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Thls is a serles of fictional texts which use the

materlal and sub—structures of closed—system texts .

.

(technical writing; convéntioﬁal/popu;ar—genre fiction;
sociocultural verblage (sayings, jokes, sloéans); as well -
as orally-propagated, spec1allzed 11ngulst1c subsets) to
construct _Bé_ systems of llterary sem;551s. The open[
closed aistiﬁttion‘is drawn from genera} systems theory.

The design of the aqpen text is to allow the reader to

range more freely over the interpretive map; -thus textual .

«

étructure has a high degree of.'play' (ie, looseness) bﬁiIt.

into it. The use of detached substructs of closed semiotic
systems helps avoid the absolute randomization of DADA,

. A
which is a reactive form of closure (or became such, once

1

T the initial aesthetic-energy/vector had been blunted). We
take the boards and tokens and rule-lists of a hundred tired-
games aﬁd‘isgrn té play a new game. The writer finds three

' types of rules postulated by game theory and strives for

new and elegant bréékaée;in each category.
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The dissection of a foetal pig is an important , . .
laboratory project in fundamental biology. 1In 1970,

; . i , ]
all foetal pigs in use in Saskatchewan came from a

" central warehouse in the States, where they had been ¢ o e

.

~neck-slft and lnjected with a dyed rubber compound,

) . . . .
‘blue for the veins and red for the arteries. "Bach ° : ' .
pig was stapled in a plastic bag with the Foetal’Pig

f

Handbook.
. / °
The goal/point of dissection. is the display of

the internal systems of the.animal; that is, diesection
ie a system of presentation, of pufposeful oéening and
inspection:* The Foetal Pig Handbook .sets out the pro~
cedural steps whlch will theoretlcally produce the
de81red dlsplafl These explicit dlrectlves are

accompanied by prescriptive photographs: How Your Plg

* Should Look At This Stage. The last plcture in the book

.shows a perfect llttle porcine show~plece, stretched

limbs and skin pinned w1th care and symmetr@ to a waxé///

rtablet,‘innards meticulously labelled, circulatory system

. - 4 ”
excavated without the slightest damage. This is the

N . / ’
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\ determiniétic and-state. Tﬁo powerfui intersective
g ‘ systems make its achlevement 1mpossxble. ‘
It ) Flrst,‘these small (8-10 ;aches overall) pigs
aré nbt machine—made. ?pey exhibit enormous. varlatlon
' o w1th1n thelr general, sWLnlsh torphology Organs are

4 L

t11-formed, dlsplaced/br non-existeft; major artéries

orLEurrow under tissue which - -

take alternate routes

. must be left 1ntact/accord1ng to the book. It becomes:® -
o apparent that in a partlcular sector actual ‘structure
- ‘ -
// mayldlverge from he model to the point of being //f
’ . /,

unrecognizable. ’ K

Partly asgﬁ result of this realization,\an aesthetit

‘élay' factor becomes operative, Stddents, ﬁavingv .
grasped the ‘nattalnaballty of the model/ldeal, enter
into contei/s to produce the most gnotesque dlstortlon

., of the oryélnal plan, or the most inventive re-organlzation
of it. trips and spirals of flayed skin are pinned

-

. out from the main.body and inscribed with cryptic messages’

(] » "

or .emotive statements; an entire circulatory sysfem *

Ve

orm a rﬁbbery bower for the peeled face and skull. -

The texts which follow have similarly parted

ays with the handbook. They recognize,tﬁatithe closed

=g
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the¢ reader to relax/and hax7é fun, rather than spee i

/
: - oward an absolute//gcbal The total\randomlzatlon/ of
' v \\ ‘
DADA must f}nally be rejected as too\\ purely reagtive |
(cutting the ;/fbetal pig into morsels and cookihg them | -

- /
over a ’bunsen burner) . These texts take ,segments of \é

literature, science fiction sc\i’enti‘fi\.c w/itinij, philo~

sophical treatises, political tracts a so on (all our

'rational' scribblings), examine them "f, r -isomorphism, ‘ \

! -

: . / ) :
/ . : and finally use them as material for thé construction &% ;
- ' of an‘open semiotic system, ‘a ystem which does not P

mind letting the reader have s mé of the ma“rbles /
A

: _ This open and- closed dic o/tomy comes from /

/. Lo ‘ ’

general systems theory. A c osed system has no

,ei{change with its envirommept. It is the utt’aglnary\sy tem

’

set up by mechanistic, N7- onlan science to fac:.llta e

the anaLy51s of materfl reality. While 1nJ.t;Lally

/
.successful, this inves'tigative strategy cannot byt

'closed-system modél " Its dlsc0\Ier1es exhibi

A
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disturbing lack oﬁ,geherglity. For example, the secdnd—

law of thermodynamics states that the amount of entropy

K
1

a

in a system can..either remain unchanged or increase.

+ -

But this law is posited uéém chance occurrence within'g
closed systen, andFthusvcaan; explain the existence,

in material reality, of pockets of negative entropy,
which we call organisms anajépiorganisms. Thése'are open
Systeﬁs, qarrying oh ordered, éoal-directed met$§§lié, ‘
exéhange with the systemié environment. They éossess
'éﬁdh"improbéble;—(according t9 classical theory) traits
as equifinality and\sélf-regulatioﬁ thraugh infﬁrmation-
loop monitors. According to Warren Weaver, a founder

of information theory, claésiqai/ﬁodern science developed
the the&fy of unorganized complexity, bésed upon the laws
ofyprobability; the task of contemporary science is the

development of a general theory of orgahized complexity.l

The dictum of Russian formalist Victor Schlovski

o ¢

that the joB‘of poetry (litefary art) is to render

. strange the mundane is heeded within these stories.

But this 'making strange"is naturally attended By the

]

obverse proceéss of 'common-placing the bizarre'. The

N\

output sought is therefore that which evidences an

~ - -
ethange of values on the level of this bipolar

+



quality: ~odd/ordinary. . This 1eaq§ ?o the doﬁcept of
'new cliché' a;d{ by extension, into examinations of the
épecialised subsets of ;ahgqage which we call jargon
or éant. . . ]

‘ @y offering instances of the open sy§tem gfowéﬁ
patterns of these language subsets, the texts seek to W
display the rigidity aﬁd inadequacy of the formali§t/
structuralist analytic‘opérafion. ,Eﬁdeaﬁouring'to
consttuct a closed system (to faciiitate 'study')- 
formalism hopes to de-subjectivize the act of analysis
and to arrive at a model of the ﬁeal.which, operating; ,
negates the truth-value of 'rival' models. Rather than
" playing with bhég'bl;ck box"'.of £he‘rea1Fworld process
to discover its behavigural tendgncies (hermeneutics);
fofqaliSm trieé concurreﬂtly to dismantle tﬁéAobject
‘oﬁ study, and to build from kqow£ cdmponeﬁts a répliqa
which will dublicate the oﬁtput of the object-system
(analysis/egegesis). This approach réplaces the
intrinsic looseness and caprficiousness of the open
syéteﬁ with the high se;ibusness of orthédoxy and a ¢
foolish 'certainty' of output (detex‘minism).2 |

- .It follows that these texts carry out a hermeneutic

' operation to the extent that they toy with language-models

f

~—
.

(3T
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‘of reel-world proéeeses. This interpretive play'involves ’ '/
la trladic method whlch is reflectlve of the three sorts’ ;"

of rples postulated by game theory. These are the Overj( .-
riding, the defeasiblg and the lndefeasible'categories . A
of rules, and the texts will 1ndulge in usage/breakage
of elements of all three sets.'l“ g

[y

Breakage of a defeaeiblé‘rule is allowable agq
encompassable within the'game;-breakege of ah indefeasible
rule institutes a variant of the game: hreakage of the
Over-riding Rule turns the game upon itself, recur51vely
feeding it to 1tself as 'its own lnput s The Over-rldlng "“‘—r\\\ '
',Rule imparts s;gnlflcance to the act of- rule-breaklng
.Contrayentlahé of the Over-riding Rule, then, 1%-a methodﬁ
of loosening the basic structural bonds .of the géme/ : o
‘medel; mahiné it more responsiye to fluctuationsvin ihe
_real-world process‘fthat'is, making it a better model...
"allowing for the‘co‘existence of a'cemplex of conflicting,
competing and interfering models of a single process).
If language iéugjgamefsystem; them'lanquage-art'is
games played with that game. 'We play the fundamental

system in any‘ﬁay which seems to offer more and better

play. The motivation of'the\broduction oflthese texts
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| - " "“NOTES
1. This cursory‘ and insufficient differentiaiion between
systems, open and clbsed, is based ﬁpon gxplanations s

[ 4

in Ludwig von Bertalanffy, General Systems Theory:

Foundations, Development, Applications (New York:

, _éeo;;ge Braziller, 1968).

1
.

2l. See René Thom,’ "At the Boundaries of M;ln's' Power:’

A “
Play" in SUB-STANCE 25 (Madison, WI: 1980) pp. 11-19.

w t . e

3. More rigoroysli? read dis"sembling invocation of the ®

. Over-riding Rule, rather than breakage. The Over-
riding Rule is of a form which is incapable of being.

" broken. The player can choose to invoke or not tq o v

invoke it. . ) l . ‘ e

-
&

“Briefly'stated, the Over-riding Rule,is as ’follow_s:
If seme rule is obviously broke>,’ look
] N ' .
for the explanation and aet sensibly

in the light of it.

-from Jon Wheatley , Language and Rules .

. ‘ o ' _ (The Hague: Mou'tor;, '1970) p. 25.

-

T

T
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Invocat%on of this rule implies‘a’semantic payload, an ‘ -
‘?xpl?ﬁhtion'“ lnjected 1nto the act of breakage by the. . ,‘¢’”
'”rule-breakef. Thus, dxssembllng invocation é}Tthe Over— . : |
.ridiné Rule involves highlyaunethical}.non—significén% ‘ X
rule-breakage, Wthh rattles the game to ltS fundament-* . '; '
. lt is the posmtlon of the nomad/vandal in relation to ’ . .
civilisation: "I disrupt this rule/order to-n9 other ‘ . '

end (for no other reason) but (thét I wish to feel) the

joy of the barbarous act."
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- : “.Look Here!* )
1 ~ -

L i -~

Yo \ ' ' N
P .
Having solicited eye contact, my primary concern

is to .keep you reading; I don't want-to lose you. And ' »

' ~

of course, I have no way of knowing whether I have done,

‘< v

no[&U-meter or idiot-light to indicate your attentive-
neés, and‘I am aware of the probability that there grows
already the boredom produced'by reflexivity in any--form,

like, say, a conversationalist whose only subject is
‘ v

Number One; who pulls all topics over his/her personai
event-horizon; a collapsed, hyperdense massenergyspace;

and ' I'm Qecoming a wee bit panicky even at this éarly

oq
~— )
v

- -

~

3

. *. Throughout this text an asterisk signifies 'look below. - ~

-

. ¢ .
for a figtnote”' except when it occurs in the centre of a

blank line, in which case’it denotes the péssagg of ‘time.

S j PR
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point.in the gaﬁe because it is apparéﬁt that'I have no
predetermined strategy, am in fact a text intuitively .
sﬁilled from a typewriter, and Ilrealize that perﬁé?s I
was a'trifle foolbar@§ to initiate the reader/text

1

relationship in such an impulsive maqner (although if we

5
are going to ¢:0ss blame around it could be contended that

you bear equal reéponsibiiity for the relationship; that

v LY
it is one of reciprocal lacks and hungers, or, more
positively, of mutual implications). Conventional wisdom

has it that I shoula, if ;\know what's good for me, do

~ something to raise your interest rate, any trick in the !

book, as long as it appeals to some primeval portion of e
your nervous system; éince I have no informafion about
Yyou, ané‘from a quick'self:examination can infer on%y thap
yéu are.a human being, or an extension of same, ‘and are

capgble 6f readiné in the English language, my only safe

‘assumption (I*m told)-is ‘'that you are the Common Reader and,

as such, will respond less to (il)logical or (ir)rational
Eoncepéual stimulation than to vivid représentation of
events which will activate and ignite those sectors of

your specific cognitive mab etched on the pithy, grey paréh—

ment of the brain during steaming jungle battles and

and orgiastic festivals of idolatry. Love, Hate, Pity,

EeNu
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Jealousy, Greeﬁ Joy, Guilt, Indlgnatlon, Ambition, Lust,
Fear, Bliss, Dlsgust, Pride: We conSLder é;;se impulses
beastly, ‘savage and uncivilised, yet unlquely and
unlver§ally human. Or do we? " . ‘ n

For example, read the following two'seﬁtences,’de-
siéhed to:satisfy the voyeﬁristic tendency (segment of the
1afger/ﬁimetic Urge). In-a brightly-lit room in Tokye, a
woman and a man are copﬁiating. ‘The man is sliding his
penis slowly in and outgcf the woman's vagina and she is
moving ﬁer pelvis in such a way as _to amplify that oécil-‘
latioﬁ. Ideally this explfg}t_referenée to the sex-acé

W
[N

should result in an excess of readerly momentum; by that

. I mean it should create in you an amount of interest

(pétential énergy) which exceeds the amount of effort
/}electrokinetic energy) required to readAit. In this way"
"these sentences impel you into what follows them; if a

’ L]
mihimuﬁ of half* of my uttera?ce meets this standard, then °
2 \

T ; . e
* Allowing for a neutral.rating for the other half. There
seems to be no sét“pattern_for positioning within the
text of these 'positive' packages: every other sentence,

every other paragraph, or every other half.of the story,

»
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chances are you will stick with me until the end. But
setting aside Qell-forméd formulae, the hgrsh reality
is that I don't even know if you stuck with me through | ]
that footnote (or, indeed, if you followed my direction('
to it)L I do not reve§l thesg misgivings ‘and calculafions
lightheartedly; it occurs to me that T may be rendefi§§
my intentions suspect, that you may appefceive a plot to ~x
entice you into the labyrinth with mortal danger at its
centre. With.all sincerity, JI declare that y?u can trust

me; you can return to my beginnings and re-read, and I'll

tell you the same thing I jyst have; E won't change my

as long as the positive Erece&es that neutral poréion
which it is designed to foil. This simplistic fqrmula
does not take into account the possibility of 'negative'
rated passages, those which create 'drégi (to borrow

x ‘ 4
a term froﬁiaerodynamics), which impede'the '§@iqker'n

snot' movement of the reader's eyeballs across the page,

4

for example, long, boring and rigzndant explanation
or glossing of textual concepts

ich might be better

illustrated with a terse and vivid figure like

."a text should dance more numbers than it sits out.'
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| opinién on you; I am of constant and steadfast character. ' - .

¥

., But can I place similar trust in you? Not for a moment.
\xOverwhelmingly, I know that at any given time, even in mid-
\word, at} say a hyphen which you fiﬁd aﬁnoying, you might

0 and make yourself a bacon, thtuce and tomato saﬂdwich, )’

v

n whole wheat, toasted; with plenty of mayonnaise and ///
a little mustard and maybe some tuékéy'and never;come bijké
or maybe-fire up the television to catch éhe‘late-nighg/

' news, weather and sports; orhbe ciubﬁed over the heai/gy
- " the man'whi has cpme to steal- ¥our stereo; leaving/ﬁé

readerless and still. ' ,/

\ But later perhaps you finish your/ sandwich and the époris

are over and you've already seen the late movie four times

and anyway it's about Ron‘Howard §#é;ting a high~school

4

rock band and the sandwich is ablaze in your stomaéh, making

. s . .
sleep unimaginable, or you do3/t die from the crack which

the baseball bat left in y??{nskull and you come in up out

of yaur three-day coma and’ are looking for a little light

/

reading in youf hospital/bed*and\you find that I've been
7 . ;

P T T N T 2 1 . ..
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waiting all this time like a faithful ddg just where you

‘left off. I will respond ecstatically to your return,

4

using Zi}?phors &hich possess &ﬁ easy familiarity, and

even e dlng them into conceits, thumping my tail on

the furnLture, runnlng wide c1rcles on the front lawn and.
spontaneously performlng all my best tricks,

I've had timé to thlnk while you were gone. I

”»

reallze now that . the love scene was too clinical and forelgn

to have wide appeal, To dive right in, I know what-you

need now: thrills and. spills to'take'your mind off the

dismal realities of your recent life. Ready? The same
coupde who were in Japan in the first part of this story
are now in Costa Rica, a small eentral-american: country .
which has had the most peaceful history in that region; the
p;e-polumbian ighab?tants Qere wiped out almost immediately
upon coﬁtact with the Spanish, and the colonials who later
arrived became small farﬁeré rather than feudal lords

ruling over immense plantations. The country now boasts

the lowest milita;y buaget and the highest literacy rate in |,

Latin America. This peace is abopt'to be shattgyéd
irreversibly.
The couple in question are riding the train from San

2 ¢

Jos& to Puntarenas.. Their names are Jack and Jill. The

20
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train winds through the mountains along the valley of

Y

a large river, called the Rio Grande, which is Spanish---

_ for 'Large River.' Jack and.Jill are recording stars

’,

from the Statés who sing songs about car crashés and

/ €D

Joredom. You will find a. floppy. one-sided recérd_§f one

.

of ;heir/ﬁumbers in'a paper envelope at the end of this,

text (unless it has’ been removed by a previous contact).

Actually, this.ié nothing but a cover story for customs
and/éhose whom it may concern. In reality, they are former'

r
N

emﬁioyees of a Dow Chemical laboratory and‘theyﬁve stolen

4

thHe formula for a new 'Holy-she9p$hit‘ nerve gas, which'

they have come to Costa Rica to sell jo the fastest bidder.

'
Or perhaps it's the plans to a new supersonic aircraft.

3

At any rate, they are up to their hairlines in the dramatic

v

situation of daring enterprise.

~

The train halts to take on water at a éprinq—fed
. ’
wooden reservaoir built on the mountainside above the tracks.

Jack and Jill get down to stretch théir legs along the line.

