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| ~ "ARTHUR HIESS | ,
ST. JEAN, QUEBEC, 1871: A SOCIO-ECONOMIC PROFILE
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FQ' ) 5 : f This paper is an attempt to present a aocio-econo-\
mic analysis of St. Jean, Quebec in 1871. fn Chapter I, i
ZI discuss the ‘particular system of social classification
that I have used in this study s Chapter II involveﬂ an ’

‘analysis and evaluation of my two primary sources of

‘informationz the Canadian manuscript census of 1871 and : °

‘the Capada Directory of 1871. To test the €ccuracy of

G

\vh_._/ ‘ ”
such variables as age, sex, religion, anﬂ occgpation, ' -

R o the Census is compared with parish records. Similarly,

\ the Canada Directory is compared to the Occupational

rP‘data in the Census in order- to see how representative

N the Directory is of ‘the labour force in St Jean.“

:as’a regional center”in the Richelieu‘Valley. Particular

emphasis is placed: on the role of railways and their N

e on&economic development during the perioa from I

‘185 to 1870. Finally an analysis of the data is under- ;” :
taken with two primary objectivesx ;irst, to examine . the‘. .

effects of a service-oﬂiented economy upon the social ',"h o 1
structure of the town; secondhyto investigate the relation~ ' o
ship ‘batween olass, ethnicity, and aocial structure. , ‘

- a r . .
R / 4 ; ! - N &,
% . : ,
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. tem of sdciﬁl classification employed in’ this study‘ To

S "'C_HAI}'P‘:{!I - h
) ] ’ ’ . '\‘.“‘. bl B ,

This chapter deals with a discussion of the sys-- &
N

6

‘this end I adopted the comprehensive 1951° Registrar Gen-’ .

erai 8 Clsssification of Oocupstions. This-arrangement N
allowec me to tgst the relationshipxbetween occupation
and other variahles which were relevant to ascriptive

social claqg

The Registrar General's social classification scheme

_, divided all occupations into give broad socio-economic i, ol

. i . . )
'classes’so that "each category. is homogeneous in relation .

community of the occupations cohcerned nl Implicit in o/

this system was the strong correlation between social

-

tatus and skill: Class I, for anmple, consists of the'

-4’0

/
higher-prbfessions and heads or higher managers or s

u,..v“
.. directors of business enterprise. It includes all clergy,

"authors, journalists, doctors, lAwyers, and uﬁiv sity

professors but excludes teachers bho are mbexrs of the

| S

| ‘lesser paid profeSsions. ) Lo

» Class II consists 1arge1y of th intermediete pro-'

. . S /
to the basic criterion of #he general standing within the ° /
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Class III includes supervisory worﬁgrs, clerks,

hop assistants, and all manual workera belonging to

.... . R

the skilled trades. B 3 B ST

"The conception of skill ia here extended not only
to jobs which are’learned by some form of “appren=
ticeship or formal ilearnership, but also to a
great many trades in which there is no clear divi-~

_ding %ine between craftsmen .and aemi-skilled work-
ers,"

4 i . »

The resulty was an excessively large Class III. I divided

¥

it, where possible, into three sub-groups~ manually skilled
workers (Clasa I1X.8), clerical employees (Class " III.C), '
"and those io the dealing sectors (grocers, dealch égd
"hotel keepers) (Class IlI.Dl. - Y

lClaos IV is m§ge up of ‘the semi-skilled workers
(carters aﬁd/carétakers) scanding between the 'skilled',
iﬁ'thetswceping terms of the Census, and the unskilled
Qorkers. laso V éoosists of the unskilled worﬁers who'

aré "in some cases, labourers permanently attached to “

’

a particular industry or occupation, §hd in others, &
-\
floating group of more orﬁlﬁss casual workersr"? CoaT

?inally,I added a €lass VI for occupations whﬁch

A

Ware vague or could not be defined accordinq to a pre-
determined function: for example, a vplunteer ‘on service, S

© . a staff of:icer of.the militia, or a student.

2,
)
’

G D.H. Cole; Studies in CIass Structure (London,,lQSS),
po 150- 4 , . '

) Ibid‘. , p J.51




,'W,Tli‘e Registrarvéeoeral's/’ classification scheme had

- . several p;sic weaknes%ﬁ_“é. ;*'I'he system of cl;as’sificat;ion '
'was based entirely onr occuéational names ‘ami all indi-
vidusl 'associated wirh a s'pecifio ocoupation-—for ex— -

; ‘ r ‘ ample, clerksa,\aWyers, and doctors-- ware autometically ’

; y' e assigned to the same class: ' Similarly, all railway - l’ -

’ ‘ officials were put-lin Class II, whereas some road trans-’
port officials were placed in.Class I, Further, "...the
. I W ! R . ) .
.- a:ssigr'meﬁt to a . particular class is made, not for each
- H ‘ - . , . .

. . individuél, but for éach occupational group as a whoie,

- : .80 that, for example’? all farmers constitute a single

"5

: group irrespeétive of their holdings... Thus, othexr

key varialles such as income, education and office

| ~ holding were not taken into accpunt. in determining

; ‘ ¢/ soclial class. |, 1 ] L ) )

. ‘ Despite these ﬂifficuloies, ‘T chose to use the sys~
: - ‘ ' a tem for several reasons. first, since I lacked concrete
- . data on in\Ome, my prime variab)e in ahy gscheme of social
Y class‘ification. ,remainec‘i that of occupation. The i951
censtis. cllessification offere'd this ‘comprehen‘pive
o ) . f classification of occupations‘ psecond, W A, Armstrong,

A

o -a member of the Cambridge Group for the History of ‘
Population and Social Structure,iadju!ted the ,scheme to

/ ‘ | make it more compat,ible for tha\classificatioh of 19th

< o century’ occupations. ~A11 individuals initial}.y classified

', as c1asa II dealers, merchants, and hotelkeepers ware -

»

. ‘“*»J‘ ! 50 COle, P. l49n j~ ’ ) "-; ' ’

I T e etk




.inge ‘of farmers, then it was, virtually impossible to

" were at” all :subétantial.;. . would&ri‘se.

’ occupatidn holders.

P T T T P e e e worinl it S

[}

'placed in Class IIT because ".. .many persgr;s Wwho made .

their living . in these ways .. were far from baing persons .

k]

'of substantial capital and often«njoyed only low standards

3

oi'( 1iv:mg out of their commercial operations "6

In addition, if no date was available on the hold-

e

-

all farr\ers were bitrarily placed in Class II1. All

\ students and appren ices were classified according to the

occupation for whic,h they were htudying. Finally, workinq

from i:his revisegl claosificotion, Armstrong suggested

that, ™. ».'. upon consideration of individual. cases, all

'differentiate them by socio-economic status, In such cases

merchants, 'cleale'rs', and hotelkeeperé, who employed at least

. one domestic Servant, should be raised Eron c],ass III to

a

”'Classﬁi II.- By this means all those "whose underta\cings

n8 "I.‘hisl meant'.

the reclassification ";upv(airds of eight wou't of 43
V4

,For the purposea of ana,lysis, all individuals who

were lisfted without an’ occupation in the Census were not .

Y

agsigned to any class. ‘The only' exceptions were -wives

i ! i v
and children.who ware assigned to the. class of the husband

"‘ b . ) . '

6. Cole, 'p. 149. _ - S {

7. Wrigley, p. 225.
.80 Ibid.pPoleo "‘

S -
_ i SR
Al r -

- d

-
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\and)orJfather.

7 along a class basfg necessarily excluded all Class VI

_not be ranked in relatr?n to, other classes.

N

' hls/her own class.

; were for example, 578 heads ?f household in St.- Jean

III, 54 in Class IV and 118 in Class V.

In the. event that eitheﬁ the wives
or the children wereremployed, each was assaned to

Moreover, all calculatlons don&d

members who, because of thelr vague occupat#ons, could

There '"'

2 i e

n - .

) . '0'

rn 1871. When theéy were analysed on.a class basis, 26

AJ

were found to be‘in'blase I, 27 in Qlaeg'If, 263 in Clgssl

" Thus the 488 heads

. of houséhold found-in\Classes I to Vsexcluded 90 heads ‘

. of household who were either without an occupation or

1ocated'in Class VI,

A

& ciass basis yielded similar.results wheéreby the total -°
- [ 4 - ot

numberiof fndiriduais‘in'any group was greater than the .

number of ind;viduale in its component Classes I toxv.'

Tables 24 to. 38 fall into this category.

All other calculatlons done on ‘ o

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘
"""""
\\\\\

.,
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. e *) 9. Canada, "Manual Contalning

> . CHAPTER II 7 @

—-.:,‘,.\

o ‘ Thls chapter deals wlth aﬁ analytis and: evalua-

r\
tlon of my two prlmary sburceé of info matlon- The Can-

ig;I\hnq‘th% Canada Directory
AN

of 1871.. The primary purpose of the Cehsus was "...

adlan manuscrlpt-census of

the reglstratlon of the population...legallg,domlciled

withln the tertltory of the Dominion apd including all
N,

perspns who may be,tempo#arlly absent from their place

of abode."

A .

“own place of resideneég-”Merdheﬁts,;tradesman, labour-

ers, travellere, stu&ents, or anpy other'person who was

[ ¢

temporarily absent from his home were -to be registere

10 » .
/

by the enumerator’ as ‘being presen;.
The enumerator was instructed to put down fhe.eiact

i

answers éiven by the peréoﬁ questioned. No room wap

left for lnterpretatlon.

o9

‘familiar "...with all -the partidulars and peculiarities
& ,

‘He was also expected to . be.

' gof his divisxon...(and) the conditions of every family

11

in hls divxsmon.“ IO . o .
\fr/ )

The enumeérators w re furnlshed wzth nlne schedules’.‘

e

to be filled’ out conseéutxvely with each v151t to a e

L)

nsus Act'! -and Inst~

ructions to. Officers Employed |

Taking of the First

All persons ‘were to be registered in their ——
- ’ ‘ ) ’

-

- Census of Canada," Sessional Papers, No. 64, 1871, p.1l27.
(hereafter cited as Sessional Papers, No. 64)

10. Ibid. ~ . ] ¥
..11 Ibid., page 129. . |
& yo

P S .




