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A ABSTRACT "

TELEVISION IMPACT ON ESXIMO PEOPLE OF CANADA

14 ' . 4 . )
¥ { » -~
‘..; 5

3 ~ Sheldon J. 0'Connell : ‘ ) i
_ )
This thesié is an 1nvestiga£16n into the impact of telévision
on the indigenous peopie of Frobisher Bay, N.W.T., after one
year of Frontier Television Service.

+ ‘s

A questionnaire was administered to heads 6f households in
the teleﬁisionnfommunity, and in Fort Chimo, Quebec; a non- x

television community. Significant differences in social be-

~haviour patterné between them are hypothesized as attributable

in part to the influence of television. it 1is shown that the

generqilknowledge level of both groups about Canadian and

-

Tcurrent' affairs is extremely low, and that the television . T
\ M -

communit& had tnot been signfficantly affected b& the medium as
. A -

a source .of ipformmtion.

Radio is perceived as the dominant source of information

in both communities primarily because of selected broadcasts
' < 1§ ) : . i

in the Eskimo language. It is anticipated that this domin-

-~ ance will decrease with the extension of full television
N ' * .
service relayed via satellite ANIK 1. Further research is

recommended to as%ess developmental effects. -
: L 1
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L . ‘ ‘ , )
- . : s Background to Study |

Development of the CBC Northern Service

|
!
v o ‘ e ' \

N - / ..

In 1938 legislétlbn was passed by the Govermment of Canad!a
s . . {
ena®1ling the Canadian Broadcasting“Corporation (C§C) to |
extend its radio facilities-to the arxctic }nd sub-arctic cox;n~ )

‘ munities of the Yukon and Northwest Territaries tfxr‘ough the}

o ; :“
creation of the CBC Northern Service. Hadio'stations were, <18
- - . ! '

subsequently established in sijx of the largesf nortihern

communities: , ¥hitehorse, Yukon Territory; ~ Yellowknife -and

[

&

Inuvik in thevﬁc’}rthwq\st Territories; Fort Chdrchill located

3

, ) / . .
on/ the Hudsom Bay, Manitoba; Goose Bay, Labrador ll\and

) '2 . ’
Frobisher Bay in the eastern arctid. - ; ,

1
t

/ o] The CBC northiern radio stations origimally. rece‘i‘ ed wveekly ° ‘ \

program shi,pinents’ of tape recorded netwogk programs, for . .

rebroadcast on a two-week delay basis. “ The progr s were .

L]

b edited in the prtduction center of the Nog‘theru Shortwave

!
!

Service in Montreal, P.Q., where topical reférehce to times, .

‘dates and evenls were removed Sefore shipment. \ In addition

to supplied’ programs, the northern statiorns develop\ad pro-
' | L 4
N grams of interest to their particular communities, l,such as '

. , 1
“local interviews and discussions and recorded music|programs. -

0y

‘L ) . . ? “’ﬁ * ~¢ °
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- !

National news broadcasts emanating from the CBC Ndrthern

Service Shortwave facilities located at Sackville, N.B., or °

- - I3

froﬁ medium wave 'outside CBC stations'; were then relayed -
, . - D
through crystil calibrated receivers at northern stations. o

When reception_was hazardous due Lo ionospheric conditions

[ ¢ H

and various forms of 'signal %nterfereﬁce,.station employées I

recordedy transcribed and reread .newscasts, '

[

' - . i

,» “During the late 1960's and early 1970's, radio communica-

. —— . .ot

tions to Chna‘ 's north greatly improvea with the establish-

- -

ment of landlines and subsequent conneéctions to '1ive’
' > , ’ -
network service for all CBC northern stations, with the
’ . \ 2 o
exception of’ Frobisher Bay, the predominantly Eskimo com-

munity in flle eastern arctic, which began to receive CBC e

'ﬂetwork Programs by weekly shipments in February 1961. -In .

common .with the other northern stafions, reéqrded network

' programs were augmented with locally produced progf&ms, time
and weatheT ‘information and community interést repgorts.
. n w / .
! S~
Employees for this station were drawn from southern Canadian

cities at the beginnini of the station's development, although f;
~ attempts ‘were constantly made to employ Es¥imo persons as
local broadcasters in order to properly reflect the community

. . -
and involve d1tls people ih“proadcasting.

. ™ ‘ T ! -
When this reésearch was conducted, most ®f the Frobisher

Bay radio stﬁtion employees were Eskimo and much of the’
, community radio programming complemented the English' language-

b

S 4 * ¢

.
' . ' . C\\(\ N , « 7 -
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‘National news broadcasts emanating from the CBCPNorthern -

\

. .Service Shortwave facilities located ht‘Sackville, N.B., or

3

from medium wave 'outside CBC stations',nwere then relayed’

through crystal calibrated receivbrs at northern statiops

When reception was hazardous due to ionospheric conditions -

and varxous forms of signal interierence _statioqdemployees

recorded transcribed and rerea newscasts . >

< -

¢ ~
"\

During the late 1960 and early 1970' s, radic communxca—
t1ons ta Canada's north gveatly 1mprovéo with the establlsh-

ment of landllnés and subsequent connections to 'liveL

network %grvxce for all CBC.narthern stations, with the

1 ‘ . ) .
exception of Frobisher Bay, the predominantly Eskimo com-

! munity in the qaétérn.arcficy‘which began to .receive CBC

2

“petwork4progréms by weekly shipments in February 1961: In

¥
common with the other northern stations, recorded network

programs were augmented witih locally prodhced programs, time
and weather information and cémmunity interest reports.
Employees fbr this station were drawq,frOﬂ’sothern Canadian
cities ;t the begi&ning of the station's development,'although

attempts were constantly made to employ Eskimo peréoné as

T

"local broadcasters'iw order to properly reflect the community

and.gnvolve ils people in broadcasting. .

. «

When this research was conducted, most of the Frobisher

e

Bay radio station employees were Eskimo and much of the

community radio programming éomplemented the English language
* - L4

<

o




" .. ,
character of the CBC radio nétwork programs. But in:

’

January 1972, a new element came intg (he communications *

3

life and experience of the arctic community — Television

4 ¥

‘ -
M -
RS

was introduced "to the people of Frobi%her\Bay o

, o <% .
The Frontier Television Service of the CBC was a daily

four heur, 7.00 p.ﬁ.to 11.00 p.m., telecast selected for

4

- distribution across northern SettIements on a videotape delay
ber;fce. Althougg Cagadian television service was twenty ‘

years old inqe912 it made its first appearance 1n January
5
1972 in a settlement, which, before thHen, relied exclusively

.on shortwave news and delayed network radio program fecordings

oquedio. 'Televisioy was not a new experience td other

£ . .
northern communitiesg whicly for a year or more had received

Frontier TelevisiOn, Service, but it was the first time in

Canadian history thei’felegisloq,had reacbe& into a pre-_

dominagtly Eskimo community where viewers had 1little or no

understanding of the lsaguage of the medium.

N ¢

N
'J v -
. .

