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An Abstract of

¢

The Theme of Isclation in the

¢ Novegls of Rudy Wiebe

-

It is the purpose of this thesis to inves‘igate and
diséuss the theme. of isolation as it appearg thioughout the
literary works of the author Rudy Wiebe. I intend to demon-
strate .hov the author expresses his own concerns about and
opposition to isolation of the individual ?nd the isolation
of comnunities from the totality of nankin&- Furthersocre 1
will attempt to shov how the artist's vision constantly\
moves, both in seligious and secu}ar teras, fros a limited
inward and, as éuch, isolated view (be it parochialisa or
" narrow-ainded nationalism) té an all-eabracing positive view
.0of humanity aand the coammon probleas of man in a h;stile
universe. .

* The analysis will follow Ruﬁy Wiebe's novels in chrono-
logical order and will elpé&éize the literary techniqueg of
the author as they progresstftpn exce;;ive us&ge of loig
dialogue and veaknesses in éharacterizdtionqté a more
';5nnded approach which eventually éulninétes in a revelation
of ihg author3s‘vision by way of the pofttqyed lives of
éeoplpA;fivari;gg religious and racial backgrounds. -
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_-Since it ig"a fact that BHudy Wiebe is a religious
wrliter and a Christian idealist (more a tﬁeologién than a
hupanist), this aspect will not be particularly emphasized
in this paper. That the form and structure of Wiebe's mnovels
are archetypal is also considered to be self-evident for
the basis of all religions is to be found in aythology and
folklote,.a fact well knowan in psychology.! Instead I will
compare the actions of characters in the‘author's novels,
plays, and stories with those which might be expected of
Christian existentialists when they are in conflict with

capitalist society and an economy which is based on wasteful

consumerisa and indoctrination of the individual through the

mass media. I will search for similarities betveen the
Christian éxistentialist vievs and those expressed inm
Niebe's literary vorks.

The alienation which ensues when 4 person lives only
for the acquisition of material wealth and for the purpose
of Qatisfying :s body'; confort and desires, i.e. when the
person nd longer‘has a sense of the Sélf and h?s éiven
hiléelf up entirely’'to pleasures, is a danger gelg/éealized
by BRudy Wiebe. We can also se; in all his novels and plays
aa elph;§is placed on fhe strong person gho is able to
maintain his individuality angfggo refuses to follov some
idol blindly. ghat can happen uhéa‘péoplewsuccunb to
idolayryvhas only recentli been shown againm by the examgle
of the Guya;ese suicides of thehlenbers of the Peoples?

Tenble. But Rudy Wiebe's heroes, as a rnle, do not succumb
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to their encounter with nothingness; Cather, they leave the

scene with faith restqged or reneved. The thesis viflz

conparei in the fimal chapter, Rudxriiehe:a ipproach to(

v

nationalisa and individual rights qith'ééiie-pbrary’poliﬁ ‘
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It is not Ry purpose to atteapt an elaborate

\J

1

o
.in the Capitalist Systen

/

~

and explanation of existentialism in this thesis.

be too formidable a task and perhaps

its own irm phiiosophy. suffice it to

Chapter One/ - : - ) "
1 : : ’ .

- The lsolation of the Christian Exiétentialist

N

1)

analysis

This would
worthy of a thesis .on

say that I will use the

ters here primarily in connection with all phxlosophxes

which <:>hasize *being® oger purely qupnlatlve 1nte11ectuhl

syste-s and argumentations, be they in the thelst or atheist

vein. In the religious sense existentialism is to be seen as

an affi;fationuof active Christianity which géts.involved in

4

contemporary probleas of life rather tham dogmatic princi-

ples of institutiopalized religion. Perhaps it is appropri-

ate to insert here a guote froa the concluding chapter of ,

the book The Existertialis® Bevolt.

The conviction of the PEimacy of

existepceg is shared by all , 5
existentialist thlnkers, ancient, ! ‘

.
T

medieval, and modern. Their comncern uith_

.the individual, personal aspects of -
being, with the mysterious recesses of
. their own selves, places them in opgo-

sition to those philosopheks who,. like
Plato or Hegel, in am attitude of
detached reflectiom, allow the act of
existing to be submerged in ideal forams
or essences. Exjstentjal thipkipg may
thus be.defined as a type of speculatiom

that is not only*}elated to the coancerns .

v
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of actual life but decisive for huwan
. ' 'exlgtence and humsan action. It is a kind
\ .. .of thinking that arouses and "makes" the
human self. This is of course not quite
as new as it may first appear: both
- /Socratic methodq("the philosopher ac®Ing .
as a midvife") and the Christian way of ‘
mimi io" (the "following of Christ")
" - are types of existential thinking. Both
) -.have their center of gravity not in pure
thought or pure knovwledge as en@s in
thepselves, but both gravitate towmard
N ‘megistence,™ that is, toward a "way of
' - life." 2 .

A priuarz‘and gqﬂerally tecognized\Peronen; of such actiVe

Chrlstlanzty 1n}nore contamporary terms is Soren Klerkegaard
uha flESt estab*lshed the concept of "existence" in his

‘aesthetic, phll?sobhlcal. and religious publications. I will

¢

be qﬂot;ng fron\xlerkegaard's texts in some imnstances.

" ’ In our uestbth denocratlc society the 1ndxv1dua1 whd
i

StanGSﬂagainst'thé tyranny p&’equalzty, that is the iaposi-,
tion of the lowest common deponinétor of the masses on each
inéividdal, is igplaied from society é;d often‘digcrilinated
Ce o againsé because hé‘is "differept." ihis.is not ue%nt te be
a condenggtion of the capitalist ;ysten; It is well kaoun
that.ythe individualist has a hard time in any mass—culture

oxr group—or1ented soc1ety. The coununlst systel with its

'»%‘\;\\\\\denand on. the 1nd1v1dua1 aember of that socxety to strictly .
. .
o Ce is ¢ertainly no better, .and neither is

adhere to party dogma is %
" institytionalized religioﬂ such as;gdnan Catholicism,
although the latter no longer imposes ‘cruel punishment cn

dissenters as a rule, whereas the communist systeas, gemer-

ally, still do resort to threats and torture to digcourage -

- t hY

#
- '

&

B T T L TV S U

AL St e i st e 2 oA

PR




¢ .
“ v

the non-conforamist. I 4o merely using the capitalist systea

within the context of ay theg&s because this is the siftem

within which Wiebe's novels are partially set.

. Lx !
It is sometimes said that Jesus of Nazareth vas a

rugged individualist and, through.placing emnphasis on the
responsibility of each individual to live a pious.and

4
\ charitable life regardless how this might affeatw#is fate at

R Wy
the hands Ff a vorldly power,  he was also the first true

Chr;stian xistentialist. The theologist John H.. Yoder

vrites in a chapter on the ™Messiamic Ethic:" ‘
. 4

\ \\ . The nature of Jesus® -éébage was
ahistorical by definition. He dealt
with spiritual and not social matters,
vith the existential and not the

" concrete. What he proclaiqu vas not a
s c?al change but a new 3
self-understanding, mot obedjence but
atonesent.? " i\ N

. « ‘ ,
'<later on in the same'book, Yoder writes ab4¥
, - !

Jesus?

affirmation of non-involvement in violence and jfrevolutions:

¢
; " .Social vithdrawal was no temptation t
- : him; that option (wvhich most Christiafis
- take part of the time) was excluded,a
. the outset. Any alliance with the '

. Sadducean establishment in the exercibg
: of conservative social respoasibility: R
o . (which most Christian& choose the rest| -
of the time) was liﬁeuise excludeE at
. the outset. We understamnd Jesus only if

we can empathize with this threefold
: ’ rejection of both quietism aand estab-
\\¢, ~ lishment respomsibility, aand the diffi¢
ﬂ\_ ~— cult, constantly reopened, genuinely

\ attractive option of | the crusad%.“

of pages further on Yoder analy Es the 16cabu1aty

sus: vhis_vocabularj and his picture of what sust

/
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come to pass were much more 'political’ than they were

texistential' or cultigtﬁs And again later:
In line vitgvthe personal appeal which
has been so central in Protestant faith
since Lyther, even more since Pietisnm,
and especially since the merging of
Protestant existentialiss with moders
secular personaliss - and even more /
especially since Freud and Jung isposed
upon everyone ims our culture the vision
of man d's a self-centered reacting
organism - it has seemed quite evident ‘
that the primary message of Jesus uwas a -
call most properly percei%ed by an
individual, asking the hearer for ' ‘
. something that can be done most .
&b genuinely by an individual standing
alone, Whether this something that he
can do standing alome he a rare heroic
~ ethical performance like loving one's
enemniés, Oor a response more accessible
to thé common man, like sorrow for his ..
. : sins, it is a response each individual
- -can make only for himself. It has ’
nothing to do with the structure g;\
socjety.®

.

Jesus' "radical personalisa® (rather than individualism) is

~—

stated to disclaim the validity of viéus whith fpicture Jesus

as a reformer of the structures of society. Obviously there

’

in ¥Wiebe's novels. Wiebe's concern is vith self-imposed

»

isolatdon of communities which aim at preserving their

religiously devout l%fe vithin a sea of opposing cultuares.
- . . . i
It seeas alaost as ' if fear or simply a lack of

o . e
self-confidence prevents such isolated and clased societies

" froa shifting to opem societies, because what Binds %he'
. €losed society together is the outéide threat rather than

any inmer strength. #ithout inmer stfength as the cohesive

0

A . L
.

_ L ,

a;f mahy parallels between Yoder's views amd the theme found

@

1

L




L XS

" rather than one vho pays merely lip-service. Scme of .

‘ ’ h s v ~
N - 5 .
»
‘ -
. T . e 5 " NS
' elemeg} of the group, it cannot survive in the open. If ‘the "

final pages of Peage.éha;; Destroy Mamy are ény indication-

of such a3 strugqggle, the author does not fawvour closed -
¢ ¢

-societies and any siwilar isolationist tendencies. Another“-

- - i
Lndlcatlon of the author's pteferences can be seen in Josh

. < ) '

Bishop's statenent in i; st and__; gl Cand;eguhere Josh

explains why he lives Pn the North with the Indians: *What
ve are doipg nowvw is shovlng thenm what a Christ-follower
lived like - at leif;/we're trying." 7 This is existential
Christ}i?ity. . o

In a switch from Yoder to kietkegaaéd, the reader finds
sore hints congerning tﬁe ionrtancg placed dn the individ- - f

ual and his respomsibility to lead a Christian life rather -

LY
9

than simply to foilogﬂptepared hoglaeor, perhaps, -ih more

contemporary terms, “"party limes." It oiught to be understood

bere, of course, that Kierkegaard's attack om Christendos oo Ve

vas not intended to tear down Christianity but to streungtben
/-—" .
it by 1lifting it out of mediocrity and softness. Particuylar-

1{ in Dennagtrihe:é Protestantism was declare&\fhe official
"staie~Religion,"_the church becaae the instrument for a
group-oriented mass-culture vhich is alien to-the origirpal

Christian spirit. Kierkegaard implies that, by resistipg
[} - , [

that trend the individual will become a living Christian

o ¢

Kierkeqa@rd}s thoughts are, well summarized in F. H.
' L4

Heinemann's book Existeptialism and the Nodern Predicaments
N ' A
He writes in Chapter IlI, *The Existential Christianm,™ about
4 o N\ ot o - i - o
‘ (8] ’
\ 2

D~
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\\\\Aftéx\ahoth§r tvo pages Heine,aﬁh copments on’Kierkégaaxd's

e ®

\/P

roop 8 . <

\ g .
Boren-Kierkegaard's The goig; of 1 v_for my Wprk as an
) : “He sees s rov1dent1al mission in exposin
Author: / P S8 P g

Christendon as a(prodxglons illusion and in cgalxng its

follovers back to an existential Christian life."8® Two pages

.

later Heinemann comments about Klerkegaard's arquments with

the phxlo§opher“§ege1: "

He rejects passignately [his] specula-
tive talk about.?qligion, and especially
v about Christianity. This kind of specu-
lativd ' interpretation seems to him a
. chimera and a sheer impossibility, based
on a, total igporance of what religion
and Christianity dre. They are not
something to be talked about, bat
‘something to be lived; religion is
subjectivity, an inner transformation.?®

(¥4

concern about the disappearance of the individual in the

stream of collectivity:

levelling destroys the singulafity and
qualitative differemce of the Self, and
therefore the order of value and status.
<A sort of external alienation arises;
the ipdividual dlsappears in the mass.

s { the following is a guote from
Kierkegaard] "To battle against princes
and popes is e@sy compared with struggl-
ing against’ the masses, the tyranty of
equality, against the grin of .
shallovness, monsense, baseness ahd
hqstlallty."lo ) , /

Heinemann later refers to the existentialist philosopher

-

R

., from our modern, industrialized, and materialistic socie;g

shere povwer and money make tﬂe~lan, and where the group
#2

E 8 . ]

-(" hl ‘.
B

N ‘ .
Jaspers when he concerns himself with the dangers emanating

forces the Lnalvxdual to abide by xts rules and to £o:get“
/- . 3
.Phoug his owa self.

Y
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S “y :
o -«-he vishes to reaind us what it means .
to bd a self and to preseiwe ofe's ,

freedom in a world of préséure-groups.
The philosophy of the
psychopathologist-philosopher becomes

essentially therapeutic., He wants to

. appeal to every individuaal to take care
< og.his historical substance gua self.1tt

Jaspers is concerned ajdpout man in the’welfare state losing

his spirituval center because he no longer seems to be of any
consequence. Man is merely a cog in a piece of machinery or
a_nulberiin a computer. It can be safely assumed that Bud&

.“% A
Higbe shares this concern expressed by Jaspers. The charac-

- ter Big Bear in Wiebe's novel The Tgﬁgtq}ions of ‘Big Bear is \

perhaps a good exaaple of Hiébe's ideal?man: one who has not -
-— . N d - -

lost his spiritual center. .
. (s} A

There is a clear warming in all of Wiebe's novels
aqainst the "drgwning¥ of the individual in the sea of the

masses and an emphasis on the impoartance of the existential

Christian life. We seebit in The Blue Mountains of Chipa

% . . .
vhen Samuel U. Reimer, vho is part of the mass-society and

wvho is also an obedient follover of the rules, is no}longer

capable of qgki;g-his own decisions. He fails to heed the

call to go to Vietnam and proclais peace. His failufe, ’ 'ésp

ultimately, results in death. I¥ is the death of the indi- ‘

»

vidual. Although Reimer's predicasent is presented in a

humorous, satirical voice, it is mevertheless tragic in i‘s
' \

. : . \ . .
‘consequence. Another example is John Reimer's cross and the

¥illas falx%g 19 their Cadillac. The cross-bearer has

naznta1ned his 1nd171dua11ty and is an example of an v 9.



¢ .
existeantialist Christian. The Willmsses have succumbed tc¢

cg;fornity and materialism and there, also, deat? is immi-

L ]

nept.

L]

There is no intention on By part here to classify %iebe

. as an existentialist Christian philosopher. I have had the

pleasant oppg;tunity of a s%pft and friendly comnversation

'ﬁﬁﬁ Budy Wiebe in Montreal in the fall of 1978; He

o
“mentioned at that time that he comsiders hisself more of a

\
theologian than a philosopher. He also remarked that the

§en;iment§ expressed im the book The Politics of sus by

Jéhn H. Yoder are more in line vitt his thinking than the

£
!

vpitiggs of Kierkegaard, Jaspers, or Nietzsche. Neverthe-

&

'Less, certain parallels do exist when one compares the =~ .

irigings of somse existentialist philbsophers and Rudy

fiebe's novels, and this is one area whiéh I vish to

eiplore. L Q§;4

"It {s possible that the. fact Mr. Wiebe was not raised
in a closed Mennoanite comamunity has allowed his to apptcaé@hf
the problem of -isolation vithout prejudice. It alsc may have
0 . R

¢

caused him to be more Syspathetic toward the existentialist *

\approach. ¥hat life in a closed Memnnonite community under

E%

ultra«“conservative leadership can be 11ke was pOlnted out 1n

a newspaper article which appeared in ‘The Montreal Star some

time ago. In this article, the "Holdeman Sect" of Menponites

which bad established itself in the area of Blumenort

(approximsately twenty ailes south of Winnipeg) is explored,

andoxhe "shuasing® practlsed there is dlscussed. Thls

/o
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relatively small sect is a "revival noj$lent toward the old
, '

styles,” the article says, and as for the reason for its

1

existence, the article qdotes,, \

A churc¢h publication puts forward ome
explanation. It says: The first reason
is to retain the. purlty of the churg&;
the secpnd reason is to reprove the
transgreéssor in that he may be ashamed
and repent; the third is that the church
may not be blasphemed by the world.t?

;Eiwnning" is'directed against those members of the coanuni-
ty who do not confora. Tramsgressors are pyohibited.fton
communicating vith any member in good*standiﬁé, evex if‘théy
are of the sanL family. Those who do not ab;de by these
rules are expe%led fram the church. . \

Wiebe's ngvels do not place high value bn the kind of
rigid and close coamunity demonstrated by the "Holdenan
Sect.”" The heroes in Wiebe's novels are not Chrlst1an
‘ lavwmakerg and e;Eb:ce:s but ratben~individualsAuho 14ve an

existential fﬁti;tian life in kﬁg/:;qular.vorld g;engthough
they may, by Etrikt defiMtion, be heathens (e.g. Eig Bear).

The article in The Moptreal Star quoted previously' also

"y .
presents us with an ironic twist. It notes that the practice

of “shunnan" has produced symptoas of marked depresgicn in

T

some of the conlunlfi“lenbetsw It is knoun that syaptoas of
depression are also common amongst isolated- individualists

in the "open"™ secular society. In effect, then, the effcrt

T .to kéep the meabers of ome penno;ite sect awvay froe the

evils of the secular vor%ﬁ has produced an increase.in the

same mental lalfunctipn‘d their ranks that befalls those

-

Y unr
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10

who cannot get\alonq vith the rules and regulations imposed

by the "open®" materialistic society. : {

Y

Carried to the extreme, a mental ssate of depressicn
does sometimes result in suicide which the exaaple of the.
Reverend Jones' cult in Guyana seenms to prove.‘suicide is
the denial of life and of hope which ;s, paturally, totally
alien to the teachings of Jesus. It is also in contrast to
Rudy Wiebe's theme throughout his noveis 'which is the
affirmation of hope and a positive attitude toward life
ander even the worst of CO;ditiOﬂS. The author guides his

aln ¢haracters towards strong faith and a healthy -

self-confldence to enable then to conplete a purposeful

huran journey rather than towards the role of conformist

~

slavés to the.-arbitrary rules of a mass society. . ,

The alienation of mapn who is put into a straightjacket‘
by a purely materialistic society which ﬂqeé'not approve of
the real (existential) Christian spirit is very ueli

described in an essay by Efich Fronf’entitled: "Aliemation °

Under Capitalisms." Frosm vwrites:

Work is becozing more repetitive and
) © thoughtless as the planners, the
microfotionists, and the scientific
managers further strip the worker of his
tiqpt to tliink and move freely. life is
being denied; ‘need to control,
creativeness, curiosity, and independent
thought- are being baulked, and the
result, the ipevitable result, is flight C
or fight on the part of the worker,
apathy or destructiveness, psychic

regression. 13

% s

About modern man®s. relationship to his fellow man, he

-
e e S e s e Bt R
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‘Christian does not.

11

writes: s :

Il
Everybody is .to everybody else a coanod-
ity, always to be treated with certain
friendlimess, because even if he is not
of 0seé now, he may be later.t*

., Finally, be continqgs:

our priwvate dealings with our' feéllow men
are governed by the principle of

egotism, "each for himself, God for us
all," in flagrant comtradiction to -
Christian teaching.1% o

The attitude expressed in the above-mentioned essay is
presented as deserving condeﬁnation and ridicule in all of
Rudy Hiqpe's\works. Bjornesen in First_amnd Vital Candle
uses tﬁe Indians as commodities . in furthering his trade and
in satisfying his urge for'gdwerz Aﬁe Ross sympathizes with
the Indians and refuses to exploit them. One ino;s isme-
diately who is the vilf;in and who is the hero. The ce&;elf
ing éielent in wman is not to be seen in to;al subniséion to
dogra an& regulations and aécepted "ialue§z of,secula; ok
religious §roups, but %n compassion and coéperation betueenJ
‘individualg. The capitalist systema promotes coldness and-

harshness in human relations and leads to the alienation of

the individnal,/bnt‘the living example of~the‘existeptia1

4
o
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. Chapter Two ‘ o

A Block kgainst Jesus and a Living -

Christianity: . 2 \

' gggce Shall Destroy Many o

k

3 7 ) , B v\

Such has been writtén”in Canada about-the cultural and

. -

physical lsolatxon of ismigrants and polxtzcal tefugees.
i!any short stofies and novels describe the’ llnigtants'
suffer;ng "due to dxscrxllnatzon and}explo;tatzpn by those
nhose forefathers had already estgbliéhed fhenselves in th

agricultural fields and in the industries of the land. The
6

< L]

general theme of isolation, both,énltg%ally and physically,

. created by this kind of atlosphére'as it appearé in a large
. o
section of Canadian literdéire and particularly in Canadian

fiction is vell treated by Joka ﬂoss in his hook ggthe; §
) ggla ion n gngl;sh Canad;an Fiction. - Moss shovs in, bés

book hov the 1solatlon of thelelxgrant tends to advaﬁts the

.J/
»

feeling that the immigrant is an "exile in ag. aliem land"

-«

ang thﬁ} he lust -a1ntaxn his cultufal. heritage :atber than

abandom it and becong;pa:f,of a melting pot~of cnktu nd
* . . ' . - ,

“ lifestyles.1® Boss uses the author’hudy Riebe g@ in b 4 lpleb

k3
*
‘ «
/ -t
-/ " .
far 0
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1

of a writer who recognizes the exile hentality of the ,
-immigrant and the"st;e§s it can cause betveen different
.groups of people. Wiebe shoss how to overcome isolation in

exile  through a strong belief in one's heritage, abili-|

"tieé, and moral strengih. Moss makes special reference in |
thié regard to Quiehe's Mennonite stories [which] with
néticulous p:ecisioﬁ, draw the“pcoblen [i.e. the izmigrant’s
experience  and his avarepess of his 'personal and collecgive

" history'] into microcosaic focus."l7 ééace _Shall Destroy
Mamy is ome of those "uennonxte stories" and. at the sané
time, the first novel publzshed ‘by Rudy.wiebe, "

In Peage the author beqiqs with a seeaingly innocent
prelude, twé'bdyé ;kipping school. 7The reader finds out
l;ter, in CHapter One, that one of the boys, Jackie, is a
éﬂalf~breed" who is supposedly permitted to use bad words
because he is, by def;nition, "bad," whereas Hal (or

. Helmut), a Ménnomite bay, is not,1® The reader here gets an
inkiing of vhat c0n£llct&he is to expect in the novel. 1n
the s;ne chapter Thom Wiens trles to explaxg to his
child-brother Helmut why Hennonlteé must not ;art1c1pate in
violence or lars; But Thoa himself is-not gultg couvinced
that he is giving Hal a true picture of the éituation or
that he, Thon, Las even’ the proper concept of. what he is
trying to explain. if pe&ple like Hank Unger did not £1y
warplanes and kill.;bada eneaied, who vould? How could

pacifisa and non-violence protect the comaunity from a

]
3

vindictive enesy?

LK}

= o
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The nnderlyinq philosoppy in this novel is, quite
naturally, the value of life and the fact that Jesus
preached {and Hiebe also preaches bere) that husan life must
not be wilfn}ly deétggyed but that a Christian odght to love
* his enemies. Yet, that a Christian sust be prepared to

2

isolate himself in order that he may maiptain a high moral
standard sounds parddgxiCal. After all, how can one po:ttay
an example of brotherly Iove if one shuts oneself off from
everyone else? ‘ ) .

While ve sen5e the disgust of the Mennonites with’a
.wersﬁn such as HaPk Unger yho not only kills pecple but is
also loud andaproud'about it, and the offense they take wuwhen
they encounter people who are blasphenous\and live an 7~
un-Christian life, we also percéive the apPrehension within
the Menaonite community about the fact that they, the
uénﬁonites, let others do the dirty worfk of kil%iﬁg while
their communities enjoy prosperity under the protection of
those un;Christian persons. There suddenly arises a gquestion
about the tighteqnsness of a coamrunity of "conscientious
objectors® who enjoy the f;uits of prosperity without éakihg
the risk of havin§ to protect theaselves fron‘;ttackers, ~
without having to pot their ouﬁ lives 6n the 1linme.,

. We might consider th'se dialogues between vigiént and
pacxfxst characters i the novel the "openl;g argulents" in
the case for Jesus and the values of existential
Christianity. Purther siganificant differences, although mot

the dnlt/ﬁnes; are the arquXents between the  tedcher Jose ph

P

-
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_ ' T ,
Dueck and the old guard of the community headed by Deaccn

"Block. Block is literally a block placed between the cowmu-

nity and the teachings and politiqs of Je§us. There is alsa
the demise of Block's daughtér Elizabeth who is being ’
Sacrifice&:gp keep the community "clean® for Block's son

Peter (for ige éaue reason the atteampt is made to q:ive thé

yhalf-breeds frow the area and ‘into Albérta by veiled
S - ’ i

.threats) . The proof of failure of the isolationist "holier

H

violence °§hfls oWl son Peter ~{iromically, the biblical
“peter” is to be the salid rock upon which a church vill be
buift).. In a st;au~f111ed barn, of all places, Peter

encounters the sensuons‘teachet.Razip Taptafnont ("razzia" is

¢

thé German word for a police raid, and‘"Iantalus" was the
son of Zeus uho eternally suffete€ from depr1vat10n) togeth~

er with Hank <Unger in a conpronlslng 51tuat7on. This leads

to blows betwveew the young Nennonite .gen. | ~ - . e
a g , . "

Suppressed sex plays an llpqttant role in alngst all of

Wiebe's novels. Sexuval pleasures are s;nf 1 in most
Protestant teacﬂ!n;s. Sex, for the faithful of the old
order, is suppose&&té be for procreation only and not ‘
so-etﬁing to be enjoyed. Sex hés been a psychological IR

problea for mankind in various cultures, and this natural,

" drive, if unduly supptessed, causes difiiculties. An

example of this problea can be seen xn the fate of f%eA

&

younger Jakob Priesen f> The Blue Mountaips of: Chlna.
Nost of the donbts and questiops are brought out by

»

8 7 " ) ¢

L

" than- thou” attitude of Block is in the turning to Shysical‘ ‘

o

®,
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Tﬁo&, the "déubting Thomas.” The method used is one of °
opposing vievs contained ;ithin the struggle betwveen the
greater (outside) and the "lesser (1nside) connu;ity. There
is a poticable abseﬂte of a hero who has been replaced by
the doubter Thom Wiens who question® the rules, but who
finds out in the\end that the rules are not wrong; they'are
only ursngly appliéd by vell;neaning but misguided pecple.
Peace, as it vere, mast come from within; it cannot be found

outside the self, or outside of God who, in the final

—
+
4

analysis,.-ust exist within the self“alsB.

The belligerent.vs. pacifist arquments start with an

4

exchange betveen~an innocent child, ‘Thom's brother Hal, and £
“thom hisself. Hal is guestioning why the police won't punish
: ' I l -
the bad people who try to kill those other people oppased 40

their evil wvays. Thom aanswers:

i . . « N *’
.o "MBecause there a#fe wholel countries af-:. - -
.,e /  these people, and the police are few. So o
other countries feel they have to joim xu

together to kill those who are doing
bad, so that they theaselves and their .
. families won't be hurt and killed --* ¢ -

{Peace, p. 16) ;

Thon stops himself as he feels he is treading on dangeréus

t

ground. He uasliust about: to justify violence. At this point

it is easy fol'Whom po send Hal on to the pouse to do his \

chores, thereby ending the discussion. It is not so easy for
Thoa ihén the teacher JQSeph Dueckﬂ&%b;tions the’validity of
thé‘ue;nonkte treed of non—-violence. “Thos, [he saidj you
cannot; as it were, ;gt:gat f:ontteality into worship .
without the ptq?er ethics" (Peace, p. 52).

. \

4 | \_‘,

Y
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The irony of being a conscientious jector im wvar

inq the food which feeds the afmies and profitinmg
{

by it canhot be erplalned auay. The church meeting (Peace,

uhile gro

pp- 54-63) drlves home this poznt. Joseph Dueck will .join . ?
the Restricted Medical Corps/and leave the community to live
‘ istian life as h# perceives it should be lived,4i,e3
by helpipng others and by giving ag example of brotherly love
aad uond rstanding to all bqlple, and not only to thesé who
. llve within the parrow conélnes of a voluntary exile in an -
isolated connunxty. “? -\
Unfortunately, there tS’very little in the vay. of . ‘ Y
characterization in this novel, and ve do’ not get to know ’
Joseph Dueck very uellt The passage describing thg chn:ch
4 meeting is the only-one in which Eé get_a glimpse of his T

- . ) . E

philosophya. Thefe‘is, hovever, a beautifu; analogy of a

Y TR

) .seeker of truth at the end of Chapter Four. Thonm had earlier

*

- observed a aoth which circled around the brightly burning

and hissing lamp in the church, trying to get ever closer to @
the 1jght it seeks without getting singed by the flame's
heat {Peace, p- aof:

The aoth was gone now. From the blue
flame spurting froas the mantle he knew -
it had finally dared all for tfe light v
that drev it and now lay, a tiny c1nder,
, on the baottom of ‘the ruptured sa¢k of
k) ashes that still bung, giving less light
now, but more heat. (Peace, p. 63) *

Thom Wiems also questions the gpséivity of his fatber
vwhom he thinks too agreeable. Is it schristian® to acqept

- l °
everything {Peace; p. 68)2? Thom's father goes cut of his way °
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. / .
to avoid arguments. Even Hhen 1t comres. to gattlng a

neglzgeng neighbour (Herb Dngerr to do hxs part of mending a

4
broken fence so that 'his covws u;ll not 'cross over into the

¥iens?* qatfield, he has to ehgage Deacon Block tq\?o the

arquing. At church meetings where the eldgr Hiehs is1secre-

tary he mever contradicts Block and alwayg agrees with O
church policy. Thom is hard pressed Eg respect his fatﬁ%r v
uﬁich is what his upbringing ahd his religion are telling

him he must do. At the same time the departing teacher .

