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ABSTRACT
Re-examining the Determinants in International News Coverage:
Cross-news-category and Cross-country Comparisons

Huan He

Since the 1960’s, communication scholars have conducted numerous studies to identify
determinants of international news flow and coverage. Most of these studies have failed
to recognize the fact that different news categories are governed by different criteria of
newsworthiness. Also, there has been a lack of research that investigates non-Western,
especially non-U.S. news media, and a lack of comparative studies examining media in
different parts of the world. The current study was designed to address the two problems.
Using quantitative content analysis, four newspapers, which were published in Canada,
India, China and the United States, were investigated. Their international news outputs in
four news categories were compared. The four categories were political news, military
news, economic news and news on natural disasters. Two hypotheses were tested: 1) In a
newspaper, the determinants of international news coverage vary among different news
categories; 2) The determinants of international news coverage in a particular news
category are similar among newspapers from different countries. Hypothesis 1 was
generally supported by the data; however, hypothesis Il was only partially supported. The
results suggest that research should be conducted to understand news-making processes
in different news categories. More comparative studies are required to further explore

similarities and variations in news values and practices in different countries.
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INTRODUCTION

The current study is an effort to improve our understanding of the processes
involved in the making of international news. My interest in international news research
is associated with my own experience as a journalism student in a Chinese university and
as a news editor in a few Chinese newspapers. I have been attracted by some research
questions raised in this field of study, especially those concerning how gatekeeping
routines and values affect news coverage.

Through a quantitative content analysis of four quality newspapers, I attempt to
demonstrate that newspapers from different cultural, economic, political backgrounds
cover international news in the same manner. The four newspapers have been selected
from the United States, Canada, China and India. Moreover, I intend to prove that there
are different criteria of newsworthiness governing the coverage of international news
under different news topics. News that falls into four news categories is examined.
Among them, political, military/terrorist and economic news are considered to be the
main focus of all quality newspapers. The fourth news category is natural disasters,
which has received some research attention in recent years.

In this introductory chapter, I would like to first present the research problems
that are addressed by this study, and why I am interested in them. Then, I will briefly
describe the journey that I have gone through to complete this study, and explain the

organization of the current research paper.



Section I: Statement of Research Problem

The current study investigates the determinants of international news flow and
coverage. International news determinants are factors that represent various forces
shaping the coverage of world events. Some examples are the deviance of an event, the
economic power of a country, and the financial ability of a news medium. In the 1960s, a
group of Scandinavian scholars first attempted to explain the wide disparity in the
amount of news covering various countries by examining the relationship between ‘news
factors’ and the amount of news coverage on each country (Kariel and Rosenvall, 1984).
These news factors are considered to be either the technical/structural impediments that
hinder the flow of news among countries, or forces that influence the gatekeeping
decisions of news professionals and organizations. This research approach became
popular in the 1970s, and continued to attract much academic attention throughout the
recent decades.

When examining previous literature, my own journalistic experience has helped
me to identify two issues in this field of study. One is the lack of understanding of how
media from non-Western countries cover the world. The other is the lack of awareness
that different news categories are governed by different news determinants.

A majority of the existing studies on international news determinants focus on
Western media, in particular, American media. Non-Western media have not received
substantial attention in English-language research. My background in China, a non-
Western country, has made me curious about the differences between Western and non-
Western media. My own experience tells me that these media are not likely to vary

greatly in terms of practices and values associated with the gatekeeping processes.



The Chinese press has been considered to be very different from its Western
counterpart because of its adoption of Confucian philosophy, which stresses consensus
and cooperation rather than individual freedom and rights, which are emphasized by
Western cultures. Also, it is not a free press, but the ‘mouthpiece’ of the ruling
communist party (Parsons, 1997; Wu and Weaver, 1998). However, in spite of these
significant differences, 1 do not think there are major variations in the actual production
of news between China and the West.

