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ABSTRACT

This thesis explores the contribution of the regional Indian, Metis and
Inuit newspapers to the development of an alternative political public sphere for
Aboriginal peoples in Canada. It argues that although the development of the
newspapers was an important aspect of the political and cultural development,
these newspapers were, to use Habermas' terminology, "feudalized” by the politi-
cal organizations that created them, the Canadian state that funded them and
the marketplace that determines their fate today. Using Jurgen Habermas'
concept of the public sphere, this thesis considers the contribution that these
publications made to the process of public opinion at the regional and national
levels in Canada. It concludes that the regional newspapers did contribute to the
national Aboriginal public sphere, but that state policies and financial exigencies
limited their contribution and prevented them from realizing their full potential in

the lives of Aboriginal Canadians.
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CHAPTERI

INTRODUCTION

Toward a Critique of Histories of the Mass Media
As communications scholars interested in the history of media have

observed:

[Plress histories are dominated by considerations of white,
middle-class interests that tend to support the impression of a
homogenous press, engaged in economic battles while
ideologically united behind a specific notion of democracy.
There has been little effort to correct this impression by
recalling the cultural and political struggle in which numerous
"alternative" publications and journalists expressed their
commitment to different, if not oppositional, ideas about
democracy (Hardt,1990: 350).

This observation is grounded in Hanno Hardt's research regarding the place (or
lack of place) of newsworkers in journalism history; it is also true of Aboriginal
journalism in Canada, which has been almost completely ignored by Canadian
communications scholars. As Hardt points out, the general lack of interest in
minority or alternative journalism is reflected in textbooks about media in society
which provide:

description and media statistics that lack historical grounding

and, ultimately, result in the fragmentation of knowledge and

the confusion of factual reporting with critical interpretation.

These developments illustrate the continuing need for

competing or oppositional interpretations of journalism history,
based on gender or ethnicity (Hardt, 1990: 358).



In his study of freedom of expression in traditional Native American societies,
Bruce E. Johansen suggests:

we need to look at communication not only as an

interdisciplinary field, but also as a multicultural one. ltis a

suggestion that seeks not to replace one tradition with

another, but one which seeks to complement existing

knowledge with new viewpoints and interpretations, so that

we may gain a more complete understanding of historical

forces at work during any given time, in any given place

(Johansen, 1991: 67).
The ldea of the Public Sphere

Michael Schudson calls Jurgen Habermas' public sphere "the single most

important model available for placing the media in a larger framework of modern
world history" (Schudson, 1991: 184).  Since Habermas' model of the public
sphere provides the theoretical framework for this thesis, Chapter |l presents a

discussion of the published version of his postdoctoral dissertation Structural

Transformation of the Public Sphere: An Inquiry into a Category of Bourgeois

Society (1962 / 1989), a study of the rise and decline of bourgeois public
spheres in England, France and Germany. It also refers to subsequent articles
(1974; 1992) that continue his discussion and reflection on the public sphere.
For Habermas, "A portion of the public sphere is constituted in every conversa-
tion in which private persons come together to form a public” (Habermas, 1989:

231). Thus, the existence of the public sphere is not an issue; rather, the



matters of the form, membership, institutions and characteristics of the public

sphere are central issues.

In the Structural Transformation, Habermas described the development

of sites at which the elite from the rising middle class (all white, propertied men)
discussed ways that they could work together to influence the authorities to
protect and enhance their business and social interests. An important determin-
ing factor in their interaction was that these men had enough in common that
they were able to develop common positions, which Habermas referred to collec-
tively as public opinion--legitimate positions that could be used to influence those
who still exercised political, social and economic power.

Although Habermas' notion of the public sphere remains problematic,
especially for feminists (see Fraser, 1993 and McLaughlin, 1993b for examples)
and also for historians who find Habermas' account to be simplistic (see Landes,
1988 for example), his discussion is an example of a history of communication
that "considers the relationship of the media to cultural, political, economic, or
social history and addresses the question: how do changes in communication
influence and how are they influenced by other aspects of social change?"
(Schudson, 1991: 177). Like the macro-histories of Innis (1951; 1972) and
McLuhan (1964), Habermas explored how communication media affect people;
however, Habermas' approach to communication inquiry led him to focus on

historically situated places and to ask "how media constitute and are constituted



by the self, the experience of time and space, the notion of the public, the
concept and experience of politics and society, and the language through which
people understand and experience any part of the world" (Schudson, 1991: 181).
His intellectual heritage is clearly rooted in the work of the Frankfurt School; thus,
his theoretical position and his approach to social science methodology reflect
the positions of Adorno and Horkheimer, as well as incorporating aspects of "the
pragmatist and hermeneutical heritage" (Holub, 1991: 30). Habermas saw
theories as 'ordering schema' and believed that methodologically, the social
science researcher had to understand their own position in relation to the object
of their research to understand more completely the hermeneutical relationship
involved in intuiting the presuppositions of knowledge that are rooted in, and
used to inquire into, the objects of social science research.

