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‘ : . ABSTRACT

A

THE LEAFY PARADOX ‘ e
;

A Study of the Tree Image in the Works of Five

Major English Romantic Poets e

A !
o g
: ‘ Jodwiga Krupski - - : ,
8 " . ‘

‘

The present study concerns itself with the explorgtion : .

»

of one aspect of Romantic noture imogery, os opprooched by five

mojor poets of the\pefind. There oppeored to be o poradox
. {
4 ]

between the Romantic view of poetic creotion as generoted by - .

the poet's inword consciousness and the deference poid o the

actual image wvhich appeors in o notural guise, no motter how

? 1

richly it is endoved with metophoric tenor. The vérying degrees

of intensity ond manners of -joining symbol ond metaphor with

vivid noture imagery in the works of Wordsworth, Coleridge, ¥

Shelley, Keots and Byron were submitted to scrutiny ond yielded

<L : ) . ' LA .
.. 'exciting insights into the uniquenkss, 6f each mode of poeti¢
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. BETWEEN THE DRYAD AND HER HOST
" (Introduction)
" . a .
. 5 . N

.It is easy tq understond why trees 3o foscinoted eorly
human consciousness. One has only to remember childhood and

the rich ronge of emotion generated by one single apple tree in

-
’

the backyord! It was o dwelling inside which the child could -
. enjoy the reality of b.ind shclghred, inaccessible from the
olien wvorld of odults, ond ot gﬁé some tine, dominating it
S _»£¥9n—a~%o4iy*purnt“uf*vdﬁtbf”‘“ It was o ship in full soil,
;voyxﬂg in every breeze Ond 1ifting. the young mariner to o

|

communion and oneness with lxvan noturo, only dimly sensed ot
4 . ' R ~

the time, but apprehended by the remembering ;dult in nostalgic
rot;olpoct. |

M Then thoro;ualithd:fruit: often forh{ddbn; on'oith;r soral .

or h}gicnic 9rounv;, but when tosted, as it inevitably u;:7\3f‘\\\

on ombrosial qﬁqlity,'nevct squalled by the ;ountlcss apples,

legally consumed in later life. ' o '
'ITh; tro‘ losted o long, long time. It as ?hori, ¢;

ovoit the visiting odult, after the child hod|moved oway. It

endured time ond the riéduts of the seosons. " Its roots, when

1
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seen, were hard, sinuous and serpenti e, delving deep into the

dorkness of inner earth., From them /the child*'s eye followed

the trunk, soaring, phallic, bearing/ the sap of life up to the
most delicate leaf ond blossom tremhling on the tip of the
"smollest twig. - . .y

A

According to thgir own genigsy raoces vere to interpret ond
verbalize ;he ronge'o? emotion whiLﬁ every human chilj experiences
when facing the tree. 'It was in;xihgble'thh{ the Greeks, whose °
early thought humop;zed a panth;on, o.sign;d to ;ocﬁ tree its
D;yad--or, more precisely, Homo dryod--the in-dwelling, spiritual
identity, shapeJ in human ;ﬁ@h; just as Noiods_n?tgzhovo_

humanized the rivers and streanms,

\

The-ousterely literal poet of Genesis ploéol the tree in
the absolute centre of primal }eolity: in the middle of {hg.

gorden, eost of Eden. Two trees growv fhoro-ftho tree of life-

Ao

of ggoq ond evil,

w

and the tree of knowledge’

. . | b

And here thé monotheic wmind parts company with the joyous ’

Dryod, slipping in ond out of the host-trunk. .In Hebrew .
y)

.trodition, the king's best-beloved son dies with his golden héir:

hd

caught in "the thick boughs of an ook”. The Gospel writer

modulotes the image to the trogic intensity of the absolute:
- ! : . o

‘God's only-begotten son, too, dies on-tk: tree, only this tree,
G ) g

S - ’ N M

[
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bare of foliage and branches, is stripped down to the stork

L

symbol of the cross,. |

.The rood, insteod of the leaf ond fruit-bearing tree, will "’
b .

dominate the Middle Ages. Every iwmage of gfbvth and fertility

<
-

is now made subordinate -to.the concerns of humans, ond olmost

3

clways to th; humon soul. Even in the vvﬂid fJepresentotions on
uoéjevgl topestries thehfoliagc_oné florae follovs'no normayl
botiqrn: the seosons ore dilrego;aod, priltOSOl“blpbm ot the
'{oot of peor trees loden with ripe frui;, the fguna ranges from
the fqbulous o%d cllegorical to the humblest denizen of the

o ﬁoru;ord, onﬂiﬁhey oll‘uQrcly frome ;;d@cnhdnce'hu-on figures,

wythical and legendary.

v

It tokes the Renaissance with its Groeco-Romon humonism to

~ bring back the Dryed to her host, The rood con now sprout
. . . ) L | .
leoves and shelter birds ogain., "When Shokespeore ponders the

# ‘ . -
coming of old age, he sees “that time of yeor"
- o o
: when yellov leoves, of few, or n&no do hang
vpon those boughs that shake ogoinst the cold,
. bore ruined choirs whers lote the sweet birds song.

(Sonnet 73)

3 ’

»

Granted, the image has o setaphoric function--it conveys

"the sorrow of aging ond of approaching death, Yet o more.

"poignontly realistic image of those few lost leaves, obout to

“foll, yellow ond sear (os they ore o such purpose in Macbeth),

’
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hos not been penned before'or since. Certainly the bore
L] " ’ .
ruined choirs moy. aconvey the broken churches fiom whence the

'
i

treble-voiced boys have deparfed, but they are still the some

noked bronches from which the orioles have gone and which we

—

greet with o sigh eoch November in Canedo.
Even the cloven‘pinc‘in the Temgest} representing Sycorox

and the“fvil wrought by her, remains o pine, o specific member

<

of the tree family, not just o genoraiizad symbol,
Yet, in Per}cles, the image con be monipuloted entirely
to suit the intent of ' fable ond thewe, Antiochus's incestuous -

daughter is seen as the poison tree, some unheard-of, monstrous
. >

growth, ou}wérdly the golden-fruited tree of the Hespsrides,

but about the roots of which dwell deodly serpents and dragons;

-
-

but Marine, as she resists the Bowd, is colled o young, foolish

aopling,’to be bowed igto acceptance of her fate in thoﬁbrotho},
the notural flcxibility'pf the Voﬁhg tree lending iteelf
reodily to tke-etophor, ;inost 2 proverbiol, frozen one.

And so we see thc same poet uling two op?olxtowgpprocohoa
to the same image: . thegre i's roo-\xn Shokolpooro s world for
the medievoi tree growing in the garden of the Holp.tidos,

spelling both enchantment and the serpent's deadly poison to

man, ond for the little sapling, bent by the storm into future
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5afotuity; to imoge forth the ideo.of o young being forced into
o life of crippling iénoqi;yﬁ;qsiroody, the godulotion is
present ond the porod;x shows its complexity.
'Hhon'Hilto;‘tronoplont: the Biblicol trees inte hi; own
Porodisocl world, he endows them with oll the textyre, colour
ond scents enjoyed ;y th, child in the backyord. His fruits
are of "xegotoblc gold“,1 tho*vgnder;ully compressed inﬁgé.of
which conveys the divine and precious quelity of e@erniiy ane
~$h: ;doll, toste ond touch of a rjpc orange. There is ve}durc,
folioge, sheltsr ond bole, All of~khooe poipononts of the

1

total tree impression, os porggiifd directly by the humon mind, -
. [ . o i .

/

not distilled in{o abstraction, matter a\groot deal to the
tt;dcnt of later nature ingpity. For Milton the poet ulel';hc
pristine eyes of the hunén child simultoneously with those of

the seer, Therefore he {; able to coll th; trtee of the knowledge
of good ond ovil,.;ho tree of death, Dccth'by sin, of co;roc,
‘but also ¢ reminder thot the roots of ony tree dwell in the

grave froa thNEC'lpringl the force of li;‘. The two biblical

trees thus icrqo into one, knovledge and lf}c springing from one

root, and life, inovltobly, linked to its donicl‘éithout vhich

1Pcrcd£to Lost, IV, 220,

el T % -
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it could not exist. The greatest question vexing the mind of

]

humonity is posed: it will be seen e;crcilinq the thought’of
Blgke and, in thi:‘study, explicitl;, thot ;f'eron.

‘ Having mentioned Blake, we must now exploig his lpacioli
pplitiOﬂ in this study: As o mojor representative of the

period under discussion, almost, one might say, its standord
ok

bearer os for os the cémmitment to the supremacy of the human

»
L}

inaginotion is concerned, Blake and his work provided us with

o starting point; yet o discyssion of his poetry could not be

—
mode o gubject of our specific chapter-by-chapter study,

because his use of the tree image is almost exélusively symbolic,

1 ( .
By moking this stotément, we ‘@Gust cllow for one notable exception

to which Wimsott drows our attention in his essay, The Structure

N
of Romantic Nature I-ogorz.z Here is an eorly exomple of

Bloke's work in which the image becomés more closely vedded
to its dctual oppearance ond "tokes on certain distinctly

terrestrial hu_qs".3 These aore two of the poems from the quortet
b ( i

b

;o

3
A

zwilliun Ko Wimsagt, Jr., "The Structure of Romantic Noture
Imogery” in Romonticism oand Consciousness: Essoys in Criticism,
ed, Harold Bloong(Now.York: W, W, Norton & Company Inc., 1970);
p. 85. , .
'o . [
«
31bid.




xté' the secsons, To Spring ond To Summer, For our purpose, o o -
v . ' /_.—*———-—‘# . .

personified Suimer seeking rest "beneath our ooks” ond

"our

thickest shode”, seems to leod owoy from the uight;’,ebiblicol
trees thot inhabit most of Bloke's world, and toword those we

are to encounter in the londscaopes of No‘rdsuorth, ’C'oleridger,'

-
/

Shelley. But this exception, which could olmost be placed

hd »

omong Bloke's juveniljoc only serves to point out the impact/ of
' Blrko's cosmic symbolism. The tension creoted by the shaping

of the aobstraction into a metaphoric wvehicle, the 't_enox; of which

“y

e ) |
. pays homage to mbteriol noture~-to Wimsott's “terrestrial hues”,
thot forms our‘porodox, is o8 1ittle apporent in Bloke as in

the tree references found in Genesis and New Testoment porables,
Sy Thus the Blakean trooT-‘gnt of our imoge optly illd“strot‘es one
, . ) ,

"horn" of our dileswo and therefore serves as o kind of messuring
device agéimt vhich t’hp use of symbol by the poets vho will N

come under dotuﬁlod discussion con be held in comporison,

1

e

In his s{udy of Bloke's shorter poon,,_Hoiofd‘ Adons‘

considers the tree one of Bloke's uk’ior symbolic otC'bOQ&pOl. ,As}
\ b - »
According to this writer, the two biblical trees, thot of the i

! ¢
-

\)'4 / |

Hazard Ada‘n,‘ Williom ﬁ’lgko: ,J;'Amjbodiduf the Sl';orgo'r

Poems §Seottle: University of.Washington Press, 1963). \1 ‘ “
Y ;‘ ” ﬁ i N . .

)
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Knowledge of Good:ahd Evil ond thot of Lifa,‘ure, to Bloke, the

* s

twofold aspéct of @}i\t:fg concept, "one o follen enoldogy of the

other“:s

7 . N .
Self Evident Truth is one Thing and Truth the
result of Reasoning is another Thing. Rational Truth
is not the Truth of Christ but of leote. It is the
Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. ‘

-Adams olso drows dur attention to the Kabala in which two

treds carry similar connotations: there is the upright,

\ -

Sephirotic tree, the Tree of Life, congruent with Bloke's '
posifive symbol of the imagination and the gguide down Tree of

the Knouiedge of Good ond Ebil, leading downwards into “the

ab}qt of the cyclicol moterial pri:on".7 These growths often,

as Adams observes, are }dontified with human bodies: when

depicting the Fall into matter, their fruits;-or heads--are

~

Buried in the oogth. Often shown os growing inside the human

mind/ such plonts have little in common with living nature,

- . 1 ,
The few exomples we hove culled from the Songs and longer

works will ‘illustraote this thesis. It moy be n;tod thot the

IS

Ibid., p. 35, ) o

6

o Ibid., from Bloke's "Annotations to Bocon's Essays”.

“ \L
7}§id., g2,36.

~ . * ¢ <
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L
discussion of actual instonces of the tree image in Blaoke hos

/

been written before the discovery of Hozard Adoms's study.

. ” - .
"Thus, -his analysis has provided o welcdme support ond reinforce-

ment to our findin9l. , o
Let us consider these: Bearing %o relation-at oll to
physicol noture, the Poison Tree in'ihe Human Abstrocta is
rooted ig Humility aédnvu}ered,witV/Cruplty'l teors; it spreads
. . ).

the "dismol shode" of Mystery, bears the sweet fruit of Deceit,

-

feeds caterpillars and flies and shelters rovens which, in |
turn, do not belong to the world of living birds or insects.
- i ‘

This trpe, by thcpboet't own intent, is the Hfian Abstract ond
grows in the hukan brain., Though metaphorically it is twin
Brother to“Milton's tree of knquiedgo, it hos not been ollowved

‘ . - ‘
the freedom of growth, root, trunk,jfoliagc ahdd fruit, granted

.
t

by the older poet. This troovis vnequivocaolly yoked into the

service of the vision, as hos been, in Northern Mytholégy, the
age-old ash tree,' Ygdrouil,9 the pictorial representation of

e M N L4

84illion Bloke, The Complete Writings of Williom Blake, ed.
Geoffrey Keynes (London: Oxforq University Press, 19658), p. 217,

9Northrop Frye, Feorful Sxpn.ttx'(ﬂo,ton: Beocon Press,
'1962), p. 136, ' .

o
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which is as buze‘of notuvrolistic detoil os the cross itself,
Blake's "Lovely Mirtle Tree"10 appears to grow in the

accepted monner. Yet is is” subservient to the vision: free

" humon love must not be E}ﬂnd by the trite bonds of‘norrioge
‘of/whicF the myrtle blossom is'the approved symbol. Theraforg

o new symbol, is ereoted, inverting its funAction--ond the blosoom;
s;ed by the tree are merely "dung upon the grobpd".

In'ghis opproach to imoge-making, the abstract doet’ndt.
entirelxlovetshod6§ phytiCJl reolity. But in Plote I of g
E:roge (Preludium),11 the Eve-like female figure rises from
the breast of Orc-Adom and becomes the tree. of knowledge, but
her toots are "brandish'd in the heavens™ and her fruits %in
the earth bo;eoth", o fit imoge of the descent into the Hell of
motter. |

One is reminded of Lody Mocbeth turning herself by her
' invocation to the dork spirits into o hermeticolly closed

olembic of ‘evil, where ‘the goid of grace is forced to the bottom

ond black gall allowed to rise to the top.

i

I3

10

Blake, "in o mirtle shade” (sic) in Poems from the
‘Note-Book, Complete Writings, p. 169. '

11

Bloke, Europe & P:oghocz, Complete Writings, p. 238,

.
N - al

’ >




In the Book of—Ahunié,12 Fuzon, the son bottling™d cruel

4

father, perishes smitten by o weapon which has been foshioned.
. from the serpent; it is notewvorthy thot the serpent hos been
found by Urizen seated "ot his dark, rooted oaok",

The slain son's lost resting ploce is, orc%etypclly, the

tree: . '
2. With difficulty and great poin Urizen’
Lifted on high the deod ‘corse:
On his shoulders -he bore it to where ) &
A tree hung over the Immensity of Ahonio, ’ .
‘ g ‘(Plate 3, lines 51-54)

§
As Urizen sjits in o borron_lqu, lewenting his son, from his

L

teard springs o strdnge crop:

3. . .. the horrid plont bending its boughs
Grev to roots vhen it felt the eorth, .

And ogoin sprung to mony o tree.
(Chapter I1I, lines 65-67) -

* 5, The Troo;still grows over the Void .
Enrooting itself all around, T
And endless lobirynth of woel

6. The corse of his first-begotten
On the occursed Tree of Mystery,
— On the topmost stem of this Tree,
_ Urizen nail'd Fuzon's corse.
. (Plate 4, lines 5-9)

Y -

12

Bloke, The Book of Ahonio, Complete Hritigg_.




12
] . . .
But the "pale living corse of Fuzon" remoins to be lamented
etefnolly, life in death, o fitting frvit for the tree of
eternal ombiguity.. .
In The Gates of Porodige,?a the engraved troe'bcheoth ;/\
. J L )

which'thé womon finds her'pondroke child’ucebs Eoison ond bends
over the\hUMOp figure c scoly, ge;ientinevtrunk--serp;nt ;nd X
tree of knowledge dominating thé}boginning of human life. 1The

‘ s;ries of engravings follows man th%pugh life, into the norrow,
stony gates of a Parodise,which‘éggﬁiobe%lod “Doo;h't Do;r“;
Controlled by the stifling morality of P;igﬁts, the init;oi
poison dripping .from the tree, this is o\uorld of blind ttr%fqlc,
strife and o dead Saviour. Frye feels thot‘th& tree bf‘\jfg

" represents to Bloke the grouth of spiritual energy, while the -

tree of knowledge of good ond evil, closely Hnked vith spirituval

death, spells the growth of conventioneal -orclity;14 In the

light of The Gates of Parodise, they oppeor to have merged into

one. The’elenenth--watcr,‘eurth, air, ond fire each, even tﬁi
’ - . . . t

powerful Orc-figure herold nothing but suffering; ond the  humon

¥

B 13310&., The Gates of Poradise, Complete Writingg, PP.
760-770, T M ' .

«

14Frye, Fearful Syhactix,'Chapt‘t 7, p. 197,
T e . .

-~

N—r . N
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quintessence, o fledgling eros, hotcking ovt of thn”egg,
onc;untort the female martyr when first h; steps gntb life.
The divine image lies ?n the dust, son raises hjis hdnd ogainst
fother, mon vsey futile instruments of sciencé to conprehend.
his situation, and drowns ho}plossly} as Aged Ignorance, o
.iﬂi.t‘?}°°dff°th‘x imth, c}ips his youthful wings,

1

B \ ‘, ) ) N
On the lost plate, the serpént-worm coils round the silent:

mother figure. Underneoth we reod: "I have said to the Wornm; /
Thou art my mother and my sister.” But obove the two, in the

groviagika dorkness, loom roots ond branches of the ever-

present’ poison tree, the Human Abstroct of the Songs of

Experience, As, for the greot ombiguity the Tree embodies~- -
knowledge orglif., life or death, Blaoke offers o typicoll

inspired solution: in the Lapcoon, written in 1830, he returns
r ~ -

-

the tree into its two entities, ond states with superb assurance:

"Art is the Tree of Life. God is Juut."15 And Jesus ossumes

his Blokeon 9potb;onia of the source gnd moving power o

the
imogination, Then comes the condemhation: "Science i the Tree
of Doeth."16
15 ' T 16 .,
Bloke, The Loocoon, Complete Writings, p. 77/7. - 'lbid.
a . ' N . : 3
*
L ',




These two brief, late notes sum up the Blokeon creed--ond
/

the tree is its prime symbol,.
To Bloke, the perceived object may or moy hof‘retoin its

notural ottributes. But jn'eité;rv%ase: its comprehension must

b .

be occompanied by an effort of the imaogination, which conjures

up the universol ond eternal ideo behind the porticular object.

This ppints to o seeming Plotonism in Blake, which would be

puzzling in view of his avowed commitment to\th\ porticulor,

were it not for his views of the divine function:of human
’ ' \

5

imagination, To quote Frye again:
\ To Plato, whose Muses were doughters of Memory,
| knowledge was recollection aond ort imitation: to

‘ Blake, both knowledge ond art are recreoticn,

This observation is found in the opening passoges of

Chapter Ffour of.fe&rful Szgnofry, ond the chapter is fittingly

pntitled “A‘Litoralitt of Inogino£ion".17 As Blake refuses to
accept a dych?tony between ncntollund~phy|icol function, between
ténso perception aond ino;inotion, so his presentotiod of naturcl
objects cannot bear o division .between outword oppearaonce and

inner reality. The female figure springing from Orc's breast

moy merge with o tree, and o tree upside down in space, yet she
, © . v

b

17Frye, Fearful Symmetry, p. 85. [
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is human and still at one yith the object in noture--o kind of
new Dryoa who refuses to withdrow her huuuﬁity from the host,

Whotever maonner of perceiving the image under study we shaoll

fed

discover in thg hands of other poets, Bloke's unique and doring-. .

-y

vVigour of synthesis must remain a londmark.
When conto-plhtinq the thought climote of Bloke's times,
informed os it va|~by Locke's and Hume's views which oscribed

the functioning 6{ the humon mind to o cousality of external,

impressions ond ottociotfons, we are ostounded ot the poet's
. w7

daring originolity: " . . . Innote Ideas ore in Every Mon,
. (

ond again: . .., Man Brings All thot
18

Born with him. . ., .
he hos or can hove Into the World with him, . . . This
revolt agaoinst the "Tabula ‘Rose® school of thought, later

vpheld ond reinforced by the poetics of Coleridge, Shelley ond

.~

Keots, sponned o century to find powerful aollies in unexpected
',QUOttOtl.
The discoveries and theories of o medicel ptyé%ologisf,

b

- C. G. Jung and his followers have thrown an odded light on

the romantic iuoginction and creativity. In his essoy, “"On the

18810&., Annqtntiong to Reynolds, Complete ﬂriiiqgg,
pp. 459-471, ) L a

o
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Relation oflAno%%ticol Psy;hology to Poetry", Jung makes o
distinction between two mbdgi‘of artistic creation: the
introverted oée wherein the ortist creates from o conléiously
defined informing ideg and attains a clearly determined
obi;ctive--pnd the extraverted which "is choracterized by the

subject's subordination to the demands which the object mokes

’

‘upon him".20 This second mode brings forth results which often

surprise their maker ond which forbid any conscious pruning or
oddenda. Anyone vhq hos undergone o creotiye experience of
that kind, be it only in o very minor way, usll concur with
Jgng's description of this phenomenon, ("Did I reolly write
this?", we sometimes ask ou{telves in omozement, ond the‘sttoss
of the.question rests on the "I".,) According to Jung, the "I"

did indeed "write this"”, but it wos inforfid by the overwhelming

force stemming’ from that portion of the self which is unconscious,

In either cose of creotion, whether the unconscious or the
ortist's conscious volition is the moving force, it is the
artist's psyche, his Coleridgeon primory imagination which is

4

19C. G. Jung, The Spirit in Man, Art ond Literoture, -
Bollingen Series, XXI, The Collected Works of C. G, Jung
(Princeton: Prindeton University Press, 1966, poperback, 1971).

