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MORLEY CALLAGHAN®S' CHRISTIANS: ~ A STUDY OF SOME- CHARACTERS IN THE NOVELS

OF CALLAGHAN. - . = - -

Five characters in the following novels of Callaghan are

. - RN .
examined 1n detail R . PR .
- The Loved and The Lost . . ’7; - o L y
. ° . ni‘ ) . ,
The Many Colored Coat = = R L ;

They Shall Inherit the Earth

It!'s Never Over

’

Such is My Beloved : Sl e

cThe charaoters under examinetioh seem-to be/ecéentrio,and abnormal._A
They are naive and simple—minoed. The first part of the thesis will \A
demonstrate their simblicity end_naiveté,"The next partﬁyili examine '
some of the reoble in the'novels with whom these eceehtries olesh.

~l‘he thesis will show tha% the soqiet& around these eccentrics_iS’ ‘
normal, moral, shd worldly-wise%ﬂ!The confliot,’then,;is_between the

"abnormal and the normal.: -

The thesis will place the eccentrics in a new 1ight and will

-

“establish thit they are people whose standards of reference ere dif-

ferent from those of the people among whom they live. _ Tgey are extra-

ordinary people who have been transformed and they'canno any more be

'measured by the same rod that would measure ordinary people, These .

are intensely religious men and women. The thesis will show that they
are the true Chrlstians, since they are Christ like and follow the

example of'Christ. In the process of trying to live a Christiam life,

. they are misunderstood and ostracised by their society. Since these ,
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- CHAPTER I
L
INTRODUCT] ON

v
SN -
v

uch has been writtén about Morley Call&ﬁhan. Though <

. { .
belatedly, critTce 1n Canada and abrOad have recognized him as a

a 4
serious writer. The praises showered on him have come not merely -

v

“from the nationalists in Canada, but aleo from others like Edmund ’
ho hae compared Morley Callaghan to some of the greatest
I
writers in any lapguage. In 1960 Callaghan reCeived the Lorne‘

’

for Literature. When the’ Royal Society of Canada,

thps beremony, the citation was read by Frank Rﬁhﬂoo€§

He said

; . [ < With the appearance of Morley Callaghan's first

- novel Strange Fugitive in 1928, Canadian fiction
could no longeq be regarded -a45.a bale extension of
the Engllsh tradition. For with this book - and the
short stories and novels that followed in the thirtiee -
Callaghan broke open for us the egg-shell of our '

. cultural colonialism. He went to™Paris (instead of
London) consorted with the international literary
set and came home by way of New York., However, he
did come home, ant’his fiction, for all of its
sophistication of*vision and technique is instinct-
with place - our place .~ and with time % our time...*

Many books - novels, plays and short stor1es - had preceded this

- award; many have .followed slnce then, Callaghan has gone on to

' greater fame and further awards and c1tat10ns. Some qgltheee hooks

\\EaVe been translated into several languages. Scores of articles'have
been wriFten about hip anq several books have essayed to ?athom_the
depth and ehemeS“of Callaghan. _Segeral theses‘have feen'writteniabout

his works. . Why should still'anpther thesis be.written about his

writings? | | L ‘ : ' nwﬂ_?,,{

Morley Callaghan was born in 1903, had studied

B

law in Osgoode Hall Law School, {eronto; Instead of pursuing a °,°
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legal professioy, he became a journalist in 'Poro.nto for iw e
while writing sho stories and preparing his’ novels. In 1928 f ;

' Scribner ] p.ublished his first novel Strange Fugitive. His < ,i
'lat%st book, A Fine and Private Place was “publis}m(in Toronto '. - %; i

. by Macmillan in 1925. In fifty years of writing, Morley Calldghan 4

i ' .

_ has not produced as p“rolifically as many would have Iiked him to % ..

13 . -
have done. -But’ the books’ and short stories of Callaghan have ,"5‘5
come as & r‘é’sult of very, profound personal convictions. His . é

' intenpians were ‘never to make "a fast bugk". " The, two World Wars ' ij%

kand the era of depressi,on, as we“ll as all the upheavals of soc,iety s
. , " \ , ! . i ) - . - . B
have affected his writings. ‘But. Callaghan has always been o §

- considered a. religious writer rather than a social writer. His o B

%
books argnotythrillers. They ‘have to be read and re-read to ;‘é
understand them better. Writing about Sinclair Lewis, Morley %

Callaghan said, . : ' .- '. h - - 3,

' - ' fi?if
__ Yet. it seemed to me that his grand success'was -

-baged on one of his' weaknesses as an artist: he . ‘ 23

gave the reader a chance at too quick a recognition. &)

" This kind of writing always puts the writer and

the reader in a comfortable relationship, neither e

one being required to jar himeelf, or get out of LR

this groove of recognition. 4 writer who has this N

gift is always meeting his readers and reviewers . ;

’ on their terms, and it should be .always the other - ';;

r ‘way around. . |

5 this weakness in Sinclair Lewis that Callaghan has always ' h L ‘i

' tripd to avoid in his writings. It is the quality of Callaghsm's
.a‘ , “ N ! ! = "}
¥itings that makes the readér 'jar himself', which necessitates . o
one to read his works over and over again. This effort is worth- - ;
while, as, the more one nnder’stands Callaghan, the more one 'is . ‘ §;

, impi*essed b;f his unique tnemes. It was also this elusive and . %

Vi

’ i d s . ~ ot

- elitist quality of. Callagh#in that has brought much criticism on . )
' ) 5




ihimsaIfw In an interview published in Saturday Night, Morley © T

Callaghan_ saye about writers and be@ke in general, "The great

thing about _ excellence is that it is never immediately recognizable,

It is unfamiliar, naturally."3 Callaghan's excellence requires -

~

further study. This thesis endeavours to dig a little deeper

R I

into eome of the novels of Morley Ehllaghan in order to underline”

one theme that has not been commenNEd upon adequately by his

'critics, theapossibility of transcendentalism in some people. .

%

'I,shell explain this term later' on intthe,thesis.

\ ’ - ]
upon this theme, And yet, id?seems'to me that this 1s central

to many of his works, and essential-to some of his novels. - . °

In his first novel Strange Fugitivdﬂ Callaghan portrayed*ﬂhe

[

problem of the individual unable\to'adjust to society. The .

¥

shorter stories that ' followed in A Native Argosy

-

Sutfice 1t to . 1

. say here that very~fewwcritics of Callaghan have even touched . *

’

Many of the themes of Morley .Callaghan ere obviousﬂ

L
- o

f<

present a cross~section of urban and rural life
of ordinary North Americans durﬁﬁb the twepties.

\

The grim effect of social deterioration and
\ emotional isolation ‘are portrayed in the careetrs -

" of Callaghan's bewildered characters:

suicide,

_ - ‘Jail, insanity, unemployment and disruption of
C familial and religious relations. The style,

moreover, is appropriate™to the cult

al and

“psycholegical outlook of these misfits. Yet the - -

I3
i N
é) ”
o

total effect of these storiés 1s to’' encourage the
reader tdo be more tolerant to enlarge his under-
standing of, and sympathy for, mankind beyond the

. bbuhds of conventional and moral- categories.4

L - -~

These are, obviously,*the first themes that come tho one's mind-

while readiné the stories of CallaghanJ Again, Victor Hoar,

discussing Strange Fugitive, It's Never Over and A Broken Journey,

says that these novels develop "the.theme of naturalism, a

-

2

-
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condition of 1life in which movement, change and process are " g
. e ’ . o ]
inhibited by circumstances and accident. no . 4 . . X
, . The novels under discussion in this thesis are:, ¢ - f
T X

The’ Loved end the Lost, It's Never Qver, Such is nyf/éloved, . ‘f',

‘of them have been explored by other critics? Unfortunately, in

are manythemes that one can only mention in passing in the

Never Over. The problem of social justice as contrasted with

mt‘justice is one of the themes in They Shall Inherit the Earth. The .

\_/ 'y
They Shall Inherit the Earth and The Many \Colored CoaJt.x\ In these

1

!
!

B N

]
novels, ~there' .are certainl'y several themes worth exgloring. Many

order to explore the theme of transcendentalism in dep':t‘ﬁ ¢ne has

to pick and choose the episovdes and quotations most apt for the / ‘
”» X7 . s
purpose. That does not mean that one belittles the importance 4 -

of the other parts of the stories or the other themes. There

R

introduction. mFor instance, the contrast of the two worlds of

The Loved and The Lost, would maké,for a very interesting study.
’ o . ¥ o
Crime and Punishment is a subject that Callaghan has dealt with . /

gffectively in many of hissstories, More Joy in Heaven is a

very good example of the -concept of punishment, of appax;e’ntﬂ

conversion, and reverjsioh. Callaghan has looked at the question

P

— »

‘ 1 .
of crime and punishment f;oﬂ"the criminal's point of view as Jin T~
, @ ’ ’ Y ' '

the book just meﬁti_oned,‘ from the point of view of those whom the
\ - . . 2

criminal leaves behind as in-It's Never Over, and from the -

executioner's point of-view as in the short story "The Two ' ) BN
Fishermen."™ War and its consequences on people is another theme /

that ijdeveloped\to some degree in severalh books including It's

PR

— \
legal justice is brilliantly dealt with, in The Many Colored Coat;

RS




H

return of the prodigal has been developed in several books.
K

e Ambiguities of . guilt and innocence can be seen in The Manz
. - + s

g
} - e Colored Coat " How can-one man, like Harry Lane, live a life

i of his own, without that example affecting and corrupti&g others

. ’ lnke Scotty Bowman, ié another theme\}n The Manx Colored Coat

But this thesis, having aecepted the validity and importance of
P . lsome of ‘these themés, is going to go a step furyper in‘ﬂ’der to
) ' prove tgat transcendentalism is a theme that needs further ex-
ploration_in the novels of Callaghan.. \
} ‘ ’ . George Woodcock,,in an article on\galkaghan says,
', - , "All of them are novels of their time, in which the writer shows

+
a deep’consclousness of existing social ills; it is depression -
- 1 v *

R

“ conditions that, originally drive Ronnie to prdstitution in Such
A ) k ~ ‘ - ‘
tL . is My Beloved, and scar Michael. Aikenhead's young manhood with

. 'unemployment in They Shgll Inherit the Earth."6 Woodcock~concedes

1o ‘ . however, that they are ho more novels of soclal analysis than they

| are of polltical propoganda. He goes on to say that the theme_of
l, . 4///T' Morley Callaghan "is essentially moralistlc, and every one of his
: //, : wprke fails on succeeds according to the ability with which he-

e ; manlpulaggi,the element of parable within,it."7 Having used thls

yardstick to neasure Callaghan, Woodcock finds that The,Loned'and

the Lost is "a curious grafting together of.the social novel and

the romance."8 Thus, George Woodcock's summation 1s that the
)

) .works of Callaéhan are

+

- , " " essentially, as théir biblical titles suggest,
aly e novels of moral prédicameng. Fach asks its
- . question., What are the boynds of Christian love?
i - How far canh a man be free when all his acts affect
L} i R ' {\‘\
; i
®

L

1

PV
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‘assessmtht/ei\ﬁgrley Callaghan's writings, while correct, does

not go

'certainﬂexperiences, their values ‘have been trans-evaluated

) i .
realize his best self, and as durable as 1anguage.ﬁ;1 When asked

*

o,/’ really peculiar moral view of the world, absolutely my own:\\xn »

b E ’ 4
' some wai”it i!ga quite anarchistic view

tﬁindividual viéw never yielding td another man's- sense of rect;t ' Nt

the lives-of others? Can the prodigal -ever
. < — return to the world against which he ‘has risen in
rebellion? Can the individual assert and maintain-
his human dignity in an acquisitive society? Each-
novel asks_ its questions, none provides glib and
easy answer.

o

- This thesis submits that Georée WOOdbock's

« t

G \
ar enough., *These \nove re ‘not "essentially moralistich,

.

They are not merely about, "moral predicament " T would like ta

A}

g

show that the morality preached in Callaghan's novels is not the

conventional morality of the society. or‘of the churches Callaghan's‘
heroes are religious, and not ‘moral. They are Christiigéﬂﬁn the , S e 7

truest sense of being followers of Christ, whéther consciously

-

or no{n They -are not establishment men and women. Because of

&

-

S , . . . , - .
Callaghan himself says, "My own problem was to relate a Christian i

enlightenment to some tinaiess process of 'becoming."1 And he hag. > %.
. ‘ ' . ! ‘ -“ "'

succeeded in relating the temporal to the eternal. Looked at
i - & ~~ - . .4
from this angle we will see that, fanjfrom condemning a. book like'

~

The Loved and the Lost as a fallure, as Woodcock has done, Hugo

McPherson considers that The L¢ved and the Lost "sees Morley

\-u../ 5
Callaghan's art reach a distinguished fq;filment. It 1s a parable

as old as faith, 4s relevant as nan's-apparently undying need to.

about his moral view, %:1lsghan said, T sﬁyoose I do have this ,

v

e world...Well, i . i 'f




"12° If then, the works of Callaghan réveal a'moral view,"

o A 4
it is a peculiarly personal one, which may not be acceptable to

tude.

-7 many moralists. ‘ o . ' f:)V{
) :/// g 1 am more in agreemént wit Hugo McPherson who
2 "/ ’ _ L]
% says that Morley -Callaghan J

to facod the facts of his-generation and probed
X through and beyqnd them to find a secure ground .
¢ 5 of action and "be He became, in shqr
‘ religious writer - not one of the applogsf%s who.
defends traditional religion hy contriving con-
venient modern exempla, but .an artist who looked |
searshingly at his “experience (including_ the potent -
. 'isms and - ologies of the day) and- concluded that
e , the temporal world cannot be self-redeemed; that -
. human frailty is- Qlarable only -in the 1ight of
) ' divine perfection.
F]
It is this religiousness in the characters of Monley Callaghan :

L

that ve shall examine "at length in. this thesis.o‘I call them the
transcendentalists for thesé are people "who 'feel' - people who
,are barren of 'ideasfﬁin any sophisticated sense - he[ﬁallaghan] ///
has had to diScOVer a means of revealing dramatically the nature
" of their. qusst fq%’significance in the-terrifying flux of the
dtt T w o

" modern worl
The exclugive preoccupation of this thesis with th

'eccentrics'

»

oi\transcendentalists does not mean that they are
-necessarily th major oharaoéers in the novels under discussion.
Nor does it mean, as explained earlier that this’ is_;he only

theme 0of these books. Indeed in some of ‘the novels this may only

be a secondary theme, while Ln others there may be others which

@

are equally important. .In the criticisms ana ébnnents on Morley ,
lCallaghan enough attention has not been paid to this aspect of

@
transcendentalists. This ‘is one of the reasons why his excellence )
‘ : ' ’. -\ : . " \

L N \h G s S
. : ’, . o Y S




is not fully,percbived. The insight of éallaghan into the

operation of these eg;raorginary charﬁcters, is itself -extra- :
. ST L
ordinary. ‘But he has deplcted them without exaggerating them,

Jaten

without making them too obvious, with the result that the search

becomes arduous. In order to deal effectively with them, ¢t is

“~ ) a
necessary to dissect the novels of Morley Cgllaghén. I anm dgigﬁ
- . * (4
this fith 5¥eat reluctance and with rééervations, bécauée each
novel should stand as a single unit, But in-order to fa itate
-
our research it is necessary to look at each of these haracters,
first as_eccentrics,(then,we shall examine the people who find
themselves in opposition to these eccentrics, and {thirdly, re-
: RS L L .
examine these eccentrics to find their raison d'&tre. Finally,
TR would like to show that they are true Christians- because‘tpey
. , ‘T om L K '“ ~
;are Christ-&ike. . . - ' N -
! ) —
; T . Hugo MCPhergpn, discussing the“hovels of Callaghan
> ‘_/‘, § -
said that Morley Callaghan = {hlb
"has wrought out’alfictional form in which the
. surface¢events, function simultafiedusly as reaiistic ,
., action and symbolic attion, revealing both the
"-empirical and the spiritual. conflicts of his ~ ‘
" v protagonists. - This duality, moreover, is-never
e . merely a -tricky fitional device calculated-to..
_ entertain both the naive and the knowing; it is
’F'“v~ '*(&\\/;gndamental tO'Callaghan's perception of the inter-
A dépendence of the spiritual and empirical realms,
o .~ Man's career occurs in the imperfect wordid of time,
'74 - but its meaning ‘(man's dignity or-!placq') -dépends
' i finally on a larger reality Sg of time, gscape
S “* the first world is physi eath; to ignore the
. T second is to embrage-the ndition of the Wasteland -
1ife-in-death. This tension, .to which Callaghan's
= - b fictiongives dramatic foﬁm, is the fundamental
N B sion of. life. By exploring. the two worlds - .
o ) emp ricgl and spiritual - Callaghan has writtesgthe_ N

Mittle man's®™ Ash Wednesday and Burnt Norton.

+ ~ ’ -

]
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"THE ECCENTRICS"  #® -

i Seve£!h noVels'of'Mcrley;Cailag%an contain
characters whd“are“out.of the ordinary,—who cannot fit into th%.
"normal mold of society, and for the purposes of this study ve
shall call them ﬁeccenﬁrics?. They are eccentric because all
of*theq‘are off baeefncff~the centre; they are men or‘:oméﬁ‘who
-cannot ‘or- do not want to be like the rest of society. They are
1n:search of an identity which is rery'rarticuiar and personal.
This qeest 1eecs them saway from the world around them and that

world terms them eccentrics. Let‘ue look at some'of these

characters in this chapter, in order -to seek their motives and
0

Py

find out why they are not the run-oféthe-mill‘peraons.

N Nobody who knew Peggy Sande@son in The Loved and

the Lost ‘had any doubts that she was an eccentric. She had to

—

be peculiar to prefer-the company of Negroes. Ever since anyone
had known her,.rer-preference had been’fcr the Blacks." Anyone
_wﬁo would go out cf ris way to”codrt a q;fferent race of—people'
"and feel at home with*¢hem had to be rether out of the ordinary:
Most people would'keep to their own kind. Percaps, on'occasions,
cﬁr}osity might take one.to visit the gﬁet&gee of St. Antoine/gn@
St. Henri., But if Eomeone doeS'this\ngy'once orftwice, but bretty
regularly, then, this would have to be suspect ‘ 7

Foley who had first introduced Peggy Sanderson to
Jim McAlpine, the professor of éistory in the University of
'TOronto, had liked her and thought of her as a pleasant person.

But when Foley confirmed the rumor that she frequented the bars
. - . (

L ' ) _ % [y - '

.- CHAPTER IT f~~—/\\\~/’//
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on §i: Antoine Street, he was upset.\ He thought she -could not
concentrate on her work because "she's all hopped up with the
.- \InuL dinges making passes at her and probably laying her too."a. His .

°_ - ’ . explanation of this peculiar preference on the part of Peggy-was

.A
e . 4 !

I - - simple: .o * '
o ' There's something about that girl that's-a lie.
) . Women like her love the lie that's in the .first
impression they make. It wins them teénderness and -
approval and sympathy and forgiveness. And they'1l i
~ ) R lie and cheat to. preserveé the initial advantage
: they win for themselves. . They're capable of any- o e
. thing, and there'll always be someone around like
you, Jim, to believe in them and plead that they
. ) , ‘are being misunderstoad when they fly-off at crazy
<7 : N and unpredictable angles-blue jays-

j‘- o Thus Foley and people like him founq/Peggy Sanderson to be crazy
\N -
i e and unpredictable.

¥ —

- . o Jim ‘McAlpine was one friend whom Peggy found and,
— e f¢

it was to him that she had talked about her early experiences

o with the Johnson family; Jock Johnson's was the first, beautiful,

" | ’black, ;aked body that she had* seen after she had attained puberty.
Ever elnce then she had a predilection for Negroes. As McAlpine
sald to himself "The 1ittle Negro section in Montreal had become -

t. .\ for her the happy and fabulous Jolinson family, and 1f the thnsons,

knowing her, could live: ‘and respect her, why shouldn't the Negroes

dawn on St. Antoine's?"h _The naivete of Peggy was surprising for a

.. . . college-educated girl, It was not merely eimple ignorance that was
o . ] the cause of her adrentures into Black neighbourhcod. Therefore,

_ peorle had to conclude that ;t must have been scme.peculiarltj~in
-« her pacure..' : S S .

- ~

- o Peggy Sanderson had taken McAlpine to a department

store on St. Catherine Sfreet ihe}? there was. a wood carvihg of a
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ieopard ahout three'feet‘long in a glaSs'caee, crouching; ready

. to spring. She studied the 1eopard and Jim watched her face and
steady eyes and wondered why it had such ‘importance for her,
Immediately after this, she took him to visit a half Gothic and

| half Romanesque church. "The Churc¢h hung: there in the snow;

it could sail away lightly like/a ship in the snow. Then‘he

"

* turned and looked at Peggy's. face, and wondered -how she c@uid

have visited_a leopard and a church on the same day. :It was _

only much later that'he thought‘he understood how the two could

a2
o

+

éo togetherrinlPeggy'sgmind. Some of Peggy's friends,"McAlpine~"'

found out later, were hoodlums who #ould use great violemce. ..

