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ABSTRACT

Women in Contemporary Islamic Societies
Mona I. Moharmed

socisties. The approach adorted to develop the discussion is an
analytical cre. Because of the wide centrcoversy over status of wcmen

in Muslim sccieties, particular and deliberata emprasis is given

to the Islamic rules and principles and how thev are culzurally

interpretad and reinterprezsed teo define the position of wemen in
current Islamiz sccietiss. The study argues thast wemen accerding
to Islamic rules, are given eguivalent szatus wizh men. It 1is
nowever, the mispercepticn, culzural-pclizical misinterprecaticn of

Islamic rules and laws, and the political interests of the geverning
party that lagged wemen pehind men in Muslim societies.
The study concludes that naticrnal and internaticnal

ccllakborative measures must ke taker in order for Musl:im wcmen =2

secure & more dignified sociel and pclicical status.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

I. Background of the Research Problem

ii

Muslim sccieties, women and men are not equal sccially and

culturzlly., It is true :that ohysically women and men are diffzrent,
thelr strengths and weaknesses are dissimilar, they Dpehave In
dilZisrent ways, and they ars traz-sd Buz wiImsn rolies
are dezermined in accerdance wizh their scclal rasponsipilizias
L3Wards men. A woman i1s the wifs cf the man, z daughter 2f the xar,

3

partnership relaticn between a man and a woman enhances women's
subordination. Within the decisive role of women, they are obiiged
tc listen carefully to all orders, instructicns or opinions cof their
male guardian and obey him. Any discbedience tc the guardian will
definitely creates a series of problems in the family and generates

long lasting accusation for wemen. This strong sccial web of

infiluences determines for every single woman what is rignet,

possible, and what is socially acceptatle. It is in the light of



thelr knowledge, understanding, and experience that wcmen have
formulated their strategies for social and even biclogical survival.

Thus, it should not sound strange tTo state that social adaoptatiorn

'

has generally depended on both the rescurces avzilable o thenm and

their ability tc analyze and understand the imminernc influencing
faczocrs arcund zhem.

There 13 3 strcng relaticn betwesn sociz-cul-uarsl reailTy <f
Musiim soccieties zand Islam as a religicn. The szcio-cul-ura
ccundariss that set fc. wcmen are completely defended and justified

religicus, sccial, and pclitical influence upon Muslim sociezies.
As a religlon, Is.am plays & centrzl rcle in bringing all of ths

influencing sccial factors together as a mean of self-idenzizy and

s —_ ™ -~ - - - ot - - -—_— - - -
-arge. r2.lTlZaLly, S.2m 1S5 STIrIng.y LnstlTuTionaslzed a2galnst
™ -y o empm o = om 4 = g - = N - - - P —~ - -— - - -~
Nestern caplzalism and Scclalistic ideslegy zand become a de-erminant

factor in Muslim naticns' bulilding.

Women in Muslim societies have keen trying zo escace this wek
of influences and design a new independent driftc for zhemselves.
However, women's Jgreatest impediments lie in the interpretation and
re-interpretation of Islamic laws regarding their rights and

rivileges by the governing party. Islamic laws have given wcmen the

o]

following fundamental rights:



-- The Qu'raric laws guarantee women the righr to inherit and

Nl

t

endow prorer

ranic law

n

guarantee wcmen the righz to have full

pessession and control of their wealth, the dewer, while

marrisd and afzer diverce. In Islam the wiman re-si-wes -re
drwer nct her guardian

-~ Islam 3Jivas wcmen ths right o be ‘a4, clzcthed, and
2ducated oy her guardian’.

-- Sccially, wcmen have the right to chccse the futurs

nusgsand, the righ:t to diverce, and the right for zshilid

custady.

15
[
{1
o]
@]

-- Ecocromicalily, women have the right o werk, gain mcn

cCnauct agreements on thelir names”.
) Zarzarz Trever
n MUsiim Women, =2d. Tr=cda
- pid

h M.E. Kidwai of Gadie, Weman Under Differsnt Social &
Buddhism, Judaism, Christianity, Islam (New Delhi: Scema

Re_lagicus Laws
>

Publizaticns,

° Haleh Afshar, "Islam and feminism: an aralysis of polizizal
strateglies,” in Feminism And Islam: Legal & Literary derspectives, ed. Mai
Yamani. (New York: New York University Press, 1996), 199.

3



¥

-- Politically, women have the right to parzicipate and shars

th

with men the respensibilicy of their communizy .
Unfortunately, these fundamental Islamic rights of wemen in

mest Muslim sccieties ars seized by the cultural articulacisn of

patriarchy. This men dominz=zion is demcnstrated thrcugh the social

structure, social mcres, laws and political power. Such a

Sstructural process is facilizatzed py Islam's cenzral role in chs
self-definition and culztural reality of Muslim's at large. I Muslinm
catriarczhnal sccisty, the class-privileged men nave Tradiciznally
Wwrl-ten the laws and intergr=azed them, ofzer with the snderlying
ccncern of cgrotectiing family and community. Becausa of thnis, wemen
nave pesn defined in terms of their relaticnshics =o men - aizher
in nesd ¢ peing protected by men or men needing to e croTaczad

from them. In both cases, women whc stray from the traditisnal
patriarchal family will suffer at the hands of -he sccial and _egel

systems. 3ecause oI the understanding that men are a degraes akove

P . 3 . - v = —~— 1 P P -
wemern, the Islamic laws are re-written and disrescectad by both zhs
ScClal ana legal ma.e gZuardians. Tor examp.e, in Semallsz, a weoman

nas nc say cver her future nusband. She must complietsly consent to

®
a
n

ather or her guardian regarding her future husband. If she

refused to compel, then she is socially rejected, abused and in scme

P4

Irid.
: Farida Shaheed, "Networking for change: The role of women's Jroup i
iniziating dialogue on wcmen's issues," in Faith & Freedem, ed. Mahnaz Afkhami
{(Londen: I.3. Tauris Publishers, 199%), 7

e




refused tc ccmpel, then she is socially rejected, abused and in scme

cases put in jail till she agrees.?

ard it is usually mixed with the existing cultures. Acczordingly,
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Arabiz and as part of a distinct culzure, institutionalize Islam

pase on thelr own understanding and intercrezatica., Their
judgemencs are said o be Islamic and pases on the Cu'rarn. Tc them,
thelr ragu.atlcns are Zixed In che (Qu'ran which means sevars
-imizatlicon: God's rules cannct be changed. Zemands for change whizh

conflict with those who kelieve in the divine character 2f zhe
a, Saudi Arabla, Irar, and Sudan havs
strucztured their pelitical insticucicns. The effsct 27 zhis Islamic-
oclitical insticutions upon women is reflected in weaker ecencmic

and social status. A recent study maintains that Muslim countries

censistently repcort the lowest female participation in economic

()

activities outside of agriculture. Additionally, there 1s evidenc

O
(31

of a fzilure 2y the female wcrk-Iorce to respond to ahigher staps

economic development by a parallel increase in the number of women

w

sed c¢n perscnal interview, Mav 3, 1999.

l0v]
[\]

95
(@]

Qu'ranic laws are called Shari'a.

5



employed in nen-agricultural activities' . Nadia Youssef points ou:
that this failure is ccnnected to the traditicnally established
closed occupatiocnal cpportunity structure thac limited womer from

employment sectors that opresuprosad clese cgntact wizh  men.

'Q

Morecover, Muslim kxin commitments ensurad that diverced and widcwed

wemern pe  supported by thelr mels relatives, & factcocr which
g¥Terminate thelr neesed to work £or sconcmic survriwval-",
Islam in iczselZ Is not the barrier that stand againstc weomen's

liberty ard their political and socizl parzicivaticn. Islam is used

:d overused to determine wemen's rcole in the society as well as to

fu

iegallize other social behavicurs. Fer example, mebilization 57 the

- < =1 - - . - < es - o -~

the name oI Islam. Terrcrism and i1Is negative sonseguences “pon
naticonal and inzernational communizies is conduztad urder the name
¢ I[slam as well. Similarly, women social role  of ncusa-Xesping is

Mchammed. In Zact, this reccmmendazion is done 2v the patriarchal
demirnant groups who wanted wemen tc rtake care of their childrern zng
Islam did not emphasize the limited role of house keeping of women.
Islam did not ask women to stay home and ceg their food from mern.

archal powers 1in

)+

slam is interpreted and understoocd by patr

L]

Muslim sccieties to determine this role for women. In adcdition, the

same patriarchal social power determined for women their social

s T
the Arab World," in Sccial Scienc
2

-t Amal Rassam, "Tcoward

: UNESCQ, 1984} 133.

- Ibid.



behaviour. For example, women are tcld to wear certain clothes, how
tO speak with men and what to say, and when to siaow herself and wher
nect. Simply, lines are drawn for women by mer under the name of

Islam.

ITI. Research Problem

The curpcse of this study is tc examine tre direct fac-ars
penind wcmen's infericricy in Muslim sociscies Infarioricy hers
refers tec the fact chat women in Muslim scciesziss ars assigred
subordinats status. This subordination is usually marda-ed and
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ollewing charactaeristics of the Muslim scciecies:

. Wemen are secluded and segregated. Though an incresasing

nurper of women are recelving educazicn ‘still seen as a mar's
Sricricy! and are octupyling Ilmpcrtant rolas and oesitions in
The2 purl.c deomain, the maiority of women cons:inue =o SzCugy
the private domain: the noussho.d.

2. The rcles played Dy most wcmen are those of a2 daughter,
sister, wife, mcther, mother-in-law, etc. Few prcfessicnal

careers are available to women under the existing division of
labour.

3. Veiling is still widespread in most of the Arab world.

4, Personal status codes discriminate against women,

particularly in such areas as marriage, divorce, and



5. Among certain classes, ownership of property is almost

)
O

exclusively confined te men. Social, econcmic, and polizical

0

organizaticns legate women to marginality.
€. The prevailing standard of morzlity stresses thecse values
and norms associated with craditional ideas of feminirnizv,

rctherhcod, wifehocd, and sexuality.

- g} vy = R 1 - = ~ - h -~ - - - - -
. The prevailing religicus ldeclogy considers wemen t©2 be 3
scurce 2I evil, arnarchy ifitna’, and tricuary -r Hde-zaprio-
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Are women 1n Musiim sccletles infsricr to men? And if sz, Wrha-
ara the Zfactors behind this inferiori=y? 15 =his infaricri=y

A numger of other minor questicns can be derived from thi
maior research question. These mincr questions can be summarized in

as fcllows:

Halim Barakat, "The Arsb family znd the Challenge of Sccizl
Transformazion, " in Weomen and the Familv in the Middle East:Mew Voizes of Change,
2c. Ellzapeth Warncck Fernea {Austin: University of Texas Fress, .993), 3..



-- What i1s <the 1rcle of patriarchy in
sucordination?

-- Are secular traditions respecrnsible fer Muslim women

ty

supcrdination? What are the solutions from a liberazl point o

view?

-- How dces reconcilizzory agrroach delfand Islam's pesizizn
and rtlamed 1:Is misincerpretacicn?

-- Wnzt ls the relevanZe and imgact ¢f 3lskal zarpitalisn
upen Muslim wemen?

-- Wrat is the diffsrent Dpetween glcgal capizalism and
patriarchal dominaticn? Are they endow the same impact upcen

1aslim women?
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-- What are the biclcgical and chys

ard women and how these differences affsct wcmen's posicicn?
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Isiam and Musiim wecmen with:i

ticized by Muslim countries? What is the

(=

-- Hecw Islam Is pol
effect of such pcliticization upcn women?

-- What are the most effective measures needed to impreove
Muslim women's position?

-~ Can education and social/pclitical organizations change

Muslim women's position?



The central thesis upon which the r
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developed is as follows: Women have always sesarched for Suscice,
eqguality with men, and recogniticn long time before Islam and evern
after Islam in Muslim sccleties. It is assumed that Islam have
recognized, respectaed, and egualized women with men. Howewer, the
interpretation of Islamic laws and its interaction with the cultural
domination and pclitical interests have changed the actual pesiticn

ef women in Muslim societies. Thus, the discussion that follcows will

apcve stated thesls. The nsut chartsrs axelzrss the zThaesresics)
underginnings <ZI the research rgrzblem and criztizzlly reviews
perTinent Llteratura.

subcrdinated Muslim wemen, and explain why and Acw are these factors

ccme te existence. Because oI the complexity of the issues invelivag,

the discussion 1s structured in such a way that 2only zhe maier

or Zfactors pehind women's sccial, ecornomis and

Qu'ranic verses., However,

rt

intend in any way to use or intsrpre
reference to Qu'ranic verses will be made to suppor:t specific
arguments or points. The reason why this study is avoiding use and

interpretation of Qu'ranic verses is the fact that interpretation

10
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of the Qu'ran is a highly complex matter designed for eminen

Imams who are educated in this field.

thecretical point of view and review the literature pertains o it.
Chapter four suggests the work stratagies te deal with the issue ard

signifles their importance. Invitation for women's sducazion s ore

O the strategy suggested which will be discussed in chapzer five,

delireated 1ts general structurs, the discussicn will crocesd =o

review the status of wcmen in Muslim and Wes-ern sccie-iss.
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CHAPTER TWO

STATUS OF WOMEN IN MUSLIM AND WESTERN SOCIETIES

I. Status of Women in Islamic Societies

- - - 37 = = - =~ » * h —_ =y -
XeJarca_ess 0oL Tne positive Islamic .aws regarlilng women wnich
- - 3 . e~ IR - - P N T p— o~ -~ P
stated ezrliar, Musliim weomen haves suffzrzs men deminagticn, social
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and Islamic communizy), it also ccr
Wcrien in some respects.

Comparably, domestic violence ageainst wemen 1is apgarent :in

cctn Muslim and Western sccisties. As for vioclence and azuss azainsz
Jsemen In Muslim sccisties therse is clsar deliziency in zeczaining
suZllclent gZata 1in thls respect. The main reasorn for this data
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countries. As they requested I can not spell out their names but

their stories are true - they can not say it out loud since they ars

afraid cthat people will know whe thev are. As mentioned belcre,
sccial obligations are stronger than Islamic rights of women in

Muslim sccieties. In Muslim world (as in Tunisia, for example) The
Advice and Complaints Centre for Women reported that 77% of the

women that they have dealt with between the ages of 12 and 55 had

12



been victims of domestic violernce-. In Sudan, the numker is nc:
recorded but it is most probably the same as Tunisia. Womer irn Sudan
are totally dependent upon men. Due to this dependency they ars

frequently abused and humiiiated. Tc explain the situactior in Sudan
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hide her nusband's minors such as ais lack ¢f mone-

fight wich her, and his hatred feelings towards his in-_aws. The
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following selected examples illusczrate cthe diffsrent ways thac
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meney and no educatlon, sih
nuspand all her l1life. Tne old ladvy sgoks ocut and said thaz her
husbarnd used -2 feud with her mest c¢f the zZime if not =311 of iz. Tre
tocl he used to subjugate her was to ignors her In svery cthing

including their sexual life which has an interval of six zc ten

A women from Sudan who is abcut fifty five years old and works

"

as a banker spoke about her life with her husband and szid Ty

N Ghada Xarmi, "Wcmen, Islam §& Patriarchalism," in Feminism And Zs_am:
Legel & Litersry Perspectives, ed. Mal Yamani {New Yorx: New York University
Fress, 1329g¢!

2 : : 3 - - . r. :
= An interview by authcr, Jznuary 1991, Khartoum, SKCC, Sudan.



husband used not tc join me in bed for years, some times two or
three years in a row, I had to pretend that I am a hacvpy wifs
because of my sccial status." She continued, "to save mv family I
accepted his Ignorance".’ This lady had lost the greatestc part of

ner sexual life because of the strict social rule in Sudan which

sexual lgnorance 1s ssen as a shameful matter Zcr a woman TI sSpeak
arcut and demzand as a right. In addizion, customs in Sudan ook 2T

Tarried ard demanding such 2 right from her auskand. Because of

th
ity
(]
[

cuszcms and traditions this lady had teo aide her su
ife. Islamically a wife whec dc not enjoy her sexuzl life with her
nuskband Icr twe or three years is germitted tc ask for divorce.