L}

Joseph Dueck admonishes Thom to keep an open mind in a
noﬁologue which comes close to being another "“Sermoam om the
Mount. ™ “ » *

There are Mennonites i@ the south - too - &

many - vho live in Settlements as you T q <“‘
people do here, but others are getting

avay. from this *physical separation® v

idea. They are living out our comson '

faith. And they do it better, I believe, \
than you are here,: because it reacts and _

comes alive in contact vith people who . >

do not have lt., {Peace, P 69) '

#e learn that even\the.inlovable and presusably

L4

iock—steadyvbeacon Block has his doubts./ihe short
"desqg;ptlon on page 70 of Peac glves Block the appearamce/
of an Ahab figure' *The Deacon ¥as a strxklng mdn, pale scar

across his tenple'ésteel—llke ‘hair bare to the sky." In e
L B . /'

s{ﬁe’patagraph, Block reaminisces: !

‘ He did not wvant his comaunity to.remain
-im ignorance of the outside world. He .
N himself had been the first to buy a |
radia’iid mechanized fara equipment for
after a few ypars he had realized it/ vas . <
, ippossible that they cut themselves /off >
entirely froa Canada. If the children . .

could be taught just ‘enough to kmoy
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about the vorld's evil, they wvould ba :
happy to remain in.their seclusion...

{Pgace, p. 70) TN '
’ , ¢ “
A little knowledge is, as has oftem been said, a dangerou

thing. .What Block desires is as impossible as being a
little pregnant. There will be more questions asked than can-

) »
»"safely" be .answered. To entertain so naive a thought
N 3

appears a little out of chardfCter for Block, who is repre-
sented as J'tough-ninded man. One cannot lgqfn "just encugh
about evil," and vhere there is good, there, sust also be

some evil; one cannot exist without the other.

We do not have to.go far to ¥ind evil within the

: . ]
Mennonites! own closely knit cosmunity. A most devastating

jgﬁgenent in this regard is made through a thought offered

<

by Thom Wiens_ when it comes to the "trial“ of Herman Paetkau

vwhich leads to Paetkau's being expelled from the church.
l v .

Racial discrimination is about the most®un-Christian atti-
‘ < ,
tude one can 'imagine, especgially when it is fpracticed

against a personevho converted to Christiamity. Thom's »ind
3

& [N

perceives it this way:

>
¥hy should Herman not have married
Madelaine? The reasoan lay painfully open
now: she vas a half-breed, and a . .
> ,
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Mennonite just “did not marry such a , A
b person, even if she was a Christianm.
(Peace, p-. 110) .

As it turns out later,“ Herman Paetkau, hisself at cne "«

éﬁle unaware of the fact, was also an illegitimate child, .

~adopted by his ther's sister after his al notheﬁ had

died. All this vwas used against Hetﬁan vwith a certain
brutality by Deacon Block at an earlier time when Herman had

asked for the band of Elock's'daughtar Elizabeth in marriage

(Peace, p- 114). The irony, of course, i¥ that Elizabeth

-

herself will be the mother of an illegitimate child fathered

by the "half-breed™ Louis Moosomin, and not through_rape but
N * b i -

by her own free will (Peace, p. 184). Elizabeth alsé dies,

'which seems to be the fate of most Mennonite women who have

- , ¥
an illegitimate child. This is not done for the convenience 7

- .

of the plot or according to gictorfhn,literarx convention
but instead suggests hov strong the sense of guilt must b

. ) . \
.in this -erc}less community..Ve witness here a "tura-arcubd®

¢

Priginally the Mennomite group of N
. o \
Christians is desiguned to protect the individual fros evil.

so he be a good Christian; yet, in'ierlan Paetqu's case, !

¢

the closed society turns against am innoceamt individual not\,/'

-~

because he has sinned but for the past aistakes of others.” .

Block has ohviously\fet himself up as the leader of the

' church~governsent of this sinor community {Mapiti) within a

4

larger cegmmunity (Canada), but, as the biblical quotationm
says at the heginning of the book, "he Shall be broken
uiipouf'haqd“ (Daniel 8). The validity of Block's leadership

2 N , ’ )

»

. \ . . A

! s 3

\
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is laid open to question when the reader is informed that - e
Block hés oncg nurderedra lanvigggggl p. 131). No‘latten how
justifiable Block's rage might bave been at that mosent in -
his past in Russia, when the vhole connuniey was faced with
starvation{ there is no excuse for murder in the Mennonite
church, and Block knbvs it; Block says so himself uhén he
tries to e{plain to the new teacher that, even though the
community speaks German, they do not side with Hitleré
"Killing is-never right" (Peace, p. 121).

\ Nevertheless, Block is a competent leader. He means
vell for "his" community and goveras vell alo;g accepted

principles. He certainiy does not deserve a "just rebellion®

in the sense of the “nornative“\Yieu in the calvinistic

tradition wvhich”states that wh a government "fails

’
adequately -to fulfill the functio divfﬁely assigned to it,

-

it loses its authority."i? Block's intentions cannot be
faulted. Thon tgglizes that when he pursues the opposite
view near the end of the novel. o /

Thom could not avoid the coaviction that
Elizabeth had faltered; his compulsion
against Block could not forever hide
that fact that, despite her father's
rigidity, she still had to comnsent
. personally to that act. If she vas not .
really respounsible, then\Block vas not
either, because then he also had been,
helplessly, moulded by his trainmimg. v
, ‘ Following that back, you arrived at
* ' Adam: what then? You blame Go¥. Amnd ycu
e go through life-doing what you do Q\

&

- - o i —————— 3 nTm Aman Wit~ veam———ar
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@¢f God. When we see what exists, we know therxreby what God
f i
desires us to do."20 ' -

Yoder's chapter "Rbia@ 13 and the Authority of the

~

State" does argue the point that non-resistance and obedi-

ence to the secular\ state are necessary, and thét. the sword
is also a necessity for the seculjar state’for imposing

punishment or ian defence against ag essors, but that o
Christians aust not wield, the sword henselves in defen<e of
the.u: own cause or in vengeance against the pe:petratars of
sin. It is, again, the existential Christian life of being
" at rest and at ‘peace uitli God under all circusastances, which
\\)is to be the exasple to dthers,*‘uh;ch has to be lived. In
that reSpect, guite aside from the fact that aurder is a
. capital sin in itself, ock has failed as a Christian when

he killed the Bashkir thief, evenoif the state eventually

would bave executed the thief anyway. It is not for the\
Christian to exercise reveage. By the sa‘he token it is not
for Thom Wiens to have vengeful thoughts against the Deacan

for his hardness and mercilessness in Elizabe‘th's Case.

Blocks ;.gous his sin; Thom must find the inner ;‘)ééc'e vhich a
true Christian must have in ordér to do the work of‘cod and

~ to be able to forgive while living in an imperfect world.

_ The demouement of the story starts with Chapter Ten.
° Elizabeth gives birth to an i\llegitiiate‘chila, fathered by
‘Loui.s Noososin. Nothing worse ;:ould happen to Deacon Blcck.
All his well-intentioned amthoritarian ef:ule khas not’ en-al;led‘

him to keep evil away from Wapiti , not even from his very,

o

-
-
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own family. ' -
Block 's reaction when he finds out the truth about .
Elizabeth is tellingly un—-Christian. His primary concern is

for hiding the )fkacts froa ®his" comnunity. There is no

o

compassion for either his daughter or his wife. Speaking the -

truth or admitting a failing does not even enter his mind.
The only remedy he camn think o{f is to isolate the community
further by driving out the reszining half-breeds who li;e at
the fringes of the comamunity and have so far provided scme
cheap labor. He will soon realize that reloving' the

half-bre will not help much either. Block is mowing along

the road where he will be brokea. The point the novel makes

‘here is quite obvious. One must live within the contemporary
wvorld and with this world, evil as it might be, and give an
example to others of what a good Christian life ought to hg
This applies to any small comsunity as well as to the ofen
vorld. Even a United Nations organization could not exist if
.every country werevto withdraw behind its borders and vere
to refuse to communicate and exchange ideas with others.
The probleas of uax:os, of poverty, and of illegitinéte ‘
children do pot disappear simply 'because onhe chooses to
ignore the_l. ) .
In his reaction to crises the Deacon shows indeed' that
he is a block again# Jesus and a living Christianity. .
However, it viﬁ nat cio for Thom ®iens to clastise Deaco; .

Block and end ap Jlﬁaating him. Inst&ad, he liv)es with the

4
experience which has opened his eyes to husan failings but

/

(‘ $

~ -«
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does not forsake his religious beliefs and conmvictions. Thos
Wiens pow knovs the va’lues of an exdisten'tial Christi:fn life.

It is, perhaps, a little unfortunate that the author has to

‘

resort again to unpecessary ."preaching™ in the last few
paragraphs ‘of the novel which diminish the othervise dramat-
ic conlusion:

There must lie the way. Not the paths of
conscienceless violence or one Ban’s
misquided interpretation of tradition..
They ‘brought chaos. But the path of
1 God's revelation, Chrigt's teachings
\. d clear in the Scrlptures. could he
- ' but scrape theam bare’
No. If in suppression and avoidance lay
defeat, them victory beckoned in pushing
ahead. Only a conguest by love_unites
the combatants. And in the hea f this

battle lay God's peace. .. (Peace, pp-
237- 38)
The reader need nott be told this but can reach f:his conclu-
sion on his own if he fully understar{ds the govel.
. ‘While'-» this novel restricts itself to the Menmonite
- _ community, pf Hap;iti and thereby to an environment a}xd. to
situations with )uhich the author is sost familiar and sost
con\fortable, 1t do't‘es nevertheless illuminate the universal
//\ theme of the diminishing bstx:‘e.ngth of existential
Christianity. The closed Memnnonite conlunities‘afe becoring
increasingly prosperous not only through hard work and
efficient faraming but also by benefitting fron the wars in
vhich their meabers do not actively participate becauyse they
) are conscientious objectors. These BNennonite coinunitles
support mi‘ssioparies in foreign, countries, but t}ley rr;é'fuse,
\

- . \

B L

@
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. by isolating thensefv s, to he"nissionaries‘of Christepdon
in their own coumntry. By the same token, thos$ people {and

-

that inEludes some Mennoniteés) outsme closed communities )
r " who are Christians in nase only uhxle pnrsuxng purely

- nateg:ialistic goals, mediocre ialpes, and sainly the pleas-

ures c;f .lfifen, have lost even the knowledge of how to give a

g -, good ;axampia of a Christian lifestyle. Their consciknce is
served by their putting momney in the collection box.

Rudy Wiebhe in tu.s early novel.s presents us not oply '
with a lust*ry of t:he plight of the Nennmnonites but also Hlth
his pe‘rsonal‘ phllosophy vhich tells of a c_onv1cﬂt10q that the
politics 'of Jesus vere cortéct and thqt a 'goo‘d ‘Chtistian ‘has

” ‘ to live a non-violent Christian life and give a Christian
example vherever he may be. In his later novels bé\applies
this philosophy to 511 commuynities, and we @ay be st;rprised

s

to £inds as in The Temptations of Big Bear, that t hose we

aight be teapted to call heathens can live a -ote

el

~ Christian—1like lif(e than sone self—righteous Christiauns. To

initate Christ's ways is possible for anyone, even those who

have neyer heard of Jesus of Nazareth.

[4
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Chapter Three . <. S
; | \ Y %
. . , a
o : . . J 7
" Abram and Sarah T~ /
. . N //
N ' To Giorify God in the Wildermess S
Rudy Wiebe chose not to deal with a Mennonite gbnlunity
in his second novél, pethaps for good reason. Shortly af?ér .
’ | -

_puhlicatioﬁ of Peace_ Shall gegtrog_uagx,iuigbe lost his job .
as editdr of a Mennonite journal in ﬁidhipeg.Z“Apparehély -
the Hennonlte church leaders were not pledsed with uhat they

. assuned to be ‘the author's llplleh criticisa of llfe ulthxn

uennonxte colonies. . - . \

It is refreshxng to get avay, in Z;; and V;ta "
Candle, erl the sopeuhat oppressive and confinqd settxng of

 Wiebe's earlier book. the author addresses the same problen

> ‘of rel;gious falth or the lack of it, but reverses the

approach followed ln "his flrst novel. In Peace, the doubter

=3 T

- —

Thop ilens, vho is the central character, is a believer at
the outset. He makes Jp his pind to beconme ancexiste;tialiét
Cariééian aﬁ the end of the.novel. In'zifs; and_Vvital
Candle, the aain character is Abe Ross who ié/gf;ptical at
the outset bwt:vﬁo, by the end, updetStanés the fpower Qf ¢
faith. Yet, we are nA{ convinced that\he,yfs founé‘innet
pgace:mhope,'pe:haps, but qot‘peace, because all that he ﬁés
éxper;enced "pade thgllife he still bad.to live hgrdly less

fearful® mgg;_e,_ P- 354).. . T
. L ‘
Abe Ross is a man vho is bltter about his experlences

« i 11fe. He questions the validity of telzglous-beliefs
A3

5



Frstem o, e

L.

1y , 184-145)

27 ; ]

1 ~ .
. ¢ N
. . .

because of a severe childhood under the rule of a
cold-hearted and overly strict father who eventually cursed
Abe and expelled hins from.the family. Abe’s subsequent

i

exposure to the perils of war and to thé seracns of
rev1va115t pceachers has not helped natters. ]
The novel statts in Winni peg slth Abe s search for
v
Godf's grace which he senses to be incorporated in the white
shape of a graceful womap he glimpses. Near the end of the
novel he finds that woman, Sally Houell. Under,pontract to
the Probisher Company, Abe goes to Frozen Lake to f1ght for
the survival of one Frobisher trading ppst located there,
but he aust also fight against the influence of Satan who
appears in the form of Sigurd Bjornesen. Abe's aunbelief is
7 ~ & ’ ‘ r e
mocked by Josh Bishop, a preacher at Frozen Lagg, who
caétiops Abe against trying to find a ratiomal explanation
tor everything. When Abe is ready to go to an Indian
conjuring session, he opens a conversation with Josh with a
condescending remark: : -
"] quess I better go doun and see vhat's
going on. I wouldn't wvant to -miss being
convinced.” "You shouldn®'t fight so
hard,” Josh said, "It takes an educated
: man to be less hkuman than a heathen." -
"Less human!™®
"Yes. Thinking he can logically explain
everything that happemns."™ (Candle, pp-
Abe does get physical evidence that conjur1ng can work (his
pre11ously lost ha®d-gun is magically returned to him) wvhich
shatters his self-coanfidence. ’ . -
At Prozen Lake Abgkalso meets Sally Howell, a teacher

~S_“

‘
Lo




;J_ by W

28

vho instructs the children of the Indianpcalp. Sally finally
succeeds in rekindling the flame of Christian faith within
Abe. Unfortunately sSally dies du;ing a spring flood thEL
swamps the cabin on Brink Island to which Sally has

"~

retreated ‘for solitary prayers, and Abe's physical love for

_ SiLly is left unfulfilled. The brilfiant, golden glory cf

God's grace, however, remains uithip Abe as a result of
Sally’s influence on him during their shoft acquaintance.
Wiebe makes :EE of color ;ylbolggi, death il{gery, and
even satanic imagery to emphasize Abe Boss's position as ocne
who has lost faith in God and is obliged to struggle with
denons'in his journey through life. The function of the
novel is well endﬁph defined in the epigraph, a quotaticn
fros Gerald Bahley nopkf%s' poes "The Cén le Indoors.®
Some tandle clear burns somewbére I come .

by. T
I muse at how its being puts blzssful

back ' 2

With yellowy moisture uild night's

blear-all black,

Oor to-fro tender tranbea-s trunckle at
* - the eye. ’

-
By that ulndon what' task what fimngers
Ply,
I plod wondering, a-wanting just for
lack -
,  Of ansver /the eagerer a~wanting Jessy or
Jack

There God "to aggrandise, God to glorify

Conme you indoors, co-e home; your fading

fire

Mend first amd vital candle in close '
heart's vanlt: )

You there are master, do yodr own

desire;

What hinders? Are yog beam-blind, yet to

a faalt

In a neighbor deft -handed? are you that
K * liar .

s
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And, cast by couscience out, spentsavour
salt?

' {Cagdle, epigraph) b
This passage seeks to glorif} qu and revitalize the "first
and vital candle" of religious faith uiikin the heargjff

Ran.

As Abe BRoss valks aimlessly through Winnipeg in pursuit

of peace of mind, he noticgs
[
(g§:d;e,‘p. 9), a beautif

metaphor for a state

he inagé of.a "white shége"‘
female figure, which is iiebe;s
heavenly grace which wil}l, if |
reached, lead to ifner peace. This gtace,‘houevér} eéscages
Abe and vanishes i the*night. As it does, Abe's fight
with the demons of the undwr-world and his imability to
experience Christ are e;pressed‘in color syabolisa uhicgl
contrasts black and dark-blue22 with the color vhite.

‘>' In pursuit of the graeeful vhite image, Abe desceﬁds
into "pale blqé lighkt," is addreé;ed by a‘;aifresg whose
nblack dress pushes her body at him.™ He orders "black®
coffee while, "on ,the edge of his visidm=like a white curve
sat the girl" (capdle, p- 10). When Abe tries to follow her
home, he remembers his arrival %n Hinipeg by plane. "Flying
in at night the reflection of the streets shone purple on
the ebony of the two” spakish tivggé;\?tgnd;e, pe 17). The

blackness {(ebony) and snakishness of\.the rivetévére examples

)

of satanic imagery, which is ironic because Wiebe normally
»

uses the image of the river as a metaphor for Christianm
; . . 5
iuﬁer,peace§23 Abe*s "glance snagged against blue™ (Capdle,
L :

ps--18) again as he searches for the elusive graceful wosan

®

¢
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through the glass Bf a store window. Finally, he stares at a
*black" cab vhose driegt*fgzyatgﬁihg him (Candle, f. 18).

At the end of Chapter Two in Part Cne of Candle, which
follows an almost violeni Qfgunént betuéen.the German
harpsichordi;t Schvafe and an Americam airforce officer,
Bill Granger, about vwar and killing of hunﬁﬁ beings (Candle,
pp%34-37), Wiebe uses death imagery in the description of a}

P

dance scene. Abe dances with Sherris Kincomnell, "ﬁer eyes
hollow in the faded iigbt e« her open‘ﬂguth a'p;nk—rimled ’
hole...," and he continues with his observation of tﬁe other
dancing couples "-they blurred past battered to ﬁgliness¢
éruesqne, led by the thin A;érican and his péttner, faces
skull-like in the darkness, their any aras rising and
falling alterﬁziely in crooked sic:§h—sueepsf {Candle, F-
38) . The metaphor used~in:the description of Sherris
Kinconnell shoué contempt for decademt civilization, and the
dance-scene makes. the statement that spiritual death has
occurred in this society, pr}or to nornél, physical death.

The author experinFnts 'in this novel with .the

stream—-of-consciousnress technigque, partic&}atly in
a ~ " -

flashrhacks. He- does so in CKapter .Ten where he uéesvthis
technigue within conventioﬁal b *criptive passages as Abe
returns to his college years and to the time when he was an
infantry-man in ‘Pe Second World War {(Candle, pp. 180-184).
.‘eégihet exasple. of the stream-of-consciouspess tgchpigue can
be found in the flash—back while Abe is in the "Red Vine"

night club together with Jim maélaren (Candle, PP- 61—62).

‘ i . ~

* . ; :

. [N
.
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* ‘ - ’ . : !
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It is applied-to good purpose there as it poimts a finger at

L4 » -

the "false Cﬁristianity" of revival neetings,’uhiéh are

likened tY’fhe sometines senseless lyrlcs of songs in %he ;

night club and to the contorted dance scenes there. The sape
-~

m& technique is used again\in the long flash-back“passage in

Chapter Seventeén (Part Seven) of the novel where the

howling of the dogs p}events the preacher Josh, standing <

- beside the conjurer Kekekose, froam addressing the Indiap

g band- ‘ ° ‘ ) ) !

e
Bowling dogs are §Yl9011¢ of Satan's presence in

seveﬁal passages of the nowvel« ﬂﬁen the preacher Josh is RN

-
\

tenporarily\pneiented from éddressing the Indians (Ca dlg‘
pp.4309-310), their hovling signifies £he presence of ;afan *
. who is about to be driven out through the force of prayer,

both from a distance (Sally"in the cabin on Brink Island)

and at the Frozen Lake camp. The howling of a dog also‘plays ;

‘ the role of announcing Satan's approach before Bjorpesen's

arrival—it the conjuring session f(Candle, p. ,159). Bjormesen

L3

promptly destroys the tent in which Kekekose, an Ojibwa
~comnjuror, was trying to wvork black magic in order to sivg

the 1life of Harry Sturgeon, the man who vas-cursed by .
., Bjornesen earlier and now appears to dying as a result of

that curse. ]
. ‘ )

The reference to Sally's "terrifyingly perverse

Eeavenly lover she now sought and”vho found her alone" v
igggg;g‘ p. 321) presages her death. She will be taken away .

by her heavenly lover to be with Hin forever. Abe, in his

‘ Y

4
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mind, connects the “great white dog" he sees loping into the
grey underbrush (Capdle, p. 322) with Sally,.sitting at the
takle in her cabin, praying. Indeed, the dog is "an eablen

of faithfulness ... In a more profound“%ense, though still

-

related to the foregoing, the dog is ... the companion cf
the dead on ‘ﬁeir *Night Sea Crossing'."2¢ The flash-back in

this chapter is well placed, as it impressés on the readeg a

a

sense of the drama in the high point of the story, which is

Sally's sacrifice and the success for Josh and Lena in the

conversion of the Indian band to Christianity. )
4

4

Much of the storf is held together by the convincingly

-

told drama of thé'tough life endured by the people of the

north country. Budy ¥iebe is at his best vhen be tells

- stories about nan engaged im the strugqlé for survival in a

rugged, untamed land. A particularly good example is Part 1 -

: @
. Two of the novel {Candle, pp. 67-84) which describes the

fate of one Eskiso woman, Oolulik, who has to kill the

naddened Ukva in order to save her own l;fenand those of hes

children. . //

-

~

The inadeguacy of ‘the Judeo-Christian religous laws and
the ‘white laﬂ's‘secul&? laws is clearly demsonstrated in an
environment where the survival of the fittest is the only

vay to naintaih the species.¢Oolulik, who vas comvergga to

Christianity, promptly loses the little faith she hadzleft

~when she thrusts the Bible, withoat opening it for reading,

under the rocks which hold the re-aiﬁs of her husband Itooi.

Klthough the story imn Part Two of the book is obviously

-
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inserted to provide a stdrk contrast ta the senselessness of
civiiized society in the bij city (Winnipeg) and to emphar
size Abe's doubts about the purpose of hun;n life, it
provides a drau;’and tension that ;s very rarely found
elsevhere in thé book. The ultinale(obscenity is RCHP
Corporal Bl;ke's unfééling applicaiion of the vhite man's

law. Oolulik coemri}ts suicide in jail, having lost ber ‘faith

and, vith the loss of her family, her purpose in life. Cpe

14’

senses that she could never have received proper justice. .-

The white\ man's lavw provides for a suspect®s right to be, ‘ ‘-
I t Co :

judged by b peerg, but would there have been any Eskinmos

4 .

on any jury judging Oolulik? - hardly! The same dilemma
a

returns in Wiebe's fourth mnovel, The Tenmptations-of Big

Bear. Chief Big Bear is jpdged by a jury of white mem who
are unfamiliar with the realities of life within an Imndian -

band and with the need of the Indiam nation fcr hunting
grounds. . , . . v
. 2 Q N
The names of t of the main characters arertaken fros s

014 Testament mythology. ™Abe"™ Ross reaminds the reader cf

Abram (or Abrahanm),’ ®"Sally*™ Howell of Sarah (vhose role as
»

Abram's wife will never be fulfilled), "Josh® of Joshua,

which is a variant of Jeshua or "Savior" (ironically, the
5

#iblical Joshua was also a military leader and the comgqueror
of Palestipe). Only Josh's vife Lena, a mibor character, is

connected. vith a figqure from the New gestalent, Mary J -

'

Magdalene (a harlot converted to Christianity and serving as :
L}

‘a symbol for the repemtent sinner). Even Satan 4s present in

- -
' . , |
o
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_the shape of Sigurd Bjornesei, who is called " gagoss"™ (fox)

bylthe Indians (Candle, p.123)§ the fox vas a synbol of the

devil in the middle ages.2S These characters do not exactly

- e

pecapitulatefthe'roles of their Biblical namesakes, but by
using theit';ales the author, guite intentionally, provides
us with Bibflcal ailusions which serve to undegscore these
characi;ersl numerous religious dialogques agd arguments.
Rhile Rudy #iebe's strength and the success of his
second novel lie %n his competent and gripping telling of

the stories of the native Eeople, the weakness and, perhaps,

.ltipate failure of Figrst amd Vital candle show both in the

lack .of sharactefization of all the éupporting figures and

12 their (and Viebe's) repeated and persistent efforts to
pre;ch certain religlous beliefs — .even, sore or less, to

pﬁsh thosée beliefs - upon the reader. In term$s of character-
ization, the reader only gets to kmow Abe éo§s really well.
His Presbyterian ”hélifire ;nd briastone" upbringing aad his
righteous but cold-heéarted and cruel father explain Abels -.
attitudes.a;;\fhe Qisﬁelief which he re{ains thfgggh most éf'
the ;ovél. The reader learns from Abe's expecxence;a

effectively presaited by the flash~back technxque, uhy he

.harbours a violent streak aand vhy he dislikes fpushy

missionaries. All this is very real and understandable. The

>

4 -
passages of teligﬂsns dialogue, however, somehow seem

unxeal. The snppotting.dgaracters do pot speak as one .wculd

R Y .
expect real flesh-and-blood human beings to speak in the

\

s B ’ i ! ~
scenes which are set up by the author. Mu€h of this might be

k) .
. ! »
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due to the lack g? characterization.

Pracéically notpigg is disclosed about the Icelander,
Mr. Siguid F. BBOFnesen, With the exception that he is a
"big grey-headed brute® (Candle, p. 110) and’ that he was a
trapper (Candle, p- 106), "borm on Hecla Island, Lake |

¥innipeg, Manitoba, and ... visited his father's ancestral .

home in Iceland for three years when he vas twentycne"

(Candle, p. 214). His facial expression of ™so clear and
»

M
clean a hatred" (Candle, p. 115) of the.Frobisher stores
seens exaggerated. Why does Bjornesen practice black-magic
by cucgieg people like a true Satanist vhen he already hés a

firm grip on the trading business, and why the hate‘fogethe

Brobisher stores when he must know already that Frobisher at
Frozen lLake will not survive the cosmpetition with him? hosh

thinks Bjormesen saight be doing this siaply for "ampusement"
-
{candle, p- 173). This seems a strange reason for a sane

AN
-

human being who ‘acts normally othervise.

The preacher Joshua Bishop, like_Abe, no longer

. believes in the creed of the church he attended as he grew

_up, but he has retained his belief in God {Camdle, p- 174).

He is profoﬁndly opposed to.;%olence and beliejyes that love
conguers all. Be get to know very lit;lg else of hia. Ve
know even‘less of Lena Bishop. Sally Howell is a sacrificial
lasb and a sounding board fbr the author's religious theo-

ries. The latter also applies to Jd%h- The pretext for

#

3
_religious dialogue is,. in the case of Josh, Abe's atteapt to

learn the Ojibwas®' language, and in Sally's case it is Abe's
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search for grace which leads to his growing love for Sally.

Out of a book totalling 354 pages, 47 pages (or 14%) are

devoted to religious dialogue. This makes First apd Vital

ngd%e ttu}y Budy Wiebe's most didactic novei. .
» The atgunents‘betueén Granger, Schwafe (Candle, pp.
34-37), ﬂarsdeﬁ and Josh 1Cagdle, PpP- 238—205) concerning
military force versus pBCLfLSB have a familiar ring to theanm.
Marsden's argusent in favor of the military "Becauge some-
body's got to do the dirty uotkﬁ igggﬁlg; p. 240) mirrcdrs
the arquaent between Thom Wiens and Annamarie in ggggg’lhe;
Annanarle talks about the probable thought that might gc
through the mind of a so—calfgd #"yn-Christian® participant
in the ‘wags "[If] we maust fight to protect pacifists 50 that

they may have the right to think as they do, then the

. . < .
majority, the non-believers, die so that the minority, the

believers, way 1ive. Who, then is the martyr for’faith?"

. i YR
{Peace, 'pp. 85-46) . .

When Sally says to Abe: "When weighed in the final -
God's — balances'?ur very~bes£! or what we thimk it is,'is
'1itt1e more than scui; Jgggi;gL p- 313), thg reader is bard
pressed to believe that a uonaﬁ in the noréﬂetn solitude,
while being elbtaégd by the man she loves, would tai: li}e
that. It aight just bar§?7\he believable if tSis had been
uttered by a Nennonite within a closed uennopiFe colony but
nét in the setting ve are presented with. Yeg,'ne kyow thér

author meains for Sally to say exactly that, because it is

éuite similar to Josh's statement earlier in the novel vhen
a2
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he says to Abe: "human decency aand,goodness, beautiful as it

_is to man, the Biblical prophets tell us isn't worth much in

God's eyes; in fact it'§ worth nothing" (Capdle, p. 173).

A further fault of the book is its slide into melodrama

at the end, when Abe is at Sally's graveside. "Crying in

tides that crested and fell and rose again: all the years of
dearth moving in him at last to balance again the ledger of
)

his humanness,; not of agony but of tears™ (Capdle, p. 352).

One might also regret the inconclusive nature of the egding.

A goes "to the city perhaps" (Capdle, p. 354), Violet
<

Eﬁght become a teacher to replace Sally, the Probisher store

‘:ill close, but the Indians, the Bishops, and Bjormesen will

still be around, doing what they have always dome. Perhaps

>
[ Y

there will be a little less violence.
The great moments in Capndle are the\insights the reader
gains into the life of the people of the northlfnd. Igese
are fascinatihﬁ and make for exgciting reading. In Rudy -
s

Wiebe's later novels wve find the techuique of story telling

nore/prevalent and%the “preaching" dialogues less obvious,

@ remains forever present.

le the idea about the importance of living an existential

o

-,
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The Mennonites' Pilgrimage

and Spiritual Experience © ‘ [::j
- n

Wiebe's The Blue Mountains of Chipa (1970) overcomes

most of the artistic problems, especially that'of overt
didacticism, which ver@ present in his first two novels. The
author makes good use of his stp€ngth in story telling.

