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Abstract

U,
Iraw sand Justice in Four Dickens! Novels

£

;o : ‘ Renéé‘JoyAKaéﬁir

‘E C The concepts Law and Justice have been examined in the:

four Dickens' novels Bleak Housé, A Tale of Two Cities, Great

:g ' " Expectations and The Mystery of Edwin Drood.
As an institution of the Victorian world, Law emphasized

sbructure and regulation. As Dickens shbwéd in Bleak House,

-

the will and dictates .of past authority rather than the needs
of individuals had become the~boncérn of Law. ' The legal

practice too effected a dehuﬁanizing influence ‘upon laﬁ§ers

such as Guppy, Tulkinghorn, Vholes and Stryver.

/), " Dickens env;sionéd the possibility of law being infused
' T .
with decency and justice, through individual commitment and -

A

sensitivkty to the need for moral justice. Sydney Carton,

s

Jaggers and Pip, Giewgiéus*énd Crisparkle are.the characters

3 . 3

who manifest Dickens' belief that a more humané; comprehensive -

vision of law and justice can evolve for séciaty.~‘
' . .
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‘both condii:ions--i.e. theé recognition of human rights and

n’ f‘ “L
v ¢ - INTRODUCTION B S

)

"“?& ' Within this thesis it will be my intention to de;nonsf:”x"ate

) - ' - ' * ) .a/‘\
Charles Dickens' concerns with the concepts of Justice and Le\xw,

- . N . N - - . N
s f + .

the disparity which exists between the two, and. ﬁhp possibility
théere is for achievi‘?g\l\no!‘al justice, despite the institu-

tional nature of law. ° Dipken\smét only maintained a lifelong
. . :

interest in law, but #s a constant and sensitive observer of ' .

his sociéty and human nature in general, .he naturally pondered

the nature |of - the term "Justice." These four novels réveal his

~

progressive notion of“justice, which culminates ‘in Edwin Drood.

1

\My‘ thesis w“ill' at'f'i;empt to .\mw.xe that in the view of-

Dickens, justice simply means each and every individual's

right to dignity and to a decedt condition in which to live ' k

his or her 1¥fe, and determine His or_her destiny. According

»

to the author, these rights are both inalienable and moral in

nature. Furthermore,”"bick‘ens realizes that whenever men

interact, these inalienable, rigi“are at times threatened.:

Thgx;efore, law, or a system of litigation outlining codes of
. r . .

social conduct, musf be readily available to. ensure that iju'stice

is, in fact, guaranteed. The fact that Dickens recognized that
. - ¢

r'ecourse'.to-—ndﬁ;ade Bystem of litigaiion which can mediate

- !

infringements: upon. t.hese r:i.ghts, are necessary t? a full

realizatlon ot‘ the notidn "Justice,ﬁ is one.of the perspect:wes ’ T

* o




.Finally, my thesis will atﬁempt to oult'.l:’me’n Dickens' pelief

-~

¥

\ ’ 3

A

which my analysis of Dickens' novels will demonstrate.
b . , N . N

that in the society of his day, too many. had abandoned a

desire to realize justlce, and had instead settl—ed J.nt.o a
'y : . .
complacent and unquestioning acceptapce c%, the ‘Comflon Law,
* N ‘ . .

without once realizing that law in it;séif is only a ‘condition' -
of, m?t a’ substitute\;i‘or; justice. 1

Although virtually evei'y novel of Dickens i“llustr'ates his v
concern for justlce, and his contempt for the legal J.nstltut:xon,
the novels whlch I Have chosen to exam:me in thls the31s

constitute the clearest statement . of the author's thoughts

reéarding’ justice and law. Taken together, thé novels Bleak '

House, A Tale of Two Cities, Great Expectations, and The

Mystery of Edwin Drood, comprise a serious condé‘mation of '

: vested economic interests) bu(/ dlsmally unres?onsive\to human

o K 5 )
the British legal system and legal profession. Dickens .,

firmly believed that the insti/i:htioh of law had evolved into '~

a staxd 1nstitut1.on, ever prepl\ared to render service to the»

b ¢

L2

and moral needs. My paper w;i.li; I hope, shed some light on
the fact that Dickena' knowledge of the 1aw was- far from
auperficialg and that- in Pact thosg eleménts of tge law upon

which he focused his criticism were'\h:i.'stori‘cally.accur'afel '
o
Finally, my thesxs will arg'ue that D;Lckens' probmg of ﬁe
» . o
nature of man-made 1aw atid the manner in which it i.s practised

b . -

-~
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o . . (l .‘d
as a profession, did indeed lead hin to cdnclude that as an

»

' .
:mstltutxon and soc:,al practice, law must diverge Pr“om justice

“of the growth of the English Common. Law.

-

both in moral and Juman terms, since At cannot by nature,
take into ‘ac"coun\’the individual's fight to self-determination.’

L.l

Ultima.tely,. mofal/justice can only be achieved by human beings,
and the law of T‘ngland will only be as "just'! as the 1nd1v1duals

who ‘practice i‘b., o : - - .

R Y

N - , >
f’act continued at various times in his 11fe to read law, his-.

Since Dickens had at one time studied for the Bar,ﬂyd in

2 2

abdua!ﬁtance with the legal codes was far from superiiicial.

) -

For' this reason, I have\fél't it necessary ‘to include a chapter

in this thesis which*wifl provide a brief historical survey

The chart of the

4 .
English Courts of Law and- their various areas of jurisdictiom, -

p

has be8n"included for this same reakon.

’
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CHAPTER I °*

<

THE ﬁ?VELOPMENT OF_LAW
/ ° ,
The novels of Charles Bickena all demonstrate, in Vary-

.

\v~’i.ing degrees, the author's concem with Law as a structural
£ - force in Victorian society. Within my ﬂhesis, I plan to -

) GXamine how Dickens viewed the English leghl system, both in
termp of its potentii} to render justice and iﬁs inadequacies
in this reSpect. Dickena“ knawledge of thezlaw was fairly
comprehensive, since he had in fact WOrked in law ofé&ces

’and remai;id a student of the lefal system throughout%his
life. - Thereforé, I feel it ié'important for my thesis to
providé some background concefning’the development, mechanism,
and pbilosophical basis of Bnglish 1aw; background with which
Dickens was not only familiar but which he enployed freely
as a basis for his critique.. . . -~

Because the development of law has been one phase of

1
&

social development, its ﬂistory is by no means.an easy one
to relate. In fact, one cannot even offer a\totally satis-
factory deﬂinition po'the questioﬁ aé to what actually con= =

stitutes Law. , Philosophers thrpughout the ages Have attempted

"o explain and ‘define the judicial pr:lnciples which have
ovolved in their midst. Cicoro regarded aw as “neithen
contrived nor decreed by nan; it is an eternal principle

which rules the whole universe, con-anding what is right and




R P

prohib'j.ti;ng what "is %rong," 1 and ther;by cQutinuing thé

1

3

1

_ancient tendency t@ embue Law with a quasi-religious moral"

LY

quality. .Alt{lodgh the actual origins of Lav‘r(’ar'e shx;duded (“:«,

' . * * ‘ -l
in obscurity, most 1ega1*historiaﬁs agree that the first cug-
. 1 ne ) . N ,
tomary rules of conduct were transmitted ora}ly by ancient

A

tribal priests, who natura;.ly wished to enhance their frame-

" work by‘ claiming Divine sanction. W.H. Robson lucidly remarks
\ f . ’
.that { - :

| - 8
.No one who surveys early legal, institutions (i.e.
tribal codes such ‘as that promulgated by Hammurabi
in Babylon in 2123- :ﬁ C. or.the huge body of juris-.
prudal principles enunciated by the Jews) can fail
to be struck by their rkable stability over
long' stretche of time. v

3

Robson then accounts for the ease with which the legal statua\
) S )

,

§

quo was maintained by asaert.igg that: <N ' T

This immobility can to gome extent be ascribed to ’
the sacred origin of the law. I was believed to
have sprung from a divine being whose ordinances
it would be’ impidus to a1ter.3 . -

S -

Both the early Greek and Roman philosophers upheld the R

more, ancient association between law and" divine ordinaneg.

It was only in the reign of Ediperqr Justmian that the first . -

zsteps in the direction of distinmushing Law from the sphero

.
- C oL

' IW.H. Rob.son, ‘Civilization angvthe Growth*of Law
(Londom acMillan, 1.935 s Pe 3o - .
Ib:l.d., pe’ 16i, ° -

-

Ipid.




Y 4 rel:i.giws~ rites and moral injunctions were taken. His -

austinian Code (A De 534) thereby conveys the notion that
» Q .
La{ rests upon the dna]. foundation %@ Divine revelation and

-

" human ordipance.“

»

"‘l'he advance which Justinian had made could not be re-

versed and by the thirteenth ceantury A.D., despite efforts
—~ * -~ .

s - - 'X ;;,
by St. Thoaas Aquinas to redefine Law in terms-of universal

moral precepta ’ the motion that the euent:lal foundation of

3

law resides in, divinely--anetioned custon was replaced almost
co-p],eteiy by the conception of law as the purpolefnl croa/hﬂ/on

of a ,conscioua leg:lshtive will. -

\.5

- . 0

o

English Egon Law - . R
"  In order to tmly‘approq‘:‘l:t; the early org;nié growth

of the system of Common Law, it is euduitlil to understand,
‘as P.ete'r Archer has eulihasi;ed,r that "No one ever sat down
and dnfted. the English’ legal lyM.'s In faét, until the
’ late qizbteenthﬂ century , the Common Lal_' had evolved as the
unigue product :} hh%?ﬂctl and-mocial forces, the under- -

standing of which is esseatial to any study of the Common
4 , :

Law.
&

Ibido’ Pe 3‘¢

sroter Archer, The mm's & (lhnondmrﬂn
Pm 4963), p. 13.

-

st
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In pre-&lfomn England, 'th.e, Angio-Saxon clans or tribes

had evolveg a fairly (‘si-plo legalhconsciouaneasd, baao;l upoa -
the principle of retribution or revenge:

‘Following ther accounts of early writers, we f:lnd w,

that the patriarchal or primitive man,” if he

suffergd :lnjury,\took his revenge ag well as he

could. C N -
As in the case of most'other tribal societies, the chieftain
or leader would often render judgment in the d.:lsp.uu;, and
dot:amine the penalty as well. ) " s

.In 1066, William the Conqueror initiated a 'Botally novel
and far nore centralized ‘réziu in Enzland‘. with hia strong
government came an effectj.ve centralized legal ad-iniatration
as well. The king hinself e-bodied the legal pirecepts or laws
of the realm; his court was ﬁml];y the arena in which he
‘ discharged his judicial fu‘nc'ti.gns.i In the time of William,
his personal court was known as the "Cnria' Regis® (Court of '
the King) and conai'sted:. in fagct, of several learned adﬁsou\
to the King. | .The Curia Regis tsgvars;:d the entire country
with ffhe monarch, hear:h‘xg disputes between contending liti.gants.‘
It; :l.s* inter@stigg to xiote ‘that admission to the C;xria Regis -
was by m} n‘eans restricted. Any wise ;:itizen who could leave
his ;eraonai affairs ‘to serve the' kfng (and 'thit of course

4

6A.T. Carter, Outlines of En l:lah Les % Histo g (Londoas
Butterworth, 1899), p. 3.-




-

narrowed the selection to-the noble class) could be appointed ,

]

N ' by the nonarch‘ to the Curia Regis. Peter Amhéi tells us
that:
The king, or the particular member of the Council’
(Curia Regis) to whom a given task was entrusted,
was legislator, civil servant, and judge as_occa-%
sion denanded, and often all three at once.
j ' 7 The Curia Regis was not the only ;judicial contribution
which William bequeathed to England.‘ In 1066, William had
v "+ promised the Pope to establish a system of ecclesiastical

o v - courts in the conquered 1sland.8 mu;, while 'the Curia Regis

",,‘ g ' heard d:lsputes\ conceming land ovmership, the ecclesiasti.cal

. courts established by William and staffed by ‘the mean in orders,
were charged with hearing diaputes concerning succeosions and
w:l.lls, since most issues arising from a man's death were bound
up with the Church. More is‘pecifi’cally, the sectjon of the
Beclesiastical Courli'._a; which dealt w:lt.h"the problems arisi;ng
from an :(lndividualﬂ dying intestate 'becap? known as "Doétors'

. Co-bna,@s:l:nce/ the men who practiced there were all Doctors
of Civil Laws - ~ . ~

» ' ' : These Ecclesiastical erés;owere' excellent tx"a:l.ninx.

centres For those interested isf the study of Law and, in fact,

-

the Law as a px‘c;fossion<£n intri.nsica?_liy l;;ln'ked with this

7Amh°l'. Pe 21.

8 G.R. Rndd, The 59_‘11-:: koel Sznte- (Londom Buttemrth, R

.~ . 1962)’ P 11. -
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Hyacinthe Ringrose tells us that:

"other questions of land ownership, as woll as questions of

* successions and w:l.ns. This epndeavour was quickly thwarbed

.
.

early ecclesiastical arema. In his excellent historical

survey of the growth of the legal profession in l'-ingland,

the legal profession had distinctly an ecclesiastical
origin, of which,we are reminded even in the present
,terms of court, which are named in honor of St. Hilary,
Baster, Holy Trinity, and Michaelmas.?

The first judges of these ecclesiastical courts \;er'e origin-
ally bishops, abbots, deans, cano:s, and‘arclitieacons:lo For
D:ickens, it is appz;renf; that the ataid conservatism of the .
legal pmfession » based on ite origina\religious orientation, /
was particularly distasteful, since he tended to view organ-

2 S

ized reliéion as a repressive force. In charaétere such as

Jaggers in Great E;tgctatione\, and Tulkinghorn in Bleak House,

we will examin how D.{ckens envisions the advocate's profess-
~
ional conduct in terms of the pr:lest engaged in ritual, and

the life-denying aspects’ which such a rigorous perception of

§

-

one's duty entails.

. With the passing of William and the aucoeeeion of lese .
illustrious rulers, ambitious clergy attempted to expand the

areag of jurisdiction fol\ the eocle‘siastical courts to include

‘.

.
- o

9Hyacinbhe Ringrose, he Inns of Court (London: Paul
Musson, 1909), Pe 5ot

109p14., p. 3.

- ~
.




‘by the noble class, who, in the early thirteenth ceatury,

_Played a vital role in the architecture of the Common Law.
t - ’ &

In 1207 the clergy wére prohibited by statute from pleading .

of the law settled in certain hotels or inns to receive-their
training..]"l These c‘ant:x"es became known as the Inns df*Court,
and began to convey that highly exclusive aura to their

. ]

- gmembers which provided Dickens with the material for his

(

‘satiric portraits ofllfwyera. »
In 1215, the noblha bmught King John to accept the
docunent known as Magna c:m. !l‘h.i.s chartar stipulated,
onz its other demands, tlut« a "Court of Com.dn Pleas"
should be stationed in Westainster, so that litigants would
-be ;pared the c/o;tly trouble of fqllqwing the King and h.i.s
retinue agross ’&tﬁe countryside to be heard in the Curia Reg:i.-..

The precedent of a court established in one location’ was

already there, for the Court of I-ixchequer’ in l.ondon, ciesicned
‘especially to inveati.gate quest.ions of the King‘s revenue,
was in existence. The "Court of Common Pleas' out.l.ined in
t;he‘ Magna .C‘artq, was modelled after the Court of Exchequer,
gx{d Like its preédecessor, was to be staffed by .chi.ef barons‘

or men eminent in the rnxika'éf the la_vyera.lz ) The" Curia Regis

. o
1lrbido, Pe 2, - s : « !

,W?,_,
LB S
R %o v il

lef'ch_er, p. 24. . {

- b
in the temporal courts, and from that jbigne forward, students | i




‘iaw"16 since ‘{:Tnjy\ ﬁeéarded their proper function to be the

‘fact-that the sergeants-at-law regarded theaselves as the

-11- o .

was not, however, to be abandoned altogether. The barons

recognized the value of the stabilizing force which‘ the pre-~
sence of Law brought to the countryside, and so the court
. \

which(accomban:led the King was to continue in the name of the

W - .
13 "Thus, there came to be three royal

14

Court of King's Bench.
courts, those of Exchequer, Common Pleas, and King's Bench,"
each with cl;sarly defined spheres of jurisdiction'.ls

With the decree of 1207, which greatly limited the role
- <D

played’ by the clerics in English law, the lay courts of the

realm came to be staffed by the moat brilliant and able men
7

whd practiced there. The men were aptly named "nergeants-ft—

1

enforcement §f laws; not the enunciation or demonstration of

morals. It is of crucial importance to our understanding of .
the British legal system and of Dickens' fervent critique
~f

of the statit mentality of this system, to bear in mind the

guardians of a complex framework of rules very much renovéd

‘from the social and political scene. Their mentality was

ommsl——

131b1d. 9 p‘o 260

7pida. L

mg———

" 154.6. Hanbury, Englisk coug%a of Law (London: Oxford -
* .U.P., 1945), p. 87 o ‘ -

161bid. IR ' ' X




o -

'hoi'reéélute and independent a direction the English Common

- R

essentially that of the.fC;ctionary or the small bureaucrat;

and in this medieval period, it was very much apparent, as:

)
Peter Archer indicates, that: ° -

« « « as the legal profession and the Judiciary :
became more selffcontained and s\immediately N\
dependent upon the King's favour, ey remained
increasingly aloof from polit a.l . .

This very fack. has been inatrumental in establishing and

consolidating the sanctity of the English C?mpon Law, and has

indeed safeguarded the law from subjugation by any one monarch.

However, thia aloofness from motial rTeality and individual -
needs has been responsible for the insensitivity to and dis- 5

regard for changé in the Common Law. Dickens' portrait °

n L3 A3
Y

gallery of exponents of the éommon Law, such as Jaggers,

Stryver, Guppy, Vholes, Tulkinghorn,’ and Grewgious, demonstrates

]

that all suffer from a curious "aloofness" from the truly hu@an4

.

instincts.  They too are mere functionaries, who, it will be

seen, only attain some level of humanity w@en they shed the

garb- of the bureaﬁérﬁfg

4

By the fourteenth ceatury, in fact, it became apparent - ‘ .4

Law had taken since William's personal discharge of law, for.
g
in 1328, the Statute of Northampton provided that no royal

command could disturb ﬁhe course of the law. In future, only

- =

5 !

Vg, pyare ST




13- _—— ‘L

: \ 1; ’ i i \
a Statute passed by Parliament could overrule the decision’.

S of a judge.18 It must be noted, however, that most Engli;h

monarchs thenselvea'recognized the atrength of the system og

) 'Common Law, and mought to enhance, rather than undLymiﬁe its; v
growth. It/yan in the reign of Henry IX—that trial by ;ju.ry‘r X s
was introduced,19 and Edward I, often rZQEEied.té as "th? . \ .
. ~ English Qustinian,"zo was regpénsible for expanding the areas_
of jurisdiction of the King'n Bench. |
To understand the rigiditx-of the Common de'syg:em, it
i | is necessary to dis‘cuss’ the concebt of jt;d:'&'cial precedent,

. or "stare decisis," which more than any other precept, has

dominated the English Conﬂ?n Law. George Keeton, iﬁ his study

c . English Laws: The Judicial Comtribution, explains that!

The outlook of the professional lawyers who replaced
thie clerics was narrower:. For them the Common Law 3
: gwas wself-sufficient system and its rules had in ) {
N N L " the past proved capable of adaptation. . . . A8 a -
: ) .o ,result the rules became mdre steadily complex and }
they were developed by means of a specialized legal
logic., )

The legal logfzre-ployed was that of adhe;ing,to judic{al, o y

precedents. Judicial preceden%s evolved from the decisions or

AN ¥1u14. | x S
: | g 19 ! ' ' - e
e Ibidg, P 88. . “" ‘
v B 2°Cax-cer, pB. 52-63. ,
b 2lGeorge We Keeton, English Lawi: The Judicial Contri-

3 | e bu%%on‘(Londonl David and’ Charles, 1974), p. 95+

DU C e

~




) outl;ning the reasons for his verdi t, "and the methodology

lawyers £

' In otheri words, precedents, once enunciated, are binding and

for it is thig‘syate- which does not render a timely verdict

"in Jafadyce and Jarndyce in Bleak House, and it is this systea

Judguents which a judge would render in a dispute. With his
R
decision, the Judge would provide statement or explanation

\ |

which he\had employed in reaching that decision. These state-

ments acq ired much significance, and\

Y

single. p nciple began to govern lega

more'than any other*
logic., Precedents

were reco ed, and\consequently an en reaiystem of law’

"déciqions and their /

uhd‘themseIVEs dominated completely in their per-
spective;Ly age=-old, authoritaéive préecedents.
l ) -
. G.a{-nudd informs us that;

»

cou is binding on any inferi cou and must be

followed in the future until it [is dverxuled by a

court of superior dégree to ty* which the

precedant originated . : o

l

In %:is system a precedent issuing from a superior

must be applied despite the fact that the circumstances of the o

new case may be totally aifferent. It is the nyﬁten of pre~

cedents which Dickens chooses as the focus of his criticism,



Sl T,

W S 2

€1

--and contained a built-in mechanism for rigi,dity.. However,

~ ‘

g \ \

~ A~ '
. ‘ ! i ; K]

which dares not exculpate Magwitch fro'n further su'f\{;ring :&(7

‘Great Expectatiogs. In actual fact, a legal system which <
perpetuates this kind of chain' or hierarchical proceas, is
rigid, inflexible and trapped by its own format. It is a

system which must remain enqlavod to ‘principles at best archaic

and at worst /completely'irrelevant to the case at hand. Although '
F

l\ . ’::

logic may well predominate in the development of such precedents, ~ 3

the danger in this system is obvious. William Seagle, in comm-
enting upon’ this over-reliance npon precédent, has noted that
in this system "the greatest crime which a judge can couuni.t,

o + « is the departure from.existing pt'ecedent.;\";1

a restric-
tion upon the individual right to determination which Dickek w.._/«
doubtless ‘loathed.

. We have seen that by the 15th contury the“British 1ega1 -

system-lad been organized :Lnto something 1:%43 i€s modern fomf

one more development, ~especia11y crucial to our investigation

¥

- of Dickens! view of the Law, remains to be conaidered.

The Court of Chancery originany grew in order to Fill,
an administrativ% vacuum left in the Cosition- Law. This Court

@
was established to provide the administrative machineryy ! for

Ie discharge of Just:l.ce. In other vords, while the Court of

23w1111am Seagle, Law: The Sc:l.ence of Inefficiencz
(New Yorks .MacMillam, 1952), p. 39« , .
v
~ /7
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Exchequer was the arena in,which ques&iz}ns of revenue and

o other finar;cial ﬁgttex;g ‘relating to the Crown were discussed,
«'Chancery was to be the w::it-issuing ft"fice for tlie Court ‘of
Common Pleas. As such, it had a "secretarial® func?;)n, i.e.
o issue the Prerogative Writs, vitheut which acticns in

o 'Common Pleas and King's Bench could not be initiated. Because

Qhancery was more closely linked wit;h the ecclesiastical D

courts , and because the Lord Chancellor of the Court of Chan-

.~ ~ o
cery was always a political fairourite,24 the jurigdiction of

thdis court began-to grow gapidly. ' ~ “3
CoT ’ Between 1660 and 1685 the Court of Changery was Ly
taking over from the ecclesiastical courts their e

B - . Jjurisdiction over suits for legacies and suits for
. ' the distribution of residue.25" N

e I

AN -

,Thus, because matters of trust Z and legacies (i.e. equity) -
h

" were brought to the a'z;ena of the Chancery, this ,count evolved

« into a more rigid court than any ot'.her. G.R. Rudd.provides us

witﬁ some insight into-why Dickens chose the Court of Chancery

_as his prime focus for critici-.sm in Bleak House,} when he con--

4
» . »

firms that' .
4 Ll ™
. Chancery was extremely slow—working and full of .
.abuses. The judicial staff was a}l and the cleri-
- . cal staff large. The fees charged zxorbitant.
: ' Equitable decisions were unpred:lctable.

e - ) ) zixﬂetm’ Pe 1110 R /

R . *91pid., p. 120 o A
. . | |
26pudd, p. 29. ' e
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.. ’ Peter A er's airalysis‘of the .Court of Chancery also concurs

s

with Dickens' conception of the Jarmdyce suit in Ble;k House,

for he states that:
o ' By the early nineteenth céntury a litigant who lived
/ : < to see the termination of proceedings which he had
: - commenced in the Chancery st hyve been orizinally
endowed with both health and wealkh . '. ..27

-

L For Dickens, then, a court which had or ginaliy been estab;
. . ‘. ' e
lished to superv:.se thé discharge of "Justice“ by the other

Common Law Courts and 'to hasten the reconciliatj.on and settle-

. ment of issues, which evolved into an arena of inefficiency,

; [
must have been Jall the :ore intolerable, agd all the QaRe .

< s , reason why he responded so bitterly in Bleak House. The

. fervor of Dickens' desire to see "Justice" implemented viably ‘

A . - in human affairs would definitely cause him to react violently
- v — ‘ - ) 4 :

_wWhen: ’

s o o this virile insti.thtian, or:.ginally cmsading

against abus 8 « « « acquired dignity with advancing
A age, and con equently its Zeal and alacrity decreased

in inverse ritio to its stiugness and m:spectab:l1:l.t'.z‘r.28

g C . Two further aspects of the legal system remain to be s
o RO mentioned. The secularizatiofi of the Bench and the shift if
. ‘ = ' ! : }

3 ? ST inporﬂ:a?xce from the Ecclesiastical courts to the temporal

" courts (Exchequer, Common Pleas, King's Bench) nilt;lrally\

ift ' ' 27Arche.r, p. 41.
‘ xaslbid. ’ S '
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undermined the Church as the trainiﬁk-ground for law sﬁhdents.

%

The law students established&th blv instead in four major
f :.“.,: i

"Ians" or hotels in the Chancery Lané and Holborn areas of
London, where they stqgied law, received the instruction and

| L | advice pf venerable practitioners, and carried on their'

social activities. The féu} 15ngest and most»significantnof .

g - : these Inns, Middle Temple; Inner Temple, Lincoln's Inn, and

Gray's Inn, have been referred to, by Hyacinthe Ringrose, as
637 o, P

1, & « colleges-which together comprise‘the official legal

* university of England."zQ- ‘ o : .

3

There are three main groups which together comprise an
s .. .

Inn: the law students, who naturally are on the lowest ledge )

N

of the hierarchy; the bnrristers, who provide a certain amount .
o of instruction to the students; and finally the "benchers," . ,
who are senior ﬂ§ﬁristers and Queen's Counsel, and who con-

stitute the govgaking body of the Inn. The "benchers" are in “4

2 charge of admitting candidates to the Inn, and to the Bar. ’ -
These four Inns of Court are all equal in’theffnnge of .
their au¥ﬁ§rity and pri{ilegesg No one Inn can take official
' § H precedence ofer‘any other. The fules‘regard§ﬁg thé admission
of students, the manner in which tenms are kept, the eduq§tion.x

and,exauinat;on of‘.‘udents, and the caliing of students to the

o

zgmngmﬂe, ‘po 1e '« // .




S s Bar, aré:hll uniform. - It should be noted that while the\Inns .

o :
e ‘ trained the attormeys or barristers who practiced in the

&

-

5 Common Law Courts, the Law Societies (comparable organizations)
. A ¢
trained the solicitors who practiced in the Court of Chancery.. -
W kN . S ’
Because the Inns were all similar in nature and composition,

i any individual preference for one Inn as opposed to another

- -~

»E\\ was due onlf?to sentiment, historical or family association,‘

or social environment. Since all regulations }ene and still
%% . are identical in the various Inns, it is sélf-evident that ¥ =

E - n any student expelled from one will be refused qdnisaion to

E o~
3 ' . . \ v _’3 oo
k . the others. . _ ‘ ° XS”‘ N
it B
baad . \

" Hyacinthe Ringrose has commented that } B .

- - #Tﬁé Inns of Court are societies of '‘a truly singular
.character. They are not corporations created by °* .

