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ABSTRACT

Is there Scriptural Legitimacy for
Jehovah’s Witnesses’ Christology of the ‘Firstborn’
as the First of God’s Created Beings?

Lucy Trahan

The Watchtower Bible and Tract Society, publishers and distributors of all
documents used and disseminated by Jehovah’s Witnesses, claim that Jesus is subordinate to
God the Father and that he is the first of his creation, and therefore not co-eternal or co-equal
with him. The focus of this thesis is to investigate early Christian primary and secondary
sources as well as contemporary scholarly opinions and compare them to Watchtower
teachings to determine whether Jehovah’s Witnesses’ understanding of the ‘firstborn of
creation’ of Colossians 1:15 can be said to be a legitimate interpretation of this expression
and whether their Christology can be reconciled with New Testament writings. Based on the
traditional Christian hermeneutical reappropriation of Hebrew texts and the traditional
understanding of the entire Christian canon of Sripture, the claim that the Son must be a

created being does not truly find irrefutable substantiation.
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INTRODUCTION:
FIRSTBORN OF CREATION - CREATOR OR CREATURE?

Statement of the Question

Several New Religious Movements' (NRMs) claim to be Christian® and to rely on the
biblical canon of Scriptures® as their source of doctrine. Their interpretation of Scripture,
however, demonstrates that although they appear to use the same texts and speak the same
language,* they teach a different Christology than what fnost consider being mainstream
orthodox’ Christianity. Jehovah’s Witnesses among others, claim that Jesus is subordinate to
God the Father and that he is the first of his creation, and therefore not co-eternal or co-equal
with him.

Considering that some view orthodoxy as being defined by those whose voice or
influence have proven strongest® and that Christology has been a source of controversy since

the first century, I intend to investigate whether the Christology of Jehovah’s Witnesses can

! Massimo Introvigne, “The Future of Religion and the Future of New Religions” (paper presented at the annual
Engelberg Seminar on “the Future of Religion”, Avesta/Engelsberg, Sweden, June 15-17, 2001), Center for
Studies on New Religions, n.p. [cited 12 July 2011]. Online: http://www.cesnur.org/2001/ mi_june03.htm.
British sociologist Eileen Barker, a British sociologist, is said to have promoted the expression of ‘new religious
movements’ to replace ‘cults’ or ‘sects,” which carried derogatory connotations. ‘NRM’ was meant to refer
especially to the larger 19™ century Judeo-Christian movements such as Jehovah’s Witnesses and Mormons, but
could also be applied to splinter groups of other religions. However, definitions and their limits of application
vary. See also James R. Lewis, The Oxford Handbook of New Religious Movements (Oxford University Press,
2008), 17. NRMs are said to exist at “the fringe of the dominant religious culture.”

? The term “Christian’, derived from the Greek word Xprot6g (Christos) meaning ‘the anointed one’, refers to
the followers of Jesus of Nazareth as attested to in the Gospels.

’ The canon mentioned in this thesis refers to the list of books considered as authoritative for Christianity,
although the books included in this canon might vary from one denomination to the next.

* Trenaeus of Lyons wrote that nearly all heretical sects spoke of God but because they were evil, they altered
Him (Against Heresies 1.22). John H. Hayes and Carl R. Halladay show that various Christians or Jewish
communities read Scriptures from various faith perspectives and based on varying theological presuppositions:
see Bible Exegesis (Louisville, Kentucky: Westminster John Knox Press, 2007), 157.

* There are various definitions of ‘orthodoxy’. The word is taken from the Greek word 6p66g, meaning ‘right’
or ‘straight’ and 86&a, meaning ‘opinion’ or ‘praise’ and which is related to Sokeiv, meaning ‘to think’. See:
The New Osxford American Dictionary (Oxford University Press, 2001), 1209; Random House Unabridged
Dictionary (Random House, 1999), 1368.

® Bart D. Ehrman, Lost Christianities: The Battles for Scripture and the Faiths We Never Knew (Oxford
University Press, USA. 2003), 161.



be found to coincide with the general Christian understanding of New Testament writings.
My aim is not to determine whether the Jehovah’s Witnesses’ doctrines are deemed orthodox
or not since these categories are constructions which serve to polarize communities and are
highly questioned by contemporary scholars. Instead, my intent is to investigate early
Christian primary and secondary sources as well as contemporary scholarly opinions and
compare them to Watchtower’ teachings to determine whether Jehovah’s Witnesses’
understanding of the ‘firstborn of creation’ as ‘the first of God’s created beings’ can be said
to coincide with the Christology of Early Christians and of contemporary Christianity.

This thesis will focus more specifically on Colossians 1:15 because this verse is a
pivotal Christological passage used by the Watchtower to support the doctrine that the pre-
incarnate Word was a creation of God, and therefore not co-equal and co-eternal with God.
Although it appears that there is ample scholarly support in interpreting ‘firstborn’ in
Colossians 1:15 as ‘pre-eminent,” support can also be found in the Watchtower publications
and from the studies of Greg Stafford® which point to Jesus as the “first to be born’ among
others. We also find allusions to the ‘Son of God’ in a subordinate position in the writings of
early Christians, such as Clement of Alexandria, Tertullian, and more specifically Arius.

Seeing as this controversy has existed since the second century CE, one is led to
wonder if there was truly some foundation for the interpretation of firstborn as part of

creation, and whether it deserved to be considered ‘heretical”® in the early Church, and

7 Watchtower Bible and Tract Society is the corporation responsible for printing and disseminating all
publications for Jehovah’s Witnesses, and is commonly referred to as the Watchtower.

® G. Stafford, Jehovah’s Witnesses Defended (Murrieta, CA: Elihu Books, 2009) and Three Dissertations on
the Teachings of Jehovah’s Witnesses (Murrieta, CA: Elihu Books, 2002).

® Heresy, from the Latin haeresis, and the Greek, aipeoic, (meaning a choosing and faction), is commonly
understood as a system of beliefs which conflict with established dogma, or opposed to the ‘orthodox’ accepted
tradition. Heresy is also defined as teaching that deviated from the orthodox standard or norm by Andreas J.
Kostenberger and Michael J. Kruger. The Heresy of Orthodoxy (Illinois: Crossway, 2010), 24. See also Harold



consequently, why it is still questioned today. Although Origen accused all heretics of being
believers at first who later deviated from their faith,'® Walter Bauer reversed the long held
position that orthodoxy preceded heresy. Instead Bauer posits that there first existed a variety
of legitimate Christian beliefs prior to the need to develop and crystallize a standard Christian
doctrine."" Ehrman claimed that the beliefs and traditions now observed in Christianity are a
result of various groups and factions competing among each other in the first and second
centuries; where the victors claimed the right to determine what is considered ‘orthodox’

while others, whose voices were silenced, were tarred as ‘heretical.’!?

Christian orthodoxy,
viewed in this light, deserves to be challenged if necessary, or upheld if legitimate. Similarly,
it is our duty, as honest biblical scholars, to also examine the evidence of the Watchtower
Christology to determine whether Jehovah’s Witnesses are perpetuating an unfounded
interpretation of Scriptures or a bona fide interpretation which is simply not according to the
mainstream understanding. The implications are that either Jehovah’s Witnesses are
exonerated and respected as a legitimate Christian denomination or they continue to be
marginalized for misinterpreting Scripture to suit a particular agenda. If they are found to be
legitimate, there may be a need to open the parameters used to define ‘Christianity’ to allow

for a more pluralistic understanding rather than to restrict it to the 4™ century definition

prescribed by the Nicene Creed.

O. J. Brown, Heresies: Heresy and Orthodoxy in the History of the Church (Peabody, Mass.: Hendrickson,
1994), 1-3.

' Walter Bauer wrote on the theological conflicts in the early church in Orthodoxy and Heresy in Earliest
Christianity (trans. R. A. Kraft and G. Kroedel; Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1971) [cited 18 February 2011].
Online: http://www.scribd.com/doc/22171234/Bauer-Orthodoxy-and-Heresy.

1" See also Kostenberger and Kruger, Heresy of Orthodoxy, 24.

2 Ehrman, Lost Christianities, 253-7.



The American Heritage New Dictionary of Cultural Literacy defines Christianity as
“the religion based on the life and teachings of Jesus Christ.”"® The term Xpiotiavéc
(Christian) was originally recorded in the Scriptures in Acts 11:26, Acts 26:28 and 1Peter
4:16 and was used to refer to the followers of Jesus, the Christ. Since these first century
writings, much has been written about Jesus. His person, nature, and position, within the
context of a monotheistic system of belief, have not been without debate. More recently,
since the end of the 18™ century, some NRMs have challenged many aspects of the
mainstream Christian faith. I will consider one of these challenges, the Watchtower’s
position that Jesus is not part of a Triune God and that he is actually the first of God’s
creatures, albeit the most important one. Since most of this thesis will focus on comparing
the Bible with the writings of the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society, the review of relevant
literature will be done in the subsequent chapters within the appropriate topical context.

Most mainstream Christians have a negative view of Jehovah’s Witnesses because of
their refusal to accept blood transfusions but also because of their denial of various widely
accepted doctrines, such as the Trinity, the immortality of the soul, hell as a literal place of
punishment, the bodily resurrection and visible return of Jesus, and that Jesus Christ is God
manifest in the flesh.'* In spite of this reputation, in 2011, there was an average of nearly 7.4

million active Jehovah’s Witnesses in 109,403 congregations worldwide."’

' The American Heritage New Dictionary of Cultural Literacy, Third Edition. (Houghton Mifflin Company,
2005) [cited 17 August 2012]. Online: http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/christianity To this definition,
they add that “Christians believe that Jesus Christ is the Messiah, sent by God. They believe that Jesus, by dying
and rising from the dead, made up for the sin of Adam and thus redeemed the world, allowing all who believe in
him to enter heaven. Christians rely on the Bible as the inspired word of God.”

" R. Carlson and E. Decker, Fast Facts on False Teachings (Eugene, OR: Harvest House, 1994), 12-123.

13 2012 Yearbook of Jehovah’s Witnesses (New York: Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of New York, Inc.,
2012), 55.




They claim to be the only true Christians'® and the only ones who truly adhere to the
biblical text. They also claim that Christendom'’ is Babylon the Great' because they have
perverted the Word and fornicated with the world empire of false religion, business and
politics. Considering that true Christians must, by definition, be followers of Christ, what are
the Watchtower’s Christological claims? Is Jesus divine, equal with God and co-eternal? Is
he the Creator or a creation? What is the source of the doctrine of the Jehovah’s Witnesses?
If their Christology is based solely on the Scriptures, as they claim, is it truly in line with
Scripture as a whole and what can be gleaned as the general understanding of the ﬁrst‘
generations of Christian theologians?

Since the second century of our common era, scholars have discussed many of these
issues, especially the ‘firstborn’ position of Jesus Christ, in order to crystalize fundamental
Christian doctrines and defend against erroneous teachings. In the nineteenth century
specifically, New Religious Movements such as the Mormons and Jehovah’s Witnesses,
arose and denied some of the basic tenets of traditional Christianity, most specifically the
divinity of the Christ and his part in the Trinity. Jehovah’s Witnesses claimed that their
original intent was to return to the source and restore true faith since traditional Christianity
had corrupted the Word. They also began claiming new divine revelations. As it is difficult

for any non-Christian to distinguish between one Christian denomination and another, how is

' Reasoning from the Scriptures (New York: Watchtower Bible and Tract Society, 1989), 328-30.

