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gas flow path taking place in this ignition chamber. The test
engine aswell a the schlieren photography setup, served not only
as investigation tools, but also as optimizing instruments for
this new ignition chamber concept. The method and strategy used
to develop this prototype is fully discussed in this thesis.
Finally, recommendations for further work are made based on the

test results.

iv



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

The author would like to express his gratitude to the
many individuals who helped in the preparation of this thesis,
for their involvement, support, and encouragement. In
particular, special thanks is extended to Dr.T.Krepec, my
supervisor, whose support, guidance, and financial assistance
throughout my graduate studies made this thesis possible. I am
grateful to Bendix Avalex inc. for their financial support via
the contract given to the Fuel Control Laboratory at Concordia
University. I thank ﬁy co-workers from the Fuel Control
Laboratory, Dr.A.Georgantas and H.Kekedjian, who provided
consulting and assistance in writing some softwares. I also wish
to thank Dr.R.A.Neemeh for his consultation in the field of gas
dynamics. Also, many thanks 1-:0 P.Lawn for his help in setting up
the schlieren photography equipment and use of the Dr.A.J.Saber
Aerospace and Propulsion Laboratory at Concordia University.

I am indebted to my mother, Aline Pharand, for her love
and financial support in difficult times. And to my long time
friends Vern Bélanger and Grégoire Blais, for their moral support
which proved invaluable.

Finally, but not least, I am especially grateful to
Cortina Jone for her continual patience, understanding and
assistance. In particular, her background in engineering and
computer science served as an invaluable asset in proofreading

this thesis.



CHAPTER 5

5.0 TEST SETUP FOR IGNITION INVESTIGATION

5.1 Experimental Apparatus .

5.2 Ignition Chamber Design . .

5.3 High Pressure Gas Injector Modifications . . . .

5.3.1 Calculation of Injected Fuel Dose . . . .

5.3.2 Experimental Apparatus Used for
Calibration of the Gas Injector . . . . .

5.3.3 Calibration Methodology

5.3.4 Calibration Results and Discussion . . .

5.3.5 Determjination of the Gas Jet Angle . ..

5.4 Injector Control Circuit . .

5.5 Signal Conditioning Circuit for Measuring

the Crankshaft Position . .

5.6 Spark Ignition System Evaluation

5.6.1 Spark Ignition Theory

5.6.2 Spark Ignition Selection

5.6.3 Description of the Apparatus

Methodology . . . . .

5.6.4 Ignition Triggering Circuit

5.6.5 Ignition System Tested

5.6.6 Test Results . . . . .

5.6.7 Discussion of the Results and

Recommendations . . .

5.7 Software for MCS—-96 Controller

CHAPTER 6
6.0 PRELIMINARY ENGINE IGNITION TESTS
6.1 Test Results and Discussion

vii

.

- . e . LI} .

and Testing

35
35
39
43

47

52
56
60
61

62

70
74
74

78

80
81
85

87

88

90

98

106



7.0 VISUALIZATION OF THE GAS FLOW PATH USING

CHAPTER 7

SCHLIEREN PHOTOGRAPHY . . . . . . . .

7.1 Experimental Apparatus . . . .

7.2 Design of a High Pressure Vessel with Quartz

7.3 Ignition Chamber Model Used for the Experiment

7.4 Software for the MCS-96 Controller

Windows

7.5 Schlieren Photography Operation

7.6 Visualization Methodology .

7.7 Visualization Results . . . ..

7.8 Visualization Results Discussion

CHAPTER 8

8.0 FINAL ENGINE IGNITION TESTS . . .

8.1 Test Results and Discussion . .

9.0 SUMMARY, CONCLUSION, AND RECOMMENDATIONS

REFERENCES
APPENDIX A
APPENDIX B
APPENDIX C
APPENDIX D

APPENDIX E

CHAPTER 9

viii

115

116

121

125

127

131

132

136

143

146

150

156



L1ST OF FIGURES

CHAPTER 3

Figure 3.1 Basic ignition chamber design proposed for
Ricardo Hydra engine

Figure 3.2 Pilot injection ignition chamber for Ricardo
Hydra engine

Figure 3.3 Ignition chamber for Ricardo Hydra engine in
b. Phase II - Gaseous

- s

action, a. Phase I - Ignition,

torch development

Figure 3.4 Turbulent ignition chamber from Ricardo Hydra

engine . . .

Figure 3.5 Turbulent ignition chamber of Ricardo Hydra
engine in action a. Phase I - Ignition,

b. Phase II

- Flame penetrationofcharge . . . . . . . . ¢« . ¢ .

Figure 3.6 Swirl chamber Ricardo Comet of Peugeot Indenor

engine . .

Figure 3.7 Ricardo Comet swirl chamber in action a. Phase
I - Ignition,

Figure 3.8 Dual jet ignition chamber for Peugeot Indenor

b. Phase II - Combustion .

engine . . . . . .. ..

Figure 3.9 Dual jet ignition chamber for Peugeot engine
in action a. Phase I - Ignition, b. Phase II -
Combustion

Figure 3.10 Proposed ignition chamber concept . . . ..

Figure 3.11 Ignition chamber concept for the open
combustion chamber of the Petters engine .

Figure 5.1 Petters engine coupled with electric motor for
ignition tests

Figure 5.2 Optical switch support system using the

.

CHAPTER 5

camshaft to send a signal to the microcontroller

Figure 5.3 Schematic of the primary setup for ignition

testing

ix

17

19

19

21

21

22

23

24

25

27

28

36

36

38



Figure 5.4 Assembly drawing of the ignition chamber

design . . . ¢ i v i i i e e e e e e e e e e e e e e s

Figure 5.5 Ignition chamber with injector on modified
Petters diesel engine . . . . . . . . . . . . ..

Figure 5.6 Ignition chamber with injector spacers .

Figure 5.7 Cross sectional view of the injector . . . . ..

Figure 5.8 Ignition chamber for Petters engine with
injector, spark plug and pressure transducer

Figure 5.9 Nozzle modification needed for gaseous fuel .

Figure 5.10 High pressure gas injector, mounted on fuel
dose measurement device . . . . . . . . . .

Figure 5.11 Sectional view of the device used for
measuring the fuel dose from the injector .. . ..

Figure 5.12 Schematic representation of the apparatus
used for the fuel dose calibration of the injector

Figure 5.13 Calibration curve No.1 . . . . . . . . « . ..
Figure 5.14 Calibration curve No.2 . . . . . . . . . . ..

Figure 5.15 Setup used to determine the gas jet cone
angle . ¢« . v v i i et i e e e e e e e e e e e e e

Figure 5.16 Injector triggering circuit, H-bridge type

Figure 5.17 H-bridge circuit performance for AP of 14.6
(bAar] .« & ¢ v v ottt et e e e e e e e e e e e e e

Figure 5.18 Injector triggering circuit (boost circuit)

Figure 5.19 Boost circuit performance for a AP of 28.2
<= T

Figure 5.20 Signal conditioning circuit . . . . . . .

Figure 5.21 Current characteristics during sparking, the

current probe setting is 100 mV/amp . . . . . . ..
Figure 5.22 MOSFET triggering circuit . . . . . . ..
Figure 5.23 Spark evaluation instrument . . . . . . .

Figure 5.24 Schematic diagram of the apparatus using the
MOSFET triggering circuit . . . . « « « « « « « .

X

46

51

53

54

58

59

62

64

65

67

68

73

75

77

79

82



Figure 5.25 Experimental setup used with MSD ignition box 89

Figure 5.26 JP2 connector for interface between MCS-96

microcontroller and peripheral [28] . . . . . . . . . 92
Figure 5.27 Flow chart for ENGINE program . . . « « « « « & 94
Figure 5.28 Flow chart for ENGINE1l program . . « « « + « = 97

CHAPTER 6
Figure 6.1 Various injector position . . . . . . . . . .. . 99
Figure 6.2 Spark plug orientation . ... . . ... ... . 105

Figure 6.3 “xperimental result no.10, CHl~-injector
pressure, CH2-ignition chamber pressure, CH3-spark

plug current, CH4-TDC on fallingedge ... . . . . . 108
Figure 6.4 Experimental .result no.17 . ... ...+« .. ... 109
Figure 6.5 Experimental result no.9 ... . . ... .. . . 112
Figure 6.6 Experimental result no.19 . . . . . . . . . . . . 114

CHAPTER 7
Figure 7.1 Schlieren photography apparatus . . . . . . . . 117
Figure 7.2 Pressure chamber used for the schlieren

photography experiment . . . . . ..+« « ¢ ¢« ¢« .. . 118

Figure 7.3 Relief valve used with pressure chamber . . . . 122

Figure 7.4 Pressurized chamber for investigation of
gaseous JetS . . . i v i e e i e e e e e e e s e e e . 124

Figure 7.5 Detailed drawing of the ignition chamber model 126
Fiqure 7.6 Software flow chart for MCS-96 cuontrolier . . 128
Figure 7.7 Different injector nozzle configuration
(a) cylindrical nozzle orifice (b) 30° nozzle orifice
angle (c) 30° nozzle orifice angle with modified
injectorpintle . . . . . . . . ¢« ¢ . v ¢ v e e ... . 135
Figure 7.8 Cylindrical nozzle orifice, Hole diameter:

0.75 [mm], Distance: position no.7, Injector opened
fOr 0.36 (MSE@C] .+ v v v & ¢ ¢ ¢ o o o o o o o o o o o« o 137

xi






Figure 8.1 Redesigned ignition chamber insert . . . . . . .

Figure 8.2 Experiment result no.23, CHl-injector
pressure, CH2-ignition chamber pressure, CH3-spark

CHAPTER 8

plug current, CH4-TDC on falling edge .

Figure 8.3 Pressure distribution in both chambers during
ignition, CHl-cylinder pressure, CH2-ignition
chamber pressure . . « « « « ¢« ¢ o ¢ o o .

Figure 8.4 Peak pressure registered in both chambers
during ignition, CHl-cylinder pressure, CH2-

ignition chamber pressure . . . . . « .

Figure B.1 Ignition chamber body . . . « « « « « ¢ « « « .

APPENDIX B

Figure B.2 Ignition chamber insert . . . . .

Figure B.3 Fuel injector spacer . . . . . . . .

Figure B.4 Copper washer (cylinder head and ignition
chamber) B T

Figure B.5 Washer for sealing surface between the fuel

injector spacer and the ignition chamber

Figure B.6 Adapter for spark plug to ignition chamber

Figure C.1
Figure C.2
Figure C.3
Figure C.4
Figure C.5
Figure C.6

Figure C.7

Ignition
Ignition
Ignition
Ignition
Ignition
Ignition

Ignition

APPENDIX C
chamber with spacer number
chamber with spacer number
chamber with spacer number
chamber with spacer number
chamber with spacer number
chamber with spacer number

chamber with spacer number

xiii

147

153

154

155






LIST OF TABLES

CHAPTER 5

Table 5.1 Conversion table from decimal to hexadecimal .

Table

Table
Table
Table

Table

Table

Table

5.2 Results obtained from the experiments

CHAPTER 6

6.1 Injector position. . . . . . .

.

6.2a Initial ignition test results. . . . . . . . . .

6.2b Initial ignition test results

6.2c Initial ignition test results

CHAPTER 7

7.1 Software delay for triggering the light source

CHAPTER 8

8.1 Final ignition test results

xv

57

87

99

101

102

103

130

149



At

Pinj

NOMENCLATURE

injector flow area, [m
discharge coefficient
diameter, [m]

length, [m]

mass of air, [kqg]

mass of fuel, [kg]

21

fuel mass flow rate, [kg/sec]

cylinder pressure at end of compression, [kPa]

initial cylinder pressure, [kPa]

injector pressure, [kPa]

stoichiometric ratio

initial cylinder temperature, [K]

initial cylinder volume, [m3)

clearance volume, [m3]

GREEK SYMBOLS

angle, [deg]
change in time, [sec]
specific heat ratio

volumetric efficiency

xvi

- fuel density in injector, [kg/m3)



-2 -
choices from the point of view of pollutant emission. Emissions
from alcohols are not much less pollutant than those from
gasoline. Natural gas is found in abundance in Canada, and is
relatively inexpensive to extract. In contrast, hydrogen, which
can be obtained from water or natural gas, is relatively
expensive due to the production process used. Therefore, it is
not commercially feasible.

