03 Homicide In	February	1512,	Raynsford,	his	servant	Maurice	Gryffyn	(ID	#1778),	and	a	number	of	
other	men	were	indicted	for	the	murder	on	3	Jan.	1512	of	John	Burges	of	East	
Greenwich,	inside	the	precinct	of	the	king's	palace	at	Greenwich.	Later	records	in	Star	
Chamber	indicate	that	Raynsford	and	Gryffyn	took	sanctuary	at	St.	John's	abbey	in	
Colchester	for	the	homicide.	While	in	the	sanctuary,	both	Raynsford	and	Gryffyn	were	
implicated	in	another	homicide	inside	the	sanctuary,	the	death	of	Michael	
Brasebrigge,	another	sanctuary	man;	Raynsford	was	never	charged,	although	he	
admitted	in	his	own	Star	chamber	submissions	that	Gryffyn	had	committed	the	
homicide,	for	which	Gryffyn	abjured.	Raynsford	was	of	a	prominent	Essex	gentry	
family,	and	his	father	was	knight	of	the	body	to	Henry	VII	and	Henry	VIII,	and	a	
captain	in	the	French	wars	in	the	1510s.	Raynsford	was	pardoned	of	all	felonies	in	July	
1513,	and	went	with	the	English	forces	to	France	that	year.	In	1523	he	was	knighted	
and	became	a	JP	for	Essex,	an	office	he	was	to	hold	most	years	until	his	death	in	1559;	
he	served	as	MP	in	1529	and	possibly	also	1536,	1539,	and	1540.	

TNA,	KB	9/458/57-60;	KB	
29/144,	m.	1d,	5,	5d;	STAC	
2/18/283;	2/20/26;	
2/20/100;	L&P,	1/2:967;	D.	F.	
Coros,	“Raynsford	
(Rainforth),	Sir	John,”	HPO;	
McSheffrey,	SS ,	183-86,	191,	
194

1550

700 Rede Edward Yorkshire,	
Everstow[?]

glover M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1530 1530-01-10 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Rede	sought	sanctuary	on	10	Jan.	1530	for	
debt.	Thornley	corrects	the	name.

SDSB,	195;	Thornley,	
"Sanctuary	Registers	at	
Beverley,"	396

631

1486 Rede John M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1440 1440-09-01 Escape	from	
custody

There	are	two	rival	versions	of	the	sanctuary-seeking	of	Knight,	Rede,	Blakbourne,	
Janyver,	and	Moreys,	as	the	subsequent	seizure	of	the	five	men	from	St.	Martin's	
ignited	a	months-long	quarrel	between	SMLG	and	the	City	of	London	before	the	king	
and	his	council.	Knight	had	been	held	in	Newgate	prison	prior	to	facing	a	plea	of	debt	
in	the	London	sheriffs'	court,	but	with	the	help	of	his	four	accomplices	he	escaped	
from	custody	as	he	was	being	brought	to	court	to	face	the	suit	and	fled	into	St.	
Martin's	sanctuary.	Later	the	same	day,	the	sheriffs	of	London	seized	the	five	men	
from	the	sanctuary	and	took	them	into	custody.	After	much	inquiry	and	claims	and	
counter-claims	made	by	SMLG	and	the	City,	Knight	and	the	other	men	were	restored	
to	the	sanctuary	by	the	king's	order	in	late	October	1440.

WAM,	Book	5,	fols.	41r-64r;	
LMA,	Letter	Book	K,	fol.	189r	
(CLBK,	242);	McSheffrey,	SS,	
70

1311

783 Redyng Elizabeth Middlesex,	
Clerkenwell,	
St.	John's	
Street

F SJJ:	Clerkenwell Taking	church 1399 1399-06-29 Homicide Accessory Middlesex	jurors	present	that	Thomas	Redyng	procured	Robert	Stanwardyn	to	kill	
Robert	de	Malteby	of	London,	bladesmith;	instead	Stanwardyn	killed	Malteby's	
servant	Nicholas	Roper.	Afterwards	Redyng	and	his	wife	Elizabeth	received	
Stanwardyn	and	hid	him	until	he	was	caught	and	arrested,	and	they	fled	to	the	church	
of	St.	John	of	Jerusalem.	Stanwardyn	pleaded	guilty	to	the	homicide	in	court.	In	
Trinity	term	1400,	the	Redyngs	appeared	in	King's	Bench,	where	the	record	of	the	
indictment	omitted	their	flight	to	sanctuary;	they	pleaded	not	guilty,	and	the	jury	
acquitted	them.

TNA,	KB	9/184/2,	m.	11;	KB	
27/557,	rex	m.	6d

710

782 Redyng Thomas Middlesex,	
Clerkenwell,	
St.	John's	
Street

hosteler M SJJ:	Clerkenwell Taking	church 1399 1399-06-29 Homicide Accessory Middlesex	jurors	present	that	Thomas	Redyng	procured	Robert	Stanwardyn	to	kill	
Robert	de	Malteby	of	London,	bladesmith;	instead	Stanwardyn	killed	Malteby's	
servant	Nicholas	Roper.	Afterwards	Redyng	and	his	wife	Elizabeth	received	
Stanwardyn	and	hid	him	until	he	was	caught	and	arrested,	and	they	fled	to	the	church	
of	St.	John	of	Jerusalem.	Stanwardyn	pleaded	guilty	to	the	homicide	in	court.	In	
Trinity	term	1400,	the	Redyngs	appeared	in	King's	Bench,	where	the	record	of	the	
indictment	omitted	their	flight	to	sanctuary;	they	pleaded	not	guilty,	and	the	jury	
acquitted	them.

TNA,	KB	9/184/2,	m.	11;	KB	
27/557,	rex	m.	6d

710
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1157 Reve Peter Middlesex,	
Westminster

labourer M Church-taking,	
Surrey,	
Southwark,	St.	
George

Taking	church 1537 1537-05-04 Asportation At	Surrey	gaol	delivery	in	July	1537,	Peter	Reve	appeared,	having	been	indicted	for	
breaking	into	the	house	and	close	of	John	Harryson	at	Peckham,	Surrey,	on	3	May	
1537,	stealing	various	pieces	of	clothing	worth	about	8s.,	and	a	chest	with	10s	in	
money.	His	case	was	referred	to	King's	Bench	in	Michaelmas	1537,	where	he	pleaded	
sanctuary.	He	said	that	on	4	May	1537	he	had	taken	the	church	of	St.	George	in	
Southwark	for	the	aforesaid	felony	and	called	for	the	coroner,	but	that	on	5	May	
Thomas	Jude,	Richard	Clodd,	John	Harris,	and	others	-	30	men	altogether	-	dragged	
him	from	the	sanctuary.	The	king's	attorney	requested	until	Hillary	1538	to	respond;	it	
is	unclear	what	happened	at	that	point,	but	the	King's	Bench	controlment	roll	
indicates	that	Reve	later	pleaded	the	general	pardon	of	1540	and	went	sine	die.

TNA,	KB	27/1109,	rex	m.	14;	
KB	29/171,	mm.	29,	32

1017

249 Reweley	or	
Reveley

Archibald Northumberla
nd,	Fowberry

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1517 1517-08-04 Homicide Accessory Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Archibald	Reveley	sought	sanctuary	on	4	Aug.	
1517	because	he	had	been	present	when	Laurence	Bell,	George	Reveley,	and	William	
Reveley	killed	Thomas	Reveley	and	Thomas	Boynde	at	Wandon	(Warenton?),	in	the	
territory	of	Fowberry,	on	25	Jul.	1517.	In	Nov.	1517,	George	(ID	#252),	John	(ID	#253),	
and	William	(ID	#254)	Reveley	sought	sanctuary	at	Durham	also	for	the	same	
homicides.	In	a	1521	"bill	of	information"	in	the	State	Papers	reporting	to	Cardinal	
Wolsey	on	murderers	in	Northumberland,	a	note	records	that	Archibald	Reveley,	
along	with	George	Reveley	and	Laurence	Bele,	were	indicted	for	the	murder	of	
Thomas	Reveley.	The	note	indicates	that	"by	the	lord	Dacre's	pursuit	[they	were]	
arrested	for	treason,	and	set	in	ward,	whereof	the	one	is	dead	in	prison,"	while	the	
two	Reveleys	had	fled	to	Durham.

SDSB,	77;	TNA,	SP	1/23,	fol.	
229	(L&P,	3/2:822)

207

252 Reweley	or	
Reveley

George Northumberla
nd,	Horton	
(near	Wooler)

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1517 1517-11-10 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	George,	John,	and	William	Reveley	sought	
sanctuary	on	10	Nov.	1517	because	they	had	feloniously	killed	Thomas	Reveley	and	
Thomas	Bonde	at	"Wandon	"	(Warenton?)	in	Fowberry	around	25	Jul.	1517,	with	
lances,	swords,	and	other	weapons.	Archibald	Reveley,	ID	#249,	had	previously,	on	4	
August	1517,	also	sought	sanctuary	at	Durham	for	the	same	homicides.	In	a	"bill	of	
information,"	1521,	in	the	State	Papers	reporting	to	Cardinal	Wolsey	on	murderers	in	
Northumberland,	a	note	records	that	Archibald	Reveley,	along	with	George	Reveley	
and	Laurence	Bele,	were	indicted	for	the	murder	of	Thomas	Reveley.	The	note	
indicates	that	"by	the	lord	Dacre's	pursuit	[they	were]	arrested	for	treason,	and	set	in	
ward,	whereof	the	one	is	dead	in	prison,"	while	George	and	Archibald	Reveley	had	
fled	to	Durham.

SDSB,	78;	TNA,	SP	1/23,	fol.	
229	(L&P,	3/2:822)

210

253 Reweley	or	
Reveley

John Northumberla
nd,	Horton	
(near	Wooler)

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1517 1517-11-10 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	George,	John,	and	William	Reveley	sought	
sanctuary	on	10	Nov.	1517	because	they	had	feloniously	killed	Thomas	Reveley	and	
Thomas	Bonde	at	"Wandon	"	(Warenton?)	in	Fowberry	around	25	Jul.	1517,	with	
lances,	swords,	and	other	weapons.	Archibald	Reveley,	ID	#249,	had	previously,	on	4	
August	1517,	also	sought	sanctuary	at	Durham	for	the	same	homicides.	Neither	John	
nor	William	Reveley	were	mentioned	In	a	1521	"bill	of	information"	in	the	State	
Papers	reporting	to	Cardinal	Wolsey	on	murderers	in	Northumberland,	which	
discusses	George	and	Archibald	Reveley.

SDSB,	78;	TNA,	SP	1/23,	fol.	
229	(L&P,	3/2:822)

210

254 Reweley	or	
Reveley

William Northumberla
nd,	Horton	
(near	Wooler)

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1517 1517-11-10 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	George,	John,	and	William	Reveley	sought	
sanctuary	on	10	Nov.	1517	because	they	had	feloniously	killed	Thomas	Reveley	and	
Thomas	Bonde	at	"Wandon	"	(Warenton?)	in	Fowberry	around	25	Jul.	1517,	with	
lances,	swords,	and	other	weapons.	Archibald	Reveley,	ID	#249,	had	previously,	on	4	
August	1517,	also	sought	sanctuary	at	Durham	for	the	same	homicides.	Neither	John	
nor	William	Reveley	were	mentioned	In	a	1521	"bill	of	information"	in	the	State	
Papers	reporting	to	Cardinal	Wolsey	on	murderers	in	Northumberland,	which	
discusses	George	and	Archibald	Reveley.

SDSB,	78;	TNA,	SP	1/23,	fol.	
229	(L&P,	3/2:822)
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856 Reynold Richard Middlesex,	
Hendon

yeoman M Church-taking,	
London,	St.	
Olave	Old	Jewry

Taking	church 1490 1490-02-06 Asportation In	a	gaol	delivery	record	from	Newgate,	9	Feb.	1490,	submitted	to	King's	Bench,	
Reynold	pleaded	sanctuary	(church-taking)	on	an	indictment	of	robbery	(that	he,	
along	with	others,	robbed	Robert	Shordych,	esquire,	of	£14	worth	of	goods,	horses,	
and	money	at	Edgeware).	Reynold	claimed	that	he	had	on	6	Feb.	1490	taken	
sanctuary	at	St.	Olave	in	Old	Jewry,	but	on	that	same	day	he	was	extracted	by	force	
from	the	church	by	the	London	sheriffs'	servants;	the	crown	replied	that	he	had	been	
outside	the	church.	The	jurors	found	that	he	did	not	take	the	church	as	he	alleged	and	
he	was	recommitted	to	prison.	Sometime	after	this,	he	filed	a	Chancery	bill	(undated),	
alleging	violent	removal	from	the	church.	Perhaps	following	on	from	the	appeal	to	the	
Chancellor,	the	gaol	delivery	record	was	brought	up	to	King's	Bench,	where	in	Hillary	
1492	the	king's	attorney	dropped	the	case,	acknowledging	Reynold's	sanctuary	plea	
to	be	true,	and	he	was	restored	to	the	church	to	await	the	coroner	(then	presumably	
to	abjure).

TNA,	KB	9/385,	mm.	4-5;	KB	
27/919,	m.	7;	C	1/159/53

768

1223 Reynold Richard Lancashire,	
Aldingham

mercer M Church-taking,	
Derbyshire	

Taking	church
Abjuration	to	
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1537 Felony The	King's	Bench	controlment	roll	indicates	that	Reynold	abjured	in	Derbyshire	"for	
certain	felonies	and	trespasses."

TNA,	KB	29/170,	m.	1d 1073

42 Richardson Edmund Yorkshire,	
Cropton,	
Pickering

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1490 1490-10-25 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	on	25	Oct.	1490	Richardson	sought	sanctuary	
because	two	years	before	at	Pickering	he	had	struck	James	Sayr	in	a	field	outside	the	
town	of	Cropton	with	a	"baculum	pugillum"	(a	fighting	stick?),	because	Sayr	had	
called	him	a	common	thief.	There	were	four	others	present	there	at	the	time.	Sayr	
immediately	died.	

SDSB,	15-16 37

218 Richardson John Westmorland,	
Kendal

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1515 1515-09-28 Debt Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Richardson	sought	sanctuary	on	28	Sept.	
1515	for	debt.

SDSB,	69 183

10 Richardson Robert Cumbria,	
Sedbergh

labourer M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1478 1478-10-25 Homicide Self-defence Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Richardson	and	Moyser	on	28	Oct.	1478	
sought	sanctuary	because	on	27	Mar.	1478	at	Holme,	in	the	parish	of	Kirkby	
Lonesdale,	in	defence	of	their	bodies,	as	they	say,	they	beat	a	certain	Thomas	Forster,	
that	is	Richardson	beat	Forster	on	his	head	with	a	certain	stick	called	a	club,	and	
Moyser	hit	Forster	fatally	on	his	right	knee	in	two	places	with	a	certain	unsheathed	
sword	[gladio],	from	which	Forster,	after	lying	ill,	died	within	twenty-four	weeks.	

SDSB,	4 7

244 Richardson Robert Yorkshire,	
Pontefract[?]

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1517 1517-06-14 Debt Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Richardson	sought	sanctuary	on	14	Jun.	1517	
for	debt,	esp.	to	Richard	Gybson	of	Pontefract,	tanner

SDSB,	76 204

1199 Richardson Thomas Nottinghamshi
re,	Warsop

bocher M Ripon	
(abjuration	from	
Nottinghamshire
,	Grove,	St.	
Helen)

Taking	church
Abjuration	to	
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 1532-12-25 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	25	Dec.	1532	Thomas	Richardson	took	the	church	of	
St.	Helen	in	Grove,	Notts.,	confessing	to	the	coroner	that	on	21	Dec.	1532	he	had	
broken	into	the	close	of	Henry	Laycoke	at	Kirton	in	Lindsey,	Lincs.,	and	stolen	two	
head	of	cattle,	taking	them	to	Herdstall	in	North	Clay	and	selling	them.	He	abjured,	
choosing	the	sanctuary	of	St.	Wilfrid	at	Ripon,	and	was	branded.

TNA,	KB	9/525,	m.	122;	KB	
29/166,	m.	22d

1055

359 Richardson William Lincolnshire,	
Bishopbridge[
?]

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1515 1515-02-13 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Richardson	sought	sanctuary	on	13	Feb.	1515	
for	the	homicide	of	Thomas	Robynson.

SDSB,	124 307

469 Richerdson George Yorkshire,	
Kingston	upon	
Hull

mariner M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1492 1492-04-15 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Thomas	Broun	and	George	Richerdson	
sought	sanctuary	on	15	Apr.	1492,	acknowledging	the	homicide	of	John	Sampson,	
with	a	dagger,	at	Hull	on	10	Apr.	1492.

SDSB,	148 413

686 Richerdson Thomas Yorkshire,	
Lockington

husbandman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1527 1527-05-10 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Richerdson	sought	sanctuary	on	10	May	1527	
for	debt.

SDSB,	191 617
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642 Richerdson William Yorkshire,	
North	
Newbald

husbandman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1524 1524-07-04 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Richerdson	sought	sanctuary	on	4	Jul.	1524	
for	the	"murderation	[murderacione]"	of	Anthony	Godsale	of	Newbald,	Yorks.,	
husbandman.

SDSB,	182 573

17 Riddyng John Cumbria,	
Sedbergh

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1479 1479-11-03 Homicide Accessory Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	John	and	Richard	Riddyng	took	sanctuary	
because	on	6	Jan.	1478	at	Sedbergh,	Cumbria,	they	abbetted	a	felony,	that	is	the	
killing	of	Thomas	Lupton	(see	Oliver	Branthwayt,	principal	in	the	homicide,	seeker	
#16,	and	Christopher	Bowre,	another	accessory	for	same	homicide,	#20).

SDSB,	6 14

18 Riddyng Richard Cumbria,	
Sedbergh

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1479 1479-11-03 Homicide Accessory Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	John	and	Richard	Riddyng	took	sanctuary	
because	on	6	Jan.	1478	at	Sedbergh,	Cumbria,	they	abbetted	a	felony,	that	is	the	
killing	of	Thomas	Lupton	(see	Oliver	Branthwayt,	seeker	#16).

SDSB,	6 14

272 Ridley William Northumberla
nd,	Coastley,	
Hexham

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1519 1519-07-22 Homicide Accessory Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Ridley	sought	sanctuary	because	he	had	been	
present	at	Hexham	7	Jul.	1518	when	Robert	Eryngton	was	struck	in	the	body	near	the	
heart	with	a	lance,	killing	him	instantly.	In	addition,	Ridley	struck	Eryngton	with	a	
"brode	arrowe"	in	the	left	part	of	his	chest,	wounding	him	although	not	killing	him.	

SDSB,	83 224

1031 Robbesley Richard London	 yeoman M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1529 1529-02-17 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	17	Feb.	1529	in	the	parish	of	St.	Botulph	without	Aldersgate,	
London,	over	the	body	of	Henry	Hawes,	tailor.	The	jurors	reported	that	on	16	Feb.	
1529	Hawes	had	been	in	the	dwelling	house	of	Helen	Harper,	widow,	in	the	parish	of	
St.	Botulph,	when	around	7pm	Robbesley	with	force	and	arms	(knives	and	daggars)	
and	with	precogitated	malice	assaulted	Henry,	and	stabbed	him	in	the	back,	giving	
him	a	wound	from	which	he	immediately	died.	Immediately	afterwards,	Robbesley	
fled	to	the	sanctuary	of	St.	Martin	le	Grand.	Robbesley	had	surrendered	to	authorities	
and	appeared	in	King's	Bench	in	Trinity	1530,	and	pleaded	not	guilty.	He	was	bailed	
and	the	jury	summoned	for	Michaelmas	term.	He	was	found	not	guilty,	the	jurors	
indicating	as	evidence	for	his	innocence	that	"he	did	not	flee	from	the	scene."	The	
jurors	moreover	named	Thomas	Mathew	of	London,	yeoman,	as	the	perpetrator.	
Mathew	was	later	outlawed.

TNA,	KB	9/513,	mm.	61-62;	
KB	29/162,	mm.	10,	15;	KB	
27/1076,	rex	m.	7

924

168 Robson Edward Northumberla
nd,	
Tynemouth

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1508 1508-11-07 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Robson	sought	sanctuary	on	7	Nov.	1508,	
because	on	15	Apr.	1508	in	the	street	called	Clothmarket	in	Newcastle	upon	Tyne,	he	
stabbed	Edmund	Tailyour	in	the	upper	arm	with	a	dagger,	killing	him	immediately.

SDSB,	53-54 135

476 Robson John Yorkshire,	
York

miller M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1488 1488-06-16 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Robson	sought	sanctuary	on	16	June	1488	
acknowledging	that	he	had	killed	William	Wellez	with	a	staff	on	4	May	[1488]	at	York.

SDSB,	149 420

753 Robson Robert London	 salter M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1534 1534-06-20 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Robson	took	sanctuary	on	20	Jun.	1534	for	
debt.

SDSB,	206 682

1439 Robyns James M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1537 In	September	1537,	the	abbot	of	Westminster	and	Anthony	Denny	were	charged	by	
Cromwell	with	inquiring	amongst	sanctuary	seekers	at	Westminster	and	others	in	the	
vicinity	regarding	circulation	of	a	scurrilous	rumour	about	the	king	and	his	alleged	
"taking"	of	the	"wench"	of	the	Westminster	sanctuary's	keeper,	William	Webbe.	(The	
inquiry	found	the	rumours	to	have	no	basis.)	Robyns	was	amongst	among	the	
sanctuary	men	examined.

TNA,	SP	1/125,	fol.	42r 1274

1672 Robyns	alias	
Robinson

**** M Beaulieu Chartered	
Sanctuary

nd	
(temp.	
Hen.	
VIII)

Felony In	an	undated	[temp.	Henry	VIII]	writ	to	the	abbot	of	Beaulieu,	the	king's	council	
required	him	to	hand	over	certain	"coffers	and	chests"	in	which	there	were	
documents	as	well	as	money,	plate,	and	jewels,	which	had	been	left	there	(or	so	the	
councillors	were	"credibly	enfourmed")	by	two	sanctuary	men,	"oone	Messaunger	
and	Robyns,	oderwise	called	Robinson,"	after	they	had	departed	from	the	sanctuary.

TNA,	STAC	2/24/299 1454

62 Robynson George Cumbria,	
Bassenthwaite

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1495 1495-03-08 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Robynson	sought	sanctuary	on	7	Mar.	1495	
for	having	killed	Stephen	Dover,	also	of	Bassenthwaite,	in	the	fortnight	after	Easter	in	
1491,	stabbing	him	in	the	chest	with	a	dagger.	

SDSB,	25 57
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209 Robynson George Northumberla
nd,	Berwick

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1515 1515-03-07 Homicide Self-defence Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Robynson	sought	sanctuary	on	7	Mar.	1515	
because	on	28	Feb.	1515,	on	top	of	the	walls	of	the	town	of	Berwick,	in	his	own	
defence,	he	struck	N.	Lynacres	in	the	chest	with	a	dagger,	giving	him	a	wound	from	
which	he	died	the	same	day.

SDSB,	67 175

356 Robynson Henry Westmorland,	
Kirkby	Kendal

dyer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1509 1509-08-06 Security Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Robynson	sought	sanctuary	on	6	Aug.	1509	
for	security	of	his	body.

SDSB,	123-24 304

624 Robynson John Durham,	
Barnard	Castle

wool	dryer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1519 1519-02-07 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Robynson	sought	sanctuary	on	7	Feb.	1519	
for	debt.

SDSB,	178 555

738 Robynson John Hampshire,	
Upper	
Enham[?]

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 1533-02-21 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Robynson	sought	sanctuary	on	21	Feb.	1533	
for	debt.

SDSB,	202 667

226 Robynson Lionel Yorkshire,	
Hauxwell,	
Richmond

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1515 1515-03-31 Homicide Self-defence Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Robynson	sought	sanctuary	on	31	Mar.	1515	
because,	on	30	Mar.	1515	within	the	territory	of	Constable	Burton	in	Richmondshire,	
after	he	himself	had	been	assaulted,	and	in	self-defence,	he	lethally	struck	Edmund	
Rewthe	on	the	back	of	the	head	with	a	pikestaff,	killing	him	instantly.

SDSB,	72 191

141 Robynson Robert Northumberla
nd,	
[Hedgeley?]

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1506 1506-08-12 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Robynson	sought	sanctuary	on	12	Aug.	1506	
because	in	early	February	1506	he	had	struck	N.	Whiet	near	Blenkinsop	castle	with	a	
winyard,	giving	him	a	mortal	wound	from	which	he	immediately	died.

SDSB,	45-46 112

381 Robynson Thomas Yorkshire,	
Knaresboroug
h

saddler M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1512 1512-06-07 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Thomas	and	William	Robynson	sought	
sanctuary	on	7	Jun.	1512	for	the	homicide	of	William	Logg.

SDSB,	129 329

1661 Robynson William Dorset,	
Alrington

yeoman M Bristol,	St.	
Augustine's	
monastery

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1496 1496-01-04 Asportation Two	indictments	at	the	Bristol	peace	sessions	accused	Robynson	of	stealing	a	horse	
and	two	silver	spoons	from	John	Blakamore,	and	money,	a	gown,	and	other	goods	
from	Richard	Rowland,	both	on	29	Mar.	1496.	The	jurors'	presentment	does	not	
indicate	that	Robynson	took	sanctuary,	but	rather	that	the	prior	of	the	monastery	
(indicted	as	accessory)	harboured	him	after	his	felony,	on	1	Apr.	1496.	In	the	context	
of	the	June	1496	dispute	between	the	town	of	Bristol	and	the	monastery	(see	
Dominic	Arthur,	ID	#1659),	this	may	have	been	a	backdoor	attempt	to	try	the	
sanctuary	privilege	in	court	by	forcing	Robynson	and	his	co-accused	to	plead	
sanctuary.	If	that	was	the	tactic,	it	didn't	work,	as	the	King's	Bench	controlment	rolls	
indicate	that	neither	was	ever	taken	into	custody	and	both	Robynson	and	the	prior	of	
St.	Augustine's,	John	Martyn,	were	outlawed,	years	later,	in	1503	and	1508.

TNA,	KB	9/410,	mm.	30-32;	
KB	29/127,	m.	3

1442

382 Robynson William Yorkshire,	
Skipton,	
Craven

shoemaker M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1512 1512-06-07 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Thomas	and	William	Robynson	sought	
sanctuary	on	7	Jun.	1512	for	the	homicide	of	William	Logg.

SDSB,	129 329

744 Rokeby John Yorkshire,	
Wakefield

dyer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 1533-11-05 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Rokeby	sought	sanctuary	on	5	Nov.	1533	for	
a	debt	of	£200.

SDSB,	203-4 673

951 Rollyston John Yorkshire,	
Pontefract

surgeon M Church-taking,	
Yorkshire,	
Pontefract,	
Blackfriars

Taking	church 1522 1522-07-13 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	13	Jul.	1522	at	Pontefract,	Yorks.,	over	the	body	of	Margaret	
Thomson.	The	jurors	reported	that	Rollyston	assaulted	Thomson,	his	servant,	on	12	
Jul.	1522,	and	broke	her	neck.	As	soon	as	he	committed	the	felony	he	fled	to	
Blackfriars	church	in	Pontefract.	

TNA,	KB	9/489,	m.	35 849

5 Rome William Yorkshire,	
Forcett

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1477 1477-10-07 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	on	6	October	1477	William	Rome	and	William	
Nicholson	sought	sanctuary	for	the	killing	of	William	Aliand,	killed	by	them	previously.

SDSB,	3 5
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1178 Roo	or	
Rower	alias	
Croydon

Nicholas Middlesex,	
Westminster

yeoman M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1530 1530-09-21 Asportation The	King's	Bench	coram	rege	roll	records	that	at	the	Middlesex	peace	sessions	on	13	
May	1530	Maurice	Bull	[ID	#1177]	and	Nicholas	Roo	or	Rowere	alias	Croydon	[ID	
#1178]	were	indicted,	because	they	took	sanctuary	at	Westminster	on	30	Aug.	1529,	
and	then	subsequently	on	20	Sept.	1529	they	left	the	sanctuary	and	broke	into	
Thomas	Parsons'	house	in	Westminster	and	stole	jewelry,	plate,	and	money	worth	
about	70s.	Because	the	felony	committed	subsequent	to	their	entry	to	sanctuary	
caused	them	to	forfeit	their	privilege,	they	were	seized	from	the	sanctuary	by	Sir	
Thomas	Wentford	on	21	Oct.	1529	and	taken	into	custody.	They	appeared	before	
King's	Bench	on	28	May	1530	and	pleaded	not	guilty	to	the	felony,	and	pleaded	
sanctuary,	claiming	that	on	the	first	occasion	of	their	taking	sanctuary,	30	Aug.	1529,	
they	had	claimed	it	for	debt	and	trespass	respectively,	and	then	changed	their	
registration	to	sanctuary	for	felony	on	21	Sept.	1529	(for	different	felonies,	not	for	
the	theft	in	the	indictment,	to	which	they	had	pleaded	not	guilty).	They	thus	argued	
that	the	sanctuary	breach	was	illicit	and	prayed	to	be	restored.	The	two	were	held	in	
the	King's	Bench	prison	from	Oct.	1529	until	June	1532;	between	October	1530	and	
March	1531,	Bull	and	Roo	served	as	jurors	on	several	coroner's	inquest	juries	at	the	
prison	over	the	bodies	of	prisoners	(who	died	of	natural	causes,	the	jurors	ruled).	Two	
juries	in	due	course	considered	their	pleas:	the	first,	in	January	1532,	accepted	that	
they	had	indeed	registered	first	for	debt	and	trespass,	and	then	for	felony	only	after	
the	burglary	for	which	they	were	indicted,	but	found	them	guilty	on	the	felony,	a	
finding	that	the	court	was	perhaps	not	sure	what	to	do	with.	Bull	and	Roo	then	
changed	their	pleas	on	the	felony	to	guilty	but	continued	to	plead	sanctuary,	and	this	
new	plea	was	put	to	another	jury	in	June	1532,	when	again	the	jurors	found	that	their	
registration	as	felons	took	place	only	after	the	felony	and	thus	that	the	sanctuary	
breach	had	been	unlawful.	The	court	accepted	this	verdict	and	they	were	restored	to	
sanctuary.	It	seems	likely	that	the	two	juries	had	access	to	the	sanctuary	register	for	
Westminster	as	details	of	the	registrations	are	cited.	Both	Bull	and	Roo	were	on	the	
Westminster	sanctuary	list	for	1533.	Bull	was	still	there	as	late	as	1537.

TNA,	KB	27/1075,	rex	m.	4;	
KB	29/162,	mm.	3,	5d,	6d;	SP	
1/238,	fols.	72-73;	KB	9/975,	
mm.	134,	236,	238;	
McSheffrey,	SS ,	169,	174-77

1272

1665 Roper William Kent,	
Goudhurst

M Church-taking,	
Kent,	Marden

Taking	church
Abjuration

Winchelsea 1438 1438-06-04 Homicide Self-defence Patent	roll	records	his	pardon,	dated	17	Nov.	1444,	because	his	killing	of	John	Sponle	
was	by	mischance	and	in	self-defence.	On	4	June	1438,	he	had	abjured	for	the	slaying,	
and	overseas	had	become	a	soldier	in	Normandy	(presumably	for	the	English).

CPR	1441-46,	313 1448

971 Rose Andrew London	 yeoman M Church-taking,	
Hertfordshire,	
Hertford	All	
Saints

Taking	church
Abjuration

Dover 1525 1525-07-29 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	29	Jul.	1525	Rose	took	the	church	of	All	Saints	in	
Hertford.	He	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	same	day	that	on	24	Mar.	1525,	on	the	
road	between	St.	Albans	and	Colney,	Herts.,	he	had	assaulted	Jerome	ap	Ryce	and	
stolen	his	horse.	In	addition,	on	17	May	1525	he	had	assaulted	John	Fuller	at	Albery	
near	Great	Berkhamstead	in	Herts.	and	stolen	4s.	from	him.	He	abjured.	Note	that	in	
November	1525	five	other	men	took	the	same	church	and	abjured,	suggesting	the	
possibility	of	a	felons'	grapevine.

TNA,	KB	9/501/1,	m.	90 869

1817 Rose Nicholas Essex,	
Chelmsford

Innholder M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1486 Debt In	a	Chancery	petition,	John	Welles,	the	servant	of	Nicholas	Rose,	indicates	that	Rose	
went	into	sanctuary	at	Westminster	over	a	debt	to	grocer	Adam	Brown	of	London.	
Date	approximate;	range	1486-1493	(defendant	Brown	found	in	deed	1482).

TNA,	C	1/178/4 1591

1470 Rosselyn William Yorkshire,	
Cotness

gentleman M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1424 Debt In	a	suit	at	Common	Pleas,	John	and	Ellen	Portyngton	sued	William	Rosselyn	for	a	
debt	of	£40,	but	the	sheriffs	report	that	they	could	not	arrest	Rosselyn	to	respond	to	
the	suit	because	he	was	in	a	"privileged	place,"	the	sanctuary	of	St.	Martin	le	Grand.	
SMLG's	dean	Richard	Caudray	cited	this	case	in	his	Register	in	1440	as	proof	of	St.	
Martin's	privileges	as	a	sanctuary.

TNA,	CP	40/654,	rot.	318;	
WAM,	Book	5,	fols.	38r-39r

1299
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649 Rotherford John Yorkshire,	
Kirby	upon	
Wold

labourer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1524 1524-08-29 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Rotherford	sought	sanctuary	on	29	Aug.	1524	
for	murder	and	felony.

SDSB,	183 580

25 Rougthwayt William Yorkshire,	
Beverley

baxter M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1482 1482-01-18 Homicide Self-defence Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Rougthwayt	sought	sanctuary	on	18	Jan.	1482	
because	on	8	Dec.	1481	at	Beverley,	Yorks.	he	assaulted	a	certain	John	Thomson	and	
feloniously	struck	him,	in	his	own	defence,	in	his	thigh	with	a	dagger	and	gave	him	a	
mortal	wound,	from	which	wound	John	died	that	same	day.

SDSB,	9 21

522 Routhe Thomas Durham,	
Stockton-on-
Tees

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1493 1493-09-08 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Routhe	sought	sanctuary	on	8	Sept.	1493	for	
the	homicide	of	William	Geffreyson	of	Norton	in	the	bishopric	of	Durham,	whom	he	
killed	with	a	sword	on	22	Jul.	1493	in	a	field	called	Eggilfeld,	also	in	the	bishopric	of	
Durham.

SDSB,	158 463

1569 Rowland William London	 yeoman M Church-taking,	
Berkshire,	Bray

Taking	church 1507 1507-08-26 Asportation At	gaol	delivery	at	Newgate,	mid-Oct.	1507,	Rowland	appeared	(along	with	another	
sanctuary	claimant,	Edward	Bulkley,	ID	#1568)	on	an	indictment	from	Michaelmas	
1507	that	Rowland	had	committed	a	theft	worth	20s	on	26	Aug.	1507	from	an	
unknown	man	in	Acton,	Midd.	Rowland,	on	being	asked	how	he	responded,	said	that	
on	26	Aug.	1507	he	took	the	parish	church	of	Bray,	Berks.,	and	that	he	had	been	
dragged	from	there	by	those	unknown	to	him,	and	he	seeks	to	be	restored.	He	
pleaded	not	guilty	to	the	felony.	Bulkley	and	Rowland	were	both	returned	to	prison	
while	the	judges	advised	themselves.	The	dorse	of	the	record	of	gaol	delivery	
indicates	it	was	delivered	up	to	King's	Bench	in	mid-Nov.	1507;	the	same	record	was	
copied	into	the	King's	Bench	controlment	roll,	with	the	only	addition	an	indication	
that	they	were	both	committed	to	the	Marshalsea	prison.

TNA,	KB	9/446,	m.	31 1371

483 Rowyll William Yorkshire,	
Kingston	upon	
Hull

brewer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1488 1488-06-25 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Cornelius	Jonson	and	William	Rowyll	sought	
sanctuary	on	25	June	1488	and	acknowledged	a	homicide	[the	rest	of	the	entry	is	a	
blank].

SDSB,	150-51 425

1709 Rud Cuthbert Westmorland,	
Burgh	under	
Stanmore

M Church-taking,	
Westmorland,	
Burgh	under	
Stanmore	St.	
Michael

Taking	church
Abjuration

1542 1542-07-08 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	8	Jul.	1542	at	Burgh	under	Stanmore,	Westmorland,	over	the	body	
of	William	Kerk.	The	jurors	found	that	Kerk	had	been	killed	by	Rud	and	that	after	the	
killing	Rud	fled	to	the	parish	church	of	St.	Michael	in	Burgh	where	he	took	sanctuary.	
He	remained	in	the	church	until	30	Jul.,	on	which	day	he	abjured	"by	the	custom	of	
the	realm"	--	but	the	record	does	not	indicate	anything	further,	suggesting	perhaps	
that	Rud	was	permitted	to	go	into	exile	rather	than	to	proceed	to	a	statutory	
sanctuary.	A	note	at	the	bottom	of	the	report	submitted	to	KB	indicates	that	the	
coroner	was	to	be	prosecuted	for	the	defective	verdict.

TNA,	KB	9/552,	m.	130	 1492

108 Rudd John Westmorland,	
Burtergill,	
Warcop

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1504 1504-03-07 Homicide Self-defence Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Rudd	sought	sanctuary	on	7	Mar.	1504	
because,	on	17	Feb.	1504	at	a	place	called	Brakenside,	in	his	own	defence	he	had	
struck	Christopher	Kirke	on	the	head	with	a	club.	Kirke	died	from	the	wound.

SDSB,	40 95

1471 Rudevile John M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1417 Asportation Two	chaplains	of	SMLG,	Simon	Floure	and	William	Gerveys,	were	sued	in	Common	
Pleas	by	Edmund	Chymbeham,	who	claimed	that	the	chaplains	had	received	goods	
stolen	from	him	by	John	Rudevile,	a	thief	who	had	subsequently	taken	sanctuary	at	
SMLG	and	brought	the	goods	with	him.	The	two	chaplains	claimed	that	they	had	the	
goods	as	felony	forfeiture	from	the	sanctuary	seeker	upon	entry	into	the	asylum,	as	
St.	Martin's	privileges	allowed.	This	case	was	recorded	in	dean	Richard	Caudray's	
Register	as	an	exemplar	of	St.	Martin's	sanctuary	privileges.

TNA,	CP	40/634,	rot.	452;	CP	
40/647,	rot.	111d;	WAM,	
Book	5,	fols.	63v-64v

1300

370 Rugbe Walter Yorkshire,	
Paull,	
Holderness

cooper M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1511 1511-04-14 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Rugbe	sought	sanctuary	on	14	Apr.	1511	for	
the	homicide	of	Anthony	Dowre	of	Boulogne	in	France,	mariner.

SDSB,	127 318
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776 Russell Henry Derbyshire,	
Doveridge[?]

priest,	vicar M Church-taking,	
Derbyshire,	
Doveridge

Taking	church 1454 Asportation Inquiry	to	be	made	in	Derbyshire	whether	Henry	Russell,	vicar	of	the	church	of	
"Dobbrygge,"	and	John	Russell,	yeoman,	of	the	same,	in	1453-54	broke	into	the	house	
of	John	Halle,	assaulting	him	and	beating	him,	and	then	fleeing	to	the	church.

TNA,	KB	9/12/1,	m.	7 705

1279 Russell John London	 woolpacker M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1416 Trespass London	civic	record	(Letter	Book	I)	notes	that	after	having	been	accused	of	slandering	
an	alderman	as	a	Lollard,	Russell	took	sanctuary	at	Westminster	to	escape	
punishment	for	trespass.	He	stayed	there	for	9	months,	but	then	according	to	the	
Letter	Book	he	voluntarily	came	out	of	sanctuary	in	sorrow	for	his	mainpernors'	loss	
of	pledge,	and	he	confessed	to	his	fault	and	paid	his	fine.

Reginald	R.	Sharpe,	ed.,	
Calendar	of	Letter-Books,	
Letter	Book	I	(1400-1422)	
(London:	J.	E.	Francis,	1909),
180

1117

777 Russell John Derbyshire,	
Doveridge[?]

yeoman M Church-taking,	
Derbyshire,	
Doveridge

Taking	church 1454 Asportation Inquiry	to	be	made	in	Derbyshire	whether	Henry	Russell,	vicar	of	the	church	of	
"Dobbrygge,"	and	John	Russell,	yeoman,	of	the	same,	in	1453-54	broke	into	the	house	
of	John	Halle,	assaulting	him	and	beating	him,	and	then	fleeing	to	the	church.

TNA,	KB	9/12/1,	m.	7 705

1211 Russell John Hertfordshire,	
Hertford	
Heath

bocher M Bewdley	
(abjuration	from	
Yorkshire,	
Harewood)

Chartered	
Sanctuary
Taking	church
Abjuration	to	
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1534 1534-03-17 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	17	Mar.	1534,	Thomas	Gadbure	[#1210],	John	
Russell	[#1211],	and	John	Ploghe	[#1212]	all	took	the	church	at	Harewood,	Yorks.	
They	confessed	that	on	27	Jul.	1533	at	Adwick,	Yorks.,	they	had	robbed	an	unknown	
man	on	the	king's	highway,	and	on	30	Jul.	they	robbed	another	man.	They	abjured	
and	were	branded.	Gadbure	was	assigned	Colchester;	Russel	was	assigned	"Bewdley"	
(likely	Bewdley,	Shropshire,	by	geography);	and	Plogh	was	assigned	Beverley.	

TNA,	KB	9/529,	m.	186;	KB	
29/167,	m.	23

1486

1625 Rust	alias	
Walsshe

Robert Kent,	
Allhallows

M Church-taking,	
Kent,	Higham

Taking	church
Abjuration

1404 1404-12-31 Asportation Record	on	patent	roll	that	Rust	had	taken	church	and	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	
he	had	feloniously	burglarized	the	house	of	Richard,	the	parson's	farmer	at	Clyve,	
Kent,	stealing	goods	worth	6s	8d.	He	abjured	the	realm.	Pardoned	for	this	and	all	
other	felonies	committed	by	him	except	treason,	murder,	homicide,	and	rape,	and	
also	the	confession	and	abjuration.

CPR,	1401-1406,	492 1406

1853 Rychardson John London	 bricklayer M Church-taking,	
Cambridgeshire,	
Cambridge,	
Barnwell

Taking	church
Abjuration

Harwich,	
"Suffolk"[?]

1527 1527-04-10 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	10	Apr.	1527	in	the	city	of	Cambridge	John	
Rychardson	took	the	church	of	Barnwell.	He	confessed	to	the	coroners	on	the	same	
day	that	together	with	John	Brooke	of	the	parish	of	St.	Sepulchre,	London,	labourer,	
on	10	Jun.	1524,	he	had	broken	into	the	house	and	close	of	John	Wakefield	at	the	sign	
of	the	Swan	in	Holborn	and	stolen	a	piece	of	wool,	"plonket"	coloured,	called	a	
Winchester	kersey,	worth	26s	8d,	which	was	sitting	on	a	cart	belonging	to	an	
unknown	man.	He	abjured.	The	King's	Bench	controlment	roll	indicates	that	on	15	
Jun.	1531	he	was	outlawed.The	record	of	abjuration	has	at	least	two	oddities	-	
although	he	is	said	to	have	entered	the	church	on	10	April,	he	does	not	abjure	until	11	
June;	and	he	was	assigned	the	port	of	"Herwich,	Suffolk"	(although	Harwich	was	right	
on	the	border	of	Essex,	so	this	was	likely	simply	an	error).	He	was	outlawed	in	1531.

TNA,	KB	9/504,	m.	30;	KB	
29/159,	m.	21

1620

843 Rycherd Robert London	 mercer M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1476 1476-02-08 Homicide Accessory Coroner's	inquest	in	the	parish	of	St.	Giles	Cripplegate,	London,	15	Mar.	1476	over	the	
body	of	William	Duglas	of	London,	yeoman.	The	jurors	reported	that	on	8	Feb.	1476	
John	Walker	attacked	Duglas	with	a	pitchfork,	from	which	wound	Duglas	died	on	14	
March.	John	Wemme,	John	Vyvyan,	Thomas	Wyrall,	Robert	Rycherd,	and	William	
Grendell	were	accused	as	accessories.	The	jurors	said	that	after	the	felony	they	fled	to	
sanctuary	at	St.	Martin	le	Grand.	The	inquest	report	indicates	that	Wemme,	Vyvyan,	
Wyrall,	Rycherd,	and	Grendell	all	went	sine	die	when	they	came	to	trial.