' The following quotes from the Watchtower publications iilustrate the distinction between ‘Christendom’ and
‘true Christianity’ from the WBTS’ perspective: “While Christendom’s theologians, missionaries, and
churchgoers continue to grapple with the gathering storm of controversy in their churches, true Christianity is
flourishing worldwide. Indeed, true Christians [...] invite you to join Jehovah’s Witnesses in united Christian
worship of the only true God, Jehovah.” (March 1, 2004, 7); “Equally striking is the contrast between Jehovah’s
Witnesses and Christendom today. [...] The very features that Christendom lacks abound among Jehovah’s
Witnesses!” (April 1, 2001, p. 18); “It is out of date to define Christendom as meaning Christianity. True
Christians today do not confuse Christendom with Christianity or make them identical.” (April 15, 1962, 229).

18 Reasoning from the Scriptures, 49-53.



anyone to distinguish between the Watchtower’s doctrinal claims and those of traditional
mainstream Christianity they are challenging?

In order to arrive at an educated conclusion as to the validity of their claims, one must
then begin by analyzing the source documents, namely the Scriptures themselves.
Considering that we no longer have the original texts, we must turn to the most authoritative
witnesses in existence. Since not every scholar can claim expertise in this domain, most must
opt to rely on experts who have made it their life’s work to study and analyze these texts and
extract the known variants. It would also be relevant to read the early church fathers to get a
grasp of what was understood at that time, as well as what scholars have written on the
subject in recent years. Finally, to justly analyze the validity of Jehovah’s Witnesses claims,
it is necessary to investigate their assertions from their own publications and compare them
to what is gleaned from the Scriptures themselves, and from relevant exegetical studies by

reputed scholars.

Methodology

Much has been written on the Colossians 1:15-20 pericope and most Christian
scholars appear to agree with the traditional understandings set forth by the Church Fathers.
However, some contemporary scholars, such as Greg Stafford and Rolf Furuli, claim that it is
grammatically possible to include the firstborn as part of creation.' Furthermore, since this
debate has been ongoing for centuries, some of the early church also considered that this
interpretation had merit then also. Considering as well the fluctuation in interpretation of the

nature of Jesus in the years leading up to the Council of Nicaea, one is led to wonder if in

19 Stafford, Jehovah's Witnesses Defended, 361-425 and R. Furuli, The Role of Theology and Bias in Bible
Translation — With a Special Look at the New World Translation of Jehovah’s Witnesses (Huntington Beach,
CA: Elihu Books, 1999), 249.



fact, there is a possibility that what was, and still is, considered ‘heresy,” might be simply
another interpretation and equally as valid as the traditional orthodoxy supported by most of
mainstream Christianity. From a survey of the various verses which refer to Jesus as
TP®TOTOKOG, HOVOYEVNG or Gpyn, it is evident that translators have made choices in their
interpretation of these terms according to their perception of the context. It is also common
knowledge that scholars all have pre-suppositions and base their interpretations on their
experience and knowledge. Considering the evidence of a gradual evolution of rituals and
practice over time, it is possible that some extrapolation of Scripture has occurred from the
mainstream camp, and that creeds have been formed based on these extrapolations.

Therefore, I intend to first consider the pre-Christian, early Christian and non-
Christian understanding of firstborn, both from biblical and non-biblical sources. Then after
translating and critically analyzing the text itself, considering all the known variants from
scholarly research to date, I will elaborate a philological analysis to see the extent of the
possible meanings of the words used to describe Jesus as ‘first’. Thereafter, I will proceed
with a comparative analysis of other passages which speak of ‘firstborn’ in both the Old and
the New Testament in the hope of extricating all the possible meanings of the term. In
addition, I will consider other passages which, while using other similar terms such as
‘beginning’ or ‘first’, nevertheless describe the position of Jesus in relation to his Father and
to creation.

The writings of the Early Church Fathers will be considered since they have served to
set the traditional understanding of much of the Scriptures for the centuries to come and laid
the foundations for the current mainstream Christian denominations. I will thereafter consider

contemporary scholarly interpretations of those who defend both positions, namely that the

2 For example, the practice of infant baptism, priests’ need for celibacy, or canonization, etc.



“firstborn’ of Colossians refers to Jesus as eternally pré-eminent in creation or that this term
refers to Jesus as the first of all created beings.

Then I will make a cémpilation of the evidence from the WTBS documents to arrive
at a fair assessment of what their doctrine truly states regarding Jesus’s relationship to the
created order. Lastly, I will attempt to conclude with a position as to the legitimacy of the
current WBTS’ Christological position regarding the status of Jesus as first in the creative

process of God.



CHAPTER 1:
FIRSTBORN OF COLOSSIANS 1— EARLY CHRISTIAN AND NON-CHRISTIAN UNDERSTANDING

1.1 Jewish understanding of ‘firstborn’

The Encyclopaedia Judaica emphasizes the importance of primogeniture by stating
that it was “a persistent and widespread institution whose legal, social, and religious features
were reflected in the norms of ancient Israelite society.”™ Firstborns, therefore, had a special
status not only in respect to inheritance but also to cultic rules.

In Classical Hebrew, a variety of words were formed from the b-k-r stem, which

stands for ‘first.” For instance, the masculine noun bekhor (1322) is usually translated as
‘firstborn son,’ the feminine word bekirah (717°32) means ‘firstborn or older daughter,’ the
word bekhorah (717123) can refer to ‘birthright,” bekhorot (MA53) as a feminine plural form

can be translated as “firstlings,” whereas the word bikkurim (2°731232) refers to “first-fruits’ as

sacrificial gifts of harvest which were brought to the altar.?
Additionally, there are ample passages attesting to the concept of ‘firstborn’ without
using the same word (or b-k-r stem). In the Jewish tradition, specific terms were used to

describe one which opens the womb. The word peter (1t2p) is commonly translated as ‘that

which first opens’ and is sometimes seen with the additional word rechem (@) which

23 . . . .
~w2)  but most often is seen without it and is

o\

translated as ‘that which first opens the womb.’**

2! Encyclopaedia Judaica. vol. 6. (New York: Macmillan Company, 1971), 1306.

? Adele Berlin, editor in chief. The Oxford Dictionary of the Jewish Religion. 2nd edition. (New York: Oxford
University Press, 2011), 116.

2 Exodus 13:12.

2 As seen in Exodus 13:12b, 13 and 15, as well as in Numbers 3:12 and 18:15.



The word bekhor (1133) implied more than simply an opening of the womb or an

order of birth.”” One can glean much evidence of the Jewish customs from the Torah®® and
the Jewish oral and written laws. In the book of Exodus, we read that God had commanded
the Israelites to “Consecrate to me all the firstborn; whatever is the first to open the womb
among the Israelites, of human beings and animals, is mine.”*’ It was believed that the first
offspring to open the womb of man or animal, or the firstborn, was to be dedicated to God.
From the book of Deuteronomy, we see that a socio-legal right was assigned to the firstborn
son in relation to the paternal inheritance since the father’s firstborn son would be destined to
receive a double potionvof the family inheritance (Deut. 21:17).2® On the other hand, because
the firstborn unblemished lamb, calf or kid was reserved for a sacrifice or for gifts to the
priests and therefore paternal lineage could not always be ascertained, a cultic assignation
was given to the firstborn of the maternal lineage when it pertained to animal offerings.?
Exodus 23:19 adds that “The choicest of the first fruits of your ground you shall
bring into the house of the Lord your God.” In the same fashion that the firstborn (bekhor) of
man and animal belonged to God, so did the first fruits (bikkurim) of grains®® and agricultural
harvests, even to their bread dough.*' Philo, one of the most important Jewish authors who

lived in Alexandria, Egypt, from c. 20 BCE to c. 50 CE, also attests to this practice of first

2 Refer to Appendix 4 for occurrences of the word “firstborn’ in the Hebrew Bible.

% The Torah is commonly understood to consist of the five books of the Hebrew Bible attributed to Moses,
namely Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy. In rabbinic literature, the Torah also includes
the oral traditions and interpretations. '

%7 Exodus 13:2. Except where specified, quoted verses are from The New Revised Standard Version, (Division
of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA, 1995) [cited 7 February,
2011]. Online: http://bible.oremus.org/.

28 Berlin, Dictionary of Jewish Religion, 116.

¥ Encyclopaedia Judaica, 1306.

%% Exodus 34:26 and Leviticus 2:14.

31 Numbers 15:21.

10



fruit offerings and adds that “all the first things, whether in point of time or of power, are the
property of God, and most especially all the ﬁrst-bornv.”3 2
Since the firstborn male was believed to inherit the father’s might to a greater extent

than offspring® which followed, he was in a better position to also inherit the responsibilities
when the time came to take over the household affairs. If, however, this son proved
incompetent, underserving®® or unable, then the birth right was transferred to another.’
Therefore, primogeniture carried not only privileges but responsibilities as well. They were
to care for their elders and take over the leadership the family or clan upon the death of the
patriarch.*® In the case of firstborn daughters, they were granted the privilege or right to be
married off before their younger sisters.>’

Since in the course of time, many Israelites men became polygamous, the Mosaic
Law added the following stipulations to clarify the order of inheritance among children from
different wives:

If a man has two wives, one of them loved and the other disliked, and if both the

loved and the disliked have borne him sons, the firstborn being the son of the one

who is disliked, then on the day when he wills his possessions to his sons, he is

not permitted to treat the son of the loved as the firstborn in preference to the son

of the disliked, who is the firstborn. He must acknowledge as firstborn the son of

the one who is disliked, giving him a double portion of all that he has; since he is
the first issue of his virility, the right of the firstborn is his.*

32 The Works of Philo, Complete and Unabridged. 9™ Edition, Translated by C.D. Yonge, (Hendrickson
Publishers, 2008), ix, 285-6, 649.

33 Genesis 49:3; Deuteronomy 21:17.

3* Genesis 49:4; 1 Chronicles 5:1.

331 Chronicles 26:10.

3¢ See for example, Genesis 27 (Elderly Isaac asked his son Esau to go hunt and prepare a meal for him before
he died), 48:13 (elderly Israel blessed Manasseh and Ephraim, the sons of Joseph), Judges 8:20 (Jether asked his
son to hunt), 1 Chronicles 26:10 (where Hosah made his son Shimri the chief).

37 Genesis 29:26.

38 Deuteronomy 21:15-17.
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In several instances we find that some nevertheless opted to select another more
favoured son as heir rather than the firstborn. Consequently Abraham’s son, Isaac, although
born after Ishmael, was chosen over the firstborn Ishmael.*® In Genesis 25:29-34, we read
that Esau, the firstborn son of Isaac, sold his birthright to his younger brother, Jacob for a
bowl of warm stew. Although with the help of a measure of subterfuge, Jacob nevertheless
received the double portion of inheritance rather than Esau, the firstborn.*’ In the book of 1
Chronicles, we read that “The sons of Reuben the firstborn of Israel. (He was the firstborn,
but because he defiled his father’s bed his birthright was given to the sons of Joseph son of
Israel, so that he is not enrolled in the genealogy according to the birthright; though Judah
became prominent among his brothers and a ruler came from him, yet the birthright belonged

5541

to Joseph.)” Although at first, every firstborn of every family was dedicated to serve as

priest in the temple,*” in time, the Levites, or priestly tribe, were dedicated as God’s in
exchange for all Israelite firstborns.*

In the case of Israel as a nation, their designation as ‘firstborn’ had no biological
connotation. In Exodus 4:22, God had commanded Moses to say to Pharaoh, “Thus says the
Lord, Israel is my son, even my firstborn.” God’s calling of Israel as his firstborn indicates

that He had selected Israel as heir by election or adoption. In the subsequent narrative of

Exodus, the value of a firstborn was highlighted by the final plague striking all Egyptian

%% Genesis 21.