. State authority, but puvely voluntary associations
E . « « '« they regulate themselves freely and practically
& ' . tolerate no interference £rdm any authority vhatsoevsr. ,
- Only England has, or could have, the Inns of Court.

a

- Indeed, the very unique character of men who have spent their

lives within the various Inns has been a_sub ct of much inter-

es to Dickend.j In the characters of Tulﬁinghorn, Guppy, Kenge

and Carboy) anﬂtholes (Bleak House), Jaggers and Wemmick

(Great Exgectationa), Grewgious (Mzstegx of Edwin Drood),
Traddles (David Copperfield) and Stryver and Carton (A g

)
E ‘ ' of Two Cities), Dickens has assembled a portrait gallery of
::‘ '\ ’ 301‘7.{(10, Pe 145. v
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the legal profession "which in its gange ‘and lifelike char-

acter is superior to that possessed by the historian of any

other period." 31

v a

British criminal law, though a separate area of the

\
AN

Common Law, dégerves some mention, particularly since Dickens

~N

displays his ogt%ge at the extreme cruelty of this system,

,in Great Expectiations.

{

The criminal codé, like the body of

'

civ11 law, relied -heavily upon precedent and change was

.

e
almost 1mpercept1ble. Therefore, the Vxétonan era continued

to perpetuaﬁe many of | the ancient abuses, 'éhough the extresme

nature of criminal punishment c}id spar
. 4

Dickens! lif etime .

4

‘ A

lJ some protest in

. Philip Collins! comprehensive study of criminal \law tells

L, /

us that by 1812, the year in which Dickens was borm, the

Parliamentary campaign to reguce the "savagery of,/€he law"

-

32

_:!.pjl\by Sir Samuel Romilly, was alre:;gy four years underway. N

Reform Act was passed in Parliament.

33

a

; In 1823, a fairly humane, though far from adequate Prison

Furtherore , "the

frequency of Royal Commissions. and Select Committees into

\

. one aspect or,another of the treatment of crime, and the

- T —

series of Prison Acts and Penal Servitude Actg, likewise

R

-

S

3%ii111am.5. Holdsworth, Charles Dickens as a Le g

32

1971):

33

Historian (New York:

Haskell House, 1972), p. 6.

Phi,lip Collins, Dickens and Crime (London:

Pe 3.

Ibido, P2 4.

" Y a
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| showed an urgenf, if confused official :‘.tn:e:-r-est:,"34 in the need

‘ for criminal pf'ocedu;al refo‘,rn. ‘This flurry of activity on

the part of the government makes-it logical to inquire exact1§‘

how desperate conditions wéi’-.e/, and to examine briefly Victorian

so«r:iety with a view to understanding the ori_g‘ins of these

“ c ' deplorable conditions, and the manner in which the Victorian

order re‘sponded to the entire question of crimix;al law.:

W.E. Houghton, noted historian of the Victorian period,
stated that the period was not really an optimistic one,

‘{ ‘ - :despite ‘the ‘outlook of the ruling élite. "By 1830 it was no
longerqb]\.iés to be alive; \nor was the. time dawn."ss. In other
words, til(mgh +he Industrial Revolution had carried with it

E pron::‘..se of wealth to many; though political and economic
hegemony had been forecast for the nation as a whole} and
more social mobility t'han ever before' ¥as made possible to

_ 2 those who were aggx:essive enough to seize new ;pportunit.:;b
/ these ins'tances of succ’ess could no longer overshadow the
general impoverishment of the nas:les]; the squalor ‘and ignor- .
. S ance of those who laboured i.n‘indnst.ries; and the harsh”
1 NN realities of Malthus' theory. Though Victorian society was

a conservative and rigid one, though the social order seemed

¥ .

— . ‘ N N

;’ . . > 34Ibido, ps 7. . ! . ‘)

-

- -, ' 35"’-30 Houghton, The Victorian Frame of Mind; 1830-18 0.
a - "(Mew Haven: Yale U.P., 1959), p. 27.
;0\ T R . . ’
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" pettled forever, insecurity did haunt the up[;er classes as a
: R rlpfult of the two social extremes of splen&our and po'verty ) :
existing side by side with each other, in a véry uneasy peace. ’
As Houghton tells us, "For all its solid and imposing strength,

Victorian society, particular]'.sr in the period before 1850, .
‘vas shot through from top to bottom, with the dread of some - F
wiid outbreak tzf the masses, that would overthrow the estab-

lished order and confiscate private property."36 -~

Despite the fact that this fear of organized revolution
on the part of the governing ciaaseg was somewhat exaggerated, g
it nonetheless di.(‘lﬂsig’ni‘fy the deep-rooted anxiety that society .
- was -J'.ndeed repx;essive and that British criminal lav;, so long
justified by the hope that it would deter lawlessness and
serve' the status quo, was an overt instrument qf repression
and brutality. In order ta dumstr;te how repre{i«ré and d
" brutal the“’;ﬁw ac%all'y was, I fel't it imperative to inves-
) tigate fhé actu;zl condj.t;l.ons which c;'inix{éls faced in the
""Victorian‘ worl'l.d.‘ N\ ™
. Ant’hoﬁy Babington's The English Bastille: A History of.
': ' ‘Ma;:e Gaol' and Prison fConditi/ons in DBritain sumax;izes the

[

~

¢ ' history of Newgate, which was LondAn'h infamous prison for the
. \ g
most serious criminal offenders as "a chronicle of brutality, .

) 36Ibid.,’pp-,'54;-55-‘ . R
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corrﬁption,_thoughtleésness, andﬂﬁeglecﬁ."37 The aftitude
toward the criminal on the part of the established order,

articulated in and enacted by the criminal tode, was indeed

¢

harsh, thoughtless and unyielding, and applied egqually

v S

to those offenders who were transported to the colonies.
Y

The brybtality of the English criminal law is hbf easily
comprehended. Crimes and offences which' today dhrry é;very

short prison term, were in the nlneteenth century punishable

by death. Under the "Bloody Code," as the Criminal Code was

. called, more than .two hundred offences in fact were considered
. &

. vagrants were still publicly flogged;

. Anthony Babington, The English Bastille: A History of
New te Gaol and Prison Conditions in Britain 1188-1902
.'IL d Y, Be 1.’ ' '

cap:ltal,’38 and these ranged érom petty theft, to street ruffian-
ism, to murder. Though the British legal system considered.
itsglé highly sophisticated,*one must never lbsé s?ght of suchafﬁg
startling facts that even in 1817, women and gi#ls who were

39 and it was .only in

1868 that the Capital Punishment Amendsent Act made all

executions private.fo The extiremity of the law for offences

of Qﬁeh a less.severe nature, displayed how far away from a -
true notion of justice the British 1ega1 structure had

travelled. ‘ : - ‘ ‘ .
el

37

- 38C0111ns, Pe 30 ' 5

" "3%abington, p. 27. « -~
0 S {
Collins, p. 5. C e | \

on: MacDonald,. 1971 //5 .
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Dickens aﬁd the Law

As an ‘individual who had worked in the law offiéés\of.
. 41 . i .
Ellis and Blackmore, had read law in Gray's Inn with'a view
to entering the Bar,42 and who entertained this ambition
N ' ' . ¢ ~

throughout his entire life, Diékens was certainly well aware

of the fundamental conflict within. the system of English.

Common Law. This is the conflict between Law as-an instngé‘

ment to render mordl justice on the one ﬁand, and Law as a

N R 3

procedural struggle or competition, in which morality, human

~er

. the Laks of England, éhap the English Common Law was quickly

integrity, and social- consciousness are often completely.

5 .
~ M -~ &

discarded.
< ¢

Sir William Blackstone, the celebrated legal instructor

of the eighteenth century had warned Im~his Commentaries on

becoming too detached from the needsﬁqf the rapidly -industrial-

izing state, and far too concerned with-theAquestﬁon of 'self-

preservation. As Sir Cecil Fifoot tells gé in hi:mauthoriﬁhtive ‘
’ ' o -~

W“'

41John Forster, The Life of Charles Dickens (London:
J«M. Dent and Sons, 1963;, I, pe 43. .
. .

5 o4
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study, English Law and Its Background, "though as a body of

‘eubstantiv.e rules theé legai was less archaic than the politi-

‘cal or the economic eyatem““ in this period ‘when industrial- =
‘ization was transforming England, nevertheless, "the su‘wival

of obsolete machinery disfigured the whole of English Law." 44 5 |

The smsource ‘of this Juetjce-u;w conflict and its con-
B sequences upon those involved in litigat.ion s i8 what Dickens *
. attempts ‘to explore in the novels with which this thesis will
' concern itself. In each novel, Law is carried through, but
not with a view to, implementing moral justice and decency.
The: inefficiency of massive legal nachinery thwarts :juetice
fmn being realized in Bleak House, i.nflexibility and rigidity

- destroy whatever poeeibility there :l.e for rendering justice

- v

angi insuring h\qx'nan, dxgnity in Great Expectationsswand Tale of
g o 'Two Cities: Finally, Law as a coaplex framework of abstxjcct '

. ;irb’c‘epts and coﬁcmel agreements sustaining the economic ce

and 'ponucu 3lite of nineteenth century nnglmd is seen to
curbail normal human ¢rowth itself in Edw:l.n D d, David Y
Coggerfield, ,and Hard ’.l‘ines. \

E‘ . .o - Legal theoriet W:lll:l.a;n Seagle has also spokeq} otd\e
f,

conflict vh:l.ch exists between Law md Just:['ce. He asaunes

t , oo 43 s1r Cecil Fifoot, Bngl:leh Law and Its Bac_lgroun (l.ondom
Eig ‘ ) Ge Bell aild Sm‘, 19325) ’ P 148 -
: S 44 ”

Ibid. 2 Pe 150-
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the pessimistic position that iegai "efficiegcy" has n;vor
been achieve&i nor even ;incerely desired, in legal hiétbry..
Seagle sé¢es Justice a; the p;erbsqtive or resource of the
governing class; Bence, how weli one plﬁg; thé legal chess-

, . - e .
boagg will determine the degree or quantity of Justice to be

attained. Seagle iuci@lfhbgp;aihp the argument with which

Digzcns is most concerned in his novels Bleak House and Great
Expectations. According to Seazle’é ;naiysis, the basic
classification.of legq} ruies in éve;y.natuqe legal system,
such as English C;mhoﬁ Law, distinxuishe; between “hubstgntive o
law” and "adjective law." Substantive law consists of the
rights recognized and supposedly upheld by the legal syaten
(i.e. precepta of Juatice) and the adjective law is the |
pvoce&ure pr course of action which must be followed by per-
sons who assért these rights in order‘to secure recognipion
and enforcement by the courts.43 Howevef, p;ocedure, or the
kage'of aéje?tive l;w, coupled witQ\the/gassive nacﬁinery to
substant}ate it, had unfortunately become an end in itself in
nineteenth century Enzlan;. "As Seagle remarks, “Ironiﬁa}ly,
hewever, prdbedére has renainéd’the mainstay of legal ineff;c-
iency, and the basic m of preventing the realization of

substantive rightas." 6 Digkens!' pbrtrayais of court. scemes,
L2 3 - .

SSeagle, pe 46,

‘461b1d-
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the litigational -procedures, and the advocates who thrive on ,

these legal chess spectacles, amply demonstrate that he was

intensely disturbed by the fact that ". . . at every stage ~of - |

a. litigation there are procedural mles, rules, and still nore

mles. + o « They produce that awesome ceremongalism wh:lch is -

the very quintessence of the administration of jus€ice."47 /

l"‘,ut'thermore‘:- t;t;se procedural rules do not result in :jg\sf'i_ce - &
' being rendered, but tend to stf‘ifle' any possibility for i.ts o

- attaioment. o b
. The period’ betwe.en 1830 and 1880 was o:;e filled with a

-

growing awareness of the i.na‘equacies of the Common Law to

meet the needs of citizens .{n‘aﬂnew‘ly—indﬁstrialad l,and.48

Certéin .judicial reform measure;; were, in fact, 'implemenfed.. .
(The Uniformity of Process .Act in 1832 removed some of the

. anachronisms of the Cpﬁon Law.) Much of the dissent-of the
period culminated in .the"J(‘udicature Act of 1873, which estaﬁ-

lished the Supreme Court of Judicature, whose jurisdiction{'

-

conprise;l the areas formerly belonging to the Court of v
Excheq\ier, Common Pleas, King's Bench, and Chancm'y.49 Howeve‘r,
before this "housecleaning" in the Common Law occurred, gmf
consczencg._everywhere had been aroused by the crusade for Justice
in which Charlea Dickens had been so totally engaged, and which

|
inspired so great a portion of his workl

- 47 tbid.

f H

481p5q. ,
-49 Archer, p. 53.
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\ B BLEAK HOUSE AND THE INFAMY OF CHANCERY

((,\z ST I

-Accgrding to English leéal histj.orian: i’eter Ax'éher', "The

ninéteent}.h century found England with a ‘legal systea which )

enjoyed all the advantages of vene:ability, but paid for thea

‘with all the penalties of senility."l In Bleak House Dickens

demonstrates with more pessimism than in any of. his other

novels the vast discrep;mcy which exists between li.tigati;nal

procedure on the on.e hand and moral ;‘iusti.ce ox""clecency’ upon.‘

the other. .. ! )
The Jarndyce suit is a creation on the part of 'b‘he guthor '

to pr(;'vi;le b&ﬂl a str_uctur;nl and thmtiq framework for his

’c&%de\mat‘iqm off the Iegal/l. procedure of Chanc'ery. Theé structural

framework consih%‘s of the dispute o¥er wills and property ‘

adn:i:niatered by'ﬁhe Court of Chince;-y. This suit involves

cla:lnanﬁ;'or litigants who become the pain characif.ers of the [

novel, Their destinies are the destinies involved in the suit.

'l.'h-e thematic ifranewo'rk' whi::h the Jarndyce suit provides :ls-rthat

+ of. the discrepancy between the proced;::/ of the Court,on the
one hand, and the aspirations ¢'>f the litigants o:; the other.
It~ will be.my inteantion in th:ls, second chapter tb.’illuatrata:

. r

how Dickens brings to light the contradiction between ].u;i::-'

-

tional \érocedure and human justice in this novel, and to show
’ . N . g

‘ the author's earli perceptions of the influence of law upon life.

a

» ¥

‘ N .
'lfeter Archer, The gueon's Courts (Harmondsworth: Penguin,
1963, p. 50. ; ) )
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approximately L70,000.
lm'en more notorious aChancery. monolith known as the Jennings'

. the town of Acton, who ciied .intestate in the year 1798, and

i . ’ a
John fﬁcas lucidly noted that ”:!:n large part Bleak House
P s |
is upsetting precisely because of :@.ts use of iactualities."z
It is historical fact that by the nineteenth century, the Court

of "Chancery, orig:hm]Z established to facilitate the admini-

stration of justice, had become infamous for its delays,

exorbitant costs, and the misery and anxiety which suitors in

{

the Court endured. Two especially notorious cases in Chancery

had found theélr way to Dickens' attention by the year':’lSSl., Cos

when he began Bleak House.3 ‘l‘he first case,

known in Chancery

the story of-

%

* .
The Day Case had dated from 1834, apd

as the Day Case, is thought to have inspired
Gridley in the novel.
. ¢
at any-given point in its history involved no fe‘ﬁﬁr than
o . .

!

seventeen lawyers. At times, the number of advocates involved

in this legal spectacle was as great as‘thirty ‘or forty. The
costs incurred in this 1itiga£io: to the ,year-1850 were
Critics believe that the Jarndyce

suit, around which‘ Bleak House -rev?;lves » was suggested by an

gasef This legal contest involved the property of a miser from

v ’ - \
whose assets at death amounted to kl,500,000. When the' last -

claimant of this property died in 1'915? the case was st_ill

e

230hn Lucas, The Melancholy Man: A Stuciy of Dickens' Novels

(Londom Methuen, 1970), p. 207,
Bdgar Johnson, Charles Dickens: His Tragedx and Triumph
(New York:s on and Shnster, 1952), II, p. 771.

41bid., p. 771. ‘ -
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unsettled, and the costs incurred to that time amounted to
250, 000. ‘Thqre can be little doubt that Dickens! indignation.
at the tardiness of Chancery Bfocedure and the perversion of N

the general weifare by the Euélish courts of law helped to

- inspire Bleak House. , "

-
The reader must confront Dickens' contempt for and outrage

at the monstrous supersuructure of the legal system in his first
experiéhce with the novel. The settiug which{pickené depiuts

 is the legal world of Temple Bar in Lincoln's Inn Hall. It is
in all ruspects a muddy, murky, and fog-ridden worl?%

) London. Michaelmas Term lately over, and the Lord
Chancellor sitting in Lincoln's Inn Hall. Implacable
' Novembgr weather. As much mud in the streets, as if
the waters had but newly retired from the face of the
earth. -Fog everywhere. Fog up the river, where it
flows among green aits and meadows; fog down the
river, where it rolls defiled among the tiers of ‘
shipping, and the waterside pollutions of a great
(and dirty) city.S A . : .-

- The landscape of thiq world is portrayed as a chilling and
disheartening one, and therefore it is like the dampening and. - .

_ heartrending ¢onfusion upon which the legal nexus of Chancery - ,

Court thrives:

The raw afternoon is rawest, and the dense fog is densest,
and the muddy streets are muddiest, near the leaden-
b headed old obstruction, appropriate omament for the ™~
threshold of a leaden-headed old corporation: Temple
Bar. And hard by Temple Bar, in Lincoln's Inn Hall,
_at the very heart of the fog, sits the Lord High . :

'

/

B

) SChu}les Dickens, Bleak House {Boston: The Riverside
'Y Press, 1 56), p. 1. All subsequent quotations folloy the

. + text of ame edition . The ‘page numbers of each will be *
- dndicated in parentheses after the quotation. : :
Vi

3
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Chancellor in his High Court of Chancery. Never can
. there come mud and mire too deep, to assort with the
. groping and floundering condition which this High
N . . Court of Chancery, most pestilent "of hoary sinners ’
A8 holds, this day, in the sight of heaven and earth.(l)

, ) Dickens is most explicit in his explanation of the function
which Chancery fulfills. The High Court is there to perpetuate

the "fog"; t_’c;é which is symbolic of the /Law of England. The

¢4

law in turn comes to symbolize for Dickens the overall corrup-

tion which eats away at the heart of Victorian England:

N .

On such an afternoon, some score of members of the kf

High Court, of Chancery bar ought to be . . « as here ©

4 ) they are . . . mistily engaged in one of the ten

. thousand stages of an endless cause, tripping ong

; another up on slippery precedents, Eroping knee-deep

in technicalities, running their goat-hair and horse-
bt hair warded heads against walls of woids, and making
‘ a pretence of equity with serioqus faces, as players,
3 might . . .. Well may the court be dim, with wasting
' candles here and there; well may the fog hang heavy

. in it, as if it would never get out; “well may the

E o~ ~ stained glass windows lose their colour, and admit

. no light of day into the place. . . . This is the

Court of Chancery; which has its decaying houses

and its blighted lands in every shire; which has its
worn-out lunatic in every madhouse, and its ruined
suitob, with his slipshod heels and threadbare dress,

- borrowing and begging through the round of every man's
"' . acquaintance; . . .. whigh 'so exhausts finances,

' patience, courage, hope? so overthrows the brain and’
breaks the heart; that there i3 mot an honourable man
among its practitioners who would not give . . .who

doqg not often give the warning, tSuffer any wrong

B ) that cap Be done you rather than come herel! (2)

L 2N

Y i ‘ s ! — ' 3
E_ - Thus, Chancery;-as an instihxtion of law, and the synbol of
. : L ) R 44 VoL \ha
st _ ' fog, as confusion and turmoil, are inextricably l:r.nke‘d to ea
% I
; © ' other in the commencement of the novell. In the progression o

.this thesis we’shall come to ,pee how Law in all its spléndid
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*confusion" is simultaneously a cause and result of the iiis' of

Victorian society,

Dickens' use of symbolic representations of the N
legal system 4a conf:[med by a nafrative structure’
which carries through the suggestions of this symboli.c 1eve1.

’I.'he Jarmdyce suit is introduced as the great monol;ﬂ‘ of

Chancery ... the suit to ex{d 811 others in terms of length,

aumber of importunate suitors and wards involved, _an%t‘;he misery

which it has exacted. Dickens tells us, with more than a trace

’

of irony, that "This scarecrow of 'a suit has, in course of time,:

4

become so complicated; that no man alive knows what it means. .

The parties to it understand it least." (3) JNor is this con-

’

fusion without its malevolent effects, for: S

Innumerable children have been. born into the cause;
innumerable young, people have married into it;
innumerable old people have died out of it. Scores
‘of persqns have deliriously found themselves made
parties in Jarndyce and Jarndyce, without knowing .
how or why; whole families liave inherited legendary
. hatreds with the suit. Fair wards @f Court have

. faded into mothers and grandmothers, a long pro-

cession of Chancellors has come in and gone out;

the legion of bills' in the suit have been transformed

into mere bills of mortality;,there’ aré not three

Jarndyces left upon the earth perhaps, since 01d Tom

‘Jarndyce in despair blew his brains out at a coffee-

house in Chancery Lane; but Jarndyce and Jamdyce

still drags its dreary length before the Com't, o

< peremially hopeless.(3) » ot

- The suit which is "hopelesg{"- the suit which is an unnatural

blizht upon the natural order of growth and 1:|.fo, is fed new

/\". fuel in the charaotors of the vards introduced in the novel.

1
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It is through this very juxtaposition between tHe vital,
youthful wards in the suit, and the life-denying, cancerous
elements of litigation which the Court of Chancery nurtures,

. that Dicl&ens is able to criticize the shortcomings of English

Common Law. L )

L]

?leia Manning has correctly noted.that ‘althoug‘h\ "the |
chief social institution of the novel is Chancery, the refléc-
tions of its essential patu::e indicate that it'is less a cank.er
upon a healthy organ:.sm than an epitome of widespread dizsorclerl.'6
In questioning how’the insti.wtzon of Chancery derives :.ts legit=
imicy, Dickens turns to Victor‘:;an societ.y as a whole and° finds

4

that Chancery is an offshoot of the vested interests, or "world

. LN p
of fashion" (6) of Victorian England. This is the Victorian

t

England of the Dedlocks and otliers like them who form the

P . . . - >
governing élite; ‘that "world wrapped up in too puch jeweller's

, . ,
cotton and fine wool, and (therefore] a world which cannot hear
N - . . 3
the rushing of the larger wdrld;:"(ﬁ) Chancery is the epitoéme
: #

of this universe; and the’law of Chabncery., akin to the estab-

-

R
lighed interests in nature and essence, is as well another

- [
nthing of precedent and usage; [another] oversleeping Rip Van
© Winkle."(6) . - » S
'\’\ ’ ' » - b ' e
PDickens has linked the-world of Chancery even more overtly

with that of. the governing élite, for Lady Dedjock plays a'

' 6Sy1via Bank Manning;, Dickens as Satirist (New Haven:
Yale Uopo’ 1971)", Pe 103.

N LA} ' t
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? L ' -~ prominent role in both. Critic Bert Hornback explains that

_— ’
A

~ L "Dickens organizes the stox;y of Bleak House around four

i’ B . cl.xara;:ters, all‘of them involved with Chancery: Bsther-n
z ' ’Sumersqn,. Joh:r; Jarndyce, Little Jo; and Mr. Krogk."7 “
g ". 7', I feel that to this list must be added the character of Lady -
% ' -Dedloc¢k, who is si‘x?ultaneo'usly a symbol of the hollow pretenq-':
sions of'fashflgnab.le Vict;)r:iaa\i?“}ingland; and a symbolic victim
of the life-denying ‘qﬁali.tieg of that safne\jvorld and its
institut:lqg\s;f;y" |

T The way in which characters are ,entangled'by the web of *
'\ . Chancery is clev;rly manipulated by D.ickens.. John Jarx;che\:

is pot nly an heir to the Jarndyce suit, but is a cousin to
» | Ada CMyretand Richard Carstone; ;va::ds of t};e CouM of Chancery.

‘:'I'amdy:e is 'also the guardian.of Esther Sumnerson: the only

‘character wf:o never ailows herge‘li’ to bc; contaminated by this

legal institution. 'l'he destgin?.cgg of these four characters

wi.'!.l be closely linked together, and ;vill lé igevitably, . .

. dep:ndent uptm~ the suit. 1In a smlér manner, 'Krook, the .-

proprietor of the%?ag and bottle shop, haas gathered about him -
an \mtouraée of charac;;:rs whose lives lgay_re béen ravaged by

W »

- the épati'tition of f&nc;iw, _and the widespread injustices of .

v
f

thr}:lrocedures of English Common Law. Nemo, the law-copier,
— Cd ‘ ' ¢

-
L3
~

o“ A 7

“

Bert Hornback, Noah's Architecture: A Study of Dickens!
M!thOIOE! (Athenﬂ ¢ Ohio {.P. » 1972 ,, Pe 620 ) .
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who'se death triggers a series \%\f; events eventually 1ead:l.n¢ to
th\e expof\fxre of Lady Dedlock, bo:rde at Krook's dingy tenement.
Like Nemo, the other tenants regard ch‘m*a rag and bottle
'ahop as an inverted sort of Court. The shop, situated in
I%incoln'a Inn Field,‘ is known :hwoni.ca];‘ly, as the "Court of

Cimncery" since it represents to its inhaj}itanta a-pock court,

in the same way that” Chancery represeants a mockery”:} corruption
of justice. That Krook's abode is integrally linked to the Law

there can be little doubt. Esther desiribes her first visit

v

to this strange domain in vivid detail? | ,

I aln reminded by mentioning the latter, that the shop
had, in several little particulars, the air of being
in a legal neighberhood, and of being, as it were, a
dirty hanger-on and disowned relation of the law.
There were a great many ink bottles. There was a
little tottering bench of shabby old volumes, outside
the door, labelled ‘Law Books, all at 9d* . . .

I could have fancied that all the ruety keys, of
whioh there must have been hundreds huddled together
as old dron, had once belonged to dbors of rooms or
strong chests in lawyums' offices. (38)

+ = Not only does the waste and rubble found in Krook'e ahop Berve

’\\s an inagg\,of~tlxe waste and ruin which Chancery makes of all

things, but human life and aspiration too degenerate in Krook's -

domain, as they do in Chancery. Nemo takes his own life in an
‘ upstaixfs apartment; Miss Flite, another suitor in Chancery,
continues to live in abject nieex.-y and beg/enes‘nore and more
t b Y2 N

.deranged as she waits in vain for jusj:(ce to be domne and‘ a fudg-

meat to be obtained on hei behalf in Chancery. Miss Flite's ,,‘

4

.
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I being Chancery. « . « I began to keep the little
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.
b e

A i ‘ ~
" 1ife has 'been totally eangulfed by Cﬁ;ﬁc‘ery. She is imprisoned

by her desperate and futile search for justice in the Court,
Jjust as her birds are imprisoned by her: -

- AN
Qhe lived at the top of the house, in a pretty

. arge room from which she had a glimpse of Lincoln's
Inn Hall. This Seemed to have been her principal
inducement, originally, for taking up her residence
there. She could look at it, she said, in the night:
especially in the moonshine. Her room was clean, but
very, very bare. (42)

k]

¢

" Her hoie to achieve justice in Chancery is equally barren:

'Y pass my days in Court; my evenings and my nights
JHere. I find the nights long, for I sleep but little,
" and think much. That is, of course, unavoidable,
creatures with) an object that the wards will readily
comprehend., With the in don of restoring them to
liberty. When my judgmefit mhould be given. Ye-esl-
They die in prison, though. Their lives, poor silly
" things, are short in comparison with Chancery proceed-

ings, that, one by one, the whole collection has died

over and over again . . ..!' (42) ‘

- This idea of imprisonment runs throughout th\enove‘l and
the pathetic figui'e of Jo, of "Tén"s-all-Alone," continues it.
This slum, situated in the very, core of Chancery Lane, exists

in flagrant contrast to the wo:'}i of Chesney Wold. Jo, 6ffsprin¢

"‘of neglect and poverty, moves between all elements in the novel:

he" is linked to Nemo of Kroqk" s domain; he is tended by Esther; ‘
he is used by Tulkinghorn of Chancery Court; and he is“even in

association with Lady Dedlock and consequently the world of

J

fashion and interest. As Robert Barmard tells us, while the . (/

world of the Dedlock's is depici;od *with the intention to

N

-
.