.inhabited for a part of the year, such as lumbering

house. The flrst 3chedule, upon which this research is
primarily based, is entitled “Nominal Return of. the
Living" (see Sample I, p 8) "Thig 9chedule refers to—
the llVlng and will ‘contain the actu;i populatlon,,”
registered name by name, family by fam\iy, taken from
house to house."12 in column- one of this schedule the

enumerator noted every vessel) which gerved as the home

of a fdmily or a person who did not have a domicile,’

'on'shore. None of these were recorded in the town of

~ St. Jean. Column two | contains '...811 dwelllngs only

.13 .
shanties, publlc works:, shanties, fishermen s huts...

No such dwellings existed in the town. .
"Columns~three and four refer to theﬁnumber of

houses under construction and thetunlnhabited dwell—

' ings respectively One of eech wag recorded in the Cen-

e

'_'sus. Column five specifies that "...dwelling houses “in-

habited are to be numbered in order of visitation in

consecutive series, from the beginning to the end of

' - 14 L 1

each enumerator's division.” Significantly, one or-more

families couldilive“in the seme’house. "A separate—houee~~w7

ip to be counted, whenever the entrance from the outside

is separate, and there is not dlrect and constant comm-
L .

1y

'«12. 023 T PP 20 ) PRS g

13.-Ibid., p133. PR

' 14.. Ibid., -p.133.

4 Ammioven vacemo Loa oS M . o ks
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: unication in the inside to make .it one." . _ .
N . ) ‘;}
- ’ Column six contains the nuﬁbers of the families'

’ numbered consecutively in order to visité Column seven. :,,f,, P

\provides "...the names of every liVing person, belong-
16 .
\ ing to each’ family." * The family declared-the-Census, . T
¥ i . . _ .
: v ", . .may consist of one person living alone or of
o any number of persons living together under one
BN roof, and having their food provided together.
S - For example, One man, say a shopkeeper, or one ,
woman, say a seamstress, living alone'in a : .
, - ' separate house or in a distingptly separate part
s of a house would constitute ajgﬁparate census
. famllY' but any number of persons“l1v1ng together
. " ‘in a boarding house, several of them being parénts, ° Y A
: T having children and serV@nts, would only constitute .
- -- ' one census family, provided they had no home else- "~
- - where." 17 o

L4

e

LLTRIVGS - WA E

N AF o -
w T e B S N i b a

The key element in ‘the defifition of a census tamily o
. ,appeared to be the notion of- a conmon‘kitchen to'indicete
=L shared location, kinship and’ activity by all the mem?ers,
‘of the census family. Fox the sake of conyenienoe
. the term:"household" was'used instead of the term
"census family." The person whoseﬂname appeared at the
top of every household beside ‘the household numbey was

/

defined as the heed of houséhold The wife of the head -

~of hougehold was deiined as é%e ‘ rrled female ‘who .~ f“j':~%
* had the same sﬁrname as the head. f household ‘and
whoee name appeared directly below his. &he children
. - ﬂ’o& the head of household were defined as’ these people :l .-
_vho had the same aurname as the head of household and S
15 15!3;, p.133.

16, Ibid., p.133.. . .. '.
17. Ibid., p.128. - . ..
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b

’ head of household

Vo Within the context of the term "househoid", a

- was that of servant and whose surname differed from the

- Surname of the head of hdusehold.

- 10 ~ o c, ‘

v . ‘ ; Lo .

here at least 15 years younger than the wife. In the
. ) L4 * . o

. v . 5 B ., .t
event that the wife was not present, then the thildren

had to be 15'years yqunger tﬁen,the‘heanof'household,

-

The matter of individuals who were meﬁbers of a

household, but riot of .a nuclear family, still had to be ",

-
-

f [ . , "
considered. SérVahts; for example,
"...coﬂe under three categories, 5nd dre to be
dealt'with in the following manner: {f . . .
-1 T@ose having or belonging to families or homes . -
of their own within the Dominion are to be taken
 with their own families. -
, 2. Those not having, or belonging to, famllies or s
* . homes of .their own.within the Dominjon, are to . v
be taken as part of the families with whom they
happen-to be liwing. _
3. Those in settled employment are to be taken
. a8 not having ; Er belonging to a family or home
of. their own." S T -

"

‘A ’ ! " \t . e
Servant.was defined as an individual whose occupation

‘Kin, on pbeiothe: hand,.

. | I N N\ % . \
were individuals who had the same surname as the head of

4
the" household bﬁt‘who werfe neither children, wives nor | «

servants. If any .kin were added to a simple family

not to be related,by’blood ox, marriage to t family of the -

Althoqggr;he surname of/ any’ 1odger was by




N M of

)

hold, wife of head of household, child of head of house-

T ““—“‘“*returns and the EETIEIEionseempLgxgﬁi\fVeryAtEnth ‘house-

-1 - | | .

_the lodger cduld be Zplated to the wife of head of

-hbusehold} This kinship pattern could only be established

1f the maiden |name: of the wife were matched to 'the sur- o,
| ¥ 1@

name of the lodger. Otherwise it was assumed that the .

‘lod%er was not\related to the w1fe of the head of house-

hold since the Census did not specify the status of each
1nd1v1dual memb\r .0f the houéehold. Thus a lodger was '

RJ . - -3

the remaining individual who was neither a head of house- .

‘

‘hold, servant, n?r kin.

i ‘

In an. effort to verify the accuracy of the census

hold was checked agalnst the parlsh rec\\as\ In thxs' ‘ 5

" sample of 58 households, 47 heads of household were marrled,

five were w1€owed, four were single, one was a nun, and one

was married’ withopt the hgsband being present. O£, these

58. heads of household, 28 could not be traced with 6 any
degree of accuracy because the heads Jf household Had no

offspring who could be found in the parish records.u One

. could examine. the case of the household which 1nc1uded a

}

T N

daughter Louise, age 28. Slnce a Loulse Dupuls, aqe 28,

could not be traced, the next logical step was. to search
"for a Joseph Dupuis.' Even if such a person's birth were
Eound in the parish records one could’not be certain that ,

these'two were, in. fact, one and the same person. - Since

s
R
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".the parish records covered a territory -larger in size

than the town'itself,'the chancgeggf several people
named Joseph Hupuis being born in the same year were
too great to render an accurate linkage. - If, however,

the record of a Chlld were found (see Sample 2 Marie.
Decelles, page 13) then thé hame of ‘the: Chlld, the -

name of the father" the glven name of the mother, and’ 1n 2.f

spme cﬁses, the profe351on of the father could be matched y

w1th7the corresponding data in the Census. This et

» e,

f{produced a high degree of accuracy*inblinkages. ~

The 28 heads of households whose names appeared at

the top of the household and who were &eflned hy ‘the

[

rules as husbands were linked to thelr respectlve ines
through the blrth of one or more of their children.
Througﬂ thls linkdge of offspging, the 28 heads of house- &,

‘hold were‘conflrmed as ﬁathers and husbands.. Similarly,

~ the two'widowers, who were heads of household and defined '

3

‘as fathers were matched to their,reepective children. All.

- l A

-

28 females listed in the Census imhediately below the

, head of the household and defined by the rules as wives -

of‘the head of household ‘and motKers wefe confirmed.
The 30 households also contained 74 of the.132 individuals

in the cenhﬂs"gample who had the same surname as the ‘head’

¢

of household and who were defined as his children. Here,

‘too!,both the Census and the'definltlons employed were:

completely accurate.» The 30 households also included

<
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because they bore th same surname a the maiden surname
¢ N

2% eomizirr AR G

.registers did not recordAthe'agés of the parents when'théir'

four out of a total of eight'fndividualsn&n‘the sample, -
whom the rules defined as kin, and 'six out,of a total of

N
six defined as servants. All ten were consistent~with the .

definitions. The‘sanple of 58 households contained'Bi
fﬁdividuals defiﬁed\ag lodgers. 1In this group were ten
nuns who could not be found through the parish records.
Of the 21 remaining lodgers, 12 were located 1n “the 30
hobseholds traced‘in the parish records. Eight of the
12 lodgers (66.6%) were kin of wives of head of household .
of the wife. .

- Column eight 'contains,'@h}/sex'o“f"each individual,.
Of 132 sexes checked against thetparish records, all
were correct. Colunn nine gives the age of individuals.

In those cases where individuals were less that one yeaf'
e . ’ ' !

- old, the age was expressed as a fraction. In this impor-

’

tant,categorx, only the ages of the 741child%en‘found in
the census sample could be verified because the parish
children were bOﬁn, '%1 the ages of the children were ,
found to. be”correct. Column ten contains the month o the
birth of those infants less than one’ year old. .Nine of
the 74 children who fell,into this category were confirmedi
in the parish records. ~Column eleven*contains the(birth

place.of the peopleu Of the 74 children verified, all bir

places were correct. .

-2
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[ 7/ "rhere are separate religious denominations
/ bearing riearly thé same names, and it is not o,
.// . only desirable but necessary that\they should - PR
/- be carefully distinguished in’ this) column. v
The enumerators, will, therefore, be careful '
‘'when writing down th:.s information -to do so -
* *.in a manner to show clearly the resylt."19 .

it was impossikle to check the‘ a.couraci/ of their“;;zor}g“

for the non-Cath ct%s, for example, the children ' e

.
R 5 2 / .
e

children who were. registered as Presbyterians
’ f ‘\....,. ' .
were baptihed at the Wesleyan Methodist Church. Con- . ' —f

sequently, the religion crf%}jB uchiJIdren, four fathers,

and four mothers could not be, checked The 85 people who -

3

' were recorded as Catholics werd so’ confiﬂmed by the par- !
£ ' ' I / 4 - 7 ~ ‘ :

. ish registers.

