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ABSTRACT . P

4 »

Determinants.of Lanquage Assimilation in -
Three Ethnic Groups in Canada .
. N

”

Janice Paocla Clarini

.
W

Language assimilation as a component “of ethd}c identity

change has become - an ared of concern for the socgologi§i.

N §
PR 3

This thesis examines the different determinants of ”langhpge'
”~ N2 . i

assimilation for Greek, Italian and German immigrants in

Canada. These determinanpts have been ‘classified according
( v . -

.to’ background characteristics, .’ socio-economic

v A4 o N i N . .
chHaracteristics and family ' characteristics. Particular

attention 1is given to factors relatéd to the latter and the

o
effects these have. on language assimilation. ‘.

?

/

The Family Files-of the Public Use Sample Tapes of the 1981

£

Census of Canada were used as ‘the sources 6£ data. . In order
to test the impact of these Eaétors on language assimilation
regression énalysis is utilized. The finéings suggest that
family charécﬁeristics are‘important in determining whether

the ethnic language will be mdintained -or whether the

language of:s the majority will be adopted - and that

intermarriage, moreso ° than any of the other family

characteristics affects this, This is génerally ‘consistent

with those exp;cted,,with the coefficients btoduged haviné'

the same direction as proposed. .

+
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et INTRODUC@;ON
. \ ‘44' ! - ‘ K "’ o ' » ' N . ’ A ( ’ ts * L]
= V \\ The study of language has 'become an' area of recent

'conéngghﬂfor Jphe soc;ologxst. Presently, ‘much energy is
being dlyected,towatds the ‘study of languages and their
. ﬁaintenance or abandonment in favor of other‘languagesm' One

- - .

v area in which thxs 1s becomlng increasingly more obv1ous is

in" the - area of ethngcxty, as it provides an arena im whlch

displaced pgpulatlons can be examxne% in relatxon to ethnxp

LR

language maintenance or loss.
o Langﬁage, ia‘ the use of a set of symbols with shared
meaninge. Language provides: the basis for communication and
v . is the é;ime vehicle bytyhich culture is tr&nsmited (Haas
and Shafir, 1978; Goffman, 1977; Vallee, 1975). Language is
| but ' one of~the elements involved in the soﬁia1'!;stem wnién

facllitatbs integration ‘into thé - host society: - Whereas °
language umaintenance ié a concrete expression-of language
loyalty. I'anquage abandonment is viewed as an ‘expression of

L language antipathy (Kloss, 1966) This can bg taken one”ﬂ““

. /

step further in hypothesizing that language ~antipathy is

“related to a further loss of ethnic. adentlty. .

Immigration to Canada finds the immigrant confronted
with the task of acquiring néw skills, learning to perform
» - - By
new roles and  acquiring a.new set of valuesf One of .the ~

mest\important skills cdncerned ig“that of learning to speak

Rl . -
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English or French, depending on the province of resgidence in

. ’ Canada. . h R
. .

* ‘
—_— "

{ * ' - . Y

Assxmllatxon and acculturatxon are concepts applied " to. )

’t'ihhe quality - and degree of change in- norms, values, customs
' end;énteraCtions whlch occur .in an immigrant group upon
entering a ‘new ) oountry or society (Zieglef. 1972).
Individuéls entering“ a new society, - to some extent or

. another become involved 1n the process of ad]ustment to new

ke k-

'

B ' values and behaviours they come .in  contact with.
Acculturation invo;ves changes in culture, or; more
specifically, the ieﬁfﬁing“of new roles, norms ano customs

~ and ‘the' lnternallzatxon ,of these— patterns of‘behaniourl

. ‘ (Jansen, 1971). Llngulstlc acculturatxon is said to, have |
~ A . [

'

—»occured when there has been a. chanqe ln the language used by
an ethnlc group, without a cortespondlng loss of the ethnic

tongue (Anderson, 1979).

.. Assimilation, on the other hand, involves social change.
. " as geen through involvement in both formal and informal

relationships with members of the host society. The former

results in the ethnxc group' S xnvolvement rn the economic,
™~ . ')" v

. A political ;and cultural sectors of the ! host socxety,/whxle

the latter implies that interactxon on a day,to~day basis xs

Bl
L

occurring with the host soeiety. This ulblmately represents-

v

] a change in reference groups, as the} ethnxc group becomes
- € ’ ' i: Tt

integrated into the majority, (Anderson, 1979,‘ Hdas and

-

o~
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s.
i

. shafir, 1978).' Porter, (1965) further develops the " concept
of etructural assimilation, in‘stating that this results in
equality of -status as brought about by the ethnic grou?s‘
involvement in the institutional structure ef the host
‘socjety. Linguist}c assimilation occqrs when the language
of the majority is accepted as fne language of thefethnic
group. Although there is concern with the  study of
assimilation, - this study focuses on one‘index: language

assimilation.

Llngulstlc change on the part of an ethnic group is to

| some extent an 1nd1cat10n that the process of absorptlon is

occurlng.‘ The adoption of a new 1anguage is one means by
which movement away - ‘from h1dent1f_1cat10n with the ethnic

group and a more pronounced identification with the new

1

society “;s— measured. Retentioﬁ<of one's native tongue can

lndlcate a rontlnued empha31s on ethn1c1ty (Anderson,. 1980;

Lal,',k§7l). However as Anderson and Frederes (1981) p01nt
N S

out, lidépistic change does not: necessarily predetermine
. N - . >

ethnic ‘identity change'(l). Cultural traditions faced with

k3 ~ lad
£ % - - - s
- - - - -

(1), Anderson and Frederes describe possxble complxcatlons by
-statlng that some ethnic groups are ethino- tellgxous groups
and’ do not emphasise language. Furthermore, it is possible
to continue to exist as an ethnic group even if the
. traditjonal mother tongue 1is’ lost. There are many .groups
who-have lost their national language as well as other
customs but who continue to view themselves as one, separate
. from .the majority. The degree to which a group feels that
their " identity is being eroded by changes in language
. dominance, is .related to the emphasis that they place on
'language ‘as’» an edgsential part of identity. {i.e. the
Chinese) . : o
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religious distinctiveness:lmay maintain such identity even
when there is language loss. Despite- other factors which
may mitigate its effects, linguistic change still remains an

9

important component in identity change.

As élready stated,.one of the principai components of
ethnic iéentity change is lingquistic change. Many ethnic
g;oubs adopé the language of the host society in. order to
facilitate their interactions with  ‘this . society and yet
pontiﬁue to maintain'the ability and desir; to . speak their

mother tongue. Other ethnjc groups 'lose this ability and/or

desire in favour of total adoption of the language of the

majority. . Many  factors’ influence whether the ‘ethnic

language will be retained to any QFgree in the new country.

LI

.
.’

«» In this study I‘hope to ascertain what factors, if any,
+influence an ethnic group once it has settled in Canada to
adopt one of Canada's two official landuageé as fheit| own.

Some groups become lénguistiEBQly-—accomodated, as seen

" through their ability to speak the new language and at the

same time maintain thex old. Although this brings about
eqﬁality ih:respect }é_cqﬁmﬁnication skills, the fact ‘that
they retain rtheir ethnit language separates t?em from the
dominant gr6upﬁ Other groups become linguiggically
assimilaéed and use the language of the‘majopity in place of

their ethnic lanquage.’ One measurement of linguistic

assimilation is the use of the language of the majority in

~ . N
v N ~ [ f

. - - 2
. v

S

-

S
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the home as this is one environmeat®in which it is possible
“to continue ysing the ethnic language. As Hayden (1969f

o

poxnts out, active use of the mother tongue xn the home is

ptxmarxl tesponsxble fcr enabling the cblldren to master it

and to cbntxrue using it. It is those factors, *nfluenc1ng

v L

the adoption’ ©of the lanquage of the majority in the hcme

AY

that this“‘éﬁudy"will”'dga} with. Furthermore,~ since
N ) N ! - ¢
di ffecént ethnic groqgs va immigrate d to Canada at various

e

times and under totally dxfEe'ent concltxons it 1s felg that

: . !
a comoa:atxve study will ac1lxta e in ‘ﬁEﬂtLEYLUg wretbe'

! T — I
similar fac orSsﬂrfluenqe 1i nng:t‘c asea”%hra ion for - all

- N

ethnic groups. For this reaSon, ’ﬁecmans. Italians and

v
£

Greeks are being utilized in order to-examine which " if 4ny
! _ \ LU ‘

'Eacto;énJhave influenced their ,abi;vcy to maintain their

nat{ge languages.

0

0
s

.
s e

Inﬁene;al, im. is felt that. linguistic assimilation

,preceeds structural assimilation. -:Once an ethnic group

c \ ‘ Y
. .

adog S the language of-- the majority,. other things beiné

[ s

equal, LL begirng the proces? of abécrptlon into the larger

[

society. It is felt.thah language is an 1mp9t:ant component
. A S

A 4

A

R

J
. of ethnic identiry for-all ethnic groups, and that the loss

/ 2

of mother tongue will lead” to a further loss of ethnic

\ A . - e L.
identity. y : ‘ o
x L X “.,' \

LS
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"LITERATURE REVIEW s

Factqrs‘Affe&ting finguistip Assimilation -

4

~
4

Tais'section will dea£¢z}£grthe évailable literature on?”

4 N o

linquistic assimilation especially that whicb'hgs helped to

. - ' .
identify factors . which have promoted this type' of

.assihilatiog. ‘Studies conducted in both Canada and the

d - ‘ . 3 ’ .
- Macro Level Determinants %? Language Assimilation

<the"Specific make-up of the ethnic CF

i "; "

.Entrance Status 2.

United States ~ have - been utilized as they have all

facilit;ted the developﬁent of 'theories .of 1linguistic

]

assimilation, ' ‘Both ' macro and micro level determinants of
language assimilatign will be identified.

'f L) .
By N

-

e
s
T
L]

T ¥

The detérminants of language . assimilation to “be.

discussed in ' this ‘section ‘are at fhe macro level. They
Lo . 2 K N .

iavolve the community as ‘a whole in fhat the focus is upon

-

Y

N\

: - < AN ST
The entrance status OT an ethnic group plays a jarge

~

A
l

-role in the immigrant group's introduction -to the host

.society. Immigrants tend to a&riqe in a new country with a

~ @ .
\

'depressed entrance status' (Horna, 1879). This ;é

o f

manifested in terps of occupatiopal- status as well as
) — ) : !

educational status and income opportunities (Driedger, 1978;

L i N rd
X

L T
.

N
af
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!

- Porter, 1965). Entrance status further implies that the

- precesses of assimilation ‘will be defined by the ?ost
\ .
society and" that the immigrant group will be sh%fected to
I

: . . . T R
*these processes in“order to achieve integration. f these

R

are adhered to, entrance status position can change over

" time, depend%ng on the judgemenﬂk\g% the host sociéty.

e

Those ethnic groups that were among the first to settle

in North America quickly moved out of their entrance status

——— t [

posifions to more prestigious ones. Groups that arrived
* early in North American history had an opportunity to settle

’:,on prime land (Porter, 1§§5). Séttlérs were wélcohe as they
éfought wifh them skglls that could help to develop the
. 60unpry. Furthermore,. their early arrival allowed ghem to
easily secure é&ploymeﬁt in .én ever growing coungrxJ As
- _industries developed:’ mgnpower"was required and the
immigraﬁ% quickly féund "employment. . As moré&immigraﬁts
arrived from ozbet parts of Europe, these . first arrivals

were able to improve their occupational status by becoming.

supervisors and employers of more recent arrivals.  These

- .

'eétly immigrants seem also to have been able to move into
highe? educational ang, income status groups (Porter, 1965;
Anderson andh Frederes, .198l1). For, these ihmigrants the
adoptioﬁ‘o{ English or French went hand in hand with
”Rmovement up the social 1ladder (Driedger, 1§78). As they
became responéible for other people in the work force, their

communication skills also improved such that they could

.":ﬂd_’ . ¢ N .
. N .

s
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share a common'language‘with the majority. .

o
-

i

The entrance statys of a group is influepced by tle -
views of! those who see themselves , as true Americans or
Canadfans;'that ls,’those who were born in North America.
Attitudes are held about the abili}? of various ethnic
:groGps‘eo assimilete by the main chegéer groups. These
groups seem ﬂ ‘be .more llkely to accept, and respect the
languages of thOSe grouﬁs whose pxesence in Notrth America
goes back to the early days of colonlzatioe. The ethn{c
group's ability to effect the history SE the country is alsi
‘dependent on the sfzeﬂof the gtoup§ (Kloss, 1966; Anderso
. and'ExederES,‘1981).“.Such‘historical priority has. led t
,tﬁe' formation of large Spaﬁﬁsh,'French'and German qreas‘in
vythe UfS.A. The use of a language oficially, prior to
.Anglicihgtion, seems to have accorded these languages a,
,deggee o§ prestigei'which :has helped to maintain their
recogmition by the population as a whole’ (Kloss, 1966y«
Fusthermore, the use of a language internationally, affofds
"it a certain prestige which® can be a source of pride ;d; the
ethnic group and can therefore lead to its being beEter
aceepted by the host socxety (Giles, Bourhxs‘and Taylor,
1977) . Agaxn, this is not always the case as seen wzth Fh
French 1in Canada. Although French is respected a$ an

international language, its recognition in the rest of

"Canada remains a problem. ,
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Trends in Immigration

- S
? v . B . '

For many ethnic groyps immigration' tb Canada has
vittua11y|ceased'(Anderson §nd Frederes}_ 19&;).7 Although
large quhbers of German and Dutch immigrants ag;}ved in
Canada during th; 1800's and eariy 1900'5; immigréﬁiqn today

has drastically decreased for these groupé. For those

L)

ethnic groups that no longer have new members arriving in

\ ‘ “
Canada, the necessity to speak their mother- tongue has

decreased (Millet, 1979): The arrival of new immigrants

reinforces the use of the national language as older

——

immigrants :once more feel a bond with their native 1land.,

N

Fﬁkéhermoré, as members of “the' ethnic ggoup age; the
ﬁiability‘bf the group is threatened (Anderson and Frederes,
1961).‘ Social dynamics of the éthnic group such as language

spoken may end if youngé; members are not present to uphold

5

{ them. Fiﬁally,“ immigration policies can éonsciously keep .. -
certain groups in a minority position such. that numbers will
not increase and qssimilation will be facilitated (Giles,

Bourhis and Taylor; 1977). ; 9 ] o
Place of\Besidence,bf Recent Immigrants . -

L]
]

[ —
As members of an ethnic group arrive 1in Canada, they _ ~

tend to congregate in areas where other members of‘their

' ) ethnic group have already settl?d; thus creating territories

in which the minority language is the principle tongue‘used

. s
-
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. 4

in daily communication and interactions. Large communities
of 1Italians, Greeks, Chinese etc., are visible throughout
/ . <o

Canada. Within these commuﬁities, the home . language

»

continues to be wused -in local blsinesses as well as in”/

8
informal groups. Residential segi;dgtion reduces the -need

-

to learn the language of the majority in order to survive
day to day as tasks can bq completed without this knowledge

. (Anderson gnd Frederes, 1981). For many, this eliminates

[

the need ‘to open channkls of communication with members of
the host society -"and thérefore to become exposed to the.

language. . * : -

Do s '
¥, )
L4

“ Two factors tend to influence the maintenance of
language ih terr;torig; establlshed by mxnority groups

(Kloss, 1966,_Fxshman, 19725 Anderson, 1978). Sett}ements
estabished by ethnic groups’;£ich are isolated from the rest
of thedpobulation are lesg'éxposed to the}masority language.
In éuég settlements, the ethnic group ils better able to
promote their ethnic tongue and/ ignore th

t "of the host

_society.: Thigf leads to the premise that ethnic groups who .

have settled in rural areas are less likely to have been
linguistically assiz}latéd than those in urban areas. With

the 'édvent of mas communication an - transportation,

1solat10n is less 11ke1y today (Kloss, 1966). Cdnsequently,
xthe numbers of ethnlc members and the sijze of the territory
ﬂthey have settled" hdﬁ become 1ncrea91n ly more important to

language malntenange. If the language xsland is small, the



|
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\

”éhances of its being séallowe§ up by the language of the

majority becomes more likely. Maintenance of the hnic

«\-.

language requires efforts and Flannxng. On the other hand,
the larger and more isolated thb ethnio group is Tfom the

rest of the host society, the easier it is to mainﬁéin the

national language of their home land (Kloss, 1966).
Institutional Completeness

Outside of informal contacts, the concept of

institutional cbmpleteness also  affects the retention of

'

ethnic tongue. Many ethnic groups participate in formal

[
organizations involving other members of their ethnic group.
S
This reinforces the use of the national tongue in contacts
, ]
within that group (Driedger, 1978; Anderson, 1978 Haas and

Shafir, 1978; Jansen, 1981). Breton (1968) found thét the

.presence of formal institutions 'in the ethnic comﬁunity

. . . ; . ¥
serve to minimjize contacts with the host society and to
: .- 1] A ¢
increase social relations within the ethnic group. If an

ethnic group is able to organize itself; it reduces the need’

for its nembers to go outside the group to have their needs

met. The development of ethnic media and services allows a
degrée of indgpehdence from the host society as well as
minimizes the ethnic groups' contact with the host society.