Unfcrturately, People in Sudan use te follew traditicrns and cul-urs

A Sudarese lady lives in Canada who is acout cthirty ssven

thls reason, she started tc borrcw money tc buy her children and
hNerse.f their necessities. She ended up with a large debt =hat she
couldn't repay. She is now in a critical situation because she can
not tell her husband about her debt nor she can repay it since she
has no otner income. The other problem is that she can neot tell che
Canadian government on him for his nen-wise spending since this is

against Sudanese traditions. She blames him for what she did as he

* An interview by auther, January 1991, Khartoum, SKCC, Sudan.



is very authoritative and act alore in all the money that they get

from the government without giving her what needs. Lack cf mcney

for a2 women is a lack of acticn, freedem, and independence. This is
wrhat her husband meant her to pe.®

An EZgyprian lady lives in Canada who is akout thirty eight
vears old and a hcuse-wife complains that her husband does rot give
ner encugn menevy o buy what she needs or o send to her Zamily.,
This women has always misssd her sense of indeperdence ani “resdom
She can not act alcne in any financial mazzer. She must refsr == her
nuscand in any type of sgending even in what ever concern -—heir
children. The husband zct as the sols authericy In the hcuse frzn

meney she fe=ls

oewerless and without apility to take any family descision. As =z
consequence o this circle of dependency, she is a_ways ir troucle
with her nusband. The children are tco much affeczed wiz=h thneir

think negazively

Jgrsup the lady managed o Transfsr the
crcoblems and now she
abeout forty vears

old tells her story with her husband. She married when she was
thirty eight years old and has a Bachelcr degree in Science. Her

husband is less educated than her - but he has a well vaved Jjob.

An interview by author, April 1999, Montreal, Concordia

September 1998, Montreal, Concordia

An interview by author,
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Because she married late and is afraid to loose her husband ar

0.
o
)

net remarry acgain; she had o accept her huskand's ignorancs,

stinginess, abuse and unjust orders. She said " mv husband kncws mv
- -

0
h
@)
A

loneliness, ne=sd money and fcr a family that 1s why he
suppressed me. He married me for two years and never a dav tha: he
slepz or joined me in bed. He gives me nc morey in my hand - he ouys
every thing himself and does not ask me what I think. He igrores me

when I talk o him - does not reply tc my questions or concerrs.

When we want To go out he leaves me benind at hcme if I zm laze even

I2r IZlve minutes. He does nct want me to Listen To MUSLC 2rguding

; - N - & haraa S =5 : R -
dCCuLT me T pecr.s saving thnet he hates me and then he divorced me

after the two years."” A Mcroccan Muslim lady lives in Canada wrko

&1

s twerntv =2ight years cld and a hcuss wifa complalirns about her

..

fQuspand whe does not helg her in her hcuse werk. She has =wo
children three years and one year cld. She has to take zars of the
cnilldren, ccck, clean the house, and dc her shopping while he dces
nothing. His behaviour is conneczed to the Arazb notion of men

minaticn and the understanding that house work is fzr wcmen anlvy.

).
]

Hoewever, 1t deserves mentioning here that Prophec Mchammed used =c
help his wives in their house work. As a resul: of her busyness in
fcuse werk, she lcost the chance to continue her education and work

cut-side the home to gain mone

<

(t]
o]

1 interview by author, August 1997, Montreazl, Concordia Oniversity,

An interview by author, April 1998, Montreal, Conccrdiz University,
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Another Mcroccan lady lives in Canada whc is twenty four vears

old and a house wife complains about her husband who is a Pos:t-
Doctoratse candidate. She said " my husband use to treat me like a
child pecause he is thirtesn years elder zhan me. He marriad me when
I was nineteen, I was young and I used to love him lot, he kncws

my attachment to him and use 1t against me. He dces nct duv me what
I want, even my clocthes, my family sends me. I asxed nim o lez me
go te schcol and he deses not want. He wants me to taks car2 only
about the children while he is deing his Posz-Dcc Research."® This
iady c<an not complairn co her family or to the governmen:z about his
authcrictative nature and stinginess. She is afrzid that

Selel oLz A2 gets angry ke
aducaticn <o derend upcn, zand nc other income. Sne must sompel
2o nim since she has nc other chclice

One of <ne most hidden women's abuse in Muslim sccisties is
the physical abtuse. In Sudan, a man's hit o his wifs is perceived

as completely shameful. That is

who speaks about her

ocdies.

official

women's physical

happen in Sudan and else where in

Muslim men beat

Even

abuse,

husband's

though there 1is no much

perscnal interviews proved

the Muslim worlid.

their wives in most Muslim sccieties. Basad c¢n

interviews with some Muslim women I will gquote some ¢f the reasons

why Muslim men beat their wives.

A Sudanese woman to.d me that her

3

Canaca.

An interview by authcr, December 1998, Montreal, Concordia University,
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husband beaten her because she asked him what were ne saying to his

mother. She could not tell her family that he beaten her she

e
wd e

.

told them it was a regular fight?.
An Egyptian woman tZcld me that her husband whe is vary famcus
ard respectacle man beaten her because she asked him abcout a weman

trhat called aim in the pncre.™

A Somal:iran woman teld me that ner huskand beatsn her becaus

{1}

she refused o Z¢in him in ped.*>
A Scmali Zather bezten his daughtsr Tc marry 2 man tha- sre
cdoes not like. The father thinks tha:t the daugnter dces not knocw ner

interest which he knows better than her.

ox
()
n
Al

As for a brother to peat his sister in Muslim werld is over

o~ - -} - P - - -} N o o - o P -
presented. Brcthers need no reascn t©e peat thelir sisters. A ora-hrer
car just asx the siszter o make him 3 cup of zoffse ans F Ris

worid are there but they are hidden. Fear of men makes women close

: An interview by author, May 1399, Montreal, Conccrdia Iniversizy,
T An inmtervisw by auther, March 1933, Montrezl, Concerdia Universizy,
' An interview by author, April 1399, Montrsal, Concordia Universizvy,

An Interview by author, May 1999, Mcntreal, Concordia Universicy,



thelir hearcts, eyes and mouths. The previous examplss shows that men
in Muslim sccieties use different tocls of pcwer CC sSuppress women

and humiliate them. According to Islam, women ars <o be rtresate

(8]

nicely, politely and decently. The Prophet Mohammed said that " the

best of you is the best to his wife ...." Men in Musiim wcrlid argue
that they are using threlr Islamic right of /men zre sucerisr to
Wemer: and They are treailng thelr women in the tes:t way they ses

pasic rights in Islam. EZven if women Xncw thair rights, ncw wculd

)~

tney be akle zc defend them. Women in Muslim world lack effsccive
power tc speak or act on thelir own. Morecver, Muslim sccia-ies

Strictly reject any complains against fathers, brothers or husbands.

II. Status of Women in Western Societies

Wemen a2re mest acused in Western socieziss =nan in JThers, as
tab.e F. pPtelcw shows. Mcst sccial viclenczs, negligsnce, and

nomes and by their cpartners. The reascn why so many womern "put up

with" abuse in the hcme is basically due =c their disparate status

in society and the certainty that thev have no feasible alternatives

avallable to them. Women are often caught in a brutal circle of
economic dependence, fear for their children's lives as well as
their own, repeated pregnancies, shame, unfamiliarity with cheir

rights before cthe law, lack of faith in themselves, and the
surrounded social pressures. Fear of harming a husband's carser and

apprehension about the attitude of the police alsc oprevent women

19



from repcrting crimes of domestic viclence. B recent British sctudy

revealed that even though 92% of abused women scught the deterncion

th

o their abusers, actual arrests appeared in cnly 24% of cthe

cases'?.

These factors practically put abused wcmen o a cE
recurrsnt misctreatment freom which they do ncz have the means --
€s5Zage. ALTRoUgn thare are pProiecilve Measuras T2 Drevent  sucor
malireatment and humilaction. Ynited States for examcle orovides
sugpcrt through nen governmental orgarnizations and zive shelzsrs and

Police assistance to victim womern. Whereas Austriz orovide anly
cclice zssistance and shelters which ares nct enough t©o grotect the
victims of sccial violence. Thls Sccial preiudice reinforces
demestic violence against women steciallv when they are usually
considered to be as just little more than their sccuses' orogerty,

Yictims' huskands presume that thls junicr rele 5f wemen gives them

»

s -~y -~ - - ! - " -~ -
She Imp.lcZilt rignt to akbuse them In order to "kesp them in cheir
M " - M - - -~ - — - - - - = = =
Cizce," the underlving nction being the cconcepzicon that wemen neaded

As for physical brutality and sexual abuse, thev are widely
spread in Western societies because they have been authorised for
centuries by the legal systems which give women no protection or

recourse. In their demands, Western women ask for more recogniticen,

icns, Women: Chzllenges Tc The Year 2900, {New York: UN
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(99}

equalizy, and respect of their scciety as the following gucztes

No Rare! No pcrnography! Both of these require that women zra
subordinate to men. 3oth are inZuries levelled against wcmen
by men. Both presume that women want to be hurc, i d
'takern', violated. Laws need to clamp down ol

perpetrators of these violenz acts.

REISTECT for women in all walks
and egqual cresatment, In
crofessions, in medicine, 3
age. Only early educazicn
achlieve this.
Z.R. Zardiis
True Hguallity with men, especizlly jeob ocperturnities; sgual
pay, egqual respect; an end to all the media hype zbou:
atiractive females being slim and delica=e; there zre 3 1ot of
1s big strong women, with muscles, even!
Sheila Cumbria™®
In 19th century Englzand and Nerth America, as well as much ofF

tne develcping world today, when 2z wife died or was permansntly

ificently light. As recentlv as 1934, Scectland Yard Commander

G.H. Hatherill bragged: "There are only about 20 murders a year in

21



London and many are not at all sericus - some are just hustands
killing their wives."" In Zfzct, in all cultures men heve had che
right to murder thelr wives orn suspicicn of adultery until very
recently. The same rules have not pesn apolied to male adultery from

istorical comparative point of wview .

fu
:

III. Comparative Perspective
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men, this study assumes that thers is 2 strong

link bezweer cultural/peiizical interprstation of Islamiz rules and

N M4 . - c=1 5 -~ v 7 em vy e b T e e " + -— -~ e e
subcrdinaticn oI Muslim women. Culturzal/ polizizal intarprezac-izcn
nerse relers t: the fact that Islamic 1aws nave nc ~ammorn definmisi-on

and interprecaticn. Different irterpreters of Islzamiz lLaws defira
and interpret Islamic rules according teo thelir culzural,/pclitiza

pacxground. In cther wcrds, Islam is understocd, interpre=zed and

cractised differently by different regicns of the Islamic scciezies,

many instances political interests. In thls sense, thev are in fact
fcrmuiating Islamic lews in a scecial manner so as t©o consistent
with the existing sccial framewecrk. Anvy interpratation zhat dces not

cenform to what 1s culturally acceptable will be controversial and

may well ke rejected by that social group.

N United Nations, Women: Challenge To The Year 20CC. (New York: UN

ukblications, 1991i), 70.

Ibid.
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Culcural/political interpretation of Islamic laws is a

[

significant mean by which women are distressed in their status as

men's counterpart. In addition, Women's illiteracy plavs crucial

By investigating the relationshipc between cultural/velitical
intarprezaticn, Muslim wcmen's lacx of education and the resd for
eZfective Muslim women's crganizations, this szudy will conzriburts

nutual understanding of the factors and barriers chat need <o

(ot
)
3

be remcved cr at least mcdified. A suggeszicrn for a ccmmen

Creation oI an effsctive organications that defend wemen's riamss
are scme oI the signifiicant mark-yvards in the rzad fcr weoner
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CHAPTER THREE

THEORETICAL ANALYSIS AND LITERATURE REVIEW

oI Faminism. The chapter is divided ints three main se~-isrs.
Sae~rian T Ails~ussas MidATa Taararn famimiam =hamver Samediam T~ Ao’
[ a Hdalds eS0T PAP SRS NI WP eSS A 4 PR SUD e S 004 e m F B e e e am e - - N

Feminism view; and che last section discusses the
relevant of the political Islamization of the socizal inszi-utions

in Muslim socie-ies.

)i
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“
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The nature of the most of 20th century Muslim scci
their particularly rapid and strong Islamizatiorn of women's
gosition, confirmed the cld zage theory of Is.am 3s the cause of

women's opprassion in Middle Eastern sccietny. It was ater all an

2'uran and the eariy Islamic communicy oI the zime oI the Prophe:s
115 successcr, which was veiling and demesticating women in che
Muslim sccieties. This conception inspirsed & wave of Ffeminisc
oppcsition to Islam currently and revived some ¢ the old arguments
against the position of Muslim wcmen. For example, the traditional
argument wihich asserts that women are subordinated by nature and/or

im

[

by God's will and design appeared in the writings of many Mus
writers. Abbas Mahmood al-Aggad, a famous twentieth-century Egvotian
writer, states in his bcok "The Wemen In The Qu'ran" tha: women are
subordinate by nature. According to him, women are inclined to
shyness and receptivity both by nature and because they obtain their

character ('orf) from men. This traditionalist argument may be
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traced back to al-Imam al-Ghazzali (1030-111), whose school of

thought dominated the Islamic establishment and put an end to

3
o1
o
[4/]

urther reinterpretation of the Qu'ran*. In a special chapter

th

manners of marriage in his famous book Ihva' 'uloum ad-deen (The
Revivification of the Religious Sciences), al-Ghazzali talks abcut

woman's limited mind (gqusour aglihinna’! and insis<s zn zhe righrt of

Tan Tz be followed and nct te pe a3 focllower cecause the Ju'ran
described mern as keing supericr ts weomen .

This <cradizicnalist vwview have continued o dominate

Islamic estaklishment which is evident in a
the Jcurnal of Islamic Thcught (Ma‘allat

published by Dar al-Ifta’ in Lebanon. The edizorial points out that

Islam preclaim equality between woman and man "where eguality was
possiple ... and prefersnce was admissible where squalizy was
mepossio-e, for God said, "men are superior to wemen,' made it ths
duzy of man tc struggle ... zand <c previde for decendents, and

relleved woman from such burdens on account oI her ghaysi
cotential, personal circumstances, and family resconsikbilities, ' .
In the same issue a different arcicle addresses the gques:tion of
inheritance and explains that Islam gave the male twice =he share
of cthe <female because it "relieved the womar from finarcial

respcnsibilities in the different states of her life. The father

- Halim 3arakacz, 33.
3 Sheikh Hassan Znhalid, "Al-mar'a fi'ur? al-Islam," !The wocman in
llat zl-fiker al-Islami 6, no.3 (May 1975):3.




will

\

},Majallat a’-fiker al-Islami &, no.5 (May 13

carries out this responsibility before her marriage, the huskand
after marriage, and the sons carry it cut in case the husband dies.
Consequently, the man is assigned twice the wcman's share, for it
is quite clear that five monetary notes without responsikbilities zare

mere valuable and lasting than ten mcnetary notes with immense

I. Middle Eastern Feminism Theory

’ = . . . . . -
The Zcngept CI patriarcthy 1s & central sre s The “nelry ot

unversal opgressicn of wemern by men. This thesry origirally
dpreared as part of the new wave of radical feminism in the la=s

1980s and 7Cs. Patriarchv as the source of women's sppression, has
transierred men into the arerna of personal relations and gave them
considerakle pclitical significance. This allowed categcrization cf
societies and cultures in terms of =-he degree of domirance <¢f

patriarchy which turned to be a pradominant method ofF analvsis. I-
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wa&s in thls contex: tha

catriarchel religicn was conduc=ad.
Fatima Mernissi, a Mcroccan Is_amic novelist &rgues zagainst

the patriarchal system in Muslim societies. To her, Islam does not
promote the thesis that women is inherently inferior. Contrary to
the popular belief, Islam maintains the pctential equality between
the sexes. The existing injustice, in her opinion, "is the ouctcome

of certain social institutions designed to restrict her ocwer
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Anmed Shalabi,
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egregation and legal subcrdination of the weman teo the man
in the family structure. The whole system is based on the hypcthesis

that woman is & pow Merrissi claims
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that politicians in Iran and Saudi Arabia are using Islamic laws as
ir. case of the hijab tc reach their own political erds. Politicians

intend tc prevent women's participation in political decisicn-making

process, to shut them up, and tTo make them invisible in order to

deminate in that sphere. Morscver, veiling wemen in Muslim coun-ries
Work as a poweriful counter-demeccracv cffense Velling aimcst 33% of
the gegulaticon 1s not a religion-insgired or spiritualicy-inclined
endeavcur as many belisve iz to ge’. Mernissi proceeds: " The wveil

Muslim community: tc make weomen disaprear, tc zliminace them fraom

e -
ctrmuna. .~1fe, to re.