L3
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emphasize the aterilit..y and falseness of the life lived,"vs

B . "Tom's-All-Alone diapla‘ys the harsh reality of degradation
- : 9 .
© and exploitation upon which the vested interests of England -

/

’ rest. Therefore, Dickens argues, though vast differences

ol PRRAE (o
AR T

&
'in terms of economic and political interests exist, all ff%
characters in this world are entangled by the Law, and cannat . 3

eséape the imprisonment which this monolith imposes. The

b a2y

‘institution of Law is at one and the same time the vanguard or g
. defense of the politico-economic interests which conprise the ‘.
‘ Victorian world; and . the by-product of this ‘fragmented

society, which must devise arbitrary distinctions to denote

. its component parts, No member of society, indeed no class

in society, can escape this all-encompassing web. <

— ; e

o ‘ T The law not only imprisons English society, but its effects
' upon its practitioners are enslaving as well. The law imprisons
individuals in a blind adherence to an often self-contained,

a . anachronistic structure. The ’ovehéi;idity and over-reliance

% . ‘ upon dictates and prececients wh‘tc.;h rob the individual of his . ,

power to think or feel do \not escape grave condemnation by

Dickens. Kenge and Cart:oy, the firm of barristers representing

o John Jarndyce, are portrayed as men Withm.;t real. malice, but
eqnuliy devoid of imagination or peuonality. }pdeed, their ‘
names are chosen to demoustrate their :l.neffectual natnren, .

- .
| . .

R S 8Robm-f. Barnard, Ima and Theme in the Novels of Charles

Dickens (New York:s The Humanities Press, 1974), p. 69.
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Kenge being‘a perfectly innocuous British surname, and
,, .
Carboy, a container of fluids. These men thrive upon the

tangles of the law for they find théi.;' niche in the nexus|of
. . )

PRGN

precedents and anqchronisms which comprise the Common La :fﬁl";
Their mentality, and indeed their pride in this vast-l&gal
¥

system are reminiscent of the thi.xte&xth-catury sergeants—at-law
A

who were so instrumental in perpetuating the system of precedent

in the Common Law? l ©

He appeared to enjoy beyond everything the sound of his
own voice. I couldn't wonder at that, for it was mellow
and full, and gave great importance to every word he
uttered. He listened to himself with obvious satisfact=
ion, and sometimes géntly beat time to his own music

_with his head, or rounded a sentence with 8 hand. L
I was very much impressed by him even then, before I 5

‘'  knew that he formed himself on the model of a great
‘' lord who was his clieant, and that he was generally
“ called Conversation Kenge. (16)

Dickens!? 'delig'ht:, with Conversatiog Kenge has led him te

- analyze more lawyers in Bleak House. Each lawyer in the novel

falls under the authc'»r's scrutiny, parbicularly in regard to the

'influence which the legal profession has had on the respective

>

personality. Solicitor Tulkinghorn and Attomey Vholes receive

thé fullest treatment of -all the lesal characters in this novel.
| n ) » ’
However, they, like the lesser clerks such as Guppy, are

not being studied in isolation from Victorian society. Dickens
envisions the choice of these men to become attorneys as a |

particular response to Victorian structures. In deciding to

become attomeys, thlese characters have all chosen to de-

emphasize their human qualities, and devote their enorc:lo: to




\ . N

sustaining the given roiai atmtnre/; We have indeed seen in our
sux:vey of the development of th‘e; Engiiah 'le’gal ,system that the
mentality of the practitioners of the C;:Mon Law was essentially
¥ that of the technician. Dickens' pre;entation of lawyers such

! as Kenge and Carboy, Guppy and ’l‘ulkinghom, seems to subatantiate

‘ the view that when the dischargé of law becomes an end in its

own right, a severe loss of individuality, pe'gsonal account-

\

ability, anNman mtegyity will ensue.' John ‘Lucas has

correctly noted that the advocates and b/a‘rristers of Bleak ,
House all suffer from this common aiiment.‘ "For law has '
become a lett';er; just.i;:e means a blind adhereh::: to'fqmlae,ny
‘ . and life fo_r these barristers is constituted by an endless _

devotion to perpetuating the confusion and anachz;onisui of the
~ | Common Law. .Guppy s that ludicm?; example of an opinionated,
intolerant, and self-righteoqs young law cterk, at times is
‘ - Agnant in his devotion t.o the muddle which constiwtes the
legal realm. ,The impossibility for the anbitibus young clerkt

J——
. to attain any degree of humanity even when he prpfclsses his

= so-called love for Esther, is another i‘ocqs for Dickens!
.satire. Indeed, as an advocate dedicated to the ways of

& = -

’ ‘Cﬁancery, Guppy's proposal itself takes the form of i trav‘r’esty

v - .
- of legal tie‘minology, denigrating all human sentiments to terms

. - ’ f . i
of interest and advandements: . .

-

sLuc.., Pe 213. ’

v
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I scarcely knew him again, he was so uncommonly
smart « . « 'What follows is without prejudice,
.miss?' said Mr. Guppy, anxiously bringing a chair
towards my table. 'It's one of our law terms,
miss. You won't make y use of it to my detri- -
ment, at Kenge and Carboy's, or elsewhere. If our
conversation wouldn't lead to anything, I am to be '
as I was, and am not to be prejudiced in my situa-
: tion or worldly prospects. In short, it's in total .
- confidence.!' (93-94). ‘ {

Having established his Qecqgity and offered as evidence of his
‘
good faith a financial report on his status, Guppy then drama-

tically declares his‘“loveﬂ to Esther: '_ " .

A

Mr Guppy went down on his knees. I was well behind
my table, and not much frightened. I said, 'Get up'
from that ridiculous position immediately, sir, or

you will oblige me to break my implied prbmise and . -
ring the belll' ., . . 'But, Miss Summersonl. . . .

Though a young man, I have ferreted out evidence,

got up cases, and seen lots of life. Blest with

your hand, what means might I not find of advancing
your interests, and pushing your fortunesl! (95) .

It is no wonder thd% an individual 80 totally immeraed in the

question of self-interest and advancenent will be quick to

* . -

discard Esther, once her superficial assets (i.e. her.beauty)

disappear. George Gissing has noted with satisfaction ‘this

\aptly-choseq'detail of plot on the part of Dickens, which he

feels demonstrates so well "the law-office frame of nind,"lo

or what Bfitish|barrister>and histbrian of the legal profession,.

William Holdsworth callé@zgﬂq perfect type of lawyer, "with ‘
. . L%

a
\

’ 10George Gissing, Critical Studies of the Works of Charles
Dickens (New York: Haskell House, 19655, P 148. . » .

v
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amb:lt.iona."]']" As Holdsworth perceived, Dickens has 'portrayed
in Guppy the typicai English law clerk, determined to advance
in his profession. Esther, whom he suspects may be useful to
him with her connections, is important to him only in so far
as she might help him realize the ambitions of his profess;lon.
This insincerity and callousness in personal relations i:s ’
used by Dickens to confirm his views of the insincerity and
tendency to betray which marks the law-office character, and
which Barrister Holdsworth confirms is indeed no exaggeration
of this type of mentality. ’ . Y |
D;I.ck;ns' presentation of Guppy's blind adherence to the
‘ legal proféssion » with its 'con,s;quex‘}tg\ﬂlo;s in individual i;xte{
grity, is ‘essentially ironic. The E\Igures of solicitor Tulking~
hom and Attorney Vholes are treated more fully by Dicke‘n/s.
. Thx;ougl\: the characters of t/f\ese men, Dickens 1‘1015 only manages

)

s \td"_crea-i:e symb:iii: rep;esepiit:ations of the dispassionate and
" cancerous ;spects of ;.\itigation (Vholes);- but as well denon-.
strates’ the récgrring then; of many Dickens' novels, i.e.
‘over-rigidity to prescribed action (Tulkinghom)._Dickens
has treated both Tulkinghom and Yholef in depth, chaube th?se
two men demonstrate different a_sopect.s of a relation';ship with

the law. While it will be seen that Tulkinghorn in a sense is
-» .

-

Y
-

N uwilliap S. Holdsworth, Charles Dickens as a Legal
Historian (New York:- Haskell House, 1972;, pe -43. -~ 9 “\*\

.
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victimized by the legal mannerisms he hég internalized in the
course of his work, Vholes lucidly perceives that the. rules

which ‘govern the légal game are the same that rule the entire

»

social order. His response to this knéwledge is an overwhelm- .

ing embrace of the.situationﬁ

~ The surname Tulkinghorn immediately calls attention to
itself. A "talkinghorn" is the term given to the instrument
which magnifies people!s voices, i.e. a type of megaphone.
Att&rney Tulkinghorn, venerable family solic%tor of the qulocks,_ ;{

is a type of mouthpiece fog;a distinct attitude or stance toward -
' BRY

life. There can be little doubt that Dickens ver} consciously S
wishes to imbue the character of Tulkinghorn with this function,
for in our first encounter with the solicitor, we are told why .

Sir Leicester so -much appreciates his steadfast legal retainer. . x
Sir Leicester Dedlock is with my Lady, and is happy to
see Mr. Tulkinghorn. There is an air of presacription
about him which is always agreeable to Sir Leicester;
he receives it as a kind of tribute. He likes Mr.
Tulkinghor's dress; there is a kind of tribute in
that too. It is eminently respectable, and likewise,
in a general way, retainer-like. It expresses, as\it
were, the steward of the legal mysteries, the butler:;
of the legal cellar, of the Dedlocks. (9) ‘

The perspective éoéard.life and human interaction which
Tulkinghorn represents is one of pr;scriptioﬁ and "respe?t- .
ability." He views himself as the retainer or gu;rdian of .
certain hopes and éodes, and in that péRacitw,'littlé room

can be left for genuinely human impulse.

-
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{ .
Tulkinghorn has both fascinated and disappointed the

fcritics.‘ A.E. Dyson, in what appears 4o me as a\nﬁhsai to

.pérceive the elements in operation in Dickens!' rendition of

Tulkinghorn, has made of the lawyer another type of Iago, whose

.pﬁysuit of Lady Dedlock!s ‘past is carried on because of a type

4
of "mbtiveless 'malignity." Dyson has described Tulkinghorn
in this way: ¥ 4

A man of power, infinitely malign and corrupt;’?it
in no direct sense motivated by money, he is the
presiding genius of evil in Bleak House . . . Like
Iago, Tulkinghorn admires and is fascinated by his .
victim; like i‘go,'he relishes his power to entangle
to destruction, until there seems creative satis-
faction, almost in what he does.l2

It is my contention that this appraisal of Tulkinghorn is~~
unfounded. Tulkinghom's power is derived from his incredibly

. , \ ,
great capacity to.uphold certain elements so manifest in the
.4

.British syst of Common Law. Tulkinghorn exhibits only an

\

. 5 °
overabundance of rigidity, and an incredible degree of restraint
and self-discipline. -There, seems to be nothing "malign" in ‘his
character, and certainly nothing to demonstrate a relish for

. Y
destruction, since there is no gen%}nely*peréonal element in

N

.any of Tuikinghorn‘s actions. This lawyer has’lost any per~

" \
sonal impulse whatsoever. Taylor Stoehr has lucidly noticed

. the curious absence of persg:yl motivation or human quality

" in the attorney. Stoehr dccnrately'gives/h13 qtﬁeqtion to the

.

\ .

Novels (London: MacMillian, 1970),.p. 162.

\

2-A'.B. Dyson, The Inimitable Dickens: A Reading of tﬁe

1
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manner in which Dickens' description of a character addd le\ei/‘

of meaning to\\ase personality and functiop of that-character.

3

"In Bleak House Tulkinghorn is characterized by reference to

his clothes, his books, even his glass of wine 13 Indeed, )

- all the persomal objects hssociated with him are as mute and
‘ -
uniresponsive as he is. The solicitor is described in terms only

of objects, belongings, and mannerisms, which lead away from, 4

rather than reflect a personal depth or internal personal

reality. ‘This sugg‘est:.s that this lawyex; has ‘»ecome as barren

4

and superficial as his calling: . — .

The old gentleman is rusty to'look at, but is reputed
to. have made good thrift out of aristocratic marriage
settlements and aristocratic wills, and to be very
rich. « « + He is of what is called the old school
+ « +. 3 phrase generally meaning any school that seems
T never to have been young . . . and wears knee breeches
tied with ribbons, and gaiters, or stockings. One
- peculiarity of his black clothes, and of hia black
. . stockings, be they silk or worsted, is that they
never shine., ~Mute, close, irresponsive to any glance- .
ing light, his dress is like himself. (8) .

< .
Furthermore, this "member of the old school" has developed an
" incredible reticence. ',"Hel('rulkinghom)‘nevér converses when

not professionally consulted." (8)

\ 0

' ) ! The professionalism of the Law is far more overriding -
than are human concerns "for Tulkinghom. Di.cl&ns painstak-
ingly depicts his’ character as first, fox_'enost,_ and forever a

lawyer. In \fa‘ct, Tnlléingf\om inhabits number fi:tyéeikixt,‘ of

1 + 7

" . 7 Ypayior Stoehr, Dickens: The Dresmer's Stance (Ithacas - ..

Comell U.P., 1965), ps. 55. _—
¢ . ) o N . . "“
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Lincoln's Inn Hall. It is interesting to remark that Sir

.

William Blackstone, noted legal theorist and professor of

law,-whose Commentaries are still studied by law students,

k- lived in number fifty-nine, Lincoln's Inn Hall.14' Th.is\qwas,

then, another way to emphasize the fact that Tulkinghorn was

£ .o intrinsically linked with the institution of the law, and in

- fact became an embodiment or'container of the Common Law
2 itself?

Here, in a large house, lives Mr. Tulkinghom. It
) is let off in sets of chambers now; and }n those
g _ shrunken fragments of its greatness, lawyers lie
: like maggqts in nuts{ . . . Rusty, out of date,
withdrawing from attention, able to afford it.
’e ’ Heavy broad-backed old-fashioned mahogany and
: - horsehair chairs, not easily lifted, obsolete
- tables, with spindle legs and dusty baize covers,
© presentation prints of the holders of great
titles in the last generation, or the last but 4
one, environ him. . . . The titles on the backs f““"
of his books have retired into the binding;
. everything that can have a lock has got one;
" . no key is wvisible. . . . Here, beneath the
painted ceiling,. with foreshortened Allegory
. staring down at his intrusion as if it meant
to swoop upon him, and he cutting it dead, Mr.
" Tu;l.kinghom has at once his house and his offlce. (99-100)

Tulk:.nghom, th‘tm is not only the "mouthpiece" of the codes

b r

and mores of the élite, but he is depicted by Dickens as a
symbol or vanguard fi'gure in the protection of thé stately
life of the aristpcratic class in England. His nqnta](%y is that

. «u . //
of the Medieval gergeant-at-law, for whom the British Comion

' 14Hyac1nth6 Ringrose, Thé Inns of Court (London: Paul’
Musson, 1909), p. 12. . . .
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" Law must be trana?ittpd and retained intact, for those claases
which it services. To criticize Tulkinghorn on the grounds

Y .

'that his actions in pursuing Lady Dedlock'!s youthful affair
with Nemo lack any adeq&gte motivation is to ignore the basic

purpose for which this character is delineated. Dickens has

created in the character of soliciux'Tulkinghorn an individual

$
whose raison dt!étre is the maintenance and perpetuation of a

€ .
strict and infle;}blp stance toward life. In his capacity as

lawyer, Tulkinghorn himself is.the retainer par excellence of

a systen.of social qféanization which upholds and defends

aristocratic interests. Ross Dabney has explained the function

of the solicitor in the following way: "Mr. Tulkinghorn is the

gua an of the standards in marriage exemplified by Volumnia, .

which Sir Leicester, in the one eccentricity of his life, has

15

violated." Furthermore, %Qg_éﬁandards;which the lawyer

maintains extend from queations’of marriage to<n attitude
toward léfe in general upholding regulation as opposed to

" liberty; self-discipline as op‘ to self-determinations

and adherence to precedent and anthority~;s opposed to genuine

himan impulse and passionate action. Ross Dabney states that

"Mr. Tﬁlkinghonn‘is,hinself perfect in his kind;"iﬂ‘hi- Dickens /

L Q-

. presents a representative as extreme in one Qay as Pecksniff is

el
v
¢ - t

. “ o
. . > . f 3 -
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L lsnoss H. Dabney, Love and Property in the No 1s of Dickens |
(Londons’ Cha»tto and. wmdua, 19375. pe ﬂg N “) T
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- in another, of an approach to life which organizes all rela-

tions and regulates all vaiues to pré@ect'and gxtend personal
F ' comfort, power, and pos;tion." It ﬁh éxactly78ecause of

4 ﬂ this tremendous power, reticence, self-discipline, and~reg:§’

| lation, gggt‘iglkiﬁgio;n is an excellent lawyer . For him;

indeed, the English Bar, with its endless adherence to formal-

' . ity, regulation, verbal mathematics, a¥Hd life-denying ritual,

is a perfect calling. : T ' ' 1
. [ , T
«Mr,. Tulkinghorn is not in a common way. He wants no
clerks. He is a great reservoir of confidences, not
to be so tapped. His clients want him; he is all in -
all. (100) : , S SR

i

(;# , So dedicated is Tulkinghorn to upholding the standards ‘Y

ofnthe ruling class and to assuriné that the vested interests
. are safeguarded;- that there /i.s no” other consideration 80

important to him. In fact, even the health of the old Baron,

}YL/' o Tor 'Sir Leicester's attachment to Lady Dedlock, must be ignored P
if Tulkinghorn is to dischar@e his duty properly. Ross Dabney

- has noted that in performing his legal tasks, Tulkinghorn

cannot afford to show consideration for any other ¢ircumstances.

"Evidently, Sir Leigester's healgh, life, and sanity are
f ' hat . . .
x . - secondary in his lawyer's scheme of, values to other aspects

of his persgp."lz In fact, Tulkinghorn has atteupted to act°
. “*).}

P . L
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. ' o > .
. 'not only on behalf of Sir Leicester, but, by exposing the

7 ) L impiropriety ‘an'd passionate indulgence of which Lady Dedlock
, - was guilty, the lawyer acts on behalf of the credo \thch, in
"his view, the Bavon should be maintaining. It is no wonder

X . that Tulkinghom, whose own training has been the diametric

~ P ’ : opposite of .the passion and genuine human involvement displayed
N L e ty Lady Dedlock, ould "consider Lady Dedlock a kind of intru-
1 : der° he senses her incompgtibility with her husband's family

f ¢ :

o ' and, her unfitness for)her position . . . an uAfitness aris:.ng

v S not from her youthful impurity, but fron her capacity for

.

E L passionate love and commitment, from. her ultimate dissatisfaction

ivith the values and life of the Dedlock family."18 A8 a 1w~

g - yer, ’l‘ulkinghom, like his descendent 1n Great ExJectations,

-

" Mr. Jaggers, im a credit to any system of law which demands of

: )
- its practitiogers steadfast dedication, doggedness, and total

‘ adherence.~ Lady Dedlock hers elf perceivcs this relentleas e ‘| A\

~

devotion to law and propriety in Tulkinghom, for she cfescribca ﬂ

1

-Iﬁ. ‘him in ti’is manner to Esther: .. N

'He is indifferent to everything but his calling..

.His calling is the apquisition of secrets, and the
holding possession of Buch power as they give him,
with no aharer or opponent in it.! (388)

 As in the case of Attomey Jaggers in Great Bxpectatiohs, the

. price Tulkinghom pays for h:l.n excelleﬁce -4n law is great, and

3\
N Y

<
lslbido ,. 'p. ’8’




there is unmistakable sympathy in Dickens' treatment of the
final days in Tulkinghormn's life. Likée all. things which Vpass
‘ain Chancery, Tulk:.nghom's life and humanity have been subjoct
to decay and destruction. The e-ptiness and rig:l@ity of a life |
dedicated to the law becomes too great ;‘bnrd;ex;‘,aonée realized,

for those who have so wasted their lives:

Plenty of)dust comes’in at Mr. Tulkinghorn's windows,
and plenty more has generated among his furniture and

| /\ papers. It lies ghick’'everywhere . . . Mr. Tulkinghom

sits at one of th&® open windows, enjoying a bottle of
.old port « « . Mr. Tulkinghorn, sitting in the twilight,
" by the open window, enjoys his wine. As if it whispered
to him of its fifty years of silence and seclusion, it
: shuts him up the closer. More impenetrable than ever,
? he sits, and drinks and mellows as it were, in secrecy
) pondering at that twilight hour, on all the mysteries
he knows, associated with vast, blank shut-up houses in
town; and perhaps sparing a thought or two. for himself, N
e« « « and that one bachelor friend of his, a man of the
: same mould and a lawyer too, who lived the game kind of
E ; J}ife until he was seventy-five years old, and then,
: S\‘ suddenly conceiving (as-.it is supposed) an -impression
, that it was too menotonous, gave his gold watch to his
hairdresser one summer evening, and walked leisurely
home to the Temple, and hanged himself. (232) :

- It seems fitting within the framéwork of delay and frus-

- tration which constituted Chancery Law, that fl:tq master of ¢
tec}'m:l.que and devoted diz;ciple, Tﬁlkinghpm, is m:;d'emd by
the enraged and frustrated Hortense. After having obtained\
#rom her information cgnceming Lady Dedlock's past, and after
refusing .to assist her, 'the yenexfablg cou_;ser’vativg ls*wyer -:I.s‘\

felled by the. rage of the passicnate French maid. Not oaly is’

this an ironic statement on the' part of lLi.fkens, but it i?a fact

-




_ testifies to the author's overall pessimistic outlook m&ardi.hg

grotesque. Vholes is also important to the plot structure,

L2

[] . .

. &

a i’oxﬁxla for life. Neither total rigidity nor an over-abundance
of passion is desirable. ‘ |

Though Tnlki;lélmom ;ras a master of the r:!.gid:l.'ty and
austeriq of the law, he was i§a victim too, and I believe

that Dickens never lost sight of this fact in his ovemll

criticism of the stifling nature of Law. Although Tulkinghorn
represents the over-rigidity of tl}’e law, the truly malevolent,

obsessive aspects of -English Common Law ‘are manifest the

: character of Attomey Vholes.. Dickens' portrg;q} of Vholes 4

" is a fascinating . one; and may be seen as the author's transition

from a perception of the attorney as a slave or victim of the
law , to that of the lawyer as evil embodinent\ of the law.
Vholes is portrayed both as a human being, doting upon his

daughters, and as a symbol ;hich at times borders on the ‘

since he is the attorn'ey who enmglai Richard Carstone in

tho Jarndyce suit, and thereby woo- Richard away fron the )

,-oderat:lng& :l.n_fluence of John Jamdyce. E.D.H. Johnso has

stated that Dickt;na mﬁrded lawyerl as "the venal ang ‘

frequently fraudulent .uppoftors of the eatablished order,

1. ‘
masters of prevdrication and doub].e-ealing."19 Without .

' deubt, these sentiments seea to have 4 erged in this novel{

N .

% .

19 E.D.H. Johnson, Charles Dicken- \_An Introduct on to ;

his Novels (New York: Random Houss, 19\9), p.. 40. \ T
—————— P .
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’Di.ci:ens depigts lawye; Yholes as being in every instance a
master in "prevarication and d.oubll.e-dxl@g" :and as exemplify-
ing the most odious aspects of legal tt;aining. However, even
in' this case, Dickens o;éers Vholes' responsibilities and 1;>vo
toward hi? family as evidence tb;t the individual has evo‘;.’ved
in this way less because of his nature; thamebecause of the
arena in' which he must work.
N Vholes is a masterful study in abnormality, though .
simultaneously a complete human being with family ties, and .
{3 ’ a capacity to act on behalf of his loved ones. We are told
j , that Vholes is Ma friend and legal advisor" o Richard Carsteme,
“ but when Dlickens actually presents the attorney, he is anything
but friendlike. Mr. Skimpole, who introduced Vholes to Richard  °

Carstone, seems to suspect the malevolence in the attorney, N
N

\]

and notes that ghe attox"ney had once outsmarted him in a brief

encounter: ' ‘ , -
'Vholes? My dear Miss Clare, I had had that kind of r
— acquaintance with him which I have had with several N -

% gentlemen of his profession. "He had done something
3 _ or other, in a very agreeable, civil manner . .
' ' - taken proceedings, I think, is the expression . . .
k - which ended in._the proceeding of his taking me.' (404) .

D;ﬁkens continues to‘enéhasize that i;he conduct, of Attorney .

AR

Vholes is in keeping with the nature of ﬁ\e legal profession. -

"~ EJD.H. Johnson h'aa been fascinated by the manner in which .‘ .

& ""ﬂy‘.‘, RN

Dickens formulates a--oc{.atiye .:l.-ag‘os to convey a theame or

'« [} insiest; he tells us thaifas Dickens ". . . clarified his

\
A !
. . . * - ’

¥
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4 * social visioir; he at the same time discovored more iug:lnativo

'. . L means of projecting that vision." 20 In writing Bleak House
A certain images came to represent Dickens' view of lqw in soc:l.ety.

b vy
- We have already seen that the fog is a cmc:l.ally significant

image representing the confusion and turmoil of the social
order, of which the realm of Chancery is but one mifes‘tations
: Vhole.s, who Lie portrayed more and more conpietely as either a
"vampire® or grotesque aninal\,/preyinz upon ‘the life-bloodnof |
individuals, evol\ves into the asaociativ_o image of the. deathly,
. cancerous forces of law. Esther immediately perceives the

malevolent features of law which Vholes synbolizes, because

her attention is arrested by the lawyer'a ghastly appearance

!

N

/1 - and nanner:l.a-s.

His further consideration of the point was preyented
. by Richard's coming back to us . ... and hastily
presenting Mr. Vholes . . . a sallow man, with- ;
pinched 1ips that looked as if they were cold, a . |
red eruption here and there upon his face, tall and
thin , about fifty years of age, high-shouldered
and stooping. Dressed in black, black-gloved, )
and buttoned to the chin, there was nothing so . v -
remarkable in him is a lifeless manner, and a slow
fixed way he had of 1ooki:1¢ at Richard. (404)

|

Though At'tomey Vholes claims to maintain a li.gk with the

human aped:i.es, through his paternity; ("I am a widower with three

. = \ - N «
daughters, Emma, Jane, and Caroline . = . and my desire is so .
‘ »

- to discharge the duties of life as to leave thea a good

-*— . . ) ) .
. 44, pes5. 7 L | . | o
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name . « ") (405) though he prides himself upon his integrity;

("I wish in business to be exact and open . . .") (405) the

-
]

attormey nonetheless seems to represent the’cruelty and male-
volence of the law$

The name of Mr. Vholes, preceded by the legend Ground
Floor, is inscribed upon a door-post in Symond's Inn;
Chancery Lane . . . Quartered in this dingy hatchment
« » o are\the legal bearings of Mr. Vholes . . .. Mr.
Vholes is a very respectable man. He has not a large
business, but he is a very respectable man. He is
allowed by the greater attorneys who have made good
fortunes, or are making them, to be a most respectable
man. He never misses a chance in his practice; which
is a mark of respectability. He never takes any
pleasure; which is another mark §f respectability.

