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ABSTRACT

MARIA I. COYLE WEAVER .

CHRIST AND ANTICHRIST: A STUDY OF ANNE MARBURY HUTCHINSON AND
THE ANTINOMIAN DEBATE IN 17TH CENTURY NEW ENGLAND

Historians,-wi}h the exception of the testimony rendered by
. . ‘ . .
Mrs. Hutchinson at her civil and church trials, must depend

prim@rily oﬁ the reports 6f her adversaries and foréer sup-
porte:s. In general the result has been a cover;ﬁp-—a dis-
tbrted)pértrait of Mrs. Hutchinson and her role in the Anti-
nOmian,contfoferSy. Therefore my ppimaéy objective is to

redress the balance--to offer a study that does justice to

.Mrs:‘Hutchinson and her role in the Aritinomian debate.

.

" Chapter one serves as an introductiop to the éebate, Qith
_emphaSis on the primary ddctrinal issues which éngendered:it.
:Calvih's interpretatioﬁ of redeﬁpfién and gssuranée,-grace
:and works,‘serves as a standard to méasﬁre some of £he dif-

‘ferenceé aﬂd,similarities betwéen érépara%iénists, Orthodox

and.Radicai‘Antinomiansl Additional themes include a dis-

cussion of the spirit and objectives of the Great itigration.

- - -

r

Chapter two focuses in-depth on Mrs. Hutchinson and "the

idynamics of her spiritual evolution. Themes range from prob-
N
1ng Anne's relatlonshlps w1th the primary male flgures in her .

life to explorlng the nature and 81gn1f1cance of her 1mpact

on women, ’ o .
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‘CHAPTER T

' WORKS, GRACE AND MAN-S ESTATE
" | é

At the most prlmltlve level the Antlnomlan debate was
a struégle for ‘power--a bitter confrontatlon between warring
.factlons of the Puritan movement for spiritual and civil
supremacy in Massachusetts. As the ma jority party, tho'
Preparatlonlsts represented most of the mlnlsters and set-
tlers of the commonwealth.‘ Among the Prepa:atloniots John
Winthrop.was'the most‘prdminent of the civil léaders; His -
efforts were'complemented by spiritual leaders of s;ch a
calwber as Thomas Shepard, Peter Bulkeley, Hugh Poter, John
..Wllson. John Davenport Richard Mather, Thomas Hooker and
'Thomas Welde.- Anne Hntchlnson. with the support of John_
Wheelwright and Sir Henry Vane led the Antinomians (a tern
conferred by their adversaries meahing opponents of-the 1ao).
They included most members of the Boston ‘church (many of
whom were prominent merchants) with addltlonal support
drawn from such towns as Ipswlch, Newbury, Roxbury. Charles-

"town and Salem.l John Cotton, torn between both facé\qii;’

7’

lEdward Johnson, Johnson 8 WOnder-Worklng Prov1denoe
of Sions Saviour in New England 162821651, ed. by J. F.
Jameson (New York: Barnes & Nobel, iInc., 196?), p. 175.

1.
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but in.closest harmony with orthodox Calvinism, lent his »

weigﬁt'tb the majority party in the final stages of the
crisis.. Thereafter the majority party claimed as their own

the brilliant and controéersiai teacher of the Boston church.

The.Antinoﬁian aebate brought to the surface a laby-
.rinth_o} theological, pdlit;cal‘ané social issugs that were
" confusing to the partidipants and, which %tiil_£emain diffi-
cul%-to decipher. According to Cotton Mather, privy to -
informatioh since lost of suppressed, " . . . ﬁis believed,

that Multitudes of Persons, who took in.with both Parties,

!

_ did never to their dying Hour understand what therr-Differ—
ence was." The roots of distord radiated from a theological
_base--the' resolution of which had profound consequences for '

' thé development of New England in the seventeenth tentury.

« '+ « in the heighth and heat of all the difference . .
there did arise.in the Land a Distinction between such
as were under a COVENANT DF WORKS, and such as were
under a COVENANT OF GRACE: wherein the bigger Part of
.the Country in the .management of that Enquiry, By .
what Evidence must a Man proceed in taking to himself
the Comforts of his Justification? Laid upon our :
Sanctification the first and main Stress of our Com-
fortable Evidence. . But the Opinionist: were for
another sort of Evidence as their Chief; namely, The
. Spirit of God by a powerful Application of a Promise,
. -begetting in us,.and revealing to_us a powerful
Assurance of our being Justified.?2

To this point Mather suggesfs, with careful regard for the

1

3200tton Mather, Magnalia Christi Americana: or the

Ecclesiastical History of New-England, from Its First Planting
in the Year 1620 unto the Year of our LORD, 1698, (New York:
Arno Press, 1972),. Book VII, p. 14, Hereafter cited as
Magnalia Christi Americana. '
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reputation of his grandfather John Cotton, it was-possible to
bridge the differences between the two parties. As one pro-
ceeds further it becomes apparent that the gap between them

_Qés present from the beginnihg of the Great Higration in 1630.
» -
' Helrs of Calv1n s theological system, reworked and modlfled

by generatlons of contlnental and Engllsh divines, each fac-

tion was, " . . . always cgreful to insist that man by his- "

i

natural will could not achieve shl{ration."3

L]

. » » we assert, that by an eternal and immutable counsel,
- God has once for all determined, both whom he would admtt

to salvation, and whom he would‘condem to destruction.

We affirm that this counsel, as far as concerns the elect,

is founded on his gratuitous mercy, totally irrespective:

of human merit; . . .-

. . e By the appellation of the elect or chosen, he ccr-

tainly designates believers, . . . By saying that they

were elected before the creation of the world, he pre-

cludes every consideration of merit .

+ « » Wherever this decree of God relgns, there can be

no consideration of any works . . . ‘Who has called us

with a holy calling, not according to our works, but

according to his own purpose and grace, which was given

us in Jesus Christ, before the world began.

As-progenitors of the human race, Adam and ‘Eve were

L]

endowed by the creator with free will, But Adam's fall from
graée brought on his posterity, " . . . an hereditary deprav-

ity and cofruption of our nature, diffused through all parts

-
-

3Norman Pettit, The Heart Prepared {New Haven: Yale
Univ. Press, 1966), p. 128, o _ \

4John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion,
trans. by John Allen, (Grand Rapids, Mich.: W. B, Eerdmans
Pub. Company, }949), I1I, pp.:181,184,185, |
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of the~’soul, rendering us obnox;ous-to the' Divine wrath and
producing in us the works which Scripture calls works of the -

Flesh." Deprived of free will, Adam's seed bore the burden

of original sin--a flawed nature inclined to evil. ", ., ., death

has.therefore.passed ugon all men, for that all have éipned.“?
In consequence natural man is destitute ‘of Virtue--holiness

being the fruit but‘ndt the caﬁse SE-éiéctioﬁ;é; e

N & & the Lord should suffer the human passions to

* _ 80 to all the lengths to which they are inclined. Thene3’;;

is no furious beast thdt. would’'be agitated with such
ungovernable rage; . e_s -In ‘his elect, the Lord hedls
these maladies.. . .In others. he restralns them, only
to prevent their ebullltlons so .far as he sees to ba
necessary for preservation.of the -universe. Hence some
by shame, and some by fear of the laws, are prevented
from runnlng into many kinds of pollutions,” though they )
cannot in any_great degree dissemble their impurity;
others, because they think that a virtuous course of
life is advantageous, entertain some "languid desires /
after it, others ., ., . display more than common ex-
cellence, that by their majesty they may confine the _
‘/ vulgar to their duty. Thus God by his Providence fe:x -
strains the perverseness of bur. nature from; breaklng
out 1nto external acts, but does not purlfy it w1th1n.?

In Calvin's view of hlstory the external 51gns by whlch man

a '-su' .
might derlve some assurance of salvatlon may be no more than
an 111usxon. Even unregenerate men who achleve emlnence in
L

public or prlvate llfe are noth}ng more than puppets ina -

. L4
o ’ . .

’ ~ . . ' Sy .

_»'divine plan. . e . . - S
Sinid., I, PP. s o

. 6Ib1d.. II. pp. 184- 85 AR

Wt

) 'i71b1d., I, p. 316 »:h;
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":.;“n,ought not to be esteemed .at all meritorious. -

A

r%,

. « + those virtues are not the common properties of )
-nature, but the péculiar graceés of God, which he dis-= . .~
penses in great variety, and in a certain degree to .
men that are otherwise profane . ". . because God,’ :
" consulting the benefit of mankind, frequently furnishes °
with an heroic nature thosé whom he degtines tqQ hold
the reins of empire; and ‘from this source have pro- oL
ceeded all the exploits of great heroes .which are cele- .
brated in historys. The same judgement must be formed - |
concerning those also whg are in a private station N
everyone who has risen: to great eminence:has. been im- N
pelled by his ambition, which defiles 411’ virtues, and ¢
deprives them of a}l excellence in .the Divine wiew,
. ‘whatever -may be apparently laudable ih ungodly wen, -
_ Besides,
. .“the chief branch of rectitude is wanting, where there
" .is no concern to display the glory of God: of "this N
‘principle all’%re destitute.whom he. has not regenerated -
by his{Spibit. : P

P
.-
-

q

a -

" Step by step Calvin builds a'pdftraiﬁ'qf natural man's

£o.sin, " . I . thatoit‘céhno§>exgite jtself, much less devbtg

niﬁé of'éonvérsion,to God;VWhich}in scripture is aftributgdair

. solely.to Diviﬁé.gqace:"‘.ln plain terms, "'.I. .ﬂsimﬁly.tb"'

T

iphgsizes‘thé fallibility of scantification as

. sequence, the word must.be ﬁreaphédftoial;}'none.must-be g

wfll.bé;ihgs to'ﬁan}.fé-will.what is evil tb'cofrhpt.natq;é;
ﬁoﬁWilllwha%;is gbodgﬁéfgraceh"g calvin cohsisﬁeﬁfly em- ..
‘evidencée- of jug-

-~

tification: It should be pbssible, he states, for the re-
generate to hi5qern ?hé.sheep*from_the‘goaﬁé, but orily God

knows who i& predestined fo;eleéﬁ{bpnpr"déﬁnation.g-In cori-

Bigié";I' pps 316-18. ? i.

-

" depravity and helplessness--a being whose will is §0 -inclinéd..

'itselfftbuanythihg'goddf“fér such é‘dispositibﬁﬂisl%ﬁé’beq&n— B
‘g L L A . . - Lo

C ws



exclﬁded from ‘the visible'dhurch if, ™ . . . by a conf9551on
of faith./an eXemplary llfe, and a part1c1pation of the sacra-
ments, profess the same God and Chrlst with ourselves.” There-

<

fore admiggion to church membershiﬁ of neceésity ﬁuét be ‘based
on' a chqéltable judgement rather than absolute assurance.lo'
Calv1n a:med for a purified thurch of visible- -saints, but in

' contrast to the exclusive tenden%y of.both Preparationists

" and Antinomians he was wary- of eXCessite elitism in' church

membership.

The Antlnomaln crisis was not a struggle for rellélous.
liberty or a more open church - On the contrary, both parties
soughtlto detgrmine with greater certainty the spifitual O
estate of church members. By 1640 candldates for full mem-
"bershlp in the Congregational churches of Massachusetts were
Arequ1red to give evidence of vocation (effectual calllng) and .
describe their struggles for g‘race.ll Gradually a re51stance
. developea to such strict measures, Wthh led to the adapta-
tion of the hdlf- -way covenant as the prlmary criterion for ‘

: church membership. But for the flrst generatlon. caught up T
in the spiritﬁal inténsities éﬁd expectations of the 1630's, .( |
suéh‘a éomprdmise Wés unthinkable,. Thomas Shepard,. second - -
to Cotton as a- theologlan, enforced a strlct pollcy for

membershlp in the church. He placed an exactlng emphasis on

rd

- . . “

10

Ibid., II, pp. 280-81,

) ,l}Pettlt The Heart Prepared, n. 84

! a 4 .
P ’ . oy, .
. - ' . . ) '\
. ‘ 7 . .
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prepardtion as an instrument for guarding-and maintaining the
purity of gathered churches. "The judgement of charity that
Calvin endorsed for church'%fmbership'Shepapd considered e,

dangerous pr1nc1ple.-" ; if those individuals to whose

-

admission he demurred. were really Christians, their reJectlon

could not prejudlee their final acceptance in Chrlst."q'2

The
Antinomian attack.on the clergy as legal preachers that,

", ...:did preech a covenant of works when others did preach
a covepant.of'éface.-aﬁd that they were not-able ministers of

the new testament, arld . . . had not the seal of the Splrlt,

. reflects the same insatiable str1v1ng for purlty in

‘boundarles between the -two partles.

The Antinomian debate raised numerous theological
issues of greater or lesser'importance;-a S§nod of_Massa-'
chusetts ministers held in ﬁuguet,ﬂléj? condemned eighty-two

errors. The two cited most frequently wefe; "+ + « That

. the person of the Holy Ghost dwells in a Justlfled persqn . e

That no sanctlflcatlon can help to evidence %o us our

4

121pid., p. 102.

1350hn Winthrop, ‘A Short Story of the Rise, reign,
and ruine of the Antinomiang, Familists'& Libertines, in The

Antinomian Controversy, 1636-1638, ed. by David D. Hall

{Middletown, Conn,: Wesleyan Univ. Press, 1968), p. 326
Hereafter cited as A Short ‘Story, :

[

Lthe church.13 But equally 1mportant it establlshes spec1flc Co

-



8.

Justlflcatlon."lu The second of theﬂe} up to Mrs. Hutchiﬁson's
civil trlal in November. 1637 seemed\to be the most promlnent
p01nt of debate between the two partles. Underlylng the in-
trlcate web of accusatibns. and recrlmlnatlons, of theologlcal
points spun to a flneness, the rank and file pressed for a
resolution to the pivotal question frem which al} others

flowed: how shall I discern my salvation? Hence the impor-.

tance of the relationship between Justlflcatlon and sanctlfl-

v .

cation and, lncumbent to Ait, the problem of assurance.

Inltlally the Antinomian crusade agalnst the Massa-
'chusetts clergy was well in tune with Ca1V1n 5 position. Note
JeBE-Cotton, clalmed by Mrs. Hutchinson as her teacher, who
on several occasions in debate with his brother ministers
turned to Calvin for reinforcement on dispufed poigfs. Mov-
ing from this frame of reference, Anne'based'her'interpreta1
tion of redemption on the differences between the old and new
covenants., Adam's f£all from grace negated the terms of God's
original covenant with man. Under the terms of the new
'covenant established between God and Abraham, man's salvation
depended .on the free glft of God's _grace and the gospels of

Christ, - Therefore man is a passive, not an active and co-

.operative partner in the process of conversion and redemptionj

)
*

v l‘uJohn Winthrop, The History of New England from 1630
to 1649, ed. by James Savage, (New York: Arno Press, 1972), I,
P 200. Hereafter cited as The History of New England.




9. g
he, " . . . has not the smallest particle in which he can
glory, because all is‘'in God."

It is beyond all doubt . . . that the will of God . . .e
cannot possibly be resisted by the will of man, so as
to prevent the execution of his purposes; since he
controls the wills of men according to his pleasure . . ,
When he designs. to bring men to-himself, . . . He acts
inwardly; he inwardly seizes their hearts; he inwardly v
moves their hearts, and draws_them by thelr w111s
which he has wrought in them.15 - .
.. God seizes man, bending and molding him to his willLrprovioing
the suppor%*necessary to persevere in his roation. The
final stage of the conversion process is completed when
Christ efflcac1ously unltes and seals man to hlmself by the - '
16

secret testimony af the Holy Spirit, The Antinomians'em—"

N ‘phasized‘that nothing prior to effectual convefsion (imme-~
diate seallng to Christ by free grace and: the efflcacy of the "4
Holy Splrlt) serves as ev1dence of Justlflcatlon. Effectual
'¢0nver31on conformed to the unchanglng terms and promises of
-_'the new covenant, To .1mpute to it qu_alJ.fJ.catlons or .mdl?

'ﬁional-ﬁromises suégests a covenant of works, voided.by Adam's
fall, not h.covenaof of grace--freely bestowed but not earned
or merited by man. The Antinomians rejecteo the interdepen-

dency of sanctification and justification as legalism--a

-covenant of works. Increasingly the Antinomians moved from

//’ 5Calv1n, Ingtitutes of the Chrlstlan Rellglon, II,
pp. 216,322,324,330." ,

1pid., T, pp. 587,589,590.
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formalism" to simplification--emphasizing a one-to-oqs relation-

ship in the process of galvation,

Here is a great stirre about graces and looking into
hearts, but give -me Christ, I seek not for graces, but
for Christ, I seeke not for promises, but for Christ,

1 seeke not for sanctification, but for Christ, tell'me
not of meditation and duties, but tell me of Christ.1?

John Wheelwright's, ‘A Fast-Day Sermon' sets forth an
explicit“batalogue of objectioﬁs to the Preparationist posi-
tion., Reputedly it stirred uplcontempf for authority and
charged that the magistrates were.'" . « « enemies of Christ,
led by Satan, that old enemy of Free grace, and that it were
. better that a_Milstone were hung about their necks, and they

Were-drpwqed in the Sea than they should censure one of théir
'judgement.“la The text of Wheelwright's sermon is less in-
cendigfy than Winfhrop:§ interprgtation of %f, but if was |
sufficiently audacious to seal his‘fate in Massachusetts. In
March, 1637 he was cﬁarged and found guilty of sedition and
contemptﬁby the General Coa;t and banished from fhe colony 1in
the following Novemher;. The reﬁonstrgnce prepared on Wheel-
.wiight'$ béhalf and signed by some three ‘score persons (many
'“,l;ading citizens of the colony) denied the charges of the
: Genefal court; Taking‘a pacifist approach they affirmed |

Wheelwfight's-innocence. His doctrine, the& éaid, had not

l?Wini;hrop. A Short Story, p. 246.
¥1pid., pp. 210-11.
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encouraged sedition or violence and in keeping with it they
/ had not tried to rescue him, * . ., . as gometimes the

- '

Israelites did Johnathan,,and yet they did not sedltlously "

The Covenant of free grace held forth by our brother hath
taught us rather to become humble suppliants to your .
Worships, and if wee should mnot preyaile, wee would 19
rather with patience give our cheekes to the smiters.
Gullty or innocent Wheelwrlght 8 sermon’provoked his
opponents«-a people ‘whom he himself stated believed their
'm1551on to New England was to create, " . . . a new Heaven
and a new Earth." To charges of sedition Wheelwright responded,
" . + + if vehemencie of spirit and voice infer sedifion it
will be déngerous to have good lungs."zo Certainly'his oppo-
nents were stung by his bandying about of such terms as
+"Antichristian," "Ragénish" and "the Ant%christ"--those who
would take away Christ and substitute a false Christ to con-
found the elect. The whore, Antichrist must, he said, be
conéuméd by thé fire of the gospel, ., . . . the burning of
the word of God accompahied by the Holy Spirit . . . the day
shall come that shall burne like an oven and all tﬁat do

wickedly shall be stubble . . . a terrible day to all those

that do not obey the Gospell of Christ.” Aiming more directly

2- 53), jo 21.

' 2OJohn wheelwrlght Mercurius Americanus, or lir. Welds
\hls Antitype (London, 1645), P. 224, Hereafter cited as iier-
curius Americanus. ) '

?g“ ngohn A Albro, Life of Thomas Shepard (Boston,
5 ,
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he states:

»

Bretheren, those under a covenant of works, (the) more
holy they are, the greater enimyes they are to Christ,
Paul acknowledgeth as much . . . he was zealous accord-

. Lng to the -law and the more he went in a legal way, the
more he persecuted the wayes of grace ., . . no matter
_how 'séemingly holy men be, according to' the Law; if they
do not know the works of grace and wayes of God,  they
are such as trust to their own righteousness, they shall

" dye sayth the Lord . . . men . . . such as these, have
not the Lord Jesus Christ, therefore set ugon such with
the sword of the Spiritt, the word of God.

1

Wheelwright's interpretation of legalism dovetails

with Calvin's interpretation of it

« « « nothing is effected, by thée word, without the illum-

ination of the Holy Spirit . . .

« « » The word of God is like the sun shining on all to

whom it is preached; but without any benefit to the

blind, But in this respect we are.all blind by nature;

therefore it cannot penetrate into our minds, unless

the internal teacher, thé Spirit, make way for 1t by

his illumination.22
But the spirit, if not the substance of Wheelwright's admoni-
tion, is too absolute--bereft of subtleties. Assessing its
. | ' ~ .
impact at the end of the century, Cotton Mather agreed with
John Winthrop that it effectually succeeded in dividing the
" brethren into two ranks--those under a coverant of works or

'a covenant of grace. His presentation of grace versus works

John Wheelwrl ht, "A Fast-Day-Sermon," in The Anti-
nomian Controversy) 1636-1638, ed. by David D. Hall (Middle-
town, Conn.: Wesleyan Uan. Press, 1968), p pPD- - 163-65,

2Calvm, Institutes of The Christian Religion, I,
pp. 636, 638,
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~

appears to suggest that effectual conver51on provzdes absolute
assurance of electlon--verglng oI errors 31m11ﬂep to those for
which he castlgated the opp051t10n. Effectual conversion is

rA
the beng%lng of true conversion: natural man"s transforma-

tlon to a p01nt at whlch he can fully benefit féom free’ grace.:
But*as Calvin had cautioned the minds of- the regenerate, the
PHPS children of God, are seldom at ease. They_are never so
assured¢of election that thef cease to strive for grace,

" . . . We are . . etill encompassed wiﬁh nu@efous vices

and great infirmity, as long aslwe are burdened with the body."
"The saints must be vigilant. " . . .« lest, without caﬁ%ion,

we should be surprised and over-come by the snares of .the

flesh."23 .

The Antlnomlans were vulnerable--open to me51nter—

- pretations. Their vi&ﬁd rhetoric evoked mlllennmal themes
that roused in the Preparationists the specter ef civil and
religious aearchism. Emphasis on free grace‘and'the indwel-
ling of the‘Holy Spirit to the exclusion of faith, repentance
and duties as preconditions of effectual conversion opened
the Antinomiens to charges that they had-placed themselves
above the law. Winthrop's response is cheracteristic of the
majority--i.e. such opinions inevitably result in moral de-

generacy, " . . . & fllthy life by degrees “ It was he

thought no marvel that so many liked so easy a path to heaven.

31bid., p. 664.
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¢« Nif a man need not be troubled by the Law, before
faith,\but may step to Christ so easily; and then, if
his faith be no going out of himselfe to take Christ

. « « and is onely an act of the Spirit upon him, no
act of his owne done by him . . . if he, for his part,
must see nothing in himselfe, have nothing, doe nothing,
onely he is to stand still and waite for Christ to do
all for him.. . . then if after faith, the Law no rule
to walke.by, no sorrow or repentence for sinne; he must .
not be-pressed to duties, and need never pray, unlesse
moved by the Spirit: And if he fals into sinne, he is
never the more disliked of God, nor his condition never
the worse. And for his assurance, it being him by the
Spirit,’ he must never let goe; . . . tEough he fals
into the grossest sinnes that he can.? '

The Antinomian movement represented a broad spectrum of opinion--
- ranging from orthodox Calvinsim.to the extreme left, .But or-

thodox or extreme it coliectively embodied principles that were

out of tune with the middling approach endorsed by thé estab-

lishmenf. According to their critics the Antinomians sub-

ordinated reason to spiritism; ehgendered passivity as opposed

to activism and s#ﬁggle; and encouraged forms of individualism:
_resistant to legai or moral restraﬁnts. Theoretically such a
@position erodes the authority of church or ministry--posing

a potential threat to civil and social order.

Alert to such allegations, Wheelwright took the occa-

sion o his.:A Fast-Day Sérmoq'%o warn fellow dissidents that -

.

- they must lead a holy 1life in ﬁublic and -private,

2h

Winthrop, A Short, Story, pp. 203-4,
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+ . . let us not give occasion to those that are coming:

on, ar manifestly opposit to.the wayes of grace, to

suspect the way of grace, let us cary our selves, that

they may be ashamed to blame us, let us deale uprightly

with those, with whom we have occasion to deale, and

have‘a care to guide our familyes, and to performe
“"duties.that belong to us, and let us have a care that.

we give not occasion to others Eg say we are llbegtlnes
or Antinomians, but Christians.