Consequently, these ethnic goups stand a better chance at

LA . : .
regsisting adoption of the language of the majority.

o
S
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/which*’provides‘ thema with common belxefs and goals (Lax.

L. M . E
[ / ¢
b / N ” -
3 * *
° .

Rel@giow/ n f , ', ’ ) ', g “~%

/ ‘ B .' - ke ( S
*/éne organization. that heips_‘to bolstef Janguage
ma intenance is the churchﬁ‘ Many ethNIC groups tend to .unite

s.a collectivitifonce_nin Canada through thelr rellgxon“

4 “ A .

N

1971, Anderson,sl980) .For many ethnzc groups, the church
is set in their ethnxc communxtf'and prov1des a settlng in

which the ethnic 1anguage contlnues to be utilized, Millet

~

(1979) proposes that strong mxnorlty churches support‘other

v -\' Al

'mlnorlty 1nst1tut10ns whxch result in: an, 1n¢rease in'
‘ S

,lnstltutlonal completenessi Commlttment to one s re11g1o

is therefore another vehlcle by whlch 1deq§1ty thh ‘the home

W 8 ,/.

land ,can~ be malntalned "IF an ethnic group shares thexr

‘e e

-~ A 0 v A

religion with other‘ethn1c groups, seerces w111 be. provxded
in the“ language ~of the ma]ority, as th1s IS the languaqe

famlllar to all thosé who share the relxgron but who do not

\ ;

share ‘a dommon :ethnlcxty Moreover, the -presence of .

’

Y
¢hurches-within the\ethnlc communxty do not pnlycaffect the

soc1a1 relatxons of those who use them.' Acqprdlng to Breton

o N :

(1968) even those who do not attend church tend to have mbre

VRN

in group relatlons when * more than bne ethnic church xs

1y h N ” At " W \; N .
, ) ) . . C
present in the &thnic community. . T,
' v . ;{ . . EN
. L LT G , )
Language maintenance - 1is found  to . exi'st fhore

v s
e g 3 -
r . -

specifically in religious groups (Haas and Shafir, 1978; '

‘Kloss, 1966). Many ethnic groups immigrated to North

o K

-

wr
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Americq‘ as a result of religious persecution in their home

- ~

land, and formed self-sufficient sdbletles 1n the new 1land.

Ethnic identity, for these groups, is based on an explic;t

.ideolﬁqy. Consequently, these groups are more res111eug to.

> e . .
the process of assimilation than are those grouék\ghnse

identlty is not grounded in the culture of their homeland.

¢

Many of the former maiftain their ethnic language for the

sake of the preservation-of their religion rather than for

~

- the sake of the language itself (Kloss, 1966) These lines

are, quite often blurred t .

/

Parochial Schools . Y

i/
’

* For many ethnic groups, the\prlmary factor in_language
maxntenance .is that the preservatzon of thelr relzglon led
to the foundzng of paroch1a1 schools. Inl order for
religious bellefs to be transferred to their chlldreni these
schools were established and the children were instructed in
the ethnic Iranguage. For the establishhentmof parochial
schools to.be bossibleL the etﬁnic group itselfwmusﬁ involve

larqe numbers of lndlviduals who support the institution.

l

Furthermore, a certaln -level of 1ntellectual funqtlonlng—

[ 4

must exist such that specific individuals who possess the

necessary skills can organize others for participation in

this institution. One finds that parochial schools exist
. ) / ) T
for those ethno-religious groups who have settled in large

numbers in ,concentrated settlements, and who have members




[d

capable of organizétion of the masses (Kloss, 1966).

) S~ ~
' ~ ' ! . -
v T : : .

o~

. In the past several decades, legislation against use of
1.3

a

L]

foreign language «n schools has resulted in a decgease on
@ the overall use of the mother tongue (Anderson, 1978; Kloss .

1969). . While there have been periods in history in which

ethnic schools have promoted the use of the ethnic 1anguage,

presently, these schools offer, instruction in the ethnic

o

language for only a small part of the ﬁay,yﬁﬁle the majority

i of the instruction occurs in the language of the majorlty

[
S—

This has resulted-in attltudlnal changes among the children

! ¢

in the schools, who now bend to see the language itself as

.
~

" just another subject they must study. N .

‘Micro Level'beterminants.of Language Assimilatibn
- —— - -" ) 131
This section will deal w1th the. 1dent1§1ed micro level
‘}\ ‘ '
déterminants of language. a551m11at10n. These determf%ants,

are specific to the 1nd1vidua1 WLthln the ethnxc group and

"

do not lnvolve the make up of the communrty or“of the group

as a whole,

Intermarriage <

Qe A decrease 1n 1mmlgrat1on from' the native land can

’ reéult in- an increase in marrxage outside the ethnic group

(Millet,:197%; Anderson, {978). As exposure to rhe oew

rl‘.‘.
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society grows 1iand tiés to the bld socxety " decrease, E
individuals begin to make contacts with 1ndiv1duals joutside h
their ethnic groqpﬁ Once’ thxs occurs, the need to retain
the ethnic language - decreases. "o In s1tuations Of‘
intermarriage, the \high‘status language tends tgvsuﬁﬁxve as

the languag; of tne'nome‘and‘df bhildreafing (Giles, Bourhis

‘_and Taylor' "1977).. In a study of Germans in Saskatchewan,

,McLaughlln (X985) found that the Erequency of English bELH%

P

spoken in the home 1ncreased ‘when one of the spouses were

4
-

" not . German. " gbnsequently, if an immigrant marries a‘_

’Canadian, the landuage‘ of the latter will probably be

~ =,

Iutilized~in'the home due to its high status. If two

-~ ' y‘ -
individuals of dxf?et1ng ‘ethnic origin marry, one cah :

presume that 'the language of the majorlty will‘ be adopted

uniess one of the individuals is also fluent in the language
p

of his/her spouse. Intermarriage has become . a trend for .

P

many ethnic groups and brings with it a re—def@nlthn of

' ¢ v et ' v N vt

ethnic identity if not its de-emphasis entirely ; (Anderson, .

1979; Millet, 1971). . T A B
' - 3 N . . v . 1
‘ Sy
L I 2 :
. . . N " . “-o .
Occupation R . o e
* . - y - ;o L . .
v - - .o .
- . . B I ": "

Many ethnic“groups immigrated torbanada and the U.S.A,
during periods where Jabodrers we;e in demand, This ledﬁ}to/ K
ST N Al

ﬁopes of securing *empldyment and providing, a " secure -

environment for thelr ‘families, whlch led them to settie ,in.
ﬁ )
Notth' America where .the prom;se of opportunlty exlsted .
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LV

Hany of these_ individuals immigrated from turaf areas 1p

Europe where poverty was-the norm. Although, they lacked‘

. both ..educational tralnlng, and - occupatlonal < Skllpr S
. .- «nb’\ B - ~
opportunities existed' in qéndustrles such -as construction, S
’ ! &t -
,—-—)’/ L

Imining, and manufacturing.‘ For tnese Lndlv1duals it was not .

3 .-

necessari' to adopt the language of the majority in,the work

, place,\one. area where new language' skills are readily

transmitted. They . could . .find others who shared a 51mqlar'

-

.ethnic origin and could therefore communicate w1th ‘them in °

‘ aSSLmllation, although some contradlctory ev1denqe can be - N

. ne

_Education ) ' \ . o . ;

‘1nab111ty to learn a new language (Jansen. 1979; Lal, 1971?

!

the shared ethhic tongue while leapning only those . . =

expressions necessary to function. ‘This  occupational T

-~ . -

segregation 1lessens the chances of learning the language of ¢
the host society due to.lack of contact with those who speak .
the language of ‘the majority. -

-t B ’ -
4 ' . S y o N A

.
N 3 . s .
' . ™ oy . ’
. v R
4 . - ‘ [N
L]

Educatlon also seems to p?ay a  role in language -,

found - Some authors indicate that low levels of educatlon

i Ve
[ o -

* -

in an melgrant group cohtrlbute to their resistance and L 5

Feelings of being.subordlnate related to lack ' of educatlon A

"in a, society wheré"educabion is valued can resqltaln

- . i
K ) x ‘

'1mm1grants stxcklng together and maklng llctle effort.” to

-~ * -

"learn the new language. Lack of tlme due/to job. demands ‘as 5

well as feelings of *insecurity. around learning a new’ skﬁ)l -
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< detet:-them‘from attendipg sChoolhto learn the new‘langnagef
)_“ - Furthermore, as Klossx (L969) lndioates, low educational
levels hamper the formal development of ethnlc instxtutlons.
to 'facxlltate the malntenance of thex: mother tongue.‘j

- Leaders“fwho possess qualelcat1ons made p0851b1e through

s educatxon afe necessaty in an . ethric communlty, such that

a

-

T ~'ethnxq 1nst1tutions can be establlshed in order to maxntaln
. ‘W’the ethnic languagew ‘If these 1nst1tutlons \ a}e ot
- - . devéloped, the’ second generatxon is not shlelded from the

new language and,contacts wath it brxng for” them a greater

" identification with | it- and movement away. frOm use of the

A

ethnic tongue. - This is pot\necessarlly the‘case for groups.

.
" o - “

-.whose main objective " is the malntenahce of -:eligious

" beliefsg. For thése,gzbups language malntenance results ftom (
\ the malntenance,of rel1glon. qif‘w RSN |

<t - . i 5 , ' . : s

5 . . The"immigtAtiqnf‘ofr‘individuals with higher’leyels of -
T | education 1has _Vvarying effects ‘“on% ethnic language'
maintenance.' These indlviduals prove to feel betteg

egu;pped for success ih the new socxety, and therefore 'are‘

more assettzve'and possess a-greater degree of self respect
(Lal, 1971, Kloss, 1969). Pride in nationality can,. in

turn, lead to conscxous efforts "and planning in \the »

\

mmxntenance of ethnlc language through the organlzatlon of.

% . ethnic clubs and‘.'schools ' in which _ethnic language
Vo ) L o

maintenance can be facilitated. v (

LI
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» Stud;es of Germans, Ukranians and Poles (Anderson,

1979). ‘as well as of Greeks (Gavaki, 1977), have found.that

v
-

use of ’ the language of the maJorlty 1ncreases through high

schcql graduates but decreases for the university educated.

-

Klpssthishman and Nahirny (1969) point out that higher

»

levels - of' education in members of an ethnic community can
also have negativé éff;ct; on ethnic language maintenance.
Higher 1evels of- educatlon often result in greater mobility,
both occupatlonally and geograpxcally as well as a greater
desire. “to become 1ncgrpotat¢d into the new society.

1

Furth ore, Fxshman and Nahirmy (1969) point out that

[

although many cultural leaders maintain and pfomote their

ethnic tongUg, inevitably much of their communication with

’ qQthers occufs -in the lanéqage of the majority. Furthermore,’

many cultural organizationss have opened their doors to
‘ ~ . . o .

anyone-ggho ,is - intetested in that culture and therefore

éhhnic'ladguage'maiﬁt\?qnce is no longer a characteristic of

id

the ., members . or % priority ' of the . organization.

. . . oo a
Cansequently, :it would 'appear that although present day

. leaders and instiéutions can help to maintain ethnic

language, they also are more tolerant in many cases to the

learning "~ of the language of thé;majority, Finally, the

4

adoption ‘'of the point system in Canadad saw immigrants

‘earning 'pointé . for’ . knowledge of English or - French.

Thetefore,'thesa more recent immigrants are likely to have

their own languagahésﬁwell4as some knowledge of Engliﬁh or

French.® - ' ' e o
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Presence of Children

s
’

Ih order for linguistic = assimilation “to occur, the

Y] ¢ . ' ! .
intp contact with the new language

e , , i? ' ’ - -
(Chila, 1943). The school system .provides a setting for

children of immigrants to have contact with the languagé of

the majority. This system forces the individual to take
a . ? o

“‘part in social situations where rewards and punighments are

administered by persons who are natives of the new culture.

"The adoption of Carfadian traits, behaviours and language is -’

met by the approval of teachers and the friéndship of peers.
Thisn“perfodf alsol.can begin the _process of linguist}c
assimilation for the paréntslof théée children. As children
begin to coqmunickte with each~ather in English, parents

find thesselves, separated from them by |a barrier that can be

N \ .
" broken .only ifv,they too learn this language (Anderson,

L4

1978). In order to maintain their position in the family

adults find that they must learn to speak English such that

‘their children are not forced to become the intgipréters for

“ -~

the family. Cohsequentl}, children play an iﬁportant role

in the socialization of their parents, and help to

. facilitate the .learning of the languade of the majority.

~
\

As ﬁhe children begin to learn the language of the"
majoiity, the ethnic tongue itself is altered. Negolisms,
or slang, are adopted by many of the children, so that

English éxpressiéng or words are used in place of those from

.

b
)



Sty

' (Anderson, 1980). (2)

. : ‘ Page 20
the .ethnic nguage. This introdqces' the indigenous

language to the¢ family in a'prpcticay sense as.,all members

can use these expressions in day "to day interactions

(]

D v . o -
Through many studies involving many: different. ethnic

grdﬁbs in both Canada:and the U.5.A., both macro and micro

)
level determinants of linguistic assimilation have -been

‘identified. The presence or absence of certain ¢onditions

<

will benefit either ethnic ,language maintenance or
linguistic assimilation.
'l,' ' ‘_ \\.’

Summary ;
‘ 2 \ . -\ ¢ .
: The literature reviewed has examined many factors which

are important determinants -of linguistic assimilation. The
adoption of the language of the majority is closely related

» . &g
to the length of time an ethnic group has been 1in North

America and the circumstances under which the group:

immigrated. Furthermore, -attitudes of the host ociety

towards _the " ethnic group influence whether a group will be

)

accepted or will be pressured into agopting the culture and

\ .

(2) Anderson points out . that expressions and words
describing holsehold appliances are the'first to replace
parts of ethnic language. Many English and French words
have been altered and become accepted as part ©f the ethnic
language, i.e. caro for the word car is used (by .Italians,
These words seem to be initially introduced bySthe childfen
and lead\to a change in the ethnic language itself.. ta

/



language oé the host society. ©
Similarly, characteristics of the group such as the
<?>numbers who have immigra;ed ’and the af;as they have
immigrated to will affect whether extensive contact with the
host society will occur and therefore whethes thefr culture
and*specifically their language will be thf;@tened.- Contact
’ with the host society is reduced if the etﬁnic group is able
‘- to establish institutions for tge ‘satiéﬁacbﬁop ofotheir ,
nééds, such as eth;ic schools and ethnic parishes.h where
this occurs, the ethnic 1language can be maintained
indirectly through'the‘mginéenahce of ihese institutions.
In géneral, it can be stated that increased coepact by'the‘
" ethnic group‘with thé host society will'tend to increase the
probability " that ‘thé language of the majority will be-

adopted. In order to.control for these factors, a separate .