4 ' - ‘- In «zolumn thirteen, the/origin is entered ",..as ’
o ’ 20 . , .
- given by the person in question." It was, however, C

2

) ﬂnpossible to check the acguracy’ ¢ of this data«since

ethnicity :Ls not recorded/in the parish registers. In

must be entered in full as given. _When two of these are o
o0 S amited in one person, both m o;'r may not be given, ‘the \
. : .point being decided by the 1mportance attached to the

19. Ihid., PP. 133-34. . o o " e

. . ‘ d 1 - . . ‘ . 1 |
¢ ) . :4:"' 2pt I d-' P-134.// b 4 . o B T

.Wg ,




/ fact by the person h mself."21 When the son followed'

"ab the father, he was supposed top'
. .- " be registered by’the same occupational notation. Colf‘

lege students and apprentices studying trades we .
// /m °_ \
i : ) \j;><\ registered 1n accordance with their field of study. of .

| : ~ .
r ///////’ : \he 30 heads bf household listed in the~parish registers, :

23 had occupatiaﬁs which corresponded exactly with their'

- B “p
}

X professions -as recordedain the Census. Appendix A gives
W

a list of the occupations where conflicts arose between

“

the two sources. The case of the furrier-hatter was

7 I .-1: the_only example where the occupations listed were con-

] . . flicting, ‘but similar, A check, however, of the Dir-
y ectorx revealed that this man had held both occupations.
The other differehces could not be resolved, except to

: . . say that occupational mobility did not appear to be a

v

g factor, except, perhaps, in the case of the merchant—

annex, The ensgs was nonetheless correct in 24 Out ‘of
(808) ca "

Golumn fifteen registers the maritel'status'of the’

/. ’ .J

people. - The 30'househohds traced in the parish’records

) contained 58 mothers and fathers who.were«registered in

I ol SEPTUPCNE. N4
~

- ’

the Census as married. The marital status of all 58

was correct. Column sixteen records the marriages that

‘. fook,plece“within the last. 12 months. None of these cases
'4 . . :

S © . were contained in the test “samplé. Column seventeen’

— $ s )
PO '_’ \ .« * - o

121, Ibid., p. 134. . . ‘
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: f/ to ‘door, of my own agents, for the requisite \ Lt

-17-~ - -

N

“

indicateg current school attendence. 'Althdugh the LA

parish records could not help test for accuracy in

"gchool attendance, the school inspector. foZ the county . o o
3 > , L

~

of St.Jean.reported.that 769'studentsSwETE*registered
e

for'school_ .The Census, conversely, ported 664 stur-- -

«

dents.‘ The dlfference Was ‘accounted for by the 1arge' o

.

1 :
number of clergy studying in the town who had to be T ,

reglstered in their own census districts.

Columns eidhteen and nineteen include all indivd-" = @&

duals over. 20 who were unable to read and write. Of the

30 heads of household eight neither signed their o . N ¥

names nor Left an "x" mark in the parish records dufing ' 5

%

the baptism of their. children. The Census reported

<

these elght as unable to write.“ Of the 20:'who were

-\ oL ’ . 1

recorded in the census eample as able to write, 1V

oA a1 B

et s L ieL e

sighed their full names.. It was not clear why the -

remaining three of the twenty didrnot ngn. The literacy '

P .
IR S e

“statistics were nontheless accurate in 85% of the cases.

- The Canada Directory of 1871 was publlshed in Octow

ber, 1870. During March and April, John Lovell, its pub~-

R

lisher placed ads in newspupers advertieing the Directorf//w

AL £ is intended to make these-Directories the
* most compléte and correct ever issued on this
continent. They are not being prepared by cor- - ,
respondence, - but by personal canvass, from door . , -

information, I have now engaged on the work ih’
‘the several provinces forty men and twenty hor~ . . A
ses. They .are engaged mainly on the towns and oL T
villages of the railway .and steamboat\rz:tes, . \\,
: : ' 3

. , ' * . .
B [ N ‘ . " N ~
. , ‘ , ’ ot . . T "
R .- oo f . " . - . N
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' —important places on the lines beihg held till. v i\\\\\
the completion of the former, to .admit correc- ‘ :
tion to latest date "22

The information of. the Dlrectorx was probably

canvassed ln the summer of 1870, eight months prior to

-
/

/the gatherlng of the Census. S o

-

in an attempt to issess the reliabillty of the”

' o

Canada Directorx with respect to the analysis of occu-

pation, one- must ask how representative the Directorx was

of the labour force in bt Jean. A total of 649 people were h
listed in the Digectorx as living in St. Jean, 548 or 84.4%. j:f'
of whop/@ere occupation holders. of these 649, 54% appeared
Ain the Census. Table I page 19, gives the proportion of ‘
oc¢cupation holders in each source by social class: for
example, 6.2% of all occupation holder; listed in the Census
were in Class I while 6,6% of all employed in the Directorx
;wereiin Clase.I, Table I was'subjected to a chi4square&
. analysis. The results reveale& an oveLrepreée tati na.
“ﬁ,the Directory of-Class lII.D oCcopation'hoiders éﬁa‘an“-;

) nnderrep esentation of Class IV employed. The Directory,

therefor ) was found to be a reliable source for the .study

of occupation distrlbutions, excepﬁ in the .case, of Class

- Y o

III.D and Class IV employed. I &

.o

P - :
To ascertain whether occupatﬂon was a. signlficant

. A R

. l

N ; ) f 0
22. Le Franco Canadien, March l970.

W
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) fadtor in determlnlng whether an 1nd1v1d&al would be 8

llsted in the

-

holders found in the Census-was flrst calculated by class.

Dlrectorx the proportlon of occupatlon

Thep{the percentage of these within each class who were

'élso found in'the Direbtorz was calculated (see Table

) 2, .Jpage 21) The same calculatlons were done for the

1

. S - R, Al ]

heads of household (see Table 3 page 22). The results ,

in Table 3 were)subjected to a'chl sqguare analysxs.,.
The results. revealed no significant differences in the
. . ‘1 00 N .
representation of each sub~group of heads of household

‘ in.the Dirgctorz.

In all, 57.6% of all heads of house-

"hold weﬁe)gguhs in the Directofi¥$ Moreover, Class I, _

ClassII, and Class III heads of household were more

likely"to be found in the Directory theq Class IV ang

' #Clasg V heads of household. 1In a stratified sample done

of“gob'heads'of household iﬁ the nine Montreal wards, 60%

'Of these, 63.9% were in

»

re found -in the Dlrectorx
‘“:zﬁss I, 51 7% were in Class IV and 54.8% were in Class v.

The Correspondlng figures for st. Jean were 57. 7%, 51.9%,

and 65 B%. Only -these groups could be compared because

7,

of the different definltlons of class employed by both
studies{ | k‘ ‘
A éomparison of Tables 2 and 3 revealed that a

2 ’ »

J 2

23, D.S. Cross and J.G. Dudley} "Comparative Study of"
Street Directories and Census Returns for 1871, -
15.

'
o

"Urban History.Review, No.3, 1972, p.

Al
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_ DIRECTORY. ) ‘
! { N = tétal numbe¥/of employed in the Census. (936).
3 ) o : .
7 Census" Directory . 5
Class I ' 6.2 ", 1 27.6,
Class II . 5.0 "48.9 A
) ' ! d * Coe .
Class III.D o 8.6 55.0
. , .
Class III.S ° ' .>29.8 . 36.9
& 0 v
Class III.C 6.8 35.9 P
~ l . B
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B ' c S
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF ' EMPLOYED HEADS OF HO&:
SUB—-GROUP FOUND IN.

BY: CLASS AND THE P

THE—DIRECTORY

A

BOPORTION OF ' EACH

-

N = total. nu

Census (578) . ’

er of heads of househalds‘in thé

. ] , Census. Directo:yf
- . Class I 4.5 57.7
Class 1II : 4.7 /,/77.8
~\\\\\\ class III.D ' 1.9 62.3
" Clags TII.S - ! ,22.5 " 67.7
Class III.C 3.5 , 64.0
K ‘ ' oy . b
Class IV , ! ' 9.3 , Sl.q
class V' ' © 20.4 . 56.8
N : ‘ (578) .
_ , )
1] N
. . N o o
. -.
. -
) Y 3 n '
. i
N . '
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higher propertion4of heads of household within each ™ ;

,class appeared in the Directory than the corresponéing

4

number of total employed within each class. This was
partly  so, because a larger proportion of heads of house-.

hold were married and had children than the total number

- 23 - | Y

more established in the town and, therefore, mere'likely,

! . . . -

to be ihclqded in the Census.

While a.pattern did emerge along class 1ines,'go >

significant relationship appeared between athnicity and
o | ! . .
the proportion of heads of household listed in_the Direc-

tory. Of the 433 French heads of household 55 7% appeared

in tbexblrectgry. The corresponding flgures ﬁor the 69

oﬁwemployedetakenlas~a~group.—~$hey-were7-in;a_wordv: - S

65.2%

d 56.7% respectively.

by A total of 649 people were llsted 1n the Dlrectorx
/

/ . ’

for ‘the town of St Jean, 271 or 46% of whom"* dld-not
appear in the Census. Included in thlS group were 29 widows
and"224 ehployed. flow does one account for the non-appear-

]

anice in the Cegsus of the 1nd1v1duals (48 9¢) - who were llsted

Irish/éﬁd 67 Eﬁglish—Scottlsh heads of household were - e

~in the D rector ? A check of’thelr,addresses revealed that
“%‘—*"-J[ ¢

;hese people. llved on the town s main streets, therefore,
'

the possrbility of these workers being underenumerated

during tﬁe course of +the Census was remote. - Moreogeri/' o

(4

Table 4, page 24, whlch gives 'the’ proportlon of those employed,

and listed only in the Directorx revealed a class distribution

- ‘3'

-
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PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION, BY CLASS, OF THOSE EMPLOYED
WHO ARE LISTED ONLY IN THE DIRECTORY AND THE PERCENTAGE
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LISTED IN THE DIRECTORY. S o
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—— N—=-number -of those empioyed%which,ggg'ligggq'égizv;f

in ‘the Directory.(224).. . A
CN

N = total number of employed which are llsted in the.

. Dlrectory (548) .
' ;‘”O . Employed listed only. All employed listed
i . - -in the Directory . | in the, Directory
Class I - - 6.7 ' 6.6 .
oo . ' . g ST
‘Class IT : -t 6T, .., 6.0
‘ class IIL.D - . .- 131 s 13le
., Class III.S - c2007 \ Lo " 26.3 . -
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slmllar to the total number of employed in the lrectorx

Turthermore, a’'check of the Census for’ the parlsh of St. . e
, . » SN
Jean revedled that none of the 271 people reSlded in the

immediately surrounding countryside. Nor_dldﬁthese people

f .
appear in the Canada Directory.for 1857. ‘Since the Census

,only within eight months.of each other, geographical .
®.
moblllty had to be ellmlnqted as a factor in accountlng

for thelr presence in the 1rectorx The only other - -

p0551b111ty lay in the fact that tth group llvea in
Iberville across the river and worked 1n¢St Jean. Only - .
A - & Co :

further.reéearch, however, can resolve thls problem.