Each party appealed their case to supporters in England;-each’
.sought to influence new settlers in the colony. The Prepara-
t;onists bécksd rhetoric-w;th self protective laws. 1In 163?
laws‘were passed, which pfohibited\newcomers from staying in
the commonwealth for more than three weeks without consent of
the magistrates. This sahé'year a‘synéd éf ministers endorsed
measufes‘&esigned toﬂlimit dissident opinion.: The freedom of
church members to question ministers after sermons was cur-
tailed. Church members who differed with their fellows on
minor issues were nevertheless required to observe them--nor
could they ask for dismissal to é more congenial congregation.
Those who refused to be present for, " . . . censure of the
church, might bé proceeded amgainst, though absent . . . " or
even better, " . . .'thé magistrates' help were called for,

to compel him to be present.” Mrs. Hutchinson's dynamic im-~.
pact on women was delt with by forbiddingisizable meetings of
- women for religious purposes as, " . . . disorderly and with-

w26

out rule.,®

25Wheelwright. "A Fast-Day Sermon," pp. 168-69.
26 '

Winthrop, The History of New England, I, pp. 224, 240.
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The measures taken seem extreme in proportion .to the
‘proposed threat, N As & cealition representing minority opin-
ions the Antinomians were too small and disunified as a party .
to defeat-the,nullng majority--a party weighted by an alliance
between the ministry and civil authorities. Yet the impact of
the minority was sufficient to morally undermine and tarnish
the success of the holy experiment. Thus the Antinomians were
. vilified @nd suppressed not merely for‘whet they did do, -but

for what they might have. done.

Genesis _
John Wihthrop's-letter_of May. 1629 vividly,recreates

the mood in Wwhich the holy-experiﬁent was conceived.

e « «» it is 2 great favour, that. we may enioye so much
comfort and peace in these so evill and declininge
tymes and when the increasinge of our sinnes gives us
to great cause to looke for some Jheavye Scquorge and
Judgement to be comminge upon us . . . I am wvery
perswaded, God will bringe wome heavye Affliction upon
this lande, and that speedylye: . ., . If.the Lord
seeth it wilbe good for us+. . . 4if not, yet he will.
not forsgﬁe u§¢ though He correct us w1th the roddes
of men, . .

The first half of the—seventeenth century in particular was
a perlod of polltlcal and religious upheaval. English Pro-
testants viewed with considerable distress the success of the

Counter-Reformation on the Continent. The fall of La Rochelle

2?John Winthrop, Winthrop Papers, ed. by Stewart
~ Mitchell, II (Plimpton Press, 1931), pp. 91-2,
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effectlvely destroyed the bargainning powers of thb Huguenots
in France. In Germany the Thirty Year War (begun in 1618)
brought gpn51derable success to the Cathollc factlon. At home
the efforts of the Stuarts to 1mpose Arminianism .on resistant
factlons of the Church of England hardly rellgved the depressed
mood of beleaguered Protestantfreformisﬁ. This mood of gloom
and anticipated disaster, however, fanned interest in Millen-
.arianist themes-—the:destfuction‘of society and the second
coming of Christ. Themes that had been engendered by the ten-
sions of the sixteéﬁgg/century gained renewed strength. ft

has been advanced that Millenarianism was a pervasive influ-
ence, implicit- in the thought of English Protestant reformists
in the first half of the ﬁew century., Sbme were convinced that
for the sake of the elect God was hasteniﬁg the destruction of
society fér the épe?dy advent of the New Jerusalem., By 1618

these ideas were commonplace in England: Brightman's

Apocalypsis Apocalypseos (1609) and Mede's, Clavis Apocalyp-

tica (1627)," the hoSt popular works in this vein, strongly .
_appedled to the educated classes. By 1649 at least eighty
- such tracts had appeared--many tailoiﬁd to the p0pular~taste.28
Millendrianism had' an obvious appeal for a world in

H

which dreams and potents, prdphecy and witchcraft held and

28H R. Trevor-Roper, The C¥rfsis of the Seventeenth
Century: Religion, the Reformation and Social Change (New
York: ~-Harper & Row, Pub., 1968), pp. 48-49,
Guenter Lewy, Religion and Revolution (Oxford Univ.
Press, 1974), pp. 130-31. :
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swa&eéche'puﬂlid‘mind. Steéped in'Calviﬁism”and scriptute
.the. Puritan movement in the 'broadest sense was responsive té
Millenariqpist imagery--the world as an absolute struggle be-~
" tween God and Satan., As the children of God, the saints
supported by grace must struggle against the forces of Satan
and suppress Antichrist, They;weré committed-téia mission--

to purify and-perfe¢t church and society, Neither wealth or

worldly honors should intervene between the saint and his duty
S ‘ -

_to giorify and obey God's-commahds.

'+ » o where is now the glorye and greatnesse of the tymes
passed? 'even yesterdaye? Queen Eliz(abeth) king James,
etc. in their tyme . . . happy he who could gett their
favour: now they are dust, and none desire their
companye, neither hdave themselves one myte of all they
possessed, . . » If we look at persons qf Inferiour
ualitye, how many have their been, who have adventured
?if not sould) their souls, to rayse those houses, which
are now possessed by strangers? if it be enough for
our selves, that we have Food and rayment, why should
we covet more for our posteritye?

Pondering the témporal quality of life Winthrop conc}udéd that
the.man who clings too tenaciously to his life, W, » + shall
loose it.n?? And the saints through léﬁness. disobedience
"and too little faith justly incurred the Lord's wrath, who as
a sign of his displeasure brought them into the power of their
enemies. But a select band of saints in covenant with God

might find a sheltering place to do what England and Europe

had failed to do=-complete the Reformation.

29Winthrop, Winthrop Papers, II, pp. 204-5,

."/
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Far from belng & retreat the Great’ Mlgratxon of 1630
-launched an aggregglve assult on the forces of Satan. The". ‘
salnts would build a new order, that ‘as'a model for the old
world might save them.from destruction.- The location for'the
holy éxperiment was unimportaﬁte-few believed that their de-

- parture into the wilderness was mgre than a strategic but
temporary:separation from the motker country. God coastisee

his ch}ldren but he would not long delay the triumph of‘the
saiﬁts, or the punishment of the wicked.30 I . ‘/%éf

They had taken a path, warned Winthrop, that offered

»

no easy way to heaven. To meet their objective much more-
would be required of them in the new world. The Lord -chose
the pe0ple of Israel as his spe01al care so rn a, " . . . bond
of marriage, between him and us . . . he has taken us %o be

his after a most strickt and peculiar manner which will make

’

him the more Jealous of our love and obedience."_

~« « «» wee must not content our selves with visuall or-
dinary means whatsoever wee did or ought to have done
when wee lived in England, the same must wee doe and:
‘more allsoe where wee goet That which the most in theire
Churches mainetaine as a truthe in profession onely, wee
must bring into familiar and constant practise, as in
this duty of love wee must love brotherly without dis-
simulation, wee must love one another with a pure hearte
fervently wee must beare one anothers burthens, wee must
not look onely on our owne things, but allsoe on the
things of our brethren, neither must we think that the

3oPerry Miller, Errand -into the Wilderness kCambrldge,
Mass.: The Belnap Press of Harvard Univ, Press. 1975), pp. 1ll-
12,
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Lord will beare ‘with such faileings at our hands as hee
dothe from those among whome wee have lived.31

Drawing on Biblical authority and Medieval political thoughL
Wlnthrop s, "A Modell of Chrlstlan Charity". promulgates’ no-
;thing“leee‘than a dlvine mandate. Set 1n a legallst contexr
it sets rorth-the contractual‘terms-bindlng man to God the
-church.’state and society. Accordlng to rank and place in
society each aspect of the saint's life is regulated in a se~
ries of 1nterlock1ng covenants | Knit together 1n loving char-
1ty it is the 'duty of men of blrth and great estate to exer—
cise mercy, gentleness and temperance toward thelr }nferlors,-
who 1n turn are bound to exercise faith, pa+1ence and obedi-
ence to thelr superlore. This reciprocal alllance between
saints of high and low degree .serves to restrain the unregen-

erate from usurping power in church or state.

The Lord's continued eupport of the holy experiment
- depended on ‘the obedience of regenerate and unregenerate to

external observence of the natlonal covenant set in, a
due form of government both civill and eccleastical."32 The
powers of church and state were concelved as separate but -
compatlble?lnstltutlons 33 Yet the magistrates, ". . . They

that are called God, . . .f were charged to preserve both,

" the quiet and- peaceable llfe of the subject, in matters

31Winthrop, Winthrop Papers, II, pp. 293-94.

321bid., pp. 282, 283, 293. o
33winthrop, The-ﬂi§tory of New England, I, rp. 249-50.
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of.rigﬁieousnéss,& hoﬂesty.‘but also intmapters of godliness,

yea of all godliness,"

. . . pernicious opinions,. that destroy the foundation,
open contempt for the word preached, prophanation of the
Lords day, disturbing the peaceable administration &
exercise of the worship & holy things of God, & the like,
are to be restrayned, & punished by civil authorlty.

If any church. one or more shall grow schismaticall .
., » « the Magistrate 'is to put forth his coercive powr
as the matter shall requre. .
Regenérate_and unregenerate were bound in obeddience t¢ English
Common Law and a Biblical code of law and ethics, which had
no legality except in the-co?text of the church body. Thus
in significant respects the powers of both institutions over-
lapped to protébt a church of visible saints that excluded the
unregenerate,“and a civil government in which church member-
ship was a primary requirement for the franchise.” Measures
provided for on the premise that.a state in direct covenant
with God must see to it that its laws are shaped and imple-
mented by, " . . . a monopoly of certified saints. who are.en-
abled through grace not only. to practice good laws but to en—

force obedience upon the body politic."36

Y

3£L"The Cambrldge Platform," in The Creeds and Platforms

of Congregationalism, ed. by Williston Walker (Phlla.. Pa.1i
Pilgrim Fress, 1969), pp. 236-37.

35George Haskins, "Reception of the" Commgn Law in
Seventeenth Century Massachusetts: A Case Study," in Law and
Authority in Colonial America, .ed. by George A Billias (New
York: Dover Pub., Inc., 1970), PP 18-19

36Perry Miller, "'Preparatlon for Salvatlon' in Seven-
teenth-Century New England,” in Nature's Nation (Cambridge,
Mass, : Harvard Unlv. Press. 1967), p» 51. -
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The stabil%ty 6f;this careful design depended on'power
'remaining inlthe hands of a trusted elite--a body of saints,
- As 1t was conceived it was a shrewd measure, provided the
saiﬁté continued ‘to share the same vision. Ironically the
Antin;mian crisis was in essence-a rebellion of saints,'thét.
is,_éﬁiexternal éxpressi@n of internal tensions and dissen-
-sions at the heart of New Engiahd_Puritanism. Seeds of dis-
seﬂt that had been present from‘the beginning burst forth in
a spiritual flowefing whiéh ultimately unf;lded}f" e« o in
precisely the same pattern as that of 0ld England, eveh to
the Quaker harvest of the i650'é‘and 1660!5."3? Winthrop's
plea that Mrs. Hutchingon or Mr:‘Wheelﬁright were the root
and cause of all the’trpuble-rings hollow,38 His writings -
mirror ideaé;ltendeﬁcies and influences in the Puritan move- -
ment thét weree;pen to broad and often conflicting inter-
pretatipns. Certainly'ﬁysticisﬁ‘was quite as charaéteristiq
é feature of the Puritan mind és rationalism. legalism and
biblicism. The cpnfronfétion'between Preprationists and
AnfinémiQASjwas not so simplg a matter as rationaliém versus
irrationalism, but of form,. Specifically it was an issqe of
sﬁiritUalism pigorouélyddisciplined:and intérnaily confined,

L4

_ . 37Jame§ F. Maclear, "'The Heart of New England Rent':
the Mystical Element in Early Puritan History, " Mississippi '
Valley Historical Review, XLII, (1956), 621-23, Hereafter
cited as "The Heart of New England Rent."

38Whee1wright, Mercurius AmericénUs, p. 219,.

‘[‘ -
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or freed from restralnts to full and open expre951on in church
and society--the latter course 3eopard1z1ng the stability of

the grand design.

Point and Counterpoint

The Preparatidnist interpretation of-han's role via
the covenant of grace, the key concept and model for sub-
51d1ary covenants governing man‘'s total relatlons with the
‘world. rejected both Antlnomlan and Arminian positions. The
former route described by Perry Miller as expecting, "God's
grace to do all, +« +« +" and the latter as attributing,

e, .ﬂ. everything to our consent."39 Drawlng primarily on

- Sibbes, Ames, Perkins and Preston’s The New Covenant or the

Saints Portlon, the Preparatlonlsts focused on developing-a

¥

middle way: one that placed equal emﬁha51s on man's nature
as'a civil..social dnd religious being--his role in this
world and 1:he‘nex1:.L"0 They offer a view of man that seems
both reallstlc and optlmlstlc; re Jecting extremes which might
encourage passivity, exhultatlon. despair, sloth, pride or
permissive individualism for a theological" synthe51s which
bound splrltuallsm to, oo morallsm. act1v1sm ‘and volun-.

tary;sm."ul They 31mu1taneously set standards hlgher and

: 39Perry Miller, The New England Mind:The Seventeenth
Century (Boston: Beacon Press; 1970), p. 389. Hereafter cited
as The New England Mind.

41454, , p. 37h.

Ve . ' ) .
ulThe Antinomian Controversy, 1636-38, ed. by David
D. Hall (Middletown, Conn.: Wesleyan Univ. Press., 1968), p. 20.
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lower than the alternétives. more optimistié_and‘peésimistic;
revealing, for example, ip'their'opposition to effectual con-
version an implicit cynicism--i.e. decreased faith in man’s
ability to profit from God's grace freed from legal reétraints.
This tendency which th§ Antinomians railed againét, must they
sensed, in tiﬁé.turn ﬁan Iroﬁ God to the world, to overcon-

. S
fidence in. human reason, to a prideful heart and dependence -

_on external evidence (wealth, position..a godly life) as signs

of salvation.

The freparationist system rested én %Jlegalist inter-
pretation of the covenaﬁt idea as a voluptary but binding
contractual agreement between God and man, Adam's fall ren-
deféd'man incapable’ of meeting the terms\of the original
agreement, cryéfallized in the covenant of works. <Under the
terﬁs_of the ﬁew'covenant'the\préétor offered man salvapion
if He would have faith, " . . . that Christ would come to be
médiator for‘fhe covenant and compenséte God for the failure
of Adam." Since the coming of Christ man i€ only required,

" . . . to believe that He has cqme and that He is the 'surety’
‘for the new coveﬁant." If man absolutely binds himself tg the
. Terms qffered in the covenant of grace, God will provide the

hecessary assistance to keep faith. Therefore if man be-
:lieves. " , . . he has fulfilled the compact; God then must
redeem him and glorify ﬂim." In effect the covenant of grace -

is the only means by which man can obtain his'salv:—ﬂ:ion.u'2

R |

_;”,./4zmi11er, Errand into the Wilderness, pp. 61-62.
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The  Preparationist definition of the new éovénant
offered an attréctive alternative to the unmitigated deter- -
minism of orthodox Calvinism; softening the contours of pre-
‘destination to provide man’With an active role in the process
of redé@ption; méintaining the absolute sovereignty of God
" but tailofing'his image to meet man's needs. Thus, théy
offered a more ffedictable and understandable divinity, who
in entering the covenant agreed to bind hlmself by the terms.
set. Man, lf he “kept to his part of the bargain, could re- |
mind God-of his commitment to him, " . . . when thou art on
a.sure-gro&nd,.take no denyall, though'the Lord may defer
long, yet he will do it, hé cannot chuse; for i% is a part
of his Covenant." 43 It is a startllng reversal from the
tradltlonal 1magery of God, seizing man, to man figuratively
seizing on the Lord. To many orthodox Calvinists and the
radical Antinomians in partlcular it seemed a dangerous
'concept—-approxlmatlng in practlce a covenant of works; the
lmp051t19n-on true religion of a formula for salvation. From
. the Preparationist viewpoint, faith, repentance and adherencé
to a rigorous preparationﬁl«program did not earn merit with
God, though it was part of the terms man must meet- to fulflll
the covenant. Yet as the middle way hardened into a reality,
a life style, it seemed to many that in pEactice greater

emphasis was placed on works than grace.

ujJohn Preston, The New Covenant or the Saints Portion
{London, 1629), p. 477, quoted in Mlller, Errand into the
"Wilderriess, p. 72,
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The Prepafafionist interfretation of the covenant'
id§a encouraged the ministry, many of whom were strong ad-
vocates, to implement a more.formalized program of prepara-
-tion. Thomas Shepard, for example, set forth a series of
steps or tests by which man might discern his estate; signs
to measufe his progress on.the stony route to perfection--a
means to quiet anxieties or discover and remedy the error of
his ways.lm It was not an easy path; it offered no absélute
guarantees, but it provided hope and guidelines by which
ministers and church members might perfect together. Prac-
tically it reinforced the authority of the ministry ang,
suggested to the'average man, unschooled in theology, that

sanctification might provide sound evidence of justification.

Calvin's influence on the new commonwealth was evi-
dent in the separation of powers, with the magistrates assigned
respohsibility for defending the purity of the church in the

world; evident'in the structure and discipline of the church;

uuThomas Shepard, God's Plot the Paradoxes of Puritan
Piety Being the Autobiography and Journal of Thomas Shepard,
ed. by liichael McGiffert (Univ. of lass. Press, 1972), pp. 16-17.

Thomas Shepard, The Works of Thomas Shepard, (New
York: AMS Press Inc., 1967), I, p.. 237.

Shepard described the Saint's progress thus:

"l, Justification: all their sins are pardoned.

"2. Reconciliation: .peace with God.

"3. Adoption:- they are made the sons of God,

"4}, Sanctification: they are restored to the image

of God. _

"5. Audience of all their prayers to God,

"6, Glorification, in the kingdom of heaven, in
e¢ternal communion with God." '
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‘evidént in major doctrinal poinis at dispute between conten-
ding partieé.u5 But if was a selective influence, distilled
. to meet the needs, anxieties and questions of men in-a new
age in which they could not or would not accept the full im-
plications of Adam's fall; the utter depravity and helpless-
ness of natural man; the failify of reason; the absolutism of
predestination--of a God untouched by man., Calvinism un-
diluted demands the highest standards: vit,fejeéts'compromise;
it chastises the ego; and it requires that man contemplate éhé
eternal veoid without despair or expectation of divine fayor.

For .as piefy must be preached that God may be rightly

worshipped, so also must predestination that he who

has ears to hear of the ace of God, may glory in -

God and not in himself.“g? '

The Preparationists and Antinomians QEre engaged in

a search for workable, more palatable solutions to man's re-
demption in this world and thé next; each revealed an obses-
sive yearning for fhe comforts of assurance. The Prepara-
tionists, building their case on scripture, drawing on selec~
tive features of Calvinism and Armiﬁianism, devised an amﬁi— i
valent but workable compromisé. Taking a middling positidﬁ
they effectively used the covenaﬁt idea to enforce discipline,
obedience, and encourage personal responsibility and hope--a

/

comfortable assurance of salvation.

. u5Williston Walker', John Calvin the'Organizer of Re-
formed Protestantism (1509-1564) {New York: Schocken Books,
1969), pp. 184-45, Lo6, L1k, LZ20, 421,

_ L6
p. 215,

Calvin, Institutes of The Christian Religion, II,
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'Tﬁrnihg to the scriptures and orthodox Calvinism for
pr;mary support, the Antiﬁbﬁian.moveméng began in pfotest to .
the inconsistencles of the middle way. At .this juhcture:it.
represented with fair accuracy ﬁhe_concerﬁs of lir. Cottoh and
Mr. Wheelwright., But as the controvérsy evolved, Mrs; Hutch-
inson, drawing a substantial faction of>supportefsjwith‘her,
moved frbm orthodoxy to a position in clgée affinity with the
spiritual radicalism of thé-Protestgnt 1eft; Sécrificing the
support of Mr. Cotton and Mr. Wheelwright, Mrs. Hutchinson
took é ddctfinal position at her”céyii_trial'in November, 1637,
that was antagonistic fq_Preparétionists and orthodox balvin—
ists. Convinced that effeétual coﬁve;sion pfo?ided}absolytc
.gssurance of elecfion, she proclaimed that the causative agent 5
of it, the immediate witnésg of the Holy Spirit, not only .- .
éwells in'a justified pefson pﬁt‘is.pefsoﬁally united to hiﬁ.
The distinction is significant: holding to orthodox Calvin-
ism both Cotton and Wheeiwriéht;édmitted #o the indwelling of
the Holy Spirit in a Justified person, but:rejeéted real'and:
personal union with it. Mrs. Huﬁchinson's positiopn séems t§
obliterate the distinctions between man and the Godheédx to
the opposition it suggested that préponenfs of it might placg
themselves above, the law as, " . . '» more than a-cieaturé, viz,

God-man, éven Jesus Christ."u? ‘There is nothing to indicate

¥"Winthrop, The History of New Enzland, I,"pp. 201-03.
' John Cotton, "The Way of Congregational Churches
Cleared, 1648," in John Cotton on the Churches of New England,
ed. by Larzer Ziff (Cambridge, Mass: Harvard Univ. Press, '
1968}, pp. 218-21.

—
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that Nrs. Hutchinson rejected the moral law or viewed herself
as more than a creature--yet by affirming the second principle
-she asserﬁed the validity of personal revelation apart from
the word.uB'
;Fdrced %o cope with similar manifestations, Calvin
defended the position of institutionalized Protestantism.
« « + 1t will be the true and complete felicity of the
new Church, under the reign of Christ to be governed by
© the word of God, as by his Spirit. Whence we infer, .
that these_ persons are guilty of detestable sacrilege,
in disjoining the two things, . . . The office of the
Spirit, then, which is promised to us, is not to feign
new and unheard:of revelations, or to coin a new system
of doctrine, which would seduce us from the received
doctrine of the Gospel, but to seal in our minds the
same doctrine which the Gospel delivers,
Both the Preparationists and Antinomians agreed with Calvin
that the age for new revelétioﬁs-had passed~-henceforth re-
vealed truth was confined to the scriptures. Therefore the
Lord sends to his péople, "o, ... the same Spirit; by whose
agency he had dispensed his wor&. to complete his work by
an efficacious confirmation of that word.”" To seek the
Spirit independent of the word leads to, " . . .- empty
speculation, , . .," but prophecy dependent on the word should
not be'desbised for, " . . . the light of the Spirit is ex-
tinguished when prophecies fall~into contempt." He described

those who witness the Spirit apart from the word as,

"o e proud‘fanatics. « « ." who activated by frenzy,

-3

'usMacleér- "The_ﬂeapt of -New England Rent," 642,

3
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" . « » think themselves possessed of the only'valuable 11 um=-
ination . . . with equal confidence and temerity g;éedrly
embrace every reverie which their distempéred imaginations may
have conceiVed."ug Calvin's characteri;ation of the Anabaptisgts
was echoéd by adversaries of Mrs, Hutchinson and her support-

ers, !

Calvin's interpretation of grace and salvation rejects’
an active role for the indiviaﬁal and denies that the church
and ministry have a " . . . direct and/effective_funétion with
ﬂespect to salvation."” He balanced his position, however, by
‘éndorsing the authority of the scriptures--defining the role
of the Spirit as the instrument through which the Lord illum-
inates his revealed'word to the elect.50 Thus Calvin sets
~ limits--confining spiritual illumination to a defined route,

He maintained primary focus on the direct refation between man
and God in salvation, but also emphasized man's obedience to
the Lord's revealed word as manifested in civil, social and
religious institutions, Fundamentally this accords with the
position of the Orthodox Antinomianslvis-ﬁ-vis their dispute-
with-the Preparationists. It is particularly relevant in terms

'of John Cotton, who parted definifively from Mrs. Hutchinson

9Calv1n, Instltutes of The Chrlstlan Religion, I,
pp. 105~-9.
+

"
5OWa.lllam W. Fenn, "The Marrow of Calvin's Theology "
Harvard Theologlcal Review, II, (1909), 324-26,
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when he was assured that her revelations were personal--the

witness of the Spirit independent of- the word.sl

Certainly'fhéré is no evidence that KMrs, Hutchinson
set out to ruin the ministry or disturb the stability of

- /
. church or state.

