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When the cotton 1ndustny reached the F1J1 Islands in the earlx/”.\‘~

COTTON: PLANTING AND “THE SEAR'CH. FORMCHEAP LABOUR

-

1860's, Fiji was still outs1de the boundar1es of 'hndern c1v111zat1on

and presented a p1cture of what was descr1bed by European v1s1tors

. Fiji, Col. Smythe,2 the British tonmnss1oner to Fiji in 1861, reported-
_ that less than one-third.of the natives- professed the Chr1st1an
re]lg1on wh1]e ‘the rema1nder practiced "cann1ba1rsm, strangulation of '

W1dows,‘1nfant1c1de,“ and other enormities "to'a frightful extent" 3

Ve

And in 1865, referr1ng to F1J1an conditions, the Rev F. Langhann a

& K
missionary in Fiji wrote; "Alas! Fiji_is not saved = wars, murders,' -

1

- * <
“strangling, cannibalism and polygamy are still the sins of many parts

-

of Fiji, and in close prox1m1ty to some of the m1sslon stations. "4

The F1J1ans lived in a cons;ant fear of belng k111ed and eaten and the

tr1besmen dared not cross’ the1r boe\Har1es Pol1t1ca11y, the country T T
4 . -, . - v

]Stephen H. Roberts, Population Problems of The Pac1f1c e
First Amer1can-Ed1t1on, 1969. (F1rst pub11shed in London, 1927), . =~ &
p. 39. '

SN v
¥ ’
~

2Co1. W. J. Smythe was sent to F131 by the Br1trsh Government
. to 1nvest1gate the possibilities of Fiji as a colony at.the offer of
cession by Chief Cakobau However, Britain refused the offer. =~ ° i‘ \

* 3Report of Col. Smythe ta Colonial Office, May 1861 s -
Parliamentary Papers, 1862* XAXVI (742), p. 32. ,

4Rev. Frederick Langham, quoted by John W. Burton and Wallace
Deane, A Hundred Years In Fiji. (London: 1936), p. 54. Missiondry
work ih Fiji began in 1835. . . .7 . :
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- opment of the country \vas negl 1g?b1e - Nov}, however, both the number - ,

~ drastic consequences on aH walks of F131an life. . - ' ; ' .

. there wgs ‘no authomty to -contro1 their act1v1ty and began ‘to estabhsh .

IsTands to Britain, but more important, when the moreased 1nterest in °
L X A4 . , |
cotton cu]twatwn in Fiji became known a rush'—at once began from toe . \

Australia.! "Sh]plqads of passengers, and cargoes of ,0dd- 1ookmg

‘wares, f1~t for savage buyers, wére d]spatched in qurck successwn fr‘om
Me]bourne and Sydney, and Auck]and '“2 And ﬁnaHy in 1871, accordmg.“

" to’ Forb’es, "There was a §rand stampede of all restless wh1tes from N
Aust\raha and New Zealand to Fiji. 3. Fr'om 200 1n ]860 300 in 1865
thelr number inCreased to 2 OOO-m 1871 4 'Hlther'to the nurpber of

9

wh1te res13ents in Fiji had been sma]t Their presence in the Tslands.

wasms1gmf1cant and thelr role in.the economic and=political devel--

and «the nature of the Europeans in F1J1 changed rap1d1y,wh1ch br’ough,t

-

- N .

The newcomers, mnety percent of whom were Bm’tish, came Wi th
E

the idea of cotﬁon culti vatlon but w1th little money, httTe know]edge .

k]

of tropical agmcu]ture,6 andoe'ven 1ess1 know] edge and understandmg of

the natave‘%oma] order. They proceeded to sett]e themselves where ',

La ney rel a-t1onsh1p between themselves and the natwes -tha natives

. . ~ . -

- ]Fofbes, bl 2. IR o
-""Zl_lu;d.‘ '.\,jﬁ~',‘ o v,
S 4”F131 ﬁmes s Oct. 9 978, p. N\ ‘- :.‘ p _ ':‘@ ‘

n 5Consu] March to- Ear1\\‘r\marendow March 21, ]870.-0 ‘, . -

Par‘hamehtary Papers; .1871 XLVIII (399), p. 97 - j' .. \;,"

i 6C Harvey, "Early‘Accounts of P1ant1ng Enterprlses 1n"F1J1 Q
F131 -Society Of Smences And Industry, Vo] 3, p. 92.










It must be at once understood that European 1abour
is not to be thought of. The Superior strength and-
. , energy of white men .is wasted when thg competition j,'
Ce with ‘their coloured brethren is merely as to who
L can best scrape a hole in the ground and drop a few
s seeds therein. Nor does the peculiar kind of field g
. . labour offer any opportunity for.superior sk111
A . while white men could not live with the food,
N amon . clothing, and wages wh1ch make a native comparat1ve1y
N - comfortabl® and wealthy. .

Thus, and -not unnatura]]y, the planters turned first to the ﬁ§t1ves for

Jiabour supp]y

oot hid i'vs“
Loowg
3_h§; ‘ In1t1a11y, the co]on1sts obtalned labour from among the
SLW ~“'-7 F1Jlan§ living on their plantat1ons However, when d1sputes arose over

. ‘““ _"f3, " the ownership of;]and the- sett]ers often burned the v111ages and

foreibly expe]led theﬂnatlves from the,land.2 After depr1v1ng them‘:

\se]Ves of the avéilah]e men, they -then thhned agd bribed the nearest '

\"Ioca1thief for‘]abourere %,rThe kesu]t“kas that:what 1itt]e labour was

- . .
to be. had was “through the 1nstrumenta11ty of the €h1efs" who sent a

1

-
)

group of thelr men to perform the tasks agreed upon Payments were _
‘then" made to the Chlefs who | distr1buted them at their pleasure. 4’ Th1s

system, however, had its d1sadvanteges. Being closes to home the men
cbh]d“alﬁays'appeal'to’their Chiefs in the case of any abuﬁe\gn the
'\ N ' ]Ffederick'Js Moss, A Month—Ianiji’- By A Recent Visitor..
- . {Melbourne: 1868) p. 20. Moss went to Fiji from New Zealand in 1868
b as a prospector to look into the conditions and prospects in F1J1,f
Stayed as ¢ planter in 1868, and revisited the Islands in 1886..,

) ZGordon to Carnarvon March 12, 1877 Par11amentapy Papegl,
PR ‘g884 -5 LIII (311 s p. 1.

. : 3Ibwd (311) 1. See also W. Crisp Pechey, Fijian Cotton .
- s “Tulture And P P]anters Gu1de To The Istands. (London: 1870), p. 45.