B

After three or four minutes they'arrive at a cleft in the

*

mountain. They stand on the‘trestlé looking down a

thousand feet into a rocky caflon with a bare, flat wéllwat

¢

its. upper end. Jack yells:

* [}

"Will my voice echo here?" and th answer is -yes. ¢

-

i

D Y oL . .y A

21
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"Repeat after me!" ‘ o v
}“Ecoloqy!"_ : . ) {
‘“Humbert!“ |
- hWalla?l”
nrsel" : ' C " ‘ y!
nKinnik:“\\Aﬁggg each shout, Jack 1ook; at Jilldto

se% if she's laughing. The answer is no. She stares down -

as if preparing for an octuple gainer. -

"What's wrong?" Jack asks. .
"I don't know," Jill says. "I think it's the mono

acting up again.™ J§ck‘:eaches out and lovingly séueezes
‘the blood out of a mosqulto which is perched on her left

eyebrow. She thinks, he's always nicest when wes are 1nvolved /.
in some scheme, like on the last album. He thinks, she's: ' /

always upset when we are 1nvolved in a scheme, like on the

L]

1ast albmno ‘ - ) y

e ' .
The train has just begun its descent from the moun-
tains to the goaspal jungle. Rounding a long curve, it
is sﬁddenly attacked by a thousand goriilas, armed with clubs, « =~

Ay

who leap and catch hold of the glassless window-frames and

begin beating the passengers and demanding brand new

sound equlpment.' The combined weight of thls horde of

welqued simians upsets the dellcate.inance of the train as

<
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' it rolls along two steel rails set on cross=pieces

of local, hardwocd. We can see the tiny train jérkirg ¥hd

wobbling on the immense mountain-side, and then it topples

over the cliff, becoming derailed in the middle fi;ét'

/

‘and the two ends dragging after; itlforms a routhV as it

. /
falls, while Jill shouts out, "There are no true apes in

the New World," an@ then the train hits botpoy‘and'

shatters into a steaming, burning, broken string of

<
' | -
, .

r, - . -
s -
R f
- o *
. . . - J
.

. L ‘ .
No, no, no, reverse that. The various plaﬁks and

pieces of which %Bg/train consisted slam into place and the

whole rig is hoiéted up the cliff by its ends with the .

middle hanging down like a greasy rasher ihst pulled from '

. /
the pan. It settles onto the track with the flanges of its

wheels suitably inside the ‘rails and the apes jump from
the  sides of the cars and run off into the jufigle where

tﬁey remain satisfied with what they have.

’

This.particular jungle, as’'Jill and Jack can see

perﬁectiy‘well from the‘yihdow of the speeding railway

. . hd

23

. wreckage{and there it lies'like -a record-plager on the beach.
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céach,-is ﬁilled with big parrots the colour of ripe
‘tomatoes ého spend thgir days loékiﬁg at round mirrors with
littleidingle-bells hanéing from the bottoms and saying}
fthings whieh no one trained them to say.

"Whénever gémethin& is séidc someone ﬁhgt be saying

it."™ Jack is saying. "Serge Doubrovsky said that. " And
\

e _psittaceous mimicry is no exception." Jill smiles and spig;
f;;gﬁ_ "on the floor. She hés\a laugh like dried lettuce. 'rhe s
= .train is now passing through vast fields of sun;taéftéd
wﬁdle wheat as they are-nearing the town of Esparta. A pair
“ ;of dbgs are screw;pg,on the roof of the stationhand‘the ‘
o Eséartans are givéné tPem laws and trying to knock them

—

o down with rocks and brooms and o0ld' ones mutter, wait til
| Lycurgo gets. back with his gun full of }ogk-salt énd winqow-
shards; Fhen we'll see éhe;trails of méyonnaise,anq mustard
these curs can leave, then &e'll see the hair fly; theyw
rave in a manner characteristic of people who eat only -candy

. . , )
- and cheezies and little packaged sweetie-buns.. Here a

sweaty man in a white suit boards the'tr;in aﬁd~sits opposgte
Jack and Jill. He‘lifts his hat, then sets it back on Qis
/ head. s .
"I‘am Herman Eutix, at your service. I know who you
are. I was sent by the Spltan of Swat to escort you ta the

\
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club-house in Puntarenas. Beé%tly hot and humid here on
the coast, isn't it? It's worse on the Caribbean side,
‘ 1

though. Let's be thankful the meeting was not set in

Limon or Pandora. Well, they say zamuro no come alpiste.

Do you speak Spanish, Senora?"

"No.',I‘iike to speak Jaﬁanese, although I don't
kﬁsw any. I jusﬁ make it up and that makes me f;el‘better'
than méaning so&ething.f

: :
In Puntarénas, Eutix leads them through a maze of

. L .
streets which become increasingly nartrow and steep. Arms
in the doqrwayé offer them fractured skulls and tanned -

monkey foetuses on key-chains. A sign say BIOPSIES While

-You Wait: 20 colons. Rats dance in the gutters, not a

wallflower among them. Jack and Jill feel that,Quring this

b

walk they are becoming middle-aged.. I can hear yﬁuuthinking

how ordinary. Eat ancther aptacid tablet and keep'goingm“

We're into the club-house turn. ] ‘

They enter a room .lined with steel lockers and lpw
. @ ¢
benches.” Sportswriters stand in groups and wave with un-

.
ie

"animity. . The three greatest sins a playmaker can make.

.

Thé greatest outfielder'ihhthe history of the‘famer The

éreatest park to plai in. How best to hone the psycha-

!

.physical mechanisms of-:exteriorization. Typewriters are

\‘ “

~

W’
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clacking busily in the next room and reporters shout at

their edltors ‘Q New York. ..

[

A gentleman in a. gray unlform is consultlng his . .
appearaﬁbe in a full-length glass tacked to the club-house

wall. ' He beckons the three to follow him-and then steps =’

out the door. Through,ajshort tunnel~and,;hey find . . ()

q

themselves oh a gl;sténing green diamond of astroturf.

"You're not the Sultan of Swat," Jack says. "You're

Stan Musial." p . S - a

2

Jill says, “Horiki goyo bon mishi sukiyaé“.by which ‘&f

7 N
she meanaawho the fuck is Stan ‘Musial?",

"No Other," says Stan Mu51al. "In my day, profe551onal
. o o ¢
athletes did not geterich. They got a restaurant, if .

they were lucky, or a tavern, to keep pushing the product

. for Anheuser-Busch. I shoulda run for mayor, or president

maybe."

-

"Those are good jeobs," Jack says. ‘-
"If I thought you two were party to the international
communist conspiracy I'd bludgeon you right here at home-

plate with this lead-éored louieville." ‘The- crowd is

¢ ~

hushed and waiting for v1olence. . ) S

- Eutlx.plpgs up. "What Stan means is that he hopes

you are.going to be‘reasonable with regards to price on

LY
P
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" another sandwich before the\ dance-craze hits your town.

»
»-

. ) ’
Q N . . N ¢
. B} hd .

'~ these goods, perhaps accepti'n'g. part of your payment in

convertible .preferred shares or long-term options?” : v

"Allow me to treat you'all to a Sno-Cone," Stan says. )

- o N ” s <

v < "Réd dye No. 2," Jack says.
"No me€ gusta," Jill says, "pero dame una “cer'veza,‘.
\pendejo'. " and Eutix eyes her with new respect.
| "Y borracho no (comé dulce," he says. Méa;xwhile ’th‘e

crowd is murmuring an imp@ient for all othe thrills and

spills of professionalg’spo’rt, unaware that they have béer_x

programmed as the main’ event: a nation-wide dance~marathon

Sy,

at "which, powered by’ the 'H-s' nerve »gas, they shall bop
until they drop. Even.if you don't believe a word of it,

you're still caught in the crossfi,re. You'd better have .

Everywhere, around the world, plastic phonogrf.ph records
are falling from automatlc splndles ta the rubber-matted

turntables below and levers are moving and lettlng *the

styluses fall and- bounce 'and settl%e first grooves
. | ,
of a. wide assortment of long, inward spirals. Jack and Jill \

have seats booked on the. éoncorde, which is the greatest \

Iy L \

ipitation of a turkey.ever, according tq, the papers.
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They fly to Tokyo with the money. That night in

their hotel-room éhey try to turn out the lights but, you

\‘ guessé@ it,. the switch is’not working. They copulate.

),

Jaék siideé his penis slowly in andAoﬁt of Jill's vagina

3

and Jill moves her pelvis in such a way as to amplify that. .

oscillation. From outside ‘comes a cénnohading round of

‘applause. nLhey look out‘the window to see, acrqéé the
Wideqexpanse‘of the traffic-circus, a twelve-story-ﬁigﬂ
'viQ¢o screeﬂ which displays the iﬁége of a hotel-room with
a bed and twn‘nake& people, bac¢ks ta the camera,‘lobkipg

; oyt. the windows Thousands of citizens stand wiﬁhlheadg»
tilted up réspectfﬁily and their,handé clapping together,
and Jack and. Jill are struck Sy how much mére‘polite they

o .
are than people who eat only candy and cheezieg and little

packagéd sweetie-buns and, truth to tell, than you and I.:

N
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"You lost ydur"kegs on the way in from the parking

.
v

~fiot? What do you expect me to do' about -it? There's

L
-

been a four-and—a-half minute gravel storm since then. L

Go poke your flngers 1nto the thousands of holes in the

o .

snow. There s bound to be a set of keys ln one of them.

The tourgalde wears an electroplastlc collar deSLgned-
4
to keep him informative and pollte but, 1;kehthe rest of

.this aging complex, the degenerate program is deplorably

¢

“"Yulnerable to. both systemlc and external lnterference. The

P + } !

touring reqruits find his behaviour highly‘erratic: his

‘speech collapses to reveal the material of thejﬁkrmware

‘instructions and expands to admit trajectlles from his

'

realtlmg?thought process. :
- "The fifteen story parabolic receiving dish rotates

upon a circular .rail. In azimuth. Feeds through a sluite

@
-
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to the palm of your hand. Protected features. This |

is all ‘artificial light. There is a flock of mergansers

at rest on the pond. Note the flawless architecture of

the controi building. Geoéynchronous orbit makes your
heads beg for new faces, as though time were detaching
one's wits like retinae. We worry about. freshwater

delivery. The satellite itself "employs a demand assign-

ment system which enables us to serve thé customer right‘
with a folded five in ﬁge snotbox. ' Talk about the
hundred ehousand voice circuit capacity and gesture.
apprepriately to accentuate the enormity." )

"Our job is to keep the message clean. - This means
the eliminaﬁioh of’nOIse:’;;enegades of whom we do not
speak. You will have an opportunity to examine the
fortified huts of thesé neoprimitive ¢rewmembers at close
range.

The Boss says the mother ship will enter a period of

blissful calm once the message is utterly clear.

Point out *

The Boss: thd;\s him over there with the black leather

rYloves and deer rlfle. He is checking the pressure gauges.

\

He watches;the way the team routes the traffic. None of

us outllves three foul—ups. one, ycu re epltheted} two,

you're epilated; three, you're epitaphed. Which‘explaiﬁs,

'

And -their totemic rusﬁ-heaps set on mounds of clay.

.

.
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as you were no doubt‘wonderiné, why there is NERD written

32

on my forehead, and why YOu will Bee - a couple people around

here who are totally hairless. Yes, there's BONEHEAD

for a face which is intensely concentrated. And there's

»
rl

" REJECT just coming in the door back there. She is starting

another four-hour shift. -These two are the mdst-experienced,

hardest-working and all-round best of our team. There is

‘down below testing the redundant power c}rcuité; check that

i}

nothing like life~or-death competition' to upgrade efficiency.

Is what we have found. Move them about the.su;veillance

-

hen;re in close array.. Our retrolental position provides

an unparalleled vista."

"Demonstrate the filtered vision necessary to

S L . ’
Premium rating. Look into these barrels; these are the

heads which we have retrieved fhrough unauthorized proceduresi

It's a goddam water-arse kind of_thing to admit but there

are tlmes when sentlm/nt 1s as powerful as the carnivoreal

o i ¢

1mperat1ve. ‘ 2

. "Sector five. There is no denying that to keep the
messagé clear we must have meat. Even if it means risking
death at.the .-hands. of those no—good, shit-eating renegade

t

whoremongers. Meat is a necess1ty 1f the message is to

¢

_perceive the checkered plane* which underlies 'these mountains.

»



s e BB

be kept clean: Latef in the tour yéu will have firsthand
expgfience of this. Now show them the uninterrupted
power system Ang iés generatin& anit. But, as The Bos§:
is quick to point out, this is balanced by the clarity
and,cﬁsanliﬁess of the message." |

-"Now watch carefully. If we like, we can employ

_ the satellite camera in the search. ‘' Plugging in the

coordinates of the target structure takes us from the idle
imaée of the North American continent and Arctic ;réhipelago
through a hair:raising zooﬁ;in, to arri;e at the goal

image: in extreme closéup, a hand, gloveless and red with
cold, beginning to exhibit the chﬁracterist}c white spots'

of advancing frostbite, pushing its sti%f and raw fingers

into a ho}e in the snowc_ggarching'rather feebly, burdened
with a sense of futiliéy[ coming up empty, drawiné a’

blank, sucking wind,‘out in left fieid. ,This is an image ;
which appeals directly to the émpéthetic centre of the

installation.™ S L :

~ "Explain the layout. Inside a five hundred metre
- , ‘ L

perimeter, the land argund the complex has been-inlaid with

<

durolite tiles, each one-half metre square, to form a red ,
and white .gaming-board pattern with a slight upturn at the

edge. Beyond the circle of squares, lumpy green-black

4
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garbage bags,ébrm/ an uneven terrain, cresting as much
as ten metres over ground-level, providing the sta'tion
with an absorbant, insulating ring which covers three
kilometres in all directions. This refusive semiconductor
layer is increased daily. Nothing is wasted. Our offal
is the margin .of our safetf. "

"Recoveredhrbéads are kept\in a mixture of the sour -.
juice of local befir’figg and liver oil from the fish in (that

3 '

pond',’ four to a barrel, hnot too crowded, and a slight

‘touch .makes them roll like Hallowe'en apples in a tub.
-According to The Boss, we will refrain from eating the

qlip—winge_d mergansers. A duckless pond would-)‘-‘isadden Las

Beyond the threshold. Sickening bastards know the result |
of rewiring."

"Sadness will invariably boost- one's susceptibility
to the. Whispers. Cock the I;ead"as if searching ;‘Eoi' a
particular band of sound then glare meaningfully at the
listeners. Because this base is a po.int of convergence for
all possible communication, the messages "ghost" on u's,
like the extras who stand aside from each person, place or
thing on your poorly-t;ungd television. The firs;: time one

of these icy meanings touches your forebrain you will

instantly Yose control of your bowel. You'll fall on your

»

34
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face for sixty seconds of rigid égony. You"ll be left a
a

- slackjawed, stinking mess: Don't be embarrassed after-.

wards. Everyone is struck in the_ same way. Socme of our
investigators propose a link between Whisper activity and
the aurora borealis but the Whispers continually intersect
and disrupt their research. "

///_'gubsequent encounters have a sharper focus. You're‘
walking down tl}e hall of tl}e rqgreationé centre after a

shift when a Whisper opens before you like the mouth of a

missjile-gilo. It fires its hideous proposition into your

cranial skyway, sending conventional bipolarities stampeding

-

over the nearest cliff. The Whispers occupy the territory

behind and between true and false. THey operate outside

" binary logic and therefore never fail to.convince you.
. @

e
,

Reading from a loop of dynamic erring subtraction they

home-in on your soft spot. Four times I have lost the fact

of my right hand to the deep-space chill of the third value.

Four times our biologicians have re-derived and re—proved

- it to me to the point where I can use it to grasp and

: manipuleite controls but it is never completely i:ecove;ed.

Each loss—and-return cycle int ies a bluish tinge which

the hand has carried since the‘nitial contact."

"If t;e pull back on the zoom—lens to an overall shot

S
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’of the compound and activate thg Rounge-Blac sensor board,
in approximately tﬁenty nanoseconds we will receive a
readout specifying the square which is broken by a foreign
graphic-body. - Thirty nanoseconds later a schematic of thﬁﬁ
équare will appear with the outline of the intruder
flashing for éasy cogﬂition. Now that you have found your
keys you may rejoin the tour." |

"Elapsed time. check. I wish one of the others had
drawn this job. Whether the Whispers are somehow iséued
or directed by the renegades is something we don't like

to think about. Wave the hand in a figure of despond.

[

For now, you are all free to wander about and look at any-

thing you like. EKindly do not bother those gg eﬁty.

#

Write down your questions for the final inst tion period.
We will assemble in one hour to venture.beyondpthe perimeter

and gather the carnage which is our due.”

s

Under a moonless night-sky the tourguide led his band
of foragefs in file across the—tiled field. Each hgd been
outfitted with a collar and a gun, and fluorescenéAQlastié
netting slung from the shouldérs_apd down the back. ' 4

. 3

At the border of the regions of bagged garbage, the

7.
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guide said they would proceéd on all fours for the pexﬁ
three kilometresw\\ge also Eold them to trust oﬁly'ﬁﬁﬁir
-sense of sight, which was to bé trained upoﬂ‘the orange
glow fromfthe,backs of thegr fellows. :The other senses
woulé be subject to the iilusions inherent in this
ipterstitiél area. Wiih that, he clambered up a plastic
hillside and the‘tourists fdlloweé suit.

They strugéled over the amorphous £erraiﬁ. soon
theii low grunts were amplified iﬁto the moans of love-
making, and lusty ;aughter hoomed through the polye;hylene‘
hollows. - The guide shouted at them to hurry. Twélvé—

tone chorales, six part canons welled up around them and

vied for ascendéncy.wifh the honking of buses and ;éxicabé.
They smelled the bakeries and the café&s and felt the

breezes blowing from the river, along the tree-lined-

 boulevard. The clinging plastiq‘becaMe downy and pleasing

‘to the touch. Songbirds whistleq and flowery scents.
wafted from holes in bags as they were knelt dponﬂ But
the steely-eyeé company pressed on. «

At last, they came to the far edge of the ring of -
insulation. Smoked salmon and creamed asparagus fell awé};
Before them, under a fréshly'risen moon, stood the wooden

stockade of the neopriﬁitives. It was made of sharp poles

~

xh
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threekmetres'long set in the grouna side by side. A few
of tﬁese bore indeterminate shapes at thei} points. As.
the recruits drew near the rampafts, they saw the severed
he;gs of those of their predecessors who had been
‘captured?‘ Some weré‘shavéd and all had tattooed epithets
on the 'foreh.eads:QLAbliEBRAIN, BLOCKHEAD, DOZY, DOZIER,: /
WRITE-OFF, BO20, KLUTZ, DIMWIT, JERK, DUNCE, VOIIS, BLANKh
The expression on each féce was one of surprise. As

- technocods, theif fate should have: been to die at their
boards ring procedugal dysfunction, shot once in the
back of the head by The Boss and séood to rest in one of
lthe'plexiglaés capsulés ﬁnder the durolite plateslin the

yard. To be hanged for cattle-rustling was an eventuality

uncovered in the manuals.

? ‘ ' ' R
. . ) A N .
"Split into two groups," the tourguide recited. "One.-
go into the party and shoot the place up. The other to the
stockpens to gather the meat.”-

The first group crept around the base of the house,

" well below the yellow squares of the windows. Inside, the

- [ . ' ‘
,’a;énegades were laughing and eating mushrooms at a 1long

table. They were intermittently singing: one sang a verse



.

and all joined in the chorus.

If metopic lizards visit
, For the proxy goat at stake
. If developed gills can relish
Then decoding code will take

T —

@

chorus: Pea and not pea
] Pea and not pea

Cue and not cue
Cue and not cue

Are and not are
Are and not are

-

Shrugglng off the chills which assaulted their splnal !

columns, Group One kicked in the~door of the longhouse.