. This had’'not destroyed their appeal for Peggy. Thus he had to-

v

. “conclude .bhat” she must have been held. Ain a spell by these eople;
that she must have v1cariously participated in their violence.

> "She had waited, rapt. and still for the beast to spring at her -

and devour her."6 Her 1nnocence ‘was attracted by the violence and,

perhaps unconsciously, wiehed one to destroy the other, like a

-
temperament seeking its opposite,
)

1

This peculiar attitude of Peggy's made even people

~

who had any sympathy for-her to conclude that ‘she was an idealist,

"who had a passionate 1onging for the imposs1b1e."2

But this was
not ‘the only explanation. people could have glven for her actions.
If she had been an idealist she would have been interested in the
prohlem of all-minoritieSJN But as Gagnon found out, she had ne

‘ eympathy nith the plightgof therlow-wage-earning French Canadian

yworkers She thought the French could look after themselves.

e

Hence his conc1u51on was,. "She likes dark meat,"

v

Or as Foley . -
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‘theorized, she was one of those "inverted exhiﬁiiiénists"g -

who considered Henry Jackson a {riend because he’ was lame’ and
g

was always running away from some job or somebody. * - - o

- B . 1}

It surprised McAlpine that an educa%eéﬁgirl like

-

Peggy could have such slovenly habifs; She did not care about -
how she dressed, how and where she lived. She broke the pattern

-~ that any well-educgted-pefﬁon shouid have: "Anything that breaks
" the pattern is bad. And Peggy breaks up the pattern;"lo "When ) i
Mr. Carver, the newspaper owner, heard abouf Peggy after her

death he was appalled "to think that a girl who had a univer-

- o sity-education could become s0 depraved in her tastes and habits."11

. When the news about her déath was'bruited, even people from St.-
_Antoine were cautious, "For what was there to say about such a

perverse white girl who wag pretty and attractive?... The trouble

\-,.,t

was that ‘too many of them liked her. ~When a young pretty.girl

, -~ ; . -
- + was liked by s0 many it meant trouble."lz It was difficult to

-

find anyone who would defend Peggy even after her death. Even - -

detective- Bouchard whq prided himself on his liberal education _
. w ’ LAY I
and intelligence, could not understand how a man like McAlpine - - '

could have fallen for Peggy. He had to ask, "Som thing about her

piqued your curiosity, eh? Is it not so?

‘i ' " Bouchard éaid, when the Whites and Blacks éaf\mixed,vthere yaq a

7 field of fmany strange, perverted tastes.for a white girl to /

develop. It was this apparent strqueness and perversion that - -

R

made people misunderstand Peggy‘Sajderson aﬁd‘hate her to the .

i

extent of wanting to get rid of hk’:{*'.

4 ' :
Harry Lane in The Many Colored Coagl’is a-‘different ~

. . §
Y /

-l
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'kind of eccentric. Of course, eccentrics are not made the same,

-

o i .o .
because if they were, they would not be eccentricaAanymore; Harry

was generous to a fault when he was- prosperous and it was clear

'eeeh to his best friends that he”was being unwise in throwing

away good money to impress people and that thie;&ould do him no

good in the long run, Mr. -Ouimet, the trial lawyer, considered

r", ¢ P
the generous streak of Harry Lane to be an»outgrowth of his egotism.’

v

As Ouimet told him, "y have known men with your temperament Lane.
An interesting temperament. An impulsive man full,of generous
gestures...But what went on in the back of %your mind is something

else. You had your own interest at heqr%,-masking,it from yourself,

"of course, to satisfy your egotism."15 Wheﬁ Harry Lane was the
S public relations director in Sweetman Distilleries, many people

"wondered why he was in the habit of picking up other people's

tabs and paying for theiﬁrinks of everyone'arouno him. Whenever

’

anyone wanted- anything, the most natural response was, "Tell you

what to do. Go and see Harry Lane. He will not mind. He will
16

- ) , .
look after you." This over-generous nature, was-abnormal and

eccentric, Harry Lane did everythihg to excess.
. "
. Yet ‘he was supposed to/?ave been a man of the

world, a person whose* job. as a public.frelations officer.should

‘have made him cynicél about human nature, and who should have “

’ k]

taken advantage of the weaknesses of others rather than being
exploited. . "Scotty Bowman, the bank manager ‘was tried f0r mis-
appropriation of money.n Harry Lane was a key wipness at this trial.
The night before the trial Harry was busy trying to dissuade a

neighbour from committing suicide, and having stayed with this
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p neighbonr till four in.tHe morning, was not alert during his

s .
testimony.’ This kind of natural urge to do _good-regardless of * ‘%&r

P

self was a weakness in Harry: When an.old professor dies, almost '7:~“

Y

T ail‘his classmates asked him to represent them at 'the .funeral.

[ N < o"'(.'

And yet, whén people in difficulties received his help, they did -
not even bother to telephone and thank him, This would hurt him,-
but he¢- should\have realised-that suEh was human nature. He would

pot want anybody to be against him; as Nollie Morris told him, "Oh,

‘you've got a way with people, Harry, even "if they think they're

17 -

dli agalnst you. You Jjust won't take it." Or as Rnn Gdﬁnan,

| " one of h%s-friends said to him, "You know, there's not a mean o
7*:_ _u co, : ng bone in your body."18 But this, precisely, was ‘his
:::::::L. Harry was a person who thought nothing evil of- others.
Sootty Bowman read his character very well. Scotty told Annde P4

»

~Lalirrie that Harry had a bad flaw in his character, ﬁhat "he's a

19 . ) )

kind of innocent guy". Indeed it was $his innocent naiveté that

was goiné to be his donnufall. Anyone who observed Harry Lane'conld
have wanned\him of this. ’ o ’:

i B It was this naivete that made him assums the role of

a clown when he was convicted, not be the courts, but by his

'° ) ] cogleagues and friends and the public, as hav1ng been responsible

for the-inoarceration and su edﬁent death of Scotty Bowman. When

he felt that the silence of_Scotty and the testimony of Mike Kon

were responsible -for this indictment of himself, he decided, by
'a naive, simple and ridiculous means, to get back to court to
‘( i prove his innoqéhce. He g\srtsd,weafﬁng the many colored coat

' that Mike Kon had made.for him. Harry Lane, the erstwhile public
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relations officer, the play-boy par eXcellence of the town,

became - clown grateful for any attention,"zq and Mike Kon

iomplained how this was a psychological war'that the crazy man g
was fighting in order to humiliate him. When Mik‘ went to Eee

lawyer Ouimet -about charging Harry, Ouimet sald, "What we've
l

got here 13'simp1y the spectacle of a man deterliorating rapidly.
Soon he'll start drinking heavily and inaulting people and getting

sick and dirty, making more. of a _fool of himself An public

p}aces.ﬂﬁl Even Mollie Morrls had to concede that he was_making
a fool“of’hiMBelﬁ, trying "in some crazy ia&"?a to“be 'honest with

~

“hifself. -

It was obvious to everybody that Harry Lane's plan

i

of attack was to make a nuisance of himselﬁ25 o make Mike's coatﬂ

EN

A4

an object of derisioén so that he would be dra ed to court "What
* f N ’ '
choice has he? Can he keep running from me?~ 0f course he can'g.

WAat happens to his business? And there 'you are - we'll have our
v. . ‘
case, Mollie"23 sald Harry about h}s reasons for carrying the coat

) around, jBe;fthe wanderings of Harry Lane in his checkered coat
became an embarrassment to everybody who had known him in his
L )

hayday. As Hagerty, the sportswriter said, "I snicker at him,

sure; just the same he embarrasses,me.- I think he embarrassges .

;dverybody."a# When, in the end, ﬁike Kon nearly breaks Harry's

ne&k, Hagerty said this again, "You can't try to embarrass the

whole world and expect to get away with it,ne2 .
Mollie‘Mqréis(found that Harry was clinging to

* suffering and "when a man clings to his suffering, he violates

N

all human sympathy and without that human sympathy what he does
B R - ’ .
- ., . .

ERS

I

—
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has \no mpaning. A1l &ou'rehdoing'with your antics is cutting

26 The public embarrassment .that Harf}\Lane became

-,

yoﬂrsel off."

. ‘ ‘ - . Lane seems to _have made it a point to try to. disturb
. ’ . the conscience of anybody who had anything to do
§ T = with that case. This 1s the way to drive men crazy.
: . All Kon wanted to say to Lane was 'Get out of my P
2N canscience, don't try to twist it by damaging my ‘
- . business'. These men like Lane, who feel wronged, - -
- T take: 4t on themselves to go around tormenting people - . ,
' who do their duty, as- gid my duty in that case, ;
J - ‘ as Mike djd his duty... , -1
. ,The natural _consequence of sﬁch disturbance of tonscience is fﬁi} :
o . I - 1
i people to reject him, and perhaps, to get his .neck broken, as ;
/ P ' :
! happened to Harry Lane; as happened to Peggy Sander%pn, and, I& ot

)
'

* - will happen to ‘others who are ike'a cross on a’hill, making/ men

" to look at -it and feei/if?amed. This could not be allowed fin a . 'h
. + ee i ;‘

. J decent societyuwhere eople want to feel eomfortable and wh

’

T we would like. to sweep our problems under, the carpet, . .-

o

One of.the common characberistics of all these

- ;

persons whom We are discussing in fthi chapter seems to be theif
naiveté,. They -seem to be simple, artless and unsophisticated.
They do not seem to realise what effects théi;/actions could have

on others, they also do not.seem to be able to anticipate the

-

consequences of their actions on themselves. .Fr. Dowling, in"

‘ 28 . , /

" Such:.is My Beloved is one of the most naive persons one could
- 7 . .

P S
k3

\ S come across. His eccentricity is the result of his simple- b

‘mindedness. He is as simple as a dove, but the serpent has not’

even gone near him, His charity z?s so great that he would not

;//“ v ‘_ allow hiﬁself even to think i1l ofuothers. After he had met
\ . ) -

L]

Ronnie.and Midge - the two prostitutes - he wanted to. talk to




hfFr. Anglin_to find out. what. the parish_priept thonéht of his wisit.

_ Tt°was only in the last minute.that he decided not to dé so.
_on Mr. Robison (whom? Ja\‘e/sha\ll discuss at greater.lengthw‘in Yhe L.

__be there because she was such a splendid woman.

4 . .
’Dowling to the rooming house of the girlebothe'Bishop summoned

- him he ~@as hoping "that his. explanation

" of his ministry. “He knew he ought to tell another priest or even

scandal developing, but he was more afraid this might lead to ;

" { - .- - 1.‘8 _ ‘ ~ ' - .._

,oRy

i

WFather Anglin has a beautiful Christian character,.no doubt,

but somehow I don't think he would like to hear me talking about .
Lﬂ,'.. "‘-bd

those girls. "2? he tﬁ%ught Consider the opinion of Fr. Dowliné’;

next:chapter): "It seemed truly remarkable that a wealthy man )
could be such.a Chri_stia.n.":5 When Midge talked to h,im"she sald, ¢

"You're funny, Father. You ﬁhiﬁkﬂq}l people are nice,. don't you?"sp

-

Fr, \Dowling |was 50 naive that when he decided to take the two

girls > he Ro?isons' home, he was hoping "Mrs. Robison would ’{TB

"3‘ When, as’.a &

result of Mr. Robison reporting.on the suspicious yisits of Fr.

o

uld be underétood"53
by his superior. Thus there are scores of examples to‘ehoo that’

Fr. Dowling.waé ﬁeive and'simpleminded. Peggj Sanderson dié‘notr
- g - - . :

have the time to realisé that her naivq,approaéh to racial problems
P Y ’ ‘
would not get her enywpereJexcept into deep trouble; Harry Lane

did find out- that unawareness is ar great sin; but Fr. Dowling
lost his“mind»as a result of his eonfrontations with the. practical
realities of life "and love. ) ‘¢

+« i °  Fr. Dowling did not exercise caution in the conduct

tell a policeman he was going to the girls! room, for fear of

something that would cause the girls* arrest. "34 If he had been

1-
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cautious he could”heve avolded the probleﬁe he faced 1n”the end. ®

: When Mr. Robison chided him aeking, "You ‘haven't let people see

> .

_ you going there, have you?"35 Fr. Dowling got excited ‘and angry

and asked, "What would it matter if they notrced me? Tell me R

that, Are there some places where a priest must ﬁot go, some

- Dpeople that must not be touched?"56 , He was being 1mprudent and

~
¢

.courtinf disaster. : - -

N Fr. Dowling had no experience with the handling

.of these gérls.’ An ordinary, cautious pérson would °have acted
more wisely,'and would have known thg,possible'pitfalls,of the
mission. MNo, he would rush where engels fea} to tread. Heswas
like an awkward boy, as the girls said, touching them and hoping
that he would be able to touch theq‘thus-epirituallg? They made

. y - _
use of his friendship and vere happyhto have him around some-

¢ ' "

‘ times: The girls who occasionally visited Miige and Ronnie took

'liherties with him, insulted him and taunted him. But he would -

*¢ . pot even allow himself to kiss the girls. His training in the

seminapy should -have' taught him to agoid the places of temptations.
And he was tempted "He wanted to take their soft bodies and hold
them while his arms trembled. Heqyanted t;lﬁdt“his head down on
whdﬁ% softness."37_ But ‘he thoughW\that since he was no éunuch

he ehould not be ashamed of his temptation. He thought,, "that to

' stay away for such a reason would be an act, of weaknees and lack

" of falthsnd

E

<

Fr. Dowling, then, was a rry-eyed, young priest

who thought well of everybody, including Lou, the pimp;. he vas .

sorry‘thet Karl Marx was. not a Christian; he was willing to deprive

v
'

-

[

Y

*



his own -mother of her monthly allowance to please the girls he

was a mah who hoped to bring hope and happiness to all his par- -

- ! ﬂshionere. ‘He knew the girls were’ deceiving him, but he wAS

;l.‘ . - —

n . LR e e g

j' . o, Q‘ willing to overlook all thdﬁ provfded‘they would think of him )
N | sonemimes. Such a. man should be armed for the kind of problems i “rE%

,” . -he ;as going to get” into.. A more cautioue man‘woﬁld have either
kept away from them completely, or would have acted more pgudently.,

S v R

R E It was this extraondinary simplicity that made Mr. Robfson think

vy T of him Més. though he were a child, a man 80 cloistered from life Sy

that he could not be expected to understand an economic depression, .

RUPRT SR PN XY S
,
!

o ™~ or the suffering of a city or’a Ihole people - a cloistered Lo ‘

Al iy

Ve

young man, respected bnly because he was a priest. n3% It.was
“this lack of wisdom that made Fr..Jolly, his colleague tease hin R
and’make tne simple-minded Fr.. Dowling "defend ; carnality in .
Tolsiop that did't really exiéi who No wonder when he was con—

i i

fronted with 1ove, he could not cope with its consequences and . ;~

~

e\ded up in a lunatic asylum, writing a comMentary on THE SONG QF 1 %
RPN r/ , . » )
" SOLOMON, ~ ( C . - - . \
Lt ' ‘ 2 * ,-/ T4
. '\ ccentrics such as E; Dowling would end “up that S
;ay. hey are, by definition unable tgq accept the practifal e «

reglities of exietence. They will come into conflict with the _}

‘ more practiq&} and shrewder people of the world, who. being unable ,

¥
to comprehend this eccentripity, would try‘to correct tE% or

<

+» .
failing that, get rid of them. Peggy Sanderson had to be killed.

a . Harry Lane: changed his 1ife, and prd@ably his very milieu «Qr.
. 3
w£\‘ Dowling losthhis mental baLance, if he had any, td begin witﬁ) ¢

Isabelle Thompson in It's Never’ Over is another -

l , . ~
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, person 'hom the worldﬁhad to conclude/yas eccentric. Sh was .

'Hughes was a close friend of Fred and had loved Isabelle; they v

" were planning on getting merried when the mufder and the sub- ' L
« .sequent trial took place, which ended in’the hanging of Fred.

Y John left Isabelle, or’'at least tried to leave her, and,yent out

* with Lillian whg had earlief loved Fredt/ Three others in'the . ) ;«

[
~

story - Fr. Mason, Paul+Ross and Gibbone -, had also known*Fred CoL N
Thompson and were atfected in various ways by his death. The ' "}$§
¥
i

actions and reactions of the Leople are EEen through, the'eyes ) . s

Nar v

\
of John Hughes, and we are oﬁiy given glimpses into the mind of

£ . A

“Isabelle/dy subtlezhints and broken conversations. \\

. #I" L Isabelle seems to have understood the import of the

h ging far betterethan anyboay elee. of course, she was Fred's

.eister & ad been very clgse to him. To John, with the burial

~ !
> I of Fred, the epysode should have ended. o - ST
T T wanted the eqpth piled in and the sods . E
‘ poundied over, ending it so that he would have nq , e
. \ had a sudden-feeling that - =
. i l:idzhkzgiiglx\gg that moment @ L
o . he would never, have to thin Ted hompson . .

“ v again,

e ‘o

.Jehn Hugheéitried to convince Isabelle<tﬂat\it/;es over.,—He
said "In your own thoughtsryou are keeping too much in the g

shadows. It's over nov, I tell you..."“B And Isabelle replied,, ;
it's neven over. That was her belief and her feeling. She ‘

_+  thought that the death of a man does not end the inrluence that

‘A
the person had on' others, and that the hanging®of Fred would

mark hep® apart from the rest cfigbciety for. ever; that nobedy . . )

N«

-would want her’for a peighbour, and éﬁyﬁhe associated wigh heq S,

.
.
4
&
E
-
&
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‘took Isabelle out saidi . -, ’-

S e ———

would be ostracised too. _That was ;hy she decided that she

could not'marry Jphn, however much.she loved him " As she said:

-

u...But you See what your feelings vould have
been if we-had gone on!‘ﬁke would havé had' the
same Teelinﬁ and had had to stay on the outside
of things.

-

She did not. want him to stay on the outside. She said, "\You
should not bother with me_if you want. to .get 03 in. this city:
Pﬁople will hold it aﬁainst you."hs ln'spite of“Johnps pro-
tq\fations, what she sald was true and John knew it. |

-
Vo . The attraction ‘between John and Isabelle was very

strong."Hoievemeuch they tried to‘ksép out of gach others'

Mmooy o ’ \ o ’ ‘ . b
ways theyﬁhould‘not succeed. John-tried to shut Isabelle out of
his mind. He wérned Lillian not‘to»speak about her; he refused

tc see her when she was seriously 111, But he was not ableito

‘.

resist her attractions. He heard also how others who had come .

into c&ntaqhdwiﬁh her were fascinated by her. Paul Ross -who'

~

TN e

She just burns-you up, you or anybody else, a -

-'_; ‘ frenzy, a flood and a fire, and I dop't feel baq L

about it,,.But there's something ecstatically"
religiotis about the release and satisfacgion it
.hﬁv for her. 1I.was left outside of 1t.4

When John scoldmd PauT*for such description of Isabelle, Paul

merely said, "I am trying to explain the way I feel about’ an o
e "1*7 to ! ' o

L]

outstanding experienc

, Isabelle could not leave anybody alone; She had to

\

DPester Lillian and get her to take an apartment for herself %:She

wanted -to vicariously enjoy the relationship that Lillian and

John would have. She ‘as the femme fatale 'of the ptory, ‘who' ?

“would make and break the ties that occun.in_ghq,nqvel. .She‘would .

~
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say that she had to leave John alone, and yet, she would visit
himbr'when she came. to visit dohn in the-house of the Erringtonst

it was\she who took the initiative tp make love, It was as if

’ /
"John could not help it at, the time. When she left the_land-

lords of John recognized her, and because ahe was the sister of

\
Fred who was hanged, John had.to 1eave the houSe and also 1ost

"his Jjob in“the Church choir. Ag if this was—not enough, she ‘
told Lillian about this encounter and succeeded in breaking up
the f}iendship betweeanohn and ‘Lillian, She-won}d talk to Er.
Magon in‘thb.confeseional abont her problems, solthét he tod

’ wdn}d;belinvolved in her fferingel‘ Like Harry hane‘!ith the’
:.checkered coat, she'waslmeking a nuisance of herself;.etirring
‘the copsciences of all who knew her and Fred Thompsol, ';SQbeile
"had initiaxly wanted to join the cbnvent ' But she hed'changed
her mind abéut that and the vorld was faced w%th a person who '

burned everything that she. touched.