TNA,	KB	9/343,	mm.	94-96 759
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1082 Ryder William Cheshire,	
Utkinton

servant M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1539 1539-04-12 Homicide Coroner’s	inquest	15	Apr.	1539	in	the	parish	of	St.	Giles	without	Cripplegate,	over	
Ralph	Holcrofte,	gentleman,	of	London.	The	jurors	reported	that	there	was	a	quarrel	
between	Sir	John	Done	of	Utkinton,	Cheshire	and	Thomas	Holcroft	of	London,	
esquire;	the	victim	was	Thomas	Holcroft's	servant.	The	jurors	said	that	Done	had	been	
in	St.	Paul’s	cathedral,	along	with	his	retainers	John	Lloyd,	Richard	Hoknell	and	
William	Ryder,	meeting	with	Leonard	Veale,	servant	of	Charles	Brandon,	the	duke	of	
Suffolk	(Veale	apparently	played	no	role	in	what	followed).	Holcroft	and	his	men	were	
also	in	the	cathedral,	and	as	Done	left,	he	and	his	retinue	confronted	Done	on	the	
steps	of	the	cathedral.	In	the	ensuing	affray,	Ralph	Holcroft	was	fatally	wounded	by	
William	Ryder.	The	coroner’s	inquest	jurors	indicated	that	Done	and	his	men	fled	to	
Westminster	for	sanctuary.	The	victim's	brother	Geoffrey	Holcroft	appealed	the	
murder	in	Hillary	1540,	and	his	suit	told	a	different	story:	that	Ralph	Holcroft	had	
been	peacefully	walking	through	Paul's	churchyard	when	he	was	suddenly	beset	by	
Done	and	the	others,	who	had	lain	in	wait	for	him	and	killed	him.	Precisely	what	
happened	following	this	quarrel	is	unclear.	In	July	1539	Sir	John	Done,	along	with	
Thomas	Holcroft,	was	named	as	JP	for	Cheshire,	suggesting	that	the	indictment	was	
not	proceeding.	Following	Geoffrey	Holcroft's	appeal	in	Hillary	1540,	Done,	Lloyd,	and	
Hoknell	were	bailed	(Ryder	may	have	been	at	large,	perhaps	still	in	sanctuary).	From	
Easter	to	Michaelmas	1540	Geoffrey	Holcroft's	appeal	proceeded,	although	when	the	
issue	was	to	be	put	to	a	jury	Holcroft	defaulted	on	the	suit,	at	which	point	the	king's	
attorney	indicated	that	the	king	accepted	all	the	accused's	(including	Ryder's)	not	
guilty	pleas,	and	they	were	free	to	go.	In	Nov.	1540,	the	records	of	the	king's	council	
recorded	an	arbitrated	settlement	between	Done	and	Holcroft	(with	no	indication	of	
the	nature	of	their	quarrel).	Both	Holcroft	and	Done	went	on	to	serve	as	MPs	and	
each	was	active	in	royal	service.	As	Done	was	the	son-in-law	of	Sir	Randall	
Mainwaring	of	Over	Peover,	patron	of	Randall	Mainwaring	of	Swanley,	it	is	likely	that	
the	quarrel	between	Done	and	Holcroft	related	to	the	apparent	assassination	earlier	
that	year	of	Richard	Cholmeley,	also	in	St.	Paul’s	churchyard,	by	members	of	
Mainwaring's	affinity	(see	seeker	IDs	#1073-1077),	who	likewise	fled	to	sanctuary.

TNA,	KB	9/545,	mm.	87-90;	
KB	29/161,	m.	1d;	KB	
27/1115,	plea	m.	21;	LMA,	
Rep.	10,	fol.	95r;	L&P,	
14/1:584-85;	15:348;	
Nicolas,	Proceedings	Privy	
Council,	7:87;	N.	M.	Fuidge,	
"Done,	Sir	John,"	HPO;	R.	
J.W.	Swales,	"Holcroft,	Sir	
Thomas,"	HPO;	McSheffrey,	
SS,	171-72

954

929 Rygg	alias	
Scaff

William Yorkshire,	
York

yeoman M York	Blackfriars Ambiguous 1518 1518-04-15 Homicide Self-defence Coroner's	inquest	at	City	of	York	on	16	Apr.	1518	over	the	body	of	William	Stokall.	The	
jurors	reported	that	on	15	Apr.	1518	at	5	pm	Stokall	had	been	in	the	cemetery	of	the	
cathedral	church,	when	he	had	attacked	William	Rygg;	he	pursued	him	to	the	wall	so	
that	Rygg	could	not	escape	any	further.	Stokall	intended	to	murder	Rygg,	and	so	in	
self-defence	Rygg	struck	back,	giving	him	a	wound	from	which	Stokall	died	the	
following	day.	Rygg	immediately	fled	to	the	Blackfriars'	church	in	York,	"which	is	a	
sanctuary."	It	is	not	absolutely	clear	that	this	meant	to	designate	a	permanent	
sanctuary	rather	than	asylum	as	prelude	to	abjuration.	In	any	case,	the	King's	Bench	
controlment	roll	indicates	that	Rygg	was	pardoned	in	Michaelmas	term	1518.	

TNA,	KB	9/476,	m.	88;	KB	
29/150,	m.	22d;	L&P,	2:1389

827

474 Ryhed William Lincolnshire,	
Theddlethorpe
[?]

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1491 1491-10-07 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Ryhed	(of	"Thyrlethorpe")	took	sanctuary	on	
7	Oct.	1491	for	the	homicide	of	Christopher	Tatler	of	Mapelthorne	[Mablethorpe?],	
yeoman,	on	29	Sept.	1491,	in	a	field	at	Authorp,	Lincs.	

SDSB,	149 418

1002 Ryngwudd John London	 labourer M Church-taking,	
Northamptonshi
re,	Weldon

Taking	church
Abjuration

Southampt
on

1527 1527-09-10 Homicide Also	burglary Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	10	Sept.	1527	Ryngwudd	took	the	church	of	the	
Blessed	Mary	at	Great	Weldon,	Northants.	He	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	1	
Sept.	1527	at	London	in	the	parish	of	St.	Sepulchre	he	broke	into	a	house	with	a	sign	
of	the	hart's	horn,	pertaining	to	some	unknown	man,	and	stole	a	horse.	And	also	that	
on	10	Dec.	1525,	with	6	other	men,	he	assaulted	an	unknown	man	and	killed	him.	He	
abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/506/1,	m.	52 901

326 Ryplay William Yorkshire,	
Leconfield

labourer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1506 1506-08-01 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Ryplay	sought	sanctuary	on	1	Aug.	1506	for	
debt.

SDSB,	117 274
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1266 Saddler John London	 vintner M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1423 Debt Rosser	cites	a	rental	at	Westminster	Abbey	Muniments	regarding	vintner	John	
Saddler's	going	into	sanctuary	by	1423,	where	he	would	stay	along	with	his	wife	for	
18	years.

Rosser,	Medieval	
Westminster,	156

1109

268 Sadler Matthew Yorkshire,	
Aysgarth

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1519 1519-05-30 Homicide Accessory Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Sadler	sought	sanctuary	on	30	May	1519	
because	he	had	been	present	in	Lent	1515	when	Michael	Sadler	struck	Henry	Sadler	
on	the	head	with	a	stone	in	the	parish	of	Aysgarth.

SDSB,	81 220

1769 Saffrey John Berkshire,	
Hurley

prior	of	
Hurley	priory

M Westminster	
Abbey		
dependency:	
Hurley	priory

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1430 Security False	
accusation

John	Saffrey,	prior	of	Hurley	[Berkshire],	a	Benedictine	priory	subject	to	Westminster	
Abbey,	claimed	in	a	petition	that	he	and	a	monk	of	his	priory,	John	London,	had	been	
falsely	accused,	and	through	corruption	found	guilty,	of	a	plaint	of	trespass	brought	
by	William	Emmery.	The	marshal	of	the	king's	household,	John	Barton,	seized	Saffrey	
from	the	sanctuary	of	his	priory	church	--	which,	he	said,	had	as	great	a	privilege	and	
liberty	as	the	sanctuary	at	Westminster	--	and	imprisoned	him	at	Wycombe.	He	asked	
that	it	be	brought	before	the	council.	Endorsement	indicates	that	it	was	to	be	brought	
into	Chancery.	Endorsement	dated	11	Oct.	1430.

TNA,	SC	8/72/3553 1544

529 Salvan William Esquire M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1478 1478-04-14 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	William	Salvan,	Heghfeld,	John	Salvan,	
Walker,	and	Hunt	were	all	received	at	Beverley	on	14	April	1478	for	the	death	of	
Henry	Hardewyk,	killed	by	them.

SDSB,	160 468

1327 Sampson Ralph servingman M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1528 Felony The	1532	and	1533	lists	of	those	privileged	of	Westminster	sanctuary	list	Ralph	
Sampson,	"for	felony,	five	years	past"	(1533).	

TNA,	SP	1/70,	fol.	133;	SP	
1/238,	fols.	72-73

1161

1800 Sampson William London[?] M St.	Katherine	by	
the	Tower

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1470 William	Sampson	and	Thomas	Gaye	complained	in	a	Chancery	petition	that	they	had	
been	seized	out	of	sanctuary	at	St.	Katherine	by	the	Tower	by	servants	of	the	sheriffs	
of	London.	Dates	from	either	1433-43	or	1467-72,	the	latter	more	likely	(1470	date	
assigned	for	sorting	purposes).

TNA,	C	1/46/389 1575

1125 Sampyre John Shropshire,	
Shrewsbury

yeoman M Church-taking,	
Surrey,	
Southwark,	St.	
Mary	Overey

Taking	church 1504 1504-03-22 Felony Two	constables	in	the	London	city	jurisdiction	in	Southwark,	John	Rogerson	of	
Southwark,	tailor,	and	John	Laurence	of	Southwark,	cooper,	were	indicted	for	
permitting	the	escape	of	two	men,	John	Sampyre	and	Richard	Couper,	who	had	fled	
to	sanctuary	at	the	church	of	St.	Mary	Overey	in	Southwark.	On	22	Mar.	1504	
Sampyre	and	Couper	had	taken	the	church,	and	the	following	day	before	John	
Couper,	coroner,	and	in	the	presence	of	Rogerson	and	Laurence,	they	had	indicated	
that	they	sought	sanctuary	but	that	they	would	not	abjure	at	that	moment,	instead	
waiting	for	their	forty	days	to	expire.	They	were,	however,	in	fact	"scheming	to	
escape."	On	24	Mar.,	they	in	fact	did	escape,	due	to	the	defective	vigilance	of	the	two	
constables.	

TNA,	KB	9/438,	m.	86;	KB	
27/985,	rex	m.	6

992

1158 Sandes John Surrey,	
Southwark

yeoman M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1537 1537-12-09 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	10	Dec.	1537	at	Southwark	over	the	body	of	John	Brydon	of	
Southwark,	baker.	The	jurors	reported	that	on	9	Dec.	1537	Brydon	was	in	St.	Mary	
Overey	church	in	God's	peace	and	the	king's	between	10	and	11	am	when	Sandes,	
with	precogiated	malice,	attacked	him	with	a	sword,	wounding	him	in	the	thigh	and	
killing	him	immediately.	Sandes	then	fled	immediately	to	Westminster.	In	Hillary	1539	
Sandes	appeared	and	pleaded	not	guilty,	and	was	bailed	to	William	Pykeryng	of	the	
king's	household,	esquire,	Thomas	Edgar	of	the	king's	household,	esquire,	and	Robert	
Barkenald	of	the	king's	household,	esquire.	The	King's	Bench	controlment	roll	
indicates	that	he	was	arrested	again	for	the	felony	in	Trinity	1540	but	when	brought	
before	KB	he	was	exonerated	because	he	had	been	bailed	"de	die	in	die"	(thus	
indefinitely?).	There	is	no	further	process	found	in	King's	Bench.	Sandes	may	be	the	
same	as	John	Sandys,	younger	son	of	Lord	Sandys.	By	July	1539	the	son	of	Lord	
Sandys	was	a	deputy	of	Guisnes	Castle	(Lord	Sandys	being	its	governor);	a	1536	letter	
now	in	the	State	Papers	indicates	that	this	son	was	something	of	a	trial	to	his	father.	
This	would	account	for	the	high-ranking	bailors;	it	would	not,	however,	account	for	
his	giving	his	status	as	"yeoman,"	so	they	may	be	two	different	men.

TNA,	KB	27/1110,	rex	m.	7;	
TNA,	KB	29/171,	m.	27d,	
40d;	KB	29/173,	m.	21d;	SP	
1/106,	fol.	33	(L&P,	11:138);	
L&P,	15:567;	16:285,	287-88;	
20:548

1018

Sanctuary Seekers in England, c. 1380-1550, ordered by seekers' names

30/05/17 173



Seeker	
ID

Surname First	
Name

Seeker	Place	
of	Origin

Seeker	
Occupation	
or	Status

Sex Sanctuary Sanctuary	Type Port	
Assigned

Year Date Seeker	
Reason

Seeker	
Reason	

Elaboration

	Summary	of	case Reference Case	
ID

876 Sandy	alias	
Davy

Richard Somerset,	
Bruton

purser	and	
glover

M Church-taking,	
Middlesex,	
Kensington,	St.	
Mary

Taking	church
Abjuration

Southampt
on

1510 1510-05-13 Asportation A	Middlesex	jury	presented	that	Richard	Sandy	and	Thomas	Mathewe	(ID	#1860)	had	
been	arrested	at	Kensington	on	13	May	1510	on	suspicion	of	horse	theft,	but	then	
both	Sandy	and	Matthew	had	escaped	and	gone	into	sanctuary	at	St.	Mary's	church	in	
Kensington	and	then	abjured.	A	coroner's	memorandum,	also	dated	13	May	1510,	
survives	for	Sandy	(although	none	located	for	Mathewe),	indicating	that	he	took	the	
church	of	St.	Mary	in	Kensington,	Midd.,	confessing	to	the	coroner	that	on	19	Dec.	
1509	he	had	assaulted	and	robbed	an	unknown	man	at	Ramsbury,	Wiltshire,	stealing	
a	horse	with	his	tackle	and	26s	8d	in	money.	He	also	confessed	that	together	with	
Richard	Broun	of	Westminster	he	attacked	and	robbed	another	unknown	man	at	
South	Mimms,	Midd.,	stealing	two	horses	and	a	gown.	He	abjured.	A	note	at	the	
bottom	of	the	memorandum,	in	a	different	hand,	notes	that	he	had	been	convicted	
another	time	before	justice	Thomas	Marrocke	at	Winchester	in	Lent	1505.	Not	long	
after	his	abjuration,	on	1	Jul.	1510,	Sandy	appeared	before	King's	Bench,	evidently	
having	been	caught	within	the	realm.	He	then	claimed	benefit	of	clergy,	but	although	
he	read	as	a	clerk,	the	king's	attorney	said	that	he	was	the	same	man	as	Richard	
Saunder	of	Kingsclere,	Sussex	[sic	-	Hants?],	glover,	who	had	been	found	guilty	of	
robbery	at	Winchester	in	Lent	1505,	and	had	then	claimed	benefit	of	clergy	and	had	
been	branded	with	a	'T'.	Sandy	claimed	that	he	was	not	the	same	man,	being	from	
Wiltshire,	but	jurors	found	they	were	the	same	man	and	thus	he	was	sentenced	to	
hang.

TNA,	KB	9/454,	m.	37;	KB	
9/467,	m.	7;	KB	27/966,	m.	
22

786

1552 Sare Nicholas Oxfordshire,	
Henley	on	
Thames

yeoman M Church-taking,	
Berkshire,	
Wallingford,	All	
Hallows

Taking	church 1497 1497-10-04 Felony Also	escape	
from	gaol

On	4	Oct.	1497,	according	to	an	indictment	in	Hillary	term	1499,	Nicholas	Carpenter,	
Thomas	Morys,	Nicholas	Sare,	William	Markeham,	Thomas	Curteys,	and	John	
Burbridge,	who	had	all	been	imprisoned	in	Wallingford	castle	in	Berkshire,	escaped,	
through	the	negligence	of	the	gaolkeeper	Geoffrey	Halewell	(who	was	the	person	
indicted).	From	the	castle	they	ran	into	the	cemetery	of	the	church	of	All	Hallows,	just	
outside	the	castle.	Sare	had	been	accused	of	"felony."

TNA,	KB	9/419,	m.	50;	TNA,	
KB	27/964,	rex	m.	8d	

1358

1428 Sare Richard Somerset,	
Minehead

mariner M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1534 Amongst	the	state	papers	is	the	confession	of	Sare,	dated	1534,	identified	as	in	
sanctuary	at	Westminster;	he	had	been	acquitted	of	a	piracy	charge	at	Exeter,	and	
served	in	military	capacities	in	the	north	of	England,	at	Beaumaris	castle	in	Wales,	and	
at	sea	from	Brittany	to	the	Orkneys.	Not	clear	why	he	was	in	sanctuary.

TNA,	SP	1/82,	fol.	202	(L&P,	
7:106)

1262

1328 Saule William tailor M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 Debt In	the	1532	and	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	censuses,	Saule	was	named	as	having	
entered	for	debt.

TNA,	SP	1/70,	fol.	133;	SP	
1/238,	fols.	72-73

1162

947 Saunders William Buckinghamsh
ire,	Hanslope

yeoman M Church-taking,	
Hertfordshire,	
Tring

Taking	church
Abjuration

Dover 1521 1521-11-18 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	18	Nov.	1521	Saunders	took	the	parish	church	of	
Trint,	Herts.,	and	confessed	that	he,	William	Webbe,	and	Richard	Attherclyff	in	late	
January	1519,	on	the	king's	road	between	Bridgewater	and	Taunton,	Somerset,	
assaulted	a	clothier	whose	name	he	did	not	know,	and	feloniously	killed	him	and	
robbed	him	of	£52.	Also,	on	13	Nov.	1521,	in	a	field	near	Amersham,	he	assaulted	an	
unknown	man	and	stole	a	russet	cloak	and	2s	8d	in	money.	He	abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/488,	m.	86 845

264 Savage Anthony Worcestershir
e,	Hanley

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1518 1518-02-26 Homicide Accessory Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Anthony	Savage	sought	sanctuary	on	26	Feb.	
1518	because,	with	others,	at	Crossland,	Gloucs.,	he	was	present	when	the	servants	
of	John	Savage	the	younger,	knight	(see	ID	#	1650),	around	Easter	1516,	killed	John	
Pauncefote.	Anthony	Savage	was	presumably	related	to	the	two	Sir	John	Savages,	
although	it	is	unclear	how;	he	was	appealed	for	the	homicide	by	Pauncefote's	widow	
along	with	the	two	Sir	Johns	and	a	number	of	other	people.	His	relative	Sir	John	the	
younger	had	sought	sanctuary	much	earlier,	in	1516,	and	by	1518	he	was	in	the	
Tower	awaiting	trial.	In	1520,	the	king's	sister	Mary	wrote	to	Wolsey	reminding	the	
latter	that	he	had	promised	to	give	Anthony	Savage	(the	brother	of	one	of	her	ladies	
in	waiting)	a	pardon;	he	had,	she	said,	become	"so	impoverished	by	his	long	and	
painful	suit,	that	he	hath	not	whereby	to	live."	He	was	pardoned	for	his	role	in	the	
Pauncefote	homicide	on	6	May	1521.

SDSB,	80;	L&P,	3:203,	529;	
Ives,	"Crime,	Sanctuary,"	
296,	318;	McSheffrey,	SS,	
100
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1650 Savage John Worcestershir
e,	Hanley

knight M SJJ:	St.	John's	
Street

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1516 1516-05-10 Homicide According	to	at	least	sixty-seven	indictments	drawn	up	against	them,	Sir	John	Savage	
the	elder	and	Sir	John	Savage	the	younger,	father	and	son,	murdered	the	gentleman	
John	Pauncefote	on	31	Mar.	1516.	In	Trinity	term	1516,	the	younger	Savage	was	
brought	to	King’s	Bench	to	face	an	appeal	of	murder	brought	by	Pauncefote’s	widow	
Bridget.	He	pleaded	sanctuary,	indicating	that	on	10	May	1516	he	had	taken	
sanctuary	in	a	property	belonging	to	the	prior	of	St.	John	of	Jerusalem	in	St.	John’s	
Street	in	Clerkenwell,	in	a	house	leased	by	William	Hanley.	On	20	Jun.	1516	he	was	
seized	from	there,	taken	to	the	Tower,	and	from	there	to	King’s	Bench.	Savage	
presented	long	and	detailed	arguments	regarding	his	sanctuary	claim,	including	
several	precedents.	The	prior	of	SJJ,	Thomas	Docwra,	was	summoned	to	show	with	
documents	and	charters	the	property’s	sanctuary	privileges;	Docwra	appeared	in	
Michaelmas	1518,	but	requested	an	adjournment	as	his	case	was	too	complex	to	
present	then,	and	he	did	not	reappear.	By	early	1520	Pauncefote’s	widow	had	
dropped	her	case	and	Savage	then	dropped	his	sanctuary	plea	and	presented	a	
pardon	for	the	king’s	suit	of	homicide.	There	was	no	ruling	on	the	sanctuary	privilege	
of	the	house	in	St.	John’s	Street,	although	there	was	considerable	discussion	amongst	
the	justices	and	members	of	the	king’s	council	(in	the	presence	of	the	king)	recorded	
by	Caryll.	The	case	did	not	have	the	effect	of	extinguishing	sanctuary	claims	in	
general,	or	even	apparently	for	SJJ	properties	in	particular,	as	claimed	by	Ives	in	
"Crime,	Sanctuary."	See	also	the	1518	sanctuary	seeking	at	Durham	of	an	accessory,	
Anthony	Savage	(ID	#264).

Baker,	Caryll's	Reports,	704-
13	(incl.	transcript	of	KB	
27/1020,	plea	m.60);	Ives,	
"Crime,	Sanctuary,"	296-320;	
McSheffrey,	SS,	99-106

1431

682 Savage John Wiltshire,	
Salisbury

butcher M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1529 1529-03-15 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Savage	sought	sanctuary	on	15	Mar.	1529	for	
debt.

SDSB,	190 613

1209 Savage Thomas Yorkshire,	
Holme-on-
Spalding-Moor

yeoman M Ripon	
(abjuration	from	
York,	
Whitefriars)

Taking	church
Abjuration	to	
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1534 1534-07-01 Asportation Also	
appealed	on	
a	murder,	
but	not	
confessed	to	
coroner

Coroner's	inquest	in	the	city	of	York	on	14	Mar.	1534	over	the	body	of	Amery	Burdett.	
The	jurors	found	that	Thomas	Savage	(ID	#1209)	and	John	Colynson	(ID	#1208)	
murdered	him,	and	others	were	indicted	as	accessories.	Savage	and	Colynson	were	
said	to	flee	to	the	Carmelite	friars	(Whitefriars)	church	in	York.	Coroner's	
memorandum	dated	1	Jul.	1534	(three	and	a	half	months	later?)	stated	that	Colynson	
took	the	church	of	the	Carmelites	in	the	city	of	York.	He	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	
on	20	Jun.	1528	he	had	broken	into	a	close	and	stolen	a	horse,	the	same	crime,	and	
the	same	date	although	different	regnal	year,	as	in	the	confession	of	Thomas	Savage.	
Both	Savage	and	Colynson	abjured	and	chose	Ripon.	Both	were	appealed	of	the	
murder	of	Amery	Burdett	by	Burdett's	widow	Katherine,	although	she	did	not	follow	
through	on	the	prosecution.	Savage	and	Colynson	were	both	outlawed	on	20	Sept.	
1535.	

TNA,	KB	9/529,	mm.	187,	
194;	KB	29/167,	m.	23;	TNA,	
KB	29/168,	Outlawries;	38d

1062

1713 Savage William Kent,	
Sandwich

skinner M Church-taking,	
London,	St.	
Botulph	without	
Aldgate

Taking	church
Abjuration

Dover 1484 1484-09-23 Homicide Also	theft Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	23	Sept.	1484	Savage	took	the	parish	church	of	St.	
Botulph	without	Aldgate.	He	confessed	that	on	12	Apr.	1483	he	had	stolen	a	horse	at	
Winchester	from	John	Brande,	chapman,	and	killed	Brande.	He	abjured,	but	must	
have	been	subsequently	caught	in	the	realm,	as	the	memorandum	was	called	up	to	
KB	by	writ	dated	27	Nov.	1484,	and	a	note	on	the	indictment	indicates	he	was	
hanged.

TNA,	KB	9/951,	mm.	87-88 1496
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1134 Savell	alias	
Favell

Robert London	 capper M SJJ:	St.	John's	
Street

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1511 1511-07-25 Asportation Savell	appeared	at	gaol	delivery	at	Newgate	on	7	Nov.	1511,	and	when	asked	to	
respond	to	an	indictment	of	robbing	Richard	Holmes	at	Westminster	of	2s	8d	on	4	
Aug.	1511,	he	pleaded	sanctuary,	claiming	that	the	had	been	seized	from	a	house	on	
St.	John's	Street	in	the	tenure	of	the	Hospital	of	St.	John	of	Jerusalem	in	Clerkenwell.	
The	king's	attorney	responded	that	he	was	at	large	outside	sanctuary;	the	jury	found	
he	was	not	in	sanctuary	and	that	he	was	guilty	of	felony.	He	then	pleaded	clergy,	but	
the	king's	attorney	claimed	that	he	had	a	previous	felony	conviction,	and	so	he	was	
remanded	to	prison,	pleaded	clergy	again	on	his	next	appearance,	this	time	
successfully	(no	record	of	previous	felony	conviction	located),	and	delivered	to	the	
custody	of	the	ordinary.	This	was	in	fact	not	his	first	clergy	claim	--	he	had 	pleaded	
clergy,	apparently	unsuccessfully,	in	1502,	although	he	somehow	escaped	the	noose	
at	that	point.	Later,	in	1516,	he	was	indicted	again	for	robbery	along	with	Strand	
sanctuary-claimants	(ID	#1137,	1138,	1139),	and	on	that	occasion	he	was	finally	
sentenced	to	hang.

TNA,	KB	27/1005,	rex	m.	3d;	
KB	29/133,	m.	12d;	KB	
27/1018,	rex	m.	11;	KB	
29/147,	m.	38

1000

1188 Sawer John Sussex,	
Playden

carpenter M Beaulieu	
(abjuration	from	
Sussex,	
Newfield)	

Taking	church
Abjuration	to	
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1531 1531-11-30 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	30	Nov.	1531	Sawer	took	the	parish	church	of	
Newfield,	Sussex,	confessing	to	the	coroner	that	on	30	May	1529	he	had	murdered	
Thomas	Boode	in	Norfolk.	He	abjured	and	chose	the	sanctuary	of	"bello	loco"	
(Beaulieu),	Hants.

TNA,	KB	9/521,	m.	83;	KB	
29/165,	m.	25d

1045

877 Sawyer	alias	
Wolmer

George Surrey,	
Lingfield

husbandman
;	yeoman;	
sawyer

M Church-taking,	
Surrey,	
Southwark,	St.	
Mary	Overey

Abjuration
Taking	church

Southampt
on

1499 1499-02-21 Asportation A	series	of	records	of	proceedings	at	King's	Bench	show	that	Sawyer	took	the	church	
of	St.	Mary	Overey	in	Southwark	in	Feb.	1499	after	a	string	of	burglaries	and	
robberies	in	Kent	in	1498,	but	was	dragged	from	the	church	by	Thomas	Brabson	and	
Thomas	Dent.	His	plea	of	sanctuary	in	Easter	term	1500	at	King's	Bench	was	
successful	and	he	was	restored	to	St.	Mary	Overey.	He	abjured	from	there	on	27	June	
1500,	but	was	caught	in	the	realm	soon	after.	When	brought	back	to	King's	Bench	in	
Trinity	term	1500,	he	successfully	pleaded	clergy	and	was	put	into	custody	of	
archdeacon	of	Westminster.	In	1510,	another	record	indicates	that	he	escaped	from	
the	Westminster	"convict	house"	(the	prison	inside	the	Westminster	sanctuary	for	
clerks	attaint).

TNA,	KB	27/953,	m.4;	KB	
27/956,	rex	m.	2d;	KB	
29/130,	m.	27d,	29;	KB	
9/454,	m.	38

787

369 Saxton Robert Yorkshire,	
Tickhill

shoemaker M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1511 1511-03-24 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Saxton	sought	sanctuary	on	24	Mar.	1511	for	
homicide	of	a	certain	unknown	vagabond.

SDSB,	127 317

1764 Scarburgh William Hertfordshire,	
Ware

tailor M Church-taking,	
Hertfordshire,	
Ware	St.	Mary

Taking	church
Abjuration

Hull 1416 1416-09-10 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	10	Sept.	1416	two	men	of	Ware,	William	Scarburgh	
and	Edward	Taillour,	both	tailors,	fled	to	their	parish	church	and	confessed	to	the	
coroner	that	several	days	before	they	had	lain	in	wait	and	killed	John	Hoke	of	London	
just	outside	Ware.	Both	abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/994,	m.	35 1540

1751 Scayff Miles Yorkshire,	
Kirkby	
Malzeard

labourer M Church-taking,	
Yorkshire,	
Aberford

Taking	church
Abjuration

Kingston	
upon	Hull

1527 1527-02-14 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	at	Aberford,	Yorks.,	on	14	Feb.	1527	Scayff	took	the	
parish	church	there,	and	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	12	Feb.	1527	he	had	
broken	into	the	house	of	Robert	Gamyll	at	Wynhousez,	Yorks.,	and	stolen	a	horse.	
And	also	that	on	15	Jan.	1527	at	Nottingham	he	had	stolen	another	horse,	and	also	at	
Strafforth	in	the	township	of	Kirkby	Malzeard	on	16	Oct.	1526	he	had	broken	into	his	
own	father's	close	and	stolen	a	horse.	He	abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/973,	m.	78;	KB	
29/159,	m.	2d

1529

1703 Scharpharo
we

Robert Cumbria,	Little	
Corby

M Wetheral	Priory Chartered	
Sanctuary
Ambiguous

1501 1501-05-09 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	at	Little	Corby,	Cumbria,	9	May	1501,	over	the	body	of	Christopher	
Iveson.	Jurors	report	that	Scharpharowe	killed	him	and	then	fled	to	the	"liberties	of	
Wetheral	with	his	goods."	

TNA,	KB	9/423,	m.	8 1482

506 Schippyngall Thomas Yorkshire,	
Alverthorpe[?]

tailor M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1490 1490-06-20 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Schippyngall	sought	sanctuary	on	20	Jun.	
1490	for	the	homicide	of	Henry	Lecheman	in	the	parish	of	Althorp	[Alverthorpe?].

SDSB,	155 447
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542 Scolez William Yorkshire,	
Wakefield

weaver M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1484 1484-02-13 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Scolez	sought	sanctuary	on	13	Feb.	1484	for	
the	death	of	Thomas	Prokton	of	Featherstone,	Yorks.,	husbandman,	whom	he	killed	
on	30	Jan.	1484.

SDSB,	162 477

1845 Screvener Richard Essex,	West	
Horndon

labourer M Church-taking,	
Sussex,	
Saleshurst

Taking	church
Abjuration

Rye 1515 1515-01-14 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	at	Saleshurst	on	14	Jan.	1515,	Screvener	took	the	parish	
church	and	on	16	Jan.	1515	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	together	with	William	
Joynkelyn	of	Farningham,	Kent,	labourer,	he	had	on	30	Dec.	1514	assaulted	John	a	
Wodde	with	force	and	arms	at	West	Thurrock	in	Essex,	such	that	a	Wodde	despaired	
for	his	life,	and	additionally	he	stole	a	blue	tunic	worth	5s	and	other	goods	including	a	
sword,	shield,	and	dagger.	He	abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/469,	m	83 1612

392 Sederyngton William Yorkshire,	
Ecclesfield

butcher M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1514 1514-10-03 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Sederyngton	sought	sanctuary	on	3	Oct.	1514	
for	debt.

SDSB,	131 338

363 Sedyngton William Yorkshire,	
Flamborough

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1510 1510-10-28 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Sedyngton	sought	sanctuary	on	28	Oct.	1510	
for	debt.

SDSB,	125 311

487 Seil William Yorkshire,	
Wakefield

butcher M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1484 1484-07-29 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Seil	sought	sanctuary	on	29	Jul.	1483	and	
admitted	that	he	had	killed	John	Lake	of	Wakefield	on	25	July	1483.

SDSB,	151 429

1683 Selby Thomas London	 baker M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1538 Debt In	a	Chancery	bill,	John	Coventre	of	Westminster,	shoemaker,	complained	that	on	18	
May	1538	he	had	been	harrassed	by	James	Groce	of	Southampton	because	Richard	
Miller	and	Thomas	Selby,	who	had	been	indebted	to	Coventre	for	£50,	had	fled	and	
taken	sanctuary	at	Beverley.	(Neither	is	in	Beverley	sanctuary	register.)

TNA,	C	1/967/55 1464

1479 Selby William M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1538 Debt According	to	Westminster	Abbey's	rental	record	for	St.	Martin	le	Grand,	the	abbot	
leased	a	chamber	in	the	late	1530s	to	"William	Selbe,	seyntory	man,"	who	from	other	
records	appears	to	have	been	a	debtor.	By	the	1540s,	Selby	had	become	an	assistant	
to	the	constable	in	the	precinct	according	to	some	Chancery	records.

"1538-40	Rental,"	Kempe,	
Historical	Notices,	207;	L&P,	
17:393;	Will	of	Hugh	Payne,	
24	Aug.	1542	(probated	26	
June	1543),	PCC	11/29,	fols.	
173r-174r;	TNA,	C	1/888/11;	
C	1/946/26,	C	1/965/24-25;	
McSheffrey,	SS,	121

1306

705 Seman Thomas Norfolk,	Great	
Yarmouth

butcher M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1519 1519-04-11 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Seman	sought	sanctuary	on	11	Apr.	1519	for	
debt.

SDSB,	196 636

459 Semay John Yorkshire,	
Storthwaite

yeoman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1499 1499-04-05 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Semay	sought	sanctuary	at	Beverley	on	5	
Apr.	1499,	admitting	that	he	had	killed	Richard	Semay	at	Storthwaite.

SDSB,	146 404

629 Senexer Thomas Yorkshire,	
Holme-on-
Spalding-Moor

yeoman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1523 1523-08-03 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Senexer	sought	sanctuary	on	3	Aug.	1523	for	
debt.

SDSB,	179 560

966 Senyour John Suffolk,	
Covehithe

smith M Church-taking,	
Suffolk,	
Gorleston

Taking	church
Abjuration

Lynn 1525 1525-12-26 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	at	Gorleston,	Suffolk,	on	27	Dec.	1525,	over	the	body	of	Richard	
Adam	of	Great	Yarmouth,	shoemaker.	The	jurors	reported	that	on	26	Dec.	in	the	
garden	of	John	Corneys,	Adam	was	in	God's	peace	and	the	king's	when	around	5	pm	
John	Senyour	attacked	him	with	a	knife	and	killed	him.	Immediately	afterwards,	
Senyour	fled	to	the	church	of	St.	Andrew	in	Gorleston.	The	same	bill	also	records	his	
cconfession,	indicating	that	he	abjured	and	that	"letters	of	passage"	were	issued	to	
him	by	the	coroner.

TNA,	KB	9/501/1,	m.	50 864
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913 Sevier Ralph Hampshire,	
Winchester

butcher M Church-taking,	
Hampshire,	
Michildever,	St.	
Mary

Taking	church
Abjuration

Poole 1520 1520-07-20 Homicide Also	burglary Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	20	Jul.	1520	Sevier	took	the	parish	church	of	St.	Mary	
in	Micheldever,	Hants.	He	called	for	the	coroner,	and	confessed	to	him	that	together	
with	Henry	Davys	and	Thomas	Wellys	of	Westminster	on	14	Jul.	1520	at	North	
Stoneham	he	had	broken	into	the	house	and	close	of	Nicholas	Weste,	husbandman,	
and	stolen	money	and	clothes	from	a	chest	in	the	house.	He	also,	with	the	same	two	
men,	attacked	a	man	with	a	dagger	as	he	rode	on	the	high	road	between	Chelmsford	
and	Burnwood	in	Essex,	murdering	him	and	stealing	£30	from	him.	He	abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/484,	m.	60 818

85 Seyll Richard Yorkshire,	
Askrigg

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1500 1500-12-19 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Seyll	sought	sanctuary	on	19	Dec.	1500	
because	on	25	Nov.	1500,	at	the	outskirts	of	the	town	of	Askrigg,	Yorkshire,	he	had	
feloniously	hit	Thomas	Layfett	on	the	head	with	a	club,	from	which	blow	Layfett	died	
about	ten	days	later.	

SDSB,	33-34 76

1480 Seyntbarbe **** M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1497 Treason In	an	inquiry	regarding	the	bounds	of	St.	Martin	le	Grand	sanctuary	undertaken	in	the	
mid-1530s,	witness	William	Mathew	testified	that	Seyntbarbe,	a	retainer	of	Lord	
Audley,	one	of	the	leaders	of	Perkin	Warbeck’s	rebellion	in	1497,	fled	to	St.	Martin’s	
following	the	defeat	of	the	rebels;	he	remained	in	sanctuary	for	many	years.

TNA,	STAC	2/20/323,	mm.	19-
23;	McSheffrey,	SS,	49,	133

1307

1263 Seyve Elizabeth London	 F SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1470 1470-02-26 Perjury In	testimony	at	the	London	Consistory	court	in	a	marriage	case,	Seyve	was	reported	
on	about	26	Feb.	1470	to	have	gone	into	sanctuary	at	St.	Martin's	in	context	of	
allegations	of	suborning	perjury	in	her	suit.	She	must	have	subsequently	come	out	of	
sanctuary,	as	she	was	examined	on	20	Mar.	1470	(fols.	54v-55r).

LMA,	DL/C/0205,	fol.	59r 1106

552 Shalkok William Yorkshire,	
Ledston

cartwright M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1482 1482-03-24 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Shalkok	sought	sanctuary	on	24	Mar.	1482	
for	the	death	of	William	Fentonman	of	Ledston,	husbandman,	killed	by	him	on	24	
Feb.	1482.

SDSB,	165 487

148 Sharparow John Northumberla
nd,	Newcastle	
upon	Tyne

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1507 1507-06-09 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Sharparow	sought	sanctuary	on	9	Jun.	1507	
because	after	Edward	Gallon	also	of	Newcastle	attacked	him,	he	stabbed	Gallon	in	the	
neck	with	a	dagger,	giving	him	a	wound	from	which	he	died	the	next	day.	This	could	
be	the	same	man	as	1502	Durham	sanctuary-seeker	John	Sherparow,	ID	#92,	
although	the	latter	was	from	Crosby,	Yorkshire.

SDSB,	48 117

1541 Sharpcliff John Staffordshire,	
Lichfield

tallowchandl
er

M Church-taking,	
Staffordshire,	
Lichfield,	
Greyfriars

Taking	church
Ambiguous

1496 1496-04-27 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	27	Apr.	1496	at	Alrewas,	Staffs.,	over	the	body	of	John	Hunt.	Jurors	
say	that	Edward	Pury,	Thomas	Harper,	John	Harper,	William	Harper,	Robert	Halpeny,	
John	Sharpcliff,	and	Robert	Pewterer	(servant	of	Nicholas	Cokkes	of	Lichfield,	
pewterer),	had	on	25	Apr.	1496	lain	in	wait	near	Hunt's	house	and	feloniously	
murdered	him.	After	the	felony	they	fled	to	the	Franciscan	friary	in	Lichfield.	It	is	
unclear	if	they	mean	to	take	church	prior	to	abjuration,	or	if	they	sought	permanent	
asylum	at	the	friary.	A	note	on	the	report	indicates	that	the	record	was	handed	up	to	
Westminster	in	Michaelmas	1496.	The	King's	Bench	controlment	roll	indicates	that	all	
the	men	were	outlawed	in	Michaelmas	term	1497,	so	it	appears	that	in	any	case	they	
escaped	prosecution.

TNA,	KB	9/410,	m.	90;	KB	
29/127,	m.	1

1352

972 Shawe Thomas Norfolk,	
Walsingham;	
also	of	Kent,	
Hythe

butcher M Church-taking,	
Hertfordshire,	
Hertford	All	
Saints

Taking	church
Abjuration

Rye 1525 1525-11-26 Homicide Also	burglary Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	26	Nov.	1525	Shawe	took	the	church	of	All	Saints	in	
Hertford.	He	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	6	May	1525	at	a	place	called	"Lonfield"	
in	the	parish	of	Barsham,	Norfolk,	he	and	Thomas	Laurens	of	Walsingham,	Norfolk,	
butcher,	assaulted	John	Robyns	and	killed	him.	In	addition	on	25	Sept.	1525	at	
Ashford,	Kent,	he	had	broken	into	the	close	of	an	unknown	man	and	stolen	a	gelding	
with	a	saddle,	bridle,	and	gown	[NB,	this	last	crime	also	confessed	by	Nicholas	
Skryvener,	ID	#	967].	He	abjured.	Note	that	Shawe	was	one	of	seven	men,	including	
Skryvener,	who	took	sanctuary	in	Hertford	parish	churches	on	the	same	day,	each	of	
whom	had	been	involved	in	different	felonies	(with	the	exception	of	the	horse	theft	
to	which	both	Shawe	and	Skryvener	confessed),	suggesting	that	they	had	all	broken	
out	of	a	gaol	(Hertford	Castle?)	while	awaiting	trial.

TNA,	KB	9/501/1,	m.	91	 870
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1472 Shenyfeld John M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1424 Debt At	the	court	of	Common	Pleas	in	Easter	term	1429,	John	Shenyfeld,	his	wife	Joyce	
Shenyfeld,	and	Rose	Barnet,	widow	of	Thomas	Barnet,	failed	to	respond	to	a	suit	over	
a	debt	of	£310;	the	sheriffs	of	London	reported	that	the	three	could	not	be	taken	
because	they	were	in	the	sanctuary	of	St.	Martin	le	Grand,	a	privileged	place.	The	
sheriffs	reported	that	they	had	called	out	five	times	at	the	gates	of	the	precinct,	as	
provided	in	the	statute	[2	Ric.	II,	stat.	2	c.	3].	SMLG's	dean	Richard	Caudray	cited	this	
case	in	his	Register	in	1440	as	proof	of	St.	Martin's	privileges	as	a	sanctuary.

TNA,	CP	40/653,	rot.	104;	CP	
40/673,	rot.	282d;	WAM,	
Book	5,	fol.	39r

1301

1473 Shenyfeld Joyce F SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1424 Debt At	the	court	of	Common	Pleas	in	Easter	term	1429,	John	Shenyfeld,	his	wife	Joyce	
Shenyfeld,	and	Rose	Barnet,	widow	of	Thomas	Barnet,	failed	to	respond	to	a	suit	over	
a	debt	of	£310;	the	sheriffs	of	London	reported	that	the	three	could	not	be	taken	
because	they	were	in	the	sanctuary	of	St.	Martin	le	Grand,	a	privileged	place.	The	
sheriffs	reported	that	they	had	called	out	five	times	at	the	gates	of	the	precinct,	as	
provided	in	the	statute	[2	Ric.	II,	stat.	2	c.	3].	SMLG's	dean	Richard	Caudray	cited	this	
case	in	his	Register	in	1440	as	proof	of	St.	Martin's	privileges	as	a	sanctuary.

TNA,	CP	40/653,	rot.	104;	CP	
40/673,	rot.	282d;	WAM,	
Book	5,	fol.	39r

1301

742 Shepman Henry London	 pinner M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 1533-08-19 Felony Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Shepman	sought	sanctuary	on	19	Aug.	1533	
for	felony.

SDSB,	203 671

551 Sher William Lancashire,	
Warton

labourer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1481 1481-11-26 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Sher	sought	sanctuary	on	26	Nov.	1481	for	
the	death	of	John	Thomson	of	Warton,	labourer,	whom	he	killed	on	25	Nov.	1479.