I doe not allow the slightinge of Ministers nor of the
Scriptures nor any THinge that is set up by God . . .
It was never in my hart to slight any man but only
. that man should be keBt in hlS owne place and not set
4+ in the Roome of God.
Mrs. Hutchinson shared with her adversaries a conviction that
it was the Lord's will for her to oppose anything that was
not, " . . . set up by God."™ At this point it seems uncertain
that she perceived her position decreased the necessity for
an organized ministry——an educated elite that ordinary laj
People depended on for spiritual guidance. But her avowal of
personal revelation implied that the presence of the Spirit
in the regenerate brought with it the privileges of the
ministry--ordinary men and women freed to preach according to

the Spirit of the Lord. Called to her vocation, committed to

-the commission the Lord had given his chosen people, Anne set

51"The Examlnatlon of Mrs. Hutchinson at the Court at
Newton," in The Antinomian Controversy, 1636-38, pp. 341-42.
Cotton, "The Way of Congrpgatlonal Churches Cleared,
1648, pp. 218-20, 252. :

SZ"A Report of the Trial of Mrs. Hutchinson Before
the Church in Boston " in The Antinomian Controversy, 1636-138,

P- 377.

"
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forth to purify the churches, to kéep t@e terms of the trust--
complete the Reformatioﬁ. Responding to‘the inner dynamic of
%uritanism. she set out to free the purifying fires of the
Spirit from legal restraints; artificial limits imposed by
man's will on the Spirit of thé Lord. Courageoué, moved by
the same intuitive lbgic as George Fbx. Anne Hutchinson had
absolute trust in the Spirit as a force that can only direct
man to the path of wis&om and righteousness.

The  winde bioweth where it listeth, & thou hearest

-the sound thereof, but canst not tel whence it

cometh, and whether 'it goeth: so is everie man
that is borne of the Spirit.53

| 5330hn 3:8. (The Geneva Bible, A Facsimile of the 1560
edition), . .



CHAPTER II
NEW ENGLAND'S PROPHETESS

. «» » that a woman promoted to sit
in the seate of God, that is to
teache, to judge or to reigne
above man, is a monstre in nature,
contumelie to God and a thing most.
repugnat to his will ad ordinance.

Wife and mother of a large and still increasing famlly |

Anne Marbury Hutchinson was a mature woman, past forty when °
she arrived in Boston in 1634, Four years later banished by
the General Court and excommunlcated by the Boston Chdrch

VAnne concluded her career as the leader of the radical Antl—
nomians in Massachusetts. Settling first in Rhode Island,
later requing te Dutch territory, a lonely area of Loné.
Island Sound, she met a violent end--murdered b&.the Indians
with eeveral members of her Tamily in late summer of 1643
Barely a decade in the New World, a brlef span in her fifty-

’

three years, she emerged from obscurity to experlence adula-

tion, suspicion and-rejection.

_ lJohn Knox, The First Blast of the Trumpet Agalnst the
Monstrous Regiment of Women (Geneva, 1558}, D. 17. _

23, D. Chaplin, "Hutchinson Ancestry anid Descendants
of William and Anne Hutchinson,'™ New York Genealogical and Bio-
graphical Record XXXXV, (April, l9lE). 168-169; T

33. .
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The details of Anne's. llfe.prlor to 163h are ob"rurn,
but apparently there was 11ttle to distinguigh her from other
wome%\of her class and background. ' Only perhapg,fher keen
1nte111genCe energy and intensity ‘hinted at an exoeptlonal
personality. Much of her life, with the exceptlon of several
years in London (1605 to 1612), were spent in Alford--a
flourishing ﬁarket town in Lincolnéhire. England. Here she
was born in,lg9l (ﬁaptized July 20th), the eldest daughter
and second of Francis and Bridget Drydeﬁ'M§rbury's thirteen
chlldren: béfh parénts were meﬁbefs of the le;ser gentry |
Reared - in a small town, exposed in adolescence to the stim-
ulus of London, Anne returned to Alford in 1612 as ‘the wife
of'Milliam Hutchinson--a local merchépt whom she had’ known

3 :

since childhood.

Forhfhe hext.nearly quarter century Mrs . Hutchihson's
life style seemé like 2 homily on the virtuous Christian
matron: workiﬁg iﬁ the family busingss: managing a large
ﬁouéeﬁbld (including supervision of servants and apprehtices);
bearing'(at seventeen month intervéls) and rearing a numerous
progeﬁy. From youth to middle age Anne gave birth to  °

fifteen chlldren--successfully rearlng most of them.u -Family -

'BEmery Battis, Saints and Seéctaries (Chapel Hill:
Univ. of North Carolina Press, 1962), pp. 8, 9, 11.

aChaplln,'"Hutchlnson Ancestry and Descendants of
William and Anne Hutchinson," 167-68,



e responsibilities‘scafcely‘dissipated her energies., Her kKnow-
ledge of'physic and mi@wifery..épﬁroaching a level of skill
'thaf‘indicates formal training of some kind, weré put to ﬁée
in the service of hefrneighbors.sn Progressively it earned
her status in her own right and a reputation for . charity that

-later smoothed her path in New England.

At this étége'ﬁrs. Hutchinson seemg to have Qgsn a
warm and gregarious personality, sociabie and at ease ;QJQ;;

"varied actiyitiés of small town life, Ih contrasf'her .

spiritual life was an intensely individual and vate affair,

Routine observence  of her religious obliga ks failed to
gtiil:her guestions or assuage her dissati actions with thé
established church. In;thié of course she wgs not unique.
To ease he; Spigituai’burdens she sought pth‘rs who seemed
recgptivé-ﬁo her viewss dpawing on them to reinforec er own -
interprefationé of scripture, yhich‘were oftén*ashpanvihcing

- as that‘ofjmany ministers whose. counse)l she had sought.

. S5porothy Gardiner, English Girlhood at School (London, |

1929). ] X .

Kate C. Hurd-Mead, M.D., A Higtory of Women in Med-
icine, (Haddam, .Conn.: The Haddam Press, 1938), Vol, I. -

Rev. Ralph Josselin, The Diary of the Rev. Ralph
Josselin, ed., by E. Hockcliffe {Camden Series, 1908). Overall

~there 1s no firm evidence to support or contradict the gen~

erally held opinion that Anne Marbury Hutchinson was educated
entirely at home. However these works indicate that girls of
Anne's background were sometimes sent from home for part .of
their schooling, or served an apprenticeship of some kind 1in
a specific trade or profession,

L d

-
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Father end Husband ST

As the product of a strong patriérchal society

Anne's relatlons w1th the 'key male figures in her life are

s

-

'of a param unt 1mportance. ‘None knew her longer or had a
greater 0p§ortunity_ to influence her than her father and

“husband. " | oo B o S

The career of young Francis Marbury's was beset with

'difficultiee—msome of his own making. Matrlculated pen51oner

Q

at Cambridge Unlver51ty s Chrlst s College 1n‘i5?l Fran01s
1left without taking his degree for & career @s a preacher.
Opdained.a decon oy'fhe Bishop of Peterboroogh he began ~
,preaching in‘Nofthamp%on--eafning“a.reputatioh that led to a
-..ﬁerm_of.impriéonment. .Warnéd at hisureleésé not to‘;eturn

to.NorthémpEPn he did so with expected results. Prior to his

- ~

commitment to the Marshalsea Prison'Francis was examined'by‘ .

L

the Bishop,pf Londom.®

Franoie'gave a'forceful presentation of his case-- .

taking llttle cdre for the BlShop S 'ego or hlS own safety.

Hls‘grlevances were shared by. many\fellow Anglicans as weil

as the Purltane. He dlel;ked rltu%}, the emphasis placed on
both. homolies and- the oafechiem in lieu of preaching. He !
pronounced the Blshop gullty of. M. .. soUl mupdering, o w0
for - ordalnlng men unfit for thelr.offloe.‘

- - . .

> -
- - P

6Frederlck &ay "Rev. Fran01s Marbury," Massachusetts
Historical Soclety,_Proceédlngs. XXXXVIII (February, 1915), -
' 280. A
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B. Thls fellowe woulde have -a preacher in everie

parishe Church,

M. So would Saint Paul.

B. Where wouldest thou have them?

M. In Cambridge, in Oxford, in the Innes of Court,

yea and some in Prison. . .o

B. . .but where is the living for them?

WM. A man might cut a good large thong out of your

hyde and the rest would not be missed.

B. . . . Thou shalt dispose our livings orderly

- M. It is more then you can doe your selves, if living

be the default, they are to blame which have too much,

. whatsoever is the cause the Church feeleth the smart,
Mul. Sir, in the beginning of her Majesties raigne,

there was defect of able men, and the Church was con-
strained to take such as it could get . . .

M, I speake of a later time, . . .

Mul. Why -then you will have a Preacher or els none,

and so the Church shall be unserved.

M. It is better to have nothing then that which God

would not have.

B. How proveth thou that God would not have them,

when wee can get no better.

M. Doth he not say, Because thou hast refused know-
1edge,f1 will also refuse thee, that thou shalt be no

Priest to me.

B. Thou art an overthwart proude puritan knave, ... .

M. "I am no purltan. I beseeche you bee good to mee,
I have been twise in prlson. but I know not why.

B. Have him to the Marshall sea. there he shall cope

with the Papistes,

M. I am to goe whither it pleaseth God, but remember

Gods judgements, you doe me open wrong. I pray God

forgive you.7?

Bishop Aylmer's negative response may have been prompted more

by the manner of this courageous but undiplomatic young man

than by the issues he raised. Moreover Francis was not an

ordained minist®r though his education and dedication pro-

claimed his fitness for the calling. But his sentiments,

V'

"1vid., 285-87. | ,
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spec1f1cally on the necesslty for upgradlng the quality of
. @
the clergy and extendlng new livings for them represented a

substantial body of Anglican thought.

It wés not merely qﬂestion'of providing.livings but
recruiting clergymen in line with-church_Eolicies. It was in
the interesfs of churcﬁ and state to install a strong clergy:
men able to instruct the masses in their Christian duties--an
effective curb to s;oth, impertinence and rebellion. The
failure of the church to do' so encouraged the development of.
lay preachers--often ﬁnle%tered machanics (to the detriment
of peace in church and state). In some sections oleritain,
notably Wales and the.North of England, the situation con-
tinuously deteriorated. By ﬁid-seventeehth century such
sections were  commonly described as the, " . . . dark cornefs
of the land. 2 Here Anglicans and Purltans lost ground to

the sects—-rellglous movements nurtured by lay preachers.8

LFar from being a radical Francis Marbury was a re-
forming conservative, In contrast to his daughter the 1nfluence
of the Spirit -held less water with him than edhcatlonal quali- -
.fleatlons. " . « . what can an ignorant Minister see more in

those things then a booke learned parishoner?" Francis

8Christopher Hi1l, Society and Puritanism in Pre-
Revolutionary England (New York: Shocken Books} 1972),
-pPp. 250-257.

Christopher Hill, The World Turned Upside Down (New
York: The Viking Press, 1973), pp. 29 -31, 59, 63.
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r

abho?ed ignorant ministers or laymen who expounded scripture,
Still less would he have countenanced an active role for

women in the chﬁfch. "o teach, .l. «" he said, " . . .‘by
example only is good in a bMatron whom silence beseemeth.™
Moved to his duty Francis castigated.Bishop Aylmer, but he was
not antiauthoritarian. Bfought to heel he was‘precisely the

kind of young man the church needed.9

A
“~l

' Released from prison Francis made his peace with the
authorities and took a position as a preacher at Alford.
Wedded to Bridget Dr&den he séttled quietly into the community.
) ﬁut his previous rebutation continued to plague him- 1n 1590,
suddenly and without benefit of an eXplanatlon, Francis was
deprived of hls living. - For flfteen years he tenaciously-
sbughtc?gihggiagig%gﬁént."Belatedly in 1605, tﬁe same year
that three hundred Puritan ministers wefe silenced, Francis
was ordained as a minister and appointed to St. Martin in
Vintria in London, Later he was gppointed_réctor of St.
Pancras in Soper Lane and St. Margaret's in New Fish Street--

posts that he held until his death (between January 25, and
February 11, 1610-1611).10 )

9Gay, "Rev. Francis Marbury," 286,

O1pig., 281, : ' '
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‘ Few can fail to noté the similarities between father
and daughter. In terms of temperament and convietion, and a
pugnacious singlemindedness Francis and Anne seem remarkably
similar--even to the point of warning their judges that ver-
dicts unfavorable to them might bring the Lord's wrath down
upon theq. Indeed it is tempting to condlude that Anne *
tailored herléspiratioh; to the model set forth by her father.
But over empﬁasis onh this‘position.tends to obscure signi--
ficant differences between them and, possibly, the negative
aspects of their relationship. It is unlikely ‘that Francis
Marbury, -an Anglican clergymeh, would have épproved of Anne's
defection to the Puritans or her drift to the extreme Pro-
testant left. Certainly Francis, unless he had radically
revamped.-.his stated position, would have rejected the right
of his daughter to teach and preach. in the church as’firmiy
ag John W%ﬁfhrpp. Therefore the cohrse that Anne pursued'
might alsé be interpreted as a rejection of her father--a
rebellion agéinst a domipant paternal figure whose courage
and high principles had inspired her bﬁt whom she knew would
not ﬁave expected or permitted her to follow his example.
Yet the father whom Anne so much resembled may well have been
for her a source_of both pride as well as conflict~-from him

she drew her courage and learned the high cost of rebellion.

Francis Marbury's rebellion seems to have been a

product of and confined to his youth. Anne‘'s was an explosive
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phenomeﬁon of her middle years: sentiments.she had nutured -
and tested in her adult life. The father of Anne's child-
hood was a frustrated man: unjustly 53§rived‘of his 1iving
and constantly engaged in seeking ways to end his depriva-
tion. His letter to Lord Burghley of'Octbber, 1590,in which
he discussed his polltlcal and religious pr1nc1ples offers a
more accurate portralt of the father that Anne knew. Far

* from being the young flrebrand who had taken Bishop Aylmer to
task, Marbury's statement of his position to the Lord Burghley
is both cautious and conciliatory. Francis continUeq to have
some reservations, particulariy concerning set prayers but in
bublie he strictly enforced church policies;;change he ac-
knowledged mustlcome from those in aqthority. Iﬂ good con-
science he wouid not join or support zealots who in.traducing

policies unlawfully challenged the God given powers of the

magistrates.

And where under color of zele there appeareth by conse-
quent heedlessnes of the sacred credit of princes, and

the traducing of the body politique by indirect and
p'ticularising courses, I am so farre from them that I
have bene a diligent advisor of men to take wyse notice’
of things and not be without compassion of the temptacons
and perplexities of governours whose good endevours are
often prevented by the importunlty of those which professe
frendship .to the truth.

Concernlng policyes in their administrations I
hold them in reverent estimation, observing not only those
for fooles with Solomon which beleeve every thyng, but
those, for wyse, by his-counsel which having espied a
thing, restraine--theire spir(its) till after a more
maturer deliberation, when every foole (as he sayeth) will
b medllng, enforcing also this poi.. that no man with a

2 ,,/J”féﬁgd conscience maye maligne a policy . . . of evill
’/;/,,/f/” semblance except he can see into it without error: . . .
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Thus my L- I have taught as I am perswaded to the
performance of some small duety to her excellent ma'ty,
and -the peace of gods church, « « « . o+ & vell knowing
that wee stand before a people partly impatient -of all
reprehension and partly nourishing in themselves. idola-
trous affections, making insurrection against the truf&
but coming in at the postern of supposed puritanisme.” ™ °

There is no reason to doubt Marbury's sincerity or courage in
the throes of adversity, but on the basis of this statement
it is plausible to suggest that on mature reflection Francis
regretted the manner in which he had pressed his objections
to church policies in his youth. He seems to have developed
an aversion to hotheads--patiently awaiting change while en-
‘dorsing full conformity to the policies of church and state,
In maturity Francis learned the art of compromise--of bal- -
ancing integrity with necessi't:y.12 Suceeding, he ended his

1ife ag a successful man--a faithful servant of the church. .

Whatever the.key factors were that turned Francié‘
Marbury frbm rebellion to eonfirmityuhe_was to his faﬁily the .
supreme authority. Elimination of the.ériest as an intérﬁ
~mediary between God and man had its residual effects--a

—

3

1l1pia., 288, 289.

————

l?J. R. Tanner, Constitutional Documents of ﬁhe Reign

of James I A.D. 1603-1625 (Cambridges Cambridge Unlversity
Press, 1960), pp. 69-70., Although Marbury sought for recon-
ciliation with the church authorities, many of the issues he
had raised had not been adequately resolved., For example early
in James I reign the House of Commons approved and sent to the
House of . Lords a series of "Articles concerning Ministers,
~1604" which would have done much to rectify many of the abuses
Marburg.had railed against at his trial in 1578. The Upper
House did not act favorably upon the measures sent to them

- by the Commons.
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primary legatee was the'male householder.l Protestant\thought '
_in general granted to the already substaﬂ%ial position of -
husband and father a semi-sacred character. Thus Francis -
Marbury added to his other duties responsibility for the
religious education'and condﬁct of ﬂis dependents.l3 It is
unlikely that a man endowed w1th Francis Marbury 8 personality

. would have taken his respon51b111tles lightly.

Anne was reared in a rigiﬁ. well disciplined environ-
ment in which fhe position and duties of each family member
was determined by sex and‘aée; Since, during Anne's early
years, Francis served as a schodlmastér. her education was
more closely supervised than it might hafe been. From her
father she learned the principles of church doctrine: dally
- readings in and discussions on Biblical literature formed
‘thé basis of_her education--definit%vely shaping Anne‘'s per-

ception of the world and her place‘in it. During her career
she would assume diverse roles--none of which fundamentally
deviated from the female prototypes she had studied in the
Bible. Overall Anne had a better educatlon than most of her
female contemporaries, but it was, w1thout doubt, limited--
narrowly focused on religious and practical subjects. Francis
would not have considered it fitting or necessary to impart

to his daughter the classical education he had enjoyed,

13Hlll Society and Puritanism in Pre-Revolutionary
England, Pp. bh6 130, HBh-45E, hE, -
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Kept clése to the family Anne was unusually vulnerable
to parental example, ' Here tﬁe‘ficigsifudes of Francis Marbury's
career may have left a,mbre lasting imprint on’ his daughter
thén his in%erpretations‘of'church doctrine. furely on the
basis of speculation it seems likelj that to Anne the tale of
her father's early battles with authority, the frustrations
he experiénced during her childhood in Alford, and his later’
success had all the impaqt of a mofality tale. To a young,

~ impressionable and idealistic girl the heroic stance of the
young Marburj'might have seemed a model more worthy of emula-
tion than his later efforts to reconcile his differences with
the éhﬁrch. Possibly at some level, knowing her father's

: ﬁriﬁate reservations concerning church'policies. Anne con-
sidered his efforts to find a secure havéh for.himself and
his family a betrayal of his principles——g:price that in spite
of océasional wavering she was unwilling to pay. Comparing

_ the careers of father and daughter it is plausible to suggest

.that if Anne Hutchinson looked to her formidable parent as a
‘ﬁodel'if was the young Francis Marbury who inspired her to

complete and surpass the course he had set.

Yet from her father Anne also learned the consequences
.of dissidence as opposed to conformity. Thus kKnowing at a
‘most personal level how démaging the exposure of her opinions

might be to her'family ﬁust have complicated her efforts to

-reconcile the. demands of conscience with her obligations as a ...

wife and mother. The long-term effects of such pressures on
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Anne are visibly evident in the contrasts between her perfor-
mances at her ciﬁil and church trials. For example at Arne's
civil trial she sacrificed a hard won victory to reveal to
the court vieﬁs which must have ruined her case.lu Paradoxi-
cally a few months later Anne altered by poor health and
constant pressure hesitated--for é brief period seeming to
yield to her position for reconciliation with the authori-

tier;_.l5 Indeed Anne seemed constantly engaged in a struggle |
) . ‘

to balance the diversified needs of her nature with circum-

stances--swinging from assertion to repression;'dafing to
caution; frankness to dissimulation, How much Anne's eérly
experiences, particularly her relationship‘with her father,
affected her as an adult is of course open to speculation: -
but overall Francis Marbury may have beép-as much a hindrance ,.
as a stimulus to his daughter's seif-reéiization. Whatever
viaw-one takes,‘ﬁnne;s thrust is stronglf individyalistic-—

in the main antagonistic to the social and religious environ-

4

‘ment of her youth and maturity.

‘lu"The Examination of Mrs, Hutchinson at the Court at

. Newtown," in The Antinomian Controversy, 1636-1638, ed. by

David D. Hall (Middletown, Conn.t Wesleyan Univ. Press, 1968),
pp. 336-38. '

15"A Report of the Trial of Mrs. Anne Autchiﬁson ,
before the Church in Boston,"” in The Antinomian Controversy,

1636-1638, pp. 375-378.
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~ Nothing is known of Bridget Dryden Marbury's relation-
gship.with her daughter. One may reasonably deduce, however,
‘that Bridget schooled Anne‘in child rearing techniques end
household management--as the oldest daughter in a large family.

" Anne would have been expected to” share many of her mother's

burdens. In addition Bridget's Puritan background may have
quickened Anne's interest in controversial religious issues.lér

Mr. William Hutchinson, said Governor John Winthrop,

.was, " . . . a very honest and peaceable man of good estate."l?
On another occasion he lightly dismissed himas, " . . . a man

of a:very mild temper and weak parts, and wholly guided by

18

his wife." Later in the century William Hubbard summed up

for public consdmption privage estimations of the relation-

ship between Anne and William Hutchinson.
. - _

And as when the devil attempted to ruin manklnd by the
insinuation of a new divinity, he began w1th/Eve. and
by her surprised her husband; the same course is still
found the most successful for that end, and was to ad-
miration at this time verified in and about Boston 19

16Batfis. Saints and Sectaries, p. 14,

l7John Winthrop, A Short Story, in The Antinomian '
Controversy, 1636-1638, p. 262,

. 18John Winthrop, The History of New England, ed, by
James Savage (New York: Arno Press, 1972), 1, p. 295.

19Rev. William Hubbard, A General History of New
England from the Dlscoverv 1o 1680 (New York: Arno Press,
19727, Pp. 283 8.




k7.

Ovépall historians have tende& tg follow in the path that
Winthrop began. Emery Battis a prominent chronicler of

Anne Hutchinson's life reihforced the judgement of his pre-

'decessors; Anne Hutchinson's behavior (he thought) was
prompted in part by the fallure of her husband, " . . . to

- provide adequate support_and direction for his wife."” Con-

trésting the restraining influence .of her father with the

apparent weaknesses of her husband he noted that theré have.
been manylcases, " + « +» of women whq have been tormented 6y

fixed ideas and hysterical manifestations because their hus-

bands have failed to guide their mental life,"

In his opinion William Hutchinson was unsuited as a
partner for-a woman who, " . ... suffered from a compulsion
to verbalize ‘her most'errant thoughts, another unconscious
device for the attainment of notice and approval," ‘Deniéd
the mental and moral support that she needed from her husband
Anne turned to John Cotton, then, driven by subconscious"
needs, achieved via her divine revelations the support, notice.
and relief from anxiety'tpat she craved.zo This process

Battis indicates was complicated by Anne's biologiecal func-

-tions (pregnancy and menopause), which deepened her.neurosis.zl

20 15-13, 51-52.

Battis, Saints and Sectaries, D,

2lIbJ.d.‘;,pp. 54-55, 346, , Battis's/sources are not only
scanty but many were already obsolete wh his work was pub-
llshed in 1962 {see his blbllography) or example, he states,
"It is not by coincidence that hysterid derived its name from
the uterine function, and this exalfed state frequently bécurs

L
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Allowing-fof'variance in terminology, both Pauline and Freud-

ian paradigms of human vehavior apply monolithic standards on

<. : . ’ @

men_and women from which there is no appeal, Assuming the
e ) PP e

validity of either definition William and Anne Hutchinson were

deviants, at odds with self and society. Working withiq this -
%ontext, however, William Hutchinson bears greater responsi-
bility for the Antinomian crisis than his wifé,

The patriarchal family Bodin empha#&zed, " . . . 1is

a true image of the\commonwealth, and doTﬁitic conparable with
N .

Al

sovereign authority .+ . All will be wel 'with the common- -

,wéalth where families are properly'regulated."zg To John

among pregnant women, mystical or otherwise." .