Habermas' theoretical and methodological approaches as a social science
researcher are explored in detail below and are reflected in the assessment of
the history of the role of the Aboriginal print media in the emergence of an

Aboriginal public sphere in Canada that follows.

Research Question

In a variety of disciplines, from history and political science to cultural and
communication studies, the role and processes of public discourse are central

issues. The public sphere, both as a theoretical model and as an historically



situated institution, is important to these discussions. According to Jurgen

Habermas:

If we are successful in gaining a [sic] historical understanding

of the structures of this complex that... we subsume under the

heading 'public sphere,' we can hope to attain thereby ...a

systematic comprehension of our own society from the

perspective of one of its central categories” (Habermas, 1989:

5).
Nancy Fraser (1993) and others also believe that the "idea of the public sphere
is indispensable to critical social theory" and that it can provide "a category
capable of theorizing the limits of actually existing democracy" (Fraser, 1993: 3).
The value of the public sphere as a theoretical tool for evaluating the democratic
operation of societies is suggested by the fact that:

the idea of the public sphere has been vigorously examined in

an impressive international body of literature, much of which

seeks to situate Habermas' approach in the contemporary

geopolitical context (Raboy, 1994: 304).
This literature includes studies of revolutionary France (Landes, 1988; Baker,
1992), seventeenth-century England (Zaret, 1992), colonial America (Schudson,
1992), the role of women in various public spheres (Ryan, 1992; Landes, 1988),
the Black public sphere (Dawson, 1994), the European public sphere (Venturelli,
1993; Servaes, 1992) and the international public sphere (Hallin and Mancine,
1991). These examples of the operation of historically situated public spheres

expand the model developed by Habermas and shed light on key issues, includ-

ing the variety in the formation and operation of public spheres and the



relationships between public spheres. All of these studies bear witness to the
versatility of the model of the public sphere and its capacity to aid in understand-
ing the role of public discourse in democratic societies.

Although the model of the public sphere is used to evaluate the operation
of democracy in a great variety of historical and contemporary settings, it is yet to
be used as a theoretical tool for examining the discursive arenas in Aboriginal
societies. This thesis performs such an examination. In order to provide an
historical and cultural background for the discussion of the Indian, Metis and Inuit
newspapers, this thesis presents a discussion of the operation and the decline
of the "traditional" (a term which, in this context, denotes preliterate) Aboriginal
public spheres. It then provides a brief history of the rise of modern (which, in
this thesis, is taken to mean "mass mediated") Aboriginal public spheres includ-
ing the early regional and national political organizations that started to take
shape late in the 1800s, but which did not start to realize their full potential until
the 1960s. As this thesis argues, economic and political conditions required the
development of mass mediated public spheres, such as the Aboriginal newspa-
pers. This thesis attempts to provide answers to the following questions:

¢ What factors affect the development of the Aboriginal newspapers as sites

of discursive activity?



¢ What constitutes the historically situated characteristics of the newspapers

as public spheres, that emerge when Aboriginal people themselves
establish regional publications?

¢ What is the contribution of the newspapers produced by Indian, Metis and
Inuit political organizations and communications societies to the

development of a national Aboriginal public sphere?

These questions and others are answered through the development of an
historical account of the emergence of the newspapers, and an analysis of that
account that utilizes the concept of the public sphere to explore the role of the
newspapers as public spheres. The contribution of the newpapers to the
process of public opinion formation at the national level is also considered. This
thesis focuses on the decisions of the emergent political organizations to use
newspapers to provide their constituents with information and resources needed
for deliberation, as well as providing sites where discussion and debate regard-
ing issues of common concern take place. It provides a review of the various
government programs that supported the Aboriginal newspapers and makes
suggestions regarding the impact of government intervention on the operation of
the newspapers as political public spheres.