'

~w1th.guns blazing. ‘ - ) .

Meanwhé#e, Group Two slit the throats of a couple
of cattle-guards and climbed the'fence to.make their .
selection. "They don't even eéeat these hings,"'said the
guide. "They,just’uée,their shit Qg/;;:w the fungus."
| They chose two cows and put bullets‘in their brains.
One of the tourists ran from the woodshed carrying a

s ‘ ~

chainsaw, and they cut the still-quivering cattle into five-

kilogram cubes. They stuffed the dfipping blocks of £flesh

. . .
s . . /
, .
.
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and bone into- the orange string-bags on each other's

backs. The t'ou:'cguide shinnied up and took -a héad from the

o

stockade wall. He rubbed his cheek along tl';F hispid
surface of the skyll. .

v

“ ' - -
"Phis was VOID,"” he said. "She was dear to me." He

[

pushed the head on top of the warm meat in his net and
. k]

loéked about.” The two groups had converged at the gate

and he led them at a dead run back to the zone of trash.

. , » . ]

F

@Pre-éawn L}ight figods the red ;.nd white pheckered'j
yard. Thé meat-lugging tourists have broken rank and lope
across.;:he'thin snow in scattered formati.on, exhilarate_dl
‘by their 'bgrden. Some chuckle or click their tongues :

as they have. heard the renegades d{a. .SrJuddenly passing
through a substantial 1nterf§ce they beégin to run poorl_g,
arms flailing and feet sliding, and finally they stop as

one. Their faces are agh'é's;‘,t'.‘, Noses begin bleeding. Eyes

' explode in the sockets. 'Tongue"s are 'torn, from throats and

o

o fly acrogs the yard to sl'ap’aga_inst the windows of the

0
o

L3

~ ' ’ [ A

.40
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' control-room. Bodies spin on the lateral axis and a wash

[ 4

" v

. v -

@

of blood'is fluﬁgffrom them high overhead.

-incredulous screams fill the yard and are repeated from '

tﬁe builaings of the instailation. The sno& is

crimson qnd'Blue, and(grez;where the brains havé—fallen.

Al
] . 1
. ‘ .
-

- » "

4 . ]

Their

v

now

"The complex is empty. . All cerebrants have been

e

divided by zero. Tha blockhouse holds: its bowl to the

sky and beside it is a bluegreen rectangle'devoid‘df

bobbing waterfowis. This is .a sét of three_allbjed keys."

- , ' -
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* Wheq John Golecki told me this story he was thirty-one -

years old@‘ We- were sittihg in a café, facing the number
i ) .

fourteen Bighway in Langenburg., Our table was at the

windows, where we could see the grills of the vehicles

angled in to the cement sidewalk. Beyond was the drocery

store where we worked. While waitin9~for the narration

to begin, I took stock of the othdr living things in the

-

room:
‘l,Z:h—igia green vinyl éhd*bafdwood‘booth midway
'do;n, Nitk Sawchuk, 64, and‘Sophie Sawchuk,
62, farmérs east of town about 5 milgs-
'3: seated at the counter reading a maga;ine,
smoking, Alice Reihl,'24, waitress
4: %n a réa ciay potron a\shelf above the
. cash, a big, leafy geranium, red—ﬁai;ed
| stalks and no blooms ‘ A ©s

o, 3s flies F\ ’ _ ;. -

|
. . W~
]



- ~and the doom made
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Then Iilooked back outside. o
N .
It was a blinding summer afternoon and a hot ‘wind sifted
dust along the roadside. John Golecki sat on a céunter—
stool, twistiﬁg'it slightly by moving his ankles, and
drank a'chocolfte milkshake from the‘metal container.
In the August heat his black suit, white shirt and‘tie

looked like insanity. The aging waitress pulled a sly’

dance~-step then stopped abruptly;’ She laughéd and said

" to him:

i

"You've got no lines, no gab, no comeback. . Are you

sure you're a salesman?"

»

-,

And of course, that was the point, exactly. He had not

made a sale in six weeks. With every failure, his guté

tighténeq,ub a little more, his hand atfained a new
degree of tremble, the timbre of his voice became a toucﬂ“ﬁk”'
more wretched. Only the company car was safe. He drove

down prairie roads with the air-conditioner set on

. #
MAXCOOL andythe radio on CKKR "Super Country" broadcast

out of Rosetown. Wheh he ‘arrived at his next prospeqt,

v

. . .
shut down the engine and stepped out of the car, the heat

his ears ring.

o <.

N\



. use the pay-phone,

John. Golecki was motoring along highway 13 about .three-
He stopped at a gas—-station to

. miles west of Aneroid.

_"Hi, Veronica, it's ;évf
"Hi. How are you-doing, John?"
"Aw, the shits. You know. _I'm/falling apart out'

1
N *  here."

~ ! _4 " s
"Well, why don't you chuck that crummy job and

find sbmethiﬁg arcund here? I know I've said it

¢

before, but..."
‘"I don't want to quit until I can decide what to

do next. How are'yoﬁ and the kids?"
"We're fine. I love you, John."

"I lové you,‘Veronica.. And give my love to Joe
an@ Cindy." . . e

"I will,"

"Bye.h , Y
\ "Bye." -

!
+

It was a hot< windy afternoon. The‘héuse‘wéS’a trapezoidal
affaiif,like in a picture from the coast. It_sfood on
fiat land at the brink bf«f coulee. This was deep and
suddéﬁi with no water this time of year} about a mile. from

’ A ' g

!
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edge to edge and the plains continued on the other side

as they do.

f -~

John Golecki stood at the'door, rehearsing his pitcﬁ.‘v
"A vefy good day to you, sir or madam..‘My'name”j
is John Golecki apd I.am your NUVQTECH repre-
sentative?. If you haVé a couple of momgnts to
spare; I would like éo tell you about all the
ways in which this fantasiic, space-age home-
device can save you time and money, as well as
providing hours of relaxing and stimulating
. ieisure—time entertainment..."

No one came to the door to interrupt him and he faded

-out of his' own accord. He rang the bell again. Then,

ﬁearing low conversation at the side of the house, he

Ftep;ed from the porch and‘moved carefully along the-

shrubbery which underlined a large Qindowm Locusts in
ﬁhe yellow grass produced clicks and flutters over the
electro-hum of the telecommunication liﬁesﬂzn the otﬁef

r

side of the road.
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* John Golepkﬁﬂhag the following thoughts while:passing

that picture-window:

1
1, While I am out here on the road selling \‘

nothing, Veronica, and Joe and Cindy are

! &
perhaps being burned alive by a hireling
~of our mortgaée—crazed, insurance-hungry
landlord.

-
1.1 wWhile I am out here on' the road selling

) nofhing} the only good reasons for\my Co o
biologicél existence are reduced to S i/,///
o - ¢ . 4
ashen dust by the same forces which N

keep me out here on the road. R ' o
2. T should quif this job.
2.1 Yet, in these difficult economic times;
. I‘miéht never f£ind another.
3. If‘I <can't find a job, then my family
will suffer all the indignities, trials - '
and dangers of dire'povérty. ’ ‘
4, If T don't sell something, I wiil iose
this job. \ - . ]
5. If I lose this job, then go to 3. aﬁove."' A
é. If I do nbt lose this job, then go to 1.

above, ' :

e ¢
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He tu:nedfthe éorner of the house and saw gzatained-
wood sundeck. There were three deck-chairs: oﬂewredf
one blue, one green, arfanged in a,semi;biréle around
a low table. Hg picked up the field-glasses from the
table and looked out across the depression.' A grain
elevator had a name on the side which said: MILESTONE.
He was stérting_tq ge£ it.‘ﬁ '

John Golecki sat on the green deck chair and it.

collapsed. -

A heavy, glass door slid along firm bearings. :A
familiar middle-aged y&man sqia, "Out here everyodé{
‘IHere's a new membgr.":’she was on the televisionf her
naine was Sally Ladouceur.

Yo

"Mempef of What?" he'askeé.

—
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"0f our group of friends, of course,h she said loudly,

"There are no strangers, only néﬁffriendsm‘Make“hay
while the'suﬁ sﬁines. Can' I geﬁ you a’drink? How
aboﬁt rye?" | N

Someone handed him a.glass of whisky, and then a ser;es

. ’ | :
of introductions were made. -

| "What game,wili you play, Johp? There's backgammon,

N

AR P b ke JLLEAT fuiv o 2l e
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checkeré, chess, parchesi, dominoes, yahtze and T “"‘\
a host of others." Gordon MéPhergon said. They
had entered the large living area of the house. Here

was a grid of card‘tables and chairs; ai; the people he 1

had met and more were playing board games and thinking

of nothing else. The tumbling of dice and sharp?’litt]le~

" grunts of hoping. o -

John»Golecki said:

"I have not come to glézcgéées but rather. to sell
them. Your playiqg pleasure will be increased
immeasurably by the possession of a HShe-v%deo
Console from NUVOTECﬁi This sophisticated,
electronic system has béen?designed for years
of trouble-free service. Each console provides
complete'control for two players. The range of
software packages is stagééring, anqggli combine
livid graphics with high-paced action. Of caursg ‘ ,

" I am able to carry only a limited selection with

, me. But see here: we have FREEWAY DEMON and we

have LASER SHOOT-QUT. We have AL;EN\TRIﬁMPH and

we bave SMOKE-FILLED ROOM. " We have SCHfZOID REVULSION.

We have 'COSMIC CREATOR. We have MIDNIGHT .PHONECALL.



(=)

.
[T s -~

or aberm e

50

Ll

-

We have WARD OF THE STATE. We have URBAN TERROR.

!

" We have AZTEC SACRIFICE."

4
Vg

’

"I']1 take two dozen consoles and three of every
cassette the company offers. Whgn‘cén I expect
deiiveryf" said)GordoanbPherson. |

"W-." sai&.John Golecki.

- ‘ o o (
* At this point ig the storf,‘Alice‘ﬁéihl walked up to the
front of ihe café,ﬁcigarette in one hand and the magazine
folded open. in iPe other.

"y couldn't help overhearing.  I've been reading a
piece here which is relevanﬁ,'I think. May I?"

"Pleaée."

She assumed the stance of a neo-c¢lassical orator, one
foof slightly ahead of the other and at a 37 degreé ahgle
to it, her free arm held up and in close to her abdomen,

palm up and fingers curled.

. . ' /
ntthe life of an indiwvidual, or of. an organization,

L consists of dfsteady stream of decisions. These vary
in frequency and magnitude from the semi-conscious
decision to blink one's eyelids to major life decisions

on the order of "to be or .not to‘be" (III.i.64)
i . ' ' . » ’ . ' ’
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It may be argued however ‘that the so-called
\ \ major decisions are in actuality of far lesser

| L import\tgan decisions“which are made with greater
frequency.

E

"'For example, such seemingly minor matters as the <
way in which I, Qriting at lhis moment, choose the
next character, Ené next word, the next phrase
will ultimately have more of a bearing upon the
"finished product than the apparently major
decision of undertaking to write this article.

\,‘.

Tiny choices are the very wharf and whoop of life."
R
"Do you want more coffee?"

—
» PRy

*;'thn Golecki:sat at the kitchen table and filled out the
oféer'in his book. Sally and Gordon watched hid closely.
He was hav1ng trouble adding the flgures.
"Gordon and I hope you'll decide to stay and play
with us now, John. 1Surely you can phone that
order in to the company." Sally sald past her smlle.
"Tﬁat's rlght, John. As a matter of fact, we have

a proposition for you. We're looklng for someone

’

[
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" his order book across the table.

to torch this place while we are all in Phoenix
this winter. 'If you accept the job you ;ould
56in us there later.” Gordon‘poured him another
glass of whisky.

Sally leaned into him:

' "In times like these; Jéhn, a person needs ftiends.
.it's the collective spirit which must prevail’,
We're your friends, John. We like you. We want

-

to help you. Every one of us.”

John Golecki stood and executed a decision, He pushed
"The address and phone number of the company are
there. These are the keys to the leased vehicle."
"What are you doing, John?" Sally asked. -
- "I'm walking across that couleeéand'boarding the
i

‘next bus. I'm living with my ¥ife and children

v

and I'm working nearby." He called into the other

room on his way out: "Have fun, gang."

Nick and Sophie have paid'their bill. Tﬁey sfop to talk.

"Have you fellas heard about old Athethrummett?"

- Sophie chuckled.'”Segms he's pitched hds laét found of

s e - -
ATee
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horseshoes.”
"Nope."
Nick continued: s

"Yuh. Seems Athel came home las

~out an he fkll into the hog-pe

We..all

(

got to rootin around and in th

Sairdy night-

stewed to the gills and started| tossing the

‘shoes. Wellsir, he must've been

that he threw one straight up an

and hit him on the head, gnock

weren't -nothin left but zipper

Hnyarh, hanh."

°

laughed én& flies buzzed.

q

sﬁ pie-eyéd
it| come down
hi cléan

The hogs -

morning there’ -
\ [

and buttons.

2
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" Canada. I'm wiping Thoqéand Islands dressing from my

‘moﬁth and deposit%gg}a quarter and a dime uhder the 1lip

8
[

' o

-

. The waiter slopped coffee on thé'counter<as'he set
a mugful to the right of the cutlery,
“You.think7the symbiotic relationship: man/machine

is rgyersible."‘blapp@ng»at the octuple perculator with
his damp, white tea-towel. «"Ain't no time forlghe nice-

¢ ! -

ties of reciprocal dissolution of -contradtual partnership
. L0 &

-

out -there.in the frozen voids of hyper-space,™

I finish my §oubié—Hp§Kyboy Combo in about é

quarter &f an hour, during which®time' no other has come

to\sit in the row of magenta®and tangerine vinirl high- g

,baéked stools. On the placémat is printed aﬂﬁhart lo-

cating all Husky-Hiwhy House restaurants in Western

-

» 4

C |

‘of the plate.’ . | - q\\‘ L
> . i ' . “ o
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. The waiter ﬁulled~? pad from the pocket of his

- red '‘jacket and scribbled out the charges.

"The major damage is that which was inflicted

upon your centrai nervous system that you are so

- singularly ill-suited for survival in this biosphere."

'S plcklng at the head of a large bOll under hlS damp,
wh;te shlrt. "Perhaps your zygote Vas produced too .
near a radlum-faced alarmdlock " 3

I stand at. the cash ?Eg%wter for about a quarter

.of an hour, during. whlch time no ather has come to take

my purple and brown bills. On a metal plate is engraved’ -

- 7

the’name.ﬁurroughs Business Machines Ltd. and an address
in the States. I'm opining that nine bucke is a bit
extreme for .a double cheesepuck, chips and a dinky

howl of shredded lettuce and asking for change, for

A

the c1garette machlne.
—_— .
The cashier scooped the coins from the drawer and
_«spilled them onto the change tray. |
"Confronted w1th the false dialectic of a basic,
.altruism belng fru/trated by cynlcal post-structurlng -
of events, your homeostatrc drlves,have sonehow found.
‘slow\ohemicel poisoning té be a desirable alternative." .

N
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scratching at the part in her damp, white halr "A re-
framing of your entlre metaphysmc is the primary neceSSLty
at thlS point, wouldn't you say?" '

I defecate into the toilet for about a quarter
of an hour, during which t1me no other has come to sqguat
in the row of violet and orange stalls. On a backllt
Plexiglass panel in the cigarette'dispensar is a shot

A

i hY
of Niagara Falls at night. I'm sliding a dozén guarters

.and a pair of dimes into the.glot under the Queen of the

Mists\and taking delivery of thé~; uare green box of

smokes and the red bodk of matches. ,
N R ‘ BN

-
S P

Tﬁe"Busboy.flipped a chunk of left-over bacon

ihto his houth and tossed the plate’into'a grey plastic-

. tub. _ .

"As your anti-control simplex. foregrounds itseif,

" you become aware that the angels won't také you." easing

a hooked flnger'lnto hls damp, white nostrll. "The
upsurge of fascism has you shitting ligquid."”

I lean at the w1ndow of the parking lot booth
for about a quarter of an hour, durlng which time no
other has come to,takehcharge of my beetroot and ocre
stub. ‘Oﬁ the.g;ass.ih front of my albow is taped an‘;

-




autographed photo of Gordle Howe in his Red Wlngs uni-
form. I'm fbldlng up a sawbuck and stufflng it into a

crack under the glass along w1th the ‘ticket.

The parkind lot"attendant rubbed coconut oil
on his legs as he lay on the hood of a car at the rear
of the lot. — R

"Yours is the schizo-inhabitation of the codeless
ifringes toward which the industrial society tends, but .
cannot allow itself to reach."” indicating my person with
a wave of his damp, white foot. "If you.persist in this
refusal to enter and enjoy the patr1c1d;a—matr;phlllc

A
channels of con%, you will force us to put you‘(“m a.r

<
&

bok;“modular packaging for detachment, containment, and

/'ultlmately, consumptlon and re-encoding.' 7 o )
i I idle in the parklng-lot for about a quarter of v

an hour, durlng which time no.other hds come to show an
| “interest in my maroon and apricot fifty-seven Chevy‘Nomad.

On tne dashboard‘hangs a cardboard cut in the shape of a

stylized coniferous tree affid the worde-AIR‘FRESHENER have

.been imbrinted on it in block'letters. I'm turniné on

the radlo-recelver ‘and tapplng my finger on the steerlng—

wheel in tlme with the major electronls 1mpulses of the

2 .



e Gy Y | S 7PV @ g

i

metallic speaker-diaphragm.:

The t:affic—éop pulled a gun from his blue
leather holster and pushed the ehd of it against my
window-side cheekbone.

"You are the machine which is demonstrating an
operational defect." slugging my nose a number of timgs.
with his damp, white fist; "We awai£ with pleasurable

antiCipation your sudden social failure; at that time

_you shall be immediately and totally dismantled."

-I throw up on the sidgralk for about a quarter
of an hour, during which time no other has come to
examine the deoxygenated-blood and stomach-mucous mix-

ture. In’the concrete are set the vowels I U and beloW"

_to the right, a date. - I'm buyiné an Eskimo Pie from a

kid pedalling an ioe-cream tricycle down-Avenue A and

applying it to the nickel-sized bruise under'm§ left eye.

59
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INTROIT

A grénd jetlinef hité the tarmac with two screeching
bounces and taxies over a field of ‘asphalt to the sparkling
terminal.; gilitary personnel oﬁ the ground hurry pieces

of equipment into position for debérkation. Neﬁwork
camera crews make last-minute checks. The_crackiiné

public -address system directs the crowds to please stand'

baék.

. . 5 )
. \-—/ . '
On board the airplane, shortly before landing, the President

is struggling into his jump—suit The left arm was turned

partlally 1n51de—out when the suit was given to him, anﬁ

;he has put hls own left arm lnto this from the out51de,



so that while fr5ﬁ>tﬁ:ywaist down he is on the'in-sidé
of the suit, his upper body is aftempting'to remain on,
and indeed envelope i:t..self , in the qthér @e. The

presentation of thié prqblem in functional topology has

*

his aides leaping like circus dogs.