[y
[

" . No wonder, then, that John vanted to get rid of her, '

Ll

-

to kill her. He did not come to this conclusiqn lightly. As he
.tol@&,he_pniéét 1n the Cﬂnrch, "She took possession of my whole -

kife. She got hold of all my feelings, trying to oyﬁ me, and then

. tried to take everything away from .me. -She would be better deaut.""8

" In everything that Isabelle said and did, her friends were unwit-l

tingly or otherwiii,_xi::imised. John told her as much when he

lconfronted her with:

You are to blame for this, you morbid, silly
creature. ‘I hate to6 say anything to make you
v “feel bad, but the trouble with you is you are !
egotistical « You can't think of anything but T
yourself, You've got to stop bothering us, or
o I'11 wring your crow's neck, After tonight ‘go

-
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and pick the banes of someone eise.49
o T Lo . )
Isabelle answered, "I think you're a little unbalanced. You
- o

nol’

misintelpret everything. It is nofeworthy that Isabelle

thinks of John as unbalanced when the‘whole world could see ° - L )
™

-that she was the one who was crazy. ‘'People apdund Ieabelle i

) SR .o
iron vise-grip of Isabelle. When he went to strangle her, he i !

Eo
found that she was dying. Thus 1t needed her death %0 release -

+* the eame vay-as the'others. However, she.does seém strange to the

different from-Isabelle as day and night. Her eccentrféitiee

~should not be exaggerated, simply to prove a gg;nt Anﬂa-is

S T—

called her 'strange', 'obsessed’, 'stupid', 'a maniac' and

scores of other names. The fact remained, however, that "we are ' !

all here watching_her,"ﬁg' and being influeneed,bf‘her and Hating s

to be underrger spell, ‘As John’said' ‘ -,

. She's got hold of us. She's got hold of you- )
gnd me and all of us, and we have 4ewghare it with
_ her - I tell you she owns us. She's got ‘
»~ ., - possession of us, That's what she wanted:
Slowly, in her own way she's taken possession
of us.5 " ' i )

d

It was ‘therefore natural that John would try to get out_ of this
b’*,” . P—

s Lo

. o a . -

them. from her stranglehold _,.f: - B : I

I e A

- Co The strangeness of Isabelle is-stili'different_

. from'thoseﬂof Pegéy'Sanderson, Harry Lane and Fr. Dowling. She

.45._

seemed to have a different kind oT Eccentficity. Indeed, as we
shall see in the 'subsequent chapterb, she is not to be treated in

. L
people around her and her death e?s a relief to all,

Anna Prychoda in Thews Shall Inherit the Earth is.as

~

probably the nost normal of the eccentrics under discussion and

i . ‘ -
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yet, 'she is unconventional. She has a way of acting which is

different and therefore, she too iskcgnsidered abnormal and amoral

[

by'people who only know. her slightly. As we shall see in a later

chapter, Anna's influence on her frienos is simple but effective.

A

She is creative and regenerative, where Isabelle is destructive -

and disruptive,  Even 50, Anna should be considered among che

[ 5N

eccentrics in order %p understand her better in later cﬁépters.

She is not the major character in the story. But in this thesis

we .are not dealing with major characters, nor with_themés_of_'

Cellaghanis‘novels. We arehonly examining some special char-
)
acters.. As we shall see in the course of the thesis, Anna’'s

influence on Michael Aikenhead was considerable. She redeems
everybody by he;/gery presence; But‘inoorder to have that

characteristic, which we~will call transcendental (more about

Ean

-‘that in subsequent chapters), one had to be extraordinary. One

had'also to be considered eccentric by the .people around them.
- ‘Anna was . poor and out of a job, as was Michael,

N , - . . .
She had only one:summer dress afd a black silk one, trimmed with
' . . !
‘. ,

white. She had:one pair 6f stocking with a run in them, and a

/pair of shoes turned at the heels,- ."When she had left the house

—

that evening .the electripal appliance salesman in the front

~apartment_had'seid to his wife, 'There she goes in that dress

and those-shoes.. It's getting fuhny watching ner'."”% and the

-

“elderly Miss Gray, who gave a course of lectures on world affairs g

to young ladies who would come to her apartment on'Friday evening

hugged her starving gentility to her withered breasts and whispered

" that Huck Farr who put a fggd basket at Anna's door occasionally

L
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. was out to get her and that ifethat were to happen the apartment

block would become, a bordello. Miss Gray -was determined not to
allow that to happen. As “for Hucgﬁgarr, he considered any woman

0

a fair game. As he said, . o . B e
‘Mhere's  something mbout a girl like Anna that.
makeé: it pretty hard to keep your hands off her.

- I 1ove them when they are-soft 1iké that, I
~© °  mean bright-faced and firm and dager on the
. surface with a lot of spirit, bBut with something

" very soft underneath in them that makes you follow
- : them along the street longing to push them over._°
y By God, when they look like that they haven't a
- chance of ,getting away...

o«

It needed .the persistent and almost stupid intervention of Michael

r

to save Anna from the plans of Huck Farr. Huck had thought of-

her as an easy pnﬁh-over’and had sioply gone aft‘g'her.

T

When Nichael and Anna had startequ}iving together,
w”NichaeI asked her. 1f she would feel betten being married to him‘

Any conventional %irl wQuld have- in the first place not lived

-4
with-him without being married and would have pounced on the

suggestiqn of Michael., But Anna's answer simply fhs, "Not* unlesa

it made you easier in your mind."$6

-

This unorthodox, unconven—
" tional 1life did>not please iheir neighbours. .Miss Gray wanted .

-

_ Michael and Anna to be sent out of the building,-and she told/the

. . )
Janitor that if he did not send them out, she would. personally -

tell the owner of the bﬁilding about' the -preposterous goings-on,
\ . ’ - ’ . I N .
‘ One may dbject saying that the opinions of Miss Gray,
Huck Farr and the salesmen were not to be taken—segiousiy in an

[

analysis'of Apna's character aé‘they'are‘ordinery peoplem Bu;
that ‘is precisely why Anna is to be considered 8 different.

Fven Sheila,'bhe sister of .Michael, had problems'understanding

rd
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. P .
. . N

v . f

- \ ,
- ' ! \ . !

. . ’
o

H]

L~




}augh,suddenly, and who could let her fgqg light .up 1like a delighted

,to be"simple—minded,'na;ve, CraZY,\{ffigufe and enthusiastic.

T, ol

«
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Anna. Sheila met Anna for ‘the firste time cwhen Michael and Anna

were invited to come to their tovn where ROSS (the husband of

§~Sheila) was working ag a doctor. Shéila had feltvthat the smail ’

town where her husband happily practised medicine was too con- -

fining and hfs work too tedious and her 1ife too monotonous.

-

When she saw Anna, Bhe though§ of ‘her as rather noisy.and cheap.'

It was only after she got to kno&iAnna better, that she»realiséd

-~ ”

-how precious she was. SHeila found it difficult to undérstand

Q"how any girl could pqpsess such ehthusiasm and such a desire to -

I

.. N ' ‘ °
child's over the most Ipnocently simple matters that came up in -

a perfunctory conversation, .when her own life was drab and full
ofan infinite number of unfﬁlgille& and desperate hopes."57°

- L - ‘ X , oo
These, then, are the eccentrics. They are different;

Ao,

sbme of them are difficult. All of them are unique. They seem

\ .

Their exuberance seems to bé’ill-plabed.‘ All these character-

-

istics bring them into direct.confligt-with brdiqg;y,\practical-

miﬁded, intelligent people of the world. ' These worldly-wise

people are distﬁrbed bj‘the eccentricé and try to'change thém.

In the case of those that refuse to change ‘and become ordinary, .
- ) Ilg
there is nothing else that the world can.do, except get rid of them.

\0 . +
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\wgquggyica disturned them, and threatened their Eécufity; that

.Loveﬁ and the Losﬁ were inﬁelligent;,practical, ahd shrewd., let
‘respected by his flock. He brought up his only dayghter, whose -

~as he could. When he found that she preferred the company of: the

PN .
VA . . . .
- ’ . » . .
. . . ) . .
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, © CHAPTER EII ~ - . 3 N
- . . ‘ ‘ w/—'\ | , t
’ ; " WPHE WORLDLY - WISE" ¢ - : 4
- ) x l ' I/f - ) ’ "j
‘ We saw in Chapter II that)//me of the characters S

in the novels of Morley Callaghan arewﬁeculiarﬂand eccentric.
N l"

Because they did Qot conform to tpe patterns of society, people

g

- .
£t o™ W " R =

PR

opposed them. But the men and womeﬂ.mﬁb Eonfronted them werer
not nacessarily"baa' or evilminded persons, They were not ;/,,"
) ] L

uncharitable, unthinking brutes. On the contrary, theyfwé}e,

on the éhole, geﬁtle,\ordinary, cleyeréyeople who had their places

~

in society, who knew what society‘expe ted of them, and who did -

what they considered to be their duties. It was only when the

tﬁey reacted against thel, Tt is trué that sometimes they re-~ A
acted strongly, perhaps, “violently. But gived the pfovocation,

oﬁe can understand the violence that resulted in the “bargain. = -

P ol
We shall examine some of these "worldly-mise" characters in this

chapterx “For the sake of conveniénce, we shall study the major -

> 1

characters in each novel successively, and see how they reacted -
‘to the presence of ﬁha eccentrics that we,haveidispussed in

" Chapter II.

° ‘e %

The people who were around Peggy Sanderson .in ggg,~F

v
>

‘us begin by her father who was a minister of the church and well--,~

¥ - - T

.mother died when she was very |lyoung, as well, and as practigally,

Black Johnson family, he was angry and ashamad. "He E}abbbd'me ) ‘“5



¥

by the shoulders and shook me and said toudiy that all the

factors had to be considered; his usefulness to his flqck as a
whole had to be considered. He tried to shake 1t into me; It
~didn't méaﬁ anything."l A few years later when prhie Johnson

tried 'to get into nursing school and wanted Rev. Sanderson to

n

ﬂ a

use hfs influence, he coqlg-npt use 1t because she was black

L

and this woulQ/hate created problems in the school. "He‘said

«ﬁe-,r -“

N
ﬁ;XQ;

'IF only Sophle were a light mulatto - if\only she weren't coal

black!'. and then he talked about the 1itt1e compromises that

) .

e
had tpo be made for the sake of harmony in the flock.’“2 Peggy

K ’ v . b

Sanderson . did not appreciate the practicai wisdom of ébmpromising

Sk e St Eor, BN AT

on princ1p1es,~and therefore, she was upset and walked out,-

K
courttng«pneumonﬁa. It should .also be mentioned that her father

PRI A S

,
=
LAt

"later confessed that though he was & -famous

church, he hdd not believed in God for many yedrs, and, there-

A

fore, was unable'to Ppray. But we can already s

.

BT,
et AR

i 484

Sanderson was not able to see, as others could" that sometimes

i

principles had tp be compromised. - K

; There were others who had difficulty understanding

i

.her ways. People like Malope.had thought of her~as easi\§ ey.

" After all, if she yas 0 easily available to the Blacks, it shoulde
be easier for him to have her, "The; can touch you; but when I
try and tou;% you - Am I such scum°"3, ﬁe asked in disgust By

- her‘refusal he had been humlliated. Thepefore,_he‘hadlbecome
violent with her. All his life he had thought of "himself as
suberior; and® when someone jolted tﬁis sense of superiority, he

A

- would go wild with hate. Then, there was Wolgast whose father,




T S R
. 1

T ’ * . ’ v :
s o B
before his death, had-asked his son to "try and own a white

(XN

horsxof your own some da'y;'"* Wngasf: had worked very hard . o

at(tﬁ s, in\diffarent wa&s'énd different places. At last he
came to Montreal and started his 'Chalet! restaurant. He was
legiﬁimately proud of this achlevement and of his town; aB

.9 - ”

the fine custo?ers and connections he had bullt over thetyeérs.

‘He wanted, above all things, to be left alone and to have things

remaiﬁ just the way they were. He did not ask for much. After

all these years of toil and trouﬁle he had a right for that'

mucﬁ Then came'Peggy witn her Negro friend €o his Chalet, and

\

threateged his status quo. "What bothers me is that this lack of

’

prudence of hers always brings out the worst 1nst1ncts in us,

the stuff ve try and hide, the stuff that's inhuman.“5 These

are very practical, wiqeqword§ from a-man who has great experi-

'

ence of the world. What Wolgast understood of Peggy qgé! "She

v

wgnts to move out of ét. Antoine with her jugs, and we both know

n,vhy she picked on e, Weii, I've got nothing against the jugs.
. < Py

So let's séy she brings one, then-another and another, counting,

on getting awa& with it with me. . hat? - So soon, I'm‘runhing

a nnger joint and+Il lose my/EI;e-class of cug;qhers and I'm -
6 .

‘N&-

/
through Am I right?" of course, w 1gast waﬁ¢right His“%on- .

d not want this to

o

“clusions were deliberateéamd sober. He

.happen to him." w%igast wanted McAlpine, as a m&tual friend, to

tell Peggy .that het visits to the Chalet wl&h Negro friends c&uld

result in drastic consequences. '

- ) Among the Negroes whom éBk counted as her friends,

El

- there were people with genuine problems bgp;uge of her.: Wagstaffe,

™ . . 3

-

-~\
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MR one of the members of the band in Café St. Antoine was one such.

anese L

He was a Negro who had travelled far and wide, until he tam}ﬁto

[

Montreal and found that to be the moqt'peaceful city to'settle

down. Even he found that "she's lowsing up my band, Sooner o
7 . : . .’ ' s

PR

]

-or later’ehe'll make trouble. M

. -

had gone around with her-thinking that her friendship was uniquely

He was a friend of hers and

.
PP
o

o1,
gL

and exclusively for him. Rngound out however, -that she was |
-offering herself not only for him, but also to other Negﬂo members
. of the band, or anybody elee A bum is a bum in my race as

o, vell as yours. A girl ought to have some discretion, not make it

= ‘cheaﬁ, not for every bum; you can't Just throwlthat stuff around. ’ ,\}h
C Sure, you ought to be able to. That"eaey anectién with that "
s - wonderful (gspect reminding you - well, before we all got'vised ’\\\,; - /”?
"t up eh?"8, That was bad. He Hnew that it was not in the nature .

' v v v
of human beings for everybody to respect her, because people do .

-~

. not trust each other that much, and therefore, ‘the old devil

»
N P
~
o st Eosy . .
PP RIS M- e e L T N
N

! inside of every perégn would get to work. People, then, ﬁould '\ f_'?‘ /;;
-~ g
o startnwatchingfeac other in shﬁg}cion and jealousy. His con=- ) L;:///éf
R clusion was sﬁunningly wise, and worldly. "She's, maybe, againat B ?
‘ everythingfinvthe ‘rile- bOOk she's throwing her stuff at the . " ’zlﬂ
book, but maybe that's not” so. good. Everything busts wide ; ' - .j%f I
open when there's no rule book. "9 ‘Therefaye Wagégaffe also g 't ’ ‘%:
wanted McAlpine=to warn Peggy Sandersonfnot to bother him or the l, ' “ %J
-: other members of the band. The day she dXes, Wagstaffe the - ?u .é
. * " 5t. Antoine café manager had come to warn her. to leave town in ';‘ %%
i vorder that troubles such as had happened the prévious night could Y . ~:£%
A be av01ded in the future. T - o (—. S :h.

. ~N
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“Wilson was a trumpet player in the band. His wii;e
was,'naturhlly, upset and angry that Peggy was attracting‘the oo _f'x
attention of her husband . She also°came "to McAlpine one day and’

'askea him to make Pétgy leave her husband alone, because she
thoughtf“Only-youVcou1d~do it! easy, Mister, and leave me some-

. a . .
thing, leave me with eomething."lo These are pathqtic words, o

}
wrung from‘%he heart of a quiet voman who onIy wants to keep
her husband and save her marriage. T o f y é
) Tt was ‘therefore, not surprisiug that 'hezi: the _ R 3 )
fight took place in Café St. Ant01ne, there vas hardly anyone ‘ ‘:“g

' to defend Peggy. Vrs. Wilson called her 'nc: go*rash' WOlgast )
‘éalled her A 'troublemaker', and Wagstaffe vanted to throw her . N
out of the cafe. Frs. Wilson, calling her a 'slut' snatched . Tk
,h cétsup bottle' and threv it .at’ her. ‘"The catsup sprayed from , -%“
the bottle in a'blood-red line tov@ard her, and she sc;eamed ) j

; Beer glassed throyn at' her broke a? her feet and scraps pf“sand-, %
liéhes fe}i t}ound ue;."ll She was rejected by them allﬁ,“ g

| w t of Jim McAlpine who knet her: better than :

‘ egherﬁi who 1pved_am§-reépected heu?, :s we had seen in a previous '%.
chapter, he feund that~fge;ht€;; the pattern, and’to him, b;eaking . /é
thelpafté;u ;;s no -go;d He»;as»duribus ébout her viefks to St. ’ ;é
Antoine;v His -own, tirst attempts to investigate her abtractions iﬁ;

".'to the N!grq)section was not easy. He was not,uaed to that kind of - f%% |
neighbourhosd. His first atfempt to ilsit the caté was difficuié ' “‘. '{%,“
He could not bring himse&f to go to the "tawdry café, Ioeking ‘tor Jg .
her am;ng the noisy, halfﬁdrunken patrons, the blacks and the . -5 )

'whltes, the few loose-vitted, ‘cheap white girls, and then finding .
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her on the dance floor svaying in the arms- of a vhispering Neg?b7

‘wll

wha held her tight against him." He found his‘sy ambitions

to be a renowned writer qnd scholar, and his ’eelingg for,Peggy
to~be at odés. When he tried to reason with/her- about the dangers
of frequenting the Negro bars and hang-outs, she accused_himnof
pulnng at ber coat-tails. He knﬁ\ﬁhat his following:her around

would get him ?150 into difficulties. He did not want his curi-

~ -osity to get_the better -of common sense. He promised himself

LA

v e

several times-that he would avoid her éihée he had come to Montréal
for a-better'réasoht\\: o )f ) S -

| In spite of these resolutions of McAipiie, he *
COntiand to see ﬁer.' But he_?éuld not eqdangE; his job, by
mentioniﬁg‘her ndme‘t;)Catherine or Mr. Carv;r; At‘th; party
given by the Mﬁrdoig?, he denied her by giving her a fictifious'

néme; When he had ingratiated himself to her and,her apartment,

. his effort was to make her go 'straight' In order to do that

& .
he implanted‘in,her mind doubts about her present ways. He to}d

her .how the feeling tof securify was nlhessary for everyoﬁe. "I

H

‘mean it had jﬁsf struck me that there's a white horse for every-

body. Call it possessions-security-a dream...There's such a

-

herse for yeur father - one- for me - the guy, the girl next

\door." > These were practical words quing from ‘a mag who

considéré§ himself a man of the world. As he said in the end

to Catherine and detective Bouchard, "He had known that he wa§~

drawing her away from a iife that ‘'did not become her, and he had

. waited patientry for her to realize she could love him."lh

\

.

The night of the Cafe riot when she was willing
P
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. o give herself to_him, he would not stay with her. McAlpine

? .did npt wa@t to feel that he was taking advantage of/a moment
. ’ " ' a ' /l
. © of eakness in her life. "He did not want(Peggy/ko/accept him
o . . >
,  because she had  just been rejected by everybody -else. He tried
- ; Q . A - «

to pryout of her if she had ever gone to'bed with any of the
id . d others. = When he could not get a satigfactgry answer,_he decided -
not to stay the night with her. . Doubt had entered his mind and -

Jhe wanted to clear his tind ﬂgzo;e accepting her. - ’ . 4
- .
v

‘ Thus we see that evef&one*infThe Loved and the Lost - ;

wae‘decent They were all honorable people, who wanted .to do J

the right thing, who 'wanted things to be left Just the way they T -

15 and who found Peggy Sanderson's intrusion into their

"

lives irritating. Not only was she 'perverse', .she was also

were',

destroying the fabric eround her. Nobody could tolerate this

tearing of the secﬁriby blanket If peaceful mehns failed, as

<

Mrs, Wilson warned McAlpine, "I'd do it the hard way; but, hard

16 ~ o

or easy, I'd make it stick." ° Tt did happen, because in the -

end Peggy wae found to have been raped and strangled and everybody -
o .. . -

~ . could get back on their white horses.

p o - )
[©d . e Morley Callaghan's depiction of characters in The

Manx,Colored Coat is more subtle than that of The Loved and the .