Although this thesis argues that the intervention of the Canadian state had

a negative impact on the capacity of the newspapers to contribute to the



politicization of the Aboriginal public sphere, it also explores the ways in which
the newspapers were useful as arenas where Aboriginal people were able to
discuss issues related to the activities of the state and to formulate public opinion
to influence the policies of the Canadian government that affected Aboriginal
people. As a normative ideal, the most important aspects of the public sphere
are its accessibility and participatory parity within the discursive arenas (Fraser,
1993). However, historians and critics have argued that in actually existing
democracies, social, economic, cultural and political conditions limit the realiza-
tion of normative ideal of the public sphere. This thesis situates the Aboriginal
public sphere in its historical context and provides an analysis that brings to light

its unique characteristics.

Parameters of the Research Project
This thesis provides an account of the publications that were produced by

Indian, Metis and Inuit organizations and societies in Canada. From the late
1800s, when Indian people were moved onto reserves and economic and politi-
cal conditions restricted the movement of Aboriginal people, there was evidently
little communication among Aboriginal communities at the regional or national
levels. My research uncovered very limited use of the print media by Aboriginal
people prior to the first World War, other than the surviving records, publications

and correspondences of religious orders and federal government departments.



Although these religious and governmental communiqués are an interesting
subject of study, time and resources restrict this study to the publications that
were produced by Aboriginal peoples themselves. Nor does this thesis deal
with the Aboriginal broadcast undertakings which have been the subject of other
extensive studies (see Valaskakis, 1981; Roth, 1983 and 1994; Roth and Valas-
kakis, 1989 for the main examples).

Since | cannot read an Aboriginal language, | was not able to evaluate
directly the Aboriginal language content of the various newspapers. However,
this limitation did not prevent me from carrying out a detailed survey of each of

the newspapers included in this study: Wawatay News [1974 - 1996], Kinatuina-

mot llengajuk [1972 - 1993] and Tusaayaksat [1983 - 1996] are bilingual with

most content in their languages and English, the Native Voice [1946 - 1996],

Native People/Windspeaker [1968 - 1983 / 1983 - 1996], Kainai News [1968 -

1991], New Breed [1969 - 1996], Micmac News [1965 - 1992], the Native Press

[1971 - 1990] and Katou [1983 - 1996] were published almost completely in

English, and the Saskatchewan Indian [1970 - 1996], Cree Ajemoon [1976 -

1986] and Yukon Indian News/Dan Sha [1972 - 1974 / 1974 - 1989] contained

only occasional Native language editorials and advertising content.



Significance and Contribution

The role of the Aboriginal mass media in Canada has received limited
attention from scholars and, as pointed out earlier, the attention it has received
has been reserved almost entirely for northern broadcasting. The few articles
that have attempted to chronicle the history of the Aboriginal print media (see
Price, 1972; Raudsepp, 1986) have provided incomplete, even misleading,
pictures. This thesis presents a more comprehensive and detailed account of the
print media based on extensive library and archival research. It also introduces
the use of a critical theoretical framework--the model of the public sphere devel-
oped by Jurgen Habermas and utilized by a variety of post-Habermasian
scholars--as a critical tool for examining the contribution of Aboriginal print
media to the development and operation of an alternative Aboriginal public

sphere in Canada.

Subjectivity in the Research

A review of the literature on historical research raises the issue of the

central interpretive role of the researcher:

the empirical historial asks an open-ended question about
past events and answers it with selected facts which are
arranged in the form of an explanatory paradigm. These
questions and answers are fitted to each other by a complex
process of mutual adjustment (Fischer,1970: xv).

10



The researcher, of course, is responsible for the formulation of the question, the
selection and arrangement of facts within the explanatory paradigm, and the
decision-making about how the process of adjustment is carried out. Her biases,
preconceived ideas, goals and agendas--none of which can be factored out of
even the most scientifically designed research projects--have an impact upon the
interpretation of the researcher. In order to disclose some of these biases and
agendas, the subjectivity of the researcher insofar as it impacts on this thesis is
presented below:

I am a Canadian citizen of English-Irish ancestry, female and in my
mid-30s. My academic background includes an undergraduate degree in
Philosophy (1983), a post-graduate certificate in Indian Communication Arts
(1988) and an honours degree in Indian Studies (1994).