(D

gate them to an easily controllacle terrain -
the hcme - to prevent them moving about, and o highlight their
illegal geositicn on male territory by means of a mask" .

Along the same lire, E. Saadawl! asserts that patriarchy °

i )

1
[o}

slamic societies allcwed wecmen =5 move arbout re

M

v oa

.

h

2xpcse thelr faces for all to see. In the present Islamic sociecies,
segregation and the veil are not meant to ensure the protection of

women, but essentially that of men. Men protection ¢f honour and

o

Fatima Msrnissi, Beyond the Veil: Msle-Female Dvnamics in 3z Modern
Muslim Sccistv (New York: Schenxkman Publishing Co., 19873), XV-XVI.
° Fatima Mernissi, Women's Rebellion & Islamic Memcrvy {(London: Zed
Sccks Letd., 1936), XI.

Ibid, 41-42.
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prestige is seen through women's segregation and seclusion. Arab
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woman 1s not impriscned in the home to s
and morals, but rather to xeep intact the hconcur and the mcrals of

men’. El Saadawi continues, Islamic fundamentalis:z groups are Trylng

to push women back to the vell, back home, back under the demiracicn
cZ their huscands. In the name o¢f ‘protection', "honour', “sacred

metherncod', women are degradesd and exglcited inside and ouzside th

th

ncre’.

Similarly, a study performed oy Allaghi and Alaman in the Gulf
region revezled that men's deminaticn and culzurzl valuss rather
than Islamic laws are kbenhind wemen's sucordination in all szciecies
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Sf the Gulf region. A

sccletliss fan ce seen in the architectural ccmpesition of zhe
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houses. Sgecial entrances and special sections of

maintained exclusively for wcmen. This social isclation has limized

¢]

Gulf wcmen to their remcte werld, which has its own zraditiens,

rituals, norms, and differs tctally from men's world. This sccial

segregation has various negative social and eccrnomic effects for

(a1}

women. Allaghi and Alaman continue, the cultural sizuation o
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ce 2f Eve [Lcndon: Zed Press,
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- oM e 3 T3 :
azdani, The Eidden

W

Mawal El1 Sazadawi, The Nawal E. Saadawi Reader (Londen: Zed 2ccks,

1837; 9s5.

1 Farida Allaghi and Aisha Almana, "Survey of Research on Womern n the
Arap Gulf Region," in Social Science Research and Women In The Arab World (Paris:
UNESCO, 1984), 29.
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women in the Gulf region has established certain sccial relaziors
and patterns of behaviour; maior amorg them is hijab (the veil). To
them, Allah (CGocd) never intended to specify what he means oy hijab;
10 verse has ever specified what medest loock is. The Sunnan,

newever, had said that a wecmarn can exoose only her face and nards.

Almana and others indicazed that hilab is = creduct of sccial life
rather than of the teaching of Isiam. Literal interpratacicns cf
Q'uranic verses and Islamic philoscphical and theclcocgiczal litsrature
nave scmetimes misread or read out of context stazemsncs relating

=0 the personal status of women in Islam and, more often, nailvely

Wixan, & Western Anthrcpolcgist, confirms that women :n Cman

serarated by physical and symkolic means, walls and veils; and they
occupy the status of minors all through their lives, in thaz, no
matter hew old, a woman must have a male guardian. With this

perception, wcmen are charged with full respons:ibility for housework

I

and child-rearing, duties that entail the potencialities of a

considerable measure cf influence, and even of pewer, in the 1:fs

of che family. They have no economic responsibilities, heowever, and

are entitled to be fed, housed, and clothed by their male guardian,

-- Ibid, 30.
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be he a father, husband, scn, brother, or more discant Xinsman

Unlike the others, Mernissi, El Saadawi, Aliagi and Alamar,

[=h

and Wixan, Kacem Amin (1863-1908), blamed secular cradir ons for

woman's seclusion and exclusiorn from sccial affairs. Amin sTates

i nations conqguered by Islam and did not disappear with Islam's
t2aching," are the ore tc rlame. Amin affirms tha- thoss secular

traditicns are strengthered by reac-ionary, secular oclitical
regimes through out the Muslim nazion's history. Therafors, to
change instictutions which compel wemen into seclusicn and icnorance
is net in any way an at:tack on or violaticn of Islam. Irn Xacem

Amin's argumentz, Islam beccmes ths mest likerating oI religizcns

Muslim law, pefcre any other legzl systanm, iegalized wcman's
equallity with men and z2s3serzed zhelr frsadecm and liberzy a:z
the Times when wcmen wars still in the most debased condition
in all the natlions ¢f the world. Islam granted her al. Aumarn
rights and recocgnized her lsgal capacity, egual <c that 2f men
ir all mazzers...

Amin defend his liberal argument in his two preminent books on
the subject of women emancipation, Tahrir al-mar'a (Liberaction of
Wemen), and Al-mara al-jadida {The Modern Woman). In his first bcok,
Amin bpased his defence of women's rights on religiocus texts and drew

upon medern ideas and views. In his second book, Amin based nis

ixan, Benhind the Yeil ip Arzkia: Women in Oman (Leondon: Jchns

‘7
ress, 1982), 57

oy .
unni

~
Eopkins Universicy 2

<

-3 Fatima Mernissi, 1975, XII.

30



arguments on the social sciences and he was influenced by the
liberal perceptions of individual freedom and freedom cf expression
and belief. He linked between the decline of woman to the decline
of society, and saw her oppression as one of several other forms of
oppressicn. In Eastern countries, he pointed out, "you will find
woman enslaved to man and man o the ruler. Man is ar oppresscr in

his home, cppressed as socon &s he lezaves it.""' As cragmatical

measures, Amin asked for removzl of the veil, granting women the
right <o divorce, opreclusisn of colygamy, diffesrenciaze the

conditicons under which a man might be zllowed :to proclaim divorce,
educazicn of women, and women's participation in scientific,

artistic, political, and sccial activities'. The reconcilia-or:

8

apoleogetic reformist approach ascrikes -he subservient pcsiticrn <of

icn of Islam rather than to Islam itselr.
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The Egyptian author Aminah al-Sa'id defsnd TIslam's vosition and

clarify In the following qucte hew Islam is being risinterprated and

[ 1}

Qrce

n

misunderstcod by reacticnary

Islam in 1its time, agppearad as a great sccial revolution in
the history of women's position, no:t only for us in the Arab
nations cut alsc for the whole wecrld. Just before the rise of
Zslam. Weman was scarcely a human being; she had ne rig: .
Islam restored to woman her total humanity, it freed her frecm
the domirnation of the male by giving her (a, che right to
education, (b) the right to buy and sell property and (c) the
right to hold a job and to go intoc business .. Islam did not
differentiate between men and women except in giving the woman
half the man's share of inheritance, in return for the fact
that the man was to be responsible for the woman's material

Albert Hourani, Arabic Thought in the Liberal Age: 1798-183¢ CxZcrd:

]
crd Universitcy Press, 1976), 168.
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needs. At the time this was a gain, but it is now considered
a curse. For with the decay of Arab civilization, reactionary
forces gained ascendancy, and these forces used inherirance as
an excuse to lower the entire status of wcmen to that of half
the man or even, in some cases, less than half'.

The concept of global capitalism and patriarchy are used in
this study to refer to male economic and social domination. While

refers to the male econcmic interescs and

(‘1

gicbal cari

and dcminacion. In this sense Savigh pcinzed cut that the spezific
aprroacn which has besn develcped in rela=ion t©o Muslim men
begins, as it has besn arqued, ne:c with Arap diffsrence, nor wizh
Islam, but with scocial and econcmic forces thac shape <hem' . Under
coth corcepts, the institutions of cthe law are formula-ed to
reirforce the rnorms of patriarchal rule as it protects caplzalism

4

einforces class, race and cultural biases. The history of the

1)
3
Q.
"

law as it relates to women regresents a c.ear patiern ¢f protecting
C.ass interests. Similar to Savigh's argument, Xeddie and Baron
States that instead of Isliam, glokal capitalism and gatriarchy, an
nderstanding cof the position of Middle Eastern women is row zeing

sought in both historical and ccntemporary social relations an

e Aminah Al-Sa'id, "The Arab Woman and the Challenge
Middie Zastern Musiim Women Sceak ed. Elizaketh WNarnock Ternea
Bezirgan (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1977), 376.

b Rosemary Sayigh, "Orientalism and Arab Women," in Arab 3Studies
Quarterly 3 (1881): 266.
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pclitical processes®®

To Mahdavi, the biological and prysical diffarerces are the
cne to blame for women subordination. Mahdavi asserts that Islam
when 1t overwhelmed the Middle East in the seventn century, was rot
just a new religious system but a pcwerZul sccial rewvoluticn zhat
completely altered the way of life of whole socieries, including

family life and the rcle of women. She continues, theoretically

the Islamic apprcach to women that in oractlle serve to limit their
role’, According o Mahdavi, =zhe Crimary 2sSsumpl’on 1S that men and

rights in the sccial svstam such as diveorce, marrlage, child custady
and inheritance”. The differences petween man and woman in their
psychoiogical and physical make-up is evident in the na-ure of
chilckearing and its association with weman bcdy. Nature has endowed
wemen with the power, patience, and capability tc enable them to

carry and take care of their cfifsprings. On the other hand, men are

o N

naturally found tc

ave larger brains than wcmen and thicker.

Prysiclogist proved that according to brain structure of both sexes,

e Nixki KXeddie and 3Beth Baron, Women in Middls Zastarn Hiscory:
hifting Boundaries in Sex and Gender (New Haven: fale University Press, 1991:.
13 Shireen Mahdavi, "The Positicn of Women in Shi'a Iran: Views of the

in Women and the Familyv in the Middle East: New Vcices of Change ed.

)]
L
izabeth Warnock Fernea (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1985) 258.

Ibid.
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men are showing superior intelligence and more mental growth. Based

cn This structure, men are qualified to perform certain tasks chac

women can't. These facts are bevyond any dcubts and scientifically

The noticn of nations building is one c¢f the determining
factors in shaping the pcsition of women in the 20th century Middle

East. 2t is argued that despite their differing political syszems,

[

Middle Eastern sccieties have had to grapple witz the oroklems ofF
e@staplishing medern natien states and forging new nacions of

citizenship, and that the degrze of formal emancicazion, women ara

acle to achieve, the modalities of their particicatzion in eccnomis

s5zZate puilding processes and ars raspsnsive e thelr
transformations' ",

As an example, the process of Islamizazion of Iran's An-:-
Western forelign policy, importance of radical fcreign cclicy for the
regime arose from its mobilizing value. The failure of the hardl:iner
leadership o deliver tangible economic prospericy and social
justice to its pecple led the regime te relv on mass mcbilisaticn
through political and ideclegical procaganda. The denunciation of

the West fcr the conspiracy against Islam and the poor continuously

.ur Rahmen, Rcle Of Muslim Woman In Sccisty (Lendon: Seeran

- Deniz Xandiyvoti, Women, Islam and State {London: MacMillan Press,
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in
Brill,

proved to be a poor mobilizing issue. The press and mass media,
Friday prayers and Mosques were all put at the service of
revolutionary Islamic propaganda, accusation of the West ard
internal enemies, and enforcement cof Islamic educaticn for cirizens.
Betn propaganda and Islamic education infiltrated scheols,

uriversitlies, prisons, offices and sctreets .

II. Western-Feminism Theory

Thls subsection inzends to review -he Western lizerazure ard

w

7iews regarding Muslim women. Regarding women, Westerners' studies

see Islam through two different agcrcaches: The first approach is
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with defensive posture and main:ca

J K = t P [ R T QAT Tatrr T SA% . . e P,
uncermina2s wcmen's £r.gncs Culwver (2927 %, LeVY .20z 7y and ~larnay
. Toars among ~he writers who SUgepcrtT Chnls acrrsacn Tne s=zond

of wemer and the inequality of the sexes which is prasvalenz in =zhe
siim world. Among the writers who suppcrs this agpproach ars

Becusguet (19€5)°"; Bullough (1973)°%; and Anderscn, (1970:°%,

R. Lewvy, "The Status of Wecmen in Islam," in The Sccial Strucrura =f
(New Yecrk: Camcridge University Press, 13963,
=® <. P. Charnay, "Sccial Relationshics and the Conditions af Wemen,"
IZslamic Culture and Sccio-econcmic Change (Leiden, The Netherlards: =.T.
1971

= G. H. Bousquet, L'Ethique Sexuelle de 1'Islam (Paris: Maison neuve

et Larcse, 1966).
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l) First approach: defenders of islam
Abdel Kadir, defender of the position of women in Islam argues
that while Q'uran and the Prcophet's original teachings may at the
present time seem to subjugate w~i.ren, an examinaticn of the style
o life prevalent during Mchammed's time indicates locse family

ties, predominant peolyganmy, easy divcrce and remarriage, and

particularly female infanticide and marriage by xidnagping, wers
highly unfavourable to women. In this respect, the Prophet's rulirngs
were in fact directed towards improving the moral quality of [ifes
for both men and women. Islamic inscituctions, Larticularly <f the

"Utopiarn Age of Islam", the seventh century, elavated the status of

women by banning female infanticide, limi=ing =—he number of womer

In general, women have been cruelly and mercilessly excloiced

ov different secular cultures during the course of hiszorv. For
examp.e, the Roman law gave the husband the right to X:ill his wife

if she was found to have poisoned somebody, serve wine, or adcpted

"Sex 1i1s Not Encugh: Wcmen in Isizm," in The
of Attitudes towards Women {(Urbana, Iillincis:

ass, 1973).

J. N.D. Anderson, "The Islami
Readings in Arab Middis Eastern i i
C.W. Churchill (The Hague, Mcuton/New York: Humanitiss Pre

4]

30 N e . - e M . o - N
- Soha Abdel-Kader, "A Survey of Trends in Sccial Sciences Research on

Wemen in the Arao Region, 1960-138Q" in Social Science Research and Wcmen in the
Arab World (Paris: UNESCO, 1984), 141.
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a@s her own child somebody else's child®. The Romans did not allow
women to exercise any civil or public rignts and they were

considered as personal property of their husbands, and could not

make a will or a contract®,

B.C. , women wers completslv secluded and trzated as infaricr
creatire to man. Moreover, Sarah Pomeroy stated -—harc: "vomen were

usually secluded so that zhey could nc: be seen Ey mern who were nc:

clese relatives. Women wers expected Lo confine themselves to -heir
quarters and to manage the hcusehold, care for small children ard

servants, and supervise the weaving and cocking. " Neverctheless,
Aristotle wWwrote that the purrose of marriage and ths furction of

wemern was to provide heirs. This Aristotelian thecry czoncectual:izes

Analogously, Plazs classifies women Z2gether with

children ard servants and states generally that in all the pursuits

(e

0Z mankind the female sex is inferior toc the male. In tha ayes o

the old Athenians, women were treated as broperty and they can even

w
—

Sheixh M. H. Kidwai of Gadia, 1.
== Ibid
33 . -

Leilz Ahmed, Wcmen &% Gender In Islam (New Haven: Yale Universizy
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H Aristotle, The Works of Aristotle ed. W.D. Recss, Vol. 10 (Cxfcrd:
Clarendon 2Press, 1968) 1.5.1254b.
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pe willed away. Aristotle said cthat the male "is by nature

[l

superior, arnd the female inferior; and che one rules and the other

is ruled." Ariscotle added that Man's raturs i1s the mecst rounded off
and complete. Womean is more compassionate but also "mors Jealous,
mere guerulous, more apt <o scold and strike... mare void cf shame

and self respect, more Tfalse of speech, mcrs deceptive."!