. analysis will be conducted for each'group." . . ‘

N ' 4 [/

-

‘Also, other variables such as the type of employment

found ,and the level of education ;qxtained- can either

o R ~

facilitate or hinder ethnic’ language maiftenance. - These

-

“

) . ’ ~
;variables, in addition to the presence of children which.
will constitute part of the.main focus of this study, will

be considered as determinants of language assimilation.

-
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Immigration Patterns In Canada

&

Dt outmn.

The terms multicultural, -pluralist{g and mosaic are
‘&, 1] 1

- ]
often used to describe present day Canadian society.  These

concepts are all used to describe

- number of

ethnic groups reside

a society in which a

within one nation state

‘separated from each other and the society of ﬁQS;wajority by

boundaries.

Elliot, '1971).

(Portérr 1965; Anderson and’Frederes, 1981;

These boundaries can

be clear cut as is
{‘

: . . . : v
evident in -the case of French-speaking Quebec or subtle as

in those that exist in a city 1in which. separate Cethnic

.\

groups.co-eﬁ}st.

v
&

i)

, ° Belief 1in a pluralistic soddety is belief in a system

whereby différent ethnic groups co-exist peacefg}ly, yet

i

maihﬁpin different cultural practices, such as language use

~ a ’ -

(Pdrter, 1965). Within this type of society, it is possible

-

F
.

' country occurs.

4

AV

e for culture to be transmittedlf:od oné‘generation to anothgil
'; n and thgtefore'to survive even after d;Epiacement to . a, new.

Porter'w11965) points out that“in Canada

v

- social control is maintained by the British charter gtoup

’,,;-4\
o~

[

even though an ethnic mosaic exists, léading to segregation

in the social structure. This results in an interdependepcy

ambng ethnic groups as one common political structure -exists

(Anderson and Frederes, 198l1). 3

The U.S.A.

«

- .
has been described

.

as an ethnic melting



1
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4
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‘
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pot, as ethnic groups, upon immigration, have undéféone‘a

radical breakdown of national ties and old forms of

—

stratification ‘(Porter,1965). Yet, this‘ view has been
challenged by various sociologists as they ci%e cases oOf
exxsting Getman, French and Spanish commgnxtxes in the U.S.A

(Porter,1965; Anderson and Frederes, 198l; Anderson, 1980)

,,

: . ’ 3
Attempts have, K been made to trace patterns <of .

/

immigration historically in Canada. According to the work .-

of Elliot (1971) ;nﬁ Ande;son and fredereS'(IQBI), there are-

' five distinct phases in Canadian iﬁmigration. .
N a ' ; .

hase I, lor( the French era enagd with Confederation

and saw the domination of the British both politically. and

economically. Although the ﬁfbportion of Fren;h settlers

grew uptil 1867, this was méinly a resulf of a high “b&rbh

\ rate, rather than immigration (Anderson and-Frederes, 1981):

Phase II saw the arrlval of the Brltzsh nationals to
Canada in the period from 1867~ 1902 Anderson and Frederes,

(1981) p01nt out that British settlers arrived in multltudes
&,

rd

in hopes of thwartlng the French and American. lnfluence in:
Canada. The building of the railroad and canalsg brought

W v ™ ’

+ ' about a call for labourers, attracting members of variocus

ethnic groups (Krauter and pavis, 1978). During both Phase.

I and Phase II, virtual free gntry into Canada was possible

. as population increase was of primary ??pcern (Elliot,

NS
.

> . -

,‘.l

4
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1979).

‘Phase 111, occuring " from 1903 to',W.W.IJ saw the
beginping,/;f selective immigration, ag the focﬁs became
set;&emgnt_of the agricultural land if ‘the West (Elliot,
1979). Thé anadian government developed an aggressive
policy to attract farmers to Western Canada. rhose ‘that
arrived during this sime came with agriculfufél skills, gﬁt
few laﬂgd;ge and educational QKil;s" Conse&uentl§, the
development of concentrated settlemegts composed of éémbérs
of specific ethnic groups became evident (Anderson and

o

Frederes, 198l1). * Such geographic concentration made it

13

[
possible for these groups to maintain- their. culture and

r\

A
Germans, Dutch and Ukraniang arrive in ' Canada (Anderson,

” .

1980). . L R B <

language. , Immigration during this time skg'large numbers of

R

. .
The onset of W.W.I.saw & slowdown of immigration which

»

continugd‘through the depression of(the 30's until the end

P

- &
of W.W.II. During this'timq, laws were passed to restrict, .
! ¢ i

‘bérkain ethnic groups that were not fgasily assimilable from
immigrating éo‘ Canada. A%Ehoug these restrictions were
-lifged, the dominant éroups‘ in Canada maintained general
attitudes about the ability of some groups to assimilate
easily (Anderson and Frederes, 1981). Those immigrants that“

. did se¢tle during this time, were more apt to do so in rural

areas as had those who immigrated earlier. v

,
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After W.W.II, immigration to Canada increased once

more. As industry developed,” labourers were needed again.
and were found within ethnic groups. " The chaiﬁ migration of
the . Italfﬁns, during thisa)time, p(ggiéedﬁ manbbyer in
manufacturing,;” construction aAd:mining. During this time, a
shié% in immigration trends qccu;red in that urban areas
became the fggus of ethnic group settlement. Again, due to
polfr language, occupational .and educational skills, many
ethnic groups éettied in concentrated aréas, thus

establishing close enclaves within uyrban’ settlements
S

s

(Anderson and Frederes, 1981).

-

Thg Einéi{phase of immigratioh, in which Canada is
‘gresentiy invqlved seems to have commenced in the mid 60's
with the adoptign of the point system. This .brougﬁt about
the selgcqgﬁn of immigrants on the Basis of pgﬁnts earned in
‘areas sugh as edqca&ion aéd..occup%tionh l‘As previously
mentioned,: point; were also gjven fogx kaning Englishoor~
French so that the new immigrant was”&ikgiy to‘possgs; some
‘English or French as well as :his' own. 13n§ﬁage.
“‘Consequently, characteristics of" immigfants to _.Canada
‘changed drastically at this time. Ratﬁgr‘than eifensive
immigration of family members. made - poséible through
sponsorship, a mgre’éducated'gfodp arrived possessing higher
levels of education and a wider .variety .of occupational
skills _(Elliot,j 1979). * Furthermore, settlement in urban

areas predominated in comparison to past rural settlement.

N -
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Many immigrants must now agree ‘to settle. in-areas where
employment is avaslable for a“predetermined lenatq\of time,
before Ehey'are accep#ed'into Canada. " Finally, immig;g;isn
from European co#ntries has decreased, while Third 3o:id
immigra£ion haélinc}éaEed-(Anderson and Frederes, 1981).
i 3

It is exXpected that there is a differengg-in the extent
to which linguistic assimilation has occured ;ssociated with
different waves of immigration. Groups that
immigrated éu;iné the Qifst wave og‘ immigration have been
exﬁésed to the new language for much longer than those .who
immigrated during the final wave./QConsequently, it would be
expected ’ that individuals who hg?e beer in the country for
longer would be more likely to have adopted .English or

¢

French tﬁ@n those who are recent immigrants. The three

'groups used in this study have immigrfated as a result of

diffe?ing histofical conditions and have been accepted to
I v . g
-

different degrees by thedggst society, thus neqessitating a

separate analysis by ethnie group.
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A Brief Overvieg of Three Ethnic Groups

\

FERY

/

,/’, 0

L - ) o
/i/////fuany ‘demographic studies of ethnic groups residing in
different areas in Canada have been conducted and have
helped tb develop a ptdfile of these groups. This section

will attempt to trace immigration patterns for three ethnic

groups in Canada; that is, for Germans, Italians and Greeks.
T

Furthermore,‘an attempt will be made to describe such
characteristics and c}rcumstances which have affected the

.process of linguistic assimilation.

- (-

)

~"Anderson and Frederes (1981) found 'that 74% of the

\

total population in 1971 was composed of members of the two

KA

.charter groups; that is, the English ;and the French. Of the

’

. remaining 'iG%,_ Germans constituted 6.1% while the Italians
and Greeks cofistituted' 3.4% and 0.6% respectively., These
ethnic groups have immigrated to Canada at different times

and.under different circumstances.- A brief . overview will

N\

/Eollow. :
. F 2
, x ) : . 7
N 3‘\‘: =~
The Germans . “n

\

»

The Germans were one of the first ethnic groups to
followf&he B}itish and French and settle in Canada. Kloss
(1969) Anderson (1978,1981), ﬂbLaughiihl(iSBS) and Stadler '
(1983) havg prpvideglvaluable information on this ethnic

.

group. R - - R
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.

Some Germ@n immigration occured early in the days of

/ . .
' colonization. These individuals emigrated from a countTy

where their language was not specific only to their country.
B .

Eurtherhore, diverse religious orientations couplea with
shifting polit;caI borders led to problems in the formation

of a German identity. The Germans arrived in Canada with an

openness and willingness to leafn the new language.
- bl

\

k]

- As most of the earlier German, immigrants had been

farmers in Germany, they arrived to settle the fertile land

'

in cCanada. These agr1cultural skills led them to settld in

\
the Western Pralrle provxnces and in Southern Ontarlo. . The

arrival gf other ethnlcsgroups after them, allowed ;hem to
quickiy 1eavehtheirrentrance status \6ositions. This was
also facilitated by attitudes mainEaingd by both the ethnic

group and the charter groups towards.their identity.
Y Lo ’ »

. | . ¢
+ . - 5
b ! L
i
‘

,

in its ploneefxng stage, led to\Feellngs of co- founding the

i

nation. . Atrltudes of superlorlty developed, both towards

Gérman language and German culture, as all agreed that the_

German 'grouﬁ had much to offer this new _country.

Furfhexmére, the pdéitive ,relationship between the German

\

-and British aristoéracy made {t possible to be easily

L]
' 1
"_" . R

- \ . v
‘accepted “in 'one -of . the Commonwealth countries. Isolated

v

societles wgre formed in riral areas where the éxisting

LI

popu;atxonnggs lqw. Within these societies, the Germans .

€

L. b

éeing among the first to arrive in a country, that was’

I



acceptance of the new lahguage and culture.

T ‘ - 'Page 29

began t& develop {nstitdﬁiohs 'and organizatidns ' which

facilitated the maxntenance of their language and customs.Al

German literature was publlshed and was’ made 'evallable.

Furthermore, parochial . and independent schools .were
. ~ . <

. established, thus decreasing the need to, make contacts with

the host society. Yet, there was also a desire to

participate in English speaking society wh;ch led to the

»
' . \ ' '
! ’ \

) ! ' I

During and after both W.W.I and,w.w;ILJ‘a'change was

seen in the attitudes of 'the host'societé'ﬁowards‘the German

A

people.~, Anti-German sentiment developed as news cf_actionél

L}

identlfy themselves as German Canadians whose fate was tied :

to - that of Canada rather than to that pf Germany. The 1921

census showed a marked decréase in-the number of Germans' hq
\ - . e,
admitted to being German in origin. German family names

4

in Europe became well known. This did much to accelefafe.

Hlinguistic assimilation as the-Germans id Canada“began to

became Anglicized ‘'as did names of communities such as:

Berlin, Ontario which became Kitchener. Schcolsf.where

% -

. instruction was offered’ in German were outlawed  forcidg
" ' * ] -

‘children to be taught in the language of the.majofity. ..The

Lutheran Church, which had given up instruction in Ge;maﬁ in

its colleges and seminars hastened linguistic assimilation

as young ministers conducted services in English.

4 v
- N

a
This de-emphasis of the .¢lose link betwéen ethnic

1

L i - P

[

©

4

~

[N
< -
[

-

L
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»© v " > .'corresponding qrbanizatron brought \the German peopie in

- N v . \
iy -
i . b N ’ .

C T contact with - the host sociéty. Intermarrlage betwéen

- \

,
- - ) 4+ \ - N s N s . v

" . intreasingy more evident. e, o
. ) 3 E \, e ~ A *3 ' l ’ " 3
\‘ :i . (" ' . ) " r
A ‘ - o ’ | - ' t .

. As a result, a Shlft in German language use emerged,
= especially among: the young ) Thls shxft appéérs to have’

. , "+ -- resulted in the gradual dlmanlshment of the ase of German.
AU A large decrease Ln the numbers who lmmlgratEd from’ Germany“

in’ the past forty years has~‘also resulted‘ln‘a loss of

s P ¢ Ve “_“

v, 7

.
. . f P [ ‘ s P
.« - P \ T
] N \

o " The Italjans v e , .
< r 1 » . K

"y

- . n

eV
4
N

s - . oL N
.. .o o
S s [
M

L , - Itallans immigratqutoﬁCanada at a later date than did’

EE N - . a
o l - s "
y v oF

5 g the Germans. Jansen (1971, 1978) as well as Zlegler (1972)

[l
L

e~ 4ﬁ&g_1ta11an immlgratlon to .Canada became visible in the 1900' s

M.

w! '*‘ s e [

"g, ‘Economic hardships” in Italy coupled with the aemand for"

«, " % labourers inMCanada resulted in the immigration of many
A v males. These 1mm19rants arrived with little eddgation and
! Ve

' few skrlls,x thus plac;ng them in low entrance atus

positions. Much of the best .land had already been settled,

~.‘ A . . Xy

"

'_inetitufiona; completeness ' helped- to promote, linguistic.’

\ e Qermans ’and people of other ethnic origins .became

e mother*tongue as few -new members ape arr1v1nq and bqinglng*

wrth them the 1anguage of the homeland, S S

¢, 1an§nage‘ and religiong along 'wi;h;ghe breakdown of German '’

- ‘ . o i .- i NI, .
o . . assimildtion.” . Furthermore, ' rural . depopplation - with

¥

i ‘ and Harney {1979) ¢ have studied thls ethnic group .in Canada."
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—_—

o7 leanng the Italxans to £orm small settlements in urban

areas, specifically in Ontario and Quebec.

[l \ \
. . - .
, . N 5
-, N s . R —_—
N " v '
~ .

The end of W.W.I saw the arrival of women'and children

'
¢

‘who. in many cases .came - to join thII husbands who had

immicrated earlier. This Saw: further deveIOpment of the

<

Italzan communlty where ethn;c language "and ,customs were

practiced. The perlod between 1930 throuéh the end of

W W.II saw a decline in Itallan xmmlgtatlon, mostly due to

.

the« development of - negatlve attltudes in the hdst socxety

3
i, - A

W, towards the rlslng-threat of Fascxsm.f.
- ) - ) R Al . ". , £
§ \ . h . Y - NP

A-large ma;orityxof the ,Itallan groﬂi in Canada is

composed of postwa: 1mmlgrants, who wete sponsored by famlly'

.~ - t

members. Attltudes towards ethnzc groups at thls time were

- -~ 1 K Al

becoming 1ncreaszngly negatlve. Furthermore, the Italians

— Y .

continued to be predomxnantly uneducated thh few employment

- skllls. ’COnsequentlg, ‘low entrance,‘status continued to

t-"-”\'
n negatlvely atfect them. ‘ BB : o
) ' ¥, :’ . . ; . * N . * N A‘ N N . ‘ . .

v
M

- *Italian:’ communxtxes _ WLthln larger \urban areas. These

s

R settlements were allowed to exlst by the host ‘society‘ as

they too \beneflted from the atmosphere ‘found in’ these areas,

- oy . R

i.e. the avallablllty of varlous ethn1c foods and setvices.

\ . [ N

With1n these communltxes. serV1ces were provlded in Itallan

N T ! “ / 1

4 o T
N through such channnels as televxslon¢ newspapersvand stg{es.