In 1986, having accepted a tutoring position at the Saskatchewan Indian
Federated College (SIFC), | also enrolled in the Indian Communication Arts
(INCA) program, an introductory program targeted for Indian people interested
in journalism and communications. After | completed the program two years
later, | was employed on a contract basis with various Saskatchewan govern-
ment departments (especially the Northern Affairs Secretariat) and on a

freelance basis with Native publications like the Saskatchewan Indian and

Windspeaker. In 1989, | was hired as a lecturer in the Indian Communication

Arts program; in 1993, | became the program co-ordinator, and in 1994, became

11



an assistant professor. In the course of my work in the INCA program, | became
involved with the National Aboriginal Communications Society (NACS), an
organization created in 1986 to co-ordinate the lobbying and other efforts of the
twenty-one regional Native Communications Societies funded under two Depart-
ment of the Secretary of State (DSOS) programs: the Native Communications
Program (NCP), which supported newspapers and trail radio from the early
1970s until 1990, and the Northern Native Broadcast Access Program (NNBAP)
that was created in 1983 and still provides support to Aboriginal broadcasters
today. | attended the NACS annual general meetings from 1990 until 1995 and
gleaned from these meetings opportunities to assess the training and human
resource needs of the Aboriginal print and broadcast organizations. | also
collected information from these meetings that | incorporated into revisions of
INCA program curricula. In the process of developing and delivering courses,
e.g. "History of Indian/Native Media," | realized that the Aboriginal print media
had received almost no attention from journalism historians; thus, i decided to
devote this thesis research to this subject with the intention of gathering histori-
cal data and developing an account which can be viewed as an important
element in the history of the democratic development and operation of Aboriginal
institutions in Canada. In 1994, | was granted a two-year education leave to

pursue graduate study and moved to Montreal to take courses in the communi-

12



cations programs at McGill and Concordia Universities. In 1995, | enrolled in the

MA (Media Studies) program at Concordia University.

Research Methodology

An important consideration in the formulation of my research question
was whether or not the operation of these newspapers as public spheres could
be evaluated, and how their contribution to the development of an Aboriginal
public sphere in Canada could be assessed. The answer proposed by this
researcher was to use Jurgen Habermas' model of the public sphere. As the
presentation and critique of Habermas' model of the public sphere illustrates, the
public sphere never exists in its ideal form; however, certain characteristics of
the public sphere are identifiable in actually existing democracies to greater and
lesser degrees. Habermas' characterization of the normative, or ideal, public
sphere is usable as a standard against which the Aboriginal public sphere is able
to be judged.

Another consideration continues to be the methodological difficulty, if not
impossibility, of evaluating the specific and unique impact of the print media on
the development of the Aboriginal public sphere. Public spheres, as discursive
arenas, are facilitated and sustained by a wide variety of communicative actions
and media: meetings, social and cultural gatherings, libraries and research

centres, universities, coffee shops, radio talk shows, television programs,

13



broadcast networks and newspapers are all sites of discourse that contribute to
the constitution of a public sphere and are sites where the formation of public
opinion takes place. Thus, the print media must be understood as one in a
complex matrix of many institutions that facilitate public opinion formation.
Although it is impossible to determine with quantitative exactness the impact of
the mainstream media in helping Aboriginal people at the local and regional
levels to become aware of and engage in discussion at a national level, it can be
argued that the role of the mainstream media in the development of the Aborigi-
nal public sphere is minimal due to its limited usefulness, in terms of providing
relevant information or a discursive arena, for Aboriginal people (Demay, 1986).
The unique contribution of the Aboriginal print media is surmisable but is not able
to be established empirically. My goal is to document empirically grounded
observations regarding the contribution of the publications to an Aboriginal public
sphere, and situate those contributions within the wider complex of factors.

The most important contribution of my research is to relate the develop-
ment of the individual newspapers to the larger historical movement toward the
development of an Aboriginal public sphere in Canada. Although itis the nature
of historical research that the data base is always incomplete (Smith, 1989: 317),
my thesis provides an empirical study based on rigorous and systematic data
gathering of documentary and interview evidence related to the Aboriginal print

media movement in Canada in this century. From this empirical base, reliable

14



generalizations regarding the contribution of the print media to the development
of the Aboriginal public sphere are postulated.

The historical research for this thesis was completed using documentary
evidence in the form of the regional newspapers that have been published by
Indian, Metis and Inuit political organizations and communications societies in
Canada. My decision to focus on these particular newspapers was based on my
need to select a manageable number of publications from among the hundreds
of reserve-based, organization-based and special interest publications that have
been produced for and by Aboriginal people since the mid-1800s in Canada. |
was particularly interested in those newspapers that had a regional scope and
discovered early in my research that the most influential of these newspapers
were funded under the Native Communications Program, Department of the
Secretary of State [1973 - 1990]. In the course of my research, it became clear
that these papers were not simply the creations of a federal government
program; rather, these papers had a history that could be traced back to the
political movements that gained strength in the early part of this century. Thus,
the decision was made to focus on the twelve newspapers that were funded
under the NCP--to discover their political roots and their commercial viability, and
more importantly, to assess their contribution as arenas of public discourse to

the national Aboriginal public sphere in Canada.
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Of critical importance to my reseach for this thesis was the availability of
the newspapers. They were all available in the form of text and microform
copies of the newspapers at the National Library of Canada.! The existence of
the newspapers as well as their contents provide the physical evidence that
contributed the basis of this history.

