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; | tho off)cto of the lntroducuon of tha psruonauty auumpuon. - ) |
- ' ' In Chaptor IV the tmoim-rodpution hypothulu will bo roplacod
- . ‘hy. another paycholog‘!.cal anumptiom tho optlml-tonolm hypoth“u.
The'resulung P adiopnsitiom ror utrhotural-functional socivlogy m;ll
be axamined. e optimal-tension ﬁypothaoh atut)n thet sach individual
) haa s prefarred ldvel of tenaion at any givon timo,o L} .}wnl mhich he .
' atrivas to achieve and mai,nt.uin. Tha difforonoc from the tansion—reduc-
. ‘ l * tion hypothaaur ds thet the optimartnnuon levul my ba hiqher than .
o " the lmaut poaslbla tensioh lovel. Tha results of nplacing the hypo— ‘
) "thssie will” bn nxams.nod both for the hypothoeio alone and when M'. 1s com- '
' bined: with the role conatruct‘, showing' that tho new poychologieal as- '
aumption no longer createo« a conuarvauvs bies 1n oocioluginal ‘researche.
In the N,fth ohapton thoao »nctiona of‘ Inortun' "A Paudigm for g
. ' . Functional Analysia in Soc!.alogy" that rnqmn chanqoa bucauao af tho g
¥ “rsplsoament of the porsonality hypntheoio ill he renitten. Tha para-
digu w!.n than be uud to anal.yzu an ampirical ruaarch t.o ahm that .
e tha raaearch bakeé a fumtiongl;sh@srayocuua, and tha M'.Udy wi.ll ba .

: \f" examiﬁad to shqw tha@ tha tqhuor&araduoum hypothau.d m Ty creatau S

. v.4-‘
o

A
1
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(0 F _ CHAPTER II P L

. ’ . B - {.@; P T i .
n ' -« THE TENSION-REDUCTION HYPOTHESIS: - . & % ' .
. ) ‘ ’ L - T ) » ‘}\‘ ' . ~\ ,,-' . . .

The manner in whioh etruotural-functional theories domonatratc

’

their oonservative. bige will be examinad in later chaptura. In thia
L4

. chapter- the peychu{logical background to thiu biaa wiu ba exam}nad. - ;o

~

S R ia the hypothaoia of this thaait that ] otruthtal-funotlonal anal-

ydia is not, of nacessity,: conaorvatlva. Thl conlarvativo biaa ie in-
troduced by the ausumpt&on that most th&orlnte make ﬁognrding the na- .

tura of the human qargona;tty..nhpaoially'whdn it 10 oombinad with the .

. ooncapt'of role. 'If a different anquptioﬂ‘ié uand-ln'd structurale

‘ '

functional analyaiu, the bias oither would be lesaenod conoidarably,

or mould vanish completaly,? ' : ‘ , .

, . ' L]

The basig paraonnlity aaaumpt*on poatulated hy Anetlcan otruc~> oE
tural-functiana&iste (among ‘other thuorist-) 1& an optimal gratifica-~ h' o
tion modal, squtv:lnnt to a maximal tsnaion tnduction modcl.z‘ A pursonl“ o
. ie postulatad to hava cartain needa thnt ha requitua ta ‘have fulftllod; |

‘f : Thaso naada range f:om tho biologicgl prenaquisitca for lira (auoh aa : j*.f

v
r.f\., E

'J\

}ff'iitha naad ror rood) td«uscondary hadda‘dr iﬁolﬁl rathur thunﬁbiologﬁnalA ' ‘:ﬂ:;”

S “l, < [ kS
BY A s

‘; e b:igln,(auuh' '“the naqd tq play~barda nvh;y,ﬁaturdﬁy night). Bnoaﬁao
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th-rn are needs th-t nuot.go pnrt&ally or conplotnly unfulfillod at uny
givon tlﬂb. s , ' . «; 3 ' L
< Tonllon r-cultu from the domund of an unfulflllld noad to bs -

,’_ - - \
gratlfind. Since the v-riouo naada of a por-nn ace zenkud by that per- o

\

son 1n terns»of meonbanca. th-rn are noods uhloh will b- mor demand—.

I

L } 1ng of fulfillmant there others, and thoit non-fulfillnent wil . roato f
A .‘ gneater tnnsion than will the noanul?illmunt of lnae important npada.,‘
. When the aseuuption is made thet the.psreon uill nttempt to grutiry all
" o the needs he poaaibly can, taking lnto account that the morc 1mportent
o nesds ere gratifiod bafore the losa inportant, it ie ‘clsar that the R
overall tandioﬁ‘luvol must be reduced.to as low's leval as pnaaibla.' |
’ For each person therl 0111 ba a lnvul nt uhich bha ovorall tension cane- .
nst be rlﬁucod by fuifilllng more nesds or by not meating :om- naeda -
and fulfilling otharn. Thil is the aptinally lpu tﬂpsion llval. Tha
thoory of a p-rnon'o c-oktng optinully lou tonnton utll be-called the

. .
. .- )

él ‘ tonaion-rpductlon hypothoolo. ‘,' ) '_ T,
- - zr a poroon llvud nlon. in tha corld, this ututouontiof tho ton-

. -

IR ' llon-toduotlon hypoth-ols uouid be conplatc. Suoh a paréon -ould hav-
. ) . \

i tc omxm ‘only hio needs and tm noans by qhich he would uthfy
thnu. cuuplln tionq anoug. hnu-vcr, uhon thu indivgpunl pur-on llval\_

t‘f-nqltp-dopondnnt upon a%hon yoopxq 1n | group.
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. Tho tonaion-roduction hypoth-slo 1: applicable to the group .
-1tuation as u-pl as to the 1nd1v1dua1 lltuatlon. but nlth . olgnlfl-

cant difrsroncn. anh "individual must now balanoo his own grntlfloa-

i

tion uith tha requirem.nta of the group and tha other group nlnbore.

] . - -

Optlmal grhtification 1- atill poseiblu givnn,a particular oituation.
‘But optimal gratifioation ﬁnﬁ a glvon individual is ln-o in. thu group

than for the hypothetically 1solutad 1nd£vidual bocauso tharc.may be

N
.

“‘more.incompatible needs batwqen people than'uithin one pagaqn "alone.

An axtreme d@xample mighy'ba‘userul @8 an illustration. Con-

4 -

sidar & master-slave situstion where ths master has total.ppwer over.

.
f N A » L

_the slave. 'The master is able to use all gha surplus’ production of

‘ b Co \
the alave for himsalf, but he .atill has to giva soms food to the slava

80 that the slave.can continue to work for him,. In takinq the alave 8

‘ requiramenta into consideration,uthe master must glve up part of his o . .

'goal of” the accumulabion.or graater resources in ordar for the arrange=—-x '

9
_ment to continue. ‘This example” illustrates that'in any socigl inter- B

.

action tha particip@nta ﬁuat, of necessity, give up some meodiatn pre-

'tiflcation in order for an 1nterparsonal argangamnnt to’ aurvive. In

-,

thie case it is only a littls food; for a lcdba future rnturn. In moat "
'1nstanccn, in which paopla are, uunculvod of as mores iqual than 4n this l

axampla, much mora will have to bn\g}vcn up by the' individual ao thnt ' S

as many nneda c-n be -ntinfied a8 poaoible. ' .5;' o § S

’
’

.+ Even tl)augh 1nd1v1dua1 naada will have to be unnet,’ m ey ..

by . -
f

group thate uill be a atablﬁ putnt at uhich ] balane- (a;;}IIbrium) 1. D
'fﬁ\;l_ r-achnd so thﬂt thn’a?allant ihount nf todbton oxiuth ov-rall (unlqp- : ‘: 1#~-f
thar- io -unh Icarc&ty éhit'nl; thu t:uc;n-ciaoittcc or Iifc néﬁﬁbts V
givan tn ovabypnn).:‘ln thq atabnhofﬂyqu&i .

[INE LR

o
#
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. or needs will bo gratifisd and. the mott Luportant-—l.e., tension-pro-

) duclnq--ncodc ulll be satlnt&ud fir-t. It {s at th}l particular up- <
timal lovnl that a nroup -nuld bl'ﬂﬂlt stable. lt -ould collo- fron

the tonllon-roduction hypothoalt that the members of the group. uould o

‘

” uiah to maintain this ov-rall. stahln, low tenulon leval. Davlatlono

v . T +

. from it--&;e., individualu wfio create 1nernusing téhaiono in some lay-; S

Lo would usually bu doalt with qulokly[and aovoraly %0 that thc nquilib- ‘

| rium is raoroated. ‘A changs 1n thu oxternal conditionnpnnuch as drought. ,

or an attank by nbnthar group, uould nadecsibato a reformatton gf ln : :“ o

lquilibrium at anothor Lovel bncause differant means moutd be neadad

| K to Iatisfy the same neads, nnd because the’ neada\xhht uould be capablc
N or satlafaction uould change. But aa long'es the environment.changed

littla. the group mpuld be expect-d to’ continua ag, before bacauso any

y

changu qould mesn that the. ovnrall tcnsion laval--un uxpro-aad by un-

4

rulfillad nnods--ould 1noreac¢.

" Thus far, ws have e picturu o?\thu grgup Ilnhorl attompte .o ,
s lng to roduoc tonsinno to the lo-o-t posuiblo 1.val. Givcn thn tonaion-
‘:cductton hypothcutl. no pnroon uithin & currently ttﬁblo group lould

| | y i
v, ~ w,,,.}.*ﬁ" - .4.% 4

‘be .quuted to -nr tho nqulllbrium in e r.}atxvuly unchunging -nviron. , y

' .
to : ’

, | l-nt, b.c-usc ohungnn cuulq noan that ths n-odo thatenmo eu:runtly bo-
v g rum;x-d -m pmxuxy mu ta bc umfm. or coum. ma-
‘ ) uny .mnm b.aph uo dlarupt uu tquutbuwof g:oum., uut thie
Tl dmupum -ouxd bé -mcm tn u d,-u auh" mmy bx uﬁ eh. othu. A 10" ; E A
uu-bvr- oﬂ thQ.QROMD vhp hnvo h
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alism ere assumed, genernlly, to be in uﬁproximataqueillbriun vith a

~ o

L - relativoly steble onvirunment. ’éiaarlyr some giduba,at=aoma times ‘ox-

psrianco groat turmoil. Some of this turmoll cen be explained byoax¢

& A

.ternal anvironment changes, but some cannot. Thia residue, uhich o o »

...... B}

- ‘ wuuld aaem to stam From accumulated {ntarnnl atraina within’ tho group, .

- - le not eaaily explainable undab tha tenaion-reduotion hypotheciag ) RN

S

1Sourcaa of strain can be seen -as atemming from either 1ntarna1 or ex-

1‘1 N

rternal causas (orethoir intoractighb,sinternal causes rcaulttng from

Y . _—

changea in the rulatlons of indivlduele to each other, external cauooa

o
» ’, . .

rasultlnp from chaqg-a in the -nviranmont. If,thara ars no suffi-
ciont uxtnrnal causes tn exgigin changd that haa accurrnd, tha re- S
[ ! A h ! T
aaarchar must turn to Lntarnal explanationa for the change. But,

‘s

. givan o rolativnly ctablo qroup. no aurficinnt sourcus af 1nenrnAL

Pid ) s M \

BT "otrain uould bu apparaht undor tha tansion-rnduction hypoth-sic. Ono

’ lolution -ould bo for the roooorchtr to point to thoon otrainu thut

Coe ‘actually bocano uncnntrollod and to~duducg\that thtﬂl 'htﬁiﬂ' were’ ;Q;\\ .
ey tho causo; th-t in; thu-- ottatnn procludnd an optinnlly low tng;tnn *\_,//

L S lov-1. Thiu b-ga tho gucutton and- tn not v.ry ucoful as sn oxpl‘ﬁation.

1’4 - - A .ncond Qlt-tnntivo uxplnnatlon would be fom tho tonoarohat

™2

to -xplaln en.e nndt gtpupn cannob aotqélly r-ach - ourfletuntly lan
_“» b-mion hm umn thounﬁ n u m:}, mgv:.duau stcm rm -h"
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. ~ has not made euch changes, S RE ' ‘

*. The second altnrnﬁtivo ia nnt parsimonious bucaunn it intro- _ ‘

-, ’ 'q o o ’
o : duces new aauumptlnnu to an old thaory. while unothor thoory will ox-

’ - .
s ar

tunpﬁﬁono, s uill be - o

1

) ‘ aﬁown in Chaptor zv. Tha first altnrnatlv' ronaine conscrvatlvt bo-

p1a1n the facts Aa m.n without qddit.tonal

-

f cause 1t doas not suggaat that rnlatlvaly atablo groups cunvéollnpau .
"from 4 gg;n 1 procesuaa alono, thersby luad to tho a.nuaptlon that

" such a group will remain atabl. unless thers s onvironmontal change.

»

- © .On a group level, lccopting the tonai -reduct ion hypothoaio_

will thus predispose the ro-aarcher to h eononrvativi blaat the oxpuc-
'

tablqn or gruup contlnuity for an 1ngof1n1to ;\ho. aouuulnq tho onvlr-, ‘ ‘

’

onment romaino conotant. Tho ressarcher nould axp that the -oototy, L

) " - 'jja- ‘oonstituted, 1f Lt has bonn ctabl- Jfor any roaconablo period of time,
. .lsogld be unlikely tblbp dlaryg%rgjf?aijzithin. ’c.{fllnly, ldgh . dis- . '“
e .,;(\.iuptién would -always be possible, but unlikely end unpxpoétodo . , LT

' : N . : F . o .
. 4 . - , . [ -
. , v : Co . -

o N

v

R The tm-xon-ndmnm nypuuml- . ;uuu sbdis. 1s uuu meu-

o . . .
<

. pllt. h-cau-- 1t 1np thnt nn 1nd1v1duu1 o-n be Iook-d ntf.o ‘4 member .
of, - uingl. u:oup.;' he . 1: roally»a nonbar of q-ny grnup. -t the L )

~ . . )

I .
,ul ,

1»)' v ," ugno tin-. The: idna of asnboxphip o -nny)gxpupu tn doot cft-n nnnd&-d . 1
‘ hy tho eo&c-pt or rqlc. . Thlu eoncapt ncntatno T héﬂtg nn da-a tho t ‘
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ety for the rolw of clnrk; by a ummll?grqup for tholrolc of poksr
player)s The man can bg'viéﬁcdlgs Pilling each of the rols/status-
positions he anacts either well or poorly, Aseuming sleays that the

. ‘N

socisty in which the position exists is Peirly stable; ressarchers -

"5 ‘would turn their conexdaraclon to ehe pcrfnrnanco of tho-rolnulnnu-—\\\)

bant. -If tho 1ncumbent dnabvnut fill-hll ponitton-wcil, that Lt, u. ":Lf
requiﬁsd by the uocléty, ha uould bs lebslad = dnvlant, and adjuntntnto
would be expectnd t\\ba made to eliminhte the deviance.: .. SRR

- Tha conservetive biss of th- ooﬁccpt of tolo 1c4§ipat-nt from
thy above., A rﬁuoarchur{uaiqg'thu ?olo concppt nquld,tlnd to ruoard ..

' pérson riilingAa position badly'as simply deviant, ﬁhty.tpq c0qcopt:
or,rolé'i; eombi;ed with tha teneion-reduction hypothesis, t re is en
Lnt-raction which rninrorcaa the.consorvatlvo biaoou of -ach. The
tunaion-r-ductton hypothoczt ruquiroo that in » singln group. %hl tn-
dtvidual pnruon considq:o the total grnup tcn:ton l-vul.“ When tho
overall t-nclhn tnvol orlthu oroup ta the iow.ot poo.iblu. th- utllt—

7€nf1an 1ntorootu of -lI»zhc“group uhnb-ra are h-ot -rvcu_bxku contin-
ultiun of the -tntus quo. xr thu t-nsion 1nvu1 bouqni highnr thln

| stiuunt haro uould ho 1 Jock0Y£n9 far gruttfioltion -nd nd'pgruon f ,»:~
Gouldh be m- uf .auanntxm uqtmm nu om could pudict. -ho& dgm .

ncnur. For bhlt tqq;an,“hh 'crnn‘ Vpuahur qﬂAphnplt(

”
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. at lnuoc approximat.ly -uttablu. He would be-oxpi&tld“to nonm&t only T :

b -
=<3

r(\ 4

v-rtouu -uxtubln otntuo-poslt&on- uuhjoct to c-:ta&n ooolully-dufhncd .

