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. 'l'hh" paper examines the reactions of the local FPrench~ :

.-".Canadisn press to an c;n' of rapid industrial growth in the

! -~ .
city of Sherbrooke between 1861-1881. The sanalysis pays special

attention to!the stand of the press on the question of imdustrisl
development #s s solution to the evils of French Cansdian emigrs-
.tion to the United States during this period. Historisns of

!
i

Freach Canada unui,l.y cMe- that solutions to the irbbl.- of
XIxe Contury French emigration hsd been perceived vl.tbtn‘:h‘c

confines of a strict agrarian ideology.: This paper, by its very D
. N

\
\

establish the importance the press ateributed to the role of

industrisl development as a possible deterrent to smigratiop.
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) with & wide spectrum for rcuorch. ‘ruditlml

e

, nted to such internal problgu ss sou cshult»ton,
canty hannu and the lack of lcientiﬂ.c fmia; L. Ty

n:tn: fscm- behind emigration. ’nu conuqucncu

» on the other hand, rtul offu' the students of

a number of nev avenues to investigate. Ope such .

-

A hese' rations, vhich according to some historisns, orumt«l

¢ “— - i ‘
as uﬂ-Y 183 , had caused & couidcrablc degree of anxiety. to both ‘ '5
. the Romen Catholic Church and the ucnhr suthorities. The clergy, %

‘fearing for both the cpiriml and material nu-uug of thoir pntub«-

ioners, outr:lsbcly condemmed chu exodus to the mutnctutm centers of /
. New znglnnd. The city was otun 1identified with vlgc and corruptionm. ’
According to priests, the individusl, exposed -c meh to urban socfety

‘ rapidly lost sight ol moral precepts as u’mu«:m. 1e traveil tmmnc.
‘h pr&nhcui..t&p 1a dissipation sapsnt lss forces physiques et -ouln de

’

© | 1'homse."2’ The clersy constantly reminded the French Csnadiss thag his

1c-mdm bistorisns of muh Canads such sé M..Mads, A. Pauches,
M. Brumet, J. a-.uq have sll exsmined et some length the casuses of Cow
‘French Canadisn esigration. to the U.8,, hovever, the most exhsustive and ~.
- scholarly study effected in this ares remeins 7. Ouellet's. book. Histoize

Scononlaue st eociale du Quibec, .. 4 :

g ‘23, Hamelin, Yves Roby, nngm m mgm mx m_&
Otontréal: Yides,. im), p.rm. ) te

-




occupuioul dutiuy hy 1n agriculture not industry. On one hand, ’,-’\
c;ri.oultnte dhphyed evayth:lu thu vas §00d and pure on this earth - .-

" integrity, honout ‘{nner tranquillity; duu on the other, 1t tonod

M of & nation's prosperity by dlul.dl.ng the individusl ageinst

economic crises. Abon all, houur, farming occupied s place of

p:opiacncc u cod'o phn ‘for m !c was man's most utuul state of

existence and ultimstely ‘the chosen accupum for, the fulfilmeat of

- the work of God 1a Mm and the tuliutton bf the vocstion of the oo
?tcndl Canadisn tm

e . ~

" As the tide of emigration continued to swell, the clergy rapidly
_-brought pressure to bear on ‘tlu }émm; representatives in an offotf .
‘to effactively halt this depevplement des campagues. The solution to
the probh- appeared to sbide im various colonuuion -ch-u vhuh were-
designed to develop much of the mccchd huﬂ: of Qubcc cOl.oniutton |
societies were oruniud in 1848 to answar th:l- nud, yot humunubh N
obstaclas hampered sny effective mm;atm of thess schemes. A |
~ good dsal of -the nidqnu for this sgrarian unlog;m be found 1n thé
various goveroment rcparés‘ whuh deslt with mgriim W,ms nndu
v m m m ol 1849 rocopizd: mt the failurs to
uttu these lands, uncuuy the vast tucu mn in the Esstern >
rovuhtpl, wvas dus to d:q hek ol ddoqucu zoddl whic! udc sccéss and ’
o

hwcml eo-nmm wtum it nc hpoutbu. Albert !udm ia

his Mm:smumm ”‘“‘ that the Chauvress
mmmmmuumcmmo: ma?"uuuum
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: cvcty seans 1n its pover to raise the farmer from his prncu u!vcnlty.""
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condition de 12 colonisation et du progrds agﬂcole.“l ;I'he Report (
, !

u:aud:'
Votre comité crolt donc que le tﬂdc 1e plus urgent est b
1s confection de chemins pour relier les régions sgricoles
de la province sux nouvelles régiona de colonisstion,

notamment les ‘Cantons de 1'Est et permettre sux colons de

cosmuniqg entre eux.

\ In 181 an investigation was lsunched and a special comittee
appoisted to "inquire into the causes which retard . the utthunt of
chc zuutn ownships of Lower cnudl" (1851 report by the Special
Committee sppointed to inquire into the causes w‘hich prevent or rcurd
the uttleuqt of zlu Esstern Tmsbtpo in the districts of ‘thku '

uveu. St. !’uncu, And wacc,) This study ruulud in cvo reports

and once .;un poianted to the need of better cmiatm he .

ﬂ,}n thlnp tlut. ic (sovcrumt) ghould do thoub mld be improve
the seans of communicstion.”3 Agriculture was termed "s new ntzy ’
most certsin source of hoppincu" and the “Legislsture was d by

“The nolutuu sdvocated for attracting French audun u:tun
to the mt ssrginal lands of the Zastern Towvnships lml failed daspfte

certain: merucut nttupu to open upﬂgn lnd Aand to ilv/ sccensi>

buity.'-" In 1851 lnothcr specisl codittu vas otunlnd'u report to

i Y N N
N N

zmm tited in A. Faucher, th__,l; p.200,

-

°

- a

o 1A,-‘limhcr. anmmﬂm.-mu (uo-:;kmzryu,uio» «© L
p.200, C ‘

~ Assesbly on Immigration froms Cansds Esst to the United Stetes.” Unpub. MSS.,

3%, pown "1851 Report of  the specisl committes of /th E usuhwn

History 623, Professor R. m (Mostresl: Concordia University) p.J,

. - B R
g .

Sclargy raserves opened, 1854; nsssmo.ooo musu-mét dos
ferves vacantes; 1854-55: 755 1/2 miles of ney rosd opened, miles of o} -

road repaired (1857 Report ia pspex by M. M%.)
K . I _
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" the Le {shcive Auenbly on emfigration from Canade East to the United
;an The Dufrespe Report, as’it vas called, revealed the u-c
. * ' ipherept problems ss had.existed fo 1851 - yrmtuy tom, wco-ni—

a
. and ‘uck of government aid, Indeed io 1857 1i was still

‘ advocated that colonizetion was :w resl solution to the evil.of
" emigracion which ves a “public calawity'to’be deplored and if possible
to. be/sverted.”l 'There existed "plenty of land, around for settling
the incressed ‘po\pu tion of this agricultural -ocuty."'z
Given the fact that & nunber of French Cansdians durm o

l

/thu period sppesred to forsske agxiculture for industry where

guaranteed vages and security pravai 1: becomes imperative to examine
at this time vhere industrisl prozuu aud employsent stood in .relstion

to

| %@h

he various muupmm snd thcir cmlutm -According to Fasucher,

Chsuvresy m vu the 1mt nuuntc and :ho most ‘reslistic of
the reports., A&lust the question of mum dcnlopmt vu not

§

’

ur_ad. On tlu question ot urufs ;nd msnufacturing the m stated .
thae net importantes muuu«t’bu dans co but on 6cE fattes ot accepries
projst de taxif . . , ." A certain confidggge in the future of the .

province was equslly expressed as' .
’
1s 2as Cansds, psv ses svantages maturels, est destiné
~ainst que les Etats du pord smericein, s deveénir un
grand pays manufscturier, 3 qui sersit 'ptopn 3 restenir

7 dnu ce pays les bras et les capitsux qui s'en uotmu.’

ucuutn raports did. not uhtu this optimism, o

W . The 1851 upm.'c o the :.pu of inlnnry satd uuu o "um-
N\

‘ %, pown, "1851 Report . . . ." umb m,. p.2 T,
2Map '-40 . E » }
~-= "7 3 raucher, Rapport Chauvrdeu ss citad in Qufbec o o . - P-198.