Since almost all of the selected publications were funded indirectly or
directly by the federal government, the federal documents regarding policies and
programs related to Aboriginal communication were reviewed. Prior to 1973,
most of the support to the publications was provided indirectly--that is, as part of
the financial packages that were being provided to the regional political
organizations--and through ad hoc funding formulae from various government
departments and agencies. In 1973, the Native Communications Program
(NCP) was created, and funding was provided directly to the Native Communica-
tions Societies for the publication of newspapers and other communications
projects. However, this funding was contingent on adherence to strict guidelines
regarding what kind of organizations would be involved, as well as stipulating the
nature of the relationships between those organizations and the Indian, Metis
and Inuit political bodies, and the requirement that the organizations undertake

to develop their commercial bases. Evaluations that were administered for the

1 Under the National Library Act, publishers are required to deposit two copies
of each issue of a serial publication, and my preliminary review of the library
holdings revealed that most of the newspapers that | needed were available at
the National Library of Canada in Ottawa.

16



Secretary of State (DSOS), the department that was responsible for administer-
ing the NCP, as well as editorials in the newspapers themselves, provided
insights into how federal policies affected the ability of the editors and publishers
to develop and implement their own goals and agendas. These policies also
directly affected their capacity to respond to the information needs, and to
provide an accessible discursive arena where Aboriginal people could publicly

deliberate issues of common concern.

Limitations of the Methodology

The information culled from government documents and from surveys
carried out by the newspapers themselves was helpful for documenting the
historical development of the newspapers. However, these methods did not
allow a direct evaluation of the actual news information and opinion-editorial
discussions that took place in the newspapers, since a content analysis or a
discourse analysis was not performed. However, the methodology selected for
this thesis was useful for determining in very broad terms who was participating
directly in these discursive arenas-- by writing the articles, submitting letters to
the editors, and contributing editorials and commentaries. This methodology,
however, did not necessarily contribute to a good understanding of who was not
participating. For example, in some traditional meetings, an individual could

indicate that they did not support a proposal or a position by leaving the meeting
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at which it was being discussed. To draw the parallel to the newspapers, one
would have to be in a position to evaluate who was not engaging in the discus-
sions in the pages of the papers as a statement of dissent. This points to the
more general limitation of the method that it gives no indication how the newspa-
pers were actually received and used. The only information on this subject was
available through some very limited surveys, the "results" of which are referred to
later in this thesis. Thus, many of the conclusions reached in this thesis were
deduced by inference and remained only likely explanations of the phenomena

being considered.

Review of the Literature and Documentary Sources

There is a vast body of literature related to the political, social, cultural and
economic history of Aboriginal Canadians (selective references: Adams, 1989;
Boldt, 1993; Cardinal, 1977; Dyck, 1991), but only a fraction of these articles,
chapters and books address communication and communication history. The
body of literature about the Aboriginal political organizations, while seldom refer-
ring specifically to the use of newspapers (Frideres, 1988 is the exception),
provides accounts of the development of the political organizations that estab-

lished most of the publications that are included in this thesis (Cardinal, 1991,

Cuthand, 1991; Titley, 1984).
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James Axtell (1987) identifies the first European description of the Indians
reaction to the printed word and explains the Indians' reverence for writing and
literacy in relation to the oral cultures and shamanic religions of the people of the
eastern woodlands. He reviews the strategies of missionaries that led to the
translation of religious material into the languages of the Indians and Inuit, and
the teaching of reading and writing. Gail Guthrie Valaskakis considers the
impact of the shift from orality to literacy (Valaskakis, 1981), a shift described in
Harold Innis' macro-historical model (1951; 1972) and developed and explained
by many others (Beale, 1988; Crowley, 1981; Heyer, 1981, Carey, 1875b).
Bruce E. Johansen (1991) reviews the operation of public opinion in Indian
societies before contact and in the early period of contact with Europeans and
evaluates "the ways in which native societies utilized freedom of expression to
forge political consensus and preserve individual liberty" (Johansen, 1991: 48).
Freedom of expression is also guaranteed by explicit discourse in a number of
modern Native American constitutions, e.g., the Cherokee, Choctaw, Chickasaw
and Muskogee tribes in the United States (Smith, 1991), and in the constitution
of the Nishnawbe-Aski Nation in Ontario (Kidd, 1990). This literature provides a
link between the traditional political practices of Aboriginal peoples, and the
concept of the public sphere.