SDSB,	164 486

92 Sherparow John Yorkshire,	
Holm-end,	
Crosby

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1502 1502-12-24 Homicide False	
accusation

Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Sherparow	sought	sanctuary	because	his	
relative	Robert	Sherparow,	of	Little	Corby,	Carlisle,	struck	a	certain	Christopher	
Veson,	also	of	Little	Corby,	perforating	his	chest	with	a	lance	in	the	town	of	Corby	in	
early	May	1501.	Veson	died	from	the	blow.	And	because	John	Sherparow	feared	that	
he	would	be	indicted	and	prosecuted	by	royal	officials	for	Veson's	death,	even	though	
he	was	not	involved,	he	sought	sanctuary.

SDSB,	36 83

641 Shore Walter Yorkshire,	
Barmby	Moor

cooper M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1524 1524-04-25 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Shore	sought	sanctuary	on	25	Apr.	1524	for	
debt.

SDSB,	182 572

156 Shotton Ralph Yorkshire,	
Brompton,	[or	
Usworth,	Co.	
Durham?]

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1507 1507-11-29 Ravishment Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Shotton	sought	sanctuary	on	29	Nov.	1507	
because	about	13	Oct.	1507	at	Brompton	near	Southallerton,	Yorks.,	he	ravished	
[rapuit]	Alice	Colson,	against	her	and	her	parents'	will,	and	took	her	to	a	town	called	
Usworth	in	Durham	diocese.

SDSB,	50 124

102 Skafe Robert Ripon,	Yorks. M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1504 1504-02-05 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Robert	Skafe	sought	sanctuary	on	5	Feb.	1504	
because	with	Ralph	Blesdell,	his	accessory,	on	15	Jan.	1504	he	had	assaulted	Reginald	
Midilton	on	the	king's	road	in	Ripon.	He	struck	Reginald	on	the	thigh	with	a	sword,	
killing	him.	Ralph	Blesdell	also	sought	sanctuary	because	he	was	present	when	Skafe	
killed	Midilton.

SDSB,	39;	Fowler,	"Sanctuary	
Records,"	313

92

1597 Skathlok Edmund Yorkshire,	
Ripon

M Ripon Chartered	
Sanctuary

1458 The	acts	of	the	collegiate	chapter	at	Ripon	cited	six	sanctuary	men	--	Thomas	Plumer,	
Robert	Morton	alias	Herryson,	Edmund	Skathlok,	John	Skathlok,	Henry	Jonson,	and	
William	Topshawe	--	to	explain	why	they	should	not	be	punished	for	perjury	
(presumably	because	they	broke	their	sanctuary	oath),	because	they	had	not	
participated	in	the	Rogation	processions	as	they	were	bound	to	do.	Morton	explained	
that	he	did	not	dare	to	come	out	of	his	house	"because	of	fear	of	creditors	and	the	
pain	of	imprisonment,"	but	the	chapter	did	not	accept	this	explanation	because	"on	
those	days	all	are	immune	from	vexation."	They	were	given	as	penance	four	
whippings	before	the	procession	on	holy	days.	John	Skathlok	was	pardoned	because	
he	was	"old	and	mentally	infirm."

Fowler,	Acts	of	Chapter	of	
Ripon,	72-73

1383
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1598 Skathlok John Yorkshire,	
Ripon

M Ripon Chartered	
Sanctuary

1458 The	acts	of	the	collegiate	chapter	at	Ripon	cited	six	sanctuary	men	--	Thomas	Plumer,	
Robert	Morton	alias	Herryson,	Edmund	Skathlok,	John	Skathlok,	Henry	Jonson,	and	
William	Topshawe	--	to	explain	why	they	should	not	be	punished	for	perjury	
(presumably	because	they	broke	their	sanctuary	oath),	because	they	had	not	
participated	in	the	Rogation	processions	as	they	were	bound	to	do.	Morton	explained	
that	he	did	not	dare	to	come	out	of	his	house	"because	of	fear	of	creditors	and	the	
pain	of	imprisonment,"	but	the	chapter	did	not	accept	this	explanation	because	"on	
those	days	all	are	immune	from	vexation."	They	were	given	as	penance	four	
whippings	before	the	procession	on	holy	days.	John	Skathlok	was	pardoned	because	
he	was	"old	and	mentally	infirm."

Fowler,	Acts	of	Chapter	of	
Ripon,	72-73

1383

1591 Skelton John poet M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1518 The	poet	John	Skelton	was	named	(as	"the	Laureate")	in	the	Westminster	Abbey	
Register	Book	as	leasing	a	property	in	the	sanctuary	precinct	at	Westminster	(in	an	
entry	dated	8	Aug.	1518).	It	is	traditionally	assumed	that	Skelton	was	resident	there	
either	to	allow	him	to	criticize	Cardinal	Wolsey	openly	without	fear	of	reprisal	(highly	
unlikely,	in	my	opinion	--	there	is	no	sign	sanctuary	was	used	in	that	fashion),	or	for	
debt	(much	more	likely);	but	there	is	no	clear	evidence	that	I	have	found	that	he	was	
privileged,	as	opposed	to	his	simply	sub-letting	a	house	within	the	precinct.

WAM,	Westminster	Abbey	
Register	Book	II,	1509-36	
(typescript	calendar),	fols.	
146rv;	Greg	Walker,	John	
Skelton	and	the	Politics	of	
the	1520s	(Cambridge:	
Cambridge	University	Press,	
1988),	88,	99

1379

1545 Skelton William Huntingdonshi
re,	Sawtry

tailor M Huntingdonshire
,	Sawtry	Abbey

Taking	church
Ambiguous

1497 1497-05-10 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	report	28	Sept.	1497,	at	Abbots	Gidding,	Leytonstone,	
Huntingdonshire,	over	the	body	of	William	Skelton	of	Sawtry,	Hunts.	Jurors	say	that	
on	10	May	1497	Tayllour	assaulted	William	and	gave	him	a	mortal	wound	from	which	
he	died	immediately,	and	that	afterwards	Alexander	fled	to	the	sanctuary	of	Sawtry.	
[This	presumably	means	the	Cistercian	Abbey	of	Sawtry;	VCH	Hunts.,	1:391-92;	
http://www.british-history.ac.uk/report.aspx?compid=38146.]	It	is	unclear	both	
whether	Tayllour	sought	permanent	or	temporary	sanctuary	at	the	abbey,	and	why	
the	coroner's	inquest	was	delayed	for	over	four	months.

TNA,	KB	9/416,	m.	59 1355

1008 Skelton	alias	
Marcus

John Kent,	
Sandhurst

tanner,	
yeoman

M Church-taking,	
Middlesex,	
Westminster,	St.	
Giles	in	the	
Fields

Taking	church
Abjuration

1528 1528-05-06 Felony Also	escape	
from	gaol

In	a	Middlesex	indictment	the	jurors	presented	that	Ralph	Marten	of	the	parish	of	St.	
Giles	in	the	Fields,	yeoman,	had	taken	into	his	custody	on	6	May	1528	a	certain	John	
Skelton	of	Sandershe,	Kent,	tanner,	alias	John	Marcus	of	Brasted,	Kent,	yeoman,	on	
suspicion	of	felony.	Transporting	him	from	Chelsea	to	St.	Giles,	Skelton	escaped	into	
the	parish	church	of	St.	Giles	and	claimed	sanctuary.	He	then	abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/508,	m.	68 907

1273 Skotte John Middlesex,	
Westminster

yeoman M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1494 1494-02-04 Treason Five	men	—	Thomas	Bagnall,	John	Heth,	John	Skotte,	John	Kenyngton,	and	Alexander	
Synger	—	were	accused	before	an	oyer	and	terminer	session	22	Feb.	1495	of	using	
the	sanctuary	of	St.	Martin	le	Grand	as	a	base	from	which	to	write	and	disseminate	
treasonous	bills	in	support	of	Perkin	Warbeck	and	against	the	king.	Although	Synger's	
name	drops	from	the	record	(perhaps	dying	in	prison),	the	other	four	were	brought	
before	King’s	Bench.	Heth,	Skotte,	and	Kenyngton	pleaded	not	guilty,	but	were	found	
guilty	and	sentenced	to	a	traitor’s	death.	Bagnall,	on	the	other	hand,	pleaded	
sanctuary,	apparently	successfully.

TNA,	KB	9/78,	mm.	8-9,	19,	
20-21;	KB	27/931,	rex	m.	6;	
KB	15/42,	fols.	73r-75r;	
Great	Chronicle	of	London,	
250;	McSheffrey,	SS,	49
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967 Skryvener Nicholas Kent,	Ashford butcher M Church-taking,	
Hertfordshire,	
Hertford	All	
Saints

Taking	church
Abjuration

Harwich 1525 1525-11-26 Asportation Also	burglary Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	26	Nov.	1525	Skryvener	took	the	church	of	All	Saints	
in	Hertford.	He	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	5	Sept.	1524	he	and	others	had	
assaulted	an	unknown	man	in	a	certain	wood	near	the	king's	road	in	Harleston,	Lincs.,	
killing	him	and	stealing	his	gown,	sword,	shield,	and	money.	In	addition,	on	25	Sept.	
1525	he	broke	into	John	Carter's	close	at	Ashford,	Kent,	and	stole	a	gelding	with	
saddle	and	bridle,	and	a	gown	(NB:	Thomas	Shawe,	ID	#972,	also	confessed	to	this	
same	crime).	He	abjured.	Note	that	Skryvener	was	one	of	seven	men	who	took	
sanctuary	in	Hertford	parish	churches	on	the	same	day,	each	of	whom	had	been	
involved	in	different	felonies	(with	the	exception	of	the	horse	theft	to	which	both	
Skryvener	and	Shawe	confessed),	suggesting	that	they	had	all	broken	out	of	a	gaol	
(Hertford	Castle?)	while	awaiting	trial.

TNA,	KB	9/501/1,	m.	86 865

303 Skynnylby Hugh Lincolnshire,	
Canysburgh[?]

butcher M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1510 1510-12-24 Felony Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Skynnylby	sought	sanctuary	on	24	Dec.	1510	
for	felony.

SDSB,	113 251

191 Slake Henry London[?] M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1512 1512-05-02 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Slake	sought	sanctuary	on	2	May	1512	
because	at	Shoreditch	near	London,	in	early	May	twenty-six	years	before	(c.	1486),	he	
had	lethally	struck	a	certain	stranger	with	a	pikestaff,	killing	him.	

SDSB,	61 157

602 Smalpage John Yorkshire,	
Wakefield

dyer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1517 1517-08-25 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Smalpage	sought	sanctuary	on	25	Aug.	1517	
for	debt.

SDSB,	174 534

93 Smertwhet William Yorkshire,	
Masham

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1503 1503-01-15 Homicide Self-defence Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Smertwhet	sought	sanctuary	on	15	Jan.	1503	
because	a	week	before,	on	8	Jan.,	he	and	his	father	had	been	attacked	by	Edward	
Yngram,	Richard	Yngram,	and	John	Yngram,	brothers,	and	George	Horsman,	on	a	
highway	next	to	the	church	in	Masham.	In	his	own	defence,	he	struck	John	Yngram	in	
the	chest	with	a	baselard,	from	which	Yngram	died	the	following	day.

SDSB,	37 84

190 Smeton	alias	
Shaw

John Yorkshire,	
Bowes

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1512 1512-03-22 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Smeton	sought	sanctuary	on	22	Mar.	1512	
because	on	the	previous	28	Feb.,	at	Bowes,	he	had	struck	Richard	Cooke	on	the	head	
with	a	pikestaff,	killing	him.	

SDSB,	61 156

1856 Smith Geoffrey London yeoman M Church-taking,	
Surrey,	
Southwark,	St.	
George

Taking	church
Abjuration

Dover 1461 Homicide Spelman	reported	that	in	the	first	year	of	Edward	IV's	reign	(1461-62)	Smith	took	the	
church	of	St.	George's	in	Southwark	and	confessed	a	murder	to	coroner	"RS";	he	
abjured.	Could	possibly	be	the	same	as	Geoffrey	Gwynnyth	(seeker	#846),	also	a	
yeoman	of	London	who	abjured	before	coroner	Richard	Skynner	from	St.	George's,	
but	in	1481.

Baker,	Spelman's	Reports,	
1:53

1623

1258 Smyth Adam London	 brewer M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1425 Debt The	London	Plea	and	Memoranda	Roll	records	the	release	of	apprentice	John	
Qwyntyn	from	his	contract	with	Adam	Smyth,	brewer,	because	Smyth	had	withdrawn	
to	sanctuary	at	St.	Martin	le	Grand,	and	had	not	instructed	or	provided	for	him.	Debt	
as	the	reason	for	Smyth's	sanctuary	is	surmised	from	context.

CPMR,	4:203 1101

484 Smyth Alexander Surrey,	
Kingston	upon	
Thames

yeoman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1488 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Smyth	sought	sanctuary	in	1488,	
acknowledging	the	homicide	of	John	Barbour	of	Ellington	in	Middlesex,	with	a	
"baslardo,"	around	24	Jun.	1485	at	Islington,	Middlesex.

SDSB,	151 426

1187 Smyth Clemence Sussex,	
Broadwater

spinster F Beaulieu	
(abjuration	from	
Sussex,	
Broadwater,	
Assumption	of	
the	Virgin	Mary)

Taking	church
Abjuration	to	
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 1532-05-18 Homicide Infanticide Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	18	May	1532,	at	the	church	of	the	Assumption	of	the	
Virgin	at	Broadwater,	Sussex,	Clemence	Smyth	took	sanctuary.	She	admitted	that	she	
had	been	a	thief	and	a	felon,	because	on	30	Apr.	1532	she	had	given	birth	to	a	certain	
"orphan,"	a	girl	child,	at	Broadwater,	in	a	certain	secret	place	called	Calowesgarden,	
around	noon,	and	then	she	crushed	the	infant	under	her	feet	and	killed	and	murdered	
it.	She	refuses	to	come	before	the	justices,	and	so	sought	to	abjure,	choosing	the	
sanctuary	of	Beaulieu.	She	was	branded	and	then	put	in	to	the	custody	of	the	
constable	of	the	hundred	of	Byrtford	to	lead	her	to	Beaulieu.

TNA,	KB	9/521,	m.	82;	KB	
29/165,	m.	25d

1044
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784 Smyth John Middlesex,	
Colham

M Church-taking,	
Middlesex,	
Cowley

Taking	church
Abjuration

Bristol 1400 1400-11-08 Felony Also	escape	
from	gaol

Coroner's	memorandum	at	Cowley,	Middlesex,	8	Nov.	1400,	that	after	having	been	
arrested	by	villagers	of	Cowley	and	imprisoned,	Smyth	escaped	and	fled	to	the	parish	
church.	He	confessed	several	felonies	to	the	coroner,	abjured,	and	was	assigned	the	
port	of	Bristol,	but	a	note	on	the	memorandum	indicates	he	was	hanged	and	thus	he	
must	have	been	caught	in	the	realm	afterwards.

TNA,	KB	9/185/2,	m.	4 711

880 Smyth John Somerset,	
Wulwade[?]

weaver M Church-taking,	
Somerset,	
Temple	Cloud,	
St.	John	the	
Baptist[?];	SJJ?

Taking	church 1509 1509-07-23 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	report	at	Wulwade	[?],	Somerset,	12	July	1509	over	the	body	of	
Richard	Bayn.	Jurors	reported	that	John	Smyth	attacked	Bayn,	and	struck	him	on	the	
back	of	the	head	with	a	staff,	killing	him	immediately.	Afterwards	he	fled	to	the	parish	
church	of	St.	John	the	Baptist	at	Temple	Cloud,	Somerset	[although	the	parish	church	
at	Temple	Cloud	is	dedicated	to	St.	Barnabas;	possibly	there	was	Hospitaller	property	
there,	given	the	apparent	Templar	association,	but	I	have	not	found	such	a	
connection].	The	King's	Bench	controlment	roll	indicates	that	Smyth	was	outlawed	on	
1	Oct.	1515.

TNA,	KB	9/455,	m.	116;	KB	
29/142,	m.	19d

790

595 Smyth John London	 grocer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1517 1517-04-08 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	John	Smyth,	identified	as	grocer	and	
"alder<...>,"	and	another	John	Smyth,	pouchmaker,	sought	sanctuary	on	8	Apr.	1517	
for	debt.	There	was	no	London	alderman	named	John	Smyth	c.	1517.

SDSB,	173 528

596 Smyth John London	 pouchmaker M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1517 1517-04-08 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	John	Smyth,	identified	as	grocer	and	
"alder<man>,"	and	another	John	Smyth,	pouchmaker,	sought	sanctuary	on	8	Apr.	
1517	for	debt.

SDSB,	173 528

241 Smyth John Northumberla
nd,	Stanton,	
Longhorsley

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1517 1517-06-07 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	John	and	Robert	Smyth	sought	sanctuary	on	7	
Jun.	1517	because	on	4	Jun.	1517	John	Smyth,	following	an	assault	on	him,	struck	in	
his	own	defence	a	certain	William	Lawson	of	Stanton	with	a	dagger	in	the	right	arm,	
and	Robert,	as	an	accessory,	also	struck	Lawson	but	did	not	wound	him.	Lawson	died	
two	days	later.

SDSB,	75-76 202

1744 Smyth John Staffordshire,	
Ryddesley	
[Rugeley?]

mercer M Church-taking,	
Hertfordshire,	
Hertford	St.	
Mary

Taking	church
Abjuration

Plymouth 1526 1526-11-23 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	on	23	Nov.	1526	at	Hertford,	that	Smyth	took	the	cemetery	
of	the	parish	church	of	St.	Mary	by	Hertford	priory.	Confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	
16	Oct.	1526	he	had	assaulted	an	unknown	man	at	Newport	Ponde	in	Essex,	on	the	
high	road,	and	robbed	him	of	42s	worth	of	goods	and	money.	He	abjured	and	was	
assigned	Plymouth.	Smyth	was	part	of	a	group	of	nine	men	who	sought	churches	in	
Hertford	and	abjured,	all	on	the	same	day,	23	Nov.	1526;	they	came	from	different	
parts	of	England;	they	confessed	to	different	felonies;	and	they	were	all	assigned	
different	ports.	Eight	sought	St.	Mary's	parish	church	in	Hertford,	one	the	parish	
church	of	All	Hallows.	It	is	most	likely	they	had	all	broken	out	of	a	prison	together,	
perhaps	at	Hertford	castle.

TNA,	KB	9/973,	m.	61;	KB	
29/159,	m.	2d

1522

725 Smyth Ralph Northumberla
nd,	Newburn

yeoman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1531 1531-07-31 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Smyth	sought	sanctuary	on	31	Jul.	1531	for	
debt.

SDSB,	199 654

851 Smyth Richard Middlesex,	
Southall

husbandman M Church-taking,	
Middlesex,	
Southall

Taking	church 1487 1487-01-28 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	at	Norwood,	Middlesex,	over	the	body	of	John	Cole	Jr.	of	Great	
Greenford,	on	28	Jan.	1487.	Jurors	say	that	Cole	was	killed	by	Smyth	and	that	
immediately	after	he	fled	to	the	parish	church	of	Southall,	taking	his	hedging	bill,	the	
murder	weapon,	with	him.	A	writ	dated	1	Feb.	1487	called	the	record	up	to	King's	
Bench;	neither	record	mentions	an	abjuration.

TNA,	KB	9/372,	mm.	4-5 763
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383 Smyth Richard Yorkshire,	
Knapton

labourer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1512 1512-05-10 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Smyth	sought	sanctuary	on	10	May	1512	for	
the	homicide	of	a	certain	miller	at	Sherburn	[in	Elmet,	Yorkshire].

SDSB,	129-30 330

925 Smyth Richard Northamptons
hire,	King's	
Cliffe

smith M Church-taking,	
Northamptonshi
re,	King's	Cliffe

Taking	church
Abjuration

Dover 1517 1517-04-20 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	at	King's	Cliffe,	Northants.,	on	20	Apr.	1517	that	Smyth	fled	
to	the	church	there.	He	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	18	Apr.	1517	he	had	stolen	a	
bay-coloured	horse	worth	20s.	from	John	Smyth.	He	abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/474,	m.	36 823

242 Smyth Robert Northumberla
nd,	Stanton,	
Longhorsley

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1517 1517-06-07 Homicide Accessory Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	John	and	Robert	Smyth	sought	sanctuary	on	7	
Jun.	1517	because	on	4	Jun.	1517	John	Smyth,	following	an	assault	on	him,	struck	in	
his	own	defence	a	certain	William	Lawson	of	Stanton	with	a	dagger	in	the	right	arm,	
and	Robert,	as	an	accessory,	also	struck	Lawson	but	did	not	wound	him.	Lawson	died	
two	days	later.

SDSB,	75-76 202

655 Smyth Robert Yorkshire,	
Anlaby

husbandman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1525 1525-01-28 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Smyth	sought	sanctuary	on	28	Jan.	1525	for	
the	murder	of	Robert	Ekopp	alias	Hikkopp.

SDSB,	185 586

1194 Smyth Thomas Hertfordshire,	
Hendon

labourer M Westminster		
Abbey	
(abjuration	from	
Hertfordshire,	
Ashwell	St.	Mary	

Taking	church
Abjuration	to	
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 1533-01-08 Asportation Also	escape	
from	gaol

Coroner's	memorandum	that	Smyth	took	the	church	of	St.	Mary	at	Ashwell,	Herts.,	on	
8	Jan.	1533,	confessing	that	on	4	Jan.	he	had	broken	into	the	close	of	John	Nele	at	
Hendon	and	stolen	a	horse.	On	7	Jan.	he	was	arrested	at	Ashwell	for	the	theft	and	put	
into	the	stocks,	but	because	of	the	negligence	of	Henry	Bygrave,	who	had	arrested	
him,	he	escaped,	and	he	fled	into	the	sanctuary	as	above.	He	abjured,	was	branded,	
and	chose	Westminster.

TNA,	KB	9/523,	m.	51;	KB	
29/166,	m.	2d

1050

747 Smyth Thomas Norfolk,	
Saxthorpe

butcher M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1534 1534-10-10 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Smyth	sought	sanctuary	on	10	Oct.	1534	for	
debt.

SDSB,	204 676

1495 Smyth William Hertfordshire,	
St.	Albans

currier	
(leather-
dresser)

M Church-taking,	
Kent,	
Canterbury,	St.	
Andrew

Taking	church
Abjuration

Sandwich 1426 1426-07-19 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	19	July	1426	at	Canterbury	William	Smyth	took	
church	at	St.	Andrew's,	Canterbury,	as	a	servant	of	a	sheriff	of	Kent	tried	to	arrest	
him.	He	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	9	May	1401	--	25	years	before	--	at	
"Wentebregge"	near	Pontefract,	Yorks.,	he	had	killed	a	certain	John	Robert.	He	
abjured.	A	bill	from	William	Cook	of	London	submitted	to	King's	Bench	alleged	that	he	
had	given	a	"bailiff	errant"	3s	8d	to	arrest	Smyth	and	Smyth's	wife	Alice	on	a	debt	
case,	but	that	Cook	negligently	allowed	Smyth	to	take	sanctuary	and	abjure,	and	
refused	to	arrest	Alice.	As	Smyth	could	not	abjure	for	debt,	Freeman	suggests	that	he	
brought	up	(maybe	even	invented?)	an	old	felony	for	the	sake	of	an	abjuration.	

TNA,	KB	9/224,	m.	255;	KB	
9/937,	m.	54;	Freeman,	"And	
He	Abjured,"	295

1317

45 Smyth William Yorkshire,	
Smeaton

labourer,	
servant	of	
Roger	
Vincent

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1490 1490-11-27 Homicide Defence	of	
employer

Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Smyth	sought	sanctuary	on	27	Nov.	1490	
because	on	the	previous	23	Sept.	in	the	town	of	Smeaton	he	had	struck	George	Looge	
in	the	head	with	a	"Carlisle	axe,"	acting	in	defence	of	his	master,	Roger	Vincent,	who	
was	then	being	pursued	by	his	enemies.	Looge	soon	after	died.	

SDSB,	17 40

1463 Smyth William Yorkshire,	
Pontefract

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1509 1509-10-24 Beverley	sanctuary	register	[as	corrected	by	Thornley]	records	that	William	Smyth	
sought	sanctuary	on	27	Oct.	1509	[entry	recorded	in	English	-	and	then	crossed	out].

Thornley,	"Sanctuary	
Registers	at	Beverley,"	395

1294

1674 Smyth William London	 tallowchandl
er

M St.	Katherine	by	
the	Tower

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1515 Debt In	a	Chancery	petition,	datable	between	1515-1518,	Smyth	indicated	that	he	had	
taken	sanctuary	at	St.	Katherine	by	the	Tower,	which	he	said	was	privileged	for	debt,	
and	that	Adam	Grene	of	London,	cooper,	feigned	a	matter	of	felony	against	him	in	
order	to	have	him	arrested	(for	the	purpose	of	extorting	money	from	him),	which	
could	be	done	because	St.	Katherine's	was	privileged	for	debt	but	not	felony.

TNA,	C	1/446/24 1456

587 Smyth William London	 M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1516 1516-12-05 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Smyth	sought	sanctuary	on	5	Dec.	1516	for	
the	homicide	of	Robert	Hungarford.

SDSB,	172 520
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1148 Smyth	alias	
Chalfunt

William London	 yeoman M Church-taking,	
London,	St.	
Magnus

Taking	church 1527 1527-06-17 Asportation At	gaol	delivery	at	Maidstone	18	Jun.	1527,	Smyth	alias	Chalfunt	was	indicted	for	
having	broken	into	the	house	of	Richard	Snatte	at	Huntington,	Kent,	around	9	pm	on	
6	Mar.	1527;	he	assaulted	Snatte	and	stole	5	marks	from	a	certain	chest.	At	the	gaol	
delivery,	Smyth	pleaded	that	coming	from	the	Tower	of	London	to	the	Marshalsea	
prison	he	escaped	and	took	the	church	of	St.	Magnus	as	sanctuary.	Many	unknown	
persons,	with	force	and	arms,	expelled	him	from	the	church,	and	he	seeks	to	be	
restored	there.	The	king's	attorney	argued	that	his	plea	was	insufficient	in	law,	and	
instead	he	pleaded	clergy	successfully.	in	Trinity	1534,	one	Chalfunt	of	London,	
capper,	appeared	on	William	Smyth	alias	Chalfunt's	behalf	in	King's	Bench,	and	said	
that	because	Smyth	is	in	the	custody	of	Thomas,	archbishop	of	Canterbury,	as	a	clerk	
attaint,	he	could	not	appear	in	person	in	the	court	to	present	his	pardon	unless	a	writ	
was	issued	so	that	he	could	be	brought	into	court.	Later	the	same	term	he	appeared	
by	virtue	of	the	writ	and	presented	the	pardon,	dated	26	Jun.	1534,	and	went	sine	
die.	This	latter	manoeuvre	was	reported	by	Spelman.

TNA,	KB	9/527,	mm.	59-60;	
KB	27/1092,	rex	m.	17;	KB	
29/167,	m.	3d;	Baker,	
Spelman's	Reports,	1:52,	
169.

1009

1289 Smything Edward Hanse merchant	
("Easterling")

M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1524 A	petition	addressed	to	"Master	Cromwell,	councillor	of	the	Lord	Legate	[Wolsey]"	
written	by	Edward	Smything,	"Easterling,"	privileged	as	a	sanctuary	man	at	
Westminster,	asks	for	a	letter	of	protection	so	that	he	could	redeem	goods	wrongfully	
detained	from	him	by	Anthony	Duodo	(who	had	cloths	"representing	the	story	of	
Christ's	mawndye	and	his	praying	in	the	garden"),	Herman	Hulseman	(who	had	a	cloth	
"representing	Jesus	bearing	the	Cross");	and	the	last	in	the	hands	of	Sir	John	Gryffith,	
priest.	Although	his	reason	for	having	sought	privilege	is	not	stated,	the	
circumstances	make	it	likely	he	was	a	debtor.

TNA,	SP	1/33,	fol.	62	(L&P,	
4/1:429)

1124

117 Snell Henry Yorkshire,	
Hunderthwait
e

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1505 1505-03-29 Homicide Accessory Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	John	Appleby,	Thomas	Appleby,	Jenkyn	
Appleby,	and	Henry	Snell	sought	sanctuary	on	29	Mar.	1505	because,	following	an	
attack	and	William	Wilson	and	his	friends	made	on	them,	John	Appleby	in	his	own	
defence	and	that	of	his	friends,	struck	Wilson	on	the	head	with	a	welsh	bill,	in	a	field	
at	Hunderthwaite.	Wilson	died	from	the	blow.	The	three	others	were	present	with	
him	and	thus	fear	indictment	as	accessories.

SDSB,	41-42,	43 100

1836 Somer William M Westminster	
Abbey	
dependency:	
Knowle,	
Warwickshire

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1529 Asportation According	to	a	Star	Chamber	bill	submitted	by	Sir	George	Throckmorton,	he	was	
prevented	in	1529	from	taking	temporary	possession	of	the	Hospitaller	manor	of	
Balsall	--	as	he	was	commanded	to	do	pending	a	suit	in	Chancery	between	Martin	
Docwra	and	William	Weston,	prior	of	the	Hospitaller	order	--	by	Docwra's	summoning	
of	fifteen	sanctuary	men	from	Knowle	sanctuary,	among	whom	Throckmorton	named	
two	thieves,	John	Edwards	and	William	Somer.	Throckmorton	indicates	that	he	was	
able	to	arrest	Edwards	and	Somer	and	take	them	to	Warwick	gaol	to	answer	for	their	
felonies.

TNA,	STAC	2/12/236 1604

1499 Somerhill Hugh Herefordshire,	
Leominster

yeoman;	
courtier

M Church-taking,	
London,	All	
Hallows	the	
Great

Taking	church 1437 1437-10-03 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	Somerhill	took	church	at	All	Hallows	the	Great	in	
London	on	3	Oct.	1437	and	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	in	early	September	he	had	
broken	into	the	house	of	Henry	Chadirton,	gentleman,	and	stolen	various	pieces	of	
clothing.	No	indication	of	abjuration.	The	indictment	notes	he	was	in	custody	in	the	
Marshalsea.

TNA,	KB	9/229/1,	m.	32 1320

620 Somers Leo Yorkshire,	
Hornsea

labourer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1518 1518-05-04 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Somers	sought	sanctuary	on	4	May	1518	for	
debt.

SDSB,	178 551

790 Songer John Gloucestershir
e,	Gloucester

fisher M Church-taking,	
Middlesex,	
Hanwell

Taking	church
Abjuration

Southampt
on

1407 1407-03-04 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	4	Mar.	1407	Songer	took	the	parish	church	of	
Hanwell.	He	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	in	December	1406	he	had	murdered	a	man	
in	Sparkford,	Somerset.	He	abjured.	

TNA,	KB	9/195/1,	m.	11 716
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1797 Sot John M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1471 Debt In	a	Chancery	petition,	Laurence	Teymonson	complained	that	he	had	been	arrested	
for	trespass	for	his	role	in	arresting	a	sanctuary	man	of	Westminster,	John	Sot,	on	a	
plaint	of	debt,	while	Sot	was	outside	the	sanctuary	in	the	parish	of	St.	Clement	Danes.	
Date	approximate	(range	1467-72).	

TNA,	C	1/46/241 1572

660 Sotherell Robert Lincolnshire,	
Lincoln

tailor M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1525 1525-06-15 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Sotherell	sought	sanctuary	on	15	Jun.	1525	
for	debt.

SDSB,	186 591

1063 Southwell Anthony London	 gentleman M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 1532-04-20 Homicide Coroner’s	inquest	20	Apr.	1532	at	Westminster	within	the	sanctuary	of	the	abbey	
over	the	body	of	William	Pennington,	knight.	The	jurors	found	that	after	Pennington	
had	met	up	with	Richard	Southwell	in	Westminster	Hall	and	they	exchanged	words,	
Pennington	angrily	challenging	Southwell	to	meet	him	outside.	Pennington,	with	six	
retainers,	met	up	with	Richard	Southwell,	who	was	accompanied	by	his	brothers	
Robert	and	Anthony,	Matthew	Fraunsham,	Richard	Wood,	William	Bofeld,	and	David	
Lloyd,	on	a	causeway	between	the	sanctuary	and	Tothill.	An	affray	ensued,	in	the	
course	of	which	Anthony	–	coming	to	the	defence	of	his	brother	Richard,	who	was	on	
the	ground	with	Pennington’s	sword	at	his	throat	–	gave	Pennington	a	mortal	wound	
from	which	he	immediately	died.	The	Southwells	then	took	sanctuary	at	the	abbey	
(even	though	the	felony	took	place	inside	the	sanctuary	precinct,	which	should	have	
been	a	bar).	This	was	a	highly	political	case,	and	this	inquest	report	was	quite	possibly	
a	faked	story;	diplomatic	reports	and	other	sources	suggest	that	the	quarrel	related	to	
disputes	on	the	king's	council	between	the	duke	of	Norfolk	(Southwell's	patron)	and	
the	duke	of	Suffolk	(Pennington's	patron).	The	Southwells	and	their	retainers	all	
presented	a	pardon,	dated	15	June	1532,	in	King’s	Bench	in	Easter	term	1533,	and	
Richard	Southwell	paid	a	fine	of	£1000.	The	pardon	was	confirmed	by	an	act	of	
parliament	in	1534	(25	Hen.	VIII	c.	32).	The	two	elder	Southwells,	Richard	and	Robert,	
went	on	to	distinguished	careers	as	royal	servants;	Richard	became	a	privy	councillor	
and	Robert	master	of	the	rolls	of	Chancery.	Brother	Anthony	lived	out	his	life	as	a	
landed	gentleman.

TNA,	KB	9/520,	m.	12;	KB	
27/1087,	rex	m.	8;	for	other	
references:	McSheffrey,	
"Slaying	of	William	
Pennington";	Stanford	E.	
Lehmberg,	"Southwell,	Sir	
Richard	(1502/3-1564),"	
ODNB;	J.	H.	Baker,	
"Southwell,	Sir	Robert	(c.	
1506-1559),"	ODNB.

947

1061 Southwell Richard London	 Esquire M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 1532-04-20 Homicide Accessory Coroner’s	inquest	20	Apr.	1532	at	Westminster	within	the	sanctuary	of	the	abbey	
over	the	body	of	William	Pennington,	knight.	The	jurors	found	that	after	Pennington	
had	met	up	with	Richard	Southwell	in	Westminster	Hall	and	they	exchanged	words,	
Pennington	angrily	challenging	Southwell	to	meet	him	outside.	Pennington,	with	six	
retainers,	met	up	with	Richard	Southwell,	who	was	accompanied	by	his	brothers	
Robert	and	Anthony,	Matthew	Fraunsham,	Richard	Wood,	William	Bofeld,	and	David	
Lloyd,	on	a	causeway	between	the	sanctuary	and	Tothill.	An	affray	ensued,	in	the	
course	of	which	Anthony	–	coming	to	the	defence	of	his	brother	Richard,	who	was	on	
the	ground	with	Pennington’s	sword	at	his	throat	–	gave	Pennington	a	mortal	wound	
from	which	he	immediately	died.	The	Southwells	then	took	sanctuary	at	the	abbey	
(even	though	the	felony	took	place	inside	the	sanctuary	precinct,	which	should	have	
been	a	bar).	This	was	a	highly	political	case,	and	this	inquest	report	was	quite	possibly	
a	faked	story;	diplomatic	reports	and	other	sources	suggest	that	the	quarrel	related	to	
disputes	on	the	king's	council	between	the	duke	of	Norfolk	(Southwell's	patron)	and	
the	duke	of	Suffolk	(Pennington's	patron).	The	Southwells	and	their	retainers	all	
presented	a	pardon,	dated	15	June	1532,	in	King’s	Bench	in	Easter	term	1533,	and	
Richard	Southwell	paid	a	fine	of	£1000.	The	pardon	was	confirmed	by	an	act	of	
parliament	in	1534	(25	Hen.	VIII	c.	32).	The	two	elder	Southwells,	Richard	and	Robert,	
went	on	to	distinguished	careers	as	royal	servants;	Richard	became	a	privy	councillor	
and	Robert	master	of	the	rolls	of	Chancery.	Brother	Anthony	lived	out	his	life	as	a	
landed	gentleman.

TNA,	KB	9/520,	m.	12;	KB	
27/1087,	rex	m.	8;	for	other	
references:	McSheffrey,	
"Slaying	of	William	
Pennington";	Stanford	E.	
Lehmberg,	"Southwell,	Sir	
Richard	(1502/3-1564),"	
ODNB;	J.	H.	Baker,	
"Southwell,	Sir	Robert	(c.	
1506-1559),"	ODNB.

947
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1062 Southwell Robert London	 gentleman M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 1532-04-20 Homicide Accessory Coroner’s	inquest	20	Apr.	1532	at	Westminster	within	the	sanctuary	of	the	abbey	
over	the	body	of	William	Pennington,	knight.	The	jurors	found	that	after	Pennington	
had	met	up	with	Richard	Southwell	in	Westminster	Hall	and	they	exchanged	words,	
Pennington	angrily	challenging	Southwell	to	meet	him	outside.	Pennington,	with	six	
retainers,	met	up	with	Richard	Southwell,	who	was	accompanied	by	his	brothers	
Robert	and	Anthony,	Matthew	Fraunsham,	Richard	Wood,	William	Bofeld,	and	David	
Lloyd,	on	a	causeway	between	the	sanctuary	and	Tothill.	An	affray	ensued,	in	the	
course	of	which	Anthony	–	coming	to	the	defence	of	his	brother	Richard,	who	was	on	
the	ground	with	Pennington’s	sword	at	his	throat	–	gave	Pennington	a	mortal	wound	
from	which	he	immediately	died.	The	Southwells	then	took	sanctuary	at	the	abbey	
(even	though	the	felony	took	place	inside	the	sanctuary	precinct,	which	should	have	
been	a	bar).	This	was	a	highly	political	case,	and	this	inquest	report	was	quite	possibly	
a	faked	story;	diplomatic	reports	and	other	sources	suggest	that	the	quarrel	related	to	
disputes	on	the	king's	council	between	the	duke	of	Norfolk	(Southwell's	patron)	and	
the	duke	of	Suffolk	(Pennington's	patron).	The	Southwells	and	their	retainers	all	
presented	a	pardon,	dated	15	June	1532,	in	King’s	Bench	in	Easter	term	1533,	and	
Richard	Southwell	paid	a	fine	of	£1000.	The	pardon	was	confirmed	by	an	act	of	
parliament	in	1534	(25	Hen.	VIII	c.	32).	The	two	elder	Southwells,	Richard	and	Robert,	
went	on	to	distinguished	careers	as	royal	servants;	Richard	became	a	privy	councillor	
and	Robert	master	of	the	rolls	of	Chancery.	Brother	Anthony	lived	out	his	life	as	a	
landed	gentleman.

TNA,	KB	9/520,	m.	12;	KB	
27/1087,	rex	m.	8;	for	other	
references:	McSheffrey,	
"Slaying	of	William	
Pennington";	Stanford	E.	
Lehmberg,	"Southwell,	Sir	
Richard	(1502/3-1564),"	
ODNB;	J.	H.	Baker,	
"Southwell,	Sir	Robert	(c.	
1506-1559),"	ODNB.

947

1507 Spaldyng John Norfolk,	
Norwich

skinner M Church-taking,	
Surrey,	
Bermondsey

Taking	church
Abjuration

Orwell 1444 1444-04-29 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	that	Spaldyng	took	church	at	St.	Saviour's,	Bermondsey,	on	
29	Apr.	1444,	confessing	to	the	coroner	that	on	23	Mar.	1444	at	Stewside	in	
Southwark	he	had	murdered	a	certain	John	Salman	and	afterwards	threw	his	body	
into	the	Thames.	He	abjured.	He	appeared	in	King's	Bench	very	soon	afterward,	on	1	
May	1444,	having	presumably	been	found	somewhere	other	than	on	the	road	to	
Orwell;	asked	why	sentence	should	not	be	executed,	he	pleaded	clergy	successfully.

TNA,	KB	9/245,	m.	83;	KB	
27/732,	rex	m.	6	(GD)

1326

1162 Spencer Anthony London	 yeoman M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1539 1539-11-01 Homicide At	gaol	delivery	at	Guildford	castle	on	13	Feb.	1540,	Anthony	Spencer	was	indicted	for	
the	homicide	of	John	Morres,	whom	Spencer,	together	with	Richard	Sturbryge	or	
Trobryge	of	Southwark,	weaver,	and	John	Colyns	of	Southwark,	barber,	had	assaulted	
and	killed	on	19	Oct.	1539,	robbing	£17	belonging	to	William	Davys,	clerk,	from	his	
body.	Spencer,	at	gaol	delivery,	pleaded	sanctuary,	claiming	that	he	had	gone	to	
Westminster	to	take	sanctuary	on	1	Nov.,	and	had	been	registered	by	the	official	
there,	William	Webbe.	On	14	Nov.,	however,	he	was	extracted	forcibly	from	the	
sanctuary	by	Webbe,	on	the	orders	of	Thomas	Cromwell.	At	KB,	he	pleaded	not	guilty	
to	the	felony	and	he	pleaded	to	be	restored	to	his	sanctuary.	The	judges	did	not	rule	
on	his	plea,	and	he	was	returned	to	prison	as	they	advised	themselves,	and	
apparently	stayed	there	from	Hillary	1540	until	15	May	1544,	when	he	appeared	
again	at	King's	Bench,	and	again	made	his	sanctuary	plea.	On	this	occasion	the	king's	
attorney	acknowledged	that	his	sanctuary	plea	was	true,	and	that	he	had	been	
improperly	extracted	on	Cromwell's	orders,	and	Spencer	was	duly	and	ceremoniously	
handed	over	to	William	Webbe,	back	into	the	safety	of	Westminster	sanctuary.	On	28	
Jul.	1544,	he	was	pardoned.

TNA,	KB	9/550,	mm.	39-40;	
KB	29/174,	mm.	31,	39;	KB	
27/1131,	rex	m.	6;	C	66/741,	
m.	27;	L&P,	19/1:636;	
McSheffrey,	SS,	173,	178-79

1022

1766 Spencer Richard M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1448 Record	of	Spencer's	confession	as	approver	from	within	the	sanctuary	at	
Westminster,	implicating	William	Parker	of	Westminster,	gentleman,	for	treason.	
Spencer	claimed	that	a	"strong	felon"	had	come	to	him	in	the	sanctuary	and	said	that	
he	intended	to	rob	the	duke	of	Suffolk,	and	that	Spencer	had	"required"	Parker	to	
arrest	him,	and	Parker	refused,	casting	aspersions	on	the	king	while	doing	so.

TNA,	KB	9/260,	m.	87;	KB	
9/998,	m.	55

1541
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1269 Spencer William M Greyfriars,	
Coventry

Chartered	
Sanctuary
Ambiguous

1520 Felony In	a	case	from	the	Coventry	assizes	in	Lent	1520	reported	by	Caryll,	Spencer	sought	
sanctuary	in	the	Greyfriars	garden	in	Coventry;	the	justices	considered	the	sanctuary	
plea,	but	ruled	that	the	garden	was	a	profane	place,	not	within	the	precinct	or	ambit,	
and	thus	not	sanctuary,	and	he	was	hanged.

Baker,	Caryll's	Reports,	2:707-
8

1112

49 Spense Thomas	
[John]

Yorkshire,	
Bowes

gentleman M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1491 1491-06-05 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Spense	sought	sanctuary	on	5	Jun.	1491	
because	at	the	town	of	Bowes	he	had	ordered	a	certain	Herbert	Conyngham	to	hang	
Thomas	Melburn,	a	Scot,	without	any	legal	judgment.	Now	he	fears	himself	to	face	
the	law	and	thus	seeks	immunity.	Spense	was	called	John	in	the	heading	of	the	entry,	
and	Thomas	in	the	body.

SDSB,	19 44

1095 Spenser Richard Staffordshire,	
Haunton

M Church-taking,	
Leicestershire,	
Nailstone	All	
Saints

Taking	church
Abjuration

Dover 1405 1405-11-11 Asportation Coroner's	inquest	roll	for	Leicestershire	records	that	Spenser	fled	to	All	Hallows	
church	at	Nailstone	on	11	Nov.	1405	and	confessed	that	he	was	a	thief.	He	abjured.

TNA,	JUST	2/61,	rot.	9 967

496 Spenser Richard Yorkshire,	
Wentworth

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1488 1488-10-07 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Spenser	sought	sanctuary	on	7	Oct.	1488	and	
acknowledged	that	he	had	killed	John	Dryffen	of	Linwood	in	Derbyshire,	labourer,	
with	a	staff,	after	24	Jun.	1483,	at	Linwood.