He is reserved and serious; which is another mark

of respectability . . .. And he is making hay of the
grass which is flesh, for his three daughters . . ..(415-416)

Dickens is searing in his condemnation here of the venality

v

anq,self-inﬁerest_which forms th?,basis of the 1itigational

arena. Dickens is ackmnowledging that civilization, and the

3

4
legal structures which characterize as well as evolve k(om
t

the civilized world, sanction one individual's "feeding upon" !

d

another. This Dickensian view is indeed a pessimistic one,
- Y

and made explicit jn the chapter entitled "Attomey and Clieant"
p AP P ‘

in this éay: °

The one great principle of the English law is to ‘make
business for itself. There is no other principle 4
distinctly, certainly, and consistently maintained

through all its narrow tarmings. Viewed by this, -
light it becomes a coherent scheme and not the '
monstrous maze the laity are apt to think it. Let

them but once clearly perceive that its grand prine

ciple is to make business for itself at their

expense, and surely they will cease to grumble . + «

——
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:
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i But, not ’pérceiving this quite plainly . . . only
seeing it by halves in a gonfused way . . . theé laity
g sometimes suffer in peace and pocket, with a bad

!l_ ’ grace, ~and do gmqble'%" much « « .« Then, this

} ] respectability of Mr. Vholes is brought into powerful

] play against them . . ..Alter ‘this law, sir, and what
will be the effect of your rash proceeding on a class

} . of practitioners very worthily represented, allow me

. to say to you, by the opposite attorney in the case,

3 e ' Mr. Vholes? . . . Now, you cannot afford . . . I will

f* say the social system cannot afford . . . to lose an \

‘ .

order of men like Mr. Vholes. . . . Take a few steps
more in this direction, say they, and what is to
become of Vholes! father? Is he to_perish? And of
’; Vholes'! daughters? Are they to be shirt-makers, or
governesses? As though Mr. Vholes and his relations
_being minor cannibal chiefs, and it being proposed to
abolish cannibalism, indignant champions were to put
. the case thus: Make man-eating unlawful, and you starve’
the Vholeses! (416-417) :

—— Though Vholes'"man-eating®’ earns him the r’espect‘c;f his

prefessional legal cohorts, Dickens nonetheless leaves his
readers with the feeling that "reapectabimy" cannot be equated
with "integrity" or justice. It iﬁa interesting that this type
of legal cannibaliam earns the "respectability" of Victorian

.society. In fact, the analogy between the social organization of

‘ Victorim England and the system of cannibalism manifested by '
litigation is well wori:ec; out by Dickens. Thekle;gal nexus is
depicted symbolically a; a vast sea, in which all stfata ’of
c;'eatures are to be found feeding upon one another. Thus, the

' Smallweed »family is found there, with Smallweed Jr. a more than
sager creatur\’e-participant.' Dickens tells us that "whether

Young Smallweed « . . was ever a boy, is much doubted in

Y

Lincoln's Inn. He is now something under fifteen, and an old

L
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" limb of the law ‘« « «s To become-a Guppyoi's‘-the object of his
ambition." (208) ° Also, the petty law clerks such as Jobling,
\Gﬁﬁq/se subservi‘encc"—i's_ -suggested by his‘nane) and even Mrs. Snagsby .
feeding upon her husband, the law copier , participate as well in

this chain. Finally, Mrf\Guppy himtel.f , whose name is that of -
\ ‘

N

a small fish, often’prey tc; larger creatprés, is ever éagerly
engagedyin this cycle. The self-interest, the pettiness, and .
the perpetual divisiveness of the legal professiot_l are mani-
fested I?' Dickens, who reminds us that the law is but the

vanguard of a society which a.bides by the same precepts.
Mr. Guppy suspects everybody who enters on the
occupation of a stool in Kenge and Cax-boy1 s office,
of ,entertaining, as a matter of course, sinister
designs upon him. If he be ever asked how, why,
- when, or wherefore, he shuts up one eye and shakes.
'« his head. On the strength of these profound views,
he in the most ingenious manner takes infinite pains /?
to colnterplot, when there is no plot; and plays
the deepest game of chess without any adversary. {208)

This atmosphere of division, obgessive fear, ;ivalry, and . l
venal:.l.ty, characteristic of tﬁe legal nexus, breeds neurosis, i
and :i.s therefore perceived by Dickens as a disease or severe |
disorder. Aga:l.n, this legal ease is but an outgrowth of the

.

", social disene, symbolized by the plague of Tom's-Allajlone.

- 'l‘ho monolith of Jarndyce itself is. suggestive of the disease
" jaundice" in whi.ch the skin pignentation turns yellow in color.
Therefore, when Richard Carstane 13 articled to Kenge and- Car’boy,
and decides to !'ad.vanee the fanily'suit' Jamdyce refers;to him t

as one \tvho is stricken 111% | :

—_ ~

|
?
|



'Ah, my love, my lovel! he said, l'}:l't; is in the subtle.
poison of such abuses to breed such diseases. His
blood is infectéd, and objects lose their natural
aspects in his sight. It is not his fault.'<{373)

Indeed it is not Carstone's fault for becoming ens];aved
. ’ A
. to litigation. Though Dickens perceives the corruption within'

* the legal system, and the total ciisregard for justice or human
' ®
rights which the legal dynamo exhibits, he nonetheless realizes

»

that human beings believe in the possibility of achieving

Justice, and do not easily reiinqu:i.sﬁ this aspiration.

* ' The persistence and sincerity with which Richard pursues .
oA A .

his intention to find justice somewhere within the litigational-

procedure is a crucial element of plot, since it allows.l)ickens

2

to wprk out a conclusion to the Jarndyce suit, and its accome
pang:.n}g subplots, the murder of Tulkinghom and the exposure
of Lady Dedlock.  More s:lgnificant than this, however, is

'the fact that Richard's fatal involvement in searching for

%'l

:justice ih Chancery provides tﬁe thematic platforn for Dickena'

' exposura of the contradfction which exists between justice as

LY

an inalienable moral right, and law as an institution of the
£

social jorder. Esther questions whether or not Richard believes
! /

!
+

'there is "mauch truth and justice" (399) among the nany papers

L fand araphemalia which constitute Chancery Lawe. It is with

It-igs-must be somewhere." (399) As Richard becomes more and

\
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o

more entangled in the.history of the suit, and the ludicrous

rd

course which it has run hefore the Court of Chancery, hLis

sense of urgency betymes greater. Not only does Vholes
\ ,
ensnare Richard, but the young man's exposure to the legal

twistings and tumings soon infects him with the same feverish ’

t

obsession that Mies Flite demonstratedt

His [Richard's_') hopefulness had long been more painful
to me [Esther] than his despondency; it was so unlike
hopefulness, had something so fierce in its detemin-
ation to be it, was so hungry and eager, and yet so ”
conscious of being forced and unsustainable, that it
had long touched me to the heart. But the commentary
upon it now indelibly written in his handsome face,

-made it far more distressing than it used to be.

I say indelibly; for I felt persuaded that if the
fatal cause could have been forever terminated,
according to his brightest visions, in that same
hour, the traces of the premature anxiety, self-
reproach, and disappointment it had occasioned him,
would have remained upon. his features to the hour. of
his death. (527) -

Litigation and the Couft of Chancery, we know from legal
histories of the period, did indeed frustrate and obfuscate
any search for justice which its liltigapta attempted. It was
indeed not:. +.nusixai that characters such as Richard Carstone, -
M& Flite, Gridley, John Jarndyce, or Stephen Blackpool in

"\
Hard Times, were refused even the possibility of equitable

A
‘judgments because of the delays of the C_ourl}s. That Dickens
felt the reform of the courts was long overdue, dis®also ﬁui,te

apparent in this nbve’. However, if Bleak House merely dedi- .

cated its narrative to these critiques, t(,quuld not be the

~
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credit Q&is to its author. Bleak House moves on from plot

and imagery to a level of\philosophical probing of the nature
\f law, society, and justice which gives the work its true ’
significance an; which must be taken into account. For Dickens
is concerned with the possibility of achieving Just human action
and is s'everely disappointed by the fundamental incompatibility
which he sees between institutionalized law and m_oral decency.

F.R. and Q.D . Leavis have analyzed Dickens' concern \‘\\'\rith

this seeming contradiction between lav} yand justice in (the noveli<
They note that "Mar,x‘lives in the 'expectation' of justice and
_his desire for it has created i;he law, but human nature being// "
what it is, this has in practice "produc_ed (typically)/laﬁ;ers .
with their vested interests and Wiglomeration ,_ repi'c/sented by

the Lord High Chancellor.!’zJ" In fact,'Dickens perceives that
. despite the moral and'inalienable nature of justice, the social
o}'der has inevitébly incured its berpet’;uation by creating the vast
superstructure o'f lawe The laws and litigational procedures
of the COui-ts s though they claim\to be .t:lie avenues tldrough
“which Jjustice can be attained, do nothing but frustrate,
:.»bscure, a;xd‘repreas. Dickens attacks the legal mctimtions\
of Chancery and the Common Law i:ecause law has established

e Sty g L a

itself as a pseudo-moralistic stmctnre, virtually religious"

»

[ —

21F R. and Q.D. Leavia, Dickens the Novelist (Harmondsworths

H

'
“ / . v
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in its nature, commanding and modifying men's lives either
-
by their belief or disbelief in its power. Law, or what
,-l'

, .
Leavis terms ". . . the litigating spirit . . . has its roots
3 P

. ]
in the claims of egotism."zz The Law and its institutions do

n'ot': concern themselves with rendering justice to thoﬁ‘e‘whiwekk -

it, but are merely interested in guaranteeing the protection of

)
LY

24
" the vested interests and their own self-preservation. The

oy

English legal system indeed evolved as a system which held
authority and precedent to be far more‘important than any
- £aking int; account of newer social needs. Like the s&cial
system it protected, the Common Law uphel& tradition and
precedent, and with characteristic rigidity, t&tally loét
sight of its real objective . . . the dispensing of justice.
Jacob quglemphasizes ﬂickens' attack upon this aspect of the
legal system. "The Court isseen as dangerous bécause, like
. Chesney;WOld with iﬁs ghost-like Parliamentary government, aﬁd
‘the Dedlock family pride, it regards itself as an instrument

Ly

for imposing the wills of the dead upon the living."23

] )
Dickens sees law as ‘this type of gow€mment or restrfiction
. + . .
~ of ghe living by the dead. He perceives thd nature of ‘law as
’. a dynamo or machine which entangles the innocent, in a vast -

~
1

221p3d., p. 192,

szacob Korg, ed., Twentieth Century Interpretations of
Bleak House (Englewood Cliffss/'Prentice-ﬂa11,1968$, Pe 14.
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and contorted system of verbal mathematics. Dickens analyzes
three main characteristics of the English Common iaw which
ensure that justice or truth will never in ‘fact be achieved.

70
The first characteristic may be termed the/inherent obsessive-

ness of the law, which is demonstrated by the infinite\verbal .
mathematics associated with law, the endless procedural

formalities involved, and the self-conscious devotign and .

discipline of those involved in litigation gespecially the

lawyers). G.K. Chesterton has referred to this characteristic

as follows: "The endléss fqpnality, the endlgss u;egftional
urbanity, the endless hope deferred, these things make one
feel the fact of injﬁd%ice. e« o o« For it is not the acﬁtﬁeness
of tyranny that maddens, but its passiveness. We hate’ the‘
deafness of the god more than his strength. Silence.[bg\the
law) is the uﬁbeafable,a'partée.“24

Tge second trait of the Baw which Dickens feivently‘
attacks is its pjculiarly "religious" nature, depictqd in

s

Bleak House by the almost religious fervour in which characters

like Migs Flite await judgment. Mark Sﬁilka, whose intriguing

comparison.between Dickens and Kafka is‘wéll worth noting, has

" remarked that Bleak House like Thg Trial, fashioned "an oddly

«25

h ) t?
‘peligious court + ¢ oo By providing-a pseudolreligious
-

\ N e
24G.K. Chesterton, Charles Dickens (New. Yorks _ Schocken,
1965)’ P 201. »

2 SMark Spilka, "Religious Folly," in Twentieth Centu
Interpretations of Bleak House, ed. Jacob Korg (Endlewood Cliffs:

Pmtice-ﬂa11,1968), p. 64, .
' -
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shade to the law, Dickens not.only is able to magnify its

) - horrors, but escalates the irony of’ the ?%ence §f any.moral
4 h ; or human recspo.nsi'bility in the system. In fact, tﬁe central
v axis of the system becomes one of performing the correct

| ritual, without a geﬂuinely correct spirit of justice to

N ‘ accompany it. The lawyers, or ﬁpriesté" in this aystem,

°

“hold the power of a knowledge of the correct ritual or

0

procedure to be used; and a knowledge of the correct termino< ™
i ’ . P ’ .
logy, both of which are ensured by the training of the Bar.
- : .

§ SR ) Thoué% a party may indeed prézant a just claim, no "justice"
- ’ - .
. can be rendered wi‘bﬁiq this system unless the correct rituals

} 1§ are fulfilled. As a result, the poor who cannot procure their -

Y

. - : . ]
. "priests the uneducated, who cdnnot expect to know the correct - “

| & N - ' S

" turn of speech; %and the urgent, who simply cannot command the

resources or the time tg‘mediate and ehdurp in this systgm!

f' : ‘ are hope(lesslyn betrayed. This criticism, which Dickens demon-

\ : strates through the characters of Miss Flite and Gridley in .
w

' - . ~ . -
* Bleak House, is8 again taken up and illustrated in the character

—— .}

of Stephen Blackpool, in Hard T:I.mes,° . ’ ' . a
L ‘ ‘- Finally, the third element of lay to which Dickens fervent=

[

o ly objects, and which in ‘his perspective, guarantees that

Justice will never be achieved, is the incredibly strong”

tendency of the law to survive intacﬁ‘. As critics F.R. and ‘w

/ . ’
Q.D. Leavis explain, the "legal impulse,"” or "the litigating

v
v
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s;iiritn"26 j:: f%unded upon’ an egotism and venality which are
in‘heren.t, ix: gocial man. Though charkcters such as Esther, ,
John, ~A11aﬁ Woodg:ou(r‘"t, Ada, are humane and compassionatlg, a
- .  .far great;r nmiber of individuals display the egotisn, petti-
‘nes's,‘ -and self—rightleousnoss which ensure that the law will
enduxjye. MY. Boythom and Sir Leicester are disput{.ng a piece
o& 1and that ne:.ther really needs; Mr. ’l‘urveydrop cannot
relinduish the "'depo‘rtnent" to which he thinks he is entitled; -
; "the b:.ckering of Mrs. Snagsby, the dismal Christianity of ?the
* Chadbanﬁs, “the so-called "charity" of Mrs-. Jellyby, .are all
. Alt.er;nate foms ‘of t.h:ls same basic ego\ and pettiness.
The'lawyers who guard their stations so suspiciously
_are by no means the only individuals who display niggardli-
ness and steriliby in hunan teraction. The legal buper-—
4 structwre 15 but one small part, in the view of Dickens, of
- the overall "wasteland" which is Victorian Englmd. Dickens

v ) clcarly de-onutrates that in order to endure this exercise in

ﬂ fmtration which is the law, the lawyers must render it SR

L]

T tolerablé by making of enselves (technical vxrtuos:. R who do
a

not see the goals of _'e:l.r game, \*lt only its infinite means

M ) ]

N C. Vel .
and chess-playing is of course a ricigity and, do-hnunizat:l.(fi ,

‘¢" SRR ———

L4

rn-.a e
o B e

L ’ 26FOR0 and Qfg‘ko. .L"'h" Pe 192.
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:and strategieas. The é.onseque'nc'c .of this pei-petual equivocation " -

~
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of character. That such a de-humanization and lack of genuine

»

concern is symptomatic of society as a whole, is made e/xpl:l.cit

by Dickens in his conaecutive chapters, "Attomey and ent!® £
I"'7 _ - ‘ »
and "National ax}\c_l Domestic." Like the benei’itrof /poki.ti;al

mle, (Lords Doodle Coodle aad Foodle all altemate poaitioas)the
", .. winnings of th legal gane circulate among the same group
of players, and if one is more suéceasful today then it will

probably -be the tum%;? the opposite attorney in the case
‘ )

tomorrow."27 Thus, the legal structure is assured its
' survival, though the possibility of justice being realized -
N | A L

is .forever pushed to the background.

v N
»

I is my belief that Bleak House represents the most

i:eésim tic period in Di:ckexjp' consideration of th? juatice-lm’
co;:flict. In" thi; novel, the author,’ha; found no viable way
to reconcile th¥ corruption of the leg:i structure with the

toril right which constitutes the basis of the notion 'jdatic.o."

In Bleak House ’ legal ;l.nstitution- function si-ultaneoualy

as the causes of social division (they maintain and easure
arb:l.tﬂ;ry class diatinctions), a'/nd\u t,he,cproducts of the"

Victorian order! since Victorian ¢lass interests necessitate

27

Grahame Smith, Dickens, llmgz ﬁd Soc:l.etz (Borkeln{yl
v California U.P., 1968), p. 138. ‘ T




legal structures and guarantee their pe' tuation. The

sﬁranglehold of the Law is therefore syn6 ymous with the

stranglehold of social organization. We see in Bleak House

1

" that characters cannot break the vice-like| grip of past,
outworn authorities. The Dedlocks are noL, the only charac-
z ‘te”rs in the novel who f:l.ncd "tllxeniselvés in staiemate condi-

tion, solidified and locked into the past. The lawyers too

! P .
are governed and paralysed by the laws of the past; preceden
» .

and halit make characters such as '.l‘u't'veyd1 op and Boythom

¢ling to i:'.heir outworn heritages. ,Richard, in attemptiﬁg to
realize his past, and link hi,nself with a legacy from he
R Q past, is led into a tragic entahglement with the law. ?
In fact, the only characters in this novel who somehow
;unage- to mitigate the influenchk of th,e' past, must still flee
) conventional Victorian society, and~ retreat to a quasi-

, paradisal Bleak House in the -co{n'xt‘ry. Though John, Esther,

Allan. Woodcourt, Ada and hef baby manage-t evade the ﬁlfling

deadly environment of the Victorian world, with its accoupan)y-

ing legal edificé, their victory is but - a hollow one. Dickens \

does reveal small tracesr of optimisa throu fhe‘e characters.,

Ada's baby certainly symbolizes a bmgmsa on into the future.

- The establish-ent of a houpe in the cbuntrly, away from the evils

of the city, is traditionally a move towar& a "Garden of Eden."

Yet,nnickens realizes that doop:l.gg the pmfreasive, human o

: |
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outlook of these characters, they have not really evolved a

~~

firm, integral approach to life which can infuse the

. -repressive, harsh legal and social structures of England with

R J
their own more satisfying definition of justice and human

i (
decency. _ {
- -t

.Though the flight of these characters is progressive in
its own right, it is nonetheleas a retreat from society. Dickens
,. is bitter at the suffering, repreasion, and changeless counten-

- ance of Victorian society, epitomized in this novel by the 2

N

£ - ') -
& ' changeless c%untenanca of Temple Bar. Bleak House reveals
. : ol * —

+Dickens' disillusionment with and pessimism concerning life
Nuthub - / . . .
in Victorian.England in every chapter and on every page. It

£

is therefore remarkable that tHe author's faith in human inte-

-

L

grity managed to transcend this vision, and move: onto a stage ﬂﬂwﬁ

i

where Dickens could perceive law being influenﬁfd by a degree of

human decency and morality. In A Tale of Two Cities Dickens -,

_confronts the law-justice conflict tlut commences a movement toward
/ .

progregsion which, although costly in terms of human life,

3 N ng?etheless allows for a more hopeful ‘statement of the problem.
*‘,, ' . " . K ' . .

3
-
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"CHAPTER III L

"' “.":
VL . ) .
A TALE OF TWO CITIES AND THE AFFIRMATION' OF JUSTICE
!

: < '
. In his attempt to accomodate Charles Dickens in a Marxist

£

interpretation of literature, T.A. Jackson naturally focuses

upon A Tale of Two Cities, Dickens' novel of the French Revolu-
tion. "We have in the Tale a further phase in which Dickens .
gets nearetr fhan ever to a positive assertion of revolution as
the only road to hope, to justice, to peace, and to general
happineas.,"l Alltt)\}in.g for a conlidera;i'on of Jackson's politi-
éal tenets, this particular x;eadiné of A Tale of 'l‘wo/ Citieé,‘ .
éti.].l surprises me. " One point, however, should be crodit}ad to .
Mr. ‘Jackson's favour: in his study, he perceives the fact that
A Tale of Two Cities engages the ques'_t:lon of justice; and invese
tigates the possibility for justice being attainsd through
concerted human aet\ion. '

-In A Tale of Two Cities Dickens no lénger dwells solely

_ upon the inadequacies of Bhg]::l.sh Common Law, but broadens h:h'
perspective to regard legal codes as f’he outgrowth and prime
L"gpv_r‘easive instruments of anachronistic poli.f.:ical states. Law °

\'aa an edifice cr;ated by the rul:fng élite to ensure the survival

_of that lite is, as it was in Bleak Hiuse, carefully differ-
,( _—

entiated from hustan decency and true justice. However, by

-

, ‘ oS
0 1

T.A. Jackson, Charles Dickens: The Progress of a Raditcal
(New York: Haskell House, 1’97155 pe 173. o T "




/ broadening the geographical confines of his critique to include
France’ as well as England, and by i.nclixding in his cx'iffique of
\law the Revolutionary 'i‘ribunai and its codes, D'ickens- disﬁlays
his belief that institutions, of all origins, cannot really
discharge justice. .Ultimately, it is individupi consciousness
wwhich will ensure a positive progression from law to just,

L 3 ' e
» integral action -

o ' ‘ o Although Dickens acknowledges differences between England
and France, the basic similarities in philosophy and administration
of the two outweigh the contrasts. 'l‘he legal machinery of each

' '\
country haa been designed expressly to uphold and perpetuate

the existfng order s and so: "In both countries it was clearer
. L s
" than crystal to the lords of the State preserves of loaves and
fishes, that things in general were settled forever."2 As in

e Bleak House s the law is viewed as the mechanism by which the

14
past continues to fule the present. The vice-like grip of the ~

law is portrayed as explicitly as it was in Bleak House. In this

novel too, the reader is immediately made to feel the ludicrous

incon&mity which exists betweern law in its institutional garb

.

~ and the demands and needs of human beings’

3 In B:?and, there was scarcely an amount of order and

- protection to justify much national boasting. Daring

v ‘ burglaries by armed gen, and highway robberies, took
placé in the capital itself every night. . . . The Lord
Mayor of London was made to stand and deliver on Turnham

e :

ZCharles Dickens, A Tale of Two Cities (New York: The New
American Library ’ 1936) » Pe 13. ‘ALl subsequént quotations
follow the text of this same edition. The page numbers will be
indicated in parentheses following each quotation.

N




Green by one highwayman, who despoiled the illustrious
creature in sight of all his retinue; prisoners in
London gaols fought battles with their turnkeys, and
the majesty of the law fired hlunderbusses in among
them . . . thieves snipped off diamond crosses from
the necks of noble lords at Court drawing-rooms . . .
‘and nobody thought any of these occurrences much out
of the common way. In the midst of them, the hangman,
every busy and ever worse than useless, was in constant
requisition; now, stringing up long rows of miscellan-
eous criminals; now, hanging a housebreaker on Saturday
who had been taken on Tuesday, now, burning people in
thé hand at Newgate by the dozen, and now, burning )
pamphlets at the door of Westminister Hall; today,
taking the life of an atrocious murderer, and to-mogrmt
of a wretched sufferer who had robbed a farmer's boy
~ of sixpence. (14-15)

The brutality of this period is shown by Dickens to be

an outgrowth of an even more c;dbl past. The Law is not only
an instrument of repression, it is also the way in which the

, S :
Bocial order guarantees its egistence. Justice and re}pect

for the inqlienable rights of human beings are matters irrele-

vant to the institution of law as it i;\found in both England

and;france. What is important to the legai structure ° the
. ” \

0berpetuation of diviaiveﬁesg in séciet&-ra divisiveness which—
not oﬂly‘denies each man a just respect, but wh;ch gnsﬁred C e
that all peeple will remain subject to the dictates of the |
law. Dickens expresses his resentment at this fragmentation
of sogiety in this ironic way:

A wonderful fact to reflect upon, that every human .
creature is constituted to be that profound secret.

and mystery to every other. A solemn consideration

when I enter a great city by night that every one of

those darkly clustered houses encloses its own secret. (21)

Nog only are people "locked" into themselves, in this

world, bub society it;elf seems "locked" or compressed into a

N
~
- »
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. , ) )
mold. As will be seen in the cidme of Great Expectations, and as

f

manifested in the symbol of Miss Flite's birds in Bleak House,

- Dickens perceives law as an imprisoning or conﬁqgssing force.

3

Dr. Manette has of course been incarcérated in the Bastille.
The Defarges immediately appear as being enslaved by a new

and very terrible conspiracy. Mgg&.iuportant, though, is the

.‘h

manner in which Dickens depicts both England and France as being

4

enslaved to established authority and ‘custom. The legal insti-

1 f
tutions of both nations, in this novel as in Bleak House,
function simultaneously as causes of this staid adherenceg;‘ R
past structures and as products of this phenomenon. There-
fore, when Dickens describes Tellson's Bank as being "locked
into" its past, he is in reality criticizing both England and
France for their own enslavement to authority and precedent:
Any one of these partners would have disinherited his
son on the question of rebuilding Tellson's. In this
respect the House was much on a par with the Courbtry, )
which"did very often disinherit its sons for suggesting - ¢
improvements |in laws and customs that had long been’
highly objectionable, but were only the more respectable. "
. ‘ (61)
Not enly does Dickens suggest that England and France are bound
to gutworn traditional perspectives, but he demonstrates how
antithetical to life and human aspiration ?hesé attitudes are.
,Thé Bnélish‘Common Law system ;hich works to maintain the
. . , 3
anachronistic social atructure and which helps to lock men's
perceptions of justice and right iggf fixed parameters, is seen

> ~

_ to be both brutal and corrupt. o :

- * . s ‘ . .
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MrJ Lorry and Charles Darnay are used.by Dickens to_
defionstrate how the law and other accepted social institu-
.t;?ns are antithetiégi to life: Mr. Lorry, who woul% appear
to have legal relatives in 9ttorneys such as fu%kinghorn, |
has dedicaéed his entire life to serving Tellson's Bank,

a financial establishment. The world of finance has left
Lorry ;it:ié time to asée;b any humanity, to "break out" of
the prison of his businesé, or to forge any links with other
people. By his own admission, the social structure which
necessitates such businessmen has compressed Mf. Lorry)into
Veqy‘rigid patterns. . ("Feelingsl T have no time fgf‘them,
no chance of them. I pass my whole llfe, miss, in turnlng
an immense pecuniary mang}e.") (32)

. Charles Dar‘fy is intgpoduckd as a’ character who, unlike
o

" Lorry, ‘has dared to assert an essential humanity, to step out

‘of the given social structuress We are told that Darnay

articulated his belief in the justice of the cause for American
J

indepéhdence. The Common Law, vangu;rdnpf the state, .will not

tolerate such audacity and self-assertion. Darnay's trial

serves two purposes for Dickens. On the level of plot, this

trial introduces %ll the characters who will take part in the
/"‘"{—"

r) ' . ’ h
‘drama; it establishes the fact that Carton . and Darnay not only &

. - \ -
look alike but love the same woman; (Lucie) and it demonstrates,

rd

on. the thematic level, how irrelev?nt true justice is to legal

-

procedures. The Court is depicted as a mock dngf)’sanctioned
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by the State. Dickens allows us to share Jerry Cruncher's
perceptions of the court drama.

The, 01d Bailey was famous as a kind of deadly inn-yard

« o « It was famous, too, for the pillory, a wise old e

insgitution . . . also, for the whipping post, another
dear old institution, very humanizing and softening to
behold in action. Altogether, the 0ld Bailey, at that
date, was a choice illustration of the precept that
'Whatever is, is right;! an aphorism that would be as
-final as it is lazy, did it not include the trouble-~
some consequence, that nothing that ever was, was ‘
_wrong . « .. Making his way through the tainted crowd
« » o the messenger found out the door he\soﬁght . o
people then paid to see the play at the (Jld Bailey,
just asfthey paid to see the play in Bedlam . . . only
the former entertainment was much the dearer. (68-69)

Not only does the audience regard the proceedings of thé

¥

\
Court as Q%plai; but the magistrates themselves 9njoy their

noble and despotic roles on the legal stage:

Silence in the court! Charles Darnay had yesterday
pleaded not guilty to an indictment denouncing him . . . .
for that he was a false traitor to our serene, illua-
trious, excellékt, and so forth, prince, our Lord the

King, by reason of his having on divers occasions, and

by divérs means and ways, assisted Lewis, the French
King, in his wars against our said serene, illustrious,
excellent, and so forth; . . . The accused, who was

(and who knew he was) ‘being mentally hanged, beheaded,

and quartered, by everybody there, neither flinched

from the situation, nor assumed any theatrical air in’

"it « « o the Judge, whose eyes had gone in the general
direction, recalled them, leaned back in his seat, ‘an
looked steadily at the man whose life was ih his hand
as Mr. Attormey-General rose to spim the rope, grind
the axe, and hammer the nails into the scaffold. (71-73)

The artfulness and contrivance of"cleveé—lawiers is . l
what tripmphs in the courtroom, not tlie truth or justice of the

matter. Facts are not aignificant;'they,are perverted by the

. ‘
N - - N o
. .
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i3 advoca_tes and made to "fit" any theory. Law does not function in-
dependently of the State; it exists in subservience to the State
2 .

Mr. Attomrmey-General had to inform the jury that the
prisoner before them, though young in years, was old
in the treasonable practices which claimed the forfeit
of his 1ife. . . . That Providence, however, had put it
} into the heart of a person who was beyond fear and
' beyond reproach, to ferret out the nature of the prison-
er's schemes, and, struck with horror, to disclose them
+ to His Majesty's Chief Secretary of State and most
honourable Privy Council. That this patriot would be
produced before them. That his position and attitude were,
‘on the whole, sublime . . .” that the evidence of these two
witnesses, coupled with the documents of their discovering
that would be produced, would show the prisoner tg have
been furnished with lists of His Majesty's forces. (73-74)

The Attorney General iE/ oblivious to the question of _tﬁhe
B . .justice or validity of the proceedings. Nor is the Attomey
General worried about the life which may be unduly forfeited.