When using a gaseous fuel as combustible for a
vehicular internal combustion engine, two problems arise; (1)
the on board storage of the fuel and (2) the fuel delivery
system. Compressed methane, in a gaseous state, has a lower
volumetric energy content as compared to gasoline. Hence, the
storage of methane in this state, causes an increase in the
weight of the vehicle and occupies a substantially larger volume
of the vehicle in order to preserve a comparable vehicle range.
Gaseous fuels have a larger specific volume than liquid fuels,
thus displaces a greater volume of air when injected into the
manifold. Therefore, direct injection of gaseous fuels into the
cylinder is a more efficient method of fuel delivery than
manifold injection, because there is no displacement of air out
of the cylinder.

For spark ignition engines, an extensive amount of
technology is readily available, thus the engine conversion can
be made without much difficulty. However, for engines operating
on diesel cycle, many obstacles are encountered. There are

limitations to the time available for proper mixing of the fuel
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is its short 1life span, since it has to be used continuously as
opposed to a conventional diesel engine where it is used only for
starting. With the spark plug system, the spark discharge is
restricted to a single instant; therefore the mixture present in
the region of spark electrodes has to be close to stoichiometric.
However, spark ignition support applied to gaseous fuel ignition
presents the highest potential.

For diesel fuels the mechanisms pertaining to
ignition and combustion are well known and documented, but not
for gaseous fuels to be used in diesel engines. Ignition of a
charge of natural gas is a function of the temperature level
present in the ignition chamber. For most diesel engines using
typical compression ratio which ranges between 15-23, the air
temperature in the cylinder near the end of compression is still
not sufficient for self-ignition of the natural gas/air mixture
despite the presence of a stoichiometric ratio mixture at some
location in the chamber. For this reason, ignition has to be
supported by external means.

The proposed concept for this thesis, is to try an
ignition chamber with a spark plug commonly used in Otto engines
to support ignition. However, the use of a spark plug in adiesel
engine creates several problems. One of the problems is the
difficulty for sparking to occur across the electrodes because

of high air density caused by the high compression ratio.
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To fulfill the objective of this thesis the following

issues are addressed in the ensuing chapters.

* Establish the problems related to gaseous fuel
ignition.
* Find a suitable research engine and an ignition

chamber geometry for natural gas ignition.

* Build a research test setup for ignition
investigation.
* Investigate the proposed design and optimize its

performance, so that 100% reliability in ignition

would be obtained.
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Their main feature is to improve the mixing process of a diesel
engine, thus allowing the achievement of higher engine speeds.
Such designs have been used for many decades on conventional
diesel engines, and may prove to be strong contenders for gaseous
fuel ignition.

There are advantages in using a spark ignition engine,
such as to allow time between air and fuel to mix homogeneously
before ignition. There are also advantages in using compression
ignition engine, because it can use low quality fuels i.e. fuels
with low octane number,'And the possibility to inject the fuel
directly into the cylinder. However, there is a possibility to
combine certain features of both engines. They are referred to
as hybrid engines. Stratified-Charge engines fall into this
category, since they try to use the best characteristics of both
cycles.

The Texaco Controlled Combustion System {TCCS) [3] is
an example of stratified-charge engine. Itusesa bowl-in-piston
design as a combustion chamber. Upon injection of the fuel, late
in the compression cycle, the mixture present in the chamber is
highly stratified, however, the air/fuel ratio near by the spark
plug is close to stoichiometric. The fuel is introduced directly
into the cylinder and tangentially with respect to the combustion
chamber. As a result, fast swirlingis created which accelerates
the mixing process between the fuel and the air.

other designs which are falling into the category of

stratified charge engine, is the M.A.N.-FM System ({4]. This
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engine uses a piston cup as combustion chamber and is similar in
operation to the TCCS system previously discussed; it also uses
a spark plug to support ignition. The fuel injector is
positioned such that the fuel is introduced tangentially with
respect to the piston cup. The characteristic that
distinguishes this type from over the TCCS, is the spark plug
location which is placed down stream as opposed to a location
beside the fuel injector. This is to allow a maximum of heat
transfer to the fuel/air mixture before it reaches the spark
plug.

Another design which has known an important commercial
success, is the jet-ignition or torch ignition stratified-charge
engine [5]. The fuel is introduced in the cylinder via two
separate intake valves. A small intake valve is bringing a very
rich mixture to a small pre-chamber (really ignition chamber),
which has a spark plug mounted into it. The main intake valve is
bringing a very lean mixture. The intent of this design is to
operate a lean burning engine. The rich mixture is used only to
support the flame kernel and bring the flame beyond the critical
radius, such that a flame front can develop.

The basic advantage for using an stratified charge
engine is that more degrees of freedom are offered to a designer
to meet specific requirements such as pollutant emissions, or use

of fuel with lower octane requirement [6].
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Some examples of added parameters are:
*Fuel injection advance
*Fuel nozzle orientation and number of holes
*Distance between injector and spark plug
*Ratio of cup volume to clearance volume

*Fuel pressure

Recently, a new type of spark plug has been developed
by the engineers at Bosch GMBH [7]. It uses the principle, of the
divided chamber. .

The spark plug consists of the positive electrode
covered entirely by a negative electrode, with only a small air
volume separating the two electrodes. The hemispherical
ignition chamber wall has small holes drilled into it, to allow
the air fuel mixture to penetrate the void during the compression
cycle. The wall of the chamber performs the role of the ground
electrode. Upon ignition, a violent blast causes the oxidized
gases to escape the pre-chamber, thus accelerating the mixing
process. Experimental results show an increase in flame
propagation rate hence, increasing the engine performance.

In spite of the fact that many researchers have
oriented their work toward the use of more conventional method
for improving ignition of either diesel or gaseous fuels, other
methods more complex have been investigated as well for diesel
engine applications. For example, the application of a resonance

tube for igniting hydrogen in a diesel engine has been
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investigated by C.Lisio [8]. These ignition systems are used for
gas turbine engines and rocket propulsion systems. Lisio
attempted to adapt a resonance tube to produce ignition in a
diesel engine. He designed a resonance tube such that an
ignition delay of the order of a few millisecond and a gas
temperature in excess of 1000 K could be achieved. After having
tried different configurations of resonance tubes, Lisio was not
able to obtained the desired results. In his conclusion he
discussed the difficulties related to the adaptability of this
technology towards diesel engine applications.

Investigation of other methods of ignition for
application on diesel engine has been done by E. N. Quiros et al.
{9]. They suggested a new concept of ignition system based on a
toroidal ignition chamber. This method involves circulating the
air charge heated by compression in a toroid which has the shape
of a converging diverging orifice. The fuel is introduced in the
toroid at the throat of the orifice where the air temperature is
the highest. Upon combustion of the fuel, the gas mixture enters
the diverging part of the chamber such that high gas velocity can
be achieved. This method of ignition is a combination between
the single chamber and the divided chamber used in diesel engine.

To better understand the ignition and combustion
mechanism, knowledge of the concentration distribution of fuel
is of paramount importance in diesel engine study. The work done
in this field by H. Tanabe et al.[10] has been to study the wall

impingement of a jet from a fuel injector. This research focused
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on the unsteady behaviour of wall impinging jet, applied to a
direct injection diesel engine. 1In particular, the pressure
distribution on the surface from the early stage to the end of
injection was the centre of interest. The author used helium and
injected it on a surface. The concentration was measured using
hot wire anemometry, and a pressure probe to map the pressure.
Tanabe et al. reported that the wall jet impingement augments the
air entrainment and, as a result, this scheme promotes a faster
combustion.

Some investigation using platinum wire has been made
by Furuhama and Kobayashi [11]. Using a platinum wire heated to
temperature in excess of 1300 K, the investigators obtained
hydrogen ignition.

In spite of all the work done in the field of diesel
engine ignition using gaseous fuel, several authors including
W. L. Mitchell et al.[12], reported that for the ignition of
methane and hydrogen, the fast wearing of the glow plug is a
persistent problem. To overcome this difficulty, a special high
quality glow plug have been designed. However, because of the
high cost of the material required, this solution became
expensive.

Another approach for solving the ignition problem was
the use of the Spark Aided Diesel Engine (SADE) system. It has
been demonstrated that using a spark plug instead of a glow plug,
excellent results can be obtained, especially in the case of cold

engine start. Study carried by Ubong [13] suggests that engine






CHAPTER 3
3.0 GAS IGNITION CONCEPTS

An evaluation of different designs was necessary to
determine the selection of my experimental design. Before
deciding on a specific ignition chamber geometry, several
already existing designs have to be considered, bearing in mind
their possible conversion toward gaseous fuel application.
Furthermore, the possible change in the pre-~chamber geometry
should be considered, ﬁaking it more feasible for igniting
gaseous fuels. Finally, the problem should be addressed
regarding the chamber accessibility inside the engine selected
for eventual modifications.

The important part of this investigation is to provide
an overview of the air/fuel mixing mechanism involved, before
deciding on the actual geometry of an ignition chamber prototype.
To achieve this, three typical ignition chambers found on
existing engines, have been looked into. This was to help
establish a strategy for developing and testing a new concept of
spark assisted ignition chamber for gaseous fuel application

[16].

3.1 Introduction
It is well known from the literature study that the

ignition difficulties cause serious obstacles in developing
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the spark plug at the moment of ignition. The
same dependence has been observed in the pre-
mixed charge engines. This problem is
quantitatively different and more difficult
because of the stronger local charge

stratification.

3.2 Design Strategy
To overcome the aforementioned ignitiondifficulties,

the following three appfoaches are suggested.

Use a conventional spark plug as a source of
ignition energy but create a proper gas flow
conditions to obtain a stoichiometric fuel to
air ratio at the spark plug electrodes for the
effective flame kernel development.

Apply more unconventional methods to generate
the discharge energy and to distribute the flame
throughout the combustion chamber.

Facilitate gas ignition by the proper pre-
treatment of the injected gas fuel dose in order
to increase its cetane number, i.e. to improve

its ignitability.

Note: The simultaneous use of these three methods can also be

considered.
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3.3 Proposed Ignition Chamber Design

It is known from the previous investigations (such as
for instance Fukuma et al. [17]) that it is very difficult to
obtain compression ignition of hydrogen when injected in the main
combustion chamber. Literature studies conducted on the
investigation of the stratified charge gasoline engines indicate
that the improvement of the ignition process can be best achieved
by means of a divided combustion chamber. A pre-chamber allows
to organize the final air mixing process and the motion of the
charge in such a way that it is favourable for the combustion
initiation. Moreover, the action of a pre-chamber can also
significantly stimulate further combustion process in the main
chamber.

Several specific concepts of the pre—~chamrber ignition
systems are introduced below. Systems designed on the basis of
the Ricardo Hydra as well as of the Peugeot Indenor engines gives
a variety of research possibilities with only minor changes of
the original hardware. This in turn, gives the opportunity to
investigate the influence of several most important parameters
(ignition location point, charge motion intensity, injection jet
geometry etc.) on the ignition process.

The basic modification proposal of the pre-chamber

ignition systems for both engines are introduced below.
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3.3.1.1 Pilot Injection Ignition Chamber

The schematic of the chamber is shown in Figure 3.2.
The chamber is slightly increased in size by moving down its
bottom surface. This allows for shortening of the inter-chamber
passage, which is machined as open as possible. The action of
this pre-chamber (see Figure 3.3) is as follows:

Phase I A pilot dose of gas is injected into the chamber.
The proper amount of the injected gas and its spacial
distribution result from the suitable design of the injector. It
should make it possible to saturate the pre-chamber with the
gaseous fuel rather than to create a typical thin gaseous jet
during this phase. One should therefore, obtain a close to
stoichiometric mixture around the spark plug at the time of
ignition. (See Figure 3.3a)

Phase II The mixture in the pre-chamber is ignited. The
combustion spreads quickly throughout the whole pre~chamber due
to its relatively small volume. Simultaneously, the main
injectionoccurs. The typical gaseous jet enters the pre-chamber
and it penetrates it down to the main chamber through the
connecting channel. The high temperature combustion gases,
contaminated with the chemically active intermediate combustion
products, are mixing with the fresh injected gas. This
stimulates the jet impingement process, as well as air fuel
mixing. It results in a significant increase in burning rate.
The toroidal shape of the main piston-part of the combustion

chamber, helps to organize the combustion process. The richer
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the mixture in the pre~chamber, the more important is the role of

the combustion chemistry in this process. (See Figure 3.3)

Figure 3.2 Pilot injection ignition
chamber for Ricardo Hydra engine

Figure 3.3 Ignition chamber for Ricardo Hydra engine in
action, a. Phase I - Ignition, b. Phase II - Gaseous
torch development
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3.3.1.2 Turbulent Ignition Chamber

The schematic of the chamber is shown in Figure 3.4.
The pre-chamber is similar to that of a pilot-injection geometry,
but the inter-chamber passage is in general smaller in diameter.
The shape of this passage can be modified in the course of the
investigation by applying various inserts.