SDSB,	153 438

159 Spore Henry Northumberla
nd,	
Shittleheugh,	
Redesdale

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1508 1508-01-10 Homicide Accessory Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Robert	and	Henry	Spore	sought	sanctuary	on	
10	Jan.	1508	because	they	had,	with	others,	been	accessories	at	the	felonious	killing	
of	John	and	Andrew	Potts	at	Durtrees	in	Redesdale.	

SDSB,	51 126

158 Spore Robert Northumberla
nd,	Kiln	House,	
Otterburn

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1508 1508-01-10 Homicide Accessory Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Robert	and	Henry	Spore	sought	sanctuary	on	
10	Jan.	1508	because	they	had,	with	others,	been	accessories	at	the	felonious	killing	
of	John	and	Andrew	Potts	at	Durtrees	in	Redesdale.	

SDSB,	51 126

473 Spret John Lincolnshire,	
Barton-upon-
Humber

gentleman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1491 1491-10-01 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Spret	sought	sanctuary	on	1	Oct.	1491	for	the	
homicide	on	15	Aug.	1491	of	John	Welton,	husbandman,	also	of	Barton-upon-
Humber,	with	a	dagger.	Laurence	Yonge	[ID	#527)	had	sought	sanctuary	for	the	same	
homicide	two	weeks	earlier.

SDSB,	149 417

702 Spurneston William Durham,	
Wolsingham

mercer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1527 1527-03-27 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Spurneston	sought	sanctuary	at	Beverley	on	
27	Mar.	1527	for	debt.

SDSB,	195 633

1264 Spynke William Middlesex,	
Westminster,	
St.	Martin	in	
the	Fields

chaplain M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1512 On	19	Oct.	1512,	Spynke,	a	chaplain,	age	27,	offered	testimony	in	a	Consistory	court	
of	London	case	involving	an	alleged	assault	by	Henry	Went,	one	of	the	churchwardens	
of	the	parish	of	St.	Martin	in	the	Fields,	on	Lancelot	Pygborn,	one	of	the	parish	clergy.	
Spynke	had	formerly	been	appointed	morrow-mass	priest	in	the	same	parish	and	he	
too	had	had	a	quarrel	with	Went,	and	had	shortly	before	his	own	deposition	sued	
Went	for	defamation.	He	indicated	in	his	testimony	that	he	was	then	in	sanctuary	at	
Westminster,	although	he	does	not	indicate	for	what	reason;	it	is	unclear	whether	the	
deposition	was	taken	in	the	sanctuary,	or	if	he	was	allowed	to	leave	(it	was	not	
uncommon	for	depositions	in	the	Consistory	court	to	be	taken	in	the	homes	of	the	
deponents).

LMA,	DL/C/0206,	fols.	158,	
173v-174r

1107

310 Squier Richard Yorkshire,	
Catton

tailor M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1504 1504-11-14 Asportation Also	escape	
from	gaol

Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Squier	sought	sanctuary	on	14	Nov.	1504	for	
the	theft	of	cloth	and	for	breaking	out	of	the	king's	gaol	at	York.

SDSB,	114 258

490 Squirry Thomas Yorkshire,	
Leven

husbandman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1484 1484-11-19 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Squirry	sought	sanctuary	on	19	Nov.	1484	
and	acknowledged	that	he	had	feloniously	killed	John	Hewlyn.

SDSB,	152 432
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965 Stacy William Kent,	
Folkestone;	
Dorset,	
Blanford;	
London,	St.	
Botulph	
without	
Aldgate

husbandman M Church-taking,	
Middlesex,	
Staines

Taking	church
Abjuration

Southampt
on

1524 1524-09-20 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	20	Sept.	1524	Stacy	took	the	parish	church	of	
Staines,	Middlesex.	On	22	Sept.	the	coroner	came	and	Stacy	confessed	that	on	26	Oct.	
1523	he	had	killed	John	Gilbert	of	Lydford,	Cornwall,	husbandman,	at	Lydford.	He	
abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/501/1,	m.	11 863

1099 Stafford Humphre
y

M Colchester,	St.	
John's	Abbey;	
and	Culham

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1485 Treason In	what	became	a	much-cited	case,	Humphrey	Stafford,	a	Richard	III	loyalist,	took	
sanctuary	twice	following	Henry	VII's	victory	at	Bosworth	in	August	1485	and	a	
subsequent	parliamentary	attainder	for	treason.	He	first	fled,	along	with	Francis,	
Viscount	Lovell	(#1858),	to	St.	John's	Abbey	in	Colchester	but	they	had	both	left	
Colchester	by	the	spring	of	1486.	In	concert	with	Lord	Lovell	Stafford	raised	an	
unsuccessful	revolt	against	Henry	VII	and	then	he	and	his	brother	Thomas	(ID	#1857)	
fled	for	sanctuary	to	Culham,	a	manor	belonging	to	the	abbey	of	Abingdon	which	had	
hitherto	served	as	a	sanctuary	for	debtors	and	had	perhaps	by	this	time	also	made	
claims	to	shelter	others	as	well.	The	Staffords	were	seized	from	Culham	and	at	least	
Humphrey	was	brought	before	King's	Bench.	There	he	pleaded	sanctuary,	but	the	
abbot	of	Abingdon	was	unable	to	show	the	court	evidence	that	Culham	was	privileged	
for	treason	although	the	judges	held	that	it	did	have	other	sanctuary	privileges.	
Humphrey	Stafford	was	thus	given	the	traitor's	death,	while	according	to	Polydore	
Vergil	his	younger	brother	Thomas	was	pardoned.

TNA,	KB	27/900,	rex	m.	8;	
TNA,	KB	15/42,	fol	151r-
155v;	Seipp	1486.044;	Vergil,	
Anglica	Historia	(ed.	Hay),	11-
13;	Chrimes,	Henry	VII,	71;	
Peter	Iver	Kaufman,	“Henry	
VII	and	Sanctuary,”	Church	
History	53,	no.	4	(December	
1984):	469;	McSheffrey,	SS,	
48,	104

972

1491 Stafford Richard M Church-taking,	
Norfolk,	Lynn,	
Carmelite	Friars

Taking	church 1417 1417-03-23 Felony Also	escape	
from	gaol

At	Norfolk	peace	commission,	jurors	presented	that	Stafford,	who	had	been	in	prison	
at	Lynn	for	suspicion	of	felony,	broke	out	of	the	prison	by	the	negligence	of	the	
gaolkeeper	and	fled	to	the	house	of	Carmelite	friars	in	Lynn.

TNA,	KB	9/83,	m.	33 1313

1857 Stafford Thomas M Culham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1486 Treason According	to	Polydore	Vergil,	Thomas	Stafford,	younger	brother	of	Humphrey	
Stafford	(ID	#1099),	participated	in	the	revolt	that	Humphrey	and	Francis,	Viscount	
Lovell	(ID	#1858)	raised	against	Henry	VII	in	the	spring	of	1486	and	then	fled	with	his	
brother	to	Culham	for	sanctuary.	Culham	was	a	manor	belonging	to	the	abbey	of	
Abingdon	which	had	hitherto	served	as	a	sanctuary	for	debtors	and	had	perhaps	by	
this	time	also	made	claims	to	shelter	others	as	well.	The	Staffords	were	seized	from	
Culham	and	at	least	Humphrey	was	brought	before	King's	Bench.	There	he	pleaded	
sanctuary,	but	the	abbot	of	Abingdon	was	unable	to	show	the	court	evidence	that	
Culham	was	privileged	for	treason	although	the	judges	held	that	it	did	have	other	
sanctuary	privileges.	Humphrey	Stafford	was	thus	given	the	traitor's	death,	while	
according	to	Vergil	his	younger	brother	Thomas	was	pardoned.

Vergil,	Anglica	Historia	(ed.	
Hay),	11-13;	Chrimes,	Henry	
VII,	71;	McSheffrey,	SS,	48

1827 Standefaste William Middlesex,	
Westminster

tailor M Chartered	
Sanctuary

1502 Debt In	a	Chancery	bill,	William	Standefaste	complains	that	Derek	Harryson	sued	him	for	a	
debt	even	though	Harryson	knew	he	was	in	sanctuary	and	could	not	answer	the	suit	
(and	indeed	he	did	not	even	know	about	it).	Date	range	1502-1503.	

TNA,	C	1/271/92 1596

1855 Stane William Yorkshire,	
West	Bretton

yeoman M Church-taking,	
Essex,	
Ingatestone,	St.	
Edmund	the	
Martyr

Taking	church
Abjuration

Dover 1527 1527-12-13 Homicide Accessory;	
also	Assault	
and	Robbery

Took	church	for	participating	in	an	assault	that	ended	in	a	homicide	at	hands	of	his	
partner	in	crime	at	"Whethersom,"	Yorkshire	in	1524,	and	an	assault	and	robbery	
(with	three	other	named	men)	of	about	£4	in	Essex	in	Nov.	1527.	

TNA,	KB	9/508,	m.	119 1622
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1191 Stanley	alias	
Mortymer

Richard Hertfordshire,	
Ware

labourer M Beverley	
(abjuration	from	
Hertfordshire,	
Ware	Greyfriars)

Taking	church
Abjuration	to	
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 1532-03-09 Felony Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	9	Mar.	1532	Robert	Fayer	and	Richard	Stanley	took	
the	Greyfriars	church	in	Ware,	and	separately	sought	the	coroner.	On	10	Mar.	they	
each	separately	confessed	that	on	15	Feb.	1532	they	had	broken	into	a	house	in	
Stondon,	Herts.,	and	stolen	some	cloth,	and	they	also	confessed	other	thefts.	They	
both	say	that	Richard	Fayerfox	of	Wadysmyll	[Westmill?]	in	Herts.,	yeoman,	and	
Agnes	Fayerforde	of	Wadysmill,	spinster,	alias	Agnes	Fayerfox,	on	6	Mar.,	knowing	
them	to	be	felons,	received	them.	They	abjured.	Robert	Fayer	chose	the	liberty	of	the	
church	of	St.	John	of	Jerusalem,	and	Richard	Mortymer	chose	the	sanctuary	of	
Beverley.

TNA,	KB	9/521,	m.	73;	KB	
29/165,	m.	26

1446

918 Stanwyche William Middlesex,	
Westminster

yeoman M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1516 1516-08-07 Homicide Accessory Coroner's	inquest	report	at	Westminster	in	the	abbot	of	Westminster's	liberty	on	7	
Aug.	1516,	over	the	body	of	Edward	Wright	alias	Messenger.	The	jurors	reported	that	
Richard	Draycotes,	gentleman,	and	Richard	Heydon,	William	Stanwyche,	Henry	Ellys,	
and	Alexander	Grome	(alias	Alexander	late	servant	of	William	Pykeryng,	gentleman),	
all	yeomen,	all	of	Westminster,	on	30	Jul.	1516	at	6pm	assaulted	Wright	at	
Westminster,	giving	him	a	wound	from	which	he	died	on	6	Aug.	Draycotes	and	
Heydon	were	the	principals	and	the	others	were	accessories.	The	jurors	also	say	that	
Thomas	Swalowe	of	Westminster	tried	to	capture	the	felons	and	chased	them,	and	as	
he	did	so	he	saw	John	Haynes	of	Westminster,	cutler,	one	of	the	constables	of	the	
town	of	Westminster,	and	in	the	name	of	the	king	he	ordered	him	to	catch	and	arrest	
the	felons	and	murderers,	but	Haynes	publicly	refused	to	do	this,	so	that	the	men	
were	able	to	escape	to	sanctuary	at	Westminster.

TNA,	KB	9/472	m.	78 821

1005 Stapull Richard Kent,	Allington yeoman M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1527 1527-08-11 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	11	Aug.	1527	at	Maidstone	over	the	body	of	Richard	Poll	of	Lynton,	
weaver.	The	jurors	reported	that	on	that	day	around	2am,	Poll	had	been	in	God's	
peace	and	the	king's	when	Stapull	assaulted	him,	giving	him	a	mortal	wound	from	
which	he	immediately	died.	The	townspeople	had	knowledge	that	Stapull	entered	
into	the	sanctuary	of	St.	Peter	in	Westminster.	

TNA,	KB	9/506/1,	m.	66 904

1044 Stapulle	
alias	
Staveley

Stephen Surrey,	
Southwark

armourer M Westminster	
Abbey	
(abjuration	from	
Surrey,	
Southwark	St.	
George)

Taking	church
Abjuration	to	
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1531 1531-05-19 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	19	May	1531	Stapulle	took	the	parish	church	of	St.	
George	in	Southwark,	confessing	to	the	coroner	that	on	17	May	in	Kentish	Street	in	
Southwark	he	had	assaulted	Richard	Harve	and	killed	him.	He	abjured,	voluntarily	
choosing	to	go	to	the	sanctuary	of	St.	Peter	in	Westminster.	He	was	branded,	and	
committed	to	a	constable	who	led	him	to	Westminster.	(NB:	he	does	not	appear	on	
the	partial	list	of	sanctuary	seekers	at	Westminster	in	1532,	or	the	full	list	in	1533.)

TNA,	KB	9/517,	m.	102;	KB	
29/164,	m.	34

935

1113 Starkey William Surrey,	
Southwark

yeoman M Church-taking,	
London,	St.	
Mary	le	Bow;	
then	
Cambridgeshire,	
Cambridge,	
Greyfriars

Taking	church 1502 1502-12-13 Asportation Record	of	Surrey	gaol	delivery	at	Guildford	Castle,	Southwark	(delivered	up	to	KB)	for	
14	Feb.	1503,	recorded	Starkey's	indictment	that	he	and	others	on	2	Dec.	1502	had	
assaulted	and	robbed	Richard	Ryall	at	Southwark,	stealing	between	£3	and	£4.	
Starkey	pleaded	sanctuary,	claiming	that	on	13	Dec.	1502	he	had	taken	the	parish	
church	of	St.	Mary	le	Bow	in	London,	but	was	violently	seized	from	the	church	by	
diverse	persons.	He	asked	for	his	sanctuary	plea	to	be	put	to	a	jury,	and	was	
recommitted	to	prison,	where	he	remained,	until	3	Sept.	1503,	when	the	sheriffs	of	
Surrey	reported	that	he	was	no	longer	in	their	custody.	In	February	1505,	Starkey	
appeared	in	King's	Bench,	and	asked	how	he	pleaded,	he	said	that	on	15	Aug.	1504	at	
Cambridge	he	had	taken	the	church	of	the	Franciscans	and	sought	the	coroner.	Again,	
however,	he	was	seized,	this	time	by	Robert	Brewer,	sergeant.	Again	he	sought	to	be	
restored	to	the	church.	The	king's	attorney,	John	Mervyn,	answered	that	he	had	been	
at	large	when	he	was	seized	on	15	Aug.	1504	and	not	in	the	church.	The	sanctuary	
plea	was	to	be	put	to	a	jury,	and	when	the	jury	considered	the	plea	in	Trinity	term	
1505,	they	found	that	Starkey	had	not	been	in	the	church	when	he	was	taken.	Starkey	
then	pleaded	not	guilty	to	the	felony,	and	in	Hillary	1506	a	jury	found	him	guilty	and	
he	was	sentenced	to	hang.

TNA,	KB	27/974,	rex	m.	5 981
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1084 Stathom Thomas London	 vintner M Church-taking,	
London,	St.	
Sepulchre

Taking	church
Abjuration

Dover 1525 1525-06-21 Asportation A	coroner's	memorandum	--	recorded	much	later	on	the	King's	Bench	coram	rege	roll,	
in	1541	--	reported	that	Stathom	took	the	church	of	St.	Sepulchre	in	London,	
confessing	to	a	theft	near	St.	Katherine	by	the	Tower,	and	abjured	on	21	Jun.	1525.	In	
Oct.	1525	he	was	arrested,	evidently	having	been	found	in	the	realm,	and	appeared	
before	the	sheriffs	of	London,	and	then	successfully	pleaded	benefit	of	clergy.	He	was	
taken	into	the	custody	of	the	bishop	of	London.	In	Michaelmas	1540,	the	king	
mandated	the	bishop	of	London	to	deliver	up	the	bodies	of	three	clerks	attaint:	
Thomas	Stathom,	William	Michell	(ID	#1083),	and	Richard	Eve	or	Ebe.	The	bishop	
responded	that	the	three	men	had	been	in	his	custody	in	a	certain	"convict	house"	at	
Stortford,	Herts.,	ever	since	they	had	been	individually	committed	to	his	custody	as	
clerks	attaint.	The	three	men	were	committed	to	the	Marshalsea	and	immediately	
Richard	Ebe	was	exonerated	by	virtue	of	the	general	pardon	of	1540,	but	Stathom	
and	Michell	remained	in	prison	due	to	defect	of	record.	Then	in	Hillary	1541,	the	
records	of	conviction	of	both	having	been	presented,	they	were	also	exonerated	by	
virtue	of	the	general	pardon	and	went	sine	die.

TNA,	KB	9/549,	m.	58;	KB	
29/173,	m.	33d-34,	36;	KB	
27/1118,	rex	m.	1

956

1268 Staverton	or	
Stafferton

William London	 grocer M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1509 Debt As	Rosser's	work	and	various	records	show,	Staverton	took	sanctuary	for	debt	at	
Westminster	by	about	1509	and	lived	in	the	sanctuary	at	Westminster	with	his	wife	
Katherine	until	his	death	in	1534.	There	were	complaints	after	his	death	that	he	was	
very	wealthy	and	that	he	made	no	efforts	to	satisfy	his	creditors	while	he	was	in	
sanctuary;	according	to	one	Chancery	bill	he	owed	over	2000	marks	at	his	death	
(£1333).	His	wife	refused	the	administration	of	his	probate.	(Thanks	to	Kit	French	for	
transcription	of	TNA,	C	1/822/21.)

TNA,	SP	1/70,	fol.	133;	SP	
1/238,	fols.	72-7;	SP	1/239,	
fol.	275;	C	1/822/21;	Rosser,	
Medieval	Westminster,	157

1111

74 Stedman John Westmorland,	
Morland

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1496 1496-04-24 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Stedman	sought	sanctuary	on	24	Apr.	1496	
because	on	10	Apr.	1496	he	had	assaulted	and	killed	Thomas	Wylkynson	of	Morland,	
striking	him	on	the	head	with	a	club,	killing	him	immediately.

SDSB,	28 65

155 Stevynson Richard Cumbria,	
Castle	Carrock

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1507 1507-10-16 Homicide Accessory Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Robert	and	Richard	Stevynson,	brothers,	
sought	sanctuary	on	16	Oct.	1507	because	about	two	and	a	half	years	before	Robert	
had	killed	Thomas	Hudson	with	a	lancestaff,	Richard	standing	as	accessory	because	he	
had	been	present.

SDSB,	50 123

154 Stevynson Robert Cumbria,	
Castle	Carrock

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1507 1507-10-16 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Robert	and	Richard	Stevynson,	brothers,	
sought	sanctuary	on	16	Oct.	1507	because	about	two	and	a	half	years	before	Robert	
had	killed	Thomas	Hudson	with	a	lancestaff,	Richard	standing	as	accessory	because	he	
had	been	present.

SDSB,	50 123

349 Stevynson Thomas Berkshire,	
Reading

butcher M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1509 1509-01-16 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Stevynson	sought	sanctuary	on	16	Jan.	1509	
for	debt.

SDSB,	122 297

91 Stokdall Thomas Yorkshire,	
Bainbridge

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1502 1502-10-19 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Stokdall	sought	sanctuary	on	18	Oct.	1502	
because,	on	14	Oct.	1494	in	the	town	of	Bainbridge,	he	had	hit	William	Strikkerd	on	
the	head	with	a	pikestaff,	from	which	blow	Strikkerd	died	three	days	later.	

SDSB,	36 82
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460 Stoke Edmund Lincolnshire,	
Coningsby

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1499 1499-04-05 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Stoke	sought	sanctuary	on	5	Apr.	[no	year	--	
but	previous	entry	1499],	for	debt.

SDSB,	146 405

779 Stokes John travellingma
n

M Church-taking,	
London,	St.	
Martin	Outwich

Taking	church 1397 1397-04-30 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	30	Apr.	1397	at	the	church	of	St.	Martin	Outwich	in	London	
that	Stokes	took	sanctuary	there.	He	confessed	to	coroner	that	he	had	feloniously	
killed	Nicholas	Wodyngton,	esquire,	with	a	poleax,	because	of	contumelious	words	
between	them.	At	a	coroner's	inquest	1	May	1397	over	Wodyngton's	body,	the	jurors	
give	the	same	verdict,	and	indicated	that	the	quarrel	was	about	money	Wodyngton	
owed	Stokes.	There	is	no	indication	on	either	record	that	he	abjured.	In	1402	Stokes	
appeared	before	King's	Bench	and	the	acknowledgement	of	his	felony	was	used	to	
give	him	a	sentence	of	death,	but	the	king,	through	his	sergeant-at-arms	John	
Herteshorn,	commanded	the	justices	not	to	proceed	to	execution	and	instead	
pardoned	him.	

TNA,	KB	9/178,	mm.	40-41;	
KB	27/566,	rex	m.	8;	CPR	
Hen.	IV,	1401-05,	167

707

1523 Stokes John London	 sawyer M Church-taking,	
Berkshire,	
Reading	Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary
Taking	church

Southampt
on

1483 1483-06-12 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	at	Reading,	within	the	liberty	of	the	abbot	of	Reading,	
on	12	June	1483,	Stokes	took	the	parish	church	of	St.	Mary,	Reading,	and	confessed	to	
the	coroner	that	on	17	June	1482	he	had	committed	a	robbery	at	St.	Ives,	Hunts.	He	
abjured.	He	must	subsequently	have	been	caught	in	the	realm,	as	a	note	on	the	
memorandum	indicates	that	he	was	hanged	in	Easter	term	1484.

TNA,	KB	9/366,	m.	8 1341

780 Stokfyssh Herman London	 Dutchman M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1394 1394-12-01 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	in	the	parish	of	St.	Martin	Orgar	in	London	on	1	Dec.	1394,	over	the	
body	of	Nicholas	Clarebount	of	Bruges.	The	jurors	found	that	Clarebount	was	killed	in	
a	tavern	fight	at	the	King's	Head,	near	London	bridge,	when	Angelo	Lettere	and	
Herman	Stokfyssh	beat	him	to	death	following	a	quarrel	over	a	"frowe."	Stokfyssh	
fled	to	Westminster	following	the	incident.	In	May	1395,	he	presented	a	pardon	at	
King's	Bench.

TNA,	KB	9/173/2,	mm.	32-
33;	KB	27/536,	rex	m.	20d;	
McSheffrey,	SS,	27-28,	33

708

257 Stokow John Northumberla
nd,	
Newbrough

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1518 1518-05-27 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Stokow	sought	sanctuary	on	27	May	1518	
because	on	3	Jun.	1517	he	lethally	struck	Robert	Ordeley	at	Nunbush,	Newbrough	
parish,	with	a	dagger,	giving	him	a	wound	from	which	he	immediately	died.

SDSB,	79 213

513 Ston William Northamptons
hire,	
Peterborough

dyer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1493 1493-03-26 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Ston	sought	sanctuary	on	26	Mar.	1493	for	
debt.

SDSB,	156 454
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1719 Stone John Dorset,	
Bridport

smith M Church-taking,	
Dorset,	Bridport	
St.	John's	chapel

Taking	church
Abjuration

Weymouth 1512 1512-05-18 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	18	May	1512	at	Bridport	over	the	body	of	John	Smyth	of	Bridport,	
shoemaker.	Jurors	reported	that	on	that	same	day	Stone	had	assaulted	and	killed	
him,	and	as	soon	as	he	committed	the	felony	he	fled	to	the	jurisdiction	of	the	chapel	
of	St.	John	in	Bridport.	On	the	same	day	in	the	chapel,	the	coroner	asked	Stone	why	
he	claimed	sanctuary,	and	he	confessed	that	he	had	killed	John	Smyth	and	abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/964,	m.	34 1502

910 Stone William Middlesex,	
Westminster

yeoman M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1520 1520-10-30 Felony In	Hillary	term	1521,	Westminster	jurors	presented	at	King's	Bench	that	Wyx,	
Loksmyth,	Stone,	and	Hastyngis,	on	30	Oct.	1520	took	sanctuary	as	"the	king's	felons,"	
being	registered	there	for	those	felonies.	They	stayed	there	until	11	Nov.	1520,	when	
with	the	intention	of	committing	robbery	and	murder	they	left	the	sanctuary	and	on	
12	Nov.	at	night	they	broke	into	the	house	of	John	Bisshop,	chaplain,	at	Kingsbury,	
Midd.,	stealing	a	large	range	of	household	objects,	including	a	missal,	two	bows	and	
two	arrows,	and	a	good	deal	of	linen	and	plate,	worth	33	s	d,	along	with	50s	in	
money.	George	Pepper	of	Kingsbury,	chaplain	and	William	Wrenche	of	Kingsbury,	
yeoman	had	on	11	Nov.	at	Westminster	feloniously	procured	them	to	commit	the	
felony.	Thomas	Wrexham	of	Westminster,	yeoman,	and	William	Broun	of	
Westminster,	smith,	received	them	afterwards,	knowing	that	they	had	committed	the	
felony.	(Wrexham,	ID	#912,	appeared	at	King's	Bench	and	pleaded	sanctuary,	and	was	
restored;	no	record	found	for	fate	of	Wyx,	Loksmyth,	Stone,	and	Hastyngis,	although	
as	Wrexham	was	dragged	from	the	sanctuary	to	face	this	charge	it	does	not	seem	
likely	they	returned	to	Westminster.)

TNA,	KB	9/483	mm.	16-18;	
KB	27/1040,	rex	m.	15

816

197 Stones John Yorkshire,	
Pontefract

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1512 1512-12-14 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Stones	sought	sanctuary	on	14	Dec.	1512	
because	on	2	Sept.	1512,	after	Christopher	Laver	had	assaulted	him	near	Pontefract	in	
Yorkshire,	he	struck	back,	nearly	cutting	off	his	head	from	his	body	and	killing	him	
immediately.

SDSB,	63 163

1069 Stoughton John Surrey,	Stoke	
by	Guildford

gentleman M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 1533-03-04 Homicide Accessory Coroner's	inquest	4	Mar.	1533	in	the	parish	of	St.	Sepulchre,	London,	over	the	body	of	
John	Ode	alias	Wode,	serjeant	of	the	mace.	The	jurors	reported	that	on	28	Feb.	1533,	
Cornwall	assaulted	him,	with	prepensed	malice,	and	gave	him	a	wound	from	which	
Ode	perished	on	3	Mar.	John	Stoughton,	son	of	Gilbert	Stoughton,	was	named	as	
having	aided	and	abetted	Cornwall.	The	jurors	reported	that	both	Cornwall	and	
Stoughton	fled	to	sanctuary	at	Westminster,	and	the	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	
census	duly	lists	them	both	as	having	entered	about	early	March,	for	murder.	
Margaret	Ode,	the	victim's	wife,	appealed	them	both	for	the	murder,	but	her	suit	
evidently	did	not	proceed,	as	Cornwall	was	issued	a	pardon	in	May	1534.	There	is	no	
indication	of	what	happened	to	Stoughton.

TNA,	KB	9/523,	mm.	105-6;	
KB	27/1087,	plea	m.	17;	KB	
27/1105,	rex	m.	2;	TNA,	KB	
29/166,	m.	i,	1.

948

1429 Strangwayes William M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1534 Sir	Giles	Strangways	writes	to	Cromwell	9	Apr.	1534	about	other	matters,	and	adds	a	
note	asking	Cromwell	to	"remember"	his	kinsman	William,	in	sanctuary	at	
Westminster,	for	his	pardon.	"It	will	be	a	sufficient	example	to	him	to	behave	
henceforth	as	a	true	man."

TNA,	SP	1/83,	fol.	83	(L&P,	
7:196)

1263

1685 Stroder Thomas M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 Debt In	a	Chancery	bill	datable	1533-38,	John	Jakes	complains	that	the	bailiff	of	the	abbot's	
liberty	in	Westminster,	William	Holmes,	took	a	bribe	to	allow	Stroder	to	escape	arrest	
for	debt	and	take	sanctuary.

TNA,	C	1/831/19 1466

1012 Strudar Thomas Northumberla
nd,	Duddon

gentleman M Church-taking,	
Yorkshire,	
Colthorpe[?]

Taking	church
Abjuration

Kingston	
upon	Hull

1528 1528-05-12 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	at	Colthorpe,	Yorks.,	on	12	May	1528,	Strudar	took	the	
parish	church	of	Colthorpe,	and	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	he	had	stolen	a	horse	
on	9	May	1528	at	Stamford	Bridge,	Yorks.	He	abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/508,	m.	133 911

287 Stubs Miles Yorkshire,	
Ripon

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1519 1519-12-22 Debt Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Stubs	sought	sanctuary	on	22	Dec.	1519	for	
debt.

SDSB,	87;	Fowler,	"Sanctuary	
Records,"	316

236

824 Sturge Ralph Lincolnshire,	
Pinchbeck

M Church-taking,	
Middlesex,	
Edmonton

Taking	church
Abjuration

Dover 1447 1447-06-03 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	dated	3	Jun.	1447	that	Sturge	took	the	church	of	Edmonton	
and	confessed	that	on	27	May	last	at	London	in	the	parish	of	St.	Sepulchre,	he	had	
stolen	a	maser	worth	33s	4d.	He	abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/256,	m.	101 750
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937 Style John Devon,	
Tiverton

baker M Church-taking,	
Somerset,	
Taunton,	Priory	
of	SS	Peter	and	
Paul

Taking	church
Abjuration

Lyme	Regis 1520 1520-06-27 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	27	Jun.	1520	Style	fled	from	the	house	of	[...]	
Andrewe	of	Taunton,	Somerset,	dyer,	to	the	church	of	the	priory	of	the	blessed	Peter	
and	Paul	in	Taunton,	for	sanctuary.	He	called	for	the	coroner,	to	whom	he	confessed	
that	on	12	Jun.	1520	he	had	broken	into	the	home	of	Richard	Underdowne	of	
Broadclyst,	Devon,	and	robbed	him	of	gowns	and	amber	beads.	He	abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/482,	m.	33 835

1812 Styward Nicholas Norfolk,	
Norwich

merchant M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

nd Debt In	an	undated	chancery	bill	(with	no	address),	Styward	complains	that	he	left	a	
tenement	in	Norwich	in	the	hands	of	John	Erlham,	merchant	of	Norwich,	when	he	
went	into	sanctuary	at	Westminster,	and	now	that	Erlham	is	deceased	he	cannot	
recover	it	from	Erlham's	executor.

TNA,	C	1/73/130 1586

697 Subdavid Thomas North	Wales,	
Anglesey

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1528 1528-08-24 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Subdavid	sought	sanctuary	on	24	Aug.	1528	
for	debt.

SDSB,	194 628

989 Sulby Thomas Cheshire,	
Bunbury

yeoman M Church-taking,	
Buckinghamshir
e,	Edlesborough

Taking	church
Abjuration

Dover 1526 1526-09-23 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	at	Edlesborough,	Bucks.,	that	Sulby	took	the	church	of	
Edlesborough	on	23	Sept.	1526,	confessing	that	on	20	Sept.	1526	he	had	stolen	some	
cloth,	a	sword,	a	shield,	etc.	from	an	unknown	man	at	Edlesborough.	He	abjured	on	
23	Sept.	and	was	assigned	Dover.	Another	abjuration	was	made	the	same	day	from	
the	same	church	by	Anthony	Danyell	(ID	#990),	likely	involving	same	felony.	They	
were	assigned	different	ports.

TNA,	KB	9/504,	m.	48 886

1494 Sutton John Hertfordshire,	
Thrapston[?]

draper M Church-taking,	
Surrey,	Lambeth	
St.	Mary

Taking	church
Abjuration

Southampt
on

1427 1427-07-21 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	that	Sutton	took	church	at	Lambeth	St.	Mary	on	21	July	
1427,	and	confessed	the	murder	of	Thomas	Wyte,	labourer,	at	Baldock,	Herts.,	on	20	
Mar.	1427.	Abjured	25	July	1427.

TNA,	KB	9/224,	m.	196	 1316

593 Sutton John Buckinghamsh
ire,	Dunton

husbandman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1522 1522-12-15 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Sutton,	of	"Dunnington"	(Dunton?),	sought	
sanctuary	on	15	Dec.	1522	for	debt.

SDSB,	173 526

1753 Sutton Robert Lincolnshire,	
Barton-upon-
Humber

gunner M Church-taking,	
Yorkshire,	
Sneaton

Taking	church
Abjuration

Kingston	
upon	Hull

1526 1526-11-20 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	on	20	Nov.	1526	at	Sneaton,	Yorks.,	that	Sutton	took	the	
parish	church	at	Sneaton	and	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	10	Oct.	1526	at	
Kyldale	in	the	North	Riding	he	had	stolen	a	horse	from	an	unknown	man.	He	abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/973,	m.	82;	KB	
29/159,	m.	3

1531

184 Swake Peter Yorkshire,	
Catton

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1510 1510-12-23 Homicide Accessory Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Peter	Swake	and	Roland	Dale	of	Calton	
[Catton?],	Yorkshire,	came	to	Durham	on	23	Dec.	1510	because	about	25	Nov.	1510	
they	were	present	when	Richard	Horsley	of	Catton	was	taken	from	his	mother's	
house	in	Catton	to	a	field,	where	he	received	several	wounds	from	which	blood	
flowed,	and	from	these	wounds	he	died	about	a	month	later.	They	were	present	
when	he	received	the	fatal	wounds	and	thus	fear	indictment	as	accessories.

SDSB,	59 151

1571 Swanton John Surrey,	
Alkham

yeoman M Church-taking,	
Surrey,	Ewell

Taking	church 1507 1507-02-28 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	report	2	Mar.	1507	at	Alkham,	Kent,	over	the	body	of	John	Stace	of	
the	parish	of	Alkham,	carpenter.	Jurors	report	that	Swanton	attacked	Stace	on	28	Feb.	
1507	around	6	pm,	from	premeditated	malice,	giving	him	a	mortal	blow	from	which	
he	died	on	1	Mar.	Afterwards	Swanton	immediately	fled	to	the	parish	church	of	Ewell	
and	took	sanctuary.	A	note	on	the	indictment	indicates	that	Swanton	was	in	the	
Marshalsea	by	Michaelmas	1507.

TNA,	KB	9/446,	m.	59 1373

890 Swayne Walter Shropshire,	
Newport

yeoman M Church-taking,	
Gloucestershire,	
Gloucester,	St.	
Mary

Taking	church
Abjuration

Southampt
on

1511 1511-03-06 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	6	Mar.	1511	Walter	Swayne	took	the	church	of	St.	
Mary	of	Lanthon	by	Gloucester,	confessing	that	on	2	Mar.	1510	he	had	broken	in	to	
the	house	of	John	Coole	at	"Rokynton"	(Uckington?),	Gloucs.,	and	stolen	40s	in	a	
chest.	He	abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/458,	m.	83 800

1408 Swyfte Richard M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 1533-05-24 Homicide Also	felony In	the	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Swyfte	was	named	as	having	entered	for	
murder	and	felony,	about	a	week	before	(~24	May	1533).

TNA,	SP	1/238,	fols.	72-73 1242
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1085 Sybbell Thomas London	 gentleman M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1542 1542-04-26 Homicide Self-defence Coroner's	inquest	in	the	bishop	of	Winchester's	liberty	in	Southwark,	26	Apr.	1542,	
over	the	body	of	Humphrey	Taylour	of	London,	yeoman.	The	jurors	found	that	Sybbell	
killed	Taylour	in	self-defence	when	Taylour	attacked	him	in	a	furious	rage.	Sybbell	
then	fled	to	Westminster	to	take	the	privilege	of	the	church	there.	In	June	1542,	
Sybbell	gave	himself	up	to	the	custody	of	the	Marshal	of	the	Marshalsea,	and	in	
November	he	appeared	in	court	and	presented	a	pardon,	dated	3	Nov.	1542.

TNA,	KB	9/551,	mm.	31-32;	
KB	27/1124,	rex	m.	6;	TNA,	
KB	29/175,	m.	13,	m.	17d	

957

1426 Sybronde William servant M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 Security In	a	petition	submitted	to	Thomas	Cromwell	as	one	of	the	king's	council,	Sybronde,	
who	had	been	servant	to	Sir	Robert	Wingfield,	knight,	claimed	that	he	had	been	
robbed	of	£46	of	his	master's	money,	and	then	fled	to	sanctuary	for	fear	of	"his	
master's	cruelty,"	as	he	took	with	him	into	the	sanctuary	£10	with	which	to	support	
himself.	He	seeks	Cromwell's	help	intervening	with	his	master.

TNA,	SP	2/o,	fol.	105r	(L&P,	
6:657)

1260

1059 Symcok James Yorkshire,	
York

freemason M Church-taking,	
Yorkshire,	York,	
St.	Peter

Taking	church 1531 1531-10-07 Homicide Accessory Coroner's	inquest	at	York	on	19	Oct.	1531	over	the	body	of	Anthony	Maunsell,	
gentleman.	The	jurors	reported	that	Thomas	Benson	of	York,	freemason	(ID	#1058),	
and	James	Symcok	of	York,	freemason	(ID	#1059),	had	assaulted	Maunsell	on	7	Oct.	
1531	between	9	and	10pm,	"without	having	God	before	their	eyes,	with	malice."	
Benson	gave	him	the	wound	from	which	he	died,	with	Symcok	as	accessory.	They	
both	fled	afterwards	to	the	cemetery	of	St.	Peter	in	York.	At	the	York	assizes	in	Lent	
1532	Symcok	was	acquitted.	

TNA,	KB	9/519,	m.	133-34 945

453 Symonde Richard Yorkshire,	
Kingston	upon	
Hull

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1498 1498-10-14 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Symonde	sought	sanctuary	on	14	Oct.	1498	
for	debt.

SDSB,	144 398

598 Sympson John Yorkshire,	
Speeton

husbandman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1517 1517-07-06 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Sympson	sought	sanctuary	on	6	Jul.	1517	for	
the	homicide	of	Richard	Robynson.

SDSB,	174 530

1235 Sympson William goldsmith M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1492 Debt Named	in	George	Jeneweys'	[ID	#1233]	Chancery	suit	with	date	range	1487-1500;	
Jeneweys	claimed	he	was	imprisoned	in	"the	Toure"	in	the	sanctuary	at	St.	Martin's	
for	4	days	at	behest	of	William	Horne,	goldsmith,	who	dwelled	in	sanctuary,	and	that	
Sympson,	another	sanctuary	man,	was	persuaded	by	Horne	to	sue	Jeneweys	for	
trespass	also.	That	Sympson	was	in	sanctuary	for	debt	is	surmised.	A	date	of	1492	
assigned	for	sorting	purposes.

TNA,	C	1/143/11 1083

1409 Syms Nicholas M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 1533-05-10 Homicide Self-defence In	the	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Syms	was	named	as	having	entered	for	
murder	in	his	own	defence,	about	three	weeks	before	(~10	May	1533).

TNA,	SP	1/238,	fols.	72-73 1243

113 Symson John Yorkshire,	
Arkle	Town

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1505 1505-03-26 Homicide Self-defence Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Symson	sought	sanctuary	on	26	Mar.	1505	
because,	in	his	own	defence,	he	struck	Laura	Payok	on	the	head	with	a	club	on	25	
Mar.	1505,	outside	the	cemetery	(in	Arkle	Town?).	From	the	blow,	she	died	
immediately.	(This	is	an	unusual	claim	of	self-defence	against	a	female	attacker.)

SDSB,	41 99

1071 Symson John Middlesex,	
Clerkenwell,	
St.	John's	
Street

butcher M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 1533-12-26 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	on	27	Dec.	1533	at	St.	John's	Street,	Clerkenwell,	Middlesex,	over	
the	body	of	Thomas	Dekers	alias	Dekewest.	The	jurors	reported	that	on	26	Dec.	1533	
Symson	had	feloniously	stabbed	Dekers	with	a	dagger,	at	Cowcross	on	St.	John's	
Street,	giving	him	a	wound	from	which	he	immediately	died.	Symson	then	fled	to	
sanctuary	at	St.	Peter's,	Westminster.

TNA,	KB	9/527,	m.	46 950

505 Symson William Leicestershire,	
Skeffington

yeoman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1490 1490-07-23 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Symson	sought	sanctuary	on	23	Jul.	1490	for	
the	homicide	of	Thomas	Nute	also	of	Skeffington,	killed	that	same	day	with	a	
pitchfork.

SDSB,	155 446

1354 Symson William M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 Asportation In	the	1532	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Symson	was	named	as	having	entered	for	
"robbynge	and	spoylynge	of	diverse	churches	and	other	persons,"	and	there	is	a	
pointing	hand	marking	out	this	entry.

TNA,	SP	1/70,	fol.	133 1188
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1274 Synger Alexander Middlesex,	
Westminster

yeoman M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1494 1494-02-04 Treason Five	men	—	Thomas	Bagnall,	John	Heth,	John	Skotte,	John	Kenyngton,	and	Alexander	
Synger	—	were	accused	before	an	oyer	and	terminer	session	22	Feb.	1495	of	using	
the	sanctuary	of	St.	Martin	le	Grand	as	a	base	from	which	to	write	and	disseminate	
treasonous	bills	in	support	of	Perkin	Warbeck	and	against	the	king.	Although	Synger's	
name	drops	from	the	record	(perhaps	dying	in	prison),	the	other	four	were	brought	
before	King’s	Bench.	Heth,	Skotte,	and	Kenyngton	pleaded	not	guilty,	but	were	found	
guilty	and	sentenced	to	a	traitor’s	death.	Bagnall,	on	the	other	hand,	pleaded	
sanctuary,	apparently	successfully.

TNA,	KB	9/78,	mm.	8-9,	19,	
20-21;	KB	27/931,	rex	m.	6;	
KB	15/42,	fols.	73r-75r;	
Great	Chronicle	of	London,	
250

706

694 Synger John Northamptons
hire,	King's	
Cliffe

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1501 1501-06-28 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Synger	sought	sanctuary	on	28	Jun.	1501	for	
debt.

SDSB,	134 625

899 Synoklere William Devon,	
Strokland[?]

clerk M Beaulieu Chartered	
Sanctuary

1513 1513-08-19 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	report	at	Durweston,	Dorset,	on	19	Aug.	1513,	over	the	body	of	
Henry	Byby.	Jurors	reported	that	on	18	Aug.	1513	William	Synoklere	and	John	Taylour	
alias	a	Kent	met	Byby	on	the	king's	road	and	attacked	him,	so	that	he	died	the	
following	day	at	Durweston.	Immediately	following	Synoklere	and	Taylour	fled	to	
"Bowly."	

TNA,	KB	9/464,	m.	61 808

1410 Sysstern John M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 Debt In	the	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Sysstern	was	named	as	having	entered	for	
debt.

TNA,	SP	1/238,	fols.	72-73 1244

1788 Tadlowe George London	 haberdasher,	
MP

M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1535 Debt George	Tadlowe's	biography	as	an	MP	in	the	History	of	Parliament	notes	that	in	1535	
he	took	sanctuary	at	Westminster	for	debt,	due	to	money	problems	with	his	import	
business	based	in	Bordeaux	(wine	and	haberdashery),	exacerbated	by	shipwrecks.	He	
reached	an	agreement	with	his	creditors	while	he	was	in	sanctuary	(although	he	later	
argued	that	the	agreement	had	been	breached	by	one	of	the	creditors).	He	went	on	
to	a	prosperous	career,	sitting	as	MP	in	Edward's	and	Mary's	reigns.

Patricia	Hyde,	"Tadlowe,	
George,"	HPO.

1563

56 Tailbos William Yorkshire,	
Ravensworth

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1493 1493-03-01 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Tailbos	sought	sanctuary	on	1	Mar.	1493	
because	on	the	previous	26	Feb.	he	had	struck	Hugh	Herkay	of	East	Layton,	Yorks.,	
with	a	small	stick,	killing	him.	He	"instanter,	instantius	et	instantissime"	sought	
immunity.

SDSB,	22-23 51

1464 Taillor John Norfolk,	
Norwich

crossbowma
ker

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1511 1511-04-08 Debt Thornley's	correction	to	SDSB	includes	the	entry	of	Taillor	to	Beverley	on	8	April	1511	
for	debt.