The western-arctic‘settlemen¢ of Inuvik, N.W.T. adapted
read&%zﬁbnoggh to television service since most Eskimo
viewers in the Mackenzie Delta region of the Northwest

. . N
Territories, had lost their original language andfhsed Engligh

4

-

as the language of communication. " In the Yukon Territory .
and other settilements of the Canadiah north, the availability

of a daily four hour program flow of representative Canadian

television programs was welconed. Few*objections were

-
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X

' people who could not understand the language and were un-

-télevisron. s

& : . 3

' } P , -
N o
' ) a . ., . s
°

raised to the accessabklipy~of television, even on é greatly

s

“delayed Viewing basis. But concerned noftherher? and -

’
s

" hative associations expréﬂsed\fear about the impact of dramas

s r
and documentaries, situation commedies and sdtirical programs

whiech are so much a part of the Canadian consciousness, on a

familiar with the'visual elements. of Canadian and American

3 "
In Frobisher;Bay, television service provided sharp contrast !
to radio programming, not~6n1y'1h 1ts primary language but in g
M . 4

the sub-language of pictorial expression in drama, news and

documentaries (Debes, 1968).

Purpose of the Study

' & ©
This thesis explores the impact of television on Eskimo
people in the Canadian arctic community of Frobisher Bay,
G

N.W.T, bFor one year, the native people of.that com@unity

received a four hour daily television service on videotape
- .

pro&ided by the CBC Frontier Television Service. Repre-

. i

senc.ative English network television Trogramming scheduled

L faln

in the Frontier Television Service ranged from the Wonderful" \ :
w°r1d*§} Disney to situation cqmedies and docwmentaries g
(Appendix C). . a
- The Eskimo people of Fort Chimo in arctic Quebec had no v ]

) -
. ' 3 .

c
,
»
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television viewing'experience. The population o; Ffobisper \
“ Bay 1s compared to a. control popuiation of fort Chimo

through Eskimo language questionnaires administere&\in both ‘

communities . on questions of attigude, general knowléage,

information source - importance and social/personal behaviour

patterns.

The present study designed to evaluatr the impact of ™

¢eievision transmission on a Canadian Eskimo population,
takes four different approaches:
'{;f Social impact as defined in terms of differences in
soclial/personal behaviour patterns. ' hd N,
2) Information gained with respecf 29 international,
national and local/regional issues.
3) ;nformation.attitude differences with respect to

/ “

international, national ahd local/regional issues. i

4) Informationql source impact as defined in terms of
;1mportan6e.

Significance of the Study | , -

: A

The significance of the research may be bonsideréi\:fom ¢ -

many polnts of view. In the first instance, there 13 the 5
thrust from an "information poor" environment to an "infor- .
mation rich" enviromment; coupled with the 1ﬁmed1aéy effects

,

of television content and the simultaneous participation in

.
Bt T > TUIN

internaé?onal/national events. In a&&ition, the effect of

IR o

=]
.



the television portrayal of an advanced fechne}ogicalvsociety

. as reflectéd in its dramatic series, variely apd musical

shows, documenfary films and commercials, provided opport-
2 * ¢ '

unity for deeper exgmination of the effect that may be

experienced orn a virtually unexposed element of,Canadiaq

society. . ..’ ’ o

The author of'this study admits to a prelimidar§'bias
weighted toward. positive benefits anticipateé as leading
from exposure to television in all of 1its alleged dLstortions
and plasticity. This point of view may provmde answering
balance to the concern often expressed by non-Eskimo people
about the medium's preemption of traditional cultural values
and unworthy substitutions in their place. An indigenous
population such as that which exists in the Canadian north
and among nations and people in transition may be prepared
to deal more vigorously with pe;ceived needs in social or

>

economic environments by observing 'significant others'
R .

interacting in similar condition;: Such a yield would seem

generally beneficial as opposed to the)cultural genocide

predicted as leading from teleVision.: *

. A comment of one of Phé Eskimo interviewers on 'the general

question of whether television is good or:bad for»gpe {nuit

(Eskimo\yeople) introduces an exeminqtion'of ;elatea studies:
White people are opposed to television in the e

north because they feel that the-gullure of !
the‘Eskfmo people is going*to disappear much

/ N . " , .




)

,quicker, than it would if they had no . .

television. There is no comparison between

the way the people lived twenty years ago and :

the way they live now. There is Such drasiic . :..:

change, they don't know how to react to it. : .

Judging from the interviews I.did, the Eskimo
. people are not opposed to television, in some

ways, it might.belp them. (Otis, 1973).

o
3 [ . "
4 .

o g W T
.

1F .

Related Research

R Ad L Ad

As preparation for the nresgnt study, a Ppreliminary investi-

gation was made of related studies into the effects of

-p—

television on the peoples of South America, China, Japan, -y
~Africa and Italy. These have provided helpful information, .
"although only surface comparisons may be madeﬁ given the

unique conditions of the environment, language and cultural -

tradition in which telev151on was experienced and its -

0
+

effects ;/nlized in Canadian arctic regions. : *

]

A small farm settlement in southern Italy, Basilicata, was §

' chosen for a study on' the impact of television on the yodng
and old in thdat community. The survey was drawn from a

group of transplanted and under-privileged “people lacking S .

B

old or new traditions; not unlike conditions that’ obtain . . .

among Eskimo people ln the two northern Canada research

a

communities.  In the Italian study:

’

- i . It Sas found that older people, illiterate .' .
in both oral and written Italian, insulated A . f
themselves against the potentially disturb- e -

- ing imageyp of televisiop by assuming an ;

.- ' \ attitude of psycholoyical detachment. .What

[ » L ’ A}
. ¥ .
° d . " -



5 o
W5 -

went on "out there" in "modern'" times had .
nothing to do with thelir own lives. The
young, the more vulnerable to television,
. sought to integrate the secular values of o
o the urban culture into.their personal out-

look on life (Lydia DeRita, 1964, p. 145).

[N

s \ ~
P

“

/ . L’
‘Do'theﬂvarious forms of'technical and artistic excellence 7

in music, engineering, dééign,uperfo}mance and story telling

2&epicted on television enéourage or inhi®it traditional ‘ .

{
cultural expression? ..The Northwest Territories is noted s

for the creative activities of Eskimo people in sculpture,
ceramics, stone prints and painting. Frgbisher Bay claims . -

a great number of artists and carvers, while'Fort Chimo is -

aoted for its various handicraft-activities based on f41lk h

»

1)

stories and myths. .

\ . N § .
e )

A study of the impact of television in Japan (Furu, 1962) .
) ' ” B . R L
found little significant reduction or change in artistic

- expression because of téig

ision viewing, althqﬁgh the study

was confined to children in n ghbouring communities having -

’, %

search populations in the

'

bnly slight correspondence to.r

Canadian nd{th. " In contrast to the Furu study, a British

papeér (Belson, 1939) implied’t at viewefs’acﬁﬁire aﬂdifiohgl
oexpressions and.mannerisms th,ougﬁ/e;posurexto %elevisioh.

The rebori also noted:tha;'v{gwérs stof§};p certaén itgms.of
information.without‘seeking,them} aqd‘are more l;kély to pay

atte;tion“and retain some fact or. behaviours new to their

. experience, a form of passive learning which could lead to,

t e
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further artistic expeximpntatio? anq expres;js;.
; N .
What ﬁay be the impact of television on those who watch

prograﬁs which have no‘cultural identification for them, and
are in a différent language? This question brings us close
to the situatién which prevailed i; the Canadian afcfic~and

. to a people pot¢a for visual literatcy, historicali} based i;N .
traditional pursuits of hunting and trapping but unable to
understand the langwage of the television service, Will the

effect of"television on original people of the north be the ' .