2olbid., p. 73.
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thojsourco of the creative impulse ond {doo. . ; \
v ‘

Jung quotes o pronouncement of Gerhord Houptmonn, "Poetry
evokes out of words the resonance of the primordial world"” and
asks whot primordial image lies beyond the imogery of ort?21
Practicing what he preoches and, in;i&entolly, defining one of

those primordiol images, Jung likens,the artistic creotive urge
. .

to our own chosen analogue, the trpe, growing from the soil of

the mind oand drowing nourishment fromdit, Lending us o further
helping hond, he points out th An. of the very oldest obstroct
symbols appeors in Rhodesion Stone Age ﬁointings, side by side
with realistic representotions of animols: it‘;t the double
cross co;toinod‘ih a cirhlo.zz
According to one of Jung’s disciples, Dr, Esther Harding,
the cross modulotes into the treo'synbo;, gssociated with the
Moon Goddess in Choldean, Egyption, Assyrion and Creton arti-
focts. (Dr. Hording discounts the phallic connotations of the
tree fmoge.) They moy appesr in symbolic thdboo; os in Jung's

primordicl example, or as.leafy and ftbit-bcoting fertility

symbols cssocioted with the Moon-mother, Diana, the dying Attis

?

\

21!\1d., p. 80, zzlb d., p. 96.
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tied to the tree”vh}ch, here, becomes the aoth;f-itcge, trees

bearing human_heads, trees dovered.in lightt--ob;ioul ances tors )
of the Christﬁos tree and the Maypole. Dr, Harding cites o

beautiful exanple of th; t:ee in eorly poet}y, in the Hymn of

Eridu, thought to be of Chaldean origin:

Its root (or fruit) of white crystal stretched towards the deep.
Its seat was the central plece of the eorth;

Its folioge wos the couch of Zikum, the (primevol) Wother

Into the heart of the holy house which sproods its “shade

Like o forest

Hoth no mon entered,
There (is the house of) the uxghtg mother, who passes across the sky
(In) the midst of it was Tommuz.?2
fhis tree clearly ossumes mony guises, though stemming from
the unified archetype which contains power, growth, initiotion,
shelter, the mother principle, light, life ond deoth.
Perhaps, with Jung, we must o;;npwlcdgo that syambol,
especially os used by Blake, is to be undorsgsod os o means ;f
explaining that vhich is unexpluinable to a given epoch, some-

thing foﬁ vhich contemporory humanity has not ;.t found verbal

expression, -

-

23£:thor Hording, Woman's Mysteries Ancient and Modern,

with an Introduttion by C, G, Junq (New-York: G, P, Putmom &

Sons, Bantam, 1971), p. 57.
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"No tree, it’'is said, con grow to heaven, unless its roots
reoch down to hell”, soys Jung inﬁfiion',24 oxpl&ining the
L &
pendulum-like movemsnt of complementory opposites which

.

postulotes an Antichrist to the spotless figure of Christ.
In the light of such a use of the tern “:yubol“ﬂ and in

the 119hq§of o Jungian view of the creative process, our Leafy

;-Pcrodox, os we shall observe it in tho works of severol pootsz
will ossume the tight logic of the oﬁynoron: vhile we sh;ll'x
Ggree ;hot it is the pont}} invord imaginotion wiich engenders
ond dominotes the image, we shall observe th; imoge to ucnui}e

the hues ond texture of physical noture, precisely owving to

the existence of the archetypol link.

o .

i
\

240 6. Jung, "Aion", Payche & Symbol, ed. Vielet 5. |
de Laszlo (Nev York: Doubleday Anchor, 1958), p. 41,




CHAPTER II

THE FILIAL BOND AND THE MELANCHQWY CROP

"Bloke's mythopeio accommodates numinous trees drpving in {
the human midd. With Wordsworth, we enter into o country of

broad daylight :ond solid matter. 'As observed by Horold Bloom,

- .
“no words are more honorific for Wordsworth than ‘simple' and

A

'common',’ This simplicity, however, does not leod to o

turning away from poetic imogery, os implied by the same ;uthor
who tends to dismiss the‘-uch studied imoges of the greot Oéo
os o kind of mockery and game: “Like Steven's sequence, The
Rock, or Yeaots's A Diolqgge‘of Self and Soul, it ploys ot dis-

) ™
cursiveness only to mock the limitations of the discursive.”

+

Bloom uses this argument os ¢ weaopon ggainst wvhat he calls the

1odd modern criticol dogma that what poetry is sbout i; irrele-
vuntfyo its acesthetic voluo.'3 We might ottempt on argument

in .ﬁiﬁh this dichotomy, especially with regord to Wordswvorth's
\Nimage-making-will, {n turn: appear fé be irrelevant; we -iiht~

even see the cleavoge disappesr in a synthesis of the kind

:
™
S \

THorold Bloom, The Visionory Company: A Reoding of
English Romantic Poetry, Reviged and Enlarged Edition (Ithoco:
Cornell University Press, 1974?, p. 126, '

3

2 bid" pc 173. bido’y Po 172. ' . : -
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bositod by Jung in his discussidn of the Psychology of the
’ ’
. 4 .
Child Archetype: the synthesis of the unconscious and the
congcious which forms on important component of the process of

individuotion. Both in his "bollodic“TUﬁﬁjphilooophicol poetry,

}
Wordsworth ochieves o merging of image, symbol ond underlying

psychologicol associotion which is one of his major triumphs.
Rather than compare contemporory and conflicting criticol

vievs, we will do better to turn to the poet's own theoretical

& [

ditcour:;i *in his Preface to the Second Edition of Lyrical

Ballaeds (1800), Hordiworth;-hoving quosti&ncd the sechanical

vse of personifications and figures of sPwech prevolent in the

-

poetry of his doy, dsserts:

.« . for, if the Poet's subject be judiciously chosen,
it will .naturolly ond upidn fit.occosion,; lead him into
possions the longuoge of| wvhich, if selected truly ond
‘Y. judiciously, must necessorily be dignified ond varie-
got-d ond alive with metaphors and figuroo.s :

A

Fitness, simplicity and the “Common Dey'/!unction os

s

‘C G, Jung, Psyche and Symbol: A Selection from the
Writings of C., G, Jung, ed, Violet S, de Laszlo (Nev York:
Doubleday Anchor Books, 1958), p. 129, : -

“»

. 5Hllliu- Wordsworth, Solcctod Poems ond Prefaces, ed. Jock

Stilling (Boston: Houghton Mifflin Riverside, 1965), p. 452,
. Hereofter oll quotations ond direct references to the vrxtanl_'
of Hordouorth will b. derived from this text,
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ottendant acolytes subordinoted to the divinity of Nature. 'Y

» .. ¢ 4

_ And, with that word, we enter into Wordsworth's snﬂctuary: a

' “ ) [y
rural, pastoral backgreund, the simplicity of human needs
- ;aiisfied in o primitive monner,'the starkness of bdasic fomily
° - ©Q

-

ties and lbves, obove all the congruity of goodness rewarded

4

or,'if doomed, then pitied; the gron&eur of un:boiied wilderness

" v

are,” in themselves, .the synthesis of ;ethOpéoric vision and the
I Spiritus Mundik
L ..Hdving granted his noture “imogery o plo;o of honour, we mtytL
now resolve the problem of Wordsworth's sélfLuvywed conmitment

¢ -

td Hortley's epistemological theory, borne sut in possages such
y logie y

as the lines oddressed to the Derwent, in-Book I of The Prelude:
" . . . For this, didst thou,
O Derwent! winding among grossy holms
Where 1 was looking on, a babe in arms,
Moke cedseless music thot composed my thoughts
To more than infant softness, giving me .
-  Amid the fretful dwellings of mankind ' o
A foretaste, o dim earnest of the calm
That Nature breathes omong;iﬂc hills ond groves.
: ‘ ' . (lines.269-281)

-
*

.The early sense impression produced by the murmuring of
)

wE

~ ]

> ‘tho'yuters ocre here inyigiod with the moving power which

5 ‘
.

cpgdnd‘gé&-_ho loturo'poct't'luiings gn the divine c%lu of

-

Noture ond' her works,'6990004 tb'thg petty noises of man-built

civilization.: Such a passage lends weight to Herbert Read's
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4 [
- clossificotion of Hartley's mechanistic theory os "olmost

behovi&urist”b ond creates a problem, in view of Wordsworth's
own dofinitiop of the source of poetry ;s “"the spomtaneous
overflovw of powerful fu.ling|“7 which comes clote'to crediting
the mind with the aobility of credting its own innate stimuli.

'

In Revaluotion, Leovis offers o guidepost out of this

impasse: The fomous possoge from The Recluse in vhich
'

+

Wordsworth leids ;0 into thg "moin r;{ion of the tbng“, i.e,
%tho deepest recesses Qf the Mind ;f Mon, are seen by Leavis os
akin to Lowrence's preoccupotion with the deep levels, the
"springs of lifo';a ve may venture to greet ﬁ-ro e Conradion

¢ qu‘tx into the Heert of Darkness. Such o passage plfbvo vs,

. ' ¢
indeed, prompts us to seek, in that Mind of Man, the primordial

images which might once hove been engendered by simple sense

imspressions but have now become the great archetypes from which
&

L

» +

6Horhcrt Read, Wordsworth, 2nd ed. (London: Fo?or Paper-
bock, 1965), p. 108, .

ZHordtv&rth, "Preface to the Second Edition of Lzriéol
Ballads,” Selected Poems and Prefaces, p. 448,

w

2 ’ S T:\\
» 8F. R. Leovis, Revaluation: Tradition and Developaent in}

English Poetry (New York: The Norton Library, 1963), p. 165.

1 .

*
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imagination draws its sap. .
+ +when faced witﬁsthefproblo- of ordering o ltudy of .
‘ ¥
Wordsvorth's poetry into a 1ogii:}/1;qdonco, one must turn

oway ‘from o simple chronologicol arrangement.' The very facts

o ¥

of the b;evit; ond intensity of iho‘greot:cgéotivc period aond
the ‘subsequent long years of revisio;s, corrcctions‘;nd echoes
create o kind of concentrated effect which, at ghe same time,
ond porodoxicoliy, is diffused throughoét the more signi ficant )
poems, regardless of th; date of their writing. We hove there-
fore odopted a thematic ordering in wfich @h"ttoo\inpqo is
hOndlgi in several major modes: v; shall meet the very
do-inoﬁt note of the tree as on onclogue to maternal or
porental presences of great pover ond bon}gnity; the mother-
figure vill ‘be seen nody}otdnq into that of alluring young
vomanhood~-or convorsoly,’thc ;cxucl enchantress will moture
into -othorhobd.' The solitariness of tgo tree figure vill leod

k]

us to the pivotal pdfngk(\:ifs chopter-~the “single tree”™ of

L4

the Intimations Ode, the one instance of o Hor,ﬁvorthion tree

appecring as pure symbol, From there, the Thorn Tree vilil
assume natural hues ugoin,.but in o dorker, more sinister guise.
Finolly, we sholl consider trees as adjuncts to Wordsvorth's

protest ogoinst human misery and caﬁial fnjustice.

Even though the whole problﬁ: of Wordsworth's crective

e
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years and the "falling off" of his genius is connected by
Herbert Reod with the trogic story of his love for Annette
Vollou,9 there nr;, in his vorks, few if ony overt scenc'| and
dolcripti-onl of sexyol lovo,.l But, as astutely observed by
Huroid Bloom the Frogment "Nutting” is rich in sexual ilogery.m

The iuutopotition‘of the bonquet of nuts‘ontiqipotad by the

young boy to iunglod vilderness, the erect hazel shoots "with

,
’

tenpt.ingl clus ters hung", the "wvirgin scene™ which leads the

boy into o "play wi th"fle;von" and the. ensuing rapine ond
devastation for uhich‘ho Hah o tvinge of regret ore, occoxjding\
to Bloom o "rude 19vc of Noture, vithout Wisdom."™ The imoge
carries more weight thon this: Hgzelnut trees oppeor again,

in the Prelude, ond here, too, the imagery of the femole body

»
’

is apparent:

.

¢ « « 1 could record with no reluctont voice
The voods of cutumn aond their hazel bowers
With milk-vhite clus ters hung; . . .
Book I, lines 483-5
From the rovished virgin, th‘o tree presence hos becone

tronsformed into the fruitful young mother, the provider of

shelter and nourishment. Nov the bower is avtumnol, o ploce of

9H0 rbert Reod, Wordsworth.

- 10

-

Harold Bloom, The Visionory Company, p.'.;l28 et passia,
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fulfilleent rather than one of promise.

Al
%

It is no accident thot in the Prelude, where the most
touching tribute is paid to the mother figure, the trbes ossume

the dominant role of shode-providing, sheltering presences,

‘The instonces of this imoge are too numerous to quote, but

"stately groves of oak™ as in Book I, lime 84, "living trccs;"
cmong the devostation of ancient f;int (Book I), thi mony
"sheltering cc;ppitog" oll beor out ‘t'ho/cont‘ontion thut,‘x’rl‘(ilo
rocks aond stones cssume .0 male ond 'nriocing rols, the t,lrec i‘l

{
A
benign ond feminine; in some insto_nceL it provides the leitc

a8
moti f to the note struck by the great possoge in vhich the

"infant Bobe" is seen nursed in his mother's ares ond rocked

Ll

on his mother's breost (Book II, line 232),

-

On other occasions the young womsonhood of the tree beckons
g\e the noturi’ng youvth: . : .‘

The "lofty elms" in the groves of Co-bridgo‘(ﬂook VI,
line 73) ore the epitome of womblike shelter:

e« + o Lofty elms, '
Inviting shades of opportune recess,
Bestowed composure on @ neighbourheod
Unpeaceful in itself, .

p \
The maternal presences so necessary to the young sind

1

" modulate into that other adjunct to growing up: on ideoli zed

3

figure of uneorthly feminjne buuty-;tho beloved yet to come,




. -
now o foiry princess of dreamt: ,' § /

o o A single tree /
Nith uuuoul trunk, boughs exquisitely wreathed
, Grew there; an ash vhich Winter for himself /

Decked as in pride, and vith outlandish grace: ™
Up from the gro;md and almost to the top,
The trunk aond every mdster branch vere green
With cluntoring ivy, and the hghtso.e twigs
And outer sproy profusely tipped with seeds.
That hung in yellow ..toslelt,w. air
Stirred them, not voiceless Often have | stood
- Foot-bound uplooking at this lovely tree,

Beneath a frosty moon. The houtphou
0f magic fiction, verse of -ino perchonce
Moy never tredéd; but scorcely Spenser's self
Could hove more tronquil visjons in his yopth,
Or could more bright oppeoronces creote
0f humon forms with superhumaoh powers, .
Than ] beheld loitering on calm cleor nights
Alone, b.nuth thu foiry work of oorth

Book IV, lines 74.84

1 §

In spite of Wordsworth's humility in doubting thot his

poetsry will ever "tread thc‘fauiupho;c of mogic fiction™, os

Spenser's had dom--uggondorod, no doubt, by similaer experiences,

"the "bright Oppurn\nc.u" beheld on such occosions hove found
their cxprn\tion in the vision of the enchanting ash tree,
endoved with all t?c ;har-t of the goddess of love: there i;
o‘hint’,of ertful seduction in -"thn :inuoul trunk”, there is
luxurious opparel in the clustering ivy--ond in the profusion
of yellow tossels “tib‘é-d with seeds” which denote fertility.

There is the seductive song, for the air thaot stirs the tree

M
+

P
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is, "not voiceless”; there is even o hint.of o sinister master
Holding the lovely being in his power: he is Winter who has
decked this bride for himself--ond in outlondish grace, o groce

thot should only belong to Spring. And the youth, uorshippipg

*

the bright ‘divinity is in the Spring of %ifci In o single

possage Hondswortﬁ‘-onogep to convey the éhon;e from childhood b
to young odulthoéd by the two imoges--thot of tﬁo motherly elms

ond the beguiling siren figu;o‘of ﬁhc qs;'troo. |

In Book III, tha(oll-inbortont assumption is mode through
) N , ' A
vhich natural objects are vouchsofcd‘u vibrant life of their y

own through the -xnzstry of the poot" imaginotion:.
« « o But pcace. Though :
Here to record 1 had oscended noﬁ\
To such community with highest truth
‘A track pursving not untrod before,
From strict-analogies by thought supplied,
Or consciousnesses not to be subdued. »
To every naturel fors, rock, fruit and flower,
Even the loose stones that cover the high-way,
I gove a moral life: I sav them feel,
Or linked them to some feeling; the great mass
Lay bedded in o quickening sovl, and ell
 Thot I beheld respired with inwvard meaning.
” ‘ Book III, lines 124-135

z
This pronounco-cnt thodt o reveoling light on our paradox
of oor{%ly roolxty‘corryxng such weaith of metaphoric meaning.
/ i
Ht/n/; as gvore cf the bct.r;ol quolity of those loose stonou

on the highway as we vere of the milk-white clusters of nuts
N ‘

L4




‘close associotion with the homelly shelter of Mrs. Ann Tyson's
. Jpresence is woven th:pubh this wvhole section,

the mother figure which lends the tree imoges, encountered

.. a8 children do, wvithin the circle of their mother's care. To

29

borne by tall, erect hazel wands: yet through their plocement

v
in contogt oad‘through th; interplay of emotion-loden language \")
ond image they are indeed invested with o unique spiritvality. -
And so, "The moon in splendour couched omong the laoves./ of
o tall ash . . . * (éook>1lk,lincs 88-89); ossumes the per;ono-

lity of the sleeping goddess of love or chastity, but also

conjures up the i;ogo of o child, osleep in its cradle. This |

image occurs within the scenes from A Summer Vocotion, ond in

P

*
t

cottage, the abode of the "good, old dome™ whose motherly
It is the poet's owareness of this "filiel bond™ with

both in\thu Prelude and in poems_ _to be scrutinized now, fhoir
--tOphorié weight .

In the contrast to the lonoly figure of the old Cumberlond
boggor,kin the poem of thot titl-, the "easy -cn’ fxtl.contcnt
undor the peor tree, symbol of !ru;tfulzons, vhich overhangs

the gorden wall, wvhile those who ore robust, young, prosperous

ond unthinking live "sheltered and flourish in o little grove”,

the poet, lost in meditotion, the grove is o poradise of




30 .

!

budding/young*life in Linjt Written in forly Spring ond it is

to join him in the woods that he invites his sister, o vild

Lucy-figure whonm Notur;\f‘ﬁoternol core has roised to be "a

lody of her own", Children and trees ore often associoted, ond
\ .

in Her‘Eyes Are Wild, the mod mother finds solace in the hope
t

that "under the spreading tree” she and her baby will ottain

peace, ‘
The link between o tree and bird's nest is so obvious as
\ to olmost make redundant the type of lpaculoéion on which ;c X
are ongog}d. It needs no power of poetic ipcgino{ion to

/ realize that o tree is o notural place for a nest to be. And

yet, in The Sporrow's Nest, the quolity of tondofnctu and

' loving enclosure is 30 pronounced in its simplicity thot the
' aura of o sheltering feminine presence ond o cherished child-

hood mokes itself apparent once nmore:

{ Behold, within the leafy shode
Those bright blue eggs together ldid!
On se the chance-discovered sight
Gleoned like o vision of delight.
I itarted--seenming to espy &
The home and sheltered bed,  *

, The Sparrov's dwelling, which, hord by
| My Father's house, in vet or dry
| / My sister Emmeline and I

Together visited.
The nest is "within the leofy shade”, following every

child's dream to be "right inside’the tree®, vith its only too
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obvious connotations of the wish to return to the womb. Keouts,

" too, reproduced this feeling of being sheltered and enclosed
in the loi:fy isolotion, vtterly hidden in on airy, unossaoilable

retreot, But to Keats, o8 we shall loter observe, the retreat

&

meant different things thon to Wordsworth, vho is here all D

child, connected to the maternal shelter by his "filiol link".

The eggs ore so blue and so bright that they gleam, and with

L

this word, inevitobly, is associoted the jideo of the "vision of

delight”, As so often to' Wordsworth, o certain quality of
light 'ond colour engenders the flash of insight by which
ordinary things are quickened into "a morol life” such os we
have agreed to consider the birth of the setaphor's tenor.
Otherwise, why would the young beholder only “"seen to espy”
the home N"i sheltered dbod of the Sporrow? The sporrow's
dvelling is inﬂl fact here, wvhy then the uncertainty of the
|tctc-onr‘.’ Obviojnly becouse the nest represents the child's
ovn home ond sheltered bed within his father's house.

| The poet's conpuni.on on this io;unoy of discovery is his

sister Emmeline. In on eorlier monuscript the sister's name

wo?s Derdthy.“ The girl-child's reaction to the discovery

—

11Hordluorth', “Notes,"” Selected Poems and Prefoces, ‘
p. 526. | '




differs from that of her brother: we learn in the second’

stanza that

She looked:ot it ond seemed to feor‘it:
Dreading, tho' wishing to be near it;

Here we hove o purely feminine phenomenon, delicﬁgaly
ond sensitively observed by the poet: the girl .trembles

I

between delight and fear, os she faces her own future of child

bearing and child rearing. Within the "loafy shade” the two

~children grow into adulthood, os young Wordsworth did grow

-

under the care of the mother he revered,
In ome of the loter sonnets, the -ot;r. adult, musing on

the "unfruitful solitudes™ in the wilderness surrounding the

Rive;LDuddon, finds hopo\}h the sight of e

o« « » green alders who have together wound

Their foliage; ashes flung their orms oround;

And birch trees risen in silver colonnode.
("Sole Listener,” Duddon, lines 6, 8.)

. The imoge conjures o ioyous'onbrocc and an ecstaticolly
sexual movement, for all the trees mentioned ore pictured as
if in motion--flinging their arms, winding their foliage ond
rising in a colonnade, with the silver birches especially

evoking white, slender and Dryad-like bodies, All this

ecstasy is opposed to the previous bleak image of “sullen moss,

and craggy mound / unfruitful solitudes, thot seemed to upbraid /




the sun in heaven!” The Duddon herself, as though summoning

cllies against the ;ncrooching borrenness, has "tempted” to
rise o presence more homely than the ecstotic orgiosts of the
preceding image: 'th; Cottage, rude ond grey” vhich is
inhobjited by a lﬂving mother ond her "ruddy"” children is
placed "'mid tholt;rinq pines™, Agoin, as %houghﬂrecolled in
o0 kind of late summing up, the young, female presence engaged -
? ,
in love octivity is immediately folloved by the fulfilled
-o;hor figure Jho shelters and nurtures.