’ Pechey was also g doctor who went to Fiji_to begin a cotton plantation.
‘ VT 8

\ L]

. 11 8 X . . '
e _4Go‘;‘don, Contemporary Review, p. 713. cL - ‘ 1

5

.

i












~ ) ]

In Fiji for a number of years the EngTish Consul at‘Levdka-

made efforts to supervise the labour trade unoff1c1a]1y 1 A1 British

2 L N - .
.
¢

owned sh1ps were requ1red to take out ]1censes from the office of the .-

- Consu]_before eailjng out qn:re;ruifing'trips. ~However, éhis ‘
;assumed authority' of the Consul was iimiteg: If the 'blackbirders' | 1
»' refused to obey there was noth1ng the Consu] could do 3 Furthermore, |
- 'w1th§no author1£y to enforce 1aws in recru1t1ng areas, supervislon and
w, power of the Consul in Levuka meapt little. When rumours of gross N
abuses began to be heard the Imper1a1 Government 1nst1tuted a regu]ar.
N\ patrol of warsh1ps in the Is]ands to seek out and to punnsh the'gu11ty

| 55;}' . 'part1es 4 However, this, too .had 11ttle success for the recru1ters e

N".

cont1nued to play h1de‘and seek' with the Naval Commanders
i ) - v

-The recruiters for Fiji worked over a w1de area The New I .

i

C . " Hebrides group Tanna Jete or Sandwich Island, Esp1r1tu Santo and
» Engmai -a d1stance of 550 miles from F]JJ -supplied the greatest . )

number of Tipourers. The voyage from Fiji to the ﬂew'Hebrides groep was

o

generelly performed in four to sixidayég whilst the return journey,

k%

- because o6f the North East Trade Winds, extended over two or three

- ° ']Acting Consul Thurston to the Earl of Bel
s Wales, March 30, 1869. Enclosed in from Be]nﬁre\
1869. Pe&T1amentany Papers, }868 69 XLIII (1078),

’ . 2w1th a few exceptnons, ald sh1ps engaged in labour-trade were
- British owned. Consul March to Earl of Clarendon, Dec. 15, "1869.
" ParliameAtary Papers, 1871 XLVIII (398), p. 9.

¢ .,
~ 30wen Parnaby; ”The Regulat1on 0f Indentuvied Labour To Fijid .
£ - 1864-1868." Journal Of The Polynesian Sociefy. we111ngton New (
Zealand, March 1956), p. 57. See also, Derrick, . 174, _ Lo
. 4perrick, p. 174. The-petrol1ing of the/Islands began in JBG?.@Q
. ’ , ,
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PR "fraudulently and by force" from their native viilages to Fiﬁi and to

a , . - . -

Queegﬁ]and. Many were we]cqm%g_on board Eg trade; only to be 4tolen
' away. 1 Many were enticed on board*to see new and strange things and;

] when time came to ]eave, they found Tand miles behind them 2 N

—

a Numerous other tricks:were emp]oyed to dece1ve the Po]ynes1an3

4

| Recruiters reversed their collars apd, y1th black books ungen their - °
i . K arms , went ashore disguised as missianaries. Thef]istening congre-“'

’ gation was then iinrded into the holds of the ships at gunpoknt’3 In
one:case some b]ac£L1rders pa1nted thEIP boat wh1te, like the m1ssaon
schooner, and went around the Islands at about the sanﬁi//me as B]Shop .
' . . - Patteson4 would -be making.his rounds. On anchor1ng, the Is]anders

were invited on board the vesse] f&*Qee Bishop Patteson 'who had a =,
broken leg and could not.go ashore No sooner yere they on board and

down the hold when the hatches closed and the ship sailed.® And yet

o . anothe ess and co thod was to\everturn the natives' canoes-’

talked with some of the Islanders on the' p]antat1ons
’ 3Forb§s, p. 258. See ﬁiso James A.. Michener and Grove A Day."
- Rascals In Paradise. - (New York: 1957), p. 226 C

)

4B1shop Patteson was the missionary Bishop of MeTanesia who
was murdered in 1871 by the natives of Santa Cruz as a direct result

e T ) ‘ ‘e . .S
‘ or.sink them with heayy iron. weights dropped from the ship and thenJ ° .
L. . ,
¢
- ]Commander Pa]mer to Earl of Belmore, May 25, 1869. Enclosed
in from Belmore to Gﬁanv111e May 27, 1869. Par11amentary Papers, L
187] XLVIII (320), p. .
y . _ . ' S o
‘ ® 2Constance F. Gordon Cummmg At 4ome 16 Fiji. (New York: .
1882). Gordon Cumming accompanied Lady Gof&an,z6 Fiji )1876-1880" and sl

_ of blackbirding. Earl of Belmore, N.S.W., to Earl of Kimberw,, . ‘/#//;,,2/fif”
. Nov. 22, 1871. Parliamentary Papers, 1872 XLILI (744), p. 26. — L
-3 . Spalmer, pp. 186-188:. ”,/,;7”"///_ '
« .~ . \///
B . s /_//’ ‘
‘s . Tt . [ " .
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sqme Solomorr IsTanders from Levuka to Taveun1 when the Is]anders . e

‘tomahawked each member of the crew as they emerged from the only héthh

-' ; )@ . . " , ! . . . \
And as for the'mora]ity of‘%ﬁese vessels, as explained'by Thomas , °
"Jabour vessels did not pretend to be equaivﬁo missiénary'éhips " They

f%ok tﬁ% nat1Veg as they foupd them ul And, "As 1t was, on the "L1zZ1e“ ’ ',
—n 2 LY

.the natives s1mp1y‘ﬁhd their ]1bert% a]]owed them'"2 .7 g

However, so far as the ]abour trade 1tse1f was egncerned
&

‘while 1t was. prof;tab]é\xlg was equa]]y dangerous whén the Po]y—

M )
‘ nesrans suffered seveYe bodily 1nJur1es and‘even death at the’hands, of .

thosi;yho stole them away " “they natura]]y cher1shed the %ee]1ngs of

revende. . They retallated at: eyfry opportun1ty by murder1ng innocent |
- ¥ [ .
and guilty wh1te/men alike. Eveny 50 often an Europedh was ki}led and
”~ —— A
eaten. As 1ate as 1880, and 1n -Yhat year alone,, at Teast seven - e
. ” SO

different 1nc1dences~€f massacr 'f white men, some of whom were “not

recruiters, took pdace1n th So]omon Group.3 On occasions

the Islaaﬁers murdered theiy own men who hed'acted as interpreters or

¥

-decoys ‘and had'misled the men.* And there were times‘wheﬁ'the'Fiji }

pl?pters haa to pay a high price for the atrocities committed by the
r

e ru1ters . For instance in 18H a §ma]1 cutter_ ‘Meva' was taking.