} »
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facturing because the sssumpiion persisted that Sgriculture waé the
Co all-puniuu road to success snd vhat little industry vouu"donlop
i

- would be 8 uwul resvlt of fulfilling basic needs for nucuuuu ml

Tbc Dufresne m reflectsd the same opinion ; eaphissis centersd

‘ \around fhc Pepiritusl uluc inherent to uricultuu.'?

|

Committes was not ignorant of nwﬂ:tu’ih nseds in thc country sod
utged the pto-otion of fu;ortgn _secure cnploymt.

Any tunlur

| ! ~ deliberstions on this topic, however, were deamed untluly. bence,

luding remarks were limited to s brief coneideration of proucylln .
tariff for home produu thet velp eseily fabricated. "3

4
u@mﬂwt the latter half of thc umuutb cont

4

‘est 1'hosme dbchu qui Smigre en ville. . . 'su dire des '
conomistes qui ont &tudif le phincmine avec utmm )
tte cause resulte du désir irresistible qu‘tyr .
.“‘“ pour tdcher d’ambliorer som sort.' L
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. Sherbrooke bet,vnn LB66 sad 1881 .u Shcrbtookc, Aduricg thu putod.\c:;
perienced both lerge m:umc grovth and industrisl /
' ‘rbc ctcy of ﬂutbtook;i.\du not emsrge overnifht

. priwud the city direct access for its §oods to botlkmuugn and

"“i *
-

cester capable of, ueurug employment for ddsillustoned French Censdiss & -
hnuunu desirous ol uurug industrisl occupstions. Yet, Mutty ) K

vas not something mol to the cuy. As urly ss the ugu 1840's, . \
"Shartrooks had well established yood"l gn/d "f1snnel industries.”? The
resl mg;f to Lndusirial developmest, hovever, d1é mot occur watil the
coming of‘fbc reilrosds in 1857, The completion of the St;; unu;c snd
Atlgotic Reilrodd 1n 1853, with ooe of its main terminsls ip Sherbrooke,

Auztc’n;-uhu; Accordipg to Hamslin the Teilrosds emhasced setctlement '
snd wars. dtnctly responsible fot the uublul-cnt of "two sewmills in
Sherbrooke in 1852 snd hun-caul in attracting Mutruluu to the

&,

«  The tnduurhl uttvuy Muud by the unnc of the :Qurudn
1s nu ul.ututd in ﬂu m w of ],”1 Duplu 8 relativi ly
msll populstion M.oop the city ,mnmh.n housed some 17 factories '
 which fpcludeds - - B ~5 "‘ .' v
8 brick and (] -mhctunr, & p'u; nfll, psper sill, saw
nill and pstl factory, s sleigh snd carrisge maker, cuckcu.
bresd and cakes confectionery, s clothing and dys menwfecturer,
tvo axe factories, s sash, blind snd door meker, s book storse,
snd m shoemakers, sn trn foundry. 8 harness and cabinst meker
Thirtess prominent cuum nu npud as ouhor urcum or [

In effect, by lnlym s chnu u.euud by Jaeob |
book, frkan Revalevmeat in fonth Ceatral Satarie. one cone

15, emetia, r.w.mm....;..;g. trans.J.MeKescher ,p. 265

4

‘posiaion Limzitel Oostresls 190), 936, -

' 3 Mu. /8 ”b"mm o.m- mchr.y.l”. ’
4. .
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Sherbrooke, 'by 1857, va?tﬂ the centrel plsce in the reg.in‘n and vas

St >Ry
entitled to be consider full-fledged town. Spelt urund trans-

<

portuton hctut?n/ud u-suumun ‘L"“”*C,; ilpcuttn in

sssessing mZéorum of & settlement, Sherbriqks vis indesd vell .

.ndov\.i/x;/ umc as the Grand Trunk Reilwsj “and daily stage
-‘grvi;e’ to vnrlour points outsids thc town guarantesd grovch. Furthexr~
more, the "mru of lav for the Dutrut. the u;mry omu for the

/mty and the chief office in Cansdq of m};g:mﬂ Americen Lead
Coqny"l ‘were sll locsted in the town. }outfc\ally. the town "vas

sn elactorai districe, ncurntu ‘one mesber to ‘the Provincisl. rmunu.'é

‘ - m:'broou also hzum 5nlt’: four other mutrmu (other than tlu o
existence of ssrvice udutrm) thet were desmed Recesssry befote s°

<

\

- nuuunt was to be sccradited ss s full-fladged. town, mly. undcuu-

tion-from the um, l‘dtul, finsncisl and medis “profmw ‘ﬂu

S mwm Sherbrooks 1isted 15 people engsged 1o legsl

- ", ‘professiops, three doctors, & besk called the City Bank, sad two u@y

- sevepepsr, The Canadian Timas, Mmﬁuuu’ B

| | ~ Within two yun, by 1859. thc mul nocnruy of m cuy
and region lud muuuud du‘ sstablishmént of mﬂm’ Mnkf "thc
uuneu} mutunnu of thc towub!.n had bscome.such that cmu could

S - beno tunhn dalsy without serious dmu to business ot brery kind. ﬂ"/

R J The opening of the mun‘!uuhipouaktuﬂ”. vith mwm;é 1n

H

.

% oansdtan Dazestory of USI. ZIMd- ’nw s/
g ' ‘v. Rose, u u ” M' 70‘10 » oRto:
Oxford University Prees, ) P
1 e . - .
% . ) \ . ]
A} _ b: | “* t .
! " R ’ \ "y
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Ty lhcrbtookc. u-ply tlhutuud "a stage of -dyanuunt tu :hc ncm . e

 Vhieh called for the crestion of some finencisl nachinety. ! imbu L

) . © the ncn: eight yuu chc luk’l uttvuy in cbc sred of losns m P .

sesets incruud frg.t286,270 in sssets to 1623,195, m 1n Mm

£ro- 5179 006 o usa 972, incruun of 117% snd 154’. u ucpccunly.

J-

;- N 12 1863 doduscrisl uuup-m in the region snd Sherbrooke had
’ pro;rnm to the poi.nt of exciting - co—wt. Tha: Annual Report of: ﬂu - ]

£ ‘ Fastarn Tovnships Bsnk for thet yesr oum tbc followings

. ¥ s The dtnccqn see with pleuu‘c the gradusl devalopment | . "
.~ vt of manufscturing industries through the coumtry estsblished, » .
. . a8 they believe, on s dbund basis. Iu ‘the townships of . N o
i Sherbrooks, Coaticook and Danville ., . 8 spirit of . ) 7
~- . ' snterprise siems to hsve shown 15--1( in &' more urud ' .
: " fashion than at sny other rime, ,

\

> S " . mu sp*ru of mumtu § " 11g uruuly had sn clfcct upon the
' muuttan structure of ths ctty. nnformuly. m«-.»muyum-»

P ‘ , \' :g:m popuutun dmrumm tor this nﬁicuhr period vas utlwr
- 9 cpun. . Awmuu to the Public Atduvu of Canads m 1861 xmucup; ‘
) Centus tbr the City of Sherbrooke wes dnsvailable, The 1861 mmm AR

_ ‘ Cmu. ‘which does m duttuuub lntmu urban snd runl. provuu ) ‘,

N , thé only insight inte dmsnphu nmcuu as clu Shqrbrookc County . ‘
uuul figures nublt-tmt ths county'’s poyuhtm st 5,899 vt\tb an . ‘
athote brestdown of soms x,m mm Cansdisns u?ﬂ 4.uo poeple of !