The action of this pre-chamber (see Figure 3.5) is
described as follows:

Phase I The single gas jet enters the pre-chamber and it
penetrates into the main chamber through the channel. The
dynamic motion of the jet generates several toroidal vortices in
the pre—-chamber axial plane. The outer layer of the jet is being
trimmed by the edge of the orifice which has a smaller size than
the gas jet diameter at this position. The gas from the outer
part of the jet is forced to recirculate and to create several
small vortices. This results in a quick air-fuel mixing in the
region around the jet where satisfactory conditions for the
ignition by a spark plug could be created. (See Figure 3.5a)

Phase II During this phase the torch of burning gases
enters the main chamber. It stimulates the rapid mixing of the
remaining portion of air and gas and results in instantaneous

multi-source ignition. (See Figure 3.5b)



_21_

Figure 3.4 Turbulent ignition chamber
from Ricardo Hydra engine

Figure 3.5 Turbulent ignition chamber of Ricardo Hydra
engine in action a. Phase I - Ignition, b. Phase II -
Flame penetration of charge
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3.3.2 Peugeot Indenor Diesel Engine

This is a high compression indirect injection diesel
engine and it provides an opportunity to investigate the ignition
in an air swirling flow. Basic arrangement of the ignition
chamber is schematically shown in Figure 3.6. The original
injector is replaced by a high pressure gas injector. The
original glow plug is replaced by the conventional spark plug
with the same dimensions. The bottom part of the swirl chamber,
which is removable, makes it possible to modify the shape of the
chamber and the direction of the inter-channel. Also in this
case, the appropriate extension of the spark plug electrodes
allows for the change of the ignition point position. This can
be especially important in the case of the swirling flow, where
one can expect a strong radial charge stratification. The pre-
chamber volume can also be altered by changing the shape of the
bottom part of the pre-chamber. Two different concepts of the

ignition chamber are proposed in the next two sections.

Figure 3.6 Swirl chamber Ricardo Comet of
Peugeot Indenor engine
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3.3.2.2 Dual Jet Ignition Chamber

The schematic of such chamber is shown in Figure 3.8.
This is an open type chamber and the longitudinal shape of the
inter chamber passage is the result of conforming to the shape of
the cavity in the piston crown. The shape of the passage,
however, could be utilized during investigation of the system
previously referred to as the "turbulent ignition chamber". This
chamber in action is shown in Figure 3.9.

This system is basically designed to collaborate with
a dual jet gas injector. Its operation is similar to that
previously described as "pilot injection". The difference is
that now the ignition portion of the mixture of the well
controlled stoichiometry is created by a separate gaseous jet
directed toward the spark plug, instead of the pilot jet
generated during the two stage injection. Again, the main gas
jet interacts with the burned gas flowing out of the pre-chamber

and it stimulates the mixing and combustion process.

Figure 3.8 Dual jet
ignition chamber for
Peugeot Indenor engine
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of air incorporated in the same design.

Upon triggering of the injector, the fuel Iis
progressing toward the passage connecting the pre-chamber with
the main chamber. At this point, because of the geometry of the
chamber, the fuel flow is being divided into two portions. One
part of the fuel remains in the chamber and is being forced to
create a vortex directed toward the spark plug. The other fuel
stream is directed into the main chamber. The advantage of using
a swirling feature on this type of chamber, is to augment the
time duration for the fuel to be in contact with the hot wall.
Under cold starting, this characteristic does not play a
significant role, however, during steady state operation this
feature becomes advantageous. This is essentially because it is
increasing the energetic content of the fuel as it is approaching
the spark plug. However, during cold starting this effect is
drastically reduced, if not insignificant. To vary the ratio of
fuel being delivered to each chamber, the injector position can
be changed by using different injector positions which are shown
in Figure 3.10.

Since the other chambers evaluated were all accessible
only by removing the cylinder head of the engine, such
manipulation which is time consuming, is not desirable for
research purpose. To overcome this problem, locating the pre-

chamber outside the engine seemed appropriate.
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Figure 3.10 Proposed ignition chamber concept

Selecting a single cylinder engine, with the pre-
chamber prototype mounted externally was the final decision. The
single cylinder engine found is manufactured by Petters in
England. The engine has a total displacement of 660.9 [em3], and
operates on a diesel cycle. The main combustion chamber is
placed in the piston crown. Although the engine does not come
with an ignition chamber, the modification required to include
one is modest. Further description of the engine test setup will
be given in the chapter 5 of this thesis.

Inorder to record any changes in pressure taking place
in the chamber because of ignition, a niezoelectric transducer
has been placed opposite to the spark plug, as shown in

Figure 3.10.



CHAPTER 4

4.0 METHODOLOGY

The objective of this experiment is to evaluate a new
design of ignition chamber with spark ignition support,
dedicated for use with gaseous fuels. The method of evaluation
consists of determining the ignition quality wunder cold
starting, and at low engine speed. The fuel injection and
sparking in the ignition chamber was performed every fifty
crankshaft revolutions, so that the engine remained cold during
testing. This investigation was oriented only towards the
ignition performance of the chamber prototype. More research
will be further required to evaluate the combustion
characteristic of this design; however, this will not be covered
in this thesis.

The new type of ignition chamber proposed for this
thesis was investigated on an experimental engine test setup. It
consisted of a single cylinder diesel engine, with a prototype of
the ignition chamber mounted externally on the cylinder head.
This experimental engine was fitted with all the instrumentation
required to provide information about the engine operational
parameters, such as cylinder pressure and temperature. To
indicate the opening of the injector and the fuel discharge
process, a pressure transducer was placed in the body of the
injector to record the pressure fluctuations. Anoptical switch

was placed on the flywheel of the engine so that a signal is sent
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discharge system for the engine was next. Because of the high
air density that exists in a diesel engine, as the piston
approaches TDC, the air enclosed between the spark plug
electrodes acts as a barrier for the current. A standard
ignition system may not work as well in such conditions as in an
Otto cycle where a spark ignition is normally used. Several
spark ignition systems including triggering circuits, have been
evaluated for this test engine. This required a specially
designed apparatus which was made for this purpose.

The instrumen% proposed consisted of two electrodes
mounted on insulated plate, with one electrode connected to
ground. The distance between the electrodes was altered by
having the ground electrode mounted on a micrometer head. This
device was used to evaluate each ignition system combination.

When testing the engine, it was needed to record the
signal for triggering of the ignition coil. This signal provided
proof of a spark occurrence at the spark plug. After the coil was
triggered, from the secondary coil, a discharge occured between
the spark plug electrodes. The arc produced at the spark plug
induces a magnetic field around the high voltage wire. Using a
DC current probe and sending this signal to the digital storage
oscilloscope, accurate recording of a spark presence between the
spark plug electrodes was taken.

After the preparatory stages of the experiment were
completed, the strategy for the actual engine testing was

considered. Several design parameters were changed regarding
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the ignition chamber namely, the injector position relative to
the ignition chamber, the injection advance, and the spark
advance, all are relative to TDC. To allow for more fuel to
remain in the ignition chamber, another parameter was changed in
the pre-chamber. The inter-passage between the ignition chamber
and the main chamber was reduced in diameter. This option was
considered only as a last resort, after all other options were
exhausted, because of the machining required. To achieve this
the insert portion of the ignition chamber was remachined.

At the beginning of the experiment, an initial
injector, setting based on the evaluation of the jet cone angle
was used with respect to the edge of the ignition chamber. Since
the maximum temperature in the cylinder obtained from air
compression occurs at TDC, a spark advance of 2 to 3 [msec] was
used to allowed fuel to mix in the ignition chamber before
ignition. In other words, the spark signal was sent with some
delay after the start of injection.

A series of injector spacers were machined to allow
for a change in the position of the injector with respect to the
swirling part of the ignition chamber. The lowest injector
position allowed for virtually no fuel to remain in the ignition
chamber, and the highest position provided most of the fuel to
remain in the ignition chamber.

Following an analysis of the obtained results, the
best spacer was chosen and the spark advance was varied until

satisfactory results were obtained. Similarly, the injection
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of the ignition chamber and a better knowledge of the injector
orifice geometry necessary to obtain the desired gas jet shape.
A second set of ignition experiments have been performed on the
engine, using the same method which was used during the

preliminary test.



CHAPTER 5

5.0 TEST SETUP FOR IGNITION INVESTIGATION

The apparatus consists of a modified diesel engine
equipped with an experimental ignition chamber. The
experimental setup and the instrumentation required is fully
explained in section 5.1. All the important parameters required
for this experiment are monitored on a digital storage
oscilloscope. The parameters observed are: injector pressure,
ignition chamber pressure, engine temperature, spark advance,
and top dead center position. Upon successful completionof this
experiment, the second step would be to optimize the parameters
in order to obtain combustion at higher engine speed. If the
results would not be satisfactory, schlieren photography is
required to better understand the flow mechanism that takes place

inside the ignition chamber.

5.1 Experimental Apparatus

The experimental test bed consists of a modified
single cylinder diesel engine, fitted with ar ignition chamber
(as shown in Figure 5.1). The engine is driven by a 2.2 [kW]

electric A.C. motor linked via a jaw type coupling.
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Figure 5.1 Petters engine coupled with electric
ignition tests

Figure 5.2 Optical switch support system using the camshaft to
send a signal to the microcontroller
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To reduce the electric motor shaft output speed, and increase the
output torque, a 5:1 reduction gear box is used. The crankshaft
position is monitored by two optical switches placed on the
camshaft that are triggered by a slotted polishad disk (see
Figure 5.2). The TTL type signal is then conditioned and fed
into a microcontroller. The two optical switches are used to
activate the fuel injector and the ignition system.

The Intel MCS—96 microcontroller is used as a digital
controller for this engine setup. The program is written and
assembled in a desktop computer, then downloaded to the
controller via a RS-232 serial port. For the interface between
the controller and the engine, amplification circuits are
necessary. The boost type circuit serves as a triggering system
for the fuel injector. Similarly, a control circuit is placed
between the controller and the ignition system for triggering the
spark plug placed in the ignition chamber (see Figure 5.3).

For capturing the signals from the transducers placed
on the engine, a four channel digital oscilloscope manufactured
by Tektronics, with a capability of 200 megasample per second is
used as the data acgquisition system. The data is read by the
oscilloscope and stored in its memory. The curves recorded by

the oscilloscope can then be downloaded to an external plotter.
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The ignition chamber is held in place via the fuel injector which
is retained to the cylinder head with two threaded studs. The
torque applied to the studs has to overcome the gas pressure
building up in the pre-chamber.

To vary the amount of fuel distributed between the
ignition chamber and the main cylinder, a series of spacers have
been machined (see Figure 5.6). These spacers causes the
injector to be located further away or closer to the shaving
insert, depending on the spacer selected. To seal the two

surfaces between the ignition chamber body and the spacer, a

copper washer has been machined and is used as a gasket.
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Figure 5.6 Ignition chamber with injector spacers
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The steel body of the ignition chamber has been
designed to be used with a pressure transducer and a spark
ignition system. However, both components mounted on the chamber
need to be installed on adapters designed for this purpose. The
adaptors are then mounted on the ignition chamber bedy, and the
excess material is removed such that the interior surface of the
ignition chamber is uniform.

The fuel shaving insert is also made out of steel, and
is press fitted into the ignition chamber body. This insert can
be removed and replace with another one. The reason for this is
to provide more flexibility to change the size of the passage
between two chambers, if necessary.

This design offers significant advantages from a
research point of view, first because of its outside cylinder
head location , and second because of the ease of modifying the
geometry of any component without much work. Refer to Appendix

B for ignition chamber detailed drawings.

5.3 High Pressure Gas Injector Modifications

This section is aimed to provide the reader with a
background on how the gas injector operates, and the type of
flow mechanism involved in this process. This injector has been
built from modified CAV-Lucas fuel injector components, such as
the nozzle and the body. This injector has been developed and
tested in the Fuel Control Laboratory (FCL) at Concordia

University.
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Figure 5.7 Cross sectional view of the injector
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Figure 5.8 Ignition chamber for Petters engine with injector,
spark plug and pressure transducer

This injector features solenoid operation, so that it
can be controlled electronically instead of the conventional
hydraulic actuation. The solenoid must overcome the spring
preload force needed for the closure of the injector, the high
differential gas pressure needed for diesel injection, and
should also provide fast dynamic action such that the necessary
quantity of fuel needed can be delivered in less than 4 [msec].