* Genesis 27.

11 Chronicles 5:1-2.

2 Number 3:12.

* Deuteronomy 10:8 and Exodus 32:29. According to George W. Harrison, the Levites were set apart for God
because of their zeal in coming forth to execute judgment on the corrupted Israelites who had worshipped the
golden calf at Mount Sinai. He also suggests that another reason might be that when Moses was ordered to take
a census, the number of firstborn males among the Levites was almost the same as that of the firstborn males
among the rest of the tribes — making it simpler to use the Levite firstborns as proxy in priestly service rather
than disrupt the entire Israelite society. For more detail, see G. W. Harrison, “Covenant Unfaithfulness in
Malachi 2:1-16,” Criswell Theological Review 2.1 (1987), 63-64. See also the laws on redemption of firstborns
in Exodus 13:15; 34:19 and Deuteronomy 15:19. Cf. Leviticus 27.
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firstborns as punishment for resisting God’s command to allow the Israelites to leave.*

However, since God spared all of Israel’s firstborns in this case, he acquired the right to
claim them for himself.*> God’s election or adoption of Israel, and of Ephraim, is reiterated in
the book of Jeremiah where God states “for I have become a father to Israel, and Ephraim is

my firstborn.”*®

James Kugel mentions that in agreement with the book of Exodus, the
Prayer of Enosh (Qumran text 4Q369) makes mention of Israel as God’s firstborn and asks
how such a small group of people late in the history of mankind could be designated as
God’s firstborn.*’ To answer this, he then quotes the book of Jubilees where God is claimed
to state:
“Behold, I shall separate off for myself a people from among all the nations,
and they also will keep the Sabbath... They will become my people and I will
be their God. I have chosen the descendants of Jacob among all of those
whom I have seen [will be created]. And I have written them down as my
firstborn son and have sanctified them for myself.”**

Consequently, Kugel claims that Israel was elected as God’s firstborn “during the
first week of creation.”*® He also adds that Israel’s special relationship is also alluded to in
the Words of the Luminaries, another Qumran text, which reads that God has “called [I]srael
‘my firstborn.”” Israel was selected as God’s firstborn, he concludes, because they were

singled out to be disciplined by God as one father does a son, so that all other nations would

witness his interventions.”® Other second temple period texts also mention similar themes of

* See Exodus 11:5 and 12:12.

* See Numbers 3:13.

* Jeremiah 31:7-9.

7 James Kugel, “4Q369 ‘Prayer of Enosh’ and Ancient Biblical Interpretation.” Dead Sea Discoveries. 5/2
(Leiden: Brill, 1998), p. 119-148

* Ibid, “Jubilees” 2:17-20, 124.

* bid, 126.

% Ibid, in 4Q504 in “Words of the Luminaries,” iii 2-7, 128.

*! bid, 129.
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disciplinary purpose, such as in Sirach 17:17-18 and in Psalms of Solomon 18:3-4.%
Interestingly, Kugel takes it a step further and claims that the ‘firstborn’ assignation of Israel
referred also its status as ruler over subsequent generations but also over the entire world.>
Similarly, Robert Keay stated that Israel as the firstborn not only represented the redemption
of the nation, but also that it would fulfill that role for mankind through the Messiah. He
added that “since God is ultimately the savior of the world, God is the firstborn of the
world.”*

In pre-Christian times, the firstborn was considered the most precious sacrifice to
give to a deity.”® In 2 Kings 3:27, Mesha the king of Moab, realizing that he was being
defeated and feared losing his capital city, offered his own eldest son to his god Chemosh. He
knew the value of a firstborn, the heir to his own throne, and was willing to sacrifice him for
favour from his god. Similarly in Genesis 22:3, Abraham was told té offer his firstborn son,
Isaac as a burnt offering to the Lord. Not only was Isaac his favoured and chosen firstborn
but he was the promise of the source of a great nation to come from his loins. In the book of
Micah, one also finds mention of the sacrifice of a firstborn as atonement for one’s sins:

“With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before God on high?

Shall T come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? "Will the

Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of 0il?

Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of
my soul?”*®

>2 Quoted in Kugel, Dead Sea Discoveries, p-130.

> Ibid, 137-8.

** Robert Keay, “The Old Testament Background of the Firstborn: A Preliminary Study For Understanding ‘The
Firstborn Of All Creation’ (Colossians 1:15)”, Christian Apologetics Journal, Vol. 1, No.1, 1998. , p.4. Keay is
quoting Rabbi Bechai from Pent. Fol. 124:4.

% Encyclopaedia Judaica, p. 1309.

*® Micah 6:6-7.
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1.2 Christian Understanding of ‘Firstborn’ From Scriptures
As mentioned above, the word 7122 (firstborn) in the Hebrew Bible usually referred

to a birth order or birth right. The term ‘firstborn’ appears in the Séptuagint (LXX) 130
times,57 most often in the context of genealogies, indicating ‘the son who was born first” and
implying a temporal priority and a sovereignty or rank or position. However, as we have seen
with the cases of Jacob and Esau, and with Joseph and Reuben, it is clear that this
designation did not always apply to the child who opens the womb. Furthermore, since God
speaks of Israel as His firstborn, inferring a term of endearment or election,® it is also
evident that the term also applies to a legatee without the need for biological affiliations.

In several passages of the New Testament, Jesus is referred to as the firstborn
(mpwrérokoc)™ of creation, as the only begotten (novoyevnc), and as the beginning (&px) or
the first of creation. In Romans 8:29, the Son is described as the firstborn (Tpwtdrokor)
among many brothers. Hebrews 1:6 speaks of God bringing His firstborn (mpwtdtokov) into
the world.

A pivotal scriptural passage, Colossians 1:15-20, believed to be a hymn of the early
church,® speaks of the ‘of all creation’ in reference to Jesus. Some claim that ‘firstborn’ in
this passage refers to Jesus as the first creature created by God, the exalted Son who is
created but also the head of all creation, whereas others believe that it points to Jesus as
supreme over creation and as pre-eminent because all things were created by Him and for

Him as the eternal Son of God.

57 Peter T. O’Brien, Colossians, Philemon. (vol. 44 of Word Biblical Commentary, ed. Bruce M. Metzger;
Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 2000), 44; Furuli in Theology and Bias, 249, claims it appears 128 times in the LXX
and 8 times in the NT.

%8 O’Brien, Colossians, Philemon, 44.

*® See Appendix 6 for occurences of Tpwrérokoc, Appendix 7 for povoyevric, and Appendix 5 for dpyn.

% O’Brien, Colossians, Philemon, 32.
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In John 1:14.18; 3:16.18 and in 1 John 4:9, Jesus is referred to as the only-begotten
(novoyevr) of the Father. In Hebrews 11:17, povoyevrg is also translated as only-begotten
but is applied to Abraham’s son, Isaac. This is differentiated from Luke 7:12; 8:42, and 9:38
where we find povoyevrg translated as ‘only’ child.®! We find similar references to Jesus but
using the word apyn, which is often translated as ‘beginning’. Matthew 19:4; 24:8; Mark 1:1;
13:8; Luke 1:2; John 1:1; 15:27 and Acts 11:15 all render dpx1 as ‘beginning’ in a temporal
sense. In Hebrews 2:3; 3:14; John 2:11; 8:25; and Colossians 1:18, dpyn is translated as
“first’ in order or ranking. Many translations portray the dpyfic of Hebrews 5:12 and 6:1 as
‘basic or elementary principles’ but here too, apyfic should have been translated as
‘beginning.”®* In Revelation 3:14, Jesus is described as the &px or béginning of the creation
of God. However, several passages show translations which attribute different meanings to
apx", such as ‘corners’ in Acts 10:11, or as ‘rule or ruler’ in Luke 12:11; 20:20; Romans
8:38; 1 Corinthians 15:24; Colossians 2:10 and Titus 3:1.

In the New Testament, ‘firstborn’ is seen in the plural but always in the singular when
applied to Jesus.® Most Christian scholars agree that, although it is true that the term can
refer to a temporal order of events, Jesus as firstborn means that he is supreme and sovereign
over all creation. The idea of sovereign election is reinforced in Colossians 1:18 which reads,
“he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in
everything.” This verse finds resonance in Psalms 89:27, where God, speaking of David,
states “I will make him the firstborn, the highest of the kings of the earth.” Here, God adopts

and appoints David as his firstborn, assigning him a place of honor and sovereignty. Since

6! See Appendix 7 for a list of all occurences of ‘only-begotten.’
62 Michael Goulder, ‘Hebrews and the Ebionites.” NTS 49.3 (July 2003), 400.
 O’Brien, Colossians, Philemon, 44
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this verse has been traditionally seen as pointing to the Messiah,64 many have proposed that
“firstborn’ in Colossians 1 refers to Jesus as the pre-eminent ruler of the creation of God.®
However, the disagreement is not about Jesus as sovereign over the created universe but
rather whether he himself is a created being (as part of creation) or the uncreated Creator

(and excluded from creation).

1.3 Extra-Canonical Understanding of ‘Firstborn’ |

References to the Logos, or the Word, as firstborn are also found in extra-biblical
writings. Philo of Alexandria, a Jewish Philosopher (20 BCE-50 CE), often used the term
TpwtoTokog when discussing firstborns in the Hebrew Bible, as when discussing Cain, but
interestingly, he never uses this term for the Logos, whom he describes instead as
1Tpootc’>7toyo<;.66 Philo taught that man had been created by the First Cause, in the image of the
Eternal Word.*

In the Prayer of Joseph, a 1% century CE pseudepigraphic writing, we read: “I,
Jacob, who speak to you, and Israel, I am an angel of God, a ruling spirit,... called Jacob by
men, but my name is Israel, called Israel by God, a man seeing God, because I am the first-
born of every creature which God caused to live... I am Israel and archangel of the power of
the Lord and a chief captain among the sons of God.”®® Interesting parallels are seen in this

passage. This speaker claims to be the firstborn and describes himself as Jacob or Israel, as a

% O’Brien, Colossians, Philemon, 44; N. T. Wright, Colossians and Philemon (Leicester, England: Tyndale
New Testament Commentaries, 1989), 75.

> Arthur Patzia, Ephesians, Colossians, Philemon. New International Biblical Commentary (Peabody, Mass.:
Hendrickson Publishers, 1990), 29; Vernon, J. McGee, Philippians and Colossians. Thru the Bible
Commentary Series. Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1991), 129; Wright, Colossians and Philemon, 75.

% See Theological Dictionary of the New Testament. Edited by Gerhard Kittel, Geoffrey William Bromiley and
Gerhard Friedrich (Stuttgart, Germany: Eerdmans Publishing, 1995), 875.

%7 Philo, On the Creation, XLVIII ( Loeb Edition), 110-111.

8 Origen, Commentary on the Gospel of John - Book I1.
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ruling spirit, an archangel and one of the sons of God, but one who, as a chief captain, has a

position of authority over the other sons of God.