';' "' puglish epesking descent or others. - . N :

| . In the decads that followsd, mm Cansdisns begen to ssttle '

. in ﬂurlmwb in huo undu'i. A lnub vnlay Ravspsper vas louadot
) . Ql : .' ’. te v - . * £

ST ") Rolo, . m&‘m..;.; B L 376,
’*umn Tomehips & heak el basart {55 M2 (mm.om, P,
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Qouth shore \,og the St. ch. about thirty miles

- &

in 1866, LeJZionniet. ‘a8 1t was c-lled. professed to be "un“journal
politique, agricole, induurul commercial, de l&‘ince 4: d'annonce-"‘ L

and 'politic"ally‘ conurvauvc.

»

E-C. Bclanger were both lavyers and devoted to the upatri.tion of x
“ - hS

: Thc editors and owners, H.C. Cabsns and-

their cg_gagriotgl gx;lég in the United States. . A

-

—~ A

hnd bcen born “at Rapide Plat, about seven -iles below the City of

Two- of hia brotherl h;d taken up residence in Qorcucet. -, S
N .

Hau.. and edited a leading French nevspaper in Nev Eagland, pnnely.
o —la Coyrier de Worcester.
." \ .

H.C. Cabana, on the other hlnd,~d'uccndc¢l! from’

s vealthy farming fﬁimh‘éwiﬂa\qf Vercheres, ;ocl‘ted on the
Mt.'mtt'auf.~3
« " w

The_reaction of Le¢ Pionnier to the industpial progress of

‘ ’ ) -
Betwveen 1866 and 1868 the Rl

Sherbrooke wvas, at the outset, -low-keyed.

solution to French Canadian emigration was envisaged as 'Hlapéndeg upon

e

and clcrgy. Nearly every publicntio\u of tha paper kopt\rudou abraut of ,
dcvclfpuonu in that ares.” The editors felt that this qu:uion\nktqo\ -
. vital an issue to ignore: ’ - o o _ ‘&
nous voulons y rwcnir souvent; parce que c'est potre " . , ‘

golit: que nous pensons comprendre la nécessité d‘i tenir . ’

N cette question sans cesse devant les yeux du publique

terres magnifiques qu "1l reste I d“richer et A peupler.

} According to Cabiéna and Bglnuzcr the lack of fnhrnf in settling
» . 4 N .
S 1 S -
" Ls mm (Bherbrooke) , 1866. : '
- zc.n. Rose, A mﬁ; u,gnm; (Toronto: Rose
/ . Publishing, 1888), p.673. Vol.l. © . . .
" \ - ' SMO » Pv662 . RN

‘h Piouniex, (Sherbrooke), 17 svril 1868.

L.C. Belanzer, the eldeu son 1n a family of tw’:zlvc ch.ildrm. s

et que nous avons sunducnt 3 coeur 1l'&tablissemant des ’ .

-ty
. 3¥
_ W
. .
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the newly.opened tcrrltorien tn the Town-hips ltemd fr,m the mll
number of "chanins\i liue-"l' in thc region and the lack of cdcquatc \

information available to prospective utﬁorg: "1'une des causes qui wr

e R by
paralyse le plus la coloniution, c'est le manque de umignucnu QQ
sur les Cantons de 1 Est."2 Appesls vere launched by the pten S

<.

ans la but de fournir des , .

inviting people ‘to write in to thé peper '
renleigmnts aussi _cmplet‘a* que possible sur les Cantons de 1'!-1;."3
It ' was impressed upon the readers that correspondence on this matter

wvas "un point d'honneur et de pltriotiue: wh Subsequent issues csrried

!

LY
numerous letters to the editor covering s nruty of\_tyl—vf ungiag from

- _the gcognphical attributes of the Townships to proper -oil md farm i
unlgmnt. ' R N
v . e f 8 . % .
This emphasis on colonisation did not mean that the topic of

4

industrial development vas totslly ignored during this period. 1In fact
;w atticlu appearing in the Jnnuary and hbmty ‘issues of the paper

phdcd the firet and dltnilcd -urvay of the unuhctutfug ttnngch of

5 -

Sherbrooke. ‘Figures related to productivi;y, employsent and wages nnd

-
annual returns on ixivugunu were provided for most of the ninatsen
industries mentioned in ;hc articles. It was noted that the larger !
tndultrin such as Paton Manufacturing, La Carrildre H.R. Beckett,
Beckett & Co-p:;y Hhtch hctory. Ang\u Logan Paper Company, La moulin -
d scie British m:'ican Land, and La filaturs Lomas nploycd 180, 50, '
40, 38, 35, and 28 people ulpoctinly."s Hovcvor. le P on made no
. b e ‘e | ‘
31bid., 26 jaunvier 1867. _ )
s L7 7 |
A}

P
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reference to the manufacturing potential of these factories as a
solution to the problem of emigration. -

— T ‘ . L

* Even the opening of an axe factory by s fellow French Canadisn |

did not arouse enough sentiment glthou'gh {j'h plupart des employés -

\ g actusllement d'am la manufacture sont des compatriotes que son Etab-

i 43

liumnt s ‘u revenir de 1l'exil dea Etnu-Unil."l This enterprise,

-

L

Le Hgg g r felt, vas indeed a noble ef fort and Benonltnted that:

l'elprit d' inithcive ut loin d'ctre endormi parmi
- uous; nous l'avons cultivé et il nous a bien servi; )
: .. 11 nous & donné la joli ainnce. la pronperit& assez . ) %
4 enviable qui nous favorise en. ce moment.

y The faith of Le Piopnier in colonisation as s deterrent to
enigration vn; not shaked until a project which called for the con-
struction of a riilrogd to t'rnvctu "une partie d'Ascot, Eatom, Bury et
Ltngvick”z vas lbundonnod in 1869. Throughout the sumer of the 'prevtoul
year Le __LQM.%!!. hld already cxpruud ury dcfinite sense of disgust

over the buunt uctnltlon cxhibiud by the govern-cut in arryiug

va

nev railroad project promised to redress

out colonikation pllru.

_ former arunn,o and quickly arou ..Q good deal of enthusiasm. Rail-

L

road construction’ vas considered vvnluhbh rmdy tor uigntion as

)

R T colon\qui avouino une voie forrio. {uunt 1! hivor. est slr de

4

dom—

-*

~

A
A%

1'ouvrage dans les moulins du nnuhctutn\c ~qui botdent ce chesin. T

o The nmpupar f-lt oxhaltcd at tha fact that unally enter~

1 ] ~
T ST —

prhing individuals were now s king new optionl to oncouruo and aid

. colgniut;i&‘n as wost o( the previous efforts . .

tentés par des particuliers, par différsnts socibtés et .
par le’ gouvorunt nime . . . pour mw- nationsux T —

-~

x

1m4.. 3 aolt 1867.  Ipid.. 10 juillec 1868, - +
3bid. , 17 avril 1868.° ‘ \
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2 prendre la route de la fordt‘. . . ont produit quelques
resultats, mais sont tous loin d'avoir en tout l'effet
désiré.1 , !

