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SpokenWeb project
e Research on the scholarly process

e Close listening

e Features that facilitate close
listening




Spoken Web
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Broadcastr Audio hostingand  "Broadcastris an app for iPhone and Android that creates intimate and immersive  jarod
distribution experiences by Uniocking pictures and audio relevantto where you are. ittums your
Mobile recording apps ?girr\:;one into @ multimedia guide to the world, and everyane can contribute.

Drupal Drupal is open source software maintained and developed by a community of
630,000+ users and developers... Drupal project’s principles encourage modularity,
standards, collaboration, ease-of-use, and more” (source)

Joomla “Joomla Is an award-winning eontent management system (CMS), which enables
YOU 10 build Web sites and powerful anline applications. Many aspects, including its
ease-ol-use and extensibility, have made Joomia the most popular Web site software
available.” (source)

‘Omeka s a free, flexible, and open source web-publishing platiorm for the display of jared
library, museum, archives, and scholarly collections and exhibitions. lts five-minute
setup’ makes launching an online exhibition as easy as launching a blog... Omeka.
fallsata f Web Content Collections and
Archival Digital Collections Systems:” (source)



http://spokenweb.concordia.ca/digital-toolbox/

Scholarly Information Activities & Primitives
~ Palmer, Teffeau & Pirmann (2009)

Searching

Collecting

Reading

o Scanning

o Assessing

o Re-reading
o Note-taking

Writing

Collaborating




_ Towards close listening

i

Humanists “deeply engaged in source
material rely heavily on browsing,
collecting, rereading and notetaking.”

In an audio environment, reading and
rereading become listening and
relistening

The close reading done by humanists
expands to include what Charles
Bernstein calls “close listening,” a
practice of critical engagement with
sounded poems




- Poetry and Music Scholars: Affinities

e We can link some of the work of music scholars and literary critics

e Attentiveness to sounded poetry and sounded music; existence of a written
source and a sounded source; versions of works

e Awareness of performance practice
e Importance of rhythm, metre, prosody, phrasing

e Importance of language to both music and poetry




e Brown (2002) - Straddling the
humanities and social sciences: the
research process of music scholars

e Hunter (2006) — A new breed of
musicians: the information-seeking
needs and behaviors of composers
of electroacoustic music

e Liew (2006) — Beyond the notes: a
qualitative study of the information-
seeking behavior of
ethnomusicologists




Previous Work: multimodality of learning &
_visual features that enhance listening
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Looking at archival sound: Enhancing the listening
experience in a spoken word archive

Annie Murray, Jared Wiercinski

Abstract

What helps researchers listen in deep and engaged ways to poetry that is delivered on the Web? This paper
considers how visual aspects of Web-based archives for poetry recordings can enhance the listening
experience for users by providing more context and clarification that can help users better understand and
use the recordings. Drawing from studies in a variety of disciplines that demonstrate that much of our
learning is multimodal, the SpokenWeb project in Montreal, Canada is using digitized live recordings of a
Montreal poetry reading series from 1965-1972 featuring performances by major North American poets to
investigate the features that will be the most conducive to scholarly engagement with recorded poetry
recitation and performance. Visual features such as tethering audio playback with a written transcript,
sound visualization and including videos and images are discussed as means to enhance the listening
experience in a digital spoken word archive,

Full Text: HTML



http://firstmonday.org/htbin/cgiwrap/bin/ojs/index.php/fm/article/view/3808/3197

What features might facilitate close

e Tethering audio-playback and written transcript
e Sound visualization
e Annotation

e Playback manipulation




Tethering audio-playback and
written transcript: Radiolab

1.A.: John's sitting in front of the TV and on comes-- Good evening. This is a special night for me. ﬁ
--the president--

1W.: Jimmy Carter Position of transcript playback

1.4, --making a speech about how our nation is in a d funk. Why have we not been able to
get together as a nation to resolve our serious energy pRgblem? The malaise speech. You know,
that, that infamous the country's in malaise. It's clear that’ true problems of our nation are
much deeper, deeper than gasoline lines or energy shortag eeper even than inflation or
recession. Now, as you know, I'm sure you remember, a lot oigeople would criticize Jimmy Carter
for making the speech because he's up there admitting flaws afd

Position of audio playback

I :-2 at 7,43 4 months ago
what's cool, is if you click behind the playhead, you c3n'get e falling text to bunch up & make cool de



http://hyper-audio.org/r/

Sound visualization: Soundcloud player
Hi Jared | Site Admin | Log out

Search |
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of the SGW Poetry Reading Seri
Home
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SGW Poetry Reading
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Audio Archives
16.16 / 61.53

I Introduction Transcript, Timestamps, Sources

About

Transcript

Annotation

00:00:00.00

Recording begins with live Indian music - Hare Krishna chant, lead singer unknown, several
accompanying singers and audience can be heard singing along. Tabla drums, harmonium, cymbals.
The song ends with a chant led by a single voice off-mic, to which the group responds in unison "Jai
Krishna." Muttered comments can be heard in unknown language, possibly Hindi.



http://spokenweb.concordia.ca/

Girl Talk - All Day

Slim featurin
Break U D



http://mashupbreakdown.com/all-day

Sound visualization & Annotation: Variations Audio
Timeliner

File Edit Eookmarks Timeline Window  Help

o Timeline: Chopin, Nocturne in D-Flatbajor, Op. 27 no. 2

 Playhkack — Timepoints and Markers —— - Annotations

I W 4 44 e ke 4 Add | Edit... | A The sereEIysimplevinlinisticAthemethhis TAl _LAl

Mocturne hokgrs gently over 3 Db pedal and wide
oo ss3 "iJ s Licis | Dzt | left-hand arpeggiations. ey Lisiel

e
" Selected

~ Timeline ~ Bukblez

Edit Propetties... | Clear Al | ,L.Edit...l Delete |

v Show Warker
Zoom to Selection | Fit to Winchon | Colar ... | Group | Annotations

Statuz: Playing Audio I Durstion of Selection: 0:34 .5



http://www.dlib.indiana.edu/projects/variations3/demos/timeline.html
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http://www.folkways.si.edu/jazz/mixer.aspx

Annotation: Soundcloud

You Tracks People Groups Upload & Share Search SoundCloud

Bliss-Warriors
BLiSS 8 months ago

L AFVAGRFTLIGE 1 comment at 1.01 POWER TRANCE
3 Le'Sergique - AkaFuzz about 1 month ago

incredible nobody commented here, simply amazing intro dude!!!
great wobble later :P

Post reply
“.HM \--TAML.:...J‘.

~

1.02 /9.56



http://soundcloud.com/psybliss/bliss-warriors

Playback manipulation: Myna

hrome File Edit View Hi Bookmarks _Window Hel Bmo 3 » F Eaww Thu6l2PM
806 —~editor?fguid=55cbff62-f375-102c-80b9-0030488e168¢

() advanced.aviary.com/enline/audio-editor?fguid=55cbff62-f375-102c-80b9-0030488e 168c#
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http://advanced.aviary.com/tools/audio-editor

4 b




Contact information:
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Jared .wiercinski@concordia.ca
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