1.4 The ‘Firstborn’ in the Early Church

The early Church Fathers wrote extensively about their understanding of the Son of
God as the Word and his role in creation. At the end of the third century, much had been
discussed about the person of Jesus and many theories had already been formulated about the
relationship between the Father and the Son. One such writer, Justin Martyr (103-165 CE)
understood the Logos as being separate from and subordinate to God, and wrote that “He
existed formerly as Son of the Maker of all things.”69 In Chapter LXI entitled Wisdom is
Begotten of the Father, as Fire from Fire in Dialogue with Trypho, he adds: “God begat
before all creatures a Beginning, [who was] a certain rational power [proceeding] from
Himself, who is called by the Holy Spirit, now the Glory of the Lord, now the Son, again
Wisdom, again an Angel, then God, and then Lord and Logos.” ’He equates the Word or the
Logos to Wisdom as spoken by Solomon: “But this Offspring, which was truly brought forth
from the Father, was with the Father before all the creatures, and the Father communed with
Him; even as the Scripture by Solomon has made clear, that He whom Solomon calls
Wisdom, was begotten as a Beginning before all His creatures.”

Later, Clement of Alexandria (182-202 CE), explained that “the unoriginated Being is
one, the Omnipotent God; one, too, is the First-begotten, by whom all things were made, and

without whom not one thing ever was made. [...] For one, in truth, is God, who formed the

% Justin Martyr. Dialogue with Trypho (Roberts-Donaldson Translation) Chapter XIVIIl — “Before The
Divinity Of Christ Is Proved, He [ Trypho] Demands That It Be Settled That He Is Christ.”
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beginning of all things.”70 Clement added: “He was the Wisdom ‘in which’ the Sovereign
God ‘delighted.” For the Son is the power of God, as being the Father’s most ancient Word
before the production of all things, and His Wisdom. He is then properly called the Teacher
of the beings formed by Him.” In Stromata, Book VII — Chapter II on The Son, The Ruler

And Saviour Of All, he adds that “He, the Son, is, by the will of the Almighty Father, the

cause of all good things, being the first efficient cause of motion.””!

Tertullian (c. 160-220 CE) in Against Hermogenes, explained: “because God is in like
manner a Father, and He is also a Judge; but He has not always been Father and Judge,
merely on the ground of His having always been God. For He could not have been the Father

previous to the Son, nor a Judge previous to sin. There was, however, a time when neither sin

existed with Him, nor the Son.””?

In his Commentary on John, Origen (c. 185-¢.253 CE) explained:

“The meaning of the term ‘beginning,” as of origin, will serve us also in the
passage in which Wisdom speaks in the Proverbs. ‘God,” we read, ‘created me the
beginning of His ways, for His works.” Here the term could be interpreted as in the
first application we spoke of, that of a way: ‘The Lord,” it says, ‘created me the
beginning of His ways.” One might assert, and with reason, that God Himself is the
beginning of all things, and might go on to say, as is plain, that the Father is the
beginning of the Son; and the demiurge the beginning of the works of the demiurge,
and that God in a word is the beginning of all that exists.””

™ Clement of Alexandria, Stromata, Book VI - Chapter VII —“What True Philosophy Is, And Whence So
Called.” Peter Kirby, Early Christian Writings, 2011. [cited February 22, 2011]. Online:
http://www earlychristianwritings. com/.

I Clement, Stromata, Book VII — Chapter II on “The Son, The Ruler And Saviour Of AlL.”

"2 Tertullian, Against Hermogenes, Chapter III. “An Argument Of Hermogenes. The Answer: While God Is A
Title Eternally Applicable To The Divine Being, Lord And Father Are Only Relative Appellations, Not
Eternally Applicable. An Inconsistency In The Argument Of Hermogenes Pointed Out.” (Translated by Dr.
Holmes). Kirby, Early Christian Writings.

™ Origen. Commentary on John. Book 1. Chapter 17. “In Time, In The Beginning of Creation.” Roberts-
Donaldson English Translation. Kirby, Early Christian Writings.
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Origen seems to imply that God is the beginning, or author, of all things just as the
demiurge is the author of all his own works. Ip Book II of the same commentary, he
commented on the Epistle to the Hebrews:

“God made the ages through His Son, the ‘through whom’ belonging, when the ages

were being made, to the Only-begotten. Thus, if all things were made, as in this

passage also, through the Logos, then they were not made by the Logos, but by a

stronger and greater than He. And who else could this be but the Father?”"

Origen here specifies that since all things were made through the Logos, the ultimate
author of all things is not the Son, or Logos, but the Father himself. However, Origen
believed that the Son was nevertheless divine on account of his eternal generation.”” By this,
he meant that the Father always continually begets the Son.”® Some claim that the Ebionites
and Lucian of Antioch’” held similar beliefs.

Paul of Samosata (200 to 275 CE), a Patriarch of Antioch, undertook to explain the
nature of Christ and concluded that the latter was a created being, implying that Jesus was
therefore less than fully divine.”® At that time, this was understood as an attack against the
foundation of the faith and therefore created quite a controversy, which would last vigorously
until the end of the 4th century.

Alexander, an early 4th century bishop of Alexandria, professed that the Word was

not a creation but could be described as a tméotaoio (person)” or oloix (nature),

distinguishable from that of the Father, and who served as mediator between God and His

™ Origen, Commentary on John, Book 2, Chapter 6.

 S. G. Hall, Doctrine and Practice in the Early Church (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1992), 105.
S B. M Litfin, Getting to Know the Church Fathers (Grand Rapids: Brazos Press, 2008), 176.
7J. N. D. Kelly, Early Christian Doctrines (Peabody, Mass.: Prince Press, 2007), 230; M. Wiles, Archetypal
Heresy: Arianism Through the Centuries (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004), 7-8. '
8 Kelly, Early Christian Doctrines, 118. )

7 For an in-depth discussion on the concept of divine persons, defined as ‘an indivisible, unique and therefore
non-replicable unity in human existence,” refer to L.Turcescu, Gregory of Nyssa and the Concept of Divine
Persons. (New York: Oxford University Press, 2005), 7.
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creation.® Although he affirmed that the Father alone was unoriginate, the Son was co-
eternal with the Father as the latter could never exist “without His Word, His Wisdom, His
Power, His image.”®'

In opposition to Alexander, Arius (ca.250-336), a Christian priest from Alexandria,
Egypt, and a Samosatene, taught that the unbegotten Father had always existed, but that the

only-begotten Son, born before the beginning of time,*

was the instrument of creation.
Therefore, the Father was the one and only true God. However, he also added that although
the Son is not unbegotten, he existed before the ages as a divine being and that before he was
begotten, he did not exist.3® The distinction between the Father and the Son was partly
founded on 1 Corinthians 8:5-6 which reads that “Indeed, even though there may be so-called
gods in heaven or on earth—as in fact there are many gods and many lords— yet for us there
is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus
5
Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist.”® The Son’s
subordination® to the Father found support in John 14:28: “If you loved me, you would
rejoice that I am going to the Father, because the Father is greater than I,” whereas the unity
of the Father and the Son was explained by means of John 17:22, which reads, “The glory
that yoﬁ have given me I have given them, so that they may be one, as we are one.” Other

passages which were used to support the Son as a creature were: Proverbs 8:22 (the Lord

created me), Acts 2:36 (God has made Him Lord and Christ), Romans 8:29 (first-born among

* Wiles, Arianism, 100,105; Kelly, Early Christian Doctrines, 224.

81 Kelly, Early Christian Doctrines, 224.

8 Wiles, Arianism, 7.

8 E. Peters, Heresy and Authority in Medieval Europe: Documents in Translation (Philadelphia: University of
Pennsylvania Press, 1980), 41.

% H. G. May and B. Metzger, eds. New Oxford Annotated Bible (New York: Oxford University Press, 2007). R.
Williams, Arius: Heresy and Tradition (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2001), 98-116,; Fourth Century Christianity,
Wisconsin Lutheran College. [cited 19 November 2009]. Online: http://www.fourthcentury.com/index.php/
arius-thalia-intro; Kelly, Early Christian Doctrines, 230; Hall, Practice in the Early, 105.

8 Litfin, Church Fathers, 175.

21



many), Colossians 1:15 (first-born of all creation), and Hebrew 3:2 (was faithful to Him who
made him).

In Arius’ letter to Thalia, which contains an important source of information about his
teachings,®® we read that God has no equal and is unbegotten, but that the Son in contrast is
by nature begotten, has a beginning, and who in time has come to exist. He taught that “He
who is without beginning made the Son a beginning of created things.” He added that the
Son is not equal to the Father and that, although the Son did not exist, the Father was still
God.”™

In 321, Arius’ views were denounced, and in spite of his exile, the controversy did
not end. In 325, Emperor Constantine, in an attempt to unify the Christian community,
convened the First Council of Nicaea where Athanasius of Alexandria argued against the
Arian doctrines and explained that belief in Christ would be meaningless if he was not God.
Arian teachings were again condemned®® and what is commonly known as the Nicene Creed
thus expressed the Son’s relationship to the Father as “begotten from the Father, only-
begotten, that is, from the substance of the Father, God from God, light from light, true God
from true God, begotten not made, of one substance with the Father, through Whom all
things came into being i

However, the Arian controversy on the nature of Christ did not end since even after
the Council of Nicaea, at the First Synod of Tyre in 335, Athanasius had been relegated to

the position of heretic and banished.”® At the Synod of Jerusalem of 336, Arius was reinstated

to the Christian community. Even after the death of Constantine in 337, his own son,

8 Kelly, Early Christian Doctrines, 2277.
8 Williams, Arius, 98-116.

8 Litfin, Church Fathers, 177.

% Kelly, Early Christian Doctrines, 215.
% Litfin, Church Fathers, 179.
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Constantius II, with the support of Eusebius of Nicomedia, actually strived to reverse the
Nicene Creed in favor of the Arian position.”’ Three different positions eventually surfaced.”?
One group rejected Arius’ teachings and accepted that the Son was equal and co-eternal with
the Father, but claimed that he was Opototoiog (alike in substance) rather than opootoiog (of
the same nature). Another group compromised by describing the Son as being 6porog (like)
the Father, whereas a third group followed Arius’ footsteps and claimed that the Son was
avoporog (unlike) the Father. Several synods continued to argue these distinctions in
terminology, such as the Council of Sardica (343), the Council of Sirmium (357-8),” and the
double Council of Rimini and Seleucia (359). Following Constantius’ death (361), his
successor, Julian, decided not to take sides and further contributed to the debate and
dissention. Emperor Valens then made an about-turn and reinstated Constantius’ policy,
resulting in more exiles and persecutions.

Only at the Council of Chalcedon, in 451, was the ‘Chalcedonian Definition”**
enunciated in which the nature of Jesus Christ was finally defined in the manner in which
most orthodox communities now profess it. Hardy and Richardson express it as the Lord
Jesus Christ who is “begotten before ages of the Father in Godhead, [...] the same Son and

only-begotten God, Word, Lord Jesus Christ.””’

! 1 itfin, Church Fathers, 179.

*2 Kelly, Early Christian Doctrines, 249-51.

% Kelly, Early Christian Doctrines, 238.

* The Chalcedonian Definition, also referred to as the ‘Doctrine of the Hypostatic Union’ or the ‘Two-Nature
Doctrine,” defined that that the Son has two natures in one person and hypostasis, while he is fully man and
fully divine.

% Hardy, Christology, 373.
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1.5 The ‘Firstborn’ as the Wisdom of God

The Logos as the wisdom of God was also the subjéct of much attention in the early
church. Among all the previously quoted verses, Proverbs 8:22 and 25 stand out as the most
often debated in the context of Jesus’ position as firstborn because it closely links the
personification of wisdom of the Hebrew Bible to the incarnate Son of God of the New
Testament. Evidence of this can be found in Qumran® texts, in the Church Fathers,%” and in
Tatian’s Diatesseron. Scriptural support can also be found in 1 Corinthians 1:24 and 30,
where Paul equates Jesus with the wisdom of God, and more importantly, in Matthew 11:19;
12:42; and 23:34 (cf. Luke 11:49) where Jesus makes the same allusion to himself. Because
Proverbs 8:22 has commonly been translated as “The Lord created me at the beginning of his
work,” many have been led to interpret that Jesus is the first created being and that all
creatioﬁ, except for him, has been created through him.