It seems 08 though, in this ;ocu, as in the coambination
of the elms ond ash tree from Book 6 of the Prelude, the poet
brought forth, throug; his Jse of the tree image, the ideal of
vomanhood he hod described in the eorlier "She Wos a Phantom

of Dcliqhi'. In this lovely lyric, written in 180; os ©
tribute to his vif¢12 the poet cclobrot;t thn‘co-binoti;n of
lplti't-iiako enchantment and motherly ond wifely devotion:

A perfect Woman, nobly planned,

To worm, to comfort, ond command;
And yet o Spirit still, ond bright
With sometimes of angelic light.

The same enduring quality of human love strikes o note of

-

. 4
1?Horduworth, Selected Posms and Prefaces, editor's
notes, p. 540,
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2
hope in Michoel, through the pre;onqo of t?hé g;'u_:_t ook, the

- "Clipping Tre?“. It stands single and solitaory, close to the
door and hos”been.chosen "for its matchless shodg: to provide
shelﬂig(for thg'lobouring sheorers. The image directly

succeeds the stanzo in which Michael's futh‘y tenderness

-

merges with mother-love:

. . . For ofteEnes . Q *

0ld Michoel, while he wos o babe in arms,

Had done him female service, not alone

For paostime and delight, os is the use

Of fathers, but with potient mind enforced

To acts of tenderness; and he had rocked

His crodle os with voman's gentle hond.
(linos/152-8)

~

The scan;: beneath tb‘te oak take place in Luke's loter e
" childhood and Michoel's gentle por;ntol o{nonition portake of
the shady oak's benig'nit.y. Parenthood, not now restricted to
the mother figure clone,is celebrated here ond it i{ no oﬁcidont )
that the "Clipping Tree™ remoins as o monument to thot'onduridg.
porental love, while the "single gton;' of 'tho sad ending is
"never lifted”, representing Luke's failure to keep his

covenant with his 'fotiur--gnd the old won's despeir.

<

Just as the most profound insights, the "seeing into the

-

heort of thfngs", come to the poet under the nhodc' of the dark
»

sycamore in Lines Hritton.lbovo Tintern Abbey, ‘so will he
k N .

still, even at that moment of vltimate vision, pay attention

o’ ! % ‘

¢
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‘to the "grecn"hodqu" and unripe fruit of the orchords seen

from his vont09.'point, thus building o link b‘otvecn.\proniun
" /. ' .

ond fulfillment.

-

As porents often do, the sheltering tree con sometimes

N

provide help dnd protection, In his mockery, Shnlley‘ observed-

Wordsworth's "euvhuch- lxke reluctbnco to depact love scenes
betveen men and women, We hovc ‘b’i*rcady ueﬂ. thot the lovet

>~ ! v
ond seducer of Annette Vollon could ond did use sexuol imagery

vxth a masterly hond; However, it is truve, thaot overt scenes

of passion, as well os more harrowing scenes, on,&ften handled

- L] !

through ¢ once or tvxco ruoyed focus of norrotion, Wonderers,

old sea captains, old parsons are pressed into service to
4 N
n;;?hto the sod tales of human suffering. In Peter Bell the
. s .
poet, having accomplished the journey in his “little boot™,

L}

lands sofely in ;hi. gorden. ~There, in the shelter of the

spreading Weymouth Pine vill he rol'oto the story of Potor-Boll,

with all its horror ond- sodness. In this benign shodo,{ the

4

tale will be told in such o manner os not to ho‘rnfy httlc
Bess, the Squiro s 4cughtor--ovon though— it will c0ntoxn mych

cruelty, violent death ond sorrov.

The sheltering presence, motherly or parentol, but, in

the obqvc;\quottd contexts olwgys benign, hos one attribute in
& .

~
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common with other tree images which do not conform to the

" virgin-mother-parent complex. This ottribugs fs its solitori-

. ness.’ As cbserved by Chorles Willioms’ in his essay

~

"Nordsqo;th“13 solitary humon figures,” such os thot of ‘the

!

Cuube;&%nd Beggor, the’Rocluao, the alienated thinker in "Yew

* Trees,“ the Leech Gatherer of Resolution ond Indqpondonce oll

denote aowe, sorrow or feor. Hany of Hord;vorth'a solitory .

4 L

> .

trees strike o similor note., This "singleness™, this unique-

By -

ness, prompts us to turn now torthi Intimotions QOde.
L In.this»;gﬁdorfdl poem vhiéh, though intended to point
J d

towards ;he”iunortality of the- soul, is really a threned

T e y . ) .
' ) o loment -for the foding of the glory ond the dro&u, the Tree
1 stands alone, 1§§L;\ono of mony, but is, of its kind,,uniquo.

Together with the "Single Field", it strikes o note of
sadness ih Fhot'exubotont ;tonzo of loughter onq '}ubiloo".l
why"°ff"9.?£°'ﬁ IOughg?g Qobof aﬁﬂ playing children, does the
post whoss “Hapd hath its géroﬁoi"’o( joy ond bliss, suddenly
bethjink hi:::lfggf “t;nothing thctuit gone", "the visionery

. -

L 1 P

- L
. , -

Chorles Willjoms, “Hordsvorth“ English Ro-ontic Poets:
°Hodern Essoys in Criticise, ed. M, H. Abrams (London-Oxfotd-
Nev York: Oxford Un;vortity Pross poperbosk, 1960), p. 113,

.%3

¢




gleom"” thot has fled, tho\hlory ond the dream not to be recop;

-
tured agoin? Clearly the Tree, that grew out of the some soil

which offered the poet himself "fair seed time”, connot stretch
v .

its boughs high enough to reach beyond the temporal. The Youth
+ p E‘m

of the following stanzo might remember visions of imperial

‘

poloces pﬁd ciqus of glory, yet n{\ﬁan; he will lose even
that intimation ¢f‘o'plotonic universal light; so does the
lonely tree conjure up on avareness of shadows ond’prison .
housos.‘ In this context thg tree dominotes the stanza: jt is

the turning peint from joy ond bliss and childhood to the
- ¢
recognition of mortality--both of man ond his vision. 1Ino

“bocu, ovou)ﬂly celebrating immortality, the tree provides the

~

_obsorlo side of the coin, introduciﬁg the tone of regret ond
\ -
sorthly msutobility.

Th?t is, perhaps the only instahce, in Wordsworth's
poot;y, of the tree image being hondled as-pure symbol. As
ol] ‘nature in the Ode, -this plgnt’lllifc is rooted in o
Vitioncrf landscape untypicol of Wordsworth's commitment to

the stork siaplicity’of the tommon day, Here, passion ond

emotion flow with o strength which moke o vigorously symbolic }

[
»

. nciophof/)qltifivd.
/ ‘
, ”M%cthor the regret is for "growing old" or "growing up”,

ond whaot:'is the precise naoture of the dcporti‘o glco---ProbIcat




vhich so exercise L, Trilling in his ”Inngrﬁolity 060"14 fieed

not concern us here. We ore concerned with the infdrning

spirit of th; poet's thought. TP borrow a metophor from one

of its supreme masters: here we find no breach between the

material universe and its recreotion in the mind of o poet,

but ™an expansion, like gold to airy thinness beo;" in which

tenor and vehicle merge through the alchemy .of the imaginotion.
If we accept the ;olitory;Tree in the Ode os one of the

. several archetypal tree reprgsentation;i%ﬂgworqsvorih, nomely 4

that of sorrow, alienotion ond loss, we must seek support in
his discursive and philosophic verse ond in. the more usual

type of imagery which is firmly rooted in the world of motter.

Let us consider the two opening stonzas of The Thorn Tree:

1

There is o Thorn--it looks so old,

In truth, you'd find it hard to say «

How it could evet have been young,

It looks so old and grey. _

Not higher thon o two year's child

It stonds erect, this oged Thorn;

No “leaves it has, no prickly points;

. It is o moss of knotted joints, ‘ .
‘ A wretched thing forlorn, ] ' '

t ‘stands erect, ond like o stone

With lichens it is overgrown, . ' g

~ F N

14Lionei Trilling, "The Immortality Ode™,
Romantic Poets: Modern Essoys in Criticism, p, 123, ' . -

e . [ //
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Like rock or stone, it is o'ergrown
With lichens to the very top,
And hung with heavy tufts of moss,
A melancholy crop.
Up from the earth these mosses creep,
And this poor Thorn they closp it round
So close, you'd say that they are bent
' With ploin ond monifest intent

To drag it to the ground;

\\ . And 0l]l hove joined in one endeovour
To bury this poor Thorn for ever,

The thorn tree grows close to an infant's grove. As in

. the Ode, childhood ond the tree ore juxtaposed, but in the
.corlior posm, both tree ond child are deod, while in the loter
on: they are triumphontly olive, albeit aiive on a pione

removed from oorthl} reality. The living, unique tree (one
among :uny) of the Ode foreshadows mortolity, This is conveyed
to us from tontext olone: from its pol{tion in the stonze and
the modulation of foregoing and lub:oéuont stotementss, Nothing
more is soid obout it, yet it is doomed to become as the thorn
tree vhich is presented in solid ond polpoble detail, wvith all :
the stork simplicity of Wordsworth's most b;outiful writing:

it is so old thot it not only lacks leoves, but olso 'p}ickly .
pﬁlnts” even though the prickles ore 'tough and would toke a long
time to f;il,off. A moss of knottqgliointt, it hos the quality
of on old mon, tvisted by rheumatism, holding himself poinfully

. <\
srect.
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Tree imagery is rare in Wordsworth's poetry while rocks,
4

stones and cliffs abound. These constitute some of {fhe most
vivid images in the works ond ore endowed with symbolic )

A,

mecnings of first importance: one has only to recoll the

numinous cliff in the Prelude which becomes the very embodiment

of fear to the boy in the boot; or the stone in the forewell

ritual performed by Luke ot the bidding of Hichgfl. In the -
poem under discussion, the tree, by its ;cry oge ong lif;lcls-

ness, becomes akin to a rock and this similitude is enhonced

by the lichens which cover it, creeping ”Jp from the oérth to

the very top"™. There is o hint of sinister female lure in that

‘close clasp which, "with manifest intoﬁt' drogs it down, to

“bury it forever”. The awvare reader will not feil to sense

the ‘implicotion of the dark earth power ot its deadly work

here, especially in ostociotion with the theme of the p;on.

After all, the dead baby in the grove neorby wos buried there L

by its own mother ond the deed was done in obedience to the

ancient conglomerote of tribal morolity, guilt aond retribution,
The bccutiﬁu&\folpurs ?f the moss underneath the Thérn,

vith their predominont tint:iof crimson ond red, echoing Marthe

Rny's‘criuton clogk, offer no relief. Moss blooms in season,

as other plants do, ond children lough in jubilee, as do those

in the Ode. But in the end, the children groJ‘int; the prison

*



hout, of earthly life, or lie dead in their graoves. And mosses
become "the meloncholy crop” tp;ttorod with blood, burying the
tree, os if to punish it for having pfovidod Mortha Ray with a
branch on which to‘huﬁg her illegitimate baby.

Perhaps the expression "melancholy crop” may be opplied,
too, to the thorn tree itself, the tree of deoth, the provider
of thorns for onother Son's crown--and he, too, died upon o
tree; it is also close kin to the ook, in the boughs of which
Absalom died entongled in his golden hair, and to the tree to
which the dying Adonis is shackled. This is the kind of deep-
seated image vhich Betty Foy projects os she fears thot Johnny
- might have "climbed into on ook / Where he will stay, till he
is deod.” There iihrcolly no obvious reoson for the Boy,
vhether mentally deficient or not, to do any such thing. Even
if he did climb o tree, wvhy should he stay there owoiting an
untisely end? Wordsvorth's "lIdiat Boy" behaves with for too’
such good sense for this, But o distrocted mother might
eosily experience some half-conscious feor of the kind of doom
that ves known to befoll lost sons from times immemoriol,

{ The lonely Yew-tree stands “far from all human dwellings”
in the poem entitled Liggg; Its boughs are borren ond gloomy
and to the protégcnist, they function as "on emblem of his own

X :
unfruitful 1ife”, The gifted man who chose o life of solitude




and cut himself off from "the world ond human life", fed his
"foncy" on visionory views., It is interesting to note the use
of "fancy"'in connection with vision. The lonely mon's visions
are inpiied to have been secondary in quolity, not inspired by
true imagination; in -this poem true hu;on creotivity stems from
vornth‘ond the lobours of benevolence, o love of mankind ond

an ear to humonity's "small, still voice” which the recluse
under the yew-tree had foresworn. Refutin; the wormth of o
human embrace, he is left to the embrace of the “"dark boughs”,
N

so borren that they ore shunned even by the bees.

, I1f death or a borren existence inform the Thorn Tree ond

»
4

the Yew Tree of the preceding poems, timelessness is the
ottribute given to the yew trees in the poem of that title.
Here we meet o solitaory tree figure which inspires ave, oas do'
its peers, but on awve of supernatural Yife, rother theon that

of death.

i

This oolito:} Tree! o living‘thing
Produced too slowly ever to decoy;
This is o being rooted in eternity, and one which crectes its

own universe:

Which to this doy atonds single, in the midst
Of its aown dorkness, as it stood of yore: . . .
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Its existence is o link between the présont and the remote
post, ninc; its bogghs furnished weapons for the Northern
barons and the archers of Agincourt, Crecy and Poitiers. To
the poet, though he poys it tribute, four other yews are
"worthier still of note". They are "fraternal”, for their
boughs hove become intertwined, forming one "solemn ond
capacious grove”, We meet very un-Wordsworthion cpporitions
wvithin that grove: Fear, Hope, Deoth-the-S5keleton (conveniently
moteriolized), Silence, For;sight and Time--and it is no ‘-
accident that these are evoked by Phantasy, thot soco;d-roto
Fancy which gives the universe fictitious connotations. And
s0 tgooo pors&nificutions ought not to be token as seriously
os the description of the trees themselves:
. Huge trunks! ond co;h particvlor trunk o growth
. 0f intertwisted fibres serpentine,
Up-coiling ond inveterately convolved;
I1f the timelessness ef-th? first yew tree has to be bettered
by the foursoms, then this is achieved not so much by the
fonciful gothoriég in its temple-like interior, but by th;r
biblical imdge of serpents coiling up the Tree of Knowledge
vhich embodies oll of the personified obstroctions. _Often the -

sense of alienation and loneliness modulotes into menacing

evil, os implied in the serpentine vision just described. 4

(
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In an eorly poem, The Evening Walk, the ook "entwines its

darkening boughs" issuing in progressively darkening thoughts
the culmination of which surrounds the figure of the female
beggar. Winter has come: \

And fireless ore the valleys for and vide )
Where the brook browls akin the public road
Dork with the bat-hounted ashes stretching broad.

A sinister vision indeed: bats flit obout, darkening the

boughs Lf'nokod ashes-«which, in an obvious pun link up with

l
3

\"fireless valleys", The beggor mother fFinds ‘no protection for
her infonts ond, as the trees ore barren ond dead, so-will her
brecst become their dooth:bod, as they are “coffined"” in her
orms, These naked ash t;;os are first cousins to Goody Bloke's
"hawthorn : leon”, blosted by the sea ond slow to melt, It is

\
omong those hawthorns that Goody Bloke seeks to gather a few

sticks of wood for her poor fire J#d it is this hedge which
Horry Gill protects in his unreasoning roge, thus éondo-ning
hinself to o life of everlasting shivers. ‘In both poems the
tree serves the poet to express his indignotion ot social

injustice and his compassion for the dispossessed.

In Peter Bell, vhere co-pcusiéx'witﬁ the suffering of ¢

on%uolf forms one of the themes, the tree image accompanies
(

the discovery of the drowned man; the trees, seen os ¢ reflec-

- -y -
i
- /‘"
18 ",/
-
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tion in the pool ore inverted; they occompany the distorted
moon, the "ghost-like image of @ cloud” ond the unspeakable
sight of the deod face in the woferL//Agoin, the phenomenon {s
physical: reflections in the water ore "upside down" to the
beholder on the bank, But here, closely ossocioted with the
suffering Ass and death-heralding words, such os coffin and
ohioud, they show, through their Blokean inversion the distor-
tions of cruelty ond coldness of heart. P;tcr Bell, unoble to
beor the reality of whot he sees, falls into o swoon. When he
awokens, he finds himself not only able to look at reality but
to drow the corpse out of the woter. The Ass is now joyful and
will foithfully corry Peter on his seorch for the victim's
fo-fly and ve are no longcf shown the monstrous “"inversion” of
the trees., As Peter proceeds on his quest, his thoughts move
bock to the deeds of crvelty he had committed; especiolly does

he remember the "Highlond girl"” he had rvined. AN

N Y
Close by o broke of flovering furze oy -
(Above it shivering aspens play) . -

He sees aon unsubstantial creature,
His very self in form and feature,
The aspens grov high above the scens: compassion aond
remorse has restored Noture to normolity; and the shivering of

the trees, notural to thc'cpocio: of aspens, ushers in the

vision of the dying girl.




46

The tall elms phich shelter Morgaret’s cottage in Excursion
cast "deeper shodows” as her doom becomes more pronounced--and
finally the sheltering image is superseded by the young opple
tree, the bork of which is nibbled by sheep ond which will not

survive until'the errant husband's return.

She said, "I feor it will be dead ond gone a
Ere Robert come again , . .

The dying young tree echoes and exemplifies the plight of the

two abondoned children one of whom, too, is "deod and gone”

-

towards the :close of the tole,
It vill be seen that the tree image has been made subses-

vient to several basic concepts: that of young womonhood and

love, the sheltering presence of motherhood, or, in some cases

of porenthood, the gloom of impending or present death, the

L]

indictment offcruelty ond the archetype of the ronely figure

of the thinker. This subservience, however, is in complete
harmony with Wordsworth's avoved pgetic oim: to ochieve o 0
merging ond melting- into eoch other of physical reality and its
reproduction by the creative imagination., Perhops we might
venture ?ho thought thot in this hormonious blending rests the
key to and the understanding of what the poet meant by Noture.

Ao
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t . CHAPTER III

INCENSE, POISON AND CORDIAL FRUIT .

Even though Coleridge's eorly enthusiosm for Hortley's ,

A

theory is made obvious by the noming of his eldest son, it is

less difficult thon it -proved in the cose of Wordsworth to recog-

nize his eorly repudiotion of 18th century mechonistic epistemo-

logies. Wordsworth's openly ochhoulodgod commitment to
associationist views, apporent evén in the Prelude, compelled

. v
‘us to seek a bridge with which to link the concept of ideos

seen os porticles of moterial sense perception wvith the "overflow
v

of emotion” obviously deriving from on innote source within the

mind,

-

Wimsott, in his Structure of Romantic Nature Imogery lends

vs o helping hand with regord to Coleridge. As he discusses
precisely this point, he puts his finger on the exoct noture

' . ¢
of the difference between Hortley's associotionism ond Coleridge's

7
growing avareness of onother mode of opprehension, culminoting
n

in the third Ell;y on Genial Criticism:

And olready, as eorly as 1796, Coleridge as poet
vas concerned with the more complex ontologicael grounds
for ossociotion (the various levels of saseness, of
correspondence and anaology), vhere mentol activity
tronscends "mere ossociotive response”--vhere it's in

47
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# foct the unifying octivity known both to later

eighteenth century associotionists and [to romantic

" poets aos "imagination™, 1

| e

Coleridge's own pronouncement in o letter t& Sotheby of

‘ '
1802, serves to support Wimsatt's contention:

The po;t'n heort ond intellect should be com- /
™ bined, intimately combined ond unified with the S
great oppearances of noture, and .not merely held in
solution aond mixture with them,-

‘Here we h;ve the crux of our study ond our seorch, npt
only opblicubie to Col;ridge: in varying degrees of intensity,
and using vorying methods, the five poets under scrutiny will
be found to strive o{%‘( this. very combinotion ond unificotion
‘of the upp;orance ofvjrture with thci; "heort and ingilloct'.z

But o reoder of Coleridge whose sympathies tend to follow ‘ 4
thc“resoorch and findings of Jung, finds o key to the poet's
own method of uhificotioﬁ in thot remorkable boog, so msuch

J .
quoted, often the target of strenvous refutotion, but certoinly °

o milestone in the canon of ?olpridgccn criticism, The Roaod to

\_ ,,

D
A '
i

1N K. Hinoott " *The Structure of Romantic Naturu Imogery”,

in English Romontic Poets, ed. M, H, Abrams, (New York: Oxford
University Press, 1960), p. 28.
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Xanadu by Professor Lovol.3 I realize that, in stating this,
0 ’ N ’

2]

I court the ottack of oll those to wvhos the notion of arche-

typol links aond roéiol consciousness aos aopplied to literory
‘ \
reseorch, carries connototions of sinister dorkness or,

according \o L. C. Knights, danger of excest%ve eosegzr

shollownon.4 But if we occept thot the workiné; of the human .
subconscious which Jung troces to brchetypol concepts are
bosic ideos born in the dawn of thought, those "nonent?ry bod:”
of Cassirer's to whose birth tﬁot-uriter otgriﬁbtes the origins
~ofglonguoge and lyth,s then Lowes's "Well”, a reservoir of
impressions, ideas and insights, stored by the mind and

w -
~ gornered from vost fields of occumuloted human experience will

/ becoms friendly territory. Gronted, Lowes's storting point is

4

.with the repository of booke, notes, maps, oll ovailoble to

¥ the ossiduous seeker.  But the information accumulated and

John Livxnottén. Lowes, The Rood to Xonodu: A Study in

the Ways of the Imogination, (Boston: Houghton & Mifflin,
1927). ‘

‘L Knlghtt, “Idea and Symbol:  Some Hints from.
_ Colcr;dg)~ Firther Explorations (1965), rpt. Kathleen Coburn,
_ ed., Coleridge: A Collection of Criticol Essoys, Twentieth
Century Views (Englevood Cliffs, N, J.: Prentice-Hall, 1967),.
p. 113, -

o SErhst Cassirer, Language and Myth, tronsl, Su;onne K.
Langer (New York: Dover Publicaotions, Inc., "1953), p. 18,

\ ;




c d © \
presented to the creative mind of the poet for selection and

‘.orgonization reaches far bock, intq Myth; the vofy fact thot

. 30 many travellers, writers and poets throughout the oges have *

,®

‘. found certoin phenomena ot ‘certoin legends more fascinoting
PR ‘ :
s
L
thon others™ points to a commgn racial curiosity, o0 quest into

- v

¢ oa,

14 . . ' ‘\.\’ . . ‘»
depths which human minds hove alwoys probed.
.~ Ig

R .
1

N _‘\ : . . b
tos. Moreover, ﬁgkes‘s dbzgrininotiOn between the functioning
e ,

‘of these "subliminal" frognents, fxlhed vp, 8o to lpcok from

v

o the‘"hle).l'L in ar;ouu treative ‘1tu°t10"3ﬂ casts o clear light

(én the wggkings of the "Anima Poetae"
) « « The ;ublxnxnul ego. doubtloss deols the cords,
e %gi the throng of sleeping imoges, ot this call or .
: " that, moves towords the light. But the fal¥ of the
cards occepted, the shaping sp1r1t of xnogxnotxon
conceives and hoste:fully carries out the straotegy 3
of: the gouo.él " . ! C
- . . . . . 8
This is the firstVnoqus\bqilindi of' the craotiyo«-ihd of the

- ~

poet ond,one, whiéﬁ nccordinq to Lowves, informs ThC‘Ril. of

the Ancxont Harinot, the throng of sloopxng xnogou being bosed

N A)

on notions, pxoccs of xnfornatxon, uusingo ond conclusaon:,

"ﬁ ‘garnered fro- Colcridgo ] notes, writings, the provcn focts of
“y
-
' his piodigious toqdingn, ond then “dipped into the subliminal

N
)

. ' ) r e )
pool”. “
L) \ ’ ~
.n . .S /‘, » . " ' . '16‘ ) ‘ \.
oLt ) e . - .
3 'f‘, Lowves,: Rood to Xanady, p. 72 '
I /“ * 1
» /,,
7 ¥ b
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The second one is exemplified by Kubla Khon--and is seen

ﬁog an oruptioﬁ‘nf~uuch fragments, the "Well” toking over

L3
- entirely ond ﬁ&o’pootic imaginotion being mode subject to the
. : o " .
subconscious,

. The tantalizing “"note” cxploining'the obsence of Christobel

\‘in-Tho Road to Xonodu7 ends in the following touchingly humble

stotement: "I wish I did know in vhot distant d;;pl or skies

-

. A »
<the secret lurks; but the elusive cluve 'is yet to capture.”

