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A Comparison Between the Sacred and the Secular

in the Poetry of Yehuda Halevi
\ . Sy x
: . , . SUMMARY

Avshalom Grafi , ‘

"Between the sacred and the secular" has two meanings. One '
states the diffefencesybetwéen the sacred poetry and the °

secular- poetry and the second mganing peints to the

ex1stence of a speclal poetry whose contents stands
. e 1ndependently of eltﬁer the holy or the secular poetry.
)9
Halevi's poetry echoes his ph;losophlcal work "The Cuzari"

In the Cuzari's grape—vine fable Halevi conveys to us three K

pr1nc1pals of the Jewish falth the bellef in Godtand his

Torah, Israel as the cﬁ%sen people, and the land of Israel

z as thé chosen land. These' three elements‘are 1nterre%ated,

and absence of one—is detrimental to its totality..“

fn the holy poetry Halevi expfesses'his faith in God and

the Torah, aﬁd in the secul;r poetry - the love'songs and
) - the Patron sbn@s he sings about the chosen people. Pure

v love betweén man and wife keeps the famlly 1ntect and this

~ £

preserves the nation- Patron poetry (dedlcated to the

. rich rand noble people) ‘underscores the 1nterdependence of =
d s

. LT . . C o . Vg

the Israelites. It contains altruistic feelings and the

- support of the rich of the needy. The so called Songs to .

Zion occupy a specialipiace between the sacred poetry, and
the secular and in it he,sings about the chosen land which-

he ardently loves. »

y
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taste. He doe‘e not simply imitate, but rather shapes them

[
° i}

The usage by Halev1 of motives borrowed from the Arablc\ ’

poetry is done in the most artistic way The analysis of

these borrowed‘motlves p01nts to ,HaleVLSQISQecia‘l' poetic . ..
r

artistry. On one side he(is faithful to his contemporary
Spanish a.rtis,tic fashion of poetic exXpression,‘and on the -

other hand he molds foreign motives with his personal - -

for his own needs. Hig sources are moitlyvthe Bible and the

sages. The foreign motives that he borrowes are as_siinilated

in his poetry>and "Jewidihized". '

)

0Mo‘sess Ibn Ezra states that the Spanish poets, including

on festive oceasmns, malniy on weddings. The col/lectlon
/7\ v B .

| ! S .
Halevi, clearly wrote secular poems, therefore it is hard "
' € y - i

to assume that this secular poetry is actually religiously

allegoric'.‘ I don't accept Dan Pa,gis;s ‘assertion that the

secular poetry was 'written for its own sake, In my opinion

not’ %nly the patrons' poetry has a certaln nessage, but the
L

whole secular poetry was intended for rec:.tn.ng or., sn.nglng

&f secular poetry called "Diwan" originated in the Arabic

\ i

. » . )
term for quests room. There were not any special halls at

_therefore clear that the secular poetry had a message: the
: .

.

the- synagogues or at any other places for festive celebratlons,

"
.

the,refpre they assembled &’t the celebrator s house, who

received hlS guests in the "Diwan" . ‘I‘hrough the years thls - . N
origina_l meaning of "Diwan" was forgotten and was hence used

for "Collected Poems". The collected poems were called "Diwan"

]
far its purpose to be recited in the guests room. It is

e
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love songs jintended to make- the groom and bride happy and

-
>
[

loyal to each other. It alsa meant to cheer up the suffering

people, It is thus possible that halevi s "Zion Songs" were . -
also rec1ted on festlve occas:Lons, the same way “as Shabazi's

' 4 Zion: Songs are belng 'sung until this ‘day by the Yemem.te Jews .

- v
¢

e ,The poet meant in these poems to urge the Spanish Jews to

‘ emmigrate to the land of Israel. This was done on festive

.

occasions. . ‘ -/

~ ‘ . e
3
FY In Halev1 5 poetry are embromdered many biblical verses, so

that knowledée of the Blble is essentlal for understandlng
hlS poetry The d:.fference between the holy poetry and the

secular in this respect lies in their contents and not in

-

. form? As far as.form is concerned’ the style of " the Middle
Ages poetry is identical‘'to thatsgof the Bible, so t\hat it

fits this poetry most naturally. The real dlfference lies in

E P the contents of these embroidered verses, In the holy poetry
t ! 3
i

the embrmdered verses are part of the \riar}ing"and ideas,
i

whereas in the secular one 1its purpose more decorative,

~

Actually, even here the embr01dered f1ts (sometlmes the

-

\
%M————*GGH—E&H—E%Q-}?&&S——LH—Wl%FQf the poems they serve

rem— - poeth purposes only. Through them the poet éxpresses his

ideas without spo:.l:.ng the hply nature of . his - ].anguage..

L4

AR Halevi has gwreatly influenced the Hebrew poetry of Spain,

N

The elements of the Jewish faith binds his whole poetry

which glorifies the God of Israel; his Torah, the people and

’

the land of Israel,. s ’
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