) (
Yo N -
«* 3

*

Itallans contlnued to’ congregate 'in the,'established(
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The ethnic langquage .cbntinugd to predoﬁinate as primary
group relations did not change, in ﬁhat_ilgaliéns continued
to 1limit their contact% to other ItAIiQns,‘ Yet with the
- immersion of the children into  the schools. .of. the host
soéiety came exposure to the iéﬁguage of @hélysjgrity. This
quickiy resulted in the ;lteration of the ethﬁic language,

as English or French expressions-became incorporated into
) . L .4

LAY

.. their vocabulagy. Italians, in general, have been unable to

~
i

. SN _host éociety, nar did/,theym become involved in. the

. R A .“ . .
establish ethnic institutions .to which they Qgéome loyal.
o .

!

Neither did they become involvedgin the institutions of the

¥

development and maintenance of their own formal institutions

‘ {
such as schools., As a ‘majority of Italians are Roman

.

Catholics, they are able to préctice'their religion in. the
-éstablished English and French churches. Furthermore, as
Latin continues to be: the language of the church in Italy,

language maintenanée through  the: church u‘s not poséible.

-
’ . - o
b4 I g

Since the mid sixties, immigration to Canada from Italy

has decreased. The adoption gf the point system saw more.

\ .
educated and skilled immigrants arriying,in Canada, thus

opening’ up the opportunity  for better employment
poséibilities. Yet fér these ..individuals, the ethnic
‘community to,which they arrived'was very-different.from the

land they have left.‘ Although the community remgpﬁé a close

. AR knit one:ﬂthe cultural norms have changed such that they

¢

support the learning of the new language in order to

Y
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facilitate ihtegration and improvément'in the standard of

13

livihg.

o ‘The Greeks . .
\ /
Lo . 4

¢

The .final ethnicy, group to be discussed is the Greek

gioup. ®tudies by Chimbos (1980) and Gavaki (1977) will

©

cohstitute the basis of this discussion. “
T , : »

>

Although some Greeks immigrated in the eariy,l90b's,
the majority arrived after 1950. To this day, a slow degree

of .integration : has been witnessed within the Greek

L]

- community. Immigration to Canada saw the Greek immigténg

<
———, LY

" orfanized in- communities whose primary purpose‘' was the
» v

»

maintenence of their religion. v

;

. . {
s i~ o

A} hough a majorigy of Greeks emigrated from rural
areas, they found thmselVes settling in concentrated areas
wiéhin larger urban areas. Within these(,communitiq&, the-

/ .
" Greek group was able to est;blish, institutions and
. érganjzations which accomodated the social needs of its
" members. ng gre?test influenée on they Greek population's
sense of coﬁesion in Canad# \has bden its Greek Orthodox
relib}on. Establishment of the breek Orthodox Church in
o Canada has f?cilitated the maintenance of both its culture

‘and its language. The church provides the ethnic group with.

\\\\ a. means by which they céﬁ maintain their ethni¢ identity.

td

Fiy
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As Greeks are a relatively new -group, in Canada,

intermarriage is as of yet low. This toS\Eas facilitated

LY

the maintenance of the ethnic language. .

4

Immi@fation from Greece still existi/today. As ®f yet, ’

it appears‘fhat they still arrive. in low entrance positions
even though individuals are better educated and more Highly‘
skilled. Lack of language skills ‘may account for th%s. '

. ' A

&

As has been discussed, the Germans, Italians and Greeks

M

have immigrated to Canada at different times and under

'different ' conditions. As a result the reception they: have

received ftom the host society has differed. This hgs‘ led
to varying levels of assimjlation, and more épeqificaily;
varying levels of linguistic aséimilatiqn. Coﬁsequently, it
is 'important to conduct a separate analysis for'these three

ISy

groups.

\\\ This study will examine specific factors and the effect
thékL.’they have on 1language assimiia;ion for Germans,
Itgliégs and Greeks. The next section will odtline. the

specifié\\problem to be dqut with as well as the concéﬁks

and their operational definitions.
_.#- .
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- MODEL SPECIFICATION Lo

The Problém ° ' '

- L7
n* . v

.

., The question of language reteﬁtion or language N
assimilation has been one of gteat’éonéern to ethnic groups
who have immigrated to Canada. Conscious efforts and
planning have become obvious oﬁ the paft of man§ groups in
an attempt to mqﬁntain their ethnic langudge in a Canada
where English is spoken by the majority as well as by its

‘Vx

American neighbours. o a

A recent example of concrete planning on the éart of a
language group can be found in the developmenf gf Bill 22 in
Que?ec. Accompanying a decrease in the pirth rate in Quebec
and an increase in intermarriage (Millet, 1977) came a

'cortesponding fear that the French language would not
survive. With 8111 22 came compulsory French education for
chxldren of immigrant parents in the hope that this would
lead to an increase in the use of Prenc@. Policy makers in .
Quebdc agree that schools act as séqializing agents and
consequently are using these arenas to teach and promote the
use .of French. Furthermore, if the premise that children do

socialize their parents 1is true, then it would be safe to

assume that they would introduce the language in the” home.

The literature presented has discussed specifhc factors

which promote language assimilation. Much of the literature

1

.
—
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-

N

. has ‘been focused,on the sthy ‘of specific ‘ethnic gtﬁups
residing in 5 specifié territory and how such factors as
length. of time in Canaéﬁ and educati¢n, among ot%grs, have
influenced the adoption of thﬁ language(of the majority.
arom these studies, various theories of language

assimilation have been developed. Yet gaps in the empirical

-,

“

support for these theories are obvious.
: First, a majority of these studies deal specifical{y
with the study of factors which are expected to affect
language assimilation independent from each oihér. For
example, the effect of level of eﬁucation on language
assimilation has been studied independent from the“effect of
length _of time in Canada. This study will attempt to hold
constant factors which are obvious correlates of other
factors. This will eliminate the confounding effects of
these variables. By holding constant the ‘effgct 'of such
factors as léﬁgth of time in the ne@ country, a more
r;TTZET; analysis of the effect of . other factors can be

attained.

o«
, '
W .
— v 4 ¢

A second prqblem‘in the empirical studies survéyed is
that simple stétis;ical procedures have been‘uséa, .suth "as
crosstabs and simple freéﬁency'éqalysis, to study the effect

- of various  factors  -on iinguistic assimilation.
./ConsquEntly, the findings ﬁave provided us with iﬁformAtion

as to whether or not a relationship - exists between a
\ . - 3.

Y

SN
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- '

variable and linguistic asgimilation and ﬁhether or not this
relationship is éositive or negative. 'ghis‘ stuqy_ will
utilize regression as‘ ‘the statistical procedure.
Consequently, the amount of variamce expléingd in the
dependént variable by each independent variable entered will
be determined. Furthermore, variables will be entered
acéording to chronoloyical ériority; that is, length:of time
in Canada will be entered ptior‘to occupation as the -former

precedes the latter and therefore affects, th&® latter.

Consequently, the effects of family related characteristiscs

such as intermarriage, 'the presence of children add the:

~ y N &
presence of old people in the home on language assimilation

will Dbe déierminedﬂ once the confounding effects of. other

x

variables are eliminated. fey

s

~

r

¢

This study wi}l ;}30 examine variables that have not
been inclhded‘ in zt;he literature to this poigé. In the
literature presented, such factoré as the 'presénce .0of old
.people in the Pome, the age of the individual at immigration
and the number of children in the home have not been studied
for the effects they have on language assimilation. The
inclusion of these wvariables will facilitate an
understanding of the process fhat occurs in lingquistic

s

assimilation. -

Finally, as previously mentioned; ‘studies already

-

under takern have dealt specifically with ethnic groups

residing in a specific area. Studies are available which
N

b R

o



-

¢ - R Page 38

o« .
MO T ¢
L} *
.

examine one ethnic group in one area of the country, or
compare ethnic groups residing in a specifié area. This

study will " look at' three ethnic groups‘écrosé Canada in -

4

order to determine which factors are important ih language
N Y

assimilation for these groups. ' These types of findings wf&l

Q: generalizable to the ethnic groups selected, across

Canada. ' '

-4 . : p

S
Hypotheses’

.

The first general 'hyb?thesis postulates that ethnic
origin is a aetermiﬁant of language assimilation. One
expects that differences in ethnic origin will hglé to
explain differences in lanquage assimilation. This ‘is'

supported in the literature, as various studies have found

A

that due to differing: conditions at immigfation and

diffeﬁ;ng valué“orieptations'among ethnic groups, the extent
to which langﬁage assimilation has occured for ° various
+- . N

[y

ethni¢ groups is not the same. As Kloss {1969) points out,

ethnic’' groups receive different reactions from the host

society upon immigration. This coupled with the ethnic.
' . l -

Ky

group's reasons for immigrating and the feelings they have

]

towards the country in which they have newly settled, will

affeect ' their linguistic assimilation. Germans, who

immigrated wunder fav@urable conditions and who were well

recieved by’the host society are expected to have be e

more linguistically assimilated than either Italians or

A

o
=

i
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. /.
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Greeks. As all other varyables will be held constant, the
true value that ethnicity adds will be determined.
»

-

Given that the -importance of some variables has already

a

beén tested and that these variables have \been found :to

influence lanquage assimilation,-it is also th¥® objective of
this study to.bring to light the effects bf other, more

subtle factors related to family composition. The second

’

hypothesis being tested is that once certain factors related
to background and socio-economic characteristics are

controlled, it is expected” that family related variables

4

will have signifiCant~effects on language aséimi;ation.l The
. ‘ ‘ ‘ - I
variables related to family composition will be added

separately so that the amount of variance added by each one
. b

v " .
can be determined. , "

! i
The first hypothesis with (::ard t6 family - composition
has to do with_the-influence o ‘ ool age éhildren. It is
expected that those famil{;;'who have children in school
wiii be more likely to speak English or French in the home

than those who do not. Children come in contact ~with the

new language through . attendance at sqhool; Once-children

X
attend school, the onus for them becomes _acceptance from

their peers and their teachers. One way of attaining this

'is by adopting the culture and specifically the language of.

vr

their peers. Oncg this occurs, it is expe ed that the
parents will also begin to adopt the new léngua e as efforts

‘ * . . " 3
are made to 'keep up' with their children and to continue to

‘\

-
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z

be role models for them.

The second hypothesis to be tested is as follows. The

presence .of individuals in the home over the age of 65 will
¢ :

explain differences in ‘the degree to which . lSﬁguage'

s

assimilation has occured. Many ethnic groups continue to

maintain an extended family household in Canada.

LY

Immigration thrqugh sponsorship has allowed members of the
extended family to immigrate. Once in *Canada, it is
expected that ‘these older individyals will reside with

Iﬁ,"

family members. Many of>these older individuals feel that

‘ - r
it is too 1late for- them to change many of their ways, .

including the language in which they cémmunicate.
Consequently, one would expect that in households in which

~older immigrants are presert, the ethnic language will " be

R

maintained. ' >

. . L

v The final hypothesis to be tested is that intermarriage
. / ) v

will ~explain differences in. the degree.  of . language

assimilation that has occured. One expects that if one

marries someone who shares a similar qthnic origin and

consequently *a similar lénguagg, they will continue to use-

this language in the home. On the other hand, those

individuals who marry outside tbeir ethnic-group will adopt
e .

a common languagé‘in which to communicate. As the language

of the majority is available and also offers a

f
prestige and acceptance from the’




n

pngable that

thoae

v

-

individuals

4
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ik

. who | marry outside their

'é&hnic gtoup will adopt thxs language with their fam;lles.

following diagram.

.

3

’

2

4

“

The model to be tested can be demonstrated through the
: ' : .

ackgrdund

%

Factors

r]

year of immigration

(EARLY ,LATE)

age ‘of 1mm19rat1on
(SCHIM=1).
-rellglon

¥, ..

. (OTHEREL=1)

Socioeconomic
Factors

education
® (POSTSEC,UNIV)

’

employment_status

(WORKFE=1)"

occupation

Language Assimilation "

(SECOCC=1)

(English or French spokeh

at home; HLENGFR=1) -

&

N

Family"
Factors  ~:

children.
(CHILD=1)
old people.
(OLDPERS=1)
origin of

‘spouse

(OTHER=1)
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. METHODOLOGY
R
The Data Base.

T - W

-

The data are based on the Public Use Sample Tapes of

the 1981 Canadian Census (faq;lx file).' Selecteb from this

sample was a subsample of i iérants conslsting of all males

and females of Greek, Italian anpd German: origin who were

' e

born in Greece, Ttaly and Germany. This resulted in a total

sample of 4562 individuals. There were a,

2

women; 573 German, 314 Greek and 1373 Italian women.

tota} .of 2260

Finally, there was a total of 2302 men; 509 German, 349
Greek and 1453 Italian men. Separate analyses were

conducted for fhe men'and women in‘each subsample such that

differences in the geffects of fthe independent variables on
a Y - )
language assimilation for the two- sexes and different ethnic

groups icould be determined. Separate analyses were also
: A

-
.

conducted for the pooled sample of all men and women so that
DA ‘ ot?

the . imﬁact‘ of ethnicity could be tested. Furthérmore, a
separate analysis was also dbhducﬁed for those women who
gwork, again so that differencgéxin language assimilation for

empioyed»wqmen could be détermined. It is expected that the -

»

effects of  the variables will be different for the

subsamples of women, . thus justifying a separate analysis.
The total number of working 'women from each ethnic group is

193 Greek women, 349 German women and 761’ Italian women.
e Y / -

1

It is ipportant to discuss the limitations of the data '

T8y
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. 4~M
y used. First, the data were not collected specifically for

- use in this study.- Con quently, many variables which were

discyssed _in. the 1literature could not be included in this

v

analysis as data was not available. Had a questionnaire
’ \

been developed to deal specifically with demographic,
=] . t
socio-economic and institutional factors, a more reliable

~

ahalysis would have resulted.

.- ' \ , .
Language assimilation is a complex concept and involves

, ' changes in _attitudes. Orientations must ‘change towards
4" ‘

those 'of the Hhost society in order for linguistic

4

assimilation to.occur. The available Canadian Census data’’ -

did not include any variables related ' to attitudes and

A N '

beliefs. Again this is a flaw of . this study,. as these

\ " , variables’ could not be included ‘even theough is is likely -

' ’ . y ' ' S
that “they would affect language assimilation. Consequently,
[ [y

the, choice and constructxon of the indicators is based

completely on the fcrm in whxch the data were avallable.

' - L]
)

: i . ‘ D .
g X Regression analysis ii% used in this study so that the

o

-~

' %vﬁ' N ‘telative impaogs1of ‘the independeqt variables‘on'lenguage‘
v assxmilatlon can be measured. The variables were entered in
terms of chronologlcal prlorxty such that the confound;né’
effects of variables could be»ellmlnated.\‘ Those varlables'
related to},background characterietics were entered as the

™~ first block, whllewthose related to socio-economic status

vere entered as the. second.. The variables- related to famlly

L3
- @ -
3
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" The Dependent Variable > ’

v

" or Frenchx in  the home will indicate | that language

) - - . page 44

.characteristics were entered individually aftér these two

blocks. Consequently, the relative imbagt'of each family

factor on language assimilation can be determined."