The other consideration when using gaseous fuel, is
the compressibility effect. If excessive throttling occurs
inside the injector, shock waves may occur at some places other

than the nozzle orifice; this would cause a significant
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fluctuation in the fuel dose. For this reason, sonic flow has to
be present only at the nozzle orifice of the injector. This is
an important consideration when using gas injectors in an
internal combustion engine. For a sonic flow at the injector
orifice, the fuel flow rate delivered to the cylinder is a
function of the injector internal pressure only; any
fluctuations in the cylinder pressure would not affect the fuel
dose delivered. Whereas for the subsonic case, the fuel flow
rate is a function of the back pressure as well as the injector

internal pressure.

5.3.1 Calculation of Injected Fuel Dose

The calculation is used to size the injector nozzle
orifice, required to deliver the correct fuel dose. From the
given parameters of the diesel engine used on this setup, the
required fuel dose can be determined.

The diesel engine used here is manufactured by Petters
England, model PH1. It is a single cylinder engine with a total
capacity of 660.9 [cm®] and a compression ratio of 16.5:1 (see
Appendix E for further details). However, the actual compression
ratio of the modified test engine is significantly less, because
of the added volume of the ignition chamb-r.

The fuel dose for this engine can be found in the
following way. The equation of reaction between the oxygen and
methane (since natural gas is made of 95% of methane, one can

assume pure methane) is:
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CH, + 20, ~ CO, + 2H,0 (5.1)

From mass balance one gets:

18 + 64 ~ 46 + 36 (5.2)

From the mass balance in (5.2), dividing through by 18, results
in an O, to CH; ratio of 3.556. Since there is 0.21 O, per 1 unit
of air, the stoichiometric fuel to air ratio is 16.9 [kg] of air
to 1 [kg] of CH,. Having calculated this quantity, one can now
solve for the fuel dose.

Since the total displacement volume of the cylinder,
the cylinder pressure and the type of fuel are known, using the
state equation, the fuel dose delivered to the cylinder can be
determined. However, for a diesel engine 30% excess air is
required. The equation to find the mass of air in the cylinder
is:

m, =1 (P;V;/RT;)
where R = 0.287 [kJ/kg*K] (for air)

For P

90 [kPa]
V. = 660.9 [cm?®)]

T, = 293 K

N =0.9 (cylinder volumetric efficiercy)
one can determine the mass of air to be m, = 660.9 [mg of air].
The equation of air to fuel ratio is:

Mg =m, /(1.3*%r)

where r is the stoichiometric ratio previously found to be 16.9.

Therefore the dose of fuel is calculated to be m; = 30.08 [mg] of
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Figure 5.9 Nozzle modification needed for gaseous fuel

Knowing this dimension, one can nowmodify the standard CAV-Lucas
nozzle orifice for the flow diameter found above. Figure 5.9
shows the procedure involved for this modification. The
modification shown, is required since gaseous fuels have a much
larger specific volume than 1liquids. Because of this

consideration, the flow area has to be increased substantially.
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Figure 5.10 High pressure gas injector,
measurement device

To measure the displacement of the piston, a dial gage
indicator is used to record the initial and the final position of

the piston. The cylinder shown in Figure 5.11 allows for a back

pressure to be applied using shop air. This is needed for a more
accurate measurement of the fuel dose.

The advantage of this device over other systems which
have been used by D.Miele [19] and Tebelis [20], to calibrate a
gaseous fuel injector, is that the back pressure caused by the
increase incylinder pressure can be simulated. However, because
of this large back pressure, the device has a tendency to leak.
Since the proposed instrument can simulate the back pressure, it

is possible to achieve a better injector calibration.
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5.3.3 Calibration Methodology

The objective here is to simulate as accurately as
possible the conditions which prevail in a diesel engine,
including the back pressure caused by the compression of the air
in the combustion chamber. This is simulated here by using the
shop air to pressurize one side of the piston. Because of design
consideration, as well as safety reasons, the back pressure has
been limited to only 6.5 [bar]; it is important to point out that
the shop air is acting as a spring when injection occurs.
Viscous damping is present as well, provided by the small
clearance gap which allows the piston to slide in the cylinder.
The two parameters mentioned above should be considered before
any results are recorded.

It is important to trigger the injector a few times
before the test to fill-up the methane compartment, and to
release it through the relief valve so that only pure methane
will remain in that portion of the cylinder. At that point the
injector pressure can be kept at around 14.6 [bar]. Then, an
initial volume of methane has to be present in the fuel part of
the cylinder, at least 50 times larger than the fuel dose, so
that the piston does not move violently, potentially damaging the
instrument. Following this procedure, the injector pressure is
raised to the working pressure of 70 [bar]. The instrument is

now ready for operation.
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reduction in effective flow area. The general term used for such

case is referred to as vena contracta.

5.3.5 Determination of the Gas Jet Angle

The last step before installing the injector on the
test engine, is to find an initial position for the injector,
using the spacers to locate it with respect to the ignition
chamber. The method described here is very simple however, it
should be sufficient for the initial engine tests.

It consists of triggering the injector onto a metallic
screen impregnated with grease. Figure 5.15 shows how the set-up
is mounted. The injector is placed at a distance L from the
metallic screen and mounted firmly on a surface. The metallic
screen is sufficiently large so that the injector, when
triggered, leaves a print of the jet on the screen. The
resulting circle is used along with the distance I to determine

the gas jet cone angle. By simple geometry we get the equation:

D
= ARCTAN (—
o (2L)

Where 2 times the angle a is equal the cone angle.
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Figure 5.15 Setup used to determine the gas jet cone angle

5.4 Injector Control Circuit

The control of the electronic fuel injector is
accomplished via an amplification circuit, which uses the low
input current signal from the microcontroller and outputs a high
current signal sufficient to unseat the injector needle. For
this experimental setup two test circuits have been tried,
namely, an H~bridge circuit and a boost circuit, for which each

circuit has particular output characteristic.
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As previously noted, both circuits use a forward

signal as well as a reverse signal. The reverse signal is used
to demagnetize the solenoid hence, insuring a faster closing of
the injector. However, both circuits have different current and
voltage output feature. The H-bridge circuit (see Figure 5.16)
used by T.Krepec et al. [21], has a constant output voltage of 12
volts, as shown in Fiqure 5.17 where the current rises in the
solenoid slowly, and peaks toward the end of the signal. Since
the force generated by a solenoid is proportional to the current
passing through it, the maximum force for this solenoid is only
available toward the end of the input pulse. The force generated
by the current passing through the solenoid has to overcome the
spring preload, as well as the high gas pressure present in the
injector body. As a result, a substantial delay exists between
the beginning of the input pulse and the injector needle lifting
of its seat (see Figure 5.17). This is where the design of the
boost circuit becomes more advantageous. The initial circuit
design was developed by Green et al. [22], and subsequently

modified by Hong et al. [23, 24].
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The boost circuit of Figure 5.18 shows the protective
diodes used to shield the 24 [V] source and the boost capacitor
which provides the large current input to the solenoid (see
Figure 5.19). The other feature which render this circuit more
advantageous to use over the H-bridge confiquration is the use of
two relays instead of four. These solid state relays
substantially increase the cost of the amplification circuit.
In turn, this circuit requires two supply voltages of 24 and 100
[V] as compared to 12 [V] for the H-bridge configuration. The
circuit simplification is in part due to the use of a zener diode
and a 35 [V] 560 [uF] capacitor placed along side of it. Once the
forward signal has been sent via the relay A, that relay is then
closed and relay B opens for the reverse signal. This reverse
signal is accomplished by discharging the capacitor to the ground
through relay B. The zener diode is used to limit the voltage to
only 12 [V] across the capacitor during the entire forward
signal.

Another feature that is found in both circuits, is the
protective device used to insulate the microcontroller from the
amplifier. The HCPL2630 optocoupler consists of light emitting
diodes that upon switching to ground, send light to a
phototransistor that output a signal to the relays. This device
is used as a protection against possible back emf that occurs
when switching large current.

The boost circuit advantage is the possibility of

varying the capacitor value (100 (V] side) and the 15 (W]
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resistor, thus allowing control of the transient current
characteristics of the circuit. This possibility is not
available with the H-bridge.

After testing both circuits under working conditions,
i.e. an injector pressure of 70 [bar], it was found that the H-
bridge circuit could not open the injector, even with the high
air pressure present in the engine cylinder during compression.
Therefore, the circuit which will be used on the test rigwill be
the boost circuit configuration,

5.5 Signal Conditioning Circuit for Measuring

the Crankshaft Position

A diesel engine, unlike an spark ignition engine,
requires the fuel dose to be injected near TDC. To achieve this,
the proper timing between the piston position and the opening of
the fuel injector is of paramount importance. For an engine
using an electronic control, the monitoring of the piston
position can be accomplished by using electronic switches. There
exist other electronic means for finding a piston position, such
as magnetic pick-up which 1is often used in automotive
application, however, the opto-switch was retained for this
experimental setup. Initially it was assumed that the signal
coming out from the opto-switch could be sent directly to the
microcontroller. Because of the electric motor used to turn the
diesel engine, electromagnetic interference generated by the

motor was present and picked-up by the cable that links the opto-
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However, further signal conditioningisrequiredafter
the low pass filter. As shown in Figure 5.20, the shape of the
signal is not compatible for the microcontroller. By passing the
signal through two inverting Schmitt triggers, the signal is
transformed to a standard TTL signal. The Schmitt triggers are
acting as a large gain amplifier, that upon passing a threshold
value, the large gain saturate the amplifier at 5 or 0 volts.
However, when using a SN7414 Schmitt trigger the threshold value
is fixed. The second inverter is needed only to bring back the

signal to its initial setting.
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5.6 Spark Ignition System Evaluation

The goal of this investigation is to evaluate
different ignition systems, and suitably select one which can be
used on the gaseous fuel engine prototype.

A spark comparator was built in order to verify the
strength of the spark generated by the ignition systems. This
tool along with a properly designed triggering systen,

constitute the test setup necessary to carry out the experiment.

5.6.1 Spark Ignition Theory

The theory behind the spark mechanism was briefly
covered in the chapter 2 (Literature Study) however, more detail
should be presented at this point to better understand the
justification for this experiment. The various phases occurring
during a spark discharge are summarized as follows.

A large potential difference across the gap is
necessary to overcome the resistance of the air volume contained
in this gap, which acts as an insulator (see Figqure 5.21). The
critical magnitude of the potential gradient (to obtain a flow of
electrons) depends on the charge density of the mixture, as well
as the homogeneity of the gases contained in that volume. In
this present case, the mixture is formed with air and methane
mixture. Initially, the gas acts as an insulator between the two

electrodes.
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5.6.2 Spark Ignition Selection

The purpose of this investigation is to select an
ignition system suitable for ignition of gaseous fuel operating
in a diesel engine. For this purpose, several ignition systems
comprising of the ignition coil and the triggering circuit will
be tested on a special instrument referred to as a spark
comparator (see Figure 5.23). For different system
configuration, this instrument will help to determine the best
combination of coil and circuit for the test engine.

Two triggerini; systems will be used namely, a MOSFET
circuit and a circuit which is readily available from MSD
ignition system company. Both circuits will be evaluated with
different ignition coils. In selecting an ignition coil to
obtain the best spark performance, it is necessary for the
primary circuit of the coil to have a low primary resistance so
that a maximum current can be drawn.

The testing of the system cannot be done in an
environment where the pressure and temperature corresponds to
the diesel cylinder conditions. Therefore, the system being
tested will be compared to a standard General Motors system which
will serve as a basis of comparison. The experiments will be

carried under ambient conditions.
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5.6.3 Description of the Apparatus and Testing Methodology

The spark comparator is an instrument which consist of
a fixed needle tip and a micrometer head which can be used to vary
the gap between the two tips (see Figure 5.23). However, the
fixed tip can be pre-adjusted in order to accommodate different
spark lengths. The mounting plate on which the fixed tip is
assembled, is made of plexiglass. This material is used to
ensure that the spark jumps only to the other electrode tip. The
micrometer head can be positioned between 0 to 25 [mm].
Finally, a standard ignition coil wire will be mounted directly
on this instrument in place of a spark plug.

The other aspect of this experiment is the use of an
efficient triggering circuit to generate the spark. The
selection criteria for the system are based on the heat
dissipated by the device and on the performance characteristic.
After testing different systems, it was found that a triggering
circuit using a MOSFET unit would offer the best compromise (see
Figure 5.22), due to the high gate impedance of the MOSFET, and
its low ON resistance. Therefore, a minimum heap is generated,
which could alter the switching performance of the circuit.
After completion of this circuit and testing it with the spark
comparator, it will be implemented on the engine prototype.

