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Abstract

Statistical Models for Short Text Clustering

SAMAR HANNACHI

A notable rise in the amounts of data collected, which were made available to the public,

is witnessed. This allowed the emergence of many research problems among which extracting

knowledge from short texts and their different related challenges. In this thesis, we elaborate new

approaches to enhance short text clustering results obtained through the use of mixture models. We

deployed the collapsed Gibbs sampling algorithm previously used with the Dirichlet Multinomial

mixture model on our proposed statistical models. In particular, we proposed the collapsed Gibbs

sampling generalized Dirichlet Multinomial (CGSGDM) and the collapsed Gibbs sampling Beta-

Liouville Multinomial (CGSBLM) mixture models to cope with the challenges that come with short

texts. We demonstrate the efficiency of our proposed approaches on the Google News corpora. We

compared the experimental results with related works that made use of the Dirichlet distribution as

a prior. Finally, we scaled our work to use infinite mixture models namely collapsed Gibbs sam-

pling infinite generalized Dirichlet Multinomial mixture model (CGSIGDMM) and collapsed Gibbs

sampling infinite Beta-Liouville Multinomial mixture model (CGSIBLMM). We also evaluate our

proposed approaches on the Tweet dataset additionally to the previously used Google News dataset.

An improvement of the work is also proposed through an online clustering process demonstrating

good performance on the same used datasets. A final application is presented to assess the robust-

ness of the proposed framework in the presence of outliers.
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Chapter 1

Introduction

During the last years, big corporates started making use of the amounts of data they collected

through the decades, which were digitized by the use of computers and the rise of the Internet. De-

pending on the source, the data can be in the form of texts, images, or videos addressing different

issues depending on the context of application. The specific sub-field that deals with the data in

the form of texts is called Natural Language Processing (NLP) as it grasps the interaction between

humans and computers using the human natural language. Some common tools are usually used

to address this kind of problems such as generative statistical models which are commonly used

for documents classification such as latent Dirichlet allocation (LDA) [1]. The LDA generative

process allows the extraction of similarities between different documents and assigning them to

unobserved groups using the Dirichlet distribution [2]. This same process is used to estimate the

parameters of the multinomial distributions which describe the distribution of the topics and the

words of the vocabulary [1]. Indeed, short texts are used to express opinions on social media using

Twitter and Facebook posts which increases the amounts of data available. Nevertheless, this type

of data presents its own challenges. Due to their nature, short texts have many constraints such as

sparsity which hinders an accurate modeling of the language [3]. They also present a large-volume

of characteristics which increases the calculations and enhances the complexity of the problems to

be addressed. For short texts challenges, authors in [4] focused on using different data represen-

tation methods such as Bag of Words (BOW) and Term Frequency-Inverse Document Frequency
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(TF-IDF). Others in [5] proposed a term weighting scheme and the author in [6] proposed classi-

fication and feature weighting using MAP and stochastic complexity. In [7], the authors proposed

a topic memory network. Others introduced external knowledge [8] while deep learning methods

are applied as short text classifiers in [9], [10]. Another very well-known technique to deal with

short texts is the use of statistical generative models [11]. Those models are generally based on the

Dirichlet distribution to extract the latent topics for which short texts can be assigned. In that sense,

similar texts will be grouped under the same topics and different ones will be assigned different

topics. Authors in [12] investigated the problem of discrete data by applying finite mixture models.

Others in [13] worked on spam categorization using support vector machines for training. Authors

in [14] and [15] used the principle of MML (Minimum Message length). Another work in [16] used

a generative model based on the multinomial Dirichlet mixture while [17] considered a variational

Bayes learning approach to learn a topic model. In [18], authors used the leave-one-out likelihood

when estimating the parameters of the statistical model. Authors in [19] used an expandable hier-

archical statistical framework for modeling count data. The works in [20] and [21] proposed a new

distribution replacing the commonly used Dirichlet distribution by the Scaled Dirichlet distribution

for text modeling.

The ambitious work presented in this thesis and which will be detailed later requires a number of

statistical tools as follow :

1.1 Multinomial Distribution

Identifying subgroups among a collection of objects represented as count vectors is equivalent to

grouping objects with sufficient similarities between them. It is generally assumed that these count

vectors follow a multinomial distribution [22] and that the different sub-categories or components

must be represented by a probability density function. Formally, we have a set of documents D =

(d1, . . . , dN ) where each document di has a representation of the number of times a word appears

in it X⃗i = (Xi1, . . . , XiD+1). These words are coming from a defined vocabulary of fixed length

V = (x1, . . . , xV ). We assume that the count vector X⃗i follows a multinomial distribution with
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parameter P⃗ = (P1,. . . ,PD):

p(X⃗i|P⃗ ) =
(
∑D+1

d=1 Xid)!

Xi1! . . . XiD+1!

D+1∏
d=1

PXid
d (1)

where PD+1 = 1−
∑D

d=1 Pd.

It is known that this same distribution has its own limitations, especially when the data are sparse,

as is the case for short texts. Previous studies have addressed this problem by introducing priors to

the multinomial distribution when building the statistical model.

1.2 Multinomial Dirichlet Distribution

The Dirichlet distribution is a multivariate generalization of the Beta distribution. Commonly

used in Bayesian statistics as a prior to the multinomial distribution, it has interesting properties

which reduces the complexity of the calculations [23]. We set the parameter of the multinomial

distribution to be estimated as P⃗ = (P1,. . . ,PD+1) a vector with D + 1 components where Pd ≥ 0

and
∑D+1

d=1 Pd = 1 and α = (α1,. . . ,αD+1) as the vector of parameters of the Dirichlet distribution

where αd ≥ 0. The Dirichlet probability density function is given as follows:

p(P⃗ |α) =
Γ(

∑D+1
d=1 αd)∏D+1

d=1 Γ(αd)

D+1∏
d=1

Pαd−1
d (2)

where α = (α1, . . . , αD+1) is the shape parameter of the Dirichlet distribution. The Multinomial

Dirichlet distribution is a mixture of unigrams that adds a prior to the multinomial distribution to

estimate its parameters. This adds flexibility when describing the structure of the data. The density

function called Dirichlet Multinomial model can be obtained through integrating the joint probabil-

ity of the vector of occurences X⃗i of a document i and the vector of parameters of the multinomial

distribution P⃗ as in [24]:

p(X⃗i|α) =
∫

p(X⃗i, P⃗ |α⃗)dP⃗

=
Γ(

∑D+1
d=1 Xid + 1)Γ(

∑D+1
d=1 αd)

Γ(
∑D+1

d=1 Xid +
∑D+1

d=1 αd)

D+1∏
d=1

Γ(Xid + αd)

Γ(αd)Γ(Xid + 1)

(3)
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1.3 Multinomial Generalized Dirichlet Distribution

Some studies have suggested that the use of more general priors improves the accuracy of the

clustering process and takes into account important parts of the data structure such as the correla-

tion between data points. Introduced by Connor and Mosimann in [25], the generalized Dirichlet

distribution was introduced to overcome the limitations associated with the use of the Dirichlet dis-

tribution. In the case of the Dirichlet distribution, all input points must have the same variance, add

up to one, and all be negatively correlated. Allowing for more general covariance, the generalized

Dirichlet distribution used as a prior to the multinomial distribution takes into account both positive

and negative correlations. It also allows sampling of each proportion from the vector of probabili-

ties that come from independent Beta distributions. This key point gives the generalized Dirichlet

distribution its flexibility compared to the more restrictive Dirichlet distribution. The probability

density function of the generalized Dirichlet distribution is written as follows:

p(P⃗ |α⃗, β⃗) =
D∏

d=1

Γ(αd + βd)

Γ(αd)Γ(βd)
Pαd−1
d (1−

d∑
l=1

Pl)
γd (4)

where γd = βd − αd + βd+1 for d = 1, . . . , D − 1 and γd = βD − 1, α⃗ = (α1, . . . , αD),

β⃗ = (β1, . . . , βD+1) are the parameters of the generalized Dirichlet distribution.

For modeling count data, it is common to use the previously described Multinomial Dirichlet

mixture model. But, such structure has its limitations like its restrictive negative covariance when

describing certain types of data. Bouguila in [24] showed the efficiency of the use of the generalized

Dirichlet when modeling count data due to its more general covariance structure which allows the

description of different types of data. Like the Dirichlet, the generalized Dirichlet distribution is a

conjugate prior to the multinomial distribution which allows the integration over the joint distribu-

tion of X⃗i and P⃗ to be written as in [24]:

P (X⃗i|α⃗, δ⃗) =
∫

p(X⃗i, P⃗ |α⃗, δ⃗)dP⃗

=
Γ((

∑D+1
d=1 Xid) + 1)∏D+1

d=1 Γ(Xid + 1)

D∏
d=1

Γ(αd + δd)

Γ(αd)Γ(δd)

D∏
d=1

Γ(α
′
d)Γ(δ

′
d)

Γ(α
′
d + δ

′
d)

(5)

where Γ(.) is the Gamma function, αd and δd are the parameters of the generalized Dirichlet and
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α
′
d = αd +Xid and δ

′
d = δd +Xid+1 + · · ·+XiD+1.