- L s e v

cultural genocide that some have'predicted?

: The study pof the impact of American television programs on 14
the children of Formosa (Tsai, 1970) showed that exposure to . .

‘'subjects on American TV did not influence the children's

fundamental attitude to their own culiure. When the new SN
views ran counter to the children's central beiief, the new . E
views were simply rejected.’ Formosan children Léck the /
attitude that American programs presenting values conErary ‘ &
to their own fell into the fantasy area. It was expected

that Formosa& children watching television might form T ?fi - ;{
favourable .attitudes towar& Americaﬁ-culture and less . SR
favourable attitudes toward their own ¢ulture, a concern \

often expressed for the Canadian northern television. . i

expeﬁience.

i N
{,A ploneer experiment into the impact of television on 100

“




N

vilfﬁgers ia ‘the Nigerian settlement.of Yoruba (Rimerman,
1903) also considered the possibility of cuitural displace-

ment léading from sustained exposure 1o the medium. Only

slight ‘comparisons can be made with the Canadian arctic‘study:v

primarily because the Yoruban villagers grouped about a .

public community set where their reactions were observed,
but there are some general similarities in their responses,

Exceptional enthusiasm was noted at the bégiﬁning of

western style programs as a type of 1mmédiate event which
seemed to form the greatest acceptance, for,.'Nigerians are

highly excitable people, and enjby the vicarious experience

of watching a hard fight". North American television pré-

ducers have long known'of this characteristic awong viewers.

Confact sports which occupy so much'televisionzprogram time
may be a further example of the ways in which viewers'share‘

vidariously in the televised action. Pérhaps of yreater

N ! . £
relevance was th® observation that‘She YLruba villagers
) )

were quicy to recognize the "good and bad" roles in
* .
"westerns", although they could not understand the actors'
#
languaye. '

]

~ .
Rimerman (1963) made the further point that "news programs

v

~

[4

occupy a close pqsition in appeal, as all over the world
peéple'likq to see and hear events of their immgdiate-
iocéle":€ The pioneer siudy of impact of television in the
ﬁigerian settlemént found it significant that when ldcal

b .
people, hunts and landmarks were seen via the receivers,

>, . . : '

a

o

T

e
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\\ . '
*an overwhelming cheer contltinued during the entire stdry,
l ~ -
and so lonL afterwards, it ,was impossible to hear the news-{; .
' .

‘caster" (pi\22). o , I

\
< ; ‘\ Y
Visual information presented in-a new form through #¥le- *
vision may nét\lead to'a change in attitude, but, as'W1lliam

A}per and Thong iseldy pointed out in their work on "Impact

'

of Information T ﬁnsmission Through TV" (1909), attitude "

change is improbaﬁle without any input 6f information: \\< :
N ' N ‘\ i 1 “ N - \
' The clear story of TV violence is not.that
‘a new generation 1is more violen , but that
"~ the new generation knows more vi lence.

-, The political consequence of this\may -be
5 called what some call good e.g. pacifist,.
: - . Television has taught our ‘society
needs to know\to have attitudes on

only elicit 'dep't‘knows' (p. 562).

‘a

Direct comparisons betwee:\Ghe indigenous people‘\of the \\

preparation or relevance to local conditions.

Populations\in the current study do not have an agrarian

\
tradition. The living hablts and socio/physical environ-
v * Ky
ment of the\Inuit are vastly different from that of the - !
peasant or tribal societies'of develoﬁ}ng couptries in 7

thought, speé\in and cultural tradition. . Tt is suggested
ina

that the. ori people of the wnorth represént a distinct



'

. element of Capadiaﬁ society which before the advent of

;rontier”Teievision Sgrvice had no experience Qi;@ the

\

medium.
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'J{under study are degsignated: (1) Partial Television,

questions werée verigied and checked for ambiguity and

- v - Kethodology - ’ a 2 ,
N - [ P ! B

> ‘ /
For the purpose of identificafibn, the two Bopur;:igns . :

-~
cov verey
A

N . .
Frobisher Bay; and (2) .Non-TeleviSign Fort Chimo, With-

o

in the Partial TeleVision community, a’ sampling of 131 out

\\ -
of a total pOpulation of 200 Eskimo heads of households were ;

N

gurveyed beginning in February 1973 through a pretested . . ) }R
q ~

inxerview questionnaire. in the NoniTelevision community ' .

1)

.oi Fort Chlmo, 84 out of a total population of 96 heads of

households were surveyed in mid-July 1973. All heads of

)

households could not be included because of illness or

seasonal absence on hunting or fishing expeditions.
. - , a»
Interviews were conducted by &4skimo people native to or
) ? .,

familiar with the study areas and lpcal dialects. For
purposes of égpipi;tration, the quéstionnaire“was~translated‘
into regional dialects and the responses translétéﬁ simult-
aneously into #nglish for content énalysis and coding,<All

syntactical construction by experienced %iskimo translators.

i
|
|

v

The translation into syllabic script was undertaken and

verified by the same personnel. The questionnaires were

then taken into Fort Chimo and Frobisher Bay ready for .« :

. L)
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adm;nistfation. Upon completion of each ipterview, respond-

|
ents were presented with.an attractive lapel pin, a miniature

<

ARIV, the communications satellite., - Permi{ssion to repro- -

duce\fhe,three-dimensionai souvenir pins was obtained from
g * :

Telesat. Canada. .

ot .

Develdpment of the survey questionnaire took into account
- .

“the waﬁjln which indigenous people perceive and deal with fhéir
own environment. Respondents were eﬁcoufaged to formulate

answers to open end questions. But the native person:

¢
+

’ talks concretely, his vocabulary being more

\}gsuitable for descriptive -narrative than for
the expression of abstract ideas. Abstract
terms are indeed rare ... their meditations
.tended to revolve around concrete things . and
their 1language reflected the concreteness of
“their thoughts (Jenness, 1953, p. 23). '

-~
.

! - . ‘
Many participants, asﬁggrwhat they normally do during the day,

replied that they do what needs to be done and identified
favorice radio programs as those they listen to morelkﬁan

. others.” Some' quéried for radio listening habits stated that
they listen when there is something they like to hear.  An
aged respondent asked where he would go if he were free‘to-

‘ travel where he wished: replied empﬁatically that he goes
where he wishes. Questioﬁs reflected the understanding of
the respondenté' frame of reference. . Fof exéméie, non—natiye
persons who live in the north refer to the soﬁth as '6utside‘.

. The Eskimo refers to it as "the 'white-man's' land". Inter-

viewers made this and other distinctions. The selection of

.~ 4 .
A
. 1
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survey personnel on the basis of fluedcy in

the Eskimo language
r P
was: 0of essential importance. . . ) )

Questionnaire

/ ’ . ' ’ a
A pretest of the questionnaire was made in January 1973 at ’ :
Q * /

Fort Chimo when an Eskimo speaking interviewer went into the ik
community to conduct a sa;pling of approximately 40 heads of ‘~ . g
households. On the pasis éf respgnées, the questionnaire w;; {
revtsed‘andxponsiderébly lengthened (Abpendix A). Various v f.

considerations entered into the final preparation of the

questionnaire._ It was necessary to eétablish a base llne of - éx
world understanding a&h‘news coqcepts and of beliefs‘and
attitudes held by a people separated only by a television ' K
viewid% experience to later consider the significance of '
differences in viewpoints between respondents in the Partial

Television community of Frobisher Bay wifh those in the Non-

Television community of Fort Chimo.