John Wheelwright, Mercurius Americanus {London, '1645),
p. 197. It is worth noting that Battls placed great emphasis
on John Wheelwright's statement that Mrs. Hutchinson, ."In
spirituals indeed she gave her understanding over into the
-power of suggestion and immediate dictates, by reason of she
had many strange fancies, and erroneous tenets possest her,
especially during confinement, where 'she might feel some
effect too from the quality oRf humors, together with the ad-
vantage the devill took of her rondition attended with melan-
choly.” o :

, Paula Weidegar, Menstruation and Menopause (New York:
Alfred A. Knopf, 1976), pp. 19-20. 1In evaluating the effects |
of sex hormones (including physical, emotional and behavioral -
changes) on men and women at various stages of the life.cycle
she states, ™ . . o social evalnation of thése sex differences
is of critical, perhaps decisive -importance. As long as male
experience is the guide to what is.proper.and acceptable,
female differences will be seen as inferiority. This 4s the
current belief of our culture.” '

227, Bodin, Six Books of the Commonwealth, quoted in
H:‘Lll];é Society and Puritanism in Pre-Revolutionary England,
P 9.
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Winthrop the Commonwealth deveioped from, " . . . many faﬁi—_
‘lied subjecting themselves to ru;efs and‘l;iws."z3 Since the .
faﬁily was thé basic unit on which the stabilifj of phuréh _
and state depended it was the duty of a husband and father to

lead and discipline his dependents. If a woman of impeccable

>

., - _ ‘
-character, said Gouge, in Of Domesticall Duties, is married
fo,'" . « « a-man of lewd and beastly conditions, . . ." she'

ﬁust,still.-" PR éccodnt_him her superior and worthy of a

husband's honor." -

& o
» + » the eviX quality of his heart and life doth not °
deprive a’'man of that civil honor which God hath given
unto him, Though an husband “in regard of evil qual- ,
. 1ties may carry the image of the devil, yet in regard
of his place and office, he beareth the Image of God:i -
.80 do-Magistrates in the Commonwealth, Ministers in °:
“the Church, Parents and Masters 'in the Family . . .
If infidels carry not the devil's image and are not,
so long as they are infidels, vessals of Eatan, who
are? Yet wives'must be subject to [them.Z? "

(31

. The domestic relations of the Hetchinsons were a bal;
pable irritant in the Antinomian debate--a thorn that compli-
,cated the task of the opposition. Despite Winthrop's ill—

considered thrust William Hutchinson was a leading citizen in.

-

23Johri Winthrop, in A Collection of Original Papers
Relative to the History of the Colony of Massachusetts-Bay, -ed.
by Thomas Hutchinson (Boston, 1769), p. 67, quoted in Edmund
S. Morgan, The Puritan Family, Harper Torchbooks (New York:
Harper & Row, 1966), p. 144, X -

24William Gouge, Of Domesticall Dutiés (London, 163%),
p. 274 ff,, quoted in Not in God's Imase, ed. by O'Faolain and
Martines (New York: Harper & Row, 1973), p. 263, S :

.

s
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Boston. Barely sworn in as a freeman William'ﬁas elected as

a_deputy to the General’ Court—-the first of various public

‘offices he hel
tial land grants 51gn1fy his’ value to the colony, which w1th
‘his contlnued succees as ‘a mercer establlshed hlm as a man

of means. In addition he contrlbuted his share to communlty.
projects--includiné a'sua toward the establishmenf;of the
Eosten Latin School.25 ' Indeed only in his conduct toward his

wife did William Hutchinson differ with conventions. =~ ©

lf William had chosen to use his authority he could
. have restralned Anne and earhed tﬁe gratitude of church and
sptate~-~-even her supporters would ﬁaVe hesitated‘to intervene
between ﬁuebanﬁ and wife. Silenced by her husbandlAnne might -
- have'caused.as.little stir as Mrs. Oliver of Salem, who-Be—
fore her arrival in 1638, " . . . had suffered somewhat in
England for refu51ng to bow at the name of Jesus." She was,
thought Winthrop, " + « . (for ablllty of speech and appear-
ance of zeal and devotlon) ‘far before Mrs. Hutchlnson, and so_
- the fitter instrumerrt to have done hurt, but she was poor and
had little aequalntenee. 'Einm 1638 fo 16L6 discipline meted
out to her for rebukmng the elders included a’ whlpplng that

she took, "™ ... w1thout tylng, and bare her punishment w1th

4d

?5Battis, Saints and Sectaries, pp. 75-76.
Winthrop, The History of New England, I, p. 293.

1
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a masculine Sbirit. gloring in her sufferings.” In 1646 for

e

a similiar offense she, " . . .7had_a_c;ait_put—en—her—tungué

half an h0ur;"26 . ¢ _'J .

Wiiiiam's support and status in the coﬁmunity as Well
as the influenée of highly placeg friends spared .Anne the
humiliation of physical punishmént and, possibly, more serious
"qhargeé. As a nurse and knowﬁ associate of Jane.Hawkiﬂé, a
midwife, " . . . notorious for’familiérity with the devill, . .-."
theré was enough circumstantial evidence to pléce her in a '
potentially dangerous'situation.z7 Anne evaded triél for
witcheraft, but‘rumors continued to plague her in Rhode
~Island. Following @iiliam'é deafh‘in 1642, .the threat may
have been sufficiéntly disturbing tb prompt her'removal to.

Dutch territory.28

r—————

26Ibid. ] I » pp.l 281"82 L

27y inthrop, A Short Story, p. 281, ‘
Winthrop, The History of New England, I1II, p. 9.
Dudley states that Anne's relationship with Jane Hawkins, and
her conduct before and after her gsojourn in Boston, gave cause
against her, " . . . of suspicion of witchcraft.”

: /Edward Johnson, Johnson's Wonder-Working Providence
of Sione Saviour in New England 1628-1651, ed. by J. F. Jame-
~on_(New York: Barnes & Noble, inc., 1967), p. 132. Hereafter
cited as Johnson's Wonder-Working Providence. )

' 28Samuel Groome, ™A Glass for the People of New England,"
The Magazine of History with Notes and Queries, III, Extra No,
167, (1929), 14-15, According to Groome, rumors that Massa-
chusetts might bring the Isle of Acquiday within its jurisdic-
tion disturbed Anne Hutchinson, " . . . the poor molested Woman,
it's like let in Fear, . . ." decided to " . . . seek a Place

to settle upon where she and her family might live in Quiet-
ness,; « .« o dhe removed to Dutch territory. He also lndicates
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Fd_pﬂ__ﬂ__,;__f_—_é-The—presumption that William Hutchinson was a weak‘and :
" credulous husband is based in part on his statement to a dele-

gafion sent by the Boston Church to the exiles.in Rhode Island,
Phat,°“ . . . he was more nearly tied to his wife than to the
chdrcht he thought her to be a dear saint and sevvant of

aﬁod w29 But in the context of William's history in New Eng-

land it offers no clear cut ev1dence that he shared hlS wife's

religious pr1n01ples."He defended Anne's position, but major

emphasis is placed by him on the private character'of marriage--

rejecting the rlght of the church to intrude between husband

and wife., Wllllam Hutchlnson was a careful man: he kept to

the background, tended to hlS own affairs, ‘and malntalned

reasonable civil relatlons w1th the opposition. In contrast

to Fran01s Marbury's aggress1veness, or John Cotton's brll—

-t

liance, William offered his wife emotional support,_govpﬁhion—
30 _ ,

ship and freedom of conscience.

that her decision was shaped by per31stent rumors that she and
her closest female associates (Mary Dyer and Jane Hawkins) were
"Witehes." Groome believed that Anne had been hounded to her
‘death-~that the fathers of Massachusetts must share w1th the
Indlans responsibility for her untimely end.

.. ) C 29"Proceed:mgs of the Boston Church against the . Exiles,"”
: - in The Antinomian Controversy, 1636-1638 p. 392.

ya . 30Groome "A Glass for the People of New England," 14&. .,
Cof According to Groome Anne Hutchinson was purposely questioned,
- . " +« « . when her husband and friends were absent." If this is
v the case, William Hutchinson’s influence on his wife was far
greater than the fathers of the Commonwealth were willing to
acknowledge.
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_Domestié issues underline the religious and political
focus of the Hutchinson case. Considering the social impli-
cations of the radical Antinomian position the marital rela-

" tions of the Hutchinsons, pro or‘goh, hadAa tremendous impact
on the community. In his admonition to Mrs. Hutchinson for’
her denial of the resurrectibn'of the body John Cotton moves

immediately to consideration of the social implications.

. + . by this one Error of yours in denyinge the Resurrec-
tion of thease very.Bodies you doe the uttermost to rase
the very foundation of Religion to the Ground and to
destroy our ‘fayth . . . if thear be no Resurection than
all is in vayne + « « +« « « if the Resurection be past
than you cannot Evade the Argument that was prest . . .

~ that filthie Sinne of the Comunitie of Woemen and all
‘promiscuus and filthie cominge togeather of men and Woe-
men without Distinction-or Relation of Marriage, will
necessarily follow. And though I have not herd, nay-
ther do I thinke, you have bine unfaythfull to your
Husband iT hig Marriage Covenant, yet that will follow
upon it.J :

John Cotton probes ‘the social consequences of extremism from
< .
a doctrinal- viewpoint, while to Hugh Peters at a gut level
the root of infection proceeds from Mrs. Hutchinson's circum-
/ vention of her proper place'in society.
» « « «» you have stept out of your place, you have rather

bine a Husband than a Wife and a preacher than a Hearer;
and a. Magistrate than a Subject. . And so you have thought

. 31"A Report of the Trial of Mrs. Anne Hutchinson before
the Church in Boston,"” in The Antinomian Controversy, 1636-1638,

pp. 371-72.

o~ ?\ﬁ
SO LAEN
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to carry all Things in Church and Commonwealth, as you

would and have not bine humbled for this.32
As teacher, preacher and w%ge, Anne Hutc&izson (and her husband
who coﬁntenanced it} tilted head-on with the patriarchal
structure 6f politics and réligion. That in the most per-
sonal terms the credibility of both was brbught iﬁto question
was a natural attendant in a campaign to supress Antinomian

-

influence in Massachusétts.

| Teacher and Pupil

In June, 1633 John Cotton sailed on the Griffin for
New England. For twenty years he had been minister at St.

Botolph's in Boston (about twenty-four miles south of Alford).

321pid., pp. 382-83.

*Church Trial of Mistress Ann Hibbens," in Root of
Bitterness,: ed. by Nancy F. Cott (New York: E. P. Dutton &
Co., Inc., 1972), pp. 47-49, 54-55. Reprinted from "Hibbens
Transcrlpt," taken from the manuscript of Robert Keayne's,
"Notes on John Cotton's Sermons.” One might do well to com- -
pare the records of Mrs. Hutchinson's trials with testimony
rendered at Mistress Hibbens's church trial. Ann Hibbens,
wife of an influential citizen 'of Boston, was excommunicated
from the church in 1640, and later (Two years after the death
of her husband) was trled and executed for witcheraft in 1656,
Mistress Hibbens was initially brought before the church be-’
cause of the acrimonious mannér in which she had pursued her .
dispute with local joiners who had been hired to do some
‘carpentry in her home. Her husband admitted he had given
her leave to pursue the issue, though later(he had tried to
persuade her that the terms of the agreement had been faith-
fully met by the joiners that they had employed. Hibbens's
testimony provided the church with the amunition needed to
admonish Mistress Hibbens for her conduct toward her husband.

Mr. Cotton stated: g

¥

" ., . . That is to be understood when a wife speaks as the
oracles of God, according to the mind and will of God--
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In this small communify Cotton coptinued to develop his repu-
tation for, " . . . the Greatness of his Learning, his Wisdom,
his Holiness, . . ." that sécured him a place iA the forefront .
of the Puritan movement_.33 His credentials were iﬁpeccable:.
years of study at Cambridge began at Tfinity College in 1597;
in 1603 he accepted a fell&wship at Emmanuel College, a Puri-
tan foundation, where he received his M, A. in’1606; and was |
.ordained for the ministry in 1610. His brilliance and impact
" in fhe pglpit led to a series oflappoiptments as a tutor, dean,

head lecturer, and catechist. As so often . in Cotton's career

as indeed then the speech of godly women were as oracles,
and did declare the mind and counsel of God to their
husbands, and then they were to hearken to them as to God.
But that wives now should be always God's oracles to their
husband, and that the husband should obey his wife, and

not the wife the husband, that is a false principle.. .

.« o it is a sin in you at any time to transgress the will
and appointment of your husband?”

Hubbard, A General History of New England from the
Discovery to 1680, p. 574. According to Hubbard there was
little evidence to warrant a change of witchcraft against
Mistress Hibbens. She was tried and executed, he says, because
the " . . . Vox populi went sore against her, and was the
chiefest part of the evidence against.her.”" Hubbard states
that " . . . many times persons of hard favor and turbulent
passions are apt to be condemned by the common people for
witches, upon very slight grounds.”

In comparison there was far more evidence- to warrant *
a charge of witchcraft againgt Mrs. Hutchinson, but her husband

- .and strong supporters in the community limited the measures

“taken against her. Yet the eguation is clear--that a highly
emotional, outspoken and independent woman might be viewed as
subject to diabolical influences and liable ‘for labeling as a
witch. After the death of her husband, and as her popularity .
waned in Rhode Island, Anne Hutchinson might have feared (w1th
good reason) that the charge of witchcraft might Be lodged-
against her.

33Cotton Mather, Magnalia Christi Americana (New York:
Arno Press, 1972), Book III, pp. 17, 18, 20.
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/

he drew men of great birth and learhing to him as well as the
humbler sort--a fortunate circumstance that would ensure his
placs at St. ﬁstolph's long past the time of his.expectations.Bu
John Cotton's conversion experience in 1609 was a
highlight of his years at Cambridge. Exposed to Rlchard
Sibbes's _sermons he concluded that intellectual perceptlon of
doctrinal or.scrlptpral points bereft of the Spirit's light:
was a dangerous position on whiqh to build assurance of one's
spiritual estate., Struck to the heaéf.bf Sibbes discourse on,
"Neéativs Righteousness," he becaﬁe by; " . « . the G’Qz; of
God . . . a throughly Renewed Christian, and filled . . . with
a'Sacred Joy." Thereafter he preached a message that drew
both the mind and heart of -the seeking Christian. Iﬁ 1612 he
accepted a place at St.\Botolﬁh'ss three years later con-
vinced of, " . . . Evil remainiﬁg Unreformed in the Church of
Englana « + + he became a Conscientious Non- Conformlst, unto
the Unscriptual Ceremonles and Constitutions, yét maintained
by_the.Church.? For the moment most of the town sided-:.with
Cotton. Now in 1633, fleeing imprisogment Cotton left behind
him a grieving congregatiop-—none lgmented his departure

35

more than Anne Hutchinson.

3','}:Larzer Z2iff, ed., John Cotton on the Churches of New
England (Cambridge Mass.: The Belknap Press of Harvard Univ.
Press, 1968), pp. 6-7.
Mather. Magnalla Chrlstl Americana, Book III, pp. 15,

-8, 19 . _ _ ‘

BSZiff, John Cotton on thc Churches of New England, p. 8.
Mather, llagnalia Christl Americana, Book I1lI, pp. '

15-18, 20.
2
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+ « « after our teacher Mr. Cotton, and my brother Wheel-

vright were put downe, there was none in England that I

durst heare. Then it pleased CGod to reweale himselfe to

me in that of Esay 30, 20. Though the Lord give thee

the bréad of adversity, &c. yet thine eyes shall see thy

teachers; after this the Lord carrying Mr, Cotton to New

England (at which I was much troublgd) it was revealed

to me that I must go thither also.3

At some point following his installatior at St., Bot-

olph's Mrs, Hutchinson Began seeking the spititual guidance
of John Cotton. At regular intervals Anne made the tedious
journey to Boston--bringing with her ideas and questions she
had stored up during the weeks and moﬁths since her last visit.
Mr. Cotton's careful blend of intellect and spiritual sensi-
tivity drew Mrs. Hutchinson at a personal level. He seemed -
to be her counterpart--a teacher attuned to her personal per-
ception of divine will, Certainly Cotton had a catalytic im-
pact on Anne--bringing into focus ideas that had surfaced in:
the privacy of her meditations. But she was not a regular
-memﬁer of his congregation. From Ann&'s,participation in

dhurch services and meetings she derived maximum stimulation--

untarnished by routine,

o
——

The geographical distance of Alford from old Boston
compounded the natural barriers of sex and personality differ-
ences between Mr, Cotton and HMrs. Hutchinson. Later Cotton

would insist he hagd never been a close associate of hers. He

(f‘;\

knew of the good reputation of the Hutchinsons in Lincolnshire,

Pinthrop, A Short Story, p. 272,

Y

-
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At Anne's coming to Néw‘Englénd she was particularlywj" ' e

respected and esteemed, . . ." by him for® her work with women,

. + « she did much good in our town, in women's meetings
at childbirth-travails, wherein she was not only skill-
ful and helpful, but readily fell into good discourse
with the women about their spiritual estates: and there-
in cleared it unto them . . . By which means many of the
women (and by them their husbands) were convinced, that
they had gone on in a covenant of works, and were much®
shaken and humbled thereby, and brought to inquire more
seriously after the Lord Jesus Christ . . . All this

was well . . . and suited with the public ministry . . .
so as these private conferences did well tend to water
the seeds publically sown. Whereupon all the faithful
embraced her conference, and blessed God for her fruitful
discourses.37 . ' C

Cotton valued Mrs. Hutchinson in a secondary capacity--in line
with traditional patterns for women’ in the church. He recog-
nized her appeal, specificglly to her sex~-that she. would
place her teachings on a pér with the public ministry never

drossed’ Cotton's mind, -

<«

The change in her, turning to, " . . . corrupt opin-
ions .+ . . to disesteem generally the elders of the churches

« + » was long hid from mes and much longer the evidence of
i-t. |138

¢« « +» Mistress Hutchinson seldom resorted tome ., . .
And when she did come to me, it was seldom or never:
(that I can tell of) that she tarried long. I rather '
- think she was loath to resort much to me, or to con-
fer long with me, lest she might seem to learn somewhat

(

37John Cotton, "The Way of Congregational Churches.
Cleared, 1648," in John Cotton on the Churches of New England,

pP. 239.

3BIvid., p. 240,
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from me. . . I know (by good proof). she was very

careful to prevent any Jeolousy in me, that ghe should

harbor any private oplnlons, differing from the course

© of my public ministry,

Placed in a defensi?e position for his role in the Antinomian
affair Cotton ‘was eager to put a dlstance between hlmself and
'Hrs. Hutchlnson.; Clearly his readlng of their relationship
.lconfllets with Anne s'recurrent statements that, "Our teacher
knowes my Judgment, for I never kept my Judgment ffom.himf"uo
In public and private many continued to believe in New England
that Cotton, " . , . was in‘secref a Formegtor'of the Spirit
of Familism," The radical Antinomians consistently empha-
sized that whatever Cotton, " . . . Saith in publick, we
understand him otherwise, and we know whet he Saith te us in
private.ﬁhl Who was at fault? It seems evident that at least
in minor points bofh parties distorted the truth, That John
Cotton or Anne Hutchinson dellberately lled seems out of
keeplng with the character of the former or' the intent of the
latter: Possibly neither.Anne Hutchinsdn'br Jdohn Cotton were
at fault, Up to and including the civil trial of Mrs. Hutch-
inson the relationship of teacher and pupil séems to have
been based on a mutual misreading of intent.

" -~
— -

391bid., pp. 286-87,

40 Ounp Report of the Trial of Mrs. Anne Hutchinson bé-
fore the Church in Boston," p. 381,

b1

Mather; Magnalia Christi Americana, Book III, p. 21,

-~
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There is no doubt that Cotton shared with lMistress
Hutchinson initial responsibility for the religlious revival

in Massachusetts--his orders to his son to destroy materials

E

" relative to the controversy indicate the extent of *his in-

volvement.u'2 Some of his early writings bear too_close'a re-

semblance to Anne's interpretations of major theological issues
in the early stages of the Antinomian debate for mere coinci-

dence,

Hee poures out his spirit in a rich and plentiful ,
measure ., . . whence it comes to passe, that the servants
of God understand many secrets of Gods counsell ., , .

many a godly man by the same spirit discernes many. hid-
den mysteries, and meanings of the Holy Ghost in
Seripture, more than ever he could by reading or in-
struction; and many times discernes some speciall work

of Grace which inables him to fore-see some speciall
blessings . . . and so makes them of Propheticall spirits,
and bowes them to teach others also, to, lead on others

of their neighbors in the wayes of God.43

/In a second work written in the same year (1624) Cotton slipped
cloge to the edge Calvin had warned against. |

He doth usually breathe the Spirit by the breathe of his

Word; he breathes indeed where he l1lists, Ioh. 3.8, But

yet . . . doth the Spirit of Grace most gather to the

congregation of Gods people; if here EE any breath of the
_Spirit 'stirring, usually it is there: .

.

42Nathaniel Morton, New England's Memoriall (Cambridge,
England, 1699), p. 135, quoted in James F. Maclear, vThe Heart
of New England Rent," Mississippi Valley Historical Review,
XLII, (1956), 636. §

43thn Cofton, "Christ the Fountaine of Life," (1624),
g. 62, quoted in J. F. Maclear, "The Heart of New England Rent,"
39-39. ) '

. ouohn Cotton, "Way of Life,".(1624), p. 12, quoted in-
J. F. Maclear, "The Heart of New England Rent," 638, .
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These are the fruits that Mistress Hutchinsén imbibed
in her Lincolnshire home--reason enough for her to doubt that
Cotton's_later opposition to her teachings was a true reflec—‘
tion of his private judgment.~ Whatever discussions took place
between Anne Hutchinson and John Cotton in 0ld or'New-Boston
were predisposed to failure--~both éperated from opposing ends
‘of the spectrum. Cottbn's spipitual flights proceeded from
the context of a strong theological base-—anchofs(tﬂﬁt cur-
tailed the eitent of his speculation. Anne's spiritual pere-
‘érinations were tied primarily to an intuitive perception of
scriptural Fruth-;opening a limitless -expanse of possibilities,
The spiritdgl consciousness of Anne's teacher was cupped in
the intellectual restraints of the universities; his student's
" was measured in personal experience--the|immediacy of human
~ needs. That Cotton;gby his own admission, was slow to fathom_
the deﬁths of Anne's mind is evident in ‘the records of her

trial and his later recollection of events,

—

In Cotton's admonition to Mrs, Hutchinson he stated,
"+ + « I have often feared the highth .of your Spirit and being
puft up with your owne parts, and therefore it is just with
God thus to abase you."l‘L5 Even when relations betweep/jhe two
-were most cordial Cotton was uncertain of Anne's, "spiritual
estate.”

i

45"A Report of the Trial of Mrs. Anne Hutchinson
before the Church in Boston,"'p. 372.



62,

1. That her faith was not begotten nor (byﬁger relation)
scarce at any time strengthened, by public nlstry, but
by private” medltabion, or revelations only,

, That she clearly discerned her justification . .
; but little -or nothing at all, her sané¢tification: though
%, {she said) she believed, such a thlng was by plain Serip-
ture.
3. That she was more sharply censorious of?other men's-
spiritual estates and hearts, than the servents of God
are wont to be, . . . - _ ;

/
/

Quite properly Cotton had admired.Anne;s wérmth. charity and
fervor--but she was not a woman with whom he felt at ease. If
for a time they shared an alliancé\it lacked the affinity and
easy communication of colleagues pommitted to a common cause.
Her masterfulness and striving for perfectionism,’ qualities '
he might have countenanced in a colleague, Cottoﬁ found dis-
turbing in Anne. 'BJ¥Jon one point he was well on the mark.
He discerned more accurately than Anne that.she had not fully
committed herself to his spiritual guidance. Mrs. Hutchinson
turned to Cotton for_inspiration. but relied primarily for —
spiritual guidance on her, ", . .. private meditation, or re-
velations only."Lp6 It segfis evident that this pattern was

ol
PP

well established before her meeting with John Cotton.

Mrs. Hutchinson's reluctance to acknowledge that her

interpretation of scripturg éxceedéd Mr. Cotton's judgment has

added fuel to assumptions that she had undertaken her.mission
B '

for self-glorification. )

L6
léuB. pp. 2“’0""4’1.