At first sight, the novel seeas to be.,a collection of
short stories centering atoung the moral that "the grass' is
not always greener on the other side of the fence,* if cne
substitates the word "mountains® for the J{rd "fepce." The
title might relind“}heureader of Thomas Caapbell's 1799 egic

poen "Pleasures of Hope," which contains the following

1
i

'Tis distance lends enchant—

.ment to the view

And robes the mountain in its

azure hue.26 i
&

The epxgraph “to The Blde gggg g;g of China, a quotation of

the last five lines in Part VI fron a poenm titled 'rhe
Pride™ by the Regipa~born poet John Nevwlove, however, is

appropriate to a' movel which vwill concern itself mainly with
]
the proud history of the Mennonite church and her followerse.
the knowledge of
our origins, and—where
we are im truth,
vhose lamd this is -
~and is to be.2?

A closer examination and thorough reading reveal that
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this novel is indeed more than a collection of short
stories. As a matter of fact, it is uell‘;%tegtaye& and
vorks on tvo levels: ihe physical pilgrimage cof the
Mennonites from comaunist Russia to the Aserican contin?nt,
and their struggle to keep their faith intact, both individ-
ually and collectively in a violent and materialistic wcrld
(i.e. their spiritual pilgrimage). Rather than being icld
by the author how a ¢hristian life ought to be lived, the
reader nov experiences, through a nusber of stories, each of
which gives an account of the fate of a Memnonite fanily,

how important it is to man to be at peace with God and,

theteby, at pemce with himself. Perhaps the best example o

this philosophy is David Epp's final action in Chapter Ninel

a

He returns to the abandoned village inm, Bussia,” having bkelped

* ’

nost of the coamunity to escape into China from that

I

village, because he feels quilty about the fact:that some, .
@
Mepnonites from peighbouring communities had to be deserted

and will pow be exposed to the wrath of fme communists. He
sits at the empty table in his former home, thinking:
over every hilltop is peace now every
‘ treetop moves through you: every breath

cease the nestlings hush in the wood now
only wait you too will socon have peace.

{Mountaips, p. 1480).

IhronEh his apparently ir:atiogal act of returning to the
place where prosecution by the coﬁlunisgnanthOtities will be
a certainty, Epp has reaché&\ﬁ e peace of recoanciliation -
with God. |

. ¢ . . . .
The stories are told from the points of view of nine
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different characters. One page'hfter the chaptér index of

the b&;k, a list of principal characters is sufgplied which

2
helps to emphasize the conmections betveen all thirteen

chipters. The author makes successful use of the flash-back

and the strean—of-consciousnessi which serve to round cut
i -

the characters involved {gﬁ_&gﬂhelp the reader understand

the characters® actions.

3

One chapter title appears four times: "My Life: That's
As It Was." These titles are inserted in the novel in an

expanding arithmetical series of chapter numbers, i.e.
/

Chapter One, Chapter Three, Chapter Six, and Chapter Ten. In
these chapters Frieda Ftibsen narrates her life-story in a

~sosetimes rather dry iéary style, often humorcus, but always

+

in character, the vay one would expect a woman with only

four or five years of Mennonite village school education to

-

coapunicate. Prieda is a woman wvho maintains her peace with

God in all situations and wvho is capable of overcoaing

\

temptations when they arise. ’

Frieda is already a great-grandmother

&
S

{("Urgrossmuttchi™) and has just returned to Paraguay fros a

startipg with her birthday on April 22, 1883, im Neuboden,

Manitoba,\to the point of her engagement with Johann K.

Priesen of \Schoenbach, Manitoba im 1902.

Chapéér\xtg;y:§ons and Heirs,® tells of the fate of

\J" .
Jakob Friesen the fifth, in Karatow in the Soviet Union. It

is told in the third person from Jakob's point of view agd

v

A v e s PRl 4 o e = o 4~

&
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contains numerous flashgbacks and streau-of-consoiouspess

passages which explain the.reason for Jakoh'grdesiructicn.
- ra . |

Chhpter Three returns to Prieda Friesen'sﬁnarfative and

acaounts for her life between her engagement and Wet arrivaI'

children,

in Paraguay. It covers her lﬁ;:iaqe, birth of tenl

and her moment of tenmnptation which she.ovétco:es, findiné

forgiveness of all sins in God's grace iuoun;gigsl P nex.:
Chapter Four: titled "Black Vulture," introduces thé
s | 1
reader to Samuel Reimer and his fanil}'s history. It is

presented in the third-person voice from Samuel Reiner's

iV"‘vieupoi.nt asHe tells it to his son John. The "Black f

" yulture® is an allusion to EP‘ "GPU's long tlack limousipe

--- that Black Raven" {Mouptains, p- 65}, but it also
signifies the'”b}ac&ness" of the fourth Jakob Friesen's soul
which is the séul of a man vho has long before replacedi
obedience to God and Christian faith with obedience to momey
and saterial goods., This chapter provides a continuatién of
Chapter Tvo where the reader has met Jakob Friesen, the soa
abandgned to the GPU in Karatow.

.In "Over the Red Line® (Chhpter Five) the moveament froa
childlike innocence into the realm of experience is told by
u?y of Liesel Driedigeris travel across the equator on the
ocq;n‘linet which is &:ansporting a Mennonite community on
their way frona Canada‘to Paiagnay* Liesel observes the
telpti;g vorld outside the confines of the rigid Mennomite

coamunity. It is tantamount to a "rites of passage® ceremo-

nial. After observing, sécretly, a pair of dancers in the

[ o

PO {

&
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first-class salon and listening to the syncopated dance
music, she rumns to the bow of the ship and expfriences(he:
first orgasam (Mountains, pp. 81-82). After that experience
she observes a couple having sex on deci behind an air
funnel andvshedfeelg revulsion (Mouptains, pp. 82—83);

Finally, by accident, she falls into the ocean for ber

baptisa (Qggntainsi’p. 84) « Liesel Driediger reappears in,
the final Eﬁapter as."Dr. Elizabeth Cereno," a quite worldly
person [(Mogntaims, p. 189) with little of her Christian
faith intact.

Chapter Six continues Frieda Friesen's life story with
her and her faamily's arrival at Puerto Casado in Paraguay
and ‘the tn}?i% and .disease she and 2000 other Mennonites
encounter &Q\that rough, hot, nev land. Frieda loses four of‘
her own children t9 typhus fever im Puerto Casado. Settled
down in Schoenbach, their new vil;aqe in the gLhaco, Fri¥sa’
Friesen reports th;kbitth of hér last child,“ﬁohann,‘on
uoiénber 1, 1928. Her account ends with the wedding of her
daughter Marie to Heinz Fehr ifi 1933 and the subsequent 'Q:f
of Heinz and Marie Fehr and four hundred other uennopit;s
back to Canada a year later. A

Chapter Seven, "“The Well," descrjbes Anna Funk’'s

experience - and the mecanderings of her mind concgﬁging

Memnonite vomen's lot - at the .well in Schoenbach, Paraguay.

Anna is a daughter of Frieda Friesén. Her father's

strictness and his fatalistic attitude, "fighting one's

destiay ié\;ébellion against God" (Mountains, p. 100), had

-

' .

o
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precluded the 'possibility of a marriage betveen h%r and a
more liberal-ainded “Russlandet" Mennonitg. Abran Funk,
Anna‘'s husbapd, is more in llne ‘with Johqqn Priesen's ideas
of what a Mennonite woman should be like.

’Clﬁisters of the Lilies“™ (Chapter Eight) retur%; to
the fate of Jakob Friesen IV who is on the way to a labcr
camp in Siberia. In a rgined bpilding which appears to have
once been a cloister, Jakob wvitnesses the sacrifices an
unknown man and won;; make in order to have a chance to be ©
with their son. This contrasts strongly with Priesen's
abandoning of his owvn son’ to-the GPU, but he does not seenm
to grasp the meaning of it all. . o

Chapter Nine portrays the sacrifice of David Epp who is
instrumsental in spiriting part of a Mennonite community out

of Russia across the blue mountaims of China. This is the

chapter from vwhich the novel takes its ‘title.

' Stream-of-consciousness and flash-back techniqués are

applied here to good purpose.. This chapter also lays the

ground vork for and supplies the contact to "The Vietnas

-

Call of Samuel U. Reimer,” ?he penultimate chapter of the
Qovel.‘”brink Ye all of It" transforas David Epp frén a
guilt-ridden man into a lartgr vho surrenéers himnself
totally to God's grace. I} starts with a louse ihiéi David
kills, and. it ends with¥ louse which he, while back in the
abandoned house, permits to feed of his own blood as he is

vaiting for £hq'ultilate peace in a dreaam-like passivity.

Prieda Priesen returns with the final instaldent of her

L

- -

a
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life story in Chapter Ten, Tﬁe vac betveen Paraguay'and
Bolivia has finally ended. Frieda becomes sick with cancer

of the tongque but survives the oédeal. She accepts all,
because * ...:t comes fron‘Go;, strengt} and sickness, want r
and plenty"ﬁiﬁougtains, p. 145). Prieda survives her busband
vho dies in 1958 and goes to visit her relatives in Canada
vho have grown vea}thy. She soon returns, however, to
Schoenkach in Paraguay. For Frieda Friesen speed and wealth

-

are of no consequence.
éhapte: Eleven, "Wash, this Sand and Ashes," is a

six—pabe'interlude, describing David Epp's and John Beimer's
inpresfioﬁs~of the tribal lives of the wild¥Indians of
Paraguay. As the reader le;tns later fro: a discussion
between Samuel Reimer and a'psychiatrist, David Epp is ghe
son of the David Epp who sacrified biaself, a“;r having
helped part of a Mennonite colony in their fiight fron
Coamunist Russia to Ch;na, to atone for abandcn;ng other
_Lnngcent Bennonites to the coamunist wrath (Mouptaips, 5.(
171). He works as a missionary amongst the Indians but makes
‘no serious attempt to convert them to Christianity. Instead
he tries to nndetstand their faith and their rituals. 1This
may be a primer for Rudy Wiebe's next novel, Ibe Tespt ;_ggg
gﬁ_j;g_ggg;L where the author attempts to make the reader
understand that a so-called nheathen® is not necessarlly
un—Chrlstlan.

Chapter Twelve, which tégaf the dramatic story of

Samnel U. Reimer, contains many icbnies and instances of, “»

. . ¢

b‘
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black hunor.xuennonites do not, as a rhlg, use middle
in@}ial; in their names. It can therefore be Sssﬁned that |
the ;b" implies an addressing of "You" as the contemporary
human being, the quasi-Christian. Sam Reimer supposedly
hearS the voice of God telling him to go and proclaim peace
in Vietnam. No one, of course, believes him, and he fails té
carry out God*s wish. This is juxtaposed with David Bpp';
action in China. Sam finally dies, bis -spirit brokem. His .
final words make the cénnection between David Epp's

. .
martyrdom and Sam Reimer's failure. .

"It was a mistake. #hen I heard the
voice, I should of gone. Left a note and
gone. When you know like that, are
chosen, you shouldm't wait, talk. Go."
"Saa," she said, "™Sam, what would it
have helped? #hat?"
“payhe not a thimng, nothimg. Like that
- BEpp that went back." He thought a
little. "Yes. It would have helped
nothing. But do it, that's it. Some of
it, just do it," he added heavily.

'{Noyptaims, p. 179)

Some of the tragedy of Samuel U. Reimer's fate carries
ovér into the final chapter, Chapterfrhirteen, titled "On_
the Way." 1In that chapter John Beimer ‘carries out a "walk
of repentance.® With a heavy wooden ctéss on his shoulder.
he valks alongside the Albe%ta highways just ea;t of the )
Rocky ﬂ?untains (lountajns, p. 194). Jobn Bejimer is samuel
U. Reimer's brother, the same aan who accompanied the

. niss@onaty Dawvid Epp in Paraguay. in Ch'apter Eleven, The‘
final chapter is masterfully dome,because it brings togethef

i 1
many of the characters the reader has met in previous

Lo e
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chapters. It also{fhovs the devéloplent of many of the -
individual characters of the novel by reveaiing how they
have reconciled their lives asJMennonites amd as, Canadians
with contemporary, materialistic sociét;. Very little of the

real Christian spirit seems left in them. Except for Jokln

Reinmer, t¢ey have all "sade it™ in the world (Mouptains, p.

‘204) . Nothing resains: in most of them which bears any

reseablance to the strictly controlled life within a

. Hennonite colony, nor does God's peace test anyvhenme withip

them. It 1is pot iniiuated that any of these characters are
against religion, Gad, or Jesus, but it is clegzly shown
that they no longer really care about the(%rne meaning of
Christianity and that they are not even aware of that fact.

The above cursory recapitulatiom of all chapters of The
Blue Mountains of China shovws how the physical pilgfilagg of
the Mennonites froa Russia to America is unified imto a
novel from a strlng of short stories, each of which concerns
itself wvith the fate of a Nennoaite fanlly. But the book is
much more than this for it shows fpe attentive reader how
the author balanmces é;é ideal existential Christian faith
vith the original Anabaptist rules and the all-tdo=strict

- . . -

regulations of some closed Mepnenite communities and how he

comes out squarely in favour of the existential Christian

}ife. This message is delivered with only a few scarce

remanants of didacticisa in this novel.
The problem of violence, for lastful purposes, material
gains, or im self-defense, iS‘aéain explored as in the

+

v
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previous-novels, but it is treated much more thoronghly.

While in geagelg all Destroy Many ve learn about Deacon

’ Block's sin of murder only through Block's owun thonghts as

¢, \
»
he thinks abcnt his past hard t1nes, in ghe Blne Honntains

of Chipa the reader actyally experlences the young Jakob,
?riesen's dileama gy observin§ his actions. The regdet is
permitted to look intg the disintegrating mind of a young
Mennonite whose world is crashing down arqund him while he
is saprepared fér this catastrophe.. -4 —

After the young FrieSen was released by the GPU and
returned to the farnm, his first impression was: "The house
was a black hgbe.‘alack." {¥ountajns, p. 13). The *black
hole® is Wiebe!s metaphor for spiritual depravity. He uged
it jn his previous novel, First and Vital Candle, vhere he
described Sherris Kinconnell'’s features during tgs dance:wt
the Kinconnell party, although the "blacknessf is onir
inplied- there: " _..her mouth a piﬂ’?rinled hole" {(Candle,
p. 38). “

'A narrative flash-back tells-all about the un=Christian
attitudes which vere prevalent in the Priesen household. The
passage is rife with expressions of pride, gteed: and

: -~

viclencb, and the tone is condescending:

“His father had told hiam how Escha 4
atrived four years hefore while he vas
avay in bhis last year of Zenmtralschul, -
barefoqot in ripped pants and forearms
hanging like baas, - knowing one Louge:nan
vord: awbeide, awbeide, as if Friesen
didn't knov Russian better than he.
Priesen had said, "Go clean the baram,"
and wvhén the gchlupga [rascal] had

- stolen mothimg more than two pans of

o ' ("
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buns cooling in the pantry window and
. ‘ , bent over to take his whipping with less
screaaing than standard, Friesen gave

" . ‘ "kim a shirt, a blanket for sleeping in -

™~ . . the loft, grease to xub on his cuts and

' . said stay. When Jakob came home with his

! , # diploma his fat said nov- they had a
- steady to do’ the ox—work and they would

- really start to fara.

e o s eacevsssspOwe ®Sovesecsssnseusqesses

' Rhat anarchy, drough't; fear left could -
. ~ wbe had for the spitting; in two years-:
they controlled thé™aill, owned four
_ farms, egquipped, and managed fthe village
" studfara uhere eight Cossacks worked,
- the biggest’ operation in Karatow Colony
despite taxes on every knife and stravw.
\ After harvest in 1928 the whole family
. . even took a holiday imn Odessa, travel~
1ling flrst class on train and, ship.

- ‘ ;- (!Qﬂg 9!2.; pp. 19-20)

a Both Priesens, father apd son, have developed a spiritual

. blindness whic& pteventg;}hen £rom realizing what everycne
g - ’ . , . 3 N “
observing them can see. They have committed the sins of '
s S . ' L
) - pride and disrespect for their fellow humah\beings and show

v

. f Y o ‘. ¢
. . concern only for their own well-being. SaVﬁPg their sguls

through prayer and obedience to basic moral laws has been
- . ! . . \ 1
turped into a farce vi value.

* There cam.be no doubt how the youdy Friesen feels when

-

o be lirtle

i

" " ae confroats jéspa who, to Jakol, appears
&

better than a nimal. Escha satisfies his

: 0
{ R
j

ana® enjoys then wlthoup suffer;ng pangs of guilt. Thls

tuggl drxves

¢

contrasts sharply with kob's attitudes. In a w

‘ented strean-qf-conscxousness passage,- bhe reader leards

h 2

about’ Qakob's reptessed natgral instincts lhxch will prove

re..

LY

" to be'hxs flnal nndoano ’ | ) T

AN
'.&k,‘ . the Russian 91t1 in the vater naked .
sgdaiting and tisinq I never confessed

i . L

; . -' ‘ ,. ? “’Q. ) ‘ ) ) ‘ d {
l: . ‘ N ~

i ,
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that I sad my sister vhen and wet
- playing with Jesus has come again will

e you be ready when the trumpet sounds six

times I was not feady vith all nz sins . .
be has cose... (Mouptains, P. )

Jakob's earlier guoted recollections conceruning Escha's

background and the way in which he was hired by Jakob®s

t ’
father follow closg}y Jakobt!s nirrot-ekperienSe. As Jakob

—

observes his unshaven, haggard face, a result of his
anrlson-ent in a mirror, fe suddenly realizes Escha is
standeg behind him, looking very w8ch like Jakob. hllself.

.s«caved-in eyes glaring; a hideous
face that bound him, staring, and
heavily, heavily in its shadowy swaying
it broadened, began to double in
grotesque extended repetition, the
double lips twisting, leangthening slowly
like a water image into grin that jarred
bim to comprehension and he wheeled to
Escha so ¢lose his shouldex hoisted him-
under the chin and against the table...

* =~ {Mouptajms, p. 19)

~ Escha, it‘seegp, reseables Jakob's darker side or shadoyw.

There will be continuous fighting betveen Jakob and Eséha.

It is of interest, in conmection with Jakcb Vv's fate,

to read C. G. Jung's essay ¢tntitled “Introduction to the

Religious and Psychological Probleas of Alcheay,*™ which

étte-pts to explain psychoanalytical probl?ls encountered in

the treatment of neuroses.

d bDuring the process. of treatment the
dialectical discussion leads loglcally

' . 10 a- meétihg between the patient and his
shadow, the dark half of the psyche

‘ which ve invariably get rid of by means

-0of projection:

the personal unconscious (i.e., the

_shadow) are indistinguish@ably merged

mith the archetypal contents of the
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collective unconscious aand drag the
latter with then wvhen the shadow is
“ + brought into consciousness.?®
C. 6. Jung makes other statements in his essay which

come very close to the conmcerms Rudy Riebe expresses im his

novels, particularly in The Blue Mouptaimns of Chipa. Fcr

exanple, ,;,/
The great events of our world as planned N
.and executed by man do not breathe the :
spirit of Christianity, but rather of
‘unadorned paganisa. '
Christian civilization has proved hollow
to a terrifying degr«ee. it is all .
/veneer, but the inner man has remained
untouched and therefore unchaoged. The
soul is out of key with the external
beliefs. In his soul the Christian bas
not kept pace vwith external develop- - L r
ne . Yes, everything is to be found
eutside - in isage and in word, in
Church and Bible - but never inside.29

Jung is talking about the "inner peace," the "mighty inner
river™ which is so much of Wiebe's concera. Jakeb Priesen' IV
does not have it, and neither has his son. Their outward

beliefs are Christian”, but their actions are pagan. Thig say

- well be the reason for- '1' e _Blue Nountains of Ch1na ending -on

v
a somewhat sour note. Chapter Thirteen shovs that there are

only a handful of true ‘Christians. John Reimer, who has the

/
inpner peace, and perbaps Jakob Fr)zesen 1v and Elizabeth

Cereno who might yet,fimd it. - 7

-~

-

Wiebe discusses sex explicitly in this novel. The

basic, instinctive sex-drive is juxtaposed vith the beauty
of true, purposeful love between busband and wife. The

young Jakob Friesen, for exaample, cagnbt overcome the

4, \

T~

2 . . VARt
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.- psychological pressures created by heretofore suppressed
natural drives. He hears from Escha, about available sexual

/ pleasires vith "a girl from Borsenko ... for a ruble"

(Mountains, p- 20), and he witnesses Escha®s finishing of a
\ » \‘
sexual encounter with this girl in the hayloft of 5he big

h,agp vhich Jakob's great-great—grandfather had built in

Y

1839. - .

"Escha's body huapedc(p,/ flying fron e
strav, sent bysa long naked leg that
held extended, delicately toeing circles
in the mist ... His mind as if exploded, -
-:Jakob saw only hia: immense naked map of
varied gigantic columns half+gilded,
erect in the sumn ... She sat aotioaless /
' and they stared at each other. Thep,
deliberate as sunrise, one round ars
noved down and her tipped bredsts stood
separate in the suddenly bluish light
vith a great shadow cleft betveen thena,
\ one half-shadowed on the other. Until
the ars rose and the blouse slid over

) the white sholNders. J#ogptains, p. 24)
The scene has its natural effects on Jakob, as Escha .

' observes: "Your pants tight as a hide - look!" _{Mountains,

-

p- 25 . All this is happening simultaneously vith Jakob's

realization that he has lost his status as boss over Escha,

or over amnything for.that matter. It has the effect. of
. 1driving Jakob literally crazy. He subsequently chooses the

. ’ .
/ route of imviting his own death. His last hold-out vas his

/
/

attempt to resist his sexual urges and murderous isstincts.
nThat was all that was left, to thimk, to brace against. And

he vedged against these, these last two remmants of do not,
' ’ » e o i .3
in final, desperate refusal” / (Mountains, p. 35). Jakeb

*

- /
eventually succusbs. After a heated dance with Escha and the

at >

- ! [y ~
‘ .
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° ) \
giri fron Borse;ko Jakob realizes he can n‘o longer resist.
»But now, like then on the studfara, he had played vith
~hiaself; alright, wanted hinself to be played uith,.&nd he
was beyond control™ (Noumtains, p. 39). Jakob Xills Escha,
his alter ego upon whok he has heaped all his
guilt-conplexes, and then rapes the Rus;sian gitl. This
~action provides a fimal relief for Jakob who now feels free
‘and easy.' "No amore unthinkable blaJck shadow waiting, watch-
ing, knowing more than he did himself and leering for a

'/ slip. That vas better 'tlian good. He felt ~- clean, strong,
swinging his long legs along i;:\ the c::eht::g> of the communigts
and the trailing Menponites... ™ |uountaig.s, p- 41). Jakoch

assaults the communist Commissar Serebro by kicking him

’

violentXy in the groin and literally dies laughimg, “laugh-

ing dry‘and hard, he did not stop when down into his face

" the/first gun barrel szashed" (Mountains, p. 41).
. .

/' Jakob's fate is in agreement vith the possible

’

reactions to violemce imposed by others upon the self as

I

———— fuggested by the stranger in "The Cloisters of the Lilies®

/to Jakob s father. “There is omly this: if you mant
an ything, survive. There is nothing else. If you have
nothing left you vamt, jump up and be done, quickly" (Mcu~
ntaips, p. 113). |

The brutal male sexuality of Escha haja teuini;e
counterpart which replaces male brutality with female pride
in beauty and softness and voman's Xknowledge of what s'.he can

do to a man. In Chapter Seven, *The Hell,” Anna Friesen

Jp—
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compires the lot of mennonite women with the sexual freedos

-

of the Lengua (Indian) women in Paraguay.

They did not come like the Lengua vomen,
one pot balanced op their head amnd the

.. other in their hand, staring vherever
their eyes strayed.

O M BABIR D G SN S HSSTS 2 st am s s S esne

the women of Schoembach stooped forvard

vhether they carried water or not.
¥hich vas a becoasing posture for a
woman, according to Elder Wiebe the
, Younger. . !

looking everyvhere with unblioking
shamelessness can lead to nothing but -
things like the Lengua vomen vho in
their savage dances were said to lay
their hands on any man they pleased, to

lead-

him to whatever she wanted, out of

the firelight... (Moyntaipns, p- 98)

Anpa Friesen's

in effect, she

psyche can sﬁ‘vith the temptaticns offered;

makes no atteept to understand why the Lengua

vomen act as they do. The reader is not sure, however, if

Anna is .really
instead of the
simply submits

the inevitable

happy with her decisi,en tc marry Abraham Funk
sore liberal RnsWr Mennooite, or if she
to the elders and adjusts to what seeas to be

fate of Mennonite vomen.. It adds, perhaps, anp

ironic twist when the reader realizes that coni-poraty man

prefers by a wide margin the proud lemgua-type

oman to the

stooped Mennomite ccuntel::part.

-

Betveen the young Jakob Friesen®s fate, as he succumbs

to his vidlent,“destructive sexual driges, and the fulfill-

ment of legitimate sexuality between husbamd and wife, as

shovp in‘ ‘rrieda Friesen's narrative biography.in the four

chapters titied "My Life: That's As It #as,™ ;ies a grey
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area of sacrificial love and a black area of purposeless

. o
lustfulpess. Tie former has to do with the mnonp-violent
acceptance 3f inevitable realities, the latter with pure
self—qratificationd

The first exalpie of violent sex forced upon and
suffered gy non-violent people is Muttachi. She had sacri-
flced herself for her family. ) ¢
.e-to run after revolution and

starvation and Makhnovski and they split

my old Jakob in“half froam head to

stomach and your Mutti amd you and BMari

under the manure im the pig shed sa
those who wanted had to work themselves

dry on me- (Mountaims, p. 17) y;
A similar :situation exists in "The Cloisters of the Lilies*"
vhere a stranger wvith his il1 vife happens upon the Russiaa
guards who are taking a group of prisoners, Jakob-Friesen
amongst the,, to a labor camp in Siberia. The man and his -
vife halve fled from a labor camp because the wife hasg set
her mind onm seeiﬁg her :Lh,i.ldren one aore time before she
will die. She suffers rape by the Russian guards for the
19ve of her children, ax}d her husband lies still for his
wife's sake, so that she may have her last wish fulfilled
through her sacrifice. The man is sysbolically crucified: .
"the man's form lay totally devoid of human maotion. As if
stretched out and pailed down on its back" {(Mountains, .p.
113) . They both escape the fol¥owing mrorning and, ™as (;od“s is
good , ™ they n’.nght succeed in seeing their’children opne last
tise. .

2

In Paraguay, the story i also one of sacrifice, as
, : .
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1BL ) A
FPrieda Friesen tells in the last installment of her life
story. "An oldf man, Nicholas N. Toews, in Halbstadt in cur
colony was shot trying to get his daughter away from somse
soldiers, foar girls had been mishandled and two babies born
but one died in a wveek" (Qoun;ains‘ p. -141). Oaly the
ugpaﬁhites who settled in Canada seei to bave escaped that
kind of violence.

The dark epikode in which young lLiesel Driediger
observes sex performed purely for pleasure on board the
ocean liner which traasports a group of uennpniﬁes to South
America is told from Liesel's viewpoint:

She stood in the shadow and eventually
could distinguish the white uniform and v
the arm reaching dovn, hoisting ‘the
-skirt which darted gold strdy light in
all directions, higher and higher so
that dark bands of stocking tops and
garters emerged on white.thighs. She
vondered in idle distaste vhy, if they
vapted to do that, they did it so
avkvwardly, the man standing betwveen the
“woman®'s legs which she now seemingly was
. trying to twine up around his hips, and
slipping,, making thatpzifly sound. Her
. ‘'shiny “stockings were cbably too
~/"" . slippery. Finally the man got semsible
and laid the 'voman - or perhaps they
collapsed — the woman was flat on the
deck and she could jerk the garter
rigging and stockings up over her white
. knees. Their heads, dark bumps in the
darkness, still seemed welded together
- and the man knelt over her, a vwhite ars
betveen her arching legs, the other
fumbling into his trousers. Liesel
suddenly felt the funnel at her back and
.she turned without thought, back to the
light. Cold and ugliness dropped away

like blots. (Moyptaips, pp. 82-83)

The -detached and dry account of Liesel's ohservatio&s is not

! /

- | ' . -

oy [

2
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devoid of humor, but the sexual activities Liesel has seen

are nevertheless treated with comtempt. The reader has no
;- .
doubt how Liesel judges this kind of intimacy. It has no
, o ) L
aeaning. Liesel turns away from the darkness amd back

towards the light. N

Fl:i’edai:riesen's vedding night is quite another matter.

Sex can be enjoyed, in contradiction to some Puritan

teachings, when it is legitimate, and no lewd details are )

called for and mnone are provided.:. «

On Septeaber 2], 1903 we were married
...............Q....'....‘-..I..‘
They*d even 1lit a lamp though it still
wvas long till wvinter, and he stood with -
his face ,in the shadow
All at once-he said, "Well He' vanted us,
and we've got us, what do wedwant now?2"
Somebody in the kitchen dropped dishes
with a crash, 1 snorted so loud.
This time 1light burst and rolled over
like it vas falling right of f someplace
JAato mevhere big, gigantic. Huh, that
was vhaling all right. (Mountains, f.
45)

The numerous allusions io human sexuvality in this novel -
are\)presented as part of the Hennonit’es" life dufing thejgx:
,physicaﬁélqri-age in their continuing search for a prom-
ised land. ‘ 3 -

"That®s the trouble with Nennonites;
they shov it clearer than most other
Christjans, especially Protestants. They
wish they were, if they could oaly be

- Jews." . (Nouptaiss, p- 227)
The Memnomites have of course a homeland which is Germany,

but it is not a Biblical land and mot a "promised® land
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wherg they can live upmolested. Jesus did not give his
Christian followers any promised»land on earth. The
Christian's proaised land is within hisself: it lies in
God*s grace .and in God's peace within man. It is nothing.
that one can hold in one®s hands,

While the pilgrimage of the Hennopites on the physical
level sgoas that they can survive as a group under aliost_
any adverse conditions, the novel shows Bore pessimism shen
it comes to their spiritual pilgrinage. Greed in large
measfire stands¢in the wvay of spiritual fulfillment a;d
spiritual love. The various Meannonite communities do.nbt
‘succeed very vell in giving an example of Christian living.
The uenngnite conmunity in Schoenbach, Paraguay; seemns to be
aulir:oc image of the community in Wapiti, Canada, as
depicted in Peace Shall Destroy Many. Elder Wiebe the cClder

intones -Deacon Block?'!s thoughts of teaching the children

®just enough about evil® when he says, "New ideas, book
WA
learning, singing in several voiceq‘até'unnecessary and

dangerous. The desire for knowledge leads to pride and
salf—deception',(uoﬁktainsL p- 100). Spiritﬁal love is not
served by this kind of attitude. Schoembach is one more
exaaple of the kind of Mennonite bo-lunity Rudy Wiebe
abhors, as he has said during an interview with 6onald
“Cameron.