Y : . o - ” ‘
4 S 4
In the hypotheses to, be tested in this study, the
3 (7.
dépendent variable is linguistic assimilation, which can be
o . o

measured by, the language spoken at home, HLENGFR (French,\
English r). As, Canada 1is a bilingual nation, and as this
study includes data collected - from members of the three

etbnie groups across Canada,“the'adoption.of either Enélish

assimilation has occured. Furthermore, adoption of either

[y

are not native to Germany, Greece or Italy No matter what

‘

ethnic origin an 1ndiv1dua1‘feels loyal towards, adoption of

’

‘either . OF \the two national 1languages in Canada will
X ‘ Co ,
represent a shift towards language assimilation. ’ ‘
-h l ' «
{ - . \j o\

¥

thé4Independent’Variables 2

v
o [CY]

o

A mne major relatlonship to be studied in this -analxqis

is’l that between family charactetlstics and language

4
[

assimilation. In order to determine the amount of wvariance

- -

in the ”depgpdent variable explained by the family related

foay,

'Lvariabigs,ﬁ all other 1ndependent yariables _that could

possibly serve to help explain languagé assimilation were

- \
) .
- % b - . ‘ ~
- N - N . Y
L B

\\'

~

* one of these languages would indlcate aSSimllation as sthey '~

L& ¥
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utilizeglas control§vatiables. \

- 4 x s ) -t ' ‘ . o
In order to .control for lengthiof time in. Canada, twbd

A [ 4 . 4 '
. / dummy variables were created for the variable year of,
* . \ .

immigration. The ,Eirst,‘ EARLY, refers- to |, those who

immigrated 'sefore 1955, or during‘the flrst major wave of

\ immigration in Canada. .- LATE refers to 'all ‘those who

ot

immigrated betweén‘ 1§67”« to 1981» or' the most - recent
immigrants. It is assumed .that those who immigxated early

'wi;l be more ass1m11ated than others.‘ One would expect that

-

most of the variance in the dependent va:xable will be

!

explained ; by. ﬁmgLY as . the longer‘ one has resxded xn

s

country, ‘the more likely he/shekwill”be to $peak Englisnu or .
'French " in, the- home. - The reference’ group is those

individnals who’immigrated between 1955 and ‘1967. { Aithough

<
“

those fwﬁo 1mmlgrated ater the adoptlon\of the poxnt system .

. .
ate likely to possess some Englxsh 1or French, these

immigrants Iare‘ less lxkely to have idopted one of these

w

due to. 1ess familiarity-and . comfort wlthithese languages.

~ 5 - "y
P .

* . - H

. ¢ .

N !

Rl g —

W = -The next dummy variable to be cr ated was SCHIM, and

refers to those individuals who 1@mlgrated before the age af

[46. This cut off point was used as ;t ts assumed that those'

v . who 1mmlgrate efore the age of 16 would .be more llkely to
. rs -
have attended chool in- Canada and ongequently to have been

» e

exposed to the language qg the major;ty It is also felt

. . N
‘ ‘. -
‘. . Yo, ¢
, . .
n - s X
y . . . . e
N . -, . N
. . s . T
. ) N
v ~ . I
- - N M e " -
, S . . |
. ., . o
N
,

languages in the“home than are those who 1mngtated earlier‘('

.
- —

LY

[ N
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F
v

‘that Immigratidn at a young age will ‘result in.greater
openness to becomlng integrated in | the host community.

Conseguently, it 1s expected that these 1ndxv1duals will be

‘more'liké;y to speak English or French in the ‘home than

those who were;oVer the age of 162when they immigrated. In"*

i ]

order to ‘construct this. new variable, €hsw¢o lowrng progess

s -

was- used.’ As the 1ntervals used Eor ,ear of.xmngratxon

4 [

were Rot con51stent, midpoints were chosen ““hese midpoifrts

representxng year{ of 1mmlgratlon were s“btracted from the

' o

"Q present age’ of the lndxvrdnal, which was :hen subtracted

(%
v

~£rom the present 'year. fThis tesulted -in--the age at

1mmlgration of the individual. ‘ )

Lo . ! . R .~ . '
A - . .o

. [ L4 -

N The'dummy“variagle,OTHéREL was, created and -repreésents

. ) s ' . . “' .

pee those immigrants - who are affiliated @¢ith religions other
. 4 ~ ’ . ’gbj

than those that are specff1c to their home land. * For he

Germans, OTHEREL‘lncludes all relxglohs excégt the Lutheran

} e
and Mennonite religion as these are ma jor .. /rellgxons ir

.‘)

' I oys,

i 1

Germany. Although many Mennonltes dre Quss an )n ortgin and

% »

entered Germany as reﬁugees,nthxs sample chose onry“those
v ’£‘
lhdlvxduals born \in Germany. For Italxans, OTHEREL includes

.
r.“ +

'u"' all rellglons except Roman Cathogxcs, ubxle for Greeks, ' it

v 'excludes Greek . Orthodox. oIt ’is expected tha% those

i

individuals lncluded dn. the oategory of OTHEREL will be nore

S

,l;kely to speak angrlsh or F*ench in the home than *nose in

\ Fa »
- the referenqe category. One explanatxon for this is that

many ’ethnio groups have been able to form feligious
instithtions where . nat only religious .beliefs but also

3 - s
~

.
.
. . 2
. Ve
.
»
. '
°



" those who have some high schocl education and/or elementary

Page 47

ethnic language _is maintained. Individuals involved in

these formal {nstitutions would be less likely to adopt the

'lénguage of the majoEity, while individuals who do not

affiliate themselves with their ethnic religion will be
exposed to other . languages, presumably that of the host

) £
society, and will probably adcpt this as their own. . This

variable was not used with the pooled sample as it is highly

correlated with the variables icdentifying ethric origin.
. ° ' .

The folloQing threé dummy variaéies were cTreated to
indicate the educaticnal statubs-attained by the immigrant.
The first variable POSTSEC included: those who have more than
highschool education but who have no university education,
This 1includes those indiviahals who have been or are

registered in specialized ‘training prcgrams as well as

certificate or non-certificate.college programs. The second

variablp' créated is UNIV and includes those imdividuals who

have attended university. ‘The reference category/,ihcluﬁes

. .

school education. It is felt that education will pbsitiveiy

Fl

affect language assimilation; that is, E‘ﬁse with more

¢

education will be more likely to speak English or @&ench

.than others, until one  reaches university. ~ Education

increases self-confidence ané the chances that onbk can

. * } *
effectively learn the new language, as it serves as an arena

~ N ot o
in which this skill can he. introduced and learned. Those

A J

individuals who continue their education through attendarnce -

3
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in a university attain a sense of awareness of the

impobrtance of  ethnic language maintenance and would

. therefore be less likely to adopt the new language at home

than those with less than university education.

fr "

The next two dummy variables that were created are WORK

and SECOCC. WORK includes those individuals who at cne time
i

or another have been ‘involved 1in theé labour force. The,

)

reference group is those who have never worked. it is
. . L)

expected that immigrants having participa:éd in the labour
force'Qill be mqté likely to adept English or French at home
than those who have rot ever worked. Increased .contact with
the new language thrgugh employment in the host ’‘society - is
expesjpd to pos%tively influence language assimilation.

SECOCC includes those individuals who are empioved in fields

“

in which there is contact with the general~pﬁblic. The

i

reference group includes ‘those whose jobs are in fields i\in
g J¢ ; ]

which contact. with the public is' not necessary such as

[

‘Construction; ¥farming and factory work. It is expected that

those\-immigrancs who are employed "in occupations which
require contact with the public.have a working knowledge of
either lEndlish or French anéhare therefore more likely to
adogt one of these languages in the home than are those who
do not necessarily use these ianguages in the work place.
It should be noted thét ‘these dummy wvariables were not

LR

included in the same regression statement. One reqfessiOn

‘included all female réspondents and the variable WORK was

'included as it is expected that those indiviudals who-are

S
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involved in some type of rnal employment will be mo?e
likely to Speak English or French in the home than those who
are not. In-the second regression analysis};-only those
fémales' who work were selected. In this case, the variable
SECOCC was included as it is expected that those individuals
who have contact with the public through employment will be
more likely to speak English or French- in‘ the home than
those whose jobs do not involve contact with the public.
This is supported throuéh the literature which states ‘"that
many immigranti/ congregate in jobs where other imﬁigrants

o

are found, thus enabling them to cenverse in their ethnic

a

tongue. Since all men had been employed at Bne time or

-another, separate .regressions for currently working and

non-working mer were not necessary.

The next Jdummy variableto be created was OTHERSP and

was used to test the effects of intermarriage.”  For all

three, ethnic groups, this variable includeé'gpouses MhOidid
not o:ig}nate from the same ethnic groups as.their parctners.
The reference group is thoge spouses who, have the same
ethnic origin 4s their partners. It is’ expected that thése
who mér:y‘outside Eheir ethnic group will adopt the language
of the majority as the language in which day to "day
communication 1is carried ocut. 9On the other hand, those who
marry within their ethnic group wili maintain their“bthnic

language as it is common to both parties.

&
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“
.
-

A dummy variable was also.created to represent those

-families who had individuals over the age of 60 living with

‘

them. OLDPERS represents those familiés who have one or

more people over the- age,0f 60 livind,in their homes, while
) . ‘

the reference group 1is those who have no individuals over
t A

the age of 60 living with them. It 1is expected that the

presence of old people will negatiéely affect language

assimilation. Although the ethnic origin of these

‘indiQiduals is not available,’ it is assumed that they will
¢, . v )

"share a  similar ethmic origin to those individuals

represented in,thé sample.
] : - Y
_Finally, a dummy variable was created to represent the

presence of children over the age of 6, or school aged

children in the home. The variable CHILD represents those
families ‘in which children over the age of 6 are present.
It is'Expécted that changes in language assimilation will be

)

explained by the presenke of school aged children as they

are transmitters of the language of the majority to their

parents. It is expected that because children come in

contact with the new language at school they would be ‘more
! s ,

likely to use the langhage in the home.

kY

Although the 1literature review suggeéted that - bggn

. N ' . . . .
rural/urban place of residence - and province might Dbe

important determinants of assimilation, problems arose ‘when
these were included in the regression analysis. As most

Italians and Greeks live in Ortario and Quebec, - high

-
-
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3

-correlations existed between these ethnic groups _and

.-province of residence in the pdoled sample. Due to this,

\
4

province of residence was not included in the analysis.

Furthernore, it was K not possible to include rural/urban N

place of, residence as well dye to the manreér in which the

-

data were gathered. Major cities such as Montreal, Toronto
and vancouver were included whereas smaller cities  such as

. .3 i
Sudbury and Sherbrooke were not. Consequently, these cities

would have been labelled as rural areas producing a
heasurément error in the analysis. Thus rural/urban place

of residence could not be .entered as a variable.

| ] .
Vs .. ‘ N f

i - &
[

Aéain, it is impégggnt Lo repeat that as the purpose of
this study is to“determine the amount ’of variance in the
d;;gndént, variable explained by’ faﬁiiy’ related
characteristics, that is, OTHERSP, OLDPERS and CHILD, these
variables were entered individuall& and af)er all other '
variables had been included in .the eauationl Furthermore,
as OTHEREL, EARﬁ&, LATE and SCHIM are all related to.~
migration, they were éntered as a block. ) PbSTSQC, UNIV,
WORK or SECCOC were entered next as a bléck." By doingfthis
the confounding effects of these variabygs are ,eliminated
and the true variance in theﬂdependent variable expléined by
the family related variables can be determined.

Ve o

The.first hypothegis, that is, &hat ethnic origin is a

9
.

determinant of language assimilation is tested bx looking at

’

L




‘o - v, Page 52

"all males and females./ Two dummy variables weré then

éreated. The . variable GERMAN included all indivi#duals who

. R
M . . e A Ny 3 s :
were born in Germany and who claimed a German ethnic origin.

. > 1

The variable GREEK included all individuals who were born in

<

Greece and who claimed a Greek ethnic origin. The reference
group was those ind}viduals who were born in Italy. ‘Again,
sepayst% analyses wé;é conducted for males and females. As
all pther variables that are expected to explain lénguage
assiéilation were included “"first, the effects of these=~
variables were conﬁrolléd for. It is expected that once the
- . .
effects of these variables are controlled, the variables

GERMAN nd GREEK will have a significant effect on language

1

assimila¥ion.

In order to eliminate problems of multicollinearity,
. C - "
two procedures were used. First, the tolerence level was

set at .6. Consequently, -an independent variable .is

included in ‘the regression equation only if 40% or less of

PR SO
‘L, M ~ L}

. . . R " . .
its variance is explained by independent variables ‘already
in . the equation.- Next, ‘regreéssions were run with each

independent variable used as a dependent variable... This

L d

eliminates the possibility of independent variablgs being

\

" .highly correlated and therefore colouring the findings. As

a result, two variables were excluded in two of the
eqdations. 'For the subsamplél of All German men, the
variable. POSTSEC was correla®dd at’>vthap'.4 with UNIV and

consequently was eliminated. 'For the' Pooled subsampje of/

@thnic ‘working women, the variable GREEK was also excluded

AN
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from the equation. the’

Tables I through Tables IV show

”

findfﬁgs of the tegtessxons testing, for mult1coll;near1ty.

i

\

( The Pin level (F to enter) wa;\setgat 1.00, so 4hat all
vériables would be entered, Tegardle§§ .of their level of
significance. Thus, the amount of va;daqfe (R.Square) added’
to the dependent vatlable by an 1ndependent variable|can pe

1
determined. N ‘ )
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As stated in the previous section, éhis study is

'conpetned with the effect . of certain family related

\

characteristics on language assimilation. Regresahon vas
E

used so that the relattve effect of these independent

variables“on'langgage assimilation could be measured while

contrblliﬁg for other independent variables in the equation.

AN

: . " .\\ s 2
It has also been used to measure the amount of variance in

language assimilation explained by the combination of all -

L8

variables used in the equation.

w
.

PR

RS

The analyses were ,épnchted separately on twelve

-

subsamples selected on the basis.of sex and ‘ethnicity. The

first subsample' included all men, with the wvariable
2 .o

. 1
ethnicity entered, while the second. included all women.

Next subsamples of male 1Italians, female Italians, male

Greeks,female Greeks, male Germans,and female Germans were
) , :

¢ selected. Within each subsample of women, separate

.

B {
regr?ssions were run “'for . employed and.unemployed women.
Only those variables that are signif}cant at least at .05

will be discﬁssed. ’

*
© . F

oy ’ '
The results of the regresszgn analyses for the pooled
samples. of men and women are ptesenteé in- Tables Vv, VI and

VII. For:.the subsample of working women, the variable GREEK

v ! i P&qe 54 )
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was excluded as the tolerarice-was greater than .6.

, %

ﬂ?heégfanalyseé were conducted to determine “*whether
ethnic origin has aﬂ impact on fhnguage assimilation. The
tables indicate that ethnic origimr as measured through the
variable German has a significané impact on larlguage
assimilation for all subsamples. German mgﬁ are °‘14% more
likely than Italian men to adopt the language of the

* méjotity in the home. As previouqu discussed, Germans have
a more - favourable attitude towards the new language ang
culture due to tﬁe circumstances surrouhding their

~

immigration to Canada. The lack of unification in Germany

t

I .
coupled with the many different religions hampered the

3

formation of a common German identity. This as well as a
s ) ) '
readiness to learn the new language allowed the Germans to

quickly integrate into the new culture. Furthermore, a

+

. s.change in the manner in which they werq perceived by the
& 1 R
hést society, brought about by W.W.I. and W.W.II. saw this

group become even more eager to asimilate.