"of“187l“and the‘Canada—Directory—eé—i844—were_complled ] R S

5




CHAPTER III ¢

TS\, ~“‘

During the period 1850 tc 1970, St. Jean fulfilled
a dual economic function. First theftown acted as a

-

’ xeglonal center serv1ng the terrlthy west of the Rlchelleu
Rlver between the Chambly Basin and the Canadian -~ Amerlcan '

'—**“_*border.e‘Second St Jean' was a sub-center in the vast

- . ; —“‘\“ ———

hinterland of Montreal. . . -

. : " As a reglonal center, St. Jean provided all the key
g 24

services of a fully~fledged town. Located twenty—flve

mlles souty/oﬁ Montreal, on the Richelieu River,ithe.éown~ ] '
. * " - » ~ . rl- .
| . boasted two newspdpers, four doctors, seven advocates, and

§¢Ve notaries. 'Althoogh St. Jean did not have g bank branch,
- . two brokers feoresented the major Montreal banks . As<the
i . "chHef lieu" of the Iberville Jistric " ‘:T AT Was ir

of the Court of Queen s Bench ' The énperlor Court, and the ;

u - Circuit Court. Other smgnlflcant institutions included the
" . provincial lunati€ atylum, a customs house, and a military

3 B
-~ 4

24. Jacob Spelt, in his analy51s of urBan development in
. south central Ontario, ‘attempted to classify mid-
2 nineteenth- century urban centers om the basis of cer-
-t U tain key services. The services which he ‘chose were
... ‘ iFs e legat-and-medical professions. The listing
' . 0of these professions:in the Directory was usually —
highly accurate. Moreover they were widely distributed
‘ and*thelr presence was a good indicator of the. status
‘ Fhe town. Similarly, banks and newspapers were ,
L selected as criteria. Thus a place which listed a -
me of the légal and medlcal~profe551on and had-
and a newspaper was defined as a full- fledged : ’
to n. Places which c¢ontained one, (o} or threé of . z
these indicators were defined as runal villages, urban. )
villlages "and sub-towns respectively. (Jacob Spelt, .
" The Urban Development in SouthXCemtral ontario,
. ; (Amsteraam, 1955, . pp. 87-89. ) R $§

[ [4
o

“
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= .fort, St. Jean had specialized educational facilities

~ . : El

.which included seven schools, two nunneries,- and a School

F ‘ " for Christian Brothers (see Map A, page 28). . e
In terms of regional importance,; the other centers

.

in the Upper Rlchelleu Valley were clearly subordlnate

P
to~8t/\Jean (see Map A2, page :29). L'Acadie, located six

* . miles west of St. Jean, had a population of 500 including o
. one doctor, and one notary. Lacolle, situated 18 miles
-south of St. Jean, had 700 inhabitants. Among them were

two notaries'and one doctor. The v111age%of Chambly Basmn, . ,

i

+ -

% . ' 12 miles downriver from St;//ean, was_comprlsed of 800°

, . . ’ ‘
1nhab1tants, numbering amoyg them one advocate, three
! notaries, and one doctor. Consequently, all these centers

\ ‘ 4 A . . i P . ‘
v were classified as urban villages because they lacked the . )

key services which deflned St. Jean as a fully fledged town. o

- On a cont1nental scale, the expansion of the rallway

network helped integrate 'St. Jean into the hlnterland of

Montreal as the town became a transhlpment po{)k on the'

Montreal-Boston, Montreal-New York axis.

‘With the operiing of the Champlain and St. Lawrenoe

‘———___———~—_——_aa%;way—&a_l3367—St*_Jean_had_a_dlrect_connectlnn_w1th

‘ Lapralrle and Montreal across the St. Lawrence &1ver. -"Elle ) i
i . ’ constltute une sorte du portage entre blefs navigables qui . ._’
) \fhu ' A

? v evitent les hauts -- fonds du Rlchelleu; comme aux Etats Unis - . ¢

3 . - e, g . ) ' iy

%, ' il 'semble qu'a‘l'origin le chemin de fer ne soit que le. s

0, - . . .o e l
1 g | . :

] . , ‘ q

it .

; ' '
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‘new rallway bypassed the town. In 1859 traffic beégan along

.St. Jean became a key transhipment point between Montreal -
m v
and the Eastern Townjships.26 Thus, these new railways en-

, - 30 - |

25

complement du system fluvial." This line, however,. was

K

extended from St. Jean to Rouses Point in 1851 to conpect

with the Central Vermont Rai way and the American markets.

In 1860, St.~Jean was connected directly with Montreal via
\

the Montreal, St. .Johns, and Rousses Point Branch of the \ J
, S

Grand Trunk Railway. - Consequently, the old St. Jean --

Baprair1e Iine WHich was aba aoned“EEEGEéd the 1mportance

of Lapralrle ;% a transhlpment p01nt to Montreal since the

s

the Stanstead, Shefford, and Chamb&y Railway "’ between St.

Jean and Waterloo via Farnham and Granby. This meant that

hanced the importance of St. Jean as a major transhipment

Ea

. \a . ! .
- Basin, reduced their importance as transportation centers.. -

. Chambly, nonetheless, continued to act as an .outlet for the

boint and, in bypassing Lacolle,‘Lapraifie, and Chambly

) v . ) .
trade of Lake Champlain with the province of Quebec.“7

What effects did this railway construction have on
. * A
the economic growth ¢f St. Jean and on the structure of its

v

labour force? In attempting to answer this question, Jean

Hamelin and Yves Roby concluded: R

25, in istoj m - ,-’

Jean Hamelin and Yves Roby, Histoire Economique du
Quebec, 1851-1896, (Montreal, 1971), p. 122. A -

26. Ibid., p. 126 -~ . . Ce

27. dﬁnada birecto;y,'l&?l N . ' T SR
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"Bien situé Sur le Richelleu Saint Jean prosperait
. grace au commerce Montreal-Boston. Il connalt un
. boom manufacturier de 1851-1858 alors que sa pop-
lation passe de 3000 a 45000. La guerre civile
americanne prolonge cette prosperlté mais ne fait-
‘que retarder les consequences ne fastes sur trace
Montreal- Bostqg (1853) 'via Drummond adopté par; le
Grand Tronc."*

St. Jean, however, did not appear to 'e’xperien'ce any

manufacturlng boom between 1851 ~and 1858. The‘only majcr

-

1ndus‘§'1al concern to open during thlS perlod S a glass .

wcrks factorg}. :I‘his'firm, 110we'\relg_:“~;_zL tranafe‘rred operations
to Montt'eal between 1857 and 1871, - ‘Moreover, the’export
and import statistics did not 1nd¥/any downturrr in-the
tr;ade of St. Jean. | The town exported goeds valued at ’

$1,327,393 $3,045,624 and $4,067,434 for the years 1858,

1863, and 1871 respectively. The corresponding import

£igures were-$66,139 $268,135 and  §417,470.2°

The expansion -of the ,railway—s did not appear‘to
h.ave‘ any lsigcificant effect on the occhpational strucéqise
of th’e town. A comparxson of 20 occupations in the Dlrectorx
for the years 1838 “to 1871 revealed that the number of = . _
emplovyed for each occupatlon did not vary significantly for |

each year, for- example, there were seven ?g.acksmlths and- 23 -
Q , ' ’3),,. . .

"

29. Ibid.," (Append.ix 24) .

qu in 1858 and .9 and_ 23 resthVGlV“ in_

1871. This, ’stabillty an the size of the_-occupat:.onal foAi'ce E
. . ) ’ : ) /-
corresponded with the population statistic¢s which held fairly
constant for the years 1851 (3215), 1861,(33]17.) , and 1871 (3022).
.. . , - !
28 Hamelift and Roby, p. 295. ¢ TR .

e .
! - . DU T -
h — - . €A : .
® - .- ’
M - i
. .
] L‘ * . * * N



v oL ‘ R _'32-_

The aggregate occupational statistics for the

county of St. Jean revealed the extent to which the eco-
nomy of the }egion was dOmiﬂated by serv£Ce industfies.
L4

On the 3198 occupatlon holders, 15% (508) were in the

1ndustr1al class, and 19% (650) were cla351f1ed ln the =

S T RN TR AN TR TR T -
- >

service i 1ndustr1es (4% in the proFe551bnal class, B% ,

- 1 ¢

in the commercial class, and 7% in the domestlc class)

A

‘Furﬁhermore, the 508 workers 1isted in the indu%}riai
jclass were employed in small workshops which avereged:
3.1 workers per establishment; for example, 20 bcot.

"and shoe factories and four saw mills employéé'49 and

22 workers respectively. The oﬁly large scale operation

' ' ~ was a pottery which employed 16 peeple. b

,
5 ey
At

| ‘ ) Aﬂ——&na—lys-i—s——ef—-‘ehe—labgume in St. Jean il"l '
1871 revealed an underrepresentation olerench éanaaiah
occupation hqlde}s in Class I and Class II occupations
; . o PR
and an ovefrepresentation in Class IV andrclass v dccqpa-’

tions. The same held true for the Irish Catholics except

in the Class 1V sector;.mét. Jean contained 704 érench

. 3 ) > . ! ) ] )
__“\‘i‘si\\\\E\nadian workers, 5.9%.0f whom were found in Class I, 2.4%

%n.b;ass~IIT—y1rLz—LnLClasselﬂ+_and_2n*13 in c1ass V_(see,
Table 5, page 34).. The correspondlng figures £br the 66
Irish Catholics employed wpre NIL, 6.1%, NIL, and 10.6%,
'People.of English, Scottis , ] and IriSthroteqtant origin,
T on the other hand(‘domina the higher aed intermediate
| professiens and were underrepresented in the semiskilled

~and unskilled categories. Of the 92 English-Scottish-

A
" P
j R
)
~
L4
A
: 7
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employed, 10.9% were in Class'I, 16.3% in Class-Ilﬂ ' )

8.7% in Class IV, and 6.5% in Class V. &he Irish-

-

' 'Protestant totals were 4.8%, 17.7¢, B8.1%, and 4.8%

' respectively. 1In the la;geﬁclass IIih the French and .

Irish- atholics had a high proportion of employed in

heads of household in these two sectors (see Table‘6,

]

page 35). A preponderancé 6f French Canadians were -
found in the legal rellglous, and reéail .ofessions.