There is a small selection of studies regarding the portrayal of Native

people in non-Native newspapers. One surveys a large Canadian daily in the
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early 1970s (Singer, 1991); another provides the resuits of a study of the

portrayal of Native Canadians in the English-language Montreal Gazette in the
period leading up to and during the "Oka Crisis" in the summer of 1990 (Grenier,
1994). Subsequently, a number of more specialized studies deal specifically
with the portrayal of Native women (Green, 1976, 1988; Jaimes, 1993; Valas-
kakis, 1995) and with use of Native names and iconography in non-Native
settings like mainstream sporting events (Jensen, 1994).

Studies of Native print media focusing on publications that are not

addressed in my thesis include an organizational study of Toronto Native Times
between 1968 and 1981, which focuses on the operating environment and
organizational structure of that periodical, with the goal of providing information
useful for policy makers (Riggins, 1983). An interesting study of the state
supported indigenous print media in Siberia through the rise and fall of the
Communist Party evaluates the success of these publications in spreading liter-
acy, awakening the Native consciousness, and advancing Native culture and
language (Yakimov and Morrison, 1995). In the United States, the work of
James Emmett and Sharon Murphy (1981) surveys the history of American
Indian Journalism from 1828 to 1978 and a related article provides a summary of

the development of Native American newspapers since the Cherokee Phoenix

was first published in 1828 (Murphy, 1983). Another very interesting study of the

Native print media in America is a study of the Tundra Times newspaper
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produced in Alaska starting in 1962, which situates this Native publication in the
struggle to create "a unified front in the struggle for sovereignty" (Daley, 1986:

10). This study focuses on the role of Aboriginal newspapers in providing a site

for public debate, and gives a positive evaluation of the Tundra Times in terms of
achieving its goal of creating a region-wide Native opinion to counter the monop-
oly on public knowledge exercised by the mainstream newspapers (Daley,
1986).

In an article that incorporates a discussion of the epistemology and
hermeneutics of Aboriginal people, Thomas Cooper presents the results of his
very interesting ethnographic study that explores the "customs and ethical rules”
of Canadian Shuswap communication, with the goal of searching for a communi-
cation ethic that reflects "both our common universal tendencies and our cultural
differences" (Cooper, 1994: 327). This article expands the boundaries of critical
studies and provides insights into the traditional Shuswap understanding of
stories as "property" over which individuals and families own specific rights. It
offers a unique perspective and a critique of the overall gaze of western journal-
ists and communications scholars.

More closely related to my thesis project are a variety of articles that deal
with media use and the historical development of the Native media in Canada.

In 1972, J.A. Price published an article called "US and Canadian Indian Periodi-

cals" which provides a survey and analysis of various publications. Although he
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reports some interesting and important findings, his analysis of the Canadian
scene is rather simplistic. A similar survey of publications was carried out by
Enn Raudsepp and published in 1986. His research was limited to data provided
by the Department of Indian Affairs and mail surveys. Based on 72 question-
naires mailed to publications, some of which "had only spurious claims to be
‘Native’ publications" (Raudsepp, 1986: 71), and only 37 of which were returned,
he paints a rather dismal picture of the Native publishing scene in the early
1980s. This picture, | would argue, is based on insufficient information to make
his sweeping claims about the state of Native print media.

In Ethnic Minority Media: An International Perspective, editor Stephen

Riggins includes a chapter describing his own research project that uses
discourse analysis to determine whether articles about environmental issues in
Native papers reflect a Western or a Native understanding of humans’ relation to
the environment (Riggins, 1992c). This article, however, is subject to a serious
critique for leaping "from data to theory with insufficient logic" (Alia, 1994: 245).
It reflects an understanding of tradition that Alia calls "nostalgic" and of assimila-
tion that is ethnocentric. For example, all survival-related activities, like employ-
ment in a Western economy, are treated as assimilationist strategies. Research
such as Riggins' could have important implications for my project, suggesting
that the existence of Native papers is not sufficient for the development of a

public sphere, and that the ideology and discourse of the papers are as
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