The variable GERMAN also had a significant impact on

°
language assimilation for both subsamples of, women. When
s - v

considering all ;omed, one finds that German women are 26%
more likel; to speak English o} French at home than are _
Greek women, wy}le when considering German women who work,
one A finds that they are 19% more likely to adopt one of the

two languages than are Greek women. Ethnic origin has a
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-
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. .¢<assimilatiqn,' these results will not be discussed for the -.iv

o Page”SS's

TS

-

stronger impact on language assimilation for tpe subsample

of all women than for that of working women.:

¢ toe

As ethnic fpfigin does have uan, impécgu on lénguage
assimilation, it ié important that separate analysis be °
conducted for each ethnic group. In this'w;;:‘the impact of
different. factors’on languaéénéssimilation can be presented
for each ethnic group such that similarities and differences'

can be determined. Although Tablé"VIII indicates which £

b
other wvariables had significant impact on language’
. . S

¢ 174 .

pooled sample, as interest ligs with the differing effects

of these factors for each ethnic group.
Sample of Males by Ethnicity

Italian Men & ’
f ]
All independent variables were includéd in  the s

regression for the“subsample of Italian men. The regults

‘are found in Table VIII. Given that this study is concetned

R

with the effects of the variables describing family factors,

these will be discussed in detail. wo o~

4
]
¥ »

When examining the table, one finds that the variable
OTHERSP has the strongest impact on language spoken at home.
a . PO | -

Italian men who are married to women‘of ‘a different ethnic

origin are 41% more likely to adopt English "or French at e

~

1
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“ . in the home., It had been arqued that haying children would

Page 57
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- -

home than are those who marry Italian women. For italian

]

men, marriage . outside' one's ethnic group increases the .

likelihood that language assimilation will occur. This
supports- the hypothésis Eﬁaﬁlidentifieg iﬁte:marriage as a

: . \ - . . - R .
family.factor which has an impact on language assimilation.
. - - l : r

'

" The 'variabie OLDPERS ‘has a siénificant nedative—;mpaét ‘

/s

on language spoken at homé; . Italian ‘men who live . with

peoplé over the age of éﬁj&?e 7% less likely than those who
do not to.adopt English or French in the homef Living'twiéh
elderly members of"fhe extended family necessitatés the
qonéinued ugé of the ethnic lanquage as these individuals
would possess more 'skills in this 1anguage;

The last ‘bf the family vari;bles, CHILD, also has a
significént impact on language spoken-at home. ' The ‘presence
of ‘children negativeiy, bffects.rwhethe}'éndiiéh\or French

I'd

will be adopted in the home in that Italian ﬁe@\ who have

-

children are 4% less likely toispéak;ﬁnglish‘or French at

home than those who do " not. - This does not -support " the

hypothesis.'which claims thqt'héving ch;idten will incréasq'~'

the likelihood of -one of the national languages being spoken

increase exposure to the, new language as children would

\

bring the language into the home. Instead, it:.appears that

;for Italian men, having children may incerease the desire to

teach this language to their children and consequently use

-
\

1




L e "

.‘;
h

~chxldren awvare of the'culture from wnxch they come.

Page 58

1
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ﬁtﬁin/the home)‘ Thxs may be tied to a desire to make their

!

\

./\ \\ A - -

i \ ;e . .
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©; AS -was expected, the variable age at ’immigration

- e

«
,/

(SCHIM);vone of the backggodnd. faétors. had sxgn1f1cant

meact . on 1anguage spoken at, home.. Italiano men who

immigrated when sxxteen or, younger are 24% more likely to

.

'speak Engllsh or Ftench at home than are those who,

1mmlgrated 1ater.g Formal leavnxng through involvement in

4

,the Canadlan educat;onal system, which is law untxl at least

the age of 16, facxlltates the learning of ther language of

the host society and iﬁs use in the home.
o
Of the soc}o—economid factors, both ’education. and

occupation have significant impact on language assimilation.

Italian men who have a postsecondary education are 13% more

e ———

likely to speak Engllsh or French at home\ than are those
with -én} elementary or high school edugation. Having
attended college or training program$ fncreaeeS' the
likelihbod Léf adeRting ﬁEngfish or French in the.home as

extended educational experience eases the transition from
the ethnic'language to the new language. ' . BN

. . PP \ _—
R4 u -

1

-

_ Occupation dlso had a significant impact on language
A \ LT -

spcken at home ‘as ‘Igelian .men .'who are 'empioyed _in

occupations in which there is contact with the public are.

4.5% more likely to adopt English or French than thogse who

L

do not~’ work - in occupations in which there is no such

\a

-}
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contact. Those whose use of English or French is . job

rglat%g have a greater opportunity to improve their language
skills. Furthermore, with this comes a greater comfort with

the new language ,whic% facilitates the ease with which it

’

can be.adopted in the home.

* .
. !

{
Examination of the R Square indicates that for Italian

¥

men the variables’ OTHEREL, SCHIM, EARLY, LATE, UNIV, .
POSTSEC, SECOCC, OTHERS?, OLDPERS and CHILD explain 40.1% of

the variance in the dependent variable. Of this, the

- -

majorfpy, or 20.4% is explained by thg variables which
"represent background factors. The variable intéirmarriage
explains 14.6% oﬁ the vériaﬁce. in ;languaée assimilation.
Consequestly, the remaining variables together expla}n only
4.9% of the variénée when all  the others are held cgpstant. 
Therefore, intermatriage is the most important\of thepfamily\'
Eactors; Vériablgs not in the equation such -as those

related ‘-to persohality, intelligence and attitudes explain
' 59.9% of the variance in ‘the dependent variable.

-

i

Greek Men .
T . 4

- " .~ . '(
" The findings for this subsample are presented in:- Table

IX. For the subsample of Greek men, the family factor

[

Q?éhRSP has a significant impact on language spoken at:-home.
. Qreek men are 41.8% more likely to adopt English or French

in the home 1§ theirvspou§és differ in ethnic origin. - The
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variable OLDPERSﬂglthough 6nly sigpif@éant at.06 is found to’
have a‘negative iﬁpaét on language assimil;tion." As with
Italian men, Greek ﬁen who have elderly people living with
them are iess likély to adopt Eﬁaiish or French ‘at home than

chbéé who do not. The variable JCHILD dces not have a

‘ .. AT S ‘
significant effect on assimilation. None of the background

N ]

or-- socioceconomic factors have .a significant impact on

language"assimilation: This'may be a result of- the small -

-

number of cases in the subsample." - R

. ¥ .
N P 435, L. -

-

3

] The R Square which indicates the amount:-of variance 1in

¢

the tdependent variable fexplarned” by the* ‘independent,

variables OTHEREL, = SCHIM, .EARLY, -LATE,, SECOCC, UNI¥,
POSTSEC, OTHERSP, OLDPERS and °CHILD is' .223.° .In other

%

words, * 22.3% of the wvariance in language assimilation is

explained by.the combigation of‘tﬁese variables. " The mos't

A

important variable in explaining Variance in thé dependent

variable is OTHER§P. 13.6%. of the wvariance in language

assimilation is explained by marriage by a Greek man to a

woman.who is not Greek. Greek men differ from the poolied
subsample and the Italian subsample as length of time in
' Canada and age at .immigration explain less wvariance in

language assimilation thad does intermarr-iage.

- b e »
. -

v

I\

5

German Men o

Table X demdnstrates the findings for the subsample of

. . , ]
German men. The variable POSTSEC was ‘excluded as it was

N\

r

)

h Y

N
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highly correlated with other independent variables in the
‘equation. As with Greek and Italian meﬂ, family factors are
important detefminants of language assimilation and both
intermmariage and .the presence of old people have a
significant impact on languaée assimilation for German men.
Men from:this eéhnic group who marry outside éheir ethnic

group are 38\ more likely to adopt English or”“ French at home

A ’
than are those whce do not. The presence of elderly people
\ -

-

in the home decreases the likelihood that one of these
’ . \.\4

languages will be adopted as .German men who live with

individuals aged 65 or over are 9% iess likely to adopt ore

]

of the two lﬁnguages than those who do not.
. Qf the background factors, =religion and vyear of
immigration have a significant impact on la?guage spoken.at

home. German mén who are affiliated with religions- other
¢ " 28 ]

thag Lutheran and Mennohite are 8.7% more likely to adqpt
‘-English or French in the home than are those who are

’ affiliated with these :elfgions. As both the Luther%n and
\\wfﬂennonite religions are tied to German culture, they

@

reinforce the maintenance of this culture through the use of
the ethnic language. - ’

fear of iémigration has a negative impact on language
spoken at home for German men in that those who immigrated

after 1967 are 17% less likely to adopt English or French at

home than are those who immigrated between 1955 and 1967.

1

.
.
R .
Al "
(?0 - . -
4 ol .
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»

1§£en though those w%o immigrated after 1967 may have
possessed some skills in tﬂé new 1anguagg, their lack of
exposure to the new culture and to the practical application
of the new l;nggages reduces éhe likeld hood that they'would,

adopt one of these languages in the home.

,The R Square for the following combination of variables
N i

" OTHEREL, EARLY,'LATE, SCHIM, SECOCC, POSTSEC, UNIVY, OTHERSP?P,
QLDPERS and CHILD is 23.2. 1In other words, these variables

explain 23.2% .of the wvariance in the dependent variable,

-

language assimilation. The variable which.5§p%fins most of
this wvariance (R Square=.12) is intermarriage (OTHERSP), as
it explains 12% of the total‘variance. The combination of

OTHEREL, EARLY, SCHIM and LATE explain 10.3% of the total

variance. The variable intermarriage explains more variance

than these four wvariables combined, thus supporting the

hypothesis that states that marrying outside of one's

ethnicity 1is an important factor in becoming linguistically

[

assimilated.

Summary of Findings for Malé Subsamples

Yy
L N -~

. ¢ v
. : . : 5 . C s
For males froft all three ethnic groups, the variabie

TR

intermarriage has the ~ strongest impact on, language

S

assimilation. The etnnic origin of the spouse affects the
) . .

language spoken at home in that marriage outside of one's

ethnic group increases the likelihood that one of the

national languages will be adopted. If one's marriage

{



N Page 63

* 3

partner does not speak the ethnic language, then it |is

™

probable that thé' language of the; host society will be
spoken by the two. Therefore, not surprisingly,
hypothesising that intermarriage as a'family factor has an

impact on language assimilation is supported by the indings

for men in all three ethnic groups.

~
2

L4

The second *family factor to have a siggificaqs impact

on ail men is the presence of old people in

pteviouély‘ mentioned, the lower level of significancé for

§
Greek males may be explained by the small sample size.

Support is found for the existence of a negative impact on’
o A\ . ‘

L
. 1

languaggggssimilation'by the\presence of old people in the
home.

The final hypothesis which claimed that the presence of
children would positively affect the adopfion Q{ one of the
official languages in the home is not supported. Instead,
it is interesting to note that although this variable was
é&gnificant for Italian males, the’presence of children has
a negative effect on language‘assimilation, decreasing the
likelihood tﬂat Enqiish or French will be adopted in the

7

home.
Finally, different background and socioeconomic factors
have significant effects on language assimilation on Germans

and Italians. While age at immigration is significant for

v

he homé. As'

At
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Italians, religion ahd year of immigration are significant
fqr Germans. No socioeconomic fa;jprs have a significant

impaét " on language assimilafion for Greeks, while
postsecondary education and occupation do for Italians.

1

Subsample of Females by Ethnicity ‘ =

s

Italian Women ;(
<

= /" o
The findings for the two subsamples of employed and.all
Italian women ate presentéd in Tables XI and XII. Ax shown
in this table, controlling for employment produces few
diffeqences: Fdr both subsamples, two of the famiiy factors
have a signigicant impact on language spoken at home. ' For
the subsample of all women, those'who married.outside their
ethnic group are Zsttgére likely to speak English or French

.

-
in the home than those who married within their ethnic

4
group. This decreased py‘lt.when considering only working

women. Therefore, ‘one finds suppart for ‘the hypotheéis’

“mag ’

claiming that Italian women who marry ouside Of their ethnic

. -
group will be more”likely to adopt English or French than
1

b

those who marry within it.

%he presence of old pQOple in the home decreases the
likelihood that one of the national languages will be spoken
in the home, as communication with the elderly will probably
continue in the ethnic language. This proved to be

significant for the subsample of all women, in that those



Page 65

who have elderly .people living. with  them are 6.8% less
likely to‘adopt English or French in the home than those who.

do not. ¢ L. . .

’ Al

The background - faitors that have §‘significant iﬁp;ct
on language assimilation are the same fér both subsamples of
womeny Age at immigration has the strongest impact df.an§
variable on language spoken at home. Italian women who have
immigrated by age 16, tegérdless of whether éhey work or
not, will have been exposed' to the new language throuéh the
educational system'in most cases and will be more likely to
adopt one of the two languages in th@ home than those whose
exposufe came at an older age. For thé subsample of“all
women, one finds that those who immigrated by age 16 are 28%
more likely to adopt English or French in the h;me than are
those who immigrated at an older age. For the subsample -of

‘e

working women, this percentage increases by 1%.

[}

Year of immigration‘élso has a'significant impact for
bbth subsamples of wbmgn. For the supsample QQ all women,
those who immmigrated before 1955 are 8% more likeiy to
speak'English or Frenc'. at home than ‘those who immigrateq!
between 1955 and 1967. or ;orking women this likelihcood
increases b& {%. Again, as with the other samples in which

+this wvariable 1is significant, the argument for exposure to

the new language can be used to explain this.

L




. ' Page 66 .

e AN

t

- For wotking women, ‘an additional background factor

proved to be significant in its impact on language

‘asgimmilation. Those working women who are affiliated with

Y

religions other than Catholicism are 7.2% more 1ikel§ to

adopt English or French at home than are those who "Q}e‘

affiliated with this religion. Practicing- other than
b

Catholicism in Canada allows for contact with individuals
from other ethnic groups. This increased exposure to the

7 e .
new language helps to familiarize the immigrant with it.

-

1

.For both subsamples of women, the socioeconomic factor

education has a significant 1impact on language spoken at

home. The table demonstrates that 'both the wvariables .

POSTSEC ' and UNIV are significant. One finds that Italian
women, in the subsample of all women, who have postsecondary

education are 8.2% more -likely to adopt‘English or French at

home than those who have less than postsecondary education.

At the same time, these women are 1.5% more likely to adopt
one.of these languages than are those with a university

education. This is also the case for the subsample of
N ) p
» 4 . . ‘v « . ~
working women as. those with postsecendary education are 12%

e

.more likely to adopt English or French than those with less

than poétsecondary schooling. Again with university

education, the likelihood that English or French will be

~ adopted in the home .decreases. For the subsample of all

women, those with university are 6.8% more likely to adopt
one of these languages than women with highschool or less,

while for the subsample of working women this decreases to

5
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6.3%. Again in both cases those with a univergity/education

’

Sy i
are 'less likely to adopt one of the national langyages than

. !
are those with postsecondary education.a For Itayian women

. . . U B
an increase 1in years of education has a positive impact on
!
. (3 k3 3 r
language assimilation only until university. This may be a
result of an_ increased awareness .of the importance of one's

4 - -~
ethnic otigin and more conscious efforts “to main?ain ethnic

language. ' /

f
i
i

/ !

For the subsamplé of all women, the variable WORK was-

i —

third in terms of its significant impactrbﬁ‘lanéuage spoken.
Italian women who are or have been employed gre 8.3% more
likely.té adopt English or French at home than. those who
havém never worked. This can ‘e explained by lookirng at the

increase in the amount of exposure to the new language that

results from involvement in the labour force. For thel .

’ >t

subsample or working women, occupation has a significant

% * ’
effect on language . spoken at home 1in that women whose

occupations involve the use of English or French through

contact with the ©public are 10.8% more likely to adopt

‘English or French in the home than those whose jobs do not

'

require contact with the public. ‘

When examining the two subsamples of italian women, one
finds that when looking at all women, the R Square is .293,

whereas when looking at working women, the R Square is .358.

+

The ‘combination of the . variables used for working women

~
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4

explains 35.8% of the variance in the dependent variable,

while the combination of variables used for all women

explains 29.3% of this var&ance. Consequently, it can be

stated that Ehe variables -used in the model are more heipful
in explaining thé variance in language assimilation for
working women than éor all women. More ~specifically, they
suggest that type of employment might be a more important

determinant of language assimilation than employment status.

For the subsample of all Italian women, 20% of the
variance was éxplained by the combination of the following
variables, SCHIM, EARLY, LATE and OTHEREL. OTHERSP explains
5.3% of the wvariance, while education and occupation

together explain 3.5% of the‘h?riance.