This group conslsted prlmarlly of four clgggi, six .advo-~
Cates,vf;ve notariesy and seven merchants. Here the .
tradltlonal French Canadian elite was clearly man1fést.

The 73 English—écottish and Irish—Protesﬁaﬁt heads of .
household in gomparison,adomlnated the cqmmerclal

o

ptofessxong. They included four-commerc;al agents, three 

brokers, one bdokkeeper, and one customs officer. Ihis .
g - i
group comprised the tra 1tlonal English ‘elite.

U

The cla351c Eng;;shfand French elites, however, did -

o

not exéiﬁgan overrldlng lnfluence upon mun1c1pal politics. “

i

' Of the 11 city counc1klors eledted in 1868 and 1870, ten

wbre small Class IIIX bu51nessmen and. artlsahs. They

" included one French storekeeper; one French grocer, one

- F;ench'baker, two_Frendh joiners, one.Fgénch.bricklayer,
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TABLE 6

-

PSR VRISV L A0 TRV . 2o

' DISTRIBUTION OF EMRLOYED‘HEADS‘OF'HOUSEHOLD BY ETHNICITY. :

N .= total number of emploYed heads of household

*h_ﬁj\\“”\j\\\\\\\;» w1th1n each class.

3

N ‘Frénch Irish-

0 , o
M . .

Irish-

English &

¥ ] _".o . '
‘Class I. A(26) . 17 -~ -
‘Class 1T (27) _ 11

™

1
1

1
6

Catholic Protestant Scettish

7
9 .

C " Class III.D(35) ' ~ 31 —- 2 2 0 N
i} Class III.S(165) - 118 Sl 12 '23
T : : A o
/ Class III.C(25) 20 1 .1 3
o ' '
- i Class v (54) 44- - \5‘ 2 -3
< a ' : }
Class V (118) 105 6 . 2 5 ’
[ i [ ‘
Y l\ - ’
+ " 4
. R - '
. . ﬁ
' ] ;\ \ - ‘
o ; | ! B |
,; . o \
T . : . , i ’
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one Engl#gh tanner, ene_Englieh bre&e;, anq'twq Frencﬁ oo
blacksmieﬂs. The elevenéh member was an Eeglish private
banker.’ Theﬁfour mayors returned between 1860 and 1870
were made up of one rrench storekeeper, (eyected three
tlmes), one French merchant, one French'agvocate, and

°ome Englzsh merchant (elected tw1ce) In addition, the

majorlty of these officials were'h stable element 1n the K

’ Vi J

. ‘ communlty Of the 15 offic1als verlfled in the Dlrectorx
- L, of 1871 ten were alep ‘traced 'in the Directory of 1857.
Thus, at least 66.6% of themgappeared to, be establlshed \

in the communlty for a decade or longer.

" The famllles in Class I and Class I formed the

- most stable elements in the town. A check of the parish

a

records revealed ‘that of the 30 families feported Having ' <

children, 13 had offspring born in and,ouﬁ of the parish.

R ST 23y
<

All but one of these families were found in the lower

-
¥
’

three classes. At some point ln‘their'livés, 4l§ of -

‘these mefried'coupleé had left St. Jean[ only to return

-

later. AAmlgration of young people from the countryszde N

| into the town also' took place. In his annual leport, the

school ingpector referred to, '
. ".., this emigratlon (that) withdraws from farm )
» labour a number of workmen, and is so much’ felt -
' in my district which lies contiguous to the
United States. that many fathers are forced to
, keep their children at home during three or four . 30
- months in each year to help them in their fields.” -

’

it i Kt B TR 2 TR
.

N

30..Quebec, "Annual Report of Education of the Reglonal
Inspector”, Sessional. Papers, No.3, 1871, P. 52 :
(hereafter cited as Annual Paper)
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bavid Gagan, in his study of demographic,patterns.

FO— in the township of Toronto Gore, Peel County, found a
’ K high rate of tran51ency among\rhe non-farming pOpulatlon. ' (
xDespite the fact that the population of Toronto Gore '
had rewained fairly constant between 1860 (1728) and

1870 (1559), over 70% of the inhabitants, consisting
31 . ’

largely of migrant families, were on the move.
“One Qifth of all the householders in motion were ya
,labourers, sliéhtly less than a tenth were artisans and

14

.mechanlcs and one quarter of them were professronal and
commerc1al people. n32 " . o
) o .+ * The majority of these male transients were marrieda

and under the age of fortya33' Table 7, page 39, whlch

,'gives the age dlstrlbutlon of the males in Toronto Gore,
b 1nd;cated that 203‘males, age 10 to 20, llved there in
.1861. A decade later, there were 129 males, age 21 to

131, resultlng in a. difference of 74 males (see Table 8, -
[<4 ’,

Ri?e 40). The death rate for the 10 to 20 age group,

o . ’ e e ®
R

0

31 David’ Gagan and Herbert Mays, “Hastorlcal Demography _~;/,/,///’
. and Canadian Social History: Famllies and Land in Peel
, County, Ontario" Michael Horn and Ronald Sabourin, . ‘
o ~ eds., Studies in Cahadian Social History (Toronto, .
‘ 1974) ,  p. 109. .. , ' '
1 P _ s ,

32. Ibid., p. 109. -
33. Ibid., p. 111.
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ho%ﬂver, was calculated at NIL,(see Table 2, page 41).
Thus, a net migration of 54 males (36%) in the 10 to 20 aée
q%oup had occurred (see Table 10, page 42). Thé corres-

ponding losses for the 20 to 30, 30 to 40, 40°‘to 50, and-

50 to 60 age,giéups were: 83 (48%), 42 (37%), 23 (40%), and

LAY

A

14 (37%). As a result, out of 226 migrants, 179 (79%) were
under the qge'of‘40;' , '

Although‘the population of St. Jea;’showed a devline
of 8%'between 1861 (3317) ané i871,(30235, nonet#elgss,

a constant flow of people took place in and out of the
. ; - '

L1

community. St. Jean, for exampié, boasted 381 males,

aged 10 to 20,’in 1861. The followlng decade recorded
226 males in the 21 to 30 age groﬁp (see Table 11, page
44). The @iffétehce’wasAlSS males (see‘TgbleAli; page
45) . _Thgldeath rate for.tﬁe 10 to ZQ;ége group, however,

was 20.-males (see Table 13, pagew46). Net migration as

»~

a EEEEEE/EAS/IB§ males. (35%) in the 10 to 20 age group -

(see Table 14, page 47). 'The correspénding losses for the’

// 0
-34. The ﬁeath .rate for Poronto Gore was arrived at by
calculating the proportional death rates for the. .
10 to 20 age group in Port. Hope and Newcastle.:
. The average mortality rate was'then multiplied ten-
"Fbld to represént the death rate in Toronto Gore
' for the perjod 1861 to 1870. The death rate for
St. Jean was similarly established in conjunction o
with the mortality rates in Iberville and Chambly
Basin. Since the Census of 1861 was the only - ' -
source which provided the mortality rates for the /////
desired age groups, this method was adopted to .~
achieve a more reliable distribution in the death -
rate over a ten year period. In addition the age
groups in °“the Census of 1861 and in the Census of
1871 did not correspond exactly. Therefore, the .
migration statistics were only an approx%mation.

a
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. r .+ TABLE' 7 - (
AGE DISTRIBUTION OF MALES IN TORONTO GORE, 1861 and 1871. *
b . ' ] - ' ‘ )
. . K ". ' @
N = pumber of males in each age group. L
- " ) .
Jear " Age Group N N  Age Group. Year v
. B N . . ' \ . .
1861 . 10-20 203- — 129 - 21-31 ;871
.. 1861 20-30  170- 87 - 31-41 1871 4
T 1861 30-40 113 63 © 41-51 ' 1871,
.. 1861 S50-60 - 38 19 . 61-71 1873
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© + ' - ' NET DIFFERENCE IN THE NUMBER OF MALES IN TORONTO GOR§ SRR
' BETWEEN 1861 AND . 1871. . h , . . ,
< %t = net difference in each age.grpup. . .
A ! .
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. TABLE 9 _ . . \
. 4 o )
\ ' . " - v ' ' .
.  THE DEATH RATE FOR MALES IN TORONTO GORE BETWEEN
1861 AND 1B871. } : c
O o 5
‘ N = total number of male death's in eéach
' ) age group. . . .
{ -3 ot
. I 4 ‘ v o
Age Group . » L ‘N .
~N " T N ’ ’ N ) N '
/‘ . ! 10"20 ) . 3 & ' , 0 ,
. 20-30 .. - T ,' 0o
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¢ . . €

. . . \
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_(see Table 16, page 50). One of these was found in -

0 to 30, 30 to 40, and 40 to 50 age groups were 147

49%), 17 (11%), and 9 (8%). In the 50 to-60 age group,

a net ifnmigratj,on'of eight males (11%) occurred. Thus,

299 out of 308 emigrants (97%) were under the age jof 40. -

" - When the transients in St.. Jean were compared to the

transients in Toronto Gore,-two clear patterns emerged:

flrst, a larger, proportlon of male emlgrants (97%) to

(79%) under the ‘age of 40 mlgrated from St. JBan; second,

the level of transiency among'males, aged 30 to 40, 40 -

. . e, ;
to 50, and 50 to 60 was substantially higher in Toronto

"Gore. Thus, St. Jean appea{red to-have haé a high turn—[

over in population, particulariy among young people.

Unable to find much opportunity for employment, many

young people left for the 1ndu§tr-ia1 centers of the United

States .

<

For the young who remamed in St Jean, lxttle

alternative employement to service-oriented jObS existed.