As seen in the previous section, this controversy, which started soon after the death of
the apostles, eventually culminated in the formulation of the creeds at the Councils of Nicaea
and Chalcedon where Jesus was declared as part of the Holy Trinity, co-equal with God the
Father and co-eternal, and as such, begotten of the Father but un-created.

Since much of the controversy hinges on the term ‘firstborn’ as applied to the Son,
and because context must be considered when interpreting any biblical passage, the next
chapter will focus on the context of the term ‘firstborn’ as found in the letter to the
Colossians. Considering the known variants, I will first translate the Greek into English. I
will then synthesize the exegetical findings and opinions of reputable scholars to later

compare these to the doctrinal positions of Stafford, Furuli and the Watchtower.

% See Sirach 24:3, 9.
%7 As in Justin Martyr’s Dialogue with Trypho, Clement’s Stromata and Tertullian’s Against Hermogenes.
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CHAPTER 2:
COLOSSIANS 1:15-20 — TEXTUAL CRITICAL ANALYSIS

2.1 Greek text and known variants

IMPOX KOAOZZAEIZ 1:1-20

TlavAog &méotoAog Xowotob Tnood dux OeArjuatoc Beob kai TypudBeog O
adeAdog toic év KoAoooaic ayiolg kat miotols adeAdoic év Xouotd, XAols UV
Kal elprjvn &mo Beob mATEOG TU@V.

SEvxaplotovpey 1@ Oe matol ToL kvpiov U@V Inood Xowotod mavrtote
TeQl VU@V TRooevXOuevolL, ‘drovoavtes TV mloTv DH@V év Xowot Inoov kai
MV aydrmy flv €xete elg mavTag Tovg ayiovug *dux v EAmida v dmokepuévny
VULV &V TOlg 0VEAVOLGS, T|v Trponovoate év Te Adyw TN aAnBelag Tov ebayyeAiov
5ToL MAEOVTOG €ig DuAg, kabws kai év mavTi T¢) KOoTUW £0TV KAQTOPOQOVLEVOV
Kal avéavouevov kabws kat év Ouly, ad' g Nuéoag Nkovoate kai Enéyvwte TV
xaow oL Oeob v aAnBeiar kabwg EudBete amd Emadoa tod dyamntod
ovvdovAov TMuwv, 6¢ €0ty TOTOG VUTEQ VH@V dudkovog tob Xowotov, %0 kat
dnAwoag ULV TV DUV AYATNV év veduATL

‘Awx ToUTO KAl NUELS, &P’ g Nuéoag Nkovoauev, ob mavdpeda VéQ VROV
TIQOOEVXOUEVOL Kal aitovpevol, tva mAnowOfjte v éntyvwow tod BeArjuatog
avToL &V TAoT) codia kal ovvéoel mvevpaTiky, Pregunatioat aéiwg tod kvpiov
eig maoav doeokeiav, év mavti é0yw Ayab® kapmoPogovvTes kal avEavopevol
M) €mryvawoel o0 0eol, 1év maor) duvduel duvapoVpEVOL KATa TO KQATOS TNS
d6ENG aUToL el maxoav VTTOHOVTV kai pakgoBupiav.

Meta xapac ZedXaQLoTOUVTEG TQ) TATOL TQ) KAVAOOAVTL VUAG E€IG TNV
ueQida toL kKAMEOL TV Ayiwv &v e dwti- Bd¢ éopvoato NuAg €k Thg ¢Eovaiag
TOU 0KOTOUG kai uetéotnoev eig v Pacideiov Tob viod Thg ayanng abtoy, “év @
éxopev TV ATOAVTEWOLV, TNV ADECLY TOV AUAQTIOV:

150¢ ¢oTLv elkwV TOL B0 TOL AoEATOV,
TIEWTOTOKOG TLAONG KTITEWG,

Gt &v avt ExtioBn Té mavta®

&V Tolc 0LEAVOIG KAl €Tl TG YNG,

% According to NA27, ta has been inserted to read as t& wdvta, t& in the following manuscripts: X°A © D?
075. 1881 M vg™®; Eus Lefet.

25



T OQATA KAL TA Adata,

elte Opdvol eite kKvQLOTNTES

elte apxal eite é€ovoiat

!0 ravta Ot avToL KAl ¢ avTOV EKTIoTAL

7xat abTdg E0TLV TIRO TMAVTWYV

KOL T TMAVTA &V aUTQ CUVEOTIKEY,

Brai avtog oty 1) KedaAr) 1oL COUATOS, TNG EKKANOLOG:
0¢ éotvi® aoxr),

TEWTOTOKOG €K' TV VEKQWYV,

tva yévnrat év maowv adtog mEwtedwy,

B3t év avT €VOOKNTEV TRV TO TMATjPWUA KaTowknoat'®
20t O avTOL amokataAAGEaL T tavTa €ig avTdVI,
glgnvomomoag dux ToL aipaTos ToL oTAVEOL AVTOD,

[0V avTOV]'® elte Ta €mi TG V1S

eilte T év TOIg 0VEAVOIG.

2.2 English translation
COLOSSIANS 1:1-20

Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ through God’s will, and the brother Timothy, *to the
saints in Colossae, and to [the] faithful brothers in Christ:'® Grace [be] to you, and peace
from God our Father.

SWe give thanks to God, [the] Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, always praying about
you, *having heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and the love which you have toward all the
holy ones, *because of the hope reserved for you in heaven, of which you previously heard in
the word of truth of the gospel ®which is present among you, just as it is also in all the world,
bearing fruit and increasing, just as [it has been] in you also since the day you heard [of it] and
understood the grace of God in truth; ’just as you learned from Epaphras, our beloved fellow

% The above reading is attested to in P *6 X BW¥6.33.1739. 1881 pc lat, whereas to has been inserted in X*A C
DF G 075 M vg™; Eus Lcf.

1 The ta: has been replaced by &tL in P*.

1% The article n has been inserted in P*B 075. 0278. 6. 104. 1175. 1739. 1881 pc.

102 2¢ has been omitted in P *® &*; I?,

'% Venema suggested a conjectural emendation, replacing -«kficoL by -kiool.

1% Metzger’s Textual Commentary on the NT states that J. J. Griesbach, J. M. A. Scholz and C. F. D. Moule
prefer the reading of abtov.

15 (8% abrod] is present in P*® X A C D' P 048", 33 9 sy bo; Hil but is omitted in B D* F G 1 L 075. 0278.
81.104. 1175. 1241°. 1739. 1881. 2464 al latt sa; Or.

1% Or “to the holy and faithful brothers in Christ in Colossae:’.
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slave, who is a faithful minister of Christ on your'®” behalf, 8[who] also informed us of your
love in [the] Spirit.

®On account of this also, since the day we heard [of it], we have not ceased praying
for you and asking that you may be filled [with] the knowledge of His will in all spiritual
wisdom and understanding,'® “[so that you may| walk in a manner worthy of the Lord,
desiring to please [Him] in every good deed, bearing fruit and increasing in the knowledge of
God, in all power, being strengthened for all steadfastness and patience, according to the
power of His glory.

With joy “’giving thanks'® to the Father, who has qualified''’ you'!! to share in the
inheritance of the saints in [the] light, "*[and] who rescued us from the power of the darkness
and brought [us] into the kingdom of the Son of his love,''? in whom we have the
redemption, the remission of sins; '3

IIHe]"* is a likeness of the invisible God,
firstborn of all creation,
7650 that by'"®> Him all things were created,
in the heavens and on earth,
visible and invisible,
whether thrones or lordships,
or rulers or authorities;
all things were created through Him and in Him;
T7he!'® is before all [things]
and in''” him all [things] hold together.
I81e!18 is the head of the body, the church;
[He]'" is the beginning,
the first-born from the dead,
so that He Himself might come to have first place in all things.
PFor He is well pleased [for] all the fullness to dwell in him
#%and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself,
having made peace through the blood of His cross,
through Him, whether [things] on earth
or [things] in heaven.

197 NOAB states that “other ancient authorities read our”, NT-335.

1% Or “in all wisdom and spiritual discernment’.

19 Or “We joyfully give thanks’.

119 NOAB translates ikavioavt. as ‘enabled’ but states that “other ancient authorities read called”, NT-335.

11 NOAB states that “other ancient authorities read us”, NT-335.

"2 Or “his beloved Son’.

13 NOAB states that “other ancient authorities add through his blood”, NT-335.

"1 Although ‘who’ represents the literal translation of the Greek, it has been replaced by ‘he’ to allow for a

more polished English translation.

15 NOAB translates &v as “in’ but offers that this can read as ‘by’, NT-335.

ii: The word ‘and’ is present in the Greek but has been omitted for a more polished English translation.
Or ‘by’.

iiz The word ‘and’ is present in the Greek but has been omitted for a more polished English translation.
Ibid.
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2.3 Exegesis of Colossians 1:15-20

AUTHORSHIP AND ORIGIN

The authorship of Colossians has also been a subject of debate since the lafe 19"
century,'?” because its style, theology and vocabulary, seems inconsistent with the rest of the
Pauline corpus.121 Some believe that it was written by one of Paul’s disciples, one who was
well familiar with Paul’s teachings.'*? However, the letter itself attests to the author as Paul
(1:1 and 4:18) and since Marcion (c. 150 CE) and Irenaeus (c. 190 CE), among others,'*
spoke of it as being of Paul, there seems to be no real evidence that it ever circulated under
anyone else’s name. Furthermore, this letter was also included in the Chester Beatty codex*®
(or commonly referred to as P*®), a codex which consisted of Pauline Epistles dating from c.
200 CE."** Some propose that the ideas of Christ as Creator and as the fullness of God are
too advanced theologically compared to the rest of the Pauline corpus. However, similarity
can be found in Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians (one of the undisputed letters of Paul)
where he writes that “and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by him.”'?
Therefore, in spite of the lack of unanimity, some scholars continue to advocate in support of

the support the authenticity of the authorship of Paul.'?® Nevertheless, this conclusion does

2% E. T. Mayerhoff rejected Paul is the author of this letter due to what he called ‘non-Pauline’ ideas. Others,

such as Baur followed suit ascribing the ‘heresy’ mentioned in the letter to a later date (New Jerome Biblical
Commentary).

121 See O’Brien, Colossians, Philemon, 40-42, and Patzia, Ephesians, Colossians, Philemon, 8-10 for a list of
arguments.

122 Murray J. Harris, Exegetical Guide to the Greek New Testament, Colossians & Philemon (Nashville, TN:
B&H, 2010), 3.

12 O*Brien, Colossians, Philemon, x1i, lists Irenaeus, Adv Her 3.14.1; Tertullian, De Praescr Haer 7; Clement
of Alexandria, Stom 1.1; Justin , Dialogue 85.2; 138:2, as well as Marcion and the Muratorian canon.