For the subsample of Italian working women, the block
of wvariables 1including religion, length of time in Canada
and ége at immigration explain 26.1% of the varianke in the
dependent. variable languagé aésimilat}on. Education and
occupation together explain 'S™ of the wvariance, while
intermarriage explains 4.4% of the variance in the dependent

variable. It is interesting to note that for working women,

ethnicity of husband does not explain as much of the

variance in language spoken at home as it does for all
women. pne'gxplanatioh is that because these women all have
occupafidns in which they havé contact with the public, this
V;;iable_ is ,more responsible in socializing them in the

y——
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Graeek  Women

Y]

For the subsample of Greek women, Tables XIII and XIV

indicate again that intefmarriage has the stféngest impact

on language assimilation for. . both subsamples. When

s

cénsidering the subsampié of all Greek woman,'one finds that

those who are married to“non-Greeks dare 23.3% mote likely to
adopt one’  of the ~official ignguages than those who are
married to Greeks?"This impact decreases by less than 3%

for the subsample of working Greék women. - The vartables

\

identifying other family factors (OLDPERS, CHILD) were not
signifiganty although the présencé of oldpeople, as with
Italians had a negative effect. The piesence of <children,

does not have a significant effect on language assimjlation.

r

s, For the subsample of all. Greek woﬁéﬁ;h_oﬁe.bf the
background factors proved to be significant; that js age at
immigration. Greek ,wpmén who immigrated. by age 16 arg\isi
more likgly to adogt*one‘of the officié} langugggs aé _home

than are those who immigrated at a later age. *No”béckgrodnd

factors were~found to’ " be significant for the subsample of

working women which may have been a result of the small

number of cases.

¢ .

\

-

For both -subsamples of Greek women, university

education increased the 1likelihood that English or French

R (XS

would be adopted in the home. When corisidering all women,

1

K
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”

one finds that women with a university education are 10.7%
more likely to speak English or French in the home than are
those:' with highschool or Jless. For working women, those

with university education are 15% more liheiy to adopt one
-~ of these languages. - ;. 4

LI

~~  The final variable to havé a significant impact Ow
language spokén is occupation for the subsample of wofking
women. Those women who haveftontacgrwith the 'public threugh

their jobs are 14.4% more likely to adopt English or French

in the (hodé than those whese .jobs do not involve this‘type&

N
¥
.t

of contact.

-
A
+

The R Square%,for both subsamples of Greek women are
‘ X . o, - N ‘
" very similar. : While'-the. combination of OTHEREL, EARLY ,

LATE, SCHIM, POSTSEC, WORK, UNIV, OTHERSP, OLDPERS and CHILD

explain '11.3% of the variénce,in 1anguagé assimilatipn for

-all Greek women, these same variables.with SECOCC réplabing

< WORK explain 10.7% of this variance for working women.  For

K¢ . . ) .
-the subsample of all ' Greek women, intermarriage explains' -
" !

5.9%  of the variance in language assimilatipn. The
variables identifying religion, year of immigration and age
at immigration explain 4% "of the wvariance while those

identifying labour %orce involvement and education explain

r"

. .
1.7% of the va:iadce. For the subsample of working women,’

the combination of the variables identifying education and
ithlvement in the labour force explain '4.4% of the variance

while ;nterrmarriage explains 3.3% of the variance in the

i

-
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“
4

- dependent ~ variable.’ The combination ' of the variables

ki

identifying religion, age at immlgfation and year of

'~immigratfbﬁ explain 2.6%;‘of the ‘variance .in language

assimilation. r g

German Women

As Tables XV and. XVI ingiqate, intermarriage has the

sironges:ﬂ( impact on language assimilation for both

4

.oN .
subsamples of Ggrman&women. When considering all German

women, ‘one finds that those who are married to non German.
men are 37% more likely to adoﬁt English or French at _home
than are tﬁgse who are married to German méﬁ..‘This drops by

. :
less than 1% when considering the subsaAple of working
. S .

i

'S

\ ‘ .
The variable OLDPERS has a significant impact on

language spoken at home for tQE subsample of all* women but
not for the §ubsam§3e of working women. Those women who «

havb;peoble over the age of 65 living with them are 9.4%

"less likely to adopt Enéliéh ot French at ﬁome than are

those who do not. Extended'coétact through caring for. the
- : . it
elderly in the home incréases the likelihood that the ethnic

.

language will be maintained.. . - L
-‘ . \ :' . 3 ’

1 [ P

a4

’

* Por both subsamples, immigration . after. 1967 ‘had a..
negative significant impact on language assimilation.
. . T o Lo ' A .

! B . ¢
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o / :
German‘womég who immiggaped after 1967 are 13.2% less likely

to .speak English or French at home than are those who .

/
rd

immigrated betweeén,6 1955 and 1967 when considering all women
and 15.8% less ljkely when, considering wQinng women.

o
f

" For the gdbsample of all women, age at immigration also
has a sigqiﬁibﬁnt impac;'og language assimilat}on. German
Twomen'who i%migrated by the aée of 16 are 10% more likely to
speak Engiish or' French’' at home. Tﬁé"impapt éﬁ\nghis\3
va;iable is slightly higher for woggiqg women as those who
i@@}grated by agé 16 are 11% more 1;kely to ‘aaopt ongﬁ of

these languages than those who immigrated at an. older age.

%
'
N

.Finally, for the sybsample of working women,loccupation‘
"had a significant ;mpact on '1anguage assimilation.Vl Thosé
German ~women who work in occu :pations which involve contactz‘
with the publlc are 13% more likely ,to speak "English or

»

French at home than are tHose who do not.,

“ vy

The R Squargs for the subsamples of all German women
and working German women are similar, .252 and .24%{
respectively. The variables in the equation explained'ZS.Z%u
of the variance in language assimilation for ,all German
women ?nd 24.1% for German women who have worked. |
For both subsamplés, the combination of religion, age

at immigration and year of 1mmlgtatxon explaxned 12% of the

variance in langpad@ assimilation. For both subsampies,
A
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OTHERSP is important in explaining variance in the dependent
variable. - For the subsample of all women, this variable

explains 11.8% of the variance, while for the subsample of

-

working women, it explains 8% of the variance in the

dependent variable.

e
.

Summarbef Findings for Female Subsamples

Once again, the findings support the - hypothesis .that

claims that marriage ‘outside ong's' ethnic group .will

1

increase the likelihood that English or _French will be

;poken .in the home. The effects of intermarriagé,arél
significant for all subsampleg of all ethnic womeny, Si%ilaf
arguments can be used to explain this effect for woménlﬁé'
was used for men. In subsgmples for all ethnic women;'
except Greek women, the presence of elderly people in the
home. proved to have a signific;nt impact on language

assimilation. This was not 'the case for any- of the

subsamples of working ethnic women. e

B ~ ooy 8

,Of the background Ffactors, age at immigration is
significant for both subsamples of Italian and German women

and for the subsample of all Greek women. Immigfating at a

young &ge increases . the likelihood  that language

1

assimilation will occur for all but -Greek working women.

Again, one explanation 1is the opportunity for individuals

&

who immigrate by the age of 16 .to involve themselves in

[ 04
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formal education in Canada, thus improving their lanquage
" skills. = - ’ I , ‘
; )D

N

Year of imngration is significant for both subsamples

-

of - 'talian women and for both subsamples of Germar women. .

Increased exposure to the new language through time spent in

Canada. increases thHe likelihood that E£nglish cr Frfench will

be adopted. 7

>

The firnal background factor to have significant impadt

on language spoken is religion for the subsample of ali

Italian women. In this case, Roman Catholic women are less

&

likely to speak English or French at .horre than are tnose who

are affiliated with other religions. Continued affiiia%ion

4

with the language 1linked with the ethnic culture leads to

maintenance. of the ethnic-.language for Italian women.

1
v

it N - oW

Of 'thé socio~econgomic factors used in these analyses,

o
AT —

e&ucat;on is:-signiﬁiqant for both subsamples of Italian
women and both subsaméie; of Greek women. For” Italian
) T :
women, those with college or training programs are more
likely to speak English or French at homé‘ than <those with
highschool or less. Furthe:more, these womeﬁ.a:e also more
likely to adopt one of these languages in the home than are
those with udiversit} education. This is not the case for
Greek women as those with a university education are more
likely to speak English or French than are thse with a

highschool-education{ whereas postsecondary education had no

fvs

-

>
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significant effect. L. .

+
¢

e

. . . b
Nhgp invalvegw in : the work force, contact wzth the

public lncreaSes the lxkqlihood that Eng%xsh or French will

v’

" be spoken at home-for all ethnic women in this sample. For

the 5ubsamp1es of all women, part.c;patxoh in. the "labour

4

torce is significant only fOr Italian women-as in th;s case

it xmproves t\e lxkelxhgod hat~ Englxsh or. Ftench wmll be

5
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CONCLUSIONS,
Language assimilation for different ethnic groups 1is
depeﬁaent on a number of factors. Both differences and

similarities in the effects of these factors were found to

exist betw&en the groups.

C,The hypothesis postulating _that \qghnic origin is a
‘determinant of language assimilation is supported by the
findings. The likelihood that one of the national languages
;will be adopted in the home is increased if the individual
is of German ethnicity. German men and women who may have
immigratéd to Canada have done so with a readiness to
assﬁmilate into the new culture. This was brought about in

L4

‘part, by the favourable manner in which they were perceived,

<

due to the positive relationship they maintained B with

Britain. Furthermore, a strong German " identity was not
. )
present amqng‘hhe group as a whole. This may be a result of
the ﬁistorically amorphous nature of .the German state
coupled with the ® fact 'that German is spoken among people
other than %“hose born in Germany. Therefore, as well as
being accepted by the existing Canadian population, the
German immigrant saw the new socieiy d4s one in which they
belonged. Wigh W.W.I and W.W.II. came a change in the way
the Gerfian people were perceived. Those Germans already in

Canada were spurred towards "assimilation so as 'not to be

) . . — . .
seen as villains. : T
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The ftélians are not as linguistically Assimi;ated as
are the Germans. This may be related to the differences in
the ci:cuistances surrounding immigration. Italian culture
seems to be more homogeneous than German culture, in that
even though there are different regions there remains a
common Italian identity. Their involvement in the World
Wars did not affect them in the ‘same  manner as did the
Germans, .and consequently there was not as mucn pressure
efetted to downplay‘their ethnic origin.

For all groups, ethnic origin of spouse .has a
cons}stent significant impact on language assimilation: For
all éroups except Italian and German women, intermarriage is
the most important factor influencing lanéuage assimilation.
For thése two groups, age at immigration has a slightly
stronger impact than does igtermarriage. Reinforcement of

3 ,
the ethnic culture through marriage within the ethnic group

Twill help to maintain the use of the ethnic language. Once
marriage outside the ethnic group occurs, the introduction

\

of a new language is inevitable.

Many immigrants attempt to mainiain their ethnic
culture by marrying individuals who share this eﬁhnic'
culture. Consequently, marriage to someone outside of one's
" ethnic group is in many ways a statement that the values and
prgctices of the culture \'are no longer important.

Consequently, language as an important part of .cuIQhre is

¥
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also no longer . important. The focus ~ becomes one of
integration and assimilation into the new culture rather
than one of maintenance of the old.
A

The presence of old peoplé in the household is also a
significént factor with respect to laﬁguageaassimilation for
some ethnic groups. For all ethnic males (except Greeks)
and for all ethnic women (except those in the working
subsample) the presence of old _ people in the household
helped to maintain the use of the ethnic language. In many
cultures, older people are the transmitters of culture and
consequently of the native langquage. This allows first
generation immigrants to have consistent contact with these
elements. ’Many older peoplé who have come to Canada and
reside with their families feel that they are too old to
learn a new way of life and also continue to 'value
tradition. lThese individuals do not feel capable of
learning a new language and at the same time continue to
feel a sense of loyalty to their «culture. Therefore,
.contact with these‘people by other family members forces the
use of the ethnic language. Contact with these individualg
usually occurs in the ethnic langquage, thus maintaining its

. ]
exlistence.

P

\ : : '
It is interesting to note that the presence of old

people is not a  significant determinant of language
£}

assimilation for any of the subsamples of working women.
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These women spend time outside the home involved in the

labour force instead of at home caring for the older family

members. This time away from home when not in contact with
and caring for the older individqdls in the family minimizes
the effects that the presence of these older individuals

would have on the maintenance of the ethnic language.

i
M 1Y

The presence of children is .significant only when

~

cbnsidering Italian men. For these individuals, the
presence of children faci}itates- the maintenance of the
ethnic language. A sense of pride towards _the ethnic
Gulture exists for Italian men which results in the
reinforcement of specific apects of the culture, namely, the
ethnic language. This negative relationship between the
presence of children and language ;ssimila;ion disgroves the
hypothesis thép children socialize their parents in respect
to language. Afthough children attend school and learn the

”
new. language, they do not transmit this langquage to their

Italian fathers. Socially, these children may communicate

in " English or French but at thome, the ethnic language

continues to be used. It would seem highly probable that"

’ A
these children use a combination of Italian and English or
French at home but that the fathers continue to communicate

with them in the ethnic language:

s

The * year in which one immigrates is a significant

-

background factor in respect to language assimilation iF‘.or

4

™

)
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all German men and women and fo? Italian women. Exposure to

-

the new language 1ncreases with txme spent in Canada, and

¢

mfonsequently affects the language whxch is Sp?ken at home.

a e
'~

3

- . .
1 . A L 3
. v .

Another background factor. age at ;mmxgration, is

significant for both subsémples of Itallan‘énd German womén,

1

for the subsample of all ‘Greek women and for Italxan men.
In these cases, immigratlon by_qge 1§ indicates involvement
in  the Cénadién educationad system. Tﬁis opportunity to

receive formal instructlon in the new language 1ncreases the

L3

1nd1v1dual s knowlédgé of it and facxlxta;es its adoptxon in

the home. . o T .fa
' ’ 3 ’,—'I. '\. : ~ A +
.+ .The final background factor to have “a ’significant

“impact on slapguage assimilation is religion. This is the
] t ' ‘

2

case for the. subsamples of Italian women who work and for

-.German men. Practicing a religion which is not part of  th®

.ethnic culture induces further sepafation from the ethnic

(%]

culture and its language. JAffiliation with a religion with
¢ ‘ . . ,
roots  in. an ethnic ) cuIture reinforces attempts at

maxntalninq particular aspects Pf culture such as 1anguage.

'y

2 . . . . SN
of the .socioceconomic  factors, .educatign’ has a
! /

\r,

- 3%
significant impact on language assimilation for'all Italian
'Y N T .

and Greek women and for Italian men. An interesting

-

difference is found between the 1Italian and Greek women,

a

Both Italian women and ‘'men who have some postsecondary

]

LI
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. } .
education are -more likely to become linguistically

assimilated thah those who have highschool or less.
Education beyond highschool ‘facilitates the learning of
language sk;lls and the ease with which these skills are
used. What is  interesting is that Italian women who
continue oh to university are less likely to be“assimilated
than those !po have some form of postsecondary ‘educatioﬁ..

A . )

As educatjon increases, so too does the awareness that the
. . _4‘ Al LN
maintenanc of ethnic culture and ethnic languaqe is

important. Consequently, these women, although possessing

university degrees or 'diplomas continue to speak the ethnic

-

language in the home. On the other hand, tho§e women ‘who

continue to college or training programs will adopt the

language of the host society. ~ Attending university for
Greek women does not result in the sdme effect. For these

women, a unlver51ty educatxon wxll increase the leellhood

that language assimilation will occur. Thls may be related

a difference

ow ‘education is viewed by the two'

to

omen may use a.university education

|
may see it as an

y VYo become more fully

t

-
r R4

assimilated into the new culture. »

= ' *

The socioeconomic factor, employment status, fo; women

_is significant for the subsample of Italian women only‘ For

this group, involvement 1n the labour force increases the

likelihood that language a551m11at10n will, occur. This can
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be explained by the increased exposure to individuals from
other ethnic groups_tirough'emplqyment. It is also possible
that women in these different ethnic groups are not
similarly distributed within occupational categories.
Finally, one finds that for the subsamples of working
,women, occugation has a, significant impact on language
:agsimilation. Jobs that require contact with the ‘public
increase the likelihood that the, language of thé majorigy
will bé.adopted in the ?ome as groficiency in this new

4

language is increased.
When examining‘the R Squares, or the amount of variance .
aédéduto languége assimilation. by the three blocks of
fggriabieslluséd, one finds that in alil cases:the backgrbund
Eﬁ;;acge:istics are important determinants of lanéuage
'aséimilat}on. .‘2his group of vatiables is most®” important in

explaining differences in lanquage assimilation’ for’ - the

" Italian subsamples.