Where convinced Freudians would and probably did barge in,/
. \ e

boots and oll, into regions wvhere ongels feor to tread, weaving

involuted assumptions oh mother fixations or, perhaps on one

of the two Soras' lotent lesbionism, Lowes ocknowvledged the
’ N v )

depth of mystery surrounding the morvellous frogment., And

‘while we must bow to the justice of his decision--within the
»

\y

scope of his ffbdy-;vg shall venture to include the poem in our

discussion:. for The Rime, Kublo Khan and Christobel form the

greot landmorks in one of the two londocozﬁl where grow

Coleridge's trees. Tholcwlondtcopos merge into one onother,,

a
but on their extreme borders, creating o fascinaoting polarity,

there grows the fatal Upos tree on one side and the frogront

'S

vy ’ e

I#/Zgouot, Notes, p. 4, -

. : o~ )
Lime (linden tree) on the other; and ve feel entitled to wvisit
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such landscapes, for Coleridge’s espousol of the "organic"

theory of the working of the gunon mind grants the octual plant
analogue in his poetry a relevance of its own,

As Abrams maintaoins, Coleridge sets the mechanistic
P ‘

"theory on its head by supplanting the vision of ideg-poarticles

/ .
becoming organized fmto a coherent entity through repeated

? E 4

ossociotion--by the organic view in which the wvhole of o work °

of ort is present from-the noment of its inception, os is the

potential plant within the seed.a “ L

The possoge of "Aids to Reflection” quoted by Ahﬁ°'3
receiveslo kind of reinforcement vhich is eminently suitable
to our own discussion, in Choptelr IV of the Biographia: vh;t.
Coleridge mokes o sharp differentiation Sctuoon his owd¥ pur-
pose in defining fancy ond imeginotion and thot of Wordsworth;
he’uses the tree cnalogue here ;ith tr;nchont lucidity: .

But it wvos Mr. Wordsworth's puréoso to consider

b “the influences of fancy ond imaginotion os they ore

monifested in poetry, ond from the different effects

B \\\\\ to conclude the diversity in kind; vhile it is wmy

object to investigate the seminal principle, ond then
from the kind to deduce the degree. My friend. has

-
’ - ~

?M. H, Abrams, Tho ‘Mirror and the Lonp-’ Romentic Theory

# gnd the Crxtxcéi Tradition (New York: Oxford University Press,

1953; rpt., Oxford University Press pdperbock, 1971), p. 174,

-y

-
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drov o masterly sketch of the bronches with their
poetic frvitoge. I wish to add the trunk, ond even
the roots as for as they lift themselves above
ground, ond ore visible to the noked eye of our
common consciousness.”’

J& One moy odd that the great poet's "noked eye of common
consciousness” sees deeper into the roots of thhe tree than

thot of the overage man; perhaps these roots toke their origin

1

in the "Well", os seen by Lowes, or in Jung's subconscious,

» 4

rocial memory.

Lot us then seek both roots and fruitoge, the seminal

principle ond its outward,oppeocrance in the first of Coleridge's .

poetic londscapes, in thot of his greot “mystery poems” ond the

prose frog-cﬁt dedicated to Cain: Incense bearing trees grow

in Kubla Khan, vhile the some biblicol cedors &nd pines cssume

o sinister guise in The Wonderings of Cain. In Christobel the

sinister oak portokes of the noture of the do{oqu Upos Tree of

Jova (found in Coleridge's own notes).

There ore also the strange, stunted ond maimed trees of

The Rime-of the Ancient Mariner, with which pocn' ve sholl begin

our journey, The cosual reoder will immediotely shoke his head

9Coloridgo, Biographic Literario, Chap. 1V, Voll 1,
Selected Poetry ond Prose, ed. Elisobeth Schneider (Nev York:

Holt, Rinehort and Winston, 1951; rpt. 1965), p. 242, Here-
ofter oll quotations ond references to prose ond poems vill
be derived from this text,
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and vonder whot ;ossible chonce there is of findipg such an
image in a poem, explicitly devoted to o protrocted seo
voyoge. Tropicol oceons~-yes; storms, yes; icebergs, emphoti-
colly so;--but vhere, on a trip which did not include landings
o0 deserted isles, is vegetdtion to be found? Let ul‘ consider
the opening verses: — the mariner stops the gollant on ‘-\is wvay
:co the Bridegroom's house, obviously in a gorden, and this is
vhere the tole will unfold, .08 the bride "red o3 o rose" posses |
into the hall; Swiftly, t;\e story is noted and the lond is
le ft behind -with the hill, the kirk and the'lighthouso top.
The ship, incidentolly, made out of timber, trovels on, while
the sun is seen higher ond higher obove the mast--which once
was the trunk of o greot oand stroight-groving tree, 5o the
tree is with our voyogers, in o transmuted fors: the most,
acting os the hand of ;n immense diol, will poini out their
position in relation to the wﬁ. Indeed, the sost tokes on o
number of roles, moking the ex-tree into another instrument of
measurement. The ice floots by ”no;t-high”. Most importantly,
"on mast or s‘;trq‘ud" perches the friendly Albotross. Coleridge's i
seafarers follow o common human trend which is to moke o home
like thgir recl home, in most unlilg;ly places ond out of most

IS A

unlikely maoterial. The former tree vhich once grew in o forest

ond sheltered many birds, now, stripped of its bork, noked ond
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“single, still fulfills its archetypal port and becomes the
bearer and perching ploce for o bird. But the Mariner shoots
the Albotross, ond he shoots it with o cross-bow, o woodeq

orti fact, another reflection of the tree pointing to the rood.

For the ’Albah.'oss is "hung about” his sloyer's neck, instead of
o crucifix. The sin has been committed and the Moriner's
expiation begins. Q;N‘here the sonctity of noturcl life hos been
offended, natural things are denied sop ond growth, The troe\
is now the cross of suffering, bearing the denuded trunk of
the mast compony, both maimed remnonts of things thot once

lived.

And moimed, /oo, is the mossy stu-p.of the ook towords

which we ore ultimately bound. Time, not humon cruelty, hos

el .
stuynted thot tree, but, with the mast ond the crossbow, it has ‘5
retained ¢ kind of ug.o%dory life--that of service. The holy

hermit kneels at prayer, using the cushiony ook stump o3 his
- /"‘ .
prieu~disu., He is the one vho achieves the final synthesis,
N .

ond it is only fitting that, as oll “hermits good™ he should ’

1ive in o foresj. As the ship opproaches, he sees the mast on

which grov, “sere and thin”, heat and cold blaosted, ond wind-
.

torn, the soils vhich ore, naturolly, "brown skeletons of leaves®.

"

And so the vision is sounded ocut ond éonp{ctcd:‘ the moimed,

v



enslaoved tree of human ortifact gt;vt in the wosteland of ’

'. perilous journeys: in the fair "countrie®™ of home . only time

. £

}‘ cripples the tree and even then it serves the purpose of Groce.
Seen from the vontoge point of’)}c‘tﬁyinq forest--the mast
beors deod leaves, os o reminder that, though shriven and
d;stined for final solvation, the Maoriner must expiate his sin,
by re-living ond re-telling it to countless “wedding guests”,

If the trees in the Rime con be seen os victims of hu‘on

)in'ond antruments of expiation, the ook in Christobel

-

generates its own evil. Lowes quotes this passage from Erosmus

{ Darwin's The Loves of Plants:

This, however, is certain, though it may appeor
incredible, that from fifteen’ to eighteen miles oround
this tree, not only no humon creoture con exist, but
that, in thaot space of ground, no living animal of
any kind has ever been discovered . . .

&

This description, according to LQwes, is responsible for
the following entry in Coleridge's Note Book:  "Upas Treé--o
"poem or orticle. Mem.” (Note Book in British Museus, 1795-98).11

No such poem haos ever been seen, but the stronge poison tree

sheds its deodly effluvion in Christabel.

7

10Lero, The Road to Xonadu, p. 19.
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Hor7 the heroine goes to the midnight uooJ,'”there to
proy / for the weal of her lover thot't for owoy."” A hédy pur=-

_pose, and yet the ook tree under vh:ch she ‘kneels is the

1Y
3

epitome of deoth:
And nought.wus green upon the oak
But moss and rarest mistletoe . . .

The ook has no‘life of its o;n. Sincé "'tis the non:h
before the month of Moy"”, it could, in the English climote, be
ot leost expected to beor tender young leoves. But it is bore
of ony growth, except for the olienVco;oring of'-Ol;—-denoting
the tree's great oge and except for the sinister, porositic
mistletoe. Christabel, on her knees, invokes, no doubt, the
protection ond.oid of the Mother of God. But the tree ;hich 4

)
bears the druidic plant of ancient and. bloodthirsty lore,

shelters another presence ond one that has nothing to do with -

jV

true aothorhood Hoovcn and Groce.
The mysterious moon nearby ttL:TIQl Christabel:

But vhat it was she cannot tell.
On the other side it seems to be, :
0f the huge, brood-breasted, old ook tree. ~—

There is irony in this last line: we are shoﬁﬁ the ook
tree os o mother figure, but in this connototion; it Jis o

frightening /phimeval EartheMother to whom lnltlotoc gorlondod

-

childre vld eosily have been socrificed.

’
- Ay
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P
It is in the ;hode of t;\is tr;e vhere no uh'o'lesol;e 1i f;
con exist that Christobﬁel incurs her deadly peril; the only’
life ‘that con thrive "on the’ other side of the old oak tree”
is o Life-in-Death being, one closely_ okin to the dice-‘t'hrcwing'
spectre we have met in the Ancient Hor.iner.

¢

4
Her moan connot be confused with as normol an occurrence

c- . .
.as the wind. There is no wind, not even enough to stir: / '

The one red leaf, the lost of its clan

That donces so often os dance it con, . «
Honging so light and honging so high, .

On the topmost twig thot looks up ot the sky,

A strangely gutumnol imgge for o wood in April, Coleridge

in:isfs that "the woods are bare", though buds at least there

" must have been ot that time of yeor! But, even though it is

o

the spring of fhe yedr, deoth it ever-present within th; bro-‘

cincts of thot old ook treev The only leof, the only thing
A . . N

3

thot has o potentiol of movement ond Joy, is the deod leof of

yesteTryeor, thot cannot even donce now, .though it "dances so

often as dance it ‘con.”™ And its colour is the colour of blood.

7

As Christobel leads detuIJinc thrdugh her fother's
boronial hall, the "brands”, deod frogments of trees, shrouded
in the white of their own ashes recall the hue of the vhite

mistletoe fruit and there is no benevolence in anything coming

from these Wrees: they break into ™A tongue of light, o fit

¥
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of flame™ os Geraldine posses by. The deadly combination of
vhite ond red which limned the imoge éf the ook tree is here
repeocted in o contropun}ol monner--o0 delicate ond"nostarlyAtouch.
In Christobel's bedchomber, wooden ortifocts, the figures
"strange and sveeff have no power, nor has the spirituol
prasence oq'Christobol‘; ;wn mother, Confronted with Ge¥aldine
behind whom--ve sense--hovers the "huge, brood-brecsted" ook-
mother with her -olsogeﬁof deoth, neither .Christobel's earthly
mother, or the mother of God con prevoil and the un&peokabie

-

(and undescribed) events of that night take their inevitaoble ,
couriel — ) | QZ
Chriltdbcfpnﬂy not recall ony of it, except that "in the . |
dim forest” she heord Geroldine's moan ond took pity on the
forc}okcn moiden,
And nov she slumbers in Geraldine's arms, ino bitier
pc;vorsion_of the imege of o child vith its mother; the
oxpc;inhco of demonic pos:e:uién and perverted love is over,
And Christaobel dreoms. It is not quite cleor whether she, with
the poet ond with ys, sees herself; innacent and virginal,
proying at the old ook tree. Coleridge mokes use of o t;chniquo~H

no movie director has bettered since. In o wvonderful flashback

. g Y] ’
montage, he roito)xf.u the image pf,tho proying Christacbel from
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»

the beginning of the episode, He‘ore not quite sure, nor are '
ve meant to ge, whether Christobel, in her dreams, shorcp,our
knowledge of the korror, “the sorrow and the shome"”. Her sub-
sequent reactions to Geraldine iﬁdtho confrontation with Sir
Leoline point to on intermediote position: she holf remanbgrs
and :trugglgs ocgainst the overwhelming evil through the recoll
of sleep-dimmed memories, For our purposes, it is enough to
recognize in thg flashback to the old ook tree, the "fons and
origo” of all the trouble. he shadows of branches under which
Christabel hos proyed ore "jogged”, becouse the bronches them-
selves ore leofless ond mossy, Here Coleridge reaches the
heights extolled by Hozlitt in his admiration of Shokespecre's

description of Ophelio’s death:

There is o willow honging o'er a brook
Thot shows its hoary leaves in the glassy stream,

Hazlitt continves:

« + o The leaves of the willow ore, in fact, white
underneoth and it is this part of them vhich would
appeor "hoary" in the reflection in the brook. The
some sort of intuitive power, the same faculty of
bringing every object in noture, whether present or
obsent, before the mind's 05 is observable in the
speech of Cleopotre . .

14;illion aniltt, "On Shokespeore and Milton", Criticiem:
The Major Texts, ed. Walter Jockson BJtc (Ncw York Horcourt,
Brace & World, Inc., 1952), p. 308,

&7




) ‘ f ,’
The shadows of thick ond twvisted branches of an old ook,

cooted by moss ond devoid of ony-leovcs that might blur their
o .

stork outline, will indeed appeor "jogged”. Thot is nature, os
the whiteness of trc underside of willow leaves is noture; but

just_as the whiteness chimes in unison with the shroud and
¢ . |

vedding-death gorments of the drowning Ophelia, so do the jugged . |

shadovs of branches project o feeling of donger ond Forepoding

os they hong over the proying Christabel.
Morning hos come ond the death motif, closely connected
with Christobel's dead mother, rings in the doily knell., The ' .
A

confrontation comes, ond vith it, Christobel's struggle ogainst

rS

Y

the spell in which she suffers moments ofﬁtorriblt identi ficotion'

vith the serpent-witch., Geraldine controls the scene and those

¢

present ore all her dupes, Sir Leoline, Christobel herself ond
their cntéoroq;. The only person who is ollowed to retain the
clarity of his vision is the berd, Bracy, and this only due to
o0 poetic drecm: he sees Christobel, in the guise of the dove,
oround vhose neck on& winys e treacherous green snoke coils,

heaves and swells in o half-sexval, holf-murderous ottack.{ The

o L]

ghastly scene takes ploce exoctly where it belongs: in the

A

shode of the death-bearing oak tree. But Sir Leoline hos not

the poet's votic powers ond he mistokes the symbolism of the

‘dreom: it is Geroldine whom he sees os the dove attacked by d

//’
4 / /
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1
-

snoke and it seems, al-ost,thot hg)iddntificl the snoke with
Cﬁristobel, thus totaolly inJetting the truth. And so the

poison-beoring tree triumphs--ot least in the ox&:ting frogment o
. A ,
of the poem., True motherhood is defeated by the nityhtmarish, -
. R ). ,
- .

"broad-breosted" oak-mother, the tutelary divinity of the

-

anmpi}e or so;cgres: or whotever perverted evil Geroldine
represegts. flr Leoline betroys his role of father--and the ¥
“poef complet;; his work by the~teoningl§ incongruous but yholly’
relevant "Conclusion to Part II": here parental }ove is felt .
with such excess that the innocen¥ child suffers “"words of
unmeant bit#ernoss"; torrow and shame intrude into ‘the world
of the r;d-cheeked litélc boy,-and the unconny affinity ot love
and hatred, puronthbo& ond porversi{y replaoy,’ in @ minor key,

¥

the sonorous music of .Christabel.

‘Harold Bloom calls the Ancient Mariner a purgatorial poes

but he sees no catHorsis, no release 4 rom inton;ﬁ suffering in‘
3

[4

kChristaba1.1 G. W. Knight, in his essay "Coleridge's Divine

Comedy™, concurs: "This (The Rime of the Ancient Mariner) is

-
Coleridge's Purgotorio,.os Christabel is o fragmentory gttempt

b

;13Horold Bloom, The Vilionory Co-gani (Nev York: Cornell

University Paperbacks, 19217}, p. 217. : ‘\
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ot a little Inf.rno."1‘ .

.Our study of the tree image bears out such readings: the

2}

aost-crésstV¢rood-érideieu modulation in The Rime follows the
pattern ;f t£n ond expiation in ;'pae-bi; uhidh'deuoni;'forces

are vonquithcﬁ.by angelic powers; the old ook tree conjures up

digbolical presences from the ﬁarkcs; recesses of onc;&nt

myths and presides over unredeemed ond unrelieved cgony--o

* death-bearing Upas tree por excellence.

\

Before we Yeave this mysterious londscape, it will not be

-

omiss to visit the desert and the forests in which Coin ond
. :
his doomed child wander, following the demonic simulacre of

Abel,
. In both the poetic fragment ond the lone prose-Canto 1I,

.. trees and woods figure prominently., Leaves ore the "beoufeous A

. L4
boy's” only dress aond, in the poem, he is engaged in plucking

fruits which grow, with flowers "on many o shrub ond maony o
" tree”. The vision is parodisel. But it undergoes o chonéa in
the opening segment of the Canto: the rood thgpuﬂﬁ’ghich )h} :

child Enos lqpas‘Cain travels through a forest of Firs ond the

e . i . £ @ . - e

£ “ ‘

1‘6. W. Knight, “Colvridg&ip Divine Comedy™, English’

Romantic Poets: Modern Essays in Criticism, ed. M, H, Abroms
(Londen: Oxford University Press poperback, 1960), p. 162.
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dew from the forest "drips pleosontly“ on the child. Shuirreig
7
plOy omong the broncﬁes, But--ond here we cdme to limit of.
! ‘ ' ’
Eden onﬁ/’? o child's hdpplnett--thay refuse to p10y vxth Enot.

Perkaps they ore anhtenedm chxld who groons ot them
as he feeds them, even as has)futher groons when he nges,hxm
to eat. Sadly™ young Enos hos only known his fo®her's groons,

¥ . ‘/ . R ’
the only exp%f’sions of love he has ever hegr%, Cain “presses

hxmself against the trunk of o fir", os if communing desperotely

1 ) " ® v L3
with {ertxie lee, but such Ix?b is not for h:m.d As he posses

.into the open desert through the low orch of thick black trees,'
- . .

»
he ossumes ,0ll-the marks of one doomed:

. . ._forﬂthe mighty limbs of Cain were mosted os if
by fire; his hair was os the matted curls on the ‘
bison's foreheod¥ ond so glared his fierce ond sullen
eyes ‘beneath; and the black abundant locks on exthcr‘
sidé, o ronk and tangled moass, were stoined and
scorched, ds though the grasp of o burnxngtern had
striven to rend them . . ..

- [
9 o &

Thi encounter with the evil Sp?rit vho, has token on the guise
‘ofiAbel; in'ordé§~t6 lure Loin.dbd his son into tﬁtlf;o;- of

the God of the Deod ("The Lord is theiGod of the living only;

the dgodkhavb‘onother G%d") #akes place in o woste lond o} rock

. . o N - . .
oand sand. Young Enos feploys the tragic bo*:ogd'of‘Adun and of

:Coing from the porodxsol fruit-beoring tree (aluo:t do we see

)

-

Hxlton s fruxts of ”quotcble gold™) ho posses into the grove of

black firé where there is no fruit fit for humans to eot and
\\l‘ 5 » ) .

“
El N . .‘
s v , .
-,
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- - % -~ '
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.. R ’ ' ' . . J J,
v , 4 ‘
where the\littlo onimals shrink from his heritage of sorrow.

) %
fering to the God of the Dead.

. J
Thick conifers grow, too, in another tEden-~like country,

Beyona the grove, thete is th} desert of evil ond there Enos

+ will become the sacrificial o
&

but o much younger poet's {bgping imagination foshions their

» - , h
imoge in o very different mould.
/

\

\ What kind of incense beor ,the trees surrounding Kublo
' !
¥ A
~ ‘Khan's pleesure dome? Unlike the maimed ond stunted trees {
inhabi&ing the ﬁoiinc:{: seascope, unlike the sinister ook in
. }
™ S "

Sir Leoline's woods, ond unlike fb:ir‘hddfnful brethren in

:Coin, they thrive, even théug&rthoy ore port of "forésts

) oncient os ;ho hillt".Aﬁf" . \
They bess;;, they ;hed perfumes ond thc; form o “cedarn
e cover”, ' Life ifldbugdonco is the otmosphere these trees ﬁa\
cro?to, and lifo‘in abundonce bubhlol oqﬁ seethes xn the p:c-. ‘
\;*\, g;oth-r with Loves, w c accept Colcr:ﬂgo s ovn explanation of .

this frcgnont';'origin os the result of on opium dreom, or with

. y
other commentators we cast this in doubt, citing modern ncdicﬁ{

1 . / 4 ‘
qg{nion of such dreoms is irrelevant. Nh7t must impress the

<« reader is the contrast betveen the dimmed sodness of the intro-

‘E?ductory note vhxiﬂ up‘oks of “ill heolth”, the ‘:light anodyne”,

1

q ‘the "tonorrou yot to co-u , and the exubereont ioyousness of the’
1. \ 3 N . ‘L» "?9
» “ * N
: - cw
& ' N - ) W \
) L
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~ - .
poem itself., Whotever clouds may have been gathering on

. , —~ R P .
Coleridge's horizon, uhutég:r dark forces were marring his

creoti've genius, it is fitting that this poem with its

4

enchanting music and unsurpossed imagery should have come from

"his pen, no matter under whot circumstonces,

o

And g0, after viewing broken visions and poisonous growths,

"we turn Q}%h relief to thick-growing cedars, trees full of i

incense-beoring blossoms and "sunny spots of greenery”. If the

\ \J

incense is to be given religious connotaotions, then we ore in
. .