When I received my journalism education in China, our textbooks were re-written
from Western journalism textbooks. I was not taught about any ‘Chinese’ journalism but
only Western ones. Wu and Weaver (1998) reported that due to a shortage of qualified
scholars, many Chinese journalism programs have been hiring foreign professors, mostly
from the United States. At the same time, many Chinese teaching faculty members
received training in Western countries. Textbooks in the West have been translated and
used in Chinese classes. Students have been increasingly exposed to Western media, such
as ABC and VOA from the United States, and StarTV from Australia. All these facts
indicate the domination of Western journalism training in Chinese universities.
Interestingly, Wu and Weaver’s (1998) study on the professional values held by Chinese
journalism students shows that a majority of students consider the ‘watchdog role’ to be
the most important mission of their future profession, and they tend to ignore the media’s
functions as a ‘mouthpiece’ defined by the communist ruler.

After I came to Canada, I read a number of publications on journalist practices in
North American media (e.g. Downing et al, 1990; Ericson et al, 1987; Hartley, 1982;

Tuchman, 1978). I found that these media are very similar to the ones where 1 used to



work in China, in terms of internal organization, division of tasks, newsgathering routines,
and news selection practices. Moreover, reading U.S. and Canadian newspapers, I found
that Chinese newspapers do not vary from their Western counterparts in terms of division
of news topics, and their emphases on political, economic and military news. In China,
government censorship does affect the everyday work in the newsroom. However, from
my experience, the control is rather loose in the domain of international news, as long as
the events are not related to any foreign policy of the government.

If media from China do not differ much from their Western counterparts, I
wonder what about media in other non-Western countries, which in many cases (e.g.
India, Brazil and Argentina) have had more Western influences than China has, and
embrace more liberal values. I feel that the newspaper itself is a Western artifact. When it
is adopted by another country, a whole set of protocols and values are adopted at the
same time. Tai and Chang (2002) compared perception of newsworthiness in 34 U.S.
newspapers and 25 non-U.S. newspapers published in English. Interestingly, they found
strong similarities in what was considered newsworthy between the two groups. Tai and
Chang (2002) considered these similarities to be a result of the diffusion of news values
across cultures, possibly through the heavy reliance on U.S. wire services.

I see the examination of news determinants as an adequate method to explore
whether similar gatekeeping routines and professional values are adopted by news media
in different parts of world. If my speculation is accurate, similar determinants should be
found in these news media. For example, if news editors in both China and the United

States see events in developed countries more newsworthy, we will find, in both Chinese



and U.S. media, a strong, positive relationship between the volume of coverage that each
country receives and the country’s Gross National Product per capita.

In this study, I have compared the international news coverage of four newspapers.
I have chosen to study newspapers rather than television or radio because they are easier
to access. Recordings of past television and radio programs are very difficult to obtain.
Moreover, as a former newspaper editor, I am more familiar with the journalist practices
involved in a newspaper’s production. The four newspapers investigated are The Globe
and Mail from Canada, The Times of India from India, The People’s Daily from China,
and The New York Times from the United States. The four newspapers are all quality
newspapers with nation-wide circulations in their respective countries. They all allocate
considerable importance to international news. The Times of India and The People’s
Daily are from the non-Western Worlds. They are published in countries with very
different cultural traditions from those of the United States and Canada. Moreover, The
People’s Daily is from an authoritarian country. It is subject to the ideological control
and political censorship of its government. The other three newspapers are all from
democratic countries.

Reviewing past literature on international news determinants, I found something
that contradicts my experience. Most of the research in this field treats foreign news as a
whole, and attempts to find uniform news determinants to explain overall foreign
coverage. However, according to my experience as a news editor, there are different
definitions of newsworthiness for different categories of international news. Take the
examples of economic news and military news. An event related to a large international

corporation is likely to be newsworthy only when the corporation has some sort of



economic ties with China. Therefore, economic relationships are a main determinant of
economic news coverage. On the other hand, war within a country or between countries
is always newsworthy no matter whether it affects the interest of China, or not. It is the
characteristics of a military event that determines whether it will be covered or not in the
News.

In identifying this problem, I decided to isolate four different news categories in
my study. These categories are political, military/terrorist, economic, and natural disaster
news. Nine news factors have been tested. They are population, military power, Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) and GDP per capita of the countries being covered, trade,
common official language, colonial ties and geographical distance between the countries
being covered and the country that hosts the newspaper, and the number of people killed

in a natural disaster. The last factor is tested only in the natural-disaster category.