The testing approach used for testing different
systems is fairly simple. It consists of connecting the ignition
system to the spark comparator as previously mentioned. A ground

wire is attached to the structure of the spark comparator to
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complete the current flow path (see Figure 5.24). The ignition
system is supplied by a 12 [V] battery, rather than a power
supply because of the high current requirement. The switching
circuit is placed on one of the supply wires to the coil. To
generate a signal to the switching unit, a function generator is
used to simulate the TTL microcontroller signal.

Once the whole circuit is operational, an initial gap
is set on the spark comparator. The function generator will
pulse a signal varying between 10 to 60 hz, to simulate the
engine speed. Before taking any data, a certain amount of time
is allowed for the system to reach a steady state temperature.
Once that condition is achieved, proper testing can begin. The
micrometer head setting is increased gradually until misfiring
occurs. This distance is recorded. The above testing procedure
is performed on different systems, and the results are used as a

basis of comparison.

5.6.4 Ignition Triggering Circuit

For thisevaluationexperiment, two triggeringsystems
have been tested namely, a standard MSD ignition box, and a
transistorized circuit using aMOSFET transistor. The MSD system
provides multiple signals to the primary coil thus, generating
multiple sparks, whereas the MOSFET circuit produces a single

signal to the coil.
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The MSD series six multiple spark discharge ignition
circuit serves as replacement for the standard ignition system
on most american car. This system used with the recommended MSD
Blaster coil can produce secondary voltage in excess of 40kvV.
However, the ignition box can be used, as well with the standard
colil or other after-market coils. The key feature here is to use
a coil with a primary input impedance as low as possible in order
to obtain the best possible performance. Since most cars are
using distributor style switching box for generating the proper
firing sequence, the MSD system is designed such that it can be
incorporated without modification to a standard ignition system.
The advantages of using a multiple discharge ignition box can be
summarized as follows. The effect of heating up the two
electrodes of the spark plug improves the ionization
characteristics of the air gap. By the same method, the multiple
discharge permits augmentation of the spark plug gap. Therefore,
by increasing the spark plug gap, the net area for energy
transfer is also increased. Furthermore, by increasing the time
for this energy transfer, the total rate of enerqgy transfer to
the mixture will be increased by several folds. The problem
encountered with this device is that it is difficult to tell at
which instance the ignition has occurred in the cylinder and
which spark is responsible for the ignition of the mixture. This
disadvantage only hinders the ability to pin point the exact
moment of ignition. It is disadvantageous only from an

experimental point of view.
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5.6.5 Ignition System Tested
The following ignition systems have been tested with

the spark comparator.

Ignition System 1
GM Standard Ignition Coil with MOSFET Circuit

This coil produces a secondary voltage of about 30 kV,
and has a primary resistance of 2 ohms. Therefore, the primary
current which can be expected to be drawn is 6 amps, for a 12 [V]

primary supply. The result of the test is shown in the Table 5.2.

Ignition System 2
GM HEI Ignition Coil with MOSFET Circuit

This ignition coil, also manufactured by GM produces
a secondary voltage of about 40 kV. This coil’s primary
resistance, at 0.5 ohms is much lower than the previous. The
primary current which can be drawn from the coil for a 12 V source
is 24 amps. The results are shown in Table 5.2.
Ignition System 3
GM HEI Ignition Coil with MSD High Energy Ignition System

The MSD high energy ignition system is placed on the
primary circuit of the ignition coil in order to increase the
primary voltage, which in turn significantly increases the
voltage output of the coil secondary. This after-market product
can be either adapted to a genuine coil, or used along another
after-market low resistance coil. The results are shown in Table

5.2.
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Ignition System 4
MSD Blaster 2 Ignition Coil with MSD High Energy Ignition System

This system essentially has the same system
confiquration as the one previously mentioned, except that an
ignition coil with low primary resistance, manufactured by the
same company, is being used in place of a GM coil. The results

are shown in Table 5.2.

Ignition System 5
MSD Ignition Coil with MOSFET Triggering Circuit

This system uses the LOW primary resistance of the MSD
ignition coil and uses the MOSFET transistor for switching. The
difference between this system and Ignition System 4, is that

only one spark occurs here. The results are shown in Table 5.2.
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5.6.7 Discussion of the Results and Recommendations

Although only five ignition systems have been tested
in this experiment, more tests could be performed on different
ignition systems, in order to investigate their pnssibilities
toward gaseous fuel ignition. Higher energy systems in excess of
60 KV could be tested and tried on the prototype. However, high
per formance systems may not be the most suitable for gaseous fuel
ignition, because they may lack reliability ard cause a fast
wearing of the spark plug. The other concerns include the high
price of such systems.

During the ignition testing, one problem encountered
was the temperature fluctuation of the coil. This effect leads
to an increase in the coil primary resistance. Because of this
problem, some time is needed for the coil to reach a steady state
temperature. Only then, should the results be recorded. This
factor has an effect on the outcome of the results and the
repeatability of the experiment. For this reason, performing
pre-trials at different frequencies, prior to testing, is
suggested before recording any final values.

The system selected for the feasibility experiment is
the MOSFET circuit along with the MSD coil. This decision was
rendered for the reason that only one spark is produced hence
exact position of the sparking can be determined. However,
ignition could be more easily obtained from the MSD coil with the
MSD ignition box, since the results recorded indicates a better

performance that the aforementioned system. This results could



have been well predicted based on the spark ignition theory

elaborated in section 5.6.1.
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5.7 Software for MCS-96 Controller

For controlling the sequence of operations between the
injection, the ignition and the TDC crankshaft position, a 16 bit
microcontroller is used on this engine test bed. The MCS-96
microcontroller family offers the flexibility needed for the
rapid control of dynamic systems, and also has the capability to
rapidly change the operating parameters by modifying the
software. The communication with the microcontroller is
achieved through the personal computer serial port, which is of
the type RS-232, and the host interface port located on the
microcontroller. The program is written in assembler language
and compiled in the host interface. For the engine test setup an
8088 IBM personal computer is used as the host interface. The
ECM-96 interface communication software is utilized for
downloading the machine language code into the microcontroller
memory. Up to 64K bytes of addressable memory space is available
to the user [27].

The key features which prevail a microcontroller over
a personal computer (PC) in this kind of operation can be
summarized has follows. The microcontroller offers direct
access to the microprocessor through the digital I/0 port, and
the analog input port. The design of a PC is not intended for the
external control of dynamic systems. Although it has the
capability, it remains a more costly solution. Moreover, a data
acquisition card can be used for external communication but is

often more expensive than a high end microcontroller.
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For this engine an Intel B80C196KB microcontrollet
evaluation board is used for operating the engine test bed. 1t
features high speed input and output board connection, analoqg
input, external clock, pulse width modulated output and vectored
interrupts. For operating the engine test bed, only the high
speed I/0 port and the vectored interrupts are utilized.

The operation that needs to be performed with the
controller is as follows. It is required that the engine
undergoes 50 crankshaft revolutions before a sequence of events
takes place to ensure that the engine remains cool between every
injection. Instead of reading the signal from the crankshatt,
the camshaft will be used. Because the canshaft is revolving at
half the speed, only twenty five revolutions is then required.
The two input signals coming from the optical switch are fed into
the microcontroller on pin 22 and 42. Both external pins are
used, as external interrupts for the microcontroller. The
external interrupts are edge triggered each time that camshaft
undergoes a complete turn. Once the counter has reached the
count of 25 or 19 hexadecimal (H), the controller outputs a
sequence of signals on pin 6, 8 and 10 for triggering the
injector and the ignition circuit. Pin 6 and 8 (see Figure 5.26)
are responsible for the forward and the reverse signals
respectively, while pin 10 is used for controlling the ignition
circuit. In summary these are the operational requirements of

the software.



JP2 I/0 Expansion Connector
2x25 Pin MOLEX 39-51-5004 or Equiv.

2 - P1.0 Bi-directional

4 - P1.1 Bi-directional

6 - P1.2 Bi-directional

8 - P1.3 Bi-directional

10 - P1.4 Bi-directional

12 - P1.5/BREQ# Bi-directional
14 - P1.6/HLDA# Bi-directional
16 - P1.7/HOLD# Bi-directional
18 - P2.0/Txd Output

20 - P2.1/Rxd Bi-directional

22 - P2.2/Extint Input

24 - P2.3/T2CLK Input

26 - P2.4/T2RST Input

28 - P2.5/PWM OQutput

30 - P2.6/T2UPDN Bi-directional
32 - P2.7/TZCapture Bi-directional
34 - HSO.0 Output

36 - HSO.1 Output

38 - HS0.2 Cutput

40 - HSO.3 Output

42 - HSIL.0 Input

44 - HSL1 Input

46 - HSI|.2/HSO.4 Bi-directional
48 - HSI1.3/HSO.5 Bi-directional
50-vCC

1thru 49-vSS £

0000000000000 0000000Cc 0000
guooo0o0OOoOoo0oo0Ooc00Oo0oDOo00oBonao

F%gure 5.26 JP2 connector for interface between MCS-96
microcontroller and peripheral [28)
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current to flow through the ignition coil.
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This software design implies that both, the power
pulse as well as the damaged pulse have to be executed before the
ignition can occur. The code is designed such that register dx
has to be incremented to 1 before the ignition sequence can
happen. The increment of register dx is done during the power
and demagt interrupt service routine. However, this time delay
is less than 2.0 [msec] if the power and demagt is no more than
300H. To facilitate the understanding of this program, a flow

chart is supplied in Figure 5. 28.
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Table 6.1 Injector Position

Injector
Position

Equivalent Distance L [mm]
(Refer to App. C)

12.0

N Oy O W e

15.0

Figure 6.1 Various injector position
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Table 6.2a Initial ignition test results

Trial Ign Adv Inj Pos Inj Adv Inj Dur Ign Plot No.
[msec) [msec]
Bottle pressure 70 [bar)
1 TDC 7 3.3 6.0 No
2 TDC 6 3.3 6.C No
3 TDC 5 3.3 6.0 No
4 TDC 4 2.3 6.0 No
5 TDC 3 3.3 6.0 No
6 TDC 2 3.3 6.0 No
7 TDC 1 3.3 6.0 No
8 TDC 7 5.5 6.0 No
S TDC 6 5.5 6.0 No
10 TDC 5 5.5 6.0 No
11 TDC 4 5.5 6.0 No
12 TDC 3 5.5 6.0 No
13 TDC 2 5.5 6.0 No
14 TDC 1 5.5 6.0 No
15 TDC 7 5.5 6.0 No
16 TDC 6 5.5 6.0 No
17 T™DC 7 2.4 6.0 No
18 TDC 6 2.4 6.0 No
19 TDC 6 1.5 6.0 No
20 TDC 3 1.5 6.0 No
21 TDC 3 2.5 6.0 No
22 TDC 3 5.5 6.0 No




102 -

Table 6.2b Initial ignition test results

Trial Ign Adv Inj Pos Inj Adv Inj Dur Ign Plot No.
jL [msec]) [msec]
Bottle pressure 70 {bar]
23 TDC 7 2.0 6.0 No
24 TDC 7 6.0 6.0 No
25 TDC 7 4.0 6.0 No
26 TDC 6 4.0 6.0 No
27 TDC 6 2.0 6.0 No
28 TDC 6 6.0 6.0 No
29 TDC 1 6.0 6.0 No
30 TDC 1 4.0 6.0 No
31 TDC 1 2.0 6.0 No
32 TDC 1 2.0 6.0 No
33 TDC 1 4.0 6.0 No
34 TDC 1 6.0 6.0 No
35 TDC 2 6.0 6.0 No
36 TDC 2 4.0 5.0 No
37 TDC 2 2.0 6.0 No
Bottle pressure 55 [bar]
38 TDC 2 2.0 6.0 Yes la & 1b
39 TDC 2 4.0 6.0 Yes N.R."
40 TDC 2 6.0 6.0 No
41 TDC 1 2.0 6.0 Yes 2a & 2b
42 TDC 1 4.0 6.0 No
43 TDC 1 6.0 6.0 No
44 TDC b 1.5 6.0 Yes 3a & 3b

* Result not recorded
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In order to assert that the higher initial fuel dose was the
cause for not obtaining the ignition, more tests have been
carried starting from trial no.52 (see Table 6.2c), with further
reduction of gas pressure from the bottle, and also, with further
increase of the injector distance. At that time it was decided
to reduce the injector nozzle orifice size to decrease the fuel
flow rate, and consequently, the fuel dose being injected.