‘ \
\m o temple where the oltors ore roised to .life.

» .

v

True, there oref the caves of ice ond ther; ore the caverns

measureless to mon ond there is the woman's ”ugiliqg for her
/ ’ t '

/ demon-lover”™. These things exist in the poem, os they exist

/ ., 'in life: rivers flow .to the neésurolosl chverns of cold doath,a

t g

bytﬁnot without haoving ‘hod their chance of bursting into mighty ) v
fountains ond flinging up large boulders of rock, niréculpusl};w , é
% transformed into symbols of vegetable f;ttility, “choffy grain “
! .
/ beneath the thresher's flail"™. “Aatcestrol voiccs”,uoy be
p;ophgsying wor--and in what period of history 49 they not?--
but the overt vigogfnof male and quoloﬂ;gxuoliﬁy blossoms with
the incense-bearing trees to culminate in the two finol images:

the graceful damsel with her dulcimer, seen by mony aos poetic

imogination, but who also is all youthful womanhood, and the - .
p ,

V]
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7’

exuberant, lone and ove-in:pirfﬁg Orc-figure of theﬂpoet who,

e

in occordance with the postulate of Schelling, controls this
o

universe of nature, life and the human mind.

Lowes mointains thot Kuble Khan belon;j to the second type

L b o
of poetic creation, that of the erup}ioh of imoges ond notions

v

from the "deep Well", ordgre&.tonehov,"vithout visible control
& » )

of the Lonsciovs mind:

£

> Now we yove yet to_gee, in Kublo Khan, the
wpnconscious ploying its gome glone--os it happens,
“with conspicuous ond perhops unique success, 1 . K
V- ‘
The success is certoinly unique: for we ore pitchforked

. ]
into o0 world where life and death, pleasure and fear, the male

and the femole, sexual desire ond frustration, poetic inspiro-

tion and the péet's fate form on harmonious statement, with not

-

; A ,
one word or musicol stress out of ploce or superfluous. This

dfvino~conp teness proves be}ond doubt thot Coleridge's poetry "

does jndeed combine fruitage, the bole and the roots.
! -

L

The greot "mystery triod”, The Ancient Meriner, Kublo Khan

and Christobel, reinforced, for our purpose by The Wonderinl!’
hY A - N

of Coin/spans o.ronge of antimonies in which the tree carries

connotations of life and deoth, hotred ond love, sin ond

"redemption, v N
u‘;) ! 9
” \ . ‘. .
15L6v0l, Rood to Xanadu, p. 104,
. ) . g 3 N ° s
‘ o
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In the remoining part of this study, Coleridge's tree

imogery will be seen as taking on severcl additional functions:

' N
trees will point to o totol merging ond union with &oture,
‘ M

.+ culminoting in the paontheistic stotement of The Eolion Harp.:

They will become intimations of humon sorrow ond doom in

earlier poetry and refuges from disaster in the loter france:

Ode to Liberty. Before this last forceful stage is reached,
trees wiil modulate from conventionally eccepted emblems to
more significant privaote inogery; &enoting Coleridge's concerns
with social injustice ond human suffering., A side glonco‘ot .
two raore instonces of'trce; assuming the guise of young femini-
nity will serve to co‘plefa the ronge of connototions ond
emotions; although unusual in the Coleridgean canon, they will

leod us directly to the poet's own interpretation of o private

and originol view of trae~synboiilu, We sholl complete our

o

scrufi%y with two-supreme examples of image hondling in which

trees furnish the lodder by which poetic imagination ascends :
N . - . -
the heights ond tronscends time and motter. The orden of the

’

poems has been made subordinote to o flow of connective links
ond we must beg the reader's indulgence if éhronology hos not

been honoured very strictly, though an effort wos made to con-

= ?

\ L . : ‘
//r,//// sider thé earlier poems ot the beginning of ‘this section.

D
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In his essay “The Correspondent Brbezo"_Prof.'Abrons”

roJﬁiks smilingly on th;«“thquugh ventilation” of Romantic

poetry.16 The ever-present winds moke the Aeolian harp o
fovourite image which lends itself porticulorly well to the
enthronement of Noture os creative force, The poet's imogina-

¢
tion functions in occordance with Coleridge's view of the

“* ’

“secondary imogination®, folin§ ond synthetising phenomena

and forcing the snod\of the poem to ossume its primorily

Ao, ~° .
determined [shape.~ The human mind, here, is merely o splintered-

~N

off froction of the spirit of the universe, very much os seen 1

by Kant. _ =

~

Ludwig von Ganghoffer, o Gegman novelist of the late 19th
- \)

-

. century uses o strikin?f@nogo in' his novel, Das Schweigen im
¥ et ¢

Wolde (Silence in the Forest), There, the Aeolian horp is not
merely @ musicol instrument suspended from the branch of o tree,
It is o strangely grown fir itself, its trunk bent low by the
\f;rco of Alpine goles ond nine boughs growing straight upwards
in oqcond;ng order of tallness, The ;on vho owns the mountain
gorden where the tree grows, o talented, if misunderstood ortist,
ptovjkol Qbe fir with on ossortment of carefully tuned bells--

thuj completing the .imoge of on unusuol Aeoliaon harp. The
o ' ‘ ,
M. H, Abroms, English Romantic Poeta, p. 38.

F 16
5

E

5

¥

/.

&
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"a poplor braonch suspendyd". The bronch moves softly in tﬁe

"sounds the ominous “eheu fugaces” motif: peace will soon depart,

tree, needless to say, corri(; importont symbolic weight in the
. ° ~

novel, representing the artist's olienotién, his song in the

7yilderness and his vltimate destruction and rehgbilitotion, and

is o fit symbol of the subject ond object of the creative
17

force,

More conventionally, Coleridge haos his Aeolian harp sus-
pended from the tree in the approved monner, but tree there
must be, the boughs of which 'the breeze moves, in order to

awaken the horp's song. A humble predecessor to the famous

Eolian Horp of the poem of thot nome, Cosimir's "Lyre"’'is “on

< +

. h

“"solemn-breathing oir" which has just ended. But there will be

no peoce fo? the branch and the ‘poplor. The Lotin original

with the "flatterer, Plecsure™, for the poet hears "in the
L]

forest hollow-roaring”--"c deepening sound”. Tree, wind, horp,

-

together with heovy, "low'ring” clouds, co.bin; to strike o

note of fear and foreboding. Evenﬁfhouqh only represented by a
’ &

- mere supporting bronch and o dittonf forest, the tree sucks in

)

theigdp of surrounding context to merge into a stotement of

1?Ludwig Gcnghofcr,(Dos Schweigen im Wolde (Munich:
Droemer Knaur paperbock, 1968). '
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sorrow for a fleoting‘nonont of happiness, only tpo soon
supplonted by turmoil and terror.

The early (1793-6) Songs of the ﬁ;xiet vos Anspired by

the rediscovery of "the Pixies" Parlour, o seydy cove, the

ceiling of which was formed by the roots of dld trees. \

Initiols of the outhor ond his brothers, corveM there in child-

hood, may have inspired the charming foiry tole set in the

form of'"IrredOloF Ode". Here roots, ond trees become the
milieu in which tiny elf-like beiﬁgs disport t::qtelves. fhey
live in their ccvorn;ut "cell”{ and retreot there in "the bla;e\
of doy", enjoying the }hodow offered by the conop; of "huge
roots interwvin'd ;ith vii)ost fextdrc, blacken'd o'er by o§o".
The friendly lijttle beings who vcicole humans to the}r abode
with such vorm /hospitality ore lent the mojesty of oge ond
primol nt;ong\b through thdse mossive éué;dions of their ho;e.

\

Roots lend. them nojequ; the leoves of the aspen, thot well

known trembler, allow them to ochieve o kind of mimicry,
offering shelter from prying ?unon eyss:

On leaves of cspen trees
We tremble to the breeze
Veil'd from the grosser kon\g{ mortal “sight. k

Brought to poetic life through memories conjured from childish

scrovle on old tree roots, the tp}itos$yovc ond‘tpegk in unison
N




o

>

with nature, indeed an integrol part of breeze, root and leaf.

Almost, it seems that the vision of oneness so grandiose in

the Eolion Harp is foreshadowed by these slight beings frém
fairyland. ,Kt’leost no pensive Sqro thwarts tbeir flig#& and
their merger with breeze and aspen, But in the much more
fomous poeém the greot queskion {s posed:

And whot if all the onimoted nature
Be but orgonic Horps diversely from'd,
Thot tremble ito thought, as o'er them sweeps
Plostic ond vost one intellectuol breeze,
At once the Soul of each and God of oll?
' (Eolian Harp)

i

-

The presence of the "beloved Womon"” ond the lopse into ortho-
doxy precludes an answer, Orthodox toco ond reduced to mere
emblems are the trees in this poem: the white-flower'd Josmin
ond, brood-leav'd Myrtle represent respectively In;occnpc and
Love, as we ore explicitly told. There is an essentiol right-
ness to such firmness in a poei wvhere established religious
thought, explicitly, wins over metophysical speculotion., Even
her?, though the poem themotically opposes such views, the paorts

ond the whole are one--organically merged and fused,

In Reflections on Having Left o Ploce of Retirement the

same shrubs (o;d moy we be allowed the licence of inclbding
them in our study, though botanical purists moy ohfoct), the

Josmin ond the Myrtle assume o more importont role. Together
a .

i

72
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with tﬁe tall rose, ;hoy represent o happiness sheltered from
the toils ond suffering of humanity, qucﬁficolly vrban
humanity. Just as it brings rélief to k;ov thot "pensive
So;o's" philosophy did not affect Coleridge's thought much
beyond the honey-oé; and that the great striving for o syn-

thesis betveen faith and soaring speculation went on, yielding

such works as the Dojibtion Ode, Limbo opd Ne Plus Ultro, so it
is wvith joy that we greet a turning awoy from the use of the
common coin of emblem to more privote ond personal image-moking.’
It seems almost thot here the step is mode which Richords sees
os o tronsition from Hortley to Kont:
In Imaginotion the mind is growing; in Fancy
it is merely recssembling products of its post (
creation, stersotyped .os objects ond obeying os
such '‘fixities and definites', the lows of Hortley's
Association, The possage of the conception of the \ A
mind's doings as Fancy to that of the creative 8 - L
Imaginotion is the passage from Hartley to Kant. - -
White Josmin--the emblem of Innocence, Nyrtfﬁ--thot of Love are
mere ossociotive expressions of Foricy. Nothing more is soid ’ |

of them in the rest of the poem, and they owe their glibness:

to age-old usage of the notapﬁor. Whether we ogree with Richards

. 1BJ.'A. Richpéd:, Coleridge on Imagination (London:

Routledge ond Kegan Paul Ltd., 1962), p. 59.

- ' . . .




that Fancy and Imogination ore two different foculties,19 or
with Lowes--thot the difference lies merely in the degree of
inten:ity,zo it will be opporent that the some shrubs which -

w

Qrow in In Reflections on Having Left o Place of Retirement

owe their scent ond lushness to o more Kantion made of creation:

" here they serve the poet's personcl\ metaphoric vehicle, connoting

~

blessedness and shelter from urbtn misery ond strife: Even
though the honeymoon still goes on, even though the Beloved,

the "Sweet Girl” ii\preient ond even though the poems ends on
that, note of profoun& faith ond prayer " , v/: Speed it, 0

Father! Let thy Kingdom come!™, the ttat#/ltund for seclusion,

[

> v a S
peace and communion with noture:
k3
.« . . our tollest Rose ' X \
Peep'd ot the chomber-window, We covld hear

N At silent noon, ond.eve, ond eorly morn,

The Sea's foint murmur. In the open oir o
Our Myrtles blossom'd: ond octross the porch '

Thick Josming twined: the little londacape round .

Wos green ond woody, . . . B

I3

. But this little Porcdise‘'must be left for o life dedicoted

to service:

I therefore go, and ioin head, heart, ond hond,.
Active and firm, to fight the bloodless fight
). O0f Science, Freedom and the Truth in Christ,

. YRichards, p. 31-5.

20Lowes, Rood to Xanadu, p. 103,

4




An unusuol trinity, but one Coleridge's esemplastic imagination
knew how to fuse together. As he foreswears the sveetness of
his retreat in these lines, made obrupt by o conglomergtion of
brief, horshly Anglo-Saxon monosyllables, hi;.spirit will
revisit his sylvon retreat to goin soloce from memories:

Thy Josmin oand thy window-peeping Rose,
And Myrtles fearless of the mild-seo-oir.
\

.Shelter then, soloce ond sweet seclusion is the aura created by
myrtle, josmin ond rose, oll three embodying Coleridge's .’
fovourite colour scheme, thot of green, red and white,

A similor role is ployed by the biblicol Sycomore in o

much later poem, Inscription for @ Fountain on o Heath (1802)..

Thﬂ-trec‘is musical with booa.&gg made okin to its scriptural
brethren: “"such tents the Patriorchs loved!" It shelters o
well and offers shade to t:;vellert, as benevolent os was the
Myrtle ond the Josmine and, just Js they, intsnt on preserving
the sweetness of fertile life. Turning back to the tree- ’
suspended horp, this sycomore fuses the visuol and aural ona
becomes "musicol with bees", enticing more than one sense with

its multifarious unity,

Trees grov in abundance in To @ Young Friend. The yew and

the cypress with their dork greenery crecte o foil for the red

-

berries of the mountain aosh (the picture enhanced by the

75
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fleeting white of the lost lomb). Seiningly, this wood
functions merer as a background for sweet and friendly con-
versation--a kind of velcpuJ\QQ‘Chorlel Lloyd, the young friend

who is Coleridge's guest. But the ash is half uprooted, and

her berries are drippingi ifigthis friendly scene, no doubt. they

I'd

V.4
drip with drops of water, splashed up by the torrent. Yét the
imoge underlying that of the red, dripping berries could be
blood. This is o strange poem, of not quite formuloted meto-

phor. The poetkhipself ocknowledges thot he "essoyed to trace”

r

the Hill of Knowledge, but felt but "rudely vers'd in allegoric

lore”. iﬁe ottempt did not quite come off: the romantic limbs®
s \
of the old pine, may inspire romance through juxtaposition wvith

"enamour'd sight” of the next line, or oppear full of mystery

ond foreboding through the wide shodow they cost--especially
-t

'in the yellow light of sunset; yet the shodow, is benign and
! N

offords delicious rest to the poet ond his friend,

We would be forced to leave this groQo, with o feeling

that its function is purely pictorial, were it not for those

-
intriguing "stiff o{?rgroons”

(wvhose sprecding foliage mocks
. Want's borren soil, ond the .bleak frosts of age,
And Bigotry's mod, fire-invoking roge) ‘

Though ploced in porentheses, as o kind of side idea, these

evergreens offer the key to this pogm: they usher iw thc& inal

.l
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verses: ' . N

from thé stirring world uplifted high *

(Whose noises, fointly wofted on the wind,

To quiet musings sholl ottune the mind, .
And oft the msloncholy theme 'supply) . . .

Yew, cypress, and osh, pine and‘ovcrgreepi are shown us os. the

R ' - ro
rav moteriol of creotion, those frogmenty which the poet

Yo ' 4

gathered before letting them be submerged in Lowes's “s&blininal‘

‘~pool. They vE&}ﬁscrvo to build o "theme" yet to come. Already

. v L 4
the evergreens form o link jn o way yet undisclosed--with ‘

resistance to Bigotry ond barrenness of the mind, ond the u

pine's 0ld limbs . ore "romantic”™. Thot pine is seen emerging

on severol remorkable occosions:

E

A «

In Hymn to the Rising Sun the pines emit "o soft and

sovl-like sound”., They olso appear. os dark, substantiol and

o

block--on ebony mass, But, like o sudden flosh o% poetic

L]

imogination, the J%:knous is pierced by crystol shrine of Mopt

v

Blonc "os with o wedge”., .This is o fitting imoge of the poet's’

. . ;
mind, cutting through obscurity ond dork speculation,

. -

Such on imoge is created in france: An Ode, by Woods and

o &y

Woves, Tho} ore free, yielding only to eternal fﬁus,d%lthoy

-

. \ _ é .
must be, introducing o poeon to Liberty: in the first strophe

- they recoll the poet's untrommelled wondeging "vhere never wood-

(Y

mon trod"; the rude shaopes and unconquerable sounds ossisted

&

- N




his ersuxt-of “fanf;és holy , protecting him frod the

of folly" by their
< (‘ - B . ‘}
"i¢fg;}Qy§ beeches

swinging"

;

[l

pr;mevcl vwisdom,

’

"

os te wos guided by

3

%A

N

"guess

4

&

anq"by'thefr solemn music inspired

tm

y by the wind.

Such

n

is Liberty through which mon con cpmmune’

78

freelﬁ&\i@ﬁ the .source of being gnd ottein huppiness- this ;{\\J/

what Coletxdge prayed for ‘when he wished thofthLﬁmoy enjoy' ©
r (e -

‘'myrtle and ﬂasmxne~shehte

<

€Ld Cot. But the dreom ‘wos destxned

-z
to be broken for 1t wos\\ﬁt~k1berty, tqt BIOSphemy ond Disen-

‘$~
chantement th(t orosa from events iIn FroncqQ Sv;tzerlana\ the

. ‘e_——

' epitome of natxonol freedom was invaded ond the only refuge’

for frpedom\of thought ;emoined agmorig the pines qg; the woves

~

3

<)

cnd the leafy lcbygxnth surroundxng

s "

s

rkpr, bcconos one with her

$

nL

ti is not kind”.

? 1napproccbable nyltcry, fo

%

>

Similorly, w»

‘ . .
inAThegBd&Jod of tho Dork Lod%:, the opening ﬁinc'fktfodbcing

§ A

<

- , L L . .
~-'the "birch with silver bark, ond branches pcdéuloun ond fﬁirf,

.

is at oncé 6n onale
.o b

uUe ond ‘0 controst to the %coktiful girl.

T SRR e o . -’
of «the final strophe, "
1 . ¥ -
The merging, of 0u§1ect and- object, ok pottuloted by . 5
Rxchards, Becohes even ora‘mor ed in ths' fuv 1nstoncel in \\ N
b P .
*vhxch Coler;dge s 'trees are suksuned by the 1no§r of youﬁg, \ §
) J ' =~ P
sexuol womanhood. 1In Lewti, "the pendént boughs of‘trtasy :
’ ’ Y . o - '
y o . - en i . |
yew" re-und the poet of h;; love Meod Fair™. The jos-
“ Y h ]
\ 2 ¢ .
iné, in Levf& l bower con}ures up the beouty s, "boson vhite"




P,lte;ch'bir;h.

N\

N »

4

e

Sicilian Song". What it does, in foct srecqll is the opening /;
. P AR S
. ttropVJ of Wordsworth's Immortolity Ode:.
N / .
Th€re vos o time when meodow, grove and strecom, ®
The Q¢rtﬁ-and every common sight, o
. “To me did seem ' . "
Apparelled in celestiol light, , . . o . .
RN ' \" . L

. , /\ , . N?h 79."“

VN ‘ r

whom we meet, "sitting on the moss in silent poin”., Though the

! . y oo P ) S

lady's heir is "jet-black”, she is foir and her dreams are v
o

Aagntradfon heér vedding day, where she will be surrounded by -

attendonts drecgpd in wghite, as foreshodowed by the silver-

T
“w

i

' In onother ballod, thot of The Mad Monk, the chestnut ,
. . , / 4 ) \ f‘ '
tree shelters the cave in which dwells tHe murderer of beouti- . ..
. o ,

ful Rose,. The ballad was meant 08 o compliment to Mrs.

tr

.

Eodclif!, and the second stanzo purp6;1: to recbll ”¢n olq

<)

/
-

Andyhore is the “chxlxon Song t

[ -‘ B . .' B
There was a time when eor%h,‘and seo and .skies, , . ° //)ffﬁ

The bright green vale, and forests's dork recess, | I
With all things laoy before mine eyes .
* “In steady lovolxnoss .. oy : ’ . .
“ - . el ) 3
:Soﬁﬁﬁov. ve o:;csnnpt’d to 1.1:‘ fhe Mad Honkqgnd the gpfortu- .
noij Rose behind, oihd see,-in this stanza, @ lo-ic‘nt for the
\ R ) : " 1
,.- v . ’ 4 4 _r/-‘ . ) - (
degorting gleam, -the dqpogtiﬂa "shaping Spirit of Imaginotion”, 5
‘ o

. o, C ' A .
mourned so poignuntl§ QVo:yQors loter, in_the Dejection Ode.

<

* ‘w -
This mokes th. cHﬁstnut‘%roo-by the Monk's cave~-close kin to. .

thot choltﬂut and bxnc -enizoncd in the notot from Anxns“Pootcv-

L3N

4. o L .




¢: The Pine tree blosted at the top was applied by, &
Swift to himself as ¢ prOpheticgembjem of his own
decay. The Chestnut is o fine shady tree, and its
wood excellent, were it not thgt it dies owoy at the

heart first. . Alas? Poor‘me:2 \B\_\_ -

This saod exclamotion is a poignant echo of, the involved

. o ‘
gﬁcuses/CF??W prefoce the poem mony lovers of Coleridge's

(4
?
b}

‘geniué considex his glory, Kubla Khan. 'The terrors,of,fllneis,

' q‘;. “ \ - “ ) ' ‘
.oddiction,” loss of creative enefgy rotted the heort of the
\ . : 1 .

great chestnut tree-and yet, to the very end how eogerly were
«/‘\ . ) ' — /
: by

its shodes sought aofter) ) . . ' RPN : s

% . Y

»

This, it seems, is onother fragment of insight, dipped
) , N ' * ) . [ ] ’
into’ the subliminal Well, and emergjng in o poem 63 o portent
v N . ) VQ' ) '
~of gloom, and on anologue to the poet's own despair over the
. ' k] B

folling off of hi;‘§{eoti;e'forke-io chest

¥ B
nut rq}ted at the o
heart. h : C _

,As Coleridge openly stotes in‘Lines Written'in the Ai;um ,
" , - - AN . -~

“ 1
o

ot Elbingerode in_the Hértz Fordst, p q);zbéi o
R . 6G%vurq)forut, the 1oftie;t,.:ti 1 re ivé} o '

<+ - « Their fiher inNuence from the Life within; o
Foir cyphers else: . . , - ‘ .