Pre-testing conditions were hazardous because of the arctic

cold ahd New Year gaiety ‘'of respondents who wanted the inter- 7.
- i
[ g )
viewer to join thelr gatherings. The interviewer prudently

brught her grandmother along and the two set out on snow-

mobile to conduct the prgtest.
\

) ’ -]

Administration of the Questionnaire

.- The researcher went into the eastern arctic to meet wygh



“them made the admonition a necqssaiy and, ultimately, a helpful .

. »

i " ' bl @ ".
Bskimo speaking interviewers and organize the Survey in
February 1973, when‘sﬁbke fgom settlement‘Chimneys funneledlinfo
arctic night temperatures of forty below zero. Several. can-
vassers, glven Lhe opportunity to work on the survey, declined

g . o .

afteﬂ/one or more experiences, -because of the bitter cold and

’

the time needed to explore the variouquﬁestidns.,' This was due
in part to the culturai expebtation:that, when visitihgj one -~
must (irst,enQque after and shake-hands?#ith each member of che
family, drink‘tea and somewhat obliqueiy arrive at the purpose
of the visit; precisé enquiry into cémmunications sources,
listening, viewing practices of heads of households. There

was a natural reluctance to aék for ihfprmation that mightﬁseem
probing and impertinent. The survey movea slowl& from the # s
outset. It was necessary to assure the interviewers that they

were not obX¥ped to ask questioSs about which theiﬁﬁelt any

e barrﬁésment and that 1f they believed a respondent might be‘ ‘.

offended by a particular question, the questiéi -must not ‘be .

- asked. ° .

} . .
.zhis may seem an unscientific approach to population sampling

uq )factors in the relationship between young interviewers and

oléer people and the cultural differences that existed between

J . N J
one, A few quest%onnaires, self-administered by the respond- ////

ents, had to be redone.., It was not the intention of the 7)//

o v
researcher, but inevitable, that some young people eﬁg&ged in

the study, wediy of the time needed for discussions, nerely

] A}

i

-~ -
s i T
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ushed a copy of the Eskimo syllabic form unde{ the door of a-
few hopes ane returned hopefully to pick up completed question-

naires. " This happened 6n§five ocgasions. The respondents

,,’-..I L]

followed the questionnaire formg in a(limitea Xay wi thout
. - 4 ’ .
assistance., When readministered by a follow-up interﬁiewer, it >

©

was found that many of the cearlier responses were unchangéd.

‘ ' . =
This would imply that the structuring of the quwé€stions in Eskimo
syllabic script was faithful to the intention of. the study
| project. éﬂ .
- ‘\ ﬁ;}‘,
One major difficulty in the unaided questiponnaires was the
need to reconq}le differenses in dialector accent when questions
y -
did not easily transpose from the phonefics of syllabic script
' &
to that of the respondent.- Several homesteaders from distant
camps and villages have settled i'n Frobisher Bay. Their
| * slight differences in accent or dialect could greatly handicas ‘
| .
i} researchers attempting to obtain information through a mailled
| \questionnaire.
|
*  Population and Sample Frobisher ‘Bay, N.¥W.T. )
‘ 3
In 1576, lartin Frobisher explored his Bay on -
r Baffin Island which he then thought vas a strait. e
In 1880 Britain handed over possession rights of
Baffin Island to the young Domirion of”Canada.
Before the nineteenth century, the native Hy)
population was living in scattered hunting cour-
‘ munities along the entire southern and eastern
coasts, Some iron goods were introduced into the
. culture of the stone age Eskimo of_ this area;
otherwise their life went:.on as it had for centur-
ies - sealing: ginter and summer on the coasts,
: late summer: caribou hunts inland, fishing in the
. . occagional gjood ‘rivers, some times plenty, often -
l"'/ -
s . . |
N 'S . i - 1




the traditional lifestyle of Eskimo peéple.

" :f v - .
starvation. "\ Although life was simple and white

. man's diseaséds not introduced, scarcity, death
and sorrow wé;e never far away from the inhabit-
ants of Baffin Island (Baird, 1967). /

’

o
[}

-In 1973, there wag little, in Frobisher Bay characteristic of
Heads of éousehol&s
egjoyed hun€§ng and fishing‘periodically but there were few
trilbs of th;~f;rmer nomadic 11fest§1e of the pqople. A number

passed since’ those earlier -times when the people of

alleged to have been‘a happy and self—suffihient

population, The:.population was generally sedentary and mostly

depéndent on social assistance in a community newly rich in

television information ;?ﬁ)depiction of other life options.

At the time of the study, the researcher observed that Fro- .

Jbisher Bay divided into five principal areas. £ Row housing

district consisted of identical residences easily accessible
to canvassers and a most attractive shelter against the arctic

cold. The community of Ikaluit had shall homes, 812 square

PN

feef in area, which represented %ﬁe most common form of resid-

ence for native people. There was a Beach area where gales '

whipped the y into a frenzy and provided blue/white ridges

e

of snow ipfo which were nestled tiny plywood homes, displaying

¢
snowmobilds at entrance sher. The principal section was the

lBase where integraf%d government subsidized~“and fully serviced

&
residences were availahle to both native and non-native persons
employed by either the térritorial or federal governments.

. : )
Apex, five miles h;stant, was notable for its 'rigid frame'

-

L)
- L4

L
e
3
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homes resembling wooden tents, designed ko resist the driving
_snow and wind. Cccupants of this type of home In Apex were ’
encouraged to relocate in the upper Frobisher Bay area. This ™

was made effectively possible by government transport which

towed the homes up five miles of winding road to the Base. Fist-

~ o

sized gravel on connecting roads made walking and driving

perilous as Hondas, Susukis and skidoos buzzed through the

settlements. 4

/ .

-

A significant part of the Base was the 'high-rise' hotel and

apartment complex which included such ground level amenities as

o

e
swimming pool, shopping mall, groceteria and boutiques of various .

kinds ?ivalling'downtown Ottawa in traffic-~free promenades within

a cdnfined micro-block. A concerned settlement council decided

4]
against placing benches along the promenades and so the young

- \
ot very old slumped against the walls or sprawled along the
{ .

walkway for 'warmth or Lo watch the activities of other people.

&

o

Population and Sample Fort Chimgp, Quebec }

-
In 1837, John lcLean arrived to take‘ghafge.of the post which

is known as Fort Chimo. He described it in his journal:

o
P

. situated,in latitude 59°28', standing on the
east bank of Soutl River, about thirty miles
distant from the /Sea, surrounded by a country
that presents a complete a picture of desola-

. - tion as can be imagined;/ moss-covered rocks

‘without vegetation and thout verclure, con-

stitute the cheerless lapdscape that greéets

the eye in every direction (Smith 1967).

o

.
.