Thornley,	"Sanctuary	
Registers	at	Beverley,"	395

1295

1765 Taillour Edward Hertfordshire,	
Ware

tailor M Church-taking,	
Hertfordshire,	
Ware	St.	Mary

Taking	church
Abjuration

Hull 1416 1416-09-10 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	10	Sept.	1416	two	men	of	Ware,	William	Scarburgh	
and	Edward	Taillour,	both	tailors,	fled	to	their	parish	church	and	confessed	to	the	
coroner	that	several	days	before	they	had	lain	in	wait	and	killed	John	Hoke	of	London	
just	outside	Ware.	Both	abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/994,	m.	35 1540

516 Taillour Henry Yorkshire,	
Sutton	upon	
Derwent

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1493 1493-04-17 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Taillour	sought	sanctuary	on	17	Apr.	1493	for	
the	death	of	William	Vasour	of	Newton	in	the	parish	of	Wilberfoss,	whom	he	killed	on	
11	Apr.	1493	in	a	field	at	Sutton,	with	a	dagger.

SDSB,	157 457

364 Taillour Thomas Hertfordshire,	
Taddington[?]

butcher M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1510 1510-12-23 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Taillour	sought	sanctuary	on	23	Dec.	1510	for	
the	homicide	of	Lewen	Glene	killed	lately	at	Teddington.

SDSB,	125 312

626 Tailor John Lincolnshire,	
Skillington

tailor M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1519 1519-02-11 Felony Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Tailor	sought	sanctuary	on	11	Feb.	1519	for	
felony.

SDSB,	179;	Thornley,	
"Sanctuary	Registers	at	
Beverley,"	397

557

704 Tailor Robert Yorkshire,	
Stamford	
Bridge

weaver M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1519 1519-04-11 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Tailor	sought	sanctuary	on	11	Apr.	1519	for	
debt.

SDSB,	196 635

377 Tailour John Yorkshire,	
Beverley

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1514 1514-03-05 Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	John	Tailour	sought	sanctuary	on	5	Mar.	
1514	for	security	of	his	person.

SDSB,	128 325
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729 Talbot Humphre
y

Lancashire,	
Preston

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 1532-01-24 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Talbot	took	sanctuary	on	24	Jan.	1532	for	the	
death	of	Robert	Boldyshe,	and	for	the	"cutt"	of	a	staff	[theft?].

SDSB,	200 658

1291 Talbot Thomas M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1525 Homicide A	"certificate"	of	"persons	within	St.	Martin's	sanctuary,"	dated	13	Feb.	1525,	lists	
Thomas	Talbot,	"Seintuary	man,"	lodging	in	Bland's	Alley,	having	taken	sanctuary	for	
murder.

TNA,	SP	1/33,	fol.	148	(L&P,	
4/1:473)

1126

1566 Tappe Thomas Surrey,	
Southwark

yeoman M Church-taking,	
London,	St.	
Martin	in	the	
Vintry

Taking	church 1506 1506-11-13 Felony Also	assault At	gaol	delivery	at	Guildford	Castle,	Southwark,	Surrey,	on	15	Feb.	1507,	Tappe	was	
brought	before	the	court	on	indictments	for	"diverse	felonies"	and	for	the	assault	and	
robbery	of	John	Orby	at	Southwark	on	11	Nov.	1506.	He	pleaded	sanctuary,	saying	
that	he	had	taken	the	church	of	St.	Martin	le	Vintry	in	London	on	13	Nov.	1506,	but	
was	violently	extracted	from	there	by	unknown	men	and	asked	to	be	restored;	he	
refused	to	plead	to	the	felony.	He	was	remitted	to	prison	while	the	justices	
considered	the	matter.	The	King's	Bench	controlment	rolls	indicate	that	his	plea	(on	
sanctuary?	on	the	felony?)	was	to	be	put	to	a	jury	in	Hillary	1508	but	no	outcome	is	
recorded.

TNA,	KB	9/445,	m.	87;	KB	
29/136,	m.	33d

1368

854 Tasse	alias	
Cook

Thomas Hertfordshire,	
Stanstead	St.	
Margaret's

yeoman M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1489 1489-05-09 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	9	May	1489	in	the	parish	of	St.	Sepulchre,	London,	over	the	body	of	
Richard	Broun	of	London.	The	jurors	said	Tasse	attacked	Broun	on	8	May	in	St.	
Sepulchre's	parish,	with	malice	aforethought.	Tasse	stabbed	him	in	the	stomach	with	
a	knife	called	a	hanger	and	he	immediately	died.	Afterwards	Tasse	fled	to	St.	Martin	le	
Grand	with	the	knife.	The	jurors	also	say	that	John	Colt	[noted	on	the	bill	as	in	custody	
in	the	Marshalsea]	also	of	Stanstead,	esquire,	had	on	that	8	May	feloniously	helped	
and	abetted	Tasse.	The	writ	calling	this	up	to	King's	Bench	was	dated	26	June	1489.

TNA,	KB	9/382,	mm.	53-54 766

40 Taylleȝour Alexander Northumberla
nd,	Newcastle	
upon	Tyne

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1490 1490-01-13 Homicide Self-defence Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Taylleȝour	sought	sanctuary	on	13	Jan.	1490	
because	about	a	week	earlier	in	Newcastle	near	Cale	Cross,	he	stabbed	Thomas	
Smyth	in	the	chest,	in	his	own	defence,	from	which	wound	Smyth	died	that	same	day.

SDSB,	15 35

1531 Tayllour John Worcestershir
e,	Little	
Inkberrow

son	of	
Richard	
Tayllour

M Westminster	
Abbey	
dependency:	
Knowle,	
Warwickshire

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1492 1492-07-24 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	24	Jul.	1492	at	Great	Inkberrow,	Worcs.,	over	the	body	of	Thomas	
Mershe	of	Little	Inkberrow.	Jurors	found	that	John	Tayllour	and	Robert	Tayllour,	both	
sons	of	Richard	Tayllour,	husbandman,	also	of	Little	Inkberrow,	had	on	5	Jul.	1492	
broken	into	Thomas	Mershe's	close	and	assaulted	and	beaten	him	with	a	"battestaff,"	
killing	him.	Afterwards	they	fled	to	the	"privilege	or	liberty	of	the	town	of	Knowle	in	
Warwickshire."	No	one	aided	or	abetted	them.	Notes	on	the	report	indicate	that	the	
record	was	sent	up	to	King's	Bench	on	2	May	1493	and	that	both	brothers	were	in	the	
Marshalsea.	In	Easter	term	1495,	the	two	went	sine	die	because	the	indictment	was	
defective	(it	failed	to	indicate	the	place,	county,	and	trade	of	the	two	brothers,	those	
details	being	indicated	for	their	father	but	not	for	them).

TNA,	KB	9/397,	m.	21;	KB	
27/935,	rex	m.	3d

1347

1532 Tayllour Robert Worcestershir
e,	Little	
Inkberrow

singleman,	
son	of	
Richard	
Tayllour

M Westminster	
Abbey	
dependency:	
Knowle,	
Warwickshire

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1492 1492-07-24 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	24	Jul.	1492	at	Great	Inkberrow,	Worcs.,	over	the	body	of	Thomas	
Mershe	of	Little	Inkberrow.	Jurors	found	that	John	Tayllour	and	Robert	Tayllour,	both	
sons	of	Richard	Tayllour,	husbandman,	also	of	Little	Inkberrow,	had	on	5	Jul.	1492	
broken	into	Thomas	Mershe's	close	and	assaulted	and	beaten	him	with	a	"battestaff,"	
killing	him.	Afterwards	they	fled	to	the	"privilege	or	liberty	of	the	town	of	Knowle	in	
Warwickshire."	No	one	aided	or	abetted	them.	Notes	on	the	report	indicate	that	the	
record	was	sent	up	to	King's	Bench	on	2	May	1493	and	that	both	brothers	were	in	the	
Marshalsea.	In	Easter	term	1495,	the	two	went	sine	die	because	the	indictment	was	
defective	(it	failed	to	indicate	the	place,	county,	and	trade	of	the	two	brothers,	those	
details	being	indicated	for	their	father	but	not	for	them).

TNA,	KB	9/397,	m.	21;	KB	
27/935,	rex	m.	3d
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126 Taylor William Yorkshire,	
[Rumoldkirk?]

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1505 1505-06-01 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Cuthbert	Appleby,	John	Appleby	of	
"Cornepath,"	William	Taylor,	and	Ralph	Bell	sought	sanctuary	on	1	Jun.	1505,	and	that	
John	Appleby	of	Cotherstone	came	on	16	Jun.	1505.	They	all	sought	asylum	for	the	
same	homicide,	of	Christopher	Smythson	alias	Wilson	of	the	parish	of	Runmow	near	
Hunderthwaite	dike,	on	19	Mar.	1505,	which	was	occasioned	by	his	attack	on	them.	
They	struck	him	on	the	head	and	in	the	middle	of	the	thigh	with	a	pikestaff	and	an	
arrow,	killing	him,	John	Appleby	(III)	of	Cotherstone	admitting	that	he	struck	the	blow	
to	the	head.	This	homicide	must	have	been	related	to	the	death	of	William	Wilson,	for	
which	several	other	Applebys	had	sought	sanctuary	at	the	end	of	Mar.	1505	(see	ID	
#114-117).

SDSB,	43 103

1135 Taylor	alias	
Clerk

John London	 yeoman M Westminster	
Abbey	
dependency:	
Essex,	
Easterford	("The	
Bell")

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1513 1513-05-24 Asportation John	Taylor	alias	Clerk	and	John	Dykson	were	both	indicted	alnog	with	other	men	in	
Trinity	term	1513	because	on	17	May	1513	they	had	burglarized	the	house	of	Hugh	
Warberton	of	Kensington	and	stole	goods	and	money	worth	46s	8d.	When	asked	how	
they	pleaded,	Taylor	pleaded	that	he	was	a	privileged	man,	because	on	24	May	he	
and	Dykson	had	sought	the	privilege	at	the	Bell	at	Easterford*.	They	were	seized	from	
there	and	taken	to	Colchester	gaol.	Dykson	pleaded	not	guilty	to	the	felony,	but	when	
asked	further	how	he	responded	he	said	that	he	held	to	his	privilege	and	otherwise	
would	say	nothing.	The	king's	attorney	said	these	pleas	were	insufficient	in	law.	When	
they	insisted	upon	their	sanctuary	pleas,	the	court	ruled	that	they	were	to	be	taken	to	
the	Marshalsea	and	given	peine	forte	et	dure.		*NB:	Although	there	is	no	indication	of	
this	on	the	plea	roll,	Easterford	was	a	property	of	Westminster	Abbey.

TNA,	KB	27/1008,	rex	m.	17 1001

900 Taylour	alias	
a	Kent

John labourer M Beaulieu Chartered	
Sanctuary

1513 1513-08-19 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	report	at	Durweston,	Dorset,	on	19	Aug.	1513,	over	the	body	of	
Henry	Byby.	Jurors	reported	that	on	18	Aug.	1513	William	Synoklere	and	John	Taylour	
alias	a	Kent	met	Byby	on	the	king's	road	and	attacked	him,	so	that	he	died	the	
following	day	at	Durweston.	Immediately	following	Synoklere	and	Taylour	fled	to	
"Bowly."	

TNA,	KB	9/464,	m.	61 808

292 Tempest Roger Yorkshire,	
Bradford

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1522 1522-10-21 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Tempest	sought	sanctuary	on	21	Oct.	1522	
because	on	21	Apr.	1518	at	Brighouse,	he	struck	Thomas	Longley	of	Heton	on	the	leg	
with	a	sword,	giving	him	a	wound	from	which	he	died	the	following	day.	

SDSB,	89 241

101 Tempill William Durham,	
Barforth

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1503 1503-10-07 Homicide Self-defence Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Tempill	sought	sanctuary	on	7	Oct.	1503	
because,	after	Christopher	Slynger	of	Barforth	assaulted	him	on	1	Oct.,	he	struck	
Slynger	in	the	stomach	with	a	dagger	in	his	own	defence.	He	believed	that	Slynger	
died	from	the	blow.

SDSB,	38-39 91

283 Tenant Robert Yorkshire,	
Ripon

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1519 1519-08-28 Asportation Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Tenant	sought	sanctuary	because	he	was	in	
danger	from	the	earl	of	Northumberland	regarding	accounts	for	which	he	had	to	
answer	to	various	of	the	earl's	servants	who	came	to	him	at	Ripon	to	make	inquiry.	
He	was	examined	at	Ripon	in	the	chapter	house	of	the	monastery,	in	the	presence	of	
Master	Newman,	the	president	of	the	chapter.	He	asks	that	the	books	be	delivered	to	
him	in	the	sanctuary	precinct	so	that	he	could	"perfect	them,"	and	thus	make	account	
to	the	earl.	(Unclear	if	he	fears	prosecution	for	debt	or	embezzlement;	the	latter	is	
guessed	here.)

SDSB,	86;	Fowler,	"Sanctuary	
Records,"	315

232

762 Tennant Austin Yorkshire,	
Kingston	upon	
Hull

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1535 1535-12-23 Homicide Also	felony Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Tennant	sought	sanctuary	on	23	Dec.	1535	
for	felony	and	murder.

SDSB,	207-8 691
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849 Terry John Shropshire,	
Hopton

yeoman M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1486 1486-03-12 Homicide Both	a	coroner's	inquest	report	(dated	12	Mar.	1486)	and	a	Middlesex	indictment	
named	Roger	Pole,	John	Denys,	John	Terry,	and	Thomas	Heyton,	all	of	Hopton,	
Shropshire,	for	the	murder	of	Owen	ap	Reynold	alias	Owen	Glyndouere	at	
Westminster	on	12	Mar.	1486.	Richard	Corbet	of	Hopton,	knight,	was	indicted	for	
procuring	the	murder	on	that	same	day.	The	coroner's	inquest	report	indicates	that	
the	four	principals	fled	to	the	sanctuary	of	Westminster	immediately	following	the	
murder.	The	inquest	report	indicates	that	Roger	Pole,	John	Terry,	and	Richard	Corbet	
were	in	the	Marshalsea	by	Michaelmas	1487.	The	King's	Bench	records	for	that	term	
indicate	that	John	Terry,	as	of	3	Apr.	1487,	had	been	in	the	king's	prison	at	Chester	
and	he	appeared	before	King's	Bench	in	October	and	November	1487.	He	
acknowledged	his	guilt	on	the	indictment,	but	called	for	the	coroner	to	turn	approver	
(to	give	evidence	about	his	co-accused	to	mitigate	his	sentence).	The	king's	attorney	
said	that	the	king	had	told	him	orally	to	refuse	any	offer	by	Terry	to	turn	approver	on	
the	charges,	and	thus	Terry	was	to	be	hanged.	Richard	Corbet	on	the	other	hand	in	
the	same	term	presented	letters	from	the	king	warranting	that	the	charges	against	
him	were	false	and	he	went	sine	die.	(I	have	not	located	further	records	on	Roger	
Pole,	John	Denys,	or	Thomas	Heyton.)

TNA,	KB	9/370,	m.	55;	KB	
9/375,	mm.	45-46;	KB	
27/905,	rex	mm.	3,	11;	KB	
27/907,	rex	m.	14	

762

1743 Teryngton William Middlesex,	
Finchley

collarmaker M Church-taking,	
Hertfordshire,	
Hertford	All	
Saints

Taking	church
Abjuration

Great	
Yarmouth

1526 1526-11-23 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	on	23	Nov.	1526	at	Hertford,	that	Teryngton	took	the	
cemetery	of	the	parish	church	of	All	Hallows	in	Hertford.	Confessed	to	the	coroner	
that	together	with	John	Meryng	of	Northampton,	labourer,	on	8	Sept.	1526	on	the	
king's	road	by	Andover,	Wilts.,	he	had	assaulted	a	certain	unknown	man	and	tied	him	
up,	stealing	a	gold	ring	and	£8	6s	8d	in	money.	He	abjured	and	was	assigned	
Yarmouth.	Teryngton	was	part	of	a	group	of	nine	men	who	sought	churches	in	
Hertford	and	abjured,	all	on	the	same	day,	23	Nov.	1526;	they	came	from	different	
parts	of	England;	they	confessed	to	different	felonies;	and	they	were	all	assigned	
different	ports.	Eight	sought	St.	Mary's	parish	church	in	Hertford,	one	the	parish	
church	of	All	Hallows.	It	is	most	likely	they	had	all	broken	out	of	a	prison	together,	
perhaps	at	Hertford	castle.

TNA,	KB	9/973,	m.	60;	KB	
29/159,	m.	2

1521

803 Teverton Andrew Middlesex,	
Westminster,	
St.	Clement	
Danes

M Church-taking,	
Middlesex,	
Stepney

Taking	church 1423 1423-06-21 Felony Middlesex	jurors	presented	that	Andrew	Teverton	took	church	at	Stepney	for	diverse	
felonies	on	21	Jun.	1423,	but	that	immediately	John	and	Thomas	Barbour	of	St.	
Clement	Danes	"with	main	force"	took	Teverton	from	the	church	against	his	will.

TNA,	KB	9/218/2,	m.	30 729

809 Tewdemout
h

Robert Yorkshire,	
Leeds

M Church-taking,	
Middlesex,	?

Taking	church
Abjuration

Sandwich 1427 1427-05-04 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	4	May	1427	Tewdemouth	took	church	in	Middlesex	
(the	placename	is	illegible),	and	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	he	had	killed	his	
master	at	Newcastle.	He	abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/222/3,	m.	35 735

221 Thirklekelt Henry Cumbria,	
Lazonby

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1515 1515-11-05 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Thirklekelt	sought	sanctuary	on	5	Nov.	1515	
because	on	21	Oct.	1515	at	Lazonby,	he	mortally	struck	William	Pyxson	with	a	dagger	
in	the	chest,	killing	him	immediately.

SDSB,	70 186

207 Thistilthwait Christoph
er

Cumbria,	Dent M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1514 1514-12-12 Asportation Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Thistilthwait	sought	sanctuary	on	12	Dec.	
1514	because	-	by	the	persuasion	of	others,	and	together	with	those	other	people	-	
he	broke	into	John	Metkalf's	house	at	"Byrkridge,"	Wensleydale,	around	11	Nov.	
1514,	stealing	about	10	marks	worth	of	goods.

SDSB,	66 173

1163 Thlandith Morgan Middlesex,	
Westminster

M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1499 Trespass The	King's	Bench	controlment	rolls	contain	an	entry	for	the	outlawing	and	waiving	of	
a	number	of	men	and	women	in	Middlesex	in	Hillary	1500	for	various	unspecified	
trespasses	and	contempts,	including	Thlandith,	identified	as	a	sanctuary	man	of	
Westminster.	Unclear	when	he	took	sanctuary;	estimated	here	1499.

TNA,	KB	29/130,	m.	13d 1023

608 Thomas William Devon,	
Honiton

yeoman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1518 1518-05-31 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Thomas	sought	sanctuary	on	31	May	1518	
for	the	homicide	of	Richard	Powell.	

SDSB,	176 539
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745 Thomlynson Christoph
er

Nottinghamshi
re,	Newark	on	
Trent

glover M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 1533-12-10 Asportation Accessory;	
also	Escape	
from	gaol

Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Thomlynson	sought	sanctuary	on	10	Dec.	
1533	because	he	had	been	arrested	for	buying	three	yards	of	"suspect"	woolen	cloth	
from	an	unknown	man.	And	afterwards	he	was	led	to	the	king's	prison	at	Nottingham,	
and	then	and	there	Thomas	Clerk	of	Newark,	mercer,	acted	as	his	pledge	and	
"fidejussor,"	but	then	afterwards	he	feloniously	fled	from	Thomas's	custody.	
Christopher	Thomlynson	was	presumably	related	to	Thomas	Thomlynson	of	Newark,	
glover	(ID	#746),	seeking	sanctuary	five	days	later.

SDSB,	204 674

746 Thomlynson Thomas Nottinghamshi
re,	Newark	on	
Trent

glover M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 1533-12-15 Felony Also	debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Thomlynson	sought	sanctuary	on	15	Dec.	
1533	for	suspicion	of	felony,	and	debt.	Thomas	Thomlynson	was	presumably	related	
to	Christopher	Thomlynson	of	Newark	,	glover	(ID	#745),	who	sought	sanctuary	five	
days	before.

SDSB,	204 675

485 Thompson John Lincolnshire	 yeoman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1488 1488-07-14 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Thompson	sought	sanctuary	on	14	Jul.	1488	
because	he	killed	Robert	Tomson	of	"Kelbe,"	Lincolnshire,	with	a	sword	and	a	dagger.

SDSB,	151 427

395 Thompson John Yorkshire,	
Mowthorpe[?]

shepherd M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1513 1513-01-06 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Thompson	took	sanctuary	on	6	Jan.	1513	for	
the	homicide	of	William	Esteby.

SDSB,	132 341

438 Thompson Thomas Yorkshire,	
Stamford	
Bridge

labourer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1497 1497-07-08 Security Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Thompson	took	sanctuary	on	8	Jul.	1497	for	
security	of	his	body.

SDSB,	141 383

1498 Thomson John Kent,	
Stowetyng[?]

labourer M Church-taking,	
Essex,	Newport

Taking	church
Abjuration

Great	
Yarmouth

1431 1431-03-29 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	29	Mar.	1431	that	Thomson	took	church	at	Newport	and	
confessed	that	he	had	stolen	horses.	He	abjured,	but	must	have	subsequently	been	
caught	in	the	realm	as	the	indictment	notes	he	was	in	the	Marshalsea.

TNA,	KB	9/228/2,	m.	34 1319

151 Thomson Mark Yorkshire,	
Beverley

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1507 1507-08-24 Nonsuit	on	
Felony	
Prosecution

Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Thomson	sought	sanctuary	because	he	had	
pursued	William	Kyde	for	having	stolen	merchandise	from	him,	and	finding	him	he	
had	him	brought	to	the	king's	gaol	at	Nottingham	to	be	tried	as	a	felon,	providing	two	
pledges	(William	Johnson	of	Nottingham,	pinner,	and	N.	Hawden	of	Lukburgh,	Notts.,	
yeoman)	for	his	appeal.	Thomson	however	feared	Kyde's	friends	and	defaulted	on	the	
proceedings	against	him,	and	now	he	seeks	sanctuary	for	his	nonsuit.	[Note	that	
Thomson	is	from	Beverley	-	yet	seeks	sanctuary	at	Durham.]

SDSB,	49 120

387 Thorneton Ralph Yorkshire,	Rise smith M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1512 1512-09-01 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Thorneton	sought	sanctuary	on	1	Sept.	1512	
for	debt.

SDSB,	130 334

701 Thorp John Yorkshire,	
Eastrington

husbandman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1522 1522-08-18 Felony Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Thorp	sought	sanctuary	on	18	Aug.	1522	for	
felony.

SDSB,	195 632

563 Thorpe Richard Derbyshire,	
Normanton

wheelwright M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1515 1515-05-21 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Thorpe	sought	sanctuary	on	21	May	1515	for	
debt.

SDSB,	167 497

690 Thorpp Thomas Yorkshire,	
York

labourer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1527 1527-07-10 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Thorpp	took	sanctuary	on	10	Jul.	1527	for	
debt.

SDSB,	193 621

84 Thorpp William Yorkshire,	
Welwick

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1500 1500-12-10 Homicide Accessory Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Thorpp	sought	sanctuary	on	10	Dec.	1500	
because	on	8	Nov.	1500	he	and	several	of	his	associates	--	William	and	John	Dorand	
and	Nicholas	[blank]	--	entered	a	certain	park	called	Winestead	Park	to	retrieve	their	
dog,	which	had	been	taken	by	the	parkers.	Thorpp	and	his	companions	asked	the	
parkers	if	they	could	have	the	dog	back,	because	he	had	gone	into	the	park	against	
their	will,	but	the	parkers	refused	and	threatened	and	assaulted	them.	Nicholas	
[blank]	then	shot	an	arrow	at	the	parkers,	striking	a	certain	[blank]	March	in	the	neck	
with	the	arrow,	from	which	wound	March	died	about	ten	days	later.	Although	Thorpp	
did	not	himself	inflict	the	wound,	he	fears	he	will	be	indicted	as	an	accessory,	even	
though	he	does	not	merit	it.

SDSB,	33 75
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1864 Thylwall Edwin M York	St.	
Leonard's	
Hospital

Ambiguous 1517 1517-05-23 Felony The	register	of	St.	Leonard's	hospital	records	a	memorandum	that	on	Sat.,	23	May	
1517,	Edwyn	Thylwall	came	to	the	court	of	the	hospital,	before	Robert	Brere,	the	
bailiff,	and	many	others,	and	acknowledged	that	he	was	a	felon	and	malefactor,	and	
for	that	reason	sought	the	liberty	of	St.	Leonard	for	the	security	of	his	life,	and	it	was	
given	to	him.	This	appears	to	be	a	grant	of	permanent	sanctuary,	as	opposed	to	the	
temporary	sanctuary	as	prelude	to	abjuration	for	the	only	other	sanctuary	case	in	the	
register,	that	of	George	Akeryg	[ID	#1863].

York	Minster	Archives,	MS	
2/6e,	Register	of	St.	
Leonard's	Hospital,	fol.	45v

1630

394 Thymylby John Lincolnshire,	
Waddingwort
h

labourer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1512 1512-11-15 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Thymylby	sought	sanctuary	on	15	Nov.	1512	
for	debt.

SDSB,	132 340

632 Thyne William London	 skinner M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1523 1523-11-16 Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Thyne	sought	sanctuary	on	16	Nov.	1523	for	
"security	of	his	life."

SDSB,	180 563

1433 Tleude Thomas priest	 M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1536 Felony Eleanor	Studley,	mercer's	wife	of	London,	wrote	to	Cromwell	to	complain	about	
slanderous	words	that	Tleude,	sanctuary	man,	has	spoken	about	her,	indicating	that	
the	"searcher"	of	the	Westminster	sanctuary	had	assured	her	"that	he	will	bring	hym	
forthe	at	all	tymes	yf	he	be	requyeryd."

TNA,	SP	1/102,	fol.	64r	(L&P,	
10:128)

1266

165 Tod John Yorkshire,	
Swine,	
Skirlaugh

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1508 1508-07-10 Asportation Also	debt Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Tod	sought	sanctuary	on	10	Jul.	1508	because	
at	Westminster	around	25	Jul.	1498,	he	stole	a	horse	and	five	marks	from	N.	Dale,	
chaplain,	then	the	steward	of	the	lord	of	Hastings.	He	also	seeks	sanctuary	for	debt.

SDSB,	53 132

196 Todd John Yorkshire,	
Richmond[?]

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1512 1512-11-13 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Todd	sought	sanctuary	on	13	Nov.	1512	
because	on	6	Nov.	1512	he	had	struck	John	Raw	on	the	head	with	a	halberk	at	
Richmond,	from	which	wound	he	died.	Todd's	place	of	origin	is	not	specified	in	the	
entry.

SDSB,	62-63 162

591 Tode Thomas Yorkshire,	
Beverley

cutler M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1517 1517-03-08 Asportation Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Tode	sought	sanctuary	on	8	Mar.	1517	for	
theft.

SDSB,	172 524

1646 Toft William Derbyshire,	
Denby

tailor M SJJ:	Winkburn,	
Nottinghamshire

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1494 1494-02-28 Homicide Margery	Rollesley,	widow	of	Humphrey	Rollesley,	appealed	William	Toft	of	her	
husband's	murder	in	1494;	in	response	Toft	pleaded	sanctuary,	claiming	that	he	had	
taken	sanctuary	in	a	messuage	that	was	in	the	ambit	of	Hospitaller	property	in	
Winkburn,	Notts.	(where	there	was	a	Hospitaller	church	and	house).	Toft's	plea	was	
put	to	a	jury	in	Lent	1496;	the	jury	found	that	he	had	taken	sanctuary	and	that	it	had	
been	breached.	The	judges	put	him	back	in	prison	while	they	conferred,	and	there	he	
stayed	until	Easter	1498	when	the	record	breaks	off.

TNA,	KB	27/936,	plea	m.	60;	
citation	from	J.	H.	Baker,	The	
Oxford	History	of	the	Laws	of	
England,	Volume	VI,	1483-
1558	(Oxford:	Oxford	
University	Press,	2003),	545;	
Baker,	Port's	Notebook,	31-
36;	Baker,	Caryll's	Reports,	
285-86;	McSheffrey,	SS,	96-
98

1427
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1121 Toker Ralph Somerset,	
Chard

yeoman M Church-taking,	
Kent,	Shoreham;	
then	Higham	
Kent;	then	SJJ:	
Hospitaller	cloak

Chartered	
Sanctuary
Taking	church
Abjuration

Dover 1506 1506-08-14 Asportation There	are	two	records	associated	with	two	separate	abjurations	made	by	Toker,	and	
in	addition	a	third	unconventional	sanctuary	claim	in	the	cloak	of	a	Hospitaller	knight.	
A	coroner's	memorandum	records	that	on	14	Aug.	1506	at	Shoreham,	Kent,	Toker	
took	sanctuary	in	the	parish	church,	and	on	18	Aug.	he	abjured,	confessing	that	he	
had	broken	into	Thomas	Polhill's	house	and	close	at	Shoreham	and	stole	24s	worth	of	
woolen	cloth.	He	was	assigned	Dover	and	sent	on	his	way.	A	second	coroner's	
memorandum	indicates	that	a	few	days	later	on	21	Aug.	1506	at	Higham,	Kent,	he	
sought	sanctuary	again	in	Higham	parish	church,	and	confessed	to	a	different	coroner	
that	the	year	before	he	had	broken	into	the	parish	church	of	Queenborough,	Kent,	
and	stolen	a	chalice,	a	patten,	a	crucifix,	and	other	church	goods.	He	abjured	again,	
and	was	again	assigned	Dover.	By	22	Sept.	1506	Toker	was	in	custody,	apparently	still	
not	having	actually	left	the	realm,	and	he	was	brought	before	the	peace	sessions	at	
Canterbury.	He	made	the	same	plea	as	Robert	Pulham	[ID	#1119],	which	is	that	he	
had	taken	another	form	of	sanctuary:	that	is,	at	the	peace	sessions	at	Canterbury	
castle	he	had	taken	hold	of	the	cloak	of	John	Rawson,	a	knight	of	the	Hospitaller	
Order,	and	claimed	the	"privilege	of	St.	John	of	Jerusalem."	He	was	violently	taken	
from	that	"sanctuary,"	but	sought	to	be	restored.	This	sanctuary	plea	was	brought	
before	King's	Bench	in	Trinity	1507,	where	the	justices	did	not	allow	the	plea.	They	
however	asked	him	if	he	was	a	clerk,	and	he	replied	that	he	was,	and	read	as	a	clerk,	
but	the	king's	attorney	said	that	he	had	previously	made	another	benefit	of	clergy	
claim	in	Essex.	Toker	remained	in	custody	while	the	record	of	this	previous	claim	was	
sought.	Toker	appears	to	have	remained	in	prison	until	5	Nov.	1509,	when	he	again	
appeared	at	King's	Bench	and	presented	a	pardon,	and	went	sine	die.

TNA,	KB	9/442,	mm.	17-20;	
KB	27/984,	rex	m.	12;	KB	
27/993,	rex	m.	17;	KB	
29/136,	mm.	4d,	41d;	
McSheffrey,	SS,	83-90,	110

988

1271 Toker	or	
Tucker

John London	 tanner M Church-taking,	
London,	St.	
Bartholomew's	
Priory

Taking	church 1504 Debt In	a	court	of	Requests	bill,	John	Toker,	aged	74,	claimed	that	in	the	context	of	a	
dispute	in	the	Exchequer	court	over	his	work	as	a	tanner	he	had	fled	to	St.	
Bartholomew's	Hospital	in	West	Smithfield	"to	Sayntwarye"	because	he	had	been	
gravely	"menaced	and	threatened"	by	officers	of	the	mayor	of	London.	This	likely	(but	
not	certainly)	concerned	debt.

I.	S.	Leadam,	ed.,	Select	
Cases	in	the	Court	of	
Requests,	A.D.	1497-1569,	
Selden	Society	12	(London:	
Bernard	Quaritch,	1898),	7-
10

1115

1202 Toller Robert Yorkshire,	
Catterick

chaplain M Durham	
(abjuration	from	
Yorkshire,	
Catterick)

Taking	church
Abjuration	to	
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 1533-05-09 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	6	May	1533	over	the	body	of	Christopher	Gretehede;	jurors	
reported	that	Toller	had	on	5	May	1533	attacked	Gretehede	and	killed	him,	fleeing	
after	the	felony	to	the	church	of	Catterick,	Yorks.	A	coroner's	memorandum	dated	9	
May	1533	stated	that	Toller	took	the	church	of	Catterick	on	9	May	1533,	confessing	
the	above	murder.	He	abjured,	choosing	the	sanctuary	at	Durham.

TNA,	KB	9/525,	m.	78;	KB	
29/166,	m.	24d

1057

475 Tomson Robert Northumberla
nd,	Newcastle	
upon	Tyne

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1491 1491-11-26 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Tomson	took	sanctuary	on	26	Nov.	[1491?]	
for	debt.

SDSB,	149 419

41 Tomsune Robert Yorkshire,	
Ruthby

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1490 1490-02-02 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Tomsune	sought	sanctuary	on	2	Feb.	1490	
because	several	days	before,	at	the	end	of	a	bridge	between	the	town	of	Rudby	and	
the	town	of	Hutton,	he	feloniously	stabbed	Thomas	Barbur	in	self-defence,	Barbur	
dying	two	days	later.

SDSB,	15 36

463 Tooke John Worcestershir
e,	
Kidderminster

tapper M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1499 1499-11-18 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Tooke	sought	sanctuary	on	18	Nov.	1499	for	
debt.

SDSB,	146 408

577 Toppam John Yorkshire,	
Carleton-in-
Coverdale

labourer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1516 1516-03-17 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Toppam	sought	sactuary	on	17	Mar.	1516	for	
the	homicide	of	Thomas	Geldard.

SDSB,	170 510
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1600 Topshawe William Yorkshire,	
Ripon

M Ripon Chartered	
Sanctuary

1458 The	acts	of	the	collegiate	chapter	at	Ripon	cited	six	sanctuary	men	--	Thomas	Plumer,	
Robert	Morton	alias	Herryson,	Edmund	Skathlok,	John	Skathlok,	Henry	Jonson,	and	
William	Topshawe	--	to	explain	why	they	should	not	be	punished	for	perjury	
(presumably	because	they	broke	their	sanctuary	oath),	because	they	had	not	
participated	in	the	Rogation	processions	as	they	were	bound	to	do.	Morton	explained	
that	he	did	not	dare	to	come	out	of	his	house	"because	of	fear	of	creditors	and	the	
pain	of	imprisonment,"	but	the	chapter	did	not	accept	this	explanation	because	"on	
those	days	all	are	immune	from	vexation."	They	were	given	as	penance	four	
whippings	before	the	procession	on	holy	days.	John	Skathlok	was	pardoned	because	
he	was	"old	and	mentally	infirm."

Fowler,	Acts	of	Chapter	of	
Ripon,	72-73

1383

726 Torre John Devon,	
Bradling[?]

gentleman	
or	yeoman

M Church-taking,	
Somerset,	
Somerton;	then	
Beverley

Chartered	
Sanctuary
Taking	church

1531 1531-08-26 Asportation Torre	appears	a	number	of	times	in	King's	Bench	records	between	1529	and	1531.	He	
was	indicted	in	July	1529	for	a	Dec.	1528	burglary	in	London;	he	escaped	from	
custody	either	before	or	after	being	arraigned	(the	marshal	was	fined	for	the	escape	
in	Trinity	1529),	but	was	in	custody	again	by	May	1530,	when	at	King's	Bench	he	told	
the	court	that	in	Sept.	1529	he	had	taken	sanctuary	in	a	parish	church	in	Somerset,	
but	was	extracted	violently	from	the	sanctuary,	and	thus	pleaded	sanctuary.	The	
king's	attorney	argued	that	he	had	not	been	in	the	sanctuary	but	on	the	road	outside.	
This	was	to	be	put	to	a	Somerset	jury,	and	in	the	meantime,	Torre	was	put	to	bail,	
although	he	may	not	actually	have	been	released	according	to	the	KB	29	entry.	In	Dec.	
1530	to	February	1531	he	was	in	the	King's	Bench	prison,	where	he	served	as	a	juror	
on	two	coroner's	inquest	juries	(for	prisoners	who	died	of	natural	causes),	but	by	
August	1531	he	was	at	large	and	took	sanctuary	at	Beverley	for	the	original	burglary.	
If	he	is	the	same	man	as	the	John	Torre	who	served	the	crown	in	the	1540s,	he	
appears	to	have	been	pardoned,	as	the	KB	29	entry	suggests	(although	no	pardon	
found),	perhaps	after	a	period	of	exile	in	France	(L&P,	16:159),	and	in	the	1540s	he	
performed	signal	services	to	the	king.

TNA,	KB	27/1072,	Fines;	KB	
27/1075,	rex	m.	3;	KB	
27/1080,	rex	m.	21d;	KB	
29/162,	mm.	5,	6d;	KB	
9/975,	mm.	134,	236;	SDSB,	
199;	L&P,	15:118,	366-67;	
16,	passim,	esp.	429;	
21/2:285-86.

655

1049 Torrye John Yorkshire,	
Sheriff	Hutton

gentleman M Colchester,	St.	
John's	
(abjuration	from	
Cambridgeshire,	
Shudy	Camps	St.	
Mary)

Taking	church
Abjuration	to	
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1531 1531-08-21 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	21	Aug.	1531	John	Torrye	(ID	#1049),	Morgan	Jones	
(ID	#1050),	and	William	Johnson	(ID	#1051)	took	the	parish	church	of	St.	Mary	in	
Shudy	Camps,	Cambs.	They	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	20	Aug.	at	Newmarket	
heath,	Cambs.,	they	had	assaulted	and	robbed	an	unknown	man	of	6s	8d.	They	
abjured,	and	were	assigned	St.	John's	monastery	in	Colchester,	and	were	branded.

TNA,	KB	9/519,	m.	47;	TNA,	
KB	29/165,	m.	4

939

601 Touller William Yorkshire,	
Knaresboroug
h

weaver M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1517 1517-08-20 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Touller	sought	sanctuary	on	20	Aug.	1517	for	
debt.

SDSB,	174 533

390 Towll William Lincolnshire,	
Hainton

shoemaker M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1514 1514-04-10 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Towll	sought	sanctuary	on	10	Apr.	1514	for	
debt.

SDSB,	131 336

749 Townerowe Ralph Derbyshire,	
Chesterfield

haberdasher M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1534 1534-02-08 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Townerowe	sought	sanctuary	on	8	Feb.	1534	
for	a	debt	of	£100	in	the	city	of	London.

SDSB,	205 678

408 Towneshend John Nottinghamshi
re,	Retford

mercer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1501 1501-10-13 Homicide Also	debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Towneshend	sought	sanctuary	on	13	Oct.	
1501	for	the	homicide	of	Richard	Wright,	and	for	debt.

SDSB,	135 353

1010 Travilion Anthony Shropshire,	
Ludlow

yeoman M Church-taking,	
Nottinghamshire
,	Tuxford	St.	
Nicholas

Taking	church
Abjuration

Kingston	
upon	Hull

1528 1528-05-28 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	at	Tuxford,	Notts.,	on	28	May	1528,	Travillion	took	the	
church	of	St.	Nicholas	there.	He	confessed	that	on	27	May	1528	he	had	broken	into	
the	close	of	Thomas	Spanyng	at	Grantham,	Lincs.,	and	stolen	a	horse.	He	abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/508,	m.	73 909
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1308 Trenquart John France,	
Normandy,	
Herqueville

priest	 M Church-taking,	
Sussex,	Rye

Taking	church 1527 1527-05-11 False	coining A	series	of	letters	in	the	State	Papers	relate	to	the	case	of	Trenquart,	a	French	priest	
"in	merchant's	apparel,"	who	had	been	arrested	for	coin-clipping,	escaped	from	
prison	awaiting	process	at	Westminster,	and	then	took	church	at	Rye	in	May	1527.	He	
confessed	there,	looking	to	abjure,	but	the	warden	of	the	Cinq	Ports	did	not	believe	
he	could	have	sanctuary	for	coin-clipping	(which	was	considered	a	form	of	treason).	

TNA,	SP	1/49,	fols.	59r-62v	
(L&P,	4/2:1952)

1142

886 Tresanowe John Cornwall,	
Traboe[?]

yeoman M Beaulieu	
dependency:	St.	
Keverne,	
Cornwall

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1510 1510-10-07 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	at	"Turuborough"	[Traboe?],	Cornwall,	7	Oct.	1510,	over	the	body	
of	William	Morgan.	The	jurors	reported	that	Tresanowe,	of	"Tregyrthick	Trabba"	
[again,	Traboe?],	assaulted	Morgan	about	1	pm	with	precogitated	malice	and	killed	
him.	Immediately	afterwards	he	fled	to	the	sanctuary	of	St.	Keverne*.	The	jurors	also	
said	that	a	number	of	others,	including	a	knight	William	Trevvanyon,	incited,	helped,	
and	abbetted	him	to	do	the	murder.	The	KB	controlment	roll	indicates	that	
Tresanowe	was	pardoned	in	Hillary	term	1512.	*St.	Keverne	was	a	dependency	of	
Beaulieu	Abbey	(VCH	Hants.,	2:140-46	-	http://www.british-
history.ac.uk/vch/hants/vol2/pp140-146)

TNA,	KB	9/457,	m.	107;	KB	
29/143,	m.	2d

796

1581 Tresham Henry Esquire M Tewkesbury	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1471 1471-05-04 Civil	war Tresham	was	amongst	the	Lancastrian	forces	at	the	battle	of	Tewkesbury	4	May	1471;	
according	to	Warkworth's	Chronicle,	upon	defeat	he	and	others	in	the	Lancastrian	
forces	sought	sanctuary	at	Tewkesbury	Abbey.	Edward	IV	initially	pardoned	them,	but	
then	rescinded	the	pardon	and	extracted	them	from	the	abbey	and	tried	and	
executed	them	all.

Warkworth,	Chronicle,	18-19 1122

1579 Tresham Thomas knight M Tewkesbury	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1471 1471-05-04 Civil	war Tresham	was	amongst	the	Lancastrian	forces	at	the	battle	of	Tewkesbury	4	May	1471;	
according	to	Warkworth's	Chronicle,	upon	defeat	he	and	others	in	the	Lancastrian	
forces	sought	sanctuary	at	Tewkesbury	Abbey.	Edward	IV	initially	pardoned	them,	but	
then	rescinded	the	pardon	and	extracted	them	from	the	abbey	and	tried	and	
executed	them	all.

Warkworth,	Chronicle,	18-19 1122

711 Trewe James Yorkshire,	
Escrick

shoemaker M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1520 1520-01-30 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Trewe	sought	sanctuary	on	30	Jan.	1520	for	
the	homicide	of	John	Morton	of	Escrick.

SDSB,	197 642

1046 Treynnewor
the

George Devon,	
Tiverton

servingman M Church-taking,	
Bedfordshire,	
Northill	St.	Mary

Taking	church
Abjuration

Southampt
on

1531 1531-04-12 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	12	Apr.	1531	at	Northill,	Beds.,	George	
Treynneworthe	(ID	#1046)	and	Robert	Turlo	(ID	#1047)	took	the	parish	church	of	St.	
Mary	in	Northill.	They	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	2	Apr.	they	had	assaulted	an	
unknown	man	at	Andover,	Hants.,	and	stolen	two	horses	from	him.	They	were	both	
branded	on	the	hand	"according	to	the	recent	statute"	(of	1529).	Treynneworthe	was	
assigned	Southampton,	and	Turlo,	Lynn.	This	is	12	days	after	the	new	statute	-	by	
which	abjurers	were	not	to	proceed	into	exile	but	to	a	chartered	sanctuary	-	had	
come	into	effect;	as	in	the	case	of	John	Johnson	(ID	#1045),	a	note	on	the	indictment	
indicates	that	the	coroner	was	prosecuted	for	allowing	them	to	abjure	the	realm.