- Treason must be punishc\a} , the status quo must be Qbseﬁqu, and
) P

these are the only concerns of ‘the Court. Furthermore, if the
‘ Ay,

¥ legal institution as a whole is an instrument of the State,

! ) {

< then it follows that the legal practitioner too will be a
lackey, ever eager .to attain social status through his manipula-

.- LN . -
tion of the law. Diqkens introduces two new lawyer figures who

' { _ ° must be added to his incredibly intriguing legal portrait gallery.

Stryver, ‘a man reminigcgn%‘off\(}hppy in Bleak House’views the law

as a route through which to gain social status. Carton, on t.he
3 : .
’ other hand, revolts at the mannér in which law is subverted by

/

society, and eventually wﬁxses to pursue this direction. Attomey

A, i StryVer is, a?$a{ame impliea, completely detemined to. ri.se

LX)
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to the apex of the legal ladder. Aﬁbitigﬁs and petty, in a
3 4
noisy way, conscious of only those things which can assure him

of success, Stryver demonstrates the worst elements of the person-

ality which Dickens characteriséically_associates with ggforneys.

The author embues Stryver with the qualities necessary to make
him a retainer of and lackey to the monied classes.

Mr. Stryver, a man of little mdre than thirty, but

looking twenty years older than he was, stout, loud,

red, bluff, and free from any drawback of delicacy,

had a pushing way of shouldering himself (morally .

and physically) into companies and conversations that
argued well for his shouldering his way up in life. (86-87)

Attorney Stryver, like Attorney Vholes in Bleak House, is

i

\determinéd to "shoulder his way up in life” no matter how many

people he must prey upon to do so. The symbol of society
sanctioningmthis perpetual "preying upon others" is carrieq K\

through Bleak House into A Tale of Two Cities in the Stryver- -

.Carton relationship. John Gross ﬁ:g remarked that "Sydney

Carton is a literary descendent of Richard Carstone, in Bleak
3

-

-"Carton, like Carstone, is-certainly a victim or "prey" .

¥

House."

to a more aggressive attorney. However, the two are differfent

as well, for Carton eventually rejects society's standards of con-‘
S

.

duct and refuses t&,use his talents in the law to attain either
social‘htandingigfmyealth. Carton's rejection of society's

values, and of the manner in which society sanctions one individual's

————————elin .
33ohn Groass, "A Tale of Two Cities," in Twentieth Century

- Integgretations of A Tale of Two Cities, ed. Jacob Korg - Y

(Englewood Cliffs: Preatice-Hall, 1968), p. 12.

* .«'




'ﬁv feeding‘upon another in the legal web, is a very positive
step by the author in this novel toward the aséertion of
individual justice and integrity. .Dickens' ferven{ condemn-

4 gtion of the cort tioén of society and its tool, thé Law, is
brought'to our notice by the ifony of the Stryver-Carton l s

relationship as éalleagues at the Bar:

A favourite at the Old Bailey, and eke at the Sessions,
Mr. Stryver had begun cautiously to hew awhy t ower
) staves of the ladder on which he mounted. ' Sess 8
£ . . and 0ld Bailey had now to summon their favorite,
' specially, to their longing arms; and shouldering
: ' itself towards the visage of the Lord Chief Justice
i . * in the Court of King's Bench, the florid countenance
4 o ' of Mr. Stryver might be daily seen, bursting out of
-5, the bed of wigs, like a great sunflower pushing its
- - way at the sun. . . . It had once been noted at the
Bar, that while Mr. Stryver was a glib man, and an
. : unscrupulous, and a ready and.a bold, he had.not that
’ = . faculty of extracting the essence from a heap of state-
K ) ments, which is among the most striking-and necessary
5 of the advocate's accomplishments. DBut a remarkable
: imfjyovement ' came upon him as to this . . . Sydney Carton,
idlest and most unpromising of men, was Stryver's great
; . ally . . . At last, it began to get about, among such as
B - ‘ were ipterested in the matter, that although Sydney
B : ¥ Carton would never be a lion, he was an amazingly good
jackal, and that he rendered suit and service to Stryver
_€~ in that humble capacity. (92-93).

:
-,
oy

It is useful -to analyse the Stryver-Carton relatiip;hip,

. as it is depicted in this descriptiofi. Dickens refers to the early

Carton as a."jackal", i.e. as an animal who, having no courage

.

. of its own to obtain sustenance, waits backstage to feed upon

; , . thehxemainp of ranother's prey. Carton, though he'possesses
\ A a"‘T—* “\ B

talen 71 secmq,t ‘have no motivation to use ic either for ~/)j‘

% _— . ;zood or for evil, in the legal arena. He is content, as it >




a

. ' were, to allow Stryver to profit at will by his labours.

Carton, though he is repulsed by Stryver's pretensions and
— < <Q . ’

willingness to serve the established order in abject,dévotion,

has neié&ér the desire nor the‘éapaci&y to.speik out against

"the corruption which pb}meates the legal and the social realm.

°

-As Dickens explains: ' . —

<! _ When he [Carton] cared to talk, he talked well;’
" but, the cloud of caring for nothing, which.over-
shadowed him with such a fatal darkness, was very
e rarely pierced by the light within him. ISince
- I ([Carton] knew you [Lucie] , I have been .
i .troubled by a remorse that I thought would never - ’
reproach me again,” and have hedrd whispers from
) ) . old voices impelling me upward, that I thought
* were silent forever. I have had unformed ideas
R , of striving afresh, beginning anew, shaking off ~
k: 'sloth and sensuality, and flghting out the abandoned <
3 . fight.' (152-154) -
e 4 R

. . .
'Qhe cloud which overshadows Carton is the "fog". or "cloak"

which the Victorian world puts aﬁon all just human inclina- .
' i < 1
tions. Unless one is a Stryver, interested in preserving the

) ‘ " status quo and determined to attain those two powerful(c;éden-’
1 tia}s‘of wealth and respec;ability, oﬂe's inclinations are * <¢
viewed by sdcigty as either ludicrous or defiant. -Thus, h

Carton remains in his precarious Qjackal-liﬁé; positio;, o
'
clingiﬁg like a shadow to fhehlegél world which grants him '
hustenhnce, yet posseés;ng a deepﬂhu&ahity and respgct for.
. justic; whichgiﬁ"this s;ciety, is but a liability and not an
gséét. Cart&%ﬁs\}ensitivity to the need for social change ’ S

T ; ‘iq paralysed,sfor he seems to.be hnable to articulate his.

EN
-
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awareness and iy certainly iﬂcapable to act upon it. There-

PR S e
~
&

fore, the "fast furioua footsteps" /h\e hears heraldmg the

s prn et <

cataclysm which will engulf the Manett\s Bhould be perceived ]

. as a symbol of Carton'& own yeaming for change and for a

s

mfture of the stifling, traditio .bound \norld in which

T ’ nd viable place exists for him: ,

Ed

| ®The footsteps were incessant), and the hurry of them !
/ becamé more and more rapid. The cormer echoed and -
/ " re-echoed with the tread of feet; some, as it seemed /
in the room; some coming, some going, some b h
' of f, some stopping altogether. ./,/.‘/!Phé’re/is a great
¢rowd bearing down ui:n'us, Misg Manette, and I see

them--by the lightening.' Hé added the last words,

after there had been a vivid flash which had .shown

him 1ounging in the vundow. 'And I hear them}—-
, 1& Here they ceome, faqt fi.ercd, and furious.' (208)
- ¢ ‘%‘ B

A
- . ‘ Though Carton does not outri.ghtly reject .the law, be is

. / " not blind to the fact that as analgstitution 16 functions only

s "

o / 2
. {5 ' to uphold the status quo. A Tale of Two Citles, though, begina §
. . . ¢ ‘
; : a positive diraction in the assertion of ind:lvidual justice with-.

/ _ ' - in"the (law. Though Carton is bound to the law and temporarily
PR 1 ™~ \

- accepts his Jackal-hk‘& statf n in society, his senaibil:.ty

i

to the need for change, motbmant,. and. progression, epitonuzed
P .

» wi:‘%”'m"‘l‘?ﬁfﬂmmamw, e s s S

in the awarenégs of those;’fi:otstebs, is hopeful. As Bert

‘ "m-...../ T . [ Y » - g

++« '* Hormback has noted, “Dickens' world is a world of change' and k

. .‘;) - .
4 \

PR < .the opposing forces/ are growth in his characters an&l decay 7/ .

-

U civ;lizat1pm."4' Though Carton's growth and responsiveness

- Y
R

"" “. ¥ v 5 ) a -, :
: - C dpere R ‘ udy v
iy _ . Bert ornback,, Noah's Architecture:. A Study of Dickéns |,
q. ) ‘ . Mﬁhologx (Athens' Ohio U.P., 1972), p. 3. ' A A
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% to change is probably' the most manifest in the novel, he is by

| no means the only character di.eplaying progress in this reepect.

&

It is in itself far more positive that many chkaracters are
able t,o ehange- to grow in h'j-an\ dimension and seli’- affimtion;

: A © and therefore escape the cripplinz etagnation and obsession into
M . 1
which characters such as Carstone, the Dedlocks, and the lawyers

1y

of Bleak llouse fal]._.' Darnay, for instance, grows in depth and

husan: understanding through his reaunciation of the aristo-
"cratic way of life amd the Evrémonde traditioni; Lucie and Dr.
Manette (both attain heig}pts of hunan dignity in their love,
devotion,” and usefulness t? each other; and Lorry's friendshipl

and new-found devotion to’.t-he'\geﬁes isg a further statement
' . N .
on t:h°e barrenness of a previous life led only in enslavement

to work and ifstitutions. Juxtaposed to this dynamic of human
growth an;i the forging of links through friendship and love is.
the rigidity and decay of social ;Ners founded upon vested

interests and human repression, equi.pped{ith legal'egsteus‘ .

» . . . 2

4 ]
ready to’uphold ghe status quo. The "breaking out" from old

’, 4 ‘ :
molds, dis;ﬂ.aye\d by these characters, and the 'self—affimation\é

o~ A

which this organic progression involves, must be seen as a’
pesiwtive element di"spléying the author's esi‘re to move from
TN

. . .

T .vision of bl ess to one of hope in indiyidual integrity. .
' -

Though the ugliness and horror of tﬂﬁ" Frerich Revolutién do not

-2 . - LY oo -
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escape Dickens!' attention, his protagonists in this novel

are better able to mediate the social horror, because of

PN
%

their growing humanity and ability for self-assertion.

!

. .. Dickens depicts the horrors and decay'of Pr;nch civil=
3 ' ~ dzatien prior'to the storming of the Bastille and the initial
) outbreak of.Revolution in 1789, in order to contrast the
| T possibilities for human growth and moral justice displayed
by individuals, with the stagnation of societies and structures

anslaved to outworn auth)r;ties. As Robert Stange has noted

>

in his article, "A Tale of Two Cities Recoq51dered,” "Dickens ’
is encouraged by Carlyle's t?eory to regard the past primarily
: .as a;storéhouse.of'lessoés, a terrible moral drama."s Dickens :
'—7 \ l ll ) . " ) '
] perceives thatirigid social orders cannot ' utilize¥ past
lessons for more immediate responses to human needs, and so
sees Revolution as one inevitable way in which the stranglehold i
. P . '/
. of the past can be broken' ' , , , (
) 4 - . )
. " A beautiful landscape, with the corm bright in it, but
4 W . not abundagt. Patches of poor rye where corn should
! PR have been, patches of poor peas and beans, patches of
Pite most ‘coarse vegetable substituteﬁ for wheat. On - =~ "
- C : inanimate natuge, as on the men and women who culti=-
' s " vated it, a prevalent tendency towards an appearance - -
i . of vegetating unwillingly . . . a dejected disposition -
rl to give and whither away. f'Monseigneur, hear mel?
. ) Monseigneuny hear my petitionl- My husband died of
.

" want; so many died of want- so many more will die, of

- . B o »

N * - . '

' C 4 SRobert Stange, “A Tale of Two Cities Reconsidered," in
/ Twentieth Century Interpretations of A Tale of Two Ciﬁies, ed,
Jacob Korg (Epglewood,CI%ffs:,-Prentice Hall, }9685, Pe ;8.

‘ i . ’
- ‘ . 8. . . 7 Lo .
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wantd . o o Crush humanity out of shape once more,
under similar hammers, and it will twist itself
into the same tortured forms. Sow the same seed of
S rapacious license and oppression over again, and it
will surely yield the same fruit according to its

kind. (118-22). N

'The message is unequifocally cleai To ignore human needs,

to rely upon outworn structures, and to neglect posszbilities

A o

for chdnge, is the way of a rigid,‘self-complacent élite.
But individuals concerned with realizing justice and
decency will challenge this pattern. Darnay is thereféfe

drawn back to France, not in seeking self-aggrandiZeqent,

but becaﬁse his inndte sense of juqtidb‘revolts at the idea
. . .. .

~ of 4n innocent life Y that of his former servant, Gabélle) 1 ,"

being sacrificed. Unlikc the legal edifices and structures
/\ —— . hRY
which claim to work so laboriously in the dxscharge ‘of

justice, Dgrnay immediatelyqsets out for Paris, hoping to
L : : ’ .
somehow escape the daqgers which face an émigrant French-
' g ' ' P
man, under the new Régime: . Sl

Y.

l _\> " With this uneasiness half stifled, and half reproach-

ing him, he had been brought to e podnted comparison
of himself with the brave old gentleman in whom duty
was so strong; upon that comparison (injurious to
himself) had instantly followed the sneers of .
Monseigneur, which had stung him bitterly . ... Upon
those had followed Gabelle's letter: the appegl of ’

~= an innocent prisone®} in danger- of death, to his
justice, honour, and good; name. (240)

- Dickens-never allows his.reader to Jose sight of the -

fact that justice and moral integrity arg/the inalienable




" no true notlon of justice or moral decenc;&:an be expected

¥ . go- -

1
\

qualitie ertain individuals, and that the Law as an
.

institution claiming to enact and discharge justice is in

fact nothing but a flagrant prostitution of the notion.

Darnay's detérmination to{‘g;;' justice done (to sawve the

inno;:ent Gabelle) is a s‘l;artling/e‘mtrast to the mentaiity and
s
outlook of Stryver, that representative of the English Common
Law and lackey of the established order. St.ryve:r is busy |
ingratiating himself with the exiled French aristocrats, ’
and deerying the "@justice" of the treatment which 'b'hey,

[ 3 - :
have received. This outlook on the part of Stryver is not

. a surprisine: one, for as an ambitious lawyer he has become

as rigid and shallow as the’ institulion he serves.

~

Among the talkers was Stryver, of the Ka.ng's Bench -\
Bar, far on his way to state promotion, and ‘there-
fore, loud on the theme: broaching to Monseigneur
his devices for blowing t /e_,people up and extermin-~

i, ating them from the face of the eaifth, and doing

' without them: and for accomplishing many Similar

i . objects akin in their nature tﬁ the abolition of

[ dagles by sprinkling salt on the tails of thé& races

(235-36) \

t
) Yo _—

; Wwhile it is true that Dickens plainly manifests his anger
| N

% .
at. the x'igid life~denying social order and those who uphold

\

it, and although it is equally man:l.fest that the author feels
\

-

- i
S

* ’
from so \cons,ervative an environment, one mus£ nonetheless

scm'tin';l.ze T.A. Jackson's claim that Dickens endgrsqd\'revoiu-

t:l.:on’ as the "only rqad to hope, to justice, to peace, -and to - .

©

A
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general happiness" with great care. Tt sequ to me that a .

* \\
careful reading of A Talle of Two Cities refuteg Jackson's
1

: A
suggestion, and in fact substantiates George Orwell!'s evalu-

- ation of Dickens: "There is no-clear sign that he wants the

existiqg order to be overthrown; or that he believes it would
make much diffdrence if it were overthrown. For in reality
his target is notpso much soclety as humantnqtuﬁe.ﬁ6 Orwell

points out Dickens' fear and conviction that a radical change
# . .
in the social structure would not make much difference_to the

quality of human life. ‘
Lol |

I’\Z

. t
“Although the author's genuine copmiseration with and

undeggtanding of the causes of tke Revolution cannot be

quesﬁgoned ‘or even 'dpubtgd, Dickens nevertheless

will not close his eyes to the bestiality, and the madness. -

3 !’
which break loosé in the ensuing political upheaval. As

e

3

. . 1
John Gross has remarked, the Revolution is described by Dickens
"in terms of péstilénce—an& madness."7 In this_way, Dickens -
links the revolutionary outbreak in Francé to ﬁhe pestilence

ang disease of Tom's-All-Alone in Bleak House; both are_ the

-

produéﬁs of neglect, repression, and outworn social orders;

both are antithetical to lifel
. .

-

- P
t

5 * . 1

Sceorge Orwell, "Charles Dickens," A Collection of
Essays (New York: Doubleday, 1954), p. 58.

0 . ¥

7 L.
Gross, p. 23, ' w/

4

Y
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There was no pause, no pity, no peace, no interval of
relenting rest, no measurement of time. Though days . =
and nights circled as regularly as when time was '
young, and the evening and the morning were the first
day, other count of time there was none. Hold of it
was lost in the raging fever of a nation, as it is
. : in the fever of one patient. Now, breaking the unnat-
“"ural silence of a whole city, the executioner showed
the people the head of the king . « . and now, it. .
seemed almost in the same breath, the head of his fair
wife, which had had eight weary months of imprisoned
widowhood and misery, to turn it =2rey . ... And yet,
; observing the strange law of contradiction which ob- ’
tains in all such cases, the time was long, while it
" flamed by so fast.” A revolutionary tribunal in the -’
capital, and forty or fifty thousand revolutionary o
~  committees all over the land; a law of the Suspected,
which struck away all security for liberty or life, -
and delivered over any good and innoceat person to*
any ‘bad or guilty.one, prisons gorged with people who .
had committed no offence and.could obtain wo hearing; :
these things became the establlshed order and nature
- of appointed things, and seemed to be ancient usage .
before they were many weeks old. Above all, ‘one
hideous figure grew as familiar as if it had been
befdre the general gaze from the foundations of the’
world . . the figure of the sharp female called La
Guillotine. (270-271)

o ’

g .Dickens envisions the atmosphero of the Revolution as an .

-

v B} 3
atmosphere totally non-conducive to life. Law, always subser-
N \

* wient to the social order, is pressed into service for the
new Régime. . Laws §€ now passed as ‘tagily to safeguard the
‘new governing élite as they were to uphdld the previous status

B i quo. A new legal superstructure appears in France, and as with
Ay ] Ll . [ ’
most ‘legal monoliths, this structure demands blind adherence,

)

seeks to be selfaperpetuating,éhd is ready to crush anyone or

anything which challenéeq its authority. This legal machine
< ' L

' is therefore as dényigp of Jﬁaticg as any previously monopolized
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v

by the monied classes. Eickens'-deécription of the c¢onduct,
. principles, and functioning of the peoples' tribunals is

searing. N . s (
The dread Tribunal of five judges, public prosecutor,
and determined jury, sat every day. Their lists went.

. upon the bench in' feathered hats; but the rough red
cap and tricoloured cockade was the headdress other-
wise prevailing. Looking at the jury and the turbulent
audience, he might have thought that the usual order of
things was reversed, and that the felons were trying
the honest men. The lowest, cruelest, and worst populace
of .a city, never withoyt its quantity of low, cruel, and:
bad, were the directing spirits of the scene; noisily

’ commentlng, applauding, disapproving, anticipating,

' sand precipitating the result, without a check. (278-79)

.The legal institution of the Revolutionary régime, as in the pre-
vious Aays of the aristocracy, is seen to be only another guise
3
“ 3
or trapping for "lawlessness." To attain justice and perpetrate

.moral decency is an impossibility, especially in a court which

is manipulated by rampant, fickle crowds of new oppressors.

. - ' Cries in exaltation of the welltknown good.physician
’ rent the hall. So capriciously were the people moved,
that tears immediately rolled down several ferocious
SN countepances which had been glaring at the prisoner
- a moment before, as if with impatience to pluck him
., out into the streets athd kill him . . . . Before that
T unjust Tribunal, there was little or no order of
procedure, ensuring to any accused person any reajon- ¢
* . able hearing. There could have been no such Revo dion
if all laws, forms and ceremonies had not first been ‘so

_‘T*"T“f“-\~‘\\\EEEE;;Pusly abused that the suicidal, vengeance of he
T \Qevo tion was to scatter them all to ‘the winds. (280,310)

It . dis - extremely 'important. to note that though in a novel

!

. : : a L
such as Bleak Housé faithful adhérence. to procedure, structure
.. 7 . .

forth every evening., . . . His (Darnay's) judges sat : Q.
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L 4
and rule leads to a denial of justice; in A Tale ofa’l‘wo Cities

©

the casting off of rationality and the consequent dispensation,

¢ . -
of all procedure and precedent are seen to be equally dangerous

7

Dickens'! condemnation of the inadequacies of Law in ensur-

s

and equally futile as an avenue through which justice én&'

morality can be pursued. ’ o, .

ing human dignity and justice far transcends politidal philo-

sophies, though critic T.A. Jackson would like to believe

. 4
otherwise. Dickens'! vigion is by no means a simplistic one,

favofing one boﬂlitical notion and.bel:'gevi'ng that political:
changes can ensure just human action. "As Robert S*ban'ge\hai
noted, "One of the powerful feajures of Dickens' art which -

slczould not go unpgientioned is his strong sense of .the lusts and

guilts and passions which lie under the surface of human . C
. /, . . . -

. conscipusness.',‘..8, .,It is éxac-tly because of this deep undér-\-

standing of human psychology and motivation that Dickens

13

hesitates to place his ‘faith in systems, structures, -or poli-
tical affiliva'bi,on.s of \ny one ki.nd or anothexf.” ‘The author .
recognizes that structux"es and principlegxb/ecogxe easily

cqrruﬁtod and.subve’fted.- Th;"law of Kévc;lgtiox';ary Frargce
"i.s. as'putr:id and perverse as-that 6f the Ancien Régime; the

people is as texjribl;e as that,

, ' ¢
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of the 1ettx‘~§-de-ca'chef;; its judvges and prosecutors are

. driven by personal motives of'vengeance, bitterness and

-

,self-—aggrandizemént in the same way that the rulers of

previoué times were; the possibilities for justige being
realized through new ;.ﬁst'thions a're as remote as e\rer(
Madame Defarge's i)er:sonal vendetta against anyono linked
with the Evrémonde family of course .ear":s witness to thi_'s/:

'Much influence about him, has that Doctor??

murmured Madame Defarge,- ,  smiling to the Vengeance.

'Save him now, My Doctor, save himl!' . "+« At every

juryman's vote, there was a roar. Another and '

another. Roar and roar . . . Unanimously voted.

At heart and by descent an aristocrat, an enemy of

the Repubfic, a notorious oppressor of the People.

Back to the Conciergerie, and Death within four-

and~twenty hoursl ', . . tell the wind and fire

where to stop,' returned madame; 'but don't tell

meb' (3265 334)

Because Régimes, Revolutions and institutions

\ N . -]

cannot effect justice, individual tonsciousness seems to be

‘the only viable way by which to ensure human dignity. Sydhey
A\ 4
) " v 1

Cart'on"s qﬁaracter, and the change which is. manifest in it

. / ~ N
as' he ’aﬁéims his commitment to true justice, assum\eb\@re

importance q\;r Dickehs, not only in ‘terms of plot, but in

terms of themat‘,io poésibili:ties. L e

[

w ' “

Carton's previous mild submission to the Vaiﬁes of the
legal and therefoire the social world, stems from an incapacity’

'bo challenge the existing order. By self-declaration, he—

~ 1acks the energy and motivation to affim .an ind:.vidual credo:




[ 4

( relationships with others in terms of interests and advance-
. L]

~

and all avenues of ac‘b.‘x,on and Tommitment scem to belclosed
rudge, Sir. I care for no

to him: "'I am-a disappointed

man on earth and no man on earth cares for me.' (91) Carton,
unlike a Guppy or a Stry'ver, does not view life, love, and

’

ments. On the contrary, Carton seems to represent totally
< 4 \

¢ -

different values; he is sincere to the point of ‘self-sacrifice

‘and profound enough to. perceive the hypocrisy and facade of

law, as well as the injustice of the social order which the

! } , N
legal structure magks. His existence itself-—-the shadow-like

" figure sulking in the courtroom, at one and the same time a

tlawyer' and a reminder of the inadequacy of law, is a living

©

testimony to the incompatibility of the law and decency.

) . N

Furthermore, Carton's understanding of human nature is far '

more comprehensive than that of the average attorney, and

probably has been sharpened by‘his vantage point as a ";jackal,"

[y

refusing to be entangled by the social temptat:.ons of wealth

l.
and respectability, wait:mg instead for a few remains to be v

thrown his way. Carton perceives the hypocrisy of both the .

oppressors and the Oppreésed; and though he understands the

mot:.vations of each power group, he refuses to be compromised

v

by either. o
I see Barsad, and/Cly, Defarg'é, The Vengeance, the
Jurymen, the Judge, long ranks of oppressors who .
have risen on the destruction of the old, perishing:

: by’ thia retributive Anstrument, before it shall = - -

cease out of its present use. (366) R

- o PN : ot

-
.

\
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* The deep dndergtanding which Carton possesses of the .

y ®

inadequacies of institartions, "and the foibles of human nature

renders him Dickens' mouthpiece for a condemnation of the

social order. Carton beginé to evolve into a kind of Christ-
A .

like figure towards the conclusion of this novel. In Dammay's

first trial for treason, Carton had, in a sense, served as
£"4

his saviour.l Carton's physical resemblance to Darnay dlsproved !

the supposedly “irreproachable" testﬁi%’y of witness Barsad.
Howeger, Caiton's saving of Darnay was then a passive act;

~

one in which Carton participated.. in a disinterested way:

N Allowing for my learned friend's appearance being
‘ careless and slovenly if not debauched, they were - ¢
sufficiently like each other to surprise, not only =~ ' .
the witness, but everybody present.. .  Mr. Carton,
» who had so-‘long sat looking at the ceiling of the ‘
. court, changed neither his place nor his attitude,
even in’this excitement. (83) . .
2
On the level of plot, Carton's new-found energy and desire to

see just%pe done'are e;ectrifying in the concluding section
of the novel. The secorld saving of Darnay's life iiggo lbnger
an ind;fferent action on the part of Carton. Cayton.rather
embraces this "Christ-1like" 'role, 'He4rggar&s his sacrifice
as inevitable; he'weicoméa it as the avenue for viable self-

2
affirmation so long denied h:m. The mannep 1n whlch Carton

- .

takes control of the plans for the Manqttes escape enhanchs

the commitment which h& feeln: Mﬁ z;, ) o ‘\.'.




5]
{
g

v
y
0 {
~

. The door was quickly-opened and closed;, and thesh\\

'Remember these words to-morrow: change the course,
. or delay in it . . . for any reason . « ..and no

life can be saved,, and many lives must i itably

be sacrificed. . . Though he said it with a grave.

smile of eamestness, and though he even put the old

man's hand to his lips, he did not part from him then. (338)

Carton's previous reluctance to act in defi'ance of the social \ +
order is now completely supei'seded by the Christ-like role of

saviour which he so enthusiastically adopts. It is apparent

that Dickens wants to imbue Carton's act of sacrifice with®
great significance, and in fact makes Carton's xf}eniblance

to Christ in this act explicit. - We are told that when Carton

~

enters Darnay's cell, his face is glowing:

stood before him face to face, quiet, intent up
him, with the 1ight of a smile on his features,
and a cautionary finger on his 1lip, Sydney Carton
» « « There was something so bright and remarkable
in his look, that, for the first moment, the prisoner
misdoubted him to be an apparition of his own

. imagining. (342) ,

B

1/
«

..,~

“ Not only does Dickens show t)ét\?:arton has welcomed

this opportunity to assert his int?g:‘ity,’ but Dickens places

in Carton the power to articulate the conviction that justice

and human dignity cannot be attained and guaranteed by any .

institution of ‘society (i.e. whether it be of legal, political,

f .
o o -

or: economic nature) but rather must' be effected through t,he .
medium of the individual's comitment and benevolence. ou?

w ay gl l@-zcomitn‘ent to u"

5ra~integrating just:lca w:l'hh nction El.n J.ife 15 "iiéc %*r& to

§”( \":'
"?}'&a e

It :ls exactiy bgca;tsaf%ﬁe

"'#iﬁ

.
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“affirm ﬁuman decency,‘. that Ciarto\n's act of sacri.fic;e\is rqégf
dered a positive act. Damay, Cart'on'sJ.ook-—alik?yul.fas, ’
“managed to attain‘ decency and affirm hJ.S ifftegrity by renounc-~ -
ing his ties with the ‘old order and embuing his life w:n.th pos:i- '
N 't:ue values ;Qi'.s : love -for Lucie, honest labour, the continuing
- ’,c;)nt‘;er:I. with justic;e which leads him back to I-;r:ance in the
hope 6f saving Gabelle's life,. C:arton's avenues of achievit:é

decency, whig.e living within society, have been c}ose&*\Th:!i'e-,

fore: ‘while Darnay, who ‘'may be thought of ai representing.only

e

can continue to live and’

o

another facet or aspect of Carton

sustain mo'n?al decency, Carton must) sacrifice his life to .