1.4 Multinomial Beta-Liouville Distribution

In another work [26], Bouguila demonstrated that the liouville family of distributions can be

introduced as a prior to the Multinomial when modeling count data. More specifically, the Beta-

Liouville distribution was used for such reason and showed some good results.

While the generalized Dirichlet distribution shows its effectiveness in overcoming the limitations of

the Dirichlet distribution, it has the disadvantage of having twice as many parameters. The Beta-

Liouville distribution has a smaller number of parameters than the generalized Dirichlet distribution

while remaining flexible compared to the Dirichlet distribution. Its probability density function is

given as follows [27]:

p(P⃗ |θ) =
Γ(

∑D+1
d=1 αd)Γ(α+ β)

Γ(α)Γ(β)
uα−

∑D+1
d=1 αd(1− u)β−1

D+1∏
d=1

Pαd−1
d

Γ(αd)
(6)

where u =
∑D

d=1 Pd and θ = (α1, . . . , αD+1, α, β) is the vector parameter of the Beta-Liouville

distribution.

The marginal distribution for this model can be written as in [26]:

p(X⃗i|θ⃗) =
∫
P⃗
p(X⃗i, P⃗ |θ)dP⃗

=
Γ((

∑D+1
d=1 Xid) + 1)∏D+1

d=1 Γ(Xid + 1)

Γ(
∑D

d=1 αd)Γ(α+ β)Γ(α
′
)Γ(β

′
)
∏D

d=1 Γ(α
′
d)

Γ(
∑D

d=1 α
′
d)Γ(α

′ + β′)Γ(α)Γ(β)
∏D

d=1 Γ(αd)

(7)

where α1,. . . ,αD+1, α and β are the parameters of the Beta-Liouville distribution, where α
′
1,. . . ,α

′
D+1,

α
′

= α +
∑D

d=1Xid and β
′

= β + XiD+1 are the updated parameters.
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1.5 Contributions

(1) Short Text Clustering using Generalized Dirichlet Multinomial Mixture Model:

We use the collapsed Gibbs Sampling algorithm on the generalized Dirichlet multinomial

mixture model to overcome the limitation brought by the Dirichlet distribution when classify-

ing textual data. Our approach proved its efficiency compared to the one that use the Dirichlet

as a prior to the multinomial distribution in the mixture model. The efficacy of our approach

was proved on the challenging task of short texts classification.

This work has been published in the 13th Asian Conference on Intelligent Information and

Database Systems (ACIIDS 2021) [28].

(2) Collapsed Gibbs Sampling of Beta-Liouville Multinomial for Short text clustering:

In this work, we used in our approach the Beta-Liouville distribution as a prior in the mixture

model. This enhanced the classification results on the same dataset used in the previous work.

This work has been published in the 34th International Conference on Industrial, Engineering

and Other Applications of Applied Intelligent Systems (IEA/AIE 2021) [29].

(3) Short Text Clustering using Infinite Extensions of Discrete Mixture Models:

We proposed another alternative scaling the mixture models to their infinite version. We

introduce the collapsed Gibbs Sampling for Infinite Mixture models using the generalized

Dirichlet and the Beta-Liouville as priors to the multinomial distribution.

(4) Online Short Text Clustering :

To further improve our work, we did something analogous to the Fast Gibbs Sampling Dirich-

let Multinomial Mixture+ (FGSDMM+) algorithm by introducing our prior to the model. This

improved the classification results even better while reducing the computational cost. To fi-

nalize this work, we applied it on the task of outlier detection.

The contributions (3) and (4) were combined in one paper that was submitted to the International

Journal : Computational Intelligence.
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1.6 Thesis Overview

• In chapter 1, we introduce in detail the background of our work. We present then the contri-

butions that stemmed from our thesis.

• In chapter 2, we present the generalized Dirichlet and Beta-Liouville priors used in the mix-

ture model for the multinomial distribution. We explain their integration into the collapsed

Gibbs sampling algorithm to estimate the parameter of the multinomial distribution. We ex-

plain the improved results obtained and compare them to the baseline work that uses the

Dirichlet prior in the estimation process.

• In chapter 3, we explain the infinite mixture models in details and introduce our approaches

that use the generalized Dirichlet and the Beta-Liouville as priors. We compare our ap-

proaches namely Infinite GSGDMM and Infinite GSBLMM to a related work using the GS-

DPMM approach. We improve our approaches by introducing an online clustering initializa-

tion. We end this work by applying the different approaches to outliers detection.

• In conclusion, we briefly summarize our contributions and present some potential future re-

search works.
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Chapter 2

Collapsed Gibbs Sampling using

Discrete Mixture for Short Text

Clustering

In this chapter, we detail two approaches that use the generalized Dirichlet and the Beta-

Liouville distributions as priors to the multinomial. The use of the collapsed Gibbs sampling al-

gorithm is considered for the clustering process of short texts. Our work is applied on the Google

News dataset which proved its efficiency compared to a more restrictive prior like the Dirichlet

distribution.

2.1 Background

2.1.1 Latent Dirichlet Allocation

LDA is a statistical generative model used in text modeling that generates documents according

to a fixed number of latent topics [1]. Each document is represented as a distribution over the topics

and each topic is represented as a multinomial distribution over the words in the vocabulary. We can

generate a document by sampling a mixture of topics from which we sample words. The generation

of a document starts by randomly choosing one of the distributions over topics and assigning it to a

8



document. Then, to each word in that document, a topic is assigned randomly from the previously

chosen distribution. To assign the new topic to the word, the topics present in a document are

monitored and the number of times that same word was assigned a certain topic across all the other

documents is counted. This process is repeated for all the words in the different documents [1].

The distribution that assigns to each word of a document a topic is generated by a multinomial

distribution with parameter θ. This parameter is estimated using Dirichlet prior with parameter α.

In our mixture model, we have a second Dirichlet distribution with parameter β that helps into the

estimation of the counts of the number of times topics are assigned to words across all the documents

in the form of a multinomial with parameter ϕ.

So, estimating the parameters θ and ϕ comes down to estimating which are the words that

compose a certain topic and which are the topics that can be the most representative of a docu-

ment. Those parameters θ and ϕ being intractable, can be approximated using the Gibbs sampling

algorithm. It is a Markov chain Monte Carlo algorithm effectively used to estimate the posterior

distribution in probabilistic models [30].

2.1.2 Gibbs Sampling for Dirichlet Multinomial Model

When working with mixture models, it is common use to rely on the Markov chain Monte Carlo

algorithm called the Gibbs sampler [31]. The model that we will follow on our work is known

as GSDMM (Gibbs Sampling Dirichlet Multinomial Mixture) which was designed as a model for

short text clustering [32]. This model can be seen as a rectified LDA given that it assumes that

each document can be assigned only one topic. A very known analogy to this model is the ”Movie

Group Approach”. The documents are assimilated to students having each a list of favorite movies

representing the words. At first, the students are randomly assigned to K tables. The instruction

while shuffling from one table to another is to always take into consideration two factors. The first

one is to always choose a table with the highest number of students. The second one is that the film

interests of the people in the same table must coincide. This is repeated until the number of clusters

becomes unchanged. This same process can be found under the name of ”Chinese Restaurant Pro-

cess” [33].

9



Algorithm 1 CGSDM

1: Set mk = 0, nk = 0 and nw
k = {}

2: for all the Documents do
Sample kd ∼ Multinomial(1/K)
Incerement the variables values by 1, L and N respectively

3: end for
4: for all the Iterations do

Assign kd
Set mk = mk - 1 , nk = nk - L and nw

k = nw
k - N

Sample kd ∼ P (k|k¬d, d⃗)
Incerement the variables values by 1, L and N respectively

5: end for

Algorithm 1 shows the functioning of the collapsed GSDMM where as a first step the variables

mk: the number of documents in cluster k, nk: the number of words in cluster k and nw
k : the number

of occurrence of word w in cluster k are initialized to zero. Then, each document will be assigned

a cluster randomly while the variables previously mentioned will be incremented respectively by 1,

Nd: the number of words in document d and Nw
d : the number of occurrences of word w in document

d. Then, a number of iterations will be chosen to iterate the operation of recording the actual cluster

of a document, decrement the parameters by the same amounts mentioned, generate new cluster to

each document following the conditional probability using the generalized Dirichlet multinomial

distribution, and then increment the variables again. As shown in algorithm 1, the sampling of a

document d follows two major steps :

(1) Selection of an initial cluster to be assigned to a document using the multinomial distribution.

(2) Sampling of the cluster of a document d from the conditional distribution P (k|k¬d, d⃗).

P (k|k¬d, d⃗) is derived from the mentioned Dirichlet multinomial mixture model which confirms

two assumptions about the movie group process analogy. The first assumption is that tables having

a lot of students will get more students and the second one is that students in the same table will

share the same interests as the number of iterations grows. In that sense, only a portion of the K

clusters, which will gather the students having same interests, will remain full.

While using the same collapsed Gibbs Sampling algorithm, the mixture model will change accord-

ing to the approach that we will be testing. Eventually, we will be having two proposed models

10



where one details the use of generalized Dirichlet as a prior to the multinomial while the other

details the use of the Beta-Liouville as a prior.