“

4

thrdugh which ,one man could pass at a time.®> In another euch case,
. “ . { . . ¢

ldulwan Thomas, Cannibals And”Convicts; Notes Of Persohal
Experience In The Western Pacific, (London, New York, 1886) p. 332.
Thcmas spent 34 days on.board the 1abour vesse] "L]ZZ]E

21bid.’, p. 335. ° oo

Svawn, pp. 209-212. U
bibid., p.,212. - B

5Derrick, pF*T72. ‘There were é or 4 white men on the Meva'.
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with the planters a@reeing to work for so many 'yam seasons', or a
' per1od of 3to5 years The planters on their part agreed to provide

., the }abourers w1th food? c]oth1ng, housing,. medical care, wages of
two tofthree pounds per annum,‘fnchpn,expiration of theTr terms a -
. ’ 0 * .
1 :

free trip to home.' The terms of agreément were explained to the

labourers through interpreters. While this procedure may have worked

in but a few instances, in the majorify of .the case§ fherg\uas no
. .6 i :
means of finding out whether the "untaught savages" ever undgrstdod b

. -

the terms of their contracts. The raising of three f1ngers to mean

‘3 yams or 3 years and a nod by the Po]ynes1an were often the 11m1t

.

of exp]anat1on of the contract Where interpreteys were used, whether

. they themse]ves understood the terms of the contact was a1so doubtfu]
In 1869 James Row test1fy1gg before the’ Rdyal Commission rat Sydney
said, )

I question very much whether~thejnterpreter
’ himself even could explain to them what 3 ,
years, or "thirty-six moons, meant, for they : e
- _ can count only as far as f\ve at many of the .
Islands.2 . Lo " X

To this ‘end Bishop Patteson a]so'warngd that the dialects spoken in’

) e

the Islands of the Pacific were'innunerable. . There were no inter- ‘-

-

preters there who could communicate with the Islanders freely. A few . |

sentences of oroken English, nith a native word here and there . J
"imperfectly understoad and badly pronounced," were supposed to convey: A

-

\
< . s |

to the native mind an intelligent idea of what was called a cqntract.3 ‘
; \

]Derrick p 170. . ) - o

. 2Quoted.- by Palmer, p. 192. ' , -

¥\ -

g : 3B]Sh0p Patteson to Sir G. Bowen [New Zealand ], , July 4, 1870 Y

i Enclosed in from Bowen to Earl of Granville, July 24, 1870. - ©

) Parliamentary Papers, 1871 XLVIIT (462), p. 160: _ :

=

/'
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"be acquainted: with all that occurred in the various ‘plantat'ibns."]

“In making his. second statement };h‘é“‘Consu‘l was much closer to the truth
for whether any abus? was brougbt to the notice of the Consul' depend h '
Very much on the ability of the 1ab§urers and the means they had to i

make their grieyances known. In fact, .there was no. adequate way of .
finding O}Jt Jf the system was free of abuse. It was not only the - P
1?1%b11 ity of the ]abourers that hindered reporting; the Consu] himself

. had neither ie authorlty nor the means of visiting and inspegting: the
" outlaying pl antations. .And accorfding to other.reports, only a few of
the pl anters were gentiemen" who were really concerned about the .
. k1dnapp1ngs and k{me brutalities and were wﬂhng% sta p out, all - -
abuses. The others were the "biggest scoundre]s unhung" who had “in

their power t to dngtuaﬂy what they pleased. 2‘ Or, as was exp]amed

by one p]anter,' "surrouhded by h7s labourers, foreign or Fijian, the
planter -is a patr‘larch with the power of life and death over his
\.people and subject to no law. u3 Another‘ cotton p]anter in a letter

to the F1J1 T1me;, ddmitted that, "a cotton p]antatmn without ]qbour’" e
was "enough\to try a§ man's mora]ity.“4' And it fo'Howed that

numberT®ss cruelties, exhortions and villanies were committed on the .

y €

Veonsul March to Earl of Clarendon, Dec. 15, 1869. - .
Parhamentarx Papers, 1871 XLVIII (399), p. 97. ‘«

-

3
- -

\ 2Pa1mer, pp. 92 93

3mti s1 avery Reporter, July 1, 1871, Vol 17, N6. 6. Quoted °
from J. Britton. Fiji In 1870 (Mel bourne /JQ7/) Br]ttoh was a :
- planter in Fiji. ; -) . '

Quoted by J. D.-Legge. Britain In Fi';ji 1858-1880. (London:
1958), pp 56-57. . s

™~
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A

uncommon.~ Rather than facing numerous problems, they preferxed o
»\‘_—/"-‘ ,_ s

die.

1

L
S

'
) “

A

‘¥

?jna]]y, many b% %he'plantefé'ofpen abused the terms of the

contracts. Itqwas not uncommon to keep the Tabourers at work for a

year Oor more befonaxthe time for which théy'thought they ha

while their contracts had expired in three.

3

fm_

tracied.z- On one p1antation,fhe Polynesians were detained for 6 years

.. -
Ii another case a

]abobfer_gad shot his master for "keeping the natives beyond the time

", cheated th

~

§$aves rearly to death ---, and at the expiry of
their contracts sent them home, 'with. a dog each',

b

©Lperiod.:

i the full payrent of their wgges for the whole

-

~

@

. F - -
- specified in their agreements."4 Then there were those planters who
. - @3‘, ]

(

‘éﬁ1abdmrers out of their &pges.‘ One such extreme case was
. reported when, } ]. | ‘
. / \ s . - .o . ., ‘ K
One cunning "Legree" --- who after working his pogr

And if. the Tabourers were paid their full wages the European shob-lq
/ T -

IR

of the labour ve

}

™

B
-

]Forbes, p. 77.
>

3gordon Cumming, p. 149.

f 4Forbes, p. 67.
. 5Reeves, p. 44.-
. Shawn, pp. 12122,

- -

ssels found it much ch

Scholefield, p: 53.

A
]

@epe ‘often took aﬂvéntage of -their {gnorqpce by serfﬁng them only
Hamag:ji;;;es and elothes.® In many cases, the term of free

repatriation was also’ shamefully evaded. The unscrupulous captains

1 £

edper to dump the ‘returning .

b N

1

NP

e










7 DO ‘|
to planters’ far the tran§portatian of the natives. However, when the

¢
practice of acquxrlngfnatlvn 1abour quickly deter1orated Commodote

'Ster11ng issued a not1ce in 1873 that "no fresh ]1censes wou]d bé

issued to the British subjects-for the conveyance of natives-from one

ul 5

island to another. The trade, neverthe]ess,fcontinued secretly even

well after thé cession in 1874,whi¢h~great1} distressed the hatjves.

To this effect, the Native Councils. wrote to tﬁe-Qheén of England in

LY
n o

1876; ‘ . : -

One thing we wish to s&y about our own-common
people. It is the habit of four:own people here
to take them away from their homes to other
provinces to work. The white man takes them and
sells them to owners of p]antat1ons They work
theiy term of labour,.But when time comes at
which they ought to 1eave and return to their

homes, they find no means of do1ng so, and are
not then able to leave or return ‘to their towns
and, in consequence, their relatives, their wives,
their children, and -their old people are -left in
most pitiable condition. We tell this that you
may know the-distress that our people suffer from
the ways of the natives of your land.?

Labour recruiters employed all ‘manner of trickerwh to induce persons to.

-

leave homes. "Purchase-money" was given to the. Chiefs. Vessels
L 4 .

semployed their own Fijiansf.tFained as "under-recruiters", whose
business it W;s to go among éﬁe towns and°§ct as “decqy—ducks"., The:
recruiters a]so as a rule ﬁad one or two F1J13n women offthe1r own on
board the vessels who, did "all in their pouér" to persuade “the nat1ves ;

4

to engage. The natives were given glowing aebount5'5¥ the~quantjty of '

food and the 1ighthess of work.. So as to maké an,impyess{on”on the
- N . ' EN
. ¥ se '
VFiji Times,’August 9, 1873, quoted by Forbes, p. 272.. o

2ugrdinance *0f The Native Councils Of Fiji," 1876, quoted by
- Gordon, Contemgorary Review, p. 720.
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LY

4

G -
“ney), taxes.