-
. »

;‘ thi?’poen,)the foir cyphets are fir gfqves which shelter ©

+

mosy "heaving in forms sepulchrol”,

Ay ‘ ' ,’ R ) [ . . I < ’ -
- V;ﬁ% ‘ - ,k . . . P - . " | / | B
.+ . Colerigdge, fAniuo.Poetqg“} Selected Pgetry ond Prose, . 3
p. 476. " ) ' oL ' ‘ | ‘
. . . ‘. B K
s . T . CT , Nt
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It is the poet's "low ond longuid’ mood” which fashions >
~ ]

Zuch funeresl shapes, for ot this moment, humon love has no

- .

access to his hea t. Nature remains "foir, but of iﬁpor} -
K ‘.
vague" without the feeling for "friepd, foir maid, fother"
‘ LI . .

"

or/zountty'

How such' feelings con shope outword imoges is demonstroted o]

in the two last poems we ishall considér.‘ In This Lime Tree ' N

PR

Bower My Prison (the Lime Tree being ‘the European, hongy-

.

beorﬁné Linden ond no relotion ﬁo‘the.citgus tree of the some

'\\’1

‘name ), the trees form o shelter in vhich the poet is forced to
- o L 8 g

stoy, due to on injury. rHis vi:i%ing fgxehdi ore now rooming
i )

the ‘beloved countryside, but, since "dear Saru{ had spilled o

2 t

skilletful ‘of boiling(a§}k on his foot, the poet.nust remoin

in his prison-bower, Owing to his vife's corelessness, the poet

_hos  lost the opportunity of o beautiful experience:

. . o WMOBL, tweet to my remembronce, aven uhen age
Ho@'dxnn‘d -xne eyes to blxhdnoll": o« e
/ ' v . ‘
He overcomes hiws notugcl rasentnont'oguin:trthe'coreless lady,

ol

cnd those Lxhe trees wh ch kike sh], immobilized hin:*by pro-

éectiqg himself to tho xda of his friends, pbrfotagnq the

-

\difficul} footfdf‘Vonqdishinq‘lpoéo]through'tho force .of imogif

_nhtion; He~follo§1 them uhere the "bronchless ash" flihgs'its ‘ e

.

slim trénk ino bridga-lxkc -arch; a pliant ond fonxnxne figure, - '\;
. N N A+ . .
%( N : » - l ~

" L% A - +




to on encounter with the Unfathomable:

i

Y

it hés known its share of suffering: ét{ leaves ore few and

*

»

yellow, becouse the -tree grows in damp, "unsunn'd"” places., Neo..

gole selts these sheltered leaves o-tumble, only the .ever-present .

.wqter%Ell, just os no great disaster hai befallen the poet, in

2

his sheltered bower; but regret for a missed ofternoon of
. N 3

pleasure. Yet, as he follows his friends through }pch notyral

images, he communes with them, especially with hi§~%?ent1e
Charles"t 1In a kind of plotonic oscension, his spirf soors
s : .

-
v 1

. «.. yea, gazing round

On the wide landscape, goze -till oll doth seenm

‘Less gross thon bodily; and of such hues

As veil the Almighty Spirit,-when yet he mokel _ .
Spirit percexX: his presence. : -

a
- B

T,5 This B e,e‘xbhony which kills futile regret:
- - M.p . ol :

. 0

-

|

‘ . ..o delight N °
- Comes sudden to my heart,.ond I om glad
As I myself vere there! -

i
e e | N n

Ahd the little, wae .tree bower xtself no longer'a prison, tokes

13
a ‘

on the greatnass of a vhole vorld for th* P o@/‘ow vses the

a4
!
~ |

znverted telescopgaof shorpened pérception:

\ ~

" Pole beneath the blaze -

Hung the transparent folioge; ond 1/watch'd
) Some brood’angd $unny leof, and lov'd to see
J . The shodow of the leaf aond stem pbove )

/ Dopplan,;ts°sunshxne. ) - ' -

~ . | y

. The rich t;nts pf the wolnut tree ncorby, th. bluck moss of

- 1
'




y A ' ' .
ob ' '
. frontiﬁ? elms, the bronches of which gleam in the lote twilight
ore now precious for they signify thot
No plot so norrow but be Noture there, ‘
2;«%’{t° so vacant, but may well employ -
: foculty of sense, ond keep the heort .
Awake to Love ond Beauty,
In this poem the trees form the lodder on which the poet's
sooring spirit dscends to look "into the light of things"

No more delicote merging of vehicle and tenor, imoge and

informing thought con be coné&ived thon thot lone mention of o

tree in Frost ot Midnight.

- Therefore all seasons sholl be sweet to thee,
. Whether the summer clothe the general qu}h L ey
"With greennelss, or the redbreast sit ond sing - o
Betwixt the tufts of snov on the bare bronch v 8
0f mossy apple tree while the nigh thatch -

Smokes in the sun-thaw; . . .

Tokxng uvpon hinm tho part of the faxry-godnothor, the 1ov1ng

1

fathor ptonouncot a wish ond o blessing - over his sleeping .

infth.“ The swootnctl hc'pro-xsot bi:;hqi the sweetness of the

ripe opple, even though the branch of the apple tree is seen in

winter. VYet there is mossy softness on that branch, and the

" wnow adorning it is shoped into tufts--like soft tufts of down

P

to cradle o oloopinq‘boby,'gr like clusters of opplq’bloosQns,

<& .
prosagiog the ripe fruit--which, too is present in tho red of

the, liéging bird'a broout. Thc woll-knovn throolopo of red

oA

,,M.,,
v

.
ﬂ’% ’
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}
’ green and white does more here than simply point plectin?\

colour combinotions: love, inpocence and tender care, fertile

b
life, the song of youth, the flow of the seosons are interfused,

~not so much by the fsec;a;;n&ﬁf}try of frost™ o-‘Sy the shaping

. spirit of supreme poetry.

,

©

Over o century later this theme of‘tnity was taken a step
L3 r ~

fa$ther--from life on this eorth to life eterncl by onother /

great poet: g

At the source of the longest river
The voice of the hidden woterfoll
And the children in the apple~tree
Not known, becouse not looked for s
~ But heard, half-heard, in the ttillnosa 4
Between two waves of the ses, ¢
Quick now, here, now, alwoyse-
A condition ofzgoaplote simplicity

rd
L - L4 L L L] L

’ ‘ : ) .
From o fother's love we are led to the flash of apprehended

- R ]

eternity., But the triune imoge of the child, the fruit, ond the

4 \ tree remains, tho same, - \ . \ . |

-

pur”

i

2
2T S. Eliot, ”LittLo.Giddlng ' Fout Quortets, (London'

Faber and Fober Ltd., 1959), p.- 59,

}
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X/f CHAPTER 1V
. THE DIMINISHING\ CIRCUMFERENCE

»

-

The internol noture of eoch being is surrounded by
.0 circle,.not to be surmounted by its fellows; and it
,is'thi&,ropullion which constitutes the misfortune of
the condition o?.our life. But there is o circle which
comprehends, A&,vell as one which mutually excludes,
all things which feel. And, with respect to man, his
. public and his private -happiness consisti in diminishing
" the circumference which includes thpse resembling him-
self, until they become one with him, ond he with them.
e 3.. It is therefore thot the ocean, the glacier,
the cotoract, the tempest, the volcano, hove eoch ¢
spirit which animates the extremities of our frome
with tingling joy. It is therefore that the singing
of the birds, and the motion of the leaves, the sensa-
tion of ‘the odorous earth beneoth, ond the freshness
of the living wind around, is sweet., And this is
Love, . . ) '

Here Shelléy sums up, as concisely os anywhere in his

" writings, his religion of eternity. This circle of the soul,

' « ‘

- containing the inner circle, "the internal noture of each”,

cléorly goins in rodionce ond generotes hopbih;ss when
disinishing its boundaries in order to merge with: and include

A
¥

other auras, most akin to -itself, 1Thcsc can be the circum-

" ferences of fellow humans, but olso, the "spirits” of glaciers

. 1Porc;JBy:lho Sholloy, "The Coliseum™, Selected Poetry and

Prota, ed, Kenneth Neil Cameron (New York: Holt, Rinehart and
Hxnston, 1965), p. 121, -
h \ .~ 85
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and cotoracts, of things seemingly inanimate, but alive with
the purbose ond beauty of the oll-encompc:ling One.

It is precisely|whot Horold Bloom means when he mokes

»

Martin Buber's fundamental distinction between the [t ond. the <
Thou the controlling principle of his study of Shelley's
Mzthmoking.z The bosic possoge from Buber's I ond Thou, os

quoted by Bloom,reads aos follows:

I consider a tree,

‘I con look on it os o picture: stiff column in o
shock of light, or splash of green shot with the deli-
cate blue and silver of the background.

I con perceive it as movement: flowing veins on
clinging, pressing pith, such of the roots, brecthxng
of the leaves, cecseless c0mncrce vith earth and QiT ==
ond the obscure ‘growth itself,

Y con clossify it in o species and study it as o
type in its structure aond mode of life.

I con subdue its actual presence and form a0
sternly that I recognise it only os on expression of
low-=-0f the lovs in occordonce with which o constant
opposition of forces is continvelly cdjusted, or of
those in occordonce with wvhich the component sub-
stances mingle ond separote,

I con dissipote it ond perpetucte it in number,
in pure numerical relotion.

In oll this the tree remains my obiect, occupies
spoce and time, and hos its noture and constzgution.

It con, hovever, olso come obout, if I have both

. . will ond ‘grace, thot in considering the tree I become
bound up in relotion to it., The tree is now ho longer

2Horold Bloom, Shelley's Hytb-okigg (Nov Haven: Yale
Ugivoxtity Press, 1959) pp. 1-2. .
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~It. I hove been seized by the power of exclusivepess.
To effect this it is not necessory for me to
give up any of the ways in which I consider the tree, “
There is nothing from which I would have to turn my
eyes oway in order to see, ond no knowledge thot I
wvould have to forget, Rother is everything, picture
and mevement, species ond type, low ond number,
indivisibly united in this event.
Everything belonging to the tree is in this:
its form ond structure, its colours ond chemical
.composition, its intercourse with the elements ond
with the stars, ore all present 'in o single whole,
‘The tree is no impression, no ploy of my imogi-
nation, no volue depending on my mood; but it is
bodied over oguinst me ond hos to do with me, o3 I
" with ite<oply 'in o different way.
Let no attempt be mode to sop the strength
from the meaging of the relation: relation is mutuol,
The tree-will haove a8 consciousness, then,
similor to our own? OFf that I have no experience.
But do you wish, thrébg% seeming to succeed in it
with yourself, once agoin to disintegrate that
wvhich connot be disintegroted? I encounter no soul
or dryod of the tree, but the tree itself.

It will be obvious from the obove thot th; Thou can only

exist in relotion to the perceiving consciousness, os opposed
to the It--o s;iothing fo b:’oxporioncod in o one-way process,
so-.thiqs which con be referred to in the third person only,
‘whereos _the Thou sust rest on ¢ two-waoy }ntorploy between the
ego aond o responding second person ﬂwhothcr human or part of
externol Noture, or, os oatonkfally‘to Buber--God).
It appeors thot Sﬂ;lloy‘s lpi;itl vhich oniaqﬁo gloc;ar:,
. .

oceans ch cotcroctu,‘ond in one- process of meeting the poet's

Pt i
\

L
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v

mind are the glaciers ond oceans, aore of the some ilk as is

Buber's tree which moy "have @ consciousness similar to our

own"

, indefinable by experience, betdetectable by an toctive
relotionship. Hoving made this point, we must express puzzle-
ment at Bloo;}s deprecating view of Shelley's prose writings
(olways exéepting his Defence of Poetry) which, in his discussion

)
of Epgyé}chidion, he dismisses as third hond stuff and inadvisoble
14

for any student of Shelley's poetry to reod.3 It is in the con-
rd

cept of the diminishing circumference which postulgtes mutual

circles striving to merge and touch that Buber's ego-thou:
/
.relotionship 'is echoed ond it is here thot on explanotion may

be found for Horold Bloom's own speculotion on the controry

view of nature adopted by Shelley, os opposed to that of , o

Coleridge.4 As Coleridge states in The Ode to Dejection, noture
lives only through the’hunan entity, Shelley, more huable,

grants the externcl o spirituolity ot leost equol to that of

¢ /
mon and one to be ottoined by © melting into, an energetic

.

3 striving for mytual merging--precisely Buber's octive relotion- ’

<ship,,where the I is "seized by the power of exclusiveness”
P2l s ., . .

"y

4 (I.f ) '
36100:, Shelley's Mythmoking, p. 206,

P

, ‘Bloon, The Visionary Coupnﬁz, p. 286.

~ 1}
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*
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and, without relinquishing any experiential manners of per-

ceivid@, meets .the object in o unified way ond becomes involved L
with it: "ft hos to do with me, as I with it, only in a \

different waoy.”

s

\
We sholl endeavour to show, in this chopter, how this

«

active expenditure of energy operates in Shelley's monner of

~

" approaching the tree and reloted images. _ -~ o
It will be seen thot the tree imoge, in Shollzy's vision,

often suffers a kind of frogmentotion. Rother than complete

entities, we will see o detritus of wind=-blown leaves ond -

v

ost memorable occosions, os in

tangled boughs~-on some of the
. + .

. the 0de- to the HQ;T\Hind--oubiec iolent movement. Our

seorch will lead us fron on i confrontation of the two ~'

)
. circles-~the poet’'s soul and the animating spirit of the per-

ceived object, until the Glmost perfect union in the great Ode N

and .the posthumous Triumph of Life. We shall, finally, seek,

in The Witch of Atlas, oanxplonotion 0s to wvhy the perfection

sust olwoys remoin unottoined, ond the union in the realm of A

1

the "almost”, %

It is olwoys o self-defeating tosk, in oAutuay of the kind

\ .

~ which I haove undertoken, to subject the materiol to o rJﬁid'
grouping which would structure on ordered progression of thought,

. rho path which-will lead on through the vorious ospects -of

B . ) ' !

-
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Shelley's "diminishing circumference” is tortuous. Yet some
guidelines can be stoked out, even though they will fluctuate
and never really become partition walls, for the divisions

will, of necessity, merge tnd become blurred. In his discussion
}

of Epipsychidion, Bloom sees g&is striving for perfect ﬁﬁﬁon os

o doomed quest:

Love unites in oct, not in essence.  The
countermyth demands union in essenge, aond so destroys
the poem, in the movement—to "one annihiliotion™
The ottempt both to extend and to recalize the limits
of relationship and expression foils, yet/the poem '

. temains.> ) (
. ~, : ‘
x 1 hove ottemgted to follow this quest as it grows, not

6erhgps in intensity, but in personal intimacy: where the
controlling idea, the-thenotic}qﬁte of the poem becomes ne;ﬁi&
with the imoge under study, the interplayy,of personcl ouro is

different from instonced in which either the persona of the

.

(N ~ story told, gr, without:.ony mosk, the poet's self, subsuming

Yo
) Va . \ , .
. theme ond persono, atrives for union, Thus Hellos, o forceful

exonmple of personc-merger, will be considered ocfter Promethasus

///’ﬂazkbund-~ond Alostor ond Epipsychidion vifl be seen as hovering

A

between the personc and the selfhood merger. In Fhe Frivmph

. ° . £, N e / rU
0t [ ) v ! . v
T —t - v o ) -~
L \ *
"Bloom, The Visionory Company, p. 341, A . Ci/\:—
) 3 . .
\} . .
_ ~ i v




of Lifo; the great unified imoge is given 'to Rousseou ond'yet

v his experience is so close to the poet's qwn, or at lebst to

t

one of its stoges, thot I hove reserved this-,poem for the con-

cluding section o? this stud}. This, too, opplies to The V}tch

of Atlos, but fior o different reoson, Even though the role of
the Dryods is entirely theme-connected, their oppghronc; is of
P ' - .
A such importonce to the whole question of the success or failure

fl

' of\bhe{quést, thot they nu:the considered last, since they
provide the final owfworg And so our stydy will have .come Full

 circle, opening ‘fn't the theme-link ono‘reoching its conclusion

© T with it. /'\ ‘ o u ~

v ﬂﬁ4" "Ambiguous man", in Queen Mab, capable of generating the
. : , . _ . - .
sociol evils of faith, wor, counorcoﬂ_iloéery and tyranny, is

-~

e mirrored by the multiplicfty of the root image of re igious
v P’ . \"

L error, twiping itself round man's coffined "cldy™ ond beoring
<N

) . ae -

o

fruit which vilg'poigon generotioni.yog to CQIi;—bUt trees, ig

—\  Canto 1V olso present naturol hormony, as oppotdﬁJto human evxl
o/ ¢ / ~ ¢
TP v ., the fruits, the floworl, the troel,,

J\Arise in due succession;’all things speak e
Peace, harmony ond love., ' The 'universe, '
In Nature's silent eloquence declarew .

‘ Thot oll fulfill the wvorks of love ond joyh

“ . -All, but the outcont Man. O .6

LY R - a

, ‘ \éPorcy Bysshe Shqfi;y, The ngizgol Works s 2 VOI‘;'\U
v 1: Lyrics™ond. Shorter Poems (Londdn: J. M, Dent ond jon
A 1935), ﬁo 890"70 i - ) '4 3 N w

v ot ’ ' .

4
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’-floutiuhcd in choniei qntihdity,‘ﬁnd in\rcpubiiﬁpn Rbyc,-

'(10?

N

4 PR TS

He are led ffon poison ‘to xdeul hnrnony and fruxtxon, and

v

'Sgbxn, in prtoﬁ?, from fettxlxty to deoth and buck to rebxrth

Not only leoves, ndt only seeds, the whole tree itself, must.

-

fall and lie in "loathsome rottenness” .for o long tiié, until
if,’too, shoret in the process of r§bi5th:

'Till from the breathing lawn o forest tprzng:
0f youth, xntﬂgrxty and lovalxnazs.f‘

‘\\
i

-

Outcost man and toll tree must ‘suffer the same fate.in order to e
bring about the opotheosis envisioned in the finol canto vhere
o Godwinesgue Porodise hos been born, vith Necessity officioting,

- . 1 N “

o» niduifo. Nofvc though this drcou moy seem, .spocnolly vhen:

*vxcvod from thp voh&ogo poxnts of Proncthcus Unb0und\ Ode to the g

West Wind and The Trxuuph of Life, yet the horc poctxc process

may be obsOrvod in xtl xnxtial stoge, In whaotever light we mdy

regard Shollty‘s social philonophy of that period, we ore bound %

o N toe 3 e,
. .

to pense the beginning of the kind of union between the very

core of the poem and the imagery vhich bodies it fortﬁ; speci fi-~

cull7 the i-ogéry‘Concorninq this study, To sisquote Cassirer

v

hd 3 4 z
P

Chapter .3, Note 5)--"0 aéaodtory god™ is seen to be born

roa

and--the tree has become évolwing humonity, ’ ' e 0

!

Liberty hides, os yot'hnqcknoulodgpd, vhorﬁ'“gédo, corn
and olive mild grew sovoge yet™, in' the Ode to‘hcttnooo; ‘Hoving

4
¢

¢

. .
- N . N
I3 -
. .
. . ‘ . -
‘ .




\ _ .
W . 93
n // ) !

Liberty must flee the "senate of the f@rant." ond finally the

lone tyranny of the Caesars, It is tgyiyitting to note that

she finds o_shqlt;r in which to loment her defeat among the - -
v I ’ . L t

Northern pines:

T

From what Hyrcanion glen or frozen hill;
*Or piny promontory of the Arctic main,
. Or utmost islet Pnoccessible,
Didst thou loment the ruin of thy reign '&\“’
. ? -

L) * L] . . . L] . [ 4 L L . * * . . .. * . -
'

Yet it is the olive again wvhich heralds Liberty’'s return in-the
wreoth ¢6 "Saxon Alfred’'s brow" foreshadowing the avakening of'
the free spirit of humonity, The trees of South and North,

- olive ond pine, just as men of Italian cities ond men of England,
are io;;;;,in their progress towords Liberty's triumph, Trees,
too, bccqno fitting vehicles in the poet's.;corch‘for a new

foith ond o new divinity,
4 .

While the “storlight woods™ in Hymn to Intellectuol Beouty

denote a poet's mistoken sesrch for truth in.orthoéox igligiOn
(I called on poisoned namew on which our youth is fed), the

giant pines in Mont Blanc hove a different thoug% equally °

L

te

‘numinous role. They are titans and their ceremony harks back‘_

40 "an old ond golemn hormony”, ;Yot the image is consistent with

‘ideas of Christion worship: their "sighty swinging” brings forth

i

\

(“'7Sh-110y, Selected Poetry and Prose. ' : .
(e B




, . ' ' [ [y

94

oy
oy
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.
P . ’
o
-

thet vision-of some titanic ocolytes censing o giont altar.. It /
, ’ *

/

- -

is interesting to note here thot, iﬁ a sinilo; image of trees

- ‘growving in thick profusion ond portoking of o kind of spiritua-

lity, Coleridge has his "incense-bearing trees” 'stonding still,

v

even though other elements in Kublae Khan, rbcﬁs,'ond water, are
subject to no;g/:}olont vpheovals, This would bear out our

contention thot olmost everywhere in Shelley,the tree-image
‘ ’ N . ( :
and motion ore linked. In Mont Blanc it olso joins the rest of

nature in on ocknowledgment of mutability:

The fields, the laokes, the forests ond the sttoo-t‘(line 83)
Are born ond die; . . .-(line 96) N

.~

And this ephemeral existence is juxtaposed to the Power wvhich

"dwells aport in its tronqdillity, remote, serene ond

+

\ inaccessible” here symbolized by the mighty mountain, The

. ;f;oua‘of ruin” rolls its perpetuol streom, a terrible view of

L}

0 ‘
VthJ}@nly eternity in the universe, that of destruction.

<

Fitkingly, the Titanic pines, seen before os inconoo-luinging.

L4

worshippers -of that terrible divinity ore cloo'vict§nt of

vitimote destruction:
‘ ‘s o o« vost pines aro‘lt;oving :
o "Its destined path, or in the mangled soil
Branchless and shottered stend. . . . : ol
- (lines 109-11)

" The poet presents two tree-images: the giant pine,.




{
{
H

Ly

swoyedﬁby the wind in prayer to the greot power, ond the

sﬁgtﬁnred pine--destroyed by thot same, unfeeling, unacknowledging,

¢

uncuging power.: These express o very bitter view of the inform-

3

. »
ing spirit of the universe, Demogorgon is here ollowed to mérge

with Jupiter, combiniag conscious tyranny with ronpfé and

{ T :
unfeeling Chaos.