. infuse meaning into his philosophy. rton's death is certainly

° »

clear that Carton's
o -

oward a reconciliation’

not a negative action. Dickens makes i
sacrifice is intended as a posa.t:.ve step

¥ :of moral justice with human dction, smce Carton's last percep- )

~ tions look to a future where dll human béings will demonstrate -

a viable, »integral'and decent approach to life. As in th®

LY

concluding vision of Bleak House, mention is made of U
' y

P y gene‘?itions to" come. (Ada's baby provides hope for the futute, =
as do Luc:l.e'a children, in particular the boy who will bear @

P 2

Sydney Carton's name.) Dickens affims his bel‘ief that pro-

¢? vl
gression toward justice and decency can be effected, for Carton

- 3

..se€s: not only that the futiire will no lon . pe enslave&?to

v ) S outwom authority, but that his name and his cre&é( will




‘¢ e~ gade 11lustrious. The boy who will bear Carton's name will

’ > w LS
C o A ba a Wiso and "just jud&s;" law can and will be imbued’ with
f/hc moml in’begrity of individuals:

e . I Rce a beautiful city and a bpilliant people rising
’ © ,.from this abyss, and, \m their struggles to be truly
‘ free, in their triumphs and defedts, through long
. Yedrs to come, I see the evil of thik time and of the’
. previous time of which this is the natural birth,
graduslly making expiation for itself and wearing out.
" I mee that child who bore my name, a man winning his
way up in that path of 1ife which once was mipe.
4 ~ 2 . ~ I mec him winning it so well, that my name made. -
- X i1llustrious there by the light of his--I sed him,
‘ ' foremost of .the just judges and honoured ‘men, bring-
ing a hoy of my name--to this place, then fair to
look upon, with not a trace of this day'l disfigure~

ment . » ., (,377)
TR

~ . Dickens envisions Carton's death as being both positive

N . »
and hopeful. ' This self-sacrifice definitely moves towards sffirm-

‘ _ ing individusl  notions of ‘Justice and right, eince it is the
) I ’ \ a
1 most significant  display ' of. pérsonal integrity which an 3

individu_al can make, His death too coﬁfima the other char=
L

A, o acters in the progressive path- they have undortnken. Wr. %

Lorry foresakes Tellson's in order to holp the Darays," mnetto,
Miss Prou and Jerry out of ?rmce. Darnay and Lucie return
o to Bngland, only $o be mot'a confimod than ever in ho‘vic'tory
' ‘ - which Justice has achiovod. Dr. Manette has weat ond ‘the *
brutal grip of ‘the put (the- rmmbranoe of his inprisonncnt)
,\onca again, All will live to ensure that Carton's ucriuco

wl.ll not have boen in vnin.

. . "‘. i Z




\ +  "Ple Prench Révolution quite clearly reprefjntii?or Dickens

M. : o7 ‘ [ 3 v
a rupture between the past aﬂénthe present. Law, or that force -
, » v, - ’ . B 4 )

wﬁich tries éo‘govorn the present théough past authority, has
, , 7 ' Cw ) °
) been Broken. Though the repression of past laws has ‘bred the -

fury and terror of the R?vélutngzxkhough human nature is not ’

X sqen-bnyickens(tq change dramatiéally, eépécially in those

characters who perceive the Revolution as éh?'oﬁppr@uniQy to
& ' o implement - their own will and aggression; ﬁone&heless a small

T degree of ‘decepcy and personal sense of juétice[in achieved

in this"novel. e : \*\LA .

-

éydne# Carton, advocate,” manages finally to imbue the legal

L4

—

X character with(; profouﬁd and undeniable dimension of justice.
| 'L The sacrifice of Carton's life is a denial of the repressive
and corrupt aspeét of law, Carton's sacrifice neugr:}ize- the

- Revolut onar%fTribunal'sAattompt to impose its own unjust law,

"i.e. th execution .of Charles Darnay. More than this, however,

Carton's sacrifice allows the lawyer figure to attain a

=like stature. Christ, the*i} R §£“§itﬁm&te'hunan

“
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' ~_» - complétely forsaken thqir humanity in the pursuit of law.
; in A Tale of Two Citfes Dickens has emerged from his condenn-
o m - .
. ] ation of the legal struttures of the Ancien i&giue, Bngland
. B ‘ Toow .
: _‘1 - . and Revolutionary France, to attempt an integral, unified vision °
! - . + ! - '
. b of a personal‘affimation of justice. The toll in hwun life b
* R . which this affirmation demands is of course great.  Carton's %
» ; death though ~-~ that act-in which he brings justice back to ,
kN 4 ’ . N &
, law .~~ ‘must be viewed with hope; and should be seen as the
~— N * - ~ ’
) o ‘initial departure for the more viable demonstration of indivi-
r .
dual justice which Dickens achieves in Great Expectations. .
,",l . . » ' -
. ' \ (
. :
r/ o,
/
- ’ j /r ’ N
\“‘ Q
2
e oad
.7 )
b‘ ° ’
2 ~
8 ® Lo v




-l'l LO .
, . =93
. ’ & v
* Ay .0

CHAPTER IV,

GREAT EXPECTATIONS AND THE LAW

@

Great Expectations is the novel in which ni"gkem illus-
%rat?s'uost successfully his sense of outrage at the cruelty
and éxtrenity oé British criminal law, and his.belief that ‘
justic; can be effected through the dedication and labbnr
of 1ndividu?1 human beings. Iq G;eat Expectations, the
lextren@ty'of the legal systenbii iroriically pitted against-
hu-nn nature. Dickens demonstrates " in this A?Q?l that a
sense of juntice is an 1nnat§ quality of hunan beinzu, and’
that this basic ‘sense of ju-tice revolt- against the absurdity
of legal structures, John Lucas, who has called Great
,Biéectatiohb-'the most unchallengeable of Dickens' noyels"1
seems to be referring to the conlid;qce; conviction, and
profound human uyﬁpéﬁh& which emanate from tﬁi- novel, and
‘which make 1t a positive step in the direction toward Dickens'
_ affirmation of justice and integrity. . . .

' The novel's main character is Pip, and Pip‘il a youhz
child when he first encounf;rs Magwitch. There are numerous
pensads for Dickens' choice of a young boy as his main char-

acter. As a“chil%, Pip is the symbol of inmocence; he lacks

’\experiencb in the world, is trusting, and has not yet absorbed

John Lucas, The Melancholy Man (Londons Methuen, 1970), |
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the pj gte{itions and shallow values of society which Dickens

viewed as tl)e worat elements of the proceu of socialization.
That Pip is already prediaposed to displaying a uens; of
Justice is a very important fact for Dickens. Pip's silter,
who enforces her authority by mn:lqhing" and bullying both her
husband and the boy, is perceived by Pip as being an alien.
type of individual. Uncle Pumblechook, self-styled guardian o,
of the‘mor;s and sténda’x"ds ‘of respectable society also does.
not paréicula:;ly impress you_nz'l’ip.’ The boy senses that: neither
his’ sister nor her cohort are particularly sensitive or . L
particularlty endc;ivcd M:lth‘a sense of justice.- Howover, when
the boy encounters Magwitch, hu own response 1; portrayed by
Dickens as unquestionably the correct responses "he pitic,-
the convict, agrees to procure food for him; but he.suffers th;
ancuish which his conscience, retlecting soc:loty'- attitude,
places upon him: , . ] : )
My’ thoughts strayed from th"at question as ILlool‘clad dis=~ /
consolately at the fire. For the fugitive out on the
marshes with the iron leg, ‘the mysterious young man,
the file, the food, and the dreadful pledge I was under
to commit a larceny on these sheltering pmius rose
before me in the avenging coals.?
NP:I.p responds in a trye spirit of Justice to aid
a fellow huiuan‘ being and endeavour to ea;e the misery %icﬁ

N

J

2Charles Dickens, Great tations (New York: The New

-

" American Library, 1961), p. 16. All subsequent quotations

follow the text of this same pd.i.tion. The page numbeis wl.u.
be uucma in pamt«ho.u atur uch quotation .
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he sees before him. It is extremely important to note that -
. as a child, Pip resp.onds intuitively to the ‘lbimitiél;;‘: .:ﬂmugh
P.lp suspects he is acting "incorrectly® in termp ot ﬂocicty's
( noti.ons of law and justice, though he suspects thp polico )
(and therefore the lav) 1111 seek retribution, P.‘Lp nonctholc-l ’
| | cannot deny the basic human sympathy he feela tqw;rd tha
t -' ' conv:lct, and the vague uneasiness he experiences whon the .
- legal machigery is brouzht into motion. 'l'hough _sopi.oty,
a.n'd its :l.nstrument' thc law, attempt ¢to ﬁpaso a i’eélink of -~
¢u11t upon the child _for having helped an offendcr, Pip's
basic naturo refuaea to foruke f,ts original -ynpatby tmmrd
the wretched convict., Therefore, though fahe --.o-'—called law-
abid:lnc and self-righteous citi.zen, depicted in this novel _
. : in the: figures of the Punblechoolu, Mr. Wopslc, and the Hubbles, '
°. can only react to the narch for an excaped convict with great
- n o gsto and the excibenent which u-ually acco-paniec a spectacl;,
Pip's innate tendoncy t-oward justice and mmlity is demon~-
'ntnted by his risking -ocial ceasure, md hia articulatin;

"lubvarb:lve" wiahes to Joe, while on' the chue :ln t-he marshes:

o N
- A N

Mr, Wopalc, Joe, and I rece:lved strict chargo to kecp
in’the vear, and to speak no -word after we reached the
L marshes’. When we were all out in the raw air and were
%& steadily moving towards our business, I treasonably
. : whispered to Jos, -'I hope, Joe, we sh'at find themi'
_ And Joe whispered to me, 'I'd give a oh:uupg if they
- had cub and run, Pip.' (419*

'»Tho opocta.clc which greets Pip on s_l,l.LLchno 4‘ 3
. \bh#ant couqutm of Bciti-h law. ﬁot only dpai Witch
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arti.cua.ate how ﬂle ‘1aw has failod him, but tho mnor io whtch -

society casta out. §s offenders is dmtrntod t«b ﬂ;o boy i.n
311 {ts horror. ‘l‘hil brutll disphr ilpmﬁmlf upon ﬂu
boy, who is anxious. to assure tho convict that he had not been
the one to. betray h.'m to the nuthoﬂ.ti”s | . : )

D’iﬂ had been vlitinrforhiu to-see mo, ‘ﬂut
I sight try to assure him of my innocence » » »
cribbed and barrcd and moored by massive rusty ]
chains, the ‘prison ship seesed in my young eyes to
bé ironed like the prisoners. We saw the boat go .
alongside, and we saw him taken up the side and
disappear. Then, the ends of the torches were
flung hissing .into the water, and went out,, as u
it were all over with h:l-. (48) - ’ :

» »

As uoted in the first . .chapter of this thesis, ﬂu Vtctorhn
? world perpctuated the iniquiticn and éruelties of tho e¢riminal
code, with very little true nodific;tion. The Victoﬂ.m middle
and .upper classes were concerned with pro_mbvin,k the ststus quo;

reform was vieved only as & means to uodifﬂn‘ the existing

social stmchln-, and’ tho pudoninmt noti.nt:lnz impulse in
society still m:l.ned a cmcm vith ;cqu:luu weslth sad
rupoctub:l.uty. As a child P,i,p cw atford to be coucomcd '
;ith justice, However, as M.ckons clwerly dm;tutn, ﬂw
process of muuzwion brim mw ooncoms t-o rip, ma ﬂu’a

new concesns and mpmtm- nﬂl pmp torﬁ.b:ly mzm. .

":\J‘ L]

s Justicp md znm;-w M Wv b{nkﬁp
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values. It is interesting that Dickens dopi.cts her hm as

N

. ‘ l/pr:l.m which will cnmlf the unsuspecting Pips .

. A Within a qu;recr of an hour we came to Migs. ﬂnhlma'
L : house, which was of ol brick, and dismal, lﬂdluda
: ' great many iron bars to it, Some of the. vi;dow; had
: ( ' bees walled ups of those that remained, all the lower
] N were rustily barred, 7There was a cou rd ia tmt,
. . ' and- that wase bn'nd. (64)

.

The procau of minmntion hu bcam for Pip, and v.tth ib,
& mpoury mmsm of the butc sonse of Justm which
- o < he had fumrly duylayod. m hpmonmt :lnto dhi.cb Pip

[

- . falls ia that of the petty um- of the vutorhn voru.
/. Estella is instmmtsl both in terms of plot and in terms
: - of bhome, for she urv” as'a catjly:t for Pip, inptillint
in thc boy desires fm- ‘wealth and nﬂpcctability. '.A-',np,' -
‘ comes to rcznrd his past u:wb ahuc, he lm'c md nose mrot- .
- the mtancc of huun nmudiy which tie duphyod t-o Magwiteh, . |

£
.

His formerly integral nmc at jwwuo stmqgcly enough
' bocm- a source of m&t éd uw ym: m} Pip's Lndl.v-
o, Muu Anterity io auiir n&uml bym dual mpt«nbim
’ ’ " of tho Vicborun world’ ﬁors& 9.8. I!oud:tob nvtod congomin‘
| m- boriod, in the siddle i:imn, m passion for weslth
o wn c,lm:l.y cmuptmf wlﬁh moﬂm', faf rnmubiutay." LT

Aé? ani‘culiﬁi”m 4041;9 :f:‘f-;*"mwubtuw md mu

%m;- n, How
o,(amv Haveny:.




doihg 80, regrets his past sympathy tjf Maguitch. In offect,
Pip is bagtnntu to deny m.- mzmm for justm; and
adopt the values of the society about hm L

I had sadly bmkm\n%«h:n‘ fgot to bed,,»ﬂwoud:
thinking of the strange san tsking aim at me with

. his invisible gun, and of the guilty coarse and
common thing it yas to be on teyms of conspiracy
with convicts--a .feature in my career that.
I had pmimly for‘otm. (90)

&

' nmh for uulth md nsputnbiuty, cunrlr
' mﬂwr in the boy‘s m—fonud riu in cxmt‘- .

’ 18 an cxcouent Mﬂ.cs by wbich to dmntuto tbc
sluuownbu of w.ctod,an mhby und the mrrmu ?t mt
mioty'n view toward . hv, ;uamc M m pontbiuty of a

-

. '1egal offandq;' tadnda‘ hiuo),lu I o

o~ ' 5

It u,, of cmuz almtﬂ.é’m to undanma Hp'; nun
dnira to bnuan M u-vum ﬂu

timu. 'm- irony not only AMQ ﬂ» fgis;ymlo q,uaufq ‘

ol the novel (Mtu u;mm is ’ ty of fl}lz Mor Mldé‘

Y

pontblo the mml‘ bun of a8 young 9r£nco and ym“n)
/" but it ustcrtuuy dmnbutn ﬂw ia;ubtl@ mt«ton m

T f“' b

cormption of l’ip'a ba-u hwun hi‘ "r,tto' by ﬂm vnhun of
ﬂw Ytotor.tm nopul pmp. mrmj

‘
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though half-crazed -udnr of muty, ﬂw sltésnative cuc, o

L.c.'t«ho possibility tlut the same deed could be cu'md

‘out by a cmvtct, o one m is om&l out ot ﬂu mul

! omr and is t«nﬂ'm a8 a pu’tab of m.lety, appun at“{y

Mum: . ‘} ‘ ‘ R Y

It was too early yot to to Wiss H;vuhu,l‘u,
X loitered into the cmtﬂ on Miss Havishan's
-side of town.,thinking sbout my pstroness, and

. painting brilliant pictures of her plans for me.
'She had adopted Estellsa, she had as good as
sdopted me, anll it not £ai1 to be her

© fntention to bring us together, BShe reseryed
4t for me to restope the desolate’ house, adait
the sunshine into’ dark mon, set the ¢ ks
a~-going, and the co:ld hearths ubhzing, tea
down the cobwebs, destroy the vermin ., . iu
short, do all the shining deeds of the y
knight of romance, snd um the princess, 252)

'?ip's nai-vaty and -luum” is & nlhct#ou of
Victor;sn poc!.aty'u -hduomou md inadaquacy mardia‘
not only monsy, but lawy sttitudes tonrd oﬂun, " L ’

,vqlqu gnd basic iwuntt«y. " Ross. Dnbusy, in his u'«udy

ommdsmwm romscks~

'thy n:lnihri / botmma npu upinuona and those of the

<

W
nmumﬁa-c eury boumootp:lo in mrnl- "In the ﬁ.rn
phca, Pip'u ' um is nnﬂ:m mm-chic and mnl;

o e 4# nm to »bnlvo m tm huun obunﬂom m uu,




~ and to nake hl.u :v‘ Eree agent, uninVo ved axcept« wit«b wlut«
} lwwnntn.", - - N D

) s .

ﬂwugh Pip very mh wants to douch htnc}f [ 4
- " vobuauon-, and auply zndum in M- droaus ‘of

f«~

F. - " certain’ -nbols or ren:l.ndon of the guuhhe /ln:u ln for~
:‘Idng m- past. natun, and in sbandoning: a/ sense ol ju’ﬂn
T nocmg- to bind hiu to his formes npnthy, not only with e

C Huvitch, but wtth Joao iﬁun ?ip phys fhn past of the criminsl
in Mr, Wopsle’- pmt&wtion ‘of 'Goom Blmwoll, the memory of
N- esipathy tor a8 "cdﬂn&l’ is ot course overt. !ﬂﬂun.l’ip'p :
sister u bl,ud:mod by ‘hor nnu,ut, and the impt lav

| mfomﬁ olﬂcen (' ﬂuy took up monl obvuuly wmg

y , - yooplo, and tl;cy ran ﬁu:l,r heads uri lurd uauut the wmg

x | | ideas’ (138)) describe ﬂu wesjon n s £iled~off couvtgt 1m,

s ‘ e . ﬂ.p is bmd even mose ﬁ;&}f‘&p m pnt or ﬂut time in y

| ¢ and -ma intesrity, withous -

.u,l.u” ugon him! = .

%0 be my conyict's iron.., It
k .that I had provided the wespon,

‘'was horrible to

o mwms- undesignedly, it' I could hardly think other- h
= T wise, Tosuffered mm ble trouble while I consi~ .
RN M‘mdmv)‘- ither I should st ladt

R . dissolye ﬂm;

m}-‘» of My shildhood ad tell Jos sli
-The . Mﬁm uu afber all, ] :

idmom,hpd

amu, that I

% ]
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| N As Im.ckenu' M;nfuuy ?cuou?tnme in A ‘mg of ‘ v
Cities, past experience caniot be denied. The hold of besic
. \iotegrity is strong indesd, sid a0 betngs, 0o matter how
: : d’ppeutoly they seek to ”cspc bhatr past mt«unu, tgm- A
l‘\ ¢ . how mansge todevolvo s visble umuttod I»twam b u mmu-‘
f | ton and soctel diotated, " that instrument which hélps
,’ - . o -odtty -h(nnn inclination. (MOM to past di-cutcu and priu-
_ g‘ crtptionp, !muou in W ss it does u ?ath
§ ’ ' novels pmiously amncd. It« in - Luponu.m on the lving -
- . of past mﬂwrit}.n M an assursnce thnt the pum q;;o wiil
B '  mever be chu:g;dp ) X A =
| N—— ugm;;&m,mm&u;b’vl.
a ‘to mlyn /p uwycr who 45 snother guardisn ot past mtborutn}
- ‘nud uhon lmwudkc of ths PO nmtunn mblu his ta be
. . cm;al arbiter of all ﬂu charsctera’ mmsm Unlike
N . .Mktuﬂmn, tboush, m hu um-d himsslf o bo weighted
B down by his duties to the ?m snd mnqumtl-y hn forhtm
T a1l hupan spontaneity sad- cdnntwmon, mpn haw Mmmd
/. o 4 evolving » personsl oredo which mcnnfuuy mmnm ‘!
; ‘duty to the lw with an iatom'nl desire twhbqur within the |
. Bystem Ior at unt 8 noum o!' éwt&cc- Jo ronnr,
. ufa-rlmx wlld:m M mﬂdmty of xu.cmp, bn dp»ubm ,
B Amm anm o "n mrutu ot mrprtmw mmlw apd
g uwm m thl lmw pot ﬂnm ronmr'p .

‘.‘-'7“49!:» roum, s L (Ms :.u. Dm‘&;f‘“
"MMM 19“% ?1: PQ 0 . | T o
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. ‘mt onthusisss for the nﬁouuy';’ .v'on critic, at one tﬁo o
or mﬂur, hu had to contmt this umm crutm m
DR m umnt to'r ﬂ» mcndmy nhub Jomn ntpnn

: ﬂu mm of t«h- nonl.

. f

. v . ’ .‘ . ’ . \" ‘ ‘J'
 « o i 'h-,,hu qm implies, Attosmey Jaggers Coinilap to
'duacn-) 18 .a ehary, acru, and detemmined man, Dickenst—. 1
- Jourlpbtonl of this ‘mip age mot L\ﬂu least suggestive of -3
A \ mm, nnﬂ;, o! m mﬂsy. Jeggers is -wxu, nm.n \ ;
ﬂunopmuum-;h- -Nuouuponupmqtﬂncmd q --
at the Jolly Bargemen, M sll’ »bow rather .m by the i AT
« pmquy'p pmm. w@n m ﬂ.nt mmun Jeageers l.n
- Mins Havuhu'- hm, ﬂu !iwn ol tb( barrister Ais uprund
: ‘umnum: S g -
1t L. He wes s burly siss of an excesdingly dari complexion,
A ‘ " with sn oxcesdingly Lavge hesd.and s corresponding
: -, © " lerge hand, uomkncbuubufaucbmm
2 I . tusned up my face to have a look at me by the light
g N ., of the ‘candle, + + o+ His eyes wepe set vesy deep 4in -
2 . bis head, snd were dissgieesbly sharp and suspicious, ]
. > . He had s lu'n watoh~ohain, and strong black dots.. . -
mnhubnrdmm-kounmhwom.utn: R, 2
"had let them, (94) - . - S
“In this dcnripm, Dickeps has mnsged to mut the -
, mrim m mmmmms of tho profassional barrister .
I of hie s, Jeguers; ke e nmnomw prbdonnor» |
mumm, A sbéid, ym..u-mm-a, mmr umwm, o
s m Mudnnpl-m in «m wn pt he umm Jnmm mu B

umm, u c}nim (] ntnon o! ﬂgg vn‘mw
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. classcs, and comes and goes at nocd in the home of Miss

“ ” - LI

e Havisham, Jhéaoﬁ: furthermore is "nu’picioua” and guafded
4 a;n-hiu manner, and.Dickonn shows us that like his
. colleague Tulkinghom, at the Bar of Bleak Houss, he is the
3 . ~ 3 “ - K

. : . keepor of many family lodrotl.
»

. i_ e Philip QNllin- 1l~particularly intorested 1n Dickens' ’ -

. - pecurring loual craatioﬁ% und is thorefora falcinntcd by

¢

Jngzern. Ha notoes thati o ' -
N \

. . Lawyora, as a profession noibhor varm the hearts .
h nor excite the admiration of. the great Dritish ' JJV/
. . publiocj the prejudice Dickens imbibed from his. '
. 'briqf experience of the legal world was reinforced
' . bya long tradition of popular and literary -
VoL hostility towards lawyers, vwho genorally appear |
. + o ¢+ in, may, Jacobedn and Restoration drams,
) and bighteenth century fiction . . . either as
. . mun:;jcrabbed halt-wiﬁl or, more ofton, AN
< unserupulous rogues. : N

o Thouzb Dickens! loaal~partrnit ¢nllory'd005 inclu&e‘lovzgll
advooatos who may be viowod ll similar to these -torooéypOl, ~
(Guppy, Bmallwcod Jrs, Vholon in g;oag ggla, Mr. Perker and .
hil clerk’ Luwton, lq‘ziggg_ga) Attornoy Tulktnshqrn, and
4 ovon more ®o Jngzorn, roﬁrouont by far tho molt oouprohonlivo
\, attempt by Diokonl to dalincnto and annlyz tho 10;11 nantal-
.ty Jaguarut rurthormoro, is the most complex 1nwy0r yot
o i\\‘ depicted by‘Dickens, to oonvoy ‘the nuthor'u bolict ﬁhat

ot dedication to the law does not have to entail a total renune
. ¥ ’ ' .

" oiation of Jdﬁtico and morality, ' ”
: . . U™ T _ a2

\‘ ©
6Philip 00111n-, Dickon- nnd Crime (Londons MacMillan,
1965)p ‘P 174. ‘
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In the same way as Tulkinghorn's home and'of?iéwhﬂan
L .

situated in ehe'heapt of the legal district of London, so “
{

Attorney Jnggéi‘n qgfica was located in the véry core J?fx

London's criminal quurbor, Newgate. As in the case of hil

Nt i ,o

‘ prodoceqsor, Tulkinghorﬁn the physieal environment of Attornoy
- ¥

Jaggers may be said to’ represent faithfully certnin h-poctq LAREN

of the legal system which hoxpervci. Jagger's office, known .

as "Little Britain" is,"as itl name 1mp110:, nnothor micro~-

¢ coln of the abynmal logal nexus, whioh iﬁ turn opitomizo-

- . Victorian society: - .
3 "+ . *. " Mr. Jaggers had duly gent me his address; it was :
: Little Britnin, and he had written it after his - . g
card » +' +» And stop we presently.did, in a gloomy
streot, at certain offices with.an _open door, &
. whereon was painted Mr. Jaggers » . . Mr. Jaggers' .
room was lighted by a skylight only, and was a most
g " dismal place; the skylight; eccentrically patched
. li%e a Wroken head, and the distarted adjoining
. ‘ houses looking as if_they had twisted themselves
- tQ poep down at me through it . » . Mr. Jaggers' -
own high~backed chair was o deadly black horsehair,
with rows of. brass nails round it, like a coffin;
and I fanoied I could see how he leaned back in it
and bit his forefinger at the oliontn. (178-180)

3 o The 1mpga of Jagqeru beinz “nniled" into his chair is

= yet anothor way in which Dickonn uooa Lav as being "hemmed in"

1Y

=+ by the very abructuro of the Victprda# world. ‘ CoN .