'Allow me, Mr. Presiddat,' they say. ‘'Allow me.’

A

The ground-crew are now unrolling the fine, red carpet.
Tight-lipped polyplaét construction makes it mégn' icently

stain-resistant. It runs one hundred meters from "the

o

‘base of the wgpeled steps, and at this far end is
positioned an.'hgnour-guard.of threé sharp-shooters

(one from each of the 'modes' of the modern-day armed

" forces: 1land, sea, air). 'Ehey'are standing at ease,

rifles at their sides; they try to remain expréssionless"
before the cameras.
LA “ ‘\ .
V - R
‘The President's suit has/been successfully ar§ue& into

position. He steps back from the clutch of advisors and

completeé the zipping-up on his own. His chest bears three

62
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concentric rings; the-following chart delimits this design.
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The centre is located directly in advance of that vital
museﬁlex pump wpich'keeps‘the sangﬁineus fluid circulating
.within,the President's body. _Everyone knows what is
going‘ to happen. The,PJ_:esident therefo.re‘addresses his

-

cabinet. : -
/
‘He wants more than anythlng to make them laugh The
‘electrlc nervousness of the situation is giving hxm the
sweats.
. - ) o X :
'Well, last one out's'a rotten egg, ha ha...Oh, come ‘on -
there, le Valium, don't look so anxious. There'll. be
promotions in this for everyone.' Food and drinks after,
" too. 'Mboto.L.Rgdnda...Yitzak: when the goin' gits tbugh,

the tough git goin'. And somebody remember to feed the

-goldfish, ha ha. And the simple things in life:

1
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- cornroasts, croquet games, suede shoes, cold beer, folding
chairs, debentures, toast and apple jelly, rambling lists,

porphyzry.

'Stiff upper 1lip there,y Nogiru. Kathiéen, make every day
count in a; new way.v But mo;t :i.mpqrtant of all, to thine
« Own selv"es be true, and lie liké,sidewalks to the rest.'
. : i
The President shakes hands with éach of the colunsellors
/ and then a 1ow; chromium cart rolls into the cabin on
- little tracks leading from the galley. Riding it are

- plenty of coffees in white foam cups, more than enough

coffees for everyone. ,

-

On the runway, the media director is barking into his

< - headset.’

Camera One: stick with the overview and don't get fanc—y
, .

on‘me. Camera Two: . stay in tight; I want nosehairs and

; - plague, got it? Camera Three: I hope you're through

, ‘ _ - .
E ‘feeling smug about. last night's game. T negd a good intgr-
{
{
|

active stuff from you now; give me nice two's and three's

-

64
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but go easy on the honey—shots} get the commanders giving

t

orders' on the ground and the Pres and his support staff -

" atop the stairs like give us a sense of the massive amounts

of planning which here and now enter the final executive

you‘know?...?hil?...Tell me about it. Talk about

will someone get me some aspirin and orange juice,

Audio, what's the story with you guys? How are

the tebl

/
_td bunch up a little more...overlap them like fish-scales

€ with the choir?...Well maybe you can get them

¢
!

or something...'

v, : . ‘
'I know'I am right. I know I am right. I know I .am right.

I know I am right.' the President. thinks.

@
<

* s

'Okay, everyone, we're going on the air in two minutes.

A

I don't have to tell you about the enormous historical

!

65

significance of . this production. Each of you knows his or her

job to the letter; that's why you were chosen to be here today.

The action is totally scripted and we're well rehearsed.

There should be no surprises or disruptions. Should anything

untoward occur, we will switch away from it as quickly as



. ! ~
possible. Let's ‘all keep on our toes and we'll bring

'»\this off just as - smooth as shit through a goose.'

1

%

'...this, the culmination of our space program..."'

'

*

. ¥ l ‘ .
«'Final spund-leVel and lighting check...eighty—ning

! ...eighty-eight.,.ﬂ

'Testing, testing, "The yelldw and gréen deplaning ' vehicle,"

Eesting...'

L . .
* Rl

- '...blurred across the Indi archipeélago, no violation...'

-

*

+

'Absolute network hook-up is‘complete. Every television on

the planet will display this broadcast and no other.' »/

*

<

'VanBoxmeer is in .the last segment of his introduction, sir.

Ve

We'll wait here a moment or two longer. They'll cue us from -

¢

- below when he's doné.{ . - LT

—
"~
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'Okay. Tell Grierson not to worry. .I'll be doing it all o
k] v N
just as I did in the last rehearsal.' -~ e ‘ e
3 : ¢
’ * ! R -
" ‘Q:Q R - . ¢
'...shortage of personal energy...' | '
L .
" - \'oe ’
'...hereditary serial read-out...' ‘
v ’ . S
~ * - “
. ! ‘
N N \ ! . l\ . .
’ \ \\«’\. . . \ N
'.¢.rentéd equipment..." .
' . x ( . N
! »
'.s.utter miscalculation.' T —t
» o * ’
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Error. S
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EXTROIT ,

. . . -
. \ ' .

“ -
"+ /red/orange/yellow/green/blue/indigo/violetythrough/rushing/

r » water/ sf:its/reach/ for/the/ skif/or/you/are/dead/where/you/ stand/
. \ . . C
" take/a/notion/to/run/give/us/an/excuse/for/end/product/
. meltdown/tumble/heels/ovet/head/ thats/v)hat/ they/say/and/ :

they/are/right/behind/me/all/the/while/which/is/eternal/
., A

-
1
»

. o ;
/red/orange/yellow/green/blue%fﬁdigo/violent/pas t/a}/dngn[
revolutionary/sphéres/to/quintillitfﬁ/coris tant//explo s}.ons/
of/heat/and/l1ght/a/maze/ls/me/a/maze/ls/you/a/maze/of/
group:.ngs/ and/re;ﬂhgnments/ fdr/ the/ only/ unfolding/of /knowledge/

. B} ’ we/ know/ as/ the/m;x_.c;:ot:.c /miotic/process/whereby/me/ argd /you/

make/the/new/ ) ' ) ) .
/red/ofange/yéllpw/green/blue/index/over/this/rolling/tempérgl/
horizon/momentafy/qeizureé/o f/rad:'fance/which/do/not/end/att.ack/
» sustain/decay/release/attack/and/that/is/the/t;horoughness/o £/
. mode/wl-w:\eby/ you/and/I/ prodl.j:e /others/ _
/red/ orange/yellow/green/bloeiﬁ.ng’/ force/with/convictions/to /
offer/no/res1stance/to/sudden/surge's/of/our/own/reactn.on/

R B
»
a;‘. -

/
¥
~ ‘ , ‘whlle/ accepting/the/stance/the/ strength/o f/weakness /maklng/
L
}

b
4
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“with/it/

¢

¢ .
the/pull/of/gravity/coincidg/with/our/wiéhes/we/zip/ﬁhrpugh/
the/rings/and/exécute/the/planped7flyby/with/out/effort/
and/relatively/untouched/by/tragedy/ekcept/as/it/tduchgs/
all/every/day/by/d;finition/ | . c \

o ‘ .
/red/orange/yellow/greed/and/need/and/not/so/urgean—7
rol1s/our/vessel/1n/the/stream/the/very/spl h/of/whigh
cuts/us/to/the/qulck/order/of/wheeled/detachment/retlnal
dlspl§y/module/forfe1ture/of/touch/re1nstatement/of/touch
molded/lnterstellar/gamlng/no/them/lnvolved/rather/we/
versus/IT/1n/that/we/play/aga1nst/and/wlth/the/game/
1tself/because/half/an/organ/ls/no/organ/at/all osts/are/ k8
skyrocketlng/bes1des/the/p01nt/of/alternag1ve/stra agems/
;s/to/c 'ose/éie/

4

v ) )
. ’ .
, - N

/red/orange/yes/or/no/and/@es/and/no/or/zgs/and/no{pr/yes/
or/no/and/talklng/through/thls/spare/rlgor/to/arr1ve/at/a/
hpb/of/lucldltyfiid/fru1t10n/and/We/are/danqlng/barefoot/
qn/é/sawto?t wéve/which/neVEr/breaké/inktﬂis/shoreless/ *

system/speed /into/#otund/anQ/jolly/indiffe;ence/with/

regard/to/end/s/only/tq/do,/to/do/and /not /to/have /done/

69
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‘ /rea/ordergd/set/of/:eferentiél/f:aﬁe/the/trap/of/comfort/
is/sprung/on/fhose/regibng/whose/density/is/above/a/certain/
critical/level/and/the/resulﬁihg/debolution/to/iron/a/pé!e/

<1m1tatlo£7bf/the/former/state/of/expans1on/but/out51de/

!

' we/as/happy/are/as/thgse/tumbl1ng/cubes/w1th/wh1ch)IT/

: doqs/not/play/according/;o/rulers/nor/rules/ )

* e
N ., -

/feplay/pieas/end/wise/instgnténeous/ferms/pf/;éferee/
dgcisiop/and/take/the/qnly/ratioﬁal/step/which/is/go/ -
‘ N move/;hrough/to/yoﬁ/and/dispense/wiﬁh/ou;/iﬁaggs/in/a/;
t ” way/which/is/pleaéing/%ﬁ&/eqjoyéble/ﬁ;/ﬁpré/mystery/nq/

Mo . m@re/regention/no/enervaﬁing/desire/for/certitude/but/

= e the/plus/and/minus/bf/the/infoloob/probe/rippling/ovefy L

v N mass/gnergy/spacé/and/whaﬁ/the/ghostly/fou;th(to[c16se/

'jthe/net/of/alternate/futﬁres/
/ . _— .
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, . DETROIT

S Constant but various sounds of the littoral. S

- [

Ramona calls from the bathroom: "Jerry, there are two ' A

. " multicolored sails ‘in.the bay. One cannot help .thinking
< A . ‘ .
that they have come for us...and the thought or at least the

thinking of it has eased the constipation someﬁhat. Nail

-, ... clippers. There are lots to be learned from this situation:

e

only yesterday scribbling large\figures in the red Cahier;*
now seem to have dlscarded upfto three major concepts of" the

e lade “ overall theory. '
. Jerome is flossing His'teefh-;n\the hall mirror. The cuffs
,of his white shirt are up—éﬁrned and.he’snuﬁfles convincingly

-as he works. ‘He'sdys: “They  are ancillary, tangential and

’tefminal, and not major.' Is a‘hithy apprehensive tale." He -
*
" looks at the bottle of yellow stlmulant on the sxde-board

-

next to a. green hairbrush. "Secdng shelf . on the rlght Are

b
/.{<

,bu able to see the people on board?"

L]

.“Not”yet." Ramona wipes.a'emall amount of shit from her anus ..
1 N - , . ‘ \ ' * ' T ‘ ,‘.\
with a wad of blue tissue-paper. .SHe looks at this, then




g

P .

X

t

- seconds.

L ] .
v P
- 4

,.doubles the 'wad and wipes again. ™"When are you going

to the hoépital?"

"Ten o'clock. For a couple Mours and then drivé out to

get the tickets."

On the .wall across from the mirror is a framed photograph

of Jerome in a navy dre$s-suit bearlng the 1n51gn1a of

“his rank and Ramona in a violet gown with her hair falling

]

oeyond her shoulders. Both look slightly remote and the

v

war had just ended. o o

’

Ramona sits on the chesterfieidﬂand activates the video-

system. She has rigged a timer ogﬁthe‘control console
oo . )

which is set to advance the channel selector every sixty

. . .
‘
. . .
. \/ ¢
. , P PN

. CHANNEL -2: - .~ L R

v

’
/

. Iyl .
' . . |
P

Reglstered Nurse Cheryl VanBoxmeer hurls her,

| thermometer at the wall, whereupon it shatters.

QuleSllver beads dart from under her white pumps'

‘

72
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as she runs tearfully from the ward. flying around
a cofﬁer in £he‘hall&ay, she careers thrdugh a crowd,

of patlents on gurneys and in wheeled chalrs,

A .Y rattling and splashlng their 1ntravenous bottles h
n and elbOW1ng.ambitious crutchers. (%.
.}\ N l . . ' ; . N
. . N 0
CHANNEL 3:

\
INQUIRER: Ramona Lucent

v . '

| ' INFOBANK: Marketflux :: Lineplot
\ o ' v . " :
'« -+ .. . - RESPONSE ON STANDBY: 08/06/84 08.15.30 to 17.15.30
| E.T.: 02.43.54

L _ RE: Clementine oranges - Jaffa - Montréal

. SIMPLEX LINEAR PROGRAM, INPUT WITH DECISION

" .. VARIABLES SUPPLIED BY YOU OUTPUTS NEGLIGIBLE -

~ REGION OF .FEASIBILITY. coéT/EéfEcm:“HiGH.\
ADVISE NEGATE DEAL IF POSSIBLE. ELSE INVESTIGATE

 CHANNELS .70 WHIGH DIVERSION OF BRUNT MAY BE

EFFECTED. SN

-
i
P SN
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(GHARGE: '2.73 CREDITS)

[y

CHANNEL 4:

v 2
s

"...tell you brothers and sisters that Jésus does
“not look back. Jesus doesn't care about what
time you got to?sleep'last nighr or how many
drinka you had. Jesus doesn't care if you banged
up your new car, destroylng that special candy-
.apple lacquer‘Job you were so proud of. Jesus ,
doesn't care if you stained your new dress. Jesus
doesn't care how popular you were at your hlghschool

. He doesn t care. about your last dental check—up,

or what color you've palnted your.house.

"No, Jesus does not héye concern for any'of'these

ciroumstances or misfortunes of the past. What

Jesus wants to know is what are you prepared to do

now, thls very mornlng, to turn your life around,

,\ . to £il1 yourself with peace and co?ent, to .
o drive gross materialism from your dcor, and to aid.
- in the continuation of the Lord's uork by helping
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us carry on' this divine ministry through 'your
contributions. This handsome, full-color booklet 4
entitled "WHy God Won't Fix Your Parking Tickets"

is yours free-ofi-charge with every contribution |

.

of ten credits or more. Herein you will find the
_answers to such questions as: | i '.
"Who made me?' S

!whgre‘d everyéne gq?; ‘_»' . oo ¢

" 'What "time is it?’

So punch-in your message and credit contribution
today, friends, in the name of Him who was, and is; . -

. and is to come. Amen."

CHANNEL 5

v

"The lesser gheb;.;is a flat-footed grazer of the
grasslands,of‘s;uth-céntr;i Africé..:lts sole

natural p&edatoriﬁas the red or yelloévbapdersnatch..;
of which species the last known individual was hadg:

into é‘ceréﬁonial'hat-and-glove set for Aristotle. . .

Onanist, the Gréed-shipping magnet.



"The disappearance of fhe bandersnatch has allowed
‘the gheb population .to increase expohentially.

Over-population means over-grazing,...and in recent

.years:naturalists have reported observing the

.-The players wear con1ca1 party-hats, unlformly .

animals eating their own bushy tails in order to
) ‘ ' i

survive, "

/ v

The players sit with their backs to the bandstand
"facing a bank of colored lights -covering the wall® -

oL . : -
at the other end (plywood drilled through every -

 four inches or so, and. cheap electrical sockets

 inserted in the holes: 500 colored light bulbs).

\

colored to match one of the sets of l;ghts. The

' prizes in the game are quantities of canned and

‘packaged grocery ltems -in those No-Brand whlte

i
.

containers with black letters naming the
contents: CREAM CORN, or FABRIC SOFTENER, or

POTATO CHIPS.

76
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Master of Ceremonies, deadpan and béred: - " , l
"Good-day, séphisto-humanoids one and all, héw,
today's game is about to commence. bépress your
button when you feel the éonfiéqration of your

chosén color best éoﬁpliments and/or structurally
 resonates witﬁ the tonal and harmonic movement of

the movement.i Our éomputerised electroencephalograph’

will instantaneously judge the quality of your

apersonai aesthetic vision. 1It's that simple. .= s e

it's that thﬁilliﬁg..fﬂ ' o - . |

. " CHANNEL 7: - . | B -

"No, Charlotte, you can't have the boat and yoﬁ can't

ﬁave Randolph. Db you know why? Because I'mlgoinénto
take them away from you. 'Yes, me: moﬁsy little
éapdra, whom you've beaten and outdone gvé:y Step
) af the %ay t?roﬁgh life. I've existed in yquf sﬁadow )
long‘ehougﬁ. I'm brgaﬁing out...It's my turn to

win, and I'm going ‘to take Vit with bath hands!"

L
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'"Sandra, Sandra, Sandra...I've never been in

‘competition with you. .Yon can éggg‘thelbeat;‘
;eu can have Randoiph. Our»friendéhié'meane
more to me than gﬁx neterial possessions. In
the past I always had the greatest concern for
your happinese and it's yqur:happiness I'm

tninking of at this very moment when I point out

_ that the boat is made for deep-sea cruising and

you get seasick staring into a gin-and-seven, and,

hunan being who 'can see no further than a womanfs
'~ fleshly exterior and you, my dear, have- the
figure ef a nockey'etickland the smile of a -
player, and what's‘mgre,~the reason T've ,
.. triumphed over you 'since we first hit finishing-
séhool is thaﬁlyou are a snivelliné} sneaky,

L ’odlous, Iago-llke creature and are completely

undeserv1ng of any humane treatment whatsoever.

'

VOICE-OVER: "From beneath the west. end of the

f}v&iso—submiieftnat_Randy‘is_the_s‘oEt_‘lfih@llL

78
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Grand Trunk Rallway brldge, the Unlver51ty Hospltal
set hlgh on the east bank of the rlver, offers the
vViewer a ﬁonument to the noble ideals of medical
science, in,gtark telief agaipst the exp;nsive
prairie sky. To the south-west, the incremental
atohes of the magnificont 25th Street’bridgo
dupliqate themsolveé in the sefene woterg of the
Dice.™"

The doctor, gowned in cotton, emerges in

‘ecstasy from the operating theatre, clutchlng in

latex-covered hands a bundle of dark blue orchids®
withlwhichAhis'st;ff has congtatulated him._ On
the riYerbank} flies eqt and lay eggs in the eye-
sockets and corporeal overtures of undiscovered
mutilation-victims. The surgeon strides through
the waxy‘corridors, joyous in the'know;edée.thatf
his personal record of service to humanity i% .

unparalleled in the municipality. The image

wavers and tw1sts ags misinformation comes down the

~ line. Now the phy5101an draws himself up, to

muster his spIayedJemotional appendagesy snorts
\ . & ' f .
and waddles to the news-stand to take a Star-Phoenix
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.. hewspaper and a Pie Face candy bar. 'Digital -
is up twelve and three-eighths, Dome is up nine
* \

and thfee—querters and tomorrow is my birthday,’

he thinks, to hiﬁself

CHANNEL 9:

- MUSICH} \&INTERLUDE

CHANNEL 10: : \ o

'"taking them in by the gangway is bendlng under
~the welght of these antedeluv1an barnstorm&{e
and our old dad thinks maybe he should have used
more pegs per foot and starts o worry about the
caulklngc so overburdened is he by the sheer .’
logistics of the plan, i.e. food and sleeping
;r , . arrangements; that he begins to suspecdt that the
. entire story is apocryphal and that his character
has been wrltten through 1unacy, or foolish

;e o

¢ dlverSLOn. Yet it is historical self-conscxgusnesé

[

>

8°
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"which keeps him on ‘the job. 'Eertainly he wants

‘his role secure. As for me, it's the breaks,

&
43t

éhat's ali. I.go with the flow. Whatever path
the prgw cgts; it's all going"to be the same or
similar until we ﬁit that Turkish mountain I
d¢?'t know'whét you call it«but I saw it in the
ch;rﬁs. Then everything's going tplge different,
that's for sure, because that's afterothe sigp,
the signal, the %£ymbol, the token, the covénantal.
index, the cdntraqtuai signifier, the icoq of the
\ agreement as to its own significance, what I mean
$’fis that it means gpat it has meaning among us,
that we agree that this chromatic désplay has a
meaﬁing and therein. lies the only mqnping i; has.
. But that's still in the to—comefi.setting do{n.

another load of gopherwood, I spit from the seat

81

of the forklift and hit an extra baboon, which flies

at me in'a rage, all shrieks and tooth and nail..."