Section II: Outline of This Study

The journey to complete this study started with a painstaking examination of
existing literature on international news flow and coverage. It took me a few months to
identify the different research approaches involved in this field of study. Previous studies
can be roughly grouped under three research questions: 1) what are the news factors that
determine whether or not, as well as how much, an international event is covered by news
media; 2) what are the forces that shape the volume and direction of international news
flow; and 3) how are international events and actors portrayed in news, and why? A
variety of research methods has been employed to address these research questions,

including quantitative content analysis, discourse analysis (i.e. qualitative content



analysis), network analysis, and ethnographic methods (e.g. interviews, and questionnaire
surveys).

I have focused my literature review on studies concerning the first research
question, using quantitative content analysis. Two main problems were identified in the
existing research. There were a lack of understanding of how newspapers from different
parts of the world compare with one another, and a lack of recognition that the coverage
of different news topics are governed by different sets of determinants. I have designed
my research to address the two research problems. Quantitative content analysis of
international news coverage was conducted in the four newspapers. The relationship
between news coverage and each of the nine news factors was analyzed. The analysis
results were used to verify the hypotheses of this study.

When interpreting the analysis results, I revisited some past studies that had
examined the same news factors, in terms of how the news factors were defined,
measured and tested, and how their research results compared with mine. Such a
comparison helped me to gain insights on how some of the news factors influence news
coverage, and how they should be examined in future determinants research. I consider
such insights as by-products of this study, and will discuss them in this research paper.

The organization of this paper reflects the research journey I have undertaken.
Chapter 1 undertakes a review of previous literature in the field of international news flow
and coverage, focusing on determinants studies of international news coverage. From this
review, two main limitations in this research approach are identified. This led me to the

formulation of my research objectives and hypotheses.



Chapter I describes the issues and procedures concerning the research methods
employed in my study. First, each step of the content analysis is described in detail.
Every choice made pertaining to the selection of newspapers, sampling methods, and
definition of categories is justified. Then, the selection and measurement of news factors
are presented; my main data analysis instruments are introduced.

Chapter III contains the results of data analysis. After a brief look at the data
obtained from the four newspapers, the imbalance in their international news coverage is
described. The two hypotheses of this study are then tested. The news factors are
examined mainly through an ‘inter-country comparison’ of news coverage, which detects
the effect of each factor by comparing the coverage of different countries in the same
newspaper. For instance, if a newspaper has a tendency to give more coverage to
countries close to its host country than those faraway, geographical distance can be seen
as an effective factor of the newspaper’s foreign coverage. After this testing procedure,
the effects of some weak factors are verified by employing the ‘inter-newspaper
comparison’ method. This method involves the comparison of a number of newspapers in
terms of their coverage of one country (or a group of countries). Again, take the case of
geographical distance. If the newspapers that are close to a country cover the country
more than those far from it, we can conclude that geographical distance is an effective
factor.

In the last part of this research paper, I will discuss some of the implications of
my research results. How can we make sense of these research results? How can they

benefit our future research on international news coverage? I also take stock of some of



the ‘by-products’ of this study, that is, how some of the news factors involved in this

study should be conceptualized, measured, and tested.



CHAPTER 1

LITERATURE REVIEW

In this chapter, 1 will briefly overview the existing English literature on
international news flow and coverage, focusing on determinant studies involving the
quantitative content analysis of media output. Some weaknesses in the literature will be
discussed. Then, I will outline the objectives and hypotheses of the current study, which
have been developed to address the weaknesses.

The determinant approach in international news flow and coverage constitutes
research conducted to identify and explain the patterns dominating international news
flow and coverage. This approach assumes that there are identifiable forces shaping the
production and transmission of international news and attempts to recognize them using
different research methods.

The quantitative content analysis of media output is the most employed research
method in determinant studies. Various determinants/factors are defined and their
relationships with news coverage are tested and measured. Other methods employed
include ethnographic studies of news routines and professionalism, a network analysis of
international news exchange, and a qualitative content analysis (also called discourse
analysis) of media content.