Jaaxer- hau ‘been labollqd "the rLchn-t of nll Dickon" -

characters who 1ive for the oxo:vtle of pﬂﬁﬁr-’7 Hdwovor,
y . 4 ”
7F.R. and Q.D, Loavu,w (ﬂnmondlworthl ¢

P.n‘uin' 1932)' pl 4030

Fl '




— -~ that}! (153-158)
Nt

’ e . -
it is insufficient to note the power he exerts without ques-

ﬁa_iing its nature and its source.. The power whi_ch Jaggers
‘manifests is the power of the Law, that institutionalized
'aocitél chess game in \;l;.ich the most adept manipulntor'u -gh‘e
most ‘valuable player, Jaggers' per;onality, :I.:llu.-;L that of his
predbgeuor 'rulkin"‘ifﬁc‘)m,’ Ni- well-suited fgr this "éme g0

-im;e he displays a”crgit capacity for self;di'loipline “and

&  cdpacity to irespond to people with suspic.:lon. Further-
moro,“;‘hnﬂts is confident in his cnpacity'to know what is.

best for othorag, thi;ujh like Tulkinghom, J;ueu is constantly.
.sﬁﬁing or blocking off his .personal voice, He too is hap;’)y

to function most of the time as a technician of the law,

: d‘oﬁyinf the hwi{m ;?5-;\6“‘-05 he may feel. Like Tulkinghom,

Jaggers is at times repiniscentt®of the "sergeant-at-law"
mentality, so crucial in -olidifyiuz the Common Law., -

"My ngme,' he siid, 'is Jaggers, and I am a lawyer

v 4in London., I am pretty well known. I have unusual
business to transact with you, and I commence by
explaining that it is not of my origipating, If .
‘my advice had been asked, I should not have been
hiere. What I have to do as “the confidéntial agent

« of another, I-do, )g less, no more . . . . We
come next to more details of arrangement, You
must known that although I use the term 'expect~
ations' more than onge, you are not endowed with
expectations only., Qzan is already lodged in my .
hands a_sum of money ‘amply sufficient for your
suitable education and maintenance. You will-please
consider me your guardian., Ohif for I was going to
thank him, I tell you at once, I am paid for my
services, or Nshouldn't render them , . . Understand
that I express no opinion, one way or the other, on
the trust I undertake,- I am paid for undertaking it, ,
and I do so, Now understand that finally, Underatand

h?
o
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Jaggers attempts to be non-committal, to detach hiuself’
-fron human - yinterchange, and to retreat behind the facade of
business. The manner in which Jaggers speaks is staccato- /
1ike or jagéeh. However, though Jaégers‘does\pharo these
features with oth:r attgineyp depicted by Dickens, and
alﬁhouch hl- overall brq-zftation- is at first voé& (guinia-
cent of Tulkinghorn, Jaggers achieves a great deal more ‘
"emotional -and in;zinative ganerosity,”s in the course of
the novel. This is due to the fact that the arbicrary
nature of British Common Lavw is conathiuz which Jaggers
underutnnda and never denies. The nttorney, do-pite his -
wark within the law, irefuses to relinquish his own porlonal
.attempt to reconcilo‘thg lcgal syute- he scrvol with t@o
-ofal iustico he knows it iacks. Though Jagto?a seems to

'tailorﬂ‘gach case, tognako of each problea a different

.. pattern or configurution, his own perlonal integrity and

dosire to attain duntice ars noe sacrificed:

e » o my guardian had a woman undor examination

. or ciross~examination . . . I don't know which . . .

- and was striking her, and the bench, and everybody
with awve, If anybody, of whatsoever degree, ‘said a
word that he didn't approve of, he instantly required

. to have it taken down! If anybody wouldn't make an
admission, he spid, 'Now I have got yaul' The
magistrates shivered under a single bite of his
finger.- Thieves and thieftakers hung in dread
‘rapture on ‘his words,-and shrank vhen a hsir of

]

w
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his eyebrows turned in their direction.  Which side
_he was on, I couldn't make out, for he seemed to me
to ‘be grinding the whole place in a mill; I only A
knew that when I stole out.on tiptoe, he was not on
the side of the bench, for he was making the legs k

of the old gentleman who presided quite convulsive- 1
' , under the table by his-’denunciations of his conduct -

“ ' as the representative of British law and justice in
g that chair by-day (181; 220) ]

. o

The discrepancy which exists between law and justice is

. 1Emonstrated by Jaggers in Court, ﬁhough he plays the legal

. zame brilliantly. Dickens sh?ws us that Jaggers is considered
pfiestly or Fgaviou;—likd'gy éis clients, and that they are

é | . ‘;nQped\his'prostrwte\féllowers. Dickens shows us thét¢333¢ers'» ,}

i pnp;cribed rituals of the law do rot necéaa;rily entail i

Justica, but that he renains a malter at "making" of case; .

what he wants, and castigating the Bench when he so desires.

Dickens -assesrts too that despite its failures. the law is a

systom or structure which demands discipliﬁe ;ﬁd théiefore

provides a modicdm'oﬂ stability. It iayﬁithin the system that

some attempt 'to affirmm justice and’-'personal conqc:l.oquogr can

o R be attemptgd. Dickens' prévious hovel shoyed that a situation

. . of anarchy -will not achieve this affirmations it éin only

r'further imolate the elenonts 1aw and Jjustice. For these rei-onl,
the law.is a ayabem particulhrly appealing to & man I%ke thzerl,
and althouah the attorney never donioa the inadequaciea and the
corruption of the ay-ten, he seens pertectly willing Eo f&no- :

tion within 1ts bounds, As John Lucas’ remarka, Jacgern ‘"

é
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accepts his conpiic:lty in a less-than-perfect system, though
he’ never becomes botally nubduod by it. His effort is directed
“‘boward reconstibut:l.nz the legal.game with as much moral juat:l.ce
as posnibloz | .
Altogcther the preuntati.on of Jaggers manages alnost
miraculously to hold a balance between despair and
optimisms ' the cost of his sort of involvement is
' enormous, but it is not definitive. ‘Jaggers is deep-
ly harmed by his commitment to the 'dirt! of life,
yet_his identification with it acts as a rebike to
" Pip's drsam of frieedom and unsoiled expectations.

The bonds that-tile Jaggers chafe..but they do not
:de"t”y’ [ N

N 1

. :'Iagce:"s, justifies his work within the legal system by hi-t
recognition that .tl_\ouih the Common Law is a corrupt edifice,
it remains the ‘only forum within which certain human dramas

}: ‘be salvazed. éuvaiinc iuaividﬁll fates ..;; somehow
insuring at leaat surviul, if not t.otal vindication of ju-- T
ti&e, seems to be Jagzon' overridins ¢oal. In a manner
, isgent of Lady HaoBeth, Jauou wuhep and ncmbs £rom
J:ands the abject dury and .'Lnjult:lca wi.th whi.ch he
is confronted gvcry day :I.n Britain'. legal sma. “The -
-tmctnre of the law never l.oavpn J aggen, who hu internal~.
J.zed 8o much of :l.ts method; but t-ho atbomay wul nqﬁ ovorlook
the- fact that thic -tmmn nay Allow t’or some ¢oo¢ to bo i

’v. “‘\ .

ﬂ"“,ﬂ




that spontaneous, frank contact with other hudan boincn il

. precedents; and very cli'rly indicates that na@ural hunan

‘aiiorti‘

' ’ .
iigp- , SR
, . S
L
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He conducted us to Gerrard Street, Soho, to a house
~-dolefully in want of painting, and with dirty

windows-~- . . «» There was a bookcase in the sroom}

"I saw from the backs of the books that they were L
. about: evidence, criminal law, criminal biography, N
trials, acts of Parliament, and such things, . . o

I embrace this opportunity of remarking that he '////<<
washed his glients off, as if he were a surgeon
or a dentist., He had a closet in his room fitted
up for the purpose, which smelt of the scented
soap .+ . o and he would wash his hands, and wipe
them and dry them all over this towel, whenever he
came in from a police court or dismissed a client
from his.room, (229-230) ,

Through the figure of Attorne J;zcors, Dickens progresses
in his eritique of English law, which he began in Bleak Houss
and continued 1n‘A Tale oé Two Cities. The law is a vasg
luperatrucwro, qbnuivo in nature. The pric;, fo; 'bhole who .
follow the logal calling and those who work_ uithin thi- aronl, ’
is pxtremely high. 'The law acmaﬁdn a complete dodication.

%
It insists that one sees life thvouzh "dirty wtndowl;” and

abandoned or "washed off." The law oxacts upou it- tollower-

a ruthlonn dedication to its labyrinth-liko maze of rulal and

qnotionn trust for othorn, and indeed any type of 1ndividual
ol bo left at home,. . However, thu'iudividual can

attempt to assert moral ju-t&ca throuah 1ng;v1du%1 action and

ummy. rton uvu’m- 1ife in this .ou-m-ruon. In

gg Eggoctat;ggg tha toll will not be as coutly- .ARA S
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Jaggers' young clerk, the ‘enthu%c and delightful

Wemmick, quite clearly leaves his huma onsci,oumen at home,
and distinguishes between his lecal. and private :u.fe. WaLick '

would appear to be a very close counterpprt to ‘l‘ho-u 'traddlu,

the delightful companion of David Co ield.  Traddles -

becomes a lawyer and minor magistrate by the conclusion of

that novel, but he alvays retains his gqod-hatu;'od husour,
genuine emotion: and lpoutﬁoity,‘bocmu of his pich fumily )
1ife, which is kept carefully guarded from his professionsl
The name Wemmick too is -uuutivo of 2 mild-mannered
follow, and mild-mannered ho is conparod to Jmon, thouﬂz

the senior attorney has pmvidcd a model of legal profcniguul
conduc?' wh:l.ch is clonly Mtn‘bod in the office. "I sat down

in tho cuantnl chcs.r phcod ovey an:hut ur. Jauom' chair

e 50 Icalledto-indthatthuclork ‘had tho samo nir of <
’ . 4

* knowing -ouething to sverybody clu’a d:ludvmtuo as hi;
_ .nnter had. .+ o «o" (186) Mr. wuu!.ck is a character with
many qua:l.i.t:l.n vhich are npproprhw *o :l. chonn culunz, o

and Dickena brillianbly d‘ocr:l.bol how tha denandiu‘ atono- A ’-;

‘ nuon, tho Law, had o-phpsind t-hou tnnturu u pcnd f-o tho

~" .

n:llder onca, in Woud.cko

ﬁuttng my eye- on nr. Wm:l.qk u no wmt ;:I.m; to .
ee what he.wss. like in the 1ight of day, I found ..
h:hn to be a dry man, rathér short in -uwn, mh'-h RS
. uq,uan wqedﬁn !’nct, whna oxprauhn pqmﬂ td L Co

\ oo !
. N




have been imperfectly chipped out with s dull-od‘d .
chisel, There were some marks in it that might
have been’ dimples, if the material had been softer
and the instrument finer, but which, as it vas,

. \Were only dints. The chisel had made three or l’our
of these attempts at embellishment over his nose,
"but had given them u wstbout an effosrt to uooth
them Off s 0 o0 (187 ] .

_‘n

Though the d:l.-piu are mly " dints" 117 rii significant. ﬂut /

-~

Dickens can porceivo tho- within this legal f:lguro, ﬂwnby
tntifyinc that Wo-niok'n qhoice of tﬂe legal profou:l.on has
not robbed him of his humanllty or Mtcgrity. . . e

'rho dimples and ohnr on Wn-ick'n face hnvo to be lcft,
.however, for the tins ‘d'un he :Ls muy fron the shadow of
Newgate. It 5.- —onl.y in his conscioun.‘ly-crntod Gurdm of
Bdou that wculink may :lndulu in h:l\n /ntslifo and di.l.Plly

ﬂmo anpects of his chanc'bai' l'or whigh there is.n0 room in

ﬂw logo:l. roalm, It is in t«ho ¥Castle" (im. the {wu wh!.ch

tho young ottomay hu m‘uat:lnly md oonnimti.ously
plumad .lonn ‘the 1:I.nu ot - nuoval cutl.o) thab Wo-u.ck .
mnu thc inner nlf ot’ mmtb, tmuy dovotion, manoo,
md, hwnn !.nvolvmnt uhuh t}u pmt’outonnl 1ife of the lav
douioy Bavbara lurdy, in her lwdy mm Art of Dickens,
notcd that “N.ckcn- wu intumiml ;n ﬂm oond;ltiomd clunctor, ‘
bwb :I.Mludu in his’ ﬂcﬂcm o mt:hmin‘ fmbuy about tln
um, au um:oadud.pnod vnlm.* 10 w-m«:k thouh ﬂnry -

P
|
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regulsr in everything,” (317) and thoroughly conditioned by
‘fﬁ | .- Yhe demagds of the legal profession, -\un ‘manifests an

E ¢onorolity and ‘POMANCO §

.
Moo : . , . s
. . R e

l

uncbndit:l.onod fnntuy, and an mlullmuble spirtt ot

| 2‘

‘ Nos the office is one thtug, nud]pr.tnta 1ife is auotlur,

‘When I go into the office, I leave the Castle behind me,
and when I come :into the cutl.c, I leave the office

behind me, If it's not in any wiy disagreeable to you,
- you'll oblige me .by doing the same. I don't wish it '

professionally spoken sbout! , ., .. Wemmick's house was
a little wooden cottage in the midst of plots of garden,

and the top of it was cut out and painted like a battery

mounted with guns , » 'Iu-rovn ongln%ny
own carpenten and my own Mor, and my own or,
and my own jack of all trades,’ said Vemmick, in acknow-
ledging my complimasnts. 'Well, it's a good thing, you
know. It brushes the Newgate cobwebs away, and pleasss
the Aged,’ » » o+ Wommick was up early in the moming

» » o Our breakfast was as good as the supper, and at
half=-past eight ppoeinoly we started for Little Brin!.n.
By dqgrou Wesmick got dryer and harder as we went ‘-

42Ung, and ‘his mouth tightened into s Pgst office sgain. -

At 1last, when we got to his place of business.and he
pulled out his key from his pocket, ta looked as un~
conscious of hisAalyorth property as if the Castle and
the drawbridge and the arbour and the lake and the
fountain and the Aged had all been b1m<aw space
Y (zz -228) ‘ , |

o Byilv:ln Manning has noted m.t. "the wJ-uou who cm-muy
sdvises Pip to amass w(rtnbu Pmom is r&ho mechanical . ‘
) in-tmont ot' m-. Jucan md the world 1n' wh:lch .juuuco nuun

,,,,,,

pmportynconnoiou-, mp&cm M lacking in’ huun dopth. '
wtmu this r»ln hu u nmiy thd umt 9! ﬂu hﬂl :y-ua
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! : 3 ‘nettles, and torn by brun; who lisped and shive

| / . | -il3{- . o~
. nnd m& Q‘Jhorc to its pabty characteristics. The Wemsick
who *'uvqfu aspart from this vast legal structure, can and does
.duphy; iutu:&ity, creative and artutic energies, and’throuw
his mma-mp vory much contributes to the growth and devel~
opment of Pip's character. Sylvia Manning l}u remarkesd that
"o Bes things rightly, Pip must leamn the meaning of umtcui
\ nhi.zophmic oxi-tmco. 12 In fact, Pip sust come to uqltu
’tho vast dincmpuncy which exists . bo/tucen tho appurmo and
Ahe realities of life, Hc ﬁlsb }Qnm that cho juacico inbannt

!

* in h.m should not be a source of -hm to him,

L ,’l It i.a ‘for this necessary lcsm that Abel mcwitch
: retusms, and reveals himself as Pip's benefactor. Magwitch
£ , tﬁc has led a schizophrenic or Avi;lod 1{fe.. In England the

mv:lct wasi

A fearful man, all in coarse grey, with a groat im

on his log, A man with no hat, and with broken shoes,
and with an old rag tied round his head, A vho
* hed been soaked in water, and smothered in mud,
lamed by stones, and cut by flints, snd stung by

and glared, and growled , '+ ., {10)
In ohon, the omwut was a m.uy tnrn&bwr‘lrﬁuuu‘d‘
crntuuo In Aunwnua, on thr other hnnd, mmd.tnh had boen

;e . g;-w. tbc nppnrtuniw to prove yu vorth, ‘and mcondod |
i \' | l-n mw&uc oub u,nw LM. for hin olf. :r}w tpmrcqnx&ct,l
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K " spurned by lo-callod "uccopublq" socioty, ironically has

¢ fashioned h:l- own gmt:lmm
'I've heen a sheap-hmr, tock~-breeder, other -
.trades hesides, avay in the World, 7T swore that
time, sure as over I earned ja guinea, that guinea
should go to you. I swors 4rtervards, sure as ever
I lpae'lptod and ‘got rich, you should get srich , . ..
And then, dear boyy it was a recompenn to me,

> look'ee hore, to Wb that ¥ _vas making
N ¢mtlomun. (343~

*

'

_ A srucisl part of the lnlon which Pip learns concerning
' | ' ’th‘ diqcnpancy between law and jutuo is ﬂﬁat mgwucmu
| ‘ not \on:ly paid tor h:ln pue d-dnomr-, but bu in .‘.Act und
M.l oppormwy to become m bxtrmly induubriou- md talmtod
; . mbo‘r of society. In adobting the am.-e and -nobbuh valuu
-~ | '_of the gentleman olass, | |
j"omtml" and ther¢fore, as » mo or mb-bu(un onaturo to
bo tgntod wwh con
* 13tayt! said I, "Knp offs 1f. you ‘sro- grateful to me
C o for what I did when I was & little ohild, I hops you “lj
: : ~ have shown your gratitude by mending your way of 1ife
~ \ "+ o » I cannot wish to renew that chance intefiourse
: ‘ : ' with you of long ago, under thess different oircum-
stanbes. I am glad that thinking I.deserve to be
' ' thanked, you have come to thank me., . But ous. ways
foo o are different ways) none the less.' (342) o |
| np anu that M- vhy m mkwlgch'l waro indend "dl.uomt,
| . Mugh bolnc in faot mn ‘r@i»lpl mn :Lndna sope lumane
IOERACE kgm Pip, the erpioa w.oéomn mmm::, was, The orucial .

: '.l’ 03 "IW“B’I btm ﬂlp m-mm 0£ N.p!u npuuuom"

p at uns sees mgwi.tch u tha

‘ ptc




p_a"rt"of D:I.ckan-‘. Not only does Pip begin to comprshend. tluf‘ V“
the legal or socisl definiticn of pho term "oriminal® is &
mrrmv and a facile ono, but indeed hil fomrl.y co-phcmt ’

and traditioml“wbimdn to the luc:l. £ramework are. upnt« ; his

“ chu.dhood inclination towards :lult:l.co rotupns., ° \ 3
" o B - * Though Muwitch has more than ndomd himself by any codo, .
’ & _the C M stood in the statuts books,does not .
, recognfre that s human boing is’ mut.‘l.od to 1life and & just
/] , respect for that 111’0. Bince Magwitoh has rotumod £rom
1 ‘ Australia, he is by naprrow legal douuition s convicud
if’l ‘ ~ £elon, Neither acbion on hu part nor noul n‘wunfa can -
‘ | 'nlur the fact, snd mo tho pma:wr whtch he has to l’nco is
* " / dqth ttulfo tormey Jan’n, nntor ,of the tnbricmiu of
i ? the l.aw, gives P ?\vn inkling tpf-o the con-trtcm ruminx
upon which the uightay house ot ﬂu Coupn Luw pmu. #Take
. nothing on its lookss take everythisg on mm., There!s: - -
o better rulst! (360), And, in accordasce ¥ith this nuoml.n‘,
-the verdict ruwdiu'”nwitch'l nw.m-indnd od 48 a tonzom
cmlun:lon » PO mtur how nunnuy undun and inhusane
- - tlut dudcmnm ‘, T ’ L | o \' ‘

oL } comnicutod to Ma I,tcb v 2 0 in New louﬂz Wales.

’ '» » o the gsution ﬂut he must not expsct me ever vo
deviates from the strict line of fact. s +» o He appeared
to me to have obscursly hinted in his létter at some

_ ‘distant ides of sesing you in Englind here., I cautioned
him that I must hear no more of that; that he was adt.
© at all 1ikely to obtain s pardons that ho was expat-
: nnt-d for ﬂn tom o!\bh 'mmnl utc, md that \Mp
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o prnonting himself in this country would be an act of
, felony, rondoring him liable to the extrems pomlt«y

i of tha law o » 00! (360) .

. .5 ‘l’houzh tha rcachr in udo to feel ﬂu ﬂuunt, bmtal

vhlation of husan iutosruy imposed by law 1» this penalty

for mbumod oxpntmtn, Pickens' g:bnprohonuva Wumn
of tha w.ctorlm attit.udo tmurd arj.ni.naln and the :uuuw

in obu.tninx either justice or nqpouuiblo action from the
Courts, does not amt tbon. Bert Homnback, in his study of

v Dtclmu, has notod ﬂw aptness of m‘w:l.ech'a firat name. "mgwuoh

~

" has always been a vioctis of society and of the corrupt ynrld
" : . Over which society prasides, B}kniticmtly, he is the name~

" make of the Eirat victim, Abel, the'son of Adam.t' Bom in
ibbunco and bgvortjy, nuﬁu;;; hag little choice but Yo tread
dangerotie ggth-, and was t«bar;t'on' pndinpou?d. to fall pny'
4o # man such as Compeyson. 7The compassion which Dickens nakes
his readers fni‘tonrd nuwitoﬁ is equalled ehly by tho

" disgyst whioh we|fesl at the inadequacy of the Inw to oompn-
IR h-gw—m

7 a m«sum
'I'ye heen

neo ovorythtn; to, protty well.,except
hanged, T've bhesn locksd up as much as silver

"« tea~kittle, I've been oartod hers and carted there
» o o and stuck in_the stocks, and whipped and
worried and drove , . . Tramping, begging, th:l.ovl.nc,
VOWI whm I OW“ ve oo (371-7 ) .

. ﬁ,' \ ) J
R .

Ypers o, uomb-cu. %Wum -
m-mm “"‘”’ o V.Pey 1972}, po 1330 ..

.
Bt ¢ , . . . »~
| - . ; .
H PR , .
, . el . o . '
. . . v .




. LS " Ry 24 ;T:zlx%r‘ s £ !e%;;ww”?%}\aym va S

4 ‘ Eal SRV Y i

‘ o ;

The law doss indead take th;s\pnst history into consider- -
atio;, but only as further evidence of the incorrigibility of
Magwitch's character., Nowhere is the diucrcpancy between law
w  and jubtioo’QQEQ\krnzenly aiemplifiad than in Mazwibch;n “

" account of his trf&&\nnd Compeyson's. As F.R. Leavis has

‘explained, "Tha arbitrariness of 'Ju-tice' in this lociety
et ,
_ia again emphauizad by'tho greater consideration uhown for

N . the ranllyf,ﬂciouu Compoylon than for hiu/pool.“14 In thil‘

~

instanco Marxist critfj T.A. Jackson's cnmmqpt nyxnrdina Law

in the bouznaoll order ‘muat be neoted, "Whnt has not been .o
(-/

_agremedied, and Will not bo no long as tho bourgeqil order

AN

h?lta, is the fundnmentnl wronc upon which the whole prctontiou.
« - cdificpfbf the Law hnl boon roared . ., . the wronc impfioat in
' *And innepnrable from a olan--divided ltate of lonieﬁy . .."15

b ‘ Mngwitoh himaolf boat oxempliélol the. failure of the legal

D

<3bruoture to P1p| a failure which Dioﬁtns 1ndeod‘ro¢ardl as
inevitable ro 1onn as the law rumninl an in-trument in lafo-
cuardinc clauu intereatsl

e 'Compoyaon says to me, 'Separate defonoces, no
. communication,' and that was all. And I was so
N ‘miserable poor that I mold all the clbothes I had, .~
. exoapt what hung on'my back, afore I could get
. : Jaggors « » oo, Whon we was put in the dock, I
@ ‘ ~ neticed firat of all what a gentleman Compeyson .

-
S

IALOOViﬂj po 412. .9

15T.A. Jackaon,

., Radical (New York: Haskell House, 1971), p. 270, h
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. : , lookod, wi! his curly hair and hia black clothes.

G ¢ + o+ When the prosecution opened and the evidence

L was put short, aforehand, I noticed how heavy it all
bore on me and how iight on hime + & » And wheén it came
to speech-making, warn't dt Compeyson as could speak
to 'em + +os ahl and wi' verses in his speech, too
e + o ond warn't it me as could only say, 'Gentlemen,
this man at my side is a most precious rascal?! . » .

. And when we were sentenced, ain't it him as-gets A
seven .year, an_me fourteen, and ain't it him as the . 2 |
judge im morry for, because he mightd done so well,
and ain't it me as the judge perceivos to be a old
offender of wiolent passion, likely to co?e to wgruo?'

375=77

Once again, Law in its presumptious.and tradition~-tied .
N ? s . » \

guise has chosen to adhere to "fdgﬁs,"»to the “9rtioulato

I e e = Y
P
3

iy B4

é;r
;
3
t i

gentlemen' who relate thoir\arcument-J-o'-eductivoly, and to k. |
. VAR | i
‘time-proven precedents which dictate the indisputable guilt :

of provioun offenders, It is thereforo no surprise that the 0
) \
law deals so harshly with Magwitch, who without doubt, has -

broken one of its presoriptions by darinu to return to Englanik\ s
:@ ¥
fwhile ltill a felon. To ldd insult to injury,the law also - -

J‘ ; , [ , 3

succeeds in depriving Macwitc? of his daopa-e desire to make - \
\ y,( s R

' Pip a gentleman. Anthony Babington, in his oritical history S |

of criminal law in England, hll authenticated Dickonl' use of i
this detail in the utrucﬁnro\of Pip's fallon oxpoobation-.

b "In ndditiog to any other penalty a court may 1mposo, a
conviotion for felony nolulted -dn the automatic torfoituﬂo »

to the Crown of tha defendant's entire property and poss=-

n16 ' ! ' ’ -

\ o esniona,
) P ‘ ' ‘

léhnchony Bublncton 'h o English Dastille: A llisto of w
ewgate Gpol and Prison éondib ons in knglan - j o
%Londén: MacDonald, 1971), ps 39 ! ! '

-
S
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S . . | )
Though Magwitch's integrity has been recognized by Pip,
h N .

though hi? physical condition at the time of his capture and
‘triaI' is pitiable, and deapi£e the fact that leniency toward
him would not interfere with anyone 011:, .that cruel and
unyinlding uyntem of law demnndl compliances |

That he would be leniently treated, I could not hope.

lle who had been presented in the worst light at his -

trial, who had since broken prison and been tried

again, who had retumed from transportation under

a life sentence, and who had occasioned the death

g of the man who was the cause of his arrest. . . .

T He lay in prison very ill, during the whole interval -
between his commlttal for trial, and the coming
round of the sessions. » » « And but for his illness
he would have been.put in irons, for he was regarded
as a determined prison~breaker, and I know not what else.
' The, trial was very short agd.very clear.  Such things.
as could be said for himyeére said..how he had taken to
industrious habits, and had thriven lawfully and reput=-
ably. But nothing could unsay the'fact that he haqa -
returned, and was there in presence of the judg

. Jury., IMyas fﬁﬁon.ible to try him for thit, and _do
otherwise thnn find ‘him guilty. (480-490)

5 Diokenn challengo- the very basis of mhn-mnde 1aw in hi-
. analysis of Magwitch's last trial. Ho*queltionl the lucal
‘ontnblilhmont'l yighq to judge and condemn human boingu.

ﬂoﬁ on{y has Dickens demonstrated the ineffici;ﬁcy, corruption,
and futility in obtninlﬁg Justice and truth through the '
rituals of the legal artifice, but he fervently d-nio;‘iho
rights ovor life itmelf which' Ian-nado codes denund for ‘
g thcpaolvo-. Ultimutoly, tho Law which protonda ntt in
d“dll‘nt of others, the Law of the roaln, with d-tocﬁi and

!
13 /

a .



corruptions each more glaginzéﬁhan the other, the Law which

robs its pradtitioners of the will to individual assertion '

" of human conscience, the Law which can be bought and mani-

pulated as a commodity by the monied ¢1asaei, must aﬁd will
' ¥ ) .
be judged by a higher Law that does not errs

The whole sc;;e starts out again in the vivid colours .
e of the moment, down to the drops of April rain on the
windows of the court, glittering in the-rays. of April
sun. Penned in the 'dock, as I again stood outside it
at the corner'with his hdnd in mine, were the two
and thirty men and women . . . some defiant, some
stricken with terror, some sobbing and weeping, - .
.some covering their faces, some staring gloomily -
about., There had been shrieks from among the women
convicts, but they had been stilled and a hush had
succeeded . . . a great gallery full of people , ¢ o
a.- large theatrical audience . « . looked on as the
*  two and thirty and the judge were molemnly confronted
: «e o oo The sun was striking in at the great walls of
& . the court, through the glittering drops of rain upon
the glass, and it made a_broad shaft of light between :
the twoeand«thirty and the judge, linking both together,
and perhaps reminding some among the audiﬂg::r:jw both

s were passing on, with absolute equality, the greater
_.4. Judgment tha oweth all things and cannot o s 0
Then, they were all formally doomed . . «» (490=-92)

]

a

' Dickens shows us that English Common Law has been dise

'

charged and has satisfied its yearning for rotribution.' It ,'

,a*;;hh‘ succeéded in iti-qpil to protect society frez(pffcndor-.