Cotton, "The Way of Congregational Churches Cleared,

G
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. . . it was to set up your selfe in the Roome of God

above others that you might be extolled and admired and
followed after, that you might be a greater Prophites N
. + . and Undertake to eXpound Scr;pﬁgresmand-tORinteﬁé“’“”
pret oﬁher_Mens,SayingSHand'sefﬁﬁﬁg after your minde.,*7?

“Cotton's initial endorsement had spirked a warm reception for
her teachinga in Boston. Again she had réason to doubt his

change in loyalties--an affinity tSat exisfed_more in Anne's

' mind than in her teacher's. But her persistence, late into

on was

her second trial, that Co £ the same mind hurt Anne's

credibiiity.- Yet at this same pdint, fgﬁreating from compro-

mise, Anne admittedrthat, "My Judgment is not altered though

8

my. Expression alters.,”* At her civil trial she had taken the

first step by sharing her revelations with the coprt; Now*in‘-;g;Hﬁ
rejecting submission to thg church she moved definitively to-

Qard taking responsibility for a heretical movement--a process

that was not completed uﬁtil her sefflement in Rhode Iéland.h9w l
Aﬁne Hutchinson would not have been a woman of hér time if shg

had. not hesitated to accept & rolq.that woﬁld exclude her frdm.
gociety--(to many of hef contémporariés) bfinging with iﬁ the
‘certain promisg of damnation. Yet the loss of Mr, Cottons

~ confidence was, perhaps, more painful to her than thé

47“A Report of theiTrial'of Mrs,'Anné Hutchinson |
before the Church in Boston," pp. 380-8L. . .- =

48 i

LL9"Proceedings of the Boston Church against the
Exiles," p. 392. '

Ibid., p. 378. - L
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. humlllatlon of excommunlcatlon from the church and. banlshment

from Massachusetts.

=

Mr, Wheelwright and Mr. Vane

Despite hie'prominence in the Antinomian debate, John
Wheelwright, in pereonel terms takes a secondary place in the
chronology of male figures who were associates of Mrs. Hut-

‘chinson, He was educated at Cambridge University's Sidney

Sussex Cellege where he received his B. A. 1n 1614- and M.A. in

1618, CompIEfIﬁg‘unrvers1ty-Wheelmrlghtl in preparatlonﬁfer
ordination, served for a time as a deacon at Peterborough's
‘Eathedral‘ He was installed as vicar of Bilsby's Church in
'1623 50 hh artlculate.and vrgorous preacher. w1th palpable
- PUrltan afflnltles. Wheelwright apparently served his parlsh—
eloners in a satlsfactory manner unt1; hls suppression, for
reasons that remain unclear, ig 1632:@1‘ No doubt his associa-
' tiors eith'fhe Puritan movement contributed to his ﬁredicapent;
‘Durlng the Anterval that preceded ‘his departure for New :
“England 1n 1636 Wheelwr1gh¢ contlnued to propagate his vrews.
Called on for spiritual counsel by.Hansard Knollys, Wheel~

wright told the young vVicar, }ﬁter an ardent éaptist and

»

;t' ‘ Sobattis, Saints and Sectaries, Pp. 111-12. Y
5lIbid., p. -113. According to the records Wheelwrlght
was removed from his office for simony., Since his contempor-
aries appeared to dismiss the charge, it may be that this was
set.down for official purposes, ' It geems likely that Wheel-
wright was. forced tz//;thdraw because of his doctrlnal position.

- -

*



65. - )
Millenarianist, that he had erred in building his life and

52

ministry on works ‘rather.than grace.-" : e

/Zf,'A.Fast-Day Sermon, is characteristic'of Wheel—,f

wright's style then it is ﬁot surprisingithéﬁ Mrs. Hutchinsdﬁ:

found him appealing though_his infiuence on her was limited--

never touching her at so fundaméntal a level as John Cotton.
“,Merriage in 1621 with Marie Storre,edaughter of the vicar of

jBllsby and sister to the husband of Susan Hutchinson, brought

- ’_______,‘_,,
i Wheelwrlght into a_neimnnk_o§—fami11alftles with t the Hutchin- '

law}53f

e e to mlnlster unto them,"

.son clan. Later the death of Marie, and his subsequent mar;

fiegé‘with Mary, the young sister of William %;;chinson drew

" him more firmly into the family of his remarkable sister-in-

LIt can be plausibly argued by Wheelwrighf‘s‘apolow
éists that he was ‘less a leader of the Antinomian debate than‘
a victim of cireumstaﬁcesf In support of this view Mr. Cotton
points to Wheelwrlght's decision to settle in New Hampshire
rather than Rhode Island as evidence that, " . . . if he had
cleaved to the errore which Mrs. Hutchinson's eompaﬁy fell
into, he would never have‘refused their earnest invitation )

LU

Mrs. Hutchlnson S supporters

521vid.
>31bid., pp. 57, 112-13.

St Cotton, “"The Way of Congregatlonal Churches
Cleared, 1648," p.‘25l
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said Cotton, " . . . soon forsook Mr. Wheelwright (as well es
he them) when'they saw his judgment (as well as mine) against
Antinomianism, and Familism."”? In 1644,‘éfter Anne Hutchin-
son's death, John Wheelwright stated in plain terms to the

Governer of Massachusetts that in effect he had been misled.

It is the (grief) of my soul that I used such vehement
censorious speeches in the dpplication of my sermon;
or in any othér writing, . .-.—Ft-repents me that I

 did_so much-adhere to persons of corrupt judgment, to
the countenancing of them in any of their errours or
evil practices, though I intended no such thing; and
that in the synod I'used such unsafe and obscure ex-
pressiéns falling from me as a man dazzled with the
buffetings of satan, and that I did appeal from mis-
apprehension of things. 'I confess that herein I have
done very 51ﬁful%y, and do humbly crave pardon of this
honoured state.>

When Wheelwright arrived in Boston in 1636 the Antinomians
were, perhaps, at the height_gf their power. Sir Henry Vane's
~election as governor had increased the self-confidence of-the
Antlnomlans-nopenlng to them the prospect of a secure future
in Massachusetts.‘ Certalnly John Wheelwrlght had little
opportunity to probe the situation in which he found hlmself.
Even 1f he had the chance to consider his 51tuat10n at
leisure it mlght well have seemed .worth a gamble to him to
join with a pqrty in which he could play a prominent role.
However great hls 1gnorance was of the political and social
1mp11cat10ns of the Antinomian p051t10n vig-a-vis the Prepare-

,tlonlsts, there seems little doubt based on what one can

55Ib1d.. p. 286,
56W1nthrop. The History of New England 11, pp. 162-63.

-
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surmise of his doctrinal position prior to his departure from

England and his early sermone in the colony, that he was an
L3

Orthodox Antinomian. Wheelwright's, A Fast-Day Sermon, in

particular is an explicit document, rather—inmhdrmony with
__4———_'_’———_—._-—1 .

I

__Anne. Hutchinson's basic position--at least prior to her church

e '

trial. 7

4

To accept John Wheelwright's plea that he had been-
duped inﬁe coﬁntenancing, " e e s pefeons of corrupt jUdgment;
. » »" ‘one must believe that he was unaware of his sister-in-
law's dependence on personal revelations before she gave |
public tesfimony-at her civil trial.57 Drawing on Anne's
testimony, she received her divinely‘inspired revelations be-

fore she left England.. Indeed, when Mr. Cotton removed to

New England, John Wheelwright was the only minister remaining

whom she believed had been sealed with the Spirit.’° Is it
likely that Anne kept-the nature .of her revelations secret -
from a man with whom she felt the double ties of klnshlp as
well as respect for his mlnlsterlal capac1tles9 On the con-
trary, there is every 1nd%cat10n that Anne confided in Mr.’

Wheelwright--a trusted kinsman with whom she could share her -

thoughts without fear of premature exposure. Despite the.need X

571vid., p. 162.
5Bi\’inthrop, A Short Story, pp. 271-73.

4 | AN
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for caution, Anne hinted-ofﬁhe-'ipecial powers to relative
#*;___P;__,,strangerei:EEEeao;d;;o;d;ecame her adversar%es in consequences.
Mr. Bartholomew. at whose home - she stayed in London, and Mr.
Symmes with whom she spoke on board ship heard enough of Anne's
opinions to become conviriced that ‘she would’be a disturbing in-
fluence in the colony.59 Whatever reservatlons they had must
have been strongly relnforced when Anne's oldest daughter told
her companlons aboard-ehlp, "e e that she 'had a revelation
N =
that a young man in the ship shoﬂi&—be saved, but he must walk
in the ways of her mother."60 Perhaps it was aboard ship, or
later at Anne s women's meetings that Mr. Bartholomew's wife
allegedly learned that Mrs. Hutchlnson had opened her mind to
. Mr., Wheelwrlght who, " « . « was not acquainted with this way
‘\untrl‘she imparted it unto him." Since the section of testi-
mony in which this sentence is set focuses primarily on Anne's
revelations one can deduce that, "this way" referred to is in
reference to her prophetical revelations.61 Taking this into
_accouﬁt but more specifically Wheelﬁright's close personal
ties with the Hutchlnson family and, initially, strong support
: of his sister-in-law, one can reasonably conclude that at the
very least he was prlvy to Anne's'views before and durlng the

early stages of the Antlnomlan debate. !

" 59"The Examination of Mrs. Hutchinson at the Court
at Newtown," pp. 322, 338- 39. :

6018i4., p. 339. - -
61

Ibld.. p. 343.
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Inllaterjyears when Wheelwright felt cailed upon to
clarify his rolelin the Antinomian affair he set forth a
Judgement .of Mrs. Hutchinson which succeeded in justifying his
attraction to her and his repudiation of her in terms that

were understandable if not entirely éonvincing to his critics.

¥
As for Mrs. Hutchinson, she was a woman of a good w1t,
and not onely so . . . but naturally of a good judgement
too, as appeared in her c¢civil occasions; In spirituals
indeed she gave her understanding over into the power-of
suggestion and immediate dictates, by reason of which she
had many strange fancies, and erroneous tenents possest
her,  especially +during  her confinement, where she might
feel some effect too from the quality of humors, together
with the advantage the degéll took of her condltlon
attended with melancholy.

Anne Hutchinson had a considerable impact on both men and
women, Certainly her perception of "spirituals” was no more
and p0531bly less controversial than that of Samuel Gorton
and George Fox. However greatly John Wheelwright admlred Anne -
Hutchlnson s 1ntellectual abilities he would hardly have
permitted himself to be so closely associated with her in the‘

Antinomian debate if he had considered her judgement in

"7 spiritual matters seriously defective--especially during her

pregnancies which he had ample opportunity-to observe, " There
is no reason to doubt that John Wheelwright sincerely repented
his role in the Antinomian debate-;his association with a
movement that progressed to a more radical position than he

had. anticipated or could accept. But Wheelwright's judgement

62Wheelwright; Mercurius Americanus, p. 197.
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of Anne Hutchinson is suspect--it reflects his own need to
exculpate himself from an assoclatlon that had tainted his
reputation. Certainly it was acceptable t0'his contempor-
aries ond convenient for Wheelwright to belatedly character-
ize Mrs. Hutchinson's spiritual peregrinations as delusions~~r

amplified by the frailties of her sex.

On August 3, 1637 Henry Vane left Boston for the mother
country. 1In fherless than two years he had spent in Massa-
chusetts, Vane had served as govefnor. been elected as a
deputy to the-General Court;and distinguished,himseli as the
most prominent of Mrs, Hutchinson's suppor‘ters,’ Thus in this
short period,TVane, still in his early twenties, had'been
granted the hlghest honors the infant colony had to offer.

If such honors were gratlfylng to so young a man- it must also
be noted that Vane as governor had experlenced the humlllatlons

of &efeat, specifically in his efforts to' establish a secure

o
| Al

position forithe Antinomians in Massachusetts.63 For Mrs,
Hutchinson and her supporters Vane's decision to retorn to
England was a-blow--an ill omen for their future in the colony.
His precipitous departure at such a critical moment for his
party must have seemed a premature admission of defeat--a
desertion of friends who had counted on his supoort. But con-

sidering Vane's character it is likely that the former gov-

ernor, knowing he had failed to secure the advantage in

3Wlnthrop. The Hlstory of New England, I, pp. 207-8,

215-20,
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Massachusefts._believed he could press the case of his party
more effectively in England.“ﬂAs the son and heir of Sir
Henry. Vane, Comptroller of the King's Household, young Vane
had access to quarters beyond the reach of hié hard pressed

64

frieﬁds. Nevertheless it was a grievous occasion for the
band of supporters who had gathered to bid Vane farewell.
-What thé former ggvernor's thoughts were on this occasion
it is ;mpossible to say. Yet if Vane was eég;r to leave be-
hind the disappointments of his sojourn'in Boston, he would

in future prove himself a worthy advocatp for both his friends

65 ‘ .

n

and former opponents in New England.

For the Preparationists ﬁenry Vane's departure was
a wélcome relief. Most would have been in éccord with Mr.
Peter who on one océasionnéold"Vane, " . . . that before-he
came . + . the churches were in peéce."66 Mr.‘Winthrop,
returned once more to the govéfnorship, did not interrupt
his daily routine to see Vane off, though he saw to it that
his departure was marked‘by the proper deference due to hi%i
station. His absence was a telling commentary on how greatly

relations had deteriorated between the young aristocrat and

Winthrop, the seasoned veteran, who had enthusiéstically

64Ibido [ pn l?o-

. 65J. H. Adamson and H. F. Folland, Sir Harry Vane:
His Life and Times, 1613-1662 (Boston: Gambit Incorporated,
1973), pp. 119-20. Hereafter cited as Sir Harry Vane.

‘ 66

Winthrop, The History of New England, I, p. 209.
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Joined in welcoming Henry Vane to Massachusetts.in‘l635.6?
Clearly events had succeeded in tempering W1nthrop g8 enthus-
iasm %go merely stated in his Journal that, "The governour,
Nr. Vane, a w1se and ‘godly gentleman, held, with lMr. Cotton
and many others, the indwelling  of the person of the Holy

~ Ghost in a believer, and went so far beyénd the rest, as to

maintain a personal union with the Holy Ghost."®8

Whatever his private feelings, Winthrop may have
wigely cglculated that a- strong perséhal attack on Mr. Vane
might do irreparable harm to his cause at home: Yet John
Wheelwright inferred that the charge of sedition brought

against him (supposedly for A Fast-Day Sermon) was partially

activated by Winthrop's desire to, indirectly at least,

strike at Vane.

+ «+:« The inequality of observance did not proceed
"o from any effect Mr., Wh. Sermon had upon them; . . .
but from the affection which some designed to those
offices, bore to the then Governor Sr. He: Vain, who
by His noble, affable and discret carriage, ingaged
their utmost attendance; where observe the edge of
Malice, which when it dare not suppressed by fear,
openly, yet secretly it will fix, though he did not
inroll Sr. Henry amongst Familists, . . . Though he
will not say, “he was such a Sectary, yet whilst he
talks of his preferment above the following Governor,

67Ibid:, pp. 170, 235.

681b1d., p. 206,
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as an Issue_of Mr. Wh:_ Sggmon, upon his own premiSses,
h? neceagsarily infers it,

' Wheelwright's estimation of Winthrop in this regard has stiﬁ—
red little attention. But in fairness to Wheelwright it

. should be noted that Winthrop's judgement was not always even-
handed, particularly in regard to Mrs. Hutchinson., Tt must
‘have rankled Winthrop to see Vane, young in years and exper-
ience, champion a party which he believed would bring ruin to
the colony he had labéred to create. Possibly in such cir-
cumstances Winthrop might have felt justified in resorting to
measures which he would normally abhor. Taking into account,
however, Wheelwright's questidnable motives ong cannot, on
the bgsis of the evidence, determine how far Winthrop was
.willing to go in'defense of his principles, But one should
-not ignore the possibility that in this instance Winthrop's

zeal overruled his consciencé,

Writing more than éixty years later, Cotton Mather
had no reason to mask the bitter feelings Vane's support' of
the Antinomians had aroused among theufaithful in Massa-
chusetts,

His Election will remain as a Blemish to their Judge-
ment who did Elect him, while New-England remains a
Nation, for he-coming from -01d~-England, a Young Un-

experienced Gentleman, (and as young in. Judgement as
he was in Years) bys.the Industry of some that could

695:\'heelwrig;h‘t';, Mercurius Americanus, pp. 219, 227-8.
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do much, and thought'ﬁy him to play their own Game, was
presently Elected Governour; and before he was scarce
warm in his Seat, began to Broach New Tenets; and these
were agitated with as much Violence, as if the Welfare
of New-England must have been Sacrificed rather than
these not take place, But the Wisdom of the State put
a Period to his Government; necessity caused them to
undo the Works of their own Hands, and leave us =z Caveat,
that all good Men are not fit for Government,70
Clearly Vane lacked seasoning as a statesman, but he - was
scarcely a callow youth--an easy prey to Antinomian interests.
_ He compieted his formal education at Westminster School--an
institution with an excellent reputation for rigorous aca-
demic standards, Arriving at oxford at. age sixteen Vane re-
fused to take the oath of allegiance and supremacy--a manda—
tory requirement for matriculation at university.?l Thus
early Henfy Vane demonstrated the intensity of his convie-.
' tions-—the‘preeminent value he placed on the demands of con-
science. A tour of the Continent complemented by a stint in
the English diplomatic cofps in Vienna oomed Vane for a
career at court.72 But the course Sir igﬁry Vane (an ambi-
tious courtier in full conformity with the established
church) had set for his heir failed to take into account the
ydunger Vane's plans for the future. . Externally he was all
that his father could wish--brilliant, polished and well

initiated into the world of great'affairs. His return to

70
”

Mather, Magnalia Christi Americéna, Book II, p. 18,

1Adamson and Folland}.Sir Harry Vane, pp. 29, 32.

"21bid., pp. 35-36, 40-41,
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g

England, however, also seemed to increase his dissatisfaction
with the current structure and policies of the church. Like
s0 many others who sought alternatives Vane's thoughts turned
from the 0ld World to the New Jerasalem.

" Here came also one Mr., Henry Vaﬂe, + + » being called to
the obedience of the gospel, forsook the honours and
preferments of the court; to enjoy the ordinances of
Christ in purity here. His father, being very adverse
to this way, (as no way savouring the power of religion,)
would hardly have consented to his comlng hither, but
that, acquainting the king with his son's disposition
and de51re, he commanded him to send him hither, gave
him license for three years' stay here.73

The dramatié circumstances surrounding Vane's deci-
.sion was a matter for public gossip--offering an @’xcellent
opportunity for propaganda favorable to the colony. The
fathers of New England were quick to seize upon the opportun-
ity that chance had. offered. Vane's youth, later used to
suggest faulty judgement, was positively emphasized as a sign
of the Lord's blessing., Barely had he arrived in the coiony

r »

before he was admitted to membership in the Boston Church.?LF
Assured of a promising political future in the colony,. Vane,
comfortably settled with Mr. Cotton, took full occasion of

altered ‘circumstances to follow the pressing needs of con-

science. Soon he became the most conspicuous member of Hrs.

PS1pid., pp. b4-45.
Winthrop, The History of New England I, p. 170.

™Ivid, : '
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‘Hutchinson's weekly meetingé.75 The predilection of the
young aristocrat for the teachings of an obscure and aging
matron was open to distoftion. Vane's adversaries in the
colony were inclined to attribute his association with Anne
Hutchinson to tﬁe greenness of youth or, poséibly, the in-
fluence of the Devil. Distance provided for a more lurid

interpretation of their relationship: later it was rumored

in England that Vane had not only brought Anne and her friend .

Mary Dyér to the colony but had debauched them.?é

Certainly if seemed a.peculiaf association: Anne,

in contrast to her hugéggglfygg_gentlyﬂbornﬂbutiher~agéf‘sex,
and narrow circumstances made her an unlikely méntor for a
.youth of Vane's background. It is a measure of Anne's per- -
sonélity that such disparities could be.surmountedh The
contours of Anne's relationship with Vane are discernibie

but the détails are to a considerable extent a matter of
conjecture. Battis, consistent in his approach éo Anne Hut-
chinson, -believes she turned from Cotton to Vane--relying on

him as a "mental director.“?? Anne, he. suggests was flat-

tered by Vane's support whom he describes, " . . . as unstable

?5Battis. Saints and Sectaries, pp. %06-107.

?6Adamson and Folland, Sir Harry Vane, p. 118,

"7Battis, Saints and Sectaries, p. 52.
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‘as he was charming, and seriously lackipg in executive
::tbili.’cy."?8 Vane's abilities require no defehseg his career
{ in New England reflects that promise as well as his lack of

| practical gxperieqce in the exercise of political power., But
in any case, however .skillfully Vane had pressed his cause he-;"-n.
lacked the poiitical muscle--the support necessary to out-
maneuver the majority. That Vane's pefformance. on occasion,
reflects his frustration hapdly suétains Battis's prpposition

that he was unstable or deficient in executive ability. R

o

“;_#__ﬂ_,__,_Based—onﬂextstiEE_EVIEE;ggﬂggg;;F;;;;;_little to in-
dicate that at this stage Mrs, Hutchinson asﬁired to the
political leédeﬁship of the radical Antinomians--a role whiﬁh
her sex‘wopld have made'difficult, if not impossible., If
Roger Williams letter of April 16. léjé is a reliable. guage
of the situation Anne aﬁd her associates, Aéwly exiled in : '
thde Island, continued to look:to Henry Vane as the champion

of their party. SR . L

I find their longings great after Mr. Vane, although
- they- think he can not return this year; the eyes of
some are so.earnestly fixed upon him that Mrs. Hutch-
inson professeth if he come not to New, she must to
01d England, . T _ )
I have endeavored by many arguments to beat off

their desires of Mr, Vane as G.G, and the chief are

- satisfied unless he come so for his 1life, but I have
endeavored to discover the snare in that also,??

-

A
- "®1bid., p. 107.

79Roger Williams, The Complete Writings of Roger Williams,
ed.. by James Russell (New York: Russell & Russell Inc,, 1963),
VI, p. 92. This particular letter was sent to John Winthrop,
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Anne seems to have acknowledged Vane's leadership in a sphere
. 7
of‘endeawor from which she was barred But Tn my opinion it

A e
would be a mlsreadlng of the situation to assume that Mrs.
Hutchlnson ylelded to .Vane, a man young .enough to be her son,
the dlrectorshlp of her mental llfe. wglghlng the evidence

I suggest that the relationship of Amne Hutchinson and Henry

* Vane proceeded from a spiritual'basisé-the mutual affinity

of ' charismatic personalltles who shared a 51m11ar spiritual
v151o€\\‘iﬁ is entlrely conSLStent with this view that Roger
Wllllams, well informed of the Antinomian crisis in Massa-
oﬂusetts and burdened Witb the presence of.both Anne Hutchin-
‘son and Samuel Gorton in Rhode‘Island; feared that the addi-

%1on of Henry Varie to the situation might create a catalytic

- reactlon--the resurgence. of a movement beyond his  ability to

| -_dlsturblng 1mpact g&,the colony.

Ll

8o Rhode Island was far more vulnerable to such a

control.
‘pr0p051tlon than -the nelghborlng coloriies. - For 1f Anne Hut—
chinson prov1ded ;he splrltual 1nsp1ratlon for the radlcal

Antlnomlans.‘Henry Vane possessed the qualities -and position

to serve (in the proper situation) as its political executor.

»

R which mlght account for’ the rather aloof tone that W1lllams

took toward the Antlnomlans. : - e

‘80 ward 1. Chiapin,, ed., Documentary History of Rhode'
Isiand {Providence, 1916), 1I, pp. 25, 0. .Although Willlams's
opinion of Mrs. -Hutchinson fluctuated he was a friend. of- Vane,

. whom he says shared respon51b111ty with him for securing

Aquidneck Island from Miantinomu, . He knew them both well
enough to.believe (despite his friendship with VaneJ ‘the’
former governor's presence would have a momentous and possibly

¥
o oL - ) i
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. “Reproached for allegedly bringing dissention to .the

churches of New Englénd Vane replied, " « . » that the
(light) of the gospel brings a sword, and the children of
the bondwoman would persecute those of the freewoman."81

Considered in the broad context of Vane's spiritual develop-

' : V. . .
‘ment, so painfully recorded in his later writingas, it seems

reasonable to conclude‘tpat“in.this particular statement he
repudiated the spiritual fitness of his adversaries to guide

the Lord's faithful remnant in the wilderness.82 ‘Despite

‘Vane's youth he was hardly a neaﬁhyteﬁinvhiﬁmSPiritual life.