4

.
.~
]
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Later, 1n‘1867, Hudson Bay trader, Joseph MacPherson, then in

charge of Fort Chimo, also kept an account of activities in this
, .

established bost:

The storm increased duringz the night making
comfortable little snowbanks in diverse places
within our dqel%ing wherever an air hole
appeared to' be.  -Everything crisp and crackling
-with frost, our very dogs are yellinz with the
cold and water freezing alongside our stoves
filled  with firewood. The idea of three months

¢ ¢
more of such weather not very cheering ... last :
of the old year, no abatement of the cold. Men . ¢
hauling home firewood and we burn it, as fast as . -

"they can bring it. (Smith 1967).

-

©

Frost-etched descriptions of Fort Chimo provide chilling

gylimpses of history not shared by those who visited the settle- xR

»

ment in twentieth century wihters when oil heaters kept indoor
’, . ~

I noticed while visiting the homes to do the
interviews, that they were so hot I could
barely stand it; the heat in those homes.

In the winter when the wind blows and temp-
eratures .in the homes goes right down,

instead of jumping up and down to adjust the
heat, they keep it up no matter how hot it
gets to allow for sudden drops. (Otis, 1973).

[ temperatures suffocatingly high:
|
\

Fort Chimo has undergone considerable change since the early
' days of trade, but in 1973, it continued to be an isolated 3
commﬁnity in terms of communication input. The only access to
news or. program information was from the Radio Canada northern /

shortwave service. anosphefic and other propagation con-

ditions greatly affected the reliability 9f sﬁgrtwave recep-

tion. There was no 6ther source of infofmafion available to

~ -
N—— ) -

J
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. ) | . . . e
listeners.in the community. .Both Frobisher Bay and Fort Chimo

. . 21

-were dependent on the same transmissidns of national news

=

. = N .
broadcasts by shortwave during the year that Frontier Tele-

vision Service was introduced to Frobisher Bay. As ?abie

b

indicates, the_reception conditions were almost identiéal in
- . ' /

both communities. ©Other communications contact with Fort
y . 5
Chimo was '‘by radio telephone, difficult'tq arragnge and uncer-

tain in trapsmission. For the purposes of this research, the
Fort Chimo pqpulation was considered as the control' group,

without television, the indebendent‘variablé of experimental

1
v

treatment. - ’ ' .
TABLE 1
RECEPTION SUMMARY OF CBC NORTHERN |
CANADA SHORTYAVE SERVICE-SUMMER 1972
Period (GNT) 'Freq. ~ Area ' May Jun; July Aug.
(kHz) . .
1055-1215 11720 1 Frobisher F/G F/G F/G F
3 Fort Chimo F/G F/G F/G F/G
9625 1.Frobisher G F/G F/G 'F/G
" ~ 3 Fort Chimo F/G F/G F/G F/G
r'd i
1515-1530 & 10315 1 Frobisher F F/G F/G F F
1630-1700 3 Fort Chimo F F/G F F F
11720 1 Frobisher. YF/G F/G F/G F F/G
3 Fort Chimo F F F F F
'2158-2250 { %855 1 Frobisher F F F F F
3 Fort Chimo F F F P ., F
,11720 1 Frobisher F F F/G F F -
3 Fort Chimo P/F F F P P/F
N Y
F - Fair .
G -~ Good’ ' *
P - Poor -

. . 'Engineering Services
MONTREAL: 17/10/72 Radio Canada International

-
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Demographic Indices - Frobisher Bay 'and Fort Chi¢6

L
! ' )

Y

A-comparison of educational ]awels occupational
practice, family compositiop age’ and linguistic abpility
reveals a close sémilarity between heads of households in the
experimental and the control communifies. Male -heads of °
households accounted for 87.0% of the‘Frobisher Bay sampiing’
and /7.4% of Fort Chimo, the control communityfl Female
hea@s of households for the two éroups numbered 13.0% ané

22,0% of all participants.

For ease of comparison, bracketed figures in subseqﬁent

references to percentages will indicate Ffort Chimo partiéi-

A

pants and immediately follow the percentage statistics

of Frobisher Bay which received the experimental treatments,

-

Most of the respondents :;p no formal education, 77.2%
Vel

(88, 1%) When figures were jncluded for those who had

]
received from one to four years formal educatiorr, there was

a further slmilarity, 90.5% (94 1%) Family compositloq
was much alike; 9.2% (9.5%) had S0 sons and 63,4% (67.9%)
had up to three sons. There was no signif:;a;t dlffer;nce
between the groups with respi\t to the number of daughters.
Here again Frqbisher Bay and Fort Chimo samplings were h

~ . v kY
closely matched, withsfrom one to three daughters, 67.1%"

(b2.0%) . ’ \}

AT
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\. Fo

The main source of income was from wage employmant

for 59.05% (58.3%)\0f the respondents while the form of
W ‘\ N

employment ranged through such &ategories as seasonal

\

\ ~
construction, hunting\ trappins and fishing; 53.5% (04.7%)

>

The majority ofjrespondents spoke only Eskimo, 76.3%

(72.v%). -A similar number in both commupnities was able

" to speak some English, 22.2% (23.8%). However, in

Fort Chimo, Quebec, only one respondent was able to

7
e

,Speak French. ,/

yd

e

-

Travel experience to destinations outside of the
north was mainly to hospitals in southern Canada, 54.2%
*
(54.8%) . Apart from these occasions, there was very

little ‘'outside travel', 37.4% (33.3%) had never travelled

outside the .north.

N : L4

< 3 . . \ .

The main age group of the respondents was in the 31
to 50 year bracket, 57.3% (<6.4%). None was less than
twenty years of age; 2.3% (4.9%) were seventy-one and

older. *

/\\ 4 N

\\an the basis of the demographic indices, it may be

f~séén that the samplings were remarkably similar 1n’leve1

of education, occupation, language skills, family com-

\\position and ‘travel experience, P

\ N
YN
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Coding Procedures ) i o

)
h r ¢
L}

ar - . In keeping with thé rationale established by Backstrom and

Hursh (1963), 25% of the questionnaires from the Frobisher Bay

>‘ . §amp11ng were used for the development of the éo&e book

g £h5KL * A11=responseé given to each question were re- .

d and ass gned to meaningful attribute categories. With
ew exceptlons,'the co%s book developed for Frobisher Bay was
%N !
appropriate for responses generated by the Fort Chimo sampling.

The matching of attribute categoriésothus provided for direct

e

comparison and analysis of the primary variables under study.

- f
-—

I

. Two individuals participated in the céding of responses.

Additionally, the diréctarof the project verified all coding

procedures. In cases where contradictions were encountered,

’

{

]

: the final category code was arrived ‘at “through mu'tual agree-
I

' ment. Intercoder reliability may therefgre be conslderé&\

¢

i v

! as approaching 100% in-this study.