" Unfortunstely, this railroad plan did not‘ materislize due to -
f financial complications and vodld‘no't be completed for many years to
' ) wr
"come. The question asked was simple ”ui"' quand les ressources per-

uttergnt-ill deile nire?"z \An alternative vas even proﬂdcd "au

-

lieu, qu'un chemin de bois pourrait étre construit dans une couple - D
d'années”,? yet, subsequent issues meationed 1ittle on either roads
or Philroad. It was at this point that the topic shifted to industrial
development and the need for protection. v

Early in 1869 indulcry and 1:0 function 1o Canadian .ocuty

.ﬂ’U" ‘

b;cuc the focal potnc of many editoruh. IThe opinion thnt tpo o
promotion of industry vas instrumental as a de.tatnnt to dhigration
also started to tcui—.ve vi.dc p;;blicity. In fact this point of vievw
over the next three years was to become more and more prmunccd a8

the prul .nthulu-tiuny proclaimed the benefits inhcrcut to in-

T

dustrial developmant. InAnrly 1869 it already ruliotica'lly affirmed
that: T ‘ ' g

tout I‘e -ondc ne saurait lttc agriculteur, pas plus fci
qu'tﬁlwn. et il est &vident que nous sommes destinés
;mous livrer 3 1'industrie jusqu'd un certain point;
uturc de-notre sol et notre position géographique, ¥
Mcn clint et nos habitudes en sont une bomc preuve.
A dejres of protection was also imperative in a young. country -

m\(

such as Canada as 1t would encourage capitalists to build tlct_;ri'u‘l and

03

"donneront plu- de rnoourcn 2 ccnn qui sxistent dijl. Effective

Ibid., 17 avril 1868.  ZIbtd., 10 juillet 1868, Ipid.
§1p1d., 26 mat 1869. - SIbud. '
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P . . ' and pto-pt implementation of such a poiicy guaranteed permanent
- nployunt for uo:n pcuph. 2 des nnntuseo plus adunuzmn
Y qu'd l'écrangct. et cels dans ls patrie lhc e v, o clest 12,
. croym-nou- que se trouverait le remdde i l'énignuon."l This
feeling found expression in subsequent Issues pertaining to protection
and its effect. . . T | ‘
As time progressed the degree of comviction that the Trench
puuigf Sherbrooke displayed onr tl‘; mo:tnn;u of i;:dultrhl: dmulcpr
) meng v;-. on more than oie occasion, openly {llustrated 1in written con-
frontations regarding divergerices of opinion. 1In s reply to an Arthaugﬁ
‘pipet vhiich wtated that protection c’:;od a monopoly :uttiuutcl to both
= producer snd consumer, Le __Lgmg fhzly di-countcd any such nohsense by )
cicing the cuq:le of a chuu factory in a mrby town vhich benefited
all parties concerned, farmer, factory owner, and consumsr. Protection

would only strengthen this already healthy relatfonship end further

- "
enhance the prosperity 3f such an enterprise, harce

! - si nous avions, par suite des bienfaits de la notcction. .
une abondance ds manufacturisrs du unro de celles que
nous allons parler, les cultivateurs n'auraient pas 2 se
plaindre aprds tout , . . donc en avant nol unutacturu'z ‘ '

There can be little doubt at thu -point that 1,; _mm did not

. have exclusive ruhto to the opinion that industrial dwolmont con~
M -

stituted. ;yc anever to the probles of enigration. In’an lrt_ic_lc dated

October 1, 1869, a Sherbrooke msnufacturer, L.I. Boivin, vrote s lengthy
letter to the editor entitled "Quealques considerations sur notre
1n4ui:ru manufacguridre. 'Filature de coton; moyens i prendre pour en

avoir une.” The essence of l;u srgument lay in the fact that the city

Libid., 26 mat 1869, 21bgd., 24 décembre 1869.
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of Sherbrooke possessed all the features decemed necessary for it to
become, in the not too distent future "une grande ville indulttulh."l

The city's waterpower, accessibility to sarkets and availability of 4 ,

-
"

unpov;r were to be t\tiliud to the fullest. DBoivin revieved the
various industrial nublilhmtl of the ctty. one of \dsich, the Paton
Manufacturing, being compared to the "étubuumnts du méme genre de -
Lowell ou du Lavrence."?
Monsieur Boivin considered thie results of ;hh investigations
self-explanstory.’ :Hore gha:n 959 people were dircctly uplbyod in the
. various 1“@::“1 nt&ﬂlhunlgl of the city, not to mention a score
of oth "qui ep"tctitcnt des avantages sans upcndnnlt @tre attachés
3 aucun &tablissement.”’ Hence, the srection of new industries,
upcc:l-lly a cotton mill, depended upon "l'hcr* et 1l'esprit d'entre-

lll.

l prise of its cittuul and vould serve to enhance the pronpcroul

/
industrial entrepreneurship llrugly s0 prevalent in the city. Boivin

ptcléntedr an elsborate scheme for the financing of such a projact and
'conﬁludnd by reminding the Frenmch populace that this mill would ucurc
aptoyunt for some "250 3 300 personnes . . . que l'on ponrnl.r. !nin

rovcnlr du Etats-Unis.”> The English press ulso drev atteation to

Boivin'l scheme. An.article .written by s citizemwholsheartedly agraed

‘with Boivin's proposal as
this plan will snswer dur wants in all Tespscts c

as everyone praised the value and scknowledged the 6
value derived from the one destroysd by firs in 1865. ‘

- Within a year the lhut' ftom an a}uihn ideology to an industrisl
outlook as a prime factor in retaining French Cansdisns in the country

1ipid., 1 octobre 1869,  2Ibid.  Ibid. ‘Ibid. SIbid.
“ghexbrooke Gesette & Bastern Townehios Mdvertisex, Oct.9, 1869.
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appeared cmlete.ﬂ ,In fact it is pot too pretentious to state that

‘Le Plonnier was progressively being carried awdy a mounting frenzy

of cnthguign for indu:trhlintm\. Even the appointment of a mis-
-iou’ry priest t& ﬁpurhtion purposes nlong with ccgti:l.n lncccut'ul
ventures by the Société j_gw de 8t. Hvacinth failed to '

. excite the press. Colonhation was still a noble effort and lndud

these locintin, if udequluly financed and allowed to continue in thh

nnqer vould prove to be an effective say "de ralemtir l'huution et

de favoriser la ’coloﬂmiiou de nos tm:l"l.'yct. the antuice of

industries could no longer be ignored as i:hcy vere nc.d;d Ysfin de créer

jde\ 1'ouvrage 3 nos populations, en temps d'hiver surtout.”? The crestion

) employment oiaporcunltigl for ‘thc French Canadian polgple vas ylcnthl 5
to the "bien-dtre et pro-pctitt" of the French u't&ptl thus, "le moyen de

n3

lui en donnct (de 1'ouvrage), c'est d'iublir du factures.

. This feeling found cpuuioa at the loeal lcvcl as an umutm
called L 'Association des zmm dlegy do zmm had been recently

created "dans le but d'ltinr des bicisses convmblu pour - ln fins

unuf:ctutﬂru." This-enterprise, in the cyn of lg Piompier was "une
source de pro-pn':lt& pour ses habitants (sﬁrbrookc).”l' Many rrcnch

Canadians vere prominsnt among its prmun. a factor vhich lrouud 'y

| dcuntn sense of pride: ,
nous !lucuou de tout cosur les pronouun de l'antrcprm.
parmi lesquels nous sommas fiers de voir figurer plusieurs
ugl-tnngai-, et nous leurs souhaitons les pllll grands °
succle:

'As the British American Lard Co-pqny who owned the land slong the Magog

" River was disposed ud'vuuu\.:q sel1 "n'importe quel pouvoir d'esu sur.