0

Aristotie lirked the rule of men over wemen to “he rule 2F the "scul
o~ - » v = P < H - - - - - - " YV mn P -~ - -
over <re pcdy, and of the mind as che ra-iana. elament cwver the

Particularly humiliating zo the szatus of Muslim wemen. Alzhcuch,
a.l the prcphets of the Old Testamen= (Abrananm, Zavid, arnd Scizmen:

had more than 2zne wife, and as such, Islam did ron zrezse =ris

et o . - - - - - - . - = - - — - -
cusicm. Indes=d, 1l was advccatad by the 2'uran as a resTrictizn ozn
Preva...ng custims, whlich granted a man tO marry mors charm four

wives.* Defenders cf Islam such as Saleh and Espositic affirm zha-

e A. Nazat, "Wemen in Islam," in Isliamic Literaturs, 7ol 14 {1383 : 3-

e Scha Abdel-Xader, 14Z.
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the contemporary low status of Muslim women dces nct reflect the

spirit of the Q'uran or hadiths. Rather, it is the resulz of “extra-

Islamic ceonditicns', misinterpretaction of Q'uranic iniunctions and

{

abuses of Islamic law. The influences of social cuszoms and
traditicns such as dcmesticaticn of women, for instance, resulzed
irn the acceptance of such social standards as the veiling and

sion of women's i

w
m
0
jmt
(9

Culver defend Islam arguing that in the true underscanding zang
authentic incterprezazion of rthe spiric of zhe (Q'urzn and hadiczhs
that the salvratizn 3L wemen I, Muslim countries liss. Thne fuzurs

Apbcdel Xadir defend Islam and argues that Western thlnking ha

n

status <f women

o
[}

cravented Western scholars Zrom understanding t©

in Islam. The rcle and status of Muslim women shculd nct be judged

4, No.2 (Summer 19

~

T Scha Abdel-Xadir, 142.
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that Muslim women should take Western women as an example't,

.

Abdel Xadir continues her defence to Islam saving that the

el

pcsition of all pecple in the Middle East, male or female, adulz or

child, rich or pocr. Women's position is alsc function of =he sccic-

eccnomic standards pravalent in ccuntries of thne reglicn. As the

starcdard of living rises, so tce may that of the whole cepulazion
including wemen'.

2) Second approach: critiques of islam

Critiss oI the status of wemen in Islam arcue thas in essence
the ('uran offers no real ethical ccdes or mera. values ragzrding
men-wemen  ralations. Tne  enoyment oI phvsizal pleasures,

particularly for men, is accepted and provided for. Wcmer, cn the

ether nand, are primarily sexual ob‘ects tc be procected from thelir

own Immcral qualities and tc be hidden behind veils and currains.

1

Mus.im marriage is based on the premise tha: sccial order can anly

be maintained if the woman's dangerous gotential for chacs 1is

[}

restored. Women are thus held as a piece o prcrperty, 1ot as a

person. A new sexual. order and new legislaticn are needed -c remcve

the limitations o women's potentiali®®

4 Ipid, 151.
s - 3 -+ -~
42 Icid, 142.

44

L.V. Bullough.
17 -
J. N.D. Anderson.
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The discrepancies bpetween Islamic ideals and the actual

situation of women in the Islamic sociercies gave creadence o Islamic

-
-l

-
oy

isms.

0

}ae

cr Or example, the enccouragement of the colygameous family

and male demiration was argued that it failed to grant women the

parcicularly so as the prevailing customs of the seclusicn and

velling c¢i women which are ccnsidered zs malcr obstacles. They ars
prevenzing wcmen from particlpating in the vitzl process of socio-

accused Icr <zheir WESTEernlzatlcon 3TIs8mpIs 0 wWemen Ln Mus.im
scClezies.,

III. Islamization of Political and Social Institutions

The

ié]

revicus discussicn has revezlsd tre factors pehind wcmen

Sstecrdiration In Muslim societies. This subsection ana.yzes these

facters and describes the practical use of Islam in Muslim world by

}o
O
o

the governing party. In additi the discussion will explains how
Islam 1is reconstructed to link petween Muslim identity, stace
poclicy, ard wemen subjugation. The leading argument that emerges is

that religicus ideoclogy and _eadership do more than legitimising

o BParvin Paidar, 17-18.
13

Scha Abedl-Kadir, 143.
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patriarchal practices; they olay a vital role in the construction

of "Muslim identity," proiected as a categorizable phenomenon with

(al}

specific doctrinal commitments ¢ verscnal law that characcerize

Mus_ims from others. This ccastruction and naming of commu

'3

1
W

identicy constitutes a specific iegal and pelizical obligation to

policies and pclicical clzass which censtantly reaffirm succcrt for

@]

cractices ard insticutions, for whem cemmunity identity smerges as
a3 cccde of principles. Frem women's perspective, =he difficulzy lies

in the contiruous emphasis on the unizy of community identizy,

=< q < ~ = = s 7 M - = = 3 - - - . —~- = . =
defired in terms of family ccdes which rescrain -he enunciacizsn of
JSNCer InTaresis witnhin the tarms cof refsrsnce sez ov a sce~ific
taenctity discourse; what ever rights They mighs have achiaved are

Muslim idenzity and the reconscruction -he Muslinm scclety ara
ccnducted under the name "Islamizaticn of zhe sccial and pclizical

ng

institutions." Wemen are not weak or opjects of oprressicn accord
Lo Is.am. But they are according ¢ the cultural deminatier and
tradizioral behaviour. Islamization of the social instituticns

include education, marriage, divorce, child custody, freedcm of

[a]

movement, and Friday prayer which are regulated by the domination

Hasan, Forging Identities: Gender, Communicies and the State in
r CO: Westview Press, 1994), 59.
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of male clergy interpretation to Islamic laws that incend to

Sccial state policy such as in Sudan, Iran, and Saudi Araria
is constructed against wecmen on spheres like marriage, education,
and health. For example, staze policy in Iran has focused on the

censtruction of marriage as the only legitimate site of sewual

campaign was waged on the virtuss of marriage and Islamiz

chysical education classes. Thers is total sexual Separaticn in
classes and all teachers are female, only Zor infrequent visiting

¢ professors who lecture and answer questions through closed

}-r

ma
circuit televisicn and telephone. Those who desire further educaction

{possibly abroad) find themselves poorly prepared unless have had

TC temporary marriages
ype of marriage dces not grant any inheritancs right
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orivaze tutcring at home, a privilege of a
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wemen stiil lag behind mern in <their literacy rates and
participation in education at all levels®,
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Analcgcusly, Islamisation of =

student asscclations play arn Imporzant rcole In kesping the prassurs
crn the staff and students of educaticonal instlzuzss. Second, the

instructers and administrators are czhraatened by the Ministry o

jol - - < - = ~ - . - A = < -
Educazicn with discharge if they did neot wear hifap. Many Iomala
sTtudents were ConTinucusly In Troukbls at schocl over their agresaring

understocd as a po:iitical action against the regime. The exctra
educational ctensions on female students somezimes acted as an
encouragement for them tTo give up education in favour of marriage.

A report of suicide by schoolgirls as a result of psychological

Debbie J. Gerner, "Roles in Transition: The Zvclving Positicn ¢f
WNomen in Arasp-Islamic Countries,” in Muslim Women &d. Freda Hussain !{London:
Crcom Helm Ltd., 1984), 78.
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pressures and numilation at school cver "un-Islamic behaviour" was

Iran has used the (Role Models Strategy) at the ravcluzicn

time. At the revclution, the religicu
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women and provided mcdels to mobilize cthem and to o
suprcort. Mobilizing models at the revclution were deemed necessary

nd for the best interest of the country to use. In tnis rescect

W)

Betrerlidge claims that at the revoluticn, Zainab (grand daughter of
Proprnet Mohammed) was used as a rsle model for inspiring nclicical
cppcsiticn among women. Women warse erccuraged 2 Imizazs ne-. In

nistory, Zalnad Was Dpest xnown for ner suprerting rols o ner
frecther (Imam Hussain at the Bat=_.a cf Karbalz (sevench cenTury..
After her prother's death, she came to the f-ors sgeaking out cpanly
and effsctively against his enemies. It was claimed that Zainap

divorced ner nusband in order to accomgeny her brother to Xarbala.
Setteridge centinues, an interprestation o such an exampls shcows how
an Iindependent women should be in their lives, sven if it mean-
discteying cr leaving their husband to accemplisk higher zims. But

pefore the revelution specific meodels wers used =5 vei. wemen znd

s daughter, Zainab's mcther, and
the ideal wife. Both Fatima and Zainab served to represent the Image
of how a woman would and should, become involved in revclutionary

activity when necessary and should at other times assume primary

w
in
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women's education is needed to make —hem understand the outlines of
the ccuntry's develcpi ng plans. Zgyprtian educaticn  systam

thecretzcally provides botn sexes wi=zh equel cpporzTunizy, but dces

Curriculum is stiil used for femalss, Tarticusarly at che lower
levels
In Egyct 3s in many cther Arak Stuntries, The rami.y code .S

wcmen are deprived of basic humen rights. Thev are ruled by -ne lzw
2 obedience which lowered zhem =0 zhe stase of "slaves" o thelr
nustands whc have comprenensive rignt to diveorce ard CColvgamy.
Theoretically, Islamic fundamentalists promote mctherhsod zo :the
level of heaven but in =zhe legal code ar Egyptian mother cannct give

ner nationalizy <o her children®

R
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fundamentalist groups ars preaching segregation, advocating

= Anne H. Bettaridges, "To Veil cr Net tc Veil: A Mat-er of fratest or
;U oin Wcre And Revoiutizsn In Iran =d. Guity Nashat {Sculider, 20.:
ew £ress, 1983) 118-220.

= Decktie J. Gerner, 78.
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exclusion of romantic stories and music from school books (romantic
stories here refer to classical love stories). They scream and

shriek verses of the Q'uran and prayers ail day and night inzs

microphcnes and lcoudspeaxers. They humiliate anviody whc crizicizes

cr €rs 1n opinicn with them and charge nim cr her c¢f heresy’
Differentiy, Muslim women in Indiaz suffer from state /non-
inzerference pclicy). With regard tc perscrnal laws, non-inzerfersnce

celicy nad lef:z Muslim community practising their own religious
codes and no at:tempt for charnge was initiatsd. In this regard Zova
Hasar argues that perscnal laws are only one form of discriminacion
which form a significant scurce of disadvantage for women.

Furthermore, legal equality is nct incensecquentizl. Wcmen's lack cof

rights in law is a determining Zfacior in maintaining zheir
succrdirnation o men and

irdependence have remained virtually unchangsd. The government has
macde rno attempt IO refcrm Muslim perscrnal law; in fact it has

o the Muslim minority community in this regard®™.

lthough the above paragraphs discussed the notion of
"politics of Islam" in nation-building through gender role, =this
paragraph examines the social behaviour of a nation through

misunderstanding te Islamic principles and culture. In chis

paragraph modern Sudan is used as the model. In Sudan as in many

=)

Zoya Hasan, €0Q.
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other countries of Africa, women suffer severe traditional Islamic

(B}

culture that of circumcision (removal of a sensory organs of a
woman's genitals as a mean of removing her sexuality while retaining
her productive functions). Figures for females that undergone this

surgery range from 8C miliion to 9C millicn in Africa alcne.

Conceivably 4 million tec 3 million girls, usually Zwo to seventsen

pvainful urinaticn, intercourse, and ¢childbirzh, or chrcnic
infecticrs ard permanent scarring. The common wisdem ¢f tradizioral

v hl

Africans have recognized the clitoris and the extarnal genir

-t
fu

wn
A7)
n

the target crgans of female sexual gratification and by remcving
them they have succeeded in greatly hindering women's ability to

achieve that gratificazicn but net in reducing her sexuz! desirs.

command exists in the scriptures.

Teoupia 1s a famous Sudanese doctor who argues tha: in a
patrilineal, patrilocal, patriarchal, polygenic extended family
system of the Sudan, women are the tools for gaining social honour.
Yet they practice honour only through their men, families, or
tribes. There is no room for them to exercise social rites outside

of those set by the system. Women's sexuality and sensuality and
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prestige

of losing contrcl over them

women® . A wcman who is not

and may noc

marry because no

inity and opurity,

directly exchangeavle commodity Zfor

is not

are a source of moral ard

They are an indirect economic invesIment

financial gain and the risk

truly in the hands of =the

circumcised will face social refecticn

virginity i1s guestionable™. Un-circumcised weman Ls sesn in a
oCcsition ©o practise prostituticon but 1f she 1s clrcumcised she will
net ce aple T do sO because the future nusband will ke zblile To test
her wvirginicy ancd Thence dishonour her family. Practising
circumcision has often been described as nhaving the strength cf a
religicus pelief. There is mispercertion that Islam dces not openly

It was clearly nct difficul: fcr the bpenefactors of the corde

adcpt the rew ideclogy and use

conTraa

oor

te

Wwant ¢ awvcid being victimized

and since they do not pCsSsess

pcwer to defend this sexualizy,

the

they suppress ic.-

nave oprovided the idezl

an ongoing process oI increasing sukjugation of wcome:n.

v -~
r Tz
n thelr favcur withous fazing a
inues t©o arzues that wWcmen Tay

tne existing of thalr sexuallzy,

2conomic, polizical, and sccial

== Nehid Toubiz, Wemen of the Arab Weor.d: The Ceming Challencge (condon:
Zed Books Ltd., 1988), 151.

ol Hanny Lightifocot-Klein, Priscners of Ritual: An Odvyssev Intc Female
Genital Circumcision in Africa (New York: The Hawcrth Press, 1989, 133

22 Nahid Toukia, 150-1.

66

Ibid, 15Z.
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In defending Islam's positicn in this regard, £l Szadaw: zard

Ged dees not create the organs of the body haphazardly. I- is
not pessible that he should have created the clitoris in
woman's bcdy only in order that it be cut off in an early
stage in life. This is a contradicticn into which neither
religion nor the creator could possibly be invelved. If Gead
has created the clitoris as a sexually sensitive organ,
scle function seems to be the procurement of sexua. pleasure
o the woman, it follcws that he also considers su
for women as normal and legitimate and therefcre as an
integral part for mental and physical health. The ohysical and
mental nealcth of wecmen cannc: te complete 17 they do nect
experience sexual pleasure’ .

W

islam hclds the human speciss in honour, and zzcordingly auman
beings should net suffer any harm, pnysical or menral. Islamic
law and traditions preserve the wheleness of <he indivigdual,
prscecting him or her from everything =hat causes hurs, and
female circumcision is nothing but a rakiz, a bad zne, tha-
sheuld pe fought .... We must therefore fignt against this
custom, wnich is neither religious duty nor even & racommended
craczice™,

female circumcision as a mean ¢f integratisn to the exiscing
social system creates severe sexual frustrazion, fear of sexual
desire, and a humiliating sense of shame and guilt <for its
eéxisterce. It is also z mean by which wcmen experience se_f-derizl,
lack of confident, and a fatalistic attitude many women nhave toward
themselves. Many wcmen believe that female circumcision was meant

to provide the husband with great sexual pleasure and infinite

suffering to the wife. The problem is that in Sudan the social

Hanny Lightfoot-Klein, 169.

[*1)
a

Ibid.
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tradizions dominate specially wher mixed with religious pelie?. 0ld

- did nec:

[(}]

wemen cf the society believe that Mohammed the Proph
prohibit this practice, so to them it is permitted. But at the same
time they do not realize that the Prophet did not clearly state it
as an Islamic rule and so it should not pe practised. Lack of
medical education amcng Sudanese women adds to the existing problem.

There is a need for an organized educated group to work with the

communizy and provide i1t with the necessary informaticn

—
(o]
(2]
[\1)
[

Tc sum up, the occurrence of wemen's inferiority in Muslim

te specific understanding and situations in every Muslim region by
diffarent social and politiczl groups. While seczion I: of this

cnapter discusses the Middle Eastern theory, section (II) discusses

the Western-reminism theory. There are two mainr arguments here: 1)

Cefenders of Islam, who pbelieve that comparably to the gosition of

wemen prior tce Islam, wemen's pcsition has

at tnac tire.

n

improved by Islam's teaching
Islam, who argue that Isiam dces nct offer a real echical code or
mcral values regarding men-wcmen relaticns. They also argue that
wemen in Muslim sociectiles are treated as sexual oblects with regards
to polygamy and have nc actual social or economic pesicion.
Section (III) of the <chapter discusses how Islam :is
politicized by Muslim countries and how such pclitization affected

women's position. Countries lixe Iran, Saudi Arabia, Sudan and Egvpt

use different tools under the name of Islam to keep women in a
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degraded position intentionally. Examples of such tools are the laws

regarding women's education, marriage, divorce, child custady, and

.

health issue {(such as circumcisicn in Sudan).