2.2 Proposed Models

2.2.1 Collapsed Gibbs Sampling for Generalized Dirichlet Multinomial Mixture Model

This subsection will introduce the use of the generalized Dirichlet distribution when estimating

the parameters of the multinomial distribution using the Gibbs sampling algorithm. Indeed, the

generalized Dirichlet distribution as presented in the previous chapter results from the multinomial

over the latent parameter of the multinomial distribution giving the probability of selecting a cluster

ki characterized by a generalized Dirichlet distribution as :

P (ki|α, δ) =
∫

P (ki|c)P (c|α, δ)dc (8)

where P (ki|c) is a multinomial distribution and P (c|α, δ) is a generalized Dirichlet distribution.

As shown in the algorithm 1, the hidden cluster of a document d is estimated using the condi-

tional probability given the parameters of the Dirichlet. Indeed, the first one which is a generalized

Dirichlet having the parameters α and δ will approximate the parameter θ of the multinomial that

will give the distribution of the documents. The second one which is a simple Dirichlet with param-

eter β will give the distribution of the topics.

It is derived from the joint probability which can be written for the document d⃗ and the cluster

k as :

P (d⃗, k|α, δ, β) = P (d⃗|k, β)P (k|α, δ) (9)

We have :

P (d⃗|k, β) =
∫

P (d⃗|k, ϕ)P (ϕ|β)dϕ (10)

11



P (d⃗|k, ϕ) is a multinomial distribution given by [34] :

P (d⃗|k, ϕ) =
K∏
k=1

V∏
w=1

ϕ
n
(w)
k

k,w (11)

and P (ϕ|β) is a Dirichlet given by [34] :

P (ϕ|β) =
Γ(

∑K
k=1 βk)∏K

k=1 Γ(βk)

V∏
w=1

ϕβk−1
k,w (12)

From (11) and (12) we have:

P (d⃗|k, β) =

∫ K∏
k=1

V∏
w=1

ϕ
n
(w)
k

k,w

Γ(
∑K

k=1 βk)∏K
k=1 Γ(βk)

V∏
w=1

ϕβk−1
k,w dϕk

=
Γ(

∑K
k=1 βk)∏K

k=1 Γ(βk)

∫ K∏
k=1

V∏
w=1

ϕ
n
(w)
k

k,w ϕβk−1
k,w dϕk

=
Γ(

∑K
k=1 βk)∏K

k=1 Γ(βk)

∫ K∏
k=1

V∏
w=1

ϕ
n
(w)
k +βk−1

k,w dϕk

(13)

We have ∆(β) is the dirichlet integral of the first kind for the summation function given by :

∆(β) =
Γ(

∑K
k=1 βk)∏K

k=1 Γ(βk)
(14)

We have integrating over the probability density function equals to 1 :

∫
1

∆(β′
k)

K∏
k=1

V∏
w=1

ϕ
n
(w)
k +β−1

k,w dϕk = 1 (15)

where β′
k = β + n

(w)
k

=⇒
∫
ϕ∈Φ

K∏
k=1

V∏
w=1

ϕ
n
(w)
k +β−1

k,w dϕk =

K∏
k=1

∆(β′
k) (16)
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=⇒
K∏
k=1

∆(n⃗k + β) =

∫ K∏
k=1

V∏
w=1

ϕ
n
(w)
k +βk−1

k,w dϕk =

K∏
k=1

Γ(
∑V

w=1(n
(w)
k + β))∏V

w=1 Γ(n
(w)
k + β)

(17)

From (14) and (17) we have :

P (d⃗|k, β) =
K∏
k=1

∆(n⃗k + β)

∆(β)
(18)

Now we will follow the same procedure for P (z⃗|α, δ) where :

P (k|α, δ) =
∫

P (k|θ)P (θ|α, δ)dθ (19)

We have P (k|θ) is a multinomial given by :

P (k|θ) =
K∏
k=1

θmk
k (20)

and P (θ|α, δ) is a generalized Dirichlet distribution given by [24] :

P (θ|α, δ) =
K∏
k=1

Γ(αk + δk)

Γ(αk)Γ(δk)
θαk−1
k (1−

l∑
j=1

θj)
γl (21)

From (20) and (21) we have :

P (k|α, δ) =

∫
P (k|θ)P (θ|α, δ)dθ

=

∫ K∏
k=1

θmk
k

K∏
k=1

Γ(αk + δk)

Γ(αk)Γ(δk)
θαk−1
k (1−

l∑
j=1

θj)
γldθ

=
K∏
k=1

Γ(αk + δk)

Γ(αk)Γ(δk)

∫ K∏
k=1

θαk−1+mk
k (1−

l∑
j=1

θj)
γldθ

(22)

For the case of generalized Dirichlet we have :

∆(α, δ) =
K∏
k=1

Γ(αk)Γ(δk)

Γ(αk + δk)
(23)
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We have : ∫
1

∆(α′, δ′)

K∏
k=1

θα−1+mk
k (1−

l∑
j=1

θj)
γ′
ldθ = 1 (24)

where α′ = α + mk and δ′ = δ +
∑K

l=k+1ml

=⇒
∫ K∏

k=1

θα−1+mk
k (1−

l∑
j=1

θj)
γ′
ldθ = ∆(α′, δ′) =

K∏
k=1

Γ(α+mk)Γ(δ +
∑K

l=k+1ml)

Γ(α+mk + δ +
∑K

l=k+1ml)
(25)

∆(α+m⃗, δ+

K∑
l=k+1

ml) =

∫ K∏
k=1

θα−1+mk
k (1−

l∑
j=1

θj)
γ′
ldθ =

K∏
k=1

Γ(mk + α)Γ(δ +
∑K

l=k+1ml)

Γ(mk + α+ δ +
∑K

l=k+1ml)

(26)

From (23) and (26) we have :

P (d⃗|k, α, δ) =
∆(m⃗+ α, δ +

∑K
l=k+1ml)

∆(α, δ)
(27)

The conditional probability that will give us the hidden cluster will be derived as follows :

P (zd = k|k¬d, d⃗) ∝
P (d⃗, k|α, β, δ)

P (d⃗¬d, k¬d|α, β, δ)

∝ P (d⃗|k, β)P (k|α, δ)
P (d⃗¬d|k¬d, β)P (k¬d|α, δ)

∝
∆(m⃗+α,δ+

∑K
l=k+1 ml)

∆(α,δ)

∆(m⃗¬d+α,δ+
∑K

l=k+1 ml,¬d)

∆(α,δ)

∆(n⃗k+β)
∆(β)

∆(n⃗k,¬d+β)
∆(β)

(28)

P (zd = k|k¬d, d⃗) ∝
∆(m⃗+ α, δ +

∑K
l=k+1 ml)

∆(m⃗¬d + α, δ +
∑K

l=k+1 ml,¬d)

∆(n⃗k + β)

∆(n⃗k,¬d + β)
, (29)

where n⃗k = {n(w)
k }

V

w=1

To elaborate on this conditional probability, we will rely on three major properties :
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(1) The property of the Gamma function : Γ(x+m)
Γ(x) =

∏m
i=1(x+ i− 1)

(2) The proposition that : mk = mk,¬d + 1

(3) The assumption that each word can appear at most once in each document

This results as follows :

P (zd = k|⃗k¬d, d⃗) ∝
Γ(α+mk)Γ(δ +

∑K
l=k+1 ml,¬d + α+mk,¬d)Γ(δ +

∑K
l=k+1 ml)

Γ(α+ δ +
∑K

l=k+1 ml +mk)Γ(mk,¬d + α)Γ(δ +
∑K

l=k+1 ml,¬d)

∏V
w=1 Γ(n

(w)
k + β)Γ(nk,¬d + V β)∏V

w=1 Γ(n
(w)
k,¬d + β)Γ(nk + V β)

∝
Γ(α+mk,¬d + 1)Γ(δ +

∑K
l=k+1 ml,¬d + α+mk,¬d)Γ(δ +

∑K
l=k+1 ml,¬d +K − k)

Γ(α+ δ +
∑K

l=k+1 ml,¬d +mk,¬d + 1 +K − k)Γ(mk,¬d + α)Γ(δ +
∑K

l=k+1 ml,¬d)

∏V
w=1 Γ(n

(w)
k

+β)∏V
w=1 Γ(n

(w)
k,¬d

+β)

Γ(nk+V β)
Γ(nk,¬d+V β)

∝
(mk,¬d + α)

∏K−k
i=1 (δ +

∑K
l=k+1 ml,¬d + i− 1)∏K−k+1

i=1 (mk,¬d + α+ δ +
∑K

l=k+1 mk,¬d + i− 1)

∏V
w=1(n

(w)
k,¬d + β)∏Nd

i=1(nk,¬d + V β + i− 1)

(30)

P (zd = k|⃗k¬d, d⃗) ∝
(mk,¬d + α)

∏K−k
i=1 (δ +

∑K
l=k+1 ml,¬d + i− 1)∏K−k+1

i=1 (mk,¬d + α+ δ +
∑K

l=k+1 mk,¬d + i− 1)

∏V
w=1(n

(w)
k,¬d + β)∏Nd

i=1(nk,¬d + V β + i− 1)
(31)

where α, δ are the two parameters of the generalized Dirichlet, β is the parameter of the Dirich-

let, V size of vocabulary, mk,¬d the number of documents in cluster k except for the document d,

n
(w)
k,¬d number of occurence of word w in the cluster k without considering the document d and nk,¬d

number of words in cluster k without considering the cluster of document d.