*who committed many cru

&,_ -

make up for the taxes, and the Fijians - husbands and wives - " found
¢

themse1ves in compulsory bondage. Afd when they returned, they faced

1 Consequent1y, the1r homes and their fam11y lwze was
h

destroyed From some districts and v1]1ages, most or even the

entire male population was takéh away and sold as 1abourers to the

planters, The actual number of nat]ves convicted under the poll- tex.

law and employed on plantations is not known. However, according to -

Sir Arthur Gordon, "thousands wére swept away from theiy homes . "2 -

The natives were further harassed by 'Matanitu', the equival

to the Indian 'Sircar' (Government). The unknown coﬁSQQuénces of the
° LN

disobedience to Matenitu t

many of them gave the pXanters a year or more of. "gratuitous service"

in advance of their t

the demands of their

!

nd outrageous acts especially against the

women.? The attitude of:f

of one superior officignghen he declared “that créme was in "human nature"
“ and went on ‘to say, however, "if a case is proved against one of my men

' punish him, not for the crime, but for being found out."® It is

*

+

rs

2,

Y

. TFiji Times, Sept. 19, T874. Quof®d by Gordon Cumming,
Appendix, p. 358.

2Gordon to Carnarvon, March 12 1877. Parliamentary Papers
1884-5 LIII (312) p. 2.

3Gordon to Carnarvon, Feb. 16, 1876. Parliementar; Papers
1876 LIV (139), p.:69.

4xtract from the Fiji Times, Oct. 7, 1874. Enclosed in from
Robinson 4o Carnarvon, Oct. 9, 1874, Parljamentary Papers 1875 LII
(201), p. 43. s e

. 5Ibid.; (201), p. 43.

ified the natives to such an extent that

The unhappy peop1e had also.4b put up with
Chiefs and the bullying of. the native soldiers

e en&ire constabulary was reflected in the view
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¥
. The col1apse of the cotton 1ndustry Teft many of thefp1anters in a
difficult f1nanc1a1 p051t1on Rev1ew1ng the agricultural development

of the ;s1ands, Handbook To Fiji, 1892, commented that “the majority

@ of the p]anters were hopelessly bankrupt at the date of the cess1on
of the-Co]ony and for years subsequent]y they carried.on from hand
to mouth, on- money borgowgd,at ten percent 1nterest."1/ -

-

Such were the state of poliijca1, social and.economical

! affairs in Fiji when another ¢ffer of annexation to Great Britain
reached .London on February 23, 1873. * o -
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\requTred to enter?1nto a bond of.ESOO and* only 11censt British sh1ps

|

1875. To solve these prob]ems, the Governor reviised both the
1érant and the native labour, policies. o = |

/,
f -

Under Colonial rule the importation and*ilgtrabutTOn of
r became the responsibility of the g¢

Island vernment. The basic

. i
structure of bour—recruitment remained the same though now -armed

with a series o regu]at1on$ to ensure the r1ghts and the protection

of the IsJanders, n pract1ce however, this safety of the labourers

5ti11 depended on the humanity of the Government Agent and the

recruiters in the recruiting grdunds; Ordirance XXIV of 1876 was

L VNN L
legislated to regulate and confrol the conveyance and recruiting of

the Po]}nesfans while Ordjnance XI of 1877 1aih ahwn\the conditiohs
ol

of, their emp1oxment while in Fiji. 3 Ordinance XXIV o#“T%ZE_gnsured

-~

and during the1r tr1p Fiji. Masters of the labour-vessels were .

that the 1abourers rece1ved fair treatment at the timé of recruitment

were to engage in the trade. The dccommodation of each adult

e ‘ , .
passenger - three adults to every two tons, of vesse]'s}registered
N A— . . \ ) f

+

o ]Gordon to Carnarvon March\]Z 1877. \Par1zamEntary Papers
1884-5 LIII (311) p. 2. \

1

2Among numerous other prob]eki
' 3Gordon to Carnarvon, November\7 1876, Encl. |[No. 1,
Par]wamentany Papers 1878 LV (243) p. 3 "
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Captain Shaw of the “Hoﬁeful",

L ' -50- ‘ : }

A}
. . AN .
4 . : ,

Ordinances of Trinidad and British Guiana.! Since Gordod-had seen .
the workings of the Indian indenture system in the West Indies, it

is not surprisin§ that he introduced the same system in Fiji.

Howeéver, how fre; of -abuse thgs systém was under the supervision of

the government 15 questionabje According to Scho]efield the state
of theégslanders 1n 1881 was no better than it had been in,1871. 2
And Wawn, a devout defender of the Polynesian labour .system, 1nforms
us that after annexation, abuses and kidnappings did wot go away.

In 1883, Joseph Griffith Davis, the captain of the vessel "Stanley",

and A. McMurdo were charged with kidnapping of two Islanders, found

guilty and sentenced to three months' imprisonmeﬁ;.3 ’However, they
viere both réleased‘a'Week later by the High Commissioner of the
Western Pécific,4 Sir William Des Voeux. And in November 1884,

Mr. Scholefield, Government Agen£,~

Mr. McMNeil, recruiter, and Mr. Milliams, boatswain, were imprisoned

(%

. for life while three other members of the crew. had lesser terms for ©

nurder and kidriappings of ;he Islanders. Once again all these men

wereg pardoned and liberated 1in [890.5 And Wawn goes on to say that

©

Scho]efié]d, a Government Agent on board the labour vessel to protect

¥

. .
1Gordon to Carnarvon, April 11, 1877, Parliamentary Paper
1878 LV (275), p. 35. :ffi&>

Zschotefield, p. 65. . |
. 3Wawn, pp. 330-331.

4ann pp. 330-331. The Governors of Fiji also held the -
position of’ High Commissioner of the Western Pacific after 1876 '

This,was in Australia. '

A

5wawn; pp. 350-3537

.
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See also, Reeves , p. 192. . e
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\ ’ .
veﬁy much in practice, for during that same period. only 31 time-
expired men were paid. * And wh11e ‘the labourers received é2/10/—
to £3 for 12 to 15 wonths' 1abour the recru1uers made JuSt as much

) 3
for each head at the time of dellveny.]

k4

An attempt was made aga1n by legislating Ordinance X -

2l

of 1877 to stamp out 1]1ega1 recruiting. Now the st1pend1anyi
‘magistratés were required to endorse op\the confracts the following ,
,word§¢ "1 hereby certify that tﬁe parties to the within contract fully .. [
underefand the nature. and terms of said contract and entered into the |
same vo]untari1y of their own free wi]l.“z No contract was vaTid

w1thout such endorsement Any recruiter recruiting for others had
r§o‘produce a 1etter of agency stating the number of labourers required

;nd signed by the person for whom he.was recruiting. . The Ordinance

also prov1ded that the natives ‘were to be returned home on term1nat1on
"of the1r contracts. However, it neg]ected to spec1fy the time w1th1n

which they were to be réturned after the expiry of the contracts, and

1mposed no penalty for 1ts neglect. Consequently, eome planters'took
advantage of this clause and held on to their 1abourers for a long

period beyond the coﬁ%ract, profe551ng to intend to send them home

but taking no steps folprovide a vessel for the purpose."3 Ordinance . =~ :-
XXIII of 1880 co?re;éed this and provided that the Fijians were to be

]Report of Sf1pend1ary Mag1st§ate of éa and Yésewas, enclosed

in from Gordon to Carnarvon,°12 March 1877, Par]lamentary Papers,
1884-5 LIII (352), p. 14.