) 'This conclusion was reinforced by the results in Table 15,
_ page 49, wh{xch indicated that roughly the same proportlon ,

'of sons Jrn Class I and IIX (38 9%), c ass III s (309, 1%) ’ and

Class, III.D (36.4%) . occupatlons pur$hed the same types
' |

{

of jobs as their fathers‘. Thé high=~/ roportion of sons

enterihg Class IV and Class "occupations underli"ned the

' -need’fo.rla continuéd supply of semi~skilled and unskilled

dlabour in the ‘town. ~ N
: f , A
. Among the 151 sons of French heads of household,

57. entered ti’ne same ,occtipa-tioqs as that of their fathers

"
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AGE DISTRIBUTION OF MALES IN ST. JEAN, 1861 AND 1871.
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- “ ‘ \, . ) - -
~ N = -number of males in each age group.
I vyt . , .
‘Year ge Group - g_ N - °'Age éroup: Year
1861 . 10-20 © 381 226 21-31 1871
‘ 1861 - ‘20-3¢ -+ 297, ' 150 " 31-41 1871
< " . .
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" THE DEATH.RATE FOR MALES I
} ‘ L 4

g - ‘N = ﬁotal number aof\male deaths in each age. .
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. "' EMIGHATION OF MALES FROM ST.JEAN BETWEEN 1861 AND 1871. -

| f | , . N = emigration in each age group. ;o '
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% - Class I, three in Class II, 18 in Class III.S, eight
; hS ‘ - { o
in Class III.D, two in Class III.C, five in Class IV, and

3

P

» ",19 in Class V. On.the other hand, 13 of.37 Irish-

Protestant and Dngllsh SCOttlSh sons entered the same .

occupations as their fathers. One. of these was in Class

;. I, one351’Class II, and 11 in Class III. Thus, 56% of all

the French sons followed their fathers' occupations in

the three—upper—elasses-while 100% of Irish-Protestant

and English—Scottieh'sone likewise entered their fathers'

fields.i This ‘pattern emphasized the disproportionately

high re resentatien\of Irish~Pretestant and English-

Scotti

I1I./ - ;

- Spme degree of oceupational mobilit§ appeared to
' take place in St. Jean. '0f the 204 50ns of heade of

aman

N .
household who were employed 129 entered an occupation

v ‘ ’ which differed from that of thelr fathers. Amonq these

— 129 sons, 77 entered occupatlonsgln the samne class as
thelr fathers, 34 went intd occupatlons in a higher class
‘than their fathers, and 18 found p051tlons in a lower

5 class than their fathers. Thus, 16.7% (34 of 204) showed

i

: . -~
an upward mobility and 8.8% (18 of 204) showed a downward
mobility. Particularlf*noteworthy Qeie\the ll-sons of

‘Class v 1abourers who entered the Class f&I S sector.

4

Despite‘the sllght degree of upward moblllty( the vast ’

' majority of French sons, whether they followed the same

occupations as their fathers or not, were confined to the

occupation holders in Class I, Class 11, and Class

T — S S e . T R TR T,



.. R
o LTI AR FIEEALTN . _
It s 0 S T L e

e s

-+
™

S P - TABLE 15

’ OCCUPATION AS THEIR FATHERS.
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/" . PN . LIS ’ c\
THE NUMBER ( IN PARENTHESIS ) AND PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION,.
BY CLASS, OF SONS OF ‘HEADS OF’ HOUSEHOLD WHO HAVE THE SAME
N = total number of employed sons ofsheads of .
household w1th1n each class. N ‘

‘Class I & II - 0 38.9 (1) - 18
Class III'S. 39.1 (25) " k4
Class III D. 36.4 (8) . }f T {22
' ! . -
 Class- III C. '20.4 (6) -, 30
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Class IV and Class V sectors of the economy. For these .

young sons, St. Jean offered little opportunity’for econo-

’

mic advancement. -

There was some evidence to. indicate a correlation

. between class and patterns of residence as well. The

majority of both elites, for example, lived and worked

»

SR . .
. in an ared@éf the town bounded by Richelieu, St. George,
f : ' w—t?

Grant, and St. Charles Streets (see Map A, page 28). While

it was clear that most of tﬁe major streetslin‘St. Jean -

IO N £ MG i S Jtlin o S 30 V. 3

the length of St. Jacques St;eet;

' . . \ A
demonstrated that all ethnic groups sheltered their kin.

housed occupation holdérs-of all classes, an analysis

of each census district reveéied that most members_bf

Class IV and Class V were concentrated in the area

bopn?ed by. St. Jacques;'Chgmplain, Longeuil (between-

St. Jacqués and St. Chzgles), Duchene, aﬁd St. Paul

streets (see Table 17, pége 53). ﬂSimiléfly, the Class III

oqcupétion héldefg congregated on' Richelieu, Champiain;

éna Jacques Cartier streets near the cente?'of town. A .

substantial'proportion of Class ?II,membérs also liyéd along

p .

Large household structure was a feature which

characterized upper .class households. Table lé,.bage.54,

thcb giveS‘the.proportion of‘houséhold; containing'lodgers,

kin, and servants indicated that a substantial préportion of

“all households, regardless of class, housed kin. A break-

down of households by ethnicity in Table 19,.page 55,

’

N

il e,



A high proportiomof all CIass T and Class II hou eholds
- sheltered lodgers (see Table 19, page 55). Of these 53-
/ hodseholds,.ZI(iS French, two Irish~-Protestant, three
'*Engiish, and one écottish)_had-lodgers.' Since é'check
lyf the parish records revealed that a substantial
'propoftien of‘all-lodgers Qefe, in fact, kin, one may

. conclude that the extended family appeared ;d be stronger

amohg’the upper class~househ01ds.

K

What motivated these families to take in tReir°Kkin?

-Since a large prop@rtion of Clhss I and Class II house-

»

holds contained servants (see Table 19, page 55), it was

unilkely that kin were brought into the household to

\\\ " take care of chi1drei;//lp/appéEEEETQEEerefore, that
™~ _strong kinship/ties’were the prime motive in maintaining

~

the extended famlly houshold Although onlf ten of 378

a

bt

wives in Class III, Class iv, end Class V were recorded,

in the Census as employed, it waS'possiblé that some
. 5 o
mothers worked on a part-time basis in the home or ‘in

domestic seFv1ce.' I1f this were true, then the motive

t

to bring in kin to help in theé house may. have been

stronger ameng married couples in the thnee lower classes.
dné must'assume, however, that stroni.kinship ties remained
the ﬁrime motive for sharing the lowes class households.

°

A strong relationship ‘emerged between class arnd the

"

employment of servants. A total o employed had

L6 R

isted in the Census as servants, ,

51 of whom'llved with thelr own families and presumably

workéd elsewhere. The other 44 servants 11ved in some-~

R —

v Al v H
\

. .
| e R G e " T T T e
Co BTN O T R A T e \fj\‘ﬁ‘f;iﬁ',} ‘W' g AL Ty
I U7 g3 ?

s




¢
¢

)z 2

2

(€2)9°ST

° -
(L) 8°L
(ZT)€°€T

(1) 2°et-

© (06)

—

(6T)6°0Z  (S6) 9°TE" (bT)8°LE

(9T)9°LT  <2T) 6°€ . 0
(e)1°8
(2)p°§
(S)S°ET

(9)9°9  (¥2) 6°L

S(PT) L°®

(s€)

(z2) 2'¢

GT)8¥%°91 9°TT

(L9TL . (ss) €8T (E)T'8
.o

. (16) " (tog) -

(D

() szt -~ naTTouCo T

)
<

(1) 2°% - .. urang’

v -uteTdweyd

v/
. / .

(1)
® .\ 7 .
(€) -8 -0z~ axe13IE) Senboer

ucmu&

¢s) 8°02..
(vz) N s

| ASSeT5’ | AL FSeT0  IIT 5SeT0 - II Sseld 1 ssel
N . ~
*SSeTo yoeoa, UTy3Tm pslordwe

A9 ATAOTANT

~

0 :
N - ’ - ° -

C . 2
jo. xaqumu Te}03 = N .

.

- - 1ATIS

40 NOIINGTMISIA FOVINIO¥IL ANY a.mHmmnazmmmm NI) YIEWAN FBIL

- lA ° - h
- - - - ) o .P
. : LT 3JTaYdL woN "
- . i b
. L . : b
> . k
3 ) >
B '
- .
-~
.- P -
-~ B
= >
R
i

mmnmmumw. .U.....u.,..

LY

o4

.
-

, -
Foad

.

- o

-

g wepes o giiiiae. an

«®




i/ ' 7 -54_— \
| | o .
l J / : v -
t L. . : . . , , _ . .
5‘ oo  TABLE 18 . S
[ ' . 3 ) . . . -
| L THE NUMBER (IN PARENTHESIS) AND PRPPORTION OF HOUSEHOLDS
I . BY CLASS WITH LODGERS, KIN, AND SERVANTS. . ' T
’ ' t . .. ‘ . ) ) ) . ;
o ' , .. N= total number of households within each class.
. , 4 ) ' . & .
o . Lodgers . +Kin . Servants
ALl (578) __ 18.9.(109) 9.3(54)  6.6(38)
. Class I ' (26) 46.2(12)  11.5(3) . 15.4(4)
Class II  (27) - 33.3(9)° 11.1(3). 5l<3;:f) |
| Class'III ' (263)  16.4(43) 9.5(25) © ~.  3.8110)
Class IV  (54) .. 22.2(12) 9.3(5) 5{6(3)‘
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.o ‘ TABLE 19 ‘
* - ' . ,\‘;f\. ) 1 .
. THE NUMBER (IN PARENTHESIS) AND PROPORTION OF HOUSEHOLDS
BY ETHNICITY WITH LODGERS, KIN, AND SERVANTS. -
B
N = total number of households within each ethnic
group, . ST ‘
LT T N - Lodgers. Kin Servants ]
All (578)  18.9(109). 9.3(54)  °  6.6(38)
) K . -
, French (433) 18.5(80)°  8.8(38) 6.0(26) \
tfish , (69) . © 1l7.4(12) 8.7(6) E o
, English .(45)  26.7(12)\ (5) .. 819 (4) | |
: ‘Scottish (22) .  18.2(4)  18.2(4) \ 9.1(2)
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body else’s household. Ameng the 44 'servants, 20

lived in 18 Class I and Class II households, 16

lived in ten Class ITII households,'and the remaining

_;elght lived in six Class IV and Class \Y households

(see Table 18, page 54). ‘ ‘ ., '
Until now, it has been assumed'that a servant,
who had'a surname, dlfferlng fron the surname of the -

-

head of the household, Wbrked and llved in. that house-

holds It~was—un%tkelyjthat~most—eiass*iv—ana“V‘hcﬁse*'

AN . S
holds could have aéforded thelr own servants. There- ,///

fore, it seemed probable that the elaht servants, who

'llved J.n Class IV and V households, were employed in

the 35 Class I and II hoyseholds which did not contain

resident Servants; The remalnlng 27 Class ., I and Class II
househclds may ‘have engaged dothestic help from the 51

" servants who lived in their own households. If each
1 . R / M .
Class I and Class II household hired ohe domestic, there -

would remain'the 24 of 51 servants who lived in their
‘'own households and the 16 servants who Iived jn the ten

- . . . ‘ ]
Class III households. The majority of the 40 servants

P

’

probably worked in the‘ﬁo;e prosperous Class III hodse—
holds. ' "‘ o 3
Of the four Class I households having serVanfs living -
‘ in, three were 'French and one wa Irlsh—Protestant. ‘Qf.
ghe 14.6;ass Ix households, nine were French %mo were
’”Irlsh-Cathqllcl one/was I;;sh—Protestent, and two wére' '

1 -

Scottish. Thus, o t of 53 ClaJs I and Class II

* . A . * “la .
\ . N PR AN A W &+
: . ~ ‘ay, -
. . . . S,

.
R R T e R T A Y L R T T U S — . _



"Table 18, page 54)' Whlle the employment oﬁ\servants .