From equation (31), we can see that the parameters α and δ determine the prior probability of

a student choosing a table while the parameter β regulates the factor of sharing the interests in the

same table.

2.2.2 Collapsed Gibbs Sampling Beta-Liouville Multinomial Model

This subsection details the use of the Beta-Liouville distribution when estimating the param-

eter of the multinomial distribution that assigns a topic to each word present in a document. The

different computations to estimate the different parameters will be done using the collapsed Gibbs

sampling algorithm.
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The collapsed Gibbs Sampling Beta-Liouville Multinomial (CGSBLM) follows the same struc-

ture described in the algorithm 1 where the assignment of each document to a cluster follows two

steps. An initial cluster is first randomly assigned to each document as an initialization step. Then,

each document is assigned, over a certain number of iterations, a cluster derived from the Dirichlet

and Beta-Liouville distribution.

p(k|k¬d, d⃗) will give us the latent cluster of a document d by introducing Dirichlet and Beta-

Liouville Multinomial distribution. It will allow the estimation of the parameters of the multinomial

distributions using the joint probability p(d⃗, k|α1,. . . ,αk,α,δ,β) composed of two probabilities.

p(d⃗|k, β) is the marginalisation over the product of the probability of the multinomial distri-

bution by the conditional probability of the Dirichlet distribution over its parameter β which gives

after calculations :

p(d⃗|k, β) =
K∏

k=1

∆(n⃗k + β)

∆(β)
(32)

where ∆ is the function used in [34] and n⃗k = {nw
k }Vw=1 with nw

k the number of occurrence of the

word w in the cluster k. The contribution of this paper comes in hand with the second probabil-

ity that marginalizes over the probability of the multinomial with parameter θ and the probability

density function of the Beta-Liouville distribution given by :

p(k|α1, . . . , αk, α, δ) =

∫
p(k|θ)p(θ|α1, . . . , αk, α, δ)dθ

=

∫ K∏
k=1

θ
mk
k

Γ(
∑K

k=1 αk)Γ(α+ δ)

Γ(α)Γ(δ)

K∏
k=1

θ
αk−1
k

Γ(αk)
(

K∑
k=1

θk)
α−

∑K
k=1 αk

(1−
K∑

k=1

θk)
δ−1dθ

=
Γ(

∑K
k=1 αk)Γ(α+ δ)

Γ(α)Γ(δ)

∫ K∏
k=1

θ
mk+αk−1
k

Γ(αk)
(

K∑
k=1

θk)
α−

∑K
k=1 αk

(1−
K∑

k=1

θk)
δ−1dθ

(33)

Marginalizing the probability density function of the Beta-Liouville distribution over the parameter

θ with updated parameters corresponding to the remaining integral in the equation (33) will allow

us to express it in function of a fraction of Gamma functions. Following the work in [26], we will

have the updated parameters as follow :


α

′
= α+

∑K−1
k=1 mk

α
′
k = α+mk

δ
′
= δ +mK
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The equation (33) is then equivalent to :

p(k|α1, . . . , αk, α, δ) =
Γ(

∑K
k=1 αk)Γ(α+ δ)

Γ(α)Γ(δ)
∏K

k=1 Γ(αk)

Γ(α+
∑K−1

k=1 mk)Γ(δ +mK)

Γ(
∑K

k=1(αk +mk))∏K
k=1 Γ(αk +mk)

Γ(α+
∑K−1

k=1 mk + δ +mK)

(34)

The conditional distribution that samples a cluster to a document from the Dirichlet and Beta-

Liouville distributions will be derived as follows :

p(zd = k|⃗k¬d, d⃗) ∝
p(d⃗, k|α1, . . . , αK , α, β, δ)

p(d⃗¬d, k¬d|α1, . . . , αK , α, β, δ)

∝
∏K−1

i=1 (α+
∑K−1

k=1 mk,¬d + i− 1)(δ +mK,¬d)∏K
i=1(

∑K
k=1(αk +mk,¬d) + i− 1)

∏Nd
i=1(nk,¬d + V β + i− 1)∏K

k=1(αk +mk,¬d))
∏V

w=1(n
(w)
k,¬d + β)∏K

i=1(α+
∑K−1

k=1 mk,¬d + δ +mK,¬d + i− 1)

(35)

where α1,. . . ,αK , α, δ are the parameters of the Beta-Liouville distribution, β is the parameter of

the Dirichlet distribution, mk,¬d is the number of documents in the cluster k without including the

document d, V size of vocabulary, n(w)
k,¬d number of occurences of word w in the cluster k without

considering the document d and nk,¬d number of words in cluster k without considering the cluster

of document d.

2.3 Experimental results

2.3.1 Short-text Datasets and Preprocessing

The Google News dataset was extracted from the Google News website of November, 27, 2013

where the titles and snippets of 11,109 articles were collected and associated to one of the 152 clus-

ters. This dataset was previously used in [35]. The validity of the dataset was examined manually

and was divided to different sets. Our work will focus on the SnippetSet which consists of short

texts containing the main information from the articles and on the TitleSnippetSet which contains

both the titles and snippets of the short texts.

The data preprocessing of the texts included lowercasing all the words, removing non-latin charac-

ters and stop words, using the WordNet Lemmatizer of NLTK to apply the stemming, keeping only

sentences ranging between 2 and 15 words and removing words which frequency is less than 2.
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2.3.2 Evaluation Metrics

To assess the effectiveness of our contribution to cluster short texts, we used the same metrics

as in [32] : Homogeneity (H), Completeness (C), Adjusted Rand Index (ARI), Normalized Mutual

Information (NMI) and Adjusted Mutual Information (AMI) [36]. Homogeneity and Completeness

are two metrics that give a comparison between the ground truth and the inferred information. The

Homogeneity is a cluster-wise metric where it insights if each cluster contains only observations

belonging to the same ground truth. Completeness is a data-wise metric where it informs whether

all the data points from the same ground truth cluster were assigned to the same cluster. The Nor-

malized Mutual Information (NMI), which gives the same result as the V-measure, is defined as the

harmonic mean between the completeness and the homogeneity [37]. The Adjusted Rand Index

(ARI) measures the similarity between two data clusterings [38]. The Adjusted Mutual Information

(AMI) quantifies the amount of information obtained on one random variable through observing

another random variable.

The theoretical definition of the main metrics that will be used to assess this work are as follows :

H = 1− H1(C1|K)

H1(C1)

where

H1(C1|K) = −
∑
c,k

nck

N
log(

nck

nk
)

with nck
nk

represents the ratio between the number of samples labelled c in cluster k and the total

number of samples in cluster k and

H1(C1) = −
C1∑
c=1

∑K
k=1 nck

C1
log(

∑K
k=1 nck

C1
) (36)

Completeness (C) indicates whether all data points in the same ground truth belong to the same

cluster and is written as :

C = 1− H1(K|C1)

H1(K)

We also rely on the normalized mutual information (NMI) [39] which represents the harmonic mean
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Metrics GSDMM GSGDMM
TSSet NMI 0.928 0.933

H 0.911 0.925
C 0.945 0.941

ARI 0.789 0.832
AMI 0.897 0.913

Table 2.1: Performance of the
Approaches on the TSSet

between C and H which is defined as :

NMI = 2 ∗ H ∗ C
H + C

2.3.3 CGSGDMM Results

Comparison of Gibbs Sampling algorithms

In this subsection, we will show the performance of our approach compared to the GSDMM

approach. As given in [32], we set the initial number of clusters to 500, the number of iterations

to 30, α = 0.1, δ = 0.1 and β = 0.1 for the working datasets. Figure 2.1 shows that our approach

gives better results than the GSDMM approach. We can see that the GSGDMM approach improved

the NMI, H, ARI and AMI metrics while having the completeness quite the same for the SSet

dataset. From table 2.1, we can see the dataset TSSet for which all the mentioned metrics were

increased except for the completeness metric which value slightly decreased. We can also see that

both of the GSDMM and GSGDMM models perform better on longer texts. This can open room to

many improvements as of giving a better representation to the short texts making it longer through

different techniques.

Influence of K

In this part, we assess the influence of the initial number of clusters K on the performance of

the GSGDMM model. For that, we set α = 0.1, β = 0.1 and the number of iterations to 30. Figure

2.2 displays the performance of the TitleSnippetSet for different values of K. We can see that with a

small number of clusters, it gets easy for the model to assign similar documents to the same cluster
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which gives a very high completeness. But, this same fact gives a low value of homogeneity as it

gets hard for the model to separate between the different documents. As we increase the value of

K, we start to reach a certain equilibrium between the value of the homogeneity and the value of

the completeness. The latter will start decreasing while the former will increase obviously. As the

harmonic mean between the completeness and homogeneity, we can rely on the value of NMI to

give us the best number of clusters to start with. The highest value for NMI is given for a value of

K equal to 400.