21bad.
&m.. 16 septembre, mo. SIbid.
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le Magog A des conditions liberales . . .” and that these buildings
oiice eonlctui, would. be rented "A quiconque désirera s'en servir
pour des fins umtnct‘urutu"l ,Le Plonnier 1r; concluding moralized
"Ayons des manufactures et nout prospdrerons, nos frires 6-131-63‘ noug
i reviendront et 1'émigration Etrangire se dirigera vers nos ph’gen."z

The newspaper continued to ride the crest of this wave of

enthusiasm well into 1871 and openly condsmned opponents: of indus-
trialization schemes. Early in the year Prench Canadians were asked

-

to put themselves “d ls hauteur de u a;tuption" by supporting a new
industrial pr?jccc involving "%n puissants compagnie de Cornwall"3
vhich had displayed an mcrui in opening operstions in Sherbrooke.
Thin factory promisad to nploy Pdeux i 300 familles”; hmc. given
this tnctor, coupled with the adnntozu Sharbrooke offered as a main

tcninl. ‘on the Grand Trunk line, thc prospect of the city becoming,

\ L

in the neasr ‘?uturo. "1 e du principaux centres de la provim ct

-

1a capitale viritable des Cantons'de 1'Eet"® was 1o loucr a remots

. possibility. ' f \ )
.. The scheme; unfortunately, fcl{ through only to be vnp‘ucad’
3. - "u‘.tcly by snother project advanced by the same promoter, '

m»bm. which called for the extension-of thc Paton Iunutnc:uung
,-‘.,', + 0 MelL. ‘l'bil lﬁl. since its !ouuding in 1866, had besn the bub of - "
\Mj%uttﬂty in the city. Its employment qd twt umru as ‘
< .| .early as 1867 had buu 180 pooplq smployed and $300,000 1n yearly

productiou, :

l}mh. 2b4d.  Ibtd., 27 geovier 2871, ‘Bad. - .

bl
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‘hud the ulv:lu'-ipluod by the n-bot of hruunt for ui;hbuuu

| ol:'th. Privy Council end s ninister ol. onuulturc."‘ under the

/prc-oton of the Paton K11, . Hence, in pushing this extension project,

\ o , 17
S

iy i871 the Paton Manufacturing Mill slong with two other

textile mills, M., Lomas u;d Foss and Grindrod, grossed more thas /&\
$570 000 snnually. It was noted at this time tluc quol dommeage qu'il i *
n'y sit pas une dui-dounm comme cclln-ci dcu toutu .nos petites ' ‘&'
villes! L'éatgration aux Etste-Unis dis{nverait 3 vue d'0ei1."! Thus, 4
soy oxtansion of an M;runt industry such as Paton Yhevitably aroused \
: RS : - .

bm interest. . “ Cooe ) - ) _
. In respect tolthe Paton extension projoct Ie Xionnisr utsod the
French-Canadien population of the city to sttend the public masting
ul.l.od‘,on this matter and ,qluuca,uy ‘warned readers that any diver~
gence of opinion og this topic was intolersble. The matter vas clesr-
cut as it wvas an opportunity ' '
fort propice pour l'mMc de nos intérits materiels:
. 11 nous faut des msnufactures en ce pays r retenfr .
"'motre population, et y attirer des immigrants. Or,

rappellons-nous que catte source de prosperité est Jéud &
ment avantageuse sux localités qui omt u chance d¢' ls . / |

posssder, Profitons-en, 3 1'assemblé.? o 'y
The paper attentively followed the ptocudinu of the publ i

meeting and took pleasure in rmtcins tbat "cc projet est nrtouc

sccusillt avee faveur."? Mclumu. u cmcilud the people to
Compton County, John E Pops. Pops, soon to be "qnn in a member

lhcdonuld Government , had bsen closely linked to the city's progress
-as 8 Director of tlu Eastern Townships unk nul% of- the originsl

? -
By, Smet 1071, 21014, Yibid.» 19 mat 1671

Yo.x. Rose, Amu. : ,;. Pp.650~651, Yol.2




he hld expounded on the importance of msoufacturing as a "moyen de |
créer de 1’ owrne i -notre pauplc >+ » 3 coux qui ne se muat
points de dispositions l l'utuultuu e o . 6t d’ln'tur 1'Smigration” .

| ‘qui nous dévore. nl

'mu opportunity, urqod Pope, must }bc u)iud 1-.“-
ately, otherwise "noi enfants sursient un jour uimrdo se lever en -
jugement contre nous et de rspprocher notre apathie et indifférence."?

;4 m tcl.t that industrislisation would gusrantes both

the future of Sherbrooks and thiast of t‘_u French Canadisn.” The ip~

dustrial movement could no longer be contsined” and the mapufscturers -
. 4
ot\mrbrooko. given both financial and community support, wers

L ]

destined to make the city into "Le Lovell du Cansda.”’ S~
There can be 1ittle doubt that the Frech Canadisn eitisens of
- Sherbrooks shared the view of the press on the importsnce of industry
vis-s-vie upuy-m and emigration. Ls Pionuier never failed to remind
its thdctl of public meetings called to discuss potentisl Mutrhl
projocu. Subsedudbit issuas carried very detsiled nmu%c of tho
procudun. The attendsnce wvas slways describad as large and”. . . )
- tr8s enthousiaste pour recevoir P rapport du Comité . . . ok mct#
to sccept the final proposal worksd out betwsen ths city and lut\ory ‘
ower were alvays accepted unsnimously " . ‘. su milieu das plus vifs —\".\ ,
upphuduimtl.':s Dissenting opinions held m'o~ ovay st thess meetings. ‘

. The newspapsr fslt no ;ud to comment on the few disssaters as "laurs
, ni':hn resterent sans .tm.*‘ Hence, £t ws mirnlly accepted that
Slurlmnh'l t promigent citisens, soms of thn French,had m:um

thu exa of prosperity snd Ls Pionnikr ;hdl.y nmud that "tous ses

.+ "la Rissatex, (mrbmm. West 107 Zpia. s
-~ ‘M-. 2 juin 1071, " Sid. Sy ;

&
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ulthuoquult of this w vas to effectively

4

slevate the ctty. oncs the um ;muut mld be cowhnd. to

the rank of ”pnlh: parmi les vum muhcturﬂru de ce pays. n2 I'
The essence, of the mtter, hovever, lqy not solely upon the material
benefics inhersat 1ia Mrbroolu'o prunrur. but more hponucly.

the example seteby its e:l.eimu. The government could not be oucucly‘

bl.lud for the evils of uuntunu “is faute, c'est B nm."3 'rbc

i

solution rested upon sn -

soprit d'iniciative . . . . Du soment que l'on verrs que

les menufsctures sont destinkes 3 devenir 1'uns des aRe
principales source de la prosperité de. cette province, les
upit:ltstu y tourneront leurs regards &t leur succls sers

assure, ' . ' ’

Capitalistic enterprise tn s town or city vas dependent upon
the encoursgemet and support of the populsce. Sherbrooke hed success-
fully demonstrated the pouatul and bouu" derived from active
pnnutpum in uducrhlmtun schemes. Should this conviction and’

W be Appucd throughout the prwinu. the rasults

-~

would bs no less then nputuuuu '

1a population aupuuu pnr w-uuun. s lieu de
disinuer par 1l'Ssigrstion . , . Alors, nous n'surons
. poinst B envier ls sort sate m ds nos wisins: ls
/ peuple trouvers ici de 1' agg oo tout Cemps de ™
1'annfe, ot 1l restera uu pays,