124 For more information on P* see: http:/www.cbl.ie/getdoc/c6212daf-30bd-4c1a-9¢85-2b09839d39d0/1.aspx.
1251 Corinthians 8:6.
126 O’Brien, Colossians, Philemon, xlix, xli-xlii, 42 and Patzia, Ephesians, Colossians, Philemon, 7. See also F.
L. Cross, ed., “Epistle to the Colossians” The Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church (New York: Oxford
University Press. 2005); as well as L. Helyer, “Col. 1:15-20: Pre-Pauline or Pauline?” JETS 26 (1983), 167—
180 and “Cosmic Christology and Col. 1:15-20,” JETS 37 (1994), 235.
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not find unanimity and is generally refered to as a ‘deutero-Pauline Epistle.” Because of this
lack of academic consensus, I will refer to this letter as ‘Pauline’ hereafter.

Although some scholars claimed that this letter was likely written in Ephesus because
of its proximity to Colossae, or in Caesarea because of various people mentioned had
affiliations or had been present in Caesarea, most scholars believe that if Paul is the author,
then this letter would belong in the category of his ‘captivity epistles’ and would have been
written in Rome around 60-61 CE.'*’

Over time, various scholars have suggested that the hymn originated from various
pre-Pauline sources. The following are some thebories128 which have been proposed:

1) From a pre-Christian Gnostic text as proposed, first by Bultmann, then by Kédsemann, but
O’Brien does not agree with this hypothesis because the notion that a redeemer being
incarnated as a man coming to earth in order to reconcile God and mankind is
distinctively Christian.

2) From Rabbinic Judaism as proposed by Burney and Davies because of the similarities to
the Hebrew Bible Genesis creation account and Proverbs 8:22. Although these are
legitimate observations, the church at Colossae was likely mostly Gentile, and therefore,
the rabbinic influences would have not been prominent.

3) From Hellenistic Judaism, as suggested by Schweizer, who claimed that the Gentile
Christians in Colossae were influenced by the Jewish Dispersion who attributed to the
Wisdom of God a central place, but here it was attributed to the incarnate Son, whom
Paul had met personally. Furthermore, contrary to this hymn, there is no evidence of
Christ being the goal of creation in any Jewish material.

Therefore, not only O’Brien, but also Balchin and Helyer'®® conclude that the hymn is
Paul’s on the basis that the theology found in this hymn agrees with that of uncontested

Pauline writings.

127 See Patzia’s arguments in Ephesians, Colossians, Philemon, 10-12 and O’Brien, Colossians, Philemon, xlix-
liv.

128 O’Brien, Colossians, Philemon, 38-40. He refers to E. Kisemann, Essays on New Testament Themes
(London: SCM, 1964), 155-159.; Burney, JTS 27 (1926), 160-77; W.D. Davies, Paul and Rabbinic Judaism.
Some Rabbinic Elements in Pauline Theology. 2™ Ed. (London: SPCK, 1955), 150-52; and E. Schweizer, “Die
Kirche als Lieb Christi in den paulinischen Antilegomena,” Neotestamentica (ed. Schweizer; Ziirich: Zwingli,
1963) 293-316; “Lord of the Nations,” Southeast Asia Journal of Theology 13 (1972), 13-21; “Christ in the
Letter to the Colossians,” RevExp 70 (1973), 451-467, “Col. 1:15-20,” RevExp 87 (1990), 98-99. Refer also to
R. Bultmann, Theology of the New Testament (New York: Scribner’s, 1951), 176.
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PURPOSE OF THE LETTER

In his prelude to the hymn of verses 15-20, the author mentions “Epaphras, our fellow
bond-servant” who likely had visited Paul out of concern for the false teachings that were
threatening the church at Colossae.'*® Later in this letter we can see that the author was aware
that this was the case since in verse 2:4 we read, “I say this in order that no one may delude
you with persuasive argument.”

Although the author of Colossians never clearly states explicitly what was threatening
the recipients of his letter, many scholars claim that the church in Colossae'! was struggling
with false teachings'** which were undermining the faith of its members. According to
Patzia, there were influences from astrology, from Hellenistic Judaism, and from a variety of
‘mystery religions’ which promoted secret teachings and activities.”*> In studying the text
itself and from historical information, scholars have proposed that the Colossian heresy'**
detracted from the finished work of Christ by requiring asceticism (2:20-23) or religious
works, promoted a Greek form of dualism where matter was evil and spirit alone was good,
promoted a syncretic Judaism (2:8-16 and 3:11) mingled with mysticism, along with a
worship of angels (2:18), as well as claiming that a few elect had superior and special
knowledge (2:4-8). Patzia suggests that “one of the dangers of false teaching in any

congregation is that it thwarts God’s plan of inclusivism” because some make themselves to

12 Helyer, Colossians 1:15-20, 179; J. F. Balchin, “Colossians 1:15-20: An Early Christian Hymn? The
Arguments from Style,” Vox Evangelica 15 (1985): 65-94.

130 O’Brien, Colossians, Philemon, Xxx.

Bl An ancient city in Phrygia, in Asia Minor, about 20km South East of Laodicea and near the road leading
from Ephesus to Euphrates, and now near Honaz in Turkey. Patzia explains that although this had once been a
large and wealthy city, by the time Paul wrote this letter, it was no longer due to an earthquake in 61 CE which
decimated it, and it had not been rebuilt. Patzia, Ephesians, Colossians, Philemon, 3.

132 O’Brien, Colossians, Philemon, xxx-xxxviii; Patzia, Ephesians, Colossians, Philemon, 4-1.

133 patzia, Ephesians, Colossians, Philemon, 4-7.

13 For an in-depth discussion of the Colossian heresy, see O’Brien, Colossians, Philemon, Xxx-Xxxviii.
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be a spiritually elect class of believers due to their special revelations, wisdom or legalism.'*

However, the author of Colossians stresses that there are no class distinctions among

believers, regardless of whether they are Jewish or Gentile or whether they are slaves or

free.!36

Therefore, the author wrote to the Colossian believers in response to Epaphras’
concerns, to warn them of this theological distortion and to prevent them from returning to

old superstitions and beliefs (2:16-17), and therefore encourage them with a sound

Christology."’

BOUNDARIES OF THE CHOSEN TEXT

Although the text quoted above, both in the original Greek and in the English
translation, covers the first 20 verses of Colossians, the pericope I have chosen to serve as the
focus for this analysis was limited to verses 15 to 20 due to the historical scholarly opinion
that this consists of a pre-Pauline hymn, a Greek poetic form of writing, inserted by the
author.®® The author used this hymn to answer the Colossian heresy and to emphasize the

cosmic and ecclesiastic pre-eminence of Christ.'*

LITERARY CONTEXT
As mentioned above, verses 15-20 are consistently considered a hymn inserted to

emphacise the Son’s pre-eminence, scholars do not agree on their organization of the content

133 patzia, Ephesians, Colossians, Philemon, 8.

136 Colossians 3:11.

37 Patzia, Ephesians, Colossians, Philemon, 10; O’Brien, Colossians, Philemon, Xxx.
138 O’Brien, Colossians, Philemon, 32; Patzia, Ephesians, Colossians, Philemon, 28.
139 patzia, Ephesians, Colossians, Philemon, 7.
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of the Colossian letter as a whole. In his introduction to the letter of Colossians, O’Brien'*

structured the content as follows:

VERSES} SUMMARY OF CONTENT

1:1-2 Introductory greeting

1:3-8 Thanksgiving: faith-love-hope and the Gospel

1:9-14 An intercession for knowledge and godly conduct

1:15-20 | Christ the Lord in creation and redemption

1:21-23 | Reconciliation accomplished and applied

1:24-2:5 | Paul's mission and pastoral concern

2:6-15 The antidote to error: Christ in all his fullness

2:16-23 | Freedom from legalism

3:1-4 See the things above

3:5-11 Put away the sins of the past

3:12-17 | Put on the graces of Christ

3:18-4:1 | Behaviour in the Christian household

4:2-6 Final admonitions; persistence in prayer and right behaviour toward outsiders

4:7-18 Personal Greetings and instructions

Figure 1 — O’Brien’s divisions of Colossians

On the other hand, Harris'¥ distributes the content into 5 parts, which mirror O’Brian’s

for the first chapter, but differs thereafter:

49 O’Brien, Colossians, Philemon, liv.
141 Harris, Guide to NT, 5.
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' DiVIsSeNs | | sUBIEeT . [ VERSES
Introduction

A Introductory greeting 1:1-2
B Paul's Thankgiving for the Colossians 1:3-8
C Paul’s Intercession for the Colossians 1:9-14
E——EChrist's Workm
A The Supremacy of Christ in Creation and Redemption 1:15-20
B Reconciliation and the Colossians 1:21-23
C Paul's Stewardship of God’s Myster;y 1:24-29
D Paul’'s Spiritual Struggle 2:1-3
1l Error and Its Remedy ' 2:4-3:4
A Warning against Specious Philosophy 2:4-8
B Christ, the Remedy against Error 2:9-15
C Warning against Mystical Legalism 2:16-19
D Consequences of Death with Christ 2:20-23
- |E Consequences of Resurrection with Christ 3:1-4
IV | Exhortation to Holiness 3:5-4:6
A “Putting Off” Vices 3:5-11
B “Putting On” Virtues 3:12-17
C Household Relationships 3:18-4:1
D Prayer and Witness 4:2-6
Vv Personal Notes ' 4:7-18
A Paul's Two Representatives 4:7-9
B Greetings and Final Instructions : 4:10-18

Figure2 — Harris’ divisions of Colossians

The Pauline writer starts his letter in his customary manner, namely by stating the author

and the recipients within his greeting. After opening with thanksgiving for their readers’ faith
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and love, he follows with between an intercessory prayer in which he pleads that his readers

may discern God’s will and that they may be obedient to it.'**

This can only be achieved by
correct understanding, which serves to introduce his main concerns to be discerning of the
true Gospel rather than the errors being disseminated among them.

The hymn pericope, the focus of this thesis, begins by using déscriptions of Jesus
reminiscent of the personification of Wisdom in the Hebrew Bible and Judaism.'** He speaks
of the Son, being the image of the invisible God (verse 15a), who has visibly revealed him in
his incarnation, and who is supreme and Lord over all creation. However, Colossian’s Christ
is different from the Wisdom of the Hebrew Bible because he is not only the originator (‘in
him’ - verse 16a) of creation, the agent (‘through him’ - verse 16b) of creation, but he is also
the ultimate goal (‘for him’ - verse 16b) of creation. The Son is the antecedent of creation
(‘before all things’ — verse 17a), and the sustainer of creation (‘hold together’ — verse 17b).
The hymn adds that not only is he supreme'** over creation but he also has primacy in
resurrection, and hence has preeminence (‘in all things’ — verse 18b) in the original creation,
the new creation, the church, and hence in all things.

The text foilowing the hymn reiterates what the hymn brought forth but then focusses

on the practical application for its readers. The author thereafter alludes to the theological

and pastoral issues that had surfaced in their community, exposing false teachings and

12 See also F.W. Beare, The Epistle to the Colossians. IB (New York: Abingdon, 1955) 158; J. D. G. Dunn, The
Epistles to the Colossians and to Philemon: A Commentary on the Greek Text. NIGTC (Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans and Carlisle, England: Paternoster Press, 1996), 69; S. L. Johnson, “Studies in the Epistle to the
Colossians” BSac 472 (October-December 1961),344 and 474 (April-June 1962),136-8; C. Vaughan,
“Colossians.” In Ephesians-Philemon. Vol. 11, ExpBC, Edited by Frank E. Gaebelein and J. D. Douglas (Grand
Rapids: Zondervan, 1978), 177; W. W. Wiersbe, BEC vol. 2 (Wheaton: Scripture Press, 1989), 110.