Influence of the number of iterations

In this subsection, we analyze the effect of the number of iterations on the number of clusters

found on the two datasets. We set the number of initial clusters K to 400, α = 0.1, β = 0.1 and δ =

0.1. From Figure 2.3, we can see that the number of clusters found for both datasets drops quickly

from 400 to 182 after only 5 iterations. This observation affirms the initial concept of MGP where

the most popular tables will get more popular and the less popular ones will get empty quickly.

This is why we see the number of clusters found dropping. We can also see that the final number

of clusters found reached is a bit above the actual number of clusters of the Google News dataset.

From [32], we can see that the number of clusters found by the GSDMM for the TSSet is very near

the actual number of clusters for Google News reaching 161 clusters while the one for the SSet went

below reaching 148. In that aspect, GSDMM may seem to be performing better but GSGDMM has

a better clustering quality since its homogeneity and completeness are higher. Also, it is predicted

that going further 30 iterations will improve the number of clusters found by GSGDMM.

Performance given the parameter δ

In this part, we try to find which value of delta can give us the best results. For that, we set

K = 300, α = 0.1, β = 0.1 for the TSSet dataset. We set the number of iterations to 10 and do

computations for different values of delta ranging from 0.01 to 0.4. The performance is tracked

through the NMI metric as it gives a good idea on how well the model is performing. From Figure

2.4, we can see that the highest value for NMI is reached for δ = 0.2.
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Figure 2.1: Performance of the Approaches
on the SnippetSet

Figure 2.2: Performance of GSGDMM with dif-
ferent numbers of K on the TitleSnippetSet

Figure 2.3: Number of clusters found by
GSGDMM for different number
of iterations

Figure 2.4: NMI for different values of delta for
TSSet dataset

2.3.4 CGSBLMM Results

In this section, we prove the efficiency of our approach compared to the original approach used

in [32]. We will do so by using three datasets from [32]. We run the different tests 20 times over

each dataset to get the averaged results presented.

Approaches Comparison

In this subsection, we will compare the results of the GSDMM approach with our approach.

For both approaches, we set the initial number of clusters K to 500, the number of iterations to
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Figure 2.5: Comparison of the approaches
on the TitleSnippet set

Figure 2.6: Comparison of the approaches on the
SSet

30 and the value of the parameters to 0.1. Figure 2.5 shows that our approach improved all the

used metrics except for the Completeness where the GSDMM model performed slightly better on

the TitleSnippet set. For the Snippet set, Figure 2.6 showed some better results than the original

approach after 15 iterations.
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(a) Performance of SSet with
different values of K

(b) Performance of TSSet with
different values of K

Figure 2.7: Impact of K on the performance

Influence of the initial number of clusters

In this part, we will try to assess the impact of the initial number of clusters on the performance

of our approach on both datasets. From Figure 2.7, we can see that the highest number of clusters

equivalent to 500 gave the highest values for the different metrics for the Snippet set. The TitleSnip-

pet set showed its best performance with an initial number of clusters 400 for the metrics AMI, H

and NMI. In that sense, we can’t conclude on a correlation between the initial number of clusters

and the performance of the approach.
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Figure 2.8: Number of clusters found by CGSBLM on SSet and TSSet Datasets

Influence of the number of iterations

In this subsection, we will describe the impact of the number of iterations on the number of

clusters found by the two approaches on Snippet and TitleSnippet datasets. From Figure 2.8, we

can see that the number of clusters found drops from 500 to 200 in less than 5 iterations. This

corborates the assumption that the most-populated clusters will be chosen first which will lead the

less popular clusters to become empty. We can also see that the final number of clusters found for

both datasets is very near the original number of clusters of the Google News dataset. This shows

how efficient our approach is as it estimates very well the final number of clusters.

Influence of the parameter α

In this subsection, we will see how the model performs when we change the value of the param-

eter α. We set the initial number of clusters K to 200 and the number of iterations to 15. We tried

different values of α : 0.001,0.01,0.02,0.1,0.2. From Figure 2.9, we can see how the value of NMI

which is the harmonic mean between the homogeneity and completeness is at its best for α=0.01.
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Figure 2.9: C, H and NMI for different values of α for TSSet Dataset
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Chapter 3

Online Short Text Clustering using

Infinite Extensions of Discrete Mixture

Models

In this chapter, we detail the use of infinite extensions of discrete mixture models on short text

clustering [40] [41]. We propose two approaches that use the more general priors : generalized

Dirichlet and Beta-Liouville and compare them to the Dirichlet distribution. To improve this work,

we also propose two approaches that make use of the online clustering in the initialization process

of our algorithm. Our work was evaluated on two main datasets : Google News and Tweet. We

finish our work by an outliers detection application.

3.1 Mixture Models

The distributions presented in the previous section are the main elements of the probabilistic

model known as the mixture model [42]. Used to detect patterns within a group of elements, its

main advantage is that it does not require prior knowledge of the subgroup to which an element may
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belong to. Formally, a finite mixture model representing X⃗ can be expressed as follow:

p(X⃗|π⃗, θ⃗) =
K∑
j=1

πjp(X⃗|θj) (37)

where π⃗ = (π1, . . . , πK) represents the vector of mixing probabilities which are positive and sum

to one and θ⃗ = (θ1, . . . , θK) represents the parameters of probability density functions associated

to the different mixture components.

More advanced work bring finite mixture models to the infinite landscape. Indeed, when work-

ing with finite mixture models, an important limitation is to fix an appropriate number of compo-

nents K describing the data. Infinite mixture models alleviate this problem by considering that the

number of mixtures is infinite.

• Infinite Dirichlet Multinomial Mixture Model: which takes a Dirichlet process as a prior.

The infinite Dirichlet prior that estimates the multinomial parameter is constructed by a stick-

breaking construction [43]. In this framework, the Dirichlet process has two parameters, a

basic distribution H and a concentration parameter Ψ. This Dirichlet formulation can be

written as DP (Ψ,H). The second change is that K becomes non-fixed and tends to infinity,

as shown in [44].

• Infinite generalized Dirichlet Multinomial Mixture Model: the use of the generalized

Dirichlet distribution as a prerequisite for the mixture model in an infinite setting requires the

use of a mathematical property of the generalized Dirichlet distribution. Indeed, the general-

ized Dirichlet distribution has a structural property called neutrality which allows the mutual

independence of the vector of proportions of the data points. This property is presented and

discussed in more detail in [45]. The property used requires a change in the space of the orig-

inal data point X into another data point ξ where the features are conditionally independent.

The generalized Dirichlet distribution is written as follows:
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GD(ξ⃗i|α, δ) =
V∏

w=1

Beta(ξ⃗iw|αw, δw) (38)

where ξ⃗i = (ξi1, . . . , ξiV ), ξi1 = Xi1, ξiw = Xiw/(1−
∑w−1

f=1 Xif ) for l > 1 and Beta(ξiw|αw, δw)

is a Beta distribution defined with parameters (αw,δw).

• Infinite Beta-Liouville Multinomial Mixture Model: as for the priors presented earlier, the

Beta-Liouville distribution can be considered in an infinite framework obtained when we use

the stick-breaking framework and make the number of components infinite [46] [47].

3.2 Collapsed Gibbs Sampling

Collapsed Gibbs sampling is a Markov chain Monte Carlo algorithm used in many works such

as in [32] to approximate observations of multivariate probability distributions. Given the particular

nature of infinite mixture models where the number of components is considered to tend to infinity,

at each clustering step, the document is either assigned to an existing cluster among the set of

already known clusters or assigned to a newly created cluster. The clustering approach is then

divided between the choice of an existing cluster or the choice of a new cluster as in [48].

3.2.1 Existing Cluster

For words in documents generated by mixture models, the clustering assignment is derived from

the probability that a document d chooses a cluster knowing the assignment of other documents and

their information. As shown in [48], this conditional probability is:

p(zd = k|z¬d, d⃗, α, β) ∝ p(zd = k|z¬d, α)p(d|zd = k, dk,¬d, β) (39)

where k is the latent cluster that is sampled from the distribution, z¬d is the assignment to the

cluster of all documents excluding document d , d⃗ are the observed documents, dk,¬d are the other

documents currently assigned to the k cluster, and α and β are the parameters of the Dirichlet

distributions in the mixture model that will help into estimating the parameters of the multinomial
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distributions with parameters θ and ϕ.

In equation (38) we have :

• p(zd = k|z⃗¬d, α) is the probability that a document chooses a cluster given the clustering as-

signments of the other documents. It is obtained by integration on the multinomial parameter

θ.

• p(d|zd = k, d⃗k,¬d, β) is the predictive probability of a document given all the other documents

that are already assigned to cluster k. It is obtained by integration on the parameter of the

second multinomial distribution ϕ in our mixture model.