°"'t"*“"- The perbon‘s ruloloholcnn oould then bc oxpoetod to bs: T

. o P

part of his ealf (purnonality) in rilling nny givon rola becnuno -oon "

"he would change to another rolo and thu' ahould remain, floxiﬁ.i in his' . .
s -

ability to nhift.‘ Thcrrescarohnr Wouldjth-rufptu'bn prndtppoand to o=

pnct that the given 1nd1vidual would Lntb:act in a'roln .ituation utth C o

a certain amount of roacrvu because thn nondn he qxp-ctu eu b gr-tx-
- .

fied in any partichlar role aituation are oonneralnnd by bnth ths .o- ) :

<

0101 oxpeotationu nf tha .ituation and by tho nosds qf -v-ry other mum-

.
©

ba§ or the ‘given group. The dlfrnranco batwuon the peraon who is = ' N
namﬁhr nf many groups and thcnbvsthhbloal pernon nho is & nonbcr of .
only one 1. the followings in ohooalng io rolqi st ;-aut tcmnuhat vol—

untarily, the rormlr is alsn choqoxng thu various qroupo fbr tha needs
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. b. pouibl.- to utufy ovnryono' 'nndo -uruuunuy. nnd - nt-bh level

-culd b- 1.mpou$b1u Hmvcr, ror tho ‘parson who has. meny dirterent

- - @

oL x-nups tu Jou\ 1n ehq ooct-t.y. this, nnd novn b- the nau m-u“ othcr

, rals chdices are ‘uvaunbh if the eurnnt ones uu not wfﬂumuy v

';

L . .

j \ ) grutlryinq ) . - > ' T .
‘ ) L Tha ruurnhn- Uho cmblnanlton-nduouon hypothul- '

s ' and tho rolo con-truot uould be pudhpond to nuumo fixed ltatup-po-

4 . el ’

o oi.tionu in the social Qtruoturo, and soms numnt of choice uf which

. 8-~
gtoupl to join or which roles. to H.J.l. This wnuld essure @n npprox!.-

o —— _x..

mte rit between roles and their .i.ncmbentu. ;xoapu.on- -oul.d be Lo

:
¢

beled deviants, nho, by definition, sre-in the nlnntny Ln any .tabh
o . ¢ system. Tho davunto would tend to disrupt- tho gruup, but becauss thny

a ‘ N are fu in nmbor in = stable group, eh-y would be wxplct.od to b- conw

. Co tronod and. dnie with -rrmunuy. Thxough tho oplztung,up of,uhoh
. o pouom into ruxn, the nuarohur ‘would mku it vory d rﬂcuxt fur

‘ tho -tutuu quo to bo qmcuonnd Ln any huhntq ataﬁh groupy unl.on

oxhrnal chmgn occut *m ths unuronmnt. 'rho roh th-or“t. who ac~

.
i -

e .’ ' o ,,cnpt- tht h.ntion-udwelun hypotmm uoulﬂ nldm ‘uonuidor At to be -

o ,l nbtthy nuarch tuk tn obq;w; a ntublo group xn ", cm:tant ‘anvir- .
o

'dm-nt S.n nrdn tn ho

punnt nhnn mtornal ntuim dl.nupt tho g:oup;
wa R Coee )
,cm :la \:lry unlikoly‘ " :

[ % o
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¥ e-mmr hvol bacsuse th’u would be wore cmfnntc bitl!l\'t thi ““QV

4 many paopln th? -ithin anly onn pouon. Hmvn, tna a condi-

t
'

uon of ablol.\:to .cn:ultyf(xbtu, a lm-t ponibh cttbh tom.ion hvul
oxhtu for\my oroup; thh 1. t.ho opunauy low nm!.un m«n.
Th- o\tunuon of thu tnmim-nducuon hypothuh to nw:o cbu-

‘
’

phx groupu or tociuti.n, in uh!.oh . por cun bo a ﬁwbc: of’ mmy

Q"

di"cnnt mbgroupl. J.udn to thn role oonotruct. ‘This otmcqpt. Mpllu

+

fixed otatuo-poa}.tlom, ancl 1nd1vi.dua!z choleo 1n ruung ntntua-poaniom.

Anun!.no o ulatlvely atnbh group" or nochty, s doﬂ.n-d in

.o '

.

Chaptor 1, tho unlrehor h pndl.pord“nr mr&uu- binu .tn ud.ng

thess t-o conooptuul toola. Tho t'nom-r-aunuun hypothnio leads ié]m.
ruurchor to auuma thnt. gi.von no -xtmul onvhonmnntnl chung«. m—
bu-s of any given grnup or ooointy will do noth.'mg to d.iq:upt thl tccnl '
tructuu of thut group or aoclnty. ThayNn‘l Qj.tempt td nmta.tn ﬁho

:titul quo in ordu- xo be nsurud of rucuiv.{no thd\gfanﬂ.cutlon thﬂ;

h thn&r goal. in bsi.ng mnb-u of tha g:wp. -The uh\;‘ln ,trooe ulu

-4
prodhpon the :auuchn to oxmim uhut iqu.ld b. lubchd ovmt Lo

i
\

ves, . nnd to not J.ook 1nto pﬁnibh d&nupuodo of tho uwlnl orders

-

whm than two ! c cmbimd, thc uum:chq: -m nnt oup-nt -ny

“""“{‘é T AT
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" THE ‘rsnsmn.ncoucnon uvpomtsxs w msous ? ;.

' s Y. , <' .
Vet . ,/_J' "

"~ Jaloott Parsons has bun om of t:ho mct Lnrlmﬁhhof uodlrn

oooiologiato. He h the foundct”nf Amuonn otwbeural-fwumuu,
uh!.ch he sees as tha nulminat:lon of thl dif‘fuunt tnnda in tho Euro-

pean aoci.ol.ogy of Wobor and ‘the £duuota, on *.ho om hind, nnd of Durk-

- i
heim, Ppato, .and "the ut.uttarians. on tha othur “hand.“ In’ uru- put_-,

4

side o\‘ a&:toiogy, hn ckﬂwudgn Y dubf to Fraud and 'I‘olman in pey= .
chol.ogy. Thh p.ychologicnl,‘oriontauon holpa to Pormlato thi con-
t-nt, as uppoaed to. th- ltructun, of the actiun thaory in m.s 1at-r

uorkt. . S ,' ) \

A compari.uon ‘of Fauon&' nr‘iy""and' l&tcrworkn ’ dciaomtr’atu

th. ofhpts uf :I.nttuduclng th- tnmi.on-:hduoucm hyputhnh end the S

roh ofmnt:uct to 8 otruoeuu nhich dld nut hmu nqt.tvati’onal cont-nt..

H&o thlury uux be cxama.nud fur u con-'htvatsvn bi,n, b-ftsrn &nd .?tor

s
)x N -

'._ the ,wrommm‘or \‘.hc emgmaspto. Lln, téri:' manm Em 1nqzo nr ui-
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bo nuhn "’{‘mtutl mhtuauy.
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- uu ss a host of (m his: opmgon) nnrc minor mo!ht-. Nom of :  . R
. .V ' tho nuou h- cxmm. uo puychologtoeo, and the nltuu of man in @ ol

R W&Lﬁm {s lews clear -then in his later -otko. o

- ‘I’hn mm is o0 the creatioh of s vol.untaruta.c theor{ of -

\ . - £ ,
\ - ncuun. A sccial act. uhen look-d ;t in tho nnupn fwan of rohunco, o

: C ul.nyo involves - rour coupémntn (‘l) an nchg\xv-; (2) an nnd or goal; - PR

- J\s) a uituqtlon (conditl.om), parts of which are -ltnnblc, parto of R
t~ ‘ 2 o
‘ S which sre iml.t-nbl- by, the actors -ndi(a) s norngti.ve olmant. in . o

1

" . , mk}ng the chotco of mnm.‘ The voluntnuntlo paxt of thﬂ nct h oon-
- tained ln the ooncopt of offnrt. which &n "the, nl.atlng l:?ctox batwaan

e tho no:muvo ‘and the nond&uonul olnmto of action. I Nq;ma do o

ERYEIEN

L nlpt runn thm.lvn nutmmluy but nnly through action. ©os It e

» a

Py

< 18-« + « GlOsely lml.ogoun to tho nnul.yucnl otutma o omrgy 1n

‘ , 'phyucl-s‘u L S , PRSI
~ ! rh. nnhanl.m by. uhich the xndeu-x uppun thlw prinalpll of e

.~ N3 N
- . R

ufrort. that is, tho mts.uu,onal aopout of nctl.on, h not nlur.ly R

l

QPP A 2P S

U ntated. It :.- not u\ imumtual. procbu, olnﬂ.y, bguun thet .oum j fN
not bo volmtathbm. m-sm nou-mr- auh_:.ues.vuy ta bn o’ mmm ’
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Mm.g.mm.m Parsons doas: nét dalineste °

, ﬁ t.ha contcnt of p-non-u.ty. but he .doss c}utu -~ thooruf.ml uetuotur-,
oy ‘ \

‘ghu unu: uct: is thn unit or anul.you in tho neuon rrm of raforonc.. ,:‘ .

> o

" oo Unlt acts -u grouped togéther mcordlng to uﬁou acts. i'.hly nu. bre- S :',
v .

| ; ating the. actor. This isa plnomnty, nhich i- "nothing but the eo-
A ©tedity of observable unit acte dnoﬁ.bw in thﬂ.r omtnxt of r-htim
toa u.ng.lo antor., w8 Groupu an hrgn nggngutu ‘wade up of acton

s . ‘ ‘ L - S ,‘ . ' - L8

*. o a.th.bummu. Y B

- S S:Lne- thorc 1. o oonunt Eo th. volunburlqtte npoct of Pur- \ ‘-
_ sons' sarly thoory. md since the ntuo ehnorz is simp.ly a ierueturfll o .

. form, thers is no discussion of the M of’. uhology. ALl goahl;x Co § ‘, 
' o el ends, all norms. are po.mu.m-. fms tho thnory. Equinbr.tun or o

L

- hmootuh. mm ht-r h vory ano:t-nt, cunnnt bo . pert of this R _

PR L R s s A

. theory. Tht uphuu is. On mvmnt. on notmg. uhtuh hn te .l.mply R
M for the pereon in moving tmrd hu gml.. sm« pouontmkq e

e ’ R

up QrOUPS, u sach plum Mllﬂg..; owh%q:oup ehangu. . Y PO

.

L, tihu.- the t‘.hoory m m oentmt. the: qppuuum of mt.ont s.n

-~ , ’

« voluntaristio theot mxu lesd to mnguu'y and nmnq- e ‘m’m

¢

Ay'

nndnl. Thus,, .




- o

IR (W

-y o LR g e e W

11 '

o

o Tha typa ‘of changea whl.ch take place in Pa;am-‘ theory may be

' ) X ’ . 't .' . B v ' . A
23 _ : co .
poatulating of the role rather than the 1nd1v1dual,porsonaligy as the :

B unit of groups, The effect of -thess changu is to allow Parsona to
hypothon&zo aquil:lbrium aa the goal. of a funotioning soohty. an Hypo-
thaeia whlch was imponibln, al noted fﬁove. with the theory in I!L.

tructuro of Social Acggun. It \vill ba shown thatf it is the particula:- -
mativational concept which parsons adds to his thaoty, along *uith the

e

rolo oonatruot, that lends his thaory a conler\vaﬁvrbhs. et

typiriad by his reference to tha work: of . pqyohologu\ In th!a "Intro-

duction to the Paperbeck eduion" of The suégguge de Soglal ég{;m _

- |
Parscns states that in writing book ‘he was impiud by Gqstalf. pay-

1"

ohology and by Tolman'a thaory of purp_u)iv\.bahavlor. - Tolman remains

v“

. met??tant in his later .work. buf[ the Gestalt paybhologiats recedg, ta ¥ ¢+

: ‘bg_ugmid by F reué, sho s anly mah%ioned tuics in The structyre of

Sociel Actiug 1n nonnaction ui.th Durkhom'a internalizatiﬁ of con-, \

cgaaintq,u Paraona uaee Y mdifioabion of Freud's tansion-raduchlon

«—.

.

—

}notsﬁatiﬁnal\axutam, and from thla rnlloma‘}hie amppes.ta on aquilibbfum o
kY

in the social ayoten. : Y

+

A

Y  Paragne’ rmt postulste in his m‘ iwark” 15 that the individy-

./;

al 1- 'horn ui‘th l.nnatp drivu that: damand sathfgction. Ho continmo:

o 1‘h¢ objeot which i.a connututlonany mt aﬁprnpriaho Fo: the uathax- :
f" is of apvipc-rogmlc nead s, howsver) 'seldon sbsolutely sponific,
_Buty. on, thc;. thar hand,: th;,tango of varisbility opan to- ection and .
he 3 ms.tn., Among these’ nasds: which /,
stion,. ‘howaves, the digies of
uuuxarxy in*‘ttw ‘hade " ae
-theiw A w




Qxcitatlon.w According to Hall, ) , ' .
7 ' the sole function of the id is to provide for the immediate dis- -.
’ : ' charge of quentities of excitagion (ano;gy or tension) that are re-
. : leased in the organism by internal.-or “@xtornal stimulation. This-..
’ ‘ . Punction of the id fulfills the primordial or initiel principle of ' LAY
' _1ife which Freud esllad the pleasure principle. The aim of the .
* " pleasurs principle is to rid tha psrson of tension, or, if this is ' o
impossible--as it- usuelly is--to reduce the smount of tension toa = -

low lavel and keep it =as constant as possible,16

’ .
N 0

Parsons sdds that there are slso secondary nasdy? . P
I . . N ’ . .

<

In addition to the visgerogenic needs there seem to be certein

needs for "social relationships." These might bs constitutionally
given or they might, by being indirectly naceaga:y for the grati-.
fication of viscerogenic needs, ba derivative in their origin-and

_come subsequently to amcquire autonomy.? :

i s '

These secondary needs are 'differsntisted Prom innate drives by heing. .
called need-dispositionse ’ : o : ) ' -

The identifying index of & need-disposition is a tendency on the
- part of the organiem to "strive" for certain relationships with .
objects, or-for certain relationships betwsen objects., And the
tendency to 'strive" is nothing more than the tendancy to-cognize —
and cathect in certain ways and to act in a fashion guidsd by those
.~ cognitions and cathexes. The diffsrsnce between @ nsed-disposition
" . and & drive s » » lies- in the fact that it is not innate, that it -
is formed or learnsd in ection, and in the fect that it is a ten-
-dency to orisnt and salect with an eys to 'ths. future, as well &g ,

with an eye to immediete Q’rauﬂchtign.ﬁ ,

.

Uhen there is a drive or need-disposition, an o:gahuug“;‘attamphs\ tpw .
satia;fy it. k‘gratﬂymg' sxqarie‘nea’witl‘p"an“’ob?i&t ‘makes tha‘argan!.sm ] .

. wish to;attach itsslf £o the object. ‘Removal of the object will ore-
o 5&:“ ttenpt by the oxgantm;go pesvar 1640 T

' N

[ \ an

o7 parsans'.next sssumption isthat there sre meny nesd-dispoei~ - -
11 |
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. o

of. drive gratjfication thus operates within the context of an equilib-
riin of need-dispositions and their syutami;"21 This concept seems to .

be squivaler® to the tensibri-feduction hypothesie discussed in Chepter '

II.' I '@ ‘ T . ‘ , ' L.

. Parsons follows this with a direct discussion-of the "tension” .

.

reduction hypothaaio. He gives three roaaons‘why”it'ie inadequatat,

Firet, it ruila to take oxplicit account of the organization or tgo

drive element into the. sygtem of need-dispositions. Second, "ten- - :

oion" tends to be merely a nam@ for an unknown. -« ‘o » Third, oxpla- o .

.nation of action by tension. reduction tends to translate zction '

' into an over-simplified, relatively Undifferentiatad rhythin of ten-

.- sion sctivation and quioooonco. 8o that specifi¢ differsntiation :
in relation to elements dof tho aituation and of ogientation of ac- -
tion ere obocurod.zz ) A :

A\l ' ¥

’ T Paraono re tekes 1oouo -ith a uimpln-mindod tension reduction schome.
) 3 .
.t He points ohi¢ that tension oannot be roduood to zero because the many !

e neod-dispooit o 1nteract, and they cannot bd eatisflod at the same .

time. Goneroll}\ houovor, he dooo agres with the Fraudian model of : ' .%

tension roduction. Along thaao linas he rafors to tha aotor'a aim to ‘

3 : ootaln an optimal lavol of grotiflcation. Thio optimum is rolotivp to
tho oxiatinn set of nood-diapocitiono in the portioular oituution, Do \
tnoluﬂing oomnituont to' cortain doprivationa in tho ahort run.23 Thus - ﬁ\
there is an allocation uoohanlsn to apportion g:otifioat%:o omonﬁ tho

" vnrlouo nood-dlopos&tiona. Within ths totol personality s ptoooao of

&ntograt&on prov-nto oonfliota botuaon tha vaziouu naad.dLonoltlona.?‘ S

IR ' .

It Lo olpor that thc uobivatiopil oaplot of Paroono' 1otor bhoo:y 19 Q‘

o ‘1,;
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thé pleasure principlé by tﬁ- raallty principle. Accérding to ths-roal—
ity prinoipla, tha indivldual will give up uncartain immediate plea-
sures for late:, more important, pleasural.zé Thn 8go 19 the machanism
by uhich the plaaaura principle is replaced by the reality prinoiple

' because of its inatigft for aalf-preaervation.zs o / ! j

Freud's pnrsonallty tyotem is en interactive whole, with the id,

\J

“the ego, end the auparego as the main oomponanta. But thara are con-
flicts, not only between instlncta, but alao betnsen the intqntiona of

the three componants, and between tha 8ex. inatinct (Eros) end the daath

1nat1nct (Thanatoa)e , In the "otabllizad parsonality" a-fragile gqui-

28

llbrium tends to be formad. But 1t is dlaar from Freud's nmphaaie

a

on peychopathology and neurosis that such an equilibrium uften breaks

down. Paraona doas not stop, as Fraud doaa, with a fragile.intagration

,‘4runct£ona1 prethuisltea of this syugon eres . ,f'

\im\the personality ayatem.‘ Hiw emphasis ‘is on ayatem.nnd,integrétion.