Beginning at trial no.60 (see Table 6.2c), with an
injector orifice of 0.7 [mm] diameter, a bottle pressure of 70
[bar], ignition has been recorded. To confirm that a fuel dose
reduction was appropriate with an injection advance of 1.5
[msec], the injector position was varied from its highest to its
lowest position.

Another task performed early in the experiment, was to
check if the spark plug orientation was linked to the lack of
ignition. Figure 6.2 shows the two different spark plug
orientations used during the tests. For trials no.1l to 14 (see
Table 6.2a), the orientation of Figure 6.2,top was used, and
during trials no.15 to 31, orientation of Figure 6.2,bottom was
used.

For the last few trials namely, no.69 to 73 (see Table
6.2c), it was decided to replace the MSD ignition system with the
MOSFET single spark circuit. This modification was necessary to
locate the exact timing of ignition. Furthermore, to verify that
the spark was in fact responsible for the ignition, the spark

plug was disconnected. Indeed, no ignition occurred. This
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confirmed that the ignition was the result of the presence of a

spark, and not auto-ignition because of the high gas temperature

that exists near TDC.

1
i

Figure 6.2 Spark plug orientation
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6.1 Test Results and Discussion

The objective of this experiment, to achieve the
ignition of a charge of methane, has been successfully attained.
However, the optimization of the ignition chamber prototype
would require some further work. During the initial phase of the
testing, several problems had to be solved in order to have the
test riq performing as needed. Problems dealing from
electromagnetic interference to the selection of the proper
injector, circuit design and equipment for testing the ignition
chamber prototype had to be addressed.

Concerningelectromagnetic interference, twomeasures
had to be taken to eliminate it. First, the replacement of the
standard spark plug with an R type plug from NGK did help to
suppress the interference. The R spark plug is especially
designed to suppress electromagnetic disturbances generated from
high voltage ignition systems. Secondly, shielding of all wires
carrying a signal to the microprocessor and insuring that all the
equipment is properly connected to a common ground, did eliminate
the interference.

During the evaluation of the amplification circuits,
a constant gas leak along the gas injector solenoid wire
necessitated the modification of the solenoid housing. The
redesigning of the solenoid housing consisted of installing two
terminals imbedded in an insulation material. The terminal ends
allowed to hold the wires in place with screws.

After properly sealing the gas injector, the testing
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of the H-bridge circuit revealed that the circuit was unable to
open the gas injector at pressures above 55 [bar]}. After
extensive testing of the H~bridge circuit and not being able to
operate the injector at pressures above 70 [bar], it was decided
to switch to the boost circuit configuration. The initial
testing of the boost circuit showed very good results. From the
first tests, the injector was operated successfully at 70 [bar].
It was possible to operate the gas injector at pressures up to 83
[bar], and obtain reliable gas injection.

While completing the assembly of the engine test rig,
a question arised concerning the capability of the spark ignition
to properly operate in a diesel engine, because of the high
compression ratio. To solve this problem, a spark comparator has
been used to determine the efficiency of each spark ignition
system. The results obtained from this experiment showed that
the multi-spark MSD coil and triggering system was more suitable
for the engine test setup. The MSD system has been used only for
the initial engine testing since it offered the most energetic
sparks. However, in spite of this advantage, it was difficult to
indicate the exact moment where ignition has occurred. It was
then decided that for a lost part of the experiments the MSD coil
with the MOSFET single spark ignition system would be used. The
reason was that a single spark system shows precisely the timing
whereas, amultispark systemdoes not offer this possibility (see

Figure 6.3 and Figure 6.4).
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After completing the preparation of the engine test
setup and drafting the testing schedule, the engine was ready for
testing of the ignition chamber prototype. The initial
conditions have been determined to be; the spark advance set at
TDC and the injection advance set to 3.3 [msec], with the only
parameter changed being the injector position.

The injector has been positioned from the highest
position (position no.7) and moved down to reduce the amount of
fuel distributed to the ignition chamber. At this point, no
ignition has been recorded. 1In spite of the fact that the
quantity of fuel remaining in the ignition chamber has been
varied by changing the injector spacer, it was no ignition upon
sparking. To obtain ignition, the injection advance has been
varied to increase or decrease the mass of fuel present in the
ignition chamber upon sparking. In other words, the sparking
signal was kept at the TDC position, and the injection advance
was varied as it can be seen from table 6. 1la and 6.1b (tests no.15
to 37).

After exhausting all the possibilities, it was decided
to reduce the fuel flow rate by decreasing the bottle pressure.
This was to further decrease the fuel amount present in the
ignition chamber upon sparking. On trial no.38 in table 6.1b,
the ignition was reccrded with the injector at position no.2.
Therefore, the direction to take was to reduce the fuel flow
rate. Note, that the injector was almost at its lowest position

(position no.2) and the spark was produced at the beginning of
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At this stage of the experiment, consistent ignition
was obtained, with the best result at position no.5 with an spark
advance of 1.5 [msec], and ignition signal at TDC. However, one
question arises from the fact that a long time delay between the
spark occurrence in the ignition chamber, and an increase in
pressure is recorded in the cylinder. This can be observed in
Figure 6.4, where the time delay measured on the graph is
approximately 10 [msec]. To reduce this delay, it was decided to
change the position of the spark advance to 4.0 [msec] after TDC
and see if the time delay would increase or decrease. With the
spark at 2 or 4 [msec] after TDC, the time delay did not change
significantly. On the other hand, when the injection was
completed before TDC and sparking occurred just before TDC a
significant reduction in time delay was observed. Figure 6.6
shows this result with the injection beginning 6 [msec] before
TDC and the spark signal sent 2 [msec] before TDC; the ignition
delay for this case was about 6 to 7 [msec].

The long ignition delay recorded on the oscillogram,
and the unclear mixingmechanism in the ignition chamber required
more, in depth, investigations. A better understanding of the
flow process taking place inside the ignition chamber would
provide the necessary tools for optimizing the new pre-ignition
chamber prototype. To achieve this, the schlieren visualization

method was used.



CHAPTER 7

7.0 VISUALIZATION OF THE GAS FLOW PATH
USING SCHLIEREN PHOTOGRAPHY

The results obtained in chapter 6 suggested that a
better understanding of the gas flow mechanism inside the
ignition chamber is necessary, prior to further ignition
testing. Several gas flow visualization methods are available
such as shadowgraph and schlieren photography. Because of the
availability of the equipment, schlieren photography is used.
The advantage of schlieren photography is that the equipment
required, as well as the skill needed for building the
experimental setup, was available.

Schlieren photography helps in understanding the
ignition process taking place in the ignition chamber because the
gas flow path can be made visible with this method. To simplify
the test setup, it was decided that the visualization of the gas
flow in the chamber will be performed on a chamber model
dedicated for the schlieren photography use, instead of mounting
all the schlieren apparatus around the engine and modifying the
existing ignition chamber by installing quartz windows; this
would be very difficult on such a small chamber and the
relocation of the spark plug and the pressure transducer would
make it even more difficult. To overcome this problem, an
ignition chamber model which had the same dimensions as the
original chamber was mounted in a special pressurized chamber,

where large quartz windows were installed on either side of the
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chamber to allow the light to pass through the test section.

7.1 Experimental Apparatus

Schlieren photography is a method which consists of
capturing on film a gas or a liquid flow path that occurs in a
time span no less than 0.1 [msec]. Its limiting variable is the
spark duration, which is of the order of 1 [usec]. For a good and
clear picture, the duration of the event should not be less than
the time limitation aforementioned. Additional explanation on
the theory surrounding schlieren photography is provided in
section 7.5.

As previously mentioned in section 7.0, the ignition
chamber flow visualisation will not be performed on the test
engine itself but rather on a special model of the chamber
installed in a pressure chamber. The schlieren photography
method requires passing a straight column of parallel light
through a test section. To achieve this, the test section will
be placed between two concave mirrors where the light is allowed
to penetrate the test section via the quartz windows placed on
both sides of the pressure vessel (see Figure 7.1 and
Figure 7.2). The schlieren setup shown in Figure 7.1 is referred
to as the 2 configuration. The light leaves the point source to
reach the first mirror, then passes through the test section to
reach the second mirror then goes through the knife edge and
finally reaches the photographic plate. This passage forms the

letter 2, hence term the Z configuration. Other configurations



are also available, however, this configuration is most often

used for flow visualisation.
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7.2 Design of a High Pressure Vessel with Quartz Windows

This pressure vessel has been developed to simulate
the pressure effects after the air compression in a diesel engine
(see Figure 7.3). In the present case, the maximum pressure
recorded in the modified engine, without ignition, Las been 28.2
[bar]. This maximum pressure has been measured with the piezo-
electric pressure transducer located in the ignition chamber.

An important consideration of this design was the wull
rigidity. With this consideratior., the deflection of the
pressure chamber wall where the quartz windows are located, have
been designed for a minimal deflection. If a large deflectionof
the wall would be allowed, the windows could possibly crack
because of stresses produced in the quartz blocks. The windows
thickness is 25 [mm] and they are made of top grade quartz. The
quality of the quartz windows is of paramount importance because
they can cause a substantial deformation of the image observed at
the test section.

In order to access the ignition chamber model, the top
plate of the pressure chamber was made removable. It is screwed
into place with 12 3/8 NC bolts. To ensure proper sealing
between the cover and the chamber, a copper gasket is used on

this design.






- 123 -

The i nition chamber model (shown in Figure 7.5) is
bolted onto the cover plate of the pressure chamber. Because it
is not possible to vary the injector position in the chamber, the
model is able to move back and forth via slotted holes, which are
also used to attach the model to the cover plate.

For security reasons, a pressure relief valve has been
installed on the cover plate as well, and it has been set to break
open at 28.2 [bar] (see Figure 7.3). This feature is necessary
in case when the injector may remain in the open position or in
the worst case, when the.ignition of the fuel dose would occur;
however, the later possibility is very unlikely. Furthermore,
the pressure chamber is grounded. Note that this pressure
chamber simulates only the impact of pressure in the engine
chamber; the temperature remains at room conditions. An actual
picture of the pressurized chamber, before modifications, is
shown in Figure 7.4.

The other flow component not simulated with this
apparatus, is the reverse flow, where upon compression, some air
is flowing from the main chamber into the ignition chamber. It
has been determined, by measuring the pressure in both chambers
that the reverse flow is minimal at TDC piston position and may
be discarded in order to simplify the apparatus. The important
goal to be achieved with this chamber is to gain some knowledge
about the flow path inside the ignition chamber, as well as, the
conditions modifying the fuel jet shape after leaving the

injector. Nonetheless, this setup may be used as a first
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strategy for optimizing the ignition chamber.
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Figure 7.4 Pressurized chamber for investigation of gaseous
jets
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Again, upon completion of this loop, which is used to trigger the
injector opening, the previous value loaded in ioportl is ORed
with the number #10H. As a result, two pins are now HIGH namely,
pins 6 and 10. When pin 10 goes HIGH, the light source is
triggered. In turn, this causes the event taking place in the
pressure chamber to be recorded on the photographic plate. Since
the light is triggered only on a positive edge, the pulse
duration is not important. However, for this case the pulse
duration is kept fixed for a count of 200H, representing a pulse
duration of about 1.0 [msec]. Note that the value of the other
two loops energy and demagt, have values that are varied
depending on the injector opening duration. When the second loop
is completed, the reverse signal is generated for closing the
injector. The only purpose of this signal is to reduce the total
time opening of the injector thus, to reduce the accumulation of
methane in the pressure chamber. To achieve this, the pins 6 and
10 are ANDed with the value #08H in ioportl, as a result, pin
number 8 goes from LOW to HIGH and pin 6 and 10 are now LOW. The
duration of the reverse signal is less than 0.5 [msec]. The last
operation to be performed is the reset of all the pins to a LOW
state. This is achieved by loading #00H in ioportl. At this
point all the pins are now LOW. The important feature of this
program is the timing sequence between the injector and the light
triggering. The total opening duration of the injector is
irrelevant since the element of interest here is the flow

characteristic at full opening of the injector.
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7.5 Schlieren Photography Operation

This method is widely used in the field of compressible
fluid mechanics to visualize discontinuity of a flow path or
density gradient in a fluid. The word "schlieren" is a German
term which refers to a local inhomogeneity in a medium, that is
caused by the bending of the light, as it is passing through
different density gradient. As a result, bright and dark area’s
represent different fluid densities. This method is often used
in the discipline of gas dynamics to visualize shock waves. [29]

The schlieren visualization method can be utilized to
quantify a density field since the different shades of grey can
represent a particular density at each point of that flow field.
However, for a quantitative analysis it is required to have a
reference schlieren head indicating a known density. For the
present experiment the main interest here is not to obtain a
qualitative measure but rather see how the flow path develops in
the ignition chamber.