TNA,	KB	9/517,	m.	146;	KB	
29/164,	m.	33

937

1300 Troublefeld	
alias	
Vaughan

Elizabeth London	 F SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1523 An	entry	in	the	London	Repertory	Book	dated	2	Jul.	1523	indicates	that	Master	Broun,	
alderman,	cited	Elizabeth	Troublefeld	alias	Vaughan,	dwelling	in	St.	Martin	le	Grand,	
for	having	"procured	a	young	maiden	to	go	to	the	Stews	and	thereupon	conveyed	her	
thither";	he	had	committed	Troublefeld	to	the	Counter	until	the	matter	could	be	
better	examined.	Whether	she	was	registered	in	the	sanctuary	or	not	in	1523,	a	
"certificate"	of	"persons	within	St.	Martin's	sanctuary,"	dated	13	Feb.	1525,	lists	
Elizabeth	Troublefeld	as	lodging	in	Bland's	Alley	with	Anne	Jenyns.	

TNA,	SP	1/33,	fol.	148	(L&P,	
4/1:473);	LMA,	Rep.	6,	fol.	
43r

1135

391 Trowlop Andrew Northumberla
nd,	Charlton

webster M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1514 1514-07-24 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Trowlop	sought	sanctuary	on	24	Jul.	1514	for	
the	homicide	of	[blank]	Stephynson.

SDSB,	131 337
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996 Tukker Stephen Wiltshire,	
Heytesbury

yeoman M Church-taking,	
Essex,	
Chelmsford	St.	
Mary

Taking	church
Abjuration

Portsmouth 1527 1527-05-01 Homicide Robbery Coroner's	memorandum	that	Tukker	took	the	church	of	St.	Mary	at	Chelmsford	on	1	
May	1527,	and	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	17	Apr.	1527	he	had	robbed	Henry	
Baker	and	on	9	Jan.	1522	in	Wiltshire	he	had	killed	a	priest.	He	abjured.	Stephen	
Tukker,	Richard	Levesey,	and	Thomas	Lane	all	took	the	same	church	in	Chelmsford	on	
the	same	day,	but	had	committed	different	felonies,	indicating	that	they	may	have	
escaped	from	prison	together.

TNA,	KB	9/504,	m.	113;	KB	
29/159,	m.	19

893

979 Tunstall George Middlesex,	
Westminster

gentleman M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1526 1526-07-08 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	8	Jul.	1526	over	the	body	of	Thomas	Smyth,	lying	dead	in	the	town	
of	Westminster.	Jurors	reported	that	George	Tunstall	and	John	Bradley	(ID	#980)	on	7	
Jul.	at	9	PM	assaulted	him	and	killed	him,	Tunstall	striking	the	mortal	blow,	with	
Bradley	as	accessory.	Tunstall	fled	to	Westminster	Abbey	and	Bradley	to	the	priory	of	
St.	John	of	Jerusalem	at	Clerkenwell.	Tunstall	was	outlawed	2	May	1527,	but	in	1530	
he	appeared	and	claimed	the	recent	general	pardon	of	1529,	which	was	restricted	to	
those	not	guilty	of	intentional	murder.	He	argued,	and	it	was	accepted,	that	he	had	
killed	Smyth	in	the	midst	of	a	sudden	quarrel	(i.e.	chance	medley);	the	king's	attorney	
accepted	that	this	was	true,	having	heard	it	from	many	trustworthy	men	in	
Middlesex,	and	Tunstall	was	free	to	go.	A	man	of	the	same	name	was	the	son	of	Sir	
Edward	Tunstall	of	Laverock	Bridge,	near	Kendal,	Cumbria.	Kendal,	Cumbria	Record	
Office,	Le	Fleming	MSS,	Rydal	Hall,	WD	RY/BOX	92/131,	1537,	calendar	accessed	at	
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/A2A/records.aspx?cat=024-wdry&cid=-1#-1;	WD	
RY/BOX	92/131,	1537,	calendar	accessed	at	
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/A2A/records.aspx?cat=024-wdry&cid=42-
132&kw=#42-132	;	William	Farrer	and	John	Flavel	Curwen,	eds.,	Records	Relating	to	
the	Barony	of	Kendale	(Kendal:	T.	Wilson	and	son,,	1923),	1:69-92.

TNA,	KB	9/501/2,	m.	24;	KB	
27/1075,	rex	m.	2d;	KB	
29/162,	m.	6d

877

343 Turbarvell Hugh Dorset M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1511 1511-01-20 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Turbarvell	sought	sanctuary	on	20	Jan.	1511	
for	the	homicide	of	William	Skynner	of	Calais.

SDSB,	121 291

1047 Turlo Robert Yorkshire,	
Halifax

servingman M Church-taking,	
Bedfordshire,	
Northill	St.	Mary

Taking	church
Abjuration

Lynn 1531 1531-04-12 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	12	Apr.	1531	at	Northill,	Beds.,	George	
Treynneworthe	(ID	#1046)	and	Robert	Turlo	(ID	#1047)	took	the	parish	church	of	St.	
Mary	in	Northill.	They	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	2	Apr.	they	had	assaulted	an	
unknown	man	at	Andover,	Hants.,	and	stolen	two	horses	from	him.	They	were	both	
branded	on	the	hand	"according	to	the	recent	statute"	(of	1529).	Treynneworthe	was	
assigned	Southampton,	and	Turlo,	Lynn.	This	is	12	days	after	the	new	statute	-	by	
which	abjurers	were	not	to	proceed	into	exile	but	to	a	chartered	sanctuary	-	had	
come	into	effect;	as	in	the	case	of	John	Johnson	(ID	#1045),	a	note	on	the	indictment	
indicates	that	the	coroner	was	prosecuted	for	allowing	them	to	abjure	the	realm.

TNA,	KB	9/517,	m.	146;	KB	
29/164,	m.	33

937

1170 Turnam	alias	
Percyvale

William Northamptons
hire,	Old	
Stratford

labourer M Church-taking,	
Northamptonshi
re,	Passenham

Taking	church
Abjuration

Bristol 1508 1508-06-22 Homicide Both	coroner's	memoranda	of	abjuration	for	William	Turnam	(#1170)	and	William	
Payne	(#1171)	and	a	coroner's	inquest	report	over	the	body	of	their	victim,	Francis	
Aleyn,	survive.	Although	this	was	not	noted	on	Turnam's	and	Payne's	abjurations	
(which	baldly	state	that	they	murdered	Francis	Aleyn,	chaplain),	the	coroner's	inquest	
for	Aleyn	indicates	that	the	homicide	was	in	revenge	for	the	rape	of	Margaret	Wylson.	
The	jurors	indicated	that	Turnam	and	Payne,	both	of	Old	Stratford,	accompanied	by	
Wylson,	had	lain	in	wait	and	attacked	Aleyn	following	Aleyn's	having	broken	into	the	
house	of	John	Wydevyll	at	Old	Stratford,	where	he	"carnally	knew"	Margaret	Wylson,	
apparently	by	force.	Despite	the	jurors'	report	of	her	presence,	no	indictment	of	
Wylson	as	accessory	has	been	found.	Immediately	after	the	homicide,	Turnam	and	
Payne	fled	to	the	Passenham	parish	church	where	they	abjured.	The	controlment	roll	
indicates	both	were	outlawed,	Turnam	on	8	Apr.	1512	(no	date	given	for	Payne).

TNA,	KB	9/960,	mm.	80,	83;	
KB	29/138,	m.	3d

1030
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1844 Turnebull John Middlesex,	
Westminster

labourer M Church-taking,	
Berkshire,	
Coleshill	All	
Saints

Taking	church
Abjuration

Portsmouth 1511 1511-04-29 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	29	Apr.	1511	Turnebull	sought	the	parish	church	of	
Coleshill	for	the	murder	of	an	unknown	man	in	Southwark	on	3	Apr.	1510,	whom	he	
attacked	in	St.	George's	Field.	Turnebull	was	one	of	four	men	who	abjured	from	All	
Saints	church	on	the	same	day,	although	only	two	were	involved	in	the	same	crime,	
and	their	abjurations	were	recorded	separately.

TNA,	KB	9/459,	m.	64 1611

90 Turnor William Yorkshire,	
Guisborough

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1502 1502-09-12 Homicide Self-defence Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Turnor	sought	sanctuary	on	12	Sept.	1502	
because	in	self-defence	he	struck	Robert	Rothe,	on	10	Sept.,	stabbing	him	in	the	
chest,	killing	him	immediately.	

SDSB,	35-36 81

1278 Tuttebury William Gloucestershir
e,	Bristol

M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1414 1414-02-02 Named	in	coroner's	report	of	the	confession	(as	approver)	of	Richard	Makerell	(ID	
#796).	Makerell	claimed	that	when	he	was	in	sanctuary	at	Westminster	(as	a	debtor)	
in	1414,	the	archdeacon	of	Westminster	tried	to	recruit	Makerell,	Robert	Bolle	(ID	
#1277),	and	Tuttebury	for	Sir	John	Oldcastle's	revolt	against	the	crown.	

TNA,	KB	9/205/1,	m.	15 722

1629 Tye Richard chaplain M Church-taking,	
Bedfordshire,	
Knotting

Taking	church
Abjuration

1410 1410-02-09 Asportation Patent	roll	records	a	pardon	for	Tye,	who	on	9	Feb.	1410	had	sought	
"holychirchegrith"	in	Bedfordshire	and	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	in	around	1	Aug.	
1409	he	had	stolen	cloth	and	a	psalter.	Abjured	14	Feb	1410;	24	March	1410	
pardoned	for	felonies	and	abjuration.

CPR	1408-13,	184 1410

1707 Tykemor Thomas Surrey,	
Newdigate

husbandman M Church-taking,	
Surrey,	
Newdigate

Taking	church 1539 1539-04-06 Homicide A	record	of	gaol	delivery	at	Lewes	in	Surrey,	1	Dec.	1539,	submitted	to	King's	Bench,	
indicates	that	Tykemor	was	arraigned	on	a	homicide	indicment	for	killing	George	
Smyther	at	Rusper,	Sussex,	on	1	Apr.	1539.	At	Lewes	gaol	delivery,	he	pleaded	
sanctuary,	claiming	that	he	had	been	dragged	out	of	parish	church	of	Newdigate	by	
John	Kep,	Thomas	Gardyner,	and	another	thirty	people.	At	gaol	delivery	in	Surrey,	the	
justices	referred	matter	to	KB;	he	was	committed	to	the	Marshalsea	prison	by	Trinity	
1540	but	no	record	located	of	further	resolution.

TNA,	KB	9/547,	mm.	12-13;	
KB	29/173,	mm.	16,	22

1490

1411 Tykhyll Robert M Westminster	
Abbey

Taking	church
Abjuration

1526 Felony A	list	of	those	privileged	of	the	Westminster	sanctuary	dated	1	Jun.	1533	indicates	
that	Robert	Tykhyll,	clerk	convict,	attainted	for	felony	and	abjured,	had	been	in	the	
convict	house	for	7	years.	

TNA,	SP	1/238,	fols.	72-73 1245

1412 Tymberman John M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 1533-05-30 Homicide In	the	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Tymberman	was	named	as	having	entered	
for	murder,	about	two	days	before	(~30	May	1533).

TNA,	SP	1/238,	fols.	72-73 1246

341 Typan William Kent,	
Canterbury

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1504 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Typan	sought	sanctuary	for	debt	(n.d.;	
between	entries	dated	1503	and	1506	-	assigned	to	1504).

SDSB,	120-21 289

1302 Tyrri Nicholas Denmark King	of	
Denmark's	
messenger

M Chartered	
Sanctuary

1526 Security Christian	II	and	Ysabeau	(Elizabeth),	the	king	and	queen	of	Denmark,	wrote	Henry	VIII	
on	21	Sept.	1525	to	ask	for	mercy	for	their	messenger,	Nichoals	Tyrri,	who	had	taken	
sanctuary	(which	not	specified)	after	having	been	charged	with	forging	his	
credentials;	they	ask	for	mercy	for	him.

BL,	Cotton	Nero	B/III,	fol.	65	
(L&P,	4/1:740)

1137

825 Ufford Robert Essex,	Barking fishmonger	
alias	
gentleman	
alias	yeoman

M Church-taking,	
London,	St.	
Paul's	cathedral

Taking	church 1452 1452-07-11 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	that	Ufford	took	church	at	St.	Paul's	cathedral	on	11	July	
1452	and	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	30	Nov.	1450,	together	with	Edward	
Newton	of	London,	yeoman,	he	killed	John	Heyward	of	Barking	at	Covehithe	in	
Suffolk.	No	indication	of	abjuration.	The	patent	roll	records	his	pardon	granted	25	
Nov.	1458.

TNA,	KB	9/267,	mm.	50-51;	
CPR	1452-61,	463

751

1413 Underhyll Edmund M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 1532-12-01 Homicide In	the	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Underhyll	was	named	as	having	entered	
sanctuary	for	murder,	about	6	months	before	(late	1532	or	early	1533).

TNA,	SP	1/238,	fols.	72-73 1247

768 Underhyll William Yorkshire,	
Hedon

butcher M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1537 1537-05-23 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Underhyll	took	sanctuary	on	23	May	1537	for	
a	debt	of	£5.

SDSB,	209 697
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1414 Uppyngham Robert M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 1532-06-01 Felony In	the	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Uppyngham	was	named	as	having	entered	
sanctuary	for	felony	about	a	year	before	(1532).

TNA,	SP	1/238,	fols.	72-73 1248

1669 Usley John Cumbria,	
Wetheral,	
Warwick	
Bridge

miller M Wetheral	Priory Chartered	
Sanctuary

1534 1534-03-31 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	on	31	Mar.	1534	at	Warwick	Bridge	in	the	parish	of	Wetheral,	
Cumbria,	over	the	view	of	the	body	of	John	Hylton.	The	jurors	reported	that	on	30	
Mar.	1534	around	8pm	a	certain	John	Usley	of	Warwick	Bridge	assaulted	and	killed	
Hylton,	murdering	him.	He	fled	afterwards	to	the	sanctuary	of	the	priory	of	Wetharal,	
to	the	default	of	the	townspeople;	he	took	with	him	into	sanctuary	a	heifer	worth	3s.

TNA,	KB	9/529,	m.	174 1452

157 Ussher Robert Northumberla
nd,	Prudhoe	

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1507 1507-12-18 Homicide Accessory Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Ussher	sought	sanctuary	on	18	Dec.	1507	
because	around	Easter	ten	years	before	at	Nafferton	he	had	struck	Thomas	Pawston	
of	Matfen	with	a	lance	in	the	back;	although	that	blow	did	not	kill	him,	Ussher	was	
present	when	he	received	another	wound	which	was	mortal.	

SDSB,	50-51 125

150 Uthwayt Thomas Cumbria,	
Sedbergh

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1507 1507-07-17 Asportation Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Uthwayt	sought	sanctuary	on	17	Jul.	1507	
because	six	months	before	he	had	conducted	twenty	animals,	which	had	been	stolen	
by	his	uncle	Gilbert	Gy	of	Garsdale,	from	Garsdale	to	Grimsby	"on	the	Walde."	

SDSB,	49 119

1642 Vandergrove Bartholo
mew

king's	gunner M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1501 Felony The	patent	rolls,	29	Jan.	1501,	record	the	grant	for	life	to	Roger	Langloys	of	the	office	
of	one	of	the	king's	gunners,	vacant	due	to	the	felony	of	Vandergrove,	who	was	now	a	
fugitive	in	the	sanctuary	of	Westminster.

CPR	1494-1509,	239 1423

1740 Vans John Middlesex,	
Westminster,	
St.	Martin	in	
the	Fields

beerbrewer M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1527 1527-03-06 Homicide Accessory Coroner's	inquest	on	13	Mar.	1527	in	the	liberty	of	the	abbot	of	Westminster	at	
Westminster,	over	the	body	of	John	Hill.	The	jurors	report	that	Paul	Clam	alias	Paul	
Syon	alias	Paul	Sparowe	(ID	#1739);	and	John	Vans	(ID	#1740),	on	6	Mar.	1527	around	
11	pm	had	assaulted	Hill	with	a	"bonge	knyfe,"	and	Clam	gave	Hill	two	wounds	from	
which	he	languished	for	a	week	and	then	died.	Vans	was	accessory.	Both	fled	to	the	
sanctuary	of	St.	Martin	le	Grand.	Both	Clam	and	Vans	were	likely	Dutch	(judging	both	
by	their	names	and	their	occupations	as	beer	brewers),	and	they	fled	to	a	Dutch	
enclave	in	SMLG.	Both	were	outlawed	in	1528	according	to	the	King's	Bench	
controlment	roll.

TNA,	KB	9/973,	m.	42;	KB	
29/159,	mm.	2,	3d

1518

1415 Vaughan John M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1530 Felony In	the	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Vaughan	was	named	as	having	entered	c.	
1530	for	felony.

TNA,	SP	1/238,	fols.	72-73 1249

1355 Vaughan William baker M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 Felony In	the	1532	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Vaughan	was	named	as	having	entered	
for	felony.

TNA,	SP	1/70,	fol.	133 1189
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1250 Vaughan	
alias	
Waxham

Edmond	
or	Edward

M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1557 Escape	from	
custody

Minutes	of	the	privy	council	28	Jul.	1557	record	that	a	letter	was	to	be	sent	to	the	
abbot	of	Westminster,	ordering	that	Edmond	Vaughan,	then	in	the	sanctuary,	
charged	with	diverse	felonies	but	willing	to	confess	only	one	of	them,	was	to	be	
delivered	to	the	constable	of	the	Tower	for	further	examination	on	the	felony.	
Vaughan	was	to	be	restored	back	to	the	sanctuary	after	the	examination	"if	it	shall	be	
his	right	so	to	be."	The	abbot	was	to	keep	this	matter	secret.	Another	letter	was	to	be	
written	to	the	constable	of	the	Tower	to	receive	Edward	Vaughan	from	the	abbot	for	
the	aforesaid	purpose.	Chronicler	Henry	Machyn	recorded	that	"Mr.	Waxham,"	who	
seems	to	be	the	same	as	Edmond	or	Edward	Vaughan,	had	fled	to	sanctuary	at	
Westminster	in	1557	after	escaping	from	the	Tower.	The	abbot	surrendered	him	on	
29	Jul.	1558,	bringing	him	through	London	to	the	Tower.	In	August,	he	broke	out	of	
the	tower	again	and	again	went	to	sanctuary	at	Westminster.	On	15	Sept.	--	perhaps	
having	again	been	surrendered	by	the	abbot?	--	Waxham	was	"restored	unto	
Westminster	to	sanctuary	again."	

Acts	of	the	Privy	Council,	
6:134;	Machyn,	Chronicle,	
fols.	78v,	79v

1094

492 Vernakyn John Yorkshire,	
Doncaster

hatmaker M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1485 1485-04-08 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Vernakyn	sought	sanctuary	on	8	Apr.	1485	
and	acknowledged	that	with	a	dagger	he	had	killed	a	certain	Loakyn,	Dutchman,	of	
York,	on	9	March	1485.

SDSB,	152 434

699 Vicarman Edward Yorkshire,	
York

capper M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1529 1529-04-12 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Vicarman	sought	sanctuary	on	12	Apr.	1529	
for	debt.

SDSB,	195 630

1356 Vulstone Richard M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 Debt In	the	1532	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Vulstone	was	named	as	having	entered	
for	debt.

TNA,	SP	1/70,	fol.	133 1190

478 Vyncent Thomas Nottinghamshi
re,	Screveton

yeoman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1482 1482-12-04 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Vyncent	sought	sanctuary	on	4	Dec.	1482,	
acknowledging	that	he	had	killed	Richard	Whallay	of	Baroughby	[Barnby?]	in	Lincs.

SDSB,	150 422

841 Vyvyan John London	 yeoman;	
shoemaker

M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1476 1476-02-08 Homicide Accessory Coroner's	inquest	in	the	parish	of	St.	Giles	Cripplegate,	London,	15	Mar.	1476	over	the	
body	of	William	Duglas	of	London,	yeoman.	The	jurors	reported	that	on	8	Feb.	1476	
John	Walker	attacked	Duglas	with	a	pitchfork,	from	which	wound	Duglas	died	on	14	
March.	John	Wemme,	John	Vyvyan,	Thomas	Wyrall,	Robert	Rycherd,	and	William	
Grendell	were	accused	as	accessories.	The	jurors	said	that	after	the	felony	they	fled	to	
sanctuary	at	St.	Martin	le	Grand.	The	inquest	report	indicates	that	Wemme,	Vyvyan,	
Wyrall,	Rycherd,	and	Grendell	all	went	sine	die	when	they	came	to	trial.	Another	
indictment	(for	false	coining)	indicates	that	he	lives	in	SMLG	and	is	a	Gascon	
shoemaker.

TNA,	KB	9/343,	mm.	94-96;	
KB	9/360,	mm.	45,	50-51,	57;	
KB	27/901,	rex	m.	26

759

431 Wade John ?	[Geldale	of	
the	Hylle]

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1495 Felony Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Wade	sought	sanctuary	for	felony.	The	entry	
is	undated,	and	the	previous	dated	entry	is	July	1495.

SDSB,	139 376

1160 Wade	or	
Walde

William Suffolk,	
Barham

yeoman M Westminster	
Abbey	
(abjuration	from	
Suffolk,	Barham)

Abjuration	to	
Chartered	
Sanctuary
Taking	church

1538 1538-01-19 Asportation At	the	Suffolk	peace	sessions	at	Woodbridge	on	16	Jan.	1538,	Wade	was	indicted	for	
horse	theft	at	Little	Stoneham.	Brought	to	the	bar,	he	pleaded	sanctuary,	claiming	
that	on	4	January	1538,	he	had	sanctuary	at	Barham	parish	church	in	Suffolk	for	a	
horse	theft,	but	was	dragged	from	the	church	by	4	men	and	put	into	custody.	The	
question	was	put	to	a	jury,	which	found	that	he	had	indeed	taken	sanctuary	and	he	
was	restored	there.	On	19	Jan.,	the	coroner	came	and	he	abjured	to	Westminster.	He	
was,	however,	found	outside	sanctuary	by	Trinity	1539;	he	pleaded	clergy,	but	was	
committed	to	prison	while	judges	deliberated.	Then	in	Michaelmas	1540	he	pleaded	
the	general	pardon	of	1540.

TNA,	KB	9/548,	mm.	192-94;	
KB	27/1116,	rex	m.	10;	KB	
29/172,	m.	31d;	KB	29/173,	
m.	18d;	McSheffrey,	SS,	177

1020

13 Wadeson Thomas Cumbria,	
Sedbergh

labourer M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1479 1479-04-19 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Wadeson	rang	the	bell	at	Durham	cathedral,	
seeking	sanctuary	because	at	Sedbergh,	around	22	Jul.	1477,	he	assaulted	John	
Wilson	with	a	stick	called	a	clubstaff	on	his	head,	and	gave	him	a	mortal	wound,	from	
which	Wilson	died	within	two	days.

SDSB,	4-5 9
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852 Wagstaff Nicholas London	 yeoman M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1486 1486-02-26 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	report	dated	27	Feb.	1486	over	the	body	of	John	Lowthe	of	London,	
gentleman,	in	the	parish	of	St.	Nicholas	Olyff.	The	jurors	found	that	Wagstaff	had	lain	
in	wait	and	assaulted	and	killed	Lowthe	with	a	dagger,	after	which	he	immediately	
fled	to	the	sanctuary	of	St.	Martin	le	Grand.	The	writ	calling	the	inquest	up	to	King's	
Bench	was	dated	9	Feb.	1487.

TNA,	KB	9/373,	mm.	15-17 764

347 Waikefeld Robert Nottinghamshi
re,	Dunham

yeoman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1508 1508-11-04 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Waikefeld	sought	sanctuary	on	4	Nov.	1508	
for	debt.

SDSB,	122 295

70 Wakefeld John Yorkshire,	
Egglestone	
Abbey

canon	of	
Egglestone	
Abbey

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1496 1496-04-11 Homicide Accessory Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	three	canons	of	Egglestone	Abbey	in	
Yorkshire	--	John	Wakefeld,	Thomas	Walkar,	and	William	Hall	--	along	with	one	of	the	
abbot's	servants,	Robert	Walkar,	sought	sanctuary	on	11	Apr.	1496	because	on	29	
Mar.	1496,	in	a	field	called	Lartington	Field	near	Startforth,	they	were	attacked	by	
Richard	Appelby	of	Cotherstone	and	his	retinue.	Robert	Walkar	struck	Appelby	on	the	
back	of	the	head	with	a	welsh	bill,	giving	him	a	wound	from	which	he	died	twelve	
days	later.	Robert	Walkar	sought	sanctuary	as	principal;	the	canons	as	accessories,	
because	they	were	present	with	him	and	they	fear	they	will	be	indicted	as	well.	In	
1503,	John	Wakefeld	was	elected	prior	of	Egglestone	Abbey,	thus	he	at	least	
presumably	was	not	prosecuted	or	was	pardoned.	http:--www.british-history.ac.uk-
report.aspx?compid=36276

SDSB,	27-28 64

1458 Walcheford John M Ripon Chartered	
Sanctuary

1486 John	Slingsby	Sr.	petitioned	the	king	in	parliament	regarding	an	appeal	of	murder	
(private	prosecution)	against	his	son	John	brought	by	Agnes,	wife	of	John	Walcheford,	
sanctuary	man	at	Ripon,	who	about	24	Aug.	1486	with	other	sanctuary	men	(60	in	
number)	attacked	his	[John	Sr.'s]	house	at	North	Studley	(Warws.?),	and	was	killed	in	
the	affray.

PROME,	1495-10,	no.	34	
(6:495)

1289

1357 Walett John M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1530 Felony Also	debt In	the	1532	and	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	censuses,	Walett	(identified	in	1532	as	
"a	pore	man")	was	named	as	having	entered	c.	1530	for	debt	(1532);	and	as	accessory	
to	felony	(1533).

TNA,	SP	1/70,	fol.	133;	SP	
1/238,	fols.	72-73

1191

73 Walkar Robert Yorkshire,	
Startforth

servant	of	
the	abbot	of	
Egglestone

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1496 1496-04-11 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	three	canons	of	Egglestone	Abbey	in	
Yorkshire	--	John	Wakefeld,	Thomas	Walkar,	and	William	Hall	--	along	with	one	of	the	
abbot's	servants,	Robert	Walkar,	sought	sanctuary	on	11	Apr.	1496	because	on	29	
Mar.	1496,	in	a	field	called	Lartington	Field	near	Startforth,	they	were	attacked	by	
Richard	Appelby	of	Cotherstone	and	his	retinue.	Robert	Walkar	struck	Appelby	on	the	
back	of	the	head	with	a	welsh	bill,	giving	him	a	wound	from	which	he	died	twelve	
days	later.	Robert	Walkar	sought	sanctuary	as	principal;	the	canons	as	accessories,	
because	they	were	present	with	him	and	they	fear	they	will	be	indicted	as	well.	In	
1503,	John	Wakefeld	was	elected	prior	of	Egglestone	Abbey,	thus	he	at	least	
presumably	was	not	prosecuted	or	was	pardoned.	http:--www.british-history.ac.uk-
report.aspx?compid=36276

SDSB,	27-28 64

71 Walkar Thomas Yorkshire,	
Egglestone	
Abbey

canon	of	
Egglestone	
Abbey

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1496 1496-04-11 Homicide Accessory Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	three	canons	of	Egglestone	Abbey	in	
Yorkshire	--	John	Wakefeld,	Thomas	Walkar,	and	William	Hall	--	along	with	one	of	the	
abbot's	servants,	Robert	Walkar,	sought	sanctuary	on	11	Apr.	1496	because	on	29	
Mar.	1496,	in	a	field	called	Lartington	Field	near	Startforth,	they	were	attacked	by	
Richard	Appelby	of	Cotherstone	and	his	retinue.	Robert	Walkar	struck	Appelby	on	the	
back	of	the	head	with	a	welsh	bill,	giving	him	a	wound	from	which	he	died	twelve	
days	later.	Robert	Walkar	sought	sanctuary	as	principal;	the	canons	as	accessories,	
because	they	were	present	with	him	and	they	fear	they	will	be	indicted	as	well.	In	
1503,	John	Wakefeld	was	elected	prior	of	Egglestone	Abbey,	thus	he	at	least	
presumably	was	not	prosecuted	or	was	pardoned.	http:--www.british-history.ac.uk-
report.aspx?compid=36276

SDSB,	27-28 64
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1216 Walker Alice Cambridgeshir
e,	Cambridge

spinster F Westminster	
Abbey	
(abjuration	from	
Cambridgeshire,	
Barnwell,	Priory	
of	St.	Giles)

Taking	church
Abjuration	to	
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1535 1535-02-04 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	at	Barnwell	in	the	liberty	of	the	city	of	Cambridge,	on	4	
Feb.	1535,	Alice	Walker	took	the	priory	church	of	St.	Giles	at	Barnwell.	She	confessed	
to	the	coroners	that	she	had	broken	into	the	close	of	Geoffrey	Rankyn	of	Cambridge,	
burgher,	and	stole	14s	in	money,	a	kirtle,	and	other	linens.	She	abjured,	was	branded,	
and	was	assigned,	with	her	consent,	Westminster	sanctuary.

TNA,	KB	9/531,	m.	95;	KB	
29/168,	m.	3

1067

712 Walker Christoph
er

Nottinghamshi
re,	
Nottingham

pouchmaker M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1521 1521-04-20 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Walker	sought	sanctuary	on	20	Apr.	1521	for	
debt.

SDSB,	197 643

531 Walker George M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1478 1478-04-14 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	William	Salvan,	Heghfeld,	John	Salvan,	
Walker,	and	Hunt	were	all	received	at	Beverley	on	14	April	1478	for	the	death	of	
Henry	Hardewyk,	killed	by	them.

SDSB,	160 468

839 Walker John London	 pewterer M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1476 1476-02-08 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	in	the	parish	of	St.	Giles	Cripplegate,	London,	15	Mar.	1476	over	the	
body	of	William	Duglas	of	London,	yeoman.	The	jurors	reported	that	on	8	Feb.	1476	
John	Walker	attacked	Duglas	with	a	pitchfork,	from	which	wound	Duglas	died	on	14	
March.	John	Wemme,	John	Vyvyan,	Thomas	Wyrall,	Robert	Rycherd,	and	William	
Grendell	were	accused	as	accessories.	The	jurors	said	that	after	the	felony	they	fled	to	
sanctuary	at	St.	Martin	le	Grand.	The	inquest	report	indicates	that	Wemme,	Vyvyan,	
Wyrall,	Rycherd,	and	Grendell	all	went	sine	die	when	they	came	to	trial.

TNA,	KB	9/343,	mm.	94-96 759

421 Walker John Yorkshire,	
Great	Ayton[?]

labourer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1501 1501-03-15 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Walker	sought	sanctuary	on	15	Mar.	1501	for	
the	homicide	of	Thomas	Nelson	at	Guisborough,	Yorks.

SDSB,	137 366

657 Walker Matthew Suffolk,	Ashby shoemaker M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1525 1525-01-28 Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Walker	sought	sanctuary	on	28	Jan.	1525	for	
security	of	his	life.

SDSB,	185 588

28 Walle Thomas Durham M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1483 1483-09-05 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Walle	sought	sanctuary	on	5	Sept.	1483,	
because	on	17	Aug.	1483	he	had	assaulted	a	servant	of	Thomas	Palmer	of	York	
between	"Aton	and	Barube"	[Egton	and	Barnby?]	in	Yorkshire,	striking	him	in	the	
chest	with	a	dagger,	from	which	blow	the	servant	died.	

SDSB,	10 24

985 Walsall Robert Warwickshire,	
Atherstone

yeoman M "Privileged	
Place"

Ambiguous 1526 1526-04-27 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	at	Atherstone,	Warwickshire,	on	28	Apr.	1526,	over	the	body	of	
Richard	Hassett	of	Atherstone,	glover.	Jurors	reported	that	on	27	Apr.	1526	between	
3pm	and	4pm	Walsall	assaulted	Hassett	and	gave	him	a	mortal	wound.	Afterwards,	
Walsall	"withdrew	to	a	privileged	place."

TNA,	KB	9/502,	m.	147 883

1861 Walsowen Elizabeth Gloucestershir
e,	Gloucester

spinster F Church-taking,	
Gloucestershire

Taking	church
Abjuration

1511 1511-03-06 Homicide Infanticide Coroner's	memorandum	dated	6	Mar.	1511	that	Walsowen	had	taken	the	church	of	
St.	Mary	near	Gloucester.	She	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	the	previous	Friday	
(28	Feb.	1511)	she	had	"with	force	and	arms,	that	is	with	swords	and	knives,"	killed	
her	own	newborn	male	infant,	slitting	his	throat	with	a	knife	immediately	after	his	
birth.	She	abjured.

KB	29/144,	m.	3 1627

1416 Walton Thomas M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 1532-06-01 Felony In	the	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Walton	was	named	as	having	entered	
sanctuary	for	felony	about	a	year	before	(1532).

TNA,	SP	1/238,	fols.	72-73 1250

1102 Walworth John Northamptons
hire,	Weston

yeoman M Church-taking,	
Cambridgeshire,	
Kingston	St.	
Andrew	the	
Apostle

Taking	church
Abjuration

Colchester 1486 1486-01-08 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	8	Jan.	1486	at	Kingston	in	Cambridgeshire	Walworth	
took	sanctuary	at	the	parish	church.	He	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	20	Jul.	1485	
he	had	assaulted	Hugh	Peke	at	Clifton,	Notts.,	and	killed	him.	Abjured,	but	by	
Michaelmas	1486	he	had	been	found	in	London	and	was	sentenced	to	be	hanged.

TNA,	KB	9/1060,	m.	66-67;	
KB	27/901,	rex	m.	3d

975
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1220 Warbarton William London	 servingman M Beverley	
(abjuration	from	
Hertfordshire,	
Layston	by	
Buntingford,	St.	
Bartholomew)

Taking	church
Abjuration	to	
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1535 1535-04-15 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	15	Apr.	1535	Warbarton	and	Maxvyle	took	the	
parish	church	of	St.	Bartholomew	at	Layston	by	Buntingford,	Herts.	They	confessed	
separately	that	on	15	Apr.	they	had	both	assaulted	an	unknown	man,	stealing	four	
pieces	of	say	cloth	and	other	goods,	on	the	high	road	towards	London	at	Buntingford.	
They	abjured,	were	branded,	and	both	chose	the	sanctuary	at	Beverley.	(Neither	
appear	in	the	Beverley	register.)

TNA,	KB	9/533,	m.	108;	KB	
29/168,	m.	27

1071

1240 Warbeck Perkin Pretender	to	
throne

M Beaulieu Chartered	
Sanctuary

1497 Civil	war According	to	the	Great	Chronicle	of	London,	Perkin	Warbeck	took	sanctuary	at	
Beaulieu	Abbey	along	with	nine	other	men,	including	one	named	as	John	Heyron,	
registering	themselves	as	sanctuary	men.	The	lord	chamberlain	sent	a	large	company	
of	men	to	ensure	that	he	would	not	be	able	to	escape.	Some	time	later,	Warbeck	was	
taken	--	the	chronicler	does	not	indicate	how,	whether	from	the	sanctuary	or	after	he	
left	it	--	and	brought	before	the	king	at	Taunton,	where	Henry	pardoned	and	forgave	
him.

Great	Chronicle	of	London,	
282;	McSheffrey,	SS,	14,	49,	
130,	133

1088

167 Ward Christoph
er

Westmorland,	
Cotisflate	[?]

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1508 1508-10-30 Escape	from	
custody

Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Ward	sought	sanctuary	on	30	Oct.	1508	
because	on	15	Oct.	1508	he	had	broken	out	of	the	king's	gaol	at	Appleby	in	
Westmorland.

SDSB,	53 134

426 Ward Richard Gloucestershir
e,	Bristol

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1495 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Warde	sought	sanctuary	for	debt.	This	entry	
has	no	date;	it	follows	an	entry	from	11	Mar.	1495	so	assigned	to	1495.

SDSB,	138-39 371

210 Warde Francis Yorkshire,	
West	Rayns,	
Nappa

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1515 1515-06-02 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Warde	sought	sanctuary	on	2	Jun.	1515	
because	on	26	May	1515	at	West	Rayns	he	was	assaulted,	and	and	thus	struck	back	at	
William	Walker	of	Nappa	with	a	pikestaff,	giving	him	wounds	from	which	he	died	10	
days	later.	(Note	that	10	days	had	not	yet	elapsed	when	he	sought	sanctuary.)

SDSB,	67 176

322 Warde Richard Berkshire,	
Clevar[?]

gentleman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1505 1505-06-17 Security Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Warde	sought	sanctuary	on	17	Jun.	1505	for	
the	safety	of	his	body	and	his	goods	(for	debt?).

SDSB,	116 270

554 Warde Thomas Huntingdonshi
re,	Spaldwick

chapman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1482 1482-03-19 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Warde	sought	sanctuary	on	19	Mar.	1482	for	
the	death	of	Thomas	Richardson	of	Mildenhall,	Norfolk.

SDSB,	165 489

752 Wardson Richard Norfolk,	Lynn draper M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1534 1534-07-26 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Wardson	sought	sanctuary	on	8	Jul.	1534	for	
debt.

SDSB,	205 681

109 Warener Thomas Westmorland,	
Kendal	Holy	
Trinity

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1504 1504-06-30 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Warener	and	Couk,	on	30	Jun.	1504	sought	
sanctuary	because,	following	an	assault	on	the	two	men	made	by	Christopher	Man	of	
Whitwell	in	Kendall	at	"Petmoss"	on	10	Jun.	1504,	Warener	struck	Man	on	the	head	
with	a	flat	club,	killing	him,	Couk	being	present.

SDSB,	40 96

175 Warkcopp George Yorkshire,	
Richmond

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1509 1509-10-31 Homicide Self-defence Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Warkcopp	sought	sanctuary	on	31	Oct.	1509	
because	in	St.	Nicholas	Lonyng	lane	in	Richmond	on	27	Oct.	1509,	in	self-defence,	he	
struck	Richard	Goldsmyth	of	Richmond	in	the	neck	with	a	"hynger"	(short	sword).	
Goldsmyth	immediately	died.

SDSB,	56 142

1793 Warmyngto
n

Geoffrey London	 priest,	vicar	
of	St.	Martin	
le	Grand

M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1467 A	Chancery	petition	by	John	Passheley,	an	embroiderer	who	also	called	himself	a	clerk	
of	St.	Martin	le	Grand,	complained	that	he	has	been	unjustly	sued	on	a	plea	of	
trespass	by	John	Kirkeham,	"Caichpoll	[thief-catcher]	of	London,"	who	had	arrested	
Geoffrey	Warmyngton,	vicar	of	St.	Martin's,	for	an	unspecified	offence;	Warmyngton	
had	made	his	escape	and	fled	to	SMLG,	where	he	took	sanctuary.	Kirkeham	tried	to	
seize	Warmyngton	from	SMLG,	but	Passheley	and	others	prevented	him,	but	as	
preventing	the	arrest	was	his	duty	as	a	clerk	of	SMLG,	he	believes	this	is	an	unlawful	
suit.	The	date	is	an	approximate	guess	--	the	bill	is	undated	and	by	its	address	could	
be	1433-43	or	1467-72.	

TNA,	C	1/45/144 1568
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754 Warren Robert Nottinghamshi
re,	
Nottingham

malter M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1534 1534-07-20 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Warren	sought	sanctuary	on	20	Jul.	1534	for	
debt.

SDSB,	206 683

975 Warwyk John Hertfordshire,	
Denham

M Church-taking,	
Essex,	Hutton

Taking	church
Abjuration

Dover 1525 1525-08-26 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	26	Aug.	1525	Warwyk	took	the	church	of	St.	
Laurence	in	Hutton,	Essex.	He	confessed	to	the	coroner	on	31	Aug.	that	he	and	
Thomas	Watson	of	St.	Albans,	dyer,	had	on	26	Aug.	assaulted	Henry	Crosse,	clerk,	on	
the	king's	road	near	Shenfield	in	Essex,	stealing	10s	6d	in	money	from	him.	He	
abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/501/1,	m.	94 873

1688 Waterman Richard Somerset,	
Henlade

labourer M SJJ:	Preceptory	
of	Minchin	
Buckland,	
Somerset

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1517 1517-02-10 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	10	Feb.	1517	at	Taunton	over	the	body	of	Thomas	Rody	of	Taunton,	
labourer.	Jurors	say	that	on	9	Feb.	1517	at	10	am	Waterman	assaulted	and	killed	him	
instantly,	and	then	immediately	afterward	he	fled	to	the	sanctuary	of	St.	John	the	
Baptist	at	Buckland	(the	Hospitaller	preceptory	at	Minchin	Buckland).	The	King's	
Bench	controlment	roll	indicates	he	was	outlawed	on	17	Jan.	1518.

TNA,	KB	9/1002,	m.	46;	KB	
29/149,	m.	2d

1469

1754 Waters John London	 embroiderer,	
alias	yeoman

M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1526 1526-09-04 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	about	7	Sept.	1526	[date	illegible	on	damaged	document,	inferred	
from	KB	27]	over	the	body	of	Nicholas	Mapurley	of	Crouchend,	yeoman.	The	jurors	
reported	that	John	Waters,	Thomas	Foster,	gentleman	of	the	king's	household,	and	
John	Hert,	another	embroiderer	of	London,	killed	Mapurley	at	Crouchend.	Waters,	
the	principal	felon,	is	the	only	one	said	to	have	fled	to	sanctuary.	The	other	two	
appeared	in	KB	when	the	widow	appealed	the	murder.	Thomas	Foster	died	before	the	
case	proceeded,	and	the	widow	abandoned	the	appeal	before	it	went	to	the	jury	
regarding	Hert	(and	then	Hert	was	acquitted	by	the	jury	on	the	king's	suit).	Waters	
was	outlawed.

TNA,	KB	9/973,	m.	87;	KB	
29/159,	m.	3;	KB	27/1063,	
plea	m.	62

1532

299 Watkyn Thomas Durham,	
Gwesso[?]

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1510 1510-11-18 Homicide Alexander	Morley	and	Thomas	Watkyn	of	[Gwesso?]	in	the	bishopric	of	Durham	
sought	sanctuary	on	18	Nov.	1510	for	the	homicide	of	a	man	named	Personell.

SDSB,	112 247

227 Watson George Northumberla
nd,	Belsay

husbandman M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1516 1516-08-08 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	George	Watson	and	his	sons	Robert	and	John	
Watson	sought	sanctuary	on	8	Jul.	1516	because	George	and	John	were	present	on	18	
Jun.	1516	at	Ingoe	Crag	in	Northumberland,	aiding	Robert	Watson	as	he	struck	John	
Story	on	the	head	with	a	lance,	giving	him	a	wound	from	which	he	died	sixteen	days	
later.	

SDSB,	72 192

285 Watson Humphre
y

Yorkshire,	
Great	Ayton

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1519 1519-12-07 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Watson	sought	sanctuary	on	7	Dec.	1519	
because	on	5	Nov.	1519,	in	the	town	of	Cold	Ingleby,	after	an	assault	made	on	him,	he	
struck	William	Thornton	on	the	right	part	of	the	neck	with	a	dagger,	killing	him.

SDSB,	87 234

229 Watson John Northumberla
nd,	Belsay

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1516 1516-08-08 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	George	Watson	and	his	sons	Robert	and	John	
Watson	sought	sanctuary	on	8	Jul.	1516	because	George	and	John	were	present	on	18	
Jun.	1516	at	Ingoe	Crag	in	Northumberland,	aiding	Robert	Watson	as	he	struck	John	
Story	on	the	head	with	a	lance,	giving	him	a	wound	from	which	he	died	sixteen	days	
later.	

SDSB,	72 192

611 Watson John Yorkshire,	
Kingston	upon	
Hull

weaver M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1518 1518-02-07 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Watson	sought	sanctuary	on	7	Feb.	1518	for	
debt.

SDSB,	176 542

255 Watson John Lincolnshire,	
Swineshead

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1518 1518-05-08 Homicide Self-defence;	
also	theft

Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Watson	sought	sanctuary	on	8	May	1518	
because,	after	he	had	been	attacked	by	two	unknown	men	on	26	Apr.	1518	at	
Stayngate	near	the	town	of	Stamford,	Lincs.,	he	struck	back	in	defence	of	his	own	
body	and	wounded	them	in	many	parts	of	their	body.	He	left	them	in	danger	of	death	
to	seek	sanctuary.	He	also	seeks	sanctuary	for	stealing	a	horse	and	60s	in	money	from	
the	goods	of	Blaise	Holande,	gentleman,	of	the	parish	of	Swineshead.