Dahre \gﬁf sven berates E;riopa for being utopian_in not looking at ths

v

. p . g
- ~ For Paraons, the porsonality is "the organ&zad nystam of thé

critical fecte of oxpariﬁnca.zg ' < ‘ .
orientaticn and motivatlon of action of one indi.vidual sctor.” 30 phe

(1) From the outnidq. or froqrhhu tcilntifio obaarvar'a viquoint,«'
it ds the problem. of maintainihg & bolrided systems in other words,
.4t 1s the . personalityls problems of . continuing to be the kind of,

. - systen It is. (2) Frem the loaide, or from’ tha'abtoq'a via-point,

- At ls tho probiem of optlm&zntion ur gratifieatiun. I

_‘ LA

ﬂrha 1ntarna1 prublnm of npttmizetiuu or gratlfxcutsan 1: tho onuu an tha




¢ ‘ . ’ ' % ’ °
problem, which the auperabo is nrganlzad to aolva.sz

Oné aspect of the adéptive-intagrative prnblem is that of the
conflicting needs of "tha various naed-diapoaitiona. Tho major mechan: )
ism po;tulated for dealing with this problsm is doma action on the , .
part of‘ the actor t: change the parcaption of ‘the a:l.tuation, either °’ o

’ internally 80 that the facts no longar are aean to’ conflict, or exter-

nally through some physical interventium .In alther cau, tﬁrcunfﬁut*

¥
"

ie made to disappear.as. ‘ - ' \ I

[ .
. o Y

x

The internal aspact of inhegtation can’ ba sesn es & concern —
. - ’ . . , .

wlth tension. ~ . .

*  Teneion, as wa should like to use the term, exists in so far -
as the actual “position" of ons or more unite in the system in- '
‘ volves;a discrepancy relative to the position, which'in terms of i
Recess 8 of their oun equilibrium as systems they ought to oc- -
CUDYe 0.0 o "Tension* is, of course, the result of meghanisms in-
. ternal to,the q}xit, as well as. ita- direct reactions to the largar

——syatem of unite of which it is @ i part.3d o, '
- Tsnaion ctﬁ be redl{ced, not only by’ changing objecte 9xternal to the

syptam, but slso by manaUvaring parta of' the yotem. - "The need-dispo- ' .
" sition of tha nember of a aocial group, is, Prom & dlffarnnt vantaga o 6?
point, 1teelf a'system which has its oun set of oonditions of oquuib

.rium. w35 bartl of a given neeﬂ-di.spositi.on cen be changed so as to .
make it more oonpatibh ﬂ.th otl\or nand-dumi.tibm, thoroby legding }

to . m&u mtegrnted persoﬂauty éystem. A puaatbia conf‘u'cb could be

s T

!

tlimi.natod, for umph. lm subatttuung a nau"‘*bbject of mto::s:t fp:x e

4

. tho old objeé‘ that oaund conrneta i.n tha syotom.!f? . SR 1:-,
A Pmbnu 1-' nareful ndt to havc"the Mprauion thah nve:ybhing ~. L "' i

‘N
N .r-x
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‘eo. 37 But his emphasis, remaina cléarly on 1ntagration: "fha tendency ‘

sume, be to rastote thé aquilibrium y eliminating the aource ?f tﬁe

- °

~

X . . | . N
. . R

[
Ln a oystem, the equilibrium of which has béen diaturbod 111. ws a8~ o

diatumbanca. 3q T \' ) ' ,

Thls last quotation leads diractly 1nto the pattern-ma&ntananoa ‘

- _problem, since equllibrium might ‘be thought of as ar integratad, stﬂbla, .

r
dynanic puttern. Dn the personality +aval, the procese of pattern-main-

tenance is not analyzad in the same detall as ia tha 1ntegrative aapect.

Howevar, the followiﬁg postulatss ara given as the four conditions of \\ ‘ :

»

aquilibriumx g . ' 3 :,

‘

«

: 1. Tha Princigle of Inertia: A givan prucaea of actinn wlll con-
C tinue i unchanged in y rate .and direction unlasa impadad ‘or daflacted o
by opposing motivetional forces.: . ,
2. Ihe Principle of Action and Rgagtggg: 1f, in a system of ac~ *
. ‘tion,.therse is 8 changa in the diractgon of a process, it will tend
. to be balanced by. a complementary ghange which 18 aqual ;n mgt;ga-

Ce

_;o_n._l.._z...o ce and opposits i irection: SR
3. ]he Principle of Effort: Any change in_the rata of an action . " e

process -is diractly proportional to the magnitude of the motiva- L
tional  forcs epplied or withdrawn. . ° !

4, Ihg Principle of. !agam Integration: Any pattery element (modg .

of organization of compo nte) within a system of action will tend

to he gonfirmad in its p within the system or to be aliminated

from the system (extinguished) ss a function of its contribution. ;

to the intngrative balance of tha aysten. ' e S

-~

If we Znterprat ”opnoping motivatinnal forceo" as axtarnal factora to ",

1] .

the action procaas, th;ﬁ‘this idoa can ba sean as & conaaquancc of-a- -

connsrvutivn bias of looking Por pxplanabinns of changa in oxtornal.en-'

I

vironmontal faciors pnimarily, aa noted in Chaptar 1.

py

Panaons make. a aymmary etatumant er the manAuiﬂ

a mmtpmm -
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Parsons tios hia theory of pJEsonality, m;th ita godl of equl—

s

ubrium, to bﬁe socj.al system through }:ha conoept nf roles o
The role is that organized sector of an actor's oriantation which .
conatitutes and defines his “participation in an interactive pro-
, cess, It involves a set of complgmentary expectations concerning .
his own actions and thdss of othara with whom he interacts. . « o
Roles are 1nstitut10nal£zad wh%? they are fully congruous g;th the
- praevailing culture patbarna. o %
The abstraction ‘of .an actor's role !rom the totul syatom of his
pereonalif?‘ﬁik“"tt‘bu*aibiaﬁtu—analy:n—eha~a§ti¢ulation_nz_psxaon-
ality with the organization of social aystnmo.44

.

A role is an organlzed complex of motivational untte.‘? At the 10001

of peraonality. ‘sach’ rola aatablishaa atabln patterns. of noaa-diopusl-
€1one.%% ' 1t should be noted thet in cnntraat to hle theory in Ihe
trﬁctura of Social ucgion. the unit of tha soctal eyatnm is not the
‘psraonality or tha whole paraon, but is now aagmants of parsons culled
. rolea. These roles fopm the maohaniam by which. 1nd1v1duale rit’ 1nto
“I‘ti“In“thu—uocfat—sttuctﬂrav-—lhuc_Eansnna_clnnzl9 nuta the amphaais,‘

. on tha peraon'a fitting or not fitting 1nto e given ancial structura;

rathsr than on quaationing whpther the oooial ntruuturc flta what 1is

naodeﬂrrov tha whola psraon, ' ' .
Purzana doas not, hom-yor, mnk- tho niehako uf accumtng thnt
Py
pyopls fill roles parfectly, or of makinQ the. raquironunts or rolqg too

I3

:paciric. !ndand, ho sayt that a cnrtain xrange, or vartability uith&n

thu samn rolo muat b- tagardad au 1991t1matn.‘7 Not nniv 13 that- not
cumplatn m-gmxon of the pnrmauty J,nto,f.ﬂc eoom -yom. but '
- \

i I

poraonn' uttltudou\tovaﬁdl i;gdvnn inlo mdy o1r
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, Sq
o ¢ it Le thrqugh thaaa two mechaniam that the Hobbouan problm or order
is solved.?® . ~ | e

' i T Al , N -

\
o ‘

Tho position that Parsons took in 1937 vas d.(ff'u}?t Prom hla
later posit.ton in that it was 2 eocs.al action theory, The solnntiot ':’
using tha actibn frame of rafarancb as outu.nad by Parcom putu his

N _theorat.toal amphas.ts on mwwmuwn
sonj the concept pfa :o’lo that pagments‘ .t?- persoganty :I.a-not yet pre-
_sent, | L o ’

. ' Tha mecrranisma o;' tha actor'a funnbionlng, that io. !'.ha t:ontunt

Aot ’
Lo, . .y

“*

of tha peraonality, nra not developed in S r £ a of Soci Action,

J but Lnsof‘ar es tha emphaeia is on actiqn. theta 10 clea:ly a ﬂendenoy
1

tn axpect\zhangaa in tha auciuf. world. With uo much ukoll.hnod for ra-

- \

ptd changea, Paraona puta hia amphasis on thq queation of how anc.tai

- < ‘uystama.a_urvive. In em later thaory, mhi.le thc paesibiuty for chungc
© still a‘xists, it is not’ likaly to bﬂ\‘g\aan btcauso etﬁ mphuut on tho

contant appned to the action frame of raforonco mld cuncorn tho rnd-

% . & ‘\l * . ‘ . !

> o atuora.~ . o RN

T L Thl.t contant bugino -s.th the raguxati.on of the nud-dhpou-
* ' '

t&aqe so that an optimqlly me Qans!:on J.wo.l ia producod. P-raona

.

thenrou haa to .’mtngruta é&e yarloug mbd-dhposium .lnto u dngh

o ., T

ayotam.. Thu laok of Anbagratin would’ n&uab . buuu.ub up: tmipm

5 +

e
. 1‘)

Tho dinﬂpum or the';p;rhom'lxtx ayu

Ciot

L ‘~ oo tpm by tmn.tm “t’.n}qrmhuc;!;,ty’:dc-'
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bstwesn sheer “acting out" of tonsi.on in péraonaliud symbolid
form rather than system-goal-gretification form and, on the other
hand, motivated by anxiatg sheer inhibition ol’ what otharwise .
would be normal qotivity.90 o

e

For one individual thio mould b- pathology. . Fn: a whole’ nochty it

would ba chaos, should it occur in tuo many peopls, nnd S.t oouid rlnd

occur to mutuauy :aduce teneion to a 1« lavel in any rclutionaht.p.

.

The desira to maintain tenaion at a low leval rquirn paoplo to seek

consensua in hh-!.r personal and thcn' aoclal. lwn. " C '

Parsons oxp.laine the proana hy whl.oh an aquinbtim forms .i.n
oo n ¥

the perapnanty uyatnm through tho machanlsm of‘ patta:n-naintenanoo

A

and intagraupn. Threo of his four princi.pha of equtlibriun are vary

PO SAC e S

7 4 .
similer to Newton's thma hwa, ahd tho faoung ol’ the unity of nature

that atoms from Nwton‘a lama uan‘in over intd thll loc.tologichl pare~

digm ae woll. Thus ' pnroon ?ollow:mg ths P\radhian syatom would h.

- D

pudhpcsed to nxpaot an ovor-all unity of 511 oyahm and uould bu

cqunter-diapossd to f:l.nd&ng cnnfli.q,t. All changa tﬁat would bd fﬁund

|

nou:.d bo pattarned, J,wrul., and.n pa:t. ol’ thn oqul.ub:atod oyttu. .

‘Patecne®’ tnmy conta;m upac:.m mﬁinim o, -m.eh thn thtus

N v

B

quo J.u rsinfoi:uﬁ. - rm gdnpuvuumtbmﬁuvu mehanm of pdmmuuty
. Alikaly to” ‘f‘étga‘thu'\“ﬁ:n’uf inaum

\'
e

:tgo) qidufd "

i
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\ would prefer to maintein the ourrent status rather thap to teke the

chance of making its ai-tuat!,on lass gratifying. 'Furjhermore, the pat-
s J : o, ' ‘ Co
tern-meintenance mechaniem of personality (analogous to the superego)

-

- would oppose. any movement towsrd a change which would tranaforﬁn the
-perionality',e current sooial po?i't;m. Therefore, according to Parsons!
par*a‘ona:ttty“-tHanryrnati—dnlris*aaeomodatioq,tn_tbé,, neads_of the 9569:

. ;' S B . : .-
the typical pattern of interaction, but also the individual with the.

machenisme of personality that he postulates would be axpegtaq to op- o

i
]

pose any major change in society. Ever -without conal‘garir{g jtha role
conqh;udt, Parsons' later th'aory has & conservative B‘iao.. The adrfition

‘'of the ;olu 'gonatruct only ;i{.ﬁﬂgmes the b‘.t'aé. - )

Pvai'o\on‘;t“ tréoor_y of Wraomlity i ,'g significant Facter in th‘s‘_
conservative Bies of his social system theory, It s nét the socui:
system itself which 1§ st ths roat or. the pfdmw‘mﬁhrmw |
aaeumpt,ioria"qf.ﬁia th’cory.‘ The ohér\gqe‘ that’ lfaiéo':a\ma:eg in going

‘Txom a social action theory to tha‘atruct_dral-fbnctinnallat' vieuwpoint, ’

and ﬁ:ﬁa additions which he’-’mok'ec. to'Fuud"a thqqry; are both major fec- .
’ ch . ‘. - A ‘ 51 N

‘tors in creating u bias:of which’ Perscns himué}.i‘, seams to be unégwara.

i

R
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¥  THE OPTIMAL-TENSION WYPOTHESIS - . S

) . . .

L - In perioua chnthrs it has been shou shown that sm tension-ireduc~

v

tion hypothesis 1- u central poraonanty anu-puon of Paunna,o and IR

L

°.  that this assumption predispossa the theorist to a conservative bias,

It haa'alao bsen demonstratod that Parsons' otructural-runctional thoory

’ shows a coneervative bian in that 1t cmphaﬂ.z-a thﬁ conunuity of the
social system stc.l'died, making the thuouet oxpact thae tha aystam wu). -t ‘
be unlikely to ohunga in a fupdamantal way. In fact, the uddition of / -

the tansion-rnduetion hypotﬁeau qnd tha rolo construct to Parsons'

The nuxt stap Ic to chenge the pernonauty nnumption uithi.n ' L

8 utruntural-functional f'rmunrk and to see’ mthar am other nuump- ix -

. 1) L3
) 4 ’ M Ve B
.,

. tion would dvoid the- consurvnum» biaa., | To I‘.hat and the apts.mal-kin-t : C

N u:l.on hypathasts m.n ‘be 1ntroduood. Its .unpll.oa{:iom. nn be cxm{ud,. S .
ey o and than ite .tntnraceion wu.h thg rola comtruct nill. bo aﬁelytod. dn

: R tho next Qhaptar. the chmgn uﬂ.l, b,r app%ind to m;rtqnfn "n Farqdign "

for Functionul Analysh ln Swicl'agy.”z and tu th. analyua‘ a(’*m ,-x-. v

e HY Y
.&'\‘ .a«'

,<

iiq~,pgﬁhr1to cxmwo

¢

s
g,&

. ;«i:u

%?%ﬁ";

o
Tt Al MY



.+

as drive reduction theory) haé,}n'ihu leat’ twsnty years besn replaced_
‘as the bfhdominant’ﬁotivatioﬁal theory by4uha£ 0111 bo called the nﬁ-

timul-&anaion hypothusis. This hypothaols holda that sach psreon has’

ta 4

an optimal lavel of tbnainn that. he atrivaa to Gikntain and that .de-

—

viatign from thia.tensLOn level laada the pstson to,try to ruadJust
tha leval to the optmum.3 'If the tenaion is too groat, he would try
- to raduge the tenaion lavuI; thia uould ba akln to thc tonsion-roduc-.

& nu,

tlon hypothesis., But if the tanaion ‘level is lower than tho optimum,

he would try to 1ncr&ase it by saeking oxtornal stimulation.

The movamant in paychélogy from drivo toduotion o optimal tsn-

sion began 1nAthc'1ate 1940'8& The ma jor impetuo hae bunn to oxplain

the finding that animals wnd ﬁan bath nnggd%.in,uxploratory and play'

2 'hshavior for no apparent reason axcept that they seem to QhJquLt,
'This Pinding hae led reseerchers such es White and Fowler to suggest
N . w . . 'v ' ' : a * 4 ‘\

s . \

o > ot > ‘
aiun-producing drlveu luch aa hunga: or feer arl naticfiod.a it is a -

drivo whieh 1: 'nodaratu but para:ptont. 5 Hn-avor, the ﬁnrnulatiﬁn

. of &n uxplorntory driva ‘hes. not found favor nnong thoas. ressarchars:

g,

not al:eady committbd to tha -arlinr thuety of ﬂrtvl‘rnductlon.

. .
B s

nthar bhourizing haq nnvnd tuwarda an aptinl:atlon fornut.

"

,& nrlynh ba- sxpliaitly Fornulntpd hit thnnry 1n totni ot 'hn Opttual

1nrxux-nf nrouaal putanﬁtal, P Huulvibg tha duviaticnb‘fgbu ehl- op-

.\- L"' 7 nt;g::"?\
3%
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~ stage in a oloap-wahmlnai‘o“mihSWUWf tha organ&am*s—%aobuv?m e e

" wvation leval toward the optimal zone for the task at mand,1

- ' . r's

alizition 'is in the meciel rangé doeg the indjyidual experience ples~ . -

N » - P v ¢

sant aatﬁraction.