Prometheus Uhbound, with its mingling of & londscope

geogrophicolly provoble ond vioble, and the grondiosc vision of

f

@ universe in which personolized ideas conduct their Olympian

offoirs, presents the heights of Shollcy's‘thcistupporting

~

\

§ . .
imoge-making, ot leost where the tree imoge is conderned. The v

o

"very first tree we encounter is on orgonic'part of the body of

the Earth Mother, rejoicing with her (in reminiscence) in the
' 1

13

birth of Promethous: ’

« . . she within whose sfony veins,

To the lost fibre of the loftiest tree,

Whose thin leoves trembled in the frozen air,

Joy ran, aos blood within o living frome . . . :
' Co (Act 1, scene *+, lines 154-7)

: Y . L.

“{Qo oneness of Nature ond her informing Spirit is made organic

ond physical, The leoves were thin ond tresbling, gnd the oir

\ y
frozen (all sydbols of despait to Shelley). But when Horcu:yVJ‘ |

-

> announces to Prometheus onother onslought of torture, ordained

Frd

by Jupiter, the sudden death of o tree fo?:;hodovt the agony:

N




-

of his passion ond dies in o bloz: of whitenews, that of fire

Ione: O, sister look: White fire
Hos cloven to the roots yon huge snow-looded cedor:
Hov feorfully God's thunder howls behind! |
' (Act 1, scdne 1, line 433)

&
“3

The tree which rejoiced in the birth of the Titon, now portokes

t

ond of death, coused by’ the thuhdorbolt'of their common enemy,

0

But, occording to the fukption ollotted Noture iﬁ the poenm,

trees, too,foretell the coming of deliveronce., Toward the close

[

of Act 1, the Chorus sings of the vhité-thorn which soon will

bloQ, heralding Wisdom, Justice, Loye ond Peace., Whiteness is
' : | - ?

veed in its primordial dual role: denoting deoth and rebirth.

The Furies ore fled ond the next ofﬁ tokes vs to the °

“lovely Vole in the Indion Caucasus”™, iﬁ Pantheo's socona |
dreas, which she r;lotoi to Asio, the liggtning-hjosttd ol;ond,
tree bursts forth in buds, ogain stressing the duolii;'bf'blo:sgu
ond bud, Though victory is not yet ot hond, and the SCythién
vind blows down the blossoms, yet each petal beors the message . |

"0, fFollow, follow, follow!" Asio tokes up the story of tgs\\\ ' ; )

' . %‘w . , X ) . . |

drco-,‘nnd the.cd)l to folldw is continuved in it, through the
2 s g; ’ : ,

vind omong the 3inéi,’o successor to the deasth-dealing northern

F

blc"" .

»
-—

t

*

* The ?nnor reality of the forest forms the first stage of

the iyb Gceanides® journey. Since the voyoge must take thew

Y

m?. o o A_M.,AWp;ﬂ*~____________;______;:IJ-i-----




.6f the foreft mwre o kind of ante-chomber to their goal. Aguiﬁ;_

"the earth, or should come, and be striven for, whether

~after the overthrov of Jupiter, the Séirit of the Earth comploins

97
. o’
"dovn, qbun, down" to the caves of Demogorgon, the dense bowers

ﬁ
os in Alaostor, there is the feeling of soft and vomblike
enclosure, but unlike the eutiier poem, thi; womb is truly‘
maternof, partaking of the Lenignity of the Eorth Mother.

Though composed of "each dark tree that ever grew”, cedor,

pine aond yew, it yet hblds pearls of dew, single pale uno;onon,
newly blown lourel flowers, and odmits the isoloted beams of
stors to scotter -"drops of gold”. Truly, the gloom "is divine
all round", and the ;ong of the nightingale dominotes over its,
silence. This is o0 poem of hope, ond either possibility posited "~ ™
by Professor Bbw;o--thot of\o pruph;cy or of @ chollenge still

folls under that hooding.8 Whether Shelley thought that o

Promethean ero would conc,‘proviaod Love ond Redgson dominate

ottoinoble or not--his exploration of the depth of human -

N

enotionl and relotionship are positive. The movement is upword:

to its mother of "boughs thot bore ill berries in the woods".
.. J

-~

Ty

lﬁc; M. Bowra, The Romantic Isagination (London:'. Oxford
University Press poperback, 1961; rpt. 1969), pp. 123-4, .

(1
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These poisenous fruits existed in the same world as the ugly

/

ond evil men of the cities and, it is impliéd, disappecred
ofter the transformotion was wrought ond human souls could come

0

forword in all their beouty. The bower FPrometheus chooses to

-

cradle his hoppiness with Asic reflects/such beouty:

There is o cove, ,
All overgrown with traiding odorous plants,
Which curtain out the day with: leaves and flowers, :

(Act 3, scene 3, lines 10-13) -

Ll L L] L] .« @« * » * - - . Ll », ® L] L L] - . - . L] . L] L d

And there is heord the ever-moving oir,
“Whispering from tree to tree, ond birds
ond bees; . . .

o s e -
e e e et S e

In Act 4, Ione ond Ponthea shore opocalyptic visions of lighﬁ-

[

(Act 3, scene 3, lines 18-20)

endoved beings, all emerging from “openings in the forest™.
Even the humble myrtle is token up'into this pageant, since it

_once hid o dogger meont for the tyront Hippias: it is likened

A

~to the beoms of light issuing forth from the stor upon the’

’

forehead of one of those radiant beings. One of thes is quite

openly "kneoded” fros frogments of growing plont life and light:

. The emerald light of leaf-entongled beoms
* Round its intense yet self-conflicting speed
Seem kneaded into one aericl mass ., ., .
(Act 4, scene 1, lines 260-2)

and in thot strange orb, the Spirit of the Earth lies osleep.
Leoves, boughs, forest bowvers, form o th‘ltorinq, light-

intervoven reclity, ot tises imbuved with the syncesthetic pover

!
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.of sound: :
~The pine boughs arn'lfngind

Old songs with new gladness.. C : :
y 2 (Act 4, scene 1, 'lines 48-9)

. i

The WVoico of unseen Spirits® thus completes the light-tolour-E

su,

loond contiﬁuun--u un!quoly joyous and tond!r note, to bo found
]

ot its most 1ﬁtqntc in tbc two last, trxunbbal octs of

A\l

PtOlOthCu! Unbound,

-+

Tho prototypo of 1dcnt£fication of pcrtonn ond noturo image

noy bo seen in the F:ﬁguont ftou the Nondorigg,Jou.qf Hcre, the

suffering wonderer feels ot one with thb‘“scqihid pine® bearing,

t
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as the tree does, the Hokor's seol. The pint, hoving oucopcd )

conplctc dottructxon in o forest fxro, |tondo on o,dctclott.
heath ptoud in deoth, "o -onu-,nt of foded .grandeur”™, forever
ttctilo, yet wild ond majestic; so does Ahasuverus, denied the

notur03 hunonity of donth, remain on eorth, o ”Ddath-in-Lifo"

figure, yot olwoys utoudfost in.a Prolothuqn denial of submission,

This sawme broud rcvolt s, seen in Tﬁc Wondering Jew's Solllqg_x.

onothcr fragment, possibly lntcndod for the scme poen, cnd

”cortbinly bearing out the theme of dgfianco, fitt[ﬁgly i-ogcd_

3

forth by the fire-scothdd yet unﬁovcd'}lno.1o

1

9Pircy Bysshe Shelley, Lyrics and Shorter Poogq, p. 30,
10 - E N .y




‘élcorly required ‘and the sulten consults Hosson .os to the’

A similor instonce of the imaoge-persona uniorf con be found

in Hellos, When Mahmud, the scourge of Hellos, arises from his

“restless pillow"™, ‘the uneasiness induced by the Chorus of
Greek Captive Womeén croves alleviotion; an expert in drecms is

\

‘ovailability of Ahasuerus, the "wise interpretor :/ dregms”.

Hasson dcoc}ibcd’thﬁ Jew's dwelling: 'pines of the isle

_Erébinthus (so reminiacent of biblicol terebinths) shelter the

coverns from which, if properly invoked, Ahosuerus oppeors,
’ ' ' L

- - 4
ushered in by o.wind rushing out of the “sighing pine forest",

LY 4N

As the boat carrying the teeker ocpproaches, the shadow of these
pines will g&énch‘tbc bodt's fiery shadow upon the saopphire
F 4 . .

voters. There is o foofing of tension in these limes, betveo\f
the violent, floming approach of the ‘tyront's emissory, marring

the . blue .of the se'c ond the colm serenity of the trees which

3

, ' I‘ .
are colled vpon to COuntoxoct the fire ond restore the bolance;

it hos been notod by many con-ontolors, ospocxolly Bloom, thot
{
blue is a princ favourite in Shalluy s hxcrorchy\hf colour,

According to’ the poet's ennotation, the seer vill, os do the

¢
-

pines, attempt to counteroct the conquering will of Mahmoud in
f? . L]
K .

th.”roa;#qoblo vay of a vili; but merely humon counsellor:

v

e« o o I have preferred to represent the Jew as
disclaiming all pretension, or even belief, in super~
naturol agency, and os tc,pting Mahmoud to that stote

]

b
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.

of mind in which ideas may be supposed to assyme
the force of sensotxons'through the confusion of
thought with the object of thought, and excéss of
o ' passion animoting the creation of 1nqunctxon.
, It is o sort of noturel magic, susceptible of
SN being exercised in o degree by anyone who should
have mode himself master of the secret associations.
of onother's thoughts.11

T assume thot the word "confusion” is to be read in its basic

sense, of con-fusion/ . the fu;ing together of unlike elements

"and not in the more videly accepted pcjorétive manner of chaos

[

‘and loss of control. If this' reading be accepted, then the

quenching pines and the "¢ighing pine-forest™, o few lines |

below, are successfully con-fused with the Figure of Ahosuetus;

the funttion of the wandering Jew in thil'poin is not that of , L

)
a storming, wording ond menacing prophet, but of o soge vho .

ottempts firmly to leod the iultun tovards an understonding

of mutaobility: of the temporal word and the supreme doninaﬁgq

£ _ .
~ Mistake me not! All is contained in eoch,
Dodona's forest to on acorn's cup-
. Is that vhich has been or will be to that
Which is--the absent to the present. Thought
Alone, and its quick elements, Will Possion,
Reason, Imagination, cannot die;

of the spiritval:

N : N .
. 11Parcx.8ylsho Sheliey, Selected Poetry and Prose, p. 503,

N »
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They are whot that which they regard appedrs,
The stuff vhence mutobility can weave
All thot it has dominion over--voprlds, worms,
- Empires, and superstitions. . . . (lines 791-800)

/’

It is significant that the controlling metophor of this very

Properc-like speech is the acorn containing within itself, the

potentiality of o whole forest of oaks. And the pine: ghich:

sigh os they introduce Ahasuerus, echo the .Iiis o{ Dodona,,jor
b

g k1
\

the .impermanence of love, when it forgets tho lavs of nutobxlxty.

When Ahosuotus leaves, yielding pride of plocc to thg

g.nuxno Phantom, that of Mohomet the Sccond,’tho tree inmoge

.t couiurod vp in the apparition‘s first speech nctcho: the dork .

» und sinister ospect of t%o “scerd. With the J.u, tho gentle

J

presences ore left behind. Among strange laments and weiling

voices, the nev dispensation is ushered in:

The autumn of o greener foit
And wolfish chonge, like winter, howls
'The folicge in which Fome, the eogle bui
Her cerie, while Dominion vhelped below,
The storm is in its bronches, ond the

- 'Is on its leaves, and the bilonk deep-expects
Oblivion on oblivien, spoil on 1, |
Ruin on ruin: ", [ (lines 871- s) ' \ |

This is the deoth of Islom (porhcp:, to Shelley; of all
estaoblished religion). No wvonder the tuo Mohomets werge into
the image of the dry tree trunk vhach yet will engender o

sinister seed capable of entongling the last sposms of a dying,

[ SN §




"weak people". For both Mohomets shall .reign together in the
" land of the dead and the tree is the tree of death.

Were it not for the t,ronsporent mosk of "T‘w Poet vhose"
untimely tomb no humon hands with reverence had reqro;l" which
veils ih; 1true persona of Alastor and of "the gritor of the

following lines who died in Florence" who performs the same

office in the Advertisement to Epipsychidion, the two poems

i

would form the apex of our study devoted to the union of the’

- ]

poet's selfhood with his imoges, But in such motters the avthor

must \ruain the ultimate maker of decisions and since Shelley
N : .

p'r‘esentod us vithy,o0 kind of persona, though only thinly dis-
‘guised, we place these tivo poenss, of] vtmost iuportt;ncc to our
purposes, on the border, os it were, b€} ween thlc tvo ;odot of
writing.

\Ainstor is, os Bloom rightly sees it, o poesm of a r.uin'ud
quut,.“2 The seeker fails in his attempt to "diminish the
circumference" ‘o?'tho distoance between ;ouls‘--ond dios in
despait., The relotionship between sovl ond‘.;th‘_. Thou of noture,

LY

is insufficient, tlsé op‘n’:{,n’g “invocation notwvithstonding. The

103 -

RN : . '
.search for the ideol beloved must, of necessity, end in foilure,

4
- v \

i

N

L

1?Horo,cld Bloon, The Vhion'oifEﬁﬂl, p. 290,
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- ' * ’ * ' (
The tangle of trees and boughs is juxtaposed to the notion of

Even.though gl1 the seasons are joined if'a filicl salute to

X AV
deserts; the 'vastelond is ever close at ho:é. Even the "notural

- " oy =/ 104
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’,

nature in the first ;tgnzo,othw boughs ore jbare, their only
/ ' \ A

radiance J-riving‘fro- their crowns of starry ice. They ;ptly

adumbrote whot comes loter, end ;spocialiy since they ore the

, - ..
providers of the poet’'s "untimel tomb” foshioned of mouldering.
) ) 4

*

leaves. 1In all the protogonist's extended vanderings there 'is
hardly o tree which shores in his rdare moments Qf serenity,
Mony o wide wbste pnd tongled uildurne;s'
Has lured his fearless steps. . . . (lines 78-9)

»

bower" in Who vole.of Coshmire, where the drocn finds its

qu-stionoblo céhtuu-otion opening almost immediotely ofter o

"~ the londscaps:

1,,
sight of the ic,w&ovcc .of . the ITdu. ond tho Oxus, herelds ‘o joy
)x-‘- ; {
of poignont 1-por-anq§ct. Onlx too soon does the odorous . %

bow.r chﬁngo into o scene of dotolotxon:’

i d

Spreod round him where he stood; WHither have flcd
'~ Thé hues of heoven that conopxod the bower
_Of yesternight? . . . (lines 194-7)

The distinct volley ond the wvacont woods, ' ’ 5”
2

s
- . RS
- . "
This trogic ybi sunt queries the diseppearance of the blessed

*

blues of hoo;on the deporture of which tronsformed bowers of

bliss into vacant voods, Nor is the trcnif;funtion limited to

i

v
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And now- his limbs were leon; his scaottered hoir
Sered’ by the autumn of stronge- suffering, '
Sung dirges . xpP\Q:‘vxnd his listless hand, N
Hung, like dead bond within its withered sk;n~ ’
' (lines 248- 52)

’
-

The seeker hos assumed the aspect of a dying tree, not unlike
the dead trunk in the reals ¢t the dead which oxinglifics the

two tyrants of Hellos, His hoir is reminiscent of leaves,

scottered by outunﬁolghinds and the withered skin of ‘his hands
< . X .
closely resembles flaps of dead burk ﬁong§ng on dry bronches,’
. . - : Y

True rel%tion:hip between man una nature was denied and we
witness the dying of thot vitol link vhich creotes the I-Thou

of life. It is a protracted odony. The journey in the little
' 3
shollop tokes its improboble course, upstream, and with less:

magical help than o similor trip taken by the Witch of Atlas,

-

The trees seen on the journey Gre majestic; old, of “knarled:

-~ W

roots" (sic) and "mighty limbs™., If ihcy provide sheltered

spotw even those hove lost the ‘odorous. fti.ndliﬂ;ll of that
. t

first bougr. Now ‘the woods ore musical, but 'the trees ore

[N

“embowering™, o word which Kere conjures. -up the embolmer‘s ort

“ond the tomb. The Poet is oware that there can be no wors joy

in his fncountck'ﬁith noture:

) He sought in Noguré't decrest hount, some boank
~ He{ cradle ond his sepulchre. (lines 429.30)
There is cleovage between him and the living vorld. The ook

{

-~
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.where moy lie noture's crodle, he con only find his grove. The

o 106

" ‘ A -

. may eqbrkcc the beech but thbre is.no identification with this

coniuaudﬁion for the seeking man. . He hos cut‘hipiolf owoy and * N

\ R .

cedars form pyramids, ogoin reminiscent of embalmed dedth,

v

vhile all the trees converge in 1oienn domes, Ash ond ococia

i

‘are seen os clouds, p%le ond tremulous Bnd; os identified with

the clouds a‘fou‘lingt~belov--org weird ond unéorthyy. Any
other closeness the seeker sees is o porositic 'one--sucking
tendrils twining tﬁonlalvgl, "like rcitlcng'serééntl" r0unqd§he

grey trunks, The dork glen bgnesth the "woven” canopy of treqs

A}

is beoutiful, with the aZure sky do;ting between the chosms of

loovgs ppa”boughn.' But thi‘poot;lwhon ﬁe appeors amid this
S;nuty"is~ihcongruoo&, for h{p h;ir is thin, the light oL his
oy;i.yon and, when he perceives a presence Pnongst the freshness
of 1;o¢oi, 9ross.oAd fountdi;, it is the very essence of his
olion;gion}ithc Alqltor, leading him on in his }ruiklous quest:
"The end oy;iét'ot the foot of .the f:olcnn pine”., Bright’
lcov;t of many colours, rgd{,ygllov or ethereolly polo\prn-

cursors of the myltitudes of the Ode to the West Wind die here

1

I3 )

and vill form the fitting sepulchre to the Poo;; “embovered™ by

. . ‘ V; 4
tvining ivy, o recurrent decth-imoge, In o last striving

. R ‘
effort, he places “his pale lean hond upon the rugged trunk /

of the old pine. . . . (lines 633-9) His quest for perfection
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fn loveéfulfiliment is a failure, nnd\he has fallen victim to
the spirit ogysolitude. H&t the lost gesture reaches out
~townrds‘a possible union and, in death, he ond the dead leaves
become one. Union was only to be ochieved in the sepulchre

»

o .
which the leaves shoring in his dying, now provide,

I3

Epipsychidion, o poem dedicated to that soul within the
soul which foﬂLver seeks to be united with onot;or spirit, be
it human o; port of living Noture, brings forth o greot flood
of iioges,romonq wvhich leaves oéd trees take their ;ropor ploce:
having uu;ed upon the iniquities of‘-onogauy and soxqgl
posses:ivenes&,'thc poet philotophi;o: on the premise thot

suffering and evil are subject to the low of diminishing

retu;kxi o ' .

I1f you divi;o suffering ond drosi, you may :

Diminish it till it is consumed awoy. (linq? 178-9
On the contror}, ploolu;o and love ond th;ught, érow through
aivision, each "exceeding the wvhole". Love di;idod omong mony —
objects will, according te this doctrin;, provide each recipient
vith o portion larger than the originol sum total. Thot much
hos often been clgi-od for po;ontoi love and thit‘-oy be the

v

reason thot some of the images in the poem seew to ottract and

]

submerge others into themselves, to coalesace finally into one,

rodiont entity, not unlike o porent’s feeling for eoch and oll

1
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of his children. And o, tko po;t gothers fraogments on the
way--he is a nsth: the flight of the insect is likened, in
éurn, to thot of o dead leof's in ;he “owlet light", o delicious
metaphor for dusk, with oll its grey ond downy softness, It

is curious how un-deod Shelley's fallen leaves oéten ore, por-
toking, as ihuy do, of the motion of wind and oir, Here they

are suicidal, following the moth's fotol ottroction for o lomp,

v

the role of which is taken by the "fiery sepulchre” of ‘the

setting sun, True love is being sought but has not yet been
L [} i -

'found: the dead leoves lead into the wintry forest, inhobited

by untaught foresters, os noive and eosily gulled os is the .

young poet at this stage.

We ore in o lond of cold ond dood;; disease: instead of
iho trve beloved, on envenomed figuro,‘ondouod with evil
strength (électric poison) casts ; blight unto the seeker's
“g;con heart”. Shelley's technique of -;tophor-uoking expscts
o consciouuﬂoffort of the reader. The "qroo; heart", the core
of which 'is pierced by the poison;uo.svootnntl of evil love, is
either a young tree, or a whnli forest; in either case, louvoi

i +

ore present: ?

And from her living cheeks ond bosom flev

A killing oir, which pierced like honey-dev

Into the core of my greeh heort, and lay ’
Upon it leaves; until, as hair grown gray




O'er o young brow, they hid its\unblovn prime
With ruins of unseasonable time. - (lines 261-6)

Leoves--or o young man's hair, grown prematurely groy os o : "

result of venereol disease (o common belief of the period). Y

1

Youth blighted by the physicel encounter with the embodied v \\
)

evil aspect of love in the petton{of the prostitute: in
Cambridge, leading to ruin young "untought foresters” or noture
suffering o similor fote wvhen struck by the bliﬁht of winter?
The "circumference™ befween the troo-forolg-cn;ity ond the
human sufferer is here diminishing fg the point of total
merging, reminiscent of o similer approoch i; Al;ttor.