The really conservative groups that came

to Canada in the 1870s felt that part of

vhat made their whole vorld tick was the

fact of the German language, for exanm- -
ple. They had never learned Russian very. -

such in Russia, and they didn't learn

~

-
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Bnglish very much in Canada. -
e P OO O RCE P OW OV VOSIED VO S e ST s e
b

You did not sing in harmony in church;

V you sang one line. . e

ACAMERON: ...You don't regard yourself as
4 Nennonite?

VIEBE: Yes, I do - but not one of thgse
kinds of Mennonites,

You could retreat ... But tHen you are,
'in a semse, cutting yourself off froa
other husanity, too. Are you going to
cut off any possible effect you could

have on other people, in an attempt to . :

preserve your ovwn imtegrity?

vorld] that will somebov reveal what nmy
life style, ay work, coking
at the world is...30

I've got to do soneth%ﬁq in it [the ’ =

y vay

Another spirituél disaster area e more open

and more prosperous Canadian counun{ty in southern Manitoba

\
vhere Samuel U. Reimer lives. It cannot really be called a

"con:unify" in ;he or;gina; sense because Reimer's house,
formerly a part of the village of Gartental, now stands
alone. “Tge village here was gome now, theirs the only well
and yard lefi behind the long rowvs of cottonwoods. Rhere had
all the people gone?" ([Mountajns, p. 161). But even though .
the }arget ueqnonite community beyond Sam's house seeas to
be very unrestricted, the people are isolated in thei:
uncaring attitudes, and even the Menmonite church bui}ding
is cold and iéolated. &he author manages to convey this
isolation through Sam Reimer's experience extraordinarily
vell. A

‘The dialogue bei;een Sam and Emily, his wife,” is
tygically contemporary Camadian suburban style. If it

» ?

»
¢

fl
.
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weren't mentioned that Sam Beimer was a Psouthern Mennonite"

the reader would not have guessed it at that point in the

$

story. When Sam shakes Emily in bed to awaken her so that he
can tell about the voice he has heard she says, thinking he
wants sex, “Sam, for cripesake i #anna sleepl® (ﬂougtaigﬁt
p- 158). This is an indication that sex has become physical
and commonplace for Emily. She could just as easily have
said "I have a headache!" Sam's approach to God's voice is

initially.one of disbelief. This chapter is a good place for -
| .
employing humor because it gives some relief froam the

-

otherwise quite tragic events. But, inasmuch as the gris R ]

hunorlheie is an indicatioa of lacking faith amd of the loss

A3

of the Ebi;ity to” recognize one's ipner voice, it is a
rather sad comment on contemporary Christianity. One example
is thé follouiﬁg péssage nhi&tvfxptgsses Sam's initial
disbelief throuéh huaor of exaggeration, giviig-Sal the

attributes of a country buampkin and making him look ridicu-
"

* lous to the educated. Tt sounds almost like a "Neufie™ joke. -
Even for a southern Manitoba Memmonite
San Beimer wvas known as careful; not *
alvays’completely slov or stubborm, but
carkful. He had once heard am agricul-
tural extension lecturer say that in
order to keed track of modern fara
complexities farmers should use memsos
freely. Sam's pockets vere always
stuffed with papers but his gggging
fingers nov found omly a clotte
bandkerchief. He glamced about in the
half darkness, saw his wife's wall pad
and grabbed the pencil while tearing

\ avay the top sheet.
®"Cou -~ could you say that again, hey?®
*0f course.” The voice continued at
dictation speed, "I am the God of your
fathers, the Lord your God. o amd
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proclaim peace ihb Vietnan.) -

For only the sound he could not have A
believed it; not even after three calls
and the statement twice. But the %of

. course" too. It was written over "Pork
chops lean 4 1s5." ... f(Mountains; pp.
158~ 159) ‘ N P

The passage just guoted is followed by considerations in
Sam's mind of hov the 0ld house vwas torn down and reélaced
by the bungalow the Reimers mow occupy. This is followed by
everyday arguments with Emily about money problems and »
business decisions. #hat really matters to Eaily is how well
the children will look in church in expensive calfskin
gloves. 'Emily says: "Oh sure. Any old thing is fine so I'as
ashamed to show my kids in church. You don't care uhgt‘your
kids vear_b?t ‘m not going to - * (Moyntains, p. 160).
After these first steps ‘of demonstrating to the reader
the hollowness of contemporary although well intentioned
Christians' beliefs, the author introduceé the uennonitg
church and shows that it fares not auch better than any
other Christian churcp. After San~Beiier's arrival in tcwn
where he has. to wait ;or his trunk to be repaired, he feels
isolated. Reople look at‘biF and then 1oék avay without éven
a word. “the small town wagged on, but he was somevhere not
touching it"™ (Bouptains, p. 162). His inbression of tgf .
Mennonite chngch building is telling: win gray noon lboned
the nenn;nite Church. Its sheer aodern roof.;ooked almost
like an old barn; and as vacaat" (Nountains, p. 162). sas
approaches the pastor to d@scﬁSS hi's ptoblelwahout the voice

s

1
-
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he has heard, but not auch help -is forthcoming. The pastor

o

>

- /’suqqésts ®to test it - this voiqe. Make sure®™ (ﬂountéigg‘ P-
] ’
\ 16%) . A man of the cloth who is supposed to look afterﬁthe

\ L]
spiritual peeds of his parishionmers suggesting to Sam to be

scientific about the "voice" and to record it on tape t¢

*

have "plain} factual, respectable evidence® {¥ountajins, p-

165) is ironic. It also suggests that Sam's testimony is mot

-

Prespectable.™
\ . - ,
e Sam's experience is indicative of the appearance cf a

&

"new religion™ which bears the name "Science" and of the .
) ) . v ‘ A
inroads this quasi-religion has already made in the church.

The increased importance of empirical knowvledge was implied

[ /" .

earlier in the descrip{i:: of the Menumonite church puilding
which was vacant. "Only

educational vwing window showed
\

light*® Jgggg;g;n§L p. 162) . Samuel U. Reimer himself
exhibt'ts some of the hallmarks of a contemgorary

. ’ ES
"Christian.” He rarely reads the Bible any more, he doesn't

»

listen to the sermon in-thurch, nor does. he read newspagers

or listen to the radio.gﬁis tinkering with his tractor shows

-

that even Saw has been affected by the mechanisas of .
materialisas and science. But there is that mysterious voice:

of which he camnot. be certain. The voice ig, of course, the
;}callinq of his conscience, a call froa the God‘vgthih the
sei{, and only Sam can hedr it. It is a last atteapt of his _
collpctived!ennonite unconscious to re-avaken his spiritual a
4 -

; ) being - but itif&ils_foruit;jrs been allowed to wither for

“ too long. Saterialism and sCience are sysbolically deified
. ) e .
4 . - Q

by
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-, "the voice." "The recorder sat in light filtered through

" 62 . &

T nk » o
) " :' when Sam sets up the reqordef for the purpose of recording .

uxndo&vjfe' 4houptains . p. 166);min,effect, it has a halo. 4

,‘>Sa-'s iaterest in pépers, the Bible, and @ daily newspaper -

Qb L N ' .
has been revived (fouyntainy, p. 169), but it is to mo avail.’

Just as he ﬁ;d Dot listened to the world, the world now
. : ) - . ’ {

refuses to bear him or understaad him, save for some special

inxet#si groups who waht %o use hia for their own Furpcses. -
e . :

?

ing the history of David Epp whose father was Sam's father's

B}

cotisin Jjggg;g;gg‘ Pe 171),\the conclnszon is the sanme as

aluays - "The. psychiatrlst saxd after a pause, "So vhat dzd

his q01nq back help?"® 4§g_g§gig_‘ p. 172).
’ }

x?his question of "What ﬁguld it help* coneé:up nu-etons,\

times in‘ﬁhe book. It is an indication of the iaportance ¢

o

ﬁlacéd'by the author on the need for man tc act not solely
fot a specif%g pucpose with specifxc, foreseeable, taagible

tesults. The s&c:lixcing of onmeself for otherg, even if

i

there are no persopal rewards and vhen it vzil not {hange

: . \‘« * e ‘-.
.the situation for, those involved, is the zenith of spiritual
1ove which takes man out‘ot hiss personal isolation and laﬁes

~ ¢

hin pan\ éi the un;verse.)!hen Jesus dxed on the cross,

mankindt's lot did not 1-yro;e 1lledlately, but the sgcriflce'

of Jexus has iifluenced ‘civilization for thnégands of . years.
Sal's effotts to=-ake it &o V1etna| a:e ftustrated by

an uncaring connunity. ) teal,,undetstandlng Christlan is

" Saa reaches more of.a rabport ¥ith the psychiatrist in /ﬂ/’,//"\~"“
vingdipeg thanm vith the,pasuil'lbut when it comes to discuss-

!‘ -
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nowhere to be found. Sam "was butting a rubber wall, in a

place vhere Be had lived ®leven years of his life® {Mou-~-
- . L 4 i
ntajps, p. 174) when he tries to gét references for his

passport application form. He meets dqrision, laughter, and

R }
un-funny jokes vherever he goes. At the post office the

vafting farmers are talking bebhind his back. Sam.has $8come

the'"odd man out" in his community. The tragic irony lies in

5

San's unsuccessful attempt to take himself out of his
. - 4

isolated state. He vas isolated froa mankind because of his

~
[l N }

- 2 e I3 . I
care for material values. His hog-ralsxng,venturﬂ’uas meant

to improve his income and hiS stature in the Mennonite ‘

connunxty, but it caused Sél/to neglect human values heyond
his personal concerg. ihen he realizes this, as God's vc1cev

lLcalls upon hilg his subsequent agtlons promptly 1solate hxn

*

ag;in. ‘At that moment he becomes Lsolated from hlh own
connnnity and his falilx without having attained his goal of

open;ng hinself np to the uotld. .

-

The turnlng poxnt in San's fight is his last talk with

. J—
thafpastOt of the Mennonite, Church. At that pLint, when he

o

Nl
. speaks his fiﬁql_;vo sentences to ‘the pastor, Sam gives HQJ(

all %ope for snzébsg in his guest. - .

& . , ,
‘Thea his tenrible bittermess lurched in “
‘ is to hopelc\s conviction, "I think you N
"» . are the Devil.s" ‘

The pastor sailed paxgaullf. 'uonldn%{?
'se:vgn\ of -the\Devil*“be enoughz*
“¥o," he got himself to bis feet and -
felt for the door. ,"Then you wouldn't

' have been so helpful - aad "understand-

_ing, right athhe start.™ (NMouptaips,
! . p. 1 78) d * ;
- \

A

v BN
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With the abaandoning of his quest, Sam's physical death is
‘only a matter of time. He selds the lépt reanant of fara

- . \
life, the one cov they had. Now everything becones(lechan-

ical. He takes the tractorlapaéthrpiea iece, inside
the "skeletoh® of the unfinished hogbarn _(Mount
178). Then he dies. \ “
“'Eiily appears on the verge of losing he; aind after " : J
Sam's death. She feeis qq{?;, ;ubconscibusly. She }tiesrto
burn dovn thé hogbgrh wall and after that she tries to fut
the tractor back together as if, by thié action, she could
bring Sam bacK to life. “she was tryimg to put together the
tractor which, as ifl had dismantled it to the last screw,
lay in neat patterns the length and breadth of the long
"aisle" Jggggggig§‘ p- 179). It isegs if the tractor vere ’ , .
crucified, as a syabol of”lechanics'anp science/attenpting

-to save mankind froa the ravages of nature; however, this

v
t —

mechanical “grace”" cannot save Emily. Emily oply returas to
her sénses when one of the few exyistential Christiams, John

Reimer, Sam's brother, is with her: "with him to help in ~

time Enily*s symptoms slackened and.disappeared" {Mountaips,
p .
p- 179). But her salvation is short-lived. Sam's testament

leaves a great deal of money to her and the children, and <*

also $5,000.00 to Sam's brother John. Emily iulediateiy -

succuabs to hedonisa, wher 'John, as the reader hears ipn

"

the final chapter tains, p. 205), gives avay bis |
portion of the in%eritance. Eaily's spiritual death is i

syabolized at tpé.end of Chapter Twelve by way of the dust;

i
) \
.
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: T . \
a symbol of death, trailing behind bher. - A
It vas a hot sumamer. and there was too (’
such dust to tell for certain whether
she had mgved to a, Chrysler or a ' —
Cadillac, or Thunderbird. {MoustaiBns. ////
p- 180) ,
. , ey
The chapter "The Vietnam Call of Samuel U. RelmSEXT 3%
! . .
easily the aost significant chapter in the book, tut it also ,
icant chapeer it : .

makes the most hanntilg and pessimistic statement about

4 . contemporary Christipnity. The existential Christian life is

shovn as being on tfe verge of extingticn. It is frightening

s ——

to realize the extent to which lanfind has beco!g/159iated

/
from God or from man's splrltgal centre, hxs soyl. The £1nal

~ chapter brings important charaé;ifg/ﬁf thé:book together and

ous

, ® "
« helps to reinforce that vieg;/a beit in a less busorx
N

manner. /;////
It matters little to the individual whetber or not he

is a Christian - even a heathen or an htheist peeds some-

thing sore thag material goods anl earthly pleasures. . "

Sigmund Preyd nakes a po;nt of this in his essay “Iheifut“fe

of an Illusion,” in vhich he argues in favor of the values

of c;viiization apd foras a connegtion with the value of

re gious iﬂeas.’So-e rules must be imposed on san to make

Aife Jlivable. Freud says: ™the primcipal task of civiliza-

///tlon, its actual raison d'etre, is to defend us against

/// nature."3! Preud argues that, as more and more laws of

phypics explain patural phenbaena, man's helplessness

. "\\ . " . {
against the acts of nature has to be overcome by soni

beligﬁ.
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. ,
' The gods retain their threefold task:
they must exorcise the terrors of
ture, they must reconcile aen to the 4
2%@e1ty of fate, particularly as it is
shovn in death, and they must compensate
them for the suffer1ngs and privationms
vhich a civilizad lzfe in conlon has
imposed on thea. (

(2

The atgunent goes on to show that there is po proof of, or
any compelling reasom to believe, the authenticiiy of

religioys teaching&, yet that there is a need fov(faith in

‘'something which bag uaiﬁtaiped religious teachings'to this

' day and that a gnostic attitude (vras if") amight be neces-

sary. Freud's essay concludes:

I am reminded of one of my children who )
vas distinguished at an early age by a N e
peculiarly marked matter—of-factness. ’
When the children wete being told a
fairy story and were listening to it
vith rapt attention, he would come up
and ask: "Is that a true story?™ When he
, was told it vas not, he’would turn away
y with a look of disdain. We may expect
that people will soon behave in the sanme
- way tovard the fairy tales of religiomn, , -
: in spite of the advocacy of "As if."
But at present they still behave quite
differently; and in past tlle? religious
ideas, in spite of their
incontrovertible lack of authentigation,
have exercised the strongest po§¥§ble
influence on mankipnd. This is a “fresh
psychological problen. %e must ask wvhere
the inner force of those doctrines lies
and to what it is that they owe their
efficacy, independent as it is of Py a
recognition by reason.33 y

Rudy Wiebe, in contrist to Freud, feels that the "inner
Ranl
peace® and a nstate of grace in God" are the flnal solutxon.
}
That thxs is- th;\uay shoun to man by the pa551on of Jesus of

%

%azareth - the only, ynguestionable vay - is the main theme

} " £

L}
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© bt
in all of Wiebe's novels. It is therefore surprising to find .
- S
the intense pessinism in the final chapter of lhe Blue
Moumntains of China.
{ fn
von the Way" brings together a ber of characters
g/uhich the reader has met earlier in the novel. Their coming
together signifies the end of the pilgrimage for the charac-

- .

ters in this novel and snggests the continuing pilgrimageMpf

rankind. We are all "oh the way." All piéces fall inJB . :}i
place, but only one Christ-figqure remains: Jobhan Reimer.
Uﬁfortunately;'uith tﬂz fipal appeafance of John Reimer the

author again falls into the trap of diéthicisn. Froa near \\\}
the tQp of page 215°'td the top of page 216 im Mountains the

reader %§ given\a lectukegabout Jesus. It is, basicglly, a 3

AN

statement in favour of existential Christianity. "The church

Jesus began is livipg, everywhere, a mev society..." «
@
{Moyptains, p-.215). This piece of optimise contrasts with

John*s remarks when he tries to explain why he valked with )

-
al

the cross.

AR nSo finally it seemed I should walk. But
, I did not want people to think me a
“ hitchhiker going somewhere. I am not
going anywhere; at least not im Canada.
Jnﬂi a tired, dying human being, walking (
the land." (Mouptains, p. 225) T
/

4/$r.’nlizabeth Cereno meets Jakob Priesen at the airport
N v : -

in Malton where she is asked to tramslate for him at tbhe

E]

airline counter. They travel togeiher to Caigary, and duriag
the trip both become more closely acquainted. Dr. Ceteﬂo is
o :

Liesel Driediger from Paré?udy, but there isn't much of a

. E

-
N - e b eh A s o i a0 e P
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Mennonite's character left in her. Her bOA» is empty and her
3 . -~
soul unfulfilled. Her dream of the pleasures of sex and a

life in "freedom"™ has become a nightmare (Moumtains, p.
196). She has come a long way' froa the innocent little girl
who expetience@ her rites of passage on the ocean limer
vhile crossing the equator on her way to Paraguay as part of
) .

“ M k]
a group of Mennonites. R -

Liesel is now a professor of linguistics but, strange-
1y, she seems more isolated on her professional plateau tham

a Menponite in a secluded colony. There are few people she

' can coamunicate with. She hasqals? lost\+ntere§;fin helping

others vhere there is mo reward and in participating iv any"
religious activities. sgg»is po longer a believer. When she

observes the 'foreigier” (vho is Jakob'rniesen) in troutle

with the airline counter personmel, she does not feel lik%?

helping.

N She didn't such relish getting up;

woronto Intermational Airport no.less

and it would be doing well if at any .
given sent it could officially muster
soseope who spoke French; a few years
ago she would already have been over \ A
there - she ssiled; adait ten. Ia amy

case too long, mow to glory in her L
knovledge, at \least unless the

helplessness revered to sailing grati-

tude;... [(Mountains, p. 181) '

Nevertheless, Liesel tries to uaderstand Jakob Friesem and

shows sympathy toward bim later on. He seess to be able, by

N

his sheer preseﬁce, to unfreeze her isolation and cause her

to have a "woat derchfaul® (Mountajss, p. 190) or

"HJort-Durchfall® (diarrhea of words).
-~

4

—

t




P e
-

69

Both Jakob Priesén and Liesezpsriediger no loifger
profess to believe in the value and importance of God's
Siace or in the creed of‘t*e Mennonites. While Liesel

. Speaks to Jakob on the airplane in Lowgerman, he comtinues
ansvering im Russian for gquite some time. It seems strangely
paradoxical vhen Jakob answers to Liesel's observatiom that

he looks very stromg for his age.

"Yes, I have a strong body. That is why

I syrvived. And because I believe
nothing.® ’

"You believe...™ for an instant she
~doubted her knowledge of the word.

"Yes. Like you, I have no longer
\anything with the Mennonites." .

BOR DA QR P OIOPED P ID SOOI BRI NEs s DS
despite his lifetise wandering there was
for him still only one thing t6 believe

’ or not to believe. Well, she did not
> believe it any more either. In that one

and only way. {doyntaips, p. 193)

This passage opens the 4;;; to a po;sihle salvation for
both Liesél and Jakob, because the grace of God is not, as
the authpi has made quite clear throughout this novgl, Q\\\\
restricted to "that one and Jﬁly ua}" but can be found
inside anyome who can accept the fimal main statement of
John Beimer which is quite dramatic. After Jakob Friesen's
rfpeated remarks that praying?and believinq'had belped
, nothing, apnd as ma visd noved high in the trees" (a sigop of

the presence of the spirit world), John Beimer says;

"Surely even thenm I could kaow, as I
) know now, that as long as I am alive ‘the

" possibility can never be completely

\ o closed that God is go&d." . |

I ®Ah-h-h. If there is one." . ’
e "That possibility cannot be closed '
: either."™ (Nouptajins, pp. 225-226)
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&

This is basically an agnostic\statement, and it comes close
to the ™as if" position as quoted fron Sigaund Freud's essay
earlier in this thesis. It is not a very positive statesent
\%P the face of what the reader sees of sankind as it paradeél
t@tou‘h thé'book: It cannot'bé because so few #xistential
Christians are alive in the Iﬁ?S‘Of "pnosinal Christians®
that their possible influence op mankind must be questioned.
The newspaper report of John Reimert's pilgrimage with
the vooden cross implies that John is doing penancé for the
general loss of faiith of mankind. 30hn is the symbol of the
'idpal Christian. He cares not for aoney, he cares not }g
people curse him or laugh at him, but he is prepared to
demonStrate for anyone how a Christian”sﬁould live durings
the human journey on earth. This is juxtaposed with the
appearance of the iestablishnent" Christians who are

Mennonites in pame only, the wealthy ¥illms family whose
menmbers héve even cﬁanged thgir napes to "Williams" to
obscure their Mennonite heritage and to be mére écceptable
Q: the establishment. This techunigue of juxtaposing two
radically dif£ferent viegpdints in order to encourage-the
reader to draw his own ¢conglusions, although there éégﬁhe no
doubt where the antﬁorfs sympathies li;, is vastly superior,
"£o the noralizing which periéates the earlier ﬂ?vels. fiebe
makes increasing use of this techniqué in h;; later novels,
to good advanmtage. ”

‘ John Reimer is il;eéiately attacked by the establish-
*iggti as all true Christi;ns are inmevitably attacked by

1

-

e .
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those who might rule the\latetial world, even though they
all are (except for the motor-cycle gang nelbeté) or were,
at one time, Mennonites. *Dennis ¥Willas sgees in the wooden

cross an "ugly wood tilted against the bank™ (Mountains, p-.

203). )
Dennis spoke rapidly, in Lowgeraan,
PReimer, vhat is this duppheit
{foolishness ] running across the coun-
.- try, like that? Attracting bike rifraff
- and such like vultures to gs {us], a
Menmnonite talking to newspapers about
it. ¥hat's the matter wvith you?"

{douptains, p. 204)

Obviously, these Mennonites are worlds apart.. The next two

. pages (205-206) show the gap even more clearly. Some

3

Mennonites have nov become "respectable” aillionmaires. Being
a Mennopite alone is no longer respectable, it seems. During
all this arquing, John Beimer remains calam but saddened by
his experience. \

On pages 207 to 212 of this novel the Menmonite fami-
ligs are brought together, assembled in a ditch of the
"highvay‘ﬁééﬁeen Calgary amd pdnontog, and it is explainmed
how Shey are all related.‘rhis is almost like reading a'
history book on the Mennonite movement. Rudy Wiebe employs a

@

very -effective technique here. The reader is led froam one
. -]

conversation to another as if walking betveen the various

‘groups of people who talk about different thinmgs simultane-

ously. The reader hears part of one con§ersation, thea is

. switched to pagt of another. Prom these conversatioms® there

is implied the common history of man, that is to 'say, we are
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all brothers and sisters, the halunk [rascal] in the ditch
\>and the millionaire in the Caﬁillap alike. What man will be
ultinately judgedvby is not vhat material status he has *
achieved on earth but how he has lived his life, The #§illses
family bas suffered spiritual death, and physical death may

not be far avay. Just as it was implied with the dust

-

trailing behind the new car of the widow of Sénnel u.

Reimer, it is ihplied at the departure of the Rille's

Cadillac.

72

»

"

"Na, we'll see you on our way back, in a
couple of days, Charles."

“4ho knows," and he raised his hand in
greeting as the car murayred, leaving
hia open across the black pavement to
the valley and the mountains against the

flaming sky, his hand raised in farewell

as if he knew already before Edmonton

Chacles would find out more than he ever

dreamed of driving the Cadillac such too
such over the speed limit, could alreagy
hear the sirens ¥ryimng to wedge a way
before them into the darkmess, could
already see the bright lights of the
hospital: that would not be mearly

bright emough. (Mountains, p. 217)

The futility of striving for riches and a "better®™ life

/33 beautifully expressed by John Bejimer near the end of the

novel. After Jakob Friesea has asked him why: he Qid not keep

going west, John says,

nThe mountains. They look so nice, X
thought sitting on those hills outside

.Calgary, almost like a pew world, sharp,

beautiful, clean. But usually when you

aQ
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get over there's alnayQ nore of what you
clinbed to get avay froa. So cue morming

I started north.” (Nountaips, Pp.
226-227) . -

]

PR . .
- This passage closes the circle in that it refers hack the

S R

title of the book and the trials the older generation of
Menadhites in their various atteib 5 to escape from coazu-
nist Russia. The blue louhtains of China vwege also beckon-

ing, but peace was not to be found after those Mennonites

[N ,

vho succeeded in their eséape had crossed over them. Their
struggle continued in a different way, but life will always

be a struggle. There is no escape.

In’Thg Blue Mouyntains of China the autpo: succeeds in a

masterful fashiom in tying mankind to the pilgrimage of the

Mennohigte *tribes” who wished they could be like Jews. One
may perhaps be able to ideatify with those Menmonites as our
civilization is going through upheavals and revolutions

e

uhich cont inuously create probleas with :eiuéges. Almost
eyery day there is news of people trying to flee ; country
or ; region. Refugees gbound, and so do rétugee camps filled
vith ugiooted pedple wvho ate losing’all hope in a future for
theaselves and their children. A1l of mankind is looking for
a promised land, but few lo?E/inside themselves. Also, few
are willing to sacrifice themselves for their brothers and

3

sisters or are prepared to be faithful to their kinm beyond

' death. It is truly a history of man, vhat Budy Wiebe has

created here, and it is perhaps his best novel.

Ve
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Chapter Five.

I Gave Then My Hand as a Brother ¢
& . ~ .
It 1s not quite so easy for the.reader to identify with

the Canadiam Indians for their fate ﬁé quite different from
_what wve are accustomed to. Rudy Wiebe's novel, The
Teaptations of Big Bear, may .wery well be more difficult to
grasp for that reason. iithhthis next novel the author ’
leaves the uenngnite compunity and opens his view to a vider
world. John Reiper iglg§ the land. He knows the grass and
he can feel it as’he valks upon it. He is close to nature. 4
He hears the leaves rustle, the cq;oie howl, and the birds
sing. John Reimer .yas opnce in a Mennonite missicn i
Paraguay, working with the Ayerooa Imdiaans, trying to learn |
about them and their custoas and how they livé with nature b " i
.inst;ad of fighting it. This is vhat the reader will find in ' 1
The Tesptations of Pig Bear; an atteapt to undeistand the N

Canadian Indians and their world which is so close to us,

~

and yet so remote from our sensibilities. This is still
another pilgrimage of the oppressed lino:f%ies.
In The Blye Mountains of Chipa, the Xeamonites* qnest

for the pronised land in the face of continued petaecutlon

is the root cause for their pilgrimage. In zgg__glpg;_;ggg
of Big Beap it is the plight of the Canadian Imdian, who is

N
5o

being pished off his land by the white wam, which leads to a‘=%
pilgrimage of the oppressed. The Ind@ans' land apd their “

spiritual heritage are being thtea;gned by the coloaists and

)
' - . .
) *3
.




.Gideon Bible shows it the followimg way: £
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d

soldiers who have no respect for the lamd or for natuke’s

precarious balance, and vho have little s!-pathy‘uith Indian
T — ; -~

cuiture because they have no understanding of it.

The epigraph to The Temptatjops of Big Bear is taken’

from the lNev Testament (Acts 17) and is ap indication of the

v

concerns in this novel. The guotation is not exact. The °

, \
‘24 God that made the world and all
things therein, seeiang that he is Lord
of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in
teaples madey with bands;

25 Neither is worshipped with men's

" hands, as though he needed any thinmg,
seeing he giveth to all life, and
breath, andeall thiangs;

26 And hath made of-ope blood all SRR
gations ,of men for to dwell on all the
face of the earth, and hath deterained
the times before appointed, and the
bounds of their habitationm;
27 That they should seek the Lord, if
happly they aight feel after his, agpd
fiad him, though he be not far from
every one of us:
28 Por in him we live, aﬁg\love, and

i

» | bave our<being; as certaidvalso of your
owa poets have said. For ve 'are also his
offspring.

Wiebe bas used the followimg lines for the epigraph in ;jﬁ

-
) - N ' ° s’ _/S\\

God who amade the world amnd all that is
in it, from one blood created every race co-
of wmen td\iive over the face of the whole
earth. He has fixed the times of their
existence and the limits of their territory, ~
so. that they should search for God and,

-~ it . sight be, feel after him, and find bhis.
And indeed, he is nmot far from any of us,
for in him ve live, and move, : N
and have our being. )

’ Acts 17

{
%
4

-~




< . This indicates that the novel's main concern will be with &

& the .importance of the land as a gift from ‘God to,gall the

7]

pedple: on this earth (t%xat is, all the races agxe from cne

blood, and. their te:uto;y is liuted to this" eatth to be

+

\. ,): shared equally) and utb man's need tq sgprch fm: God's
' grace. Aa J.ntetueu\ by George Melnyk luth Budy Hijbe setves

.