In our case study, the second term remains the same for all the working priors we use because this

part of the mixture model will always be generated by an infinite multinomial Dirichlet mixture

model following the work in [48]. It is as follows:

p(d|zd = k, d⃗k,¬d, β) =

∏
w∈d

∏Nw
d

j=1(n
w
k,¬d + β + j − 1)∏Nd

i=1(nk,¬d + V β + i− 1)
(40)

where Nw
d is the number of occurrences of the word w in the document d, nw

k,¬d is the number of

occurrences of the word w in the cluster z, Nd is the number of words in the document d, nk,¬d is

the number of words in the cluster k, and V is the vocabulary size. Our contribution focuses on the

first term p(zd = k|z⃗¬d, α) which is generated in [48] by an infinite Dirichlet mixture. In our work,

we compute the equivalent of this probability for the infinite generalized Dirichlet mixture model

and the infinite Beta-Liouville mixture model.

• Infinite Generalized Dirichlet Multinomial Mixture Model :

The first term of equation (38) is obtained by integration over the θ parameter of the multi-

nomial distribution. This leads to the use of the Sum Rule of Probability, the Product Rule of

Probability and the properties of the D-Separation. We integrate the posterior distribution of

θ which is multiplied by the multinomial distribution. To derive the posterior distribution, we

use Bayes’ rule as follows:
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p(θ|z⃗¬d, α/K, δ) =
p(θ|α/K, δ)p(z⃗¬d|θ)∫
p(θ|α/K, δ)p(z⃗¬d|θ)dθ

=

∏K
k=1Beta(ξ|α/K, δ)

∏K
k=1 ξ

mk,¬d∏K
k=1

∫
Beta(ξ|α/K, δ)ξmk,¬ddξ

(41)

where ξ is the transformed data point, α/K and δ are the parameters of the Beta distribution

and mk,¬d is the number of documents present in the k cluster. We have:

∫
ξmk,¬d+α/K−1(1− ξ)δ−1

B(α/K +mk,¬d, δ)
dξ = 1

Then,

∫
ξmk,¬d+α/K−1(1− ξ)δ−1dξ = B(α/K +mk,¬d, δ) (42)

Replacing in equation (40) gives :

p(θ|z⃗¬d, α/K, δ) =

∏K
k=1

ξ
mk,¬d+α/K−1

(1−ξ)δ−1

B(α/K,δ)∏K
k=1

B(α/K+mk,¬d,δ)
B(α/K,δ)

=
K∏
k=1

ξmk,¬d+α/K−1(1− ξ)δ−1

B(α/K +mk,¬d, δ)

=

K∏
k=1

Beta(ξ|α/K +mk,¬d, δ)

(43)

With these calculations, we can derive the first term of the conditional probability in equation

(38) :

p(zd = k|z⃗¬d, α/K, δ) =

∫
Beta(ξ|α/K +mk,¬d, δ)p(zd = k|ξ)dξ

=
B(α/K +mk, δ)

B(α/K +mk,¬d, δ)
=

Γ(α/K+mk)Γ(δ)
Γ(α/K+mk+δ)

Γ(α/K+mk,¬d)Γ(δ)
Γ(α/K+mk,¬d+δ)
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=
Γ(α/K +mk,¬d + 1)Γ(α/K +mk,¬d + δ)

Γ(α/K +mk,¬d)Γ(α/K +mk,¬d + δ + 1)

=
α/K +mk,¬d

α/K +mk,¬d + δ

(44)

In our case of study, K tend to infinity which makes α/K tend to 0. The conditional proba-

bility in (38) is as follow :

p(zd = k|z¬d, d⃗, α, β) ∝
mk,¬d

mk,¬d + δ

∏
w∈d

∏Nw
d

j=1(n
w
k,¬d + β + j − 1)∏Nd

i=1(nk,¬d + V β + i− 1)
(45)

• Infinite Beta-Liouville Multinomial Mixture Model :

The procedure and rules described above can be used for the infinite Beta-Liouville approach

where the posterior distribution is derived as follows :

p(θ|z⃗¬d, αi, α/K, δ) =
p(θ|αk, α/K, δ)p(z⃗¬d|θ)∫
p(θ|αk, α/K, δ)p(z⃗¬d|θ)dθ

=

∏K
k=1 θ

αk+mk,¬d−1
k (

∑K
k=1 θk)

α/K−
∑K

k=1 αk∫ ∏K
k=1 θ

αk+mk,¬d−1
k (

∑k
k=1 θk)

α/K−
∑K

k=1 αk

(1−
∑K

k=1 θk)
δ−1

(1−
∑K

k=1 θk)
δ−1dθ

(46)

where θ is the parameter of the multinomial distribution and αk, α/K and δ are the parameters

of the Beta-Liouville distribution [26].

To obtain the equivalent of the integral in (45), we need to update the parameters following

the work of [26] : 
α

′
= α/K +

∑K−1
k=1 mk

α
′
k = αk +mk

δ
′
= δ +mK
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which results in :

∫ K∏
k=1

θ
αk+mk,¬d−1
k (

K∑
k=1

θk)
α/K−

∑K
k=1 mk(1−

K∑
k=1

θk)
δ+mK−1dθ

=
Γ(α/K +

∑K−1
k=1 mk)Γ(δ +mK)Γ(αk +mk)

Γ(
∑K

k=1(αk +mk,¬d))Γ(α/K +
∑K

k=1mk + δ)

(47)

We have :

p(θ|z⃗¬d, αi, α/K, δ)

=

∏K
k=1 θ

αk+mk,¬d−1
k (

∑K
k=1 θk)

α/K−
∑K

k=1 αk(1−
∑K

k=1 θk)
δ−1

Γ(α/K+
∑K−1

k=1 mk,¬d)Γ(δ+mK,¬d)Γ(αk+mk,¬d)

Γ(
∑K

k=1(αk+mk,¬d))Γ(α/K+
∑K

k=1 mk,¬d+δ)

=
Γ(

∑K
k=1(αk +mk,¬d))Γ(α/K +

∑K
k=1mk,¬d + δ)

Γ(α/K +
∑K−1

k=1 mk,¬d)Γ(δ +mK,¬d)Γ(αk +mk,¬d)

K∏
k=1

θ
αk+mk,¬d−1
k (

K∑
k=1

θk)
α/K−

∑K
k=1 αk(1−

K∑
k=1

θk)
δ−1

= BL(θ|αk +mk,¬d, α/K +

K−1∑
k=1

mk,¬d, δ +mK,¬d)

(48)

where mK,¬d is the number of documents present in the cluster K without considering the

document d.

The derivation of the conditional probability is as follows:

p(zd = k|z⃗¬d, α/K, δ)

=

∫
BL(θ|αk +mk,¬d, α/K +

K−1∑
k=1

mk,¬d, δ +mK,¬d)p(zd = k|θ)dθ

=
Γ(

∑K
k=1(αk +mk,¬d))Γ(α/K +

∑K
k=1mk,¬d + δ)

Γ(α/K +
∑K−1

k=1 mk,¬d)Γ(δ +mK,¬d)Γ(αk +mk,¬d)

Γ(α/K +
∑K−1

k=1 mk)Γ(δ +mK)Γ(αk +mk)

Γ(
∑K

k=1(αk +mk))Γ(α/K +
∑K

k=1mk + δ)

=

∏K−1
k=1 (α/K +

∑K−1
k=1 mk,¬d + k − 1)(δ +mK,¬d + 1)∏K

k=1(
∑K

k=1(αk +mk,¬d + k − 1))

(αk +mk,¬d + 1)∏K
k=1(α/K +

∑K
k=1mk,¬d + δ + k − 1)

(49)
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The conditional probability in (38) is as follows :

p(zd = k|z¬d, d⃗, α, β)

∝
∏K−1

k=1 (
∑K−1

k=1 mk,¬d + k − 1)(δ +mK,¬d + 1)∏K
k=1(

∑K
k=1(αk +mk,¬d + k − 1))

(αk +mk,¬d + 1)
∏

w∈d
∏Nw

d
j=1(n

w
k,¬d + β + j − 1)∏Nd

i=1(nk,¬d + V β + i− 1)
∏K

k=1(
∑K

k=1mk,¬d + δ + k − 1)

(50)

3.2.2 Choosing new cluster

Since K is an undefined value in infinite mixture models, it makes sense to compute the proba-

bility of a document d to be assigned to a newly defined cluster K + 1 as follows in [48]:

p(zd = K + 1|z¬d, d⃗, α, δ, β) ∝ p(zd = K + 1|z¬d, α, δ)p(d|zd = K + 1, β) (51)

where K + 1 is the newly created cluster. The term containing the β parameter remains unchanged

as in [48] :

p(d|zd = K + 1, β) =

∏
w∈d

∏Nw
d

j=1(β + j − 1)∏Nd
i=1(V β + i− 1)

(52)

In this work, we introduce two different infinite mixture models for which we compute the condi-

tional probability that a document d chooses a new cluster K + 1:

• Infinite Generalized Dirichlet Multinomial Mixture Model :

p(zd = K + 1|z¬d, α, δ) = 1−
K∑
k=1

p(zd = k|z¬d, α, δ)

= 1−
K∑
k=1

mk,¬d
mk,¬d + δ

(53)