$ Lost Not only is Harry Lane different from Peggy Sanderson, the
other characters, in the novel have- to be studied from more compfex
— angles. The person whose life and death.is central to the story

is Scotty Bowman. After.having spent many years‘as g bank manager,

Scotty was, known to have been a shnewd judge of characterz - He

' ) found that Harry was vulnerable as he was innocent and naive.-
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)- Therefore when Scotty manipulated the loan, he had ulterior

motives, viz. to éharé'in the potential wealth that the 1oan'tp

‘Hérry';as expected to make, Therefore, when he ias caught in
. " the act, the o;ly favour he asked of Hérry, seemingly to protect.
' " the latter, was not to m;ntion his own possible cut in the &hares.
. Harry L;ne.innocentiy promised to keeithQ seééet, because, as
| Scotty téld him; "I'ﬁ not qfking you no; to tell the truth.
Sométimes téé truth gi&es é completely wrong 1mpression,"17 - - ’
which it did, in the "final analysis. Scotty did not underestimate -

S ' the Ynnocence of Harry; but be had not expected that it would

- . ; - . ¥ -
ovelrwhelm him and that a "terrible disappointment in himﬁel?"lg -
wo make him take his own life. It was only at the trial when

. Scotty Bowman did not say anything that Harry realised that he

e

was being manipulated. Harry had thought of Scotty as a father- - o

) figpre;;wﬁo would go out of his way to‘help him, and for the Bake

-

Rsbeade 2t

of Scotty's hérour;‘Harny had—notﬁtqld_af the arrangemeht to s

Lt

- 5

give him a.share. After the trial Harry'wanted to write ta Scotty
[ - ) .. asking whyihe’did not confesé to the. full truth; but he could no@ ; ‘
b}ing himself to séndﬁthe-letter, feariggvthat it might hurt -
Scottx. It was only when Scot£y%committed”éuicide that Harry -
realis?d thelfull imﬁért‘of.his'position. Scotth as Harry said, | “"15
C L ' had cut his throat, and Harry Léne tried tofget al;etrial to - l

clear his name. ) I,'., , 4, _ - . L
} . = \ ) ‘Mr.'“Max’Sweetma'n, the ggner o;‘ the distillery by .

| - the saﬁe Eame, wdis not” without sympathy. 1In fact, like Hr; Carver . - i

of The Loved and the Lost, he prided himself on his liberal T

o, . education and breadth of mind. y He was the one responsigle for

] ’ . i

. M i l;_ ! f:‘t}



i ..‘ ' : ‘ “" - 39 - . | ) .. ’ )

B 0 ’ 4\'
* . - . - 3

the/yplift and betterment of Harry. Herwas not unwilling ‘to

; ) - .
. learn from Harry Lane and forgive him qgs foibles.. But he fe}t . -
- - Ry ’ L

— "that pity is a luxury, and it'stdamn corrupﬁfng too."19 He found

- - fault witﬁ Harry ﬁqné for having withheld the truth about Scotty
s ' ‘ ' @ B
~as "the truth.about any man is pretty hard to tell, because * ,

someoﬁe else always has another angle’on him."zo Max tried to ..

1

; - exonerate Harry because he knew that Harry had bewn betrayed - ST . e
| ) .
' by Scotty. Hodwever, Sweetman was a practical businessman 'who

- o knew that his personal relations officer could Lpt afford to he

21-

scandal-ridden, "L‘homme de bonne volonté" would not sell his N

e R eadgans o ddm Y

| ] T products, and he had to make practical, wise and oﬁjective deeisions '

;ahout his employees, because "if it's a business matter and it's .
; v -
) . your awn grandmother you can't afford to be aentimental Business o

22 Esther Sweetman told her husband in . - |

policy-is like destiny."

practical terms, "Neyer mipq the. sense of honop. Honor ‘won't,
- - put méney fﬁ the bank, sell whiskey or buy one of jour twenty-j

{ ‘ - o “ five égllar shirts."23 Therefore, Ma& Sweetman under extreme
l “ f " pressure from his wife, had to fire him, though relucfantly. -
l

- T Lawyer Ouimet was a Catholic who was ngt se}f-

in&ulgent and\, so, suspected a{lyong like&arry Lane, ’There'fore,
the croés-examinafioq that he conducteg was'likeﬁthe gold kn;fe
that he was carrying on a gold chain - smooth and sharp. As &n
experienced lawief,,hb had no doubts about the chapacter-éf peféons
1ige Harry. . He could seé how Harry would suppregs information o ) ié
R ‘ about Scotty, "It's beneathA;:man lik;-you to feel like ‘a - o
‘conspirator, isn't it? So you make a gesture. In'thehga;e of I
compassion anq charity. To the point of being harmful to yc)’ur’-~
self, A liﬁ?lf feckless. dh! buthgharitab%e. A touch of
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compassion.” 24 In the process such a person would also
protect himself. Thus Ouimet wanted Harry to examine his

conscience. For himself he had no doubt that Harry wanted to

go on bothering Bowman and the ‘o?ld by disturbing the con-~ £

.sciencee~e€ people, He could not take that from anybody.
4

-~ Harry Lane, in his time g; troubles, went to*.

. -

talk to a priest and the priest was almost like tmimet _ He'-

told Harry tbat:his hungering after justice was "a favourite
. . '

" trap of the devil.~'He likes to make ue think that people

aren't doing right by 16925 ana ‘that Rarry dnd his 1lk would
"be wounded in fbeir pride if people did not believe in wpen.
' The priest in his ‘conversations with Ldne, had to ask him to
look into his own heart, to find out what was involved in the

. case, and that Harry should not suppose tnat a man killed him-

self to spite him. M"What awful egotism of you to think so."Z®

He had prefaced his advice.with the horror of fornication and .

how all of‘Hafry's sins might be rooted in carnality. The priest
- ™~ .
tried to console Harry by saying thet»God in his own good time,

would. reveal his: truth and justice. ‘ C =

-

Jbﬂge Norris was of the 6pinion that Harry Lane

[

"was.a natural born anarchist, who went against the traditions of -

society, and in the process becoming popular. "That's the ‘whole

27

corrupting sequence of this thing."~" Therefore, he did not 'i?t

) his daughter to have anything to do with Harry. NMrs. Morris felt
- M - - . —
that Harry "makes me feel he sees thinge he shouldn't see, Well,

it's like an invasion of one's privacy, isn't it? There are some

xthings a well-bred man shouldn't see, or at least let on he sees,

\

. @\ . ! )
S C e - - : - -
v . ; . ) o
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and what I don't understand, I really'dpﬁ't, is it's all part N
28 . °

- . _of his attractiveness." This attractiveness in the fiancé of

-r

- Mollie Morris might have made her mother jealous of her daughten.
. ' Buf she felt. sometimes that "some women are 0 glad of a chance
to risk:someth%géﬂf? (fer the Bakelof the man she leved." -
o . ol Mollie\Morris did‘net.have all the puritan habits,
) and attitudes of eer p;rente. KBut she wanted to remain a virgin -

- . .~

a much nibbled-virgin - (as Harry lane said) and wanted her

‘ //‘

future husband to take his rightful place*in.society. Mollie'

N

had complete faith that Harry would not —behave badlyBo and that

he was naturally attractive. In order to show her love and

- -~

devotion for him, she was even ‘willing to defy her parents,

”

eccompany him on .his exeursions to different baré where, Mike

would likely appear. But when she found that Harry was not the

[}

same as before ane "m&re and more you hate everything .I stand .
for"31 >~ ghe tried to abandon him., When she wi/t to warn him of
‘ Mike Kon's- threats, only to find him in the company of Annie
- Laurrie, she thought, "Whatever he get's from Mike Kon,... it

serves him right."32 Even so, at the final trial she volunteered

to testify on behalf of Harry Lane. That Ouimet twisted this
e testimony to fiis own purposes was not the _fault of Mollie Morris.

In everything, she tried to show<her love for him, and at the o

-5 o - / -~ . hling -

"« ' same time follow her values and good breeding.

o

Mike Kon, the tailor was a good friend and well- -
- ,.wisher of Scotty Bowman. Since the t1ite Scotty had helped him

set up shop, hé had-become a sincere friend of Scotty's family.

a

. When he found Scotty cultivating the friendship of Harry Lane,

v
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'.Mike-was dismayed bggauée,he’considered‘Haf}x to be a phoﬁx“énd a
smooth'talker,'nothihg more. " Mike ;ad warned Scotty about the.
dangeés of this friendship. When Scotty :iiiaccused of havinge

o jmanipulated the bank 193? for Hafry, Mike knév that it was because
K "of the evil influence o¥ Harry, because "never in his'lifg did |
- Scotiy get out of line"33 until Harry used his friendéhi}.) At .

.. the trial Mike's béarina)was much more impressive than th;t of

the néturally”suaje Lane, ahd_when he had acquitted hipself .

honorably as’ a witness in defense of his ffiénd, he falked out of
the witness stand with great courage. "His head held high, e ¥

»

.passed by, his moral outrage, his conviction that'Scotty Bbwmanw

A .y

P2

his scornful smile.“ju_ When he ﬁeard of the death of Scotty,

- = .

-4
shouldn't be there at .all, so strong in his face-that Harry lost

" Mike had no hesitation in declaring that Harry Lane was the in-
direct cause of the end of Bowman.
N . - ‘

It was, therefore, with great chagrin that he

- found himself hounded by.Harrj Lane's machination., Harry was

4

- usin; his coat to castigate him, to run hiﬁ.dut of his beloved
haunts and to estrange him from lis friends. Hg tfied upsuéceés-
fully tb make up to Harry, so that he could:Be reinstated in the
business .community. But he found it difficult to go. to Harry to

make restitution; finally, when he did go, .Harry laughed at his

" .understanding or misdﬁderstanding of Harry's troubles. It was
this ridicule from and because of Harry, that made him, albeit

' reluctantly; to confront him, to try to explain himself in front

"df witnesses, and when this féiled, under extreme provocation,
.8 M . “ .

to assault him.'

£

%
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r y ’ Mike Kon's is>not a simple story. ‘He can't be cast
1n the mold of a vilihiﬁ. On thé contfkry, consldering the pred-
icament he found himself 1n, one could say thatkng was more sinned

" against than sinning. He was a onetime boxer who was called

l
'.
L ¢ tMike the Tiger' in h;é time, and Harry should have thought better

s

. . than to taunt him, Even s0, Mike tried through several means to
‘bring about peace for himself - cons@lted Ouimet, advised. his

Aye-3 \ @ . -
friends, told Annie Laurrie, requested Molllie Morris's inter-

vention - and when all these failed he Went personally to talk to

_Harry. _ ' i i ™

\\ At thé‘s;cond trial, whén Harry failed/to appear:
to plead his case, and when the Eudge dismiQSed the Easg} Miké
vKon ‘had second thoughts about Harry Lane. It‘wés to his credit

that he declared that he had no right to have accused Harry Lane:
a0 I lost my hedad; you see, everybody wasuégainst3ﬂarry
roo  Lane and so was I, but*I was carried ‘away by my . -
! ‘ _sympathy for my friend Scotty Bowman. Maybe I had
. -t "no way of knowing the real facts. Maybe I "had no
Vo - right to judge Harry Lane. After all how do I know
' S what went on between him and Scotty Bowman? Maybe
- s I was blinded by ?g friendship for Séotty. That's
all. Thank you.,"’” * > - .

As the Judge told him then, ?e sounded more like a man. Annie
- , k%
Laurrie sald that Mike was™Harry Lane's best advocate.

a

) In his own way, Mike too was looking for justice -
1 ‘ ' ‘ ’ *
justice for himself, for Scotty Bowman and for Harry Lane. When
his paralysed father wrote on/a plece of paper; with great Qiffi—

o culty, "Judge Not", -he had been flustered. He did not 1like God's

_ - “-command not to judge, so one may not be judged. He could not see

. how a man cpuid think unless he was 'able to pass jpdgements;every

=, day. "Subposing you see a guy's a crook or a phony or a murderer.

~ ~

*3s
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What are you supposed té‘do? Just let him get. away with it?
I'm not God, Mrs. McManus, I have.{o do~the best I cari."36 ‘
' M;S.~McManus ponsoled him by sayiﬁg that there is a lot of
| difference between what should be and,;hat could be)~ Mike Kon ~
Wag doing what could be done. What he thoﬁght about Harryg.ane

he said and did. As Annie said, "Maybe in his own way Mike
37 )
]

is ‘an honest man.

IS

. 411 of these characters in The Many Colored Coat °

‘are honéét in their owh waysL; Théy had no axes to grind. against
Harry Lane. When they saw his eccentric behaviour, they fére,
- doubtless, dismayed. Some of them were wbrried. People liks

Ouimet who were so.sure of theilr consciences could not allow a T
,/ 4 \ Ty ’ - .
"man like Harry Lane to make them bestir themselves and ask second

questioﬁ%yof theﬁsplves. Quimet and other sedate people in the

-

novel wanted Harry Lane to examine his conscience. In;té;d, he,

jolted thgm out of their securifyfand sense of ﬁell-beiﬁghw_They

would not tSlefdte:such 'obscene' behaviour on the part of a

person like Harfy Lané. As 1oné as Harry L;ne remained s lgughing,
' stéc#, they diﬁ not mind; but when he~madé them the objects of . ’
. riéuéule, ;é had to be taught a lesson that he would not forget.

‘ ‘Ehe charécter:who trigg?rs‘the story[in It's Ne#er N

~ Qﬁg{ is Fred Thompson, the brother of Isabelle, who was hanged at

the very outset of the story. .Hss death %nfluences everyone
vassociated w}th him, Isabelle,:in‘; sadistic fashion;_held on. to

-

. / .
thié tragic death of Fred. She wanted not 6nly to remember Fred
2.

.
’ s
for herself, but also wanted the rest’'of the world not to forget

I4

,\L}um. Shg,.howevef, protested that that was not her intentions.

L 4
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" But Fred's death had created conflicting emotibnslin her mind. .

John Hughes, was a friend of both Fred and Ysabelle. - He was,

) :
above all a sensible man who felt that the only practical way

‘to deal with Fred;s death was to forget him altogether. Not
bnly did he not want to talk about him, he did not want anybody

'around him to mention Fred's name. The evening after the funeral

when Isabelle tried to talk -about -Fred, John was upset and angry.

“nas

He said: "Look here, I was- fond of Fred too. Stop talking about
it. What is there to be gained by having all our 0¥ thoughts

again° why do you have to torture yourself ‘and hurt ne too? I

P T

'won'¢ have it do you hear, Isabelle°“38 He avoided seeing her

as she reminded him of Fred. Later in the story, Gibbons men-—
tioned hanging and said, "A hanging draws QVerybody into it.,
We are all held. It takes hold ef some stronger than~othere.\

Some are sentimental and some are hard but they are all crucified

‘ in their own way"Bg John. Hughes Was 80 incensed at this statement
»of Gibbons_that he "reaﬂhed over suddenly and slapped Gibbons

hacross the face, then stared at him stupidly, surprised at what

ol
he had done.“u He apologized to Gibbons and sa}d "Talking
/
about him and thinking about the whole thing‘sxcited me and I

wanted to stop talking. I hardly know what - you are saying about

-him." Forgive Mer"hl ' ‘ Y

Fred Thompson was the albatross around the neck of

everyone;¢,Especially in the case of Isabelle—it was masochism.

John Hughes found that association with Isabelle was driving

<

‘ 1
everyone to abnormal thoughts and actions. Father Mason, Paul

Ross and Lillian were all captivated by the:ebcentricity of

-~

-

<+




arrested She thought she ought to losd everything. It was .

'kind of hard. It was better for both of us."™ The problem

furrous,with hinself, "I acted as the pimp forlher, do you see?

not fathom the degradatiqn thdt Isabelle had reached. As he tola -

.1illian, "he's got hold of you."™5 The fact of the matter was

- 46 -

Isabelle, John resented th;s,and tried to counteract her o N

" influence. He himself decided that he #ould have no truck ;°

with her:- "Six months ago we forgot all about it, after'rred was‘

was that neither of them could keep away from each other.) - . B

Their love, and thei mon experiences were too strong té break.

their\relatiqhship. John tried to divert her by introducing ~ In kf%}

her to Paul Ross. However when‘he saw that they went off . o }J

together and were enjoying their experience, he wag upset It ‘ T

had been to take Isabelle away from thé seemingly uncouth Ed ~

Henley that John had suggested this. arrangement. John detested 4
A .

Henley so much that he told Isabélle, "..you oughtn't to marry -

him.. Promise- you won't marry him."43 But when he found that -
- ’ \s

_ Paul Ross and Isabelle were going out of town together, he was - /b e

°

e

I fiXed it ail up. Irtoid him she was. ready for himy: and then

¥ ¢ ) S "“
they went on the road together.‘ql4L . R -

. John Hughes would not accept that this was jealousy, .o

and that his jealousy-was due to the fact he loved her intensely. B

He was resentful of ever&thing that.Isabelle did.i Whenfhe found «

out that it was Isabelle who had persuaded Lillian.to rent ‘an ) ) e ﬂ

.apartment where she could meet John, he was aghast. He could ol

that they were all affected by Isabelle. - e

John was an educated person who did uot want to do

. »
A - .
. » -
. - 6
. ~
. . 3 o ‘ o -
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anything raeh or imbetnous._ But he knew that he had to purge
himself and'he would by getting rid, of Isabeile. As he tpld the
priest in’ the confessional, "...It s in” my mfnd to kill somebody.

It's been in my mind many houbs now, I didn't *want to move rashly?

1 a

QQLJUSQ be carried aWay by a violent pasSion "46 Why did he, want

»

to kill Isabelle? "She took possession of ny whole lffe. Shé
é

got hold of all my . feelings, trying: to owh me, and then tried to
take everything agay from me. She would be better: dead "47 It
was his sense of fairness that brought him to the priest Before

that he had tested his landlady's reactions to murder. ¥She said

" that If she sag.the woman'wno took her husband away, after all

-~

these years, she would, still strangle her. The priest's adj;c} ' ,,'
nd/ he -

on the destruction of the- ego struck a cord 1n John Hughes

thought., . T~ .
- ' ‘ . \ x
‘o..that the priest had agreed with him that his own
. importance had been destroyed: His own soul- had
S been denied to him, but-he had a plan that ‘would
.4+ . restore.his own feeling of decency and dignity.
L He had not expected to get such an explanation,of 4
the stnong feeling from the priest. He swung .
open thg dbor,, stepping out into the cold, exalted,

excited, hking of doing the ‘act that would restore
"o, to him all dignity and decency of the splrlt he, a e
" man of talent anxiogs for all the good 4hin s, whs
entitled to.L'8

- * ~

“John Hughes had made upfhis mind After long, deliberate consid-

o -

‘eratlon, he decided to kill Isabelle.f What else could he do?

v
! *We will not belabour ;he analgsis of the worldly-

‘

. wise in They Shall Inherit the Farth. Anha does not’ encounter

l ,A‘

the kind- of oppoeition that Peggy Sanderson, Fr. Dowling and
Harry Lane encounter. Nor are the attitudes of Anna similar to

the one of Isabelle. _ Therefore, perhaps, she does not run into

" - . - -

[y

v
-
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~-was he who had set‘them up. Therefore he would have been res-

—48'.. " ' -
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that kind of opposition. As we shall see in the next chapter;
\y -
Anna' s a character which needs very special study. Hers iS‘the

only influence tﬁat does, not bring about d!!truction and violence
e

‘in others., However, we can still discern the wisdom orh perhaps

[,
the smartness of a‘man like Huck Farr, who would take advantage

of the weakness .of a:lonely girl ‘out . of work,:and she'seems to -

be willing to éh along with him. The unfortnnate part is that

Qboth of them had asked Michael Alkenhead about each other and it )

LN

o

) ponsible for anything that might have happened as a. result of

Huck Farr's aﬁventures with Anna, It was to Michael's credit

that, though in a ridiculous manner, he got Anna out’ of the -

» compromising situation. As for Miss Gray who thought that what

" was going on.in the rooﬁ with Michael and Anna is disgraceful -

.
e~

"eVerybody knows what goes. on in your_place with that girl not

d"l+9

marrie - what 1% one to say? Her,frustration is the frus-.
. b , .

- - . . L
tration of man}»like‘her,‘withered longing and Jealous of youth
‘and beauty. We will not. call"ither of these characters worldly-

wiSe. They are typical of their kind. .' °

-

People sd%rounding‘Fra Dowling in sueh is My*Beloved

are eVOCative f.-some of the cha:iiters we have examined in this

b—k
. Y} . \

,chapter. Mr. Carver and Mr. Morris*:;re both good men, liberal

minded, educated, -pillars of their sdciety. Nr. Robison and the

“

Bishop in Such is My Beloved are also practical people, well-

educated and wise to the affairs of “the world. Mr. Robison Was

" an aristocratic persqp, who would bchhauffedred to Church on.