At fourteen Vane, unassisted by the external formule of

" 84 throp, The History of New England, I, p. 209,

. ] . .
82Adamson and Folland, Sir Harry Vane, pp. 329-30.

Vane's religious writings, The Retired Man's Meditations
‘(London, 1655), Two Treatises:s Epigtle General to the
Mystical Bo of Christ and the Face of the Times (London,
.-1662), and A Pllgrimage into the Land of Promlise (London,
" 1664), should be exam%ned in reiation to the Antinomian de-
. bate, specifically the’ theological issues raised, as well as
"the political and social ‘implications. For example, Vane's

opinion of those who have been .spiritually reborn for the-
first time may be, at least in,?art, a reflection of his
attitude toward the Preparationists in New England. In sum-

garizing hig views, Adamson and. Folland state,

"The devil, he says, takes little %hought for those who
- have -experienced neither the first nor the second
-gpiritual coming, for they are his without reaching.
» « s « His real opportunities therefore lie among men who,
" having experienced the first asoming, feel assured in
~ thelir blessedness, As king of this world, the devil
. gives them success, pdwer, and tyranny, while the true
seed are. persecuted and hounded even to death. . . ..
.- Vane . . « cannot keep out the tone of bitterness.
~ Those who have merely the perfection of the first Adam,
" pretending to saintship in their seats, of magigtracy
and power, eénforcing their personal widl by warrant of
the scriptures, the outer world devoid of inher illum--
ination, make themselves absolute arbiters of religious
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réligion, had experienced fhe-gift of God's free grace.a3
Vane's conversion experience, his first rebirth tﬁrough the
immediate witness of the Holy Spirit, Qas the turning‘point-
in his spiritual life. For Vane it wéé the first of threée
progressive stages of spiritual rebirth. In the third.and
final stage he divided the tfuly elect into a higher and a
ylgwer-order--eachHQf ﬁhich were granted a corresponding in-

fusion of the Holy Spifff;a&w_

Perhaps Vane's conception ogtgﬁir;?ﬁal evolgtion
seems comparable on the surfabe to Shepard'é?mfonmexample,
description of preparation, But this is-hardly thénéasez
According to Vane the first level of spiritual rebirth~pr$:"”
vides a conditional promise of election~-restoring man to
Adam's state befdre the fall.85 At this level, men, par-

* tidﬁiarly in.positioﬁs of power, are apt to propagate evil
in the name of godliness--confusing external conformit; to

God's law, sanctification.'as signs of election.a6 Overall

controversies, With the formal Bible in one hand, the
sword .in the other, they determine what are heresies
and blasphemies, and trample under their feet the
spiritual seed.” Y
83pdamson and Folland, Sir Harry Vane, pp. 31-32.
Rufus M. Jones, Spiritual Reformers of the Sixteenth
and Seventeenth Centuries (Boston: Beacon Press, 1959), p. 272.

84Adamson and Folland,,Sir Harry Vané, p, 443,
851bid., p. 328. (
. 8 6 .

'Ibid. -
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he believed that both sectarians and the orthodox, including
it is likely the churches of New England, were held in the
bondage of the first covenant. Man's salvation, he affirms,

is dépendent on moving from the first or external covenant to

o experiencing the second coming of Christ in the soul.87 This

apparently elitest blend of Calvinism and mysticism is miti-
gated by emphasizing that spiritual progression to the second
leVQI is essentially voluntary~-actively sought for by the

children of the light.%8

The truly justified, the blessed

of Christ, are found among every nation and creed.89 There-
fore 1t folloWs that salvation is entirely a matter between
man and God--independent of church organization or éffiliation.
The twice born though eternally justified are neitﬁ;r. Lt
_godded'with God nor Christed with Christ.n" Yet.théy Are set
apart from the ordinéry run of mankind-~cleansed ofréll sin

they had or might commit and removed from the judgement of

"”w._ any man.90 In the third and final stage of spiritual evo-

i&tign a remnant.of the elect, purified and incapable of
evil, afé“brgught into a close fellowship with Christ: the

lesser portionlﬁf“tgié division are accorded the state of

®’1bid., pp. 328-29.
BBIbidl » ppl 326"28.
891vid., p. 329.

7The Retired Man's Meditations (London, 1655),
quoted in Adamson and Folland, Sir Harry Vane, p. 329,

- .
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angels and fhe higher are granted equal friendship with
Christ.?Y To the most blessed of the elect Christ reveals
the shape of his kingdom on earth, whicﬁ they are to labor
for and bear witness to until’his second coming in the

flesh.92

Vane's religious writings are generally considered
complex, disjointed and difficult to understand. But what-
ever his shortcomings as a theologian his definition of
gpiritual rebirth and certain expectation of the millennium}
which Vane believed in the end would be peacefully effected
by the intervention of Christ, were the sure anchors of pis
spiritual lifre, 2> Drawing on his writings; however, the
details of Vane's spiritual life were constantly reshaped,
refined and altered--an 6ngoing process of evolution that
contﬂdued-throughout his life. Véﬁe‘smsgjourn in New Eﬂgland
was part of that process--a remarkable oppogzaﬁityxjo put to
the fest ideas seeded in his earliest youth, As a friend of
such disparate personalities as.John Cotton, John Wheelwright
and Anne Hﬁtchinson it is likely that Vane was moved by
their enthusiasm and contribut?d to it. In this highly

charged situation, the constant cross-fertilization of ideas,

91

Adamson~and Folland, Sir Harry Vane, p. 443,
- »
921bid., pp. 328-31. :

v P1pia., p. 331
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particularly between Mrs. Hutchinson and the young governor,
who shared a strong spiritual affinity, may have played a

part in splintering the Antinomian party—Fmoving Anne to a

A

more radical position. Indeed, if one considers Vane's con-

duct in New England and his religious writings as a mature
reflection .of views developed in his youth, he may have been
" the author of or disseminated some of the elghty~two errors
fcondemned by a synod of ministers representing the churches
of New England on August 30, 1637) that were attributed to

Anne Hutchinson, John Wheeiwright and even Samual Gorton.gy

Yet Vane was spared a formal accusation, though the
bitterness that lingered against him in Massachusetts indi-
cates he may possibly have been held guilty of .more than
appeared in the record. Political considerations may have
spared Vane the kind bf charges brought against thn Wheel-
wright and Anne Hutchinson. Few would have wished to per-
manently élienaté Vane's friendship for Mﬁgsachusetts'or
creatq-more disturbing ripples in exalted circles at home,
Equally Vane's prominence in the Antinomian affair, his un-
deniable affinity for Mrs. Hutcljinson may have preveﬁted
the chafge of witcheraft from being brought against her.
lMost certainly such a charge would, at least indirectly,
have implicated the former governor and very likely have

moved him to the most strenuous efforts on her behdlf.. It

r

.

ok

Winthrop, A Short Story, pp. 219-47.
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would be a mistake to underestimate the importance of the
relationship of Anne Hutchinson and Henry Vane: both had
turned ffom Anglicanism to Puritanism and been disappointed;
both took a iiteral approach to Millenarianism--living in
expectation of Chrigt's second coming; both ended their lives
as Seekers--developing a personal religion'fhat was incom-
patible with institutional religion or the seets.95 The
exact dimensions of their relationship must remain uncertain,
but it seems to have left its mark on both of them. At the
- end oflhis life, Vane, rejec£'pg the reformed cﬁurches as
the enemies of the inner light} and conscious of continuing
religious disputes in New England, beliede that the finai
battle between thé, " . « » serpent and the woman's seed,

e o« " would be fought in America.96

e

Crystalllzatlon

One major authorlty ‘on the llfe of Anne Hutchinson
believes her conversion proqeeded in two primary stages:;#
indoctrination in Puritan tehets by John Cotton at some point
between 1615 ‘and 1629, with“emphasis on the latter period;
movement from his interpfetﬁjion of doctrine, " . . . to her

own extreme and mystical statement, . . ." between 1630 and

»

Pl

9SAda.mson and Folland Sir Harry Vane, p. 207.
Chapin, Documentarv Hlstq_y of Rhode Island, II,

PP. 51 52, ;

96‘1‘wo Treatlses: Eplstle General to _the
Mystlcal Body of Christ and the Face of the Times (London,
1662), quoted in Adamson and Folland, Slr Harry Vane,
Pp. " 444-45 : |

T,
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1631, 1In his Opinion her enthusiasm in New England reflects
the fever of the newly converted, Secondly he assuﬁes that
if she had held such opinions for an extended period in the
mother country she would have resorted to actions that,

" e e . would_havelbrought her notoriety, if not leéal appre-
hension," Since he notes there is no evidence, " , ., , of
irregularify of doctrine or conduct on her part before she

left England, .. . ." we must assume that her ideas were of

a relatively recent origin.g?

The harsh conditions of daily life in the colony
created optimum conditions for the §gneratioh of religious
enthusiasm. Captain Clap, a simple man and no friend of Mrs.,

Hu inson, describes men and women who had learned to walk

bl

warlly in England swept up in the intense excitement of a

spiritual revival.
‘ 1

The Lord Jesus Christ was so plainly held out in the
Preaching of the Gospel . . . and the absolute Nec-
essity of the New Birth, and God's holy Spirit in those
Days was pleased .to accompany the Word with such Effi-
cacy upon the Hearts of many; that our Hearts were
taken off from 0ld England and set upon Heaven. The
Discourse, not only of the Aged, but of the Youth also,
.was not, How shall we go to England? . . . but How
shall we go to Heaven? Have I true Grhce wrought in
my Heart? Have I Christ or no? O how did Men and
Women, young and old, Pray for Grace, beg for Christ
in those Days; and .it was not in vain.9 ' ‘

o

9?Battis, Saints and} Sectaries, pp. 44-435,

980apt. Roger Clap, Memoirs of Capt. Roger Clap (Boston,
1731), pp. 20-21,

» | ga.
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»

Moved to a sense of sin, Captain Clap wrestled with his con-

scilence for a sign of his salvation.

In my saddest Troubles for want of a clear Evidence
of my good Estate, I did on a Time Examine my self upon
my Bed in the Night, concerning my spiritual Estate;
putting my self upon this Trial, How my Heart stood af-
fected to Sin? . . . At that Time my conscience did
witness to me that my State was good:. And God's holy
Spirit did witness (I do believe) together with with
my Spirit, that I was a Child of God; and did fill my
Heart and Soul with such a full Assurance that Christ
- - was mine, that it did so transport me as to make me cry

out uBon my Bed with a loud Voice, He is come, He is
come,?? -

In this environment Mrs. Hutchinson began to teach--
wofking to open stony hearts for the rééepti§n of God's free
grace, Her fervor was‘contagibus, but not unmarked by'a care-
ful concern for self—ﬁreservation. Although Anne could be
‘indiscreetloo the perilous course she steered in Boston was
marked.by caution as well as daping._ John Winthrop consid-
ered her a practiced dissembler who, "', ., . had learned ﬁer

101 So—successful.was Mrs. Hutchinson in

.skil in England."
maintaining her position that said Cotton the errors of which
she was suspected, " . . . were not fastened personally upon
~her: nor had we‘any two witn%sées,‘thatlwbuld affirm fo us

LS

that she did broach or maintain such errors or heresies, ., . ."

~ ivid., p. 25.

lOO"The Examination of Mrs. Anne Hutchinson at the
Court at Newtown," pp. 322, 338, 339.

lOlWinthrop, A Short Story, p. 263.

n
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until the general court sentenced her to baniehment.102 In-

deed Mrs., Hutchinson's testimony was the primary instrument

in securing her suppression in Massachusetts.

.« « then this place in Daniel (6.4,5,) was brought
unto me and did shew me that though I should meet with
‘affliction yet I am the same God that delivered Daniel
out of the lion's den, I will also deliver thee. - :
Therefore I desire you to look to it, for you see this
scripture fulfilled this day .. . I desire you that
as you tender the Lord and the church and commonwealth
to consider and look what you do. You have power over
my body but the Lord Jesus hath power over my body and
“soul, and assure yourselves thus“much, you do as much
as in you lies to put the Lord Jesus from you, and if
you go on in this course you begin you will bring a
curse upon you, and your Bosterlty, and the mouth of
the Lord hath spoken it.l

_ ‘In this extraordinary statement Anne castigated a
people whom she felt had betraye& the spirit of colonization.
At a personal level the force of it reflects frustratlons
that had developed for a considerable perlod. In England
Anne had accepted the necessity for concealment, The Hut-
chinson's had been, "well beloved," in their native thn.lou
In contrast to her lot in Massachusetts Mrs. Hutchinson was

not kept under close surveillance in Alford. Therefore

Anne was relatively free to disseminate quietly her opiniong

_ Cotton "The Way of Congregatlonal Churches
Cleared 1648 ". pp. 282-83.

103"The Examﬁhatlon of Mrs. Anne Hutchinson at the
Court at Newtown," pp. 337- 38

' louCotton. ""The Way of pongregaxlonal Churches
Cleared, 1648," p. 238, .
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within thé intimacy of her circle. The conditions in New
England, higher expectations and the impetus of a spiritual
revival altered the case. Here the ideas Anne had considered
in England and experimented with as a teacher and p;ophetess
in her Boston home demanded open expression. ?he religious
consciousness of Aﬁne Hutchinson was constantly engaged iﬁ a
précesé of evolution., Transportation to Massachusetts, and
the shock of public trialg substantially speeded uﬁ the pro-
ces;--one that continued unqﬁated in her exilé in Rhode

Island.

In my opinion the testimony of Anne's life and the
reports of her contemporaries tend to indicate that her con-
version -to Puritanism and a mystical appréachéto religious
experience developed simulataneously and at alrelatively
early.point in}her life. Unquestionably Mr, Cotton inspired
Anne and sharpened her perspective-~that he bears primary
responsibility for her conversion to Puritan tenets seems un-
likely., John Cotton in his long experience of Anne Hutchin-
son’remembered her best as a woman much given to her own mind. ,
If she had remained in England she might have lived and died
unknown in her Alford home, or, had she survive§ to the Civil
War, cut a consi@erable'figure ip the religious debates 6f

the périod.

»

_ At some poizt following John Cotton's leave of absence
from St. Botolphis and departure for New England Nrs. Hutchin-

‘son reached a critical’point in her religious deﬁelopment.

-
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When I was in old England, I was much troubled at
the constitution of the Churches there, so farre, ag I
was ready to have joyned to the Separation, whereupon
I set apart a day for humiliation by my selfe, to seeke
direction from God, and then did God discover unto me
- the unfaithfulnesse of the Churches, and the danger of
them, and that none of”those Ministers could preach the
- Lord Jesus aright . . . . . . after I had begged this
light a twelve moneth together, at last he did let me
see how I did oppose Christ Jesus, and he revealed to
mee . . . the Atheisme of my owne heart, and how I did
turne in upon a Covenant ,of works, and did oppose’
Christ Jesus; from which time the Lord did discover.to
me all sorts of Ministers, and how they taught, and to
know what voyce I heard, which was the voyce of llosesj
“which of John Baptist, and which' of Christ; the voyce .
. of my beloved, from the voyce of strangersi and thence-
forth I was the more careful whom I heard.l05

Forewarned that she would suffer affliction in New England
Mrs. Hutchinson prepared to act in accordance with the voice
of the Lord's, " . . . own spirit-to my spul."106 ﬁer posi-
tion was absolute-~nothing less than complete severance with
the Mother country. Later as she viewed the starkness of new
Boston she confided to Mr. Bartholomew the depths of her
trust, specifically that, ", .-. if she had not a sure word
that gﬁgland should be destroyed her heart would shake.,” In
this at least she was-in‘agreement with Mr. Hooker Qho had
prediéted England's destruction prior to his departure for
the colony. 107 ‘ '- ‘

-

-

[

205%inthrop, A Short Story, pp. 271-72.

106"The Examination 8f Mrs. Anne Hutchinson at - the
. Court at Newtown," p. 337.

[

1971vi4., pp. 338-339.
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C%

<Copsidéred supérfiéially Anne's tale of her spiritual
labors, her absolute faith and her conviction that Eﬁgland was
doomed seems.compatible enough with Puritan thﬁghtL Even her
remarks that she was ready to turn'Separatist if she ‘had re- |
mained in England dovetailed with the de facto policy of sep-
aration from the Churchlog;quland that was implemented in
'Massaéhusgtts.. But takéﬁ*ééﬁa whole Anne's confessions raise
~ sgrious questioﬁs about the nature of her conversion to Puri-
tanism, Abandoning the'Anglicanism of her father, Anne had
embraced the mystlcal strain in Pﬁsﬁtan piety--an affinity
"deepened by private meditation and her 1at’f expgsure to
Mr. Cotton. The supression of John the;wright and the de-
parture of John Co(fg% initiated her éompiete dependence on
prophetical biblicism. By immediate r%velatipn she was .
granted the po&e. to discern who spoke with the voice of her

108

.Lord or, " . . . the spirit 6f antichrist.” Folloﬁing this -

f_traln of thought Anne conflrms that she had to leaVe the
 'Mother‘country for there was nbne to preach to her the pure
word of God. Plainly Mrs. Hutchinson dlelBsed the Puritan
ministry'iﬁ her homeland in favor.of settlement in a remote
colony and contact w1th one or two ministers whom she felt
spoke trutg§3 Anne's-relationship to the Puritan movement is

entlrely selective-~-a matter of - personal deflnltlons and

human-afflnltles.
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As Mrs}lhnmhlnson 's case unfolded in Hassachusetts
her natural afflnaty with the sectaries and the frallity of
-her connection w1th the Purltan movement per se was detini-
tively establlshed at her trial by the.Beston Church in
March, 1638. 'In a fashion reflective of her literal approach
to  Bible exegesis Mrs, Hutchineon/tentatively prqbed doc-
trinal issues that are fundamental to the existence oY es-
tablished Christianity. Reflecting on:the pord;s eu?se‘oh
‘Adam and his seed Anne epened her mind to‘ihe'brethfep,

" « + + that is how a Thinge that is Immortally miserable

-

“ can be immortally haﬁpie." The Lord, said Mr. Cotton, -
) _ e
"+ « . that makes miserable can maké ug happy." Then said

Anne, "I desire to hear God speak this and noicpan. Sheﬁ;ﬁe;g

whear thear is any Scripture to ﬁrowe'it,thai speake§“f§§§€l9?
, : ’ " - o

Progr9851vely Mrs. Hutchxnson brought into questlon

the exlstence of heaven and hell; the resurrectlon Qf the

body; and the=1mmortallty of the soul. which she referred to

ALY

as, ".. .« ndthlng but nght." Qulmlnatlng her inquiry she

verged on predlctlng the 1mm1nency of:Christ's_Second'Comihg.
PO R ]

Mr. Cotton. I would aske our sister this Questlon,
whéther the Soule Body and spirit be not Immortal 1
Peter 3.19.- _
Mrs. Hutchinson. ‘It is more than I knew, How doe we
prove that both soul®e and body.are saved? .

g

4
R ]

before the -Church in Boston,” pp, 354-356. parently MNrs.
Hutchinson believed that’ the Lord's curse ondAdam ani his seed
which provided for the-dissolutionment of the body, méant.that
both body and soul were condemned to eternal annlhlletlon.

- P
'

109"A Report of the Trlal of ‘Mrs, Angs ﬁufchinson

R
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e ‘ e Q
Brother Wilson. I pray God kepe your -hecle body soule ~(
and body may be kept blamless to Salvation. '
Mrs. Hutchinson. It is sayd they are kept blameles to
the comin® of Christ Jesus not to Salvation.
Brother Wilson. What doe we mene by the Cominge of
Christ Jesus?
Hrs. Hutchinson. By Cominge of Christ thear he meanes
his cominge to us in Union.

By inference at least lMrs. Hutchinson posed the possibility
that the.ceming of Christ in union fulfilled the promise of
the redemption--the ultimate goal of Christianity. Cotton's

response was a direct and astringent rebuttal,

-+ « .+ the other Thinges that you hould of the liortal-

letie of the Soule by Nature, and that “hrist is not

united to our Bodies: and that the Resurrection spoken

of a2t his appearinge is ment of his appearinge to us

in Union, thease are of dayngerous Consequence . . . .
1f this be sce than let us eate and drinke for to-

morrew we shall dye . . ., let us nayther fear Hell nor

the losse of Heaven . . . what need we care what we
speake, or doe, hear if our Soules perish and dye like
beasts, . .

John Cotton recognized that the issues Anne raised were ques-
tions,” and not positive statements of personal convietion.
But that a woman of Mrs. Hutchinson's standing had voiced
such ideas would spread them, " . . ., like a Leprosie, and

. infect farr and near, and will eate out the very Bowells of
Religion."llp He had begun to discern in lirs. Hutchinson's
dependence on divine revelation the same potentialities that
John Winthrop had labored to impress at her civil trial, that

Mrs. Hutchinson's religious enthusiasm might serve as the

-

' llo"A Repoft of the Trial of lirs. Anne Hutchinson
before the Church in Boston," pp. 354-63, 371-73.



93,

instrument for violent revolution--similar to that of the
Munster Anabaptists in sixteenth.century Germany.

These disturbances that have come among the Germans have

been all grounded upon-revelations, and so they that

have vented them have stirred up thelr hearers 1o take

up arms against their prince and to cut the throats one-

of another, . . . and whether the devil may inspire the

same into their hearts here I know not, for I am fully 111

persuaded that Mrsg., Hutchinson is deluded by the devil.~”

Anne's church trial tends to confirm that her grasp of

doctrine was less extensive than expected of a woman in her
position. And this seems less a matter of inadequate educa-
tion than predetermination on Anne’'s part to ignore or discard
facéts of established Christianity that complicated her pur-
pose--seeking -the pure simplicity of the Apostalic Age.. In
such terms Anne's driginal conversion to Puritanism was a
highly seleetive and personalized process-~unconsciously per-
haps a substitute for a morgrradical break with established
religion. Anne's pattern of religious development 1s similar
to that of the Seekers who abandoning formal religious af-

filiations waited in expectation of the light. Both the Seek-

ers and Familists (Family of Love) 12 would prove fruitful to

: lll"The Examination of Mrs. Anne Hutchinson at the

Court at Newton," p. 343.
1124511, The World Turned Upside Down, pp. 22-23.

Henry Niclaes, founder of the Familists or Family of Love, was
born in Munster; allegedly he was a friend or in contact with
Several early leaders of the Anabaptist movement (a2 term
loosely applied to include various sects of the Protestant
left) in Gerfiany and Holland. The Familists emphasized the
following points: That mankind could attaln Adam's state, be-
fore the fall; that men could only understand the Bible through

e ———
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the Quakers. Significantly many of Anne's most devoted sup-
porters would find fulfillment in the Quaker movemen‘t.113 In
1676, in a tract secretly printed in England, Samuel Groome

linked Anne and her movement to the Quakers--something that

Roger Clap had long since discerned.lle

A

And many of them would presume 1o Preach in private
Houses, both lien and Women, much like the Quakers.

They would talk of the Spirit, and of Revelations by
the Spirit without the Word, as the Quzkers do, talk of
the light within them.115

~

There isho doubt that in 0ld or New England Hrs. Hut-

-

. = . . .
chinson was receptive %%;seﬁtarlan ideas. To one extent or

another she had been exposed to and influenced by Brownists,

Seekers, Familists, Millenariané, Gridletonian5116

117 Later in England during the sixteen forties and

A

and Gor-
tonists.

the indwelling light of the Holy spirit in them; that Heaven
and Hell were experienced in this 1life and not in the next.
Niclaes also believed that preachers should be itinerant, and
that property should;be held in common. The Familists were
concentrated in Ely, East Anglia and the north of England.

' lljJames ¥, Maclear, "The Heart of New Englaqg,Rent,"
Mississippi Valley Historical Review, XLII, (1956),651.

lluGro_ome, wA Glass for the People of New Eﬁgland,"qi2.

115Clap. Memoirs of Capt. Roger Clap, p. 33 %
ll&Thomas Sippell, Zur Vorgeschichte des Quakertums
(Giessen, 1920), quoted in Hill, The World Turned Upside dovmn,
pp. 65-67. The following doctrinal tenets are selected from 2
series of fifty charges brought against Roger Brearley, curate
2+ Gridleton, in Yorkshire, and his congregation in 1617.

Brearley is credited as the founder of the Gridletonians.