143 O’Brien, Colossians, Philemon, 61.

1 F F Bruce, “Colossian Problems.” BSac 562 (April-June 1984), 101-4 and 564 (October-December 1984),
299; Dunn, Colossians and Philemon-Commentary, 92; J. Eadie, Commentary on the Epistle to the Colossians.
CCL, (reprint ed., Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1957), 56; Johnson, Studies in Colossians, 473 (January-March
1962), 15; C. F. D. Moule, An Idiom-Book of New Testament Greek, 2nd ed. (Cambridge: University Press,
1963), 74. Vaughan, Ephesians-Philemon, 182; Wiersbe, BEC, 2:116.
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reminding them of who they were as chosen people set apart for Christ. He ends in practical

admonitions, closing with final greetings and instructions.

STRUCTURE
As mentioned above, this pericope is believed to be a hymn due to its rhythmic

style,'* extensive parallelism,'*

chiasmus, and its linguistic aspects which vary from the
surrounding context. While the preceding verses 12 to 14 display a confessional style as
evidenced by the use of ‘we’ and ‘us,’ the verses following the hymn, verses 21 - 23, uses
direct speech to the Colossians. The hymn itself, however, is focused on exalting the
supremacy of the Son.

As can be seen from the contenf summaries of O’Brien and Harris in the previous
section, the structure of the hymn has been debafted and many have posited various literary
arrangements. According to O’Brien, '*’ Norden originally described it as two strophes, or
stanzas, of different lengths (15-18a, and 18b- 20) because the first part speaks of Christ over
creation, while the second part speaks of Christ and the church, and both parts start with an
introductory ‘who.” Lohmeyer,'*® on the other hand, saw it as two strophes but of equal
lengths, both having seven lines (15-16a, and 18-20), connected by three lines (16f-17).

Kasemann also saw it as having two strophes but of six lines (15-16 and 18b-20), and

connected with verses 16-17f.

' For a summary of the long lasting debate on the structure of the hymn, see O’Brien, Colossians, Philemon,
31-37.

8 Harris, Colossians & Philemon , 37.

O’Brien, Colossians, Philemon, 33. See also W. McCown, “The Hymnic Structure of Colossians 1: 15-20,”
EQ 51.3 (Jul.-Sept. 1979): 156-162.

8 E. Lohmeyer, Die Briefe an die Kolosser und an Philemon (Meyer Comm., 8th ed., 1931). Only slightly
revised in the 9th ed. of 1954.

147
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The following chart demonstrates a sampling of various other scholars and the

structural configurations they proposed:
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Figure 3 - Structure of Colossians

On the other hand, Lamp mentions alternative opinions such as C. F. Burney’s

claiming that Paul was giving a “midrashic exposition” connecting the first word of Genesis

19 Patzia, Ephesians, Colossians, Philemon, 27-8.

139 C. Masson, L ‘épitre de Saint Paul aux Colossiens (Paris: Delachaux & Niestlé, 1950) 105, in J.S. Lamp,
Wisdom in Col. 1 :15-20 : Contribution and Significance. JETS 41/1 (March 1998), 45-53.

131 J. M. Robinson, “A Formal Analysis of Col. 1:15-20,” JBL 76 (1957) 284-286, in Lamp, Wisdom in Col.
1:15,46.

32p_Ellingworth, “Col. 1:15-20 and Its Context,” ExpTim 73 (May 1962) 252-253. , in Lamp, Wisdom in Col.
1:15,46.

13 R. P. Martin, “An Early Christian Hymn,” EvQ 36 (October-December 1964) 196-197; J.-N. Aletti,
Colossiens 1,15-20: Genre et exégése du Texte Function de la Thématique Sapientielle (Rome: Biblical
Institute, 1981). in Lamp, Wisdom in Col. 1 :15, 46.

34D, von Allmen, “Reconciliation du Monde et Christologie Cosmique de II Cor. 5:14-21 a Col.1:15-23,”
RHPR 48 (1968) 39; R. G. Hamerton-Kelly, Pre-existence, Wisdom, and the Son of Man (Cambridge:
Cambridge University, 1973) 168-178; E. Schweizer, “Die Kirche als Lieb Christi in den paulinischen
Antilegomena,” Neotestamentica (ed. Schweizer; Ziirich: Zwingli, 1963) 293-316; “Lord of the Nations,”
Southeast Asia Journal of Theology 13 (1972) 13-21; “Christ in the Letter to the Colossians,” RevExp 70 (1973)
451-467; “Col. 1:15-20,” RevExp 87 (1990) 98-99; W. Mc-Cown, “The Hymnic Structure of Col. 1:15-20,”
EvQ 51 (July-September 1979) 158-161, in Lamp, Wisdom in Col. 1 :15, 46.

135°§. M. Baugh, “The Poetic Form of Col. 1:15-20,” WTJ 47 (1985) 235-242; N. T. Wright, “Poetry and
Theology in Col. 1:15-20,” NTS 36 (1990) 449; Epistles of Paul to the Colossians and to Philemon: An
Introduction and Commentary (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1988) 64—66. in Lamp, Wisdom in Col. 1 :15, 46.

36



(M"wxr73) and applying it to the personification of wisdom in Prov. 8:22.1% Others have
categorized the passage as simple rhythmic prose.'*’

The Pauline author employs various stylistic methods to praise the Lord of creation:'>®

e Repetition
The use of €lte (whether) in verse 16:

b4 ’ b4 /7 b4 b ’ b4 b ’
€lte BpovoL, elte kKupLOTNTEG, €lTe dpyal, €lte Eovolol:
Whether thrones, or dominions or rulers or authorities

e Parallelism'”
Verse 15 and 18:
0¢ €oTLV €elkav He is the image
0c éaTLv dpyn He is the beginning

Verse 15 and 18:

PWTOTOKOC TOONG KTLOEWC firstborn of all creation
TPWTOTOKOG €K TRV VKPRV firstborn from the dead

Verse 16 and 19:

0 mowte 8L ahtod All things through him
0 mavte e€lg adTov All things into him

Verse 17 and 18:

Kol adTog €OTLY PO TAVTWY And He is before all things
kol adTOg €0TLY T KedoAn) And he is the head of the body

16 1 amp, Wisdom in Col. 1:15, 46.

7 F. F. Bruce, “Colossian Problem Pt. 2: The Christ Hymn of Col. 1:15-20,” BSac 41 (April-June 1984) 99—
111; F. F. Bruce, The Epistle to the Colossians, to Philemon, and to the Ephesians (NICNT; Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, 1984) 55-56; M. J. Harris, Colossians and Philemon, 41-42; O’Brien, Colossians, Philemon , 32—
37.

138 See O’Brien, Colossians, Philemon, 32-37; Balchin, Colossians 1:15-20, 65-94.

1% Balchin, Colossians 1:15-20; O’Brien, Colossians, Philemon, 36; see also L.R. Helyer, Collosians 1:15-20,
169.
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Relative clauses are followed by subordinate clauses introduced with the word 8t

(for or because) in verse 16 and 19:

OTL &v alt® éktiodn For by Him were created (all things)

4 b 3 -~ ) 14 . T .

OTL €V ahT@ €DOOKTOEV For in Him he was well pleased
Chiasmus

Two examples are seen in verse 16. The first shows two lines chiastically laid out
synonymously, whereas the second is an explanation of t& mavta (all things):160

OTL &v adT@ éktiobn To mavTa
to mowte 6L odtod Kol el odTOV EKTLOTOL

For by Him all things were created
All things were created by him, and for him

v Tolc odpavolc kal T& €ml Thg YAg
0 OPaTO Kl TO GOpaTo
In the heavens and on earth
Visible and invisible
Inclusio
O’Brien suggests that the repetition of the word t& mavta (all things) and the verb
éxtiotal (created) in the last line is an example of inclusio, or encircling, because it
ties the second chiasmus above to the first.*® Since ‘all things were created’ occurs at

the beginning and end of the verse, everything in between draws attention to the

completeness of the things created by him.

O’Brien, Colossians, Philemon, 37. For a more in-depth discussion on the chiastic structure, see J. P. Heil,
Colossians: Encouragement to Walk in All Wisdom As Holy Ones in Christ (Atlanta, GA: Society of Bible
Literature, 2010), 13-32.

O’Brien, Colossians, Philemon, 37.
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VOCABULARY

One of the reasons that scholars claim that Paul inserted this hymn within his letter is
the presence of hapax legomena, or words and series of words that are not found elsewhere
in the NT.'®? Balchin and O’Brien lists the following examples: 6potd'® (visible, in v.16),
Opbrol’® (thrones, v.16), kupLétnrec'® (dominions, v.16), mpwredwy (having first place,

v.18), «katoikfioar'® (to dwell, v.19),  dmokotarrdEar'®’

(to reconcile, v.20) and
elpnvomolfioag (making peace, v.20). Of these, only opatd, mpwredwy and eipnvonoLrioac are
not seen elsewhere, although they were available in the LXX in the time of Paul’s writings.
Balchin also maintains that cuvéotnkev (v.17) is not used in the sense of ‘cohere’ elsewhere
in Paul, and that he does not use the term apyf (v.18) elsewhere of Christ.'® However, as
Balchin points out, Paul was quite familiar with the LXX since he regularly quoted it, and
there are therefore no reasons why Paul would not feel free to use any words that more aptly
expressed his intent.

In addition, there are a number of other words that Paul normally uses but are absent

from this letter, such as vépoc (law), dmokaivig (revelation), or kavydopatr (to boast), but

considering the reason for Paul’s letter, it seems plausible that various subjects or themes

*2 Balchin, Colossians 1:15-20, 65-94.

1% dpactd is not found anywhere else in the NT but is in the LXX and therefore would have been available to
Paul. On the other hand, Paul uses its antonym, &6pate in Romans 1:20, dopdrtov in Colossians 1:15, and
&opatov in Hebrews 11:27.

184 The word for throne is also found in Matthew 5 :34; 19 :28; 25 :31; Luke 1:32, 52; Hebrews 4 :16;
Revelation 2 :13; 4 :4; and 12 :5 but not in other Pauline writings. However it was also widely used in the LXX
and available to Paul. ‘

1 The word is also found in 2Peter 2:10 and Jude 8 and in Ephesians 1:21 in reference in reference to
authority.

1% There are many instances of the word found in the NT such as Mt 2:23; 12:45; 23:21; Lk 13:4; Ac 1:19; 20;
2:5;2:14; 7:2, 4a,48; 17:24, 26; 22:12; Eph 3:17; Col 2:9; Heb 11:9; 2 Pt 3:13; Rev 3:10; 17:2; 8.

%7 This verb dmokatoaAAdEal found here in the infinitive aorist active is also found in Colossians 1:22
(dmokatiAdeev) in indicative aorist active, and in Ephesians 2:16 (&mokotaAAdEy) in the subjunctive aorist
active. Balchin notes that Paul also used the uncompounded word (kateAldoow) elsewhere in 1Cor. 7:11, 2Cor.
5:18, 19,20 and Rom. 5:10.

18 Balchin, “Colossians,” 71-2.
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used by him elsewhere in his writings did not get included here if it was not relevant to his

topic.

IMAGES AND METAPHORS

Paul regularly used metaphors to ensure that his theology was understood. For

example, he used athletic metaphors'® to explain the struggles of living a Christian life. The

following expressions are the metaphors or images used by the Pauline author in this

pericope:

The image (of the invisible God)

The firstborn of all creation:

The head of the body:

The beginning:

The firstborn from the dead:

In the incarnate Son, God gave mankind a physical
representation of His very being in whom they could
relate. Hebrews 1:3 explains that “He is the radiance of
His glory and the exact representation of His nature.”