According to the ctradictionalist school mastered by Imam
Algnazali, there are two main points supported by the school's
Islamic interpretation regarding women's subordinatzion. Firsc,
women's limiced mind and seccnd, the superiority ¢f men apove womer.

Islamic versizcns, th

=
0]

hile Imam Alghazali has built his argument on

(8
{7}

nterpretaticn to the same versicns varies from cne person to

and from one culture tO ancther. For example, men's

1]
o
(8]
of
1]
[

sSugerloricy 1s net valid all cthe time. I is condizicned wizh men's
pcessessicons, nhealth, education, and religious urnderszanding and
oelief.

With regards tc the role 0of Gpgatriarchy in women's
subcrdiraticn, Fatima Mernissi argues that from a pelizical opcin:

of view, wcmen's subordination is maintained ard supgorted ky Muslim
social structure which favcurs men over women and make men dominate.
Similarly, Nawal Elsa'adawi argues that wcmen's degradaticn by mean
of veiling and segregation are intend o protect men's world rather
than tha:z of women.

Allaghi and Alaman support the idea that cultural values and
men's demination have isolated women socially in Gulf States. The
establishment of social isolaticn of women have increased their

economic and political backwardness in Gulf States.
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Wikan who studied Omani women, supporzed Allaghi and Alaman in
their views. She claims that women in Oman are totally segregatad
by patriarchal traditions and social structure which have resulced
in total economic dependence of women on mer.

Apart ZIrom patriarchal arguments, Kacem Amin argues chas
secular craditions inherited by Islam's cpenings in early Islam
days are resgonsible of wcmen's sukordinacion. Fighting ¢f zhese

tion, <freedom, and cocolicical

f»

i2icns <chrcugh weomen's educ

participaticn are the sclutions according to Xacem Amin's liperal

Cn the other hand, Amina Al Sai'd argues for a corciliaczory

approacn. She says that women's degradation is based on

Islarm and distinguish between the events asscciatad with women's
rights at that time and a:t present.

Sayigh and others blame global capita’ism which in chis study

"
(]
Fh

ers te "men's eccnomic domination" for wcmen's sukcordiraticr.

igh argues that the interrelated social and economic forces thart

wn

(1)
<
\Q

shape Muslim societies are the one to blame for women's backwardness
in these sccieties and not Islam.

Mahdavi claims that physical differences and brain structurs
of both sexes are beyend men's superiority. Nature has endowed each
sex with certain capabilities to perform certain jobs. Accordingly,
by nature women have got less fortune in physical building and brain

Structure and that is why men deominate them.
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Cther argument regarding reasons for women's subcrdinaticn in
Muslim societies is the argument of nation building. It is argued
that some Muslim countries such as Iran uses Islam to mcobilize its

citizens against the West and limited women's political and social

role accordingly. Iran interpreted Islam's rules in its own view to

sugpoert its Anti-Western propaganda for wcmen's veilling,
domeszicaticn, and limized wemen's political and seclal
par-icication acccrdingly.

A fiInal point that chapter III raises is that despite the

L

interrelated factors and forces pehind Muslim women subordinaticon,
there are goecd soluticns tc pe looked at. The study signifies
women's education and an establishment of a strong sccial arnd

pclitical women organization ameng other solutions.
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CHAPTER FOUR

ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION OF DATA

I. GENERAL ISSUES

The previous discussion has brougnht into mind cthe dirsct
J¢ g

factors behind Muslim women's subordinazion. These factars =manats

from differasnt concertual underscanding zo the role cf wemen, L.e
=rzdizizralis- view, patriarchy, secularism, zand gloca. cacita.lsm,
Muslim women are victims of Islamiz laws' interpretsd by chese
differenz greoups regarding their rights. Continucus demands to

improve wemen's sizuation are taxking place almest everywhere In
Mus_.im ceountries. But before any improvement can be seen, there ares
specific prerequisite measures must be taxen. Wemen's educaticn and
the estaplishmenz of a strong women's social and policical
organization are the most imporzant ones.

The apilizv oI women to participate In mcdern =aIoncmic,

cal, and scocial formations remains cenditicnal upon thelr

b

C

'

tc obtain the skills needed for <this participaticn.

ot
v

b e
[N

ci

1

Traditionally, women did and could participate in economic
activities without necessarily requiring sophisticated mcdern

skills; it is increasingly evident hcwever, that for entry into the

current jcob market the necessary training and skills required need
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social crganization and educationt.

Education 1is considered the mest important strategy fcr
women's liberation as well as their integration into the naticnal
érocesses. At home, <traditicnally the mother has been the
transmicter of Isilamic values and political culture to the childg.
In society, this role is played by the school. The woman, as the
link petween ramily and nation, has to participate in bezh

processes: as a mother for the child and as a teacher for tre

student”. The role plaved by women in linkirng cthe heme and tre
schcool s declared in the many Muslim sccisties such as Irar. -ran

see teachers as thne guardian of millions of future mothers of the
Islamic society that they are ctrying to build. These mozhers n~ave
& great responsipility towards the country in submitzing the Islamic
ideslogy to the future generations.

The strategy of education is important pecause the qualizy of
education these teachers and mecthers obtain depends entirsly upon
the curriculum they received when thev were childrsn. Women need =o
recelve non-prejudiced (gender-neutral) religicus sducation as well
&s an academic cne. Any educaticn that Is duilt upcn specific
misunderstanding o religious facts will definitelv affect the
status of women in that scciety.

The other strategy is strong social and political organizaticn

to support Muslim women's rights and to call for changes in the

t Shahida Lateef, Muslim Women in India: Political & Private

Realities: 1890-1980 (London: Zed Bocks, 1990), 152.

- Parvin Paider, 312.
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existing systems. Due to the complexity of the issues involved in

interpreting and practising Islam by various sesccs (i.=. Sunni,
Shiy'a, Sofi, etc..) neutrzl Muslim women organization is needed.

Perviously structured organizations lack the effective means to

achieve its intended goals. Women organizations weres built to dsfand

wcmen's rights and tc create new ernvironment for discussions,

-
8]

p

cvations and to be a forum to exchange ideas. Unforturately, the

we

i

kX structure of these organizations as well as zheir eccnomic

dependency had contributed zo their quick dissclution. New measurss

in

aculd pe ctaken as well as new platforms ctha:s emprhasize che
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II. DATA ANALYSIS

Iy

According to the United Naticns Educational, Scientific and

Cualtural Crganization (UNESCC), in 13590, 26.%% of the adu.c-
populaticn of the werld (948.1 million) were uneducazed. Of thart

numoer, 3446.5 million were males (19.4%), wnile 601.6 million
were females (33.86%). The numbers were even greater in developing
countries, where the illiteracy rate for women stood at 45

percent’. The distribution of women illiteracy in differenz

3

United Nations, Women: Challenges To The Year 2000 (New York:
UN Publications, 1991), 28.
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regions of the world is shown in figure # 1 below.

For these women, illiteracy complicates their other croblems

()}

urther, because it contributes to their marginalizaticn within
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powerlessness, lacking the means to break cut of their crisis of
illiceracy.
There is a direct correlation between literacy, health,

ecoremic and political power and exercise ¢f infsrmed cheice,

especizlly for women, which cannct ze emphasized enough.

and health oI her family. For example, it has been found that
wemen Wwith seven years or more of education tend to marry on
average Iour years later and have 2.2 fewer children

ically than women with no schooling'.

rt

statis
Zducation has a critical role in child survival and birth
contrcl. In Ghana, illiterate women are twice as likely to lose
children as mothers with primary schooling and feour times as
likely as mcthers with secondary educaticn. In Indoresia, mothers

who lack any type of education are two times more 1ikely to lcse

! Ibid.
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children under five than mothers with some education®.

Similarly, women with more than seven vears of education in
ccuntries as different as Xenva, Bangladesh, Pecrtugal, and Mexice
were found to be four times as likely tc use contracecticn than

those without schocling®. Table #1 below further shows the

4

prejudice, make control of their lives and presume & s-atus

1)
(S8

ldentity peycnd child bearing, therecy allowing them zo
participate mcre fully in the public life of their society. It
opens up wider horizons, creates new oprortunities and, most

importantly, empcwers women with chcice. And last puz nct leas-,

education Is the single mcst IMECrIiant Weapon =0 &ncoUnter Sexua.
st2reotyping and discriminatory attizudes towards women.

: Ibid.

° Debbie Taylor, Woman: A World Report (New York: Oxford

University Press, 1985), 79.
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TABLE 1
EDUCATION, CONTRACEPTION AND INFANT MORTALITY
"SELECTED COUNTRIES"

Contraception Infant

Mortality

(¥ of married women (% of babies
dying

using efficient in first
years

contraception) of life)
Years of Education 0 1-3 4-6 7+ 0 1-3 4-67+
Kenya 2 3 3 11 10 El 5 7
Egvpt 16 24 30 48 18 14 13 8
Irdcnesia 20 2¢ 28 3z 10 11 g8 5
Bargladesh 4 6 7 20 14 i3 il1z
Portugal 13 21 36 52 ) 4 4 32
Cclombia 14 24 38 ¢ 9 3 S 4
Mexico 8 17 jegs) 46 9 2 75
Scurce: Dekbkie Taylor, Woman: 3 Werld Recort (New 7ork: Oxford
University Press, 1983y, 8¢.

Unfortunately, women in Islamic sccieties lack the power,
courage, and resources to defend themselves and to stand against
men to demand their full rights of equality and acknowledgmen-z.
The basic factor that contributes tc this deficiency cf power and
resources is education and its ultimate consequence of economic
independence. Lack of education or its limitation confines
emplovment opportunities for women, infirm their self-esteem, and

adds to their dependency. Women lag behind men in primary,
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secondary, and post-secondary education in most of Muslim
cocuntries. In Egypt in 1990, for instance, there ware 7§ females
for every 100 males in secondary education. In Tunisia, this
figure is 77; and in Morocco, it was 63. These irequalities can
alsc be seen in primary education: 8C girls for every 100 boys in
Egypt, 87 in Syria, and 66 in Mcrocce. In Saudi Arabia, tre
figure was 84. It should be pointed cut that all these Zigures
show significant improvement on what had been =he case twer-y
vears agc . Ncnetheless, the differances be-ween ma.s and femala

endance are remarkekle. In additicn, wemern suffer

n
0O
fay
O
O
|~
o
ct
1

asymmetric Illiceracy. The adul:t illizeracy rate for females in
1980 in Xuwait was 33% and 51% in Iraq and Libva. In Scmalia, it
was 8¢63%°. Addicionally, the following tables (42 and #3)
iilustrate this inconsistency cof education in -wo African Muslim
For further detalls on wemen's educatiornal sta-us in

cther countries, please refer to the appendix.

World Bank, World Development Report (Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 1993), 300-1.

; Ibid, 304.
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TABLE 2

ACCESS TO EDUCATION FOR MALIAN GIRLS

Primary Secondary T

Technical

School School Training Inst. Train. Inst
% of Girls % of Girls % of Girls $ of Girls in

in school in school in T.T.I. in T.T.I.
1965/ 87 1965/ 87 13885 1985

le / 17 2 /4 i3 12.12

Scurce: World Bank, World Cevelopment Reporz 1990 (New York:
Oxford University Press, 1990), 234.
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TABLE 3

PRIMARY EDUCATION BY SEX (PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS)

Regions 1970 1980 1986
Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls
Dakar 54 44 55 45 54 4¢
Ziguincher 73 27 g3 3: oL 39
Diourbel 67 33 64 3¢ 85 35
St. Leuis &3 37 61 39 61 39
Tameacounda &9 31 6% 34 55 34
Xaolack &2 33 62 38 51 3G
Lougea - - 54 34 €7 2z
Facick - - - - el 39
Kcld - - - - 7L z23
Senegal 62 38 <J 4C 20 40

Soudrce: 3arbara Cellaway & Lucy Creevey, The Heritage of Is am:
Nomen,Religion, & Pclitics in West Africa (Bculder,Co:
Lynne Rlenner Pupblishers, Inc, -994),7%.

The apparent decline of female enrclment in schcols is

associlated with other furdamental factors chat directly

M
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ceontrifute to thelr lag of education. Thes ac

. Soclal, and escornomical in na-ur
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oint 0of view and as stated pefore, women in Iran

'O

were prchibited from studying certain disciplines such as
engineering, technical and experimental sciences?. As well,
restrictions were imposed on women's admission to most medical,

environmental, and human sciences by defining a maximum number of

3 Parvin Paider, 319.
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3 -

places for women, which fluctuated between 20 to 30 percenct:.
The social factors are the most important since they ars
linked with the economic ones. Social norms affects area of

specialization when women mostly choose their majors and

-

concentrate the forts. These areas of specializaticn, as

[

r e

}—

shewn in table #4, below determine for women their sex role,
income, social contribution and add tc their phvsical
segregation. Women do not freely chocse these majors but they

were forced scme-how through, for example, admission reguireme

or state policy as in case of Iran tc adhere to such areas.

TABLE 4

BACHELOR DEGREE BY MAJOR,
SEX, AND RACE/ETHNICITY, 1987

Degree Area Male Female
Business/Management 46.1 39.0
Computer/Information 51.7 24.7
Technician

Education 20.7 89.1
Engineering 6.2 11.5
Foreign Language 22.4 60.2
Health Professions 6.4 75.3
Home Economics 6.1 81.4
Letters & Fine Arts 31.1 59.1
atnematics 44.7 39.3
Physical Science 62.3 23.2
Psychology 28.9 58.5
Social Science 48.3 38.6

Source: Adopted from Jane C. Ollenburger and Helen A. Moocre, A
Sociology of Women: The Intersection of Patriarchy,
Capitalism, and Colonization (New Jersey: Prentice Hall,

e Ibid.
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ITI. DISCUSSION

Table #4 above shows the areas in which women and mer receive

/

th

represented in engineering, ccmputer/informatzicn zashnologiss and

e physical sciences which are male domina-ed. Cliver Ful-en

commerted In this sex segregaticn as the "uneven distribution of =r=

L]}

sexes within academia," identifying the semi-proiessions as areas

cZ high female concentration: Social werk, nursing, home eccnemics,
tibrary studies, and educaticn. He identified ar intermediate group

cI subjects such as fine arts and humanities - in which wemen have

nad a legitimate interest *'. These academic speciaiities

8]
o
)
1
O
3
v
31
s

have the profcund properzion of wemen as well as the Lowsss sta-us
in the university community”. Thus, women are least likely abcus
€%} =o be in cthe physical sciences, medicine, and law and

participate insignificantly in enginesering. The author concludes

that due to social and gender discrimination, women spend thel

ty

intellectual lives physically and intellectuelly isclated from zhe
ccre of the campus.

A second major social norm that affects women's education in
Muslim world in particular and in developing world in general, is

the notion of "favouring the son over che daughter”". In order to

11

Q. Fulton and M. Trow, "Students and teachers," in Teachers and
Students ed. M. Trow (Mew York: McGraw Hiill, 197%;, 28.

== Ibid.
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Sress,

understand why parents continue to favour their sons over their

daughters when it comes to choosing whom to educate
education as an investment. And it is an investment of time as wall
Many states in the develoring world

as money for many parents.

(including Muslim world), charge schoocl fees, insist thact szudents

wear a standard uniform, and request parents cto pay the ccst of
thelr children's becks and staticnery. In addizien, parents have t-
transcort or pay Io2r thelr children's transpcrt o and fram -re
schocl every day. Irn this sense, the croice of whether to send a
child to scheel is influenced by zwo major concerns: the amounz of
werk the child could be doing to help suppor:t the family while she
or ne 1is s:till of schocl age; and the charce of the educaticn
~nvestment paying ofIf in the future in the shape of a good, welyl-
paid job that will help the family wher the child leaves schocl-t,
Accerdingly, girls in developing world are more likely =z help
Suppcrt thelr famiiles at schecl age. Litzle girls tend to have mors
rescensibility than their brothers mainly because mothers zre more
Cverburdened than fathers and because, in most culzures, it is more
aperopriate for a daughter to help her mother than a sorn. It is ir

this cultural and traditicnal values where women tend to loose their

basic rights of education and scarify their future employment
opportunity for the sake of the man be he the father, brother or

son. In this sense, women are evaluated socially and economically,

- Debbie Taylor, Woman: A World Recort (New York: Ox‘ford Jnivers

1885), 71.
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and pcor, they have lost either way due to their dominar:t culture

and sccial values.

h

A third social constrzint that interfere with continuaticn of

r

t

v

weman's education in Muslim worid is the netion of me=-herhood and
marriage responsibilities. Continuation of a seccndary ard
university education for z woman has meant a de facro delay in
marriage. A woman who reaches her thirties withou- marriage Is
ected and under-locxed at by her family, friends and
frustration, hegelsessness, and sorrow to thase whe ars cver -hirzy
vears old. Wrnen I reached my 20:zh vears, a.l mv school friends were

T

fu

rried and I was the only ona who dida't az tha- rtime. My mcther
used To werry about such z delay to the exterd that she had gcre to

{shiekh! a Muslim Imam, =c read me some Q'uranic verses. Sre

[y

kelieved that I may had experienced scme devil eve that delayved my
marriage to that age. I married at the age of 22 co satisfy my

mether, Zamily, and to secure my sccial positicn as & marrisd wcmarn.