The equation (50) is equivalent to :

p(zd = K + 1|z¬d, d⃗, α, δ, β) ∝
∏

w∈d
∏Nw

d
j=1(β + j − 1)∏Nd

i=1(V β + i− 1)
(1−

K∑
k=1

mk,¬d
mk,¬d + δ

) (54)
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• Infinite Beta-Liouville Multinomial Mixture Model :

p(zd = K + 1|z¬d, αi, α, δ)

= 1−
K∑
k=1

p(zd = k|z¬d, αi, α, δ)

= 1−
K∑
k=1

(

∏K−1
k=1 (

∑K−1
k=1 mk,¬d + k − 1)(δ +mK,¬d + 1)∏K

k=1(
∑K

k=1(αk +mk,¬d + k − 1))

(αk +mk,¬d + 1)∏K
k=1(

∑K
k=1mk,¬d + δ + k − 1)

)

(55)

The equation (50) is then equivalent to :

p(zd = K + 1|z¬d, d⃗, αk, α, δ, β)

∝
∏

w∈d
∏Nw

d
j=1(β + j − 1)∏Nd

i=1(V β + i− 1)
(1−

K∑
k=1

(

∏K−1
k=1 (

∑K−1
k=1 mk,¬d + k − 1)∏K

k=1(
∑K

k=1(αk +mk,¬d + k − 1))

(δ +mK,¬d + 1)(αk +mk,¬d + 1)∏K
k=1(

∑K
k=1mk,¬d + δ + k − 1)

))

(56)

3.3 Proposed Algorithm

The collapsed Gibbs sampling algorithm for infinite mixture models is presented in Algorithm

1. The main objective of this algorithm is to assign each of the available D documents to a given

cluster. The main variables of the algorithm are:

(1) mk : number of documents in cluster k.

(2) nk : number of words in cluster k.

(3) nw
k : number of time the word w appeared in cluster k.

The presented parameters are initialized to zero and the initial number of clusters Kinit is set to

1. After this initialization step, each document is randomly assigned to a cluster. Then, the main

variables of the algorithm are incremented by 1 for mk, by L for nk and by N for nw
k . After

this initialization step, we start applying our collapsed Gibbs sampling algorithm for a predefined

number of iterations I . At each iteration and for each document, the currently assigned cluster is
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Algorithm 2 CGS for Infinite Multinomial Mixture

1: Set mk = 0, nk = 0, nw
k = {} and K = 1

2: for all the Documents do
Sample kd ∼ Multinomial(1/K)
mk+= 1, nk+= L and nw

k += N
3: end for
4: for all the Iterations do

Assign kd
Set mk = mk - 1 , nk = nk - L and nw

k = nw
k - N

if nz == 0 then
Decrease K by 1
Remove inactive clusters
Sample kd ∼ p(k|k¬d, d⃗) and p(K + 1|K + 1¬d, d⃗)
if kd is active then
mk+= 1, nk+= L and nw

k += N
else

Create a new cluster
Initialize its main variables to 0

5: end for

recorded and the main variables are decremented with the same amounts they were incremented

with. If a cluster is considered empty, it is deleted and the indices of the non-empty clusters is

reordered. Then, each document is assigned to a new cluster according to the probabilities obtained

from equations (44) and (53) if we are dealing with the infinite Generalized Dirichlet mixture model

or from equations (49) and (55) if we are dealing with the infinite Beta-Liouville mixture model. A

new index is then sampled from the calculated probabilities. If the calculated index already exists,

the main variables are incremented accordingly. Otherwise, a new cluster is created by initializing

its principal variables to zero.

3.4 Online Clustering Initialization

In the proposed Algorithm 1, we can see that the collapsed Gibbs sampling algorithm assigns

each document a cluster randomly, which adds to the uncertainty of the clustering process. A

solution to this problem was proposed in [44] in the form of an online clustering scheme for ini-

tialization. The full name that has been given to the algorithm is Fast GSDMM+ when it uses the
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Dirichlet mixture model. This algorithm is an improvement of the FGSDMM algorithm also de-

scribed in [44].

In Algorithm 3, we can see how the initialization step of the algorithm works. First, all documents

Algorithm 3 CGS for Infinite Multinomial Mixture with Online Initialization

1: Set mk = 0, nk = 0, nw
k = {} and K = 0

2: for all the Documents do
Sample kd ∼ p(k|k¬d, d⃗) and p(K + 1|K + 1¬d, d⃗)

if kd is active then
Assign k to d, mk+= 1, nk+= L and nw

k += N
else

Increment K
Assign K + 1 to d, mK+1 = 0, nK+1 = 0 and nw

K+1 = {}
3: end for
4: Apply Algorithm 2

are assigned to a common unique cluster. Then, one by one, the documents start choosing between

the already existing clusters or the newly created cluster. At each step, the new clusters are created

one by one, which lets the documents choose between non-empty clusters and an empty cluster. The

decision is made based on the results of the probabilities, as explained in the previous algorithm.

When a decision about a new cluster is made, the algorithm creates this new cluster by storing

this document. After this initialization process, our collapsed Gibbs sampling algorithm for infinite

mixture models is run for a number of iterations until a fixed number of clusters are obtained. This

algorithm has proven in a previous work to reduce the spatial complexity and randomness of the

initialization process.

3.5 Experimental Results

3.5.1 Short-Text Datasets and Preprocessing

We evaluate the proposed approaches on two datasets used in [48]. The first dataset is the

Google News containing 11,109 news articles with 152 topics. The dataset was divided into three

datasets (TSet, SSet, TSSet). Two of them contain very short texts, TSet containing the titles of the

articles and SSet containing the excerpts of the articles. TSSet contains both the titles of the articles

and their excerpts. The second dataset is the TweetSet [48] which contains 2,472 tweets belonging
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Table 3.1: Performance of the Approaches on the datasets

Datasets Metric GSDPMM Infinite GSGDMM Infinite GSBLMM
TSSet c 0.94 0.95 0.95

h 0.84 0.86 0.91
NMI 0.89 0.90 0.93

TweetSet c 0.82 0.82 0.8
h 0.88 0.86 0.93

NMI 0.85 0.84 0.87
TSet c 0.89 0.89 0.88

h 0.83 0.86 0.90
NMI 0.86 0.88 0.89

SSet c 0.91 0.91 0.92
h 0.79 0.83 0.84

NMI 0.85 0.87 0.88

to 89 queries. Text preprocessing includes lowercasing all words, removing non-Latin characters

and stop words, using NLTK’s WordNet Lemmatizer to apply uprooting, keeping sentences between

2 and 15 words, and removing words with a frequency of less than 2.

3.5.2 Evaluation Metrics

For a fair evaluation of the work, the same metrics used in [48] considered as we compare our

approaches with the results listed in [48]. Those metrics are detailed in chapter 2 where c is the

completeness and h is the homogeneity.

3.5.3 Comparison between Infinite Mixture Models

In this subsection, we discuss the comparison between the different infinite mixture models. We

set β to 0.02, δ to 0.5 and αk to 5 ∗ 10−4. We set the number of iterations to 100 and the initial

number of clusters K to 1. We list in table 1, the results obtained when applying the GSDPMM

and the two proposed approaches (Infinite GSGDMM, Infinite GSBLMM) on the four previously

mentioned datasets.

We prove from Table 3.1 that using the infinite generalized Dirichlet model as the prior per-

formed better than the GSDPMM when considering the NMI metric. We can also see that the

Beta-Liouville infinite multinomial mixture model performs better than the two previously men-

tioned approaches. This shows that the use of priors with more flexible covariance is effective for
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(a) TitleSet (b) TitleSnippetSet

(c) SnippetSet (d) TweetSet

Figure 3.1: Comparison between Infinite Mixture Models

classifying short texts and agrees with the theoretical assumptions. The other two proposed metrics,

completeness and homogeneity, showed overall better results than the GSDPMM approach. Con-

sidering the homogeneity metric for all datasets, we notice that the results are improved by at least

5% while taking into account the completeness, there is no great improvement. This shows that both

proposed approaches improve the results of clustering by clusters, where they were more successful

in detecting whether each cluster contains only observations belonging to the same ground truth.

In Figure 3.1, we can clearly see how the infinite Beta-Liouville multinomial mixture model

approach performed better than the other two approaches over a large set of iterations ranging from

10 to 100. This is especially clear for the SnippetSet short text dataset. We can also see that

the approach performed well on the TitleSnippetSet dataset. Infinite GSGDMM also performed

well over the same range of iterations compared to GSDPMM on TitleSet, TitleSnippetSet and

SnippetSet. However, we can see from Figure 3.1 (d) that the infinite GSGDMM approach did not

outperform the GSDPMM approach when used on the TweetSet dataset. It is clear that the infinite

GSGDMM approach did not perform well for almost any number of iterations compared to the

GSDPMM approach. But, we can see better results when the number of iterations is set to 20, 30
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(a) TitleSet (b) TitleSnippetSet

(c) SnippetSet (d) TweetSet

Figure 3.2: Performance of infinite GSGDMM given δ

and 90.