&

‘ ‘Sundays, who knew some of the most important people in the city
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and the cwountny, bec'ause"of his position as a corporation léwyer. )
3
¥r. Roblson gave large amounts of charities where "he' expected- {
‘ ‘. 4
,his ‘name - tom at the head of the list in the newspapers. n?0 :
ﬁe’ vias’always happy when the pries'qs came to him for, favqirs; he . c
) . SN Ry ) L
" expected that he was -the man'to come to; as he said, nMef -11ike T & |
L0y a - 2 ‘
mysedf must do all we -can to keep the people contented and we're ¥ |
- : } ’ g
doing s0.m” ge admi’?“ed_’lche enthusjasm of Fr, Dowling and .wanted °, ;
0 ‘ ' N ‘ ' ) .d\
hiﬂ\ "to keep up the good wor}:,"sa s long as he was not endanger- *
'ing the good n,ame of the church of which the lawyer was very e K
cproud He was wi‘lling to admit tha’f_"love and charity alvays A
will s‘eemdto_ me to ‘be: the divine‘themes, {he most powerful themes :
s _ - LY
aff‘ecting the human heart"'53° When he saw Fr.‘Dovling's enthus | ToEy Y
_siasm for {he prostitutes, he 'as curious to "understand this P :‘ -
) ‘1ove, this® eagerne%s which did not seem like any emotion he had
' Sl" ! .o ’ » : . ° . - i ) ’
evepy felt. " s : - .
@ ! B . 9’ L’ -] ",5
CN - Nonetheleés, Mr. Robison knew that \enthusiasm must f

;hélnnwie certain limits. %e was will‘ing to go e}‘ohg with Fr., Dowling \LQ&
to-t]ée hotel where the girls entertained, 'But'\_.he. would not

comprou;ise hihself by ente;ing their residehce; and he did not ..

want the girls in his’ own home, and when Fr. Dowling suggested this,, ‘

i

'he was shocked It neeued the flattery of Fr. Dowling to coax

s AL
him te do so, When, at the instigatioa of his wife, Nr. Robison :
| decided tq x‘eport Fr. Dowling ‘to the Bishop, he did not; do 50 T -
lightly. Mrs. Rc:b}so"s reasoms for resentlhg the priest were, - J'/\ - "““i
'nrary. She thought that the ??;st}tuteke were me‘nt'aily 'eek; she‘ — i
, was not_happy at thefexf;nons of t‘h'e' priestl; and she vas .j.ngxllted, : [G{

by the girls. "The more she pondered, the more she. felt with -

5 -

- . *
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‘ deep sincerity that he was misguided, and the more she was deter-
mined to cling desperatelyvto her faith in he\rvowri"wisdom."55 Bue
yr. Robison felt deep regret and sympathy for the priest as he
went to the Bishop. He oply gid so out of a sense of duty. As
he wen} to the Bishop's palace, "he suddenly felt that he liked
tﬁe young prlest and 'ould not willingly hurt him., It was - . -: é
actually like a mild feeling of humility."56 This feeling made
_him a 1ittle more cheerful in his duty. Even'then he handled '
the situation very delicately; withheld the name of th%/:

riest

till the end of the conversation, and promised to use his in-

ftlueﬁce to throw the girle out of town so that the{griest would®
not be able tq visit them again. He feIt "uneasy, fluétered

L and 1rritable"57 at the thought of the.priest's enthusiasm and
1t was only when he stepped into his. familiar club that he felt

: that he had done the right thing in reporting Fr. Douling to the

Bishop. ’ T S o

WhaE/of~the Bishop himself? Hexype a well—read’

man who kept abreésﬁ of the writings and thinkings"\r his Church,
"He had a fine mind for politics, an intuition’ that compelled him e

to do the expedient thipg."58 Expediency, afterall, is one of .
. i - -' f) 4\ , '
the practical qualities of the worldly-wise people tqftiwe have

seen' in fhis chapter. He had the interest of his church at heart

-

and would do everything for its ‘prosperity. He feébeg:the outcome

_ . AN .

of a scandal that could be caused by Fr. Dowling, and was worried
-,

about how that could affect his projected finamcial campaign. At PR

the same time he understoodr the temptations that would beset his

. young, inexperienced ;:&:its.- "They're human beings, young men
. 1 PR -

8 e

v
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-without much guile or experience, full—blgﬁded and h_ea,a;lthy."s9 .

L:hwas of the* op‘.Lnicn tha% one should forgive their enthusiasm.

t-

wvhich sometimes drove them to excesses. He would prefer, thovigh,

N ) N
- sober and prudent direction of this enthusiasm, * He very . ' - S
_ delicately sitggested to Mr. Robison that he should use his -
. - - L , - ‘ :
influence to drive the girls out-of the town. ) . : JEPSEEN

{

- The Bishop hantedehis priests to be above reproach.

‘His conscience bothered him evér so 1little; but ﬂthe other part

x

of his mind was urging him to be rational, to be firm, to ad-

.
P T

] 'minister his ofﬂice according to his highest conCeption of
- [}
) : duty "60‘ He admitted to himself that he wasg h ppier when he was.

- - as young as Fr. Dowling, “before he ‘became more cautious and -

"formed estimates of the value of all human actions.ﬁ6l It was

not possible, according .to the Bishop, that ‘the priest would be-ﬁ\v

a salnt because if he had been, the Bishop (Buld have heard about

b -

it, Thus he came to the conclusion that he diﬁ‘not "suffep from

w62

a
L CUPY AP
I

o Athe sin of hardness .af heart," He decided that he had merely

bl ”»~

done his duty in transferring Fr. Dowling because "he was}an . -

[
.
§ o ae

* honest man who cehmitted himself to a piece of folly that can't

Q

"Qs . be tolerated, that's-ali’thése's to it.-"s3 The practical‘wisdom;

-
K
-
e S

the rationality of expediency infthe Bishop, "smoothed any qualms

: ' he might have felt in regard to the treatment he meted out to

°

Yo
% betitdbon ©

Fr, Dowling. ’ ¢

T c&# . 6ther characters in Such is My°Beloved also require

!
B

‘s

‘a passing thought. - H. C. Baer, the owner of the hotel where the-

A ' A

. girls lived, was a cynic. He had seen the seamy side of things
) - - ) A
) - ‘\ !‘w/ . - .
- for'sowmany years, that when he rétognised"the priest, he q}mply
. 4 > ! -

L

B U

o
4o ) .
P .
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. .o ;::ji)were disturbed in their sense of order, when, the eccenéries

k]

N R - -
pretended that he did hot know him. He had a leering undef~

A
one primal instinct, his need of the faith and his desire to -~

_'worship God."

*

discussed in this chapter were men and women beyond reproach.

- - 52 -

~

standlng of the weakness of human flesh. But in the enJ.when he
realised that the priest was the cause of his ruin, he_ asked

him: “You get the hell out of here, you fornicati? friar, and

never come back mﬁ A

® ’ Lou, ‘the ‘pimp was another cynic. He tolerated Fr.

Dowling. ,But he did not normally suffer fools 1ike him. He

w

was apprehensive that his Wusiness would shffer_as a result of

the 1n:erferenpe of the priest. fr. Anglig, the parish priest,

dld not like the,distqrbing'sermons of the young priest. He
R

felt that all art, "being sensual, tended to detract from man's

EY TN

65

Therefore, he did not tolerate any arguments

about. art. !heh Fr. Dowllng vas pﬁnished in the end, Fr. Anglin

\

was not sorry. "Like many another severe old priest, he felt a

littleAlike g pope and was ready to excommuoicate in his own

militant mlﬁa all who gisagreeé with him."§§

We see then, that all these people whom we have

They wanted_to live their lives in an orderly fashion. When
'uld_reveal the glimpses of chaos in the world, ,they would resent
, ro . . R
it. As long as the chaotic world was-hidden by the tmbrellas they S
e ;

all constantly-carried they were at peace. But the intrusion”

of the peculiar people like Fr. Dowling or Peggy Sanderson, was = L
like a- tear in the umbrella, through which they could get a i

€limpse of the qhaos surrounding them, What they saw did not
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satisfy- them. ' Therefore they would dispose of the messenger -

who.brought the news of the reality of things.
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CHAPTER IV

THE TRANSCENDENTAL‘YEﬁSUS THE GOOD TN\
. . , ‘ - oo & A '
It would be wrong for us.to déscribe the charac-

" ters we have discussed in Chaptef II as merely deccentrics". They
- ‘s

_-are heople whose standards are different from the people aroupd

’

them. They haisjhad some extraordinary religious experiénce which*

has left a lasting imprint on thém. The experience 1s beyond the

empirical. It goes4beyogd normal experiences. It goes beyond- )
- a ‘3 .
rational and ethical conceptions. 'Transcendence' is the word

_.that T prefer to use in this context. Transéendqntal}sm can. be -

- y 4 descri%ed, but it cannof be explained, The consequéﬁdes of’

'?f§nscendéntalism can be seen in those who experiénce it and)thosq

who come into contact with the transcendentalists. But it cannot s
~ t .

be fully eéxplained or logically analysed.' The é&perience of the

transcendent#kg}ngs about a transformation in the structure of

-+

. . values. The new hierarchy of vélues of those who come into

- : contact with the transcendert. In fact, as we shall see in this

L9

A ; chapter, it is difficult to inderstand them ahd if is this diffi-
- - Al - - ‘\ r

- ' culty that brings them into conflict with those arounq”them.-

a

Peggy Sanderson in The lLoved and The Lost is

an interesting example of one whose yardstiéks are different from
- s :’s .

that of everybody elsehéround her. @Bhe was notwprudent and wise

- . . in the eyes of the people who wanted to"be left alone. Nobod& . : .

could accuse her of qunﬁ-doing; but her very existence was

t . 4

r : : | o _
- : . . - 4 -

’ . . , . . " .

: . .. C : :
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7 im-

. : '
’ - , . f 3

" wrong, at least as far as they were concerned. Societyfdemanded
., \ . - -

¥

Peggyxfo confofh to its mores which were accepted as seorosanct. N
But, either she did not know them or she djd not care for them.

This is one of the attributes that we shall find common in those -

whom we call trans?endentalists. Peggy was not so much interested

in-the practicil dhd,the polite, as in her own sense of good and

e;ﬁ}. The struggle in the nEVei The Loved and The Lostiis be-
'tween'riéhé and wrong as society sees it and good and evil as -
ségn from another; anq’a higher,. plane.
As _was suggesfe& aﬁove, nobedy coﬁld accuee.Peggy'
. of wrong-doing. Foley who introduced her to Jim McAlpine said of
her, "When she's around we- smile at each other,"l; and they were
-happy to have her in the office. The strange truth, hawever, is
jha} when she was found to/pave been friendly with Neg:oeé,qshe
was. fired from her job, with trumped up charges. \
” " we will have to study her -ahew to undergland her
\better. In the chapter in whigp we sawTher as ecFentrie, fighting
the:good peoplé'around her, we only had a superficial lé}k at-her,
- or at any of these other characters whom we called "eccenttlc."
Peggy Sanderson 1s seen through the eyes of Jim FcAlpine. In fact,
Isabelle Anna- and Peggy are all seen through the ey;:\of others.
Callaghan only gives us subtle hints at the depth of these char-
acters, leaving us to come to our cortlusions., In the casag‘of
Fr._Dowling and\Harry Lane, while the narrator follows the s%ory
through the eyes of the two chgregters, there is a deeper legel to

- 5 /
these men which the reader is left to fathom for himself., .This is

[}
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where Callaghan's sense of irony is seen clearly. These books
- ' #

have a way of creeping up on the reader.,ins Edmund Wilson said

Hemingway and Scott Fitzgerald:
g The people in his stories do ngt burst upon us as
- they do in Scott Fitzgerdld or incise themselves
B as they do in Hemingway; gently but very surely
they lay hold on the reader's attention ‘and grad-
ually become more interesting, bécome something
often startingly different from what we had at
first supposed, and the situations seem to unfold
: aimost without the author's manipulation. ‘
e Tallaghan has nothing of the lyricism that intox-
o icated the readers of his two older colleagues, . - a
and the rhythms of his prose, though they carry
- ane, do not generate thé same kind .of emotion, but
" : his unobstrusive ant i1s more subtle and his intelli- >
) - ,gence more mature than those of either of the others.

:
4

4 [N

o McAlplne wondored what the nature of Peggy Sanderson's

)

J

repose was 'and how she was able to communicate it to others., It

was not her §uggestion of innocence, but "something in her nature

4\7
n3

like an act.of peace, that fasclnated him when he discuesed

~

A

replled ‘ny am lucky knowing when I am."l1L McAlpine, later in the'_
- story 'was trying to explain the dimpact of Peggy to Foley and others

and he said, "It's more like the way you feel when you suddenly

‘(a

‘come-on somethlng'&hat's just right."5,'which Foley called "that

‘oasis of happiness.“6 , o .

Peggy Sanderson and other transcendentaliéts will
not necesearily follow reason and logic. They‘go b& some other

N .
compulsion, or impulse, or 1nstinct which 1s hard to define. Peggy

?

herself called it ™her whirllng away feeling"', and which alwa&é

led her in fhe direction that she had to go: The first time she
S o :

. e

X about the writings of Callaghan-in comparison with his friends, . -

. . ‘"“Wj -
Nontreal with her and said that some people are never at home, she .

e I R
. .o
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was sure of it was when she left home, and ever since then 5he - ' '

w‘?r— _"\\

had ;followed this feeling and. 1et it &irect her. It is interest- f

-’; ing th%t when Henry Jackson mentioned the name Saint,Joan, McAlpine

-t - , b\thought "that she, like Joan, lived and acted by her own secret . )
' AT :intuition. Joan had shattered her world, and Peggy shattered - {
”LSP L \people too. Not only Malone, but Mrs. Murdoch even Foley. -She ;

'L‘ " would shatter all the people who lived on the mountain. Joan had %

i} to die, he - thought with a sharp pang, simply because she was what " fg

‘ she was."8 > %

- . o : . ‘ \ K

_ McAlpine, ln his guestjto understand Peggy better, 5

went to many of he;-friends to ask them about her. ~When Wagstaffe %

‘

.,

wanted Jim to ask Peggy to keep away from the Negro section because

she was creating confusion and Jealousy among his people, hmAlplne

z\\
< e gt
xMM-&':» oE -

‘ said, "Isn't it wonderful! A girl who can't help belng the same‘

~
yith;everybody...People_ihouthink one way have an itch to spoil ) §’4
. ) her\because'she stands for sonething else. And what*s really g‘
. . :icomical is that we arent't hating people arognd here for being as ; - ) gr'
vicious as-they are, ‘we are resenting her‘}or being what she is. "9 'é
McAlpine touehed on thevnub of the problen of Christianity,:hen e - j_
v he said that. The hate and resentment against Peggy was not be- \ é
.cause she was vieious, but because she was what‘she was.. >§
B N Ji; McAlpine tried to reason with Peggy because -i
r ! ' . ” !
{\ others were threatening her. In reply,-Peggy sald, "They'll *‘u@§
3 N break their oacks trying to hring you in line again, and if you | ‘%%'
E | ;qonft see things the'wap everybody else does, you're crazy or ’ %%g
E - perverse or pig-headed or stupid. Everybody's willing to givgf L é%
! | . you a hand. if you'll only string along and quit. And if‘you‘non't, \%i
o T '“ u
l [ ] : l‘ .,;‘,v
4 . B » +
B - - : .
:

\
-
3
'
l’.
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©oquit-" She left the.,sentence incomplete as.it’ was obvious.

She found that people would not let her be what she wanted to

be, She had, talked to all kinds of Negroes and found that -

»

Justice was blind in this regard, and, so, n‘a‘f'fy of them weke

\

on the run,”they»were running avay from&-wh:t'te%ustice.. She asked,

: "Loolc, Jim, who's being inhuman?’ The supeprcilious 'people who

S
1 )

J--have charge of this world or me? In one"way or another there

are a lot of~ people on the run from \vhat's 1nhuman,"ll“and that

A=

some of them came knocking att hér. do“or and she only wanted to .
- . JRCEVE
help*m. Because of this sense of inJustice, she had, some-

times, contempt for her own race. This wag her "noble adven-

oo

..‘ e/
ture."12 _ S . . . -
vﬁﬂ- C While .on’"this adventure, she was not biind to its
.4»

possible canequences. It is in}teresting to note that people

I

mlike Peggy are always aware of ’ths dangq'rs attendant on their

o
efideavours. They reali;se that being. against the engrained mores

. and taboos of society, they may end breaking their heads against

the stone walls of societal resistance, or even worse. But this

is a conseque‘n‘ce they accept, even though, sometimes, reluctantl” "

The fascination Of Peggy for the crouchi}ng leopard was very sig-

nificant There was in her "a mixture /of peace and wildness."13

One had to be daring, to embark on this noble adventure, whether

one- is directed by principles, 1mpulses or instincts. Why, she ,

asked for instance, did nobody think abbut what she thought.. Wh ;
8 y

did McAlpine and’others have to const ntly talk about wﬁ'ﬁt others '

thought abogt her? As much as she was concerned for the welfare

“4

t - N e
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[ P - of .others, Peggy was, a woman of &trength. She was not afraid to =

n

, o . s
g0 andclell Wolgast what she thought about him.

,Thie utter disregérd for prndence'and good sensé
- . -

P : would land e;&'these characters in great danger. Peggy ‘was in .

rer i
1

conetant’trdnhle from all. Afteér the riot 1n the café, she came -
PP
homé and FcAlpine found he weeping and Mhe knew she wept out of

"

shame and over the failure of her Judgement of herself and others

13

and her bltter humiliating ieappointment " % Such was the g
- A
disappointment in herself and in the human race, she loathed

: herself and wondered how Jim could declare h¥s love for her. She
| Ve g

was 80 grateful for this love that she was willing to ‘give every-

'

PP
¥

thing of herselﬁ to Jim at that poin} Jim delayed.because he
g N
doubted and "in a moment of Jealous doubt his raith'in her had T e
weakened, he’ had lost his View of her, and so she had vanished "15

. The end- of Peggy Sanderson is the 'end of most of ’

[ . . 3 N .
the ‘characters that we will discuss in this chapter: .desth. ‘It : o
-~ / :
was necessary for the sanity and normalcy of the world\fhat people
- - Q “»

7

,like Peggy Sanderso! should die. . It‘is better for one personuto o s

Son
%
L

. 4
R die than the rest of humanity to change their Ways. As detective

'9

BOuchard Sald ‘about the cauee of Peggy's death, "What .1f we all A\ % ’
aid 1t? Thé tuman condition. That has truth, dontt yéa tnmnk?" 6_ " >5%~
,)ff‘Yes, that has*truth. What then, of the people around Peggy%- fhey ) i%‘ )
) fould not accept her as she was. The vorld will neVer be ready ., 4 .ég‘

to accept suchnpepple. The human condition {6 such that: Christ . S fégn

will be cngcified again, that Joan would be burned again. Jim

td . -
2

McAlpine looked up at the’ mountain ahd had a swift fancy, He = °
. _ N ’ ' ‘ // -é

%?
- thought he hes'rd horses'. hoofs. ‘ S s
v . ! ¢ ;. . .t > ’ - k I;‘g:‘
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2 , -A11 the proud men on their white horses came storming o
* . * down the slope .of the mountain in a ruthless cavalry

charge, the white horses whirling and’snorting 1 §
. 'the snow. She didn't own a white horse. She -didn
‘ \ T want to. She didn't care, ,LAnd he was beside her; ',

-

_ but he drew back out of the va; of the\gerrifying -
hoofa as they.rode over her.

That £hen, would be the fate of Peggy Sanderson or anyone else . .

‘ vho ,,oulds. be like her. 4 \ ‘ ]

Let me repeat here what hae been mentioned berore,

~

J' | ]

vizt in isolating ornie character for the sake of this chapter 1
,vo. n)t

1ntend to malign the other»characﬂers in the fovels of

,
BT B N SR S

. Yo’ley Callaghan. These stories do not lend themselves to black\\})

. .

?

- by

*and vhite dirferentiations. There are no heroas and no villains.'
L

It is- the glory of his _novels that Callaghan has not chfIKeted ‘$_

any charasters. Even the Judases are gset in sympathetic light

ra‘ N !
to allov the reader to see every side of ° every character. The &

Bl b

ﬁEople mentioned and discussed in Chapter II1 are not bad char- ' ' .
. <% > .o
apters.: Sore of them are not only wise, but also righteous\

-, - o

persong. . Bht there a%g-others/;n these .novels uho stand out as .