2Gordon to Carnarvon, 12 March ]877 Enc]osure Iy Par]iamentarx
Papers, 1884-5 LIII (314),-p. 4. . .

| 36ordon’ to Carnagvon, November 15, 1880, Enclosure No. 3,
Par] amentary Papers, 1884-5 LIIL (333), p. 23. .
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they had no connections, and no relations, and where they were

. QU f
completely under the control of the emp]o_yer. That I did not,h‘ke."]' T,

- ’ Exactly how many Fijians were “emp]oyed on p]antati ons at -

any one time is not too clear. One belief is that from the earliest

. L days and even when at their best F131ans had proved o) unstab]e at

qz . - sustained labour that not more than 1,000‘ had been emp]oyed on
1 -

* plantations at any one 1:1’me.2 Another estimation is that not more

than 800 had ever been employed at any one time.3 Ami the following

.~ table, though incomplete, tends to affirm the above views:

-

A

Year Total Number Year Number Emp]oyed %\%D
’ of Fijians on Plantations & e
P . N v v e
¥ - ‘Z 7 .
1860 200,000, estimated .
, 1875 1135 000, estimated 1875 604, mcomp]ete
1881 111,924, 1881 census 1876 1,213 |
1891 105,000, 1891 census 3877 926
' 1878 1,249
) 1879 1,493,
1880 1,001 4

If only 1,000 netives had been emp1oye~dvat any one time,‘ theh such
‘ great misery and distress of the entire population could not have been, R
) Q caused by the wi thdrawa] of such a small percentage of the population.- .

o ' ?ﬁ\ more acceptab]e explanation is that those recruited came from some

TSanderson Committee Report, Part II, Cd. 5193; p. 348.

-
uw @

2Morgan I. Finucane, ."The Islands And The People Of Fiji,
Proceechngs 0f Royal Colonial Institute, XXXII, 1900-1, p. 43. Paper
read on November 27, 1900. Finucane was a Provmcial Inspec’tor of )
the provinces of Taglevu and R4 and Medical Officer of the Colony : )

around theé end of the, century. ‘
/ . SR
. . * . JRoberts, p. 395. . | | Sy
4F1gures tompiled from Sanderson Committee Report Part IT,
Cd. 5193, p. 85, and Gillion, p. 12, footnote. . “










- -61-

!

Indiah 1mm1gratwon at that time.! Therefore Gordon had to’turn fo :

< *

IsTand labour f1rst even though he believed that labour from th1s
sourte ‘would eventually erm1n1sh Now a renewed effort was made to
_ secure more Islanders The governmeht granted a sum of‘gS 000 to: .
r_a1d in’ the 1ntroductqon/of 1,000 Po)ynes1ans for the year 1%/7 ‘
However. the popu]at1on of the other Pac1f1c,ls]ands was also de- -
N

crei§1ng rap1d]y Dur1ng the year 1877, the 1ntroddct1on of a
thousand Polynesians was contemplated;'but‘hpetoéthe middle of Augu}t

. only 110 had.been obtainéd. A laboyt vessel af;érgfour months' cruise

2
A

~ brought back only twenty 1abqurersf \ The following Figures show the

‘number of‘Islanders under service for the years 1875 to' 1879:
- 4 i .

.

Year. Number of Islanders Employed B

1875 03,835 .-
L1876 2,410 : , R

1877, © 1,697 | o

1878 . 2,847 . : < §

1879 I\ 3,863 4 c ‘

Gordon outlined three ¢ uses for the difficulty of obtaining ]abour

supply from this source: \the~dim%nuéioo of pobulat%on of the Islands

which supp11ed Tabour; the Islanders' preference for going to Queens]and
- where they were pa1d much higher wages, and fimally," the great and in

too many cases the unjustifiable delay in repatriating the time-expired

JGillion, p. 14 . .

2Gordon to Carnarvon, August 9, 1877, Parliamentary Papers,
*-1878 LV (289), p. 49.

d., (285), p. 45. o \ L
- o . : ‘ \

igures quoted by Gillion, p.:15, footnote.
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. Nausori, Fiji from the 7880's. See also Horne, p. 174.

1

Chapter IV ' i ' }

A}

TRANSITION TO SUGAR AND THE NEED FOR .MORE CHEAP LABOBR -

. ¢ £ 4
Berthold Seeman, the Botanist who went to Fiji as axmembé;_of
the British Commission in 1860, reported that coffee, tamarind,, tobacco
and sugar-cane were all introduced into Fiji 16ng ago aﬁd the plants
flourished well. The sugar-cane, he reported, grew "as it were, wild .- .

in various parts of the group," but there was no sugqr—making.l

-~

Accérding to other reportg, the wild sugar—E&Be wgé prébably an
indigenous plant called "dovu" by the natives. It was u;ed by the ,
Fijiéns for food in its natural state, and they also boi]éd its juice
iq}o'a thick consistenc&-foé sweetening other fgods.zd Howeyer, what

has been éultivated for sugar—makiqg from the“eér11est days is an
impo}ted fanef mainly of a varieb& o%igiﬁél]y obtained from Hono)le
Islands and bearing that hanéi3 Probably the earliest utilizétion of
a suéar—cane plant in Fijj took ﬁ]ace in 1862 when a Mr. Whippy = .
erected a crude mill oé Wakaya and boiled some syrup.f Howevery his

sugar-making venture énded when he failed to)attract thehttention qf\
, . > .

+

]Seeman, p. 280.

szroceedingé 0f Royal Colonial Institute, kxig 1889-90,
"Agriculture In Fiji", by H. H. Thiele, p. 365. Thiele Tlived in

3fhie1e, p. 365. Some was also introduced from New\Guinea.

Aswanston Papers, “quoted in the Fiji Society Of Sciences And
Industry, Vol. 111, p. 84. Swanston went to Fiji in 1857 as an
agricutturist but served as a civil servant from 1871. ’

L)

*

)













\

o M

I'd

anticipated the possibility of Fiji becoming the “@auritius of Southern

.

uHemisphere‘ but Sir Robert Herbert, the Permanent Under-Seéretany at .

the Colonial Office, had also felt that the sugar industry in Fiji

meant imported labour.! And since by 1874 the Indian indenture system

’

had already been in existence for almost 50 years; it would not have

beenlpoo difficult to foresee where the-sonrce of this imported labour

lay. Consequently, when F131 became a Crown Co]ony and exper1enced a

shortage of Tabour in the 1870's, it qu1te natura11y went to British

Indlf for labourers. But perhaps of even Egze importance is the fa;t'g_*;ﬂﬂ

thit, since a large number of other immigrani—labourers introduced intoNH

Fiji to work tne°sugan-p1antations died, the coming of the "hardy"