CHANNEL 11:

"Withdrawal is no good; capitalism will expand



to occupy. ybur position. Revolt cannot.succeed;
.t ‘ X
hierarchiciﬁysociety feeds upon the energy of .

rebels. But, imagine if every-person on earth <

: ~ were to form a corporation, which would only be
*5: e . legal recognition of biological fact.. Every one
| of us become almultinational._ I would‘ e h'red°by\?
my company, to manage myself. ; You would never work: .

for me, nor I for you, 1nstead, our respectlve

: . companies would exchange goods and serv1ces in AN

accordance w1th simple contractual agreements. » ’

‘a barter system. We would all operate our c§mpan1es

a Mice above or at the break-even point,.so as

o ~

A3

to\ minimize or negate the payment of taxes, while

we personally live hlgh on oux'amnagerlal expense

FEA

accounts. The government would starve; the mllltary

. . * would wither. Hahaha, we‘would treat our 31ngleton
‘ employee to every benefit while ‘the larger 1nst1tutlons’
R | . could go eat shit with a stick.’ We wouldn't bother

to Qestroy them. All hierarchical arrangements

7. _ ; !
‘ * would simply become useless and ‘'collapse like..."
‘ ' . ‘ ‘ , ' ":l .
4 L i ) Y ’ .. ) ‘/: -~ ‘ ’ ’ \ s Y
- o o
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COM@TATOR : =, °
"Roy G. Biv allows more than one interview: he is

the guiding light and autéps;st of the post-
o\ : ' - o :
. . avant-garde, in his own view, but £e°unfailingly
: , -7 : -
allows that there may bé other (»1) inter-views:
) , i\ //' . ' B

Y

i

. ? ¢ ~
7 . N
" 'I write, compose; score serious polyphonies
which are a direct result of my personal musical
1 . AS

aesthetic. I want my music to heLB;me pick up

t

. girls. This is the profpund need which I attempt
to communicate musically to every audience. To
) \ d} ~ ‘ [
hell with antfaart, anti-anything. _Not rejection,.
»

but pan-affirmation, that's the ticket, you see?!

. . .

(sings) 'I bin werkin on the hwal-rad: awl

”.\)the gliBb-lunged, gB?' L ‘ .

»

“‘"Next the great compositor laughs with his mbﬁth

,oben until he drgols saliva onto the coffee-table.

. ) — ' \ AY 2
. O - \ ‘ _— IN , ' K
"Lét{ﬁe teﬁ& you” about the fish.'" B
. ‘ .
‘ . .‘,/ .
:‘- . 'y .
* o , ,
. N ’
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CHANNEL 13: , .
.‘ N ‘\
i ¢
\ o
WORLDWIDE BREAKDOWN i
WORLDWIDE BREAKDOWN
.WORLDWIDE BREAKDOWN - : o
v - ' ‘ - -
. . ’ ~ 3 { ' &
4 N |
[ -4 ‘.

CHANNEL 2: -

*

“A% 3 confrontation occurs in the hoépital parking .
? \ ‘ ¢

lot. ‘
.\\‘ : ' ( .

-The doctor: ."So{Jercme, you're not happy with the

-

job I did setting your arm, is théf
it2" N - N '
Jeromé; "?ou got it,4doc. Tell yéﬁ what:
| it's Been'threé'months since the
accident.  'You promised complete
healing within six weeks. If @y‘arm
is well-healed enough to break your

nose, then I'll be gﬁtisfied. If not

- a“' T\\ ‘. ) N ‘ A
e , 3 then I'll break-your hgse with the

N

other arm.":

e S .

st
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“No sooner’have the words left his lips than

gérome is slugged from behind and unceremoniously

tossed into the backseat of a wait{hg black sedan.

\
> }

L

FRAME: The Critik's head, which speaks:

A

%

A

‘cue - Motown vocal group:

i s

{singing) : "God gave Noah the ralnbow sign,

Won't be WATER, be FIRE next time.

'The Critik;=
) o

that nuimber was absolutely correct. 'FIRE NEXT

'; TI%E Perhaps the flre of a. spectacular nlnety-'

three mllllon m11e solar flare tonguing this blue/

green marbled

sphere to a dark and sooty space—

...and the main point I waht to make about video

‘ is that we have slowly abandoned the old ,apectrum.

"Yes, the unknown ginsot who penned the lyric for

|
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_ crumb) of ndthing. Or perhaps the more mundane

Iand 1 dr&'pyrotéchnics of the FAILSAFE'NUKEFORCE.
In any event,.io'araw.a botanical' figure, it is
the scorching suns of August which cause the plant’
to dry and wither at the same £iﬁe as it shoots
its seeds,infolthe winter. The apandoﬁmént of

the spectrum of solar-light as a representational/ "

-~ - 4

réproductive'pallette and the inurement of the

_young videonauts to the polymer-base colour .o

spectrum of postnuke spacetech is one of a

Wide band of psychocul;ural‘altefations pre-

feqﬁisite to the extrusion of petroplastic

beanpods loaded with_thg best goddam gene~
cér?iers.money can 5%&. ‘Namely, us humanoids.

"It's high time we shook the dust of this Sush-‘ ‘
league planet and headed for the brighf lights of “ .

galactic downtown. ' '

"And now, good-day, and thank yoﬁ for watching."

v

s r LT S ' !
. '
\
. ;

L ' °

/ ) t ’ ‘ ’l
The critik gmiles at someone qit of frame left,



fo ‘ ' o o
.

v

and the lipreader gets: "That should—éﬁtrage\

X4

R . - the fucking hayseeds."

L

. " CHANNEL 4:

"We interrupt -this program to bring you the
‘ ‘ ' followingg Good-day, I'm Brian VanBoxmeer.
: j,-_ ’ - Today, World Cbuncil gresident'Mahamet Brzinski
w1ll leave this mundane sphere to travel as an
ﬂeh;ssary for all humankind, Hls mission: to
arrange for delivery of a new gigg'éo repl&ce'
'the wbqﬁ and meapingléés band of Lhe visible
spébtrgm. Aﬁd noy we éo'td_Gerald Spiel, at

< ground level."

L - .>fﬂ? S : ﬁfhanks, Brian. Well, it's a beautlful day "here
at U Thant Alrport and the crowd here is in a -
o S ¢ . e festive mood. They've been well entertained by
an elephant corps and a qioup of juggliné.uni-

cyclists, but there is no doubt thagfapvaif'of‘

eager aﬁticipation has been building for the

){/ . ‘ R President's arrival. Thousands of eyes scan the

87



%'CHANNEL 5:

ta

[

W

Brian, there's a surge of excitement here, and I

think...yes, there it is, winging through ‘a

.

.clear éky, on a westerp approach and it should’

4 - ‘ .
touch down in about forty seconds, if our

i

information is.correct.”

»

"Okay, ‘Gerald, that should be just enough..."

1

|

“.;.time to see this interview with President

1

Brzinski recorded. earlier today aboard the

presidential plane by Xiang Duopeng and his

-' news-team." ‘
'Mr. President, what will you do upon your
arrival? Do you expect an immediate audience

or do you anticipate a certain amount of

.

procedural delay?'

. . ! . .
'Well, Duo, T imagine IT has been notified of,

v i

\
1

' 88

sky "for the presidential jet and..;wa;t;a minute - -




my journey and that tﬁings wili be pretty

expect to be cooling my heels in the ante=-

chamber. ' ) e g

'Are you a¥raid; sirz' K K

|«
'Not in the least, I am highly pleased and
humbled by the'extraordinary opportunity pre- °

fénted to me hére today and I want...'
' -
Y . "‘ -
‘ v
"We'll have to cut short that interview, I'm
‘afraid, as the worid-government'airlinerlis now -
taxied into position. The deplaning vehicle is
7 beiﬂg driven up to the side of the plane, “This is

1

' eséentialiy a motorized staircase that has thirty-
eight steps, excluding the top platfbrm.‘ The

'presideht will perform a controlled fall over this

~

incline, each foot toudhing every alternate step

bnce and only once, his left...”

J - /k\’/j | e

[ »

ship-shape out there. Let's just say I don't: //



o

é»

_CHANNEL 6 : | .

" ' - L .. .
"7..hand on the waigt-high ré%ling, the;right

- hand éaluting thé world‘vié the television cameras,

- ; L’ As he reaches ;he lip-of the long carpet; the
lines of sight og the threelgharp—shoo§ers will
'cqnverge at a ﬁoihﬁ just miiiimetres inside the
chairman's chest cavity. Departﬁre will be

« instantaneous.

t

[
.

K

Now gbmething in the extreme lower~right corner of the
. I
; )

. - )
screen catches Ramona's eye, It is Jerome, still in uni-

»

form, stepping cut frém the crowd .onto the pavement., .

.
in the <

“

A slow motion imagg‘of the President, arms
‘ai; agd‘céllophane smile ﬁasted to‘the faQS(
projects throughout the room, and supérimpésed
upon‘it are formations of jet-fighters which
search the desert for a clue. Dazed from the
Who drugs which the evil dobtor has forced ipto him,
Jerome strays onto the narrow Carpet:jusﬁ'as the
Présiden; reacheé the top step of the flight. In

stop-action now, two frames per _second, the:
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]

“
-

Y

President‘jerks his hands in'salutation as the

‘half-crazy military voice on the PA system cries

*

¢ ’
T

- .

READY! oo

v

Jerome sees neither the President nor the rifles;

but stares into the east at the spherical fusion- -

furnace which stageé its entrance there.

B

CHANNEL 7: ' ,

¢ »

Now the sunrise Qlow is backgrbunded onfo the
image track, burning a glqry'into'all who have

eyes to see, as radiant as, as ébullient as, as

. ~,

artificed as, as preposterous as

.

)

In the living-room with sound and image, a square-ended
punctual moan pierces .

1

The’membirs'of thg honor guard, ﬁpsﬁgrving‘in the

PR

-

&l
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line of ipstfuction, eyeball their rifles'as one.

.

'Ramona finds. her voice and calls: 'Jerome! Hit the

deck, Jerome!"

A

\J

¢

Four walls reflect the slo-mo trigger squeeze,

the sudden dismay and defeat on the face of

'

£he President, the long, arched dive by Jerome

. #
from air, at water, to earth, on
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My wife, Elsie, leans forward and‘étrétches,her‘arm across
the aisle of the aircraft to hand over her lecture notes

-for a critical reading. Here isjthat which was written

’

on the folded looseleaf;
b - l
Discuss: "tide cycleé -period, What sort of inbred division

~makes us view the event
. o ' parenthetically.

‘-émplitude,.as isometric projectifn of .-

' horizon
_— " =-referent, and diffusion thereof,
' . parallax shift @ R

- | ' . —seminole, ie, the survival of the anticode

s =mray-bomb, Picture a glisténing moonball

«

‘surface.' Let its curvature be’
‘ ’ . A} - °
the loops of your'vitals.

[

-
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o

At this juncture in the flight, the pilot turned to

me and said, "Bill, why don't you fix yourseif a drink?

.There's a quart of rye. in the footlocker behind .you'and

. ice’in the cooler in the back,"——the steady din of

the engine has heen surmounted by the threshold of our
concentration so that we no longer hear it around‘ ouroi

shouts

"and swizzle sticks up here behind the

sun-visor. We'll go up and over East Thurlow and |,

then down the passage hard against Quadr'a."l

’
aQ ! ' .

1

1. here euclidean geometry falters, gasps.and 'grov\;sl”
unmindful of its destination,/jhst as; in spite of
the finest rigging as stainless steel and leather,
your sister's poliomye'iiticaily-altered bone structlllre
wobbles her down a hallway like a ’zero—gravity
quake-walk, although to beg s‘uch an analogy is to

]

s{:ep to that linear ‘tune yourgelf, ‘suck‘hgling for .
some sort of Aséociation for CrippIedl Childrer'x \
and Adults secretarial or houseplant response
esi:ecially when you dqn’/t even fucking have ‘a - :

sister..

55 : ' [ \
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‘2. radiation sickness in a large perceptage- of First . A

»

[

. " . b o .
He was steering with his left hand and reached Rhck Yo

b

with the other to grab a‘ the area between my wife's

.legs. Elsie reacted by jabbing her-right index finger - \4\/

into his eye. He howled like a r;otice-bo‘érd ;s and I

swung the fire-—axe in a long arc which took out hélf

the controls and left nothing but the sttz:‘ands of his

inner bicep holding his right arm to his shoulder..

This tool had been h-oned to a fine edgé by -someone )

I kitev and I used it now to cut the seal on the Canadian ,

Club. Thinking to lighten the situation with a little

humour, I upended the bottle while holding my fingers: W
bunchtci over the opening land ;hen sprinliled the whisky. ‘

ovér'the damaged controi panel and-his hflcl;eci*up appendage
in a br’oad pérody of a priest édminiétering ‘his 'blessingsz

it .
— f a .o,

)

,

.Communicants suppor{s theory tliat ecclesi’asi;s, hfave fin
OCC&S.‘L?H employed gamma ray éuz:port system for faiiisafé,jv ;,

, dogma }Jackup direct. reallgmnent of infa t11e mind- : %
wave Qatterns outperforms and outlasts slap-on—the-
cheek method in eigpt out of: ten cases, Na.ccordzl.ng to
‘Vatican‘I‘{u_cleare.Research A'gexicy_\é:-dbo‘o}c‘. : \ - ' e

>
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through the signifying medium of “holy water'. 'Elsie said. ' . *

to tae pilot, whose‘name is-Frank, that'she hoped he was

% ,

cognlsant of the ldeologlcal nature of the struggles /-
. , 1 ' /

occurrlng w1th1n “him. . ‘ A PR A :

- : ‘ R 4 . ‘ . e T T

. . ’ - f
¢ 0
: - ' L . . . .

L P N

. of the cockplt enter the newly-created gap in your e T
body," ‘she told hlm, "there commences an lnterface of R

chemically-coded information. \Each specxes part1c1pat1ng ‘ -

. in the mik is a different code. Each code attempts to, ' .

T . ‘ ¢ ..
rearrange the stbred informational materlal\of the

"

others to form likenesses of itself, that is, to .

P

o \ s

'transmlt its information. Spec1es is ideology. Matter

“is.information is, energgl' The.advantage;whlch you held, =~ = .- P

ar .', s ’ f ’

‘as a complex organism, is the abil&ty to‘concentrate

|

/

energy on the productlon of spec1allsed 1nformatlon : ) . S

structures, true proteln-manlfestos, whfbh are desxgned L .

to interlock w1th‘the weaker structurlngs in the code of ' . : \

the other and tause le51on at these susceptlble loci.

] .

: The advantage wh:ch the viral type holds, as a complex : \

\d;sorganlsm, is the randomness of its approach and
RN . ) '

the resultlng defen51ve locallzatlon of your attacks o ' .
upon its 1nd1v1dual nuclelc ac1d molecules, whlle 1t ‘ S

a

@

<N . .
N - . .
[§ . ‘ v
. . . .
('} . -
- .
1 - . - v 1 . B I‘ R .
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. . L . .
has but to alter a portion of those double-helices

L

which crowd thether to’ form you, and down you go.

. "Similarly, when my husband and I are forced to eat pieces

of‘yoﬁr flesh, we will put it thrdugh a number of modlfﬁ—
catlon Frocesses, one of these W111 be to - turn your

/
stored amind acid blts intd more’ of our own type of

N

1nformatlon and thus w1ll our sub—ldeology be furthered "

L

s

1
o 1
- P

k¢

thnk is wearing a blue toupé. He looks at the watch,.on

L

hlS ‘left wrist whlch I notlced,ln the ‘hotel- ~room the day

.before was .20 mlnutes fast, doing a double take ag/the :

i

bellman said he was off at nine.while setting my .suit-

case on a low rack beside the desk. 1In the cone of

~

1ight beneath the gooseneck reading—lempqthe watch lay.

ﬁhen p: jocularly mentioned 6/T_at'time and a'helf, he

eyed me as - if I wére'an\alien and left the room-pick-

ing‘his nose and wiping it on the stripe of his trouser-

leg (gqld/maroon)u Frank was in the shower and did mot
hear me arrive. I am not now ﬁor heve I ever been a

homosexpel. I opened the closet to reVeal the long

s

lines of E151e s garments. The - sealed petrl dlshes 1n

°

which ére.growing the Clostridia whlch will cause Frank's

death by gas gangrene I remove from my brief-case and

|

‘e v ,’ Al - \ ¢ ' . \D"

. N . . ! B ' . [

e
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examlne closely for initial 51gns of cultural ex-
ﬁ 7
haustlon. Sunlight glorifies the many horizontal slats

~

of the .venetian blinds covering the two large w1ndes

in the south wall of fhe room., I tuck.the bacterial ‘o

.\societies away to ard against photon overdose. or

»

ultréviolet scrambling. like you read about.j I ‘heard

-~ -

3. difficult to measure actual physical costs'with\?ny-~
thing nearing motional,pfedision due to notoriously

relaxed standards of west coast dynastic rule: cost-
. plus contracts on all 'permanent' constructions and

int:amqrai‘real éétate transactiégé'with the,ggle .
effect ?f multipi}ing profit margin: these fuckers
will eat tﬁeir own shit three times over, then sedl
it to you aﬁd me as a delicécy: the provincial minis-
try will subSLdlze the whole 0perat10n out of ;ur
pockets and tell us that the horrlble rodent ulcers
which develop on our cheeks are the d1v1dends of our

"1 own sinfulness as thelr duly appOLnted comm1551on can'
.discover no causal link between our unwittihg coprophagy
énd the fine view of our rear molars offered by the

Y

sides of our face,

99



E151e flttlng a key into: the door. She had a tray off -
- i d

_;drlnks Whlch she 'set on the deskﬂ e e . N B B

""Christ knows'howslong\he-ean sta§ in thére," she says

<

- overx the meltiné sounds fr the hexagonal arrangement

of glasses. There were‘t\o each as lt turned out, the

~~ plane being a‘51x-seater, red emergency tents wh1ch I

laid ln the shape of an altch on a logged-off 51dehlll

to catch the eye of our eldest son, Len, who would arrlve

A

in the rented’ helicopter later in the a€ternoon. He
would brlng a flame-thrower with which we had 1ntended

- to set,flre to the woods around the wreckaqe.