%

>

_to re-inforce that viev. oo . i IR ?
I. be land means a lot to. you;,
¢ doesn’'t it? Yoo :
v _ W. Yes it does, that's my ttadxtion, ' ,

- \ .....-.'..-.Q‘...I-..I.‘.'..‘.... d

- o I. Have you learned anything from the
‘ ' " ‘Indian comsciousness of the land?
\ I w. one vegy beantiful"t‘hixng about the\}
- . » ‘Indian people is their) belief that
- ' the Mknd was given to everyone. As

\

- Big Bean in ay latest novel says -~ R

- .7 when ‘the comnissiconer offers him a ~
ooy . ' secti (\ for every five -elbe;\q of bhis
A T , - family “from vhom aa I going tdb
’ S ° . receive the land." 1
a ‘ . \ - . :):e concept of receiving the land -
oggles the Indian mind. This is .
L ‘ also a basic Christian beligf -~ that I
T, A ." .the land is a.gift of God! It's mot _ . )
somet hing to hang om to. The land
. - and what, it p:?uces you~don't make -
-~ the seed, the rain, the sun. You are . -
AR PR PR ", v thankfyl for what it does. You don't o
. ’ push it around; you werk L
Y with it '...3¢ T
i b " 1 v
. | Bastoucal facts provide the bas:.g, for the novel, and -
i
. . fxctlon is the)re«hicle wiuch n})tes thé Aacts come alive im \
ok . !
/ flesh and blood characters. There is also a sn;nxficant ¢ \
)
. depax:ture fto. ‘the ‘usual accounts abont, the tqugh* life in

v
d

. the "wilg" iast.‘ inasnnch\as this novel in its lain parts is
‘e

Vet ’ told fros the u.eupoint of the Indjan tather than that of

- " 7 . DI

EO . the pioneer-settler. \uthu this framework the author
3 ALY § . . - " ' ‘ '
A ’ N "
, . ;-'\ ‘\‘ . - .‘ . ‘:
i » k] . : 'mq .
PN - T , o . /\ & t
w . 1‘1 ’ ’ C\J . - 1 l
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repains deeply conuttea to his theological vieus, but now

he leaves the narrov comfines of Christianity inm o;der to v

]

encorpass all peoples who are capable of spiritual beliefs
e
and ace striving for a conu&xon with the god of their

choice ix; harmony with th/;i\t heritage.
» .
»This book opens new vistas, also, on the social and
ﬁ

political consegquences-0f racism. While in Peace Shall

Destroy Many and The Blue Mountains of Chipa racisa is -
R —> LIRS

.expressed only if" terms of discrimination by the Mennonite

-~

communities against Metis and Russian peasants respectively,

X '.\‘
in The Te ations of ar the reader becomes acguainted

with the broader implications of racisa. The "infgrior"

< «
race, as perceived by the vwhite colonists, lends itself

\
easily to exploitation in an economical «and political sense.

A good exaip;e is the ploy of “giving"” the Indians portions

, iy

of land as "reservations" whike simultaneously destroying

their heritage and livelihood as nomadic hunters who cannot

L W
be confined to parcels of land designed for farming

”

purposes. The ;;nd'j.an had never beekiiuccessful far-eﬁ'!ndA

/

thé yé\ung braves cannot find any herdtgm in farming. The
danqets posed by this dxvergence hetueen tl:e ph:llowphy of

the white man and that of the Indians are expressed inm \
s_.tgveral instances in (;lie book. For e<xalple, it is expressed*

in the thoughts of missionary John Bchngall aboyt the
‘ N

possibilities of having a lasting peace bétween the Indians

v , N ’
and the colomists. "All the plains chiefs understood mow; *

o . 4 -
only white mea could’ p'rotect‘ then from the American whisky

) j ‘ . h
\ o
. 4 . o ,
» A
4 .

hY - ©
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L Indian action is tooted
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A

gunners; the chiefs listened. But théi:e vere always the

¢ savage young med astride their beautiful horses. They
" wanted glory."3s It is stated again explicitly*by Big Bear
‘at Frog lLake as he tries to warn the white traders of
/_‘:upend.mg violence: .
"No foung Men can talk and dance forev-
er, just listening to what others did.

That is not strange, for~it is in the
na ture of Young Men to do dangerous-

things. It is strange, unleds we shoot | Vs

> ‘someone nobody hears us. Whenever p
somevhere there is killing, suddenly )
doors with food behind them open and ke
open. That is strange." (Beag,_ pr 227) -

Wlebe's fourt h novel also makes a statement agalnst
e L
institutionalized Christianity and Puritaniss. This is,

pethaps, due to the authoﬂs closeness to the land and to
nature and the eaphasis he ‘pla;es constantly in all his
»

writings on the importance of the imdividual as opposed to
¢ \ . a
_institations. John McDougall's recollections, imn that they ~~
M
| ¥
~ presuppose that only the vhite man's prayers are ansvered to #

\

his advantage, can be taken as an exanmple of the prejudlce

N b

of the Christian missionary. » - xl v

The prayers that concluded every/(e;:jng ‘

I had vith the prairie bamds in <1874 -

they prayed im their fashiog as

. fervently as I; most -whites find it - - ‘

impdssible to imagine hov geeply ‘every - {'

fghls, albeit

: almost conpletely false and most trag-—
ically limited, fa.lth in The Great |, P
Spirit - .were so sovi gly ansvered. The
Queen's ‘lav had cone, bat could I,say? b

{Bear, p. “2) ‘

The "Queen’s lav," as the read,er~ learns in the book,. works. - ..
- N T

entirely in the white man's favor and helps to destroy the
» x ‘ . /_\ . /

'
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7/ . It cannot escape the reader's attemtionm that all positively

. v / -

L g

79 ‘ 2,

1

Indians? herit_acje. The Indian is confronted vwith the big
stick of annihilating-war and the sugar-pill of {ixe vhite, T Hﬂ

manﬂ's welfare handouts. This is not much of a choicé. %

-

¢ The ptedilee(tio\n of so-called Christian nations f.o:/
J

’ cdnquest, subversion, and eventual destruction of opposing

religions and cultures, particularly ifx\past history, s'tands ' -
in starck contrast to vazlous other religious groups "Eé 3 s

( not have nss:.ona:.xes and show no appetite’ for convert'lng

<

othets. Even the POllCleS of the Boman empire in its days of a
glory were remarkably different. Antient Rowman rulers; tned

to extract, allegiance rfcom the conquered peoples by 'lloving

then to na.intain'their, spiritual pr'alctices. The Romans ofte}:(x ‘A
even included the gods of conduered nations in the Boman

rteaples so that everyone could find ;sopething of his h'e’r/it-

i
. - , 4

age in . .
?g , Rote . - N / 2

,{ Rome, the capital of a gr%at monarchy,
vas xngssantly filled vith suybjects and
strangers frcm every part of the world,
vho all introduced and enjoyed the
favourite superstitions of their native
country. Every city in the empire was - i
justifigd in maintaining the pur;ty\of
its ancient ceremonies;3® K.

.,) \ . .

‘ A
"projected missionaries and existential Christians vho appear C
in Hiebe's;n\vels are those vho do not attespt to cajole

unbelievers into being baptised. Th(i‘s vas true of Josh .
. d £ .
Bishop in Cagg],e'and John Reimer at the Paraguayan pission

< in Nouptaips. -How lov in the white man's esteem

institntioﬂila’.zed éq:istiénity has gunk is rgflecte'd in a
. 3 .
\'_‘ ' . ) . ’ { g
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passage in Edgar Dewdney®s letter to Sir John: "The
Blackfoot Confedecaéy we can keep perfectly under eontrcl
with priests an,ff police ageats™ (Bear, p. 122). ' ﬁ/

Big Bear declines to acce\pt baptisa -(Bearl p. #02) for

he recognizes it as a purely external synbél of

Chr:i.Stianity. He is part of the land and the s/pirit world
and needs no stamp of approval by institutionalized
Christianity. Just ‘as Samuel U. Reimer .eventually rejects
the institutions of the Mennonite Church amd calmly . '
proclalms that one of the ministers of that church is the ”&:ﬂ,
1 devil imcarnate, so Blg\ Bear re jects J.nstlt}txonahzed

-

religion in favour of the Purgp faith and pure hfe, N

\ntamted by bu‘;eaucracxes. e suply vants ”to go hose to.

his vorld and back to the earth. A sinmilar statement is

made in The Scorched-Wood People where the Catholic priests, W
- NG N .
syabols of a church orqanization, abandon/{ouis Riel in his

hour of need and cross over to Riel's enemies. Cl arly, "

lnsutut;oaé-llzed re h?\ls not S(lpportlve of the free

/sgn.‘lt of the existential chnst.tan. As a consequence of
\ L4
this, this kin< of religiom is in declinme to-day. As Rudy

' Wiebe saifi in bis interview vith bona;d Cameron: ‘Mjesus

k Chrisi Had no use for the social and political structures of
his day; be came to supplant them.®3? The implication is

‘that, if Christianity is to survive, it nust retn&n to }ihe e
wvay of Jesus Chtistﬁi“'v—'-; ' . .

i The Temptatjons_off Big Bear sticks clo};ely to histcr-

\ical data. By repea’tedl;}‘ retucniné to historic facts, even"

St Mmoo egm s o

&
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t6 the point of quoting the text of some letters and
speeches verbatim from historical records, particularly in

’ , toe court proceedings against Big Bear, the novel keeps

reminding the reader that it/is not a totally fictional

story. The intensely existentialist-religious character of
Big Bear is the hero in this novel. Unlike in any othér of

his novels, Rudy Wiebe has succeeded here in portraying what

in his owa mind must be the ideal huran character.
Ihqj’author uses a vaciefy of prose styles in this novel

to good effect. We have the blunt, and them the humorous,

o

. regporting as for example, im Chapter Four, Part One, and -

Chapter Five, Part Five respectively. Then there is the ©

~

strear~-of-consciousness technigque uhi@hﬁé. known from two " . 3.
previous aovels and which is further refined here. There are )

nune’rouk@atrative voices which help to shift the reader's
attention bhetween scenes of conflict on the one hand and B:’.g

Bear's v15ions of the past and future of the Indian nation

in particular and mankind in genera)]l on the other. The \ : T

'\tho:'s exceliént use of 1anguage and his techmigup of .
n cha;x‘qmg the tone fronm character to character convey the
feelings of thes«fe people particularly well., . | !
Governor Morris can oamly talk in "law and”%)der" terss.
He has little roon for humor and does not even try to ' ——
understand the Indian's apprehension about the white man?®s .
p lau( lofr.is repeats and repeatg what has been sqid befo:e/ g

- {Bear, pp- 1'i-35)\. When Big Bear\makes the simple statesent \}
! that "The White Queen is - a woman® (Bear, p. 21), whick
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produces laaghter amongst the Indians, Governor Morris

neither shows understanding fgt the status of women in the’
Indian cultu;e, nor tties to overcoae the tense poment with
some witticism. He is siaply insulted. "Tell that - tha£ - {
I didn't cgne here to have my Sovereign Queen insulted Ly

some big-mouth savage" (Bear, p. 22). This contrasts with

Big Bear's depth of feeling and understanding whenever he

spea T when the reader gains access to his thoughts.

Iu Chapter Five, Big Bear's simpig‘act of uripating, as
observed by Kitty Mclean, reveals a protound understanding

of nature and the importance of the nunber four in pagapiss

2T my

by Big Bear. i Ky
%

- Big Bear stood bhalf-turned agaimst a
bush, an arch of golden water curving
-from him in the sunlight, joining hia to

c the creek, ... -
*that feels good," he said, not. ssiling;
“to embrace the whole earth in one
flduing strean."”

o %A good life should be told in foéur
parts, like everything is four in the . .,
life of a person. The first is‘'to be a
child, the second a man proving himself,
the third to be knowa to your band as a
good man. And the fourth, if The Only

p\\ One gives At, is to be known to all the
N People, everywhere; and honoured..."
12991-:49-2‘9&)“

It is sonevﬁat strange how(ﬁiebe?s metaphor for peace, "the
nightﬁhinner river," connects Big Bear with the world. It
is, mevertheless, a valid expression iﬁasquch as understand-
ing, spirituali*sm, and s§1f>sacrifice.neet’and coib{ne in

. the hero of this novel, Big Bear, as in no other character

-
/

of any other of Wiebe's novels. i

P
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Wiebe's fourth novel is baéicaily a prose elegy®vhich
laments the 1nescapab1e dé;th of the Indian culture. Big
Begr is palnfslly aware of the Indian's desperate situation
throughout the novel. He tries to fo}lou a path bgtveen
confrontation‘qnd negotiatian, but without the use of overt
vioience, although violence is one of Big Bear's tenpta;
tions: the other one being total resigkation. loss of faith
in. "The Only One,™ and his abandoning of his pe?ple. Big
Bear does not succeed in his quest, and the pilgrimage of
his people ends in failure and defeat, but hesnever abacdons
his Bith,»his cultural 5;ckgtound, or his people. During »

the events Big Bear behaves more like a follower of Jesus

~

than a pagan.
' The novel needs to be very carefully read to gain a
proper understandfng of it. It’ is virtually-a kaleidbscoii;a‘
of stories told by differenmt characters, cbvering the peri
betwéen 1876 and 1888: Ch;pter One bears the title: "Fort,
Pitt, September 13,‘1876," and is devoted to the effort
undgrtaken by the government of Capada, represented*by
Goveraor Hotris,.&o extinguish all native ;igyts, "f&nglly
‘and foE@vet,' to sevexal hundred thousand square miles of
1and: habriel Dumont's/ name is iéntionéﬁ in this chapget,
and'Big Bear makes his -grand emtrance. It is the clﬂgsic
‘ipnfionthtion betvween pr?ud {Pﬂifn anddéaléy}atin? white’
man. Neither understands the other. ks ¢
It is'obvious “that Big Bear vants to negotiate aad

L] l
talk, whereas Mortis siaply vants Big Bear's approval for

—r
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everythi;q vhich vas designed and decided in advance in
distant Ottava. Big Bear #ants a fair deal for hi;Vpeople
while the governmor is only interested in coampleting his job
so that he can go home to 2}5 familiar, stuffy, Vi;torian,
surroundings with a sense of having served his Sovereign

vell. When Gdlﬁrnor Morris says to the asseanbled Indiams:

"Ye have come together and understand each other" ([Bear, p.

. 18), it: sounds like a bad joke. The reader learns about the

governor's real character when he eaters into his thought

processes:
) A vild people coming in kindn‘%s. If

there was some way this scene, the .
feeling of this world could be captyged
for the Prime BNinister. Or even for the
Court in - that was too much; what could
such crudities, such make-shift jumble,
indeed, such stench mean to highbred
sensibilities. v(Bear, p. 18)

This is contrasted skillfully with the Imndian'’s
down-to-earth oneness with pature, described sysbolically

eaylier, in th:’sqgnemof the Indian's approach.
«..€dch horse and rider Seemed to hang v
still on the open ridge slanting to a
cugp of pqplars down, behind a fold in
d\ the earth. One by one, as if on parade,-
in single file they moved and when the | '
lead horse with its moulded rider amerged
dovn® into the trees even the seeaing
motion disappeared in relation to :
itself, 4n relation to the sky, thf~sage
gleam of the rivdr, the green land’' now
, tinged brown and 'gold in the Septeaber
sun . ' . .
_/ esewnoecncoencdoadosvcnsssancvonacossndonenca
. a flicker of motion downward oa the
notch of ‘blue sky, dovawvard into the
earth beyond the water. (Bear; pp-
15-16) ’

7
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1/// The contrast and lack of understanding betveen the vhite man
( .

kﬁ and the Imndian could hardly be described im better teras -

than it is dome in this opening chapter. -
Inserted betveen Governor Morris's departure and a

description of life in Big Bear's camp which ends in Big
o \; -

Bear's oracle-like vision of impending dooniis a section

, .

vhich consists of the recollection of missionary John
McDougall. This structuring of the opening .chapter inm fcur
parts permits the reader to immers® himself in a roufided-out

sequence of events viewed from various angles. First the

4

clgrk, then Governor Morris and thle encounter with the ;5
Indians, then the situation from a missiomary‘'s point og

view, and, finally, the Indians' viewpoint. Big Bear, in the
tale vhich he presents to a gi:cle of warricrs and friends,

1
predicts the outcome of the Indians' struggle with the shite

& . . .
man and the white man's law. He also intends it as.a

varning for his coapatriots. .
« " Then imn fromt of me 'I saw a shape, and \
., another beside yé, and another uatil I ;
sav six coming towards me; at first they
séened goming far away like out of a
long thin hole in the ground but soon
they vere close enough I could see heads
and bodies and legs, and then I saw they
sere People. They were stiff up and down
and they wore black clothes like
. Whiteskins but I could see they were’
River People. Those were River People,
. * their hands behind their backs and their
DY heads twisted to the side 4s if their
spirits had been jerked out at their
necks and their.aecks frozen. They did -
‘ not seem to be standing, they just were A .
///’ there in a rov coming closer/ and tuctping «
// a little as if air turned tfem. I could
see the circle like a burn{around each .
crooked meck and their faces were -~

) Co
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swollen thick full of blood and I could
not recognize amyone. But it seemed to x
se ¥ knew each one of them. (Bear, Pp-
65) ’
- .
This passage is very effective as an oracle and prepares the

~r'eader for the closing of the novef.

"Between the Forks and the Missouri" (Chapter Two)
covers the time span between 1878 and 1882. There are six
parts to this chapter. The first fact is v;ry short and
represents an accounting of the whiteman's "wvictory" in so

.Bany dollars per head fo: S0, many square miles, as ﬁféoxded )
by David Laird. The second part describes an Indian
horse-raid which contrasts what is of vital isportance to

. \
the Indian over against what the white gan finds importamt.

/
Kingbird, one of'Big Bear's sons, proves himself to be a
Worthy Youngﬁuan by succeeding im taking two good borses
Sro: a camp of Siksikas. This is interrupted by a recol-

lection of events seen from the memory of North, West Mounted

o~
Police Colomnel A. G. Irvine conceraing Big Bear's interfeg-

'

 emce with government surveyors near Medicine Hat in 1878.

'

Part Tvo of C?apter Two ends with an account of the event as
seen b; Big Bear's tribe. It differs significantly fros an
earlier account of thekevents by Colonel Ilrvine (Bear, -
37)- Each side claims to h?vs won the‘argulenﬁ.

The third part in Chapter Two describes a council cf .
Chiefs in Big Bear's camp. Big Bear tries to éonvi:ce Chief

= : { -
Sitting Bull from the Sioux, Chief, Crowfoot froa the

|
____Blackfeet, and Gabriel Dumont, that they must unite-te

, NN

3
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wan's policies from a politician's point of view. It also
. ~ n
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L)

negotiate a better treaty with the white man from a position
of strength. However, Crowfoot is eager to co-operate sith
the white man, and Sitting Bull has been too disappoinmted by
the wvhite people to think of negotiations. He advocates
racism in reverse when he says:

"The police'éhiefs I know are all good .

straight men; they share their food with

me alvays vhen I have none, they punish

whites for the same things they Fpunish

us, in the same way. They are straight

men.. But, they are vhite."™ (Bear, p.

102)"&\« .,- re s ,‘_:-
The divergences betveen the threé~ghiefs are too great, and
no agreeaent can be reached. N

The fdurth part comsists of juotations from a private

letter fron Edgér Deviney, The Indian Commissioner, to Sir

Jobn A. Macdonald. It describes in a "patter-of-fact™ style
/

_ what the Indians' problems are and hoW they affect the white

?

%
ireseqta the reader vith 'a good an§¥ﬂsis of Big Bear's wmind
nade‘py an outside observer. Part Five switches b&itvii‘ijé
Bea;/and describes the 1as£ buffaio—hunt frﬁl the Indian's
point of view. It-ris a sad commedt. on the end of an era and
éontains another ™age of'%i; ear's presonitions of vhat 1fes
ahead” He sees a untaii/éi red blopd shooting up fxros the

ground, uastoppgble (Bear, p.130). Violence will come and &

. blood will be shed, but h;s statement that "I didn't feel a

rope" (Beap, p- 131) signifies that Big Bear himself will

not perish at the white man's hand. d T e

In Part Six, the last part of fjhapter Two, Big Bear's

~

el

i ; . PR
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thoughts describe hovw he sees the white mam's warriors: "his

men stood in soldier's straight lines like poles getting
screamed at in front of the pole with the Grandmother's|rag

on it:™ (Pear, P- 133). Big Bear must fimally admit defeat

for e cannot sde anything other than hardship and
4 v \

vhiteman's machinery, soldiers, and settlers in the future,
He signs the treaty on the eighf% day of December 1882 at

Port Walsh in the Cypress Hills. (

q

The first two chapters of The Temptations of Big Bear

estabﬁish the pattern for the remainder of the book. Chapter

Three stattq'vith a statement by the North West Mounted

4
POllCB, i¢ then moves 1nto the, spiritual world of the Indxan/

with the descrxptlon of Big Bear s "Thirst Dance#m This is

4

followed again by police obsétvat%ﬁhs‘concg:ning the mishan-

dling o% farm instructor Craig h;’an Indian and their
apprehensions about the thirstl;%hce ;nd‘the arres§<}he)
vill have to make. Then Big Bear makes his last important
speech to the tribes. He is at the height of hi;\EBWer Lhich
he is soon to loée. His young warriors are deteflined tcl
wage war ag@inst'the white man and vi;i igpore Big Be:n's

“’N

advice. r

.. Chapter four opﬁys with police reports and political
infighting concerning the Ind;gn sitvation. It contintes
vith a description of 1ife at fhe compunity . of Frog Lake and
in Big Bear's b.and.‘cnlped !‘leatb'], as news arrives about
‘DUIOKt and Riel fightiag at Duck iakéa This is the turaing

point’in the novel. Big Bear loses.control over his young

~ e

)
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varriors and power ober\EIE“tribe, Fighting\begins, even
though Big:Bear is doing his best in trying to prevent it.
The violence started by the Battlers, the young Indian "
wvarriors who decide to fight the v;ite lan; results in the \
death of nine of the white settlers and merchants at Prog .
Lake apd in the hostage takinq"of tie¢ remaining population.
In Chapter Five the experiences of the white hostages
in Indian camps are juxtaposed with the first attemptg of
the white authoritigs to  re-establish their control over the
Indians. It contains the humorous agcount of ™A Canaﬁia;
VQlunteeg' vho describes the lumberihg feriy executed by the- ) é
Alberta rield rorce commandeered by uajor-cene:al T. Bland |
Stxange, vhose exploits are sttange 1ndeed. ‘
The tinal chapter brings the’conclnsion of the story ‘
" with the t:ial of chief Big Bear at Regima, his comvictios, .
incarceration at Stony Houmtain éenitentiary in'aapitoba,
.and bis final return to the earth as he becomes an integral ‘ :
part of it in the 'shape of a rock. This final chapter. -

/reiéiotces the dual tﬁelg vhich runs through, the .whole \

novel: the value of the existential lite which Qhe Indians’
' are leading, and the incredible jsolation the Indian pecple

are suffering in uhat, after all, used $o be their‘ovn

'hbneland. The author had efpressed his concera about this in

the Cameron interview vhere this fourth novel wvas discussed
‘ M . ' - . .

prior to its publication. . . | , .o
T

“I'a vorking at it from. the poimt of T o

, - view of what happened to the Indians at - T s
// ~ that time, vhich i5 really quite differ- ‘ s
- ‘ent from what happened to the Metis, ‘ S ‘
- - A . . ™
. ! ' ' v N '
[y - @ i f
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especially ome like Riel, who was
educated as a white man and who never
felt this gotal kind of aliepation, you
knov, of a totally foreign group moving
in-and taking all his land avay. Bie ~
vas traiped in church schools in Quebec,
he was still a French Canadian, he still -
had friends there, he still spoke the
language, he could still coamunicate

. vell in English. But the Indians? I
mean, heck — nothinmg, pothing. 38

.

'In the final chapter this fotal isdlation of the
N [
Indians "becones patently-obvious. Big Bear makes use of.the

.

fact that he did not wear wvar-paint as a defense against,the

-

accusatlon that hg‘uaged €ar agaLnst the Crown. Such a poxnt

-~

uould be lnportant for an Indlan. It means nothing to tbé

~

wvhite man, and none 6f Big Bear's peers are included aqm thé

jury vhich is to judge him guxlty or 1;30cent Big Bear's“
&

f1na1 plea for forgiveness and for help for his brethren -

he is not at all concerned about his own fate - falls ox {
. .
@eaf ears. . .
~ . ) v
®"I ask the court to prlnt By words and -
‘ scatter them among White People. That is R
‘my defence!l"™ ‘ =

#Next,™ Richardson said, "Next!"™ Hammer-
ing. (Bear, p.: 400) . !

“Pfe accounts ihich)follov (i.e. press requ%s of inteTrvieus

3
!

4

with Big Bear) serve to underécore this‘térrible.jsolation

and alienatién of the~1ndian.

’

The significantiy differeit apptpach which the author |
'takes'in this novel'- in contrast to’ hxs earlxet ones - v\\\

concern;ng "the problems of 1solat10n, the ﬂ1ff1cnlt1es 1n

lixing anvesﬁifﬁyéial Christian life, an@ the probleas -

I3
inherent in the attempts to accept or avoxd\¥aolence bears
Yo : ' :
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91 .
closer §cr@tid§..h1; these probleas argatreatea‘in;the
context. of the\squugation of the Indian upder the white
man's #Qlee Obvious}y,-fbe Indian cannot move to a different
count;y as thg Menponites in The Blue Mountains of Chinma
uer; able éo do. The Indians' pilgriiﬁge is an dinternal one
and they ha;e to sol&e their problems, isolated as they are,
between the_tvo extremes of violence and subaissiveness. But
even neqogiatioﬁ, thg “middle of the road"™ approach which

Big Bear advocates, is blocked dye to the remoteness.of the

.white poueé ceatres. It is a typical no-wvin situation fcr

the Indians.
The isolatioh motif manifests itself in the earlier

mentioned technique of ‘juxtaposing the Indian's and the

white man’s interpretations of events as they happen. For

example, in Chapter Two, wvhen Big Bear tries to stop white

randmother
se anyvay.-

a

surveyors fros measuring the land at the South Saskatchewan ~
near what is nov knovn as Medicine Hat, he is confronted by
\
the police and his archenemies, the Bloods and Siksikas. Big
Bear has no recourse to any courts of law to fight on the
"white man's level, but he is forced to give in to whatever
is beimg dome, rightly or wrongly. In the Imndiam camp it is
. &
nevertheless celebrated as a "great negotiited triumph."
’ " The thirtysix. police would returm to :
A ‘Port Walsh, the surveyors return to
Battleford for vimter, the Indian
disperse; Big Bear would settle ¥he
matter vwith the Governor when e leaves - ffﬁ\\v
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’

This differs considerably froa the viewpoint of Colonel A, =

G. Irvine who reports, .

«=+50 when Big Bear saw this courier ~
. hand papers to the surveyors and saw the
Blood chief and his brave beside ne, it
¢ occurred to him that there was a o
concerted action between the Bloods,
Siksikas and police to attack him, and
he calmly and submissively consented to
allow the surveyors to ¢go on-with their ¢
. Work; ané they never afterwards were
interfered with by amy of the Indian

Another example of isolation, and a particuldrly
pitifual one, is the futile attenpts by Big Bear toc talk.tc

the highest white authority and get a better deal from a

t

treaty fqr,his people:. The reader knows from earlier

accounts (in Chapter One) of the chain of comsapnd and théf
’ %

Sneral political structure of the vhite man's auiﬂority'
e ,
which/g}ll not permit such an apprgdch, even if Big Bear

—

vere capable of uniting the varigus Imndiap tribes. Big Eear

is tilting at vind wills.~"

“W¥hat I see is this: I speak out to one
vhite man, and there is always one ,. /
higher. I speak for ay band as a chief
. - speaks for his people when they have

decided, but the Whiteskin I speak to
isn't like that. Even the Govermor, oL
the' one who came talking so loud and ‘
fast from Ottawa and left before the
first smow woyld freeze his shining
skin, there is alvays one higher whom I
pever see. This is the thought that bhas
code to me: who wastes a bullet on a

. tail when he knows that sticking out at
some other emnd there could be a head
vith bear's teeth? It is time to see

) ‘that one Whiteskin tham vhom there is /////
' pope higher!  (Bear, p. 197)- ;
/

\/ The hopelessness of the Indians' alienation is further

.

WA

N -
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tribes. v (Bear, p. 87) '
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o
amplified by what appeafs -t0 be a ty;}e of war propaganda
. uttered by Little Poplar as he proclaims himself war-chief.

He had made some big police Fjuap, he r
declaimed, and after a fev days rest it
wvould be time to kill all the
v * #hiteskins: first in Battleford and then
Prince Albert. At that place he knew
there vere big boats “to go dowd the
tiver and across the lake to Winmipeg
and when every white there was killed
they would go on the Iroh Road to the
' east’ and kill every one there too,
. . -~ especially the man wvho was the Master of
the Government. ' After that no white from
\x ‘anywhere, even the Grandmother, would
vant to come and take land away from the
People; if anyone did, he would easily
be killed as well. For himself, he had
never thought very highly of the old fat
érandmother anyway; he declared the
Asericans laughed at her and ,they bhad
more to eat thapn anyome., (Bear, p. 303)

The reader knows, of course, that fox; the Canadian volun-
teers, police, and General -T. Bland Strange all this was
only a minor enqaqelenf and, perhaps, even fun. There “uas no
way for Little Poplar tc; realize his ambitions.

The existentialist motif is rooted in the lifé of the
Indians who live in accord uigh«nature. The author uses
color symbolism’ t.o“dra‘n‘.att}qxz’t}b‘n to th/e_ Indjan's clolseness
to nature and to Big ﬁéar's closeness to *"The Only Onpe.® The'
fifst.exalplfz of this is shovn on . pp. .15 and 16 of the Ibook

o —

'and ¥as guo'ted éar‘lier~ in this chapter. "The green land now
timged brown and gold in the 's§p£elber sup” imdica tes the -
communion betweén natural life (green), earthly roots
(brovn), and-the aystic aspect of the sun (éold) which is

important in Indian paganisas. Ak
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, Bear's vorld. ¥hen Big Bear tells Jer the story of "Bitter

94 ' ';

An Indian camp froe which Indians are riding out fecr a
buffalo scoutimg mission iy depicted in a colorful passage ‘ i

similar to a Paul Kane paintingi’ - .

~

- |
The grass shismered in the morning air f
along the lipe between sky and land. :
Out of that line the lodges developed, ' !
another feature of the land forming
against space, against shouldered hills
and an ultimate suggestion of mountains.
But more ancient than the blue-green ,
hills were these lodges, their veathered ;
poles reaching swallowtail through
snoke—blackened vents, out from the
seoke grey and rgbhiﬁJUite of their
base clutching at, rooted down squatly
into the earth. Froa the scattered grey : i
and whitish 1i a shape spread, dark

and gradually bumbling up until it broke

apart, flaring wide into pieces vhose

running sound vas the beating of the

earth itself as they grew larger,

gigantic, their shadows passing over : ™~
like hawks or eagles. Horses and men

druaming over the land. (Bear, pE.

123-124)

This passage presents a masterpiece in powerful literary
description or literary painting. The colors sugge/;t not \ ‘
only the Indian®s closeness to the earth but also his
spirituality through the line between sky and land and ﬂxe
suggeéstion of mountains and blue-green hills.

' Kitty Kclean, ﬁhile in captiwvity in Big Bear's camp, ‘ '

comes closest of all white people to an understanding of Big é

spirit," a story which predicts the endinmg of the novel 1
. .

vhere Big Bear is -transformed into eternal rock at the Sand i

. . . ¥ .
Hills, she achieves a kind of spiritual union with the,

chief.