»(1) a motion rising from the spirit ig meore to be rested
in than the word itself; (2) it is a sin to believe the
Yord . + . without a motion of the spirit; (3) the child
of God in the power of grace doth perform every duty well,
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fifties Anne's Millenarian expectation and doubts-would be

openly éxpressed and strongly advanced. *Many would agree
. /:_‘:‘.. N

' with John Bunyan /and John Tillighast that the ‘millennium would

118 Bt the

arrive before the passing of their generation.
issue is not that iirs. Hutchinson's views were respectable or

representative of a substantial minority in 0ld or-New England.

that to ask pardon for failing in matter or manner is a
sin; (7) the Christian assured -ean never commit a gross
sin; (1%) a soul sanctified must so aim at God's glory,
. as ‘he must never think of salvation; (33) 2 man having
the spirit may read, pray or preach without any other
calling whatsoever; (38) neifher the preacher nor they
.pray for the Xing . . . They Xnow not whether he be
elected or not; %46) they cannot have more joy in heaven
than they have in this life by the spirit.~
Brearly also believed that mankind could master sin
and Ifree itself from death and Hell. ‘ , >
William C., Braithwaite, The Beginnings of Quakerism
(London, 1912), see chapters I and 11 for further information
* on the relationship of the sects to the Quaker movement.

ll?Johnson, Johnson's Wonder-Working Providence, p. 3L.
Johnson claimed the Gortonists denled, " . . . the Humanity of
Christ, and most blaphemously and proudly professe themselves
10 be personally Christ.® .
. Wirthrop, The History of New England, I, pp. l41-45,
See his account of Gorton's tenets. He states in part:
"+ . » that in the church there was nothing now but Christ,
so that all ordinances, ministers, sacraments . .. were
but men's inventions for show and pomp . . .- He s2id also
that 1f Christ lived eternally, then he died eternally . . .
nhe held that Christ was incarnate in Adam, and that he was
the *mage of God.wherein Adam was created,. amd that the
chief work and merit.was in . . . his incarnation, in that
he became such a thing so mean . . . he condemned and
rgviled magistracy . . . yet being examined he would ack- .
nowledge magistracy to be an-ordinance of God in the
world as marriage was,.viz. no other magistracy but what
was natural, as the father over his wife and children."
- Mather, Magnalia Christi Americana, Book III, p. 1l2.
According to Mather, Gorton held: -
" . . . Christ was but a shadow and Figure of what is done
in every Christian . . . man's losing of God's image was
the Death of Christ . . . Baptism they called Vanity and
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More to the point, when ﬁid Anne deve}ép serious doubtslrela;‘
.?ivé to the fundamental doctrinal i§$ugs that she raiseq ét. .
_her church trial? Did she lie, as'the'éﬁuréh-aliégéd, when.
she stated, " . . . I did not hold'any of thease Thinges béfore
my Imprisoqment, .;. ."ll? This‘particular_Charge did fuch
to éway opinion in favor ;f Aﬁn@'g excommunication from the

120 ' \

Boston Church, -y

-

From November 1637 until her church triaEZZ;_;;;EB‘*Q

@ : .-
1638 Mrs. Hutchinson was kept in durance 2t the home of Joseph

Wweld in Roxbury.' Pregnant, sequestered from-family or friends

and subjected to constant examination and pejorative sermoniz-

121

ing Anne was thrust entirely on her own resources, It was

~

’

Abomination . .. Gortorn . . . degenerated into such a
Beast, that . . . he declared . . . there is no Happlness
to be expected but in this Life; and he would advise his
Followers, To make much of ‘themselves, because they must ,
have no-more than what they should enjoy in this World."
The Gortonists, Gridletonians, Familists and>the like
. shared much in common, . But the Gortonists, in my opinion, to
an-undetermined but important-extent influenced the radical .
Antinomians in the.latter stages of the movement in HMassachus-
etts, and particularly in Rhode Island. Certainly the tone
and substance of the issues Mrs., Hutchinson raised at her
_church trial seem %o indicate some association with Gorton.

118

Hill, The World Turned Upside Down, p. 78.

119"A Report of the Trial of Mrs. Anne Hutchinson be-
fore the Church in Boston," p. .372.

lzoCottdﬁ. "The Way of Congregational Churches Clearked,
.1648," pp. 283-84, ‘
lElWinthrop, The Historv of New England, I, pp. 271-72.
. Charles Francis Adams, Jr., Three Episcdes of [lassa-
chusetts History (Cambridge, Mass.: The Riverii?e Press,
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an environment designed to bring-ier to repentance; and one

in which doubts that Anne had previousiy considered'apd sup-
pressed rose to the surface. _That it was repugnant to the
church that Anne developed'such doubts while‘ugder its_control
is evident,'but both her statement and demeanof.at her trial

seem tao confirm that this was the case. Anne's teﬁtativeness,

-

1896),-1I, .p.. 535 ' ) -
Battis, Saints and Sectarles, Dp. 5& 55, 346-48, There
is some controversy concerning whether lrs, Hutchinson was or
was not pregnant at her civil and church itrials (November 1637
and March 1 38). lacking sufficient evidence to the contrary,
I tend to agree with Adams that she was pregnant, at least
preceeding her church trial. 1In support of this I have drawn
on the testimony of Dr., John Clarke who states that Anne asked
him to attend her some six weeks before the expected bermlra-
tion of her pregnancy flate July, and early August 1638).7
think it is unlikely that a woman as experienced in these
matters as lirs. Hutchinson woulds have confused her symptoms or
miscalculated the duration of her pregnancy. Countering this
proposition, Battis, with the support -of Paul A. Younge, ii.D.
belleves that Anne did not become .pregnant until April, 1638
He su\marlzes: \

K

“lrs. HutchlnSOn was not pregnant at the time of her trial
in November, 1637, nor did she become pregnant for at
least five months thereafter. . . .

‘Mrs. Hutchinson's behavior during this cruc1al
period can be explained largely in terms of menopausal
symptoms. She was ngy¥ forty-six years old . . . Women
in this stage of life are especially susceptible to
uterine growths . . . For twenty-five years Mrs. Huich-
inson had undergone a-continuous cycle of pregnancies,
deliveries, and lactations, while simultanéously bearing
"the heavy cares of rearing a large family. A woman
suffering the anemia attendant on such an obstetrical
history, subjected at a critical physiological period to
extreme mental stress would almost certainly experilence
severe menopausal symptoms including neurotic manifesta-
tions, Under these conditions such aspecis of the delu-
sional system which Mrs. Hutchinson may hitherto have
entertalned 1nwardly could have been forced into open
~expression. o/

. Battis has an unfortunate tenderff®y to infer that the «
.normal physiological cycles of-women have an abnormal result-
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respansiveness to the well-ordered ‘arguments of others, 1ill-

-

preparedness in defending her position and recantation of

her doubts (both verbally and in writing) all point to the

!
concluSion that she had not had an opportunity to think through

. the issues or discuss them in advance with others. 0On the

other hand, if rééantation,had been a ploy of Mkrs. Hutchin-
son to escape excommunication she would have had to renounce
her revdlations to lend it credidilify. Yet she did not do
so--placing herself in an untenable positioh ﬁhaﬁ speags ai:3
the more strongly for her sincerity. Whatever Anne's doubts,
they @ere-not-fully deﬁeloped or absolutely resolved at her

church trial.

That Anne had raised these issues in the first

.
-

to 2 certain extent induting mental illness. On at leasi one
occasion he states that it is-not mere " . . . coincidence

that hysteria derived its name from the uterine function.” It
seems immaterial whether Mrs. Hutchinson was or was nos preg-
nant or menopausal preceeding her departure from lassachusetis.
Considering the harsh physical conditions women were accustomed
to endure it seems likely that Anne would have adjusted to
whatever discomforts she experienced with greater ease than the
average woman in contemporary western society. Indeed, in her
condition of life, since reproduction was not synonymous as it
is ‘so often today with sexual attrdctiveness, and pregnancy
carried with it mortal dangers, Anne might have welcomed meno-
pause as an opportunity for greater freedom. Few of lirs.
Hutchinson's femzle contemporaries had the good fortune to
reach menopause and enjoy the prospect of old age. In any case,
her situation was sufficient to induce exhaustion, illness and’
depression--normal in the circumstances. ' Nor should her mystical
religious experiences be considered delusional. *This reflects
the historian's or physiciah's inability to accomodate himself
to the time, circumstances and personality of the sub ject-~the
impositien of twentieth century concepts of mental health on a
seventeenth century woman. ‘AL the very least the joint .
diagnosis of Battis and Younge of Mrs.. Hutchinson's physical
and psychological state during the most critical phase of her
career should be viewed with the utmost skepticism.
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_'DlSCOVerV to 1680, pp. 338-330.

- . place indicates that she was moving toward a final break- with -

122

_institutibnal religion. Francis Marbury,_William'Hutchinson,

John Wheelwrlght ﬁenry Vane and John Cotton to one extent or

anothe* hlndered, stirred or supported Anne S splnltual travails

~

Even Samuel Gorton, i1l reputedxln Massachusetts, may have

exercised a not inconsiderable influence on Mrs. Hutchinson, -7

But the combined impact of church and state in lMassachusetts on

Anne had the greatest success in moving her to the farthermost

edge of Protestant thoughﬁ.lza_

. e

- ~

122Hubbard A General History of New nngland from the

lzaEdward Winslow, Hypocrigie Unmasked (London, 164€),
p. 5. WVinslow places part of the responsibility for the
Antinomian affair on Gorton. In his opinion, ™ . . . the flare
might never have been so great, . . " if Gorton had not -
helped to escalate tensions. .

Samuel Gorton, “Simplicities Defence AgalnSu Seven-
Headed Policy," in Tracts and Qther Papers Related Principally
to _the Origin, Settlement, and Proeress o6f the Colonies in

North America from the Discovery of the Gountry to the Year
1776, ed. by Peter Force (Washington: William Q. Force, 1846),
v, op. 18, 19, 22, 23, fl. Gorton's arrival in Boston co-
incided with proceedlngs against John Wheelwright (1636-37),
who was "banished" he said, " . . . for differing with them on
a point of doctrine . . . That Sanctification is not the first
evidence unto a Christian of his salvation." His sympathies
were plain from the beginning. " . . . perceiving that the
scope of their doctrine was bent only to maintain that outward
forme of worship which they had erected to themselves, tendlng
only to the outward carrlage of one man toward another, Leav-

._;\-__-

/‘\

\i_/

I3

ing those principles. of Divinity, wherein we had been instructed

in our native Country, tending to faith towards God in

Christ . . . our consciences could not close with them." fa
Prior to the departure of Mrs. Hutchinson's party for®

Dutch territory in 1642, Rev, Collins (Anne's son-in-~law) in-

vited Gorton to join thelr new venture. According to Gorton,

. the Rev. Collinsy, . -

"o o W serlously advised him to go along to the Dutch
Plantation or else to the Sweads: for upon his
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N The Communlty of Women

Splritual as well as economlclzs and pelitical motives
8 : ‘ .
“drew, " . . . many Men . « . and some of strong Parts, . . .”
to the Antinomian movemen‘t.126 The greatest number of males

ported Mrs., Hutchinson were natives

127

of Llncolnshlre, and London-= traditional center of dissent.

. -.But her earliest and most pa551onate supporters were as Roger

-aMassachusetts. ;.E,q«

Clap and Edward Johnson collectlvely deseribed them, " .'. .

Sllly Nomen laden with « « Lusts. l?a Lacking statistical

1nformatlon 1t s dlfflcult to determine who they were--that

. knowledge . . . Massachusetts intended . . . to take away

- his life . . . for he Had releived certain information
thereof, whil'st he was amongst them . . . Gorton thanked
him kindly for his leve . . . but told him he could not
go . . . But Master Collins and his Brother, together
with their Mother and whole Fdmily, for fear, removed to

- the Dutch Plantation, w1th divers other friends and
_ famllles e "

l'e' " In 1644 Rlchard Scot Anne s -brother-in-law, with
eleven fellow citizens’of’ Prov1dence testified in writing to
“the sufferings: of Gortonzand hlsﬁparty at the,hands of

u_A-.."
4 .h,“-. 4\!‘.

Ve ' Ces T
REER S lg“hubbard, A General Hlstory of New nngl&nd from the
Dlscovery to 1680, pp..338-39,

W1nthr0b, The hlstory.of New nngland, 'II, p 38 He -

N states: o TR et T S

.\"i.'_ _,l. -l,.“
..

. '“Mrs. Hutchinson and those.of Aguiday island
broached new heresies each year. - Divers of them turned
) professed Anabaptlsts, and would not wear any arms, and
 denied all magistracy ‘among Christians, and maintained

‘that there were no Churches since those founded by the
" *Apostles and evangelists, nor could any be, nor any
pastors ordained, nor seals administered but by such,
and that the Church was to want these all the time she
continued in the wilderness, a&s yet she was."
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thelr enthusiasm was sufficiehtly'bersuasive to draw iﬁ many

a husband is well _attesteci.129 John Winthrop in particular
‘recognized the source and potential of Anne's powers when he
characterized her as, " . . . 2 moét dayngerous Spirit and
likely with ner fluent Tounge and forwardnes in Expregsions to
seduce and draw away many, Espetially simple Weomen of her

owrle seX.," 130

As the Antinomian movement evolved under Anne's in-
fluence it became at a grass roots level an extraordlnary ex-
pression of feminine wversus mascullne religious experlence.
Excluding definitions of the former as subjective or the latter
as objective it is clear that in whétever gulise 1t has' appeared
religious enthusiasm has attracted a disproportionate number of -

13L. In the turbulence of the Reformation period a

-

womern.

lszernard Ballyn, The New England Herchants in the
Seventeenth Century, Harper Torchbooks (New York: Harper & Row,
1564, np. 40-41,

126

Clap, Memoirs of Capt. Roger Clap, p. 33.

127Ba‘l:*tis, Saints and Sectaries, pp. 258-59.

128Clab, Memoirs of Capi® Roger Clap, . 33
Johnson, Johnson's Wonder- Worklng Providence, p. 28,

. lngotton, "The. Way of Congregatlonal Churches Clea_ed.
1648, p. 239.

130"A Report of the Trial of Mrs. Anne Hutchinson be-
fore the Church in Boston," p. 365, '

‘lBIR. A, XKnox, Enthusiasm A Chapter in the Historv of
Rel;gion (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1959}, -p. 20.
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majority of the Anabaptist mariyrs were women.132

In England

in the sixteeﬁ%h'and.seventeenth centuries women were -drawn ‘

in substéntial.ﬁumbers to the sects and pléyéd a prominent

role in their devéIopment. The first largé group of separatists
established in London in 1568 included more women than men. -
Eight of the twelve originél members of the Baptist Church at
Bedford were womén. By the six%een fourties, just a few short
years aftér Mrs., Hutchinson's departure for New England, women
preachers were active 1n London,'Ely; Yorkshire, Hertfordshire,
Somerset and Lincolnshire. In the follewing decade women
achieved their greatest success and notorlety in the Quaker
movement, théh inéluded serving as the first missionaries to
Dublin, the uniﬁersities, London and the New World. Colléctiveiy'
the sects drew nourishment from anti-intellectual and anti-
clerical sentiments rooted in English society. Ilajor emphasis
was placed on the spiritual equality of men and women, literal
Lntérpretation of the Bible, the dpminance of the Holy Spirit
and the wvalidity of propﬁecy and revelations. The sects in~
particular offered.women_gn opportunity to teach and Qreach,

133

and often to play an active role in church government,

”

] ;
*32Hans J. Hillerbrand, The World of the Reformatlon

(New York: Charles Scribner & Sons, 1973), p. 193.

lBBKeith Thomas, "Women and the Civil War Sects,”
Past and Present, XIII (1958), &4-48, 51,
Y
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“ There is.no doubt that Anne Hutchinson™s role in the

Antiﬁoﬁian affair and the:support she'drew from women was not
a unmique ev3fit but an sarly manlfestatlo“ ef tendenc1es‘current
in the Mother country.lBu By her own testimony she knew of at
least one female preacher whom she descriped to lir., Peters as;

" . .. . a Womane of 10@6 hardly any like to Hef."ljﬁ"lh an

_early. confrontation with John Winthrop she demonstrated her

£

. of the sexes. ke

Hutch., It is said, I will poure my Spirit upon
your Daughters, and they. shall prophesie, &C. If God
.gave mee a gift of Prophecy, I may use it.

. Court. . . the Apostle applies that prophecy
unto those extraordinary times, and the -fits of miracles
and  tongues were common to many as well as the gift of
prophecy, and tha% within your calling.136 '

. 1

o 13“0 Burrage, "Anne Trapnel's Prophecies,” énglish
hlstorlcal Review, XXVI (July,-1911).

~Patricila Higgins, "The Reactions of Women with Spe01al
Reference to Women Petltloners,"'ln Politics; Religion and the

A Pressnl973)

Great Civil War,hed by Brlan Mannlng (New Yonx: St. liartin's

Ellen’ McArthur,mPquen Petltloners and the Long Parlla-
ment 14Hngllsh Historical "Review," XXIV (October, 1909).
cE. M. wllllams,J“WOmen Preachers ‘and the Civil wWar,"

'Journal of Modern History, Vol. * (1929). See for -further

-background information on’ the relationship of Mrs. Hutchinson
. 6. the, development of; al women s.movement in England.

4

lBS"A Report'of the Trlal of - Mrs. Anne Hutchinson be-
fore the Church 'in Boston,“ . 380. ’

136

Wlnthrop,'A Short Story, pp. 268 69 S

" e . " '.. R B
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And. so it went, each countering the argument of the_other with
a'new.text. Winthrop claimipg with the suppoft of his colleéggés
that ilrs. Hutcginéon's ﬁéetinés had- so far-éeduced women that -

it created strife between husband énd wifé and led to the
neglect of famililes.

. . we find such a course as this to be greatly pre-
Jud1c1al to the state . . « it will not well stand with
the commonwealth that families should be neglected for
so many nelghbours and dames and so much time spent, we
see no rule of God for this, we see not that any should
have authority to set un*any other exercises besldes
what authority hath already set up and so what hurt comes
of this you wilkl be guilty of and we for suffering you.

Mrs, H., Sir I do not believe that to be s0.137

~

In the isolation of New England the sexist theme thread-

ing the Antinomian crisis is more-clearly discerned than it

would have been in England: Bdt how far was Anne prepared to
go?l t seems likely that she believed the last days were at
hand, that traditionalkrestraints placed on women in the church
were at an end. She knew her texts and on that basis set forth .
a conyincing case: on more than one occasion resorting to
insolence in defense of it, " .« . Do you ?hink'it is not law-

-

ful fér me to teach women why do you call me to teach the ;

138

court?” Yet in terms of the political and social conse-

quences Anne seems to have been less certain of her position.

13?"’l‘he Examination of iMrs. Anne Hutchinson at the
 Court at Newtown,"” p. 316,

1381p34., p. 315.
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Anne's decision for example not to sign tﬁ? Wheelwrighf petl-
tion may have‘been dictated less by caution than acceptance
on her part of provisions-in English_law that denied married
women the right to petition.139 oved by millennial aspira-
tions lirs. Hutchinson propagated her case from a fuﬁ&amental
commitment to the spiritual-equality of the sexes: that per-
sonal conscience in concert with Divine will superseded cul-
tural mores--the collective weight of political and socizal

140

‘restraints governing women, That her movement would bring

women into collision with social conventions, to meddling in
\’- \ - -

e at B - - . . - .
EEbéritics, was an imporiant though incidental result of ecir-
L oy "~

cumstances that she could not have antiéipated.

139Alice Clark, The Working Life of Women in the
Seventeenth Century (New York: A, M. Kelley, 1G968), p. 77.

lhomrs. Harry Clark Boden, "Tradition of Mary Dyer,
Quaker Martyr,” The New England Historical and Genealogical
Register, XCVIII (January, 1944}, 25,

Hazard, Caroline, The Narragansett Friends in the
AVIII Century with a Chapter on Quaker Beginnings 1n Rhode
Iisiand (Boston: The Riverside Press, 1900), pp. 24-36,

- "A true Copy of the Petition of the Gentlewomen, and
Tradesmen's Wives, in and about the City of London; delivered
to the homourable the Xnights, Citizens, and Burgesses of the
House of Commons, assembled in Parliament, on February the
Fourth, 16L1: +together with their several Reasons, why their
Sex pught thus to petition, as well as the lien; and the Manner
how Poth their Petitions and Reasons were delivered. TLikewise
the Answer, which the honourable Assembly sent to them, by
lir. Pym, as they stood at the House<Door," in Harleiam liiscellany

(Londen, 1746), VII, pp. 605-607. See this as an example of the
psychological context within which the women's movement developed
in 01ld and New England in the seventeenth century. The women
Justified their right to petition on scripiual grounds-~-referring
in particular to Esther and King Ahasuerus. In 1659, Mary Dyer, .
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lirs. Hutchinson's appeal crossed class lines: her
support extended from Henry Vane to men and women who might
be characterized as socially, economically or psychologically
oppressed. Thé broad based roots of her support are most
pointedly revealed by one of her malg devoted?s .to Edward

Johnson.

Come along with me, sayes one of them, i'le bring you

to a Woman (Mrs. Hutchinson) that Preaches better :
Gospell than any of your black-coates that have been-at
the Ninneversity, a Woman of another kind of spirit, who
nath had many Revelations of things to come, and for my
part . . . I had rather hear such a one that speakes
from the meere motion.of the. spirii, without any study
at 2ll, then any of your learned Scollers, although they
may be fuller of Seripture . . . and admit they may
speake by the helpe of the spirit, yet the other goes
beyond them.l4l . ' g .

The effort of an exclusive, religiously motivated elite tq‘im-

pose an intellectually conceived design for paradise on an
earthly bound.majority raised tensions and expectations to
unbearable 1evels.. Whatever the attraétibns of Anne'ézper-
sonal charisma her success, coincidently, was dué to perfect
timing.. First with John Cotton and later on her own;, Nrs.
Hutchinson tuned into the latent'diésatisfactions of a substan-

tial minority who craved relief from religious anxiety. She

-

(Anne's most ardent female supporter) who had since become ,an
inspired leader of the Quakers in New England, in a letter to
the General Court in Boston, justified her right to admonish
them on the same Biblical grounds-~Esther and King Ahasuerus.
Since Mary Dyer visited England at some point after news of the
king's execution reached New England, 1t is possible that she
saw or knew of the petition. Mary, who was later reprlieved
from a sentence of death and danished from Massachusetts as a

~



107.

]

was the symbol and part of a backlash--a demand for recogni-

-

tion of the individual and a craving for the emotional
catharsis that réligious enthusiasm provided. With or without
llrs. Hutchinson the potential for such a conflict was present,
ripening from the beginning of the Great Migration.

. « . the weaker Sex prevailed so farre, that they set
up a Priest of their own Profession and Sex, who was
~much thronged after, abominably wresting the Scriptures
to their own destruction: this llaster-piece of Womens
wit, drew many Disciples after her, and to that end
boldly insinuated her selfe into the favour of none of
the meanest, being also backed with the Sorcery of a
second, who had much converse with the Devill by her own
confession, and did, to the admiration of those that
heard her, utter many speeches in the Latine Tongue, as
it were in a trance. This woman'was wonted to gilve
drinkes to other Women to cause them to conceive, how
they were wrought I know not, -Bt sure there were
‘Monsters borne not long after x

Quaker, returned against the wishes of family and friends and
was executed in Boston on June 1, 1660.

lnlJohnson, Johnson's Wonder-vWorking Providence, v. 127.
142

Ibld., pp. 132-33. :
-~ Winthrop, The History of New Fhgland, I, p. 273, II,
p. 9. According %o Winthrop, Jane Hawkins, " ., . , used to

give young women oil of mandrakes and other stuff to cause
conception; and she grew into great suspiclion to be a witch,
for it was credibly reported, that, when she gave any medicine

. « she would ask the (party) if she did believe, she could
help her,"

‘In 1640, Thomas Dudley, drawing on this issue, pro-
pounded the theor that the conversion of Rev. Collins (Anne's
future son-in-law) was effected by supernatural means.

“ . . . being come to irs. Hutchinson, he was also taken with

her heresies, and in great admiration of her, so as these, and
other the like before, when she dwelt at Boston, gave cause of
suspicion of witchcraft, for it was certainly known, that Haw-
kins's wife (who continued with her, and was her bosom friend)
had much familiarity with the devil in England . . ."