4

Y

g

‘hack in Victoria, I am building up beds -for the vegetables

. ! . . I
by laying down framES of two by -six planking and fillini

the inside area with.black earth and horse manure and L

L

séaweed. Eilsie points out to our visitors the damage

done to the plumtrees by swalloWs‘in_our'absence. Our

house is a long, lbw} three-bedroom bungalow which we

\keep painted 4 streng sky-blue{ Len is washing his

- .

‘yellow Chevrolet in the drlveway., We place the western

suburban stance between ourselves and what we do not do.’
\d\

] Our visitors comment*unfalllngly upon the neatneSs of ,

- \ - * . N

&



N amepwiee -

house.and vard. We take news'both visual and' verbal, \
both direct and 1nst1nct1ve, from around the globe, on
a Phllllps Modular Four 28" colour telev151on set, My’

regrets are none although I bear the scars yet on my

ankles. All six drinks shattered under the stress of

M -

the gravitational forcés which pulled them to the floor.

The tray, which remained face-up at all times dufing the

course of the event, contains a slush of watery whisky

and glass.% Elsie has .a white film-editor's pencil and

o TN

4., any atlas will furnish the informétion which is
réqhired-“ in our stead there‘lies anoﬁheff~in‘
admltted contradlctlon is founded the flrst ' .

premise of the- nexteday s dlscourse-' T.curl my -

‘
. lip to show my tattoo. It is only to be hoped that:

each of the flve pOLnts has been covered to your
,satisfaction. ‘That this-semina;_should represent‘
the modesyof‘viral‘infé&tion'mentionea above is an
unfortunate sxde—effect of the attempt to lemantle

the 01rcus-tent of psychoflctlve mater1a1



"-. &loset door. It ma%ches.her‘re hair. TheAQuadr;,

" air and maintains that it widl tell the tale. T“There are '

power is.,.A'deék—clerk called to inform us that- the re-

.
AL

draws a vertical line on the upper left panel 6f the .

ferry hoots its departure and Elsie wonders aloud if

Len ﬁade’this~5ailiﬁg'or if he got caught in ‘the line-
-~ /'“ ’

upf: I am turnind® on the tri-light in the corner when

.Ffank coﬁés out of the bathroom eating an opén’vanilla

sandwich, with a silver fork in one hand and the other

-

holding the bluish-china plate. He mouths 'the tenet

that a broken contract is thé height of perfidy,-and

produces from the folds '0f his robe a Polaroid snap

v . f .

in the midst of its self-processing. He waves it in the

tears in evéry eye in the audience. Such roving mystery’

~

. .
Jm——S R s D -

fueling had, been completed

. . . e
14 . N .

"Tony Chgstnut talkiﬁg; it says here," I say. Her
glance follows my words to the four bodily parts
indicated. The hum of the working airfoil takes the

wind out of our communications. Frank, just out of

the serv%ce, retains assorted militarisms in his everyday ‘ <:j\

, 3 R : ) '
speech. . \ : - . d

: S
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I walked off the plane from Slave Lake and headed

g‘traight for ;:.he bee;*: parlour of the Edmonton Inh,
which is across the road from the Municipal Airport.
Inside I ordered six draggt;;t' and a’ triple rye. Wiping
my,mout‘:h and belching with satisfaction, I selected a
p;yol cue and Stg.rted ifx"bué_ting up the.place. The
lights over t!ie tables gk.xatte:red in a way that was“

exhilarating. The cue ,scyt. ed through a pyramid of _

-

S

shattered the collar-bone of the one bouncer who sought

v L.

to arrest me. The other employees cowered in the keg-

room and did not come out until after I had left.

) 'inverted draught. glasses 6n the bar, and just a5 néatly_

o

©

.)g} -



AN T T T R

O

)

3

+ . -
’ v ‘

The sporting~goods-store owner was a fat guy in a
‘@sgolf shirt with tattoos on his forearms and a surly .,

manner. I stood at the4§lass cdunter ;ﬁrning the

' «357 Magnum over, feeling its weight.
A
"Well, you gonna take it or not?" he said, "I ain't got
. .

all’'day." | R o

A} .

3 ) N . .
, "Got any ammo for it?" I asked and he grunted and handed

over a box of cartridges. I put;a bullet in the chamber -

ahead of the hamﬁer.and shot him in the head. BLAM!
,ﬁé dropped on the floor and kidked‘dround while I
reached under the‘glass}anditook 10 or 12 boxes of
ammunition for my gun. | . |

-3

I went inﬁo the Whiyte Avenue Dry Cleaners and asked the

woman for my suit which I had left there twénty—two-days
before. I

¢
v

| ~

LfDo you -have your biue-glaim ticket?" she:asked.

|

!
. I knew I had lost it. I said, "

- © N
el -

105

[



w?t

e e T CrepRETAI AR AT VT
. R

"No, I never got. one, honest, I didn't. No one gave me
one." I was a little embarrassed and I shot her in the

solar plexus and she fell back into the circular clothes
rack. \ o .
e

i

T turned the corner just in time to catch, about a”quarté:

of the way down the block, an Irish Setter taking a shit, °

& .
exactly where I was going to walk.. I fired at it several

times and I think it was the third shot which caught thé

big mutt.just behind the right foreleg and spun it '
arougd into the path of -the oncoming traffic. .

e
[

)

I stood at the top of the UP escalator on the second

Y

‘floor of Eatbnﬂs department store. There were large

crowds of Saturday shoppers. I shot each person in the

. heart as they got to the top of the escalator. They were

piliﬁg up all.arocund me and I was getting§ a headache from

-the blasts. The gun-metal was ﬁeating with® the étéady

firiﬁg, I burnt my fingers while reloading. I wapfed .

to desert my pqsé but the shoppers kept comiﬂg.

-
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o . “There is a porcelain tureen overturned at the inter-
7 '_'g, .- . section of de la Montagne and Notre Dame. "It is
‘ : ,ﬂrépfesentaﬁive‘ofrthe final scraps and oddiments, the
' ) " . . ) -* o » » e ) ’
o © . subviving evidencef of the school of the Maestro. The grand .
. i4 o " neon sign-hgé been shattered by pelletﬂguns and stripped
» ' o ‘ of‘its't:Ahsfbrmefs by collectors. The massive cauldrons
P - have been trucked away to other cities. The startling
: . . ! ' R N N .,
t : i end‘qﬁ M. Carné's lifework .capped a series Jf events
‘ . 4 < - .
e J - - o, " N . : Y " » ? . » 1}
’ Yo which I propose to examine herein, testing for avoidability
; - ) \- , o 1 , .
L _and reversibilify, specifically. B /
L - . 'dart and”parcel’ as We used to say. -That's the way
P - . " ¢ ’ N /
© . it's going to be; a demonstration of’step-by-step abandon-
U . ' ' o ' ® v
; ’ ment o6f the Plan. - To be frank, inﬁensed and myriagonal...
& * 4 . N . ‘ '~ . ’4
S ' . . this was the eérgotic state into Which,Héféhe has released
: R i . ' . . ' N . . . ,} o
' + herself since the destruction of the School. The dark
‘ ¢ aﬁ@[exfendéd chance-medley of that downfall ‘led many'ex-
"‘ s i‘J ‘r N s : ~ ’ \ -" H N - . Co * ' .
oL v cLo
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students into étocha%tic realms- from which they have .

4

yet to exit. For my part, I playfully and loosely jet

these phrasings to z u, that singleton set which houses
L ] t i

‘the rec1plent {not w1thout wonderlng {(with some enjoyment,

_ 1t mist be admitted) what sorts of derangements the inter-.
vening psych01d entltles will work upon the message before
vlt arrives at the termlnus posxted in your postocular

parts, the Yard of the Brain, accordlng to Snape's atomz)

The 1n1t1al weeks, of the course were exciting. Ih

4

o

the History seminars, we studied the Deiphosophists,’and

1 ’

Apicius' De Re Coquinaria;vwe argued‘their mutual debt to

Archestratus. . We revelled in the violent recording of

2 - Lo . >

v,

medleval cookery.

Take conies and/hew them to gobbets; seeth them
L 4

-

.

in grease 1n a’ coifyn of two ynch depe. Da thereto

creme of cows mylke, sugar, -£afran, and. salt.
Medle it ifere. Take cthkens and ram them
together, boyle them broken... oot

We researched Lhe dlachronlcs of the recipes of Gulllaume

,

Tirel and Bartoiomeo de’ Sacchl, and their respectrve effects)

'~ upon Renaissance Soupification. ' , o

There were those who, in our Theory semlnars, held that m/

‘the elements of soupification, and 1ndeed the souplfylng

' process 1tself, must be subord;hate ta some fixed functlon,

-,
i
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preferably linear, whlch would necessarlly deflne and a

AN

. delimit the output decoftion. "What a load of codéwallop!™

others cried. "The soup is its.owu function, undetermined’
and autoaromatizing.” That was to say, the soup has the .

flavoyr of its taste, is flavoured by its flavour and'

" flavours its flavour in tura, and those who made this kind

1

of statement also claimed that the very %eli-ewident' .

‘nature of the statements made them that much more 'important."*

, ‘47 z " » , .
. __But it was the problem of the.!rarefaction of the broth'

¢

which proved hairiest. In the long periods ofldarkness

.and rest during which the dormitory hallways became olfact-
" Stial channels for the exchange of éxpeiimental information,

‘aromas of calf's-foot jelly and soup-maigre would vie fgr !°

ascendancy in the dreams of the exhausted soupers."Hélgne
liked to recall the night on which a mixed mollusk bisque

was energetically marching across the frontieis of the

hypnogoglc states of the pan-supine nodnlks. Intexdlsc1pllnary

T

synods began to issue statements calllng for broad retallatory
measures. The 1n§§&tratlon of anarchlc odors from the

chaotlc prov1ncg§ of dreamland had even these august and

llbertarlan bodles chatterlng ‘about 'dlrected;energles' and

s
-

user-frlendly totalltarlanxsm‘ It waS‘ln the heat.of this

I

[N

Y

contest that Héléne awoke and decxded to go spying at keyholes.

L

‘ ' . N .
e . ’ .'l \.
N . * ) .
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. She slid her iegs from un&er the bed-clqthes and

sat-up. A -sanguinous breeze was'blowing‘froh the abéttoir,,

2

near the.river. ¥ She rubbed her breasts to erect the nipples

e

" thereof; she pulled- a-long nightgown over her head and o

shimmered into the hall. ' . . o« . )

rd -

' CUSTOMER: fI'd'say;' Just a moment. What's this fly

s

. doing ih my soup?'"

WAITER: - "I'd say: 'It,looks ‘like the backstque.'"

4

. HEléne bends her eye to ﬁhe door of room 213. Inside.
are snores and Lhe ligﬁt‘of a rédib dial. Room 214: all.i§
blackness. In room 215 she sees Waite¥‘and Claudette, two
bf;the more impetuéus of 01._1r('gr01‘1p..~ élaudgéte has ‘encour-
qged'Walter to tie he# up,z Hérvhaqu”afe bouné‘tp a hook

set in the wall above, the ‘window. From her out-stretched

/ankleg, ropes‘kéhd to the'head-réils of the room's two

7

‘beds; she is held, framed, facing the outside.

C;audefte chokes out, in a'libidinoﬁs\whiSpér: - "Now

whip me with your razor cbrdi‘ygu fucking -lamebrain.". Wéltéf
’ : |

doubles the power-cable from his Philiérave and slices at

-

~

her arse with all his might. ' She utters no sound.’ Another .

‘swipe.
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‘”/‘ shovels that failed and bucked ?nder the load. Carpenters’

.,

o , -
WAITER: "How much more skin do you want removed?”
CUSTOMER: "How much 'is laft?" " - - Lo .

v

¢

: o T -
Claudette hegins to moan and Walter drips with the
Lo .o CL ‘—- . \

weather. - - - : - .. )

. .o
.t e
- . .- PR y
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. VIDEOYAPE B: -, The Campton SodélFactory

A system of trolley track crazed the celllng Oh this
ran 1ron{hooks bearlng carcasses bound for the broth vats
below. Wooly buffalo, baron of beef, enormous Vhiteﬂslahs
of'beluga,from Hudsoh‘s Bayfpended and 'slid, and bent the

-‘hooks with their weight; ‘Five—toh chainfalls lowered the
meats into the sxmmerlng base-pools. Workers cursed and

sweated and struggled with the tw1st1ng llnes. Overhead,

ﬁon'a grated deck, mountains of carrots and peas, and wet

N

mauled heavy timbers 1nto place to shore up the groaning "

potato bins. Wates and steam hissed f#rom poorly—packed

valves throughout the plant and the old belt—dr;ven peelers'

clanked aﬁh rattled out their misery.-
¥

. Superintendent: "This plant was built in 1925 at a cost;

\. ™ e

N, . . . . I (

hillocks of parsley, were strip-mined b& growling scoop~ -
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",the original cémpton‘s recibes, fof the good, honest; haqme~-

¢

[

‘ — . Ld
of one and’ a half million dol%érs. lHéré we still use

;
st o

made taste and nutrltlon that our famllles '‘have relied

on fo; over sixty years. At Campton s...we believe that...

you don't mess around...with a good thing.

K

ﬁp jingle: ‘
. AN
lCampton'é’Soups are hearty fare,
" Doo-dah, doo-dah, .
\<: T Camptonﬂé Soups sold évérywhere, ' e
N+ oh doo-dah-day. ) \
- ‘See’ your family's smiles, T o
. When they hear you say:
.\’.‘ ‘ fHey, gang! I've-made‘Camptoﬁls,Soué!?‘
;Sérvé'it evgfy day! ;'"3' . NS

Now . 3 conflict which was stewingtbélow*the'sufface—

’

'crust of our sécxety of Egtageurs began to convett with-

alarmlng force. It 'was brought to a head in the colloqulum
on, Substltutlon and Nomination In and of the Recipe.-

’Hero’s,a debate extract:‘

.-

, - the soup exists to reprodice in the taster

o Q . "and odor; which the soupificator drew upon

>

. . . , , ' . -
it . - N
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N ‘thé sghe"recipe',.the knoﬁlngé of flévouf':\'
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"= .in the articulation of it.. = - |
- ’ o - o ' .
| «

Vo - nay, the soup is' a flavour-lnscrrbed
' e 1 artifact of ltS performance." o S
‘ (def'n: the performance is: the thing"
< v —zherein we'll catch the con-science of
. - the one who sups.) \
.p‘ ' “ '\'v

An Asplclan from Winnipeg .stood and, stepplng out51de

the argument, . declared that for hlS part he could see no

qualltatrve materlal difference in commercxallty between -

belng a prpducer of-bouillabaise for the King of Oude, or"

’

:M?naéer aof Spicinglforlﬁipbell's. ‘ B o -

"Our's is the business of synthesis," he continued.

"We assemble diverse eLeﬁentsiwith the goal of outéutting\a

Eroduct‘ This product is intended for, and is indeed an‘

‘entallmént of the ex15tence of, a consumer. We predlct thls

consumption when we 1nscr1be our rec1pes and the . assumptlon

\

\

’of 1ts occurrence necessitates. and, yes, Justlfies our

'productlon." . ' i B

Thls left M. Carné and hlS faculty blusterlng w1th

v
'

rage.

! - ’ v N ’ ' ®
T . N : ~ o
. ‘ L . v . o 4
. R , - . oa

. VIDEOTAPE'A: “The Horyuji Soupgel'InstaIlation o

[ . f N

" At dawn a thqusand\empIoXees are\arranged in'the asphalt‘



. ‘ o | ’ . , ‘ .
yard outside'the~main building They wear blue coyeralls;o
Projected from 1oudspeakers on the roof, a dlgltlzed

| vocoder-tape dlrects them in calesthenlcs. Thlrty tlmes,
they stretch their arms over their heads and toudi'the;r
toes. Thirty times, they lie on their backs and'sit’upj
'Thirty times, they lie on their stomachs and arch’their bachs.

Thlrty times, they push themselves up from the ground and

" sink down again. They run on the spot for flve hundred o

]
paces, pausing every seventy—flve "to _do twenty,deep knee~-

'bends. This done, they shout 1n one v01ce. YUH! and move

flle by'blue flle lnto the golden glass box.. o | -

In51de, all is stalnless steel and clear plastlc‘

tublng Measured bltS of . llquld, separated by slugs of air,

L

' 4 race through .the tublng in all dlrectlons. "The color- bt the

flow in a- partlcular tube may change abruptly, then Just as

i

suddenly revert or change to a thlrd. The plant is: to ally

robotlc; Modular redundancy of desxgn aliows the empl yees :'

proce551ng systems. They work with c1rcu1t charts an‘

‘ whlsper ‘of plastic hydraullcs. T o oy
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Regearcher:‘ "We are worklng on an electrolytlc colloldal

; l broth which will gel 'into a mass of c1rcu1try ‘

\

_electronic impulses.in a manner directly'ana¥ogous to Zhé . » -

process in living nerve,cells, and will thus form-the basis:

"This molecular network will be capable of transferring, "//

5. .S
for quasr-organlc 1ntelllgent machlnes. ‘ ‘//‘ . S
Imaglne pourlng a packet of green and‘yellog/powder‘l ‘ o

- into-a jar of water and two hoyrs later opening the refrigerr

, ator to remove a huhdred kilobytes of random-agcess memory."
super LOG@ and motto; ' . \ S o ‘
4 " L o/ ' P
.~ *  HORYUJI SOUPGELS A ‘ : .

"Puttlng an’ end to World Hunger .},.Everylnay." L o/
; »

.’ , L. N , . /
. . R ‘ k .
’ ) o ‘ S ' - . ol
. . , o /a ' | o y '
~ ;‘ . ’. ) N e T , C, , . / .
. "I was sitting at the table/%n my room, listening to g
the late movie and preparing to crank it up. ‘i'tried €0 n /‘

/

unwrap it carefully, over the bowl of the spoon, but my arms ,, _

jerked reflex1vely and the. cdbe tumbled lnto the darkness ,‘7 f~ =~
over by the door. On handé/and knees, I searched ,the cOrners

‘j around the chest-of-drawers and the flllng cablnet. Motlon-

.