Later resumed my educaticnal career to compiete 2 university
degree as well as a graduate one. I give this persona. example to
illustrats how one of us in Muslim and traditicna. sccieties faces

such social pressures to acccmplish what these societies preserve
important, i.e. marriage & motherhood. There are nc pressure gut in
education since it 1is not considered as an urgent or of any
importance to women.

On the other hand, there are various economic restraints thacz

affect women's accessibility to education in Muslim world.
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Accessirility here refers to the fact that not all successful high
school graduates are admicted to universities. This admission
restriction is based upon economic and political facts. Due =o the
small size universities, limitation of rescurces; i.s. bocks,

essionals teaching staff, the admissicn pclicy,

1y
t

computers, and pre
as in Sudan, is sctructured. As a state pclicy, acrlications c¢f
preceding vyears students are not autcmatically considered.
high schoecl students face high comcerition with new ones cecause ths
percentage accepted changes every academic vear in cer-ain majors.
In addition, the government in the Sudan forces new and graduactss

students to perform obligatory civilian or militarily service pefore

thelr diplomas are granted. This state policy of cbligatory service

apply IO & university. Anv one who did not complete hls cpligactcory
service and octain his/her discharge cer-ificaze can nort acrely or
e accepted in a university neither can travel outside the ccountry.
(Certain class c¢f students in the society get exempted or obtained
their discharge certificates through personal contacts). This last
requirement has deeply affected women in Sudan. Culturally, it is
not appropriate for women to serve in military missions or to travel
far distances alone to perfcrm goveramental duties. Most parents
reject the idea that their daughters engage in obligatory services
and porefer to let them discontinue their education instead. The day

or night schedule of most offered program is alsc hinders women's
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accessibility to education. It deserves menticning hers that the
schedule of the program in Muslim and developing world is very much
affected by the economic situation of the country. For example,

cific day cr night time and

o]

[

electricity in Sudan is supplied sp

not all day long. The government justifies such shortage of surply

s a measure o reduce energy consumption and te ce akle ts praovide

as many .ocations as pcssiple with electricity. Accerdingly, mos:
cIisred crograms are scrnedulsd and they may well no= olease various
housewives due To time conflicts with zheir QwWn nocme

respeonsibilicies.

Due to econcmic pressures, rost lecturers and administrators
in develcping world chocse tc work less nours and hcld arother jeb
so that they can be able ¢ meet their financial needs. Work

conditions and state poliicies have also made gocd numcer of

lecturers as in Sudan, Egyot and Mcrccco, migrats to develcped werld

in c¢rder o obtain better work cecnditions ard hav higher oav.
3esides, =2concmic difficulties has made materials such zs co mputers,
cocxs and references thoroughly insufficienz. Accordingly, it has

been argued that it is ecconecmically reascnable to teach as many
students as possible at one time. Making it difficult to schedule
& program or a course twice a day or a week. Hence, married as well
as single women, are the most affected by such economic limitations.
To cite my personal experience, if I have not been into Canada at

a certain time of my life, I would have not been able to continue

my education as a married wcman with four children in Sudan.
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140.

Thus, the challenge corfronting Muslim wcmen becomes immense.
Women need to be educated religiously and academically to disclase
the facts of all religicusly defined proklems, sectarianly based and
which rest upon superificialities that reduce Islam's mulzifaceted

_. mestly upor the

[

nature to mere imposition of penalties that fa

educated specifically abcut their religious rights to defend them
and to demcnstrate that the particular Islamic Shariva whizh

interpretations of Islam and cther chilosogphizs that smphasize the
inevizabllicy of fate. It is women who must demcnstrate that chers
exist philescphises and incerpretations mors scphisticated, *uszly,
and humane.

Islam emphasised and encouraged rather than prehibited women's
education. The Islamic history recorded scund educated women as a

mean tc encourage others to follow the same line. An examp.2 of a
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al-Zubair whe testifies to her place in learning:

I did not see a greater schclar than 'Aisha in the learning of
trhe Q'uran, obligatory duties, lawful and unlawful maczters,
poetry and literature, Arab history and genealogy-'.

In addition, Sayyida Nafisa who is a descendant of 'Ali, the
fourth Caliph, was also known as a great scholar in teaching Islamic

laws. Imam al-Shafi'i, founder of the Shafi'i school of Islamic law,

Abdur Raman I. Dci, Women In Islam {(Londeon: Ta~Hz Publishers, 1889},
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was crne of her prominent students and sat in her circle in al-Fustat
when he was at the peak of his eminernce®. 3ased on these exanmples,

& Muslim weman must study religicn, and translate it with her own

tc ctheir historical and social contexts and develco a highly
critical cutzlook in which ractionality gets the better of tradicior

and emulation, and the doctrine of utilicy rspglaces & ktlind

aanerence to the literalness sf the taxt. Certalin scholars ang
legalists ¢f the Islamic faith have deliberazed zhat in zcasss whers
Trne text 1s 1n conilict wizth the puklic intersst, zhe latter musre

take pricrity over the fcrmer. For religicns must develco and cnancge

2s sccieties devalop.

Aisha Lemu and fatima Hareen, Women In Islam {Leicester: The
Islamic foundations, 1978), 16.

72



CHAPTER FIVE

WOMEN ORGANIZATIONS: HISTORY AND FUTURE

This chavter discusses and evaluates the progress cf women's

organized movements in Muslim wcrld as well as in Wes-srn werld.
The majcr aim cf the Icllowing paragraphs 15 to Jdemonstrate now muca

did womer accomplished thrsugh an orgarnized group activiziss locallv
and iInternationally and how imporzant and effective are cthese
organizaticns for women's future progress.

The first women mcvement in Muslim werld ozcurrsd in Turkesy

during COttcman EZmpire Eraz "around 130Gs"™ in an atcames s mcderniz
Turkey. Lella Ahmed wrote: "In the last decades of nineteenth ard

early wwentleth century the emancipation of wemen and women's
sducation became issues tha:t were much discussed and writcen akourt,
parzicularly by the young Turks and their reformist ard nationalis-

sympathiser"”. She continues, in 1835 "Turkish Women's Heekly" began

0 pe pukblished emphasizing the need for women education. The

n

izeracy and

f—

feminist movement had also emphasized the need for
mancipation in order to elevate Muslim society. Women movemer- had
achieved significant success when the goverrnment in 1925 adopted a
new civil code modelled on that of Neuchatel Switzerland. In 1930

women were given the right to vote in elections. Thus by 1930

Turkish women had acguired legal and civil status equal to that of
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wemen in most advanced European countries.-

In Egypt which was a Turkish colony, the movement had
influenced Egyptian women as well. In 1920 and 1330s Huda Sha'rawi
and cther group of wecmen were very active seeking nigher and free

or reforms ir Islzamic

h

educaticn for women. They alsc campaigned
law- chough unfavourably withcut any remarkable success (and zo zhis
deay reforms in this arez have teen minimal!. Sha'rawi's social

'uran and she has no:z promoted

4
10

reforms was based on the spirizt o
reforms which do not have Islamic sanction. For exampie, Sha'rawi's
claims for equality of education for girls have been based on -he
teachings of the Q'uran so as her demands f2r restricticn or
abclition of peclygamy. Sha'rawi was advocating wcmen's rigzhis in

er I2minlst &ctivily

-y

light of Islam and never zried o separa:ze

Ircm the principles of Muslim religicn.-

daga Xashlf, a 3Sudenese activist wWrote: "the first women's
organizatlon in Sudéan was the League of Young Women's Teachers in
1945." The League studied wcmen condizion in Sudan, bus zhe first

scientific study on wcmen was the Memorandum which the Jnion of
Sudanese Women Teachers sent to the governmenta. authcrities in
1949. Ocher studies were also conducted during the period of 1835-
1965. These studies were reports in nature on professional, social,
and political status of women. There were however no positive

attempts to improve the situation of wcmen at that period of time

Leila Ahmed, "Early Feminist Movement In The Middle East: Turkey and
in Muslim Women ed. fFreda Hussain (Londen: Crcom Helm Ltd., 1984, 113~

]

Ibid, 119-120.
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due to the military government which controlled the country and
ordered the dissolution of all social organizations, including

wemen's orgarizations.?

o>

In Iran, women movement occurred in 1940s and 5Cs. Tre
Women League (Jamiyat Zanan Iran) was fcunded in 1942 by Mrs.
Badrulmoluk Bamdad who alsc edited a wcmen's magazire cza.led Zan

Emruz {Todav's Women). In 154

(o)

che National Courcil of Women was

<

fcunded. Its main obiectives was o "e

n

Tablish egualizy betwesn men
and wemen, prchibit polygamy, safeguard mcthers health, raise thne
educational standard of women, and teach child care"'. The wemen's
Courclil, too, was most erergetic in its campaign for volitical
equality. It has a large fellcwship which was mecbili-ed whenever
reeded. The Council has represented Iranian wemen in many

udi

1@ Wemen and P=2ace Confersnce In

p—s

Intarnaticnal congregations inc

.

Farls 1543 and the Internaticnal Wcmen's Assemcly in New 7ork
Iran also Dpegan O establish professicra. and
religious associations. Iranian Women's Medical Assccization was
fcunded in 1953 and the Association of Iranian Nurses was also
founded in the same vyear. In 1947 th Iranian Jewish Ladies'
Organization was founded to carry out welfare services in general

and raise the standard of health and education of wcmen and

"oy

dagz XKashif-Badri, The History, Development, Organization and
on cf Wemen Studies in the Sudar," in Sccial Science Research and Weomen in
a2t Worid (Faris: UNESCO, 1984), 100.

Parvin Paider, 127.
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chilidren. Other associations that were found at the same period of
time (1940-50s) include: The Ladies' Association of Municipal Aid
which planned to assist municipal agencies in welfare activities:
The Women's Art Committee, which aimed to promote art and induszzry
ameng women and youth; and The International Women's Club of
which intended cto establish friendship, suppcrt and cempassion

between wcmen of all nations represented in Iran, and to reach che

[$1)

nd nhelp them To & petcar life.:

pcer

witnessed the first American wcmen movement. Women wers sutraged b
sex discrimination within aboliticnist groups. Many were Quakers,
accustomed o the relative fresdom allowed women within tre Sociezy
of Ffriends; when they aspired active political werk, they werse

surprised cc disccover the limitations ¢f the rcle allocared to trem

as wcmen in Americen scciety. At the time, English commeon law

ced

0

ce, or serve or juries. Abclitlcnist women wera often preve

from speaxing in public or even from serving on committees no:x oy
opponents but Dby their male colleagues. The women reacted oy
Organizirng the first women's rights convention, held in Sereca

rails, New York, in 1848°%.

wm

Ibid, 128.

Marjorie Lansing, "Political change for the American woman," in Wemen
In The Worlid: A Comparative Study ed. Lynne 3. Igiitzinand Ruth Ross (Oxford:
Clic Bocks, 1%76), 1l76.
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The aims of the American women movement, as Lansing sess it,
in its early development were broad. The convention affirmed -rhat
"all men and women are created equal" and asxed for equal legal,
educational, and economic status with men. In 1920s and by the
ratification of the Nineteerth Amendmernt, women were finally given
the right c¢ vote, the mecvement vanlished overnignhnt and remaired
inactive fcr & pericd of about forty years .

In the 136Cs various groups a’sc started =2 seek agualiry for

women. Like the abelizionist women c¢f ths 12430s, zhe woman whao

coined the c¢ivil rights and geace mevements found zhemselives
dencunced aczive declslon-making rol_as pecause of cthelr sex’.
Aztempts of thails second wave of feminists have succesed in

pringing the Egual Rights Amendmen:t inteo lignt which aimed at szaze
~aws discriminating against women In marriage, ownershio o
preperty, and employment. A second landmark in part a result again
of feminist efforts -- wis the 1973 Supreme Cour:z ruling that nco
state can ilntervene with a woman's right te nave an aborticn during
the flrst three menths of pregnancy. In addizion, new Zederal celicy
limZts sex discrimination In salaries and working conditicns;
federally Zfurnded colleges and universities are required to admi: and

to hire and promote men and women on an equal basis. Whereas these

.

Ibid.
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new laws have only begun to be enforced, they have :the capacity to
end American women's discrimiration.?

The mest important change in the status of American women was
the entry of large numbers of married women inzo the workforce
during Worlid War II. Approximately seven million women went to WOrk,

three-quarzers of them were married. Morscver, <the issue of

inegqualities in pay in similar jobs has continued ard has teen given

O

€3 1s now peing

-

& great dezal of attenticn. The Equal Pay Ac:t of °

(]
o
h
(¢]
N

ced. Analogously, women's opclitical role was also changed since
the numper of women whe activelv pursued political carsars wers

increasad. Additionally, women's sducacicn

ct

nad also been expanded and ty 1988, 47 perceat of the higher degrszes
were awarded zo wemen't.

Similar’ly, the social concepts and at-itudes =-cwards women in

3razil have been based upon discriminaticn and viclence. Women's

organiczed mecvement in Brazil has bteern fighting for a lcng time to

break the traditional social chains that are around womea's neck.

It

Durirg the military dictatorship from 1964-.985, 3raziliar
Movement had fcought with cther sccial mevements for renewal of
demccracy. The movement had succeeded in two areas: Firs:t, it gained
the publiic suppcrt for elimination of violence against women; and
second, it created the (S.0.S. Mulher) which is (Women S.0.S). Women

S.0.S was created in Sao Paulo to assist female victims of violence.

: Ibid.
-¢ Ibid.
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In mid 1980s (S.0.S. Mulher) was regarded as the founding spiritz of
volice stations for women and shelters for violance vicrims.
Wemen's mcvement has made a remarkable efforts in making the

cverrment recognizes wcmen's rights which were sc far denied. It

Q

presented proposals to the national government in order =o end
viclence zgainst women. These Droresais were strengtnened by the UN

E.imination of all Discrimination Against Women {(CEDAW) which szands

as women's bill of ri hat 3razil had sigred in 1981. (CEDaW:

}o

181
jo
ct
tn
3]

requires government to take actions tha:w promote wcmen's legal,

egconom:ic, and social status. It alsc provides guidelires for legal
oclicy ard develcpment of praogrammes to SnCcurage Squslizy as z mean
oI Jjustlige’ . The fcllowing Dropesals were suggested by ths Women's

- The elimination of gender discrimirazicn within the pena.

3 =
code, rejection of dcmestic viclence and the legalization cof
aborticn.