:N%hdu bbndomqqﬂ %hirty-tyo men and women to’pny'tho penalty

for daring to upsot the social orders But Dickens clearly

,f demonatxétaa:tq hin ia;der-‘:hat decency, morality, ahd a true

spirit of justice hdve not been served. o~ ¢
Y ey, 1 . , B ‘s R . . o




L, 1 In a manner similar to the concluding vision oi’ A Tale

| f Iwo Cities, Dickens lpealu of redemption in its Chrint:l.an
sense., Apr:l.l is 1ndeed the month of redemption; Magwitch has .
. "redeemed! himself many times over; cand even Pip, in his £inal ‘
devotion to Magwitch, has "redeemed” himself from the stifling X
o pretgngiqna of Victorian ronpeét'nbility which he had formerly
:hnl'a:l.bad. ‘Pip has, in fact, ev;:lvod a dofinition of Jult:l.ce
which imbueu ‘law or l:l.tintion with a much nora profound sexue
of right. It seems ﬁo me appropriate and indoed highly n
( :icnifioant that by tho conclusion of thia noval,_) Jauarﬂ too
,i‘“ \adm:!.tted_‘to ‘P.t;.)-his‘ own iyoli"bary ‘act .of "redemption" £;'qm
the exigencies of the system h; serves, by ct;mfé;nihg t;w A
aission of charity which He had once undertaken. This mission,’
too; demonstrates Jaggers' attempt to infuse .1 ;le'qgnéy‘;’
and compqanidn dnto a lez;f structure; |
" _ Jaggers, in telling Pip how ho had procuud Sctcila,

dmghter of Magwitch ‘and hil houukeeper, for Miss . Havi'hm, }

= admite that he had "nlvazed" one ‘1ife from che aquﬁor, the~ -
unth:lnking negleot, and the bmtal:l.ty of- the Victorian world.

‘ In a sense, this mission has been tho one 1n¢tance in h:l,l
’l“ oo life in which Jaggers botnyu his legal tuin:l.nc, abandons
’ ‘Ml hab:l.tual air of dotaohnont, refund to "wuh off® hi- (( o

‘ cl:len{tn, and actl -pcmmooully, with the synpathy and ‘¢ |
: ,. . htccrity of a ganuin*ly toca.’l. muv.tdual. Ja&nu! explanation
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of his action is the most significant and most comprehensive
condemnation of the inadequacies of the legal systenm andwthe
society it serves. It reveals his determination‘to'ettein
justice through individual action? ‘

'Put the case that he (the attormey) lived in an ‘
8 .. .atmosphere of evil, and that all. he saw of children S
. was their being generated ‘in great numbers for
.. certain destruction. Put’ the case that he often
“ ° / maw_children solemnly, tried at a ‘eriminal bar, where
they were held up to be seen; put the case that he
habitually knew of théir being impiiscned, whipped,
. ‘transported, neglected, cast out, qualified in all
' * ways for the hdngman, and growing up to be hanged..
, ; Put the case that pretty nigh.all children he saw
os . in his daily bueine-e 1ife, he had .reason to look
: ' upon as.so much spawn; to develop into the prosecuted,
. -.defended, forsworn, nede orphans, bedevilled somehow
- n <, + o« o+ Put the case, Pip, that here was one pretty
‘ . little child out of the heap #ho could be saved . « .+ -
. ' For whose sake would you reveal the secret? gm». . ’
. > But, add the ¢dse that you had loved her, Pip, and
. " had made her the subject of those 'poor dreams?
. .~ “*which have at one time. or another, been if the . 4 .
. * ‘heads ‘of more men than ypu think likely, then I CoL N
. tell you you had better , . . and would much sooner =~ ~ .=~
' when ‘you had thou¢ht well of it « o chop off that
bandaged left hand of yours with your | andaged right
hand, and then pass the chopper on to eunigy thereg;

: 7 bo cub thas off, tool! (44445). - .- !
| Thouch Jakcerqueentinuee to preetice lew. theuch Pip will
_.continue to live within the 1e¢e1 frenehovk of the Vicéb‘ien
world, both . men, manege to\efeirm a pereonel,pounienent
to 1i£e. moral deceney, and Juetice-, Thé vietory of law ;
.- | devoid of oonecience 1. a hollew one. in ehil noxgl; ‘the true
ﬁ ,. “er:lueph belmce to the eﬁhe of duetd;ee wh;lch 4! wonﬂmed. o \
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* In Bleak House the Law, through its dtlays and obsessive

nature, frustrates any attempt to achiove moral justice and
ri.zht?‘ The law, in that egrly no 01, remained for Dickens a
terr&le restricting forco, zoveming the living by past

precedent, and allow:l.nz for vory littlo positive assertion of

human decency. That novel, a product of Dickens' pessimistic.
stage, nust be seen as ‘s very early point in D:quoni[ 'di-lguliion"

! -
'

of the Justice-Law conflict. B
A Tale of Two Cities marks a -iunificane new doynrture
in nickena' treatment of the Juutice-l.aw quesbion. Though
\.nuticns;ons of 1itigation and codes of l.aw, whether thoy be
feudal in nature (those of the Ancion Régime) or revolutionary
in origin (thosa of the Ro’volucionnry Tribunal)‘ still are
disappointing) individual notion--purbicularly that of Sydney

Carton eks t“o affi.u Jultice and nvuzﬁty. The recog-

" nition o;t.Jandamtal human rights overlooked by roprouive

- e

rég:hnu. can be re-art:lcnhtad u:kth conncimtioul husan effort,
‘!ho death of Carton, as vell as tho violence of f.ho anolut:ton,

are tran-cended in D:lclmu' 3
)’E .

sion of justice’ 1n this novel.

The new, more opfd.uin'bi pos.t’tion taken) bir Diékoiu inl'

2

A, g; g z!g cigg.,u is' oonunued with even more puocon 1n; N

v In a nan. um novo:l. mhlno” nom

.‘:e‘ o b

ex v. e

m“”“"m’ *“'“““' “ 1944“4“:1 nnrb?, e?';fﬁﬁbﬁov

sty ‘*‘5.\‘\ .
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justice begun in the previous novel, for Pip, unlike Carton,

does not die in EM.- proceu. Pip's innate sense of hmn \/'

sympathy, wh:LJ.e temponrily supenoded by. Victorian mores,

does re-emerza in a viable sense of ju-tice andﬂ'upoot for

J.j.fe, by the end of the novel. Not only has Pip ,begun to ©

love Magwitch, but more important than tiis, Pip has begun to

£u11y appreciate the "injustice" 6!’ thé\ legal structure in its"

* 1:Lteral sense. Though lhcwi‘bch'lglife is demanded by law,

the hope!’ulneu of the concluding vision remains intact.

P:I.p is poorer in the material sense, by the conoluL_on} bu'b

he has "inhevited" a much more conprohona:lve and much more

human notion of law, thmg‘;\hu oxporionoe. , ' AN f:

The final optimism of _mw :l.l douomtutcd

by Jaggers. Attomey Jauon' confession o.‘.' his ulvu:l.az of -

Estella; coupled with the auuion the attomoy makes to his .

once "romantic" nature, tu'b:l.fy to the fact that Diclmu lti.ll

bol:l.ovn good faith and :l.ntcgrit;u:m oxint within even the’

Host brilliant of legal cheu-pinyon. N

Great Expegtations helped Di.okonu to nn:lvo st a more o~

optimistic outicok rogarding the possibility of obtain- B

dng justice. Wv so long 4 pussle to

- oéit:lou, ‘does :l.nny épﬁiou{ Qrt:l.culato " m wm ion
l‘houch it :l’h ditﬂm:l.t to -posml.qto upon tlm

pon:l.t:lvo V:lwton .
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will attempt to outline thou olcmenta of the Drood manuncript

"which 1ead me to believe that it too conveys Dickens' bolief

that ;just«ice will be attainod {;hmugh indiv:l.dual auertion,

despite the failures ‘of tho imposing legal 1nnb1tutionu.
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CHAPTER ¥ R
- | LAW_AND JUSTICE IN EDWIN DROOD "

-
’

Law and justice inform Dickens' last novel, The Mystery of

: ! .
O " Edwin Drood, as they do the earlier onea, Though English Common

Law is not being ovaluated in itself, the law as an
; » innb:l‘.tutionalvit?orce which restricts human action, and :hicl;-
8 dis'tonu basic human iqtegrity p’rgvidoa Dickens with the
. ’ themaeic focus for the complications of t.his novel. -
Though Tho Mxnte_x_'x of Edw:l.n Drood roitentu D:Lckom' ¢
view that 1legal institutions are ant:lthottcal t& life and’
human asscrtion, this last manu(uoript is by far the nont(

poaitive and most hopeful in its affirmation of justice through
‘ -

individual human intervention. The ilzotgg of Ldwin Drood, .

_even in ita indomploto-fp'm, 1. definit«oly the culmination of
Dickens' procrauion from a vim ot’ tomon, to one
':l:' wh:lch ho can envimsion a dnuni.w pcnihili.w of Justice and
i.ntonrity, avcn within the hxal t'mmework of Bnnlmd.

Tha funco of tho hw in WM Appuu

. | 1n ﬂw tom of a mrr&au unomnt or contnct, wh:lch ‘Bdwin

| .aml Rm!a Bud both :lnhprit.‘ ¥ Fdwin Dmod u qbiu.gml bo /}ry

lwn aud. n:l.noa thcu' :nham botnthud ﬂw oouyh

- . whon ﬂ“y w'NMiMrem whwgly ‘th.i{n oontnct, mwo
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engagement as -crippling; both refuse i”%°r°.t in the economioc .

forces  which this contract upholds. The will of the dead

o imposedi-upon the living, and tho parketuation of 609q3m£c

R R a2 Y N, R

1nterest;, urc'uphbld by thg inatitutdon of Law an¢,d>htﬁetri-

\

mental to the livos of those invalved: N

N\

EN s

: My dead and gone father and Pusny's dead and gone b

, . father muat needs marry us together by anticipation, |

- Why the = Devil, X waa going to say, if it had been .
reqpuﬁtiul'ib their memory ~ couldn't they leave us 2
alona?! . -

»

Rosa heprself does not yiaw with favour the prospect of her

?.7 ' betrothal, which 4n-dad5r1%§d by Dickajf'ns a legal fait. ,

~

lccompii, rather than a -romantic impulse: . : e

. An awkward interest-~attached to Miss Bud in the minds.
> of the young ladies, on account of ita being known
T T that a husband hias boen chosen for her by will and
3 bequest, and that herguardian is bound down to bestow
her on that husband whcn ho comes of age. (53) oo

— &

Though Rona'u guardian is indond "bound]doun" to bcltqw , ‘
‘ hcr upon Edwin, Attomey Growgious is by no moans a rigid, |
unsympathetic man, whose oni&'éoncorn is ﬁho discharge of his ' ?
" dutys  Attomoy Qvowutpun,.énthor, is Dickens' most sympathetio
‘a;d mos't positive attorney, mince Anc:l.thobg his basic integrity . =,
hnn boon ralinquinhod to iu 10:&1 trnininﬁ. nor hin umotional |

»

. oapacity dosbroyed. by the law. L . ' L

[T 2N ’ ~ . »
. . ’

(uamondwovths
1 ) \COJJ.O" th. "‘
re will be' Lidicated.




Thoush Grewgious at first appears to have no personality

or function other than that of his Profeasional duty, Dickens

~“does emphauiue the parsonal intogrity which has not been totully
-uporncded by loual training? ///

M Growgious had boen well-selected for his trust, as
a man of incorruptible integrity, but certainly for
other appropriate guality discernible on the nurfacatj
Hle was an arid, smandy man, who, if he had been put into
'& grinding mill, looked as if he would have ground
immediately into high~dried. atuff. lle had a scanty’
flat crop of hair, in color and consimtency like mome
very mangy yellow fur tippet; it was so unlike hair,
that it must have been a wig, (109) ., .

> ] . .
Despite Growgious' "arid, sandy" appéarance, Dickens emphasizes .

the poténtinl for decency and humaniby which this Attorney

dtlplayn.'-rhll olearly must be considered as a positive element .

for a legal oharaobor..j Yery muoh like the good~natured
Wemmick, who began from an oarly age to be hardened and

"woonon-liko" from hin axponugn to tho law, bub who rotainq a

dintinatly "human" aspect to %1- liﬂq! Gviwgioul too mnnitoutn

bqneath his exterior refined and sensitive’ touchc-a

The tibtlo play of tonturo thnt his fage prcuantod,
was cut deop into it in o few hard curvcu‘that made -
-4t mare 1ike work, and he had certain notéhes)in his
forehead, which 1ooknd\an-thouuh Naturs had ‘baen -
_about to-touch them into menmibility or refinement, .
when ‘she ‘had impatiently thrux away the chisel, and -
‘aadds 'I proally cannot Lo worpied to tiniuh ot! ;xiu
mm; J.dt m.m uo 1) ho u.! (109-110




»

_ mont or even Jaggers, who must "wash off" his human impulses

—

-129-

which is fo\d in total canformity to the abatract principles
and formulae of tho legal realm, Unliuo 'rulkinchom, who
refunn human contac¥, lmlike Stryver or Guppy who anviuion o '

all human relationships in terms of solt’-intoreuq or advance~.

while serving the leaal world, Grcwz;loul does not avoid human-
contact and does indoed wolcome the relationship with Ro}i and '
therefors tha emotional awakening which she 1nnpirn. Growgious
is beyond doubt Dickens! first legal character who luccu';i'ully
managos to in?ngmf;o decency and lawj the kindnesmss qui warith,

which Grewgious manifests is important for DickBns' progressdon !

from a notion of Llaw davoid of human oonsci‘onmosi to an

¢

affirmation of Juatice on the part of 3 oommittad, kind b
human- bcinm | ’ , . | .

» Mp, Grewgious, with a aense of not -having manmod hin -
.opening quite as neatly as he might have 'desired, PO

smoothed his head €rom back to front as if he had 1 8
juat dived, and were premsing the water out. Iliis voice e
was hard and dry as himself, and Pancy might have B
ground it straight like himeelf; into *high-dry atuff,
And yet, through the very limited means of expression ST
which he posmessed, ho soemed ‘to expreas kindness. ° o
_ If Naturo had tut finished him off, kindnoss might- o

. hava bcon moonfninblo in his faco at bhin nomm:.;/ (111)

i It is import:ant fop Dickom' pmuronnion l'mn .law a8 an.

~ inatitution ma!.nbaininc and’ p"\'pat-uaunu the, vomtad .'l.unrntm. '

e

~oto law as a vehicle for the ruuut:l.on of Junbi.co, Q nota

th;t« Diouma' lant l.nwyov ﬁwn, M;toomuy 0m¢ioul, is
more dubmlud t'm bhq coupnﬁu:lvn, htchly-mromnw npmm

N

!
i'.
!.
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of lav, Unlike Vholes' or Stryver, who are datarminod to roap {

the fruita of wealth and prentiga from 15w, Growgioul is mich

-

more raciring and much 1aas oompotibive. Grawgioua is a kind

of oasis of decency or nalﬁlonuncsa,in the legal realm, am
A N ~

" him home, Staple Inn, is an aged oasis in the mora,aagrhng}vo

world of llolhornt ' : .
X
Behind the most ancient: part of Holborn, London,
where certain gabled houses mome centurios of age
gtill setand looking on the publie way, as if
disconmolately lopking for the 0ld Boume that .
has long run dry,-is a little nook composedof two
irrogular quadrangles, called Staple Inn, It im
one of those nooks where-a few smoky sparrows e !
twitter in smoky trapu, an though thay called to
one another, 'Let ua:play at country,! and where
~a few feot of garden mould and a rew yards of .
gravel onable them to do that » . « + Arbitration
being blown towarda him hy some unaccountahle
wind, and he gaining great credit in it as one /
indefatigahle in seceking out right and doing rinhb, 2,
a pretty fat Receivership was next blown into his
pocket by a wind ,.¢ » » 8o, by Qhﬂncﬂ’ he
. (irewgious]) had found his nioha. (133-135)

It is important to remark the differonoe hetween Staple -
Inn and tg;°town of Cloisterham, The rigid, auntnrc foaturos
of 1IW as an tn-titutfon davoi&zifzﬁzﬁan oanuoionnncun Qxiltinl
-uololy bo porpntuabe the ubatua quo, are reprosented by*Diokon-
in. tﬁ‘\yown of cloiatorham “an®™tho mentality of itm inhabituntu.
Tha bnwn of cloigtorham is not only "cloiaborpd" r‘"lhnlvered"
. from true human pnauionl. bu& x-’totnlly submia-ivo to- 1nntibu— |
tions uuqh as Law and val&:&on, whioh uBE“IH the appeardnée of

, ordor whtlo dony&ns human ndnoption. Mr. Bnpnan, town auctioneer

. Q

y " . . R ) . -~ -
. . . RN
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*> d magistrate,ia the probotybe of the smug uelﬁ-dbmplaoeno&

/and.rigidity whicﬁ, in Dickena' view, characterize Cloisterham

#

and the institutions of tﬁe towni

~

Accepting the jackass am tho type of self-aufficient
atupidity and conceit . ,» + a ocuatom, perhaps, like
aome few othor cuatnma, mare conventional than fair + + o
then the purest'Jackasa in Cloiaterham ia Mp. Thomas
Saprea .-+ « Mr. Saprea ha#d many atmirers . + » llo
posRaananss the great qualitids of being portentoua and
“dull, and of having a roll in him apeech, and another-
-roll in hip mgaitv + « Characteriatically, he would
uphold himself againat mankind, his weather-glass
againat woeather, and hia clock againat time « « ..

. ‘ (62-63)

It ia throuah the charaotev of Mr. Sapsea thab Dickena dnpiot?
the amug and atifling mentality of Cloiuterham or Victorian
sooietﬁ%a mentaldty which priden :I.t;ult’ upon bei‘ morally
judioioua, yat wh#ch upholda all tho 1nndnquaoian of the
legal fhubitutiun. . Mp. Sapaon, bhen, funotiona nimulbaneously
in the ploﬁ of the noval (ho 1- }6$Mayor). and thomatically, ‘
as an opposite to Attornay Qrewgioul! who in far more flexible

© and &nr 1pna rmugs  Ldgar Jo“nnon! in his atudy Charlea Diokqnn!
lin Tragody and Tgf%inh, haa written am followa of Mr. Sapseat
"The hown'n'ohiof mucidﬁ;aca, ha‘in eiaily blindod by an adroit
manipulabor and uavv?n Dickens aa.the inwmmont for a laat
flinn’nt thn luw."2 Not onlx is Thomas Saproa prepared to seo

Neville, Lnndlunw an the murderer of Rdwin Drood, but indeed

LS \

L.
¢
4

Bdgar Johnaon, Charlea Dickennt lia Tragody. apd Trium
(New Yark: ' Simon and Shuater, - "1953), 1I, p. 143s

ot 3 e
, s
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everyone of the Thomas Sapsea mentality (i.qi%ClSiltzrham vj

as'a whole) ia prepared to brand an a murdererp a; individual
vwho aimply daron to'o;;ilenneanooial.morea and inltitdtionn.
'Tﬁo'ningmatantinl avidence a&ninut ﬁoville is in reality
tostimony to hims hosbiﬁity toward society. laving arﬁ;nd once
previously with Bdwin, being in love hihqalf with Rosa, and
having been tho last to mee Edwin alivmﬁ“ﬂfvillo appsars in
the oyea of smolf-rightecus Cloisterham to be guilty beyond

doubt. 7The inadeyuacy of, indeed the dangers inherent in,

~ the institution of law, &9void of human conscience,are made . v

oxplicit by Dickena in the conversation between Rosa and s

4 4
Jampert ) '
" 1Circumatances may accunulate so strongly even againat
.an innocent man, that, directod, ‘sharpened, and pointed,
thoy may slay hiM., One wanting link discovered by
persorveronco againat a ‘gdilty man, proves his guilt,
however aliqhb,itn evideneca before, and he dies:. Young

" T Lundloas stands in deadly peril either way.' (230)

i

o

a 7 like Grewgioun, is a man who has long nofzed an inatitutiog.

Not ;n}y iu‘hhq\inhprenb nature of oirpumltanbinl‘ov§donoo

* A
probed by Dickens, but the inadequacy of law as a system of
. ’ . - .
facts and formulae is omphasized. Law domands adherence, and
poﬁh Attorney Grewgious and Reverend Crisparkle bagin to

realide how hlln?ina this aspoot of law onn/ée. Crilpag}lo, .

like the attormey, ho ton axemplitioa moral integrity and - -

deconoy, @nd nuat lgg}n“how\inadoqudﬁo aoci‘l‘innbitutionl are

without the ammortion of integrity-on the part of just human
F ‘ ’ iﬂ

o : | o 4

T . . '

beings.
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Like Attorney,GyQWaiou;, Reverend Crisparkle displays a
basic intogrity which he ﬁ?fpaan to comprohile to the institu-
Fi§<;2: merves, Though Mr., Honeythunder and éthers of the
cp;roh refuse to aid Neville Landiess, and desire to see the
young man pﬁpiéhed in accordance wipﬁ the Law, Crisparkle
Qefien ﬁhia égtitud; and aa;eita his own notions regarding \
his reg(bnnibility as a Christian and therefore a moral human
being: ) |

bhoisterous reverie, with his platform folding of his

,/4(~T£;rdergL_pQE§:Edad Mr, Hon¢ythundq§, in a kind'of
after eanch short sentiment .a word . o+ « 'The
Commandments - say no murder, o murder, sirl’'
proceedod Mr, Honeythunder . . « 'And yet thoy aleo

say, you shall bear no false witness,' observed Mr.
Crisparkle. (204) ’ .

arma and hia platform.nod :é{:bhorrent reflection .

Both Attorney Grewgious and\ﬁeverend Crinpa;ﬁke are

oxﬁreﬁely po;;tive ficurea'in Dickena! peroeption'of a pro-
cr;nnion~from lav as an 1pat1£ut}on devoid of aniioe to human
assoertion or confirmmation of inésgrity. prewgioul and
Criasparkle aro both romarkable fiuufen for Dickens‘ninoo
tiey rofuse to coypromtnb their 1nte§;1by nnd‘nanaa‘of Jua=-
?ico, doeapite the 1nnbitutio;; which they norvo.‘ Furthtrm;ro.
%hay uccept réaponlibility'for'éffirm%na Jjustice and1docenoy:
JCrﬁ;barklo doos not aever his_frienduhip\ﬂith Khv#llo and
Attormey quwulgun actually shelters Neville in $taple Inn.
Unlike iny other att?rnay'n homeubare;uiqul' headguarters

become a haven or anﬁatuary for the oppreased. 'Grqwdioun

% s S
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. takes upon himself the respoﬁiipility of aligning the g:;ic
pr;nclpleﬁ'of law #ith ﬁié own inéeéral sense of ju-ticé and
deconc&. Gr;wgiéuu, reyir;ng and timid in maéy ways, displays
great odirngg when he porceives the agfferihg and. anguish
caused by the Law. llis determination to‘oounyeracb:those
effects of the institution of Law, testifies to Dickens"

belief that true decency camnot only be chomodated within a‘ J

legal fiuure, but that- such an 1ndividua1 can and will modify

-

the legal dynamoi \ ' '

<

'11{ ram Grewgiouu, Esquire, Staple Inn, London.'. D
.This was all Rosa’ knew of hor deatination. . .+ .

1T have come to you to protect me, and all of us o
from him, if you will?' .+ . +.'I willl' cried Mr.
Growgiousa, with a sudden rulh of amazing energy. .

"Damn himl' After this most cxtraordinary outburst,
Mr. Grewgious, quite beside himself, plunged about’
the room, to all appearance undecided whothet -he
'was in a fit of loyal enthuaiasm, or combative
denunciation. .+ . + The respeotful tenderness with
" which, on, ono knee before her, he [Grewgious])

helped her to remove her hat, and disentangle her

" pretty hair from it, was quite a chivalrous sight.
Yot who, knowing him only on the surfacq, would have
expected chivalry--and of the true so from Mr.
Growgious? (134; 236)

For Grewnioua,xfor‘Criaparkle,.and for Edwin and Réga,
indtituéiona dc%oid of human feeling must be dofieh. Bach
1'c:f those chnrnctora domonstrates Dickons! belie® that humnn
betgka can assert their 1nbe¢riby and human qualities,
delpica the impouiné:iogal monolithn, and tho formidable

. gconomio preasurea o( tho_Viotorinn world. They are therefore

-~
>




the culmination of Dickens' view of the progression from law

positive elements of Ldwin Drood. In Edwin Drood, Ron and

e

positive and hgpeful Eig'urea" in the progreasion they repreaent

{..—-J

" toward tt?e affirmation of juatice and integrity within loci@

¢
rl
4
Y

\

A * * t -

A
Though it is l_mza'x"ddus to speculate upon the outcome of

an unfinished manuscript, there is enough evidence to substan-

tiate the view that The Mystery of Edwin Drood was to represent

as an institution inadequate in ensuring Juatice}"to the
realization of a4viablo notion of justice on the part of ;
individuals. ' | g |

Dickens' beliaf that law can be imbued.with justice and * :
integrity throuch the dotermination of individuals has evolved

t’rom the ear].ier novels, and is most manifeat in the many

Edwin both decide, through rational, selfless discussion,

' to deny the bonds of past acrcemenes nnd the gonomic 1nteruta

from which these’ nareementa were nurtured. Thouch death

zléoa occur, and t}w\ law is eager to exact punilhmant for th:la
death, tho suspect, Novil].e ~Lan¢§leu, is not abandoned to his-
fave. ‘Ins'beud, he is befrienddd by Reverend Crisparkle ;nd T

~

more important , Attorney Grewgious.  Attorney Grewgious, unlike

'other Diokenainu nbtomoyl, has not been din!’icured by hia
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service to the law. Hias intcgvity,'kinanasl, and capacity’\
o

for emotion have not been déstroyed by the pradbioe of law.

.Grewgious furthermore represents for Dickena a légal figure

wholia very retiring ahd 1ndeed very unaspirinu in terms of
legal activity. Grewgious not on%z dotermines to confront
the "injusticoa" which are compiled against Neville Landless,
but his affirmation and pledge to protect- Rosa 1n’reality
represent -a willingnega and a need to involve himaalf with
the Anauiah ;f human beings;-to become truly human.v

It is important to note that in writing Bleak House,
Dickens was unable to aoknoulodge any poauibility for .
reaﬂ}zing justice in viable human terms. That novel was
virtually overvhelming in 1pa d?upa;r.\ Though Esther
iggmersonlnnd John Jarndyce vemain idealized characters,

their fli~ht from society and tho institutions of society,

5f°Vidoa ut a hollow victory. . l )

Though Sydney Carton, in A Tale of Two Citioa, and Pip |
and Jaggers in Great Exgeotations oaoh diaplay moro of Dickenu'

reasilience in transpendins_earlier peéassimism and placing

more faith in the decuncy and mctiona of human beings » the

‘prourassion'from.law da,an institution to true Ju.tioq being

' aaaerbﬁd byAindividuaI aoticn, is by no meana complete. Carton

muut forfoit his 1ifc in tho assertion of duntico, and can only'

hope phat the child who bears hil name vill boﬂl "dult .23’

.
B
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( , 4
honoured" man. Pip and Jaggers too, though they have remained
faithful to a criminal, do not challenge the status quo. Pip $
accepts Magwitch's death; Jaggers contents himself with ;‘

"salvaging" occasional cases ang rotur;a to abject service’

( -

‘Only in Edwin Drood is the law as a system of abstract
- N,

~
principles modified by ‘the humanizing influence of Atto y

N

G;ewgious. 'Grewgious not only remains dicintéiestgd in an

.

detached from the benefits which the lasal inltitution can *

A

provide for him,,hut he determinoo to utilize hia training

" and knowledge to achieve justice and decency. Grewgious'

- conce}ns_are with humanité and love: Though the yuasi-

.p#radisal MBleak quae” built in the country ramain:yaeparntq

‘from human society; thouah'Carfon's'laht vision of’duatice

muut proceda hia death; %hough Wommick'a "castle" mult exilt ‘
apary from remple Bar, Growgious supersedeas these fleotinz . ',!'

inatances of humanity with his permanent gurden above Staple

.Inn. Romance, love, humanity and justice can flourish

doapibe thp 1natitution of law, corrupted as it ia by social
aqd economic intoreata. Dickena! final_peroeptioy of law and
. ,

justice is a progresaive and hopeful onej for human beings,

when they atrive. to affirm decency, can nn;.willxdo nO.

AR . + k .
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