‘within

f

I - 57 -

v . .'. L ¢ o
\ 1 B - '\." ‘ ’

households, 18/ (32.1)% had’servants living in (see -

I-\
N e

may have hanced the soc1al standlng of both elltes

he communlty, it may haVe also been an 1ndlcat6r

b
~

of t elr higher economic’ status. /?_'

Table 20, page 59, reVealed that/rrlsh and Engllsh-

Scottish families -of Class II1I, Claés Iv and Class V

were larger than ‘the families of the ¥ame ethnic groups

in -the upper classes. In additiéﬁ, French‘ahd Irish ./

. Ty T

BRI TS ST 0 N 3. 5 TR )

t

| h?use.'

#*
families of a%}/ézzgses were lq&ger than théir ‘English~ -

,Scottlsh counterpérts, f%F example, tpe French and Irish-
averaged 5.1 and 5.2 members per famiiy,§while the English=
o A : . :
Scottish averaged 4.1 members per, family. oL

In 1871, 474 married couples lived in St. Jean. All

» . [l

but 15 headed their.own households. For these 495 couples,

famlly size was an important factor in determlnlng whether
i

-a couple shared a house or not;  for example, 40.7% of all

4

chlldless?he;rled couples shared a house (see'Table 21, .
page 60). The corresponding figures for couples with ., =
one\child, Ewo or three. children, '‘and four or more ' e

#

children were 27.9%, 20.3%, and 12.8% respectively. For
T\Qroportion of couples the appearance of the -
. > -

thellargest

"4

first child determined when a ‘couple moved to their own

' 1
Class, aS'well as family sxze, may have influenced

houslng patterns. Although, 87.5%,of‘all Class 1 and

RN RS 20~ sl Wl
- . -



N 4

"Class 11 co:ples llved 1n a ‘-house of their own (see

.Table 22, e’ 61), a substaf\.\al number of ‘class III,

- Class IV, and Class V households also had their own

- houses (79.3%, 74.5%, and 73.3%). These lower class~ ’ ‘;

famil:.es were able to afford thelr own houses, in
part, due to the:.r chlldrens' \labour Between the
'ages of 13 and 15 18 8% of Class III and 31.3% of
Class I-V.boys were llVlng at home and working (see

o . a
Table 34, page 81). By age 16 to 18, 76.3% of Class -

L

III,'85 7% of Class IV and BU¥ of Class‘Q‘bgye were
llVlng at home and worklng. In the 13 to 15 age group,

50.0% of Clas's Iv gJ.rls were living at home and employed,

. while 17.5% and 73.1% of Class III and Class IV girls, |

aéed 16 . to 18, were living at home,and working- (see .

Table 36, —pac_;‘e 84). ‘Tl'le numoer of Cla{ss IV girls may

be accounted’for by the'larg'e number of.Fr,ench girls '

going into domestlc servlce. otlxer possible means of

br:.ngmg income 1nto the family existed as Well. Child-—

(‘ren_, who ‘Were recorded nelther as attendlng schopl nor
b

working, obably worked on a part-ta.me basis (see Graph 1, '

page 63)..:A large, proportlon (66%) of girls, .aged 16 to =

-

. 1% who fltted lnto this category may, for example, have

been part time domestics.

The e51dence patterns of w1dowéd people were s;mllar

’

to the ousxng patterng of 1g1arr1ed couples. A total of
. 146 w1d wed persons res:.dazi in St Jean. \In thlS group,
86 hea ed their own household, 29 lived as lodgers (most
q ,," . - o T 1\

\d
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of these were probably-kin), 12 lived. as kin, and two were
servants. Among the 70 widowed who had children, 62 cops
tinued to maintain their own household after thﬂ death. of
I

their. spouses, 14 of these took ih lodgers, and a further

three took in kin (see Table 23, page 64). Thus, there
A}

remained’53 widowed people who had children, but who did not

take 1§ any additional members into their household. Among
the 24 wldowed, who hejped their own household and had

no chlldren, ten took in lodgers and four took in kin. A

larger proportion of widowed people without cﬁildren than

those with children took additional members into the house-

hold. Thus, as was the case .with married couples, strong

klnshlp ties appeared to be the prime motive in malntalnlng

the extended famlly household

t,

A strong relatlonshlp appeared between class and

~

Ilterafy on one hand,.and ethn1c1ty gnd llteracy on the
other.{ Predrctably, the proportlon of those males over
20 who were unable to‘read was markedly higher among
rnéﬁuhskilled'00cupations (see Table 24, page 65). In
he 21 to30 age group, for eiaﬁple} 30% of Class IV ¢
RS

, ' %
50% of Class V males over 20 were unable to read.

| The correspondin& figures for Class I, II and III males

were NIL, 7.7%, and 5.2%. In the 51 to 60 age group,
the differences were even greater. While 38.3% of Class

IIT males, 37.5% of Qlats IV q@les; and 78.3% of Class \Y
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@ales over éO were,unable to read, no males were found
to be illiterate in‘CIass I and Class II. Thus; the
rate of illiteracy increased,not'only along classflines,
but also with age. ' Males, however, in the 61 to 65
agé group tended to have a lower rate of llllteracy
than those in the 51 to 60- age group. The lower rate ;
of }lllteracy could be explalned bylthe fact that 72.8%
of ali males in the 61 to 65 age grcup came from the three
lower classes. The corresbonding figure for'the 51 to 60
age group'was 55.6%.. '
'A large variation in iliiteracy rates al;c existed
am g'v ious ethnic groups (see Table 25, .page 67). In

t 21 to 30 age group, 19.3% of French males could not

read while no illiterates were found in the other ethnic

'groups in the same age bracket. The dlfferenceﬁ were

even more acute-in the 51 to 60 age group. Here 58.7% 4
of French males conld not read in comparison to NIL for
the other ethnic groups in the same age bracket. Thus,xi
the illiteracy rate was much higher among French males.
The same held true for the Irish—catholics. Among the
four Irish found tc be illiterate all were Catholicz--

oné from Class II, one from Class'IV, and two from Class

V. The two English males who were 1111terate came from

<

Class 1IV.
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o " those unable to write was higher than it was for those'

- The same patterns of 1111teracy taken on’ a class

’

"basis appeared to hold true for”pie women (see Table 26,

page 69). While all women, aged 21 to 30, in Class I

and Class~Ivaefe able to read, 6.3%, 22 6%, and 31 7%

were found to -be llllterate in Class III, IV, and V :es—

o
the illigeracy

peqtlvelyﬁ As was the case with the men,

-

increased with age until the 51 to 60 age group, and.

then dropped in the 1 to 65 age group. Here, too, all

.~ Class I and II women were literate while 27.6%, 42. 9%, ind

82.4% ln the lower classes could not read. When the

J '

literacy rates-for women were examined on an ethnic basis,

the same ethnic patterns appeared to hold true, although
a higher rate of illiteracj seemed to occur among Irish
women (see Table 27, page 70). - Out of a total of ten Irish )

women, -six were Irish-Catholic ~- two ' from Class III, two

from Class IV, and one.from Class V. The remaining four

were irish-Protestants, oheefrom Class III, ohe from

Class IV, .and ‘two from Class V.

-

When the literacy rates for males and females who.
were over 20 and unable to write were examined, the same.
patterns regarding class and ethnicit& applied (see Tables

The- proportion, however, of

) ]

28 to 31, pages 71-74).

24

who could not read In the 21 to 30 age groups, 1l5.4%

of males could not read, while 16.7% of the same group

i
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could not wrlte. For the males/between 31 and 40, 41

and 50, Sl and 60, '%d 61 and(€5 "the correspondlng

\ RN -
ratlos were - 70 4% to 23 0% 3 .6% to 37 0%, 41. 3%

o

to 44 5%, and ‘9 6% to 29. 6% (see Tables 24 and “8,

» - '

- pages 65 and 71). Similarly, in the case of women, ‘the’

'-'propdrt;on of those who wére Ynable tb write was greater

.
]

than the-prqpé;tionlef those unable to read. The cor-

. 3

. s
§espondiqg,ratios~of all the women were 11.8% to 19.9%,
20.3% to 32'1%, 26.6% to 39. 5%, 37- 7%/€o 48.4%, and 32.0%

to, 40. 0% (see Tables 26 and 30, peges 69 and 73§
' One approech whlch may have/ég;lalned the varying
llteracy rates among ethnlc Youps 1e:blved the exam<~ (
iﬁation ef-school attendance fecerds. Between the‘ages

\ . .

of sii to -ten, most boys regardless of 'ethnicity attende

-

school (sék:Graph 2, page‘ﬁs) The  attendance of the

combzned group of Irlsh, Scottish and Engllsh bed

was roughly equal to that of the French Canadlan bOys.'

‘When the boysr school attehdance‘was examlned from a

‘.

class perspectxve, similar results occurred (see Table

<

D

-

«

32. page 734 Between the ages of seven and nlne, for
eXample, all Class I and II boys ~96. 7% of Class I1Y
boys,,IOO%oof Class IV boys, and 90% of Class V boys
attended school.‘ The results were similar far; glrls
attendlng school (see Graph’3, page 78). Between the t

ages of 'six and 'sdven, the prq’brtlon of Irlsh, Scottish,.

anf’Engl sh gxrls attendlng school was below that of French
, 1e T i

. .
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glrls, but between the ages of seven and 11, attendance
DU ' was about the sane. A class pelspectlve ylelded similar

: ‘ results, for example, 90% of Class I and II girls, 83.3%

.