The most wutilized schlieren setup 1is the 2
configuration [30]. It uses parabolic mirrors with the test
section placed in between. The light is emitted from a point
source and is placed at the focal point of the first parabolic
mirror. The column of parallel light leaving the mirror reaches
the test section where a density field bends the light. As a
result, dark and bright areas are produced at the test section.
The light beam will eventually reach the second mirror and

converge to a knife edge. The purpose of the knife edge is to
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remove some of the light by diverging it away from the
photographic plate. This allows to vary the light intensity on
the photographic plate thereby, controlling the amount of light
reaching the film. In spite of this, the light is still evenly
distributed on the photographic plate.

Several factors pertaining to this method should be
emphasised. As mentioned in section 7.1, the light source should
be smaller than the object observed at the test plane by a ratio
of 10:1. Also, specially designed parabolic mirrors are used for
schlieren photography, "with their silver coated and highly

polished surface.

7.6 Visualization Methodology

The objective of this experiment is to visualize the
gas jet leaving the injector under different conditions. Among
the cases studied, is the impact of the variation of the injector
backpressure by changing the pressure inside the pressure
chamber, and the effect of the injector nozzle orifice geometry.
The interest of this experiment is to see how it is possible to
vary the cone angle of the gas jet discharged from the injector.
As the result of the cone angle change, more or less fuel can be
allowed to circulate around the spark plug, +uus changing the
conditions for ignition.

The designof the ignition chamber model allows for the
variation of the distance between the injector and the shaving

edge of the ignition chamber. This injector position change
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corresponds to the different spacers used on the test diesel
engine. However, this experiment will focus mainly on injector
positions number 5 and 7. The reason for using spacer number 5
is because the best ignition results have been obtained so far
with this distance. Spacer number 7 is used here to see what is
the maximum fuel jet position distribution allowing the injected
gas to remain in the ignition chamber. Once the initial distance
is selected, either with spacer no.5 or 7, the chamber will be
closed and sealed with silicone to prevent any possible leak.

Next, the pressure relief valve has to be adjusted for
a maximum pressure. For this purpose, a known air pressure will
be applied in the pressure chamber using the air bottle pressure
gage. It has been decided that 28.2 [bar] would be the maximum
safe pressure to use with this pressure chamber. At this point,
the spring of the relief valve is adjusted, until the air starts
leaking out of the valve. It is important to purge the chamber
and refill it with fresh air after several injections.

As previously mentioned, the main interest here is to
test several nozzle orifice confiqurations by visualizing the
jet formation. Because the flow taking place in this nozzle
orifice is unsteady, the prediction of the jet angle using
analytical methods is considered as not feasible.

A cylindrical nozzle orifice geometry will be tested
first because most of the gas expansion would take place outside
the injector orifice. This was the original injector nozzle

orifice configuration which has been used on the diesel test
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engine, after the reduction in the flow area. Next, a 30°
conical orifice nozzle will be tested. 1In this case, some
expansion will take place inside the nozzle orifice and the
remaining of the expansion will take place outside the injector.
Lastly, a modified gas injector with a grooved needle tip will
be used to induce a swirling effect to the gas flow, which should
cause the gas jet leaving the injector to increase in angle.
This test will still be made with the 30° nozzle orifice angle.
All these tests will be performed with a chamber pressure of 21.4
[bar]. The Figure 7.7 below shows the different injector nozzle
orifice configurations tested with the schlieren photography

setup.
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clearly reveal that some fuel is coming to the vicinity of the
spark plug.

Figure 7.8
nozzle orifice,
Hole diameter:

[msec]

Cylindrical

0.75 [mm]}],
Distance: position no.7,

g

Figure 7.9
nozzle orifice,

Hole diameter: 0.75 [mm],
Distance : position no.7,
Injector opened for 0.36

Cylindrical

Injector opened for 0.67
[msec ]

Figure 7.10 Cylindrical
nozzle orifice,

Hole diameter: 0.75 [mm],
Distance: position no.7,

Injector opened for 1.60
[msec]






Figure 7.14

30° nozzle orifice angle,
Hole diameter: 0.75 [mm]

Distance: position no.5,

Injector opened for 0.67
[msec]
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Figure 7.18
30° nozzle orifice angle,
Hole diameter:

0.75 [mm]|
Distance: position no.%,
Injector opencd for 1.60
[msec ]

Figure 7.16
30° nozzle orifice angle,
Hole diameter: 0.75 [mm]
Distance: position no.5,

Injector opened for 2.10
[msec]



Figure 7.17

30° nozzle orifice angle,
pintle modified to induce
swirl,

Hole diameter: 0.75 [mmn],
Distance: position no.5,
Injector opened for 0.67
{msac )
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Figure 7.18

30° nozzle orifice angle,
pintle modified to induce
swirl,

Hole diameter: 0.75 [mm],
Distance: position no.5,
Injector opened for 0.92
[msec]

N4
Figure 7.19
30° nozzle orifice angle,
pintle modified to induce
swirl,

Hole diameter: 0.75 [mm],
Distance: position no.5,

Injector opened for 1.60
[msec]
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For the third experiment, a 30° cone orifice has been
cut in the insert which was pressed into the nozzle orifice of
the injector. The result we were hoping to get, was an increase
in the jet opening angle (see Figure 7.14, Figure 7.15, and
Figure 7.16). The assumption here was that because the orifice
is very short, a minimum amount of expansion would be taking
place inside the nozzle orifice, and as a result, the expansion
waves would discharge at a greater angle, as compared with the
cylindrical hole case. However, the result was not as expected;
rather than having an increase in the jet angle, a substantial
decrease was the result. Again, looking at the ignition chamber
shaving edge, the gas jet diameter when entering the hole is
almost half of the size of the cylindrical connecting hole
diameter. Lastly, to overcome the problem of the jet angle
decrease caused by the opening of the nozzle orifice to a 30°
angle, a modification to the nozzle needle tip was proposed by
making two small grooves in the sealing surface; this would
hopefully induce a swirl of the gas leaving the injector as it is
made in gas turbine swirl nozzles. As a result, this
modification may lead to an increase in jet angle. Again, the
outcome of this modification was negative. It did not lead to
the expected result. Instead, the jet cone further decreased in
angle, as shown in Figure 7.17, Figure 7.18, and Figure 7.19.

The four tests aforementioned have been performed
under the same conditions. The only factor which distinguished

them was the fact, that the nozzle orifice seat needed to be
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gas dynamics, the expansion waves resulting from the pressure
adjustment are responsible for the enlargement of the jet cone
angle; this is referred to as a Prandtl Meyer fan [33].
Furthermore, by increasing the injector pressure, one can obtain
a larger gas jet cone. However, the limitation here is that the
injector solenoid triggering circuit may not be capable of
opening the injector at a pressure in excess of 80 [bar].

The other conclusion that can be drawn from this
experiment is that the schlieren photography could have been
first used to determine the initial geometry for the ignition
chamber. After having obtained the correctly functioning
chamber, it could be tested on the engine.

It was decided that another experiment will be
repeated on the test engine with a reduced hole size of the fuel
shaving edge in the ignition chamber. Instead of using a 5 [mm]
hole, the hole will be reduced to 4 [mm]. This is made to allow
more of fuel to remain in the pre-chamber using the existing
injection.

Further analysis of the test results points toward
some controversy, regarding the conclusions being drawn. In the
early testing stage of the diesel engine, the test results
suggested that an excess of fuel was injected into the ignition
chamber. This has been confirmed by the tests showing that
ignition could be obtained by sequentia.ly decreasing the
injector pressure. However, in these early testing of the

engine, a nozzle orifice angle of 30° was used until it was
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decided to reduce the flow area. After that modification of the
flow area, it was decided to use a cylindrical orifice
configuration. Because of this type of geometry (cylindrical
instead of a 30° nozzle orifice angle) more fuel was now sent to
the ignition chamber. This contradiction of the experimental
results gives a strong motivation for performing other tests on
the diesel engine setup.

Finally, from combustion theory, some diffusion [34]
of the gaseous jet may be also taking place at the jet boundary.
This could be a possible explanation for the ignition of a fuel
charge in the test engine. In future investigations, using the
schlieren method, one could try to focus more on that region and
see if some fuel is in fact leaving the jet core, and going toward
the spark plug. Moreover, an investigation of the type of flow
taking place in the spark plug electrodes vicinity would be an

additional and valuable piece of information.
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Figure 8.1 Redesigned ignition chamber insert

The new injector nozzle orifice diameter, and the new
insert design have been tested in the following sequence.
Starting from test no.69 to 78 (see table 8.1), the spark advance
was set to 2 [msec] before TDC, the injection advance to 6
[msec], and the injector position has been varied fromno.7 to 1.
During this testing sequence no ignition was recorded. Then the
next sequence, from trial no.76 to 81 (see table 8.1), the spark
advance was moved from 2 to 4 [msec] before TDC, the injection
advance was retained and the injector position was varied from 7
to 1 again. Ignition was recorded at two injector positions

only, namely position no.4 and 5.
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For the next experiment sequence, it was decided to
reduce the injector flow area once again, from 1 [mm] to 0.8
[mm]; a similar orifice size reduction was found to be necessary
during the first ignition experiment described in chapter 6.
During this sequence of trials, the spark advance was set to 2
[msec] before TDC, and the injector advance to 7 [msec] before
TDC. Beside a reduction in fuel mass flow rate from the
injector, the time of injection was increased from 6 to 10
[msec]. The point of interest here was to see if a more gradual
fuel introduction would have an impact on the ignition delay. In
a similar fashion as in the previous test, the injector position
was changed from the highest to the lowest distance. Ignition
was recorded on all of the positions , except on injector
position nos.7 and 2. It is worth mentioning at this point that
a very good ignition repeatability was observed during this
testing sequence.

The last test namely, test no.J39, was used to identify
the origin of ignition. After all the tests performed there weas
no certitude on the exact provenance of the ignition. By
installing a pressure transducer in the main cylinder and
recording the pressure increase, it is possible to show the

origin of ignition.
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Table 8.1 Final ignition test results

ITrial | Ign Adv | Inj Pos | Inj Adv

Inj Dur I Ign

Plt No
69 2.0 7 6.0 6.0 No
70 2.0 6 6.0 6.0 No
71 2.0 5 6.0 6.0 No
72 2.0 4 6.0 6.0 No
73 2.0 3 6.0 6.0 No
74 2.0 2 6.0 6.0 No
75 2.0 1 6.0 6.0 No
76 4.0 7 6.0 6.0 No
77 4.0 6 6.0 6.0 No
78 4.0 5 6.0 6.0 Yes 20
79 4.0 4 6.0 6.0 Yes 21
80 4.0 3 6.0 6.0 No
81 4.0 2 6.0 6.0 No
82 4.0 1 6.0 6.0 No ]
83 2.0 7 7.0 10.0 No
84 2.0 6 7.0 10.0 Yes N.R."
85 2.0 5 7.0 10.0 Yes 21
86 2.0 4 7.0 10.0 Yes 22
87 2.0 3 7.0 10.0 Yes N.R.
88 2.0 2 7.0 10.0 Yes N.R.
89 2.0 1 7.0 10.0 No
90 2.0 5 7.0 10.0 Yes 23

*Result not recorded
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8.1 Test Results and Discussion

The first set of trials has been used to investigate if
a flow area of 1 [mm] diameter, with a cylindrical orifice
geometry, would produce better results. During the first
ignition experiment a flow area of 1 [mm] with a diverging
orifice geometry was used, but no ignition was recorded.
Following the schlieren photography experiment, it has been
found that a diverging orifice type is not suitable for this type
of chamber geometry, instead a cylindrical geometry is
preferable. The main reason for using a larger flow area is
because when the engine would be running at high speed, very
short injection are required, this implies a time limit for
injecting the required fuel dose. Eventhoughthisinvestigation
is concerned with only the cold start conditions, this aspect of
the short injection problem cannot be neglected.

However, the results of this set of trials revealed
that excessive amount of gaseous fuel is still injected upon
ignition (see Table 8.1 results no.69 to 75). The results thus
far obtained confirmed that the spark should be advanced to 4
[msec] before TDC or closer to the beginning of injection; then
less fuel would be present in the ignition chamber upon sparking.
During another sets of trials (from trial no.76 to 82), ignition
was obtained when the injector was at position no.4 and 5. 1In
spite of the ignition obtained, the repeatability of ignition was
very poor. In other words ignition does not always occur at

every 50 crank revolution.