‘

PP

. Fiska and faddi have producod 8 conceptual f‘bamwork for explor-

atory bag;avinr and opt imal tension ,J;avel.'3 Thay atate their formula-'

tion ‘m terms of activation of ths organigms . an organism maintai.ns ite’ . .

activation level closa to its optimum, wvhich veries dopanding on its

hould be tonsion-increaeing. such as explorauon, while othar behavior
would be tnnaion-uduning, auch as aatlhg wh-nhungry.g_‘ Given a apaci—
tic tesk, thers i a lavel of acti&tim which ia naceaaary for maxi-
mally'of‘f‘ectlvo po:fornanoa.‘ Thl organiam tondo to modify' ;u;}ﬂ3 aeti- i .

1 auuming . K /
that this activation lovol is nnt Qreatly inconaiatent mlth ita ch&r- . .

uctniatic activatim ‘lavnl at thia point of its alaap-wakafulnna oy-—

.

:

:h,;g

615.12 In the ,abnncu nf~ spdcino tasks, tha behawvior of an oréatﬁsm | v
' S T directed toward the mplntenanca ‘of sctivation at the ohaxactoriatxc X ;
: .lavel.u When talk motivatinn is pruaant 8o 85 to raies the motl.vation Do ""\

,Aﬂerlu_o of.

level nbove the optinuu, completiun of the taok redu&as uctivauon.“,d SRR

Nagatlva affect is urdi.neruy axpiri.enud whcn tho activat.i'm lwal

diﬂ’uu mrkﬂdly frnm thé nnml lwol; posxuva uﬂ'not 1- ahaoci.atsd o R

with ahu‘t.. o uttvau.m towmad: the noml xnm.’? - ““;.4( " f ;

e o

D 'rhc nduction uf hoh.lwﬂ;ion i.n Fi-ko and muddi'u thﬂory :lt g "’j:f

Wt
' ‘

aqu:.vclunt tn ﬁﬂw «rhdﬁnt&dri., wa-b. accordinn to thé thaory,‘ ’ ,‘
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timel activation lovel;ﬁ' S .

. Fieka and Maddi's activat.ion theory is the pehonauty ESsuUMpe .

K >

tion mhich I propose. to uge to replac’e the tanslon-reduction hypothuia.
1 oall :I.t the optimal-tension- hypotheais to emphas ize how it dl.l’fau
frord the first theory . Tha tanaian-raduotlon hypothesu atatoa that a

= . .

paraon attempts to. a&tiaf‘y naads ao as to reduce toneion to as low o

. _._laevel_as possibla. J!ha_ optimal-tans. LanaymthnaLLinnlud’ag Jme_tan

3.,

sion-raduction hypnthasiﬁ, nlthough a, zaro tenaion hval 1r 1ncana!.u-

tent wvith it. Homever » tansion-raduction ia only part of the theoryo
R 4
The other emphasia is on tensi.on incrsala, when the level or act.i.vatlon

a~

is too low for the pereon'a optj_mum at.the W*stage of the qlaep-
\\ ) . Lo , B N . .

waksfulness cyclaL C . O )

4

i

" The raplaoemsnt of tha tona.lan-raduction hyputhea&e by tha ope - .

LI

timal—tansion hypothosu would hot see(m to bo S.néompatible mith etruc-

tural-funutionausm, and, in fact, mey actuany ba a4 moro apprnpruto
pa:eonan.ty aaaumption for tﬁ;tia mcthod, of’ aoo‘s.ological mlyui;.. wmn
Pareons and Marton uera fprmulat.'lng thai: nocl,olug:lcul theoriea, l"or
tha moat part befnre 1955. the px-odnmxnant poreonauty ucuaptian in
peychoJ.Ogy veg a tanoion-reduction hypotl'mu.toﬁ ‘,.Lauha‘mdo hii M\pqrw
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" and systems. The tanBLOn-:aduction hypotheais is in & sense alian.t@‘ o

.,
" '~

this syatam of‘ ccmoeptualization because 1t is always a forco in e

singia directlon, touward tension—raleaae rather then tomard the kind B

o ’ of homaustasi.s that \nould be eéxpected from Parsons' aocio.logica,l ror- . . N
mulationa. The optimal—tension hypothasﬁa, gince it upostulatea that R
the organism attempts to maintain a givsn. but chungmg, level of arou-
/gy., would ‘seem ta be cloa_er to tha ‘rest of Paraove' formulations. ‘rha

‘ + optimal-tension hypotheeis can be conceptualized as ‘s dynamic" aquin- &\%\ .

-« prium on the indig;duakg’level.&' T A SV

& . - "
- N I I
,

b ' Tha use of tha dp imal-tcneion hypothaaia has certuin ‘implice- .

L2

tions for a atructural-f‘unctional appraach. The cnnaentration in this
«

i thesie ‘will be on that part of the optimal—tension hypotheaia that is

L

different from tha tenaion—raduction hypothasia, gince the attemp&
v ~ redugtion of ‘tension to t.he desired tension lovel ie simuar to thse -

attempted raduotinﬁ of tanaion to zero. Howsvar, the \attsmpt to j,n—

K's

'\ srease tenaion to the qpti.mum 18 quite diﬁfsrent. The dl.ffnrence liel s
'/ .
in two afaesx the predictability of antione. and tho actiong.and be- | i

L havl.ora that would t_tnd to disrupt the social group, or ayotom. >‘ ) e "

.

v »

%tha tension-reductiun hyputheeia the 1nd1vidua1 ecting alona
mould alwaya be’ axpaoted tq@ry tuath?y hiin neado; both prm:y

@ - “ (hungar, thiret) andJaecondary l.cprnad), su that tho tam:.on lavnl '

Ak
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(différnnt.' Prediction or individua1~béhavior in a social axtuation,
aasuming that the social aituation was well analyzad, 1;knut p:oblaméﬂﬂi B
atic--if the aituation has been ralatively stable, the axpactation would \

be that any individual action would in some may qttempt to_reguce overall S

tenaion lovels. Only when the extarnal anvinonment changed woord any

problem agisp, and even then only until a new low optimal tension. level .

.

waa achiavad. tihile a given paraoﬁ's actuqi behavior would not be com-
plataly pradlctable, hia bahavior inag 'up bould not be expected to

doviate greatiyofrom what wae predictad b a‘reaearchar accapting the

-

tansion-rsduction hypnthasia because the overall balance woulid be ex-
pected to be maintained.:‘Thia would leadttho tasearchar not to-axamina
. other possibilities for the future béﬁavioi of group,hembérs. Clearly, - -

if people are expected to act alwAya in a certain way, barring axternal

-

changas, thers is no reason for a ressarcher to lcok into othar possi-

bilities unless axte:nal changes can be foreaeen. Sinca'many external

‘

changea are complately unpradictahla, little proJaction of future pos- . -

sihilitiea would taka place, excapt thoae implying a nontinuity of the
atatue quu. ' L S T “\‘y

N, . . \

In the cass ‘of the uptimnl—tanaion hypothalis the modal of L —

. ‘ ‘ .n

»

stability can no longer be aaaumad to hold. In . any. ralatively stnblo CL -

gtaup thare may ba a\discrspancy bntwsnn an individual'a currant tonaiun

t

lnval aud his charaotah%stin aptimal<benaiqn 1ov¢1 for: hio ‘point én’ th-

M
"{\u

.

"'*,-rh,

laapnwakafutﬁéaa,nyéle;f'

‘~$hd qroup lovul of t-naién pr
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. may set a sufficiently high tension level for the individual in spite

of the overall low tension iavel of the group. Alﬁerﬁgtively, tasgk 0
allocation mitbin the group may take into consideration differing ten-

-

(sion requirements, In other situstions, group pressures may exarﬁ a
conégkmlng‘inrluénce on the members. It doss not soam possible to bre-
‘ ' digt when these ﬁephaniéﬁa-;ould ;péraha sucéaééful{y, or when the in-
. ;dividual:a'heed'For'a higher level of tension would iméel him to create
" more atimulq&lnﬁ. ;Tha éoqioibgiat u?ing the ténsion-reduction Hypo-‘ ‘
thasié wnuld'calllg peraén who craatég a group diaturﬁanca a deviant
,anq would nofe be abla;&gLexplgiQ;h§aIaétiod, e?feﬁt miéh reference . to,
other groups toiwhich he beioﬁge.~ The pptimal-tensioﬁ hypothesis would
- offér anbéher boasible‘explanatinn:' that tha ihdividual naaded more
atimulation and crsated it by diarupting the group. ' ' o .
Tha predictions of the two different groups or aociologista, | . o
ono éaing the tansion-reduotion hypothesie, the other the optimal-tan- .
elon hypothahia, would alao be quite different. The firat group of ' I,
Joaiologists would expact no d&cruptiona unlsas external conditiona
change. or unleaa there are structural straina that-mmka membership -
in the g&van group ;nd another group 1ncompatibla. Sociologiate using -
tha optimal-tanaion hypnthaale would, of couraa, predict group diarupu )
';* "‘“‘ tion bacauaa ar ‘}ruohu:al changee or atrain.' But, dn bhe ubaence of K S : .
ra,ﬂ “ vtefble ct:uctural straine, oquiiibrlum would not nacasaarily be oxpnct- .

(‘“; \,4" ud to-cuﬂtinua paauarully.- At any t£Ma, a group mambar _ggng find lt

., . o et

nucesadﬁv &a criat

] maxu ah&mulation by sone a¢:t af. aotiva manipula-
,4n(aéﬁn ﬁasaa doing thinga incumpatihlq w:th

). P !,’.‘\

: (‘gv;,sxm:j‘ sant. h;n it such
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- diaruption would be an axe‘cted event. ) . .

D LN - . . o
N

V ! L

- 3

Unca it 13 expactad ‘that diaruption of a group might occur be-

i

- caussg of 1ntarna1 circumscancea, the whole picture of the social 8y8= .
fem changes. Because of internal rather than external reasons;. an in-
dividual or individuals may'disrupt a.group. The group may ba able to ¢

contain the disruptian, 80. that its efFacts would be felt only mini—

mally if at- all outside tha group. But if‘ the group cannot contain it,

ﬁhe disorder would éf?act other individuals amd groups. Thare would
mﬁst likely be an attempt to contain the outburat (eeQe, by institu- .
ions such' as the police) so that it did not spreed. 1If ;t.could not

be contained, major institutiona of the aociety éould be toppled--as
. . . 7z .

| ' . the result of purely internal causss, ° " .

In.eny stabla group, the,theorist-uéing the optimal-ta ion : )

«' , ihypotheais would expect that at any pnint internal diaruptions may be
}

too great to be contained wlthin the group and may sxtend: intn ths 80~

a

clety. This means that in any. analysia the thaoriat ‘would be predis-
E g to taka into accobnt hou a diaruption in the group of lntarsat . -

co gould start and hou Lt cogld reverberatn throughout the rost of the

.sociaty, as well-as tha mechanisms by which thaudiaruption could ba

-

coLtained or nat, This pt‘.iapoaittan ta axpeci disruptkon, as was 5

. the case with the cnnaorvativn biae in the tlnaton—rnduction hypothesic,
. %
' is not an inavitabln implioatinn from thn hypothsaln. Hnusunr, it is

R "tha umphaaio that 1n inportant. Tho Optinalntanaion hypnthnlts opanu

~

Ca v'Athe poasibility of 1nternal dlsnuption in an apparently stablu societyc . K

Dna exugpla of an ar-a in uhich this enalysie uuuld waks &

s

lif;%f':'.-; \diffarennc in rasoarch Lu in thp cxamindttop of :tﬁblu,iub-cuxturos 1n .
iy | ,Amqrtﬁafua tﬂn amiah and th- Mbnuaniean. wv1~'

LTy XA 0
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y f“ ?’*L
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are usually examined with reference to the larger soclety as an example

of ‘a conflict of two cultures, If is either presumed or found that Ehg

.

sub-culture 18'rala£ively stable, all change being caused by the in-

flusnce ofigthe axtérnélvculture and diaaatisﬁied beople iaavlnb the

.o .
/ 3 y *

. 8ub-cultura. for the main ana.f7 The optimél-tenaian.hypotheala might

lead a rasearcher to axpact that these sub~cultures, like every other
'\

aociety, might be disrupted from their oun intarnal procassea. _Thus

he might study the group with reference to its possible disrupbion,
. D

b
rather than as & stable anclava.1e; Again, if the aub-oulturo breaks

apert, it would be expected that this may have fa:-raachlng sffects

on the larger society, and this, too. can be feseanohed.

~ >

The role construct is-central to structural-functional analy=-
1. L I ) '

ate.? In the second chapter it was demonstrated that 4t produces a

. cdnsarvatiye bias in‘hnd of itself. The of fects ‘of the apiimafitsnsiﬁn

hypoiheaiu on the role construct must'nom‘ba conaidircd.

) Tho concept :of role is not aliminated by the optiaal-ﬁonaion

hypoth--i:. ‘A person can atill be conc;\tﬁalizcd as bclng o membar of

many groups, and es choosing the groups whléh datiafy hio basic noodt

With the optinal-tonaion hypothesis, s peroon can be poncuivod of £ Y

chooaing to be a member of those grnupa which habltutl%yféi.ltl tﬁ;lﬂ#'
t or -tlnul-t&nn that sllows him to naintatn his optinnl untlvt-

tion 1nvp1. In ract. tho role-explains why pooplu.fit into thelr groups

fairly well, sven though thaﬁpess;bilzty of group di:ruptlon -qgéi 0

Uialye S )
4

" . However,. thd fit uannot bn.porf-ct. E:pupa do chenge .- )topl.

.’Jotn jué‘loavo them, rurthng, 8. ggoup uunbn:': .otgg.t‘gn 1ovdl ai ‘ ‘i;‘;'ax’

?.




specific meating with a group nead not elways be the sams. Since the

A

Ef avtivation level is influenced not only byfthé s}oép-makefulneas cycls,
, LIEY 3 .

but elso by experiences that have preceded the spacific time, a person

: who had peen expoaad to monotonous or restricted stimulation just prior

[ - - ’ .
to mseting the group would %hen have a naed for increased stimulation.zu v

‘ His.choices at this point moulﬂ-be varied. Ho oould break his habit
£ ' ¢ - .
and stay away from the group.’ But he'may not want to if either hls} .

?- . commitment is high or thé group sanctions againat missing & meeting ) ‘,'

are aevera.“ So, should he ‘attend the moating, there is @ posszbility

H

e

of his diarupting it in order to raise the. level of ‘environmental sti-

’

2 ‘ milation.
' . ", | - , It can be seen in the abovg argumanflthaq iolo, ohao combined - C
| with the optimai tansion hypotheéis,'otill~is a conservativo influenco.

1t doaa suggsst to the researcher that insofer as the individual has

jf. chaice, 1t 4s Far loss likaly that ha will diorupt a group. Houwevar,

the optimal-tension hypothesis has a;;eqdy led to the aeaumption that” o,

'v
it
ks

disruption of a gfoup is a distinct possiﬁility,' Combin;ng tha roquonm..

*
&=

:‘ﬁ,

‘t
o

5

t

conatruot with tha optimal—tenaion hypothesls Seama to hava some powsx

to explain apparent social stabllity. Uary email disruptiona of groups

1n a stable soolety are quite common. Thoae kinds of amal§‘diaruptions

ere 1mmadiately rapaired aithar by group sanctiona or by being iqnorad. “ 'g
. Such acts 28 a pe:son‘a telling an.off-color Joka 1n 8 mixaed sami-formal .
group, or ona 1nd£v1dual'a hackling a spuakar are oommon but cause o
:.ttle dama;c boyond s slight immadiats anxiaty.m-

Moro extrsmo diaruptions are muoh rarar. MDat arg attributable

to intar-group strain, po inoompatibtg rofar-ncn~groups. and-the liké. o
Tho optimol-tonalon.hypothaolo prddlcta th&t theps 1& atill o, rosiduo -
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that cannot be axplainad in thie way; for example, one aource of this
‘raaidue can be changes ir individual needs for stimylation, Tha Opti- -

-

,-mal-tenaion’hypothoaie predicts that disruptions ahould.ﬁappen, but the ,

role construct would lead the researcher to expect them. to happeh rarsly.

b ! )

. IS , v ’ . ,

]‘ The reason that very amall disruptions ‘would happen much more often. is ..

that the person mauld'ordinarily require only slightly more stimulation
| than ngrmal mhan he goas to the group. o .
T - Tha combination of the optimal—tenaion hypothasis and the role |
. construct wnuld seam to be most appropriate for etructural functional 2
. énalysis. By ita nature s exprasaed in Marton'a paradigm, as well as '

by other thaoriate, atructural-?unctional analysis seems to be inclined .
( .

: P
’ to examining groupa and aociatigs which are functioning tu some axtent. ,

-
-

' In fact. the very act OF Facusing on a group or aociety 1mplias that

-.
e
‘\

the researcher thihks that 1t has aomé kind of structrna. A possible - ’ .