- The creatien of governmen: machireries to promoze women's

rights such as the state councils on the status of women and

ational cocuncil of wemen's right ....%

ot
o]
(11}
jo]

The malor achievement of the feminist movement was its success
in changing the perception of violence against wemen from an

inevitable and acceptable cultural phenomencn to & criminal act
P

- Marsha A. Freeman, "Women Develocmen and Justice:

tional Ccnvention cn Women's Right," in Qurs By Right: Women's

Rignts ed. Jcanna Kerr (Ottawa: North-South Institute, 19937,

e Joanna Kerr, "Calling for change: Internaticnal Strategies to end
viclence against women," Poverty and Develorment (Amsterdam, Netherlands:

Drukkerij Randstad Bv, May 1994), 14.
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chargeable by law. Another achievement which the feminisct mcvement

was able to bring about was lcobbying on their right to pian and
control their family size in terms of chi’d birth and ctheir right
T bertion. This right is even entrenched in the ccuntry's new

constitution "article 226 paragraph 7."" This recognition of family
plan and abortion right was considered as the most pregressed level
towards wemen's esmancipation and freedecm of choice.

n terms of peclitical participation and invelvemen:t in tre
formulation of public policy, wemen's participation had increased
dramatically after the 1375 sponscrship of Unizaed Nations to che

Interrnactional Women's year which encouraged and materialized .ots

The preavicus examples showed how  wemen thrcocugh thelr
erganlizatlons 3rs2 able to achieve social, pelizizal and econcmic
fecegniticn. Weorking in greups and thzsugh organized local and

internzacional forums is the strongest measurs croved successful for
wemen s¢ far. But in Muslim world, there are zwc main barriers to
cverccme In order for a Muslim women's organization to be effective
and influential. The first barrier is men's dominatzion in all
facets of life. El Saadawi addresses this oreblem clearly when she

stated that in some Muslim countries the law stipulates explicizly

that a man has the right to prevent a woman from going cutside the
: Gita Sen and Rachel C. 3now, Po: and Pecisicn: The Sccial Control
oL Reproducticn (Beston: Havard University Press, 1994),116

o4

Fanny Tabak, "Women's Role in the Formulation of Public Peolicies :in
Brazii," in Women, Power and Political System ed. Margherita Randel (London: St
Martin's Press, 1381), 646.
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nome wWithcut his permission. In other cases, while there is no
explicit statement to this effect, a man is given the right to
prevent a weman from geing out te work if this conflicss wizh =zhe
welfare of the family; and it is the man who defines what is the

welfare of the family.-" EL Saadawi cecntinues; " tc breax the

1)

atriarchal web anc achieve total inderendence, z woman must be

Re]

conscious of her self and have an independent perscrality and an

cZ other women's need and a desire o unite with them to acguire the
capapilliziss and powesr necessary to end oppression and -c achiave

‘ustlice and freedom for themselves. But women zanrct achleve sc-~ia’

-

conscliousness withcut achieving

fh
wn
1]
}
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fu
=
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n
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dependent on her husband or father can not liberate other women or

the nation from dependency. Self-sufficiency is the most imporzanc

facter to bring about women together and to convince cthers to
cocperate and cocrdinate fcr 2 larger and cocllective irdependence.-

The surwvival of wemen's crganization degends upon zhrese major

precondizions: First, Muslim women nesd to break their econcmic ard

Nawal El Saadawi, " The Political Challenges Facing Arab Wemen at the
the 20th Century," in Women 20f the Arap World: The Coming Challence ed.
Toucia (Londen: Zed Beoks Ltd., 1888), 9
-e Ibid.
- Ibid.
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cultural dependency; second, preak down their isoclatior; and third,
zation must have high degree of awarsness concerning the

challenges and problems facing them at cresent and histori ically,

m

lack of one or more cf these preconditions have resultad in the
closure cf the Arab Women's Solidarity Association in Egycz. In this

resgect E.L Saadawl wrote:

On 15 June 1991, the Zgyptian gove*nment clecsed down the Arab
A igtion wrhich we had feounded in April

Women's Solidarity Asso
2982 alorng with r
bloa_nc dewn wa

U)
E L | P
jay

Wemen's rightis and  wcmen's mevement nave always been
cornsidered anathema <c these Islamic pclotizal movements and
tc the state relliglous insticuticn. Only & small minorizy of
procgressive Islamic inzellectuals and thirkers had scrme
sympathy fcr the 2IforzTs made by wemer to struggle fcor zheir
righes.

Cne of them, Farag Foda, was assassinated bty a terrcrist grcoup
on 8 Jure 15962, and today many cther intellectuals and
independert thinkers are threatened by similar fate. Severszl

crofessionals, journalists, and wricers have beer xillied :in
Algeria. The names ¢f thcse under tareat have figured cn
7arious death lists circulated in Arabp countries including
~~vot, Yemen, the Sudan, Algeriz, Jordar and Saudi 2rzbia

Similarly, wcmen's associations in the Gull Region are nc-s
powerZul enough ts force the ruling elites to make concessions. The

struggle of women's assoclations in changing Islamic laws governing
women are very ccnfined. Morecver, labocur unions and formal
gcverning parties are outlawed in most of the Gulf states.

Accordingly, political movements are taking place in religious

Nawal E1 Saadawi, 1997, 113.
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centres, cultural societies, spcrts clubs and women's voluntary and

(Y

prcfessional asscclations. It is only indirectly through che
machirery of non-political organizations and ias-ituzions <chac
polizical change can be channelled.*?

Asscciations play significant rcle ncrmally performed by

poiritical rparties in other democratic societies. Thevy reflect zhe

changes 1n the fuature. The numkber ¢ thcse zssccizzicns exceeds 50
wigh 32,007 currsnt memoers c¢f foinh sexes ses zaple #5 nelow! The
role oL these associaticons 1s increasing, which mav lead to mcre

invclvement In the political and sccial events i the future. The

goverrments of the Gulf states are alert that such pressurs groups

mighz kecome a threat o thelr govarnments and thev are —rvying oo

limic their power by dif

In Bahrain, ZIZcr exampie, the
government has recently lssued a legislaticon in which iz limi=zs the

role

charitable ores are permitted to function.-

e
W

Munira Fakhro, "Gulf Wcmen and Islamic Law," in Feminism & Islam:
and Literacy Perspectives ed. Mai Yamani (New York: New York Universic

d
19%6), 260.
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TABLE 5

ESTIMATED NUMBERS OF ASSOCIATIONS AND
MEMBERS IN THE GULF STATES

State No. of Associations Members
Prof?'. Charit.?* Women Total Prof. Charit. Women
Total

UAT p g é 23 2231 SGEaa 43¢
-

- /Cce

3znhrain 7 ¢ £ i3 - 2123 224
5420

man - - - - - - 1382
1230

Zazar - 1 - Z - 2300 -
5C0

Kiwalz le el 4 2% _3z:z32 2177 1364
83132

Saudi A. - 63 15 87 - 22073 3C84

neq= -

Z51z¢

(]
(o]
[
]
’.‘

34 77 42 168 - - -
57156

Scurce: Murira Fakhrc, "Gulf Women and Islamic Lew," in reminism 4
srspectives, ed. Mal Yamani

-s.am: Legai and Literary ?
‘New Ycrk: New York Univers

in cornc.au

U

.on, pace oI change in the areas cf educaticn,

social change and political consciousness will eventually lead tc
a modernisation in the political front and tc & broadening cf the
foundation of decision-making to include women. At the same time,

democracy alone will not lead to reforms in Islamic law regarding

womer.. The recent example of the Islamic groups who won the maicrity

- Prof. here 1s an abbresviation cf the word Srcfessicnal.
22 . . I . . - N . s
= Charit. here 1s an akbbreviation of the wcrd Charicable.
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seats in the parliament in Jordan and Kuwait and their priority in
amending the constitution so that the Shariva' becomes the sole

basis of the legislation reveal such a fact.® Any reform in Islamiz

~aw ir Muslim sccieties in generzl and in the Gulf region in
particular regarding women carnct be accomplished without the effart

and williingress of all Muslim societies to wcrk tcgether =c loca:zs

a ZIcrmula that Zoin bezh modernicty and the esserce of Islamic
teacaings. A Iormulz within the framewcrk of Islamic teachings will,
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CHAPTER SIX

CONCLUSION & RECOMMENDATION

This study has revealed that women in Muslim socistiss are

inferor tc men and are dominated, subjugated, and numiliazed by
them. This irnferioricy and humiliartion zre Dy no means Islzamizc or
ralatsed o Islamiz laws and teachings in any respecs. Islam is used

innccent cf z2ll the accusations condemned against it regarding
degradaticn of women. They alsc kncw that who ever 1s in pcwer can
foermulate, interpret arnd implement Islam to serve his cwn bpest

irterests. The whole idea Is that no one can actually prove thart

- - P o~y h = —p e -~ - < - -
zgainst Islam frefcre any ocdy =2lse. he main vriztims 2f <znis
Consrlragcy 3rse women. The toels empioved To zcaduct it is the
misconcerticen, 1nterpretztion, and reintarpretation 2f Islamic laws

according to the strongest minorities' interest which are the mals
deminant groups at the higher governmenta. levels.

In fact, Muslim women evervwhere are in urgent need for
national and internaticnal collaborative measures to protect their
rights zgainst violence, discrimination, and to provide them with
educational and employment opportunities. Educational strategy is
recommended through world-wide effcrts to end literacy among wemen
and particulary among Muslim women. In addition, education should

become a government priority in budget expenditure. Tex:tbhooks and
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related curricular items should be revised in order to eliminacts

(V)
—
[

sex stereotyping and include women's contributicn to civilizartion
and human knowledge. Secondary educazion and post secondary

educaticn should be accessible to women with nc restriction =2

sceciiic fields cf study. Programs' schedules shculd pe revised ard
generous.y cffersd in a manner TO encourage and atiracst as many
Wwomer as pcssiple. Training and promezion shculd te guaranteed to
wcmern by the concerned governments. Education must be undersccod as
a vital kxey to the welfars of wcmen, childran ard community as =

whole. Through education women would te able o overcome sscial
preiudice and build a new identity beyond child-bearing.

By working thrcugh organized asscciactions wemer will be able

crganizaticns T defend their rights and Tz strengthen chelr
cositions. Scme of the maj ssu=2s thet o be addresssd in any
vomen's crganizatlion are: gJiarantee of sgual employment

women with children as well as develcoment cf child care facilirt:iss,
and guarant of equal pay for equal job. If eccromic independenc

is achieved, social preiudice will be reduced and peclitical strength
will be established. Strong women organizations to work locally and
internaticnally is a must if Muslim women to overcome their
inferiority. Without communication, coliaboration, and defensive
measures taken at both levels, i.e. nationally and internationally,
Muslim women can never enhance their position or brought their

concerns into light. Finally, women in general and in Muslim
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societies in particular, should increase their efforts since they
still have a long way to go before they can achieve their aspired

demands.
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APPENDIX A

Education of Women (Worldwide)

(Illiterate women aged 15-44 and women enrolment in
Primary and Post Secondary levels)

Aged 15-24 Aged 25-44

Country 1970 1980 _1970 1980 -
(or area) M F M F M F M F
Afghanistan 54 89 797
Algeria 35 70 15 41 63 94 56 84
Argentina 4 4 5 &6

Bahrain 23 45 10 18 55 78 20 42
Bangladssh 53 78 64 88

Barbados 0 ¢ 0 o

Belize 3 3 8 8

Benin 54 82 83 984
Bolivia 9 24 21 50
Botswana 46 36 60 52

Brazil 26 25 14 12 29 37 23 29
Brunei S 18 6 7 23 61 10 29
Burkina Faso 77 93 86 g8
Cameroon, U.R. 20 41 45 78
Chile 5 4 9 10

China S 18 14 43
Colombia 13 12 17 21

Costa Rica 5 5§ 12 13

Cuba 2 1 5 6
Dominica ~ 1 1 -5 3

Dominican Rep. 2 27 34

Ecuador 12 16 5 7 21 30 11 18
Egypt 37 62 46 80
E! Salvador 27 30 27 29 41 49 40 51
Ethiopia 88 100 92 100

Fiji 6 9 14 27
Ghana 31 60 60 89

Greece 2 2 4 13

Grenada 1 1 1 2

Guadeloupe 2 1 6 4
Guatemala 38 52 47 64

Guineabissau 40 82 70 95
Guyana 2 2 5 9

Haiti 64 72 74 86

Honduras 29 28 43 49

Hong Kong 3 5 10 31

Hungary 1 1 1 1 12 0 1
India 38 67 50 81

Indonesia 13 26 10 18 29 59 18 40
Iran 29 58 54 80
Israel 3 6 7 21

ltaly 1 1 3 4

Jamaica 2 1 4 3

Korea, Rep. 1 1 2 10 -
Kuwait 28 40 19 24 33 55 26 41
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Aged 15-24 Aged 2544

Country 1970 1980 1970 1980
(or area) M F M F M F M F
Libyan Ar. Jm. 9 62 37 93

Macau 9 14 14 25

Maldives 16 13 15 17
Maii 73 87 8¢ 97
Mexico 15 18 20 29

Morocco 47 77 70 95

Mozambique 36 75 54 91
Nepal 67 94 55 85 80 98 69 92
Neth. Antilles 5 3 4 4

Nicaragua 37 34 43 46

Pakistan 59 82 55 75 69 90 62 86
Panama 12 13 5 4 20 22 11 1
Paraguay 8 11 14 22

Peru 7 20 3 10 16 42 17 38
Philippines 8 8 g 8 13 16 13 13
Portugal 3 4 16 26

Puerto Rico 5 3 6 8

Reunion 6 2 20 13
Rwanda 40 55 41 77
Saint Lucia 6 4 21 18

Sao Tome Prn. 9 26 25 61
Seychelles 28 18 44 38

Singapore 8 15 4 4 16 49 5 18
Spain 2 2 i 1 4 8 2 4
Sri Lanka 10 16 10 11 30 7 14
St. Christopher 2 1 2 2

St. Vincent 2 2 4 4

Swaziland 24 25 41 47
Syrian Ar. Rep. 22 65 38 83

Thailand 4 8 2 4 10 21 5 9
Togo 51 83 76 95

Trinidad Thg. 1 1 1 1 3 9 2 3
Tunisia 10 37 36 74
Turkey 13 44 9 32 28 69 18 59
Untd. Arab Em. 34 44 40 61
U. R. Tanzania 19 46 33 72
Uruguay 2 1 4 3
Venezuela 13 13 18 26

Vietnam 4 6 s 12
Yugoslavia 2 7 10 32
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13. Number enrolled at primary and post-secondafy levels
(in thousands)

Primary Level Post-Secondary level
Country 1970 1980 1970 1980
(or area) M F M F M F M F
Afghanistan 519.5 84.4 883.6 179.0 6.6 1.1 21.2 4.7
Albania 2611 235.4 291.8 260.9 17.2 83 7.3 7.
Algeria 1179.2 707.9 1845.9 1340.0 15.3 42 51.7 17.2
Angola 279.5 154.9 670.3 588.5 1.4 0.9
Antigua Barb. 5.0 4.7 4.9 4.7
Argentina 1713.1  1672.7 1953.7 1887.3 1587.3 1173 2449 2499
Australia 933.4 878.6 864.3 823.9 120.9 58.8 1770 1467
Austria 273.3 258.6 205.3 195.1 42.2 17.5 79.3 57.5
Bahrain 22.4 16.3 26.6 22.2 0.1 0.2 0.9 0.6
Bangladesh 3590.7 1693.1 51820 3037.3 106.1 115 2150 350
Barbados 19.9 19.1 16.2 15.9 0.5 0.3 1.7 1.3
Belgium 525.8 495.8 432.2 409.9 79.6 45.2 109.2 86.9
Belize 16.1 15.5 0.0 0.1
Benin 119.4 54.5 245.0 134.1 0.3 0.0 2.9 0.6
Bhutan 8.5 0.5 17.3 7.7 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.1
Bolivia 4025 276.6 521.8 456.4 25.3 10.0 38.8 18.2
Botswana 38.9 44.1 78.1 93.8 0.0 0.0 0.8 0.5
Brazil 7990.6 7904.0 11406.8 11040.6 268.3 162.2 818.4 832.7
Brunei 14.6 13.4 16.0 14.5 0.2 0.3
Bulgaria 539.8 510.0 511.8 4823 49.2 50.4 44 .4 56.9
Burkina Faso 67.1 38.3 122.7 73.1 0.2 0.0 1.2 0.4
Burma 1685.7 1492.0 2104.5 1946.0 28.6 17.5 62.0 64.6
Burundi 122.0 59.8 102.3 66.3 0.5 0.0 1.6 0.4
Byelorussia 675 726 78.8 950
Cameroon, U.R. 530.4 392.8 7214 6214 2.5 0.2 10.8 2.3
Canada 1919.2 1817.3 1120.4 1064.5 3842 2578 443.2 4452
Cape Verde 14.4 13.5 29.9 28.9 0.0 0.0
Cent. Af. Rep. 118.6 57.7 163.3 96.5 0.2 0.0 23 0.4
Chad 143.5 48.3 183.5 70.6 0.0 0.0 1.5 0.1
Chile 1029.5 1010.6 1143.3 1091.2 48.3 30.1 85.1 55.0
China 81096.0 65174.0 881.2 2703
Colombia 1633.2 1652.9 2151.7 2166.5 62.7 22.9 179.7 1193
Comaoros 10.3 4.7 34.9 24.8
Congo 135.2 105.9 199.4 183.6 1.7 0.1 5.8 1.0
Costa Rica 178.5 170.9 179.3 169.4 8.8 6.7 34.0 27.0
Cuba 781.7 748.7 796.7 719.7 15.9 10.4 101.4 88.1
Cyprus 35.7 33.5 24.9 23.8 0.4 0.3 0.8 0.8
Czechoslovakia 1004.2 962.2 967.2 937.3 81.4 49.7 1151 82.0
Dem. Kampchea 591.0 398.5 5.9 2.2
Dem. Yemen 107.9 26.6 166.8 4.4 0.1 0.0 4.1 1.6
Denmark 224.5 218.6 222.7 2120 48.1 279 54.3 51.9
Dominica 9.3 8.5 8.4 8.1 0.1 c.1
Dominican Rep. 384.0 380.¢ 534.0 532.7 13.4 10.1 374 31.8
Ecuador 506.9 4771 7328 699.3 271 11.6 179.7 101.8
Egypt 2361.6 1433.3 2786.9 1875.9 171.5 61.8 381.0 179.0
El Salvador 293.5 266.1 461.7 4451 7.0 2.5 243 12.3
Eq. Guinea 17.7 13.9 0.0 0.0 1.0 0.1
Ethiopia 449.7 205.7 1262.4 681.6 4.1 0.4 12.4 2.7
Fiji 63.0 58.4 65.9 63.7 0.3 0.1 2.7 Q.9
Finland 202.8 183.5 191.5 181.9 30.9 289 63.8 59.4
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Primary Level