. 5\ q
extraordinary‘because of theif’ values or' their potentialities, . s

because they‘have their §9als set ditferently fropﬁthat of others. -f

It is these we call transcendentalfkts, because they transceqﬂ oL

‘ the ordindfi\ZEigff;T::by strive to reach the unreachable, or’ R
tHey have the possi ties of doing 50, ( : "

-

Harry Lane in The Nany Coﬁg;ed Coat 1s not of the

same méld as Pegsy Sanderadn or Fr. Dovling. Lane is not other-

/

iorldly. When hi wag a successful public relations man, if he

( ’
had been'told vhat he was going to do, after .the death of.Scotty

a , i \
-+ Bowman, Harry 'ould have been surprised at himaelf and would have

v

“
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» denied his potentialities to do what _he did, Nor does it seem §
’ as if vagaries of fortune that-he underwent was different from t

¥ : -
that of Mike,{on. And yet, there are differences in the way 2

they viewed these ups and downs. Mike Kon was anxious to %e-
- { ) Qx\' : . . A
- establish his place in society, and to r nstabe,himself as a -

»

snccessful businessman. He would only gsee the hand of Harry

trying to pull him do-n from h@sfpvsf{ion in society. This he‘:

i

R s

% . ' o
W“mﬁm}pﬁkk‘kﬁ%w Az

\\(/)~i resisted with a}l the force that he conld command His under-~ )
standing of the episode of the many-colored coat 'as radically >
different from that of Harry Lane. While Harry used the coat o
v to get back to court Mike thought it was ‘a deliberate attempt

Q- to belittle and rididule hin 16 the eyes of the public. But, : .

that was not the intention of Harry. At least he wag gnly usin

d .
hthe coat and through the coax Mike, 80 that he 'ouldQ:;\th//7 T
% o . v
to vindicate h*g-innocence in court. Thus Nike was a means ' o

rather than an end in the plans of Harry. It is this end that

"* Harry had in mind that makes him different from Mike Kon or any-

_ body else in The Many Colored Coat.  Harry wag_ preoccupied by’
] - N ‘ = )
Jusbici\end imndcence - in particuiar, his oj:\}hetice and

sy

Kinnocence; He was willing to go to any extent, to suffer, to

ndure, to become an object of ridicule and 1aughter, in order

’

; R to achi@ve that end

s K '.' > a.. -
Haggert and Qhe rdst of{?is former friands not

e only laughed at Harry, Yout came to have a'tontempt for him, . and
[ 4 '

. cou%d not understand why he®was embarrass{ng himself and others.:

¥

But Ogilvie seems 40 haye understood something vhen,he'said
- , | ) . ) -
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"the sake of their elf-esteem"
£

'of his convictions. Harry 1iked doing good to hig people. But

% -
" never had a chance to punch Scotty ‘Bowman on the jaws so nobody
- believes he was ever wroﬁged: People are 1ikq-that."19 This

» - . : R
statement was-simple enough to be profound as .the magistrate |

" friends and Jis social position. qrry Lane realised that by

‘Lané felt the injustice of it all. The fact of the matter was o

) fhgt truth gbout_aﬁy man is p;etty hard to tell, because there are

-
e - o N -
. . R

B L e B e B e T T T T T | - R

e

t-65- . ) , . .

— - -~

» . Y
n.....for ten thousand years men have been willing to die: for
k ne. .

18 and therefore he had doubts
whether Harry was only being childish in his conduct. 'Of all

. P
the people in the story, one person who came close to understand-

- .
ing Harry, was Annie Laurrie.‘ She-thought that he had the courage

Y

in the process of trying td establish his innocenca he .was wrong-.
ing Mike Kon. As she said, otherwige Mike would not héve(;unched

Harry on-the jaw and broke h;§ neck, "The trouble was Ha];y

stated. ' .. I

-

. The preoccupation with the innocence of Harry Lane
makesrhim[an extraordinary character, ﬁe, unlike Mike Kon, was

not too worried about, losing hie job“?nor oveo about losinézhis B

the Bilence and, subsequent death of Scotty Bowman, Scotty was

o

depriving Harry of an opportunity to establish his innooence,

that while the court found Scotty guilty, the pub%if condemned

Harry as th@ guilty parby,and Scotty only a poor blighted friend

who _Was led down the garden path by Harry. Harry felt that while

A

everybody at the trial spoke the truth, enough truth was not told

)

to establish his innocence. He could not accépt Max's statement

N
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~50 many angles:to it. . ‘ ' ' .

Lo ’ . ‘ "\ When Harry.Lane met the priest in ghe cgnfessional'

to discuss this matter of Justice, he g8 warned of ﬁThe,grEEt

' ' - wound to your pride if they don't believe you. These distinc-

i ‘ ‘tions are very difficult. ‘The more you suffer from.an injustice,

the~deeper the wound to your'pride, is it not so? ‘And thenﬂto

. N correct an injuétice you become like a raging lion dolng viole’ce
to your own spirit and to others for the sake of the: truth."20

‘ “Tl_lis answer did"’not satisfy him and therefoxg he undertook the .

t . ) A plan of weericg the many colored coat, The eymbolism-of‘the coat

‘is worth exploring for a moment, It hqg‘e good exterior, but a

EE T U : . . - . - . .

‘ deféctive interior, so was Scotty Bowman who was(considered a
-rprince among men, but was avaricious inst?e of himself," The coat.

. ) ?47:.;\
- .. was a disgrace to the one who wore it and to the one who made it.

. It had several tolors to it Jjust as justice, truth and innocence
‘ L ’ have different aspects and angles to them. They cannot be seen in

) 1 ) one,siggle pattern., Thus the coat becomes thematic and symbolic.
: S R - |
l - A Harry was alienating hiuself from all human sym-
b /

Y - — -

C - pathies by wearing his sufferings on his sleeves. But through
- ' -~ e
these sufferings Harry gete‘new insights: "For the first time in

years I'm forced to open my,eyds again and look around. Well,

. Lt 8 a pretty agonieing experience. It's the damnedest thing,
. T Mollie. The whole world in false. face. .No one is quite in the

", . place he pretends to be. I doe/t mind at all. Everyone looks

‘ : 80 amusingly phony. I feel a povwer in me, Mollie." This

. ' BN ) ,expéﬁitiom in exploration of his innocence took him’ very far into

° . -

| - t
. ~ el . “
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himself. When Harfy was in the hospital recovering’ from the ‘,
* [}

bout @ith Mike Kon, ﬁe‘thought about "the parade of his inno-

22

cence;" He thought it was 1ike a woman shouting "I am a:virgin,

step up and see for youréelf, inviting attack; it was a kind ot
'prostitUtion. He wondered if the virtue of innocence could

s =

become a vice, and whether innocence can ever be acknowledged

ENES

to oneself without becoming a vanity, a pride." 23 It was at th’

3

end of this that Annie Laurrie who came to visit him said that

C she woul¢nnot influence heaven, ng told you once before I wasn't

.l -, o
TN

-

- &
much good to you as an advocate. I throw myself on the mercy

of. the court.™ 2k She had greater faith in mercy than justice ~

R
ST =

- \ 7
- and the proving of innocence.
. The final trial having taken place as Harry had

desired all along, he fails to turn up in court. This was

b ol

surprising .to most people. Har?y Lane's absence from the trial
’ ' ’

"seemed to be a sudden change of plan. However, his recent

.
{ o

.experiences were preparing him for this seemingly radical step. N . .
%~ Harry.Lane had put on the "stephian" many-colored coat and this

'COPt»had become, as it had done“to the brothers of Joseph in the

¢

Shas

'Bible,‘a cause of irritation. The coat disturbed their con- °

”

e -

o oy

- sciences. Harry Lane had become aﬂclownP A clown assumes a

Fe
- o

&
<

.
g \k,‘. s L
PR
5 .

role, to become ghe laughing stock of the iorld.'.Through this
. 8elf-exposure to ridicule, “Harry was able to assess himself and
others. His mask helped him see himgelf and others more cfgerly.

He perceived not’ only that the world is not what it pretends to

. be, but that he himself was different. Perhaps, unconsciously,

Lo g
Harry Lane achleved enlightenment through his role as a clown. ) ;‘;;‘
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But Harry, by then had realised that legal Justice was' ngt neeéed

for him, that judges could mpke wrong judgment; %hat society“
could indict a person on ext rnal, superficial evidence e d that
no man should Judge others. No man could "ac} as policem n over

the soul of another," 25 Harny realised that innocence coulld be

T

evil and that he was using it as a murderous weapon to destroy

people, and that he was one of those with "the disease of Ahe
26'

Christian conscience" walking the earth win wounded righteousness

demanding the vengeance of the Lord on,those who had'wounded
27

o
~

them," He realised that innocence was like a two-edged sword

witTout a handle whdch if gripped would "cut you so0 painfully

you had to lash out blindly, B eking vengeance on someone for

8

i

1 [ Harry Lane also nealised that he was not aware of

£ . :, - -
himse}f vif—a -vis Scotty Bowmé . He found he was a naiye man,

"Unawareness, by this sin fell the proudly innocent he thought -
sargzniceély.i Fell into what?

cor

\My. God it need nft be inta

ptiqn - hy not into some aWarenets that could give

width ‘and depth to man's whole 14£e2"29" It was to achieve. this .

. new dimeLsion o his life that he decided not to appear in court.~

| . -\
Along with the rejection of the coyrt, he rejected others like

Mollie because ne did not want to lbok back upon her. No one

could ever ge'back with someone to what they had had. He was going
a Qifferent way now.and had to part ¢ npany‘with her. He hoped
to change his own 1life B0 that everything would be in a different '

focus. He looked around hin in the slum\district of Montreal and

sika. -"“’"1 et
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‘ar Ouimet as with himself, the story of his exploration lends a

‘ Vs
new dimension to The Many Colored Coat. The difference bhetween

.than innocence. As for mercy and love, ‘he was never without it.

‘successfully makes him a person different from the ordinary run ,f"

. .
P per e e g BT EIEST L eien s AWCLORIAY T TR Vg mrala Tt v e

- 69 « . - : o :
saw the faces of neople. "Some were evil, eome pious, some greedy, '
some jﬁst diQF*t care, and some no doubt‘av°wed their sins; suffer~

‘iné'whatever tofments. Yet they looked as if they could handle p
their. Jives and be comfortable together. There wouio be some i é
though, he was sure, who would really be alone, knowing the terror '§

. of their innocence."3 t%

Thus the final realization of the terror of his
.
innocence was the end of his journey. In as much as Harry Lane

was fighting- a hattle not 50 much with Scotty Bowman or Mike Kon

7 UL e
.

Harry Lane and others, as was ment¥oned earlier, was that he had ' ¥

a different.outlook'on 1ife;- he was honest and was willing to -
honestly explore the new dimensions of his mind. He came ty a
calﬁieettlement of nis:problems nith the -help of graoe andjznnie
Laurrie. (Ann meens grace). He had to ;ind'ouf for himse}f tnati
there is no such thing as a public conscience, that "even legal
justice is not worth exploring. He oid'realize th§€?innocence

4

was a dangerous weapon and that awareness was more-important

o
26 v ”

But in the end ne realized that juetice;nd innocence are all sub-
ordinate to charity and kindness, It was hinselﬁ;wno was on
trial, not merely in the two trials, ‘but all through the novel,
Harry Lane's potentlality to go on this exploration of himself

of humanity. He has an insight that transtends the surface values

-
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: Ea . and standards.of people and lives in a differpnt sphere of

understanding and awareness. ! ' - .

Like Harry Lane, Fr. Dowlijik as a naive person,
. ( o
wvho thought the best of everybody else. He would not bring him- -

self to think badly about peoples\To him, ever if ia pimp like '

Lou, theré\were redeeming qualities. In any case he would try AN

and save everybody.. His story in Such is My Beloved is a voyége ) -

) 4
_e" ¥ /

of discgvery - axdiscovery about himself and others, about human

and divine ldﬁe. Harry Lane came to terms with the realization
that unawareness Was & sin. Fr. Dowling ended up in'é mental
hospital éﬁ a Fesult pr this’awakehing. His Journg& was more -
difficult because his ‘seminary trai:;ng, the world around him;‘
and his church and its traditions had mot prepared him for the
kind of knowledge of love he was.going‘to experience. Fr.
Do%ling had kept his perspective elear from the beginniné. He
o 3~went'in quest of the sou;s of Catherine BouraéSa and Veronica

Olsen because they were individuals who had to be saved. The

problem of prostitufion was neither sociological as Mre. Robison

\
e 38R

. Fee
P ® gy

2 o]
13

¢had suggested, nor econﬁmical a; was~affirmed by Charlie Stewart.

s

To Fr. Dowling, Ronnie and Midge were persons to be lovéd. He

\

]

knew that "his feeiing for the girls was so intense it must’

- ] - 1 . '
surely partake of the nature of divine 1ove."3 He felt that "the

LTS

more he could, understand; love and help these girls, the closer'.
L

he woﬁl@ﬂbe to understanding and 4gving God."32 “Was it not

St. John who had asked how we could love God whom we can't see

if we do not love our fellow-man whom we can see? Therefore

N

A T ' -

s
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the’two-girls became more impertant to hin as-the 1bst sheep

o

LIy

than the rest of his parish floc .j ore he frequented their

,/;4 company, the more he realized that he understood them well, and
" because he understood something about 1ove, the Song of Solomon D

became 80 much more meaningful to him - "this love_song, sung -

- -

- " 8O marvellously that it transcended human love and became o ' . =%
?~ ’ divine."33 Fr, Dowling felt that "the more 1 love and think of - R
. 2
_ .these girls the closer I am to these people."Bu When the Bishop o b
’d . . . . ) . A 3,
‘accused him of having 1oved these street-walkérs in a purely ;
at
. i
. human fashion, loved them for themselves, he replied "It seems - 2
d 2
to me it was loving them in the only way I knew how. n3> -When §
- 3y ;
- he 1eft the Bishop he thought of the problem of love: ﬁg
- ‘ . . . #
, 'How could God have loved these girls if not for %
: themselves? How otherwise then could I have loved ’ .%
them?' he asked himself. And if God was able to ‘ ' B
- . love all souls without distinction in Hi@ divine b
- way in spite of their failures, their lufts and i
avarices and their miserable conditipn, wasn't he, ¥
a simple priest through his love of these two girls, ) ?§
loving the whole world, to0o?36. -
< LI i

This thought gave him sustenance. When Fr. Dowling found "him-
self in a mental hospital he was able'to make the suﬁreme sacri- T ®
fice of his own sanity for the sage of those whom he loved. "0

my God, accept my sickness and 1nsanity as a‘sacrifice and’I : -

¥ will williggly endure it, and my God, for this sacrifice, T ask

only that you-rspare the souls of those two poor girls. Preserve f}

their soulk and the souls of alL the living who‘heed your pity and

-
a v

, B |
7 > justice. Deliver them from all evil. n37 “/ 0

e

A .
We will-not go 1nto the symbolisms or themés in’ -

- this novel or in the other novels undgr consideration. However . E

4
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we can see hoy different Fr. Dowling‘s attitude to the girls
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"

was, ab compared to that of the Robisons or the Bishop. .The

'prisons would not want the prostitutes to tarnish ‘and contaminate

their threshold by their presence. They felt it prudent to keep’
. - /

the priest away from the whores.«AThe Bishop was not willing to

Jeopardise his charity-drive by allowing a priest to be over= ) e

enthusiastic, To-Fr, Dowligg, prostitution was only alsiﬁ-like

any other sin and he was not afraid to love the sifinery while

condemning the sin. As he told the' Bishop, while Midge and

Ronnie prostituted their bodies,‘others were "prostituting their
souls and their principles for 'money...I know péople in this city

‘who prostitute our faith for the sake of expediency...So if T

can't have charity for those girls, certainl§ I can have no'love - . .

for m ﬁ?\others in“higher places. M’ "---. CItls,interesting to note — - -

that the Bishop himself had sacrificed ‘many enthusiastic ideas

fof the sake. of expediency )

’

Fr. Dowling understood_ the girls well,
amazed at Midge's sensitivity Qand sympathetic attitude. He\thought
"that attitude in her is really Christian in the best sense jof the

word. That desire to make each moment precious, to make the

39

imsediate eternal, or rather to see the eternal in the immediate !

<
by

That was why he condoned the girls. He felt almost as if the girls

‘were doisg some good to his parish, "These girls were taking on

_ themselves all these mean and secret passions...these girls never

suspect the sacrifice of their souls that‘they offer everyday."“o

No wonder that Fr. Dowling, in a sacramental fashion broke bread =
with them and partook of wine with the two girls, as His Master
. - -

N wJ
e - ) ' ~
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- 5' would have 3one.> He ‘felt that everyone was entitled to self-
” - .q

respect, warmth and good clothing and wondered M"why God saw fit

TR T

' to permit so many people to have wealth and comfort and so many .g

' to remain pbor and hungry’."4 He knew that nobody couldabe a %uw

’ good Christlan when he was poor and hungry, "for then you're " %.
hardly responsible for what,you do. wlt2 A N 5

e

’ $hese are not‘ tti;ydes that-would Kave found fayonr e
_ wieh the Bishop and the Robdéons.' The& would hdve wanted him e
to be disguéted with the very'notien of proetitution. Fr.'D» o>
Dowling was an obedient priest who saw God in his superior. But
the .attitude of\gne)Robisons and such so irritated the'%riezt
" that even the Church made him feel "no sudden affection, but 4
-just-a cool disgust, as if the Church no longer belonged to’ )
'-him nlt He must have been very disappointed in tﬂ5 hierarchical

and institutional structures of his Church.’ Perhaps, he was

%@ﬁappointed with himself for condemniné thgsé structures too.

"All of UB— t be terribly disappointing to God. By any Btand-

ard of justice God might have abandpned/ﬁs all long and left

us’to shift for ourselves a8 those glrls are tsl'xfytftinglnow.-.."m+ o

~ He had also problems gbout nnderstanding his church's stand on

birth control when people iike the Canianos were living in despair

' ‘

brﬁnginé forth mojj children, becoming more wrefched and miaeréble,-

He could not understand how a convinced communi;} like . Charlie

. Stewart would walk with him to the hotel in search of the girls
while the Robisens and the Bishop would thinﬁ‘of them as weak-

———,

minded occdseons of ein who should be banished from the city. He -
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found that the living had greater néed for peace than the dead: ) 3 ‘
N What of the girls themselves?. The Bishop expected % ‘
. ~ . i
- and even Fr. Dowling himself thought disappointingly that he had ‘ é
- ' no'influenge“oh Midge and Ronnie. But thaf was not true. They , 1

not only liked his company, ihey thought about him;and this kﬁ@t "
them éway frém'furfher détehiorétion. This thought gave them. '
dignity; they were able to pray. Even in jail the thought of
Fr.“Dowling consoied them. They wanted him to help them, "But
nh; he’céuldn't it wouldn't do any good and I couldn't tand the
way hh'd feel and have that hurt 1ook on his face. There was’

that look on his face the other h&;hi. I won't drag him into

it, nkt> thoughf Midge, She began to remember the prayers ahe

thought she had forgotten. Shekthouéhzj'"He knew_there wasn't

r . - . ";

much wrong with me except this."46 As did the prodigal son, this

(-]
'I
)
.
i e e R
.

e

realization would ultiﬁately make her get out.of her despair,

and send her back home.\ Catherine, the adviser of Popes and

o

v

prelates, Veronica the one who wiped the face of Christ on.his_
. ) 5

‘way to Calvary, were names that Callaghan gave with significance

)
]

to his characters. The _girls, fhen, kept azﬁeep and ahi}ing faith '
in the dngggood man whom they knew.  With his prayer and sacrifice
of his own sanity, who knows, what did happen to Ronnie and Vidge°'

' Séveral stories of Morley Callaghan end in the sign

ﬁ}éﬁéﬁéygﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁhgﬁAﬁ

.3

e

of three, In The Many Colored CoLt and It's Never Oéer, three 19

very frequently used. In Such is My Beloved, Fr. Dowlihg sitting

i
b
VR i&’

f; on the lawn of the mental hospital saw the night sky. "High in

the sky three stars were out., His love seemed suddenly to be a8

«
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\ 1‘ Mason, into her moral protestation by singling

. -

' - :

) - 3

« v ) , VL‘

steadfast as those -stars, as wide as the wat Ty and still flowing'(/ é
within him like the cold smooth waves still r 1ling on the ?
o g

shores, "47ﬂ ¥
#

In Morley Callaghan by Branddﬁ Co ron,us

fdollowing statement of the story of It's Never Over occurs:

Despite his early awareness of Isabelle's _
enveloping and malignant influence, John ‘seems g
helpless ta cope With her destructive power. \
- Having persuaded Lillian to take ah apartment
in order to please John, Isabellle visits them
and spoils their extra-marital happiness.to-
gether. She generates in Lillian's -mind the
notion that 1illian has really bgen in leove with
‘Fred. Then switching from the simple but genuine A
Ed Henley, Isabelle gives herself with abandon’
.to Fred's wartime companion, Paul Rosk. She = ~
deliberately draws the family priest, Father

him out for confession. Her clandestine visit
to John's room and his surrender to her strangely
. burning extitement lead to the eviction from hisg
W .respectable boardinghouse and the loss of his
4 position.as church soloist. The discovery that -
she-admitted this indiscretion to Lillian and - ‘
thus alienated her from him brings to a tlimax i
John's mounting resentment., His resolve to "rid oS
himself of the source of ‘all his unhappiness" is AN
. . prevented only by Isabelle's impending death from '
-, pneumonia. Her funeral bringe together the main -
characters and breaks germanently their relation- .":
ship with each.other, ¥ Y

Thus; Conron finds IBabelle the villain of the pleée. She was .~

. .
. R , .
2 .w' ) !
- N e P T TS TR DY Al St ISP T IR PO VIR A T LI
S ALY N R L g S Yy L 1A e St AE T 0 EETAINCIN Ly
. '

responsibie, according to him, for all the problems that Joﬁn ‘ : j%

Hughes had to undergo. My contention is that such a reading of .