3T

é:!y"‘ e

_problem in Parsons 13 that the rasearcher mill assums that the struc-

¥
144 \

%,

ture 13 1mmutabla and mill not look;ahead to a time when the system '

-

R Y

he 19 axamlnlng might;caaae to-exist, The optimal-tonsion hypothesls

makaa it qpparant thet the concinupd survival . oF the ayatam is & ques- K o

tion that alwaye,shuuld be exam;ged., e f .




‘ , .7 . CHAPTER V - .
: (' EXAWPLES OF APPLICATION |
i - ’ . 8 o ;
The aduant&ges of the: optim 1-tension hypothesis JVer the ten-

) aion-reduction hypothesis were exapined in the last chapta? ‘Tha op= ,1

timal—tension hypotheeie lgadn to raaearchor to expect that disruptlon

AIRTERN '
N

may occur in a relatively stable group from 1nternal prooeasaa,alona. 4

Thié has two affectsx he will have an additional source for tme axpla-

¥

nation‘af disruption, and he mill, at timaa, enticipats disruption of

<

a.grbup o: eooiety, aven when .thers are no apparent internal strains.
. N , ' . \ . ‘

- | - " This chapter will atteémpt to show how using the optimal-tension ’
| 'hygbthaaib changes st;uctural-fuqctiénai sociology.,” First the changes:
’ fhat éan be made in'Merton'a "A Paradigm, for %uhctional'Apaiys§s in
- . ' Sociology“ will be .axamined, Then the Qaradigm will be uaéd to analyze
" an example of an ampirical study from a functlonalist parapectivo.

o " The differences that change in the peychological ;uumption, might +
’\ c ' Mhava mads FPor, the form and conclusions of the eﬁudy' \v‘i‘.n be aml&zad;
,‘;' ,’wﬁ | mgrtnn's paradigm will be examinad since itkls tha bust codi-« ; i‘.
- fication pf functional analysia that haa yat appearoda (Bacuuee it 1a ,
sufficiently nompleta, it will ba poaaibla to show tho ohanges that L
j;\"'i'*f S thﬁ adoption of an optimal-tansian~pe:aonallty hypochsaiu mnuld ra~ %v:’7ﬁ

f "115 f quira in the paradlgm. In tha Qxamination of tha pn:adlgm, uﬂly thonu frgbﬁﬁ

—1fﬁéuf tha analyeia or tha

praviouo uhaptera i

ooy T
.‘5". % ,J”
R,

PO T RN A
N . . T, -

-
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: ‘" SM!ELEEE& ;.gg.cgse..s. Lﬂsssmms.‘

apbe
: ":"fuﬁ n{:urvad cmsgquehoa ubich lasaen tb

'poaad as a poatulate'with auppogt.id psychology.

goa‘gtg!g contributions of a aociological item to the ancial or oul«-,-,

i thbso conf‘ua.tona.
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s

The mnalysis of each. of the three aectiona will bagin with a ' o
restatement of that section, Pollo;;d by ;n a;pla;ation_of the ressons ‘;
for the chapéa;.1 “0 ' _— R B T/

- : SRR o

. Revisions to “"A Paradigm for Functional Analzeis in Sociolo

¢ ] . {

* ‘ t

2, Concegts of subjecbive disgositione (motives, gurgose g) -
) Any agggological analysis muet make explicit- its personality

assumptions if it is not to bias its joonclusions with logic that' is
implicit in the gnaly31s. All enalyses may teflect individual motives
at some point; therefore all analyses should make these -explicit so
that the reader is able to judge what effe¢t, if any, these assump-
tions had on the results of the analysis.

A conception of indiwldual motivation which seems.to have some
empirioal support in psychology is the optimal-tension hypothesis, ag .
outlined above, and this hypotheaig,may be explicifly formulated as -
a postulate. Should another conception of individual motivation re- - . . .
caive empirical support in the future, it could be used in place of .
the .optimal-tension hypothesis, #f made explicit. :

These concepts of sub active dlspoeition should be kept dis- -
tinct Prom the related, but different, concepts 'of objective conse~ ‘
quences of attitude, belief, and bshavior. '

Exc QUERY: In which types of asnalysis is it sufficient to
- take observed motivetions ams data, as given, and’'in which are they - .
proparly considered as Eroblématical, ag derivable from other data?

b 1

The changs in thia section stems from the need to make explicit

one's parsonalipy haaumptiona. ,Tha optimalyteneion Hypothasis is pro-
) o~ . N ' )

'

e

3. C cagta of objective conaaggencea ( Puncti dgsfunétibnaljl )
“Two pravaillng types of confusion nnveloping the sever our-

rent concaptions of "Punction® . ars: . r\\l o
{1) The tendency to ‘chAfine. aocioIGQLca obqeruationa tothe -

. tural’ sfatum 1nvwhich 4t 18 implicated;. and - .
.7 (2) The_tendenty to confuse tha’ uubJeeuve qatogory ar m T
with’ the objective patagory of funstion. « . : _
ﬂpprcpriata cdnceptual diutiﬂcuono sre ,raquirod to oliminatao

! :the; firet ;;xvoblam cana fop v cmnapt ar M_gl_g,‘

‘odven” ayatemf and ),
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s L]
consequencas, uhich are simply irrelevant to the ‘system under consi-
deration,

. «In any given lnetance, an item may have beth functionel and *

\ dyefunctionel consequences,. giving rise to the difficult and impor-
tant problem of svolving canons for essessing the net balance of the ~
apgregate bf consequences, (This is,.of coyrse, most important in ths -
uss of ;unctionel analyeis for guidin the fermation and enactment of
policy.

"The second problem (arieing from the easy corifusion of mot¥ves

. end funétions) requires us to introduce a conceptual distinction bee

- twaen the ‘cases in which the subjective eim-in-visw coincidae with the
' - * obJjective consequences~--manifest conssquences-~and the casss in mhich
they diverge--latent congsguences.
There is thus & six part typology of manifeet -and 19tent V8,
functions, dysfunctions, and nonsunctiona:

r

manifest functions " latent functions
manifest dysfunctions latent dysfunctions
manifeat nonfunctions letent\nonrunctiohe

BASIC QUERY: What are the effects of the trensformation of
a previouely 1dtent Punction into a manifest Punction (invnlving the
problem of the rols of knowledge in human’ bshavior and the prnbleme

" of “menlpulation” of humen behavior)?

Co . . The change in this aactien mekes exg}ictt the implied ideas
of manifest dyafunctions and nonfunctions. It seems poaeib}e that
~ thers would'Pe cases of group membere cnnsciouely<attempting to de-
etrey the groups of wh&ch they ors ‘& part (manifeet dyefunctione), els
'theugh tneee weu&g,probably be rare cases, Iteeeame-beet to make clgar
that manifeat dysfunctions -are empirically _possible and to judge, et
the eonolueion of anelyele, whether there -uere any cases sﬁ\them. The

‘ L i
- optlmal-tenaion hypotheaie weuld imply that sueh cogés eould oceur. end

the ehangee in the pux-edtqm ettampt. ;e make this e

' _mp__g at t gﬁ nglam thr h m fmcggung m}.{ﬂlgg ,
R Punctional annly&ie "&n sociology,. as in other ﬁfgblplinee eueh
oL a8 phyaiolegy and: peydheluqy, tells for . "c’dﬂcrete snd dgteiled" ac-
Lo count ot the! aechengm which’ upexet;e to. porform o desigrated functions
o S ke :9!::: o necheniema'ﬂtaehv.ned £n uﬁl the eocial sciences, but
Soasl L0y e ;oeiolqgisu ‘mkrmmz; the ‘80048l mechanisms (0,94 Tolew .-
el e zmntﬂtim. Iaepletgth nf ;m tut&enel demﬂnaa, hisrarchic ordertnq Lo
. o of ‘vajuasy suciel. dIVIGLoN: of fabbr, ritual snd ceremoniel enentmente,
e e Y e m{t ‘try do dake kiw List rof ‘Souis).mechanisms ee oompleta’
Sl el eel poapibl e, umswit gwm the‘ipunubj;nty thst our 1ist ix in-

.,}‘

L SRARAY Re e At Mplmmry tq mry othar, R
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we muatuylao consider the mecnaniams found by the other diaclplinuu
in our sociological functional explahations.

' BASIC QUERY: UWhat is the presapily available i antory of s0- :
o cial mechanisms corresponding, say, to the .large inventoxnly of psycho- .

4 logical mechenisms? What mathodological problems are snfailed in dig- .
' catning tha operation of thase social mechanisme? 1 .

af'The changes made here are an attempt to emove the artificlal
distinctions that Merton makes batwean socialogy and the other social v

l
v

sciance dieciplinag, In many ceses machanisma found by other diacl-

-

<

s ) . plinaa may explain or partially explain the Fulfilling of aocial func- ’
3 _\J \
ey ‘tions. Other disciplines wlth-posaibla aourcea of functiona are poy-

cholugy, political scisence, ec%nomice, atc. Conaideraeion of mechanisms,

Found by othd:'diaciplinea does not imply, of coursa, that for any given’

problem there will be suitabla mechanisms found in another diaciplinn.3 ‘

s

A Repsarch Examplé

‘
3

@
VIR

Aq_gﬁpi#ical example will be exanined to shod soms of the ad-

ventages of assuming thadaptimal-tbﬁafon~hypoghéaia rdthér then tha;

tanaion-raductioh hypothss@s. Firat the resgarch will ba axaminad ih
terms of mgrton 8 paradigm tu ahow that it cah{ in fact. ba viawbd a8
s study rom a functlonaliut perapectivo. Than 1¢ will bo:analyzdﬂy?'

. Leo,

o with fof anca to-fhe paychulogical assumptions. No attémpt will, ba f"' :

uada to 1nnluda rafarencao to matarial not baarinq~nn the personality
. o .. od ; ,
us-umptions or tha&r affecqs. .Whethar oﬁhar.critioisms can bu magp , R

"

,,f' PRI or th- study. nnd uhothsr the rdeaaroh na‘lt etande 1: a uigniriohnt e
.o L » ’ g , X L '
I R l;gtfibutian to aoniolagy. aps nat cbuched on An the analy.ts.' '”

. 15‘ b

oy ceny . L The, x-aurch »aet!.cle chunn .lu' '!Pateorna off nx-umm Furwh&on

L - .' -‘
. . . . "‘ L

e au:huugh tha authuza ﬁu uot axplmuzy bau' t ‘L: ceuarch m strucn




thral-functiongl thaor)‘Li and thsir vocabulary differs somewhat from
that in Merton'a paradigm, the study can be clasalfiad as taking a
functionalist perapectlve because it Pulf;lls»Marton's conditions for

‘functional .analysfis, ‘This miii be seen halow ﬂhen.éhe study.is anal~

e}

~

yzed using the sections of Merton's paradigm, ' This enalysis necessi-

tates a certain amount of change 1p vocabulery, which'uill be pointed

H

“.out in each cesa, but Eﬁe vocabulary 1s riot distortaq'in the changes,

nor are thé aqtﬁora' amphaseelchanged.5

~

"

The main p;rposes of the resaarch seamﬁlo‘ba,Four-fold: (1)

to argub'against the théoty that the pradOminant péttern of - sex-pnion

formation in Barbadua goes from visiting to commonlaw to marriage;

[y

(2) to elucidste the actual patterna nf aex-union Formation in some
detail; (3) to comparp the bétterna over threa age cohorts; end (4)
to cumpara their Findings with detn gathsred in Jamaica fiftaen years

befora.. The artinle enda mith a fau 1mp11cationa for fartility pat-

N ¥

- v .
terns, which the aubhqrg say wlll'be axaminaed eleawhere in detail.

; ] .
The first task is to examina.thie research with reference to

mnréon's paradigé. Under aach of bhe aectiong’of the paradigm. axam-‘
/’ .

'plah from the Article, if any., will . be iiatad. Whare many examples

‘are bartinant, only évfam of the more prqminent_mil;‘be listed.

» e -~
. . , [

| 1.\ The ngmga[ g.__ ghigg Mmm I s "'_

- ‘. 4 As oan ba :ean f’x«om tha muin pux‘posea af' tha resanrch, puthama

\* LY

“of sax-aunlon rormabion arn oantral tn “l-.ha ﬁtudy. Tha thort di.ecuu
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1
distinguished for each of gpa pattnera.7 Social roles ere among Mer%'

L

’

ton'o list of examplea of etandardized 1tems.8

The final conclusion lists threa spacific patterns Fqund:

spond a long period of time in the vlsiting state durieg their re ro—i
\

ductive 11?9; and (3) there are substantial tima lapsaa betwaen nions.

1 ' . ‘ .
fertility, which will be examined elsamhere.? The discovary of the \
/ : .

covary of the effects of the patterné on fdttillty.o°81nca Pertility

"the Punction’ or dysfund%ion of the disoovered aex-union patterns for

ehe dacrease,in the pattern of birthe, 1 i ' \-
. ) \ ‘ - . \ll

2., oncegts of aubjective diegositiogs (motivaa, gurgosgs) \ ' o

* ‘ Although never atatad explicitly, the peraonality aeeumptién :

used by the resaarcha}s is the tansion-raduction hypotheeis, Tha lar=~

ticle is concerned sneaifically with data gatharod from woman, ainc§

tha pereunality aaéumptlon 1mp1icit in thsir diacuasiqn of women'a

°
¢

'behavior. , ﬂ Lo fﬁ'-. E SR

v ’

Tha 1nd£vidual moeivation ing/;ued in tha tanainn-radunh;un

{tonaion laval to ::ra (n:‘te aa low a leual as poasxhla). ln order.tu

Y

‘7;,-¥}5 ﬂcmonceracc that thﬂ uuthurs uﬁu %he tensinn-:sducbiun hypotheais,

10 neces-nty to‘ihQﬂ.%hat (1
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referred to in the article; (2) tﬁe\raferenca to them in the case of
- .

' uomen is always in taqmp of the attempt to~satisfy them; and (3) no . -
) ! * ’ 1

mantion is made that wonan ever act so as to daliberately not satisfy
them.‘ If, all three conditione a:?'met. they can ba taken as Lndioa-

tive that the_ suthors assume the tension-reduction hypothaaie.

*

Women's 1nﬂividual aubJective diapositions that are referred . -A

. [

to in the artimla are prestige, self-sstéem, aecurity, and saxugratifi~

cation.12 Security is the most central bacauaa it is nemed as tha main

‘reason for the eeaking of martiage,- with prestige and aelF-aateem as

subsidiary rgaaons.13 Since the individual vo;untarily anters xnto

marriaga, the reassons for entering into it cen be sagen as subjective '//\ :
1 . % d . . , " ) !—‘

» » 0

dispositions (motivee). . : 4 . T

References aré made twice, in-the introduction end in tha con-

°
~

clusion, Eo marriage'as a*major goai of momen.1a‘ Other réfcrencas'yo
marriage call it the most stable kind of union; and other kinds of .
<

‘Union are: rafarrad to as lesa stable than marriaga.15 The.only reasons oo

| givsp in the articla that lead une to exﬁhat that marriagq would be.

anterad into end would be stable ere (1) the women'a subjadtive dis- Lot
’ pdaitiona, espeoﬂLlly the motivé of sacurity; and’ (2) the 1neurance or

the legal rigpto of the apouﬁe and children 1n proparty hransmiaeion.16

'Tho uouvo of ucur.ttx oxplaim tha womun wanting o, J.nsure m‘nparty‘ : ,

) * '

trandntuoton for thomaolval and thcix childrnn. Sacurity 13 tha only . o
| motive nffnrod to explain en- wi.h for. narsiage and. wlth zg, t&. PR
. .uuumo of propurty tunminm; ond M: un&u ('.o oxplain l;ha appow&t

o 4,

atubllity of mrrhob.

,u

Tﬁornfotq‘tt auuns ruh&uﬂubxa to conoludﬂ ihat
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L4 remain in’ it, 'tharaby' making the marriage 'atata.mora stable than the:

'oth’e; forms of sex-union., That no mcre sscure situation for a woman .

u

.

N ' , . ' \
than marriage is mgnt'ionlg implies that it is the most secure situatioh

_possible in that culture. 1In addition, thera is no mentidn made tha!_;'
k] wﬁ -

uomen ever seek to reduce tha security of thalr marriags union.