Indian became even more urgent for the survival of‘éhe sugar 1ndus£ry
When the C01§m1a1 Sugar-Ref1n1ng Company opened 1ts 1nterests

in Fiji in 1880, it employed all the three groups of labourers -

Polynesians, Indians and some Fijians. ~Where Fijian labour was used,

/
it was mainly for heavy clearing of the ‘ground for which the natives®*

“were judged "suitable".2 _However, native cdﬁiributfon to the develop-

&
ment of the sugar 1ndustry rema1ned negligible. They were not only

,d1scouraged by the government from engaging on dwstant plantations, but

o

by thé Native Lands Ordinance of 1880, the Fijians had also become-  *

£y
.
N -
- ' l/_u,

L}

16i1Tion, p. 10. e

-

2Morgan I, Finucane, "The Islands And The Peopleé OF Eiji,™

~ Proceedjngs Of Royal Colonial Institute, XXXII, ‘1900-1901. Paper

read on November 27, T900. Finucane was a Prov1nc1a1 Inspector of
the Provinces of Ta11evu and Ra and Medical Or icer of the Colony
around the end of the century."
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indenture while 18,780 Indiéns had come to Fiji to wbrk‘yhe sugar

.

e
The accepﬁpnce of Indian labour in Fiji had not come about

p]antations.]' ’ N

w1£hout p]anter oppos1t1on When the first sh1p with 464 Indian immi-
grants arrived in'May of 1879, approximately a year before-the opening
of the Colonial Sugar Refining Company, the plaqters refus;4?Tn1epp1y
for the Tabourers. Thex had ”enormohs1y oppaséd” Indién iﬁ%ig%a%ion,z
and now }n 18%9, since tﬁe'Islahd labour had once again become avai1;
éble, they wo&]d d9 without the Indian labourers at this time.3 Only -
“one planter{ a M® Hil]{with a coconut-plantation on tﬁe-ﬁabi I;1and,
took about a hundred Ind{éﬁ labourers . :A few went as house. servants, '
while the government'wés obfiged to emp]oy the rest in the Public

‘Works Department. In 1880, when-the ColonSal Sugan Refining Company |

opeﬁéd, these same labourers werq\jndentured to, the company.?_ In 1882

the company applied for 250 more Indian labourers, and in 1883 it éven 1

threatened to withdraw its 1nterests from i to Queensland if.the ..

-government wou]drnot guarantee an adequaie supply of Ind1an labour 6 f.
A ! , ) R |

16illion, p..76. Introduction of Islanders into Fiji ended in
1912. . . )

~ -

2Sanderson Commi ttee Repgﬁt, Cd.5193. Part II:. Evidence, -

Cp. 368 AR L -
//} " 3Gi1l{on, p. 69. : ‘ ’ :

4Sir John Gorrie, "Fiji: Notes,Of A Vacation Tour," Contem- i
LraryR iew, September 1880, Vol.: XXXVIII, p 506. oo 7 ,'-..

56iT1ion, p. 76.

6Fa1rgr1eve to Des Voeux, 15 February 1883 C 0. 384/1A3
Quoted by- Parnaby, p. 65 K Y

4










. cry now ‘Was, "We fiust have them, we could not go on as-an- Is]and
wrthout them. ‘ﬁ/’u@a‘.her the Is]ands colild have gone on w1thout Ind1an
]abour er ‘not depends upan one s v1ewpomt

vt Q.
',that the sugar andu'stry of F131 at, the t1me could not yve survwed

What is true, however, is

L vh’shout Inchan- 1abourers-
e \
' rowth‘yf the sq&%ar “industry. co1nc1ded w1th “the rap1d growth of Indlan'

The foHowmg tab]e suggests that the ramd

labourers in the Co1ony and that the sugar 1ndustry cou l& take a giant ‘

A

i

e

-

-

. step forward‘_on]y because bf these Jabour.ers. : 7
4 -\ K 1{ - v X
. Number of Indiewr ™. "
Years .. Labourers. in the Colony Suga¥ Export in f;
+ | ,.Zr'l’
1 \o : -~ - / I
1879-1880 463- 26,000,
1886 - 6,566 ~ . 187 456"
1887 | 6,566 - g 205,294 ‘
u.’ ¥ @ f L .
1808 ' 7,105 | 1 276, 678 b
1889 - ‘7,782 1j1‘ " 263,583,
1890 . 8,940~ ] 244,655
1891 R NV L 32ms2q” 20
¥ t o

+
. .
LY

\

2F1gures for labourers compiled from Gillion, Appendix, p. 2145y

and for 'sugar from Derrick, Geography of Fiji, pp--

]68 169 Horne, -

p. 174, 0ff1c1a1 Handbook To F131, ]892 p. 16.
\
" . \: . ‘ T ¢ 3}0 ]
"’., \ . LW ’ e
b . \. . . ‘
[ « )

¢

A, | . :
]Sandfrson’ Comm‘nttee Report Cd.5193. a&‘art I1: Ev1denc/e, p. 143.:
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of the Indian labourer by bullying, tﬁreatening and f]ogging."]

-

In Fiji. overtask1ng, heavy vork and Iong hours became an
integral part of the indenture system from the very early years At

the Colonia] Office it was genera]Ty understood that the relations .

.between the ijmmigrants and the employers in Fiji were not as good as

they were in the West Indies.’ And Fiji was 'no doubt rather worse

4

‘than Maur1t1us and Br1t1sh Gu1ana 2 Knox, the Genera] Manager of

the Co10n1a1 Sugar Refining Company reported that‘ '--sthere can be
no qqeétlon that the "tasks" in Fiji are heav1er ‘than the West Indies, .
and T do not see any prospect of being able to get more work 6%& day
out of the Tabour than af the présent:}3 Rot surprisinglys over-

. (

tasking frequently led to serious trouble. In February of 1886, for

'instance, 300 Indian labourers went on strike on Colonial éugar Re=

fining Company's Navuso plantation for Heing overtasked. A]though the \J/(

St]pend1ary Maglstrate, wa1ter Carew, gons1dered that the labourers
had been dellberately and cont1nuous1y overtasked, he neverthe1ess
felt obliged"to imprison the r1ng1eaders.4 In May of the same year,

130 Tabourers Barched with their implements from the Rewa Céﬁ@anyns"

. Lo / )
.Kororivia estate protesting against the extension of shovel-ploughing

‘Jasks' from. seven to ten chains. Whi1e~ordering the task back to its

3

TAs related- to Andregs by overseers who participated in the
system, Report Of Andrews' Second Visit To Fijis (Ca1cutta, 1917),
p. 15. See also Burton, Fiji Of Today,'p. 287. @

LFiji Government Emigration Agent, Ca]cuttq‘te Colonial Office,
10 Oftober 1869.(€.5.0.8/97), quated by Gillion, p. 93.
P ‘

3Colonial Sugar Refining Comoaay s Notes on General Manager's
Trip to‘Fiji, 1886, 14, quoted by G111ion, p. 89.

4

4G1111on, p. 83. .