She vas beside him in fiery va?u

- m.yf:.
N
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N
Y . clothes, listening intently, her hair

blonder then and mot frizzed as it was

later but very long and loosened as

though incandescent about her shoulders

and down her back; he squatting on his

heels, she almost pulled together under

that vorn blanket. Two txny figures gn )

sand and surrounded by light. {Beat, p-
315) .

- N
The colors in that passage suggest spirituality. The "incan-
descent” blond hair suggests the color gold, amd the two
figures "surrounded by light® sdggest a state of grace.,

The description of the land and the ueather at Turtle
Lake, "the flnal camp of Big Bear's band prior to the chief'’s
surrender, is a colorfaul prenz)nltlcn of iapending doom and
signifies the end of the existentiad® life for /Eig Bear, at
least the' end to his dreans. and vishes as to the paossible
continntation of the existential life he asd his band were
able to live in the past. There is a blackness to the clouds

vhich aqe‘"streaked with dirt," and the cloud formation

together with t% "hlackish and,p-u(x:ple coluans® of trees

- fores the shape of a'scaffold, suggestive of a gailovs.

L3

West above the centre of Turtle Lake the
- clouds were heaped in bright flounces,
foam streaked vith dirt, but belov that
they seemed supported by a horizomtal
. wedge faintly brownish-yelloy like a
? long polished stome an:&%\ed at its
. tapered end in a thin spitiof trees on
the curve of beach to the notth amd at
its broader end by the opposite, even
thinper, shore. Betveen this stone amd’
- the fading shore rose stubby blackish,
and purple coluans, sheathed in changing
grey r inpet ch:ves, interlaced

TR e
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-~ : .
construction going on there which would
never be completed im time, _{Pear, FEF-
328-329)
The problesr of violence is treated im this novel as
sosething people live with rather than argue about as vas

the case in the earlier novels. Violence and killing are

 presented as part of the Indians' community life, but sc is

éac;if;ge, and there is even an exasple ofypacifisn.‘

The féader'léarns of the bloody battles betveén\tbe
various Indian tribég and of horse-raids during vhich‘hulaﬁ
life is not sparéd. Houéver, ithis'not vanton killing but a
deponstration of personal braverf%by Indian uétrio:s;uho
must prove theasselves in that way #nd uhoxiil;ingly risk - .
theic lives. After the war against the ﬁhit;.-an is JTost and
Big Bear telinisces about past heroic ‘deeds in the calp at _

Turtle Lake, the story of one of those‘indlan battles is .

nN

told by Bzg Bear.

\ Above thesm ue yelled in Blackfoot ‘"He
are here!™ and galloped doun -‘those -
coulees clean and came out bloody om the

_txver baank . -

. one big woman on the bamk killed three
varriors with her axe dnd her right axm
vas shot avay and she picked up the
bloody axe-in the hand she had left and
killed Blackstohe tqo, im the middle of °
his song, b&fore Little. Bad Man opened
her with his knife from behind and let

- her gteat spirit go. L .
Bear Son stayed behind his hbrse and
xilled a Piiegan and smashed his empty ) '
gun into a Blood*'s face, breakimg it :
Eey-ney—ﬂey-ney,'and juaped on hls grey :
horse and rode after us,

.,.............‘...‘ﬂ...'..'..‘.-..

The rj-'er's all bJ.OOd! thOd! cewess . | R -
" {Pear. pp- 3“-3%) . ‘ S i

,
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In all its f'iercg;aefs', the description of this battle does
not evoke_diggust. It somehow seems so much part of the
Indian's -kife and part of mnature's violence that it becomes
acceptable to the reader. It does not have the objectlonable

connotauon of the coament on Benh Unger's "flying Uarplanes

and k;llxng people® .in Pe;ce Shall Destory Many.

Z—J . -

?nrthei, this violence is balanced against Big .Beat's

“ attempts to negotiate with the white man rather than fight

hY

hia and against an example of pacifisa within the Imdian
ranks, reminiscent of David Epp's sacrifice and Samumel U. ' ~

D | ‘ : ) .
Reimer'’s failed atteapt to proclais peace in Vietnasm in Ibe

Mﬁﬂns_g_f_snu;

He recélled the great sons of the peogle. .

:>' and howv, they had fought™ at Belly River
and the Ochre Hills and Ribstone Hill
and then-the greatest of all, Broken

- ., Arm, the terror of the Blackfeet until

N he vas given the vision of peace for all:
men like a giant bird rising as fire
crouns a spruce and had never fought
again, though at last the cowardly ". ,
Blackfeet cut him down when he walked T
unarmed and alone into their war caap to -

¥ 9

speak for his sickened People. (Beap, LS
p. 184&) .
There is also an example of the syffering of the inpocett ’
uhich.‘s always part of any war or rdyolutioh. Cut Ara - an -

2 .
~ Indian of whoa Mr. McLean says "Cut Arm jasa't done anything

criminal, ahd he's had about enough" - #s felled by a stray

bullet as Kitty Mclean watches. ~ ‘ T

' But then she was startled into dawn by N
shouts groving louder, by Cut Afa : ‘ .
leaping from his blanket and saw his ‘




-

»

: collapse -just beyond -
.the flap. Dead beéfore either of his “
wives could shrigk. {Bear, p. 307)

. The rights and vrongs 'of ‘human sexuality are expressed

in\nnuetous paSSages in this\n'ovei- In the case of the

Indians sex is consxsten,tly cobnected uth the existential

?1life of a pedple clos& to nature. In the case of the uhlte

.

man it is frequently connected vith pervetsity. Big Bear is ’
concerned with the vhite aan' s restlessness and copstant

. - .
forging ahead, and he wondérs ff only an Indian woman could

stop him. ’ ‘ ' 7

u s they took an Ipdian womam and she

ir dfded hin to a stop - maybe the only

way to hold them tight was by the penis? -
~ they kept on wanting some thing here

or there (and, then amother and wamting to -
change stilll another forever that kept o '
thea running forever apd framtic.

» {Beag, p» 107)

John Delapey®'s fornicatiom vith Kingbird's wife %"Sits

',Hhiées. were only certain in chaxging;

4]

. . , a
Green On The Earth®™ has someé similarities with the sexual

encounter ?fJa'kqb Friesen's son vith a Russian peasaat girl

in The Blue Mouptajins of Chipa. Although Delaney -is nowhere

near ’as violent as Jakob Priesen, the underlying Jungian
psychology is the same. Delaney is frustrated by l;is white
Ontario wife's puritan attitudes tovards sex. He expres;aes (A
his alienation from the matural vorld due to .sexual and
emotional frustrations by making love to "Sits Greem On The
Bavrth" and mutterimg/obscenities &stantly doring the act.

An erxtrao din%ty feeling broke up in

him: to sfay to hey "Llisten!” and then

talk, en lessly, as long as he dared,
knowing she did not comprehend a sylla-

e e o, S gy

st




The Whole . paragraph as 1t agpears in the book iéﬂ? condean-

institutionalized religion,

A

vorild.

. ble of the fly-blown obscenity he was

1ayxng over her... {Bear, Pp. 233*23&{

ing crititisa of purxtanlsn and stkuctured,
A}

, .

existential Aife which it causes for its Adherents.

Delaney's sexual experience sgaﬁas in co?strast to the
» Co ‘

existential sexuality in unison with nature jm Kingbird's

This is seen as Kingbird fondles his father's mare.

He was ... beside her, rubbing her ears.
She nuzzled him and slobbered softly
against the naked skin of his belly
Kingbir "liked the maret‘s llps on his
skin; he liked her varmth, the press of
her tqéth against bhia.
cacencenscsbsaonoessnpyoasnsansasesnnans
Above him hung the great barrel of the
horse's belly, breathing, ber 1ligs
against his neck. He lifted himself
erect slowly, his left hand along her
back, to her loin, his right.gently up
the curve of her bélly, back betveen her
hind legs. His hand could sense the

varath of theam before he toiiched them, a

firs varsth like brushing against his
sother, &nd then his fingertips touched’

her teat jand her nose bumped, bumped on .
his ocks. Not hard; like nudging her

colt “nge lifted his hand under her
again.
‘Qo.-..........c.....n-.o---...-.b

his right hand moved ever higher; up

-under the tail he felt lifted to his.

Lightly down the ipner fold of her, and
theu he brushed her at her soft root:
She stood rigid, shimmering, amd under
his left hand lowered still, widened
immensely down and apart as his left
hand circled, cupped the thick saooth
base of her tail, down as if she planted
and set herself down iato the very earth
Then his right fingers brushed a dalp
fold, slipped, and his left ara

_ collapsed, he fell throuygh it as if

°

| 4 . .

y A
and of the isclation fronm

-

r
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A

split, his right plunging by a meabrane
with a brush softer thaa sweetgrass down
into a hot, boundless, swirling svamp.
Thermare screamed brilliantly. (Bear,
pP. ’ 53"55) * ' ’

Even the rape of an Indian gifl by Kingbird's hglf brother
Little Bad uaﬁ.’vhich Kingbird observes after E%s play with

the mare, does not appear as an unnatural act. - % ~
Slowvly Little Banq ﬁhngg great chest and

, head tilted forward, still heaving, T
vhere 'his arms reached and then Kingbird
saw a shape on the ground over which he v
was curled, thrusting againmst.

‘QQ..Qh...“......o..oq.. s wansnan

. Jt was only when Little Bad Man stood

-up, stretched and vanished without a’
sound, Seemingly even a motion, that
Kingbird realized his half brother ‘had
been mounting a vosan kneeling as if he
were a stallion. . .
Her aris splayed as if she had abandored
then; her face down in the dirt, away.

_..‘.-.Q..'..‘.....‘....'.'...‘.-.. M
tomorrow Little Bad Nan might add her to
his lodge, if he had liked her. (Bear,
PP~ 56-57)

All these examples of sexual activities are cémpected with

natural things such as horses.

¥ 4

,Contrasted against .these patural happenings are the
attitudes of theé white soldiers ‘uhich demonstrate a )

ﬁtogressiﬁg alienation of fﬂe vhite :§n froa nature. ;Indian
vacriors will leave ; defeat;a and humiliated enemy alome s0
tha; he may tecoveg and his remaining varriors may sing

_ -about the heroism and lament the defeat of their brothers.
The vhite soldier destroys everything. Soldiers have né
uoieﬁ or family with them to'worrytabout while thg} fight,

-

and soldigérs are traﬁiedtfor killiag which is their prise

bl

st MWW&M«W:»-.»AQ £ vn,
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purpose. They will keep coming until the enemy is eliminated _

with no chance to recove;) Vheg soldiers have sex, it is
unnatural as seen through the eyes of an Indiam. Little Pine
expresses this ciearly during a_friendly meeting in Big f
E%ar's Campa ‘ BERY

"Those soldiers ride everyvhere¢, fast,
fighting. They never have yomen or S
chilqren vith them and they never stop
it. They're just made to fight."
I’'1]l tell you. All sumser they fight and
in vinter they have somethi like women
..in their caaps. They have holes like
wonen but they can't cook or have
- children. They just llgﬂln,the$£—4oéges
and those sbldiers stand inm line with
presents to mount them. Then in suamet o
they wvant to do the same with our real
woaen." (Bear, pp. 60-61)

‘The white man's technoloéical advan;es are also
described im sexual terminology from the viewpoint of the
Indian. It helps to explain the widening gap'bE;ueen'thel
white man's aspirations and the laws of nature.

%y .L.hut.he'could nogﬂunderstana what he
was seeing any sore than he could

, understand the scurry of huge horses ) '
'S pnlling&uheels and men S0 covered vith

smoke ey seeamed black
-~ ‘Behind him'a rifle cracked. and the
varriors streamed away from him to the i
hills. ‘
G NN OB NI Resm sesuNactmuacdnanreanbew w
®I shot it in the penmis," Kingbird was-
L saying. s

sSeoeo0oeaass .oo.o.c..-%...to.b..d.-.

"pDid that have ome?™ said Miserable Man.
$ 2 I vwish I'd seen it."™ Kiwgbird laughed
aloud, "That Sllppet] thing near the
ground gaing in and out, just like a man
doing it." -

'-.-‘.. ..'.O...'...-‘........C.
“*Po itself?”
Big Bear sald quickly, "Ihe bullet

»
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. didn*t stop it." Everyoné craned about - . -
to stare as if they had not remesbered “ :
shim. "Wkiteskins can do anything, even .
to themselves." (Bear, p. 136) .

&

-

This passage not only represents an attempt by the Indiams -

to make sense out of something othervise unexplainable, by ‘

] .
draving analogies with natural things such as sexunal inter- f

course, but it also presefits a warning froa Big Bear to his

varrior® that the yhi:j/pan and his incosprehensible

machines cannot be s pped by 'bul\ ts. But his Mmarriors

14

almost do not reseaber that big Bear is with them on this ‘

ride, which-is -indicative of ‘his loss of influence over 'His

'yarriorse. . . e’

»

The one notablq exception of natural serxudality y{Lhin ) -

‘the ranks of the vhite people in all these sexual encounters

is Kitty Mclean's progression into womanhood. Prom her
girlish, almost Lesbian, dreass in Big Bear's canp and ber

- » My v, e <
love for Big Bear's naturdl being she Qecones a voman at Big .
: ’ 1
Bear's trial. \u;,m she tries to sleep beside her‘\zister Liza
L .

in Big Bear's tent, _she feels the strain of her unusual : ]

1Y
¥

environment and loangs for warath and love.

..oher hands on my hip and shoulder,
but the achimg religf to my stiff side, - :
the feel of her hands pushing the , g
blanket solid and wara under ae, turned,
svims into the length of her legs . A T
against mine through the tied layers of 4,
) cdtton and -when she kpases down back to

my ara is in the hollow of her waist
palling the. long rounduess of her tight
and vara and good between my.thighs, the °
other hamd over her almost hard nippled
breast with all that silly wool aad

cotton - on this ground the only varath _ - T
aust be Indian naked - my arp and hand
> . one splintering Qhe laid along thke . .
3 ' . | ¥
7 S c
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blanket of the gébnnd holding her.ha;h
and this'time she d9es not push me awmay,
nor reach for Ameliq breathihg and varas
just there.beyond the cup and curve of
ay hands) any face i her sweet hair an8
her.arws goning up tp me, coveripg,
drenching me overp i spongy black sleep,
seightless. [(Bear, pe-280)

At Big Bear's trial Kitty ﬁedregs the loss of her

[ 4

childbhood innqgen&e which she had experienced in Big Bear's

_Camp.

q4
.

m—

e
A

’

& ‘v

-

«.ionce hi’s good eye [ Big Bear's]
flicked to the judde and thén her glare
hooked hiwm and he.certainly never dared *~

' turn her way again,

LR A N RN LN B R ERNERERENE RN R N IR XN NN ENNERERE XN

Her enormous.certainties had somewhere
leaked bhetween her fingers, almost
suddenly, she could not teld whether - | -
she thought in a revelation it was the
monthly blackness seeping through her

and momentarily she would feel dampuness,
she vas certain she felt it, omce, and
wvhen she ‘could look at herself there

would be the dafk worm crawling betueen

the blackish bair inside her leg out of

" the unstoppable entrance into herself,

she could never squat pnow as she had as
a child and feél herself opened

_uncloseably, forever unlocked except she
-sit tight down on the gentle ground,...

(4

{Bear, pp. 383-384) »

~

The tﬂo‘ﬁassaQes lead from iﬂnocenc?\tp experience. The

first/ quoted passage is told by Kittx'in the first-person

narrative voice. It expresses concerms piih'iarlth, and ber

compent that "the only warmth smust be Iedian‘naked" is Bot
.1 . ‘

informed by'a gitl“svgeiual avatenéés hutrt%ther-by her

innocent longings for warsth and comfort in an unusual

enviroanment close tp nature. The second gquoted passage

.Teveals that Kitty has reached avarene

at”
»
s ° i

« . -

.

‘ X
ss of her sexuality *

e ek



104 I

S

o
and her wo‘anhogg. It is told from the third-person

oaniscient point of view Hhich‘inpliesra certain remo
of Kitty. There cas no longer be falihﬁarity between Bi
Bear and the Indians' way of life and herself in her world
of the wvhite woman. Nevertheless, she still maintains her
closeness to the earth wvhen she feels that the earth caﬁ
protect her if "she sit tiqhi dovn on the gentle ground."®
The abové exanéles of the problems of human sexuality

and the isolg}ion as vell as the violence it can engenden‘

indicaté hovw well Wiebe's technique of Jjuxtaposing the.
* ‘
Indian's vieupointé’g%ﬁh'th59e of the whife man works in

this novel. The importance for man ofAliving with pature

-

rather than tri}ng to conquer it and the value of*

4

rd
existential 1life are important concermns 'in this novel.

}) w \
. -, 1 i A
Christianity works only imdirectly, as a substratus, as dne
*
‘solution to man's problems on his terminal jourmey through

life on %his earth in The Temptations of Big Bear. It is
well expressed in Big Bear's dislike of san-made things. vhen
he -talks to Kitty at Turtle Lake. . !

“\\“Uh? not make canoes?™ she asked,
"The River People are now horse People.
Water is for getting over and a harse
does that better thanm a canoe because 1t

‘ ‘ has a tail to hold onth.n® .

"You get all wet with horse."
"Yes, but there’s always the sun. Once I
wanted to crosg th:&Qiter at Port Pitt
when I had no horse and soseone dead how
gave me a canoe. But that turned itself
over, very fast. oo fast, and, I had to
walk out_of the shallow vater wherg it
did that and back to alll of them on ‘the /

. shore. A horse will taKe you far emough

» SO you won't get langh at." (Bear, p. 312)

\

o

P

e RN WA o

P

o R




105

(

It is no coincidence that reference is made in this novel b
se;eral‘tiles to thé humiliating effect pan—made, artifical

thihgs can. have om g2an as opp&sed to the dignity which

resiges within naturé. And husman dignity is of great impor-

tance to the fndian which ig/the nainlreason for his
%objéﬁtion to capital punishament by hanging. He Hants to die °
like a warrior, that is, by being shot or in bhamnd~to-baad

combat. This, by implication, stretches out to cover.

institutionalized religion. There is no repeating

~meaninglqss prayers and in being ba hile waiting for
thé moment of'ﬁslgg put to death by the hangman. Big Bear's
last prayer to The Oﬁly One at the“Sand Hills is far more
poyéiful,a?d ‘eaningful.
The bistorical framework enables the author‘to impress
upon the :e;deritéiz\}he‘latetialistic and over-structured
life of modern éociety may well be its downfall. Mam cannot
forever violate dature without suffering the éonseguén?es.
The existenti§l statement this novel makes is relevant to
exfistentialist Christianity ir“that it shows -
in titutionalized réligion to whith mere lip“ke;vice is Q .
bejng paid will become more and mdgre isolated and removed
‘from human re;lities. A strong faith in "The Only One*® which

Bﬂ@ Bear possesses is shown to be more ‘important than

‘baptisas which is,_afier all, oanly a ceremoay and not in

4

itself a guarantee for eternmal life. The real etermal life

Cesides . in Big Bear who, at the eand, tu;?s into everlasting




/

rock at the Sand Hills, although he was never baptised. He
has mever had a prayer book, but he understands enocugh to

pray better than many a Christian when his time to leave

-

106 .

this earth has come.

Big Bear has no fear of death. He dies with dignity in his

#You Only Great Spirit, Pather. I th{;t
you. I thank you for giving me life, T
giving me everything, for being still
bere now that my teeth are gone. So now
I have to ask you this last thipg, and I
think it's like the first thing I asked
but maybe you'll forgive that, since you
have already known for a long time how
hard it is for me to understand and
learn anything, even in all the time you
gave me. I ask yow again. Have pity.™"

(Bear, P- 414)

I ) 3
faith which was the faith of his forefathers amd is part ofs

his cultural heritage. The reader may compare this with the-

pitiful and fearful approach to death expressed hyhthe

varriors who were converted to Christianity and are facing

the hangman. ) ////’

e e e o SR e e e s i e

8iserable Man lifted his great pitted
face and his lips vere moving for his
hands could not, I vant to eat amd then
be shot, not like this, you tell the
boss; old Bad Arrow came head down, and
behind him Bound Th® Sky, his kind young
face staring where sky should have been,
somevhere, but Wandering Spirit was a
skeleton. still asking #rs. McLean if ke
could be forgivem, crouched perhaps by a
small fire and asking if punishment
wvould last long, asking,-askimg, and
Ars. Mclean certain that God always
forgave everyone who truly repented of
his vrong, he must nov repeant for what
he had done and put all that away but
the soldiers, nov the 'vhite soldiers ...
Little Bear®s moyth gaped in warcry, his
chinp jabbing dg at the still umhealed
sc;y& on his brepst as he came im fury
but’ it vas his friend Iron Body alome

’

J
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who f@oke aloud. He made very calamly,

his lean face without any expression
vhatever, the longest speech of his
life, and it seemed begging tooc: "We’ a
will need different shoes. On the wuhite

o Jesus road it's a long way to the Sand

‘ Hills, and for thkat you should give us

- good Whiteskin shoes."™ (Bear, p. 411)

Chfistianity has aade beégars of the once proud Indians}-but
it is pot Christianity as it should be. It is Christian
churches -as 1nsti;utions which,.in the séé?ice of tﬂ; white
man's conquest, are subjugating and dehunénizing the Indian
people. l

AS leétionéd earlier, ¥Wiebe has taken a fresh approach

to the problea of violence in zhg_ggggtatiggé of Big Bear.

- It appears that he is going even one steb further im the ‘

" next novel, The Scorched-Wood People, where one of the

heréic’characiers, Gaﬁtiel Dunont,uis actually proud of

)

living a violent life with "Le Petite,” his favorite rifle.

It even serves, hia vell later when it,allows hia to ears a

living through his -shooting skills as part of a circus act T o
with Buffalo Bill. Hﬁievet, the ihportance of a strong faith

and an existemtial Christian 1lif in thematic im Ihe

Scorched-Wood People as they have been in all of Wiebe's

previous novels. ‘ .
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Chapter Six -

i

Give Thea That Faith Again

Wiebe's fifth novel, The Scorched-Wood Peorle, leaves

the rgader somevhat unsatisfied. The.author seeas to be

taking a step backwards froa his two best noveld: The Elue

Mouptains of Chima and The Temptations of Bigq Bear. '
dus_of Lhipa 3 .

Although the novel follows historical events in chronologi-

-—

cal order, the imntroduction of power politics ahd-

‘" nationalism tends- to have a polarizing effect on faith. 7The

historiqa{ly known fact of the total defeat of the Métis
people seems to show that their faith did not help thgl to
survive i; a predominantly secular world. In the novel, even
Louis ?iel has his doubts about the practical value of faith
vhen he says to GEne;al Middleton after his surrendery

"] have been thinking. Whether, if the I

Lord had gramted me as decided a victory

as he has you, whether I should have
been able to put it to good use. ™39

L]
t

his naiveté‘in power politics are obvious. He becomes
isolated even from his ovn people when, prior to his
execution, he agrees to sigm a state;ént of ;ecantation
uhigk@}s presented to him by Father Foursond in the prison
cell at Regima, Father Fourmon as amongst those péiests

vho had abamdoned the M&tis cafise at Batoche. By extracting

the recantation from Biel, the institutionalized church has .

triumphed agaiq.\

The failure of Riél's mission, in practical terss, apsd -

A - s o <ot =k e
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The novel operates on two conflicting levels. There is
on the ome hand, the religious socialism of the Métis
leadership and the pure existentialiss of Gabriel Dumont amd .
his "savages"™ with their fighting spirit, %wild anélliving"

{W¥ood, p. 42), vwhich are both presented in a‘synpatéetic

light. On the other hand there is the pacifisms of Louis Riel

combined wvwith his messianic fervor and his tendency toward .

transcendentialism, evident in passages where Riel speaks
out, such as: “%hy don't .7 make a heaven here in ghé North
West,\ where vwe can have peace between all peoyle.‘no kill-

iNgee.

(¥o0d, P- 53), or “Gabriel, we don*t want to )
destroy people. I have nothing against the police or the

volunteer

- " (¥Wood, p.lzhu), and in Riel's visionaty'-

. A
moments: \/////”’”“
b ' ' . s
~there are three persons standing on )
-~ Bindtail Rock, outlined against the sky ' :

lik& crosses, perhaps, and they were _ .
talking together: a priest, his brother ‘
- Joseph, it wvas Joseph clearly amnd
FPather André, and one more, a third.
They are talking of his death, the third
person says to Joseph, pointing down to s
him, "God will be with hiam.. Though they )
cause him to die, God will raise him up o . )
again on the third day." (89od, p. 343) v
<

These ideas run in parallel and are never feally reconciled.
Anpother jarring note is introduced by.the ndrrator of

the stqry,'Pierte éalcon. Palcon was, by histbriéhl h .

egcolnts, -an oral poet of the H6tis people and an illiter-

ate. He died in 1876. As George Woodcock writes in a book
g 1 )

reviev of The Scofched-Wood Feople,

The narrator is a M&tis oral poet, and
ve are led to identify him with Pierre T -

-
o s s o ki A, |
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Falcon, the most falous of the nétis,
bards, -

-..-.olQ.o.¢.-<Q.i--q-q‘...qoob--.oo'. . ‘ t
Unfortunately Falcon died in 1876, mine

years before the events that mark t
end of e o) d O

wat

ances such as the following,:

I alvays vanted to Htlte a song abhout
those tvo [Macdonald and Cartier], the
slickest - thevre is no otbher wvord -
political operators Canada would ‘ever
see, actually forging the second largest
nation in the world out of a ssall -
coaplex of confronting hatreds rebal-

s anced at every election with 1nf1nite :

care... Jggggl p. 88)

sinply do not ring true ﬁhen the reader bears in sind that

this is supposed to be coaing froa ap’illiteraie MEtis

nationalist oral poet ‘with no particular ‘interestcin

‘Canada's affairs and at 3 time vhem there was no telling if

@ - -
hecome the "second .largest maticn ip the

Canida v&nld eve
world."

e

the narrator speaks

.clearly in t R0f . as, for example, after

Riél his signed-his recant&tioh i» the Beginé jail cell.

_— Much has-been made of Ais abjuratio
e was nade by the priesfs who used it to
cgnvince the last iap fcable Bétis left
in Canada that Riel Had confessed his’
grievous sins and returned to- the
eternally forgiving Yésom of the Church
. The lost rebelliony of course quite
destroyed our pegple’

N esessussesanvcsasdecrcccsnsonencesa
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This is a sad. sohg I camnot sing, no

more than the machinations of eastern
politicians who were nov making certain
Riel would hamg and our people be

crushed so they wquld never dare declare
themselves again ‘ ~

, mesaseenvicnecenststontstesennote ")

thg hope that burst in him again and
.again that his vision for the North-West
vhich had been printed so clearly in tbhe
newspaper of the world wonld suddenly
" blossom "into the massive uprising of the
oppressed of the world {¥00d, p-
328-329)

4

~N .
« ° The novel, in its closing, drifts into didacticisms and

lélodrana; however, the book as a vhole shines mainly

because of fﬁ%}deep insight it affq;ds the reader into the
character of Louis Riel, Jand also because of theJlit'e:a:y
artistry of the author which it displays and which sustains ™~
the reader's 1ntg:ést‘even through the sometimes long

moralizing passages.

The novel is based om historical facts, even though -

Gabriel Dumont seeass to be aisrepresented.*! Fart Ome

consists of four chapters and describes the actions which

lead to the declaration of ind;pendence at Fort Garry

(liniipeq). "give le North-West, vive le North-West libre!" -

(Hgod, p- 31) sounds very much like Charles de Gaulle's
exclanation at Montreal City ﬂall some yeJ/; ago, only with
-lorth-iest' replaced by ”Québec." ¥hy the pase "Horth-iest"
insteadQ;f 'lord-Ouest' is used in the othern1se French
phraseoclogy is a puzzle, ‘umless the aathor meant to signify

the iaportance of bilingualisa. Part One also introduces

1

' Pierre Falcon, the narrator, afid Gabriel Dumont although

“4

&

"
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historical data indicate that Dumont was not present during
the repulsion, by the M&tis, of the entry of/{;e prospective
Canadian Govétnor, William McDougall, at the Fed Piyer
" iniernational boundary in 1869. Riel is elected Pghsident of '
the Red Biver provisional government (Wood, p. 71) and
déronptly plantsléhe seed for his ovn dgsttnction by allowing
Q;, , Thoaas scotf io be executed (Wood, p. 88). ?Pe priest
1Bi¢cgot, Riel's pérsonal friend, tries to work a dg@l with
~ Prime Minister Macdonald in Ottawa, but in‘the end, Riel is
betrayed. I*hCha}ter Four of Part One, one of piel's bouts
with "hraln-fevet" is described (Hood, pp. 94-101) during
which he has ome of his VLSions‘Ehere he is called by God.
(In Some vays this is similar to Samuel U. Reimer's call to -
go to Vietnam and proclaim peace in The Blue Mcuptains of
China. Reimer does not‘ﬁeed‘the call anq dies in despair.
Riel heeds the cail and must sacrifice his life in conse-
‘quence) . This chapter also describes Riel's ynearthly
(perhaps "courtly”) love for his sister Sara who is a uﬁn.
Part Two begins with the flight of Riel and his pfovi-
siomnal government frqp Wolseley's Canadi;n forces which
arrive at the gates of Port Garry om August 24, 1870. Biel
is exiled in the United States, and his first refuge is with
Father Le Floch im St. Joseph. Biel, although still exiled, %
is electedsas the Con;Lrvative representative for Red River
to sthe Honh; of‘Cognons n Ottawa several times, but when he ‘

' tries to take his seat on March 30, 1874, ke is promptly

expelled and forced to flee for his life across the river to 1

y . . . . 3

‘ , ) ) i
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Hall, Québec. On Pebruary 12, 1875, a deneral alnes&;wuas
granted by the Capadian parliament to all persons involved
in the Bed River uprising. For Riel, A. D. Lepine, and W. B.
O'Donoghue this was conditional oa five years of exile. Its
wvas duringyhis stay in Keeseville, New York, that Biel
received the fateful letter from the ultra-montanist,
Bationalgft Acchbishop Bourget of Montreal*? which ended in
the folldiing sentences;:
But God, who has always led you and .
assisted you up to the present tinse, ) y
will got abandon you in the darkest '
hours of your life. For He has given you
a mission which you must fulfill in :

every respect. May the grace of God keep r
you. {Wood, pp. 138-13%) :

Bourget fostered RBiel's belief in hi§ being chpsen as

the savior of French-Catholic matiomalisa im North America, ~ .