The scholarly literature that has been examined here was located using three
methods. The first one involved computer assisted literature searches. Second, I reviewed
the issues of four major communication journals published in the past 20 years. The four

journals are Gazette, Journalism and Mass Communication Quarterly (formerly called
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Journalism Quarterly), Communication Research, and Journal of Communication. Also,
a snowball method has been used; that is, to look for relevant studies from the references
of the already available literature.

My literature search yielded journal articles and book chapters that represent
research efforts during the past four decades. The earliest studies were mostly conducted
by Scandinavian scholars. Some of these studies have had considerable influences on the
later research. Most of them were published in the Journal of Peace Research. Most
quantitative studies on international news determinants were found in Gazette and
Journalism and Mass Communication Quarterly. The former has devoted much of its
space on the research topic. Communication Research has published some articles on the
methodological issues related to the research. Qualitative research on international news
coverage has flourished since the 1980°s. A few academic journals have been responsible
for publishing these studies. Among them are Critical Studies on Mass Communication

and Journalism Monographs.

Section 1: Existing Literature

Since the 1950’s, the study of international news coverage and flow has yielded a
rich body of literature. The amount and content of news covering various countries are
measured and research has been conducted to reveal various influences on international
news flow and coverage.

Wilbur Schramm, a pioneer in international news flow and coverage study,
suggested in his book Mass Media and National Development (1964), that the major

variables in the study of international news should include 1) the pattern of international

11



news flow, 2) the nature and type of international news coverage, 3) the structure of
international news organizations, 4) the behaviors of journalists in these organizations,
and 5) the structural factors affecting international news flow and coverage. In fact, most
of the studies in this area have examined one or more of these variables.

Two main goals can be identified in these studies. The first is to reveal the
characteristics of international news flow and coverage (i.e. pattern of international flow
and the nature and type of international news coverage). The second goal is to explain
why these characteristics exist (i.e. the structure of international news organization, the
behaviours of journalists in these organizations and the structural factors affecting
international news flow and coverage). Yet, most earlier studies bear only the first
purpose (e.g. Bishop, 1975; Giffard, 1984; Rimmer, 1981; Peterson, 1980). The majority
of studies serving the second purpose are determinant studies of international news flow
and coverage.

Pertaining to the characteristics of international news flow and coverage, although
there are some inconsistencies, empirical studies have generally supplied evidence
supporting three general findings. First, there is an imbalance in news coverage. News
media pay more attention to developed countries than less developed ones (Elliott and
Golding, 1973; Hackett, 1989; Hart 1996; Hicks et al, 1974; Markhan, 1961; Peterson,
1980; Rimmer, 1981; Semmel, 1976). Second, negative reports tend to dominate news
coverage of foreign countries and the less developed countries receive more coverage of
this kind (Adams, 1964; Elliott et al, 1973; Hackett, 1989; Hester, 1974; Lent, 1977,
McClelland and Young, 1970; Rimmer, 1981; Singler, 1972). The third finding is that

news media around the world constitute the same imbalance and bias (Cho and Lacy,
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2000; El Sarayrah, 1986; Hudson et al. 1988; Ishii, 1996; Schramm, 1964; Sreberny-
Mahammdi, 1984).

The imbalance and bias in international news flow and coverage have inspired
many researchers to inquire why these problems exist. As a result, much research has
been done to investigate the determinants of international news flow and coverage; that is,
the factors that determine whether a foreign event will be reported by news media.

Over the years, researchers have introduced a number of factors that might
influence international news flow and coverage (e.g. Galtung and Ruge, 1965; Gan, 1979;
Ostgaard, 1965; Hester, 1973; Rosengren, 1970 and 1974). The factors have been
examined under various theoretical and methodological considerations. I can by no
means exhaust them here, nor the research rationales associated with them. However, I
will borrow two methods of classification from other scholars to illustrate the main
research interests that are associated with these factors.