-’"‘ M I m/‘l ~ 1S
the storysis \not correct. At a first reading it might see . i {
However, let)ugn k at the facts from another angle.’ Isabelle . _L . ig

deliberately let John go away from her. S%f«did not wmnt to tie him @ -

down to her after the hanging of Fred, knoﬁihg that he would not .

be able to bear it. Not only that, she also persuaded him to go

il

-
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A T . out with Lilliap. As she ‘said, "with you and Lillian,'we'll
S ’ ' . ©

fa 7 ' - . - . * .

A;;ﬁﬂl - make it easier for each other.'50 John 100 wanted to be free of LS

r. - 9
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h
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her, expecting,'in the process to be also free of the memory of

5
A

ST S0 PRI Y T YW g |
e

€

ir ﬁ‘f"ﬁ"&'é

L Fred. When she wanted something beautiful to think of "I v' ’ i
Y S .‘/'r . . ) . . ' .
rA i - . N R . . .

4 thought of the way it wae with you and Lillian."” This is the ..

3 ‘o

sacrifice of the Highest, order; for she: vas sacrificing‘for her-

O V.

self the/most precious emotion of hers - her‘love. She had 1hgt %

E
j
& _her brot’her, and, now she Wwas . ready to lose her friends, hoping f §
o, ' that they would be happy together.' But this was gn artificial '
N and incompatible arrangement which could not last L - s
. 4 t T
s " Isabelle tr@ed to keep this sacrifice permanent.

o

y Rk

kg
R Loy . She went butﬂwi>h Ed Henley whom . John detested. After that she ‘ '%ﬁ “
¢ : %
§ A 'tried to be friendly with Paul Ross. That - too did not meet L
i R ¢ .
t
4

.0 . -

~with the apprdval of John, because he saw that it was working . j J
. %

’ ) _ Paul Ross to Isabelle. John's efforts to shut his mind off Of

§ . . -

i
- © dut too well. He thought he was being a pimp in introducing N ‘g
. Isabelle failel Whatever she did to help him worked against ¢ g

[ L their separation. . He c%nid pot help the fact that. he enjoyed

- N f
[

f v“ - .)-- her company. "He enjoyed the rest ofvthe evening, sitting in the
. T front room talkihg with Isabelle, who,played for him ‘new records;
i": At b negro_spirituals, oh the talking\machine."52 But he would later
¢ L feel; "silly that hé had let thoughts of‘lé;b;lle\Jbsess him."53
o ' . on‘ He would accubse_ everybody, including Ed Henley for his miseryf
"Jo%n staring at Henley's knuckles and his sloppy lips, was working

himself up, almost ready to stand up and shout that Henley was a ©

= ] " great pig who loved eyerything in,the world that he detested, and\ 2

x * . o f
? ° & 0 . oo t
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was really the 1diot ;ﬁo had taken hold fi{st of lsabe}le, and/

e i G

- ':.“ “t’ -,

1nd1rect1y ot hin.ﬂf“ | N

7 N

* The influence of Isab 1le wae 'ecstatic and - .-

rel? yous' 5 on Paul ‘?o@ He fel that he was burning himself

-

ouﬁ and’ that in her ecstacy she*vas leaving Others on the-out-
. T - S
side. It was true she felt a personal degradation after Fred's e

death., She telt that as:f&f/;s everwone else was concerned,

she 'gs a scum.

s [ _)'\ \ r .
' w&y‘tovards her. John's own feelings were mixed. uﬂénce, when |

”

.she cama to visit him, “he put his arif around her, kissing’ he:,

hardly breathing bg;auee it seened all his fdelinga for Isabelle
’ a

tbat had been mi76d Yp were concentrated into a sudden intensity

of emotion, rind#ng.a release In holding her." 5? Immediately .

)
h

f
,after‘xhis, though, he hated her, or ﬂ.rhaps, more properly, he

hat?d himself for havi‘g allowed her to visit'his house. Tt ¥as

7
at\this point that he felt~t2at she had possession(of his aLul
) .
- and that she was ruining him.
. S
with the intention of ruining bhim.
o y

had transcendental experience, would act on people's minds differ-

‘She had possession of him, but not

People like Asabelle who have

ently from the normal course of thingfé Discretion, commonsense, ,

) :
and such at®ibutes are not necessarily theirs.. They are.impel ed“
¢ b& §ometh14é'beyond themselves andmthe commonly accepted standjids e
!le; behaviour are broken ot cast aside. .t L o

that Isabelle was capable of quick, fine- feeli‘ngs and told how &

Isabelle had come to apologise to her. The fact of the %at?ér waa

P

L4
| | ,
She did not 'ant'hgr.{riendsﬂto feel the same \

Y
o After 1i111an. broke Up‘with John, ehe wrote‘to him ',

~

s

e

B
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+~ that 4§A6elle vas misunderstood and did not know vhat to do

. about it. That others .did not understand her did bother her: r
B . ‘ ” 5
2 That those whom .she considered her very close friends should hav¢

P misunderstood her, hurt her very much. Isabelle,'as Paul Roses
said, "'agn't interested in living, but she'd bate to die.  She'll.

die hard, hanging on till there's nothing 1eft to give up. n2? She
3.

4 kne' that 1ife was a battle where "there'a}e no heroes; some get_ﬁé

fﬁedais, some don't.ébg" When John Hughes went to -Isabelle's
&

house with the inteéntion of killing her, she said that while Fred

R

didn't vant to kill anybody, John wanted to., "So there's ‘the b

' - bond bet'eeq you, the llving and\the dead. You can't get ai%y

59

from it .now." It was this bond'Bntugpn the living and the '

de4d that she was acutePy aware of, It was this bond that John .

a '

had refused to accept He "vas'ﬁlnn%gg away from the whole
thing,"So as she told him, Before her death John accepted that

" he was seifish and that he .should h?ve gone on loving her., It

Y

t
needed her death\for h%m to come to an understanding of her
and himself. As he told LilYian after thé funéral, "It sounds a

. bit fuhny, Lillian, but ‘in-a way I must have gone on loving her,
61

'

only I was alWays trying to get away from the feeling."
RS <

> Isabelle's story is the skory of a person who had an
extraqrdinary experience’ because of which she was.transformed.
, o

. She had the potentiality to txanscendence.'.Shb wag a wdFan with

6 . o
a mystical hold ofi the people around her; .thre people who cone

: had to love her or hate her, or have a hate-love feelingtowards

her1 Howaver, her words and actions burned up herself and them.”
B ) . f )

! into COntact with her could ‘not be indifferent towards her. They -
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' _sight of the people whom she had left behind. She redeemed her-
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She was the femme fatale, the woman carrying the death of Fred

Thompson around her neck wherever she went, a woman who destroyed
‘ . - . ' e

L
. ibrmal human relationship,. a woman whom ncobody understood, and

who herself,~perhaps, did not understand her impulses. Her life -
) ' \
was in a world peculiarly her own., Her deathmwas an expiation

for all .the destruction and unhappiness that shel had created. It

° L4

was a sacrifice for the sake of a better understénding and in- . ¢

- 5 .
self and others by 'her death,

Anna Prychoda in They Shall Inherit The Earth};e\ N

' 4
the:mos£ beautiful and the simplest of the characters under

discussion in this thesis. Hers is a peagefui:and gerene per- - -

-

sonality. Where Isabelle Thompson destroyg,_Anna creates; where

Isabelle ﬁurns, Anna soothes and cools, Peggy Sanderson was in
) s

: - v )
' quest of the holy grail, but Anna had found it. Harry Lane had - ™

a

to struggle through his voyage of discovery, but Anna had no _

need to discover. Fr. Dowling cracked under the pressure of . -

“/j

. ) i 3 -
love, while Annéfﬁsaieg the secr&t wounds 6f the people whom she ‘

. ;
loved //ﬁll these chanacters are in quest-of love and peace,” but he
] b
Anna has already possessed them. ,
( Apna’ has 50 submerged hérselfgfo the sake of

loveﬂand happiness in th Aikenhead family. Michael Aikenhead
said to her, WThere's som thing soft ab _t you, .Anna, {;'s -
¢ ' .

10v¢1y, bu¢ it's soft, as 1f you always wanted to be giv ng . :
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g

D

8o that the-world wwuld give him what was his right. As for.

Anna, she was full of disinterested goodness, and forgot herself
tn the Bervice of others. "It doesn't matter how-much anybody ~ -

hurts you; as soon as you feel other people are hurt you want

to give all of yourself to help them."63 Her compassian and

éh@rity ;as instrumental in Michael loving her. it'took him a

long time tg allow himself to lose his/idggtity in her love,

< e

- : ) A
Often when Michael would stay up at night,and watch the city

-below, "it was hard to believe he had found Anna and her good-

,neés and her love in the meéningless'strife in his life and in

the death and corruption‘around him; he felt that their love

was such a precarious thing that they must live very quietly and

try to be alone."su

separate moment; for her there was something everlasting in each
' - ]
moment that took all of her life. While on the wolf hunt it

was only the thought of Anna's love that could act as an antidote

-

. ) - »
to the problems of:apimal justice. "If only the love between

them could flow out from them and touch the world'."65 Thus from

. protecting this love -for himself, he was now williJg to slhare

it with others. For theegomenf Mike thought it could ndt touch
l‘r:"xv

others. He was resolved to follow his love for her "from one
;o
step to another and it will be all right. Nothing can really -

happen to us because nbothing can"sebarate us;“66, .
. - | » . .
. . S .t %7 The lovqlthat Anna had was an exténsion of the L.
\ . :‘ - . ‘ ‘ (24 ’ ' N
e inner feelingsg she had. Others felt the happiness and wondersd,
b " . Sheila could noét fathom how shé could be so much at pegée with {
- . ' . A . ‘ ! ‘- r
; ‘ . - ) .- s
} | . .
i...i‘.’ . L .g§{§:) . e ’ /

RPN Rt ]

She was able'to givé all of herself to each '

e

} . ,
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-—(your heart."69 Michael, through the influence of Anna learned

’ -\ .

i +

‘herseif wh;n her existence was so precarious, when most ﬁeeple'
who were respectable would not even have her in their house.
"Yet, Anna wanted to become nothing but what she -was; she wanted
only to be allowed to possess her own rebose."s7 This serenity

-

touched Sheila. Her former despeir about the worldt,hey‘ahsolute

" refusal to bring childreén into the world, her cyhicism - all

"these gave way in the melting sunshine. of Anna's presence.

Shtila "felt that she might find ‘a new fulness in.living. She . %
/) - ’ - )
' felt she was free."68 Thus, as Ross had hoped, Anna's presence =

.did the good that he had hoped would be accomplished.
Apna lived on love. She disliked Benjamin
Nathaniel because his "excitement's all in your head and not in

to distrust his head. 1In spite of the resolutions of Michael, ‘ S

[}

'it\was a long time before he wouhd abandon himself to love. " At

the birth of a child, he thought that Anna was going to die. He

knew it would hot ‘be unjust if she dld; but, by this time, Michael ¢

was not craving for Justice, MMy God,‘have pity on me, I don't

want justice. ‘I want mercy; Have pity on.me,"?o was ‘his prayer. e -
The prayer was answered and Anna was restore to him. this: . ??
superabundance of grace (Anna's name) seems to overwhelm.him. 7, '
His feeling of 'ilt about,k hiding the cause of Deve'e death was \ %
troubling him, He COuld not sleep. He would look at his wife and J%%
say to himself that she was everything he was not. She went on . - é%f
from day to day, l;v}ng and loving and exploring the £u1ness and j: . . ééz,
‘wholeness of himself to the life'arqgnq‘her; He told‘her“the S ?ﬁ

] ‘ - 2 . - N

' ~ ]
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- @ace of .Anna that made Andrew Aikenhead come 'down from his .

the fathef forgive and'aceept his son, and the rea%ities of life's

-be poor in spinitgmeant to be without false pride, to be humble

~

gave herself to everything that touched her. She let herself beg
. 2 d

oeﬁd\/rth."?2 She was the salt of the earth. / S ‘ :.

/ . Thus, the world around these characters is central

t ‘\l « ‘é -
\ ! - 82 - ) .

truth about Dave Chaote's death. Anna persuaded Mike to go to

his father and tell him that he had wronged him,. She was hurt
s

by the thought of how he and his father had suffered silently

wohew

foryso long. She did not bother about her own hurt because of

Michael hiding the secret from her. Miehaeh‘wanted to go to the - é
police. But Anna knew better. She wanfed him to go to the \;
.father, whom he had uronged by, his silence,. "The only justice LY “;
you~owe is to your father..i%hat has organized justice to do _%
with your feelings in your heart? ;What have "the noliée toﬂdo' %

71

with justice, and you, and your father?" It was the loving

» *

2L SRR,

apartment to dissuade his son from going toothe police; it was | o

'
'y e

she who suggested to him to go with them to their hoyse. The son -
L Y

S o

and father found each o%her, after a long search for justice,

Tt was\Anna.who broughq/the prodigal home. It was she.who made

.

N
2N

.

+
1
3

existence, /

! Fichael Aikenhead's description of Anna is a fitting

conclusion to the stogy of They Shall Inherit the Earth. "If to

enough to forget oneself, then she was poor in spirit, for she ,
/ . . ,

she ybst herself in the fulness of the world; and in herﬁlosin& .
. / a . » . . : ‘
herself she found the world, and shk possessed her own soul,'
! . - L VY
People like her could have everything, They could inherit the . f
/ ! -

13

~
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__to the transcendentalists. Their transcendentalism is nogtolher-
B i worldly. It is imminent, Morley Callaghan did not'want tﬁeée o

characters to be 1solated human beings, losing touch with the

~

human condition. Callaghan, writing about Hemingway and Fitz=

| ;. . gerald who had exiled themselves in Paris, and would ﬁot write
R v ~ "

“ -Q about their own nativelands, thought of this action of thbir%

]
P
<

r as a kind of otherworldliness, . "And indeed- it was my conviction
] . 1 ‘
now that for most men there had to be some kind of another more

satisfactory WOfld. (%ge primrose had to be anyth®ng dut h@"

it

b | , ~primrose,) The saints, tormenﬁed by the anguish of the fleéh,_»_
‘ wanted to reject the human condition, the world they lived in.

But ‘whether saints or café friends in Paris, were they not all ,

IS

S ¢ AR e
i .

gL ‘ involved%in a flight from the pain of life - a pain they* would

feel more acutely at om‘e?"73 Callaghan would not allow his
L] ’ ’ - * ‘
. characters to run away from the painful human condition, The

e Azl

-
IS
7

EWE LN

v . . . \
Y ’ transcendentalists whom we have discussed in this chapter‘are

Fy -
. _' men and women who face.up to the realities of the woﬁd made flesh, ) lg
[ . . They would see things as they" werq. Morley Callaghan would not - f
. ’ . ; &

o , " ‘. be tempted by "the terrible Vani}y of the armist who wanted the
| - : word without the flesh. u74 His charaCters are full-blooded human, .(‘——’j,

beings; they are not aliens in their unlverse. They are earthy, . B

. N N o e
‘of the earth, ~ A - . Y
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. A recent issue ot Time, discussing modern-day

v

saints had the following passage: a‘ / N\

o ) Saints normally are not ﬁormal "A saint has™o ' )
be a misfit," says University of Chicage Church
Historian Martin Marty. | "A person who embgdies
] *~what his culture considérs typical ormal )
Gh<;,i‘ ) - cannot be exemplary."” ather Carr tuhmueller
: o of Chicago's Catholic Theological Union agrses.
) T "Saints tepd to be on the outer edge, where the

maniacs, the idiots and the geniusés are. They
break the mold."l

It {5 these misfits that we have been discussing in this thesis.

-~

Tﬁey aré all on the outer~edge of sdciety. I do not mean to
- sayf%ﬁat all eccentrics are necessarily saints. Nor do‘l;want

.o affirm.that all the characters whom we have discussed have

I
&,
~

"~ to be compared to Mother Theresa of India and other "modern-day

saints¥ 4as discussed iq;the Time quoted above. But the epgentrice,
LIPS ' = - b - ' o iy
under discussion in -this thesis are men and women%who have to_ ~e

& ,be-considered as people seeking enlightenmentg'a realization of

3

life i%self In order “to reaE!ze reality and life, they are

willing to make sacrifices. Their valugs become different.  The

uncenny peroegtion of theee extraordinary people about life and

- ..
7 ) -

Y - its meaning gives a dimepsion to them ‘which is different from

u

the other characters whom they encounter. Vorley Callaghan's

-

. ;._nu~~ﬁtranscen&entalists seem to be able to cut the Gordian knot and k‘\\ -

get to the heart of the meaning of life itself. Their naivete'
L . - . ‘
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' achiev!ﬁg self-real‘ization. Perhaps they are trying to find a
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.is not that of the simpleton; it is hot foolish or ignorant,

jrheii" innocence is a second inpocence; thelr simplicity is a
result of their discar_ding of 50 histication, which is another
cox;er for human weaknesees. Theiﬁ

They discard the non-essentials shat'encumber and degrade man.
They. discerd them bec_:ause their pursuit end knowledge of the
eternal would otherwise be hampered by these burdens.

The transcendentalists are willing to sacrifice
&

their friends and families for the ideals" they set out to reach-

they are willing to overcome the obstacles on their way to ®
<

universal harmony which reconciles the most varied- aspects in
human beings, society and nature Anto a higher unity. “’In order
to. bring about this reconciliatibn, they become ridiculous, and

foolish. People of the world laugh at them. They ‘become clmvns.

\J

Peggy Sanderson was an objectS of derision; Anna was - -snéered at

by certain people; Isabel—le w8 -a Ecare crow; Father Dowiing was
&
the butt of Jjokes; and Harry Lane assumed the role of the :]ester‘

Thi.e cléovmipg has a religious signifi(:ance. Kolakawski’ describes

the Jjesterts rela.tionship to society this wary J S

Although a habitué of a good society [heJ does not
belong to 1t and makes it the object of his in-
quisitive impertinence; he questions what appears
to te self-evident. The jester could not do this
~ 1f he himself were part of the good society, for’
R then he "would be, at the' most, a drawing room wit.

"good society" from the sidelines, for only then

can he detect the non-obvious behind the obvious .
and the non-final behind what appears to be’ final,
" At the same tim he must fre&y,xent good society eo

T R

= & ) J A Jester must remain an outsider- he must observe

WA o e et g e RS SRR YA GO Ty MY Lt W e o 25 L I

ave no use- for such protection./
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. Harry Lané frequented the best society of Montreal; Peggy

.'\__ costumed by his enemies in a mocking caricature

as to know what it deems holy, and to ‘be able
™ to indulge in his impertinence.2

Sanderson héd access to good society. They did not belong tq
this good so'ciety. o They lived aniorig that .society, but were

able to observe ‘it from the side-lines. They wez:g\_‘,‘gbl’e‘to‘ see

. .

the non-final and the non-obvious in. society. Thus while society
laughed at them, they had the last-laugh. Because they frequented

good society, but kept their sights clear they'were able to
t s .
follow their own lights. There is something Christ :1ike in this

aspect of the jester in these characters. Let me quote here a o

passage from The Feast of Fools by 'harvey Cox

co o ven in the biblidal portrait of Christ there
. are elements that can suggest clown symbbls. Like

' - jthe Jester, Christ defies custom and scorns crowned ' -
heads. Like a wandering troubadour, he has no ;

blace to lay his head. ILike the clown in ‘the N

circus parade, he satirizes existing authority by

riding into town replete with regal pageantry when

he has no earthly power. Like a minstrel,:he

frequents dinners and parties, At the end he 1is ..