- thereby causing much of the megalomania and the contempt for

the English from which Biel suffered. Riel’s poem "Sir John
A\ﬂacdonald" may serve as an exaajple of Riel's feelings of

disdain for the Enalish:

And all too long the children of New
France - N,
Bave borne the English yoke; .

- : And will not miss the chance
Of crushin decrepit race, and so
revoke y,
IThe rule oIwhosé who; in a pride not to

borne; ‘ b

Have governed them with such in-

’ veterate scorn.*3? , .

4 >

a

‘Chapter
realize that

by Inspector

FPour of Part Two explains how Dumont comes to

the new Canadian law, wvhich is being enforced

-

Crozier of the Northvest Mounted Police, would

. N \
A -
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be, ruinous for those vho rely on the buffalo hunt for their
. i N

survival. The hunters w@yst have. the power to enforce their

+ rules on the spot. Chapter Pive shows Riel's fits of madness . ™~

in the "Grey Sisters of the Cross" insane asylum in Montréal

vhere he is sent for a cure in 1876. It is in these passages
’ - »
: .
that Biel openly adopts the name "David" (advanced by his
. “ ! . 1.

.protectors as an alias) and searches for his Jewish roots in

order to praove a connectlonm}o King David.
I will use your gﬂ%liés#to make you o :
reseable David, for it is your pretended
friends whp have given your secret naame
to the world to add to the lovely name
of Louis the sainted King of Franmce. For
by the savage blood which” rums in jyour
veins, you are Jewish," and by your E
paternal great-gtandnothe; you belong to- !
the Jevish-pation justaas the first '
‘ David bpelonged to the Gentile by has
u paternal great-grandlother. as David o j
belonged to the Jems in all his other
‘ancestors, so you belong to the

Gentiles... (f#ood, p- 161) ‘ ‘ ’ . V S
//;:Eﬂpassage just quoted relates to am earlier on ;he;e . %

Jﬁ;'théot' s that the savages of yorth Aierica are" - % i

descehd;nts of the Jewish people (#o0d, p. 159). Whether L g )
_Riel actually thought that vay or vhether this is pure =
* fiction is diffidult to dgterline.‘xt %s, however, inte;est- .

ing to note'thai‘reference go the Jewish na}ion is msade in ) R ih
*\ipny of Niebe's novels as, for exasmpie, in %he Blug | puf‘w ’ i

¢ pountains of China where John Heimer says to Jakob;¥r1esen ‘

&
about the nennonxtes' desires, "They wish thej uerd{ if they

could only be Jews" (Nountainms, p. 227). '\

Chapter Six of Part Two is a two—page interludey
] . p

N s
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similar to a short movie-scene showing the movesment froa one

{

major event to‘anothef, which places Gabriel Dumont and some
M&tis companions near the Cypress Hills, on their -way tc oo )

find Louis Riel in Montapa. They encounter .a starving Indian

child, a legacy of the advancing white civilization.

The last chapter in Part Two opens with Biel in aoktana
wvhere he teachés MEtis childre;¥ It moves from his
lovenmaking with Marguerite, his wife, through his cursing of
those priests who describe extreme poverty as a blessing and

a preparation for a better life in heaven, to the arrival of

Gabriel Dumont wvho comvinces Riel that he sust accompany his

&

to Saskatchevwan to help in the fight.of the M&tis for

freedos and survival. Part Two closes with a vision both .
/

Riel and Dumont have: the vision of a man swinging froms a

gallows on top of a hill (¥ood, p. 188).
Part Three is the longest part of the book (?56 pages)’

and contains the denouesent of the story. In the first

-

r

woo! ' -
chapter the senior superintendent of the North-West Mouated

- »

N .
- Police, Lief Crozigr, takes notice of Riel's arrival om Ju

zf .

‘1, 188u4. Louis Riel inléﬁiately goes -to work utiting peti-
+ ' tions to Ottawa and fries to enlist _the support of the

griebih\\but these refuse it unless the church will be

allowed ‘o take total control of the moveaent and everyfhiqq'

* ~ \a’.
remains within Eggfconfines of "Ottava's lawv.” Riel is

informed that five hundred pglice are coming from PRegima
4 o -
vith orders to arrest him. He promptly defies the priests . .

dnd Rome and noveé to declare a provisional govérnnent of

.
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the Myrth-dest. Riel is now Jn his joyrney to'Golgatgk.*

Chapter Tvwo covers the takeover of the Duck Lake stores

L4

>

by the M&tis forces and the routing of Crozier's troopse.
Riel's concerm about too much bloodshéd leads tojan-impor-
. » “

tant military mistake. Letting most of Crozier's men get
D . 3 -

avay, which allows Crozier to burm Fort Carltom amrd retreat

-

™, . .
to Prirnce Albert, costs the Métis the guns and supplies they

‘could have captured at Carlton. These will be sorely missed

in the fipal b:kxle for Batoche. The first:enconnter near

Batoche between the Canadian foFces and the Mé&tis occntﬁ at
Fish‘Creek and ends in a dta?. q
Chaptef Three ofipart Three deals with the battle for
Batoche. The first.victia is an innocent hahy; On May iz,
the Canad?ans“charge and eleven M&tis soldi;rs are killed.
The charge ends with the total de@gat of‘the ¥étis, even
though Gabriel D%nont carriﬂﬁ on a private guerilla war of
his owvn for a few more days. Riel §urrend$rs on Friday, May

. ?
15, 1885, at noon to General Middleton, and Gabriel Dumont

begins his flight to Montana the next day. Riel's mpission"”

L v

has failed on the practical 1q¥él.
Chapter Four of Part Three begins with Riel's atteapt
to-orqganize ii§ defen é, and again he makes an unvise
decision by‘EgtainingC 115e:a1 lauyets'gitzpatrici and
Greenshields and allowing them free reigm in the court. %he
case is ioét,'and Riel is convicted and semtenced to hang.
5ie1's finfl statesents to the couri and jury are largely

1

ignored and, one must assume, soon forgottes by -the audi-

>

- 4
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ence, just as Big Bear's words® were forgotten-assdescribed
%h the previous novel. Afte;gﬁour postponements, the

s;?tence is carried out on vember 16, 1885, in Regina.

Part Pour, vhich consists of only five pages, concludes
. “\ A . .
the story with RigT%; burial in Wianipeg and a final, seeting

between Gabriel Dumont and Lief Crozier in a New York bar on

Julyn28, 1886, The final’'sentence is a call by the narrator
for a return of that upwaveridg fait& which would make
peopie follov a visionary blindly, even it it leads to
disaster.in practical’ teras. '

The technique of shifting scenes between narrator vand

- L
eventg is expertly done and fulfills the author's purpose

vhich obviously was not so much to ¥rite a historical novel

¥

as it was to project the visionary and messianic nature of "

Louis Biel. Most of the statements ‘vhich favor an

existential Christiam life are contained in the narrator's

AN

pissages. Riel—expresses an opposition to institutionalized

~religiom and 'its se&vaqts and a tendency towarad pacifisa.

Riel's progress throuéh life also shows the isolation every
visionary who believes that faith celguers all sust eventu-
ally suffer.

Several good ezamples of the cimematographic techrigue

of panming inm qh the actiom vhile the voice of a commentator

'and a flashback are blended in exist . in Part Three of the
novel. On pagg.203 the scene shifts in one short patagraph
from Batoche, during a discussion of the possibilities of

staﬁpinglen indian var against "Ottawa,” to Sir John 2.
R ’ |

<>

a
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Nacdonald's chalbets in the parliasent buildings. On pages
205 and %06 it shifts back to Gabriel Dunmont and‘fhe offer
of a bribe to Riel from Ottawa in the fora of a‘&job with
the Indian Departlent." On pages 270 to 271*the story shifts

from Gabrlel's denand ap Louis Riel to call upon the Indians

(Poundsaker and Big Bear) to join the Métis' fight, té

action at General-@iddleton's camp. Middleton counts his
losses frOl‘the Fish Creek skirmish and %ries to make it
look better by juggling the numbers of his troops. The
su:tching betwveen battle e£§s and conversatioﬁs perhags
reninds the reader of Tolsfoy's _gg_g_g_g vhere this
technique is expertly used. Another anlple is oﬁ.pages 264
to 267 \gg;nPﬁLel talks to uadelalné Dumont about the values
ofs an unuaveking faith and of broth rly love betveen all of
nanki;d. The. a\"idyuo_*§~i£:fttupt d repeatedly, ctten ip

the middle of a semtence, by reports from the Fish Cceek

‘fighting which is taking place at the same time.

The narrator's passages near the end of the book

contain a few existentjaljist Christian statements and tcvard
u

the end of the novel the narrator's voice tends to be more

the voice of ‘the author than that of Pierre Falcon. The

most ptofqund of these stateuents ane included in the

description of Riel in his jail cell in Regina. '

o The priest's coaprehension of Gogj vas
bound by the Church, by the necessity of
formula, but the revelation of those who
dared believe took the believer far
beyond that. <

.
......-‘--.‘..............!.-..-... ¢

The infinlty of God in relatiom to the

- set formula of the priests was like ‘

’1‘ ' * . l,‘&\
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sun11ght on the’ open prairie im relation
s to the patterns of barred light om the
floor 4t his feet. (Nood, p. 329)

There is a thenme of’disttust of institutionalized
religion and its leaders cunning through all of Wiebe's

~

novels which may have more personal roots within the' author

" than might first appear. There is, of courée, thesauthor's

quest for a return to the Jesus—llke life of unquestlonlng
faith and love coublned Hlth absolute non-violence, and the
reader knows that Jesus also mistrusted the phatlsees of his
ti;e. Bﬁt perhaps some more light can be shed on the sutject
thtongh pernsal of an article vhlch appearel in Iﬁg Gazette
sdle> ume ago and which suggestgma ’nore personal connectmn
to the author's dislike of church -leaders. The article,

among other things, discusses the events which followed the

publication of VWiebe's first novel, Peace Shal]l Destroy

The effect vas explosive. The book J%s
banned in many Mennonité hoaes; pastors
inveighed against it from the pulpit and
damned ¥iebe to the farthest reaches of
Hell. "I wasn't exactly sacked as editor

¢ . of the Herald," says Hiebe, "but the

“* committee came to me and said 'Ahes.t' I.

" resigned.” The student ainister preached:
his last sermon in Wimnipeg in January,
1963. "Yhere wasn't a pastor vho would '
have dared ask ae to preach in his -~
church after that. They don't vant soge
guy vith strange ideas as a pastor. I'a
too such of a maverick.” The incident
didn't separate him froa the church,- but
it shook his faith in some of the church
leaders: "The vorst feeling was the wvay
people treated ay patents. They got the
blame for not raising me properly.
People would write letters to me like:
'You aust have had a terrible hoaé life.

‘*Your parents must have treated you

»

s
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badly.' It vas a terrible hassle for
thea. They didn't really grasp what was
going on.** .

Q“It would not be at all surprising if this personal experi-l

" ence had influeaced #iebe's writing.
The ideas of Mennonite pacifism and violent revolution

~

by the oppressed of the world both exist in the personm cf
Riel which creates a kind of confusion. It is, perhaps, an
indication of the mental instability of this lgSSihni |
martyr that he is depicted as a Christian existentialist,
pacifist, visionary, and teligiﬁus socialist zea&ﬁ& all
rolled ifite ome. To qnofe some examples of PFRiel's instakili-
ty, a feW passages presemnt a discussion between Riel and
Dumont (a discussiom which, by historical accounts, never
took place ?ecause Dumogt took no part in the Red River

uprising): .
"Noi® Rielt*s conviction burst from hins
*God*'s systea is life-beauty, love,
' ' lifel” )
*That'd be nice, yeah," Gabriel said, "but
I don't see just that."
*ie all see enough of it to know it's
the best, Sprimg, flowers, mothers .
loving their children - that's what £den
is about: nothimng would have bhad to.ggt,,
ever, if man hadn't sinned against God\
Sin - evil has messed up everything."ﬁ)

A {8004, p. 51) f
and later: - ©

"that devil McDougall, he's ruined and
tunning back to Macdonald like a whipped
beggarsand still he sends out that ~
+ devilish proclamation - he wants Eed
River bloody, that's all.”
"f§ar isn't all . bad,” Gabriel said. )
“People have Words; they don't have'to !
kill each other!™ (ilgod, p. 54)

§ . »
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The samé louis Riel shouts out in the Batoche church of St.

Anthony in defiance of the priests and with a hatred totally

foreign to traditions of the followers of Jesus: ' .

"..«give us hearts of steel, that our
knives may find their bones; when they
vould tear our daughters from us, tear
out their hearts, rot them in the sun of
youar wrath, let beasts svarm in the
strings of their iptestines..."

", ..execate vengeance on the heathen, ’ ‘
steel us in hatred, your diwvine and
perfect hatred..." _{Nood, pp. 225-226)

Only a few p/ages later, prior to the Crozier encounter, Riel
is described again as trying to avoid violemce:

Vhen a rifle is takem from the uall and
loaded deliberately, eventually ull
have to be fired; Gabriel had al

known that, and so did Riel though now (
he was praying fervently against it. .

(lood, p. 236)

Twice in the book, the vision of a Métis-ruled soci'aI-

ist heaven for the oppressed of the world is mentioned.

"I hereby declare,” Riel propounced
- slowly, “the formation of a Provisiomml

Government for the North-West. This
government vill fight for our sacred
rights, the liberties and lives of our ¥
vives and children: It will £ill our
gteat land vith God-fearing ser and
vomen from the poor of the world, frox
Poland and Bavaria amd Italy and Ireland
and Prance, everyvhere. It(will give the
same freedonm and honour to our Imndian
brothers as is right in the sight of God
and men, and we shall live in peace.
Have you all heard?"

and later, in the courtroonm at BRegina,

Ri.el's careful expfanation of how
‘five—-sevenths of the North-West should
go to the landless believers of the
vorld to créate a new Bavaria and a new
Italy and a new Poland and a new Ireland

J
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and a nev l&ench Canada; hov British _
‘ Columbhia, which was of course also part+«
) of the North-¥est, should likewise ..
become a new Norway and Sweden and
Deisark of beautiful sountains amd sea;
and how the Belgians would also'find a
~nev land there, and especially the Jeus,
searghing for a country for eighteen
hund%d ‘'years and rich, landless lords ’ .
. of finance would find a nev Judea of
consolation for their centuries of
- wandering im the sweet chanting music of
the Pacific.lapping against the aoun-
tains; to build a paragise for the
world*s deprived on thd thousands of
square miles of the North-West:...

(Rood, pp. 324-325) | .
¥hy particular countries are singled out here by Riel -

/
as having *oppressed believers" is unclear. There were:

religious oppressions in those conntriés at tiames, bu:
Ba;aria, Poland, and Franc% vere cert\Ainly not altogether
pdpulated by large numbers of poo'r: people. This kind of '
‘naive "vision" also raises much larger gx;esﬁnns. There is.
00 place in tyhis whole vorld vhere some people arg not ,
oppressed and poor, and there néver vere such p}aces. ;he .
United States of America originally opened its gates to “the .
oppre;e.sed of the world ," but fhe black people were certainly
very auch oppressed im that fre:'e'dor’loving country. How
vould a M&tis qovetnlenl; have treated an atheist? How far
can freedom go before it turams into anarchx?' These ques- ~
tions )are not addressed at all. Froam all the history the
teade{: knows, such an utopia in| the jorth-West would never
have suCCeeded;‘ in fact, it would have been illogical and a

practical impossibility. —
The kind of vision projected in The_ Scorched-food

.
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People could only succeed through a return to the primciples
6t‘ Jesus, and this+is really what this movel is all about:

to supplant the pr‘sent institutionali‘zed religious bebemoth

¥

and reduce it to the basic form of faith in God combined
vith the expression of love between people, love strong

enough to transcend all boumdaries. Sich a movesent needs

a
’

prophets and martyrs, and Riel is certa’inly portrayed in
this novel as being exactly that.

The way of the cross vas humiliation;

N the prophet must die to reveal his

- ultimate vision, and this conviction
transfiguréd Riel's uanderstanding of
himself evem as he heard workmen at the
end of the guard-house begin to hamaer
together vhat he knew must be his
scaffold. {Wood, p. 330)

The novel takes into account the doubts which have
supplanted faith in contemporary civilization in'this final
part (Part Four) where Crozier meets Dumont in a Staten

Island bar in New York. "Ne'll remember® (Hood, p. 351)

sounds much like the " je me souviens™ on todays's Québec car

. license plates,. but it is meant to show that }b{ passage of

time means nothing diﬁl/ong as the faith of a people cannot

be shaken. "‘l‘he‘ﬂ vision® Riel had is timeless and limitless

and more important than the political and llilitar:y blundexrs
he co:litted, but vhite people will never understand that ‘
becausé in their ﬁi;ds ever ything has to be logical. Thus )
Gabriel's laughter at the end and'th.e closin?/ statenent of

the book:

0 God I pray again, let our people mot
be confounded. Give thea that faith
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again. (Wood, p. 351)
" The mysticisa and the omens in this novel are often -

conveyed 'in conjunction with cblot symbolisa. Pe:hapg the

.- most beautiful example is the way in which the color of

4

heavenly grace, gold, is used both at the beginning and at
the end of the novel: -

I knov he will hear only his own feet

slur a steady prayer down the corridor,
aoving him to thé wood he has heard thea
hammering together on the prairie ~
outside his window, to steps he will
obediently mount while a bulging sunm

burns the hoarfrost into sheet\gold; ...

{8004, p. 10) '\

and, ‘ ) e

The sky was blue as crystal, the earth a
line drawm and silence . the level .
light of the sun burhed hoarfrost into

gold, even the meanest grassblade in |
every split and bend stood gilded,

flashed, glistened in a straight, golden
path vaiting for him, the whole great °
world itself rolled up iato this final
glorious beaunty. (Wood, p. 345)

Color symbolisa in the n%;el also appears im conjunction

with iustances of clairvoyance.

¢ ’

7

‘esethey saw that hill again and " in a
glance knew they had both seea that
revelation: a gallows there and a man

" swinging froa that gallows. Vision and
certainty. Though it might have been no
more than a heat airage bending a dead
cottanvood up near the edge of the
river, the wvarvering blackness a somen~ .
tary crov perbhaps struggling im a i
downdraft against the open sky, struggl-
ing upvard. Rhen you see that, you

know. (Ha9d, p. 188) \Vz

and, ’ . v

Vision God gavepmand sometimes miracle; *
last night he had segﬁ}q rider on a '

<

Lo




125

horse, the horse so pure white it ’
flashed in the sunlight as the rider
turned it off the road... - \>

{Nood, p. 301)

The white horse is significant here because "in Germany and

N

England, ﬂghdreau of a white horse was thought to be an osmen '
of death.™*% Similarly, Gabriel Dusdnt has a dreasm which
presages his future as he lies asleep in the arms of his
vife after the defeat at Batoche.

He had been in a blank vhlte sSpace with
black stars shootimg over him and he had
to shoot them down, explode each as it
streaked past him through vhiteness and .
he could not so much as lift his , .
¥Winchester but he had to shoot, shoot -

by the merciful grace of God it was just.

a dream. _(Wood, p- 312)

Dusmont's dream comes true during his years of exile.
o
"] d4jdn't expect you to be shooting blue
ball ut of the air," Crozier gaid,
“not with Le Petit.™
"Cody had to work out an act “for me."

{§ood, p. 350)

! The number four is mentiomed no less tham twenty-one

times in the text of the novel. The bpook itself qgnsists of
four parts. For a few examples in order to Q;;:\éhat the

references are no coincidemce, the reader may refer to:
. ‘eeefour perfectly completed fouts of
years. (Wood, p. 10)

. eeea8 if he already sav ahead through
four Indian fours of years to this very
Deceaber day im St. Boniface Cathedral

©h {(Nood, p. 24)

L

»Por four months the English populaticn
of Red River has stood aloof. {Hgod, Pp-
62) ‘

"Mr. Smith, you had no choice. The HNétis
¢ have run this country by martial law for :

-~ i
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four somths." (¥ood, p. B84)

Four years of messages, of keeping
watch, of careful and uncaring love.

{¥o0d, p- 131) ' .
~es"The fourth time, I have the aggnt- MA N
ance they won't ... dp it, now, at -
all..." ’
"dhen is the date?"™ -

- wNovember STfteen, but I -" (¥ood, p.
337) , FORRCIN
&
«.ofour perfect fours of years to the
‘day after the declaration of the Fort
Garry Provisional Governaeat {
carried it on their sﬁoulders, four and
four and again four and four by turmn the
six miles through the snow north to St.

Boniface. (§ood, p~ 349)

The nuaber four may be seen as the congectinﬁ link between

~

.

the spirit vorld and the earthly elements in a manner

si ilar to that by which Gabriel ﬁn-ont {earthly) amnd Louis
Rif; (spirit world) z;e connected "in this novel. It is also
of conmsiderable significance for the Imdians as shown in The
Tepptations of Big Bear (”A good lif€jn

parts, like everything is four in the life a person..." -

uﬁgggld be told in four

Bear, p. 290). Cirlot says: -
. 4

Four. Symbolic of gte'earth, of terres-
trial space, of the human situatioca, of
the external, natural limits of the
"mininun” avaremess of tegality, and,
fipally, of rational otézﬁﬁtation. It i
equated with the square and“the cube,

‘ and the cross representing the four

seasons and the points of the compass. A
great many saterial and spiritual foras

' are modelled after the quaternary. It is /
the simber associated with taungible

2. B
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rent problem of isolation as it is suffered by the visionary.

N After the execution of Thomas Scott, Riel could got

3

travel to Ottava and carry on negotiations but had to rely

on church emissaries who could not properly present his
~ . -’ .
tause. Riel's isolation becomes even morg obvious vhen the

Federal Governnent-in‘ﬁttaua refuses to send ansvers to his
petitions directly to him which causes Biel to speak out
o .

beforé the assembled M&tis at St. Anthony's church in

Bd&oche: \

I am a fﬁ}eigner here now," Biel told
the hupdreds of faces lifted to hia on
the platform. "This Government will
never deal with me as your leader. They
have said what they .will do, and it is
no more and no less what they-alvays
promised - mothimg. But I will retura to

Montana. I am of mno use tojyou.' (Wood,
p. 217) . ;

7

The N6tis beg Riel to stay as their leader, but it does not
N
- N
_help them, in the fimal anmalysis, 1s>a practical sense.

The fimal, total isolation of the persom of Louis Riel

»

comes in the closing chapter. In the courtrooa, his words

are unheeded and not umderstood by those to whom they are

}

addressed:

‘ >

/’ « "Is that all?” Judge Richardson asked
vearily, fingering the sveat fros his
tiny round glasses. .
"o, excuse ame," said Riel, "1 feel
veak, and if I stop at times, I wish you
vould be kind enough... . .
And he spo;; on, and on, but it was no
use; the viSion vas ungraspable by any

a
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but himself. (Wood, 'p. 325)

Biel's isolation becomes co 'lete-uhen e is isolated froa A
his owun followers through the signing of'thg‘rec;ntation
presented to hin by Pather Fourmond, as meationed earlipr.

Gabriel Dusmont, the other of the two protagonist; in
this novel, is equally isolated as, during his exile in the
United States, he loses contact with his people. He is
shooting blue balls out”of the air im a circus act, while
the Métis people are helng dx;lnlshed to “road allouance
people® f{#ood, p. 328) in Canada. )

There is not as much mention of(sex as there was in The

Temptations of Biq Bear, A distinction is made between

natural love as betveen husband and wife, viclence in love
as beéween stallibn aad mare, and courtly love (or
non-sexual love) on a highér, spiritual plane as shown
between Riel‘ana‘his sister Sara. In the wagmificent 1love
scene between Louis Riel and his wife Marguerite in Montana
all of these loves and religion-imstilled guilt cosplexes
cope to the éurface, as so often in Wiebe's novels. The-).

folloving passages are explicit ip this regard:

He could feel her breasts, /usually Sso

bound and hidden against fer chest by d

coarse dresses, sving down, almost as i{
seened heavy against his hands. "Terri-
ble sin, eh?”

"You are such a sam, SO...bhig and

YOUse¥
"When I want -you?" he said, and his mind
‘L‘ leaped to a sudden fury for he heard bis

own quilt in her hesitations, the souids
of nuns whispering, of priests clemching
themselves in confessionals; and he
sprang up, swinging her aside almost
cruelly to find her glance ia the last

.
7 o
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of the evening sun. "lLook at me," he
said through clenched teeth. "Lock at

.mel We are man and vife, married bhefore
God and Churchi™ ‘
"But only after eleven months..."
“"Marqguer ite, what are you saying? Before
your parents, there was no priest in the
Missouri brakes! I love you, ve have a
son and, daughter, we...what is this,
sin?* ([Wood, p. 173) *©

«...suddenly unexpected ::\Pain.ge could
study her nakedness, the dark circles of
her hanging breasts apd his.hand cawé
up, his fingers touched ome as she
opened the buttons of his trousers and
she looked up at him, her eyes crinkling
in a smile, and he almost shuddered
aloud remeabering in one livid blaze °
Andre Nault's stallion in the pasture
beside the Seipe, gigantic white-and-
purple~ringed penis rising like some

- vialent rodted lever between the
stallion's poverful legs and thea
swinging over the small mare as he’
reared over, onto her, the mare's screan
wvhilelher legs almost buckled under the
stallion's drive... .

(R ZEE RN NP EN YRS YRR AN N R EXERERE ERRE RN )
iothing s0 terrible could ever happen
betveen a san and a vomam - ... (Wood,
p-. 175) ' ’ '

seohe was suddenly finding out the
giant bollows of earth, amd he thrust
against her let her feel it and screas
but she thrust back as hard as he, they
vere haamered down together like sheet
metal, springing together in ome rhythh
against the naked spring amight and what
they heard vere each other's great
shuddering groans as if death had found
them out; both, (Haod, p. 177) -

t >

But for me there vas only Sara, ay
perfect sister like a perfect star to
follow, so pure and perfect and holy and
untouchable in her love, there was no
voman on earth like I remeabered her,
and sometinmes I dreast I was her kanight
carrying her beauty I didm't have to see
like a shiell against the wsorld, I could

never touch her as a man does a womam,

but she was a.gy.like...* {¥§00d, p. 178)
/I / ’
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In closing it/should be sentiomed that ﬂ\g\

Sgcorched-Wood People certainly remains faithful to the
= ~ )
aathor's religious and visionary cosmitaments and espouses

the values of unquestioning faith and mon-violent

existential Christian livihg: However, it is flawed in the’

way in vhich the narrator is used, in the way in which the
narrator ®“speaks,” and thtgugh the misrepreseatation of

Gabriel D€wontNs chara < It is also a less convincing

book than either The

‘
'Y}

Temnptations of Big BGQE, &
Q
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o oo ' Chapter Seven o

»

The Preamer and the Prophet:’
. A Paradise of Love, Peace, and Social Justice

in the Brotherhood of Man

In Wiebe's short stories, published in HWbere Is_The
xele 1S
i e _Coming Frop?, the author's mastery of language and the
ease with which he maintains the reader's interest are
particularly obvious. The stories emphasize the isolation
theme even nmore stfbngly thai the movels. The reader virtu-

ally feels the isolation of the land and the isoclation cf

the pepplg vithip that land whep he follows the characters

. through winter blizzdcrds and the wavering, layered heat of a

L - :
hot prairie¢ summer's day. The plot uéually develops -in a

dcehg«like*lanner;fit begins vith unknown placé and puzzling

activity, rises to a tehse, critical point which allows for
recognition of meaming, and then abruptly breaks off vithout'
anything being seriousily Qdestioned~0t'aqy resaolution heing -

<N .
sought. The reader's imagination is given free ramge as he

'seexs an ianterpretation of the "dream." leferent tggh—

niques are ased in égkferent stories, but they are alvays

the qpproprxate techniques. For exa-ple, in the story titled
3 ‘ - -~

"pid Jesus Ever Laugh?" the stream-of-consciousness tech-

nigue is coabined with the first-person narrative throughocut
i - : ' ’ o
to display the thonghf‘processes in the pind of an alien-

ated, psychotic sex-slayer. Ihroughout the stor], which is
~/

‘partly hased on the contmnuance of the 'chhel Bow the Boat

. »
' .
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Ashore" andl"ron Dooley" songs, the world as seen by the

narrator is filled with stereotypes and dishonesty. Few
people have real feelings and, the reader feels, few people

are "real" in this story, which creates an umncertainty as to

whether this story is a fis}ional happening or sisply a bad _

’grean. Religion, in the mind of the psychopath (and, one
hopes, only in the mind of a psychopath) is a deadly
seriqQus business with no room for laughter or love. The
protagenist seens‘résolved to bhead towards his owm sort of
gallovs. He sa}s,'"That's evetybédy‘s mistake about §FSUs-
He had‘}\%ot more things in his mouth thanm love"47? which is
indicative of the unf;igiv;ng "hellfire and brimstone®. ¢
philosophy of a revivalist preacher one might expect to find

at "the Willimgman Brothers Evangelist Revival Incorporated"

t

(Voice, p. 57). ) ~J
A nusber of'thg stories in‘ﬂhere Is The Voice Conihg
From? will sound familiar to the reader. "001ulik,; for
example, appeared verbgiin earlier’ in Chapter Four of first
.ggg Vital Capdle (Candle, pp< 87-102). It appeared again as
"a short story in an anthologaﬂyitlfd Ihe_Story gake{i‘in
1970 (quoted earlier). N
"Someday Soon, Before Tonorréw“ {Voice, pp- 21*}6) vas
turned into a play which vas ajred over the CBC network on
Janunary 16th, 1977 and repeated”dn ggbtuary 5th, 1978 in the
CBC's "Jourmalistic Series."*® The play is expanded fros the
shoré story into a lardé plo£ vhich includes the farmers'

taking the law into their own hands by plugging up the vVelva

Py, W S U
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- might otiginally have been part of the uanuséripts or notes

133

Capal of the Garrison diversion project near Minot, North
Dakota, because that project appears to te at the bottos of
all the flooding problems in this fictional news report

stbry. The plot was of topical interest at the tiae and

- reveals cleaply one of the author's concerns. It depicts the

D
‘continuous battle of the individual with his human problems

against an unfeeling and umresponsive politicized bureaucra-

CY.
"Along the Red Deer and the Souih Saskatchewan® (Voice, \
pp. 113-123) has a counterpart in Part Six of Chapter Pive'

in The Temptations_of Bjg Bear. Both the novel and the

short story describe an Indi# raid from the viewpoint cf

o

the losers.. The short story concerns a raid by the Siksikas
@ .

against the Plains Cree, whereas the novel is concerned with

e .
a raid by the Cree against the Blood ahd Fiegan tribes ’
(Bear, pp. 340-349) as recalled by Big Bear duripg his death

sonqg for his fallen son Twin ¥olverine. ™~ et

"The Fish Caught ip the Battle River" (Voice, .pp.
125-133) story has a cohndction with both The Temptations of
gig_égg; and The §co;g§g§;ﬁood‘Peogle. although it does not
appearlin the‘novéis. The reader is faniliai,'hatever; vith
the date of the Biel rebellion (1885) and with the diardc—’
ters of General niddiéton, Poundmaker, and the interpreter . v

K .
Peter Hourie. It is conceivable that soume of these stories

for the novels and the author may have decided against their

inclusion. . -
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Besides "Qolulik," one of the most grigping dramatic
stories is the title story igself.'"ihere Is The Voice
Comning From?™ This story dlso contains a major statement
concérning the dangers of isolation of the individual (here,l
a §tory maker) from reality, a statement which, as in the
case of noéi of Rudy ¥iebe's statements, applies not only £o

story making but to life in general.
i
The problea is to make thé story.
One difficulty of this makimg may have
been excellently stated by Teilhard de
Chardin: "We are continually inclined to
isolate ourselves from the things and
« events vhich surround us...as though we
" vere spectators, not elements, im what
goes on. " Arnold Toynbee does venture,
- m®Por all that we kmow, Reality is the
» undifferentiated unity of mystical

experience," (Voice, p. 135)
The drama in this story is raised through.a peculiar,
although very successful, technique: The narrator treats th; :
events as a scientist would treat a research paper on the
refraction o&kultraviolqt light. The narrator gatherf .
e

"eyidence.” All this is juxztaposed with the death chant of

“The Almighty Voice"™ which provides the drasatic high point

as the ending of the story. The comtrast betweea the
f the voice and the nomchalant statement of the
- narrator at the end of the story could not be more cutting

and icy.‘
And there is a voice. It is an imcredi- .
ble voice that rises from among the wx
youang poplars ripped of their spring
back, from among the dead sosewhere ¢
lying there, out of, the arm—deep pit
shorter than a man; a voice rises over
LY the exploding smoke and thumder of gums
that reel back in their positions,

e e e 4
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vorked over, serviced by the grimed

motionless men in bright coats and

glinting buttons, a voice so high and
. clear, so unbelievably high and strong
s in its unending wordless cry.