SDSB,	78 211
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1304 Watson John London	 brewer M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1527 1527-02-19 Homicide A	dossier	of	documents	that	had	been	amongst	Cromwell's	private	papers,	and	are	
now	amongst	the	State	Papers,	involve	a	complicated	case	of	alleged	wife	murder	in	
1527.	Watson	stabbed	his	wife	Isabel	in	a	quarrel	on	19	Feb.	1527	and	left	her	for	
dead,	fleeing	to	sanctuary	at	Westminster.	Isabel	did	not	immediately	die,	however,	
although	soon	after	she	miscarried	the	child	she	was	carrying.	A	coroner's	inquest	(a	
copy	of	which	is	in	the	dossier,	but	not	sent	to	King's	Bench)	was	held	on	the	child's	
body,	but	the	jurors	ruled	that	it	had	been	stillborn	of	natural	causes	(with	no	
mention	of	the	stabbing	or	assault).	Isabel	lingered	for	some	months	after	that,	and	
John	emerged	from	the	sanctuary	as	he	had	not	committed	a	felony,	at	least	as	long	
as	she	remained	alive.	Isabel	finally	died	in	June	1527.	Another	coroner's	inquest	on	
her	body	ruled	that,	although	she	had	been	stabbed	in	February	by	her	husband,	
those	wounds	were	not	responsible	for	her	death,	which	had	been	natural.	(Again,	
the	coroner's	inquest	report	was	not	sent	to	King's	Bench	and	survives	only	in	the	
dossier.)	The	dossier	survives	because	Isabel's	brother-in-law	Nicholas	Spakeman	and	
her	sister	Julian	Spakeman	engaged	in	a	series	of	lawsuits	against	Watson,	and	he	in	
turn	counter-sued	them,	both	in	relation	to	alleged	murder	and	(perhaps	most	
pertinently)	in	relation	to	the	couple's	goods,	which	had	come	into	the	hands	of	the	
Spakemans	during	the	period	of	chaos	following	the	assault.	Cromwell	was	amongst	
those	who	brokered	a	deal	between	the	two	parties,	which	is	how	the	papers	came	
into	his	possession.

TNA,	SP	1/42,	fols.	126-2,	
142	(L&P,	4/2:1461-63)

1139

228 Watson Robert Northumberla
nd,	Belsay

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1516 1516-08-08 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	George	Watson	and	his	sons	Robert	and	John	
Watson	sought	sanctuary	on	8	Jul.	1516	because	George	and	John	were	present	on	18	
Jun.	1516	at	Ingoe	Crag	in	Northumberland,	aiding	Robert	Watson	as	he	struck	John	
Story	on	the	head	with	a	lance,	giving	him	a	wound	from	which	he	died	sixteen	days	
later.	

SDSB,	72 192

60 Watson Thomas Yorkshire,	
Richmond

recently	
apprentice	
of	Roland	
Walker

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1495 1495-02-21 Homicide Also	escape	
from	gaol

Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Watson,	recently	apprentice	of	Roland	
Walker	also	of	Richmond,	sought	sanctuary	on	21	Feb.	1495	because	at	Richmond	he	
assaulted	Thomas	Forster,	walker	of	the	same	place,	on	20	Jan.	1495,	stabbing	him	in	
the	head	with	a	dagger,	from	which	wound	Forster	died	within	two	weeks.	He	sought	
sanctuary	also	for	breaking	out	of	the	prison	at	Richmond.

SDSB,	24 55

284 Watson Thomas Northumberla
nd,	Bassington

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1519 1519-08-31 Asportation Accessory Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	on	31	Aug.	1519	Watson	sought	sanctuary	
because	he	had	been	a	receiver	of	stolen	goods	and	animals	from	Northumberland.

SDSB,	86-87 233

713 Watterhous James Yorkshire,	
Halifax

weaver M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1530 1530-01-14 False	coining Accessory Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Watterhous	sought	sanctuary	on	14	Jan.	
1530,	"for	that	he	did	know	one	Lawrence	Haulesworth	of	Sowerby	[Yorks]	to	coin	
money	falsely,	contrary	to	the	king's	crown	and	dignity	and	laws,	and	he	did	consent	
and	give	counsel	to	the	said	coining,	to	whom	the	said	privilege	is	granted	and	he	
swore."

SDSB,	197 644

807 Wawe William Worcestershir
e,	Humulton	
[Hampton?],	
Fyppeston[?]

husbandman
;	yeoman

M Beaulieu Chartered	
Sanctuary

1427 1427-03-05 Asportation A	husbandman	of	Worcestershire,	William	Wawe,	was	indicted	for	a	series	of	
burglaries	and	thefts	c.	1426.	He	took	sanctuary	at	Beaulieu	abbey,	and	when	the	
abbot	refused	to	hand	him	over	when	asked,	he	(the	abbot)	was	summoned	to	King's	
Bench	to	show	the	abbey’s	sanctuary	privileges,	which	he	was	not	able	to	prove	
satisfactorily.	Wawe	was	evidently	seized	from	the	sanctuary	and	hanged	in	Trinity	
term	1428.	A	John	Pasford,	gentleman,	of	Beaulieu,	and	others	were	indicted	for	
receiving	Wawe	(inside	or	outside	the	sanctuary?),	knowing	him	to	be	a	felon	(this	
indictment	was	ruled	insufficient	in	law).	Wawe’s	case	was	much	commented	upon	in	
legal	reports;	although	Beaulieu’s	sanctuary	privilege	in	his	case	was	not	secure,	the	
abbey	did	in	later	decades	successfully	harbour	sanctuary	seekers.

Seipp	1429.033;	Seipp	
1429.071;	TNA,	KB	9/222/2,	
m.	35-37;	KB	27/673,	rex	m.	
7;	KB	15/42,	fol	158r-161v
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1481 Wayffy William London	 victualler M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1530 Debt In	a	Chancery	bill,	Wayffy	complained	that	on	18	Feb.	1530	John	Oonely,	gentleman,	
caused	him	to	be	unlawfully	arrested	within	the	sanctuary	of	St.	Martin	le	Grand	for	
debt.	The	petition	is	datable	to	1529-1532.

TNA,	C	1/689/7 1308

1358 Wayte Alice F Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 Debt In	the	1532	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Thomas	Wayte	and	Alice	his	wife	were	
named	as	having	entered	for	debt.

TNA,	SP	1/70,	fol.	133 1192

1359 Wayte Thomas pointmaker M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 Debt In	the	1532	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Thomas	Wayte	and	Alice	his	wife	were	
named	as	having	entered	for	debt.

TNA,	SP	1/70,	fol.	133 1193

1090 Webbe John Middlesex,	
Islington

M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1388 1388-06-22 Homicide Self-defence Coroner's	inquest	at	Islington	22	June	1388	over	the	body	of	Simon	Hert	of	Islington.	
The	jurors	found	that	John	Webbe	killed	Hert	in	his	own	defence,	and	then	
immediately	fled	to	the	sanctuary	of	Westminster.

TNA,	JUST	2/97B,	m.	1 962

1154 Webbe John Surrey,	
Southwark

yeoman M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1536 1536-11-04 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	7	Nov.	1536	at	Southwark	over	the	body	of	Henry	Skrevyn	of	
Southwark,	yeoman.	The	jurors	reported	that	on	4	Nov.	Skrevyn	had	been	within	the	
town	of	Southwark	about	7pm	when	Webbe	and	William	Loggett	of	Southwark,	
yeoman,	assaulted	and	killed	him.	Loggett	was	arrested	at	the	scene	and	taken	to	
King's	Bench	prison,	but	Webbe	fled	to	St.	Martin	le	Grand	for	sanctuary.	Loggett	was	
acquitted	at	trial	in	Easter	1537,	but	the	King's	Bench	controlment	roll	indicates	that	
Webbe	was	outlawed.

TNA,	KB	9/1065,	m.	116;	KB	
27/1101,	rex	m.	4;	KB	
29/169,	m.	27d	

1014

1742 Webbe William Gloucestershir
e,	
"Northebery"

cook M Church-taking,	
Hertfordshire,	
Hertford	St.	
Mary

Taking	church
Abjuration

Lynn 1526 1526-11-23 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	on	23	Nov.	1526	at	Hertford,	that	Webbe	took	the	cemetery	
of	the	parish	church	of	the	Blessed	Mary	by	Hertford	priory.	Confessed	to	the	coroner	
that	together	with	John	Butler	of	Wells,	Somerset,	mercer,	he	had	on	6	Jun.	1526	
broken	into	the	close	of	William	Rawlyn	at	Tetbury,	Gloucs.,	and	stolen	two	geldings	
worth	4	marks.	He	also	confessed	that	on	5	Sept.	1526	he	had	broken	into	a	house	at	
Hichin,	Herts.,	and	stolen	two	tunics	and	other	clothes.	He	abjured	and	was	assigned	
Bishop's	Lynn.	Webbe	was	part	of	a	group	of	nine	men	who	sought	churches	in	
Hertford	and	abjured,	all	on	the	same	day,	23	Nov.	1526;	they	came	from	different	
parts	of	England;	they	confessed	to	different	felonies;	and	they	were	all	assigned	
different	ports.	Eight	sought	St.	Mary's	parish	church	in	Hertford,	one	the	parish	
church	of	All	Hallows.	It	is	most	likely	they	had	all	broken	out	of	a	prison	together,	
perhaps	at	Hertford	castle.

TNA,	KB	9/973,	m.	59;	KB	
29/159,	m.	2

1520

537 Webster John Yorkshire,	
Newton	by	
Leeds

servant M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1479 1479-07-04 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Webster	sought	sanctuary	on	4	Jul.	1479	for	
the	death	of	Richard	Hubersty	of	Altofts,	Yorkshire,	labourer,	killed	by	him	on	Monday	
28	June	of	the	same	year.

SDSB,	161 473

582 Webster Thomas Yorkshire,	
Lowthorpe

weaver M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1522 1522-08-18 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Webster	sought	sanctuary	on	18	Aug.	1522	
for	the	death	of	Thomas	Ayke	of	Littlebeck,	Yorks.

SDSB,	171 515

931 Wedde John Essex,	Maldon yeoman M Church-taking,	
Essex,	Maldon	
All	Hallows

Taking	church 1518 1518-05-26 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	at	Maldon,	Essex,	on	4	Jun.	1518	over	the	body	of	Thomas	
Gaywode,	gentleman.	Jurors	reported	that	Wedde	assaulted	Gaywode	around	5	pm	
on	26	May,	giving	him	a	wound	from	which	he	died	on	4	Jun.	Wedde	immediately	fled	
to	the	church	of	All	Hallows	in	Maldon,	and	from	there	escaped	due	to	the	negligence	
of	the	townspeople	of	Maldon.	

TNA,	KB	9/476,	m.	109 829

52 Weddrelt John Northumberla
nd,	Bolam

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1491 1491-12-01 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Weddrelt	sought	sanctuary	on	1	Dec.	1491	
because	on	13	Apr.	1491	he	had	struck	Roland	Sharpe	also	of	Bolam	with	a	welsh	bill,	
and	when	he	fell	to	the	ground	he	stabbed	him	two	or	three	times	with	a	dagger,	
from	which	wounds	Sharpe	immediately	died.

SDSB,	20 47

304 Weler Audrey	
[Etheldre
da]

Lincolnshire	 spinster F Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1510 1510-12-31 Felony Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Audrey	[Etheldreda]	Weler	sought	sanctuary	
on	31	Dec.	1510	for	felony.

SDSB,	113 252
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1465 Welles	 Richard Baron	Welles M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1470 Civil	war Polydore	Vergil	reported	that	in	1470	Richard	Welles	and	Thomas	Dymmok,	who	had	
been	in	league	with	Warwick	and	Clarence,	went	into	sanctuary	at	Westminster	
fearing	Edward	IV's	ire;	Edward	persuaded	them	to	come	out	of	sanctuary	and	then	
beheaded	them	("to	the	worst	example	that	might	be").

Vergil,	English	History,	127 1296

1621 Wells John Oxfordshire,	
Oxford

glover M Church-taking,	
Oxfordshire,	
Oxford	All	
Hallows

Taking	church 1491 1491-02-15 Homicide On	15	Feb.	1491	Wells	took	the	church	of	All	Hallows	in	Oxford	and	confessed	to	the	
Oxfordshire	coroner	the	murder	of	Thomas	Ludlow,	serjeant	of	the	mace	at	Oxford,	
on	12	Jan.	1491.	He	abjured.	Around	the	same	time,	Margery	Ludlow,	widow	of	the	
murder	victim,	petitioned	the	king,	complaining	that	Wells	had	also	murdered	
another	man,	Robert	Phylipson,	and	that	her	husband	had	died	while	he	had	
attempted	to	arrest	him	for	that	murder.	In	her	complaint,	she	said	that	after	he	had	
taken	church	for	Ludlow's	murder	he	had	refused	to	confess	to	coroner	or	abjure	(?),	
and	was	then	taken	from	church	and	convicted	at	trial;	now	efforts	had	been	made	
on	his	behalf	to	restore	him	to	sanctuary,	and	Margery	Ludlow	prayed	that	the	king	
would	quash	those	efforts.	It	is	possible	that	Wells's	abjuration	record	indicates	that	
he	was	in	fact	restored	to	the	sanctuary	despite	the	widow's	plea.	The	writ	attached	
to	the	memorandum	of	his	abjuration	was	dated	1496	(a	KB	27	record	not	searched	
for).

TNA,	KB	9/410,	mm.	65-66;	
Herbert	Edward	Salter	and	
Vivian	Hunter	Galbraith,	
eds.,	Snappe’s	Formulary	
and	Other	Records	(Oxford:	
Clarendon	Press,	1924),	252-
53

1402

1565 Wells Thomas Hampshire,	
Winchester

tailor M Hampshire,	
Winchester,	
Carmelite	Friary

Chartered	
Sanctuary
Ambiguous

1506 1506-08-02 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	6	Aug.	1506	at	the	"sok"	of	Winchester	over	the	body	of	Richard	
Wilson	of	Winchester,	labourer.	Jurors	reported	that	Wells	assaulted	Wilson	on	2	Aug.	
at	6	pm,	attacking	him	with	a	weapon	called	"a	murderer,"	stabbing	him	in	the	chest,	
giving	him	a	wound	from	which	he	died	on	6	Aug.	Wells	fled	following	the	stabbing	to	
sanctuary	in	the	house	of	the	Carmelite	Friars	in	Winchester	(whether	for	permanent	
sanctuary	or	as	prelude	to	abjuration	is	unclear).	The	inquest	report	was	delivered	to	
King's	Bench	on	28	Oct.	1506.

TNA,	KB	9/443,	m.	24 1367

1730 Wellys Ralph London	 Lathe-
cleaner

M Church-taking,	
London,	St.	
Magnus

Taking	church 1515 1515-11-14 Asportation At	gaol	delivery	at	Colchester	in	Lent	1516	Wellys	was	indicted	for	a	robbery	on	4	
Nov.	1515	on	the	king's	road	at	Matching,	Essex,	assaulting	and	robbing	John	Hunt	of	
over	£7	and	a	horse.	Wellys	pleaded	sanctuary,	saying	that	he	had	taken	the	church	of	
St.	Magnus	in	London	and	had	been	violently	extracted	by	unknown	men.	

TNA,	KB	9/969,	m.	64 1510

436 Wellys Walter London	 M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1496 1496-07-14 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Wellys	sought	sanctuary	on	14	Jul.	1496	for	
the	homicide	of	a	certain	[blank]	Trelawnii.

SDSB,	140 381

840 Wemme John London	 goldsmith M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1476 1476-02-08 Homicide Accessory Coroner's	inquest	in	the	parish	of	St.	Giles	Cripplegate,	London,	15	Mar.	1476	over	the	
body	of	William	Duglas	of	London,	yeoman.	The	jurors	reported	that	on	8	Feb.	1476	
John	Walker	attacked	Duglas	with	a	pitchfork,	from	which	wound	Duglas	died	on	14	
March.	John	Wemme,	John	Vyvyan,	Thomas	Wyrall,	Robert	Rycherd,	and	William	
Grendell	were	accused	as	accessories.	The	jurors	said	that	after	the	felony	they	fled	to	
sanctuary	at	St.	Martin	le	Grand.	The	inquest	report	indicates	that	Wemme,	Vyvyan,	
Wyrall,	Rycherd,	and	Grendell	all	went	sine	die	when	they	came	to	trial.	Wemme	was	
also	accused	of	counterfeiting.

TNA,	KB	9/343,	mm.	94-96;	
KB	9/343,	mm.	102-4

759

512 Wenslay Thomas Norfolk,	
Norwich

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1493 1493-03-13 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Wenslay	sought	sanctuary	on	13	Mar.	1493	
for	debt.

SDSB,	156 453

1129 Wenwryght Hugh Surrey,	
Merton

yeoman M Church-taking,	
London,	St.	
Michael	Cornhill

Taking	church 1506 1506-11-10 Asportation At	Surrey	gaol	delivery	15	Feb.	1507,	Wenryght	appeared	to	face	indictment	that	he	
had	burglarized	the	house	of	the	prior	of	Merton	Priory	in	Surrey,	stealing	various	
items	of	plate.	He	pleaded	sanctuary,	stating	that	he	had	taken	the	church	of	St.	
Michael	Cornhill	in	London	for	several	felonies	and	murders,	and	that	diverse	
unknown	men	had	violently	taken	him	out	of	the	church	"again	the	ecclesiastical	
laws,"	and	he	sought	to	be	restored.	He	refused	to	plead	to	the	felony,	"refusing	the	
king's	law."	His	case	was	brought	to	King's	Bench	in	Hillary	1508,	when	Wenright	
changed	his	plea	to	not	guilty.	On	5	Nov.	1509	he	again	appeared	in	King's	Bench	and	
presented	a	pardon,	and	went	sine	die.

TNA,	KB	9/445,	m.	88;	KB	
27/986,	rex	m.	6d;	KB	
27/993,	rex	m.	17	

995
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186 Werener Thomas Westmorland,	
Selside,	Kendal

horse-gelder M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1511 1511-02-10 Debt Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Werener	sought	sanctuary	on	10	Feb.	1511	
for	debt.

SDSB,	60 153

99 Wescard John Westmorland,	
Morland

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1503 1503-09-12 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Wescard	sought	sanctuary	on	12	Sept.	1503	
for	having	struck	Nicholas	Brown	on	the	head	with	a	welsh	bill	on	the	king's	high	road	
in	Morland.	Henry	Wescard,	John's	brother,	had	been	present,	but	was	not	a	party	to	
Nicholas's	death.	Brown	died	eight	days	later	from	the	wound.

SDSB,	38 89

63 West Henry Yorkshire,	
Gilling	West

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1495 1495-03-12 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	West	sought	sanctuary	on	12	Mar.	1495	for	
having	assaulted	and	killed	Richard	Lithfote	of	the	same	parish	on	8	Dec.	1493	or	
1494;	he	struck	him	on	the	head	with	a	baselard.

SDSB,	25 58

1417 West Nicholas grocer M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 Debt In	the	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	West	was	named	as	having	entered	for	
debt.

TNA,	SP	1/238,	fols.	72-73 1251

868 West Robert London	 tailor M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1496 1496-07-12 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	report	13	Jul.	1496	in	the	parish	of	St.	Leonard	Foster	Lane	in	
London,	over	the	body	of	John	Newlond.	Jurors	found	that	on	12	Jul.	in	the	evening	
Newlond	had	been	in	God's	peace	and	the	king's	when	West	stabbed	him	with	a	knife	
called	a	"halomshire	cutte."	Newlond	immediately	died,	and	immediately	after	
committing	the	felony	West	fled	to	St.	Martin	le	Grand	(which	was	immediately	
adjacent).	In	another	record	submitted	to	King's	Bench,	West's	wife	Alice	West,	

TNA,	KB	9/410,	mm.	26-28;	
KB	29/127,	m.	3

778

334 West Robert Lincolnshire,	
Aylesby

smith M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1506 1506-05-15 Felony Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	West	sought	sanctuary	in	on	Rogation	days	
(mid-May)	1506,	for	felony.

SDSB,	119 282

143 Westell Christoph
er

Cumbria,	
Brough	under	
Stainmore

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1506 1506-08-31 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	William	and	Christopher	Westell	sought	
sanctuary	on	31	Aug.	1506,	because	on	26	Aug.	they	had	killed	Richard	Jafeld	in	the	
field	of	Warcop	by	striking	him	on	the	left	leg	with	a	bill,	causing	him	to	bleed	to	
death.

SDSB,	46 113

142 Westell William Cumbria,	
Brough	under	
Stainmore

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1506 1506-08-31 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	William	and	Christopher	Westell	sought	
sanctuary	on	31	Aug.	1506,	because	on	26	Aug.	they	had	killed	Richard	Jafeld	in	the	
field	of	Warcop	by	striking	him	on	the	left	leg	with	a	bill,	causing	him	to	bleed	to	
death.

SDSB,	46 113

622 Weston Thomas Yorkshire,	
Snaith[?]

singingman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1518 1518-10-02 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Weston,	of	"Snap,"	Yorkshire,	sought	
sanctuary	on	2	Oct.	1518	for	debt.

SDSB,	178 553

510 Westrewe John Cumbria,	
Bassenthwaite

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1516 1516-11-15 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Westrewe	sought	sanctuary	on	15	Nov.	
1516*	for	the	homicide	of	Thomas	Johnson	of	Bassenthwaite,	whom	he	killed	with	a	
staff	on	6	Oct.	1516.	[*Thornley	corrects	the	date	from	8	Hen.	VII	to	8	Hen.	VIII.]

SDSB,	156;	Thornley,	
"Sanctuary	Registers	at	
Beverley,"	396.

451

760 Westwood William Lincolnshire,	
Thornton[?]

labourer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1535 1535-12-23 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Westwood	sought	sanctuary	on	23	Dec.	1535	
for	debt.

SDSB,	207 689

556 Weton William Yorkshire,	
North	Ferriby

yeoman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1482 1482-11-15 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Weton	sought	sanctuary	on	15	Nov.	1482	for	
the	death	of	John	Atkynson	of	the	same	place,	chaplain,	killed	by	Weton	on	19	Sept.	
of	the	same	year.

SDSB	165-66 491

1418 Whafere Edward M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 1533-05-18 Homicide Accessory In	the	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Whafere	was	named	as	having	entered	as	
accessory	to	murder,	about	two	weeks	before	(i.e.	~18	May	1533).

TNA,	SP	1/238,	fols.	72-73 1252

651 Wharff Thomas London	 skinner M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1524 1524-10-03 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Wharff	sought	sanctuary	on	3	Oct.	1524	for	
debt.

SDSB,	184 582
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1530 Whatman John Sussex,	
Ticehurst

roper[?] M Church-taking,	
Surrey,	Sheen

Taking	church
Abjuration

Southampt
on

1490 1490-05-05 Asportation Whatman	appears	to	have	been	a	serial	horse	thief	–	and	a	serial	sanctuary-taker.	He	
took	sanctuary	twice	within	a	few	days	in	early	May	1490,	following	what	must	have	
been	an	escape	from	custody.	At	the	Sussex	peace	sessions	at	Lewes	in	April	1490,	
Whatman	was	tried	for	stealing	John	Podeland's	horse	at	Heathfield,	Sussex,	on	8	
Sept.	1489.	Whatman	at	first	pleaded	not	guilty,	but	then	changed	his	plea	to	guilty	
and	sought	the	coroner,	presumably	to	turn	approver.	Less	than	a	month	later,	14	
May	1490,	he	appeared	before	King’s	Bench,	where	he	instead	pleaded	sanctuary,	
claiming	that	he	had	a	week	before,	on	7	May	1490,	taken	the	church	of	St.	George	
the	Martyr	in	Southwark.	He	had	presumably	in	the	meantime	escaped	from	custody,	
but	then	once	he	entered	the	church	of	St.	George	he	was	seized	by	a	certain	John	
Turbervyle,	knight.	The	attorney	general	agreed	with	Whatman’s	plea,	and	he	was	
ordered	by	the	court	to	be	restored	to	the	church	and	await	the	coroner.	In	
Michaelmas	term	1491,	his	case	once	again	appeared	before	the	justices	at	King’s	
Bench,	and	this	time	a	different	record	of	abjuration	was	submitted	–	this	one	dated	5	
May	1490,	only	two	days	before	the	other,	this	time	instead	for	a	sanctuary	claim	at	
the	church	of	St.	George	within	the	verge	of	the	king’s	household	at	Sheen.	At	that	
time	he	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	in	May	1489	he	had	stolen	a	horse	at	
Wadhurst,	Sussex,	and	abjured,	being	assigned	Southampton.	Evidently	instead	of	
proceeding	to	Southampton	he	headed	to	the	London	area	where	he	took	sanctuary	
again	at	Southwark	-	but	that	is	not	what	he	told	the	court	when	he	appeared	there	in	
Michaelmas	1491.	He	explained	then	that	as	he	was	on	his	way	from	the	abjuration	at	
Sheen	towards	Southampton,	he	had	been	taken	prisoner	by	the	sheriff	of	Surrey,	
John	Apsle,	and	held	at	Gulldford	for	16	weeks,	where	they	gave	him	only	bread	and	
water	on	alternate	days,	and	to	save	his	life	he	escaped.	The	court	did	not	accept	this	
plea,	however	(which	appears	to	be	inconsistent	with	the	other	records),	and	he	was	
sentenced	to	be	hanged.

TNA,	KB	9/391,	mm.	67-68;	
KB	27/915,	rex	m.	4d;	KB	
27/921,	rex	m.	6	(GD);	KB	
29/120,	m.	19d

1348

376 Whetfeld Alexander Warwickshire,	
Honington

gentleman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1511 1511-12-11 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Whetfeld	sought	sanctuary	on	11	Dec.	1511	
for	debt.

SDSB,	128 324

418 White John Norfolk,	Lynn labourer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1500 1500-12-31 Security Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	White	sought	sanctuary	on	31	Dec.	1500	for	
his	security	and	"for	divers	offences."

SDSB,	137 363

1140 White John Gloucestershir
e,	Bristol

labourer M SJJ:	Bristol	
Temple	Fee

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1516 1516-04-10 Homicide In	June	1516	at	Gloucestershire	peace	sessions,	three	Bristol	men	—	John	White,	
labourer;	John	Johnson,	smith;	and	Edward	Fowler,	goldsmith	—	were	indicted	for	the	
murder	of	Thomas	Fynnemour	on	the	king’s	road	in	the	Kingswood	forest	outside	
Bristol	on	13	Mar.	1516.	When	brought	before	King’s	Bench	only	weeks	following	the	
indictment,	they	pleaded	sanctuary,	using	elaborate	wording	presumably	provided	by	
the	Hospitaller	order.	The	question	was	not	put	to	a	jury;	instead,	the	king’s	attorney,	
after	requests	for	deferments	for	six	terms	until	Hillary	1518,	argued	that	the	plea	
was	insufficient	in	law.	The	justices	did	not	render	a	decision,	however,	returning	the	
prisoners	to	the	Marshalsea.	For	each	term	from	Hillary	1518	until	Trinity	1522,	the	
judges	demurred,	and	each	term	the	prisoners	were	returned	to	the	Marshalsea.	In	
the	midst	of	these	term-by-term	appearances	in	court,	Johnson’s	name	disappears	
from	the	record	—	he	had	presumably	died	in	prison	—	and	then	in	mid-1522	the	
record	just	ends,	undetermined.

TNA,	KB	27/1020,	rex	mm.	
21-22;	McSheffrey,	SS,	98

1003

330 White Nicholas London	 merchant M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1505 1505-07-22 Security Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	White	sought	sanctuary	on	22	Jul.	1505,	"for	
all	causes	touching	the	health	of	his	body."

SDSB,	118 278
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1528 White Richard Staffordshire,	
Hampton	on	
the	Hull[?]

baker M Church-taking,	
Surrey,	
Newington,	St.	
Mary

Taking	church
Abjuration

1487 1487-10-04 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	4	Oct.	1487	White	took	the	parish	church	in	
Newington,	Surrey,	and	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	in	mid-May	1487	at	Cannock	
Heath	in	the	parish	of	Cannock,	Staffordshire,	he	feloniously	killed	John	Broun.	He	
abjured.	He	appeared	at	King's	Bench	in	Easter	term	1490,	having	been	found	in	the	
realm,	and	was	sentenced	to	hang.

TNA,	KB	9/385,	mm.	37-38;	
KB	27/915,	rex	m.	5	(GD)	

1345

1103 White Thomas Herefordshire,	
Clehonger

yeoman M Church-taking,	
London,	All	
Hallows	on	the	
Wall

Taking	church
Abjuration

Winchelsea 1486 1486-03-19 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	19	Mar.	1486	White	took	the	church	of	All	Saints	on	
the	Wall,	London,	and	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	26	Dec.	1482	at	Clehonger,	
Herefordshire,	he	had	feloniously	slain	John	Corter,	yeoman	of	Clehonger.	Abjured,	
but	then	in	October	1487	he	was	brought	to	King's	Bench	having	been	found	in	the	
realm,	and	was	sentenced	to	be	hanged.

TNA,	KB	9/375,	mm.	67-68;	
KB	27/905,	rex	m.	8

976

1130 White Thomas Middlesex,	
Westminster

gentleman M Church-taking,	
London,	St.	
James	
Garlickhithe

Taking	church 1508 1508-10-05 Asportation Record	from	Middlesex	gaol	delivery	at	Newgate,	Michaelmas	1507,	indicates	that	
White,	found	guilty	of	theft,	claimed	clergy,	but	the	king's	attorney	alleged	that	he	
had	married	a	widow	(making	him	ineligible	for	the	privilege),	and	the	case	was	
brought	up	to	King's	Bench,	where	the	bishop	of	Worcester	provided	certification	that	
he	was	ineligible.	Then,	Michaelmas	1508,	asked	why	his	sentence	should	not	be	
executed,	he	said	that	on	5	Oct.	1508	he	had	taken	the	church	of	St.	James	
Garlickhithe	--	presumably	having	escaped	from	custody	--	and	was	removed	by	force.	
The	king's	attorney	said	the	plea	was	insufficient;	White	said	that	he	had	nothing	
further	to	say;	and	the	court	ruled	that	he	was	to	be	hanged.

TNA,	KB	27/987,	rex	m.	16d 996

1573 White	alias	
Blundell

Thomas Norfolk,	
Norwich	[?]

M Church-taking,	
Norfolk,	
Norwich	St.	
Mary	
Incombusta

Taking	church 1464 Homicide Entry	in	the	Norwich	city	records	dated	13	Oct.	1464	that	White	took	church	at	St.	
Mary	Incombusta	for	the	homicide	of	John	Cook,	yeoman,	but	after	40	days	refused	
to	abjure;	city	officials	were	unsure	what	to	do,	as	at	Justice	Yelverton's	advice	the	
city	had	issued	a	proclamation	that	no	one	should	give	him	food,	but	the	bishop	and	
the	prior	lobbied	to	give	him	alms.	The	City's	recorder	said	"that	these	questions	are	
very	difficult	and	ambiguous	in	law	to	be	answered,"	and	thus	"it	is	well	to	be	further	
advised."

William	Hudson	and	John	
Cottingham	Tingey,	eds.,	The	
Records	of	the	City	of	
Norwich,	2	vols.	(Norwich:	
Jarrold,	1906),	2:96

1375

1161 Whitfeld	
alias	
Johnson

Robert Surrey,	
Southwark

yeoman M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1541 1541-03-13 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	at	Southwark	"within	the	verge,"	14	Mar.	1541,	over	the	body	of	
Nicholas	Grene	of	London,	yeoman.	Jurors	reported	that	on	13	Mar.	1541,	about	
6pm,	Whitfield	assaulted	Grene	and	killed	him.	Afterwards,	Whitfield	fled	to	
sanctuary	at	Westminster.	(An	inventory	of	Whitfield's	chattels	is	attached.)	In	
Michaelmas	term	1542,	Whitfield	came	before	King's	Bench	and	went	sine	die	
because	of	a	defect	on	the	indictment,	that	Whitfield	was	not	sufficiently	identified	by	
name,	occupation,	and	town	as	per	the	Statute	of	Additions	(although	in	the	
indictment,	which	was	recorded	just	above	on	the	roll,	Whitfield	was	indeed	so	
identified).

TNA,	KB	9/550,	mm.	16-18;	
KB	27/1125,	rex	m.	7

1021

758 Whithause William Yorkshire,	
Leeds

goldsmith M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1535 1535-12-23 Felony Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	William	Whithause	sought	sanctuary	on	23	
Dec.	1535	for	felony.	He	is	presumably	related	to	John	Whithause	[ID	#759]	who	
sought	sanctuary	the	same	day.

SDSB,	207 687

315 Whithed Thomas Yorkshire,	
Bawtry

butcher M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1505 1505-03-31 Felony Also	debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Whithed	sought	sanctuary	on	31	Mar.	1505	
for	felony	on	Christopher	Suppour;	debt;	and	other	causes.

SDSB,	115 263

719 Whithedd John Lincolnshire,	
Barrow

weaver M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1530 1530-11-07 Homicide Also	felony Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Whithedd	sought	sanctuary	on	7	Nov.	1530	
for	murder	and	felony.

SDSB,	198 648

1280 Whitlock John M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1413 Treason In	his	PhD	thesis,	Kightly	documents	several	suspected	Lollards	--	John	Whitlock,	
William	Bryan,	"John	B"	--	who	are	said	to	have	gone	into	sanctuary	at	Westminster	
because	of	heresy	accusations.	

Kightly,	"Early	Lollards,"	466-
67

1118

1360 Whytakere James priest	 M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 Homicide In	the	1532	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Whytakere	was	named	as	having	entered	
for	murder.

TNA,	SP	1/70,	fol.	133 1194

1419 Whyte Alice widow M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 Debt In	the	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Whyte	was	named	as	having	entered	for	
debt.

TNA,	SP	1/238,	fols.	72-73 1253
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759 Whythause John Yorkshire,	
Wakefield

goldsmith M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1535 1535-12-23 Felony Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	John	Whithause	sought	sanctuary	on	23	Dec.	
1535	for	felony.	He	is	presumably	related	to	William	Whithause	[ID	#758]	who	sought	
sanctuary	the	same	day.

SDSB,	207 688

677 Whythed Thomas Yorkshire,	
Bawtry

butcher M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1526 1526-12-10 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Whythed	sought	sanctuary	on	10	De.	1526	
for	debt.

SDSB,	189 608

1570 Whytworth Thomas Surrey,	
Southwark

yeoman M Church-taking,	
Surrey,	
Southwark,	St.	
Mary	Overey

Taking	church 1507 1507-04-28 Asportation At	gaol	delivery	at	Guildford	Castle,	Surrey,	on	16	Jul.	1507,	Whytworth,	indicted	for	
having	broken	into	the	close	of	Thomas	Webbe	at	Mitcham,	Surrey,	and	stolen	16	
lambs	on	12	Apr.	1507,	pleaded	sanctuary.	He	stated	that	on	28	Apr.	1507	he	had	
taken	the	church	of	St.	Mary	Overey	in	Southwark	and	sought	a	coroner,	but	that	
certain	unknown	men	violently	extracted	him	from	the	church.	He	sought	restoration,	
and	pleaded	not	guilty	to	the	felony.	The	king's	attorney	responded	that	he	had	been	
at	large	when	he	was	taken	and	not	in	the	church.	The	question	was	put	to	a	jury.	The	
jury	found	that	Whitworth	had	taken	sanctuary	in	the	church	and	had	been	illicitly	
removed.	He	was	thus	restored.

TNA,	KB	9/446,	m.	39 1372

1172 Wigmore	
alias	
Vyncent

Simon Hampshire,	
Winchester

labourer M Colchester,	St.	
John's	Abbey,	
following	failed	
abjuration	from	
Surrey,	
Guildford	Holy	
Trinity

Taking	church
Abjuration
Chartered	
Sanctuary

Southampt
on

1507 1507-09-15 Homicide At	gaol	delivery	of	Guildford	castle,	Surrey,	25	Jul.	1508,	the	coroner	certified	an	
abjuration	made	by	Wigmore	from	the	parish	church	of	Holy	Trinity,	Guildford	on	12	
Jul.	1507,	in	which	Wigmore	confessed	that	he	had	killed	and	robbed	an	unknown	
man	at	Farnborough,	Kent	(stealing	5	marks	from	him),	on	22	May	1506,	together	
with	Thomas	Samwell	of	Winchester,	yeoman.	Wigmore	had	however	been	found	
again	in	the	realm,	and	at	the	Guildford	gaol	delivery	explained	that	he	had	made	his	
way	to	his	assigned	port	of	Southampton,	but	claimed	that	he	could	not	find	a	ship	to	
take	him	although	he	had	waited	for	some	time.	Following	that,	he	made	his	way	to	
the	abbey	of	St.	John's,	Colchester	(not	the	nearest	place	to	choose...),	and	there	
claimed	sanctuary.	He	was	in	turn	seized	from	that	sanctuary	(or	so	he	claimed),	and	
pleaded	to	be	restored	to	that	sanctuary.	The	king's	attorney	claimed	that	he	had	not	
been	in	the	sanctuary	at	all,	but	at	large	when	he	was	taken.	Wigmore	was	
recommitted	to	prison	while	the	judges	advised	themselves	(outcome	not	found).

TNA,	KB	29/138,	m.	7d 1032

571 Wilbert William Yorkshire,	
Brantingham

husbandman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1516 1516-01-21 Asportation Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Wilbert	sought	sanctuary	on	21	Jan.	1516	for	
"a	felony	committed	over	a	sheep."

SDSB,	168 504

599 Wilbore William Yorkshire,	
Sheffield

yeoman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1517 1517-08-21 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Wilbore	sought	sanctuary	on	21	Aug.	1517	
for	the	homicide	of	[blank]	Fisher.

SDSB,	174 531

993 Wilkinson George Middlesex,	
Westminster,	
St.	Giles	in	the	
Fields

yeoman M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1527 1527-02-21 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	in	the	parish	of	St.	Andrew	Holborn,	outside	London,	on	21	Feb.	
1527,	over	the	body	of	William	Phelip.	The	jurors	reported	that	Wylkynson	on	19	Feb.	
had	attacked	him	at	Lincoln's	Inn,	giving	him	a	mortal	blow	from	which	he	died	two	
days	later.	Wylkynson	fled	to	the	sanctuary	at	Westminster	Abbey.	On	3	Feb.	1528	he	
appeared	in	King's	Bench	and	pleaded	not	guilty	and	was	bailed;	in	Michaelmas	1528	
he	was	found	guilty,	but	he	successfully	pleaded	clergy.	Wylkynson	may	be	the	man	
of	the	same	name	who	was	one	of	Cromwell's	servants	and	named	in	his	will	in	1529	
(L&P,	4/3:2573-2575);	if	so,	he	was	presumably	pardoned	but	I	have	not	located	a	
pardon.

TNA,	KB	9/504,	m.	97;	TNA,	
KB	27/1066,	rex	m.	3

890

1805 Wilkyngham Humphre
y

M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1474 In	a	Chancery	bill,	John	Martyn	of	London	complained	that	he	was	being	sued	in	the	
court	of	the	Savoy	liberty	by	Humphrey	Wilkyngham,	"a	man	abiding	in	the	sanctuary	
of	Westminster."	Year	approximate	(range	1473-75).	

TNA,	C	1/48/69 1579

288 Wilkynson John Yorkshire,	
Beverley

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1521 1521-08-19 Debt Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Wilkynson	sought	sanctuary	on	19	Aug.	1521	
for	debt.

SDSB,	87-88 237

94 Wilkynson Thomas Durham,	
Gateshead

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1503 1503-08-02 Homicide Self-defence Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	on	2	Aug.	1503	Wilkynson	sought	sanctuary	
because	in	self-defence	he	struck	John	Rede	on	29	Sept.	1502	with	a	knife,	twice	in	
the	chest	and	once	in	the	neck.	Rede	immediately	died.

SDSB,	37 85
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396 Wilkynson Thomas Cambridgeshir
e,	Cambridge

mason M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1513 1513-03-18 Security Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Thomas	Wilkynson	and	John	Raynold	sought	
sanctuary	on	18	Mar.	1513	for	security	of	their	bodies.

SDSB,	132 342

1420 Williams Edward M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1530 Homicide In	the	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Williams	was	named	as	having	entered	c.	
1530	for	murder.

TNA,	SP	1/238,	fols.	72-73 1254

969 Williams Nicholas Wiltshire,	
Salisbury

tailor M Church-taking,	
Hertfordshire,	
Hertford	All	
Saints

Taking	church
Abjuration

Great	
Yarmouth

1525 1525-11-26 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	26	Nov.	1525	Williams	took	the	church	of	All	Saints	
in	Hertford.	He	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	9	Sept.	1525	he	had	broken	into	the	
close	of	an	unknown	man	at	Pirton,	Herts.,	at	the	Hermitage,	stealing	cloth,	clothing,	
and	linens.	Furthermore,	on	7	Sept.	1525	he	had	broken	into	the	close	of	John	
Plowman	at	"Wollanton"	(Wolverton?)	near	Newbury,	Berks.,	and	stolen	money.	He	
abjured.	Note	that	Williams	was	one	of	seven	men	who	took	sanctuary	in	Hertford	
parish	churches	on	the	same	day,	each	of	whom	had	been	involved	in	different	
felonies,	suggesting	that	they	had	all	broken	out	of	a	gaol	(Hertford	Castle?)	while	
awaiting	trial.

TNA,	KB	9/501/1,	m.	88	 867

1756 Williams Thomas Wiltshire,	
Salisbury

weaver M Church-taking,	
Cambridgeshire,	
Chippenham

Taking	church
Abjuration

Harwich 1526 1526-10-25 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	on	25	Oct.	1526	at	Chippenham,	Cambs.,	that	Thomas	Mavys	
(ID	#1755),	Thomas	Willyams	(ID	#1756),	and	John	Beche	(ID	#1757)	took	the	parish	
church	of	Chippenham.	Mavis	admitted	to	the	coroner	that	on	29	Sept.	1526	he	had	
stolen	a	horse	worth	26s	8d	from	an	unknown	man	at	Markyate	in	Hertfordshire.	
Willyams	confessed	that	on	3	Mar.	1526	he	had	broken	into	the	house	and	close	of	
Thomas	Parkar	at	Salisbury	and	stolen	two	horses	worth	40s	apiece.	And	Beche	
admitted	that	on	3	Oct.	1526	he	had	stolen	a	horse	worth	20s	from	Gravesend	in	
Kent.	All	abjured	and	all	were	assigned	Harwich	as	their	port.	As	they	were	travelling	
together	but	were	from	different	places	and	had	committed	their	crimes	in	different	
places	and	different	times,	it	is	possible	they	had	all	escaped	from	prison.

TNA,	KB	9/974,	m.	8	 1533

1026 Williamson Adelmus Hampshire,	
Woolton

yeoman M Church-taking,	
Nottinghamshire
,	Balderton

Taking	church
Abjuration

Kingston	
upon	Hull

1528 1528-10-13 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	at	Balderston,	Notts.,	on	13	Oct.	1528	Robert	Plumpton	
(ID	#1024),	John	Plumpton	(ID	#1025),	Aldelmus	Williamson	(ID	#1026),	and	Thomas	
Harper	(ID	#1027),	all	took	the	church	of	St.	Giles	in	Balderton.	They	confessed	to	the	
coroner	that	on	10	Oct.	1528	they	had	broken	into	a	close	at	Stukeley,	Hunts.,	and	
stolen	a	horse.	They	abjured	(each	assigned	a	different	port).

TNA,	KB	9/509,	m.	159;	KB	
29/161,	m.	1

920

499 Williamson Alexander Durham,	
Bishop	
Auckland

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1489 1489-04-28 Security Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	on	28	Apr.	1489	Williamson	sought	sanctuary	
for	the	security	of	his	life.

SDSB,	154 441

1254 Williamson John M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1556 Escape	from	
custody

Minutes	of	the	Privy	Council	on	16	Aug.	1556	record	that	a	letter	was	to	be	sent	to	
the	dean	of	Westminster	to	keep	John	Bennet	and	John	Williamson	in	safe	ward	so	
that	they	should	be	available	when	called	for;	Bennet	and	Williamson	had	escaped	
from	prison	and	had	taken	sanctuary	at	Westminster.