»
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with medical support that the {abourere'sent to Fiji were noﬁ inferior -
to those‘geﬁt to the other Colonies.' He went on'to put the responsi-
bif}ty of excessive break—dgwns on bad coqﬁitions in Fiji.]‘ And in
his officia{ minutes, John Forster, who was now the Sub ﬁgené of
Immigration in:Fiji, attributed-ihem "to insufficient food. and ‘
excess{ve workm.n“2 , - ' o0,
If overtasfing was inherent in the plantation and oyefeeer .
system, then abuse and britality were not far re veé While some*

P

overseers and sardars treated the 'lazy' or the QEak' onea severely,

others were hab1tua]TQ brutal, baating botﬁ the men\and the women at

the slightest mistake. The labourers were flogged, whipped, or beatenl

up; of?en severe bodi]y injuries, and at times even death, resulted. 3

McNej]] anq Chiman Lal, for instance, reported thaf in two Such cases -

the deceaseqqhad been struck by } sardar a shore.time prior'to their : T\\\

deaths.* And relating the facts of brutalities(on plantations; Burton

describes this incident, |
A coolie comes out of the mill with his face cut
bleeding and some of his teeth knocked in. His
blue dungaree clothes are heavily stained with

blood. It Tooks 1ike an accident causéd by the |,
machinery. It is not though.  He is employed

Thurston to Colonial Office, No. 56' 16 June 1892; No. 35, =
6 April 1894 I.R.R. Quoted ky Gillionm, pp 89-90.

2c 5.0. 2777/95 Gillion, p. 90.

3Totaram Sandhya, pp. 20-28. See alsd Burton, Fiji Of Teday,
p. 286; and Roberts, p. 306.

-

4“Report to the Government of India on the Conditions of Indian
Immigrants in four British Colpnies and Surinam," by Messrs. James
McNeill and Chiman Lal, Parliamentary Papers, 1914-1916 LXVII, Cd.7744,-
p‘~318. Hereafter c1ted as McNeill and Chiman +al Report. -
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1 may add aga1n wnat I have often said that the ¢
# very different puq1shments meted ouit fot acts of

_ violence.by Europeans aor. by Indians, re§pect1ve1y, ‘
do not escapev*he ‘kriowledge of the latter, and it =
is in human nature to-redent them.: y no doubt

‘believe that ' what is sauce for the ¢oose }p sauce

- ¢ for the ganderj)1 -

. "y . boe M . A .
. .

Another zeature of .the indenture, perhaps the one most de-
- , ‘ P

griding, at least froﬂ'the Tabourers' point of. vieuj was%the pena]
6 .

c]ause 2 Mhile the clause was seen as 1mportant-t

because*the planters could meither f1ne nor dismiss. the1r 1aboure S5 -

Lv the law neverthe]ess ‘made it possible to conv1ct and to t]ass1fy lazy

»

maintain d15c1p11ne

_and particular}y weak men and women as cr1m1na15 'The 1abourers could’

‘;>be prosecuteddind upon conv1ct10n, fined or 1mpr1soneﬁ for a number

of labour offenses §ueh as'desert1on, unlawful absence f(om work

. % |

fa11ure to comp]ete a task failure tOﬁShOW normal gh]]gence, diz=

"

obedwence, and using’ 1nsu1t1ng language An extension .0f .the indenture -

2 ¢ "

/

was also ordered by the ‘court to make up the time lost: through absence,

A t

=0 1ncomp1et1on of the task,'the time spent 1n court, and the term of

J\.1mpr1sonment 3 And accord1ng to the records, the Colondal Sugar !
- -
ot Ref1n1ng Company made a 11bera1'use of extens1ons of 1ndenture ahd at

l - * N

one'}1me the\government wa;,partﬂcu]ar]y concesned about the

., Lo 3 S . o :
_— Icotonial Se retary s Off1‘e Fiji Mipute Paper 4411/02, .
quoted by Gi]]ion, 114 ' -
? - . LT
L 21t is s1gn1.1cant to note. that the penwl c]ause was ﬂot P

* mentjoned’ in-. the agreements signed by the emigrants in India; but it
was enforced in Fiji. Th]S amo¥fited to del¥berate decept1on

©°

' 1

.o «
. K 3SandeJ§on Comm1ttee Report Part I, p. 88. See also
: Gﬂhon P 118 Lo , o Lo e
2 . N a - \ .. ' - 0 )
v . “» “ ‘0 0 - - !
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. whether such feelings were 1og1ca1]y based on’
facts or utterly unreasonable.

“In any gase, assaults upon the overseers were somewhat frequent and ;A.Zu

"often diabo1{ca1 in design and execution. "2 The hajor‘causes of - *

¢ . :

these attacks were~reta]1at1on for assaults on amm1grants, excess1ve

; tasking, and m1sunderstand1ng or 1gnorance of the labourers customs;

{

character aJ(\ d language. However the, causes of the crimes were
\ . songtimes obscure and in many cases never came to T1ght. ‘And, while

Béiiev1ng that in a large percentage of cases the victim himself-was
. ' ’ \ . * P ,

principal]y to be blamed, Burton goes on to say,
ASOmetwmes - ‘much too frequently - it .is. the whlte

man's relations with Indian women which are Q“use

‘ “.of the assault. "Some Englishmen seem to imagine’

oo T that because a woman is brown she has, therefore,
: no rights of person, and there is g certain class,

&> happily growing less in Fijis to whi;fgp woman is

sacred, and ‘who profess incredulity i either a oo
woman or her’ husbahd are above sellifg virtue. 3

Ny And,~1ndeed, there,were times when wivesy husbands and occasiona]

al sardars were beaten up and punished when they refused to serve-the

interests ©f the English overseers. 4 The immigrants on their par{

( took the only course of action they thought was open to them; that .

is, they retaiiated by making violent attacks. ‘Consequently, their

crime rdte continued to rise unptil 1914, when ' ca s "

]Colon1a1 Secretary S Off1ce Fiji, Minute Paper 3121/93
quoted by Gillion, p. "36.

sk

. . 2Burton, Fiji Of Todax, . 288. See also Stock, The . -

g Chequered Cruise, pp. 148-158. Stock gives an account of—T"?e on I
« a coconut plantation. He also 1nterv1ewed an ex-indentured Jabourer, .

a Buldf '‘Maharaj. ‘ '

\

\ o , 3Burton, Fiji Of Today, pp. 288 290 .
41bid., PP- 290 203. See also Totaram Sandhya, pp- 22 26.
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-"‘ And, most of all, these ‘half-open' cubicles failed to provide.the

.. privacy of a decent family Tife.

1,

. - ~

" immigrants in India were no better, but.at least they did preserve

1mmlgrants, Burton wrote,

’ A

" Perhaps the mud-huts of most of ﬁhe

R

_'/’7‘ff\\\ the fami]ies ‘privacy and 1ntegr1ty Of these living guarters-of the

-

One of the saddest and most depressing.sights  ~-
a man could behold, if he have any soul at all,
is a ‘coolie line' jn Fiji. There is a look of

* abjectness and misery on
haunts him. Dirt, filth, and vile stenghes

almost every face that N

abound. 'Wickédness flaunts itself unshamedly. \T ‘
Loose,»evi]—faced women throw their jibes at ]

criminal - looking men, or else guarrel with . 0
each other 1in high, str1dent voices made emphatic »

by wild angry gestures.

The beholder turhs away

striving to discover whether p1ty or d1sgust is
+ uppermost_in his mind. There is much occasion .

for both.

o

-~

Living as the Tabourers did, cut away from'all family ties as well as

?Z;ants in Fiji deter1orated to such an extent that terms sucheas® the'b"

extent could be expected.

e . A KU :
moral, social -and religious obligations, moral degradation up to some

"morals of the poultry yard" became applicable to the "11nes" 2 ’

Sad]y, the system itself encouraged such debasement. ne pers1stent

feature of the, %ndenturé system was the low per&enfage of adu1t women

"to adult men.