The Qariables iﬁcluéﬁi as family characteristics also
piove'tb\have an iﬁpact on language assimilation. For all
~g}oups, N the\kfmost imporfant of these - variables is
intermarriage. This variable has the greatest impact for
the German éubsample ifh  which it .is as important as the

background variables.
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- The final block . of variables’ used indicating

socio-economic characteristics, have the least impact on

llinguage assimilation. It is interesting to note that for

the subsample of Greek working women, these factors add as

much variance to ianghage assimilation as do the other two

!

blocks.

N .
P o',

Limitations of Study

*

Although these findﬁngs Sre inteze§ting, tgere are
problems -with the manner {p'which this -study was conducted.
First, although speaking one of thé twélnatipnal languages
in the home, ma} be one indicator of language assi@ilation“
it does not fully . measure this ,cobcgpt. Languaga\
assimilation could be measured more accurately if the
language used in contacts with others cguld:be detegmihéd as

well as the language read and written.

Whén examining the effect of Fhe presence of old people
in the home, it would& have been interesting to ascertain who
these old pebﬁ&e were, and what language tﬁey Spokg. These
facfcts,-&ould be ;specially important Eor.those individuals
from intermarria&é househblds. One wonders if ﬁhe presence
of those elderly people related to the head of household
would have more impact on thg language spoken in the home -

than those related to the spouse.

/.
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%

The effect o; children on language assimilation was not
significant for any group but Italian males. Rather than
. ?Emply \;géting‘ this, it may have ﬁ;oven interesting to
determine whétper~or’not the type of school attended had any
effect on language ﬁyaken. Children who attend paroshial
schools where~the éthnic culture and language are reinforced
through the curticulum and contact with others would remqin
comfortable in the use of the language of gheir paéents. In
this case, p{gsence' of children would seem 1likely to
facilitate the maintenance of ethnic language. On. the other
hand, cﬁildreh wﬂé attend school where English or French is
the vlaﬁguage of‘:instruction might be Aore likely to

introduce this language to their parents.

Other weaknésges in this study include the lack. of
indicators for place of residence. Adaiq, uzgan/rural place
of \resiaence, 'according to: the literature has a strong
impact on fanguage assimilation due to the differing amounts
of exposure to the new language. This is also related to .
the extent to which different ethnic groups have attained
institutional completenesg through the establiéhment of

services within the ethnic community. Again, the data used

provided no adequate indicators for this.
This study did prove effective in identifying the major

impact on language assimilation of the variables used.

Separate analyses for each ethnic group were conducted to

; ; B, .
— ) . 3 i‘tﬁ b




1 -
\

: , ~ Page B85

“

control fér the differ.ent circuﬁ{stances under which these
group’s arrived in Caﬁada "and other ;rlacro-level variables
which may have had an impact on the probability Tog/w‘.
assimilatién‘ by. ‘the group. '—Atti}:udes of t:l;e host societyl

Y
determine to a large extent whether they will be influenced

A
by the host sgciety and will adopt: the new language. These
analﬁses have indicated that similar patte:.:ns exist for. all
ethnic groups in terms of‘the iinﬁé_ct of the variables used,
with some 'disc‘repanéies whi{ch have previously been

discussed. R

Finaliy, this study has supported the literature in

"that the same variables fount to ‘affect language

i
assimilation :in other studies were also found significant in

this one. What is interesting 1; that this g'tudy was able

to look at the stength of influence of these variables by
<\

controlling for the influence of other variables. This was

done through regression analysis. »

Ethnic groups who wish to m?intain their language must
look. clearly at family related fa\'qtors; “Once an individual'
marries outside his group, the chanles of language
maintenance are greatly reduced. On the other hand, the
existence ~\of extende"d family relationships i'mproves the
c‘hjnjcegt that the ethnic language will cSntinue to be spoken
at

4
v
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Table 1 ”

Test for Multicollinearity fo:
Pooled Sample

1}
34 v
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" Ethnic Women Ethnic Men
Variables R Squares .
' All . Working All
SCHIM .20 0, .24 .24
- . EARLY .19 19 ‘ .17
LATE .18 115. - .20
WORK - .06 - o . -
. 8ECOCC - . .19 -
UNIV .09 =« .14 .20 .
POSTSEC — 21 , .28 .23
OTHERSP 27 - .28 .22
OLDPERS .20 .09 " .08
(ILD . .14 a2, © .15
\  GERMAN , .39 .43 : ' .29 [o-
' GREEK .39 .43 ‘ : .13 :
, ‘ S Table II ¥ o
N Test for Multicollinearity for Italians. .
L . Italian Women Italian Men
Variables ( R Squares _
o ‘ ’ All Working All
OTHEREL .05 A1 .02 y o
" SCHIM .21 .26 S .26 ° '
EARLY .12 © .13 o .13
LATE .12 11 .18
_ WORK ) .05 - )
- SECOCC - .15 .1;
UNIV .09 - .14 .21
POSTSEC .07 .10 . .08
OTHERSP 17 .24 .19
. OLDPERS .19 .09 .07
. CHILD Al .11 .12

b
.
|
___________ " A

* For all tables SCHIM=Immigration by age 16; EARLY-Immxgtatxon
before 1955; LATE=Recent Immigrants; WORK= ployed SECOCC=Jobs

with pu contact; UNIV=University Education; POSTSEC= ¢
Postse ndarj‘EHﬁcation, OTHERSP=Intermarriage; OLDPERS= :
E%de y in home, CHILD=School aged children; OTHEREL= Othe: religions.
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OTHEREL
SCHIM
EARLY
LATE
UNIV
POSTSEC
WORK
SECOCC

OTHERSP ,

OLDPERS
CHILD

Aariaﬁles

OTHEREL '
SCHIM
EARLY
LATE
UNIV -
POSTSEC
WORK
SECOCC

" OTHERSP -

OLDPERS
CHILD

’,
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Table III ' *
Test for Multicollinearity for Greeks
Greek Women Greek Men
: R Sguares
All Working All
\ .09 17 .06
.08 . W11 11
' .16 .19 : .17
. .28 . .29 ' .29
'q" 002 " 129 s .16
" .05 .11 . .08
. 306 ’ - - .
- .10 T .06
.08 .15 - .22
.13 .03 . A1
.25 .25 .26
’ ‘Pable IV ~ :
Test for Multicollinearity for Germans
|- German Women German Men
. R Squares
All - Working © " All
.08 07 - C, .05
.29 . .29 ‘ .34
22 .24 ' 17
.17 .. .19 . .16 ¢
.20 13- . .44
-19 .14 L .45
- -~ .06 . L -
007 ! - “ R N ) oll
.21 .21 e ‘.18
.13 .26 \ ' .12
.08 . . .12 A .08
] \
\;\ //‘ l
SR -
/ Q{g\ ( N

Y

o e

o
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Hierarchical Regression of Language Aasimilatlon

for Working Ethriic Women (Pooled Sample)

of

significance -

[

(N=1303)
VARIABLE B BETA’ SIG T R SQUARE
LATE . -.070 © -.059 **+. .01 - :
SCHIM > .230 .214 ¢ .000 .166
EARLY .055 .051 4%ea 04
POSTSEC .099 080 ** .02 - ). ‘
UNIV * (106 . .057 *%** 02 ' .270
SECOCC .125 T .125 * .000 ;
OTHERSP .353 280 * .000 .37
. GERMAN . .210 .191 .+ . .000 ,394
- OLDPERS -.050 ~.037 .098 { *.396
CHILD .001 .004 .878 .396
(CONSTANT) .104 - .000 .
B - \ " |
-~ (. ‘ ) \
s_z,(,‘ e
Table VI ‘
- Hierarchigcal Regression of Language Assimilation
for All Ethnic Men (Pooled Sample) §
. © o (N=2302) - :
i L ! ) o .
VARIABLE B BETA SIG T R. SQUARE
LATE -.070 -.055 #*#* 23 0
 SCHIM .225 '.185 * 000 . .143
EARLY .033 .032 .075
POSTSEC .144 .135 *. /000
SECOCC .041 .040 %%+ 021 o .229
UNIV .048 .028 .134
OTHERSP .458 ,386 * .000 .373
GERMAN | . .170 .143 * .000 L3917
OLDPERS -.109° , -.077 * .000 .395
CHILD: © =.012 -.029 .096 . .396
GREEK - -.030 -.021 .221 .397
(CONSTANT) . 209 .000
___________ s )
» Level of significance - .001 .
- RA Level of significance. - .005
##*  Level of sigrnificance - .0l : 1.
frde  Layel .05 ! ‘

&



N~ ‘

=

. Page /89
-~ Table VII . :
Hierarchical Regression’of Language Assimilation
‘ for All Ethnic Women (Pooled Sample) e
“(N=2260)
VARIABLE B BETA ~ SIG T R SQUARE
 LATE -.062  -.053 *+ 004 .
SCHIM ©.230° 209 * .4 .000 .137
LERRLY .053 .051 *x# .006 N
POSTSEC .060 .047 *xx .012 T~
WORK 112 .063 * .001 . 205
UNIV . $112 054 ** .002
GERMAN .245 .226 * .000 .370
OCDPERS -.070 -.069 * .000 .374
CHILD .-~.005 -.013 T .462 <374
GREEK ‘- -.008 -.006 .740 .374
(CONSTANT) .087 .002 ‘
Table VIII )
Hierarchical Regression of Langudge Assimilation
- for All Italian Men (N=1453)
VARIABLE B . BETA SIG-T R SQUARE
QTHEREL .022 .007 .728 |
EARLY .03Q +030 .176
SCHIM .063 .240 * .000 .205 .
LATE - -~ =,030 -.024 .277
POSTSEC ".145 .129 * 000 :
SECOCC 047 045 *kxik .036 .250
UNIV .042 .021 . 351
OTHERSP .524 .412 * .000 . 395
OLDPERS -.097 -.074 * .001 :399
CHILD . =.016 -.043 ##xa .049 .401
(CONSTANT) .183 .000 .
J "
* Level, of significance - .001
ki Level of significance~- .005
T okkk Level of significance - .01
*«** Level of significance - .05

. | \
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Hierarchical Regression of Language Assimilation

VARIABLE
OTHEREL

- SCHIM

EARLY
LATE

. SECOCC

UNIV -
POSTSEC.

OTHERSP

" © OLDPERS

CHILD -

. { CONSTANT)

for All Greek Men
B BETA '
-.121 -.0a9 "
.140 .096
S.049 - .040
=, 052 -.055
-.025 -.028 °
<139 .078
.072 .063 . ¢

" .523, .418 *

. -.140 -.097
.029 M67 B
.167

. ‘ //
"~ ' Table X

(N=349)
SIG T

C 341
.071
.468
. 349

.585
.152
.223
;000
.067
1248
011

R ,SQUARE

.029

.075

211
.220

L .224

 Hierarchical Regression of Language Assimilation’ : ..

YN
VARIABLE

" OTHEREL

EARLY
SCHIM
LATE

SECOCC
UNIV .

OTHERSP
OLDPERS
CHILD

{ CONSTANT)

LR 2]
khkkk

af
of
of
of

for All German Men (N=500)

B . BETA

.078 .087 *k*x%

.022 .025

.063 .059
~.245  -.167 *

.035 .039
-.075 ‘-.067
- .342 .381 *
~=.130 -.093 Arkn

.001 .001

.552 .

‘ *

s

significance - .ooi‘
significance - .005
significange. - .01

significahce - .05

SIG T

.032
.565
.230
.000

.347
.114

. 0009

.027
.972

‘.000

7.

R SQUARE
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. . Table XI
Hierarchical Regression of Language Assimilation
' for All Italian Women (N=1373)

VARIABLE B BETA . SIG T R SQUARE
THEREL .120  .038 L1102
TE. -.046 -.042 .083 "} .
HIM " .268 .282 * .000 . .20
ERRLY .079 .082 * .001
“~ h s . .
WPRK .095 .083 * .000 . . .
UNIV . +153 . 7.068 ** .005 .235 v
-POSTSEC * .131 .083 * - .001 . -
OTHERSP .423  .248 * 000 . 289
OLDPERS * ~7006 ~.068 *** .Qg? , .292
- CHILD o -0011 —00‘32 01 5 ) 0293
(CONSTANT) " .054 ' .090 ¥y
Table XII _ '
Hierarchical Regression of Language Assimilation
for Working Italian Women (N=761) .
VARIABLE , B BETA SIG T - R SQUARE ~
OTHEREL . .233 .072 *kx%x 02
LATE ' -.056 .048 o .125
SCHIM : .278 .287 * .000 .261
EARLY .094 .089 ** .005 -
POSTSEC ' .198 - ,120 * : .000
UNIV .130 L063 ***x 046 ©.311
SECOCC ..098  .108 * - .00l
OTHERSP .377 .239 * .000 - «355
OLDPERS * .-.063 -.054 .078 358
CHILD ’ -.004 -.011 .731 . 358
(CONSTANT) . . 090 . . 006 ' *
P

* Level of significance - .00l ,
LA Level of significance - .005 '

ThAk Level of significance-~- .01

***%* Level of significance -~ .05

!é
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Table XIII

Hierarchical. Regression of Language Assimilation
for All Greek Women (N=314) .

N VARIABLE. B BETA SIG T R SQUARE
LATE .002 .002 ©.972
SCHIM C .173 .154 ** .007 .026
OTHEREL . | *™.043 -.021 .705 :
EARLY ' .000 .000 .992
UNIV .186 .108 *%x%x 05
WORK .023 .022 .697 .070
POSTSEC .076 .055 . .322
OTHERSP .382 .233 * .ooo\ .103
CHILD .019 .051 .413 .106 - B
OLDPERS -.064 -.064 .274 .107
(CONSTANT) .081 w271
) ~
\ ’
Table XIV I

Hierarchical Regression of Language A951m11at10n'
for Working Greek Women (N= 193) ~

"[ ’
f

Level of

VARIABLE, B BETA SIG T R SQUARE
! LATE . .028 . 034« .681

SCHIM .137 .119 .110 ) v

OTHERREL -.113 -.052 .498 ©.026

EARLY -.024 -.019 .809

UNIV «256 .146 ***%& .05

POSTSEC .054 .042 X .576 .070
\  SEcocC .+119 .144 ***%x 053

OTHERSP «345 206 *xx* .007 .103

CHILD .026 062 . .447 .106

OLDPERS -.043 -.035 .626 .107

(CONSTANT) .035 .686

~ t
\
£

___________ \ ,

* Level of significance - .00l '

bl Level of significance - .005

«**%°  Level of significance - ,01

khAA significance - .05
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Hierarchlcal Regression of Langdége Assimilation
for All German Women (N=573)

VARIABLE

OTHEREL
SCHIM
LATE
EARLY

WORK:
UNIV
POSTSEC

OTHERSP
OLDPERS
CHILD

(CONSTANT)

! /

VARIABLE

" OTHEREL
SCHIM
LATE
EARLY

UNIV
SECOCC
POSTSEC

OTHERSP
OLDPERS
CHILD

(CONSTANT)

—— i —— - ——

o
*kk

of
of
of
of

B -

.056
.106
-.171
.005

111
.022
-.038

.352
-.111
.019
.398

BETA

.059

L0909 Ahkk
-.132.

.005

J057-

.014
'=-.039

.370
—-094
;044

*

*

‘hhkhk

Table XVI
Hlerarchlcal Regression of Language Assimilation

B » BETA
.014 016
.105 - .11l1
-.196 -.158
~.003 -.004
.001 .000
© .158, .126
-.024 -.027
:324 - .362
-.005 “=.004
.028 .069
0418 4
significance -
significance -
significance -
significance -

*hkhk
* &

* & K

.001
.005

.0l

.05

-

SIG T

121
022

001

.902 -

133

.715
.323
.000
5027'

.258- "

.000

SIG T

.750

.05
.003
.944

.987
01
..6127

.000
944
.160
.000

'*‘“‘for WOrklng German Women (N= 349)

-~

K SQUARE -

.120

.132

- 241
.250
2252

L%

~

R SQUARE

.121

.136

v236/
.24
. 241
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