N

g

Statistical Procedures

{
i I a -
. ']

4 f

Given the preponderance of items in each of fhe four
primary objectives of the &tudy, selected representative . |
items are analyzed for ;ignificant differences between the - v_,—~f””ff’—';é
twvo communities through chi-square‘contingendy tables.'“ '

Descriptive data comparisons are used to supplement the
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inter-commuuity similarities and differences on major

" dependent variables. ) . :
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CHAPTER 3
-‘ ‘. + P i e
r Analysis of Data.

ll Social Impact Indices

~—

L4

A comparison of the social/personal behaviour patterns of e
7 LY ol
people of Eskimo origin indicated many significant differences i

between the experimental and control groups. Aspirations by

[ s .

heads of households for their daughters appeared markedly A T
»

different in the television coﬁmunity when compared to those

of respondents in the non-television community of Fort Chimo

(Table 2).

s TABLE 2 .
. J Most Interesting Job for Daughters
to Have - Local-National Identity
e “ - s
Location No Not Applic-{Locak National '| Total ¢
Response able Community| Identity
\ T Identity | - ° .
Frobishe{Bay 00(49.0) 16(13.7, 11(28.3) 7(8.4) ' 131
(T.V.) ~ . (100%)
Fort Chimo 54(v4.3)] 21(25.0) 8( 9.3) 1(1.2) 84
‘ . (100%)
i
‘ ' . df. =3 X% =18.59 p < .01
II <
- -~



A socially emergent role for daughters was observed in

the nature” of responses from Frobisher Bay, contrasted with

those of Fort Chimo- (Table 3).

-

Many in Frobisher Bay

suggested office employment or career roles'fox their

daughters as nursing or teaching assistants.’

TABLE 3

n

> -

Most Interesting Job for Daughtérs to
Have ~ Emergent or Lateral
Location Not Applic- | No Idea | Emergent |Lateral Total
) able. : Role in |Role in -
, Relation |Relation .
» | to Wother {to Mother
e ; )N
\
Frobisher Bay| 18(13.8) 65(49. o)| 40(30.5)°| 8(6.1) 131
(TV) ‘ (100%)
Fort Chimo 21(25.0)° 54(v4.3)| 3( 3.0){ 0(7.1) 84
- (100%)
[ -
df = 3 X2

N

v

Respondents in the community without television were

= 24.20 p < .01

less inclined to put forward ideas aboul the career directions,

\ =
for their sons (Tables 4 and 95).

Y

o

~

1
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Most «\Interesting Job for Sons to
Have - Local Identity
A - 1
Location No Not Applic-|Local Community Total
Response| able Identity '
Frobisher Bay ©3(48.1)| 21(16.0) 47(35.9) 131 .
(TV) SN N (100%)
Fort Chimo 00(71.4)| 15(17.9) 9(10.7) . 84
‘ ) (100%)
?
’:
s 2 s
‘ df = 2 X" = 17.42 'p ¢ .01
[
’ TABLE 5
a— \ ‘ ’
b Most Interesting Job for Sons to Have .
3 - Vertical or Lateral Mobility
. 0 - ¢
Location Not Applic-|No Idea Lateral Vertical | Total
A able (Anything|{Mobility | Mobility
they can | (No chag from
or want ' | from head| head's
to do) of house-| present
y ’ hold role per-
ception
Frobisher Bay| 21(16.0) 63(48.1) .[34(26.0) | 13(9.9) 131
(TV) ' . ’ (100%)
Fort Chino 10(17.9) 60(71.4) 6( 7.1) 3( 3.0) 84
- (100%)
% 2 :
N df =3 X = 17.48 p< .01

.
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In Frobisher Bay the disparity between Eskimo people and
- 3

otpers‘was considered most notiteable in culture and language.

¢
But respondents in Fort Chimo stated that the Es'lstimo's
ability to adapt to local environment distinguished the -
Inuit from non-indigenous people .(Table 6).
AY Al t .\ \
14 t ; }‘;“:g_.
’ h - | | ' '
L , %

//
&
&3

, .
. ,
. /.
=)
L B 1
a . ’ -
. . 1 i
4
{ ' ’
»
1,8 . _
N &
.
. .
L . .
¢ v
\\ 1
.
- i s \ )
. - A -
: -
( 2 1
.
[
. i Q
\ o
~ »
<
o ©
. {1 -
e L .
c prs - ’
. .
! .
1 X N
1] - ¥
[}
rd
¥
k) '
.
] A °
\ /.
L
) a . N -

e




.

9

F1avy

: (%001) P ¢ : L
v8 (0°0)S K09 )c {69€)TIE|(6°LT)ST| (£ 0T)6 | (A79T)IPL (09 )¢ omyyd 3x0i
(%001)- ‘ : . )
I€T (8'e)c Kz°'21)91|(E S)L (g 0E)0F}|(6°6T1)92| (2 0T)¥1 (9°21)e2| 4Aeg xeysiqOII
: =< ~—*
. usy . ’
. dyysuoryl ©3TUM| 2Iuew . .
-e1oy »3 fq toorpud .
- - TN e ,eousuy| _ 03 . ? . - . "
T -mo@ O3 {AJ¥TYqQB| - . ©@OUd aoue ) aouy
ﬁ |koun L£1T1¥at]|-3depy | -x03r70al —-IOFITA 8ousI9 3,uoq - L e
1e30L J91309dg 4deosng|owtysy [TeaniTn)| e3enduel| -II31d d\z ‘e@suodsoyg O uo§3edo]
. “BIOYIO0 a,n.h« 87doed OCWINSH FO OOUSISIFTR __ ﬁ « X .-
i . = o

a




&

~

Lanhuabe was identified by réspondents 1in the, TV community

as representing the gregtest difference between Eskimo and

”

other Canadians and may be related té tﬁe exclusivé use of

English in the television ser#ice. Cultural variance was
> L g -

hypothesized 'by -the people of .the television community as

-

! representin; the distinction between races. It would seem

PR

that the north American culture typified in television pro-

R Al s

prams of drama and variety in“gll of its .expressions, tended
to reinforce the feeliﬂg ot isolétion of the arctic culture

=4 from that depicted in television proyrams (Appendix C).

-

. .Exposure to the customs and !’kkways of other countries S

might explain the increased desire for change or travel -

expressed by the television sampling (Table 7).

5. .
TABLE 7
© . - . o . '
T ‘ == TJ = e — ~ e .
[+ T P
- “"Travel Preferences T - d -
Lbcation No Response No Place|Localized|Anywhere Total
! K - Don't ‘&now| - Prefer |Artic "Outside" '
Home Trhvsl Down
South A
* T . )
Frobisher Bayl lo(12.1) 18(13.7) {72(55.0) |25(19.2) 131 !
(TV) ; (100%) - ‘
- . + >
Fort Chimo - 2( 2.4) 21(25.0) |50(59.5) |11(13.1) 84
. f? i . SN (100%)
‘ Cdaf =3 x2 - 10.7¢ 02
A ¢ . » o * P < - \
, .
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[
The desire for travel may -be compared with a question about

the level of satisfaction in conditions, which pointed to an

increasing dissatisfaction and disaffection for the way things

were at the time of the study.

~
satisfying in the television community than in\zﬁé\gommunity

—

which had not experienced television service.

There was

These were found to be less

N\

sreater contentmegt, or apathy, with'existing conditions in

the hon—television community.

More respondents in Frobisher

Bay sought change than those who wished for change in Fort

Chimo.

A further comparison of general contentment at

Fort Chimo (760.2%) contrasted with the number respondents of

e

_condition (Table 4).