. of Class III girls, 86.7% of Class IV glrls, and 92.3t/2f

-~ n

Class V girls attended school fro&'the aqés of ven.

to nine (see Table 33 page 80)ﬂ

For the boys of 'all ethnic groups and in all classes, -

-l a sharp drop in:school attendance began.at the age of

ten. This drop; which quickly accelerated at the age

{ . P
f -

# . of 13, was reflected in- the increasing;prﬁbortions.of boys
r i . “ .’. . .. . - /
. in all age qroups going to work (see Table 34, page 81).

” , Although the percentage of boys aged:three to nlne

S attendlng schbol was hlgher than that of the girls, the
L ) ' /ziﬁ;s/appeared to'hgye stayed longer in school than,
f he boys.' This pattern GCCurred in all classes/and

[ o

in all ethnlc groups. Consequently,;}he drqp in attend-

o

‘l.

en, commenced for

.~ - ance, which began for the\bo}s'at
’ A
a sharp drop at 13 (see

R o " \the glrls at ll, and thenktoo

o ',.<Graphs 2 and 3, pages 76

nproportlons of glfis“’

d 78)« The ;nciea51ng
ployed between the ages of 13 to

A i 15 and 16 to 1l8,as An the case of the boys, did not

e

‘The only variation was a%ong‘

! L ﬂ lines where the Class IV domestlcs,.aged 13 to 15
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page 84). ~ }, /

~in his report for the year 1864-70:

‘35. Annual Report, pp.

Thus, the answers to the large variapibns in
literacy prébably did(Rot lie in school attendance

figures. ‘To test: other 90551b111t1es in determlnlng

varying literacy rates, the results on literacy in

~ the towh were EOmpared with the results taken in

the parfsh of St. Jean and in Newgast}e,'Ontarrq.

In the town of ‘St. Jean, 22.2% of all people, aged
2l 'to 65, were unable,tolread, and 29.1% were7upable
to wr;te. The corresponding flgures-forﬁkre parishl

were 26.7% and 43.0%. The reason for this discrepancy

. may have been due partly to school attendance, since

-49.6% of all’children in’the town, aged'three to 20

attended school, whlle the correspondlng proportion’ in

the parish was 33 6%. The schogl 1nspector for the

i

county of St. Jean, however, referred to another problem

q

“rThere exists another obstacle to general progress...

many fathers of fﬂmilies are forced to keep their:
children at home during'three or four months of .
each year, to, help them -in their field labours. The
children thus kept at home are generally the more’
aged and the most adVanced in thelr studies". '

_ The comparison of St. Jean with Newcastle was less

; favourable. In the Ontario town, less than 1% could not

\ "

Loy
N i
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i , read and less than 1% could nb!‘hrité. Moreover, 51.2%
of all chiléren ,aged three to 20, attended school.
', , Since the school’attendance flgures between S/ Jean

and Newcastle were roughly equal, the answer to the

qdestioh of differing literacy rates must lie e;sewhere.‘

.. One reason may have been the poor qpalit? of“ghe French

schools. The inspector reported: ) bt .

' "... that in many schools the writing leaves much
L " to be desired, which is ‘due to the want of the
L ' necessary materials. I have already several times
had to signalize this deplorable .fact and I thigk
would be advisable if the Commissioners were
obllged to furnish the puplls.gttendlng school .
with the necessary materlals " )

’ Another factor may have been the heavy prehominance ‘

of the French adult popdlation-in the lower classes. -

Within the French secter, a'sha}p gap appeared to exigt

) ) between the well edlcated French Canadian elite on one ' ,

hand and the vas majority of those in Classes IV ehd v

A

B ' (see E?ble 38, /page 88).. While only two Frénch;males
s, ’, ~ over %-in Class'I and II were found to be unable to
write, 51,723, and 73 were f%und in Class.IiI, Class Iﬁ,
sc¥f4»~i and Class V respectively. fWheArete of iliiteracy among.
the Eng;isﬂ, Scottish, and Irish-Proteeﬁants, on the other
hand, was extremely low. Out efua coﬁbineé total.ef 107 -

: ) males, only four ?3.7%) were unable to‘writeu

.o el oo i

'36.+Ibid., pp: 52-55 K A

— . ’ P ) ! 0 K
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Since the commercxal lJ.fe of the town was domlnat;ed

¢

by the Engllsh, and no’ large scale 1ndustr1allzatlon

existed, the French Canadlans found llttle opportunity

<

for'upward' mobility. ‘The incentives, therefqre, to .

-

acquire such skills as reading and writing wefe probably .

not as strong in the French co@ty as in -the 'Englis},,

.
. N .

. community.% . . e
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. S CONCLUSION T
f. . + This study has shown' the Canadian manuscript census . -
B PR . [ ' R f .
N _to be a highly valuable source for the study of social
class in ‘-':;: ariables sucn\és sex, age, place of - .

birth, religion, occupation, marital status, and iterac
~have proven highly accurate when tested against the -
. . S parish records. A comparison of the Census and the - -
j irectorx reveeled that the Directorx was ggperally N

o~ *

representative of the occupation force in St. Jean, except

-

for an overrepresentation of Class III.D and an under- .
representation of Class IV employed. Moreover, tﬁésa
employed heads of household found inm Class I, Class II,

@
and CIass III in‘the Census were more 1ikely to be .

“included in the D irectorx. The question of the 271 .
‘emplozyd who.appeared in the irectorzﬁnbutlnot in the ;l_“ﬁ N
Census, can only be resolved; by further’ research. o
=ens=ys
« During the peridd 1850 tb 1871, St. Jean was. ‘the
|

most important service center in the Richelieu Valley.

The expansion of the railways reinforced its predominance
0

'

as a\major regional center\by m’king st Jean a major
t \
transshipment point on. the‘Montreal-Boston and the

‘Montreal-New York axes. _This railway expansion did

not-appear'tb have stimulated anyleconomic'growth in
" the town or to have altered the occupational structure .
of thertown. By 1871, St.-Jean was‘still lacking mod~ - o

erate and large scale industry, as most people continued:

. .-4.' o ", ’ .
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N
-

to work in small workshop esta\lishments._ ‘

T~ As analysis of the census”aata revealed that ‘a dis- ;; ‘ "
proportionately highwpercentage of French Canadians and
Irish-Catholics held Class 1V and Class v occupations,

_— \ while the English-Scottish and Irish-Protestants were

overrepresented in Class I and Class II. In Class

III the French and Irish-Catholics dominated the dealer
" . ‘ \7

and skilled sectors while the énglish-Scottish and Ixish--

!

Protestants dominated ‘the clerical sector, Moreover,

“the 28 French heads of househeld in Class :ﬂand Class
II cOntrdlled the legal, religious, and medical profes—

sions while the 23 English~Soottish and Irish-ProtestantH*ﬁf>\\\

3
VAN B TSR N

heads of household in Class I -and Class II exexted an

overrid!ng influence upon the commercial life of- the '
/-
/
community. §

Since a larger percentage of heads of household in \&

B e U

Cl&g\/l and Clas\\II tobk\in lodgers (who were mostly
kih? and servants, the upper class households tended to s
be larger than the lower class households. With the
‘addition of kin, the extended family was, therefore,
stronger in Class,l and Clags II households.'

' Although & higher prooortion of Class I .and Class II°

married couples 1lived in their own house, many families o

in Class II: Class 1V, an@ Class \Y were similarly able . ,' 4
' to afford their own housesothroubh their childrens' B , o
labour,~ The death of a spouse did not appear.to,-:' ‘C: | o
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significantly affect residence patterns. Athe large ’ AN ")

.either an ‘artisan - or a member of the commercial class.-,' ufff

Or setvant. r )

were able to read and write.‘ This signalled the .
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majority of widowed people who had children;coﬁtkpued

. LR A A
to maintain théir’ own household without taking in lodgers - -
\_'\ . ‘ ' i : . b.\“. " . '°‘ :" ./ '— - v, .
or kin. . : ) .- ' : T
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~In 1871, an "average" French Cana&ian‘or-IrishJ3' LT

[

Cathollc fﬁmily included a head of household, who was l ;? ";fﬁ

/ x v

either an artisan, semi skilled or unskilled lgbourer, ;‘»I'L'

his wife, and three children. In OVer 33% of the. hOuseholds,D

there lived an additional member who was either a lodger‘ S
kin, or servant. An average English-Scottish,,or 1rish- ' '

Protestant . family included a head of househeld, who was e

—

his wife, and tmL children. In about\45% of theee-femilies,

an extra membar was bresent who was dither a lodger, kin

. . - ;
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Education, more than any other factof, pointed up -

and ethnic groups. ‘A significantly larger préportion of

»

adults, aged 21 to 65, who'were in Class I.and Class II

existance of a well~educated French professional class’

and English cdmmercial class. Similarly, ali-English" ¥ .

- , ' L o

Sccttish, and" Irish-Protestant adults -- in all classes =--

had a- higher rate of literacy than the Irish-Catholics

and. French Canadians. L R , '\f . . ’



Iin a 'town' whose commercial life was controlléd b

e N by the English,)French Caf)adlans found little motivation ,
B . S t;o acq‘ulre t'he basic s&ills necessary - to 1mprove their _

lot.

The 1ae:k of economlc opportunitylin .St.Jean: forced o s

«aa
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many of these ytpung famll:.es to migrate to the’ United c
. e States.
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: R APPENDIX A ) . -
, . | Gl .
LIST OF ENDIVIDUALS WHOSE OCCURATIONAL DESIGNATOR IN ..  °* -
- », THE CENSUS~AND IN THE PARISH REGISTERS DO NOT MATCH, o
AND THE TIME INTERVAL BETWEEN THE REGISTRATION OF .
OCCUPATIONS. t = _ .
v ‘ ' y )
B i ¢ “ ' N . ~
Census , Directory - 'Parish Time Interval
Labourer - . Bookstore’ 8 mo. ’
. s Employee
Carpenter - i ,Lab'ourer.p , 8 mo. ' 4
Furrier Furrier, Hatter 1 yr'
o _ Hatter . T : o
Updergaker \ — Entrepréneur .1%yr.
., . h [ .
. - L Merchant - : Tanner © 3 yrs. B -
ﬂf'\ Labourer . * - [T sailor 1 yr. ,
' . . - BTN
Man of Letters - \ ¢ m——" : 4 mo. .‘ .
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