L3

Dur1ng the years /1879 to 1916, the percentages to the

total number of em1grants from ages 10 to over 40 were: men, 6540

Jpercent; and w

]John J
09), A7

1909)

-
o

p. 210.

r Burton, Qur Indian Work™in Fiji,\(sgva,.piji; .

nen, 26.7 pérceﬁt.?n_While the Labour Ordinance called

B‘
.

2Andrews and Péarson Report, p. 31. SR

" Ins given in- Ca]cutta em>?rat1on reports 61]11on Append1x Ey,

O‘ —.,/.

z
(

.
. \
~ A
. Y b
.
.
v

-

However, the moral stand\Kgs of the 1mm1-’.'

-

w "

[A8

2\\



'imfals ' of -the Colony. The Indlahs in F131 new: that they had
become a degraded peop]e, but! they could not understand how 1t

happened And ’It was not without reason that thev called the1r éntire_

~
[
\ -

1ndemﬁred hfe narak', meamng 'heH'
. : v

-~

Another general gr1evance of the 1abourers was’ their ]ow .o : .

<«

The economic, betterment in Fa;n, which’ the 1abourers had been, .

_wages. ’]

\

Ted to expect turned out to be another d15appo1ntment Z " The wage

. of ‘one shﬂhng per day was specwﬁed in the Labour Ordmance, and
} a man cou]d garn h1s one shﬂhng if he comp]eted his day's task o ]

However, either because the’ 1abourers were 1nexper1enced or the tasks

were excesswe]y heavy, they could se1dom comp ete them and earn the]r
- X -8

. oshﬂhng Moreover, the p]anters agtwn in cuttmg@:he wages at the -

shghtes’c opportumty, such as s1ckness faﬂure ‘to comp1ete the tasks,
r\ L3
a day spent at the court or excessive-rain, redd‘fed the‘wages even Y

. further 3° The average wages . of a. male Tabourer in 1902 were 11, 52d SN

kS L. 7
M ]

per working day, whﬂe 'that of .a fema]e was 6.74d. 1In earher years
the egrnings were 1es’s, whﬂe there Was an increase of 1ess than d .

durmg 1902-1912. 4 Dur1ng the-years’ 1912 to 1916, the ma]e Labourers

» .
¢

i : ~ .

‘ ! Léndrews and Pearson Report p. 4 A.’lso pomted out by . .
" Florence Garnham. - 3 o IR

‘ 2yhen the 1890 annual. report was d1sc1osed Allen‘ Steyart, the .
Fiji Government Em1grat10n Agent “in Calcutta, who was h1g 1y cr1t1ca1 ) |
. of -the donditions -in, Fijf, pointed out that the-wages in Fiji Weré v |
altogether too Tow. In 1894 thé Colonial Office also reproved Governor e
Thurston for h1gh mortahty and ]ow wages of the labourers., Gﬂhon, e <
Pp. 90-91. , . . Y

3Andrews and- Pearson Report, pp‘. 14-15,

- . -

.“4Gi1%don, footnote, p. 110, . | : .










: ~«genera1 1‘1fe of the sem1 servﬂe imposed a hérd Tot. ‘4 It had a -de- T

“

morahzmg effect and dumng the1r Tong five years, many were broken ’

- .

» P~
- 7 . -~

n o .

this break, the labourers did-their 'bazar', visited friends, attended . ~

t

weddings p]ayed music, e'nj’oyed't:hei} ‘fuﬂ‘ﬁﬂ of s1eep,'.and above :
all, for the.first time 1n‘ the week, they were not too twed 'to engo_y
their meals. 2N Other usual hohdays on the p]antatmns were Christmas
Day, New Year' S Day, Hoh s Moharram and Easte?‘ ’Monday The Hmdus'and‘“
/the.Mushms celebrated then‘ rehgwus fest1va1s of Hoh and Moharyam

2

Whﬂe there were but a few days of happmess on the p]antatwns, the

o &

.

down Tn body aﬁd in sp1r1t Even with many-:mp'rovementg after 1908,

is no wonder that whe{n the apolition of the indenture system was being

foJrce’quy debated the aﬁti—indenture '1°6r<£es chose Fij1 as ‘their field
of act1on 2 By 1920 when the system was abohshed; it’ had brought

60 553 Indians into the Co]ony And, unljke the Po]ynesmn .]abourer’s,

. 60 pergent of tbe i%entured Indians chose to_'§et‘c1e in Fiji after the

expiry of their ton’*act. .By the year'1921, out of-the total number
of 60,634 Indians, almost.half (26,810) had been born in ‘the Colony.3

N 3 .
— ) ( ’ i
. /\' < . >
. A/
. P ) : o N
]Bur)ton, Our -Indian Work In Fiji, pp. 20-26. =~ i «
& _- 2Karen R.-Hi11; pp. -13_6Land‘(]44'. . : a
e S N : ' « o
~3Gillion, p. 188, . , Y
.t . v ) A

the lot of the 1aboun‘rer‘sa rema_med 'rather w/r\se' in the Colony, and it : ’

-v‘ f
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abuses connected with it, wh11e at the same time the government was °

either unabie or uﬁW1]11ng to enforce 1ts own regu]atlons The.

"

cond1t1on of the indentured was best summed up in the testlmony of

Bechu before the West Ind1an Royal Commission in 1897, fThe common
lot-of the immigrant was to'be overworked, underpaid, robbed, and
beaten by drivers, overseers, and.managers alike. "l And the feelings
of the indentured was perhaps best perce1Ved by Edward Jenklns when
\he wrote that the p]anters failed to “apprec1ate the sense of wrong, ¢
jﬁe fee11ng.of be1ng trampled’ on, which f1lls the mind even of a.
coo]1e, when depr1ved, not so tuch of his rice, as some of h1s
,rights.”2 It is, perhaps, just as well that human feelings cannot be.
_neaéured and recorded. The econom{c betterment was purchased\at a
very.high cost of moral and eocial degradation end social justice.
And thaf, too, the economi; bettermenﬁ did not oome to the,avergge '

o

immigrant himse]f, True, his child has benef1ted the material

e

advantages. But for him, too, in Fiji- the social and po11t1ca]
- Lo Al

atmosphere has always been unstable and land acquisition is still ja

major probkem. - . 9

has worked. FlJlan popu]at1on today is once again in the” maJor1 Y. 3

The polyne51ans have 1ong since d1sappeared and been forgotten.

+
’ ©

]Qootéd from Adamson S;gar Without 51aves, p. 265.

2Edward J. Jenk1ns, The Coo11e - H1g R1ghts and_Wrongs/,
(London: 1871), p. 360. _

3Indigns were in the majority for a number of years, [thus
caus1ng an "Indian Problem". Some observers had felt that Fpji might
even become a little 'Ind1aJ the- Pacific.' \

P - S R ' '

Y

' ( . Gordon's paramount poliey of sav1ng»the F1J1ans from éxti ctlun '

.
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