Frobisher Bay (35.9%) who expressed satisfaction with their

S

TABLE (8
Ways in Which Life Might be Changed if
. Opportunjity Presented
Location No Response | No Wish | Unspecified |Change
- Don't Kno% for Change ([(Desired [Total
. Change Desired
Frobisher Bay 31(23.7) 51(38.9, 10( 7.06) 139(29.8) | 131
(TV) R o ‘ (100'*.)
Fort Chimo '3( 3.0) 64(70.2) 9(10.7) | 8( 9.5) 84
(100%)
2
\ df = 3 X = 3b.5 p < .01

&
¢
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If television rblieves boredf:?m, said to be \one) of the

contributing fa‘ctors in the excessive consumption of alcohol

1
-

television may also’ offer some relief from }lcoholisn,

identified by both groups as the leading proble- in the ! '
comm}igy (Tabl&?} .
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The assumption that some relationship may be found between
television and the rate of alcohollsm led from the f;ct tﬂat
~television was the most significant comﬁunicat;ons change to
have occurred in‘ the North in 1972, Interestingly, while the
~number of alcohol relatedlcomplaints increased during 1973, a
corresponding decrease was noted in jhe number of detentions
and charges (Table 10). ’ i
| ¢
aa1E"T0 (
- ‘
e =
' R.C.M.P. Detachment Report
Liquor Detentions and Charges
Location Year Complaints ~B\ententioms ’ Charges‘
»  Frobisher Bay 1970 929 758(81.6) 154(17.8)
1971 1,389 758(54. 6) 143(10.2) ..
’ 1972 2,723 1,569(57.6) 228( 8.3)
B 1973 2,917 1,011(34.06) 206( 7.0~

[

2. Information Gain Indices

*

i

There was no significan{ difference in gnowledge about world (/\\;q -
affairs.or national evznts attributable to or leading from
exposure to English Frontier Television Service, but trends
throughout the investigation supgested that a barely per-
ceptible knowledge difference between groups was welghted
positively in favour of) the televisioh'community. More

participants in the television community were able to identify
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the number of provinces of .Canada, the prime minister, the’ - > ;
four main political parties in Canada and the leader of the g
opposition, than were those in the non-television: community. |
Respondents in the qg community were also correct more often |
than their control sroup counierparts when evaluated on 5
questiQns of general information (Tables 11, 12, 13 and-14).
/ TABLE 11 o
) {0
< Number of Provinces of Canada
3 3
\
Location Number Identified Number Identified Total
Correctly Incorrectly "
9
Frobisher Bay 12( 9.2%) 119(90.8%) 131 T
(TV) Y (100%)
\\ %
Fort Chimo 3( 6.0%) 79(94.0%) 84
. (100%)
i TABLE 12 :
Identification of the Prime Minister
of Canada
" Location Identified Identified 4 Total
Correctly Incorrectly
Frobisher Bay 49(37.4) 82(L2.6) 131 \
(TV) (100%) -
L4
Fort Chimo 25(33.3) ob(bo,17): &84
(100%)




37
o " TABLE 13 =

) i ,

W — —— —4

Names of Four Main Political Parties
in Canada

Location Nb Response Identffied Correctly Total
~-Dont Know Two Three Four
Parties|{Parties| Parties .
Frobisher 121(92.3) 4(3.1)| 3(2.3)| 3(2.3) 131 - '
Bay (TV) ] (100%) 2
. 3
Fort Chimo 82(97.0) 1(1.2)] 1(1.2) 0(0.0) 84 “ N
¢ . (100%)

J&aﬁi ‘ TABLE 14 - :

-

Identification of the Capital
City of Canada
Location Identified Identified 1 :
- Correctly ) Incorrectly
. . § )
Frobisher 44(33. 0) 87 (606 (4) 131
Bay (TV) T (100%)
Fort Chimo. 27(32.1) 57(b7.§}\\\\\~_ 8
- « 0%)
* A
3. Information Attitude Indices -

°

In the non-television community, respondents . were inclined
lo identify as national or international, the problems of an

B WA
essentially local nature. Respondents in the television

. .
. .
T o
/
| 4
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community were significantly more able to make the distinction

between international, national and community problems (Table

/

TABl 15

N L alel
. o

.méin Problems in the World Today .
No Response-|Feel Un- | Local Internat- Total
Don't “now qualified| Pro- ional
to blems Problems )
Answer Enumer+4 Enumer- o
\\\ ated ated N
Frobisher 53¢40.4) 15(11.4) 17(13.0) 46(35.2) 131
Bay (TV) . (100%) N
Fort Chimg 30(35\7) 25(29.8) 10(119) 19(22.0) 84
o (100%)
df = 3 X% = 12.17 p'<.01
and more able to propose solutions to them (Table 1b)
TABLE 16
Able to Propose Solutions to
International Problems
Locatign No Response Not Applic-| Able to Pro- | Total *
able pose Solu-
iions
Frobigher Bay 20(1.,.3) B86(ui.5) 25(19.1) 131
(V) = | (100%)
Fort \Chimo 16(19.0) Lo(77.4) 3( 3.0) 84 .
(100%)
df = 2°%2 = 10.90 p< .01




The Television Commupity participants were slightly less

able to enumerate national problems and either significantly

more aware of the distinction between lbcal and national

problem§ or nol as interested in them (Table 17).

'

9
/

4, Information Source Impact Indices

°

\
@ ?ABLE 17
. Main Problems in Canada at Present
!
Location No Response | Only Local | National Total
Don't Know Problems Problems
Enumerated | Enumerated
‘ad
Frobisher Bay 78(59.39) 34(20.0) 19(14.5) 131
(TV) (100%)
Fort Chimo . 19(22.6)' 46(54.8) 19(22.06) 84
\ 5 (100%)
#\ ¢
v 2 /':\
df =2 X = 28.79 p< “.01

Radio had a consistently high rating in a four point scale

which ranged from No Useful Information to Much Ugeful

Information,

Both communities identifigd C3C radio pro-

;fﬁmmihg“as the Most Useful source of information followed

by church and family (Table 18).

\
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TABLE 18 ', ~ ~eo ‘ T

Information Source - Importance Means )

Rank Order Comparison of Host Important Sources According to
’ Scale Rating Means

Fyrobisher Bay ‘ Fort Chimo
(N=131) (Nf84)
Source‘ Mean Rank Order 'Mean‘ Rank Order e
) Radio 3.702 1 3.643 1 ;:
Church 3.122 2 ~ 3.119 2 A
Family 2.095 3 3.083 3 — 1
§ Store 2.595 4 1.929 u ™ i
Neighbours 2,580 5 ° 2.524 6 ‘tj
Television 2,500 6 0.000 / 10 A
Press 2.542 7 1,397 9 /
Govt. Worker 25374 8 2.41/ 7 {
Meetings 2366 s "2.790 4 .
Teachers 2,282 10 . 2.750 5 - )
i
& @?
. It should be noted that research took place. one yéar after ié
the advent of Frontier Teleyisigpy&brvice._ ‘Because of a ‘}} ;
requirement that programming on television be suitable on a . %§
delayed basis of three weeké, the bervi?e Epntdined'few > s
program; of immediate news information. Programéiconsidered

leading and favorite as a sourcg of ﬁnformation'wgre identified

e

N i

. a

\
as broadcasts in the Eskimo language and these could oﬁly be " k
i




i
found on radio. \ :

