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What Is SpokenWeb?
https://search.spokenweb.ca/

https://search.spokenweb.ca/


The SpokenWeb "Swallow" Database
● Cataloging: Distributed cataloging by teams across Canada.
● SpokenWeb Schema

Series

Sub-series



The Search Engine (Discovery Layer)

● Role: The public "Discovery Layer" for the 
Swallow database.

● Key Features:
○ Facet by Year, Genre, City, and Person.
○ Responsive Design.
○ Download batch/individual json/txt files for 

research
○ Link to available recordings

● Live URL: https://search.spokenweb.ca/

https://search.spokenweb.ca/


Technology Stack

● Frontend: Blacklight (v8) on Ruby on Rails
○ Industry standard for library discovery interfaces.

● Backend: Apache Solr (v9)
○ High-performance indexing and querying.

● Ingest Pipeline:
○ Python: ETL (Extract, Transform, Load) scripts to pull 

data from Swallow.
○ Traject: Ruby library for mapping metadata to Solr 

fields.
● Infrastructure: Docker & Docker Compose.



The SWSearchEngine Repository

● https://github.com/spokenwebsites/SWSearchEngine
● Containerized Development:

○ app: The Rails/Blacklight application.
○ solr: Pre-configured Solr instance.

● Easy Setup:
○ The use of Makefile gets the full stack system 

running locally with one command and simulates 
closest to the server behavior.

● Configuration:
○ Solr config files stored in version control for 

consistency.
○ Environment variables for secrets and API keys.

https://github.com/spokenwebsites/SWSearchEngine
https://github.com/spokenwebsites/SWSearchEngine


video-output-0EC73D2A-F23A-471E-891C-DE170BEE862F-1.MP4

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1_sJcLulr0gfnSZEK9IMQtFefWBZ6taLW/view


Thank You!

https://search.spokenweb.ca

https://search.spokenweb.ca

	Slide 1: SpokenWeb Search Engine 
	Slide 2: What Is SpokenWeb?
	Slide 3: The SpokenWeb "Swallow" Database
	Slide 4: The Search Engine (Discovery Layer)
	Slide 5: Technology Stack
	Slide 6: The SWSearchEngine Repository
	Slide 7
	Slide 8:  Thank You!  https://search.spokenweb.ca 