3.5.4 Performance of the infinite GSGDMM

In this subsection, we evaluate the effect of the δ parameter which is the newly introduced

parameter compared to the GSDPMM approach. In Figure 3.2, we see how a larger value of δ

gives a better value for the h and NMI metrics. The improvement is evident on all datasets where

the best values were obtained for a value of the δ parameter of 0.9. On the other hand, the c

metric did not obtain as much improvement for almost all tested values of the δ parameter. The

curve is almost constant over the different values of the δ parameter for the TitleSnippetSet and

SnippetSet datasets. This same c metric decreases at a very slight rate for TweetSet. This confirms

the observation made in the previous subsection where we deduced that our proposed approaches

only improved the clustering performance cluster-wise, leaving the data-wise clustering unchanged.

We also tried to evaluate the role of the parameter δ on the approximation of the number of clusters

found for the four datasets. Figure 3.3 shows that a higher value of δ gives a higher number of
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Figure 3.3: Number of clusters found by GSGDMM given δ

clusters found. We can see that for the SSet and TSSet datasets, the maximum number of clusters

found is about 120 clusters for a value of δ equal to 0, 9 while the actual number of clusters assigned

is 152. Digging deeper into the graph, we see that for this same value of δ, TSet converges to a larger

number of clusters around 163 clusters. For TweetSet, the number of clusters found for this same

value of δ is slightly less than 120 while the real number of clusters is supposed to be 89. This

means that it would be wiser to opt for a lower δ value for both the T and Tweet datasets. We can

see that a value of δ between 0.5 and 0.6 should give a value closer to the actual number of clusters

found for the Tweet dataset while a value between 0.6 and 0.7 should be more appropriate for the

T dataset. Further experiments with higher values of δ should be conducted for the remaining two

datasets. This should not be at the expense of the values given by the different metrics which should

be closely monitored, while taking into account some trade-offs.

3.5.5 Performance of the infinite GSBLMM

As explained in the previous sections, the Beta-Liouville priority introduces a new parameter

αk whose effect will be studied in this subsection.

In Figure 3.4, we evaluated the NMI, C, and H metrics on the four datasets for αk values ranging
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(a) SnippetSet (b) TitleSet

(c) TitleSnippetSet (d) TweetSet

Figure 3.4: Performance of infinite GSBLMM given αk

Figure 3.5: Number of clusters found given αk
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from 0.001 to 0.01. For the TweetSet, we can see that the lower the value of the αk parameter,

the better the results obtained for the NMI and c metrics while the curve of the h metric remains

constant for the different values of αk. This observation is the same for TSet, except that we can see

an improvement of the value of H. Indeed, the larger the value of αk is, the better the performance

of the h metric is. For the other two datasets (TSSet, SSet), there is no clear pattern to infer from

its behavior for our proposed approach. We can see that for TSSet, there is first a decrease in

performance but then a clear increase from a value of αk equal to 0.008. We also tried to see the

impact of the αk parameter on the final number of clusters found. From Figure 3.5, we found that

compared to the actual number of clusters, the number of clusters found is high for both datasets

used: SSet and TweetSet. However, it should be noted that the higher the value of αk, the more

likely we are to get a low number of found clusters. The TSSet dataset performs well on the whole

range of αk tested. Indeed, we can see that for the different values, we are in a realistic range of the

number of clusters found between 150 and 165.

3.5.6 Convergence of the proposed Approaches

In this subsection, we want to study the number of clusters found for the first 10 iterations

using the two proposed approaches. Figure 3.6 shows that there is some convergence in the number

of clusters found starting from the iteration number 2. This is especially true for the first infinite

GSGDMM approach which also gives a number of clusters found closer to the actual number of

clusters. The second proposed approach infinite GSBLMM gives a number of clusters found for

TSSet closer to the real number of clusters while it gives values much higher than the actual number

of clusters for the other datasets. Computing more iterations and better fine-tuning should reduce

this discrepancy.

3.5.7 Performance with Online Clustering

In this subsection, we evaluate the performance of our approaches and the GSDPMM approach

with a change in the initialization step as previously presented in Algorithm 3. Indeed, we pre-

sented the FGSDMM+ algorithm that uses an online initialization clustering procedure to assign

documents to initial clusters. This reduces the noise in the clustering process. The experimental
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(a) SnippetSet (b) TitleSet

(c) TitleSnippetSet (d) TweetSet

Figure 3.6: Number of Clusters Found over the 10 first Iterations
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Table 3.2: Performance of the approaches with online clustering on the datasets

Datasets Metric GSDPMM Infinite GSGDMM Infinite GSBLMM
TSSet c 0.95 0.95 0.95

h 0.88 0.91 0.9
NMI 0.92 0.93 0.92

TweetSet c 0.82 0.81 0.86
h 0.93 0.95 0.93

NMI 0.87 0.88 0.87
TSet c 0.87 0.87 0.87

h 0.88 0.9 0.89
NMI 0.87 0.88 0.88

SSet c 0.92 0.91 0.91
h 0.85 0.84 0.83

NMI 0.88 0.88 0.87

results are shown in Table 3.2 where, following the progression of the NMI metric, it is clear that

the infinite FGSGDMM+ gives the best results. Looking at the c metric in more detail, we see that

the infinite FGSBLMM+ performs better in cluster-wise. Overall, both of our approaches perform

better than the FGSDPMM+ approach.

To address the main objective of this subsection, we compare the performance of the Gibbs sam-

pling approach with the approach proposed by the Fast Gibbs Sampling+ algorithm. Figure 3.7

gives a comparison between the algorithm with online clustering initialization and the one without

initialization. On all datasets, the algorithm using online clustering initialization performs better

than the one without online clustering initialization. The infinite FGSBLMM+ approach lost 0.01

in performance on the TS, T and S datasets while giving the same results on the Tweet dataset

compared to the baseline approach.

44



(a) SnippetSet (b) TitleSet

(c) TitleSnippetSet (d) TweetSet

Figure 3.7: Comparision between the proposed algorithms

3.5.8 Speed of the approaches

In this subsection, we assess the speed of the approaches for a different number of iterations. We

can see in Figure 3.8 (a) how the infinite GSBLMM is taking more computational time to give the

clustering result. Figure 3.8 (b) shows the same when using the algorithms with online clustering. It

also shows how the FGSDPMM+ algorithm is performing faster than our two proposed approaches.

(a) (b)

Figure 3.8: Time used in seconds with different number of iterations
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3.5.9 Outlier Detection

In this subsection, we assess the performance of our proposed approaches on detecting outliers.

We added manually to the TS dataset 100 documents stemming from different datasets collected

from different website resources. We call the new dataset Outlier TS. As presented in [48], we

run the proposed algorithms with the proposed approaches on the OutlierTS dataset with different

values of δ for the generalized Dirichlet prior and different values of αk for the Beta-Liouville prior.

We fixed the number of iterations to 5 and fixed β to 0.02. We consider the clusters with only one

documents as outliers.

(a) Infinite FGSGDMM+ (b) Infinite FGSBLMM+

Figure 3.9: outliers detection

Figure 3.9 shows that both of the proposed approaches are giving a good performance on the outlier

detection task using the created dataset. We find that the infinite FGSBLMM+ performs slightly

better. We can also see that both of the approaches detect only a maximum of 12 documents as false

positive. In this perspective, infinite FGSBLMM+ is doing a better job as it is detecting a number of

false positive less than 10. It is also performing better when it comes to detecting the actual outliers.
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Chapter 4

Conclusion

In this thesis, we developed a number of approaches for short text clustering to alleviate on the

challenges presented by such data. We proposed two different approaches using collapsed Gibbs

sampling for mixture models and two different approaches using collapsed Gibbs sampling for in-

finite extensions of discrete mixture models. We also elaborated two other approaches, Infinite

FGSGDMM+ and Infinite FGSBLMM+, making use of online clustering.

In chapter 2, we presented the functioning of the baseline approach Gibbs sampling for Dirichlet

Multinomial Model. Then, we proposed our approaches that make use in the first place of the gen-

eralized Dirichlet distribution (CGSGDMM) then of the Beta-Liouville distribution (CGSBLMM).

Our proposed approaches proved to be more efficient when classifying short texts while being able

to cope with the challenges that they present.

In chapter 3, we elaborated on the previously presented work by presenting approaches that use the

infinite extensions of discrete mixture models. This work led to the proposal of two approaches

: Infinite Gibbs Sampling Generalized Dirichlet Multinomial Mixture Model (Infinite GSGDMM)

and Infinite Gibbs Sampling Beta-Liouville Multinomial Mixture Model (Infinite GSBLMM). They

proved to be more efficient than the GSDPMM approach on which our work is based. We topped

this work by tuning the initialization process using an online approach. This led to two approaches

named : Infinite FGSGDMM+ and Infinite FGSBLMM+. These new approaches presented better

performance not only as compared to the baseline approach but also as compared to our proposed
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approaches Infinite GSGDMM and Infinite GSBLMM. We finished our work by an outliers detec-

tion application.

All the presented approaches outperformed the models using the Dirichlet distribution as a prior and

coped extremely well with the challenges presented by short texts.

Future work might include mainly the proposal of more advanced priors to the multinomial distribu-

tion such as the Scaled Dirichlet distribution and the Shifted-Scaled distribution while considering

other learning techniques [49].
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