! of royal ,pa\raphernalia. ‘He is crucified amidst "
snickers and taunts with a sign over his head that
., Lampoons his laughable clainms. 3

A clown is a handy butt of our own fears and 1nsecurities. . We .

can enjoy his clumsy fallures ‘because they -did not happen to us,

NThe clown is constantly def,féted tricked humillated‘, tramped
upon. He is 1nfin1tely vulnerable, but never finally defeated "'+ <
Thg world looks at the clown as an ob:ject of laugh-

“ter, But if hy/becomes more than that he will be ‘¢ast out. ‘The )
clown is a figure that .onsg c}oes not easily undbrstand therefore,

one laughs at him. Harry Lane was 1a.ughed at by all those who

e

’ » . .
. + & _ . r N -~
1Y B : N

v @ R A . o 7 had
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knew him. dBut.they did ﬁotﬁlike his clownings“becausewthey were"

A At

qfeeling ‘discomfited by his very exlistence as a pl Hugo'

McPherson, discussing Father Dowling says, ﬁ...the hero who

3
qi',

W

RN achieves his guest will be, in worldly terms, & baffling, im- - 7

e,
'

4, :.' pleueible figure. To him the valpes and conventions of the -

'world' are at best ﬁedial; he will.be judged, therefore,‘as a

-
Q

simpleton,‘ﬁh unpfincipled fraud or q"saint. But the world - o

o oig S

L

rarely recognizes its'saints."5 Father Dowling's own Bishoﬁ“

1
e R g S

\ Whad trouble understanding him, or recognizing a saint. ¢ w

RN

o The impact of the transcendentaliste; in the
t \ . - ta
) 1 long run, is often shocking. They shatter the fabric\q__sotiety. Lo

A
e e Ted

"

a

v Th}s may not be done dellberately, but their very presence is.a e

]

i . CF. ‘constant reminder of the phony ala hypocrltical.world that they
1

have observed and rejected."They rejectfconformity, bigotry, -

&

1‘ e - and vulgarity; they are ofi an intuitive avenue to truth. They
A ) - .

555a

< 'hrefuse td)clutter fheir lives with irrelevancﬁfs. They try to
R

‘0
s

forge for themselves an art of living; they -are in quest of sim- - .,
; “ ‘ plicity. and beauty. The society around theee tggnscendentalists, j ' ‘%“
i ’ ; R being pragmatlcally and numerically stronger,~yill prevaily "at o
] - ieaet dn tire shortlgpn.rﬁThég is why of&en these characters end .
in tragic circunstances. But the tragedy is.also that of the’ "
. soclety which cejects them., Society will not@%élow a man'ﬁoﬁﬁ‘

live his life accordingwtp his lights and convictions, and apért

WA et

from the group; it will not allow him to ewist as a unit, ‘as g ' .

persen. It cannot permit a man to exist " on the outside or on

-

. © its periphery. Society cannot accept that it is poss}ﬁIe~for a-’

-

-
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man to hayve values that hre different, but nonetheless real

‘and‘valua%le. ~Society will,no toI}rate these 'eccentrics'
and will reJect themaor submerge them For anyone ‘to_live thus
. s
is to pass judgement on the world The world knows it cannot

r.

* leave these people alona. Their Values are too destructive of

4 A .

_the 'ebric of society. They are a living Judgement on the world.

yid Thoreau said, "If a man does not«keep pace with his *

- . \ .J{ N
'~ companions, erhhps it is beqause e hears a. different drummer.,

'Let ‘him step to he music whig\\he hears), however measured or

far away."5 But, 1 actudlity, the world 'will not arlow a man-

L-to step out of ture or out of 1ine, to go awey from the normal
path- that most others follow. He who deviates will have to be

‘ stgaightened -‘Such people would be conskdered perverts, abnormal
Cou .
and, hence, rejected, -

[ . 3 -

.Christ.¥as a trouble-maker of this nature. He

G

came into the world with a sense of -freedom, ﬁut'he knew that

o

N " his freedom will divide people., "You will be delivered up even

P
L e e
e Gaie

by parenti and kinsmen and friends, and some of you they will
6

T . L .
i

p

" put to deaihg you will, be hatedwby all for my name's sake.*® He

wouId choose fishermen as his friends instead of people in power

5

.
&

s
B
FeT
i
. .

hactt

and: position, He would eat and drink with sinners and publicans.

’This)assoef%fion«ﬁ/th the outcasts w1ll be’ resented by the prudent.

J__;ia:

$ERE

’5“} N

" and intelligent scribes gnd priests. They would " ask,"Why does

s Sh

" your master eat with tax collectors and sinners?"7, and his -

!nﬁﬁer would be that "those who age well have no‘need of a physi"L -
8,

AP i
oA,

oian, bﬁt‘%hose»who are sick." This’ would only be adding insult ~

- 1S

to injary. He would core,the sick, gilve sight to the blind, heal ;@{

~ v 7 R ) Lo . _ ’\;%'[
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N . the leper. And his enemjies would .claim that his power was. from A (%5 e

. Satan, and not from above. Christ would go his own‘ﬁay and of

Shoimai

/" things differently. He would not hesitate to help people even
\ ‘ ) '

?@n the Sabbath,/ because, according to him, Sabbath waé made for-( ‘

v

'3 AR : man and not-nan for‘Sabbath He was free— He went about doing

N ; ) ) goo&J \He spoke in parables ~ parables which WOuld praise the Iﬁi
4‘ _ /r\ (‘ “-
Samaritan who had looked after the abandohed p/rson and; the ) /) ©

. publicﬂh whose prayer was more acceptablaﬁthdé the arrogant

scribesAand priests. ‘Christ spdke and acted according to.a

. LA i : ) T . .
,- value that was higher than that of his society, He did hot BRI
. .. . need to denounce or c?ndemn. He preached a law highar than the

law of Moses: Love. The leaders of the people would not or did ~
not understand him, He was dividingithe society by hls mere

. Presence, _He ask people to rethink their values; to lovo <

N N their enemies as well\as their friends, to go a second mile -
; ¢ with strangers, to turn_thé-other cheek when slapped on one. - -
The priests could not accept this man nor his words, because he . v

was shaking the very foundations of the structure that they had

.

. . built 80 ?ainstakingly. They would not let him alone. His Very

“r.

S . freedom was a violation of their values. _ If laughing at him

.{ ) would not drive him out of town, they would hang him out61de the . _

< -

city limits, and' thus be rid of him., .- ’ ’ -

S . .. . The transcendentalists whom we have discussed ‘in
: : ’ \ T
1 . - this chapter are Christians in the truest sense of the term. * They

4re followers of Christ} they are Christ-like, It does not matter

' that Peggy Sanderson was the daughter of a minister of the Church,

¥
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They love the world that ill-treats them. It is this abilitx-to

‘
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Il

that Father,bdwling, 4 Catholic priest, that Harry Lane and

Isabelle wegre Catholics, We-are hot discussing institutionad-
. . . * . . N

'iseé Christian churches. We are referrihé to people who'£OIIOW'

Christ. They are the real Qhristiahs. Whether consciously or

otherwise, these men and woMen follow in the footsteps of Christ

and heet the same end. The characters under discussion followed

a morality higher than that found in their society, they were
hated by society, they strove to follow their ideals, .a trans-
valuation of their Values took place, they transcended the

mundaney pedestrian right-wrong, good-bad morés of their con- o

temporaries;. These and other Christly qualities make the
3

transcendehtalists unique thristians. The sermon on the mount

was lived by these,characters. To be meek as Anng, to hunger

after justice as did Harry Lane,_to’seek the lost sheeép as did

. Father Dovling, to love the oppnessed as did Peggy Sanaerson,-to

feel that death is not the end of things as did Isabelle, - and

in the process to undergo a complete traneformation - that is

- W

what- makes them Christians. S : : a

. . ‘e
.

e The transcendentalists do’ everything out of love.

~love that makes them objects of controversy.v Hugo McPherson says
that their love 1s a recognition of divine love, "which lifts us -
%bove the particularity of the;temporal order into-the timeless
b ! ) . .

permaﬁence of the,oﬁe.v"9 ﬁiscussing Such is MyrBeloved, Huéo

4

McPherson says, =~ - " ' e

Callaghan has created his first coherent parable
‘of the nature of man's earthly.quest. The symbolism =
is traditionally Christiah, but. it is never impose
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upon the materials. 'The novel is a "test™ saq to
; -speak, of the conviction toWards which Callaghan's
. "q ", "heroes nove, and though the temporal church does
T . hot comse off unscathed the test 1s nonetheless

. valid; for love - a transcendentent love such as
- Eather Dowling‘s -.is the only response which gives
. net meaning to ‘the inescapable facts of human weakness
‘’and pain,-10 . ~

BT AT, o, R

The seemingly intonsistent ,unpredictable and often

L ‘

GRS 'i:»*-'ml s
. .

Ainexplicable impulses and emotions of the transcgpdentalists will

i
4

land them in trouble, These impulses cannot be tolerated by the

-prudent, cautious, and normal society. When Wolgast and Wagstaffe

Eo e vl

Vd

are confronted by the values of Peegy Sanderson, she has no-hope -
A

e
Ve

¥ m:#%"‘

" of surviVal, when Father Dowling describes his bhrist -like, human .

¢

Iove for the prostitutes.to the Bishop, he has to be dismissed T

from his presence; when IsabelleLspeaks abo t the death of Fred

Thompson-as an ever-present reality,” John Hughes has to get rid

>

- -of her; when Anna, in order to- bring peace to\ ael Aikenhead
. . {

gives herself to him, the~jealous'tenents'are'infuriated;Aand % oo %“ig.
when Harry Lane sports the checkered coat, people like lawyer :

Ouimet ffn# him to be a disturber of conscience. These eccentrics A o

e

;
. cannot be allowed to live their lives.and pursue theirlgoals and E
- - N L. . s

 follow their-1ights as they think fit. It is necessary for th , o
- R had . [ (‘jo
‘ : . . .
brothers of Joseph of the 0ld Testament to,get rid of him g8 h ;

was the favourite of~their father: It was necessary that one man -

Christ - should die, s0 that the nation might be saved. It was

s * <%

‘als0 necessary that Harry Lane, Peggy Sanderson and Father Dowling . B,
ﬂbe'silenced in'ofder that the fabric of society ;oul& be protected f%%"
¢ ’ ] :7 B . : - - - ’ N . "‘{&:‘1 )
from unneceésary strains and pulls, But none‘of these would die ’ x
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y ! _ - in vain, It might look as if Christ's was a wasted life.,. It -,
§ - . ' - T ,
§ . " would look .as if the characters. in these novels were silenced
Yo . o . LR . . ' * ,. . i
3 for gogd. But that was‘not“so. Their silences will speak louder
.’}; .

.
<

+ " than the‘voices that ‘were strangled. There will always be, for-

f .
tunatély for us, Christians among us, who will transcend the SRR

- 4

-4
1

S Smee e e Tt

' ordinary moralit; of the prudent and the worldly-wise, who will

) challenge e¥erything, -and strive for' enlightenment These are .

the people whom Christ called the light of the world _"You'are

the light of the world. A city- built oni a hill—top cannot, be

- -

v hidden. “No one lights a lamp to put it under a tub -they put it
on the lamp-stand where it shines for everyone in thg house. In
. the. same way your light must -shine in the sight of men; &0 that, v,

_seeing your good works, they may give praise to your fatherxin -

[ N
o . N . f -

b |
« heaven,” o - , , )
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:( R Indeed, to be Christian is nd easy task. Morley N )
~ Callaghan gald 1t very neatly and beantifully when he Buﬁd: o
TET e nprs extremely difficult £ be a Christian, and if a fellow iz ' -~
4 f'i. //ﬁa%iy trying to be a Christian in his relationships with other . :
s {.f.~ "~ pedple, this is a-noble enterprise. It may end sadly or disap—
Voo, . 'pointingly, but spiritually speaking, in terms of history of the
§ : o o | o
3 spirit that would be a nohle enterprise."12 L ' o
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, ¢ A. PRIMARY SOURCES 'of ' - .
t " .7 Books by the Author A i
" .Callaghan, Morley. Strange Fugitive. New York: Scribner's, 1928. E
- 'E:
o . A Native Argosy. Toroﬁfb Macmillan, 1929, v~ o
S . ' ‘ - 4
) i %‘5 . . lt's Never Over., Laurentian Library XIIE; 1930: o
e - .rpt. Toronto: MacMillan, 1972. - , , ?
! . . . . o 7 g
‘ . No Man's Meat. raris: 'Black Manikin Press, 1931, ° ' £
N\ - ", A Broken Journey, Tpfon}o: _MaéMillan,-l932. - \'g
- T . } , e . ) ¥
, . Such’is My Beloved. . Intrd. by ‘Malcoll Ross, New -E
L Canadian Library, No. II. 1934; rpt. ‘Toronto: Mc-" -3
7 e Clelland & Stewart, 1957. . B S %
. They Shall Inherit the Farth. -Intro. by F.W. Watt. %
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New Canadian Library, No. XXXIII 193y, rpt, n.p.
McClelland & Stewart, 1962. ' °
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’

. » W
" . Now That. April's Here and Other Stories. New Yogk: )%
: Random House, 1936: , %

. More Joy in Heawen. Intro.. by Hugo McPhersbn. New - %‘
Canadian Library,.No. XVII. 1957; rpt. Toronto: 5
McClelland & SteWart 1960 . ’

. Luke Baldwin's Vow. qupntof Winston, 1948. . - R

. \The' Varsigx StorP, Toronto: Macmillan, 19L8,

./The Loved and’ the Lost.. Laurentian Library 1x: 1951;

rpt, Toronto: Macmillan, 1973. .. R ,

{ a
. Moriqz,Callaghan's Stories. Toronto: Macmiilan,,l959 R
' . oo . . s :}f“?
; . The Many Colored Coat. Laurentian Library XII; 1960;, R
rpt. Toronto: Macmillan, 1972. ' L 2
- . A Passion in Rome. New York:. Coward-McCann, 1961.
. That Summer in- Paris. ‘Toronto: Macmillan, 1965.' ;gﬁf
RN o I - N i ' T ' Qu .
- N - Sy
_ . A Fine and, Private, “Place.. Toronto:" Macmillan, 1975. s
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'8.* SECONDARY SOURCES. - Lt N T
~, ’ . ) ~ ’ ‘Q‘i
Works an Cajaghan ;o ' N o o AT
T Anén.  "Prodigal Who stayed home." Saturday Night, 13 May 1956,
e Lo ) pp, 2l - 22, N
. Avison, Margaret "Callaghan Revisited." Review of Morley Lo, !
. . * " Callaghan's Stories, by Morley Callaghan.': Canadian - - ;
oo - Forum, XXXIX (March- 1960), p. 276 - 277, L3
. * “‘3'1\
o Bissell, Claude T. 4Fiction'- in Wetters in Canada: 1951 " Ed. ‘%
7 .+ . " J,R. MacGillivray: University of Toronto Quarterlz, XXI 2l
, (April 1952), p. 258-271, ‘.. 9§
‘Callwood, June.. "The Many Coloured Career.bf Morley Callaghan." . -
~ Toronto Star Weekly, December 17, 1960, p. 16- 19“ E
Cameron,.Donald "Defending the Inner Light An Interview with %g a
: Morley Callaghan," Saturday Night, July 1972, pp. 17-22. . =
- o - i
‘ Conron,. Brandon, Morley Callaghan., .Twayne's World Authors Series 5
R . qNo; I. New York: Twayne Publishers, 1966. , ~%
. oo N ¢ ’ ‘ - 2
- "~ . MMorley Callaghan as a Short Story Writer." “Jdirnal = ¢ ) .ué
o, of Commonwealth Literature, No. ITT (July 1967), pp. 58- ~75.. N g?
X “Danlie3 Hallvard, "Destructive Innocence ‘in the Novel of Vorley ?§‘
: ‘ ‘ Callaghan." Journal of Canadian Fiction, ‘I, No. III T
- - .»  (Summer 1972), DPp. 39-hla i
_ . Davis, H.J. \"Norley Callaghen." -Review df They Shall Inherit the _ ‘%
A ' ,‘ Earth, by Merley Callaghan.:. Canadian Forum, XV (December , LA
‘ o 9355. pD. - 98 399 “ ¥ ‘ .

.

Davis, Robert Gorham. "Carla, Sam* and a Dying Pope,"

4

Review of
A Passion in Rome. by Morley Callaghan., New York Times

Book Review, 15 October 1961, pp.-4 and 30. %y

B
LiiFajardo, S.J. . "Morley Callaghan s Novels amd Short Stories." ) o7 i

-

) . Unpublished ¥.A. Diss., Univer51ty of Montreal, 1962.

y o
H0ar, Victor.t Norley Callaghan. Studies in “Canadian Literature, .
" No, IV. Toronto- Copp lark, 1969. ’ '
PRI Kendle, Judith nn. "The Artist) Kis Church, #nd Scciety:
- - SN in thé Novels 6f. Vorley (allaghan."
‘ University of Manitoba, 973. :
0 - * . B ,u
McPherson, Hugo. "The Two Worlds of Morley Callaghard -~ Man's R
; Earthly.Quest," Queen's Quarterly, LXIV, No. IT1 (A%fumn
1957), pp, 350-365. N
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. . Introddction to More Joy in Heaven, .by Morley 'Callaghdh.
? New Canadian Library, No. XVII. 193?, rpt. Toronto:
. McClelland & Stewart 1960, i .
a
Moon, 'Barbara. "The Second Coming of Morley Callaghan."
: Macleag%a Magazine, 5 December 1960, pp. 19, 62-64..

Ross, Maleolm. Introduction to Sth is My Beloved. by Morley
- Callaghan., New Canadian-Library, No. II. 1934; rpt.
Toronto: McClelland & ,Stewart, 1957,

SandweLI;\B K. "The Hurt Without Help." .Review of The Loved
and The Lost. ' by Morley Callaghan. Saturday Night, .
27 Narch 1951, p. 7. .

- \ﬂ\

Scott, Frank R. "Lorne Pierce Medal: Morley Callaghan." Royal

Society of Canada Transactions, 3rd: series, LIV (pro—
ceedings 1960), pp. 56-57.

Sutherland, Fraser, "Hemingway and Callaghan Friends and
" Writers." Canadian Literaturg, No. LIIT (Summer 1972),
* ppo \8-170 ¢

‘ L d

. The Style of Innocence: A Study of Hemingway and
Callaghan. Toropto: Clarke Irwin, 1972. t

Walsh, William. "Morley. Callaghan." A Manifold Voice:' Studies
- in Commonwealth Literature. New York: Barnes and Noble,

Morley Callaghan. New Canadian Library, No. XXXIII.
1934: ‘rpt. n.p. McClelland & Stewart, 1962,

. "Norley Callaghan as Thinker." Dalhous*ie@ieiv; \
¢ >EXXIX (1959-60), pp. 305-515. o ' :

’
]

Weaver; Robert L. "A Talk with Morley Callaghan." The Tamarack
*  Review, VII (Spring 1958), PP. 3*&9

' Wilson, Edmund 0 Tanada: An Amerlcan's Notes on Canadian tulture,

New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1964.

; "That Summer in Paris." Review of That Summer in Paris,
by Morley Callaghan.:- New Yorker, 23 February 1963.
pp. 139-148. ) ' o

. "Morley Callaghan of .Toronto." The New Yorker, 26
‘ November, p. 224.7

-Woodcock, Geprge. "Lﬁst,ﬁurydlce “The Novels of Morley Callaghan."
Canadian Literature, No. XXI (Summer 1964), pp. 21-35.
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O E ) ‘"Callaghan's*‘l‘oronto' he ﬁersona of the t':it;,yj .

. - Journal of Canadian’ Studi s, VII, No. 11 (August 1972),
; C o . PP, 21-2h. . :
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t ’ éen,ex;al WHorks . ® P ¢
. . R
' Atwood, Margaret - Survival: A The\\atic Guide“to Canadian .
Literatuhes Toronto: Anansi, 1972, " = - 7
: .q v
Cox, Harvey. Mhe Feast' of Fool: A. Theold cal Essgy on
‘ » Festivity and Fantasy. 'Peremnial Library. " 1969;
3 rpt. New. Yorl_t' Harper.& Row, 1972. . Lo
. R . | )
, r 1
) _  Gunn, Giles B. (ed). Literature and Reldgion./ New York:
: o : “ Harper‘& ‘Row, 1971, S ™ )
R} | ) X
o : Kolakoski, Leszek "The Priest apd the Jester," Dissent. IX,-
L - " ~No. III (Summer 1962), p. 253, ¥ ) -3
*y, Rollo (ed). ;Szmbolism in Religion and Literature. New. . ,
Ydrk *George Braziller, 1960, . 7/ i

S Ti\oreau, Henry David. Walden. {'ﬂe Variorum Waldem 1854, .
RERNEE _ ~Washing

) : rpt New Yorl;: Washington: Square Press Inc., 1962.. ,
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