By 1872 Lae Ricnnisr talc satisfied that mﬁ:mz duclmtk,
had teken place. In effect, in 1871 the Esstern Towmships m in its
m_m stated that Bherbrooks dus to u/- "sreat advances duu.u

wh
\ ~
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the past fev years and the ﬁudht. prospact. of incressed manuf.ctur~
ing enterprise on a soldd is and on s large mu'vu "destined té
sbortly becoms ths most important sest of lmlu:urtu outeide the cuy

ol Monitreal. nl

;e ‘rhc Paton Mssufscturing, whose "uwills nu-bhd lictle nmuctur-
ing tovnl in themselves” was already consider "thé largest in the

) Dominion of Canads,” The yearly production usuru, once construction

R _Mmm;m/ -

' . terminsted, wers estimsted to nm from 6500.000 to 0600 000 per snnus,”
thus requiring ths ml.omnc of ; pj’ 500 handc. ochot locsl mututnuu
also had made their urk in the Cansdisn economic scane. The uxtih

_ uills of A. Lonu and A.L. Gr:lndrod and Cmny. due to t‘ly qulity ot tbc

/ . - nrchmduc produced, had an "unh.luhod reputation in the nrkct."‘ Tw

t , | ‘ paper »ills of Angus Logan nm!“cmuy. vhich produced more than "thres

tons of pipot perx 'dny"‘ vers dncl:tbcd as carrying on an "extensive bcutnuq.”
e ' s The population and smployment opportunitiss 1§ the city had both

‘ /nhown healthy ntu,lot growth, By 1871 the city's popylstion had reached
.cuﬁe Census, 1871), an incresse of

. rapked sixth ‘ptovtncuuy in sise after

< 4,417 people (sccording to the

t‘ ) " 1,840 since 1851.5 ¢ Bborbroo

C "umrn ‘rmuhipl ME# Apsual Repext 1871 (Sherbrooks). . C
‘ . ‘g, S / - r
oy

. : \ °‘tlu Public Archives of Canada have acknoviedged that the section of /

: the city loestad in Orford Township wvas missing. Repésrch has revesled that
the missing residents possibly totalled 421 people;most of vhom wers, in all
probability ,prominent English citisens,residing in the North Ward which vas
located in Orford Township, The 1851 Cadsstxe de ls vills de Sherbrocks
vhich unfortunstely is in deplorable stats, nevertheless revesled a surveyed
yot largely unssttled area for that section of ths Town. Many properties u
Orford Township were owned by such eminent citisens as A.T.Galt,Righ is-

~ sioner for thé British Amer. Land Co.$G.7.Bowen,Righ Constabls & future mayor
‘of Sherbrooks;k.P.Yelton,Public Motary; C.Whitchsr,SurveyorsElsasor Clarks,
Revenus Inspector. Subsequent SadasStras esp. that of 1863 l&ﬂd tha North
Ward as predoninantly occupied by English speaking tuunzv\{u French

nilisy of g.“nuy appeared to be concentrated in the commercisl & tmurul
ssction of ths city vhich vas entively lmud in Ascot Townehip. 7
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" French Cinadian 465 2266 -4
English - . us0 -, 958 . '
Irish 798 S 1 I
Scots - 114 429
. . . ~

Other 10 . n

- — 4

— _
“ Totsls & 2577 4417@

bath census had retained their respactive ethnic clessification, #iso dis-

- individual classifications. The 1871 Menuscript Census, on the other hand,

Montreal, Quebsc, Three Rivers, qu‘,' and Sorel. Bt :hio;:mh vas

not dus to significsnt incraases in the English upiau of tb; popu~ ‘
latiof 1In fact judging from the mnuéript Census of 1851 and 1871, E -
the English spaskiog section excluding the Irish apd Bcotch elements! |
hed actually ;l:oppcd iy ttxc tj,nnty yasar period, possibly by 232: (Table 1). -

X
TABLE I *

. CITY “OF SHERBRYXE
TOTAL ETHNIC POPULATION 1851 - 1871, >

=y

“ " Ethaic Growp .. 1851 1871

/ » i

] s - Ty .
Both the Scottish and Irish alements, on ths other lmu}. which for

played cbauu.‘ It sppesred that the Irish population dscressed substan-

tislly over the twont; year nﬂod by pouﬂgly' as muth a8 105, vhersss, the .
»

Scottish element incressed Iby 315, (Tabls I abeve).

: \

lin the 1851 'Ihmcr?p‘; Cenaus, ‘people lomrlg"_'!rol Bagland, the
U.8. and Pritish Canadisns wers classified in the final tabulation vith these

chuu!(d all the former as English under the origins colums yet dis~.
tinctions were possibls as another column provided the Plsce of Firth,



&

hmh Cansdian representation in the city. -
Mabtmu had greatly rises. According to the dats svailsble, the '

&

The wist notevorthy cham dw;rnphmlly rested with thc
1

Since _185; ths rrmh

npch c.num population lml ruu by 1801 vhuh uptﬂuud |

387.3% increase over twenty yuu.
(loto‘r Table 1),
tailed changes u the ocwpuioml lcnl.

French (51. 3%).

In 1871 Sborbrooka vas ovar lult
This demographic chluo also en-
?rmh camuu hcld the

" 1ion'y share of jobs in the Muuzul. do-uttc and nnrc!!ulfud

sunbers in thess areas.

fields with -virtuslly no other sthaic sroup even cpp?‘un tbcu

In ctfut. the 1851 and 1871 lhmucript. Wnﬂ

niqu dmtuud that :lu Canadisn took -advantags of the industrisl

'proguu o! tho c'.lty.

By 1811 more than 323 French Cansdians wers

~employed 1n industry in Sherbrooks, sn fncreass of 244 or 308% over

" 185l

~ . [

(Refer Table 1I), ~ e
¢ CTABLE 1T \
CITY OF BHERBROOKE -

.

A COMPARIEOM OF THE ETHMIC™ - ~

OCCUPATIONAL nunzmm
1851 ~ 187y

[

0y

3
. [ , [ AN
Prot'l 5 20 1] 36 3 10 2 11 1 2
Dom, 23 101 58 27 7 45t 10 16| .. 3
o WG 9 286 105" - 38 428 63| 133 2 1 .. 2
© AgE. 6 6 26 11 10 13 b . e e
£
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In the non-classified sector where occupations gspecislly

i3

. that of labournr ny bs clouly linkod with the industrial progress
| ‘_ . ) of the city. rronch Canadians ugurod proliucntly despite an oversll
o rocjuction of some 247 prl\tn the field. Between 1851 and 1871.tho -
d ' . non=classif ied occupations puvio}\lly held by Irish, English, and

“S(.ou had declined by 365, 67 and 9, whereas French Cansdian p:rtici-
pation in this sector rose sharply bv 192. (Refer Tabl’ 1. v
’ I Whu}l of the press on the need of industrial development . |

‘to thwart Prench 7&§3M 1on and secure full-time employment
‘ S~

. \ ~
appeared. to wane substantially bastveen 1872 and- 48]4. The decline, T~

/

however, was noticeable at the lcnl of iuﬁnuty not lublt.nnco. Thc »

hq nuiclu published on .tha topic of 1ndultry during thess yuu vers

£

PEREN

R
niud at further consolidsting a reading public's comnviction ot the N AN
importance of 1nduatry by 111untu:1ns the material bcnotits offered by
. nnuf:cturigg. In rnction to a lecture delivered at the rcquut of ch