- 151 -

For the next set of trials, it was decided to reduce
the injector nozzle orifice flow area. It was also decided to
use a longer period of injection such, that the total dose would
be similar to the fuel dose injected during test no.69 to 82. For
this sets of experiment the spark advance was set to 2.0 [msec],
the injection advance to 7.0 [msec], and the injection duration
was of 10.0 [msec] (see Figure 8.2). During the test no.83 to 89
the injector was moved from position 7 to position 1. Despite
the fact that ignition did not occur at position 1 and 7, very
good results have been obtained for injector position 4 and 5.
Ignition occurred consistently every 50 crank revolution.

The last test has been used to indicate whether the
ignition occurs first in the ignition chamber or in the main
chamber. The results showed a higher peak pressure in the
ignition chamber as compared to the main chamber. Therefore, the
ignition must originate from the ignition chamber (see
Figure 8.3). Figure 8.4 shows the same pressure rise as in
Figure 8.3, but it is on a shorter time scale, so that the small
phase lag in pressure is visible in the ignition chamber and the
cylinder.

To conclude onthis ignition experiment, the schlieren
photography method was successful in obtaining information on
the flow characteristics inside the ignition chamber thus,
suggesting ways which would improve the gas flow in the chamber.
The use of a cylindrical injector orifice geometry and the

reduction of the diameter of the inter passage hole have been
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expectation. The only surprising result is that after only
methane injection, the impact of lower gas temperature is higher
than the impact of the increase mass of gas in the ignition
chamber. This leads to the situation that after the gas
injection, until ignition, *he pressure in the ignition chamber
is lower than the main chamber. This may result in limiting the

methane flow to the wain chamter.
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CHAPTER 9

9.0 SUMMARY, CONCLUSION, AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The objectives of this thesis have been achieved
namely, to obtain repeatable ignition from a fuel charge using
this newly developed concept of ignition chamber. The engine
used for this research also proved to be a valuable tool despite
the fact that many problems have been encountered with the
electronic part of the engine test setup. The electrical motor
used to drive the diesel éngine was at the origin of the problen,
electromagnetic interference was at the heart of the problem. To
overcome this, proper shielding and grounding of the control
circuit using Faraday cage and shielded cable for signal
transmission have helped to improve the situation; further
improvement was achieved by using an antistatic spark plug from
NGK. Using this (R) spark plug contributed to eliminate at the
source the interference thus, further improving the situation
[35]. After those modifications, all the electronics used to
control the injector and the spark ignition system, performed
well in this environment.

The point of interest during the diesel engine
preliminary testing (refer to chapter 6), has been from the fact
that an excess of fuel was present in the ignition chamber upon
sparking. This problem was believed to be at the origin, for not
getting ignition. Following this first series of tests, a

reduction of the injector flow area was found to be necessary.
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optimization work would require that a flow areaof 1 to 1.2 [mm]
diameter can be used on this engine, for an injector internal
pressure of 69 [bar]. Similarly, an increase of the injector
internal pressure can also be used to increase the fuel dose,
however, the injector triggering circuit may become less
reliable for operating the injector at high internal pressure.

After performing the first sets of test it was then
decided to use a method to visualize the gas flow path taking
place inside the ignition chamber, in order to reveal the mixing
process and point out other possible anomalies with this
prototype. It was then decided to use the schlieren photography
method to show the flow characteristics inside the ignition
chamber.

The schlieren experiment did show that the
modifications made on the injector nozzle orifice did in fact,
deliver more fuel to the ignition chamber, after the nozzle
orifice modification than before (see chapter 6, trial nos.1 to
37). In spite of this result, the previous testing performed on
the diesel engine indicated that an excess of fuel may be the
cause for not obtaining ignition.

The schlieren photography experiment alsc indicated
that a reduction in the size of the passage connecting the
ignition chamber with the main chamber could be leading in the
proper direction for getting a better ignition. However, an
increase of the injector internal pressure would also produce a

similar result since it would also increase the jet cone angle.
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Although the objectives of this research have been
met, obtaining the ignition of a fuel charge, one question still
remains unanswered namely, what are the elements responsible for
the long ignition delay recorded on the oscillogram.

According to other researchers [25,31,32,36], factors
such as fuel property and ignition chamber geometry play
important role, with respect to ignition delay. The oxygen
concentration in the proximity of the ignition point, and the
swirl rate do influence it as well. Of course, for cold start,
the fuel property does influence the ignition delay
substantially. The fuel octane numbers which are used to
indicate how fuels resist ignition, is in part responsible for a
variation in ignition delay. The high octane number of natural
gas (120 as reported from literature) is probably the most
important cause for ignition delay. This factor renders this
fuel not only difficult to ignite, but also increases the
ignition delay as it was reported by Heywood [25]. Heywood
experimentally showed that as the cetane number decreases (fuel
moredifficult to ignite, inverse of octane number), the ignition
delay increases sharply.

Other researchers who studied this phenomena reported
similar factors which influence the increase in ignition delay.
For instance, H. Hiroyasu et al. [36] , indicate in their
research on ignition delay that an ignition delay up to 9.5
[msec] can be recorded at low speeds with diesel fuel in a

divided combustion chamber. Furthermore, Heywood and also
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Taylor [31,32], indicated that the ignition delay is a function
of the compression ratio and engine speed. In thc case that
concerns us, beside the fact that methane is difficult to ignite,
this factor may have played an important role, since the engine
was tested at a speed of only 300 [rpm], and after modifying the
engine the compression ratio had been lowered from 16.5:1 to
about 13:1. Both of these parameters effect directly the
ignition delay.

In summary, the ignition of a charge of gaseous methane
has been achieved, however, the optimization process for the
ignition chamber parameters still require further work. The use
of a hole type injector, with this ignition chamber prototype
present a problem, because of the difficulty related to the
development of the gas jet. Instead, using a pintle type
injector may be more appropriate for future work with this type
of ignition chamber. The geometry of the pintle is such that it
is forcing the gas flow to a certain direction. However, the
large flow area required for gaseous fuel may present a problem
with a pintle type injector. Further optimization work done in
parallel with schlieren photography may lead to a more refined
ignition chamber prototype. The possibility to incorporate a

schlieren setup on the test engine may prove to be very useful.
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For future work the following recommendation can be

made to perform more testing on this new prototype;

1 - Usingapintle type injector as opposed to a hole type
injector, to force the gas flow in the required
direction

2 - Use schlieren photography to further optimize the
ignition chamber with the new pintle injector.

3 - Extend the investigation from cold start ignition to
higher engine speed range.

4 - Use a second microcontroller to allow the sparking
systemto be operated independently from the injector,
such that ignition investigation can be carried at the

very beginning of injection.
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APPENDIX A

The program ENGINE has been designed for the control
of the fuel injector and the ignition signal via a signal seut by
the camshaft. This software uses two external interrupts which
are triggered by optical switches, placed on the engine camshaft
so that the crankshaft position can be determined. The details

concerning this software are discussed in section 5.1.5.

ENGINE PROGRAM

injector MODULE main

This file contains a memory test for the EV80C196KB board.

~o P we o e
0
[}
(e}

zero equ OOH ; Zero register

spcon equ 11H:byte ; Serial port control
spstat equ 11H:byte ; Serial port status

sbuf equ O07H:byte ;

watchdog equ OaH:byte ; Watchdog timer reset register
baud reg equ OeH:byte ; Baud rate control
ioportl equ OfH:byte ; I/0 port 1

ioport2 equ 10H:byte ; I/0 port 2

iocl equ 16H ; I/0 control register (Port2)
iocO equ 15H ; 1/0 control register (HSIO)
ios0 equ 15H ; 1/0 status register 0

iosl equ 164 ; I/0 status register 1
pwm_control equ 17H ; PWM Control register

int pending equ 09H ; Interrupt pend register
int pendl equ 12H ; Interupt pend register 1
int mask equ 08H ; Interupt mask register
int maskl equ 13H ; Interupt mask register 1
timerl equ OaH ; Timer 1

hso_command equ 06H ; hso command reg

hso time equ 04H ; hso time reg

hsi status equ 06H ; hsi status reg

hsi time equ 04H ; hsi time reg

hsi_mode equ 03H ; hsi mode reg

ad command equ 02H ; A/D command reg

ad:result_lo equ 02H ; A/D result reg lo
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ad_result_hi equ 03H ; A/D result reg hi
sp equ 18H ; The stack pointer

.
;***********************************************************
rseg at 1ch

L3

’

ax: dsw 1 ; General registers
al equ ax:byte
ah equ (ax+1l):byte

bx: dsw 1

cxX: dsw 1

dx: dsw 1

’
;***********************************************************
cseqg at 203ah

éXTINT_pin: dcw  209BH
éseg'at 2008h

ﬁSIO_Pin: dcw  20D3H
;$eject

7

cseqg at 2080h

H
energy equ 0300H:word
de mag equ 0300H:word
ignite equ 1000H:word

7
reset_vector:

ld sp,#100H

clr ax
clr bx
clr c¢x
clr dx

~e

1db hso_time,#00H

1db ioportl,#00H

orb int maskl,#00100000B
orb int mask,#00010000B
EI

wait:
br wait
H
start_In:
PUSHF
H .
rev:
inc ax

.
’



H
skipitil:

POPF
RET

end
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ad_result_hi equ 03H ; A/D result reqg hi
sp equ 18H ; The stack pointer

14
;***********************************************************

rseqg at 1ch

14

ax: dsw 1 ; General registers
al equ ax:byte
ah equ (ax+l):byte

bx: dsw 1

CX: dsw 1

dx: dsw 1

;***********************************************************
cseqg at 203ah

’

EXTINT pin: dcw 209BH
i

;Seject

4

cseqg at 2080h

;
energy equ 0100H:word
de_mag equ 0300H:word
ignite equ 0500H:word

4
reset_vector:

1d sp,#100H

clr ax
clr bx
clr c¢x
clr dx

-e

ldb hso_time, #00H

ldb ioportl, #00H

orb int_maskl,#00100000B
orb int_ mask,#00010000B

EI
H
wait:
br wait
1
start_In:
PUSHF
H
rev:
inc ax

e

cmp ax,#0018h
be skipit2

cmp ax,#0019h
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bne skipit
;
orb ioportl,#01H
power: inc bx
cmp bx,#energy
bne power

clr bx

andb ioportl,#11110110B

orb ioportl,#02H
demagt: inc bx

cmp bx,#de_mag

bne demagt

clr bx
clr ax

~e

andb ioportl,#11111101B
br skipit

H
skipit2:
ldb ioportl,#08H
H
skipit:
H
POPF
RET

-~y

end
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’
;*********************i*************************************

rseqg at lch

14

ax: dsw 1 ; General registers
bx: dsw 1
cx: dsw 1
dx: dsw 1

’
,-***********************************************************

cseg at 2080h

i
energy equ 0500H:word
de_mag equ 0100H:word
light equ 0200H:word

.
4

reset vector:
lda sp,#100H

clr ax
clr bx
clr cx
clr dx

-

ldb ioport1l, #00H

delay1l:
inc ax
clr bx
delay2:

inc bx
cmp bx,#0150h
bne delay2

cmp ax, #5000h

bne delayl

clr ax
clr bx

1db ioportl, #04h
power: inc bx

cmp bx, #energy

bne power



start_Light:

on:

.
4

orb ioportl,#10h
inc dx

cmp dx,#light
bne on

andb ioportl,#00h
clr bx
clr dx

orb ioportl,#08h

demagt: inc bx

4
wait:

cmp bx,#de mag
bne demagt

andb ioportl, #00h

br wait
end
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APPENDIX B

The detail drawings shown in this section, are those of the

ignition chamber prototype discused in section 5.2.
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Figure B.1 Ignition chamber body
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Figure B.5 Washer for sealing surface between the

fuel injector spacer and the ignition chamber







APPENDIX C

The drawings shown in this section represent the different
spacer configuraticns tested on the diesel test engine. For this

engine, seven spacers have been machined out of aluminum.
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Figure C.1 Ignition chamber with spacer number 1
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Figure C.2 Ignition chamber with spacer number 2
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Figure C.4 Ignition chamber with spacer number 4
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Figure C.5 Ignition chamber with spacer number 5
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Figure C.6 Ignition chamber with spacer number 6
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Figure C.7 Ignition chamber with spacer number 7
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D.4 Calibration curve of the ignition chamber

pressure transducer
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