Post-Secondary level

Country 1370 1980 1970 1980

(or area) M F M F M F M F
France 2527.3 24124 2374.4 2236.0 571.9 4885
Fr. Polynesia 12.4 11.7 15.1 13.9 0.1 0.0
Gabon 52.7 479 72.3 69.3 0.2 0.0 10 03
Gambia 11.8 5.3 25.9 13.0 0.0 0.0

German Cem. Rep. 1042.5 1064.0 1729 1303 168.5 2323
Germany, F. R. 3233.1 31117 2638.9 24055 368.5 135.3 719.8 5034
Ghana 537.3 429.6 809.9 639.5 4.6 0.8 8.9 1.4
Greece 472.0 435.4 466.5 4331 58.8 270 71.3 46.1
Grenada 15.4 15.0 9.4 86 02 0.4
Guadeloupe 36.0 34.2

Guaternala 282.1 223.6 441.3 3621 12.7 2.9 43.0 17.0
Guinea 130.7 60.6 180.3 96.9 1.8 0.2 20.2 5.3
Guineabissau 19.€ 8.4 55.0 26.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Guyana 66.6 63.9 €9.1 66.8 0.9 0.2 1.7 1.5
Haiti 204.0 162.8 327.6 279.0 1.5 0.2 4.2 1.6
Honduras 191.9 189.8 295.0 2728 3.5 1.3 20.2 12.0
Hong Kong 389.2 3504 286.8 263.6 17.9 7.6 43.5 18.2
Hungary 577.7 5383 597.0 5652 46.1 34.4 50.9 50.3
Iceland 13.9 13.2 13.5 12.9 1.3 0.4 1.9 1.1
India 35739.1 21306.3 43769.2 27848.7 2270.6 633.0 4087.4 1435.1
Indonesia 8089.4 6780.8 12164.5 10740.1 185.8 62.4 2779 116.8
Iran 1937.8 1072.3 3310.1 2261.0 55.7 19.0 148.9 70.9
Iraq 780.4 3185 1403.1 12128 33.0 9.4 76.0 35.0
Ireland - 266.6 253.6 2146 2054 18.7 98 . 325 22.2
Israel 249.0 2299 308.2 2977 30.9 246 471 41.7
italy 2505.6 2351.3 2316.7 2189.9 428.2 259.0 541.7 476.0
Ivory Coast 320.0 1829 609.1 4073 3.8 0.6 11.9 3.1
Jamaica 177.6 176.9 179.7 178.5 3.7 3.2 7.8 5.9
Japan 4851.9 4706.2 5985.8 5764.8 1306.6 5128 1620.9 7913
Jordan 155.5 1221 2354 2130 3.2 1.3 17.2 12.9
Kenya 836.3 591.3 1843.3 1677.2 6.7 11 11.6 27
Korea, D.P. Rep. 1318.7 1243.0 152.6 48.9 467.4 148.1
Korea, Rep. 2994.7 2754.6 2912.6 27454 152.5 48.9 467.4 148.1
Kuwait 43.7 31.8 81.0 72,5 1.4 1.3 6.3 8.4
Laoc P.D.R. 154.3 90.5 261.7 219.2 0.3 0.1 1.5 0.6
Lebanon 237.9 197.2 203.0 182.9 32.6 10.0 66.4 22.6
Lesotho 73.4 110.0 99.8 1433 0.3 0.t 0.8 1.3
Liberia 80.6 39.6 135.2 83.8 0.9 0.2 3.9 1.5
Libyan Ar. Jm 220.6 129.6 348.3 3146 4.6 0.6 11.6 3.7
Luxembourg 17.6 17.0 12.7 12.0 0.2 Q.2 0.5 0.3
Macau 13.3 11.8

Madagascar 504.9 433.1 7433 6715 3.9 1.8 12.3 6.4
Malawi 227.8 134.8 487.4 340.5 0.8 0.2 1.6 Q0.5
Malaysia 895.6 788.7 1038.8 8741 10.6 3.9 27.7 15.3
Mali 131.0 72.7 210.0 1237 0.6 0.1 6.3 0.9
Maita 20.7 19.3 16.7 18.7 1.2 0.6 1.0 0.4
Mantinique 35.1 33.7

Mauntania 23.0 8.9 60.4 36.2 0.0 0.0 0.7 0.1
Mauritius 77.4 73.0 66.4 63.2 1.9 0.1 1.5 0.5
Mexico 4814.8 44335 7582.4 70375 197.8 49.8 589.2 2973
Mongolia 57.2 56.4 73.6 70.1 3.6 33 5.4 7.8
Morocco 777.3 388.0 1379.1 810.2 13.4 27 76.2 24.6
Mozambique 328.9 168.0 797.1 530.1 11 G.9 0.5 0.3
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Primary Level

Post-Secondary level

Country 1970 1980 1970 1980

(or area) M F M F M F M F
Nepal 273.9 53.0 761.8 285.9 14 .4 33 40.7 9.0
Netherlands 745.2 7172 674.8 658.5 1671 641 217.0 1431
New Zealand 206.6 193.8 185.4 185.8 45.5 31.1
Nicaragua 141.9 1434 209.5 2154 6.4 3.0 22.4 10.7
Niger 58.0 306 136.2 80.9 Q0.c 00 1.1 0.3
Nigeria 2216.2 12996 6313.8 5369.7 18.8 32 89.4 17.3
Norway 188.3 197.3 199.9 190.3 34.9 15.1 42.0 36.4
Oman 3.0 0.5 60.4 315 0.0 00 0.0
Pakistan 2931.1  1061.7 5493.4 1889.1 90.5 245 136.9 50.0
Panama 132.8 122.5 179.8 167.2 5.1 38 18.1 21.6
Papua N. G. 121.4 69.7 176.0 123.8 0.8 0.2 7.0 1.5
Paraguay 224.7 199.5 271.4 245.4 <. 3.4 13.9 10.6
Peru 1266.8 1074.3 1659.8 1517.9 82.9 43.3 195.0 101.2
Philippines 3580.6 3388.4 4083.3 4191.6 289.3 362.2 8976 673.1
Poland 2726.7 2530.2 2141.5 2025.8 209.2 188.7 260.7 328.4
Portugal 509.5 483.0 635.8 584.3 27.8 22.2 47.9 43.4
Puerto Rico 241.5 231.2 226.3 235.3 29.8 33.3 50.5 62.1
Qatar 8.3 6.7 15.4 14.3 0.0 0.0 0.8 1.5
Romania 1461.2 14175 1658.4 1578.4 86.5 65.4 109.2 81.7
Rwanda 234.2 184.9 338.7 314.7 0.5 0.1 1.3 0.1
Saint Lucia 11.4 12.1 14.5 15.1 0.3 0.2
Samoa 15.2 14.3 17.3 15.7 0.1 0.0 0.6 0.0
Sao Tome Prn. 5.0 4.0 7.5 6.7

Saudi Arabia 290.4 132.3 564.9 365.0 7.8 0.7 43.7 15.6
Senegal 161.2 101.7 249.6 167.1 4.2 0.8 9.4 2.8
Seychelles 4.6 4.6 7.1 7.4 c.0 0.1 0.0 0.1
Sierra Leone 899.4 66.7 157.9 106.9 1.0 0.2 1.5 0.3
Singapore 193.8  169.7 151.3 1385 9.6 42 12.5 9.3
Solomon Is. 13.5 7.7 16.9 12.0

Somalia 32.3 10.4 190.2 113.3 0.9 0.1 2.7 0.3
Spain 1970.0 1859.5 1856.1 1753.5 164.9 60.1 382.0 299.0
Sri Lanka 884.4 787.0 1082.2 999.2 7.0 5.3 13.0 7.0
St. Christopher 4.2 4.1 0.0 0.0
St. Vincent 14.3 13.9 11.1 10.4 0.1 0.2
Sudan $13.7 3119 889.0 621.4 12.4 1.9 21.6 7.9
Suriname 47.7 44.1 43.5 39.9 0.3 3.0 1.0 0.6
Swaziland 35.6 33.5 54.4 54.7 0.1 0.1 0.7 0.4
Sweden 3132 3022 3416 325.1 81.4 59.9 109.8 91.2
Switzerland 253.4 2471 230.0 220.9 59.4 25.8
Syrian Ar. Rep. 589.1 335.9 886.8 669.6 34.2 8.5 87.1 37.6
Thailand 2859.0 2541.0 3866.6 3504.2 55.1 35.2 325.0 250.0
Togo 187.7 70.8 300.8 1935~ 0.8 0.1 42 0.9
Trinidad Tbg. 114.5 111.2 83.3 82.2 1.5 0.9 4.8 3.1
Tunisia 570.8 364.9 616.1 437.9 8.2 2.1 21.5 10.5
Turkey 28916 2120.3 3223.3 27075 137.8 32.8 279.9 915
Uganda 663.7 446.3 889.6 656.2 3.5 Q.7 5.9 1.9
UK 2972.5 2833.9 2517.7 2393.0 401.5 169.8 529.3 3028
Ukraina SSR 3398.0 3270.0 420.6 386.0 422.5 408.8
Untd. Arab Em. 16.5 94 46.3 42.3 0.0 00 1.0 1.0
U. R. Tanzania 558.4 363.7 1826.0 1624.3 1.7 03 3.4 0.7
Uruguay 184.9 169.2 169.2 159.3 12.2 9.0 19.0 20.7
USA 14087.0 13361.0 4991.0 335072 5874.4 5222.5
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Primary Leve! Post-Secandary level

Country 1970 1980 1970 1980

(or area) M F M F M F M T F
USSR 23337 22470 24054 24486
Venezuela 890.8 878.9 1271.6 12417 59.7 411 169.1 144 4
Vietnam 3787.2 3305.2 4215.5 38928 960 31.6 1359 50t
Yemen 79.9 8.3 403.4 572 01 0.0 54 08
Yugoslavia 825.3 783.7 738.5 632 ! 1582 103.0 2250 1870
Zaire 1952.4 1135.6 2384.9 18939 17 0.7 303 62
Zampia 385.7 30S.0 548.1 485.4 v 2 3.2 0.4 1.8
Zimbabwe 4049 330.9 604.0 503.3 0.8 0.2 0.9 05

14. Enrolment ratio, combined primary and secondary levels -

Country 1970 1980 Country 1970 1980
(or area) M F M F (or area) M F M F
Afghanistan 32 5 41 10 Eq. Guinea 57 39

Albania 90 81 97 89 Ethiopia 15 7 37 20
Algeria 57 34 74 54 Fiji 84 79 92 93
Argentina 80 83 g1 95 Finland 91 93 94 99
Australia 101 100 99 100 France 90 93 92 100
Austria 84 84 80 82 Gambia 23 10 42 22
Bahrain 94 71 85 75 Germany, FR. 7 78 78 80
Bangladesh 48 26 Ghana 61 43 61 44
Barbados 90 88 96 99 Greece 90 81 94 89
Belgium 93 92 94 85 Guatemaia 38 32 48 4t
Benin 33 15 55 25 Guinea 34 14 35 16
Bhutan 7 04 10 4 Guineabissau 40 18 82 36
Bolivia 72 50 76 64 Guyana 8o 79 77 78
Botswana 44 49 66 79 Haiti 47 40
Brazil 76 77 Honduras 58 58 69 69
Bulgaria 95 94 94 a3 Hong Kong 79 73 80 82
Burkina Faso 9 5 14 8 Hungary 70 74 78 82
Burma 59 49 54 49 Icelang 97 92 94 86
Burundi 24 11 19 12 India 63 35 65 41
Cameroon, U.R. 53 41 72 56 Indonesia 55 43 78 65
Canada 87 86 94 g4 Iran 67 37 81 55
Cent. Af. Rep. 51 22 55 28 Irag 68 29 101 78
Chad 28 9 29 10 Ireland g1 93 95 100
Chile 86 89 95 a6 Israel 83 83 86 91
China 98 77 ltaly 85 77 85 83
Colombia 66 67 81 86 Ivory Coast 47 25 61 36
Comoros 26 12 77 52 Jamaica g2 82 75 79
Costa Rica 7% 77 79 81 Japan 33 92 97 98
Cuba 75 76 91 30 Jordan 93 90
Czechoslovakia 73 78 74 82 Kenya 49 33 78 68
Dem. Yemen 59 15 73 29 Korea, Rep. g0 71 97 9N
Denmark 89 86 102 101 Kuwart 84 66 87 79
Ecuador 64 62 7 76 Lao P.D.R. 6 21 63 51
Egypt 69 40 77 51 Lebanon 85 68 86 80
£l Salvador 61 58 63 63 Lesotho 2 74 58 85
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Country 1970 1980 Country 1970 1980
(or area) M F M F (or area) M F M F
Liberia 43 20 58 33 Rwanda 47 36 48 43
Luxembourg g2 81 78 79 Saudi Arabia 42 18 59 33
Madagascar 55 46 58 50 Senegal 31 18 6 22
Malawi 30 17 52 36 Sierra Leone 28 17 32 20
Malaysia 66 57 72 69 Singapore 79 4 79 80
Mali 20 10 25 13 Somalia B 3 31 17
Malta 80 76 92 87 Spain 91 85 95 97
Mauritarma 13 4 31 15 Sn Lanka 72 69 74 73
Mauritius 65 59 73 72 Sudan 30 18 42 29
Maexico 70 63 89 88 Suriname 93 @2 79 77
Mongoiia 93 95 Swaziland 65 61 82 a1
Morocco 42 22 58 36 Sweden 90 90 90 94
Mozambique 53 39 Syrian Ar. Rep. 78 4 87 64
Nepal 30 6 64 23 Thailand 61 55 67 62
Netheriands 91 86 98 96 Togo 55 24 98 53
New Zealand 94 92 91 92 Trinidad 82 4 77 80
Nicaragua 54 54 74 80 Tunisia 79 4 75 53
Niger 10 5 18 10 Turkey 80 53 82 60
Nigeria 27 16 Uganda 3t 19 38 28
Norway 85 89 98 99 UK 89 88 90 92
Oman 54 27 Untd. Arab. Em. 75 48 84 91
Pakistan 37 13 50 18 U.R. Tanzania 30 19 66 58
Panama 76 75 90 g1 Uruguay 85 86 81 83
Papua N. G. 40 24 46 33 USA 99 101 99 99
Paraguay 70 64 6S 64 Venezuela 69 70 75 73
Peru 78 66 93 84 Vietnam 84 71
Philippines 91 93 Yemen 14 1 49 7
Poland 88 87 92 92 Yugoslavia 81 73 91 86
Portugal 84 77 89 88 Zaire 67 37 72 47
Qatar 80 71 84 93 Zambia 69 53 73 61
Romania 83 85 94 92 Zimbabwe 52 42 60 52
Scurce: Wemen: A World Repor: (Cxford: Ox<srs Uni rersicy ©
128%;, 3€8- 374
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