Paton thufacturing by Professor Goldvyn\suth. Lle Pionnier remarked that ’
1 A"

5 "les capiuliltu de Sherbrooke ss sont montris lu amis de 1'ouvyier.”
' i 3_ * Smith had denounced the use of illegal gtrikes acts of violence and
) 1labour don&gbguu in disputes batween labour and managesment. The paper ’ B
3
g. ¢ . Mas quick to remind wr‘:u that:
7 . L .
. la condition prospire de ses ouvriers (Paton) que l'on voit
o de tous cdtés acquerir des terres ot. des nilou. placer de C -
v 1llargent ) la bayquo. fait voir qu 11- n'ont 3 sea plaindre M
o de riemn . . . . )5
" Propar nanagemant of the employment benefits ~offered by um; '
z
.. hctutlu; 1ndultr1u such as Paton wvas hponl:ivo. No abuses could be
i\, : tolnltod as -phnrn ware but u.k!.ng to slevats worksrs "doul
o X :
e : . 1'6chelle l°¢1l1ﬂ; tout en demandant d'aux en retour 1'sccomplissemant

e . lue Pionnter, (ndrbrooke), 22 novesbre 1372.-..3.21!“'

J )
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entder, juste et liberale de leur dc’voir."l This theme found oxprul\fon
in another article evaluating the city's progess in éhc area of housing.
The press remarked: -

Chose remarquable A 1'exception de quelquss bitisses dans la
partie commerciale de la ville et de quelques résidences
‘privées . . . la plupart de ces améliorations et constructions
lppartimmt ) des artisans et A des ouvriers. Cell demontre
1'importance des uguucturu déjd &cablies .comue contribuant
3 notre prosperité. ' , ,

.
> e,

NI Industrial education also assuvad a place of prominence as a

promote emp loyment security and nduncinca;. Unfortunately the !rench,
surolment at 1'Eco h,;lu\Aftl et Manufactures (opened since January, 1874)
i vas -z;:o'cdtngly low —— 3 mere three l’nnch‘ Canadian students out of a
student hody of thirty. A greater French presence ;n l.ll institution of
this nature could hnYo c;r\;atod positive repercussions throughout "toutes
les classes de notrl'potin lociitl:l.'d
. Conuqucntly. given the .cncnl prosparity of the cicy and the
tucruln in both the French population and the Capadiegp's leaning
tovaﬁll induotry. and to a lesser extent non-classified occupations, it
\vl. quite conceivable that the press, by the ynt 1872, no longer felt
the need to continuously proclaim the ndvantnu 1nl;nrout to industrial-
1utiou -~ Sherbrooke's future as an important .mutlctnting center ///‘:"“-?-:»\\,
u-.d secure. TFrench Canadians, according to the 1871 Hu)ugr 4pt. //;/N‘f'
e

Comus. :ccivcly partook in the -plnmnt omtunﬁiﬁ nncnf.od hy/
//

industry. Hence, the 1oc¢1 press had mcccmd in ;ufcmqrp&qn scheme;

,‘3( A

lla Pionnier, (Sherbrocke), 29 novembrs uy,/ ’!M v
3nm.. 6 thvrier 1874.
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the sole tul rmining vas to act as the comscience otgvi:;za people
e

by r-iudins them at iﬁtorvalp of ‘the gratitude owe &*“ﬂu patrons of

uL —

industry by the simple fulfilment of an honest W"- work as the
latter sought only the social uplittins and y‘if:tc of their olployou.

Shcrbtooka s industrial boom unc;.@;conpmyina prosperity soon

,{r/ —

suffered a uti.oul utback as the vqtiﬂ dcprcnion of 1873 hit the

-: \ﬁ\ 8=

city in the fall of 1875, Unfn:;umtaly, for the duration of the

! depression, namely bttvuniﬁfn cnd 1878, little documentation exists
‘ wER
to enable one to accurately assess the mtcnaity of the crisis and ite

e’»\

full effect on tm ¢ity. Le .Piopnier had appnnnt.ly continued to
publish as rqmrch has umlod some 39 cditionl. most of which were
not hzlb}:, cny furt _/rfpgbliqu:lonl lﬂcyond thu number .ppur to be

7

‘ non—oq&;tont. The only indication of the city's reaction to the
1/ v
d,mé’.um vas found in the English psper, The m Nevs.s
~#sother French local La Progrds o 1'Esg both of vhich wers owned td -

,,»\f:\’ operated by the -uﬁopthﬁou. L.A. and L.c. Belanger.

Tt
('.

" P In 1874 L.C. Bclinnr. due ‘to a dispute of a political anature

BNIRL S W s e

»y

with H.C. Cabana of Ls Pionnier, broke avay frow Et. latter to join in

It

/
{é‘{
(=%

a partnership witha brotherL.A: Belanger thus founding & new French
navspaper Lg _m;_]g_ de 1'Est while at thc same time purchuinz and

; ’ unuins an established English pnbl:lcleton. m m Beve.
- Boch publications survived until 1878 at vhich time they were sold to

ALY
— e e &

La Compagnie Typographigque des Cantons de 1'Est.

Jud:z; ’!&- the evidence contained in both papers, the depres-

sion struck especially hard at the t;(uuhctutiu sector of the city's
\ﬂ — ' economy. La Proxrisds 1'Est reported & series of 'vork slowdowns by some

“

. .
B et T T T T O T A



)/ 2;&4.. 30'Juin 1676.  Ibid.. 24 sote 1976,  EbDM.,dfcembre 1877.

-of Sherbrooke's larger manufacturers, especially Paton and Lomas. By

_closed their mills "pour un congh indeterniné. ">

"rebuilt and qgtively resumed operation "on tue 40-50 piices de bétails

. par jour. "‘

v LE Sl

: & »
1570 by b e )w P I 2 1 AT ST VAN TR

-~

$.

September, 1873, Pato{: had decided "de suspendre ses travaux piadint L

quclquc_tnpl”l only to rummoptntiou tvo months later in November )

with the work week reduced to ‘t;ru days. Lo-u. as well, lulpcndcd

operations for two'months to reopen only in Jlnunry. 1876. w/ ’
The new gur bpought an intensification of the economic strife .

occasioned by the deisrc\nlion. . The prass r-portnd an acceleration in

plant slowdowns; in fact, by mid-year, Paton ‘and another isportant

local industry, La Compagnis des Viandes et Produits Alimentaires had

, y

The r&g?ptun.o! operations by chc Pa;on Mills.wvas marked by
a 207 reduction in vages. La Compagnie des Viandes at Préduicq Alimen~
taires, despite tho optimism of the press that the company "vi se ’ | TN 3
;unttu 2 l'oesuvre 1¢ premier de llpt“bt."a did not reopen und in
N%vubn of the same year fire entirely destroyed the premises of this
astablishment thus dopriving a large number of persons of employment. /
| ‘rbc year 1877 brou.ht the city a dogru of temporary relief.