The intrusion into the "obscure Forest”, the "wintry
wilderness of thorns” of the long-ovaited vision of the true - :
soul sought for by the poet's soul of Emily,.completes the
c&clo. ‘Her very name, like Spring, ;vukons "fruits qnd
fiowct:”. By implication, the deod leaves and wintry thorns
ore transmuted into thg’living fertility of the fruit-beoring
tree, The oscent is not yet completed. The various loves of
the po&t'slpa;t life, transformed into hecvenly bodies will
join hiq; according to his creed of blissful polygamy, in their
adorotion of tho'ultinoto vision oﬁthronod oﬁ on-oltor of her

.

own; i;dood, the poet himself, in an ecstasy of worship will

melt into the image of a fruitful plaont; the pltimote in fruit-

4
A}

N e




ful plants, in fact, the tree thot grows in Eden:

Lady mine, . ]

Scorn not these flowers.of thought, the fading birth N
Which from its heort of hearts that plont puts forth

Whose fruit, made perfect by thy sunny eyes,

Will be as of the trees of Paradise, (lines 383-7)

From this peak of ecstosy, the rest of the poem cannot
" «

help but be o folling off in intensity, ot least where the imoge

o)

of our study is concerned. After this perfect ond soaring union
of imoge and i-ugel-okct, the "thick woods” which uiil graoce the.
Tonion islond of promised escaope seem tome. Nor will they'ovoidﬂ
tgo vsval fote of Shclloy&n trees: though heralding blissful
seclusion they,: too, will suffer decay ond fragmentotion, their
‘leoves identicol with the "withered hours” of the two aging
Iovcr;. Hovovog, this very identificotion rescues the concept

of union for, again, frogments of humon life ond dying leaves
- .3 i i . b

merge into one image. ‘ ¢ )

When the Lowp Is Sﬁottorod hos received such unflz}tcting

ettention from such on honorific pen os thot of F, R, Loovis13
that it is aolwost fdglﬁordy to attempt o glonce ot this lyric

ond a seorch for o further elucidation of ourhttudy. Yet the

¥

13F. R, Leavis, Revalustion: - Trodition and Developwent %n‘
English Poetry (New York: The Norton Librory, Norton & Norton
Inc., 1963), pp. 216-220,




‘ 1M1

loéntion of the "well-built” nest, the home of initially hoppy
/

‘love is so obviously o tree thot even without the remarkoble

.lost stanza the omission of this poem vould‘be impossible.

The tree, then, shelterl the neq(, originally well- buxlt but
3]
foresaken by one of the lovert, leaving “"the froilest" to

endure the sorrow of loneliness. And whot o viblent lorroJ it

RS

is! We are forced to agrée with Leavis ihot it is not quite

clear who it is thot "ieoves the nest", though the deporting

one is referred to as "love”. On the controry, it would seem
that the one left, the s&ff;rer, ﬂtkll loscs and he, somehow,
bécones merged with th; nest, he is at once vao;a “c}odlo,
Lono and bier", There ve may find on imperfect ottenpk ot
"diminishing the ;ircdn%or?nce", resulting in o kind of choas,

whére,\on more felicitous occasions, such os in The Ode to ngloa'\

A

or Epipsychidion, to cite only two, Shelley achieves perfection,
This doesl not detract from the power of the tree i;égo in the
lost l£onzu:- the remorkable feat here c&nlilt of o tree not
being mentioned at oll, yet overpowering in its,proqoﬁco: §h01

raven's, os well the_cogio'l nest must se in a tree., Eagles

. nest on crogs, but crags do not tock thersfore the image of

the vxolently swoying bronchot i-potcs itself on the iind with
conploto\clority: ond‘tho branches are naked, though oxplicitlf ‘

it is only the foresaken lover who is left “"noked to loughter™,

-~
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-

. But the sun is situvated in o "wintry l(y”, therefore the bore-
ness of tho branches is, ogain, x-plxod without dxxoct stote-
ment, but uttorly obvious. How Cll. could they look since

Ml

"leaves faoll ond cold winds come?™ The identificotion of the

4
~

sufferery tbi no{t ond the tree may not be os logicolly
defensible o3 such'-crgingt are eléevhere, but the power of
the i-og; connot be denied.

A closer id;otificot§9n of the poet with the imoge occurs’

in Letter to Morio Gisborne, .when Shelley becomes the silkworm

“in the dork mulberry leoves”. A cradle ond o winding sheet
is being woven ot once, just os, in the poem, the warm Italion
landscope takes shape in o montoge over the harsh scenes of

London, In Italy the moon is shining ond the firooflico seem

pole by comparison: !‘; under the derk trees, each becomes as -
bright os "o little lqn . This bonign shelter .nobl's thc poet

to hear the Contadino's sang, rude but mode swveet "by distance”,

But his corrospondint is forced to gaze upon:

A shobby stond

Of hackney coaches-~a brick house or woll
Fencing some lonely court, vhite with the scrowl
Of our unheppy politics. - . (lines 265-8)

The wrltor of the letter is surrounded by inogo; of fruit-

fuLnols ond qxouth~
\
I see a choos of green leoves and fxuit
Built round dark caveras, even to the root

-
L3

L]
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‘ *
0f the liVilg stems that feed .them; in whose bowers

There sleep in their dork dew the folded flowers; . . .
(lines 273-6)

A beloved imoge of Shelley, this: the soft cavern; the bowvered

.
-

enclosure of leoves and branches sheltering both flower ond

. fruit; or for the silk-worm, the mulberry leaf woven into both{

cradle and winding shoe}. Italy, warm ond womblike, is here
opposed to the qnqular';orshncnl of the bricks and dust of
London:

There can b;‘cruclty in the Itolion landscope, too. Nerves

ond veins of o being tortured by sorrow are "like sapless

leaflets now / Frozen upon December's bough.™* Horo,\Anong the

tEuganean Hills, the poet mourns the loss of his little doughter

h Y

before he turns to loftier themes--a lament for the enslovement
of Italian cities, These leaflets, frozen oand deprived of the

s;p 9f life before they chrJrcach moturity, optly depict the

dead bpby, though in context they are subsumed into the persono-

lity of the mourner. We witness here a kind of double merging,

the leaflets providing the ro‘ponding Thou of the lost child to

the poet's I,

The mysic doopogs and, vith n;unting tension, the theme of
the forest fire is introduced. The spork of Liberty hos been
tranp{’d out by ti;;nny in Paduo, os it has been in other cities

of Italy., Just so does the Norwegion woodman extinguish the
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~——

spark "in the depth of piny dells”. But the spark monoges to
- ' a

rekindle flomes which shake the boundless forest ond tear
the mighty trunks, The frozen leaflets, imoge of personal
sorrow, modulate into the-maojestic violence of :ociol.upheoval.

Here the simile's tenor and vehicle meet so closely o3 to

become an entity. There is the foirly conventional trampling
) o, ‘

immediately followed by

T
of the spork of freddom by tyrrany,

A

the direct image of the unquenched $pork cousing o mighty
, ¥

e

forest fire. Trees form guidepos in this poem, for having

progressed from tiny leaflets burning giontsw—thoy lead us

to the serenity of "vindless bowers” wvhich the poet hoges to
\

build for himself and those he loves, in o sheltered dell,

within sound of "old forests™, uhon’love and brotherhood have

finolly.provoilod. ? : 2 ]

The merging proco:s:goﬁonot olmost perfect in Ode to

>~ Noples. Those outumnal ledves sounding like iight footfolls
of spirits on the streets of Pompey hove the quality of the

K
midnight flames flitting over the Emperor's povement in o

Yeotsion Byzantium--ao quality vhich unifies-poet, recder ond
vehicle of thought into a union of olmost unbearable totality;
only another poet, in on equolly inspired moment, could re-vord

thil'offcct and :&cn then his effort would be rodondontd We

- myust occept, ond with humility, the final statement of Ahis




>

first Epode: - ' -

The wreaths of stony myrtle, ivy and pine, )
Like wvinter leaves o'ergrown by moulded snow,
Seemed not only to move aond grow , . :
Because the crystal-silence of the air '
Weighed on their life; even as the Power divine,
Which then lulled all things, weighed upon mine.
: (lines .17-22)

The stony froagments of trees, their wvhite morble reminis-

T v

cent of the "moulding” of winter snow upon thes, remnants of
{ <

dead sculptors® art in o dead city, so ;uift{y follbuing-in the
spirit footsteps of wind-driven autumn leaves move and grow

‘indeed, in hormony and unison with the poet's life controlled,

os‘is tpo;poot by the "Power divine”. Yet, being made .of stone,’

b
they must partake of the quolity of weight: but this quality

is divine, There is o startled recognition in this incredibly
becutiful moment, between the ego of the poet--and with him the

reader--and the Thou of the tree--follen leof, l:ulptug:a form,

- snowy branch, deoth, life and growth--and God.

Th{ Triu‘gh of Life is seen bf.Bloo- os the complete

deniol of the I-Thou relationship. He sees it os o "song of
o;perioncc" in which the I confronts the unrotpon&ing.IT.14,

. L ’ [
And, in the light of the Inferno-like sequence of images,

M81oom, Shelley's Mythmaking, p. 144.

-

& N
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re-inforced by the story within the story os told by Rousseoau,

e

>

there- is no hope in o world vhere "God” made irreconcilable /

~

Good and the means of good;" (Yine 2305:"0ne is forced to agree
with Bloom thot there con be no comfort of true relotionship in

the poem os o whole, Yet there is o frogmented merging of

human entity and noture-imoge which runs against the general

1
{

theme, Strangely enough, it is not the protogonist who meets a

univer¥ol spirit, but the secondary figure, the Virgil-like
- h
guidg, Rousseou, ‘Yet the impact of 'this union is such thot

its importonce to the poet's own experience must be ockrnowledged.
The guide ond the Donte figure merge here: whaot tronsfbormed

the guide has algo transmuted the soul of the poet, The poet

hos his vision, os he rests ond dreoms:

b
« « » beneath the hoory stem

Which an old chestnut flung athwort the steep
Of o green Apennine; . . . (lines 24.6)
The locole of his dream is o great, public highway. Signifi-
contly enough, the hurrying multitudes are likened to leaves,
fl}ing through the sky, The season is summer, but the leaves
N L)

belong to 'lunncr'l‘bict", that is, autuan., We shall meet them

again, in Ode to the West Wind, o recurring symbol of Shelley's

briniing together o feeling of human crowds, flight and death.
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There is freshness ond there are cool fountains in this world,

presumably beside the highway, But the people, soﬁ:/:f whom '

-

tread on Qormq and move towords their tombs, do not heed
b PR ) s /
Fountoins whose melodious dew
Out of their mossy cell forever burst,
” Nor felt the breeze which from the forest told.
*, (lines 68:70)

. .
In this world, there is little scope for humons to confront

noture in o direct relationship, for, lost in their oimless

v -

rush, they ore not oware of itf existence, and the ﬂovorurchiﬂg“

elms”, signifying fertile life ore left unheeded. The close-
) \ . i

ness of relaotionship, indeed of totol union, is only vouch-
sofed the seer, the wise guide, and it is the closeness of

. o
B death, It is‘gerfecﬁly fitting then, thot Rousseau should

emerge literally from the root of o tree, presumobly the old

chestnut tree of the poet's resting ploce ond npp;or os a kind
o

of emonation of noture: , . .

Thot whot I thought was on old root which grew
To strange dostorion out of the hill side
Wos indeed one of those deluded crew.

And that the grass, which methought hung so wide
And white, was but his thin discoloured hoir, i
And that the holes he vainly sought to hide

Were, or had besn eyes: . . . (lines 18é-72 K
No «ondor,*Rouiseou‘l first vord.it““Lifo". It ii, of course,
- ‘AI‘ Ky
I3 , »
used negatively, for it onswvers the poet's desperote question:




-
L)

"Is oll here amiss?”  Nevertheless, Rousseou, o strangely
distorted Dryod-figure, stonds for life and understaonds its

vitimote meaning. Unfortunotely, he is never allowed to
7

.-

divulge the secret. ~ ~

Rousseou may 'be permitted the kind of union which, os the

poset knows,is impossible. This con be vouchsafed a spirit
- figure, imbued with the rodiance of o Virgil and the aura of

his own thought, the seminal power of which was certoinly
~— ..
deeply felt by the poet. When, in Ode to the West Wind, the
@ .
union is sought with all the impact of utmost striving, it

must, of course, be sought in vain, a-

Oh! lift me o8 0 wove, 0 leaf, a cloud!
.1 foll vpon tho‘thorts of life!: I blpcd.

rs hos chained and bowed

A hsovy wveight of h
%%éuolcns, and swift ond ptoud.

One too like thees:
a

Y *
]

] . . . ]
The uvnion is sought both with the greot pover of,t}e West Wind,

here ossuming the some role of o Spiritus Mundi os has been

.given the mountain in Mont Blanc, and with the naturol object

portoking of the swiftness ond pover of its motion--the leaf,
the vave and the cloua--frognontl.of ecrth, water ond oir,
Dead leaves, yellow, block, pole and “hectic” rcd,'roiiniicgnt

of both diath,ﬂf.vorith diseose ond the various hues of huwman .

Y
-

°
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will form the sepulchre of those "winged seeds™ which the some

e

. C LAY

- ¢

races, represent mankind, aos they did in the Triumph, They

4

power carries to their "wintry bed". The seeds, too, may be
seen as tree fragments--and to onyone reored in tempernte

climotes they vividly recall maple seeds, equiped with twp

-

A v " *
. lorge wings and seen sprouting so brovely from soggy lawns as

¥ \ kW
soon as the snow has disappeored. It seems thot this northern
image obtruded itsélf on the mind of Shelley, os he composed

the poem, steeped though it is in the sun ond winds of Itoly, // N

n ény case, the death-life image, conjured by the leaves-seeds

|
’

continuum, becomes a whole ,tree in the following stanzas:
4 a- .
" Thou on wvhose streoms, ‘mid the steep sky's commotion,
Loose clouds like earth's decoying leaves are shed,
Shook from the tangled boughs of Heaven and Oceon

Angels of roin aond lightining; there ore spreod
. On the blue surface of thine airy surge, s
Like the bright air vplifted from the heod

N !

of icue.fiarce Maenod., , . . "t

It is o stronge tree, qrouing:botyccghﬁenvqn\ynd earth, its

tangled boughs half streaks of lightining, holf spurts of

rain, its leaves undistinguwishoble from clouds and idéntified
» . 4 \ " . -

ISR Al

To enhance gril vniversolity, tree-

with the hoir of o Maenad.

L N 1
) M\ - , _ .
like growths\i;**ha seo of ”ooz;‘woodc' mirror the rhythm of

notur§1 mutobility on earth, 'In o gro;t culmination of oll
3] ' v

r
Y
t !

- f‘ ‘a,
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Romantic imoges in which the Eolian lyre stood for the poetic

sovl--the instrument ployed upon by the creative universol

]

pover--the forest here becomes one with the lyre, each tree o
string producing ultimate hormony: with this ‘overwhelming

vision the poet wishes to merge and unite, and no sacrifice is

om

[

too great to-ochieve o finol consummotion. Even death is

acceptable, as it is part of this .eternal sharing:

' ! ? AT

Moke me thy lyre, even as the forlst is: y
e tht if my leoves ore folling like its own!

Even though the “"deep outumnal tone, sweet though in
sadness” becomes the dirge over o poet's graove, his "deod

thoughts™, may seem like vithered leoves, but dry leaves burn

o SO

"eosily and way spork fla;ol.v They con also fcod the eorth to “-
quicken the iifo in the "winged seeds” whicﬁ they shelter. Yet °
the poet himself, hoving sent his thoughts on their trinnphunt
journey must foll boc& bloodin; upon {hg thorns of life, for

to the living I o complete merger with the Thou &f elemental

things is i&polsiblc} Why this is so is oxploinc&“in thot

: .3
.seemingly goy ond fonciful poem, the Witch of Atlos.

' There we find the. soddest ond the final statement, This

poes, with its overall tone of joy, ‘since its protogonist is a ﬁm\

W
» )

being to vhom nothing is impossible aond whose oﬁoroﬁéons ore



N
benevolent, yet sounds a note of withdrawal. The vitimate has

-

been réocheq ond man can go no further than Shelley hos gone’

<

‘in-ilet us say--the fragment from the Ode to Naples, or in the

-total eedicotiqnuof the Ode to the West Wind. As seen by

Bloom, the Witch's birthploce and initial obode is situoted in

. c
"Blake's feminine threefold Beulah stote not yet become the

upper creative paradise, the fourfold Edqn."15 The one tree

-

met, so to speok, in persan in this. retreat comel’struight from
' *

the Italian landscape :u}rounding Shelley ot the time of the

writing: it is the cypress, seen on o starless night, with o

firefly blooming omidst its boughs.” The cypress 'is trodi- l

ie
e

tionally.a sorrowful tree, and sorrowful are the Homadryads

who,‘with their sisters, the Naiods and Oreads offer the Witch

¢

companionship. They are refused:

"This may not be,”: the wizord moid replied.

v The solid oaks forget their strength ond strew
Thoxr latest TeoR upon the mountuins wide,

16

) (scene 23)

(3
-

The explonation does not c;en require Préfcsqotlaloon'u indico-

tion on how-to compute the age of Nymphs, They are, in\Grook

158130-, Shelley's Mythmaking, p. 189.

16Pcrcy Bysshe Shelley, “Thosﬂggch of Atlo: ¢ Lzr;cs and
- Shortor Poems .
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mythology, very 1ong-1ivod, yct'ibrtol bciﬁgt, their mortality
partoking from thaot of the world they inhobit: Oceans will
disappear, eventuolly, os will ;nd already have fountoins,
Trees coito;nly die, though immecsyrably later thon man.
Mutability is the fote of the ook tree nymphs. With Buber, we
vill got, in-Shelley's poetry, seporote the components of the
Thou: ("I see no dryad, only o tree"). The Witch herself may

soor on in her little boat aond create for herself a hoven obove

the clouvds (oand hov remorkebly stanza XLIX with its solid vapours

A Y
~»

ond dreadful crags of cloud, foretell the visto fomilior to
any traveller in a jet plone!)

But shohvill be alone. What can love, must also die. The
Witch, seen by some scholors as Poesy or Poetic l-oginytioﬁ,
may live dn, but not the poet wvhom deoth avaits too. The true
Thou's of living and dying Nature must ultimately deport ond.
oll relotionship must olwoys look to its end. We grow o rose
bush and, doy Ly doy, we wotch o bud unfold into o perfect
bloom. We look ot . it, we inhale its scent, ve lightly touch'
the vcivoty petals and we stand back in sadness, vith the unasked
qgostion: .'on; nov vhaot?™ Shelley's Witch must create for

herself a spurious companion, the Hermophrodite, who Eon do

nothing but be beautiful, sleep or do her bidding--to offset




? .

this trogic helplessness; Shelley hinself aust, os most humans

do, foll back and bleed uvpon the thorns /of li fe; having granted

him o glimpse of relbtionship the tree-dryod entity wmust,

’

vltimately, depart.




CHAP}ER A

THE DISINTERESTED 'SACRIFIGE

A

of ufl the pO?tI under discussion in this study, Keots and

his works best illumine cour title. The very odjéc;ive “"leafy”
~ ~
echoes the eorly Koois\uho vas not obove such epithets os
“skyey"--in the uon;:;\Bf Hunt, the mentor of his fled?lihg‘
days, Hof. signifi?ontly, the ngtioﬁ of porodox to#gg us beyond
y .

this experimental stoge: the not much oldcr,tbut fﬁf more
mature poet of the Odes onavthc ng;rion poems, ochieves o
union of disporates ond a fusion of opposing modes of ;hought\
and vision, unrivalled by his predcco‘;oru and contenporor}e:.

Much has been mode of Keots's oc::uolity: Madeline's gos-
tronomic feast, the prelude to a v;ry concrete, olbeit drounlike;

seduction scene, oppears with unfailing regulority whenever

Thova. of S¢t, éggcs/-oo}l the criticol eye. Lionel Trilling

quite correctly mokes o specific point of Keots*s open and
unashomed oppreciation of the plecsures of ootin9.1 There is °

little doubt that tho'?o-t't/attitudo to women was os healthily

.
v ppppea—

1Lionul Tritling, ﬂLbc Poet 08 0 Hero", Qriticl on Keats:
Reodings in Literory Criticism, ed. Judith O°'Neill (Coral Gables,
Florida: University of Miaosi Press, 1968), p. 17.

17




.
\ P '
7o

125

concupiscent as that of any vigorous young mon in his twenties.
: v S —

Alos, that his views of the lpirituolit9 and intelligence of

women fall so for skort of his appreciation of their physic&?
allure. Yet, even his savage (ond--probably, in th; context, of
thé }ri, justified) qve:;ién to "blue stockings” vndergoes the
porodoxicol‘chong; iq tune with the ottitude we have made the
objec£ of our scrutiny: “mowkish"™ Iscbello and "hoodwinked"
Modeline--both ladies noéoble for tbo sincerity of their affec-
tlons, if not for the power of’their'und.rctondi;g, modulate, as
do tho perpetual sex objects in the guise of pursved nyuphs‘;nd
sorrowing Indian noideg:, to the visd;n of Theo ond Moneta ond

’

to the Avtumn figure—-pke;uaobly femole, potiently ond -otugcly

i

owaiting the lost oozings of the press of life, These specule-

tions moy oppeor to be toking us oway from the object of the

" present study, yet they serve to support our contention that ,

Keats, thot most concretely Bensuous of poets is clso the one’ o
capoble of utter detochment; he is able to cssume on attitude

in which the subject-entity con be vr{tton~out, as it were, ond -
the object of contemplation assumes the spiritual, often votic,
ottributes of the poetic mind. In this, as Arnold, supported by

an os;cnting chorus of critic’ h;s stoted, "hé is with Shokes-

-




peore” ., .
¥
We hove observed, when studying the work of Shelley, ¢

126

fretful and feverish stroining ond striving for on unottainable '

union ‘botvun the contemplated "Thou" ond the poetic "I",
precisely the "irritolble t{gﬁhing out”™ wvhich worried Keots in
his oppra\i:nl of his con‘t--poro’riﬂ.a We shall now observe
something resembling ¢ union, attoined by the obliterotion aof
- the questing self; there seens to be o willing u.lcrifice of the
uclfﬂcnd o totel imbuing ‘of the contemploted object with o
spirituolity only attoined by such o self-immolotion; ;et,
poradoxicelly, the poetic self survives in and through the
object, “Negative ccpobility';, os invoked in the letter éuoted
obove, is Keats's recipe for ‘thil. seeming mirocle. A combinag-
tion of movement ond stosis, os most vividly shown in The Ode

by

to o Grecion Urn, the deft  ond spontaneous use of synoesthesia,

are only two palpable sethods vsed; ond the word "polpoble”

.

%

2Hotthou Arnold, "John Keats™, Essays in Criticism:
Second Series (London: MocMillon and Co. Ltd., 1954), p. 71.

3Jol'm Keots, "Letter to George ond Thomas Keats, 21, 27(?)
December 1817", Selected Poems and Lettérs, ed, Douglos Bush
(Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co., Riverside Editions, 1959),

p. 261,




here must be seen in terms of Archibold MoclLeash's stotement

-

on Ars Poetico: :Pp poem 3t be polpo@lo ond mute"™

This jmmediacy of the impact of words and images which

! .
mokes for "palpobility" in this sense can only be ottained vhen,
“ .

what is loosely termed "style”, ond the thematic core are
inextricobly fused, A, W, Jockson Bate observes:

« « o the assigned purpose of this essay is to concen-
trote briefly on the. stylistic character of Keats's
poetry, Hard put to comportmentolize in this way, 1
should be forced to resort to the term "honesty”,
Certoinly this is what now appecls to us most when
we think in terms of Keots as g whole, esp