The Voice of “Gitchie-Manitou Wayo™ =
interpreted as “voice of the Great
e

Spirit® - that is, ‘Almighty Voice. His
death chaat no less incredible in its
beauty. than in its incomprehensible
bappiness.

I say "vordless cry" because that is the

way it sounds €o me. I could be more

accurate if I had a reljable interpreter

vho would make a reliafle interpreta-

tion. For I do not, of ‘course, unQet-

stand the Cree ayself. (Yojce, p. 143) ‘/
The reader feels the isolating gulf between the narrator and
the reality of the life of the Indian warrior.

The first story in the book, "Scrapbook,™ provides some
hiih human drama as a little boy learms about death vhen his
sister Marg dies of an enlarged heart. The realization of
the loss does not fully strike hiam until he is back at

school and finds himself suddenly alone amd isolated frcx

all his classaates. -

He opened his desk and‘thete, slightly
dogeared and cfumpled f;q% much looking,
lay the scrapbook. He dnd 'Barg had made
it for héalth class. Actually Marg had
done all the work; he had just watched.
that was why his book had beem first in
class. On the cover was the bulging red
tomato she had cut from thg tomato-juice
label, and there was the kink she had
made when he bumped her because he was
leaning so close as she sat propped in
" bed, cutting it out. He said, almost
loud, "She's dead," and he kamew that
‘dead' was like the sticks of rabbits he .
< found in his smares.

" And suddenly he began to cry. Everyome
stared, but he could not stop. (Volce,
p. 18)

R




“

‘The reader has the feeling, after having read the final -
passage of this story, of having actually been there
. himself, and he understands how a child eventually realizes '

.the loss of a loved sesmber of the family.

%Tudor Ximg," the next story, is again abéut death -
the death of an old hermit during a winter hlizzard‘- and
how a boy sees the herait,in a dream: “If before him was the
nadir of humanity, tbe flashing eyes and the compulsive \
spirit moving there revealed the séuff of najesty“ Voice, V
p- 21). Between dreams and reality in the declining years of
the heramit, there shines through one ilpor;ayt fact of hging
humapn, and the%boy realizes it as “he pushed his face c
against his brother's hard, cold shoulders; as)if Se vere 1
already remembering his own fierce hapﬁineé&.at once having
recognized the fleeting stuff of human majesty® '[Voice, §. O !

AL,

= The aext two stories are concerned with the individ-

ual's fight against bureaucracy and blind adherence to

doctrine. "Soaeday Soon, Before Tomorrow" was described
earlier. *#illstone for the Sun's Day" dwells on anm imagi-
pary society where doctrine demands human sacrifice to ke
executed by an innocent child!vhile DO one can remeaber the
oriqin@l pﬁfpose for the sacrifice. "There's a Muddy Road"
¢ is re;iniscent of *sade-for-1TV sitcoas.” A -o:an is 129king

for amother "experjence®™ to replace a worm-out marriage to

an €termal student-husband; The reader is stunped by the
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revealed elptiness'of life when it is without hopest lcve..

’ ' Théffolloving stor}, "pid Jesus Ever Laugh?" bas beea
discussed in detai% earlier. It is folloved by "All on Their
Knees," which descrihe; hov a compassionate farmer saves 55 ‘
Indian ftoi the white nah's justice. "Qoluiik*’fbllous,
vhich vas also previouslyp d+seessed in Qetail. ' :

. In\\Fluecoats‘on the Sacred Hill of the Wild Peas" the ° o |

' author uses a technique which mixes history with conteafgo-
rary science-fiction-like adventdfé; A family in a ; o
camper-trailer visiés the gravesites of Genmeral Arestrong i
Custer and his persomal command, while the radio blares out ' l:f?&
nevs of astronaut Neil Arnsétong's descent fros the lunarx
olandinglCtaft and hislgitst step on the surface of the moon.
The story comnects past human history of pioneering in the
- American west with kuman history-in-the-making in space
pioneering, and it emphasizes the importance of being avare

of our heritage even in times Jf new, great strides iﬁ the

fields of scieﬁce and exploration. Our children should be

aware of our past vhile they are lookimng ahead tqward the -

fntufe.
"Along the Red Deer and the South Saskatchewan" has
also been discussed previoasly, as was "The Pishcbanght in
the Battle River," which is a story fnli of humor and
ironie$ as it compares the white man's military procedures B
and tactics '**ﬁ,ﬁ%%ﬁfi of the Indian. "Where is the Voice &

Cosing Prom?" was discussed earxlier as well.

The final story in the collectiom of short stories is™ "7
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"The Ianiﬂg of Albert Johuson." It uses the di;ry styl€ to
lead the reader through the death-hunt for ome arctic
trapper; a fugitive from justice. The story (or Piaty
entries) 'begins with the death of the trapper anod works its
vay.hackvards in time to arrive at the point where he
received his name, "Albert Johnson."™ This techaique is very
effective as the reader knows the outcome of tgz; event,
which is based on }actual history, but emjoys the probing
into the past of someone now dead. Many readers ﬁay,
perhaps, have experienced a similar excitement when they
::re probing {;f; their family background in the attempt to
establish 'a family tree. -

All thirteen stories i;ythe book titled $here Is The
Yojce ggging‘ggon? 'Eave,,besides their refognized artistry,

one thing in common; they are all about death and dying and

hov the acquaintance with death can fyrther isolate the °
individual. The first two stories concern natural death as
[

vitnessed by a child. The third story concerns death of

fertilenland as it is fiooded by foul water. Story number

"four is about sacrificial death which, in this case, is a’

¢

vasted life forlno true purpose. The fifth story, “There's a
uud@y Eoad,®" is comcerned with the death of a marriage,
uhetqas‘the sixth stoé} éeals‘vith violent death executed by
a psychopath. %111 on Their Xnees," the centre story of the
book, dvells on the meaning of Christmas, of love and help’
for fellow human beings and of forgiveémess, but it is also
connected with death. The man who is/being helped to escape

. . '
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froe the constables had killed Eis brother-in~-law¥ and now
bas to hide out alome. ‘ \ | 1
"Qolulik," describes violent but unpreseditated death
in harsh, arctic surroundings. The pinth story juxtaposes
the historic death of General Armstrong Custer with the
event of human life foming to a dead planet in the person gf
Neil Arastrong, the astronaut. The subsequent three stories
tell the reader about the glory, suffering, and death ©
connected with Indian warfare, and the .final story tells B i
about the lonely and violent death of an isolated, bunted, ' .
fugitive trapper in the a:cﬁtc.
) Some u:;&ir criticisa has been levelled agdiﬂét the h: |
author of thé\fhort‘stoties published in Where Is_The Vgice
Coping Prom? FPor example, in the Nest-Coast beview, one
critic calls this cgllection of short stories:,
...a‘prefﬁntious little book .
uiebe manages .to put the reader's toe, | -
stomach, and finally his mind asleep '
vith an avalanche of useless detail and ‘ol

obscure religicus nuances ~

AN sasmvsnvensnsssacsbassasssnscsansee

Shere Is_Th ce Comjun os? is pure .
escapisa, a product of ouritimes, just
) another bird with his head buried in the J

sand.+? . )

Obviously, this critic has not understood any of the
stories. Perhaps he has not even made the effort of a

serious reading in this case. Most readers will find ¥here

i1s_Xhe Voice Comipg Prom? a most rewvarding literary eipetiv ,
ence. ~ ‘
Besides Someday Soon, Pefore Tomorrow, there is ome

[y
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more play Rudy Wiebe has written. It is titled Far is the
Eye Capn See and was staged by the Theatré‘9a§se Muraille,. 3o
The plot revolves around human and social arguments, again

\
similar to Someday_Soon, Before_Tomorrow, caused by a

technical development which seems to ride roughshod over
individual”rights and liberties; it concerns the Dcdds-Bound
Hill Pover Project which was active in-the Ednonton area in
the years 1974 to 1976, Ipdividual rights and the isolation
ofjthe ipdividual from governwsental policy-making bureaucra-
cies are, of course, one of Wiebe's deep concerns. However,
the play never reaches the po;erfuf expression which the
author is able to achieye in his novel's and stories. The.
RSpirit" voices of Aberhart, Chief Crowfoot, and Princess
Louise’night resind the reader of Pierre Falcon in The

Scorched-Wood People, but they are too farcical in their

expressions and wactions" to allow a valid.colparison?

The live characters in the plaf are stereotypes and
fail to cr;ate any excitement. Carolime Kalicz is the _
typical university "youngster" of the time who is trying to
¥find h;tself"; shevis the confdied adolescent *hippy."
Naturally, she vants to go back to the land. The farmers are
Vupset about the encroachaent of inﬁustry and science, but-
most of them welcome the opportunity to ®make a buck®™ out of
the situation. The people comnected with the power project
consist of pushy sutveyors - the type the reader :e:elher§

from The Scorched-¥ood People and The Temptations of Big

Bear - and glib salesmen and con-artists except for one
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"honest" pan, John Siemens, whom Carolime first labels a

: )
»®capitalist pig." Their enmity turns into friendship

because John just happened to appear on Carocline's grandfa- &
ther's farm as a cov is about to have a bre;zh birth and, of
course, John helps in the delivery and proves to:be .better

at it tham Carolinme. At the end Caroline is in love with

John Siemens, a graduate engineer from Calgary Power, and

-

contemplates a vacation in Tahiti or Bermunda. 1The play emds

vitp tge Dodds-Round Hill power project scuttled, the young
people ‘again leaving the land for the city, continuing
unemployment in th? farming community, and ng sudden riches
for the farmers. Thelreadef vonders what this is supposed to
prove and finds himself a little bored by it ;;1. The toying
around with the various characters and the "s rit® figures,
might cré;te some laughter, but there is no probing imtoc the
characters amd no measuring of their failings, which lends 5‘

sense of absurdity to the vhole play. The reader soon

realizes that Rudy Wiebe at this time is nowhere near as
. . .

good a playwright as he is an accoamplished povelist aad

story-saker. o

RS ]
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Chapter Eight

o A Voice in the ¥ilderness
% .

I am the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and

the end. I will give unto him that is athirst

of the fountain of the water of life freely.
{Revelations, XII, 6)

a

¢
. One message presented in Rudy Wiebe’s novels and short
Ve s
\ ; stories is a call for love and peace. Hatred has reached a

level where it is reflected in almost daily reports of -

.attempted or successful assassinatioas, murder, interma-

tional terrorisa, and var. It is conceivable that mankiod,

if it continues on this path, will very soon destroy itself.

That man’s thinking aust change from a philosophy of

confrowtation and cospetition to one of co-operation and

- understanding is obviously logical if an ultimate catastro-

phe is to be avoided. Unfortunately this does not seem to

happen in either the microcosm or macrocosas of politics. The N

-

political realities expressed in The Scorched-Wood_ People | C
appear to indicate that the M&tis and the French-speaking

people of Western Canada in the Canadian microcoss vere a . ’

repressed and a disadvantaged people because of English

Orangemen's hatreds. Presently an attempt is being made to

reverse past injustices and outlav the Eaglish ladguage in .

Qu&bec. This will omly create another confrontation. Just‘ji\\

Riel suggested in the few pieces of baetry which survived \E

him that the Bnglish should be crushed, so LevéSng of

Québec tries to accomplish the same aim in a much smarter

[
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. defaced with painted slogans such as "gdo;
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r's storefront is

events where an English-speaking shd)~ee

ome"™ because he

re}uses to remove his English ianguage signs’~and change then
to Prench in"Montreal, which is supposeg/;dfé§>§£z0510pol—
itan city. Such occurcrénces simply re‘zﬁd thé older reader
of events some forty-three years ago when siwilar sloganms

o

L
were painted on other stores in andther countty and ‘ia

another language. -

In the macrocosm of world politic’s, events are no more.
encouraging than they are in our small world in Canada. The
revolution in Iran, return of the United States to a pollcy
of increased armament and confrontation with the 50v1et
Union, continying atrocities in South America and the #iddle
Bast, and coatinuning war in éalbodia indicate that man has
learned nothing from past history and still refuses to~
listen to the message of-one Jesus of Nazareth uhose ideas
Bndy Wiebe so strongly advocates. It seems so clear that, if
people would only have the iaith to 1ove their eneamies and
refuse to take up a:ng‘even in the face of their 5:;

destruction, and if this movemeant would seriously take root

"and spread throughout the world, the human situation could

be changed to the better and the world could perhaps be
saved, yet, as Gabriel Dnlént says in ghg“8co:c§éd-iood
People, "I cannot see it." Man has had almost two th;nsa?d
years to make it work, and tbe possibility of success"

to-day, vhen even povwerful religious leaders continue to

* ’ a
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'diminishing. The problem of isolation, one of Budy Wiebe's
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incite their followérs to violence and intolerance, is

. L x »
mdin -themes throughout his writings, is vith us every day.
One has only to read in the newspapers about attacks om

elderly people in the streets and subways while bystanmders

_are watching but refuse to' help because they do not want to

get ifvolved, because they waant to remain in their isolated

safety zone, to realize what am isolationist attitude

. . ’
implies.

r

Isolation exists to-day very much, also, on the poli-

tical stage. \Eysteadudf liberalizing the country and

. granting individuval heman rights, we a're witnessing

narrgv—ninded Québec nationalism, increasing popularity in
the Canadian vest of the western separatist factiogs, and

provincial opposition to inclusiom of a/hulan rights clause
in the comstitution of Caﬁa&;. It sét&s ironic, to‘say the
least, because this asounts to a complete ;eve;sal of the ,
situation as expressed in The Sco ed-¥o ¢ople, vhere

Riel had to fight Macdonald in Ottawa for liberty and husan

rights. Ottauahto-day. represented by the French-Canadian oo

Trudeau, has to fight a majority of the Canadian ptoviﬁZes

to accouplisf part of what Riel &fd envisaged a huadred

years ago. TIhe Scorched-Wood People shows the comtrast,
between politics of one hundr?d years ago and those of .
éz-day. -

A

_ In all of Wikbe's novels, as discussed in the previous

chapters, there is the concern with a vision eof a




‘and on the importance of faith and~individual ideals,

. B TY
non-violent paradise on e'a't‘th and the concern with the
heritage 'of all ‘sapkind. The author's sympathies lie
?:ons‘iste’nt@y. with 'thé individual, the Christian
existentialist l;ero in his 'isol?éi‘on who dares to challenge
institntio'::s a‘nd vho dares ¥o drean of 'a better uox:ld‘, or a
patad,ise on earth, if people vould only listen and believe..
It takgs caourage to swi\l against thg strebot c?ntelpo;aryf

mass-culture vhich is built upoa creatuTf comfort and

scientifically proven facts. With the event of man's

~

imprinting his footsteps on the moon, new avenues have been

opened lnto the vorld of wonders and xnag,lnatwn, but san

&

tends to viey this strictly fron a technical standpoint.

Niebe is trying to tecaptnre lankznd's sense of uondet.
. '

- There is a teadency ip the contemporary reading pulzli;g:

to dismiss novels or stories vhich dvelhl .onh\%he spiritual

-

. . )
especially if, at tises, they do not coincidé closely with

generallJ accepted standards or recorded hxstoncal events.

» Ww .i.s such- a ﬂ\ovel. however, it uould

-~

be. doinq the anthor a grave 1njust1ce to dismiss it as

itrelennt on the grounds -of some historical i}m;,cnracies B

. , : !
\"apd some;utopian views expressed in it. Rudy Wiebe has,
. .

after all, made it gnxte clear in numerous interviews and in

. /inttoductxons to antholoq:.&; of short stories vhat hi®

attl.st:y Ln uriting and his powerful usage of “Jord"™ ate

" agant to “do. .

For exasple, during the Cameron ianterview, vhen Ibe

;
. .
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Temptations of Biq Bear was still unpaublished, Cameron °

L

e

v -
asked: = . ¢ ¢
]

In your work, don't you express the .
validity and importance of religicus
values by taking thes for granted as a
framework, and then having the debate go
on within that context, - exaaining, for
instance, the sense in'whichk even
devotion-to religious life is a fertile

" source of error?

WIEBE: Yes, and im this sense, I
suppose, for most Qeople that buy
N novels, this isn't really that kind of
' an option any more., It's gpot one of the
A areas that they really think about as

" important - like-ecology, for exasple,
or Aachitka tests, or something like
that. It's not where most people live.

» But to my way of thinking that is a very
important thing for everyone, whether
they®re avare of it or not. Many people
find such devotion and value in other
kinds of activities or causes, but
basically it’s the same kind of concern:
to relate’ to something that is in a .

« .. Sense beyond, larger tham, yourself, the
other to vhichk you can commit yourself.
That's wvhy youn get many causes - very
~good causes, too. The cause I suppose I
want to explore is these possibilities
that relate beyond man hiamself, to. that
entity which ve believe has created the

A, universe itself, and is manifest ia -

it.s: -
)

The interviev ends with Wiebe's statement that,

In one sense historical nowvels are not
really historical at all. You could call -

( Zhe Blue HNoyptajps of Chjipa a historical
‘ novel, but it's aboat people struggling

with exactly the kinds of thimngs that we
struggle vith, except for a slight shift
in time-and place. But that-surely is
all that fiction ever does anyway. How
many human themes are there: love, wvar,
what? You could sum them up on. the
fingers of tgo hands. It's how you get
at it, hov you face a thimng, that
counts. Consciously building a story is
.imy vay of trying to get at those big,

-
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In an introductiom to Double Vision, an anthology of

*

twenti‘ét’l:—century stories in English, Wiebe writes:

Story-making seems less physical than
dance- or song or mime, at which many
; anismals surpass people, and its initial
inpulge seemas less immediately ismitative
. of the seen world than do those of
draving or carving. Even the sister art e
]’ of poetry seens to root more deeply in
song, in the epotional impulse to cry
out, than in story which, at its purest,
derands both the blaze of emotion and
the cool, cerebral craft of the
draftsman, the calculating designer.s3

o and he ends ullth, . ) .
ﬁroughout history the most original
thinkers have also been great
— storytellers. I'm not swre vhat all th:.s
implies about humanity. or the . y
story-making ispulse, but I anm convinced ’
-~ that jit means at least two things:
stdry entertains and story teaches.
: Perhaps it also means that people like
to participate in both the pleasure and
the learning experience, that fleasure
' and learning are parts of the saame )
s thing. I doubt that any writers in this
' ’ collection seriously consider themselves
original religious thinkers, but im
making their stgpries they are standimg
of all human traditionms
eir stories we pot only
.experience pleasure, ve also experience
—~ the desire to be better.5* -

° ' In the introduction to The Story fakers, Budy Wiebg, in
- —
effect, gives a twenty-two page lecture for a creative
- - «

¥ writing course, and a very good ¢ne. The ismpulse to wgaig
story, " fiebe writes,

ewesimply is, like the impulse to siag,
to dance, to play games

the impulse to aake stoi:y is comnected \\/ <

o with man®s avareness of time. Tiwme ends

9
o
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all acts, the more pleasurable often the
more gquickly. But time can be partly
overcome by story

I XL Y F R YR ENE Y RRENE W SN RN N R BN NN I

If man was before he bhad words, I
imagine he already dreast, wishing the
vorld different

But you also have all the resources,
strange as théy are, to bhandle the

-implacable forces that pursue you, and
. eventually everyone gets what he [

deserves. That'*s drean. -

Also 0ld Man said t e people: "Now,

‘Af you are overcome, “you may ¢o aad

sleep, and get<pover. Something will
come to you imn your dream, that will
help you..."

(L PLE NN J ‘-................-..‘.-I;'n

o

The Iglulik Eskimos of the Canad
Arctic coast believe that -every man is a
poéﬁ} shaping poems requires no special
gift which any one human does not have.
Though we may doubt this conceraing
poetry, certainly in one significant way
every human being is a story-maker; many
persons, like many Eskimo singers,
actually do tell bequtiful stories
vithout the cohscious attempt at making
anything beautiful. But aost of us are -
not primitives and can never be, no
matter howv such ve might wish it.
Literary stories do require special
gifts to make well, and they are well
made vhem they give us pleasure...SS

About the importance of ayth and symbolisa, Wiebe

Unthinking adults sometimes ask] why

bother with writing or reading poetry?

After all, poetry has no real use, like
developing a hog with sore bacon aeat

has real use. Neither small childrea nor
primitive peoples ask for reasoans to -
enjoy music, or dance, or poetry. They
recognize what western adults seem to
bave had drilled out of them: that husan
beings must and do live as ‘much by =
thythe and sysbol as by the ngible
thisgs that surround thes. ntﬁ’does not,
like every other animal, me ?1y gorge

!
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v and rest and procreate; he also has

.ideas, feelings for friendship amd
comaunity, sometimes evem beliefs.
These, rather than merely eating and N
being comfortable, make hia a husman

being.ss /\_/ \/ |

A/hus, the reader is told, the literary arts are part of
nt:n's, makeup; man will igmore them at his peril and will
suffer as)luch of a J,)oss for them as he'would A4f he igmcred
the tiotalikty of his heritage.

Rudy wiebé's_novels treat one or ngre indiwvidual
characters, Eﬁlatihg their experiences to the totality of
mankind. So it is in Peace Sha ll Destroy Many where Thos
Wiens learns that avoidance is urané and that snccess—lies
in a congquest by leve, not only vithim the HMennonmite couu-[
ility but also outside, in thé secular world. This is reio-
forced in Pirst and vital Cand]e vhere the preachers Josh
and Lena Bishop are showing by their exaaple what a "Christ
Follover" (an existential christian)' lives like, and,
hopefully, Abe Ross vwill take this knowledge with bhin into
the vorld, and Violet will teach it to the children of

*
Frozen Lake.

In The Blue #ountains of China, John Reimer takes the
crucial truth of the existential Christiamn®s (the Jesus
follover's) way of life out of the confines of closed, .
isolated Nenmonite c‘:nunities into the world by ca:ryi'ngarx
heavy wooden gx:'oss on éis shoulders along the bighways of

Alberta. It is not ®"something asef®l™ but a “demonstration

of faith." Tl{is novel, like none of the other‘s.' shovs that

v
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through peticytion a‘:d assinilation a f:adre of the faithful
has resained and, for all wve can tell, will continue to
remain and vill keep the faith of Christianity and, partic-
ularly, of existential Christ}anity.

The Temptations of Big Bear confronts the reader vith a
viewpoint of people who ar\e non-Christians but are :eligion:s
nevertheless. Big Bear's unshakable belief in The Only One
and his oneness with the earth symbolize the religious,
albeit not Christian, existentialist. He',' t\z)o, suf fers
isolation vhen his own people refuse to heed his advice and
the white man judges and incarcerates him, but Big Bear
embraces sun and earth and all living things during his
lifetine and at\his death. Hiultilately understands man
better than san understands hisn

n’g &og&ged—ﬂoog People is a further exalplé of a

local, isolated and confined conflict being expanded into a

- yision encompassing all of mankind, vhile”the protagonist -
.himself remains isolated and suffers the fate of am alien-

ated martyr. The hero moves from the narrow—aminded

French-pationalistic sgpuatist attitude to the yision of a
liberated ""North-West® where all the oppressed o} the vorld
can live an existential Christian life in freedosm without
ﬂxreats of exploitation and wiolemce. The vision, by iapli-—
cation, is that of a pacifist vorld of enlightened people
vithout natiosal boundaries where the Jesus-principle is
obeyed, that is, wlove thy neighbour.” All problems should

be ®talked out® rather than resolved by confroamtation apd
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wvar. This would amrount to a paradise on earth where alien-
ation and hétred‘a:e :o longer probleas, and that appears
to be t\he augthor's own idealistic view, sosewhat saddened by
the rea]\:ization that fev will listen, and fewer still will
understand. o, ©

Budy Wiebe®s short sto:éies are significant because they
show &early a sense of concern by the author for the

individual®*s probleas with daily living and for the impor-

-tance of man's heritage. It is easy to become familiar with

the characters in each story even though they may be from a
culture totally foreign to the reader, because they gll ring
true. Furthermore, each story is applicable to all humanity

¥

on this earth. As previously discussed, the isclation of the

-

non—conformist is a strong these throughout the short
stories.’ |

Unfottunateiy, Hiebe:ds [;lays do not reach the heights
of either his noteis or sh;);'.‘t stories. They seen unconvinc~-
ing, farcical, and the humor appears contrived solely to
sdke auvdiemces laugh uh.i.le> any deeper meanings remain
unrecognizable.

In his work, Rudy Wiebe expresses his own conceras

-

about and opposition to the isolation of the individual amd

the isolation of cosmunities from the totality of mankind.

)
Throughout his novels and short s@oties, the artist®s vision

aoves .constantly, both in religious and seéqlax: teras, froa
a limited invard and, as such, isolated view (be it \

A
(e % .
parochialisas or narrow—sinded nationalisam) to aa
£
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all-embracing positive view of humanity and the common
proﬁiens of man in a hostile universe.

\ Rudy Hiebe is prepared to throw his {orlidahle literary
skill and artistry into the balance to further the cause of
love and peace, and to enphisiie the ilbortance of each
ind{}4¢ma1‘s personal comaitment apnd readiness to get ot

t
involved. Wiebe succeeds extraordinarily vell because the
serious reader, as 'he follovs the development of Rudy'
#iebe's writings and reflects on what he has absorbed, must
adsit that he has gathered important newv insights'into the
husan tragedy. This holds true even if the reader has not
gained that faith for the sbreading of which the authot
hopes so fervently. Ruﬁy #@iebe has achigved a very high
level of artistic expression inm fiction, and the reader can
only hope that hé will be permitted the pléasnte of reading

many more novels and short stories by this prolifié vestern

Canadian author in the future. ~—~ "y

-

v .. )V/W
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v
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36 Edvard Gibboﬁ'?zh_g_ngc;ige apd F of the R . an
Empire (Nev York: The Modera Library, Random House I}nc.,
undated) , Yol. I, pp. 28-29.

37 Caneron, p; 148.

3% Cameron, p. 150. )

39 Rudy Viebe, The Scorched-Wood People (Toromto:
McClelland and Stevart Limited, 1977), p. 315. Subseguent
'page tefeéences, eaclosed within parentheses, will be to
this edition and will b: abbreviated: §god,

40 George Ngodcock, "Riel & Dumont,"™ Canadjap
m;ug,. 77 (Summer 1978), MS.

~ %1 George Woodcock writes in his book reviev inm
Capadiap Literatute, 77,,quoted here, that “his [Dﬁlont's]
role in creating the qnasi—r’epubl‘ic of St. Laurent in the
early 1870's is minimized and the clask between him and the
Hudson's Bay people¢ in 1870, which became al’xf“ilperial issue
vith reper}:ussions in HhitehalJ:, is tuormed into a very ainor

affair. <. .Dumont is represented as a crude and violent

figure ... whereas in fact Dumont was a man of considerable

subtlety of expression, and in his own vay a highly sophis~
tica‘ted as well as a greiat and courageous Bad. ...Dumonmt -
emrerges as a auscular oaf, and that is neither fictiomal nor

historical justice.® This point is also made in Woodcock's
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biography of Dumoant, The gg;1§ Chief and His Lost Borld
(Edlonion, Hurtig Publishers, 1975).

r~

. %2 Moptanisa was an apocalyptic Christian movement
which o:iq%nated in Phrygia in the second half of the second
century A.D. It was disallowed by the Charch and lingered on
as a sect. This "new prophecy" vas led by Bontanus and the
prophetesses Prisca.and Maximilla. It predicted an early
descent of heavenly Jerusalem and envisaged in aontauds the
fulfillment of the promise of the return of a confortér, the
Holy Spirit (Johm 14, 16). The sect advocated asceticiss,
condelneélte-narﬁiage, and denied forgiveness for those whq
coamitted a norfdl sin; its most sigpificant follover was

Tertullian who interpreted Montanisa as a third step of

l ‘.
salvation after the old and the new covenant. (The foregoing

.vas translated from Der Grosse Brockhaus encyclopedia, P. A.

Brockhaus, Wiesbaden, 1955). ' ’ _

In the light of the above-mentioned data it could
become understandable that Biei pay have looked upon his
sister Sara as A prophetess. It n;y also explain Riel
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ments to the effect thaf Archbishop Bourget was "sainted.®

4¢3 Translated by John Glassco and guoted'frpl: Ramsay
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- 3
¢4 Heather Robertsomn, "Hestern #ystic,® lhe Capadjan

. [inserted in the uontrea% leg;;g]'necelbet‘lb, 1977, p. 22.

8

¢S Cirlot, p. 152.
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