First, the factors can be classified according to their references to different
elements involved in international news flow and coverage. Chang et al (1987) divided
them into two categories: context-oriented factors and event-oriented factors. The
context-oriented factors include factors describing the nature of the location where
foreign events occurred, such as population of the guest country’, trade between the guest
country and the host country”, communication infrastructure in the guest country, etc.
The event-oriented factors are factors that describe the nature of the events themselves.

They determine the newsworthiness of the events. Examples include timeliness,

! Guest country is the country where an event takes place.
* Host country is the country that hosts the new media in question.

13



unexpectedness, human interest, continuity, deviance, as well as relevance to the media’s
host country (Shoemaker et al, 1986).

Indeed, Chang et al’s (1987) classification consists of only factors that are
external to the news media’s organization and operation. There is also a group of factors
that are associated with the characteristics of media, their workers, and their market. I call
them media-oriented factors. There is a wide range of news factors that can be classified
into this category, for example, use of wire services, media size, market size, percentage
of immigrants in the market, professionalism, news professionals’ background, and
ideology dominating the news media.

Ahern (1984) provided another way to categorize existing news factors. He
identified two mechanisms through which these factors affect international news flow
and coverage. The two are the logistical perspective and the gatekeeper perspective. The
former focuses on how technical and structural impediments might hinder the flow of
news from various parts of the world. Factors responsible for the processes can be
context-oriented or media-oriented. For example, absence of correspondents in a guest
country (context-oriented factor) might lower the amount of coverage on the events in the
country. The use of wire services by a news médium (media-oriented factor) may
increase the likelihood of remote countries being covered.

The gatekeeper perspective is concerned with the multi-step processes of
newsgathering and distribution by a chain of gatekeepers. Each step represents a point of
news selection. Only foreign events that pass through all gates will reach consumers or
recipients of the news. Media-oriented factors may influence the choices of the

gatekeepers. For instance, the presence of a large number of Chinese immigrants in the
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market area may make the gatekeepers feel that it is necessary to report more on events in
China. At the same time, both context-oriented and event-oriented factors can be related
to the gatekeeping processes. For example, news workers might tend to report on events
with a high degree of deviance (an event-oriented factor), as well as events taking place
in countries with advanced economic development (a context-oriented factor).

Compared with Chang et al’s (1987) classification of news factors, Ahern’s
approach can better help us to understand how various news factors influence news flow
and coverage. However, it does not yield exclusive sub-sets of factors, as one single news
factor can influence news flow and coverage through both logistical and gatekeeper
perspectives. Language, for example, can affect news workers’ ability to gather news in
another country from a logistical perspective. At the same time, from a gatekeeper
perspective, news editors might assume that readers are more interested in the countries
that use the same language (culturally proximate), thus reporting more on these countries.

To avoid confusion, I will adopt Chang et al’s (1987) categorization to
demonstrate how the three classes of news factors have been examined in previous
research. The emphasis will be put on context- and event-oriented factors, as they are the
main focuses of this study. Factors that fall into the two categories do not have any
preoccupation of possible differences among newspapers. In contrast, media-oriented
factors address the inherent differences among newspapers. It is assumed that the
differences are likely to affect the international news flow and coverage. In other words,
when media-oriented factors vary, we might identify different event-oriented and

context-oriented factors in the news. The current study is designed to reveal similarities
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among newspapers in different countries. Therefore, media-oriented factors have limited

relevance here.

Context-Oriented Factors

A large number of context-oriented factors have been examined in previous
studies. Wu (2000: pp.111) reviewed previous literature on ‘systematic factors’, which he
defined as ‘the distinctive traits of individual nations, as well as the magnitude of
interaction between any two nations in the context of the global system’. His notion of
‘systematic factors’ is, indeed, equivalent to the concept of ‘context-oriented factors’
defined by Chang et al (1987). Wu (2000) divided the factors into three groups. The first
group consists of factors that describe the ‘national traits’ of the guest country, including
territory size, population, total or per capita Gross National Product (GNP), total or per
capita Gross Domestic Product (GDP), military personnel, freedom of expression, etc.
The hypothesis is that the countries with more economic/political/military power or
freedom of expression are more likely to be reported by other countries.