By the !nll 18 COwuni. des Viandes st Ptoduiu Al:lunta:lru had been

Both Paton and Lonu had entered a rensved cu of presperity
o .4
"qui fait esplrer le retour de la bonne fortuno."s Paton with more,

than thres months -in back orders to f£ill evpn entertainsed the pouibil-
B } : g

1le Prosrds de 1'Est, (Sherbrooke), 11 septeatre 1875,
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ity of a ten cent wage hike "on dit qu'il u‘t.que-tion d'élever les
-salaires ‘de 10¢ dans ce vaste Stablissement."! Lml as well wvas .‘.’,

operating at full strength and "paut 2 pcim luff:lu aux co-nndn "2 )

This opthinfloon mf!cud a serious setback as within two
months a strike by 150 employees of the Paton Mills over the possibility
of n 102 rcduct:l.on in vages thrnccncd to disrupt opnntionl. "Heureuseé=
ment, qu'un arrangement a §té fait et que ‘lll grévistes se sont nn:ll ]

'1'ouvrage dans l'hprh-nidi.“ Purihermore, in the same month La

Compagnie des Viandes et Produits Alimentaires closed its doors with the

prospect of reopening only when “'la qnnntitl\dc‘ lni'ﬁroduitl actuels sers .~ ’
réduites.”® - i P ' ?
‘ X

* .~ Throughout thll vhole period, Le Progrds de 1'Eat had assumed a ;

%

lou-kcycd uunco in its assessuent of the financial cﬁ.-h yct a faint - *‘*i

pcrcopg%bh change appeared to be surfacing. In an article datod 2 novem~
bre 1877, and entitled, "Le signe du temps", the question of the city's.
decresasing population figures was rationalized in a wost 1nt.crnt.1n; ‘
manner. Sherbrooke, as :l.llultntdd dn Graph, page 28, had 1in fact cxpcri-' {
enced a considerable decline ‘in population since 1875, )ucnco. in aswessing
the problem, the newspaper .rijol:lcad in the fact that most of the femilies.
that had left Bhoryrooko "sont retournfes dans les ciupap;u :d_'on_' elles N
s'Statent Sloignées ces annbes dernidres."’ ) ’
The depression h.ld thus served a mluab.lc pur‘pou;
elle fournira } lil;ricultutc et 3 la colonisation des

lnj.tl qui s'ftaient portés vers les villes 2-» 1'6spoir
: d'y trouver un emploi mn. et remunsratif, ’

, - —
1M 2““ 3m, » B ‘fmuj,,m78c“ - 'Qm

. 5ﬁg., 2 novembre 1877, ° SIbid.
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.de 1'Est cessed publication in April, 1878, and became the property of
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Thu.) individuals had been blinded by the chimaric visions offered by .

urban employment. A movement back to the country had commenced and it

was falt that once all’ individusls capable of good honc;i: hard vork

turned their attention to the newly crested townships and s 11fe centered
around agrigulture then the great probler "du meilleur remdde 3 spporter .

1 The press

2 1'émigration de no-'co-pcctiotn setait p(in résolu."”
optimisticalf} concluded that this doprcuion "aura peut-dtre 1'effet de
produire la panace qui devra gulrir ce grand mal. n2

Any further assessmant of the newspaper's sund on the quuuon

of the effacts of the dcpnuton wvas impossible to gauge as Ls Progris

tha Compagnis Typographique des Cantons de 1'Est. Both La Piomniex \ y
end Le Progris de 1'Est were amslgamated. Le Pioppier de Shexbrooks,

as Ix vas nov called, vas once more the sole French newspaper in the :
eity. Both L.C. Balipnr and H.C; Cabana had iuqn retained in the e
capacity of contributors as they now choss to further pursus their '
'rnp-cuu carsers in Lav. o ) '

‘l'hn format of chc nawly cruud paper had changed considerably

* —
as had its cmtcntl.:}&ovcuu off.nrod by the 'vaper was extensive

=

‘as it became more int 1m117 oriented, often reporting and follow~ ~ - _
ing nry carsfully events occurring in Burope snd the United sulu. \/

The most noticesble changs, howevar, lay in 1ed approach to the quastion (
of industrial development snd colopization. !t’m not only to share the
viow previously hoid by la Bﬂﬂ!\h ! as t'lurdn the sffacts of :hi‘

depression, but R; vory. reaction to the d.ptonton‘uuﬁ took on a much
AN

. o, - N N
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nore\pronounccd tone. .
' Bctvun 1878 and 1882 it became blatantly ocbvious that the press -
no longer treated the question of industrialization fn the same. vigorous
) R .1
manner-as it had previously. Progress in the area of industrial entre-
proncﬁrlhip no longer received the enthusiastic ovation ft obice had. The
i
prospect of expansions by the Lomas, Smith~Elkins and Paton Mills in 1879
hilod‘ to raise ary excitement, even though the Patqn ‘project promised to
create! ", . ., de 1l'ouvrage pour une soiuante de personnes ds plul'qu'nupn-
" 1 ' ~ 3
ravant,” ( ‘ - o
In reality, as time progrénud. industrial nplay-c' nt increasingly
]

received negative reviews. Industry had snatched the woman from her

rightfhlg place in the home An;i fanily "en lui permettant de pramire le r

rfardeau fle 1'ouvrier st d'enlevat i celui-ci la bonne moitiS des débris

: du travail que le grogris d\c h mfcanique lui faisait dans 1'industrie."? !

This te dency vas considered is mal du silcle. Woman were mot only “’

. " degraiing thesselves by 'cn:or{.ns industrial occupations and depriving , %

agriculture of "une partie considerable de ses bras les plus visounux."a

: b 4
Lo -s'ai
qualified personnel in industry. . ‘ ‘ .
! . ) <
Unrestrained industrisl d:nlop-ant wvas another serious problem ‘

Lo SN on.a laises 1'industrie s 'emparsr dc la main~d'osuvre, l'arracher

-
g ’ +|x :rauux des champs ot 1'entasser dans lu villes d'une nnllu
| . ropon:lmh sux besoins du ply-."l‘ By 1880 um thems had taken a

Llant step forwvard; industry had bccou "ls plus mortel emmemi de la

yociits" yet, ’ﬂzutiou to h:.du-ttulﬁccntoil persisted;

s Mosptar da Serbrecks, 11 fuilier 1677, ;f,_
E |+ abtd. 6 décembre 1078. YDbid.  ‘id-  faud., 3 octobre 107, |
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chaque jour . . . nous assistons A un spectacley navrant; 7 )
nous voyons nos bellas, nos fertiles campagnas abandon- - .
nées par lsurs habitants que, méprisant la vie des champs

st sa douce indépendance, s'en vont se mettre su service

des capitalistes des villes et y grossir le nombre des

mercenaires.l .

.Industry offered no ncuﬁty "on ne songe pas qu'une guerre,
une révolution, une crise financidre peuvemt d'un moment paralyser
1l'industrie et jeter sur le pavé cette classe ouvridre."? }nu ~

v cogc}nuouu influx of workers to these centers wis bound to produce
=%>disastrous effects. The demand for work soon reached a saturation
point; hence, a decreass in wages followed nccolpnniad ua!.ttnlnl.y by
-~ . "le malaise, les gréves et les maux qu'ils ‘entratnent.’3

The ausvo( to these problems was li-ph and implementable at

tvo levels.. First, Le Pionpier de Sherbrooke reslised that the presence
of industry was yp g& m, unavoidable and to s degrse pécessaire.
Precautionary measures, howvever, were ispsrative. On one hand, tariff

a

- protection for both old and nev {ndustries was necessary. The paper

] ' offered no argument on this point. The Lomass, Smith-Elkins and Paton
# building projects were envisaged as a precursor of the forthcoming
todo‘ul gqvernmant 's protection, "la protection est A nos port&s.""

. On the other hand, the assence of the issus related more partic-’

ularly to the future. Strict cautiom in 'pr\o-ocins industrial development

" ) vas counselled. The financial crisis at the tiwe had been occasioned by

an unparalleled era of prosperity especislly in t)\. United States and to
a lesser degres in Canads. "John /A'. Macdonald's Ngtional Policy vas ."°“““

AN . -
to revive the aconomy and "nous forcer de crler notre propre industrie.”

The prime factor to remember in this respect was "l'excle . . . la £1dvre

I> n

-, 11bid., 27 f