. less, I snlffed The sqell of ‘the OXO was. there alrlght,

- commlngled w1th another as delectable as 1t 'was unknown.

Extrapolatlng on the aromatic curves, I found the block of

: concentrate ea311y enough and yes, there was no mlstaklng 1t,



R

. : ~ . ‘N
the Other was definitely entering the room wia the keyhole.

I leapt up and flung the door open in one smooth and
uhinterrupted’mové.
“In the act of repllcatlng my 1eap from the floor was

a woman in a nlghtgown, a fellow student

' .

'Will you join me?' I said. 'I was about to slam a
couple mils of bouillon.'

'"Delighted,' she said. o

.

"Whlle I prepared the needle, she told me her name
,and talked about her soup and how she had enjoyed assembling

. the col%ectlon of vials for phe admissions portfollo. But

~

, now she had doubts.

'Humorless and grim, isn't itz' I said.

'I'm bored.' she said.\)( ‘

*"The best lack all conviction, while the wofet are’

‘full of passioﬁate'intensity,"'"I said.

'Yeats,' I said. I exélained that increasingly I saw

the indiScrimfhate accumulation of knowledge of ingredients -
L3 . R , AT

ahd,procedﬁres as a'pointless endeavor.‘ Each new method

i u

"added to my repert01re factorlally lncreased the probablllty

of my ch0051ng and employlng an invalid one 1n a glven .

51tuat10n.“My memoryfbanks felt so full of 1nformet10n,'

' ninety-five percent of which would be, by definition, unsuitéd

1
S

117 -
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to the attalnment of a partlcular goal, that the, prOJected
image of any goal was murky, l;ghoate, unlntelllglble.
HElane nodded. throughout dnd,. when I'd finishedl proqlaimed
this a vir%ual reflection of her thoughts.

"Weiproposed a'ceilaﬁoration, a piece based ﬁpen

§trategems of guesswork, ornery and stubborn contrariness,

and gratuitous juxtaposition. Then we made love in an * .

-.illdsionlesé ﬁrenzy, on the edge of the bed, all four feet. .

on the ground."™ R - ' v/ -

- .

. )

CUSTOMER: "I'd say: 'Excuse me, byt there's a tangled mat -

~

: of hair in my soup.'" N

WAITER: "I'd say: 'Just a moment, 'sir. I'11 get you a

comb."'\ . - . . . \ ‘ &1

- H€1&ne and I“broduced a series offdevolved,'post-

_fieeco renderings of which an"examéle here follows. The

Piece consisted’ of the performance‘of a potage concurrent

]

" with-the continuous display of two &" color.videotepes,

de51gnated A and B, prev1ously shot and edlted. The video

mqnltors were four and the set-up looked like thlS'

v

1

118 -~
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DATA

DATA

'DATA

D2TA

DATA

DATA .’

DATA -

DATA

' DATA

DATA .

DATA:

o
‘.l' :

- e wamanwa R . 1
|
l

- - e - ¢ 8
TAameoamews :

POLYPLASTOID CARCINO-BQRSCH
€ . R . g

W h 1

1 litre processed cheese spread

\

2 375 mlllllltre cans luncheon meat

. 400 grams purple drlnk crystals

25~ 30 maraschlno cherrles

500 mlllllatres chocolate—coloured and
-flavored, puffed breakfast food.,

1 slab, 2x25x100 cm, styrofoam ﬁor

two dozen 'to go' coffée—c'u'ps).N

666 millilitres industrial floor polish

999 millilitres Montré&al tapwater
333 millilitres unleaded gasolépe

0.9 grams monosodium glutamate .

. 1. aerosol can edlble—01l whlpped topplng J

i

e e e
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, DATA
DATA
DATA
S o Dzi.Tzs:
o " paTA

DATA
DATA

S

"HEAT

.. - . .ADD
J , S

, TOP

. .
= o~ - -
ey .y .
.
f -
i

[

g o

. DATA

7BLENg,

'cheﬁicallslowlya

0.8 grams diethyl pyrocarbpnayé ’

0.7 grams dioctyl sodium sulfosuécinate
0.6 grams butylated hydroxjtoluene
0.5 grams dilauryl- thiodipropionate

. R . I
0.4 grams propyl gallate

0.3 grams ethylenediqmine tetraacetic acid

0.2 grams disodium inosinate
' \

0.1 grams sodium ni@rite‘

floor-polish. and cheese-sbread

in large pot

‘luncheon meat’

i

into 6 cm cubes - &
styroform, chopped to similar size"

to simmering mixture

i

'tapwater and gasollne 1nfsecondary pot

. cherrles and purple powder

v1gorously;

with topp1ng

.

COMBINE MIXTURES IN. PLEXIGLASS CAULDRON. RO

'TRY IO IGNORE SMELL.

. S 4
h v ’ ’ - W .

B o S S YR C P T
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NOT TO BE ?AKEN INTERNALLY L
IF ACCIDENTLY INGESTED *DO NOT INDUCE

U VOMITING. CALL PHYSICIAN IMMEDIATELY..

l‘ N . N
. - [ S \ . : \1

. . . . ‘ N - . ' v\\’
. This 'soup was performed at -the Alternféive Kitéhen N
on Wooster.stteet in NYC.. Afterﬁards, we put it up in

~

quart jars and sold it as artlfact to museums and prlvate

‘pllectors.‘ We used'the. money to’ ‘reduce the lnterest

. charges on our debts.\

i

| . L C B B R

~ CUSTOMER: "I'd. saY' 'Thls soup tastes like’ plss. Brirg “‘

o T me another scotch :
C @
. WAITER: '“I d say 'I'll sShow you back to your‘tablé}
t sir, but I don't- thlnk you should have. any more
to, drlnk e T
, ’/'« . In our second month at the school, we reflned tea -

leaves to shlnlng whlte crystals of caffelne. Unfortunately
we had no . system of 1mport1ng ‘coca leaves, for the -existence
o oﬁ an anxlllary apparatus “for the*gene;at;on'of‘funds mlqht
" have forestalled or'ayertéd the'nntime;y'endlof‘the academy
. - A HUNDRED HORSES AND A HUNDRED MEN .
L COULDN'T PUT CARNE TOGETHER AGAIN. - .

. 121
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Well, that s what an anonymous graffltlst wrote on

‘the wall of the main kltchen.' It was. early in our last term

that'the Maestro began his final pro;ect.

’

Abandonlng hlS work on the Three Great Challenges of

T . Soupdom (3 {he compllatlon of a complete and conslstent

-

'llst of 1ngred1ents,.2. the revamping of rec1p1al notatlon
to accOmodate the Modern stancelqn relatlon to savour
. ’ . ‘

. ) movement and cirtumvention. of llnear progre551on, 1. the

- . ) -deflnltlon of the stock as a factor of its own renderlng )

/

! tL M. Carné took: to playlng the ocarina among the stoves in a

. A
.,1

dlsmal and savage manner. As if reallzlng that his time

c

was short, he_read cookbooks voraciously, at times ripping
. " the. pages in .his haste. He began to wander the corridors,
and even the streets, of and about the school pos1ng

problems and asking of each and everyone thelr oplnlon. He

AR .
RS S wept openly when he sliced onlons.

Eggs have been used as soup~th1ckeners for centques ¢

and 1n the latter years of hlS life M Carné had specrallsed

“‘1n cream soups, eggyolk blsques and veloutés. +His fascination

[ .
- '

with the ov1ne oVum grew into a complex whlch the less—

.- forgiving among hlS associates 1abeled obsessive. He began
" + , . [ QI ' N

‘g

:".;. _to drop phrases such as ‘winds of chﬁhge"and 'breaching the

—wWalls between seotors of‘knowledge'.and 'untying the tubes-

L te
| . . . P . . .
)‘1\ v . o0 ! ' .
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* of the zeitgeist.

" know that histbry binds ‘you, as I'say, only to thé‘futufef“

_yet through the World of Soup. : o

~w

'?' There were some to, whom 1t came as no
sﬁrpnise when the ontréal Pollce phoned ‘the school one -

-

hight'to*say that they had found the Maestro’ kneeling Ingﬁ&

%

the Sauvé Station of the Metro~and'ap9}yigg a tiny ',f-,\

respirator to a plucked and lifeless chicken.

v . N
+

"Arise, I tell you, aﬁd,embark,upon“the ﬁeuxney”which

' .

"to the rotund vehicle which shoots into the darkness’ wit

@

.a 'plop!' Like a mock sea-gu%tle‘digging'hinq—leggedlyﬂinto-

the beach of some uncharted Caribee sandspit, take ﬁp yqur?_

,\‘

hlind, instinctive task without:. regrets or forethought ando’

- &

'is what het was reported to have said. .

.

. .
- I3
-

-

- . ¢

the culmination of tbis,ﬁnhappy and t{ginq'period was

L

the publication in a most-prestigious journal (no doubt -

) . : . iv'
against all good sensé¢ and judgment of the editorial board

awaits %of1, oh 'foldedé, naked and, afraid. _Weld ‘y‘our‘des't'ing g

1123

and'only"in deference to 'the magnitude ‘of M. Carné's reputation) '
| . ~ . . o

v

of a paper whlch caused waves of shock that’ -are rlppllnd

N

el

Therein, by long and tortuous argumentation, citing

, A i
. the werk of Mandelbrot and others on. fractals and hisfg@n

'

TN e b gt R B AR ¢ “ e sty B BT e e
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research into the bubble-structure of whipped whites and

4‘.’

'beaten yolks M. Carné sought to prove the the51s that

. a soufflé was in fact ncthing but a baked and inflated

egg-soup, and therefore lay properly within the realm of

‘Soupoloéyc - ".‘ . : | Cy,

¢ a

Reaction to this claim was ﬁ%&ld-&ide and immediate.
The President of France announced that M. Carhé was to be

stripped of the Legion of Honor. The Nobel Committee asked

for thelr money back. The Tlmes_ﬁrinteﬁ limericks devoted

L ‘ '

to the matter. . . AR

As we all know;.there is a~saying.which-repeats, inn
a picturesque and pungently metaphcric/analogic-way,"the
dictum that an overload of ihformation or opihion or both
will'impeae, hamper, obstruct, restrict and otherwise delay
ﬁhe activation of the plan and will damage, impair, mar,
,1n3ure, v1t1ate and ruin the product thereof. What else
can I tell you? .To the truth of this I cannot attest. The

case of M. Carné would seem to offer a counter-example. Or

[}

does i;? g. ‘ " a
" Inm lat the game that M. Carné played with the

loanosharks entered its’ flnal stanza. ~'I‘he,‘studentshad left

*s

(Y
A
4

k]
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for their summer jobs in hotels and dinner-clubs across the

-
« v

' country. Staff membérs were beginning the liesurely . -

-

seasona'l‘ clean-up. The Maestro was joking with a,group of
N .

them in’ the kitchen when four 'collectors appeared from th.e
Y

classroom wmg. 'They drew guns and herded a.ll present into
the big stlll-room behlnd the re.ck ‘of asplc molds. They
lockecf the door with a twist of coﬁper-wmre. The walls .6f
the walk—in cooler were sa thick as to stop all sound from
within. Two of the men then ingeniously fashioned from

. available tubes and fittings a syetem whlch filled the pair

of immense double-boilers with gas from the stoves. The

boilers were turned on 'high' and twenty minutes ldter an,

' explos:.on shook lower Montréal and left a rubble-rimmed .
cra.ter where L'Ecole’' des Soupes had been. o ,,\ ..
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! - The s&‘@oundihq streets and roofs were-splattered
‘ " with: . , )
, ‘ . .Tomato bouillon
' ‘ Or{ion Soup o , - | ) . ; o

O o -+~ .. 7 onion velout& . C e e
- - - Minéstrone A
' Asparagus, crgam of - -- -

o | o .’ X New England clam chowder .-

‘ . o Yellowbean soup )
: ' \_' ’ . . Chicken gumbo - - f "{' .
‘ . ¢ ., i N N ‘ I . K ’
N ‘ Oxtail soup - (
'.' “ * )\ ) s B : . . ’(k—/
: A . Oyster stew :
: o . . Kreplach soup "

Shrimp bisque .

M .

Finally, T am left with this slogan .

' '

No more master (piece)s ~---- Develop necessary

.
«

-

o A mundhne solutions.
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"Biograﬁ:hical Notes - -« | .. B N

i

Héléne\Lepoivi:e was Eorn in Moncton, ﬁew BrunSWick.A
She was raised in a large famlly in th.ch tradltlonal'
cu151ne was a major concern and -in w}uch rec1pes and
prlyete cook?ooks were paesed as symbols otj personal

ble’seing or, equally, withheld as censure. ("If Tante

. Joaette refused you her recipe for baklng-soda blscults,

you were in. dlsgrace and had to try munedlat%ly to

'‘make’ amends." She holds. an/M.F."'.C. from L‘Ecole de’
Haute Cuisine in.Jaris and had puglished many articles .
on the 'beﬁgvi:or of spices in solution. She isihead

of a reseexjch team at Liq\;iPro ALab&ratories in Port
.ACredit, Ontario. o ' , . ‘ . .

: - . . 0 ,

Pierre deSel grew "up in Smooth Rock Falls, in NortherX

Ontario. He writes: "My. parents werejkilled in a ca;:
érash‘when I was 17. They were driving‘ éiong the.
Number E,lﬁven in the:.r brand new Ford when the steering -
wheel broke free of 1ts column . They h:Lt a blasted-—out;/‘
rockface and were smashed to a pulp. Bu.t we all know |
lFord's opinion of history. Having- ne li_v\inq releti\ges,
during the ensuing litigation I nad' to learn to'c'oqk

N

1

)

R
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' . . ‘ - [
'

N for myéelf ‘I dlscovered soup ds an economlcal method

' ,'_ . : of maxlmally ut11121ng leftover foodstuffs. Mr. deSel\

obtained a Ph. D from the Unlver51ty of Alberta wmth

- ' a dlssertatlon entltled "General SYstems and Convectlve

3

Dlstrlbutloh of Nutrlents 1n a Real-Tlme Constructed

.
.

S Problot;c Broth, .He is on leave from the UnLver51ty
. of Toronto and holds a Research Fellowshlp from the

Natlonal Food Board, operated under the auspices of the

'‘Minister of Organic Input, of the Government of Canada.

-
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their jobs at ény time, - ‘

A3t g -
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The nightwatchmen know tbat_théy'maj\quit
"If fhesefnext three minutes go alright," they
tell themselves, "then we'll stay for another three.
) ’lin this way they work through a long strlng of

‘triadic clusters of minutes Wthh have gone\well
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- ' : After kllllng her dog in a horrlfylng manner,‘thé-

woman’ went to Chlcagov In the kitchen the hot ﬁater‘tap\ -

1 f [

N ’ ~~ honks like Anthony,Braxton.. She sits ‘before the television

t

L ”: receLVer and its radlant llght tints her face a fond green.

At the qupermarket she inquires ‘as. to the location of ‘the.’

- ’ large t: ns of orange julce offered at the spec1al prlce

- i

or’ one dollar 1n amn, advertlsement alred durlng

. of- two~

.- ’ . the local news. the prevxous _evening. The grocer is a.

~

SR llkeab'e sort desplte the . fact that hi ears, nose, eyellds
. and lips haye been ampdtated during the uprlslng at f .
".y~fi< . ., ' Brazzaville in nineteeh eixty—four./~He snuffles end' ;
. : 'i } __/': oéstutee‘at*her ih such .a way as‘td cohvey the information{
¢ ’ ' ,that the bargaln julce\may be found at the end of” the

next alsle. In the parklng lot she countsione 'tall

] o « P - 4 Y
. . A . . .

PR light—standard'every six yellow-lined parking spaces. . -

B 2 N e
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- .7he doorlocks of her car'have frozen‘in,the sub-zero

.o
.

\

weather. She opens the trunk and then smashes the rlght

rear WLndow w1th .the tlre iron.- .

v

She turns off the readlng—lamp and walks . to the

phone. She sats and loads a couple cc's of Demerol S

1 i

' Her call 1S'1ncomplete, bnt 1nformat1Ve.

/

A

Then her mother-came-to stay with‘her.‘ She has'a
full set of Canary-yellow Samsonlte luggage. Three”
days later, a large pot "of rendering suet explodes on
the stove. Soon the curtalns_an@\the’cupboards are
ablaze. They go to the neighboure'vand call,the fire

department, who arrive in a red truck. Dressed’ in

,black rubber coats, they pull hoses across the front v

'lawn and- say instructions to themselves. 'One ,of them

drlves her and her mother to a Hollday Inn. .

-

. . ot
Do you know how the fire started? - = . g

Where were &ou at‘the—approximate,time of ignition?-And k
your mother? - , -,

. - f
3

'How were you made aware of the blaze? . The smell of smoke?

i

PR |

In which room of the house did it-begin? S

T

-



or the crackle of the flames as

Do either of you smoke?

they cnewed'into the

palnted wood? ToO what value is your home 1nsured°

]
'

the fire?

By what method is. your home heated?

‘

Were there smoke alarms in the house7

How dld you contact The. Department.\telephone, call—box

or other?

- v

/

 She orders a chlcken sandwich and a grapefrult.

‘Were you smoklng at the tlme of

What make?

She‘

says 'Good-bye -to the room-service captain and hangs up.

. * *
- \ ¢

'

" «The planlst uses the Blll Evans volc1ngs that she likes '

o

best.

event in this nest of burdensome arrays.~

its set~ and rapldly intersects . the bar.

v
i

'In the lounge downstairs was playing a. funky'quartet.

N

Il

Now the malocc1u51on approaches, the partlcular

The combo\exhaustsw
+ .

The't'nkling‘of,

1ce gets huge around her and she' s re-cr0851ng her legs as

you enter the room (a VLctlm of that blfuraatlve tendency

colleagues call greco-romantlc )y under your left arm a

copy of Sc1ent1f1c Amerlcan featurlng the Rubik/Ishige cube

. ,on the cover. '

’ )
i
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' \The_tWo\of yoﬁlhadla nice chat: you told her about |
‘,your ﬁork at]Hewlett—Packard':: she‘told you about .when
a shg d slaughtered her pets (the apartment had been awash
: w1th blood) :: you told her about the realltles of Silicon”

" ) L 'Valley being the dlstlllate of the dreams of people every-

r

, where else :: she told you that happy valleys would have
to remain outside the unlverse of discourse :: you told

.o her she could come there withkyou ::, she told you to piss

[

up a rope.

- . ) " 1+ A broad blue band of dlrected fluld arcs -over the
‘ .prair;e. Towards the horizon it pulls an exaggerated
fs-curve,,ambllng off to the %Fft' maybe 1mprQV131ng a
couple ofdelegant sub-routines, noddlng this way,»laughiné‘

that. =~ BT ‘ ‘

1

A

Honlng‘the flt on the abra51ve pad of a matchbook
'.{ ) “\“‘ .;w1ll expedite the puncture of the*vascular walls For: -
- km,).a prec18e entry—path, always pull back and attend the
‘ ;black-red flag.‘ IatrOgenlc attraction, ante—grav1ty,

prudent departqre.
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.