The second group of factors indicates the interactions and relatedness between the
host and guest countries, including trade, colonial ties, geographical distance, language
similarity, ideological similarity, political affiliation, volume of migration, etc. It is
proposed that countries, which are close related economically, culturally, politically,
and/or geographically are more likely to be in each other’s news.

The third group, the logistical factors, includes presence of international news

wires, national news agencies, and satellite earth stations in the guest country. Countries
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and locals with well-developed communications infrastructure are expected to gain more

coverage than those that do not because it is easier to gather and transmit news from them.

Studies examining context-oriented factors usually involve quantitative content

analysis of news output. The relationship between news output and news factors is then

measured. Instead of news output, a few studies use other dependent variables, such as

volume of news trade among countries (Kim and Barnett, 1996). It is very difficult to

summarize the contents of the studies because they often investigate more than one news

factor. Also, their findings have not been consistent. Therefore, I have constructed a table

to list studies that paid attention to each news factor.

Table 1- 1 Results of previous studies on selected context-oriented factors.

Related

Not related

or per capita

Population Kariel & Rosenvall 1984; Charles et al, | Robinson and Sparkers, 1976; Larson,
1979; Ishii, 1996; Dupree, 1971; Kim, et | 1979; Wu, 2000
al, 1996; Nmaemeka, et al 1996;

GNP/GDP (total Ahern, 1984; Kareil & Rosenvall, 1984; | Robinson and Sparkers, 1976; Wu, 2000

Ishii, 1996; Hester, 1973; Shoemaker et
al, 1991;

Freedom of
expression

Nnameks & Richstad, 1981; Robinson

and Sparkers, 1976

Wu, 2000; Dupree, 1971; de Verneil,
1977; Ahern, 1984; Kariel and Rosenvall,
1984; Charles, 1977; Shoemaker et al,
1991

Ahern, 1984; Chang et al, 1987; Van
Belle, 2000; Wu, 2000

Haynes, 1984; Robinson et al, 1976;
Cossara, 1993; Mayo & Pasadeos, 1991

Colonial ties

Haynes, 1984; Meyer, 1989; Skurnik,
1981; Nnacmeka & Richstad, 1981

Wu, 2000

Correspondents

Geographical Wu, 1998a & 2000; Haynes, 1984; | Hicks and Gordon 1974; Luttbeg, 1983;
Distance Chang, et al, 1987*; Ramaprasad, 1991; | Chang et al, 1987+ & 2000; Shoemaker
Adames, 1986; Dupree, 1971. et al, 1991; Vilanilam, 1983; Johnson,

1997.
Language Skurnik, 1981; Hester, 1973; Johnson, { Cassare, 1993; Rosengren, 1970; Chang

1997; Kareil, et al, 1984

Ishii, 1996; Larson, 1979

et al, 1987 & 2000; Shoemaker et al,
1991

International Wire
Services

Larson, 1979; Chang et al, 1992; Wu
(2000)

Link, 1984

INTELSAT

Larson, 1979; de Vernei, 1977

Larson, 1984

* This study has shown that geographical distance is not a factor for international news coverage in
newspapers, but has considerable influence on television’s coverage of foreign countries.
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Table 1-1 consists of some of the most investigated factors in the three groups of
context-oriented factors. Studies that have found a factor to affect news coverage are
placed in the ‘Related’ column, and those that have not found any effect are placed in the
‘Not Related’ column.

The current study tests eight context-oriented factors, including population, GDP,
GDP per capita, military power, trade, colonial ties, geographical distance, and language.
Seven of these factors are listed in Table 1-1. As we can see, they have been repeatedly
tested in previous research. However, researchers have not agreed on their effects on
international news coverage. Military power has been largely ignored in previous

literature. I have found no research that tests the news factor.

Event-oriented Factors

Studies of event-oriented factors involve quantitative content analysis of actual
news output, and undertake an examination of the relationship between news output and
some characteristics of the actual events. Among the many event-oriented factors
proposed in the literature, only two factors have been empirically examined. They are
relevance to the host country and deviance, with the latter receiving more attention.