‘The thraa cond:ltions for demonatrating the teneion-raduotion

¥

‘hypothaais have been mets that aubJactive di.spositions are preaont.
tﬁat women consistently séek to aatiafy %‘nem,, and that thay naver aot

so 8s to deliberately not aati’hf‘y them,. Thersfore 11; Ts raa:mnablo

to conclude that the authors aaaume that 1nd1vidual mot’ivatlon is ox-
% ‘|

plained by the’ tansipn-reduction hypothaeis. "

~
. ' f
[ ]

3. onceg of abjactive conseguencds (Funotions, dzsf‘unctloge)

Many objectiva conaaquences of items are mentionad. . Sinco’tho

°

vocabulary of thawarticle s diffarant, howevar, from'l‘ﬂerton'e para-
digm, thé original statement will Se listed and then it will be put

“into. tha vg;:abulary of the paradigm. ; oL o .

e~ ' 2 i

The sex-unjion patterna are contral to the article. and many é"‘
] v
‘;»of thair donsequences ara cuggastad. ‘For cxample, "':lt is anly undcr :

thn uonditinn of marriaga that thu proplrty rights of thl cunjugul

partnnr wnd children can be lngally 1nsurad. ,W

-

Thh statmont hpuu f
that ono oonnqu-nco cf mugo h tho tunahr or propcrty rightu
%huug?r llgal prooouu. Thia 1: oquivalcnt to quyiﬁg that a fmnuon
(un&fut ,m.- ht-nt) nl' u:riagq is tho inwruncu of propnty Mghtt

thraugh hgal procnu-. ; SRR " oL
' “' B The -tutmnt, "y u ala ppnibh that cdunonlau un!.m m

© A

-



‘a commonlaw relation, but creates povsrty bscauss of the pressnce of

the di;solution of the commonlaw ralatlon.19 'thc. it was stated that

| ‘ttonshiss, that s, the indlvidml sen ‘and women,
L The th;rd qxanplo -tqtcl ni@‘gh. bttth ﬁf n ah&ld wakes- thl o ,
pmmra- unum anbumxy wars uko;y ‘to bmk e The'uptt: mb~ B
mmt by the. rumtmi i. b7 ‘cmm t-uuow unn, uoc- u -
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~qaaily be tranalated 1nto the terminology of the paradigm ast a pos-

sible fu1?tion. buth manifeat (1ntantional) and latent (unlntontlanal),
of commonlaw unlona is a.compromisa betwsen the sexes.
A result of the commonlaw union can be interpreted as a latent

dysfunction, The birth of a child cements the visiting paitner; into

" more mouths to feed. The finandia} straing can lead to frictions end -

fha birth of a child cémonta ths commonlaw union, its diccoldtlon is
a consequsnce, and apperently en unintended on.,ion ;ho part of the
parénere. The tiirth of a child along uith economic deprivation can ;

be said to have the evantual latent dysfunctlon of making tho comuonlpu

unigipmore likaly to dinnolvn. ’ -

No examples of manifest dyafunctign appsar in the}artiplb.

’

4. Concepts of the__& 2Gbeerved by the functién - c - ;

The axamplas from eection 3 will be used hero in the totmino;- .

ogy or the paradigm.
In tho rirst exumpln, marrieqo has & menifest function of in-

aurlng property rights. The unit subservod,by the rqnction.lu the

family’(aftor 8 spouss dies or. i{n sﬁho othur bﬁy.lbavcs the narriigc);

'
¢ .

In the second nxumpls conmunla- haa the possible nnnifeet and

vlct-nt runction of being & couproniuo botwucn the dux-a. Thc unito

nubn-rvud‘by thc runctlon ore thu pmttsntpantn in- thu-- qounnnlau rola- ,

v '




.snactmants (prison snd tarminatlon of aupport)

a . ) 53 . .~ , ~

more likely to break up efter tha birth of q child..

N
t

5, Goncapts of funct ionel reguirementa (naede, grereguisiteg) l T
' Nn specific items are listed d‘iectly as Runctional require-

P -
i

1 . , ' . "'n ’ e
‘menta in the article % &

‘ : . 5

3

6.- Concepts of the machanisms through which functibns are fulfilled

Tfansm}asion of property is fulfilled through marriage and legal
anqctmenta‘zo

Sanctions for rola fulfillment in marrisge. ere creatad by legal
21

4 .
:

7, Copcepts of func ional lteggagggas (fugg;iona; ggu;valante or, gggp

atitutes

o
, Functional alternativas for.the fulfillncnt.of sexual d-siraa

are all three of the aex;unidn'patt-:nis visiting, commonlaw, end

mi:riagé.zz | <i~\

;

. Functional alternatives for thl raioinn of childrasn ere the

23

oonnnnlau and tho marriage ralntlon.. Howsver, bncaua-.narriagn 1:

pronunad to be stable-and it is stated that children bring rinancial

.xxvirtually p:acludea tho gonn&bllxty af oazly aarr&aqe among luwnr elaag :

atraiu and thoroforo inntubility to the commonlaw ralgtinn, ‘they are .
not |qu1va;ont in the sense of being preaumed to be 'gstable situationa
forythn'ralaing of children, =~ . o , '

° ‘ . ' ! B

Mofwm&mww) S

XA

The povarty of tho people is tho main concept of atructural

‘conotraint that 13 atatgds For exanpln, “the precarious natu:e of

rNBMPloymant-eduplad uith lou nurning po-ar uf pnorly oducated nalda




". by an analysis of age cohorts.

z o raplacement uf thaé Jbsbmptinn by the opgimpl~bension hypothaala., ;,

-

54 - . ¢
ﬁégroee in'Barbadiéh aocietyf“z4 . ) ‘ ' | T

-

9. Concepts of dinamics and change

3

The authors make)a comparison with‘a,étudy of tha'sama kind

‘done in Jemaica 15 years previously.25 Ra}erence is also made to the

/

’ social changaa in Bafbados in the laat 20 yaara, and an indirect attempt

.18 made to exemine the affect of thaea changes on ggx-upion formation,,

L

26 SR,

10. Pfobiémsﬂgt véiIE;t£65 giﬁfuﬁctiéﬁél snalysis
The suthors do a comparative analysis with the 15 year old
Jamaican data and their data on Barﬁados.‘ The, patterns of sex-union

formgtion are found to be aim{lar.27

11. Problems of the 16§ologica1-im211catﬂona,gg functional analysia

These problems ere not diacudéod in the article.

fro* the abqu.anafisis, it ie clear that the article's approsch

takes @ fun?‘uonali’at parepective es defined by the peradigm, Uhile

~twu of the aeotions of the paradigm were not found te have referenta

in the article (sectiona 5 and 11), the sbatemante in ths article were

" translated aatily 1nto the terminology of tha other nine sections oP

the paradigm, and this did not sntail\\ny thange in tha articra'a am-

- phesess : . . S . , "

~ The next atep is an anaIyaLs af tha article qentarlng araund the

b
P

,z‘tansion-reductlon hypothaaia. and an axaminatiun of thg~effacte o? the ,'

».L-,J

~

dub ioh &yputﬂegie Lo viaible 1n

Dnu dffeqt bf thn tqnaioﬂé




assuming the tension-reduction hypaothesis predisposes’ the ressarcher

of unibn sither mithin or batwaen partnerships.“

'lattpn, is the leust stable type of.ts;ationshxp. Thls 16 the c:an .'ﬂf?“w~
. .ls . . . . - ) . . " ‘- X

the authors' trestment of chenge, 1In Chapter II it was ‘'shown that

g [

to lood for causes of change only in external sources. All the causes

ligted as sources for chenge in sex-union formatioﬁ are clearly Exter-

nal to the sex-unigns and may even bs attributable to causes external

to Barbados: (1) diGarsiF;catinn of a single crop eéohomy, (2) repid

\

" ‘urbanization, (3) substantial improvements in educational attainment

/
and in levels of héalth,'and (4) the inauguration‘and implementation

of an effective nationuide famiry~planningtg£gg£gg,28, with the opti- Do »

" mal-tension hypothesis, change could be expected to result from 32&92? ,iééy_~7___

nal as well as from external causes, br from their interaction. '

:

The tension-reduction hypotﬁeais sppears, further, to lead the
authors to an incorrect cnnélueinn in their summary: "It has been es-

tab}iahed'that women t;pically‘da not rettograaé to a.lsss stable type

23 Within partnerships, -

@

. this statement 15 valid, as shown in Table II, whare only about 23 out

of\EBOB unions are omitted from thd table because thay involved Tever-

30

sals Vto 8 less stable union typa." ) But tha atatamant that there

is typioally no “rotrograaaion” batween partg%rshipa ia not at all

——
31 From the table, ,

supported by the date, as is c;ear ‘from Taqla 111,
if partn;rahip 1 ended @s marriseg, ! éﬁﬁna m;s retr&grasaion,in-Q?.S%
of the cases, If 1t nndad uo commonlaw, ratrograaalon occurrod 1n
73.9% of tha opaea. After partnarship 2, the equivalent figuraa are
100% and 67.6$1 after partnarahip 3. 50% and 77, 8%. In most casas, B

tho unione “Bagin aa vaatting, uhinh, aucnnding to tha authora' formu- '

7o




\ 4l

%-.l

— >

"

'}

. ', . E6

?

regafaleés of whether the previous union tarmin?téd as viii@;ng, as com-

o

monlaw, or as mafried. The authofa'cpncluda that women desire marrieage

sbove ell for étabiiity:' "Yhen there is =& éhange in union status it

is in the diréction of a more stable uniog'typa, thereby lending sup-

port to the contention that the goal of ‘most .women is. to become merried."

The ides that women would not revert to a less stable type of union,
either within of betwesn partnerships, is consistent with the tension- ~

raduction hypothesie. That the data do not allow for auch a conclu-

-- — - —

_ sion batwaan partnerehips iaAignQred. 3 i
If the optimal-tenaion hypoghabde wgreeuaed‘in piace'o? the

teneion-reduction'hypotheaisq the bi;h-of ésauming continuallmovemani
toward staﬁility“96~tha part of all womén would be avoided. An ex?mx.
ple of the changehin analysis .with the optiﬁal-teneinﬁ hypnthesia-éan

_ be crested starting with the assumptiop‘phah marriege does bring a§a~'
bility and‘tha}efore a r%?ucﬁion in tgnsiop. With the optimal;tension '
hypotheiis, it would besexpected that not all women would find»th; Lowqr

tension level optimaly and some would thetefora seek an increass in

N
stimulation from the 1eve1 they would have - in marriage. Thia then would -

be a posaible explanation for why. commongaw and marniaga partnerehips

sre terminated and the . naxt partnarahip begina

the ?inding that tha authora of this atudy had difficulty intagrating
|

into their conclusions.-
’ j“ To this poépt tha analysia haé?focusad on the: findlnga of the
authors of the atudy and homlthay ware blaaod by tha tsnaionvraduction
hypothasia.' To turu to how the optimalntenaion hypothaaia uould laad
to a diffarant'typa of anulysia ar the datu, 1t followh f:om tha argu-

)émnnt in tha previuuo papamraph that lt wuuld bo pf intorcst to fqeﬁs on
. s e St ST ﬁ ”

32

3—-»‘ + - = - — e e e e

3




57 . o '1,
terminated relationships-=particulsrly on ;aiminated ﬁartiagaag_ginoo
marriage is rapute& to be an important gdhl; The authors of the study )

.- do not Eonaider iﬁ their analysis éhe dat; on terminated marriad;a;

in fact, they aay that “it would seem unlikely that many partnerahipo

would terminata as married uni e."sf Buhladcording to the authora'

data, fully 15% of a{l\prasént nd past marriagsa have becn termina-

ted,35 euggeating'that it wowd be an important area of examination,

[ . ,
Perhaps terminated marriages were not investigated beceuss they would

- -

be dirficult to- explain under the taqsion-raductf“n‘hyputhesis. Uith

-

the optimal-tenslon hypothasis, e poasibla reason for terminating'mar-

- riage was stated sbove: thet marriaga may be &__ stable (too tension- -

redUcing) a, unlon for soma couples. Such an bxp}anation would, of
_‘ e [}
coursa, be impossibla with ths tensiom-raduction hypothesis.

]

Aside- rrom its 1ntrinsic intetast as a problam to be invasti-
gated, examining terminatad marriages htght have provided some data
_for the purposs of the authors' overall study. that of {Rveatigating

fertiiity daclines.36 Instability of marriaga saems & logipal topic
LR
for study of fertility declinaa. The\adehora' use of the tension-te-

ducbion hypotheeis apgarently 1ed them to ovarlook this area, but 8

“reaearcher using the bptima1~taneion hypbthaaia woula be 1£ke&ilto
s .

« A

‘rooua on it..

L%

. - - When the data on termlnated marriages is invaatipated An tha ‘
‘~taﬁiaa provided in the artiula, 2 poaalble gmttarn of an inoreaaa 1n :;
tability of marrlagea 13 round. In tha aohort qroup ‘of. 40-50 year~ |
olda, 24.9%. of’ tho mrriao,aa havu bm taminqtiad; m thc 30-39 ysar-' )




: j:erminat.ed.zv_ Clearly the. data da hut ‘allow for a dorx.nitn ottimnt
‘. [
' that merriages are lesa 11 ly to end emong the young mudian womsn, |, o

since thay may’ terminate their marriagu*at a Iatlr date,  But if Prom
. ’ further 1.n0aatigat£on the resaarchar did come to thu Jemluﬁm tht .
marriagea were cutrantly showing a pattlrn of greater stability, the |

‘ _‘ optimal-tanaion hypothaain would auou for an txplmuom bocluu or’

modarnlzation, the number nf groups of which an individuel ten b. e«

[ U ‘

- —-—-mamber is mcneasad, leading to 1ncuaud rolo cholco. . An I.ndi.vldml

d

has more opportunity to join‘ graups' to provide him -n:h- nu opu.nnl '
lavgl of atimulat:}.pn, his -or her narriagc being ‘only one of thou groy
To the axtant that individuala actually mko use of th. incuaud oppor- N

tunity to join ‘groups, than ‘ons could nxp-ct a dnuuaud posetbnity of

a &roup being diarupted rrom within, 1ncluding tho marriagc. / s

- . ‘ . +
‘. ' -

: e

In thia chaptar, aeotlom of Merton'u pnradign \nro rn-rittln

to reflect the uhangu from thu tona.ton-redmttm hypnthuh eo tho op- S

R N L I VR

t"‘“"t‘"“m Wpokhu:h Thm 8. rocnnt atudy un analynd to‘ pmym. ' U

N hypothnu end tho ndvantmu of tfw nptmal..tmp&m hypomuu.««y
g R o a.oui.. thd qtudy f‘ftl I!u :lnto “i‘t;lﬂ?l

,x‘. 4
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. on‘ly ext'ax;nal causes, and in their ;,rto; in stating that women do not

+ - ’

.

59 \ + . . ‘ Te

ks

? mova to a Yleds stable" form of 'union between pertnerships. Wi’th the . ¢ R
) .f)\
nptimal—taneion hypotheain instead, intarnal as well as external causes S A
[ ’ ’ L R
. : for chenge would be aought. The error in aaeauain&m&vemnt betwean x « \

-~

partnerships would probably not ba made ir tha optimal—tnnaion hypo-

thesis uwere uaad, beuausa thare would ba no reason not to axpeo§ the

type of pattern that wap actmlmd.- ‘ ‘\

.

Further, uaing the opt:lmal-tonsion hypothesis u'quld'luad to an
intsrest in problems - that--were not- bﬁrauﬁd -using the-tension-reduction:

2 : n . :
hypothesis, such as the tarnlnati.on of aaruag,o.

tions fairly frsquent, but an invntigation of thom also might ha\

ahed light on fertility Baclinaa! the uuthora' main purpose in doing

-

tha study. mhan marriage torminntions are analyzed, a ponaible pattarn

‘.

of m:reaainnktabi,lity is found mhich, ir further rgsearch bore it

“aut, could be’ explainad using the optima.l-tansion hypqthesis.

v The conclusion; from examining an empirical etudy with both

hypothasss is that tha opl::lmal-tensi.on hypothasia allous the rasearchar
1
to avoid some biasse that follom from the tenaion-reduction hypotheaia.

Not only are torm’ipa-s

*

mithout saeriricing ariy axplranatory power f‘or thc empirlcal

{

re lat iorw

4

il

ahl.ps found, -

Fl . A . , v,
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CHAPTER VI

e .  CONCLUSIONS - t S o

. ~ Thie essay has examined the effacta'of tuo diff'enfnt paroonnl.'t-‘ -

ty asoumptiona on sociological atructural-funcuonal anulys;is. Tha

first,. the teneion-redustim hypothnin, prediepoaes tha reaearcher- .

/I

Vto ths connrvativc bies of oxpnctlng no mtumal disruption in e

~

uoming.ly eeable group or aooiety. Tgn othar, the optima-l-tqnsion
hypothesis, leads th.a. researcher to expect that at any 'mnment.‘the”s‘ocial
“fat;ric of a qroup"migﬁt be d%sruptad Prom withlq, Because he axﬁacta
change from l}!ithﬁ't," he would’ 1ook(f’o£ poss'iblo at:eas';sn‘q mechanisms 'pf‘ .
. change, rather than prﬁmoting" the .stptus quo by 'a;sumi:ﬁg that it will .

4 . |
continue. : : 7

The role cofstruct, when used with the tension-reduction hypo=- .
thesie, rainrorcse ‘the conservative blas, When used with the optimsle~

’

tension ‘hypothesis, it seems to. be 8, good aource of axplanation as to .