Cotton, "The VWay of Congregational Churches Cleared,
1648, p. 290. According to John Cotton charges were dropped
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The intimate and constant involvement of women with
the basic life cycles of pregnancy, childbirth and the imme-
diacy of sudden death trainéd them as survivalists; to endure
ané create within the confines imposed by nature, church and
state. Fulfillment‘for women, particularly when marriage was
- the only-aéceptable vocation open to them, hinged on their
contributions to family welfare and ability to produce and
rear children for a society that valued them. Shaped from
birth;43 to fit a demanding and restrictive role, woman's
approach to change was a painful and slow process, markedly

influenced by her primary loyalties to family and religion--

against Jane Hawkins because, " . . . no familiarity with the
devil could be proved against her; yet because of some other
offenses in dealing with young women, she was forbidden %o
stay in the country.» :
See the following works for further information on the
relationship of midwifery and witchecraft in the popular mind:
Thomas R. Forbes, The lMidwife and the Witch (New Haven: Yale
Univ, Press, 1966).  Heinrich Kramer and James Sprénger, The
Malleus Hlaleficarum, ed, and trans. by Rev. llontague Summers .
{New York: Dover Publications Inc., 1971). '

-

luBJacques Guillemeau, Child-Birth (London, 1612),
Book I, pp. 10-11, Bock III, p. B. According to Guillemeau,
even in utero a female brought greater sufféring and sorrow
. than a male. He states in part:

& "They which be with child of a boy are more quicke and
nimble in all their actions, and be in better health of
body, without being subject to many infirmities, which
commonly happen to women with child of a wench . . . A
woman which is of child of a daughter hath a pale, heavy
and swarth countenance, a melancolique eye: she is way-
ward, freitful and sad."
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the source which for the acceptance of present conditions

promised spiritual. freedom and future 'k:r'anst_:endent:e.]'L”'L But '~

L
t

rellglon paradoxically was also the primary area of 2 woman's
life in which individuality was siressed, it prOV1ded an out-
let through which feelings normally supressed by women might
be expressed in a‘format that was psychologically acceptable

to them.

Perhaps conditions in New England fell most harshly

on women. Most made the best of 1t. Anne Braé;treet, also a
gifted woman and from Lincolnshire, managed, much against her
natural inclination to keep her peace for the sake of her
family. Fortunately for lrs. Bradstreet she was able to use
her poetry and prose as 2 creative outlet--a drain for in-

145

ternal confllcts that plagued her for forty years. mrs

lu&John Calvin, A Commentary on Genesis, trans. by
John King (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Eerdmans Pub. Co,, 1965).

Charles H. and Katherine George, The Protestant liind
of the Engzlish Reformation, 1570-1640 (New Jersey: Princeton
Univ, Press, 1961). :

Edmund Morgan, The Puritan Family (New York: Harper
& Row, 1966). o

Joan Goulianos, ed., bv a Woman writt (Baltimore, Iid.
Penguin Books Inc., 1973), pp. 23-53.

Jonhn Milton, Prose Works of John Milton, ed. by J. A.
John (London: George Bell & sons, 1890), III, pp. 168-461,

5 pnne Stanford, "Amne Bradstreet Dogmatist and
Rebel,"” The New England Quarterly, XXXIX, No. 3, (Septembe
1966), 373-377.

/( ~
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Hopkins the wife of the governor of Hartford in Connecticut
escaped her situation by a flight into madness, which was
cgased it was said because she gave herself to reading énd
writing books. “If", said Winthrop, " . . . she had attended
her household affairs, and such things as belong to women,..
andﬁnpt gone out of her way and:callidg to meddle in things

.

as are proper tb men, whosé minds are stronger . . . she had
kept her v.-n'.‘c.s._"lu'6 And in the same year that Anne Hutchinson 
was banished from Massachusetts, Dprotﬁy'Talbye despalring of
salvation killed her three year'old-daughter, "« . . that
she might free it from future misery.” She.died mute and

| S 147

unrepentant on the galio‘s at Bdston. lrs. Hutchinson,

the best and stronggst 9? them was also one of them; shaped
by the same soclety, mo;ed by similaf_anxieties and concerhs,
sﬁe hesitantly, sometimes inprudently and bombastically, iook
a position for whilch nothing in her background had prepared
her--never quite permitting herself to forge the liﬁk between
spiritual equality and its political and social consequénces

* - ’

for women,

It is no accident that Anne laid the roots of her

erusade at the bedsidés of women in, " . . . childbirth-

146

Winthrop, The Historv of New England, II, p. 216.

Worvid., 1, p. 279.

A
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't:rzwails."rlLL8 In her own time Anne had experienced the same
physical burdens, tasted an anguish that drove women in fear
of sudden death and eterngzl damnation to yearn for some im-
mediate assurance of salvation. It was natural for women td
turn to Mrg. Hutchinson, a healer of bodies and souls who
spoke to them from a platform more intimately related to their
needs and expefience than the learned prééfhers of the church,
And it was at this intimate and wvery persoﬁal level that
Anne's enemies impinged most painfully on her relations with

female diéciples.

In the Antinomian affair, lrs. Hutchinson, %o her
friends or enemies, seems to have embodied the most enduring
symbols of feminine powers for good or evil. From whatevep
perspective, the theme of white versus black magic is a
constant factor that pervades the approach of contemporaries
to her career. To some Mrs. Hutchinson was the image of all
that is pure and fruitful in womankind: +the mother, teacher,
nurse, wise woman and prophetess that had been chosen by

divine providence to herald Christ's second coming to a

corrupt world., To others Anne was moved by the powers of

darkness, an instrument of the Devil and a corrupter of

souls--marked with her closest associates for divine retri-

bution. That lMrs. Hutchinson-and Jane Hawkins, (a midwife,

148Cotton, "The Way of Congregational'Churches Cleared,
1648, p, 239, .
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though poorly educated) who dabdbled in white magic, were
-associateSvadded substance to official rumors that the Devil

was loose in lassachusetts,

~Chance or rather mischance brought both women to at-
tend the lyinguin of Mary Dyer. The Dyers, a yoﬁng and de-
voted couple, were noted in the community as, " . . . notori-
ously infected with lrs, Hutchinson's errours, and_ﬁéfy cen-
sorious and troublesome."l Méry, an intelligent'and, " L., . oa
very proper and fair woman, . , ." had uﬁwittingly drawn -
attention to herself, " , .-. (sheé belng of a vefy proud
spirit, and much addicted to revelations,) . . ."149 Anne and.
the young matron enjoyed a closé friendship that seemed +o
flourish on terms of soﬁe equality. 3ut on Cctober 17, 1637,
there was little time to engage in the gind of leisurely
discusii?ns that were so important to them., Anne (it is
likely) was busy assisting Jane Hawkins, soothing Mary and
k;eping at bay neighboring women, who had come, as was cus-
tomary, to offer their support. -

Soon, however, this happ& 1f tense occasion turned
into an extraordinary évent. Mary in her travail had brought
forth a stiilborn child--so grotesquely shaped that it could
not but bring anguish to the parents and, if it were known,

feed the suspicions of maﬁy who dislikediMKaEWers and their

i

, o | . fow . :
‘ #inthrop, The History of New England, I, p. 261.
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friends.150

Obviously we do not know what Anne thought, but
her 'state of mind car reasonably be deduced. Her thoughts
~could not have been comforting: her colleagues were under

attack; soon she would be reguired to ptblicly answer her

1 o

adversaries at her ci¥il trial; and at the lying—in of a
notorious female supporter she had assisted Jane Hawkins, whom -
she very likely knew was rumored to be a witch, deliver an

151 Anne's

infant that some might call the Devil's child.
compassion” for the Dyers and her Jjustifiable concern for her-
self and the midwife bolstered her determination to conceal

the child's deformities. _John'Cotton, hastily called on fer

1507p14.

lSlHenrich Kramer and James Sprenger, The lialleus
Maleficarum, ed. and trans. by Rev. ldontague Summers (New
York: Dover Publications Inc., 1971), pp. 41, 66.

Thomas Forbes, "Midwifery and Witcheraft," Journal
og the Historyv of lledicine and Allied Science, XVII (1G62),
231. -

The lMalleus Maleficarum was,extensively relied upon
by both Catholics and Protestants and played an influential
role in bringing midwifery into disrepute. It states that
of the women found guilty of superstition and ‘witcheraft,
the midwives, " . . . surpass all others in wickedness."
Crimes reputedly committed by them include preventing con-
ception, destroying the fetus in the womb, killing and de-
vouring the child at birth or offering it to the Devil. The
impact of the work of Kramer and Sprenger is evident 1in the
regulations governing the licensing of midwives in England.
As late as the elghteenth century midwives were required to
take a Church of England oath that specified that they would
not use scrcery, charms or witcheraft in the exercise of their
office. Considering the circumstances and the principals in- -
volved in the Dyer case, Arme had good reason to conceal the
child's deformities. '
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advice, agreed that the matter should be kept private.: 2
As events proved, it was fortunate for Anne tha% Cotton had
played a part in her decision~--few would believe or suggest

that he could be a party to sorcery.

The secret, howevér, coﬁld not be kept--the one
reighboring woman who had glimpsed the-child at birth could
not resist disclosiﬁg what she had seen to her friends. liany
of the- women ?E/yhoé she spoke had also been at the Dyers
that night and, considering the strategies that had to be
employed to conceal the infant, must have already suspected
that something was aﬁiss. In larch, 4638, the day that Anne
was gaét froﬁ-the Boston Church, the authorities learned,'
quite by chance, of Mary Dyer's monstrous child.lsB' None
were spared in the following iﬁvestigation, "o, ; » the chylde
was takgn up, and though it'we;e much corrupted, yet the horns,
and.claws, and holes in the back, and some scales,:&c. were

154

found and seen of above a hundred persons." The occult

‘aspects of the affair were fully examined and emphasized,

- ‘ : -~

" 152

-

Winthrop, The History.of New England, I, pp. 261-62.

. 153V1nthrwvrﬁ&<sngrt Story, pp. 281-82. On the day
lirs., Hutchinsea was excommunicated from the Boston Church, iary
Dyer decided to walk from the church with her. A atranger,
noting Mary' s action, asked a2 woman who she was and was told
" . . . the woman who .had the monster.” A member of the church
overheard the conversatlon and reported it to the proper
authorltles.

15h, .

Winthrop, A Short Storv, p. 282,

-

ot
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The occasion of concealing it was very strange,
for most of the women who were present at the womans
travaile, were suddenly taken with such a violent
vomiting, and purging, without eating or drinking of
anything, as they were forced to goce home, others had
their children taken with convulsions, {(which they had
not before, nor since) and so were sent for home, so
as none were left at the time of the birth, but the
Midwife and two other, whereof one fell asleepe.

At such time as the child dyed (which was about
two houres before the birth) the bed wherein the mother
lay shook so violently, as all which were 1n the roome
perceived 1it. -

1

Clearly the investigation provoked the grossest speculation.
Yet nothing could be proved against Jané Hawkins .in the case,
though she was restrained from exercising her profession and
informed that the magistrates had leave, " . . . tO‘%iSpOSE

of her, . . .". if she failed to leave Boston by the beginning
of May.ls6 John Cotton, confirming that he had supported lirs.
Hutchinson's decision, offered as a primary reason that, "He
had known other monstrous births, which had been concealed,
and that he thought God mlght intend only the instruction of
the parents, and such other to whom it was (known,) é&c. w57
The Dyers prepared to -leave Massachusetts, "No oppertunity had
been lost.to impress on them thatf their deformed infant had

been sent as divine punishment for their "monstrous opinions,"

i

1551pia., p. 281.

1564 inthrop, The History of New Enzland, I, p. 263.

lS?Ibid., p. 262. Whatever reasons Cotton publicly
gave for advising silence, I doubt he would have done so if
he had not suspected that exposure of the matter might be
cruelly and unjustifiably .exploited.

*
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The Dyer case, comingtso_sogn after the ordeal of her
church trial, may well ‘have unsettled Anne, On April 16, less
than a month since her church trial, Roger Williams wrote
Winthrop that lirs. Hutchinson, who had lately arrived in Rhode
Island, sent her apologies, " . . for the concealment of the
monster, that she did pothing(EZLZ;_without'Mr. Cﬁtton's ‘
158

advice.," Perhaps Anne hoped that her belated if diplomatic

acknowledgement of Winthrop's civil authority might temperybis
antagoniéﬁ toward her. Certainly she knew that he admired -
thn.Cottoﬁ. But the matter was not so easily settled. ‘in
midsummer Anne, settled in her Rhode Island home, in turn,

" . . . brought forth not one, but (which was most strange to
amazement) 30 monstrous births . . . at once; some bigger,
some lesser . . ., few of any perfect shape, none étlall of
them-. . . of humane shape.” This remarkable coincidence
-spurred a new offensive that touched Anne and lMary Dyer at‘a:
most personal level.

Thén God himselfe was pleased to step in with his
casting voice, and bring ‘in his owne vote and suffrage
from heaven, by testifying his displeasure against their
opinions and practices, as clearly as if he Rad pointed
a finger, in causing the two formenting women in the
time of the height of the Opinions to produce out of
their wombs, as before they had out of their braihes,
such monstrous births as no Chronlcle + « » hardly ever
recorded the like. . . .

ind see how the wisdome of God fitted this Jjudge-
ment to her sinne every way, for looke as she had vented

15S'Hilliams, The Complete Writingg of Roger Williams,
VI, p. 91.
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mishapén, opinions, so she must dbring forth deformed
- monsters; and as about 30. Opinions 1ln number, so many
monsters; .+-. -» ' '

Ag a leéson;it.ﬁas déSigned to teach women the consequence of
| rebellioh, of-stepping ool their calliﬁé. Certainly it was
delivered in a form ﬁ;st caléulﬁted_to titilate superstition
and wdﬁnd the sensiﬁiliﬁi@s of women in genéfal, and the vic-
‘£ims of it in partidular.léo Many women”who had supported krs.
Hutchinson may well have retreated from a course which m;ghtl

entail such cruel consequences.

The tremendous emphasis placed on the most ﬁhsavory

.
details of the Dyer case and Anné's miscarriage 1is an indica-
tien of the;intense support Hrs. Hutchinson had réused ameng
women,_énd fhé lengths the-Prepar;tionists were prepared to go
to consoliidate and justify their dominance in lassachusetts.
For propaganda purposes, Winthrop in particular employed
bizarre and diveféionéry tactics--willingly, it seems, titilat-

ing fear and'disgust to0.ensure his objectives., Clearly the

’ A

159Winthrop, 4 Short Story, p. 214, :
. Battis, Saints and sectaries, pp. 247-48. Battis,
citing the research of hargaret V. Rlchardson in pathology,
““suggests that the product of what may have been 2 menopausal

pregnancy eventually, " . . . aborted into a hydatidiform mole.
. . . Or mass, . . . which she gave birtn_to in mildsummer.
' 160

Winthrop, A Short Story, ». 215. He states: "This’
.loudspeaking providence from Heaven in the monsters, did much
awaken many of their followers (especially the tenderer sor?)
to attend Gods meaning therein; and made them at such a stand, -
- that they dared not sleight so manifest a signe from Heaven,
that from that time we found many of their eares boared . . .

to attend to counsell, but others yet followed them."
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bitterness that the Antinomian affair engendered followed

Mrs. Hﬁtchinson-—lingering beyond her death at the hands of

the Indians in 1643, . A N

. . . therefore Gods hand is the more apparently seene
herein, to pick out this wofull woman, to make her and
+those belonging to her, an unheard of heavie example of .

their cruelty above al others,
Thus the Lord heard our groanes to heavin, and

freed us from this great and sore affliction.
It is an ironic tribute to Anne Hutchinson's powers that only

her death could bring peace of mind to the fathers of Mas-

sachusetts.

161y nthrop, A Short Storv, p. 218.

™~




CONCLUSION

The civil and religious leaders of Ifassachusetts,

: . ~
were for the most part men of too able a stamp to lightly

'-. risk the image they had labored to project--az model tom-

munity of men and women united in their political and re-
ligious'sympathies. PreviouS'dispute§, notabiy Roger
Williaﬁs'hasty exodus from the colony, had singed but not
seriously damaged that image at home. ‘But a repeat perfor-
mance, that engaged in prolonged coﬁflict the most prominent
leaders of the colony raised disturbing prospects to sup-’

porters in the mother country.

~ John White's cautionary letter, to John Winthrop,
written in 1637, reflects the reservations of concerned

friends.

. . . if the providence and wigfome of some prevent it
not you may be as much endangered by your libérty as

we are by our bondage. I cannot insiste in particulars
but desire you to have an eye to one thinge that you
fall not.into that.evil abroad which you laboured to
avoyd gt home to binde all men to the same Tenets and
practise in things which when they are well examined
will be found indifferent. I have not leisure- to
'dlsputeﬂnn;de51re you only to take notice that some. .
of the malne things which are insisted on with you as
matters of absolute necessity are esteemed by all godly
liinisters that euer I spake withall amongst vs small
things as 1f they be-alowable yet at best are and will
be found only things of Conveniency. .

119.
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To White, the narrow course set in Massachusetts placed }n
jeopardy the main objectives of the Great Migration--leading
to, " . . . that rocke of separation which if you once light
on will shake you to pieces."l Winthrop and his colieagues
might repudiate separation from the Church of England, but
their vigorous suppression of dissident brethren confirmed the
adaptation pf such a policy.2 lloreover squabbles in New Zion
emphasized that the same flaws bedeviled fhe colonists as
their brethren at home. Thus early the Antinomian debate re-
vealed the Holy Experiment as a limited success: %00 paroachial
"and infiexible a model +o meet the complex needs of Protestant

Europe.

Even if such repercussions had been discerned in
advanée it seems unlikely that the establishment. in Massa-
chusetts would have withdrawn from the challenge that the.
Antinomians posed. In whatever form, the god%y state or the
paradise on earth, that lillenarianis manifésted itself as
an ideology, it contain;d within it the possibilify for re-
volutionary action in a politilcal and social context. Mil-
lenarianism had pla;?d/its part in spurring the Great.Migfa-

tibn-osealing-the covenaqt between God and his chosen people

1 Jonn Winthrop, The Winthrop Papers, III (Plimpton
Press, 1544-45), p. 336.

2John Winthrop, The History of New England, ed.
James Savage (MNew York: Arno Press, 1972}, 1, pp. 32-33.
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%
: Y
in New Zion. But only the radical Antifiomians literally em-

braced Millenarianism--veering in a direction that alarmed
the establishment. And there were basic factors present.that

were favorable to the advent of revolutionary Hille@arianism.

Millenarian revolts occur (a) when situations of distress
or disorientation develop, and the causes are not clearly
perceived or appear insoluble by ordinary and available
remedies, (b) when a society or group is deeply attached
to religious ways of thinking about the world and when

the religion of that socilety attaches importance to mille-
narian ideas, and (c) when an indiwidual or group of indi-
viduals obsessed with salvationist phantasies, succeeds

in establishing charismatic leadership over a social
movement, 3

The Antinomian debate developed into a brittle situa-

"tion in which room for compromise rapidly decreased. Mrs.

Hutchinson, a charismatic personality, helg'ascendancy in a
movement wﬁich if it had.succgeded might have had a ﬁrofound
effect on religious, social and polifical institutions in the
colony--beyond her expectations. In the.most personal sense
she had a dramatic¢ 'impact on women--a factor that may have been
more disturbing to the establishment thaﬁ\any,other aspect of
the Aﬂtinomian affair. Indeed considering the methodsuused to
damage the reputation of Mrs. Hutchinson and her mﬁst prominent
female supporters, tactics that were for example uncharacter-
istic of John Winthrop, one must concede that this may well

have been the case., Yet despite the possibilities the superior

3Guénter Lewy, Relizgion and Revolution (New York:
Oxford Univ. Press, 1974}, ». 587.

\\\‘3/;/4~\
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powers of the establishment were never in doubt. For all their
fervar the Antinomians were essentially pacifists; primarily a
movement .of visionaries with materialistic and political over-

tones who were neither willing or capable of implementing their

ideas by force.

ft has been plausibly advanged that the survival of
-
< v
civiI/and religious order in Massachusetts depended on the.
. - g J p 4 - :

suppression of the Antinomians.u This seems to imply that ayn
Antinomian victory would have led to anarchy--sweeping aside
the successful establishment of a colony largely composed of
dissiaents in Rhode Island. Nor should it. be minimized that
the establishment of a2 Puritan colony in liassachusetts was
achieved through the combined efforts of Preparationists,
Calvinists and Radical Antinomians, who quite reasonably ex-
pected to have an equal voice in its affalrs. Young Henry Vane
and the core group of Mrs. Hutchinson's male supporters were
hardly anarchists~-bent on destroying the system. Yet in
contrast to the majority of the settlers who were products of
traditional village and rural life (landed gentry, farmers,
teﬁents and the iike) they were new men--possibly resistant to
and impatient of the restriction imposed by a church and civil

government which seemed to order every facet of their lives.

For the most part they were products of an urban society--

uEdmund S. Morgan, “"The Case Against Anne Hutchinson,"
The New England Quarterly, vol. X (1937).
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merchants who largely by their own efforts had gained an
honorable place in the 0ld World and who expected to continue
their progress.in New England.5 In this sense the Antinomian
debate,lthough waged primarily on doctrinal issues, might also
be classified as a class struggle. The radical Antinomians,

in particular, championed a form of religious experience that
was inner directed, experimental and intensely individualistic--
applied in secular terms it was compatible with men and women
who breaking inadvertently, perhaps, with tradition had adapted
to altered circumstances and were prepared to create a new
socliety on their own terms. Firét and foremost the Antinomian
movement was an external expression of internal dissent among
the privileged of the colony--an affair rooted in the founda-

tions of the new state.

Tt's dif flcult to detfrmlne, with any degree of
precision, why Anne Hutchinson had such a substantial impact
on men. In this regard, it seems significant that of the core
gfoup who supported Mrs. Hutchinson most were representatives
of the middle class. Women from this class, in particular,
~had begun to play an increasingly importantrrole ih the crafts
6

and trades~-gaining something of a reputation for boldness.

5Bernard Bailyn, The New England Merchants in the
Seventeenth Centuryv, Harper Torchbooks (New York: Harper &
Row, 1964}, pp. 37-44,

6Louis B, Wright, iiddle Class Culture in Elizabethan
~ngland 6(Ithaca, New York: Cornell University Press, 1958),
7 '
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If the literature of the latter ﬁart of the sixt?enth and early
seventeenth centuries is an indication of a trend in popular
interests, the case for and against wohen, her vices and virtues,
Qas hotly debated by commoners as’'well as aristecratic authors,
Middle class commentators in partibular took-a realistic ap-
proach to the subject--critically analyzing the female's sup-
posed defects, while acknowledging her contributions as a
helpmate. The average man was overall most conscious that ;he
survival of the family as a social and ec550mic unit depended
to a considerable extent on the intelligence and industry of
wives. No deubt Elizabeth's long and successful relgn roﬁsed
interest ‘in the subject, mitigating to some extent ingrained
attitudes toward women. éossibly such factors helped to open
the way for Arne Hutchinson to play 2 brief but dominant role

v

in the Antinomian debate.

In pérsonal terms Anne's commanding personality,
eloquenceiand maturity, as well as her gentle birth and the
warm support of her husband and Henry Vane, bolstered her
position. But-most important, circumstances were ripe for

such a phenomenon. Clearly the rules governing the‘role of

.the sexes were, one can reasonably deduce, of less paramount

importance to many of Anne's male supporters, who shared her

conviction of the immediacy of Christ's seccend coming, than

"1vid., Chapter XIII.
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the fact that she had been chosen by the Lord to preach his

holy word in the wilderness.

fhe defeat of the Antinomians in'Massachusetts was a
severe blow to the"early development of a women's movement in
the colonies. lirs. Hutchinson and her female discipies,rep-
resented an intermediate stage in‘éﬁ“evolutionary movement
towara female emancipation; and basic to this process is woman's
consciousness of her individuality--hence the importance of
demands for épiritual equality. The assertion of that principle
served as the foundation from which women woulé move on to

demand civil rights--to human dignity before God and man.

In the long term the suppreséﬂnzof dissidents in ilas-
sachusetts had a stifling effect on the development of the
colony. A position was taken and policies adapted that turned
the colony in upon itself, cut it adrift from the free flow of

ideas, from the creativity and enthusiasm th2t had made its

existence possible.

-
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