Acts	of	the	Privy	Council,	
5:328-29

1097

952 Williamson Robert London	 tailor M Church-taking,	
Surrey,	
Southwark,	St.	
Saviour

Taking	church 1512 1512-01-04 Asportation At	Newgate	gaol	delivery	26	Jan.	1512,	Williamson	appeared	on	a	charge	of	having	
stolen	20s	5d	worth	of	goods	from	Thomas	Newman,	yeoman,	on	4	Jan.	1512.	He	
pleaded	sanctuary,	saying	that	he	had	on	that	same	day	(4	Jan.)	taken	the	church	of	
St.	Saviour's	in	Southwark,	but	was	dragged	from	the	cemetery	on	the	same	day	by	
four	armed	men	who	brought	him	first	to	the	London	sheriff's	prison	at	Bread	Street	
and	then	to	Newgate.	He	pleaded	not	guilty	to	the	felony	and	"wishes	to	be	acquitted	
by	the	privilege	of	the	church"	("inde	vult	se	acquietare	in	privilegium	ecclesie").	His	
plea	was	held	insufficient,	and	he	was	to	undergo	peine	forte	et	dure,	presumably	to	
force	him	to	put	his	not	guilty	plea	to	the	felony	before	a	jury.	Whatever	followed	
from	this,	it	appears	that	Williamson	was	not	killed	by	the	peine	fort	et	dure,	nor	was	
he	either	convicted	or	acquitted	by	a	jury;	he	remained	in	prison	until	Easter	term	
1523	(!)	when	he	presented	a	pardon	at	King's	Bench.	

TNA,	KB	9/490,	m.	21-22;	KB	
27/1047,	rex	m.	8;	KB	
29/155,	m.	5
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318 Williamson Thomas Yorkshire,	
Preston,	
Wensley

weaver M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1504 1504-09-22 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Williamson	sought	sanctuary	on	22	Sept.	
1504	for	the	death	of	John	Nicholson	and	other	felonies.

SDSB,	116 266

481 Wilson Miles M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1487 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Wilson	acknowledged	that	he	killed	George	
Tregot	at	Kirkby	in	the	county	of	Ely;	n.d.,	between	two	entries	dated	1487	and	1488.

SDSB,	150 424

140 Wilson Nicholas Yorkshire,	
Wilton

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1506 1506-07-28 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Wilson	sought	sanctuary	on	28	Jul.	1506	
because	the	day	before	he	had	killed	Richard	Abbot	at	Guisborough,	Yorks.,	striking	
him	in	the	chest	with	a	winyard.

SDSB,	45 111

1851 Wilson Robert Yorkshire,	
Hartfeld[?]

labourer M Church-taking,	
Yorkshire,	
Hartfeld[?]	St.	
Mary

Taking	church
Abjuration

Kingston	
upon	Hull

1525 1525-11-23 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	23	Nov.	1525	at	Hartfeld[?],	Yorks.,	Wilson	took	the	
parish	church	of	St.	Mary.	On	6	Dec.	he	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	26	Oct.	1525	
at	Coventry	he	had	stolen	a	purse	with	£6	13s	4d	from	an	unknown	man.	He	abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/501/1,	m.	82 1618

623 Wilson Thomas Nottinghamshi
re,	Blyth

butcher M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1519 1519-01-31 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Wilson	sought	sanctuary	on	31	Jan.	1519	for	
debt.

SDSB,	178 554

958 Wilson	alias	
Bruer

Richard Warwickshire,	
Warwick

glover M Church-taking,	
Oxfordshire,	
Banbury	St.	
Mary

Taking	church
Abjuration

Southampt
on

1518 1518-03-04 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	dated	4	Mar.	1518	that	Wilson	took	the	parish	church	of	St.	
Mary	in	Banbury.	He	confessed	to	the	coroner	two	days	later	that	on	4	Mar.	he	had	
assaulted	John	Durdaunt	at	Banbury	and	stolen	from	him	a	purse	with	3s	4d	in	it.	He	
abjured.	At	gaol	delivery	at	Oxford	in	July	1519,	Wilson	appeared	before	the	bar,	
having	been	found	in	the	realm.	He	pleaded	clergy	successfully,	and	was	handed	over	
to	the	ordinary	as	a	clerk	attaint.	The	record	of	his	abjuration	and	clergy	plea	were	
recorded	at	King's	Bench	in	Michaelmas	1524,	although	the	controlment	rolls	do	not	
indicate	why.

TNA,	KB	9/495,	m.	54;	KB	
29/156,	m.	20

856

1421 Wodall John M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 1533-05-31 Homicide In	the	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Wodall	was	named	as	having	entered	for	
murder,	one	day	before	(i.e.	~31	May	1533).

TNA,	SP	1/238,	fols.	72-73 1255

545 Wodcok John Lincolnshire,	
Stamford

shoemaker M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1481 1481-05-11 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Wodcok	sought	sanctuary	on	11	May	1481	
for	the	death	of	William	de	Tee	also	of	Stamford,	mercer,	on	30	March	1481.

SDSB,	163 480

1296 Wodde William vintner M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1525 A	"certificate"	of	"persons	within	St.	Martin's	sanctuary,"	dated	13	Feb.	1525,	lists	
William	Wodde,	vintner,	as	lodging	in	Cock	Alley.

TNA,	SP	1/33,	fol.	148	(L&P,	
4/1:473)

1131

346 Wode Edward Middlesex,	
[?Brayneswith
],	

butcher M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1508 1508-04-16 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Wode	sought	sanctuary	on	16	Apr.	1508	for	
debt.

SDSB,	121-22 294

340 Wode Hugh Yorkshire,	
Crofton

miller M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1503 1503-10-19 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Wode	sought	sanctuary	on	19	Oct.	1503	for	
the	homicide	of	John	Beaumond,	lately	killed	at	Wakefield.

SDSB,	120 288

1639 Wode Richard husbandman M Church-taking,	
Gloucestershire,	
Bath	Abbey

Taking	church
Abjuration

1458 Homicide Accessory Patent	roll	records	a	pardon	for	Wode	dated	23	Aug.	1458,	who	in	his	petition	
indicated	that	he	had	been	labouring	in	a	field	when	certain	riotous	persons	attacked	
him	and	in	fear	for	his	life	he	fled	to	the	monastery	of	Bath,	but	the	prior	and	
convent,	fearing	that	they,	too,	would	be	attacked	by	the	rioters,	advised	him	to	
confess	to	a	coroner	that	he	had	been	present	when	John	Withewes	had	been	
murdered	twelve	years	before.	He	confessed,	"though	guiltless,"	and	was	compelled	
to	abjure.	Pardoned	of	all	felonies,	murders,	trespasses,	etc.	Does	not	appear	to	be	
the	same	Richard	Wode,	mercer,	who	took	sanctuary	in	Surrey	in	1460	(#834)	--	but	
could	be.

CPR	1452-61,	432 1420
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834 Wode Richard Worcestershir
e,	Worcester

mercer M Church-taking,	
Surrey,	
Newington,	St.	
Mary

Taking	church 1460 1460-05-01 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	Wode	fled	to	St.	Mary's	church	in	Newington	on	1	May	
1460	and	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	8	Mar.	1460	he	had	stolen	a	horse	from	
Angelo	Spynell,	merchant	of	Genoa,	at	Southampton.	The	coroner	asked	him	if	he	
wanted	to	abjure	the	realm,	but	Wode	said	that	he	would	instead	stay	in	the	church	
"according	to	the	law	and	custom	of	the	realm	of	England,	until	etc."	The	King's	Bench	
coram	rege	roll	records	that	in	Trinity	1461	he	was	brought	before	the	bar	at	King's	
Bench	and	asked	why	execution	on	the	basis	of	his	confession	should	not	proceed,	
and	he	had	nothing	to	say,	and	he	was	sentenced	to	hang.	This	does	not	appear	to	be	
the	same	Richard	Wode,	husbandman,	who	had	taken	sanctuary	at	Bath	Abbey	in	
1458	(#1639)	--	but	could	be.

TNA,	KB	9/295,	mm	29-30;	
KB	27/801,	rex	m.	9	(GD)

754

618 Wode Richard London	 grocer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1518 1518-03-22 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Wode	sought	sanctuary	on	22	Mar.	1518	for	
debt.

SDSB,	177 549

1146 Wode Robert Berkshire,	
Abingdon

gentleman M Culham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 1532-03-03 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	(recorded	on	the	KB	coram	rege	roll)	on	4	Apr.	1532	at	Abingdon,	
Berkshire,	over	the	body	of	John	Mable,	clerk.	The	jurors	reported	that	Wode	had	
attacked	him	on	3	Mar.	1532	in	the	abbot's	great	chamber	in	St.	Mary's	Abbey	at	
Abingdon	with	a	wood	knife,	giving	him	stab	wounds	from	which	Mable	immediately	
died	(note	that	the	inquest	seems	to	have	taken	place	a	month	after	the	death).	
Wode	immediately	fled	to	sanctuary	at	Culham,	in	Oxfordshire	(which,	ironically	
perhaps,	drew	its	sanctuary	privileges	as	a	dependent	manor	of	Abingdon	abbey).	The	
jurors	gave	a	detailed	inventory	of	Wode's	goods,	and	indicated	that	Wode's	wife	
Anne	Woode	had	them	in	her	custody.	She	was	thus	summoned	to	King's	Bench	to	
answer	for	the	goods,	but	(by	her	attorney)	claimed	she	did	not	have	the	goods	nor	
had	ever	had	them	in	her	possession,	and	the	king's	attorney	agreed	and	she	went	
sine	die.

TNA,	KB	27/1089,	rex	m.	4 1007

328 Wodehouse William Yorkshire,	
Malton

fisher M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1504 1504-12-10 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Wodehouse	sought	sanctuary	on	10	Dec.	
1504	for	debt.

SDSB,	118 276

1168 Wodesun	or	
Wedeson

Richard Lincolnshire,	
Brant	
Broughton

labourer M Church-taking,	
Nottinghamshire
,	Orston	St.	Mary

Taking	church
Abjuration

Westcheste
r,	Cheshire

1505 1505-10-07 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	7	Oct.	1505	at	Orston,	Notts.,	Wedeson	took	the	
parish	church	of	St.	Mary	the	Virgin	at	Orston,	and	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	
20	Oct.	1505	[sic	-	error	for	Sept?]	at	Brant	Broughton	he	had	stolen	a	horse.	He	
abjured.	A	note	on	the	dorse	indicates	that	the	memorandum	was	handed	up	to	
King's	Bench	in	Easter	term	1506.

TNA,	KB	9/440,	m.	40;	KB	
29/135,	m.	29d

1028

1717 Wodfeld	
alias	Payn

Thomas Middlesex,	
Westminster;	
Buckinghamsh
ire,	Olney

yeoman;	
baker

M Church-taking,	
Buckinghamshir
e,	Denham

Taking	church 1507 1507-11-21 Asportation On	the	record	of	gaol	delivery	at	Newgate	19	May	1508,	Wodfeld	appeared	on	an	
indictment	that	on	25	Mar.	1507	he	had	robbed	John	Webbe	in	Westminster,	and	
other	crimes	including	horse	theft.	He	appeared	with	another	sanctuary-seeker	on	a	
different	indictment	and	different	sanctuary-seeking,	Thomas	Carter,	ID	#1716.	When	
asked	to	plead,	Wodfeld	said	that	on	25	Nov.	1507	he	had	taken	the	parish	church	of	
Denham	in	Bucks.,	but	that	certain	unknown	persons	had	seized	him	from	the	church,	
and	he	refused	to	plead	to	the	felony.	The	justices	remanded	both	Carter	and	
Wodfeld	to	prison	while	they	advised	themselves.	The	King's	Bench	controlment	rolls	
indicate	that	both	were	put	into	the	Marshalsea,	and	that	Wodfeld	presented	a	
pardon	in	Trinity	1514	or	1515.

TNA,	9/960,	m.	143;	KB	
29/138,	m.	7

1500
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1422 Wolfe John Cologne merchant	of	
the	Hanse

M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1533 Debt In	the	1533	Westminster	sanctuary	census,	Wolfe	was	named	as	having	entered	for	
debt.	In	mid-July	1533,	he	(along	with	several	conspirators,	including	his	wife	Alice)	
were	alleged	to	have	murdered	two	Italian	merchants;	it	is	likely	that	he,	his	wife,	and	
perhaps	the	others	re-entered	the	sanctuary	immediately	afterward,	Wolfe	changing	
his	registration	status	from	debtor	to	felon.	This	accounts	for	why	Wolfe	and	his	wife	
Alice	(or	the	others)	were	not	tried	for	the	murders	by	the	usual	trial	processes,	
because	they	could	have	pleaded	sanctuary	--	and,	by	the	precedent	of	Maurice	Bull's	
(ID	#1177)	and	Nicholas	Roo's	(ID	#1178)	case	in	1532,	such	a	plea	likely	would	have	
been	successful.	Instead,	Thomas	Cromwell,	acting	for	the	king,	determined	that	they	
would	instead	be	attainted	by	parliament	for	the	murders	(an	attainder	that	
specifically	barred	sanctuary	as	well	as	clergy)	and	they	were	executed,	April	1534.	
Other	references	to	case	and	its	handling:	BL,	Cotton	Vespasian	F	XIII,	fol.	104b;	
Cotton	Titus	B	I,	fols.	161v,	419;	TNA,	C	66/672,	m.	18;	SP	1/77,	fol.	112r;	SP	1/78,	fols.	
34,	45-48;	SP	1/79,	fol.	81rv,	83r;	SP	1/82,	fol.	60r,	64rv;	SP	1/83,	fol.	47r;	SP	1/163,	
fol.	152r;	SP	1/235,	fol.	350r;	SP	1/238,	fol.	73r;	SP	3/3,	fols.	96rv;	SP	3/9,	fol.	39;	L&P,	
4/2:2150;	5:644;	6:334;	6:387;	6:391;	6:488-89;	6:550;	6:585-86;	7:161;	&:162;	7:173-
74;	7:343;	12/1:513;	16:95;	Add.	1/1:198;	25	Hen.	VIII,	c.	34,	The	Statutes	of	the	
Realm,	10	vols.	(London:	G.	Eyre	and	A.	Strahan,	1810),	3:490-91;	Journal	of	the	
House	of	Lords	(London:	HMSO,	1767-1830),	64	vols.,	1:61,	78-79;	Muriel	St.	Clare	
Byrne,	ed.,	The	Lisle	Letters,	6	vols.	(1981),	2:87-88,	93;	Edward	Hall,	Hall's	Chronicle	
(1809),	815;	Charles	Wriothesley,	A	Chronicle	of	England	(1875),	1:23-24;	Fabyan,	
New	Chronicles,	700;	Holinshed,	Chronicles,	6:937;	Charles	Lethbridge	Kingsford,	ed.,	
Two	London	Chronicles	from	the	Collections	of	John	Stow	(London:	Camden	Society,	
1910),	8-9;	Richard	Grafton,	An	Abridgement	of	the	Chronicles	of	England	(1563),	fol.	
131v.

Main	references	to	
sanctuary-seeking:	TNA,	SP	
1/238,	fols.	72-73;	BL,	Cotton	
Titus	B	I,	fol.	161v.	See	
summary	for	other	
bibliography.

1256

1156 Wolff Edward Middlesex,	
Westminster,	
St	Mary	le	
Strand

gentleman M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1538 1538-03-29 Homicide Self-defence Coroner's	inquest	29	Mar.	1538	in	the	sanctuary	of	St.	Martin	le	Grand	over	the	body	
of	John	Flynt	alias	Cutler.	The	jurors	reported	that	Edward	Wolffe	had	come	to	St.	
Martin's	at	2pm	to	go	to	the	stall	and	workshop	of	Peter	Goldsmith,	when	Flynt	
attacked	him.	In	self-defence,	Wolffe	struck	back	and	gave	Cutler	a	mortal	wound	in	
the	chest	with	a	glaive.	There	is	no	indication	on	this	indictment	that	Wolffe	fled	to	
sanctuary;	evidence	for	that	is	from	a	letter	to	Lady	Lisle	written	by	Thomas	Warley,	
dated	7	Apr.	1538,	about	a	week	later.	He	said	that	Wolfe,	"the	Earl	of	Hertford's	
servant,	fought	with	a	master	of	fence	in	St.	Martin's	and	killed	him,	and	is	now	in	
sanctuary	at	Westminster."	(The	Earl	of	Hertford	was	Edward	Seymour.)	Wolffe	
appeared	in	King's	Bench	on	7	Jun.	1538	and	presented	a	pardon	from	the	king,	dated	
1	Jun.	1538.	This	swift	path	to	a	pardon	was	no	doubt	facilitated	both	by	the	work	of	
his	patron	and	the	self-defence	scenario.	Wolffe	appears	still	to	have	been	in	the	
service	of	Edward	Seymour	in	1541,	and	by	the	reign	of	Edward	VI	was	in	the	King’s	
Privy	Chamber,	apparently	still	a	client	of	Seymour	(by	then	Protector	Somerset).

TNA,	SP	3/14	(L&P,	
13/1:265);	KB	27/1107,	rex	
m.	4

1016

670 Wombewell William Yorkshire,	
Doncaster

butcher M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1526 1526-03-19 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Wombewell	sought	sanctuary	on	19	Mar.	
1526	for	debt	especially,	and	other	causes.

SDSB,	187 601
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1065 Wood Richard London	 yeoman M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 1532-04-20 Homicide Accessory Coroner’s	inquest	20	Apr.	1532	at	Westminster	within	the	sanctuary	of	the	abbey	
over	the	body	of	William	Pennington,	knight.	The	jurors	found	that	after	Pennington	
had	met	up	with	Richard	Southwell	in	Westminster	Hall	and	they	exchanged	words,	
Pennington	angrily	challenging	Southwell	to	meet	him	outside.	Pennington,	with	six	
retainers,	met	up	with	Richard	Southwell,	who	was	accompanied	by	his	brothers	
Robert	and	Anthony,	Matthew	Fraunsham,	Richard	Wood,	William	Bofeld,	and	David	
Lloyd,	on	a	causeway	between	the	sanctuary	and	Tothill.	An	affray	ensued,	in	the	
course	of	which	Anthony	–	coming	to	the	defence	of	his	brother	Richard,	who	was	on	
the	ground	with	Pennington’s	sword	at	his	throat	–	gave	Pennington	a	mortal	wound	
from	which	he	immediately	died.	The	Southwells	then	took	sanctuary	at	the	abbey	
(even	though	the	felony	took	place	inside	the	sanctuary	precinct,	which	should	have	
been	a	bar).	This	was	a	highly	political	case,	and	this	inquest	report	was	quite	possibly	
a	faked	story;	diplomatic	reports	and	other	sources	suggest	that	the	quarrel	related	to	
disputes	on	the	king's	council	between	the	duke	of	Norfolk	(Southwell's	patron)	and	
the	duke	of	Suffolk	(Pennington's	patron).	The	Southwells	and	their	retainers	all	
presented	a	pardon,	dated	15	June	1532,	in	King’s	Bench	in	Easter	term	1533,	and	
Richard	Southwell	paid	a	fine	of	£1000.	The	pardon	was	confirmed	by	an	act	of	
parliament	in	1534	(25	Hen.	VIII	c.	32).

TNA,	KB	9/520,	m.	12;	KB	
27/1087,	rex	m.	8;	other	
references:	McSheffrey,	
"Slaying	of	William	
Pennington."

947

1567 Woodhous Peter Warwickshire,	
Coventry

capper M Warwickshire,	
Ryton

Chartered	
Sanctuary
Ambiguous

1507 1507-05-26 Homicide Self-defence Coroner's	inquest	at	Coventry,	26	May	1507,	over	the	body	of	John	Fleccher;	jurors	
say	that	Fleccher	had	left	his	house	at	dawn	(stated	to	be	2	am)	on	that	day,	and	from	
precogitated	malice	attacked	Peter	Woodhous	of	Coventry,	capper,	with	a	staff.	
Woodhous	struck	back	with	a	woodknife,	stabbing	him	in	the	thigh	and	giving	him	a	
mortal	wound	from	which	he	died	on	28	May	[sic,	despite	date	of	inquest	given	as	26	
May].	Woodhous	fled	to	a	"certain	sanctuary	in	the	town	of	Ryton	in	Warwickshire."	
The	King's	Bench	controlment	rolls	indicate	that	he	was	outlawed	20	Apr.	1512.

TNA,	KB	9/446,	m.	19;	KB	
29/137,	m.	5d

1369

567 Woodhouse John M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1515 1515-06-25 Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Woodhouse	sought	sanctuary	on	25	Jun.	
1515	[entry	does	not	finish].

SDSB,	168 501

1246 Worth Robert	or	
John

M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1462 Ravishment Year	Book	report	on	a	case	of	abduction	--	Robert	Worth	was	indicted	for	abducting	
and	forcibly	marrying	widow	Elizabeth	Venour	in	1462,	the	report	indicating	that	
Worth	took	sanctuary	at	Westminster	following	his	indictment,	and	that	Elizabeth	
joined	him.	She	stayed	with	him	there	for	some	days,	perhaps	willingly,	but	then	
disassociated	herself	from	him	and	left	the	sanctuary.

Seipp	1465.129;	C.	H.	
Williams,	“A	Fifteenth-
Century	Lawsuit,”	The	Law	
Quarterly	Review	40	(1924):	
354-55,	358-59

1090

999 Wotton	
John

Kent,	
Maidstone

glover M Aylesford,	Kent,	
St.	Mary's	Priory

Taking	church
Ambiguous

1527 1527-07-04 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	4	Jul.	1527	at	Maidstone,	Kent,	over	the	body	of	John	Hely.	The	
jurors	reported	that	on	24	Jun.	1527	Hely	had	been	in	God's	peace	and	the	king's	
when	Wotton	assaulted	him,	giving	him	a	mortal	wound	from	which	he	languished	
until	4	Jul.	1527.	Wotton	fled	following	the	felony.	The	inhabitants	of	the	town	said	
that	they	had	knowledge	that	he	had	entered	into	the	sanctuary	of	the	priory	of	the	
Blessed	Mary	the	Virgin	at	Aylesford.	(It	is	ambiguous	whether	this	sanctuary	was	
church-taking	prior	to	abjuration	or	permanent	sanctuary.)

TNA,	KB	9/504,	m.	123 896

1185 Wrege George Cambridgeshir
e,	West	
Wratting

husbandman M Beverley	
(abjuration	from	
Cambridgeshire,	
West	Wickham,	
St.	Mary)

Taking	church
Abjuration	to	
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 1532-05-20 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	20	May	1532	Wrege	took	sanctuary	at	the	church	of	
St.	Mary	in	West	Wickham,	confessing	to	the	coroner	that	on	15	May	he	had	broken	
into	a	close	and	stolen	a	horse.	He	abjured,	and	was	assigned	Beverley,	and	branded.

TNA,	KB	9/521,	m.	139;	KB	
29/165,	m.	25

1042

619 Wreth Christoph
er

Lincolnshire,	
Pointon

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1518 1518-04-16 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Wreth	sought	sanctuary	on	16	Apr.	1518	for	
the	homicide	of	William	Benton.

SDSB,	177 550
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912 Wrexham Thomas Middlesex,	
Westminster

yeoman M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1521 1521-02-07 Felony Accessory In	Hillary	term	1521,	Wrexham	was	indicted	as	an	accessory	to	several	Westminster	
sanctuary	men	--	Edward	Wyx	(ID	#908),	Robert	Loksmyth	(ID	#909),	William	Stone	(ID	
#910),	and	Robert	Hastyngs	(ID	#911)	--	who	on	12	Nov.	1520	allegedly	had	used	the	
sanctuary	as	their	base	to	commit	a	burglary	in	Middlesex.	Wrexham	was	brought	
before	King's	Bench	in	Trinity	1521	by	the	Middlesex	sheriffs,	and	pleaded	sanctuary,	
claiming	that	on	7	Feb.	1521	he	had	taken	sanctuary	at	Westminster	but	that	on	12	
Feb.	1521	Thomas	Barnewell,	undersheriff	of	Middlesex,	and	many	others,	had	
forcibly	extracted	him	from	the	sanctuary.	He	also	pleaded	not	guilty	to	the	felony.	
The	king's	attorney	general,	John	Rooper,	accepted	his	plea	of	sanctuary,	and	thus	it	
was	ruled	that	he	was	to	be	restored	to	the	sanctuary.

TNA,	KB	9/483	mm.	16-18;	
KB	27/1040,	rex	m.	15

817

1686 Wright Christoph
er

Lincolnshire,	
Toynton

labourer M Lincolnshire,	
Asgarby	
Lordship	

Chartered	
Sanctuary
Ambiguous

1517 1517-02-16 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	at	Toynton,	Lincs.,	on	22	Feb.	1517	over	the	body	of	William	
Benton.	The	jurors	reported	that	on	16	Feb.	1517	at	about	7	am	on	the	ice	on	the	
"East	Fen,"	the	common	marsh	of	the	lord	king,	Wright	assaulted	Benton,	hitting	him	
on	the	head	with	an	axe;	Benton	languished	for	four	days	before	dying.	Immediately	
afterwards	Wright	"fled	to	the	township	of	Asgarby	and	sought	the	privilege	of	the	
lordship	there."	Asgarby	was	a	property	pertaining	to	the	cathedral	at	Lincoln	(VCH	
Lincs.,	1:80-96),	but	is	otherwise	not	attested	as	a	sanctuary.

TNA,	KB	9/1002,	m.	17 1467

635 Wright Ralph Cambridgeshir
e,	Melbourn

barber M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1524 1524-01-01 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Wright	sought	sanctuary	on	1	Jan.	[1524?	
year	uncertain]	for	the	death	of	John	Plommer	of	Melbourn,	husbandman.	

SDSB,	180-81 566

39 Wright Richard Durham,	
Durham	City

glover M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1488 1488-12-18 Homicide Accessory Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Wright	sought	sanctuary	on	18	Dec.	1488	
because	he,	together	with	others,	around	1	Aug.	1484	in	Monkton	by	Ripon	in	
Yorkshire,	helped	John	Hudson	(ID	#1270)	when	Hudson	struck	a	certain	Stephen	
Wilson	with	a	forest	bill	in	the	head	and	gave	him	a	mortal	wound,	from	which	he	
quickly	died.	Afterwards	Wright	helped	Hudson,	the	murderer,	to	escape	the	hands	of	
those	who	were	surrounding	him.	Hudson	had	sought	sanctuary	at	Durham	4	years	
earlier.

SDSB,	14;	Fowler,	"Sanctuary	
Records,"	311

34

1560 Wright Robert Staffordshire,	
Longdon[?]

M Church-taking,	
Staffordshire,	
Longdon

Taking	church 1502 1502-07-26 Homicide Self-defence Coroner's	inquest	report	from	Longdon,	Staffs.,	30	Jul.	1502,	over	the	body	of	
Nicholas	Stonewall	of	Longdon,	husbandman.	The	jurors	reported	that	on	26	July	
Stonewall	insulted	Wright,	saying	that	Wright	had	disgraced	Stonewall's	father	by	
calling	him	a	"carlabundum"	(a	bound	serf?),	and	for	that	reason	Stonewall	assaulted	
Wright	and	Wright	struck	back	in	self-defence,	killing	him	after	a	fight	in	which	others	
tried	unsuccessfully	to	restrain	Stonewall.	Wright	hastily	fled	and	took	sanctuary	
"there,"	presumably	the	church	of	Longdon.	Wright	was	outlawed	27	Mar.	1505.

TNA,	KB	9/431,	m.	78;	KB	
29/134,	m.	2d

1362

1175 Wright William Northamptons
hire,	Stamford

yeoman M Church-taking,	
Northamptonshi
re

Taking	church
Abjuration

1529 Felony The	King's	Bench	controlment	roll	for	Michaelmas	1529	has	a	record	that	Wright	
abjured	for	felony	and	trespass	(no	indictment	found).

TNA,	KB	29/161,	m.	27d 1035

1205 Wright	or	
Wryght

Hugh London	 baker M Bewdley	
(abjuration	from	
Huntingdonshire
,	Brampton)

Taking	church
Abjuration	to	
Chartered	
Sanctuary

1532 1532-10-12 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	12	Oct.	1532	Wryght	took	the	parish	church	of	
Brampton,	Huntingdonshire,	confessing	to	the	coroner	that	on	30	Aug.	1532	he	had	
burglarized	a	house	at	Stokewye	[Stoke-cum-Quy?],	Cambs.	He	abjured,	was	branded,	
and	was	assigned,	"with	his	consent,"	the	liberty	of	the	sanctuary	at	Bewdley	in	
Shropshire.

TNA,	KB	9/527,	m.	149;	KB	
29/167,	m.	1d

1060

321 Wryght Thomas Yorkshire,	Hull husbandman M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1505 1505-06-14 Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Wryght	sought	sanctuary	at	Beverley	on	14	
Jun.	1505.

SDSB,	116 269

273 Wryghtson Miles Westmorland,	
Burton-in-
Kendal

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1519 1519-10-28 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Miles	Wryghtson	and	William	Grenehede	
sought	sanctuary	on	28	Oct.	1519,	because	on	11	Oct.	1519	at	Preston	in	the	parish	of	
Burton-in-Kendal,	they	were	attacked,	and	Wryghtson	as	principal	and	Grenehede	as	
accessory	struck	Oliver	Syll	on	the	head	with	a	"sparestaffe."	Syll	died	nine	days	later.

SDSB,	84-85 225
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1808 Wulfell Nicholas London[?] M Chartered	
Sanctuary

1480 Debt In	a	Chancery	bill,	John	Whyte	indicated	that	when	Wulfell	was	unable	to	pay	a	debt	
for	which	he	was	sued	by	the	sheriffs	of	London,	he	fled	to	an	unnamed	sanctuary.	
Year	approximate	(range	1475-85).	

TNA,	C	1/64/1116 1582

994 Wulvyn Thomas Sussex,	Ferring labourer M Church-taking,	
Sussex,	Poling

Taking	church
Abjuration

Hastings 1527 1527-01-05 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	5	Jan.	1527	Wulvyn	took	the	chapel	of	St.	John	the	
Baptist	at	Poling,	Sussex,	and	confessed	that	on	28	Dec.	1526	he	had	assaulted	and	
killed	Thomas	Grenehill	at	Ferring,	Sussex.	He	abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/504,	m.	108 891

1645 Wycharde Richard Leicestershire,	
Shawell

M Church-taking,	
Leicestershire,	
Shawell

Taking	church
Abjuration

1399 1399-06-01 Homicide An	entry	in	the	close	rolls	2	Dec.	1401	recorded	the	forfeiture	of	Wycharde's	land	at	
his	father's	recent	death,	because	he	had	had	fled	to	the	parish	church	at	Shawell	and	
abjured	in	1399	for	the	homicide	of	John	Ferrour.

A.	E.	Stamp,	ed.,	Calendar	of	
Close	Rolls,	1399-1402	
(London:	HMSO,	1927),	438-
443	

1426

1767 Wylby Richard Cambridgeshir
e,	Orwell

yeoman M Church-taking,	
Surrey,	
Southwark,	St.	
Margaret

Taking	church
Abjuration

Sandwich 1458 1458-03-14 Asportation Coroner's	memorandum	that	Wylby	fled	to	St.	Margaret's	in	Southwark	14	Mar.	1458	
and	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	on	10	Feb.	1458	he	had	broken	into	the	close	and	
house	of	John	Smyth	at	Langton	in	Staffordshire	and	stolen	clothing	worth	20s.	He	
abjured.

TNA,	KB	9/998,	m.	81	 1542

1116 Wylkynson William London	 yeoman M Church-taking,	
London,	
Blackfriars

Taking	church 1503 1503-11-01 Asportation Wylkynson,	having	been	indicted	in	Middlesex	in	November	1503	for	having	broken	
into	William	Stephens's	house	at	Yeading,	Middlesex,	and	stealing	many	goods	
(itemized),	worth	about	£13	altogether,	appeared	before	King's	Bench	11	June	1505	
and	pleaded	sanctuary,	saying	that	on	1	Nov.	1503	he	had	taken	Blackfriars	church	in	
London	and	sought	a	coroner.	That	same	day,	however,	unknown	men	came	and	
extracted	him	from	the	church	against	his	will.	He	asked	to	be	restored.	The	king's	
attorney	argued	conversely	that	at	the	time	of	his	arrest	he	had	been	at	large	outside	
the	church.	The	plea	was	to	be	put	to	a	jury	and	he	was	recommitted	to	the	
Marshalsea	--	and	the	entry	ends	with	nothing	further.

TNA,	KB	27/976,	rex	m.	7 983

1543 Wylson Robert Lincolnshire,	
Lincoln

labourer M Lincolnshire,	
Lincoln,	
Gilbertine	priory	
of	St.	Catherine	
outside	Lincoln

Taking	church
Ambiguous

1497 1497-06-17 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	report,	17	Jun.	1497,	in	the	city	of	Lincoln,	over	the	body	of	Adam	
Bemond.	The	jurors	found	that	Wylson,	on	16	Jun.	1497,	assaulted	Bemond	and	killed	
him,	after	which	Wylson	fled	for	the	felony	to	"the	place	of	St.	Katherine	outside	
Lincoln"	(the	Gilbertine	priory	of	St.	Catherine	outside	Lincoln,	VCH	Lincs.,	2:188-91,	
http://www.british-history.ac.uk/report.aspx?compid=38031).	Agnes	Wylson	of	
Lincoln,	huswyff,	received	him,	knowing	he	had	committed	the	felony.	It	is	unclear	if	
this	was	meant	to	be	a	church-taking	followed	by	abjuration	or	a	permanent	asylum.	
The	report	indicates	that	when	the	record	was	sent	up	to	King's	Bench,	he	was	not	in	
prison.

TNA,	KB	9/415,	m.	67 1353

246 Wylson Thomas Yorkshire,	
Wistow,	near	
Selby

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1517 1517-07-16 Debt Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Wylson	sought	sanctuary	on	16	Jul.	1517	for	
debt,	especially	to	William	Barkar,	gentleman,	of	York	diocese.

SDSB,	76 205

354 Wylton Christoph
er

Yorkshire,	
Lockington

labourer M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1509 1509-07-18 Asportation Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Wylton	sought	sanctuary	on	18	Jul.	1509	for	
theft.

SDSB,	123 302

202 Wyn Cuthbert Yorkshire,	
Garriston,	
Leyburn

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1513 1513-04-08 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Wyn	sought	sanctuary	on	8	Apr.	1513	
because,	on	2	Apr.	1513,	in	his	own	defence,	he	struck	Thomas	Langedale	on	the	left	
part	of	his	neck	with	a	dagger,	in	the	house	of	Richard	Huchenson,	saddler,	in	
Richmond.	Langedale	died	two	days	later.

SDSB,	64 167

162 Wynship William Northumberla
nd,	Dinnington

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1508 1508-02-09 Asportation Accessory Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Wynship	sought	sanctuary	on	9	Feb.	1508	
because	he	had	allowed	Thomas	Alenson	to	kill	sheep	Alenson	had	stolen	within	his,	
Wynship's,	manse	[infra	mansum	suum],	on	the	Friday	before	Christmas	1507.

SDSB,	52 129
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815 Wynter William Kent,	
Rochester

servant M Church-taking,	
Kent,	Rochester	
cathedral

Taking	church 1431 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	at	Southgate,	Rochester,	[date	illegible]	over	the	body	of	William	
Pope,	ostler.	The	jurors	found	that	Wynter	killed	Pope	in	a	quarrel	over	a	girdle	or	
belt.	Pope	and	Wynter	were	both	servants	of	Thomas	Chartesey	(who	was	amongst	
the	inquest	jurors),	and	the	quarrel	took	place	on	Chartesey's	farm	just	outside	
Rochester.	After	the	killing,	Wynter	fled	to	Rochester	cathedral,	but	was	arrested	in	
the	church	by	the	constables	of	Rochester.	No	indication	on	the	indictment	of	a	
problem	with	this.	The	date	on	the	document	is	obscured	by	damage	but	is	estimated	
from	the	other	records	in	the	file.

TNA,	KB	9/226,	m.	148 741

1515 Wynterbour
ne	alias	
Gilbert

John Wiltshire,	
Aldbourne

yeoman M Church-taking,	
Berkshire,	
Chipping	
Lambourn

Taking	church
Abjuration

Southampt
on

1465 1465-12-30 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	30	Dec.	1465	Wynterbourne	took	the	church	of	
Chipping	Lambourne	and	confessed	to	the	coroner	that	he	had	murdered	John	
Parker,	fisher,	of	New	Salisbury	at	"Bensyngton,"	Oxon,	and	dragged	his	body	to	the	
Thames	and	put	it	into	the	river.	He	abjured.	Likely	caught	in	realm	by	Trinity	1466,	
when	he	apparently	both	claimed	clergy	and	turned	approver,	after	which	he	was	
confined	in	the	abbot	of	Westminster's	prison	until	1477,	when	he	broke	out	of	the	
prison.	The	abbot	was	brought	before	the	court	(and	pardoned	for	his	negligence);	
unknown	whether	Wynterbourne	himself	was	subsequently	caught.

TNA,	KB	9/313,	m.	76;	KB	
9/947,	m.	53

1334

842 Wyrall Thomas London	 haberdasher M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1476 1476-02-08 Homicide Accessory Coroner's	inquest	in	the	parish	of	St.	Giles	Cripplegate,	London,	15	Mar.	1476	over	the	
body	of	William	Duglas	of	London,	yeoman.	The	jurors	reported	that	on	8	Feb.	1476	
John	Walker	attacked	Duglas	with	a	pitchfork,	from	which	wound	Duglas	died	on	14	
March.	John	Wemme,	John	Vyvyan,	Thomas	Wyrall,	Robert	Rycherd,	and	William	
Grendell	were	accused	as	accessories.	The	jurors	said	that	after	the	felony	they	fled	to	
sanctuary	at	St.	Martin	le	Grand.	The	inquest	report	indicates	that	Wemme,	Vyvyan,	
Wyrall,	Rycherd,	and	Grendell	all	went	sine	die	when	they	came	to	trial.

TNA,	KB	9/343,	mm.	94-96 759

1097 Wyrley Edward M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1447 Felony A	Chancery	precedent	book	records	the	case	of	Edward	Wyrley,	who	was	in	the	king's	
custody	and	brought	before	the	king's	court	on	the	Wednesday	following	the	
quindene	of	Easter	"in	the	same	term"	(but	not	specified	--	in	between	entries	dated	
Hillary	1446	and	Michaelmas	1449).	Wyrley	claimed	that	in	the	first	week	of	Lent	he	
had	been	at	Westminster	in	the	sanctuary	until	he	was	forcibly	removed	by	John	Davy	
of	Shropshire,	yeoman,	and	others.	And	he	sought	to	be	restored	to	the	sanctuary.	
Thomas	Greswold	for	the	lord	king	said	that	he	had	been	found	outside	the	sanctuary	
and	on	the	king's	road	and	was	taken	there.	A	note	indicates	he	was	hanged.

TNA,	KB	15/42,	fol.	71rv 969

1510 Wysbeche William London	 soldier M Church-taking,	
Suffolk,	Ipswich	
St.	Mary	le	
Tower

Taking	church
Abjuration

Dover 1441 1441-08-03 Homicide Coroner's	memorandum	that	on	3	Aug.	1441	Wysbeche	took	sanctuary	at	St.	Mary	le	
Tower	in	Ipswich	and	confessed	that	he	had	feloniously	killed	Richard	Marchall	at	
Plymouth	on	12	Jan.	1441.	On	15	Aug.	1441	he	abjured,	but	must	have	subsequently	
been	found	in	the	realm	as	the	indictment	indicates	he	was	in	the	Marshalsea.

TNA,	KB	9/248,	m.	26 1329
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908 Wyx	alias	
Wyggis

Edward Middlesex,	
Westminster

yeoman M Westminster	
Abbey

Chartered	
Sanctuary

1520 1520-10-30 Felony In	Hillary	term	1521,	Westminster	jurors	presented	at	King's	Bench	that	Wyx,	
Loksmyth,	Stone,	and	Hastyngis,	on	30	Oct.	1520	took	sanctuary	as	"the	king's	felons,"	
being	registered	there	for	those	felonies.	They	stayed	there	until	11	Nov.	1520,	when	
with	the	intention	of	committing	robbery	and	murder	they	left	the	sanctuary	and	on	
12	Nov.	at	night	they	broke	into	the	house	of	John	Bisshop,	chaplain,	at	Kingsbury,	
Midd.,	stealing	a	large	range	of	household	objects,	including	a	missal,	two	bows	and	
two	arrows,	and	a	good	deal	of	linen	and	plate,	worth	33	s	d,	along	with	50s	in	
money.	George	Pepper	of	Kingsbury,	chaplain	and	William	Wrenche	of	Kingsbury,	
yeoman	had	on	11	Nov.	at	Westminster	feloniously	procured	them	to	commit	the	
felony.	Thomas	Wrexham	of	Westminster,	yeoman,	and	William	Broun	of	
Westminster,	smith,	received	them	afterwards,	knowing	that	they	had	committed	the	
felony.	(Wrexham,	ID	#912,	appeared	at	King's	Bench	and	pleaded	sanctuary,	and	was	
restored;	no	record	found	for	fate	of	Wyx,	Loksmyth,	Stone,	and	Hastyngis,	although	
as	Wrexham	was	dragged	from	the	sanctuary	to	face	this	charge	it	does	not	seem	
likely	they	returned	to	Westminster.)

TNA,	KB	9/483	mm.	16-18;	
KB	27/1040,	rex	m.	15

816

882 Yarneley	
alias	Erlee

Richard London	 tailor M SMLG Chartered	
Sanctuary

1510 1510-12-15 Homicide Coroner's	inquest	report	15	Dec.	1510	in	the	parish	of	St.	Faith	the	Virgin,	London,	
over	the	body	of	Thomas	Danet,	gentleman.	Jurors	reported	that	on	the	same	day	
about	4	pm	Danet	was	attacked	by	Yarneley	with	a	dagger,	striking	him	in	the	left	side	
of	his	body	up	to	his	heart	and	killing	him.	Danet	died	immediately	and	Yarneley	fled	
to	the	sanctuary	of	St.	Martin	le	Grand.	The	writ	dated	26	Jan.	1511	calling	the	record	
up	to	King's	Bench	indicates	that	he	had	recently	been	taken.	He	appeared	at	King's	
Bench	on	12	May	1511,	where	he	pleaded	not	guilty	and	put	himself	on	the	country,	
but	a	jury	could	not	be	impanelled,	and	the	last	entry	is	Michaelmas	1512.

TNA,	KB	9/456,	m	39-40;	
TNA,	KB	27/999,	m	5

792

234 Yong George Northumberla
nd,	Angerton,	
Hartburn

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1517 1517-03-02 Homicide Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	Yong	sought	sanctuary	on	2	Mar.	1517	
because	on	6	Feb.	1517	he	had	killed	Robert	Cooke	of	Bolam,	Northumberland,	by	
stabbing	him	with	a	dagger,	from	which	wound	Cooke	died	the	same	day.

SDSB,	73-74 196

9 Yonge James Yorkshire,	
Boroughbridge

M Durham Chartered	
Sanctuary

1478 1478-08-21 Homicide Self-defence Durham	sanctuary	register	records	that	on	21	August	1478,	Yonge	sought	sanctuary,	
acknowledging	that	he	was	responsible	for	and	guilty	of	the	death	of	a	certain	Richard	
Carter,	recently	bailiff	of	Boroughbridge,	because	on	17	Aug	1478,	at	Ferrensby	by	
Knareseborough	he	killed	Carter	with	a	sword	in	self-defence.

SDSB,	3 6

446 Yonge John London	 tailor M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1497 1497-12-03 Debt Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Yonge	sought	sanctuary	on	3	Dec.	1497	for	
debt.

SDSB,	142-43 391

527 Yonge Laurence Lincolnshire,	
Barton-upon-
Humber

M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1491 1491-09-15 Homicide Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Yonge	sought	sanctuary	on	15	Sept.	1491	for	
the	death	of	John	Wylton	[Welton],	whom	he	killed	at	Barton	on	12	Aug.	1491.	John	
Spret	(ID	#473)	would	seek	sanctuary	for	the	same	homicide	two	weeks	later.

SDSB,	159 466

309 Younge Thomas Leicestershire,	
Leicester

tiler M Beverley Chartered	
Sanctuary

1505 1505-01-20 Asportation Beverley	sanctuary	register	records	that	Younge	sought	sanctuary	on	20	Jan.	1505	for	
the	theft	of	£4	from	a	certain	carrier	(vector)	at	Leicester.

SDSB,	114 257
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