'

. why groups are not continually disrupted by thair membars. In effact ' -
,7‘ the role construct rateins a canaarvative .blas in itself, but in com-
bination mith tha optimel—tension hypothasia, 1t eatabuehes an axpece
}zation batwaen conatant disauptions and completa inter’nal etability.
]an an axampla uf how tha tenslon-reduction hypotheais cteatea~ i :
" ‘a bias, Taloatt Pansonu tnporiaa wr& axaminaq._ Pars mas 6hosen |

hacause or me 1aad£ng pustti.on Ln atnuctutalu-funebiqnal aociqlogy .‘

lx \(‘



-

' througﬁ‘tha hanges that would enauo in hia dhaot&as, thia,uas not

tha tansionnravuction hypotbaaia

u

) .
- - . - - / a - s y 0
q}s pquy and later formulations, it wes possible to Bhow the manner

<

in which tenéion-raductinn peraénallty content added tc a aqoylngly-'

-

neutral theoretical structure can give the whole 6trﬁcture 8. conser- j'

. . . N\ ’ -
vative bies. ¢ . ‘ : R

While it might have been ideal to replaca Paraons‘ tanaion- U

reduction asgumption with the optimal-tenaion hypothesis and then work

v

i

done for two ons: (1) Paraona' theorias do not lend themsulves

to replacing hia P ychnlogical assumptton with another baequse many of

s ¢ - ’ 3 ' *
not have follouwad easily; and (2). using a more empirical work wes a

»

clearer way of showing'tha difference batweeq't e two assumptions,

. - : '

0 Therefore, an erticle on "Patterns of Sex~Union Formation -in

f
[ » ¢

. Barbados" was used as an axample of the effects of a change from the
tenaion-reduction hypothaais to the aptimal—tenaion hypothesis, Tﬁe
article was analyzad by using MQrton's “A Paradigm for Functional Anal-

+yais in Socioiogy," which is the claareat ogdification of functionaliam.
Firet, chahges were mada in the paradigm to reflect the changa in the
peraonality aaaumptlan and tha oﬁher flndings DP tha thepis, and then
the research article wag examinad through tha categnviea of the para~
digm. Flnally. :La study maa analyzed wlth rafaranca to tha paycho- ,"
ldgical ae;umptiona. ln ths analyais of the atticle, 1t waa found thét

g -

1ad ta biaaaa 1n tha raoaarch\erqoeac

K ' N N ’2’ .
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: This e'xaminauon of rsonqlity esuaptigns hes intendsd to,

@ ‘

' | . shom that, mhil:/ociology is an. independont dlsci}alim with l.to oun
< g theories and history, it is not 1solatad f‘rom tha other social sciences.
In this cass the ‘psychological assumptions that uepauy have the atatus

.. of pu:tulntsa in aociology hava .besen’ oxaminud with reflrnncc to struc-
: ' ‘ .,

. v tural-fumtional theory, “i.md tha qffoc\t\that they have were ahoun.

° . . “The concluaion;to be 'dtaun from this study is not that psy-

chological uducuanh- is’ thn only appropriate way to approach socio~

log!.cal problqu. Rgthnu,;L 1; that the.ps chological nuunpuom
contai.npd in sociological theories and iGsearch must be. mads oxpltcu

« . * ’
to avoid unintended consequences from upucu psyehologlcnl\ assump.~

‘tions. \If the Bptiml-tens,ion;hypothuia 1. used as 2 pqtaonauty TR

sumption; it may introduce biases’ aa uan. 'i‘hua :lt;, tou,’ should be
V4

r * ‘made axpl&clt so that its blasea in a; qLVan research can' "uasu.y

, B trachd. The amphasiu in this thesis maa ‘on paychol{ugical ai‘amptiond

bacauaa they ‘are ralovant to social action, and are therefore oharl.y

’

9 ) 'among the moat‘. important aasumptiona that bagr on uociology.

- ..
[ .
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Chapten I

c 1, See Eulllo Durkhoim,
' T (New Yorks The Fres Presas, 1964
°  to sxemine social facte rather than psychological facts to make socio~
logical explanations., An example of sociological research on these
principles “is his Suicide (New York: -The fres Press,. 195,1). . ' :

v 2, See Robert K. Merton, M‘Ww L
“ (Enl. edes Now York: The Fres Press, 1968), for essays that take the (
- approsch of Ourkheim, espacially the essays on anomias .Merton also .-
oues & debt to Weber, uhich comes out Ln Part III of that book.

'

“

3. Sse Gaox-}a C. Homens, ha atyre of Social Science " (Neu . o
Yorks .- Harcourt, ‘Brace, & World, 1967), for !;“comprato atatemant of ‘ :

; his wvieus on this subjact. B .
I 4. Ibid,, p. 64, Thia partioular atatement applies most olear- S s
ly to Pwaons among all atr;uctural-functionali.sta. . e
)\ ’ ~ e . u . ° ", ’
" Se b!do, P.‘ ‘69, ‘ . * ) ' ~\"—q"‘‘t""“~‘-~-—-»~.‘.\,____‘_‘;' ".',N:_"’ T
: o, e C . : - .
~ 6. Chria Argyris, "Pac onality and Or nizetion Theory Raviaitad, . .
dministrative Science Quartesly, XVIIX (1973 3 PPe 141-67. e .
" :’. , 7. Ibidq Pe 157.-. u‘ . 3 o . ( \,__/_ N l#_
- w - ‘ N LT . / ’ .
. © Be Ibidog Pe 160. . ' / , h ’ \ - )
S S Ipid, - ' ' T O
S - 10 Ibig., - pb. 160-61.. o e
G ‘: o ""i"l. 'ljhia‘ i olehe from bart W- Friudrichs, A Sg_ggg g_g'g of "S_qg_';g«f R
Loy logy (Néw Yorks The freae Prese, 1972). hla dzacuasidn of‘ "Parad.tgw' T
CUde . [ metde Cor;aolidabion,“ pp. ) -23. - o A " el \ '

- v s N

FE ‘. : 12‘ F;xaﬁplq,lﬁf u.,uqm of: q umsarvatlva biaa ln struotux-ﬂl-- ..
functlonalinﬁ ; in' Mg an, | ﬂp. 79-39031 throuehwt N JiDemer= . -

ath-& Richerd Ae i?n H(\r.b Y ¥L - Contlict. (Nm Yozkn
‘sad Drosd, 1967),, webnislly:




5 'i'f - - of appwmh to’ the: :nw m-pt uould add unotm mn or cupmuy N 5, "

. S vy T ——TETSY, S T T TS e .
N =T [N . o -
s LN

. 64 ° L ‘
13, See Jﬁa’rton, PP 91-160,4‘01: an 'axamplé of. such a statement,
14, Ftiedrichs; Pp. 14-15, ° |

s 15, Merton, {op, 104-108. The paiadign is z;eproddcie‘d in the
,Appandix. ’ ' S ~ ‘ .

16. Ernee& Nagal, THa Structure of Science (New' Yurk: Haicourt,
Btﬂce, & lﬂOtld, @61)’ pp. 522-26. . . . y - ’

A

T 17. MGrton, Ppo 74-79,
18.. Talcott Paraona, ¢ Structure of *Sgcisl Action (2 vols.;
. paparback ed:} New York:i The Free Press, .1968)§ Talcott Parsons & Ed-

ward A, Shills (eds.), Toward a_General Theory of Action (New Yorks
Harper & Row, 1962), Paraone' 1mpqrtancc is made cliar by Friedrichs,
Pe 13. o S ‘ \

. 19+ For a discussion of pattarn variablag see Talcott Parsona,
JThe Social sttgg (Glencos, 111.: _The Free Press, 1951), ppe 58-88., °

s

. 20. lﬂethon, PP 104_108. . .. N ' P ;- .

) Chapter IT ‘
. 1e This is not éo u} ‘that the only source of conservative Bias
is the personality anuuptl.on. It n. hmvnr. qna'of ‘the pero Mporthm

noutcu. - .

: ... 2 Thh m&dol lp rclatng to drlvo rnduct!.on theory in paychology.
;o The most famous proponent of this theory in modern psychology s Hull,
' 'Ses, for sxampls, Clark L. Hull, Principles of Behdvior (New York: Ape
- plston-Century-Crofts, 1943), freud's theory is dleo relatsd to drive
reduction theorys Ses Sigmund freud, A In
analysis (New York: Uashington Square Press, 1952),
. tmf aaounpt.ton is exanined ln Chaptnr 111, below,

Parsons? use of

: . 3. Roln is being used hnr- from the viu-point al' how 1t dlvldu
N .the whols parson into ssgments that fill various ststus—pesitions, ‘This

tions becofms-perecnality assusptions are about the whale person, not

Juit ‘a sagment: Anothsy approsch to rols is sn- smphasis on the uthtm- g

poait fon and the rious demands  mads on_it.. Marton,

m_a_}_ggﬁtm Enl, vdey New Yarks, The Fres Rress, 1968), pp. ‘22 fh. |
\ -« saphasizes -this aspact in his discyssion of :ole-uto, and Neal .Gr
o . Uard S, Meson, & Alexender U, lbﬁachﬁm. X[ t: it U

“. (new Yorks Wilsy, 1958),,have sxamined-the confiioting. desinds . mede on
. the ‘status-position -of school: oup.rmundmt.,, ‘Howsves, - this second. kind

;n an alrnady cwphx anal.ym.‘ ~

epproach te role is consistent with the: exasination of personality assump- -




sarily requuad; unconscious eonaideratior;c ' would serve the sams funce

- / tion. tonaclouénpaa 1°’3mplli only to make the- mochaninnu more cllﬁr.

' . ' . [ . '
, , ] .

’ Chagtur 111 L _ .

-

1. Talcott Parsons, The Structure of Social aetion (2 vols, }
paparback ed. New York: The Free Preas, 1968).

.2 S e Talcott Pargons, "An Approach to Paychological Theogy
Terms of th;é'l‘haory of Action,® in Sigmynd Koch (ed.)}, Psychology:
* Study of a Science, IIl: Formulations of the Person and the. Social
o text (New York: MGGruuzﬂé;l, 1959), espsecial

‘dersom;, the Harvard biologiist, is also scknowledged, but his influence
arsons touard Parato.

"© 3. This distinction is mads by Don Martindale, The Nutug“g and
l ~ Types of Sociological The (Bocton: Houghton mrrun. 1960).
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: Be. I-bigo’ Pe 74'6.

e 9 Edmd c. Dav.:nux, Jr., 'Pafooqo' Soc:lologicnl Theory," in
' Mex Black (ed.),>[he Sociel Theories of Talocott Parsons (Englewood
cnrn, No .1 Prentice-Hall, 1961), gP. 33 fe . . .

10,. In the follo-:lng di:cuu!.on the onphaah -1.11 be on the in-
‘ternal dynamics of perscnelity gpd how the personality is fitted into
the socisl system threugh the role constructs « The: process of {ali-
- zation will ncatnuly ‘be’ touched on. because it 1s-not rels to the
structursl model of munaj.ity. Socimlization is the mesns by’ which
: a child soduires the cosmonssymbol systsm (or cultural system) of
v soodety, (Teloott Pauuu. .Robert F. Balds, & Edward A Shille,
: A Glencow, I1l.1 [The Fres:Press, 1953, .
o " mrnmuty L nut importent for oud purpuu. )
s - That '-J.ndivi.quah 14vs ‘in sooisty have tp qdjmt thenselves ‘to: .pe=
. -oific conditions .is the only inf tion we head. The detailsd pro=
cess - that h«duvnlopua by ‘Pargons is ai@ly an unpnficltim o\' hh

.57 basioc postulstes of personality, - : ‘ ‘
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- ' 14, Sigmund Freud, Iha Ego and the Id (Nu York: U. W, Norton,
. 1962), p. 15. ]
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' 15, Sggmund Freud, Beyond the Pleasure Principle (New Yorks
7 . Bantam BOO'(S. 1959)’ P. 63,
16, Calvin S. Hall, A Primer g Freudian paxﬁ logy (New Yorks
New Amarican Library, 1954; p. 22, , R
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17. Parsons & Shill.’ P. 90 . . , !
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38. Ra:nma st al., p. 214, ltalics mino.
39, Ibig" pp. 102-103 v

40, "During perlodo of auapanaion interaction, there existe
the imperative, if the aystem i3 to be re ewed, For the motivational
and cultural patterns to he maintained. Ouring this period, they may
be said to be in a sjate of htency. (ibid., ‘e 185). .

41."The adaptive phase is characterized by the attnmpﬁ“to 0=
cure facilitiss through cogriition and menipulation,” (Jasse R. Pitts,
"Introduction to Part III:1 Rerscnality and the So&al System,” in

hoorgg of Socg,ogz [_Nui—vork:_ The Free

s ! [

42. "There is a single-mindad ooncuntnt.lon on aff.ct.tv- se-

curing of the goal." (,Lb_i_q.) o N
| ‘43, Parsons st al,, Working Pagara e s Pe 225, . )
. 44, Parsons & Shills,.p. 23 o o '
.}.5, Parsons & Bélh.s',' Pe 1564 B
* a6 Ibides pe 167, | '\\ <
5 47, Parsons & Shills, g, 28 o - ‘, - } .
48, Ihid., ps/E3.
' 39_1_9_.. ps 157, ﬁ“f\“'; - - o -~
| 50, hrsmlm;..wwb. 238. RS .,’
-51. See Andrew H-cku:. "Sociology and Ideology,” in Black, PPe
'309-10. As Hacksr points out, Parsbne' liberal politics (in addition

to his-conservative sociology) can be looksd at as actually & connf-
vative, doctum.*u can Amaricen lubocaun in gcmul. ,

- 1. Since a cowphhly vtluo-f:u lociﬂony ia mmcly, semove
Ang the.. conservative bias opens the door for ather bisswes ' The mni_:&-
oation of the bissss that the new personality assumption bringe. dnte .

t

2. Su th.lt K‘i I!ﬂﬂh

(m. #des m vqm The; t‘m . x,

4




1 S oo y

, ' 3, Ses Clarence Leuba, "Toward Somc Integration of Learning
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L (1955), pp. 27-33; and D, O. Hebb & W. R. Thompson, "Thae Social Sige

| niricance of Animal Studies," in Gardner Lindzey (ed.), Handbook of So=
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3 . 5. ihite, p.'330.

6. D. E. Barlynu, Cmflict, Arouaal. and Curinaitz (New York:
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7. Paul McRaynolda, A Rutricted Conceptualization of Human

Anxisty,” Psychological Rugog&o, _1__(1956’), Monograph Supplcnnt VI,
AP 293-9120

.
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0, bide pe 30
W Ibidere 3y

12, Ipiges Po 38 . o

13, Ipide, P 424 " o

4y Ibides po 480 LT o

. 15, Ibigd:, Pe 46e. R o |

. 16 Liges Chepe Vo R ) ) |
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Anish ses Charln P. Looais, "The Old Order Amish as & Social Syatem,®
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, 18. The fect thut ltructural-functimlhta axamnine pattorn ntn-
‘tolﬂnco mechaniens in socistiss doss not imply the same thing as what is
oxprnud above. Pqttum-uintmmn nes Lno are axanined with refer-
'snce to disruptive strains that ars visible £ the ressarcher. The op=.
tigulatension hypothesis would lesd the. :-ugrcﬁcr to expect additionsl .
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20, Fleke & Maddl, Chap, Ve S

» 2%, Uhat a small disruption is depends on the axpsctstions in the
society. The examples noted would be small disruptions in an American
urban group. Thesa would bs major group disruptions in some socistiss.
Ses, for example, Clifford Geartz, The Religion of Java (New Yorks The
Fres Prass, 1950), pp. 227-60, for a discusaion of such a society.

K J‘ Chapter V -

. - 1. Robert K. Merton, Social Theory end Social Structupe (Enl. ..
' ' 8ds; New York: The Frse Press, 1968), pp. 104-108. The-entire para«
digm s reproducod in the Appendix. ' '

2, It is pooslblé ‘to define "group memberahip" 8o that anyons )
“who is trying to destroyis group is not a member of it. However, this -
might leave a person whé’ s living in a group, isoclated from all other
proups, as 2 mamber of no group, even though he raeceives nurturance
from the group he is-living in, I prator to call this person- a member °
of the group. S ‘ .
3. Although the concoptualizat10n of pf&Blemad}n socioclogy may
Lbo different from that of other disciplines, it does rfot precluda looke
ing to -psycholagy,-political ecience, economics, atc., for explanations
or pertial axplanations thet may be recest in sociologicel terma. Fur-
, ther, it is possible that in the future the conceptuslization of prob-
lcna in these di7cip11nes may baoomn more homogensous, ,

_ 4, Cenadian Revisw of Seciology and An;h;ogologx ‘5;.(1974),
Ppe 230=46, ‘

L. = : " 5e The opocifln area of research in tha nrticln is 'patt-rns of
sex-union formation.® The latter s divided by the authors into three
patternss visiting, aoumonlau. and marriege, Visiting is .similar to .
vhet we would, in North America, call dating, in that the partners do.
not cohabit, sxcept that sexual relations are part of the definition of
visiting. A partnership is said to be commonlew when the couplu lives
together ulthout a wedding, oftsn in the house of the woman's parents.
" Marriage, siwilar to North Asericen marcisge, includes a church wedding
and generally the .purchese of a houss, and is 1 logally lanctlon-d
o wion ({bid., pp. 230-32),"
s Fortility is referred to/a. ) 'pattctn' b-lo-, as 0011. This
' antails an essumption that follows from the authors® statement that the '
mein thlu.t 0" the ltm ‘t. on flrtu.lty declines w.. Be 232' Ne 2). . ' {
Since the atudy of "fertility declines® refers to fertility rates inthe . - |
pOPUlatton, 1t segns not to be 8 diltortxon to talk of fcrttlity 'pat- o
: b m.o
- ; t\ " Ths menner tn which pctéurns ) md in this thnh ~and tho
e "nlhn-t in which functions are imputed to them, in no wey tupllgt that the
s inuthar-. thontulv't. would agtoo that tho;r atudy tits into ﬂltton!o
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| | 37. Ebenks st aly, PPe 231432, S L
| . 8 Merton, p. 108, S " o |
ce. . ')9..Ebanka et al,, p. 245. A ‘ . '
. . 10. The authors state that the major thrust of the muutigaucm
: ' was to explain fartility declinos: ibid., p. 232, ne 2, - y
- ' . M..p.zn., , S , .
) 12.& . . . L : S op
. 3. Ibid. . - , | , .
] ) " 14, Ibid., pp. 231, 245, o o

) . 15, Ib’-do.;Pp. 234’ 235, 238‘, 239’ 213, 245, . ’ -

. 1?.