Shoemaker et al (1986) examined the coverage of international events in U.S.
media against various conceptualizations of ‘deviance’. They defined two indicators of
deviance. One is normative deviance, which refers to the extent to which an event
violates the social norm in the host country. The other is potential-for-social-change

deviance, which describes the extent to which an event threatens the status quo in the host
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country. Both indicators are found to be important predictors of news coverage of
international events.

Chang et al (1987) and Shoemaker et al (1991) examined normative deviance,
potential-for-social-change deviance, relevance to the United States, as well as a number
of context-oriented factors using U.S. media output. Both studies found deviance and
relevance to the United States to be the most prominent determinants of news coverage.

Weimann and Brosuis (1991) studied the newsworthiness of international
terrorism using deviance as a predictor of newsworthiness. A number of deviance
indicators were tested, including victims, type of action, type of targets, and nationality of
targets, geographical location, perpetrators and responsibility. He concluded that
deviance as newsworthiness can be regarded as the guiding principle of coverage.

The number of people killed in an event has been examined as an indicator of
deviance in the studies on the news coverage of natural disasters. Van Belle (2000)
examined the influence of the factor on the coverage of natural disasters in U.S. media,
and found it to be a dominant predictor. Adams’ (1986) investigation on the coverage of
earthquakes in U.S. media, on the other hand, showed that the number of people killed is
related to the coverage of major disasters (at least 300 people killed). However, it is a less
powerful predictor than U.S. tourists in the guest country.

Charles et al (1979) investigated the relationship between the degree of violence
and news coverage in an American newspaper. He found that the more violent an event,
the more chances it gets to be covered on the front page.

There are only a handful of studies on ‘relevance to the host country’ and

deviance. Yet, it appears that the factors have been relatively well accepted as an
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influential determinant of international news flow and coverage. In this study, deviance
of news events is tested against the coverage of natural disasters. It is not examined in
other news categories due to the difficulties involved in evaluating the deviance of an

event in different societies.

Media-oriented Factors

The media-oriented category involves news factors that are associated with very
different theoretical and methodological consideration. For example, political ideology
has been considered as an influence upon news content; that is, how events and actors are
portrayed in the news. Some researchers view media content as being manipulated by the
powerful to dominate the powerless (Shoemaker, 1987). Using quantitative and/or
qualitative content analysis, they study the media coverage of certain countries and
compare them with host country’s foreign policy towards these countries (e.g. Carragee,
1991; Cassara, 1998; Entman, 1991; Kim, 2000; Kirat, 1989; Wasburn and Burke, 1997).

Studies of professionalism consider how a journalist is socialized to take on the
role of news professionals. Gatekeepers learn what is newsworthy through this process of
socialization (Shoemaker, 1987). In these studies, ethnographical research methods,
including field observation, questionnaire survey, and interviews, are employed to reveal
the news selection criteria used by news professionals (e.g. Bublic and Sitaraman, 1998;
Peterson, 1979; Tai and Chang, 2002; Wilke and Rosenberger, 1994). The relationship
between news professionals’ background and news value is sometimes examined (Chang

and Lee, 1992).
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Some other media-oriented factors that have been examined are those associated
with the nature of news organizations and their market. Johnson (1997) called them news
organization factors and market factors, respectively. News organization factors include
media size, profitability, number of foreign editors, and the use of wire service. Examples
of market factors are market size and number of immigrants in the market. Very few
studies have investigated these news factors. Johnson (1997), and Cho and Lacy (2000)
compared international coverage in a number of newspapers to identify differences

among them. Various media-oriented factors are then tested to explain the differences.

Much of the previous research on international news determinants has not
attempted to conceptualize their findings to a more abstract level. However, some studies
did embed themselves in established communication theories. For example, Haynes
(1984) and Meyer (1991) empirically tested the structural theory of imperialism of Johan
Galtung (1971). The concept of hegemony has been applied to analyze the political
functions of the mass media (Thussu, 2000; Shoemaker, 1987). Research has been
conducted to reveal how ideology has affected the coverage of international events
(Cassara, 1998; Kim, 2000; Kirat, 1989).

In recent years, a revised version of dependency theory has been applied to the
study of international news flow and coverage, namely world-system theory introduced
by