I1f one were toljudge only by the level of knowledge-shown by
respondents questionned about current:affairs 1J'Canada, CBC
. Eskimo language news and infoymation programmirg on rgdio\has
" not been effective; The indigeqods pegg&e remained totally °{i:
unaware of the Canadian bolifical.system'and of national or
world affairs after more -than ten years radio broadcast ‘y

service in the north. Perhaps most disturbing for CBC ' ¢

<
¢
r
N

northern radio broadcastgfé is their nomination by°the Eskimo

regpondents as that source of information most useful in help-

. ing them resbond to questions based oh a simple primer of
current events. Opg student\interviewer, appalled by fhe lack
of current events knowledge by‘heads of households resolved

to develop a dictionary of 'outside' events and céncepts. The

' study focussed'only on heads of households who had not had

the learning advantages available to their children through

K

various initiatives in education. _\\{

3 .
B \ .
¥ . -
- . N »
. . e
B - .
v
’

4
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CHAPTER 4

. Conclusion and Discussion
- . . . ) ' (

Based upon the generated results, the following conclusions

®

are téntatively advanced:

N LY
- -

1) The most striking differences in the study were ex-

. : ’ ' u‘

, pressed in social impact. Television respondents were more . =S
. . 2 AN

abie to propose vertical mobility in employment asdiréfions

A

i

Sy

for sons and daughters. They were also more national than

' .
local in travel orientation.

3

-

~
.

i
4
!

2) Television dbes'not appear to have made an appreciable

difference in the gain of information about national issues.

a )

3) Television respondents were more able to enumerate

international problems and proposs/solut}ons to them. 7

4). Both communities ldentified radio. as the most useful
: - N
source of information primarily because® of its Eskimo

L
language program service.

Academic i vestigative work faces traditional limitations. i
The researcher is usually limited to statements which are
statistically significant. There is iittle opportunity for
subjective reqcPidqcto the experience, especislly the ’ v
experience of others. Various inéisive but statistically
‘ gmshpported points of view shone forth from the questionnaires

glimpsed only in translation. One of the many comments

offered by the respondents on the question of primary 1anguage

[ *

s - .
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in Canada was the suygesftion that the ™ ... main language is,

~

money; that's all that most\peopie talk about!"

~
a

When asked about the career aspirations for'his children,

one exasperated, parent replied "My (middle aged) sons don't

, . . |
want to do anythiné but sit around and be fed". Responqents

]
in the television community had no impractical ideas abth
the kind of work Fhey would like to do, if they had the
&
opportunity. There were no TV-inspired flights of fancf,

but a realistic appraisdl of‘immediate,neéds, expressed most

PS

often as the need of "steady work"[ any form of regular

emplo&meﬂk as opposed to only seasonal construction work.

An unhappy trend in’ the investigjation suggested that many
participants felt their opinions were valueless. When asked
to think of a majin problem in the world, or in the community,

and suggest some way it might be solved, respondents would

i

occasionally say, "I am not important enough to have an

-
\

- \
opinion on®such things". In reflecting about the difference
in life between the northern people and others, a few stated

+ . f

they considered themselves to be second to others in many

[4

things and ad&ed‘phat they felt Rhis way because white people
never greet themtor notice them. For some, the most note-

worthy event of the year was simply “being well".

~

Factors other than television may have contributed to the

observable changes in response between the sampling populations

of Frobisher Bay and Fort Chimo. - 'f;obisher Bay, exposed to




44

-

a non-Eskimo culture for a considerably longer time than Fort * - h
Chimo, was the site of earlier American and Canadian military
installations, whereas Fort Chimé had a relatively stable, even
uneventful history in tarms of the numbers of non-indigenous

‘persons in the community.”. Frobisher‘Bay was close to evenly 4
divided in,the number of non-Eskimo heads of houéeholds, while

Fort Chimo was predominantly Eskimo. \

Differences between the two on questions of culture, kﬁowledge

C
~
-
-~
LY
1
.
M

of .world conditions and attitudes might be attributable to the

proximity of the non-native culture and not necessarily. to

‘

television service. But the close qf%ilarity in demoé}aphic

indices and primary lanzuage of experimental and control

F o

_groups suggests that the proximity of non-indigenous persons

had not led to social integration but the continued isolation-

of two linguistic and cultural forces. It is :postulated
\, . -

L3

that continued research into the.impact of television which

has since become a full stream of Yive and in colour Servige

?

for nineteen hours a-day will lead to a heizhtened awareness
,of? global issues aﬁd ingrease in the English language fluency >

with a proportiomate reduction in the use of 'the original

{

language of the Inuit. The indigenous peepl¥& of the north

may also be greatly enriched by a widened area” of »significant

- £l

meanings through visual forms of 'knowing' to whicﬁ‘mostﬁ

Canadiad®S have been exposed for over two decades. -
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1
QUESTIONNAIRE FOR ESKIMO HEAD OF HOUSEHOLD
WE WQULb LIKE TO HAVE YOUR OPINION ON SOME QUESTIONS WHICH WE
THINK WILL BE INTERESTING TO YOU. THERE ARE NO RIGHT OR
WRONG ANSWERS TO THESE QUESTIONS. RATHER, WHAT YOU THINK ARE
THE RIGHT ANSWERS IS IMPORTANT. - YOUR NAME WILL NOT BE USED

IN ANY WAY AND ALL..ANSWERS YOU GIVE WILL BE HELD IN CONFIDENCE.
PLEASE TRY TO ANSWER ALL QUESTIONS AS COMPLETELY AS YOU CAN.

I.
a.- Community !

\

b. Name of head of household.

Cr,

- 3

c¢c. How many children do you have? e
< .' . {;‘5‘

. L

Number of boys Ages =

Number of girls Ages A

d. What is your main source of income? N g
e. Do you have any other sources of 1ncome? (Specify) . ) , f{
- ) .

f. What “is your approximate age? -

g. How many years did you go "to school?

h. VWhat 1anghages do you spéak?

i. What languages do'you understand?

J. Have you- ever been ou¢side? : When .
! Where?
ILI. WE WOULD NOW LIKE TO ASK YOU SOME QUESTIONS ABOUT YOUR ’
COMMUNITY AND THE TYPES OF ACTIVITIES YOU ENGAGE IN. v

a. What do you usually do during the day?

‘b. Do you iike to ‘go hunting and fishing? i/

c. "How much time do you spend in hunting and fishing? (Spec-

ify in terms of hours per day or days in the week)
. N

> e Y

« dt Do you like to go out trapping? \\\__J ‘

LY

)




e.

k.

47

-

How much time do you spend trapping? (Specify in terms

of hours per day or days per week)

f. What is your main food source? (Check one of two choices
below after specifying .these to respondent)-

Caught fish and meats aar

Store foods ) | :
g. How many times a week do you visii (Specify number of
times?
h. How many times a week do you receive visits (Number of
times)?
i. What do you think weould be the most interesting JOb for
you to have? p
J. What do you think would be the most interesting job for

your children to have? (Specify in terms of sons ana“pughters
below)

Sons
Daughters

In what ways do you think the Eskimo people are different

from other people? —

-

1.

other people in Canada?

How would you rate your'way of like with the life of

o}

If there were sometways in which you could change the . way

m.
you live, what woul