Ibid.,

p.‘231. ; " - e : . ‘— ; R

,, 17, Ibid. | | e -
' 18, Ibid., p. 245, . : ' ‘
‘ 19. Mo. p'. 232: Co ’ ‘ R ‘ : ‘I - l:.‘ .
\ . ' ¢ ! A ) ) '
g . 20, Ibide, ps 231, . a ’ ' | L
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oL 21, Ibid. ~ : e
, » .. 22+ Jbide, ppe 231-32, Uhils the opportm.lty for sexusl gnt.tfl.-
© + ,catlon is explicitly mentionsd only for the visiting union, the fagt
' . that the authors do.not state that cmonlau and merriags sre diﬂ'u:mt
’ in this respect in Barbados than in North Americen culture impliss: .
. .-+ strongly that sexusl gratification 1s & part.of the latter tu untom .
unn. L o T
:," A .. jc. - 23. lh“. . - pd l s \"' B . TR s " » ‘ ' ) ‘ L ,' “. - . ‘

Y e m.g,.. 231,
Lo SR zs' m.. pp. 24:-45. ;v

! '.

~ ‘e . .

:3;, . e 2‘0-1“., ‘Ppe 2‘2.‘30
& . A S < -

e T g 208,

M
et i,

k)
A

(:‘iﬁ.t‘-& ¥

{t.v

‘?"M?r

- PP
e '1‘%

"f"/




ths authors imply a change to a less stable union type. - This is the
. sense in which the words will be usgd below, ,

30, Ibid., pe 236, in the second nots ‘to the table,

»

31. Ibid., pe 237, - : .
32. lbid:, pe 245. ©.  °

33, Tha fact thdt most unions do begin with the visiting statp
is acknomledgad slssuhere in the paragraph--~"flost partnerships begin
gnd end es visiting unions. , ." (p. 245). But the fact that the error
comes in the first (more general) sentencn of the paragrapukphouo that
the authors emphasize more the goal of stability,

. 38, Ibid., p. 235,

35. The figure 1- obt innd from Tabl. 11 (1211.. ne 236)s add-"
"ing the figures for terminated marriages as a parcentags of all-termi-
" nated partnerships (from 3,5,6, 7‘7), 6.,0%-0of all terminated relmfionw
ships were marriages. The total’ of all terminated partnerships is 3652,
" 80 219 were terminated martiagea., Following the same procedurs for pre-
sent marriages, 38.4% of all preaent. partnerships, or 1250, are marriagss.
. Therefors, there have bsen 1469 present and terminated marriages, of
which 219, er 155. are tarminatod.

36. Ibigo’ Pe 232. Ne 2a p e~

)

128 marriages have been termifated in the 40-50 year-old group, 54 in
the 30-39 year—nld groupy and 47 in the*{5-29 year-olds. (1t is unclear
from the articls why the total of 199 dose not coincide with the 219
.found from Table 1I.) From Table IV, 914,,425; and 292‘udnon in each
respective group have sver besn merried. ) égbarafo:- 24,98 of the mar~(
. riages in the 40-50 year-old group heve t ianted, and 1217! and 5.8’
. in the other groups respectively,

‘ These figures may be s oﬂthat incorroct for two rnalunu: '
(1) The percentages result from « compa:ioon of number of ;o:uinatod
maprisges with number of wowen ever merried, so if some women have had
more than ons terminated marriage, the percentagss would be slightly.
different,. But thers is no data’ given in the erticls to allow for'a
corrsction of ‘the figurse, -(2) The data omit t-:ninutnd marriages from
. ‘partnerships later then the second, - but from Table .III (p. 237) it cen
" bs ssen that only sbout 2 wiions began and ended the‘third partnership -

as marrisggs, and only 3 began the fon:th»paxig;%;hip'ao marriagos, ‘
‘.Thggb:fig o ax- 1na£gnificant -nouoh ta be sd in the pcrcnntag-s, N

37. The figures wnroLN{fainnd in this manneq‘; from Table VII,
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. - (204) ‘ _ SOCTAL THEORY AND SOCIAL STRUCTURK
work in physiology are, to be‘trite about it, scarcely matched in sociology.

: But, this scarcely accounts for the systematic ordering of procedurs and *

' “doficepts in the one-instance and thef,ﬁisparate, often uncodrdinated and
not infrequently defective character of procedure and ‘concepts in funo,
tional sociology. - - \

~

A PARADIGM FOR FUNCTIONAL 'ANALYSIS
IN SOCIOLOGY. . -

? R As an initial and admittedly tentative step'in the direction of codify- .
. ' ing functional ahalysis in sociology, we set forth"a paradigm of the con- -
- i cepts and problems central to this appsgach. It will soon become evident
J ", that the chief components of this para8igm have progressively emerged
+ in the foregoing pages as we have critically examined the vocabularies,
postulates, concepts ind ideological imputations new carrent in the field.
The paradigm bririgs these together in compact fonn;othus'permitﬁng‘
; simultaneous inspection of the major requirements of functional analysis’
, ¢ -, and serving as an aid to self-correction of provisional interpretations, a
' result difficult to achieve when concepts are scattered and hidden in page
| ) ' - ,sfter page of discursive exposition.’s The paradigm presents. the hard
| ‘ ~ core of concept, procedure and inference in functional analysis.
. Above all, it should be noted that the psradigm doessnot represent
’ ’ 8 set of categories introduced de novo, but rather a codification of those
concepts and problems whichi"have been forced upon our attention by
aitical scrutiny of current research and theory in functional analysis.
- (Reference to the preceding sections of this chapter will show that the
1 - , ' groupdwork has been prepared for every one of the categories émbodied.
\ . mepmdiga)
~+ . L The item(s) to which functions are imputed - ‘ -
: < The entire rangs of saciological dats can be, and fnuch of it has been, sub-
‘ .- .« jocted to Functional analysis. The basic requirement is that the object of
. . ‘ + analysis represent a standardized (i.e. pattemed and. repetitive) ftedn, siich as
4 - . ... - social roles, institutional tterns, social processes, cultural pattern, culturally
v © 7 Basie'Queny: What' myst. enter Into the protocol of obseivation of
TLoL Lt LY given iqui;‘i:u to be amoenable to systematic functional :mlyni‘s‘? ot the

o

- ‘
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MANIFEST AND LATENT FUNCTIONS ’ (105)

"Basic Queny: In which types of analysis is ft sufficient to take ‘observed
motivations as data, as given, and in which are they properly considered as .
. ‘problematioal. as derivable from other data? ‘ . .

’ . * 8. Concepts of objective consequences (functions, dysfunctions) T
We have observed two prevailing types of confusion enveloping the sev- ™
eral current connceﬁtjém of “function”; . . < r
(1) The tendency to confine sociological observations to the positive con-
s " tributions of a sociological item to the social or cultural systém in which it is
/ implicated; and . . ) :
s (2) The téiidency to confuse the subjective category of motive with'the - .
' ' , : objective category of function. ... . o, :
\ .Apptopriate conceptual distinctions are required to eliminate thess con-

The first problem, calls for & concept of multipls consequences and a net
’ . balance of an aggregate of consequences. , R
. . Functions are those pbserved consequences which make for the adaptation
i or adjustment of a given system; and dysfunctions, those observed canse-
' quences which lessen the adaptation or adjustment of the system. There is also
’ the empirical possibility of nonfunctional tpnsequences, which are simply
, frrelevant to the systemi under consideration. ' .
In sty giveriTastance, an item may have both functional and dysfunctional
. consequences, giving rise to the difScult and important problem of evolving
o . asséssing the nct balance of the .aggregate of consequences. (This
- is; 6f course, most important,in the use of functional analysis for guiding the
C. formation and ensctment of policy.) | :
" The second problem (arising from the ecasy confusion of motives and * |
.. _ functions) requires us.to introdtce a canceptusl distinction between the cases
, 7, jn, which the subjéctive aim-in-view coincides with the objective consequence,
o B e mcions re, (hov. sbjective con butigg to_the
. . 1ox Manifest ons are those obj ve consequences contributipg to
. - . ‘%djustment or adaptation of the systomi which are intended and recognized by
o - participants in the system; - a
' Latens functions, comrelatively, being those which are neither intended nor
' o : BchmraIWhltmthoMoft}wmmfmﬁmofup@vbugly
: : T Jatent function into § manifest function (involving the problem of the role of
C mﬁ% in human behgvior and the problems of “manfpulation” of human

"ﬂnnhﬂombumth"mmﬂdmhd consequences” o“eﬁonnd “Tatent
/ defined, since they are implicit in the foregoing soction of
consequences of action are of throe typesn
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(106) = "' SOCIAL THEQRY AND SOCIAL s'nu\)g'un C ~
L * ‘4, Concepts of, the unit subserved by the function .o T :
. ' We have observed the difficulties entailed in confining snalysis ‘to func- L
, tions fulfilled for “the society.” since iftems may be functional for some S
.. , individuals and subgroups and dysfunctional for. others. It {s necessary, there- :
* fore, to consider a range of units for ‘which the iteni has designated conse- - ‘gt
: , ) quences: individuals in diverse statuses, subgroups, the larger social system -
' . .» and culture systems. (Terminalogically, this implies the concqpts of psycho- ~
" logical function, group function, societal function, cultural function, etc.)
z ~ B, Concepts of functional requirements (needs, prerédquisites)
. Embedded in every functional analysis is some cofception, tacit o ex-
pressed, of the functional requirements of the system under observation. As
- . hoted elsowhere,$3 this remains one of the cloudiest aind empirically most de-
batable concepts in functionnl theory. As utilized by sociologists, the concept .
e " of functional requirement tends to be tautological or ex post faéto; it'tends to : )
\ . . be confined to the conditions of “survival® of a given, system; it tends, as in
* the work of Malinowski, to include biological as well as social “needs.” K
T This involves the diffcult problém of establishing types of functional re- . ,
: . - quirements (universal va. specific); procedures for validating the assumption : .
of these requirements; efc. . - : o T .
" Bamc Queny: What is required to establish the validity of such a variable
: as “functional requirement” in situations where rigorous experimentation is.
' . impracticable? o L s )
. « 8. Concepts.of the mechanisms through which functions are fulfilled . .
! . K Fu | analysis in sociology, as in other disciplines like physiology an ‘ .
' ) @ ‘ psychology, calls for a “concrete and dctailed” account of the mechanisms : -
, which operate to perforrn a designated function. This refers, not to' psycho- R
e : . .°:  logical, but to social, mechanisms (e.3., role-segméntation, insulation of institu- -
: . tional demands, hierarchic ordering of values, social division of labor, ritual -
and ccercmonial cnactments, efc.), - L
- Basic Queny: What is the' presently available jnventory of social moch-
. e anisms corresponding, say, to the large inventory of psychological mechanisms? (\‘
© What methodological problems are entsiled in discerning the operation of these ‘
_ T social mechanismsP o ‘ - oo !
- 7. Concepts of functional alternatives "(functional equivalents or. subtitutes) ' :
N , ' As wo have seen, otice we abandon the gratuitoiis assumption of the func- o
. , . - * tonal indispensability of particular social structures, we immediately: require ° '
“ some concept, of functional alternatives, - equivalents, or -substitites. This - .
' . focuses attention on the range of passible varidtion in the items which can, ,
in the case under examination, subserve a functional “requirement, It un~ .
K . freezes the identity of the éxistent and the inevitable.: ‘ e
o ' . Bamc QuEny: Since scientific proof of the equivalence of an alleged func. ' . )
, T tions) alternative ideally requires rigocous cxperimentation, and since this s~ = . . .
- o ~not often practicable in le sociological situations, which practiceble . . . o
- . procedures of inquiry most nearly approximite the logic of expegimentt. . . -

o

L. N Y. 8 Coricopla of structural context. (e atructurel contraing) . .- T o0 T
- . The range of wariation in the ‘items which'cen fulfill designated functions . .-~ © 5
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The concept of ‘structural constraint comresponds, in the area of social struc~
ture, to Goldenweiser's:"principlo of limited possibilities™ ily a broader sphere.
Failure to recoghize -thie relevance of interdependence anl attendant struc-
tural restraints leads to utopian. thought in which it is tacitly assumed-that
certain elements of a social system can be eliminated withdut affecting the
Test of that system. This consideration is recognized by - Marxist social
scentists (e.g. KarlMarx) and by non-Marxists (e.g. Malinowski).#.

B&nc Quent: How narrowly does a given structural coptext lmit the
. range of variation in the items' which can effectively satisfy functional require-
.. ments? Do we find, urtdge conditions yet to be determined, dn area of in-
difference, in which any one of a wide range of alternatives may fulfill the
function? C L. ) ' .

9. Concepts of dynamics and change . g . ,

We have neted that functional amalysts tend to focus on the staties of
social structure and to neglect the study of structural change.

This émphasis upon statics is not, however, inherent in the theory of func-
tional dinalysis. It is, rather, an adventitious emphasis stémming, from the
concern of early anthropological functionalists to counteract p ng. tend<’
~éncles to write conjectural histories ofon-literate societies. This prdctice,

useful at the time it was first introduced into anthropology, has disadvantage-
'ously persisted in the work of some functional, sociologists. . “n

The concept of dysfunction, which.implies the concept of strain, stress and -
tension on the structural level, provides an analytical approach to the study
* of dynamics and change. How are observed dysfunetions’ contained within &«
. particular - structure, so thum

cumulation of stresses and strains produce pressure for change in such
. directions as.ayé likely to lead to their reduction? - .

Basic Fuw:'pou,tha pmihn&eomun -among funcuoml‘ snalysts

. 84, Proviously cited excerpts from Marx document this statement, but these -
of course, ¢ ‘?fcw out of wmany places in which Marx in effocy stresses n..%f,,
of taking account of the structural e:':;m. In A Coniribution (o the Critique

4
i
R
g
£
i
£

I
£
&

i
£
z
5
£
:
|

i
0l
il
%?a
i
1
1
? i
ik

]
I
it
i
i
i
3:

gitg
i
i
;
1
:

ey do not produce ffstability? Does the ac-

)

-\

g
i




. (108) - B : socmmnommsocm.mmvu

; ' + with the concept- of social equilibrium dlvut attention from the phenomens
; - "of aodal d iiflibriumP Which available procedures will permit the sock-

. adequately to gauge the accumulation of stresses and strains in &' .
' soctal ty:tem? To what extent does knowledge of the structural context permit -
tlw -sociologist to anticipate the most probable direcﬁm of lodd change? :

10.”Problems of validation of functioffjl analysis
“Throughout the paradigm, attention has been called repeatedly to the
specific points at which assumptions, imputations and observations must be
validated 3 This requires, above all, a rigorous statement of the sodolog(ul !
procedures of analysis which most nearly approximate the logic of exper: *
- mentation. It. requires a systematic review of the possibilides and Bmiudw
of compa ve (cross-cultural and cross-group) - analysis
uEnY: To what extent js funedor,a analysis limitod by the di!Bculty
,o(loeaungndequmnmplaofwddwmmwmehunbombimodto oo .
pantive (Q\mi-expuimenul) studypes

11. Problems of the ideologicel implications of funaﬁom! cmlvm : ;
. It has been emphasized in o Ireeeding section that functional analysis has, 3
" no intrihsic commitment to an ideological position. This does not gtimy the '
fact that particular functional nm)vm and pcvﬁculor hypotheses a .
functionalists may have an identifiable ideologicqt’ﬁole This, then, become: ) :
. a specific problem for the sociology of knbwledgh: to what extent does the B :
social position of the functional sociologist (e.g., a particular “cli
who has authorized a ‘given rescarch) evoke ther than another formu -
tion of a problem, affect hia assumptions and u,andlimiltbemgeof '
inferences drawn from his data? :
Basic y: How does one detect the idedlogical tinge of a. functional
. analysis and fo what degree doos a particular i gy stem from.the basic )
mﬁm adopted by the socilogist? Is the i
to the status and’ tmmh role of the

: Bdoropmooedhgtoumoreintenslve dy of some parts of this - CL - '
paradigm, let us be clear sbout ‘the uses fo which ft is supposed the '
" paradigm can be put. After all, taxonomid ¢ concopts may be multiplied
» endlessly without materially advancing the tasks of sociological analysis.
What, then.grotbepurpomofthopm 8 andhowuﬂght!tbeused?