Her mother calls 'Good-night'' through the adjoining

‘readily bloom.

-

. She drops to the floor of her room and listens.
Uﬁder the bureau the blood-stains of a preceding guest
are caked on  the rug. "The raaio is set to the All-Nite

Jazz channel. Lennie Tristano wrings meledy from both
o . a

hands.’ A'foréotten sock is balied-up‘near the baseboard.
Employing a sharp edge of grépefruit rind, she attempts
to remove .the fibrous birdmeat from between her teeth.

(X3

door ahd the line beneath it is extinguished.

- ¥
1

]
Oon the other side 'of the palm-lined avenue a

spéechless woman and a dog movgd'conscientiouSIy around
writhing ﬁz;anoids in the throeS'gf morpheme withdrawal.
The supraphonetic character string which couples tﬁem
catches occasionally on the Qut;tﬁrust boot of a supiﬁe
miscreant, ;ﬁags,more often on semantic hooks se£ in the.
concrete of the way; or siwashes éomplefely abﬁut a
streetsign ;i hydrant, <leaving the two grappling in the W

bight. Phantasies of interspecific coition are here

.

’mehtionea only to be utéerly-dispelled as harbingers 6f7

a theory incapable 6f refutation. The bougainvilleas
> ' '

N
!

=
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And that was fine.with all concerned. Alice -and 7
> / . © ‘.

’

~ Y

a pickjn;ck‘luncheOnffqr the remainaér of~thei;‘1ives.
Newhouse continued to ‘receive medication to control his <
) , , v .
chronic, acute urtocaria. For her paf‘&, ’%his agreement sig- ’
. ° N B ‘:

nalled the end of a.period of high ‘excitement and extreme .
libidimal urgings; the economy-size jar‘of petrolétuﬁ on the

shelf in the bathroom ceased to exert the.active control of

.

- -former days. She embarked upon a chain of sup-lit‘practice'

[

e . .

.

sessions,

] .
.
. . e
their imperturbable calm.
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Joe trotted out to theif favourite grove by the river and had o
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notable ‘for their deterministic framework and for -
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' Even now, Herr und Frau von Schwartz—Welss are rapplng

at the portals. ' . ' -

'
A N !

Prlsc1lla says: "Do not let them in until I have re-

¢
|

ordered the throw rugs. These corduroy cushions must be fluffed
and turned. Put oug the cats and call off the dogs. Here,

€

[ b [} " » ' .
‘Annie, not like that., Place each .0ne in its own crystalline

vessel: I'll position the tableware so as to hide these ~

cranberry stains." v ‘ ,/

The new doorbell works through a line of connected

mechanical elements: the visitor pulls down a lever next to
tHe door; this action moves aapiston which forces water through

® ¢

- a copper tube that runs in the interior of the wall dividing

o

,the.entry from thenlibrary; a smaller piston at the end of the

-

. tube transmits the-impulse to a cam on the axle of a toothed ° .

N
. X 4
.

+ " wheel which is set in an escapement'relationship with a long
'pallet, the latter emerges from a slot in the, kitchen wall

A\
~and through\a triangle which hangs from the ceiling; the move-—

ment of the pallet cause the,chlme to sound. ’ T
' |
L B .
' ! The v151to /;e in the foyer talklng in low tones and
p notlng the value of the artworks in- the hall and the stalrwell.

: They wear flowers plnned to thelr lapels. They nake cuttlng

movements w1th thelr hands.

R



T Ty e

-

C ey

i

i.
i
g
|
¥
4
3

. «
.
. A N
~ ~
. Y v o R . ¢ ,
i o .
a
N
. N
<o : - ) : 140
. . |
f ! - . ' .
I
' P o A ’ ' .

. ) .

. -

.
. -
- \
M - 1

B N R
\ -
- “ ~
i

Annie says: "Come this way, honoured guests. Madame

will join us in the.parlouf. will yoﬁ takejbeé: and Qinger-,

‘lsnéps?;..It‘is only the piées vibrating;ﬁndér pressure.from’

their contents. Don't be alarmed. Here's an aerosol .

deodorant.”” ' . e : ' D
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| - ‘
.last joint. The labourers btough;fmore ties to build the

™o ..
>fComg on, you.fﬁckinq'lazy bastardé, ge;*thogé'tigs up

ﬁere!"’ The operator leapt from.his seat atop the siﬁefboom'

cat and‘screamed further encouragement at-the labourers lug- C

ging the railway tieslfo make a craéle'for the free end of ﬁhg y

pipeling. When this was done, he moved his machine:in such

a way as fo bring the loose joint of pipe dangling from its

»

. boom 'nto'line with the rest. The stabber took hold of the

joint'énd pushed it into the pipe-clamp on the end of the line.
The welder lowered his hood and struck his stinger on the clamp
éé'rev his machine. ‘Then he began spot-welding the join:

When he had tacked the two Sections in f;ur places, the clamp .
was removed and he.proceeded to f£ill the bevel with weld.

ﬁ? étepped.back at intervals to allow his helpef to remove the
flux with a wire-brush disc on the grinder. When tﬁe weld .

was complete, the cat operator set the joint down qh the

cradle and hi; swamper éut loése the bodm—c;amps; Thgy moved

back up the right-of-way to pick up another joint from the

-, ¢

pile and bring it to the head of the \line. Meanwhile, a labourer

- s1lid the shrink-sleeve from the second-to-last joint up over

the weld and shrank it tight with a prbpane torch. The

stabber put the 'sleeve for the next weld over his end of the

P
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Once upon a time there wvere three sxsters. I was
the middle one.. That means less than one mlght thlnk

N \ y

When we were leaving Hungary our mother told‘us that we had
) Y : ’

been given beauty for one purpose: to marry wealth. An
atrrectiye woman of un-moneyed origin owes ‘it. to her blood-

line to fulfill this purpose without flinching, 'she said..

'From an eleVated posxtlon she may be of great service to

other members of the famlly, who are perhaps less than

visually amazing and not outstandingly personable. Two

P

weeks later, the alrplane that was to take up from Paris to
ﬂ!w York was hljacked by a cell of Western Canadian
separatlets. ‘

., We had never heard of calgary before then. My sister
whispered to me that it must be much akin to our homeland,

except foun§e§~by Cals rather than Huns. We were intrigued

by these three smiling men. They wore what I recognized ﬁrom

2

the cinema to be cowboy boots and their double-knit suits |

7

b

featured curved pocket slits embroidered with pointy arrowheads

«

at boih ends and a aesign like a yoke across the shoulders,

front: and back. They had a gregarious manner of behaviour,

1

like Lada salesmen. '’

one of them cleared his throat on theAP,i. system and

’
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U . ..s§id; cf0ka§, evérycné, now don't get-yer g; 15 in a-knoé.'

. '_‘:5 ) ﬂJugt relax and yer éonng wind up a- lot béﬁ%ﬁf.off.tyan yqu'
- were yesferdaym| I have to ask'yqu all tbﬁiipdl& také\off‘
yer hootsland“toss ;em into i:he‘cent-;re‘a;;'is'e.,m There ’

| follbwed a lot of mumbling and thuds ASEtpe;bassengers

.

. E ) ' cpmpiied‘with this request. "Okay} now 'remoye yer socks;.

too. Don't be ashamed if your feet're a little dirty, we
ail~know what Europe's like, don't we?"
They had radioed the authorities that if their demands

- were not met they would clip everyone's toe-nails too short.

We stood up.to remove our freéh-ffom;khe~package French
pantyhose, but one of the sky-jackers saw us and said: "Not

you ladies. If worst comes to worst we'll just snip little

holes in yer cute little toes...them toes're cuter'n a bug's

i

ear. Where you from ladies?...Hungry? Hell, I'm always
: , . hungry: Hah! I eat steaks three times a day and T still
afta carry raw eggs in my pockets fer snackin'. Haw!...Well

I'd like ta stand here'n shoot'the breeze with,you ladies fof
>
.the‘rest o' the week but we're gonna be hammer-and-~tongin'
f - it fer a while on these demands I figurg. Doﬂ't worry aboqt"
N this feet thing; it's just.? media show. Yer all invited .
back to the Petroleum Club.tonight fer a barbegue,lafter’wh;ch

there'll be dancin' and the hest three words_in'aﬂy lﬁnguagé,

1 . ! N .

> e

<
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.The planecyas refueled in Buffalo. We never heard . .

the demands exactly but -they had somethlng ‘to- do thh crow s -

-

, nests and profe531onal‘1cefhockeyt -A compromise was\reaqhed,

with the Qovernment and we drriued in.Calgary to a/hero'si«

: welcome and a tomlet—paper parade. o

N

Pnd that 1s How the three gbbag sisters wound up in the

-

0il patch.” It was difficult t adjust at first. People

u

vomit on the sidewalk at any time of day. They hit each other
in the face with cheesebuf_ere. If you'leave your' car doors
unlocked while driving downtown, someone will jump in and
begin explaining the rules of racquet-ball. The mayor never
nisses an opportunity to exhibit his talent for making fart-
noises ‘with a hand in his.armpit. -We thought no one would
ever stop .snorting cocalne long enough to "learn to ptonounce
'our names properly. Our uncles were astounded by the construc-
tion‘téphniéues: as the lnterlor-flnlshers eomplete the last
floors of a new building, the demolition crews are wprﬁing
on the first. 4 : .

But now there are -over one hundred and fifty Robags.here.

We have just had the initial practices of the famlly symphony

ozchestra. We are still not totally accepted, but every dey~

«

1
’

I thank Christ we're not Maritimers. ' A

1
'

'
N
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The

The

‘The

The

shin bone 5 connected to the knee bone.

thlgh bone s connected to the hip bone:

The foot bone s connected ta the ankle bone.

".The. ankle bone 's connected to the shln bone.

'The knee bone s connected ta the thlgh bone.

hip bone's connected ta the teie bone. .

[

tale bone's connected to the back bone.

back bone's connected to the neck bone.

‘

neck bone's connected to the head bone.

‘head bone's connected ta the foot bone.
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EIGHT

The most 1mportant 31ngle stratagem 1n a’ plnball g
\
player s repertoire is the. forward bumping of the machlne ‘

‘ whlch keeps the ball from exiting down the gaping sxde-

lapes. The movement of the machine must be, in the main, -

along its gradient axis but with just enough lateral -

v

, momentum to cause the ball to carom off the bulwarks of

- \ - "' \ N N ,
the entran?é to the out-channel and thus remain on-tbe . .

field of play. ,Too much lateral motion résu}ts ina’

o .
v . . o . N
- 4 e
TILT; not enough loses the ball. . .
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THIRTEEN ' - ‘
he opened the car door'and got out / she met him
at the porch / they began to undo.each other's c}othes
in rhe«iiving—room / by thextiﬁe they made it to the
~ kitchen both were naked / but for shoes and pants crumpled
_ around their ankles /’the radio played country music and )
the digital clock read 13:13 / he lay on his back on the
) tahle and moaned as she smeared his penia with petroleﬁm )
jelly 7.the téle&ision set was telling how to prepare
atlantic eei,/ she leaped ohto the table straddling his
body‘and pulled his. penis perpendicular / he pinched her
| nipples to make them stand / the daily‘paper arced over
| the lawn and landed‘on the/front_stepé / ahe lowered her
B peivis so that his penis entered her vagina at the kind of
-angle they both. llked best / he tightened his buttocks
uscles to meet her halfway / she grabbed the handles on
‘Fhe china cab;netland began to move‘up and dowh / he did,
too/ sqmeone‘ih the‘nexr yard started ué a gas:pqwered
rotg;tdller:/-theyhslammed their faees hoéethér and licked }’w
eloppily / thé,telephoﬂe hegan tq ring'/ he knohted‘his‘
hands behind her back:and stood while she clutched him with
| her thlghs / he walked to the cupboards and set her on the

counter s edge / she raked her nalls across hlS back / he
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" together and did not move

- | | | . S 149

-

held her rear and began a quick-paced thrusting / the
alarm on the oven-timer started buzzing, announcing that
the rhubarb pie was ready / she emitted a choked cry/‘the

telephone rang with awesome persistence / she took double-

handfuls of his hair and rammed her tongue,in.his mouth /

he lifted the tap—leve?, pulled out the rinse-nozzle from -
the sink and s%rayedvcold water on their adjacent crotcheé'/

a bill-collector at the front door leaned on, the bell
and’hammered 6n the glass / with her teeth she dfew blood

from his earlobe / he tore a curtain from the rod and

draped it over her°shoﬁidefs 7 they fell on the floor

N
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" ido—cutter like his dad and to dandle on the

150

i

‘Inguinal Discussion Period

3

p .
-topic: CHiLDREn FoR tHe InSane

, -should the mentally—lnf rrm, . schlzo-
rupted gr/and the conceptual y—enraged
multlply in the usual manner as do

. the normal and unbowed?
{

Should 'we be contlnued? Are we deserv1ng? lS
must ask.

Frotting packaged éakes in timely and copacetic rental
units. Bad brain juice but barbecue in'the backyard
lawn-chalrs red sauce stop the nelghbours putting pungie
stlcks in the swimming pool and ratbane in our rldge.
Photocopied zyggtes are for re-make artists like Dino

Delaurentis. An original re~product will be a loony little

- as that "of the normal and unbowed . Who here would deny us?.”

"
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Bodily fluids and ‘pastes may lose their lubricant&efficacy.l

Because 1f the GOD of the UNIVERSE takes a personal dislike

to you, perhaps IT Is disgusted ‘'with ;kur golf game or

\

saddened by your lack of taste in home 'furrnishings and IT- |
comes at you lying-awake in your- bed and with the beam of

pure light which is ITs ineffable fihgervsautées yOur'hippo—

campus and eats it in front of you or drifts into the

kitéhen at breakf;st to invisibly lace your Shreddies with
norepihephriﬁe} what are you going to do? ,Just take it{.
on your knees? _Forego,propagatioﬁ?’ |
Not for a minute. I've got threé words;fbr'IT.;‘Little m's

and f's are just the ﬁhing to opent this Qﬁgle can of beans

otherwise whats the point'of~spendin§ the whole mbrning

cleaning the front tireg on the Buick with whose tongue?
L, .
Or forgetting the beach-pail and shovel ‘at a druggist's?

Like joe kant's, dog...

~ [ 8 < '\
‘»s.Wants ice-cream -for lunch. ,
Yeah.. Same thing. . < ‘ : - ]
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symbol for protein-deficiency. When I was through them

-

/

FIFTY-FIVE L ,x o v
But, as I was saying, before ratiocination comes

1

curtains, and new paper lining the cupboards. For me

to mag my lust onto this houseoof yours; there must_bé ‘3'
suitable alternafions performed in advance of the logicai
plottlng of affairs. Adjustment ngdefense mechanisms

to a hlgher threshold of actlvatlon(w11l mean lower .
initial profits for the psychospeculétor. Thls‘mornlng

1y

I tortured your stamp collection with the magnifying
glass: At the table in the sun—room, I focused rays of
11ght On each little butterfly—coloured postal certificate,
ungil it curled in pain. Into those issued by western

industrial nations I burned thé hammer-and-sickle; those

from communist countries I inscribed with a charred

!
3

swastika; third-world states received the international

N

all, I cart-wheeled across the carpet until my feet hit

Id

"the door. Deep cleansing action; mouth watering aroma;

~

care free maintenance; muscle soothing comfort; mbney‘

.. back guarantee; home made goodness; penny pinching

© economy; classic.elegance; adult strength.

,-For me to map my trust onto this house, of yours,

there must be an absence of spectral figures and seleéted
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N wavelengths. The decor must be as clean and black and
white as that of this very pfinted page. Or’éleaner.
Our breakfast menu: o o |
‘ o Milk
) ' Ripe -olives L
o o A ‘Hard-boiled eggs
o ' ﬂ ‘yij" S ~ Currants’ .
T 3 e r*_,;." :\MéybﬁpaiSe .
L . o : ‘ Cavidr N ‘
o 'L SN , Popcorh ;
“ ,,': &ﬂ"' ,,~_, E Truff;és,-”
) L ‘i R .‘ o ‘quuré ' R :
‘ S ‘ o ' Stewed Prunes ‘
| Lo ,¢‘_ . ' 'Banana purée - , '
) L o ‘Licorice ’
o l’v:¢;~_ ' ; ";Ru§siaﬁ_5;ead y '
: o . L Untinted oléémaré%finé
E C - o S
Molasses )
. . . : S Vanilia #Eeécre;m
E - :a{ttér chocalate
ni“ o “'ﬁiqe~buadin§ _ ‘
e ’A e '- ' ' Lo C,offee’ ‘ Ky '
. “"
1] ‘ ._’ .:. ,l | A "' { " |
’ ¢ ‘ ) ’ ’ - / -
\t ‘ ‘
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Take'nine casee of dynamlte llfted from the Dundurn -
'\ . \f

mrlltary munltlons depot and put;them in a place where

you are certain not to forget them.’ Also, this is a

blasting cap. Memorlze _the 51lhouette of the thlng

.Now‘ I shall call a tax1. 1f Jacob comesvln before you

/e

- leave, ask him. to make sure that no one parks at the‘

foot of the drlveway . R o <

Comblned Qperatlons p-p-publlshed in 1943-in New York

by e Macmlllan Company., Keep that goddam cat off the

hy
\

tabf/ can't you? Chapter 17 is "The Battle of the Sea-f

i
.

! « . Y, s . N ’I. '
Wall. o R _

’

1
i "

The next one equals the laet two. ' They led us to the

emptY‘baLlroom. Its main feature was a parquet floor

’

of astoundlng 1ntr1cacy. Our hosts opened a wall—panel‘

_and-threw a swrtch. *» The ent;re floor-surface jumped

'twb_feet“and was held‘solidly-at that‘levei N One‘could“

haVe crawleﬁ beneath it'without~fear. Then. they punched

in an alphabetlcal code and the floor began to rearrange "

.rtselfﬂ Each tlny wood-plece made its way to its newly

. o . - N | - J

’

- 11 show you my favourite book. ‘gere it is,.it's ‘called -
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_hosts pulled the’ sw1tch and the floor dropped to its

reapfiwrs L

.
»

aSSLgned locus, rapldly but'w1thout 1ntersect1ng the

‘path of éven one of 1ts confréres. There were no develop-

__mental stages, the new pattern occurred punctually. The

\

.

base lgvelt

,

Sky-high. ' To kingdom come. To smithereens. Burning , '
\ . o
0il gushing onto the field. Black smoke a mile up.
'We slit the veins ‘Of this bathtub crew. And avenge a~'
thbusand'ihjustices. Fame. Honor. Money. . A
The- ladder of success.. s : ‘
Ly o ' o ' ,
’ ' ! , . L}
- v . . - , i - -
. ' ‘ ’ v
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