Reminds readers that in the Hebrew Bible, God had
chosen the nation of Israel as his firstborn, a
designation which implied that their redemption and
their inheritance.

Our physical heads are the motor that runs the body;
without our head, our bodies would be lifeless matter.
Similarly, the church or community of believers needs
Christ as head to direct its every move, and without him
it cannot survive or exist. He is also the source of
wisdom and guidance.

Because this word is paired with ‘firstborn from the
dead,” the author was contrasting the original creation,
of which the Son was Creator, with the new creation,
born of Spirit, now provided by means of his sacrifice
on the cross. '

He is the first to resurrect to a glorified body and
offered this privilege to all those who would accept his
gift of redemption.

19 Heb. 12:1, Phil. 2:!6, Gal. 2:2 and 5:7 as well as 2Tim. 4:7 speak of a running a race.
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Fullness:

Peace through the blood:

His cross:

As a full-fledged but sinless man, Christ died and
resurrected to redeem mankind and reconcile us to God
and open the way to restore creation to its original
condition of unity between the spiritual and physical
realms. The creator came to redeem his creation.

Although it is clear that blood in itself cannot give
peace, the blood of the Son’s sacrifice permitted
mankind to be reconciled to God and thus make peace
between mankind and a just God. It also gave the
believer the assurance of his redemption, of the
forgiveness of sins, and therefore real peace of the
knowledge of his eternal destiny.

The author used Jesus’ method of execution, namely his
crucifixion, as a symbol of his sacrifice for the
redemption of mankind. It also represents the
responsibility that his followers are also expected to

carry.

As can be seen in this chapter, it was important to execute an exegetical analysis of

this pericope in order to examine whether the Watchtower’s claim that the ‘firstborn of

creation’ must unequivocably imply that the Son of God was the first of God’s created order,

through whom all other things were created thereafter. However, as can be seen above, the

inclusion of the hymn of verses 15-20 within the context of this Colossian letter was intended

to dispel misunderstandings as to the position of the Son and to exalt his supremacy. In the

next section, I will consider the supremacy of the Son in light of the term ‘firstborn’ and how

various scholars define the Son’s position, in the context of the body of Scriptures.
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CHAPTER 3:
FIRSTBORN — A CONTEMPORARY ASSESSMENT

Since the early nineteenth century, the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society (WBTS),
the organization which disseminates the doctrines, teachings and publications for all
Jehovah’s Witnesses, have always claimed that they have, more than anyone else, tried to
adhere to the Word of God most faithfully. They present Jesus as firstborn but as first of all
creation, through whom all other things were created. They insist that the Scriptures do not
state that Jesus is part of a trinity and nor that he is eternal, as mainstream Christianity
professes. As mentioned above, they offer a variety of scriptures to support that Jesus is the
first created being, and that he is the only begotten Son of God, but not God Himself. They
agree that once the Son was created, all other things, whether visible or invisible, were

170

created through him and for him."”™ (Refer to Appendix 9 for WBTS’s doctrinal claims

regarding the Son.)

3.1 Firstborn as Pre-Eminent

A plethora of scholars since the Church Fathers, and more specifically since the birth
of various New Religious Movements in the late nineteenth century, have debated whether or
not the Son of God is the eternal Son of God, who always existed with the Father. They claim
that Colossians 1:15 clearly establishes him as having supremacy over all things, including
the physical universe but also the invisible spiritual realm. In 1984, Arthur Patzia clearly
summarized his position by stating that the purpose of this passage was “to establish the
supremacy or the preeminence of Christ in all things.”"’' In 1986, N. T. Wright explained

that the author of Colossians had purposely applied the ‘Wisdom of God’ to Jesus. When

' For an in-depth expose of the WBTS’s teachings, refer to Reasoning from the Scriptures, 1989.
1V Patzia, Colossians, 29.
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speaking specifically of the term ‘firstborn’, Wright understands it as conveying a temporal
sense but also implying rank. He adds that “temporal priority does not imply that the pre-
existent Son of God is merely (emphasis mine) the first created being. It is in virtue of
(Wright’s emphasis) this eternal pre-eXistence that the Son of God holds supreme rank.”
Although describing the Son as eternally pre-existent, one gets the sense that Wright is being
careful about his position, since he adds that “He is not simply part of the created world
itself. All that God made, he made by means of him.”'’? From these statements, it is not clear
whether Wright sees the Son as the first created being or as excluded from creation and co-

existent and co-eternal with the Father. In 1997, Ironside!”

pointed out that if Jesus was not
the eternal Son, there could not be an Eternal Father. He proposed that ‘firstborn’ is not only
a divine title, but that it is due to the incarnation that the Father now acknowledges him as
such, because he is the heir. In his Exegetical Guide to the Greek New Testament: Colossians
and Philemon, Murray J. Harris suggested that “if Paul had believed that Jesus was the first
of God’s creatures to be formed, the adjective protoktistos or protogonos (‘created first’) or
protoplastos (‘formed first”) might have been expected instead of prototokos.” ™

Various passages have been used to support that Jesus is the pre-eminent ruler over
all creation and as such is uncreated and eternal. Those ascribing to this opinion quote Psalms
89:27 to show that David also was not the firstborn of his family but was made such by

God’s election. The following are additional verses which have been used to justify this

position:

172 Wright, Colossians, 71-75.
3 H_.A. Tronside, Colossians. Ironside Commentaries (Baltimore: Loiseaux, 1997), 34-37.
174 Harris, Exegetical Guide to NT, 40.
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e Numbers 3:12 — “I hereby accept the Levites from among the Israelites as
substitutes for all the firstborn (712277) that open the womb among the Israelites.
The Levites shall be mine.”

e Hebrews 1:6 — “And again, when he brings the firstborn (mpwtdtokov) into the
world, he says, ‘Let all God’s angels worship him.”

e Revelation 1:5 “Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn (mpwtdrokog) of
the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.”

e Colossians 1:18 “He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the
firstborn (mpwtdtokog) from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in
everything.”

In the verses quoted above, Numbers 3:12 points to the Levites as being elected as
firstborn instead of those who would be rightfully such by birth. Hebrews 1:6 demonstrates
that since Jesus as firstborn is granted the worship of angels then he must be divine and
superior to them, recognizing also that none other than God is deserving of worship. As for
Revelation 1:5, the author suggests that Jesus is the ruler and hence superior to all the kings

of the earth. Lastly, Colossians 1:18 explains that since Jesus is to have ‘first place in

everything,” he is the firstborn in the sense that he has supremacy over all.
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3.2 Firstborn as First Created Being

Not all modern and contemporary scholars agree with the above interpretation.
Several scholars such as Walter Bauer, Bart Ehrman and Elaine Pagels, have proposed that
the mainstream church tradition which was upheld siﬁce the Nicene Creed was not
necessarily because it was the undisputed truth, but rather because in the end it was the
position of the strongest or the most vocal, the victors, who won over and dictated the
tradition which survived to this day within the mainstream Christian communities.'”

Since the mid-1980s, Greg Stafford!”® and Rolf Furuli!”’ have sided with the WBTS
on several issues of interpretation. Stafford specifically published a book entitled Jehovah’s
Witnesses Defended in which he argued in great detail, in defense of the WBTS’s doctrines,
and against the theological writings of a variety of scholars, especially those of Robert
Bowman and Ed Komoszewski.'”

When specifically discussing the Son as firstborn, Stafford countered Harris’
suggestion that Paul could have used ‘mpwtoktiotog’ if he wanted the reader to understand
that the Son was the first created being by stating that ‘mpwtoktiotog’ could not have been
used by Paul, since this term only started being used popularly in the second and third
centuries.!” Stafford, in agreement with the Watchtower, claims that Jesus is God’s Son

among other sons, and that although he is divine, he is not the Almighty God himself, but

rather the first created being, through whom all the rest of creation has come into being.

1> Ehrman, Lost Christianities, 161; Kostenberger, Heresy of Orthodoxy, 24; Alister McGrath, Heresy: A
History of Defending the Truth. (New York: Harper One, 2010), 73-75.

176 Stafford, Jehovah’s Witnesses Defended; Furuli, Theology and Bias.

77 Furuli, Theology and Bias.

178 Stafford is specifically arguing against the claims made in R. M. Bowman and J. E. Komoszewski, Putting
Jesus in His Place: The Case for the Deity of Christ (Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel, 2007).

17 Stafford, Jehovah’s Witnesses Defended, 388.
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Nine scriptural passages (Proverbs 8:22-25, John 1:3, John 14:28, John 17:22, Acts
2:36, Romans 8:29, 1 Cor. 8:5-6, Heb. 1:2 and Revelation 3:14) have been used to support
the theory that Jesus is subordinate to the Father, and that although he is the Son of God, and
mediator of creation, he is nevertheless the first created of all other created beings. Let us

consider these to see if they unequivocally claim that the Son must be a created being;:

1) Proverbs 8:22-25

’TR?J 1"'73]5?3 l:l'!P 1277 NWRY ‘JJP 'H‘T‘
KUPLOG €KTLOEV [E GpyTV 866V abrob elc €pya adtod

’(‘1&"‘?3'1‘??3 !DRWD n3|l D‘?WD
PO Tod aidvog e@euehwoev pe év apxi

# oma1 ninwn TRz neoin nmhn- TR2

PO TOD ‘CT]V Yiv ‘ITOLT]OOLL kol mpO Tod Ta¢ &Bdocoug molfical TpO Tod
TPOEABETY TG TMYOC TAV LOATWY

2 PS5 niva) web want omn 0w

PO TOD Opn eépocoenval, Tpd & TAVTWY Bouviy YEVVRL e

This passage discusses the benefits of wisdom. Verse 12 specifies the speaker as

the personification of wisdom."® The controversial words in these verses are "J_JJ?\ in the
Hebrew, which has been translated as étioév in the Greek LXX in verse 22, i)
(Heb.) or éBeperiwoér (Gr.) in verse 23, and "I_-'\‘?I'?ﬁﬂ (Heb.) or yevvg (Gr.) in verse 25.

Considering that translation is always a process of interpretation, the choice of words can

have a profound difference in the meaning to the reader.

18 proverbs 8:12 reads “I, wisdom, live with prudence, and I attain knowledge and discretion.”
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The NRSV translation reads:

The Lord created me at the beginning of his work, the first of his acts of long
ago. 23Ages ago | was set up, at the first, before the beginning of the earth.
**When there were no depths 1 was brought forth, when there were no springs
abounding with water. *’Before the mountains had been shaped, before the hills, I
was brought forth—italics mine).

In verse 22, the difficulty arises from the LXX which translated the Hebrew word

P as értioév in the Greek, and the latter is generally translated as ‘created.’

Athanasius, to prevent his readers from misunderstanding this passage, explained that this
referred to the Son in his incarnation.
However, looking at the pre-LXX Hebrew text, verse 22 uses the word 3]

T\

181

which can be translated as ‘created,” or ‘acquired.” In most Hebrew Bible verses, ° the

word for ‘created’ is 3. On the other hand, the word 73P is only used on one other
occasion,'®” and refers to acquiring or redeeming as with slaves or property. Bruce

Vawter'® concluded that he saw “no compelling evidence from the OT texts to indicate”

that the Hebrew word )P should be translated as ‘created.” Therefore, it seems more

plausible that the rendering in this verse should read as ‘The Lord possessed me’ rather

than ‘The Lord created me.’

The Hebrew word "N2®) in verse 23 is said to mean ‘to weave,” ‘to be poured

out,” but also ‘installed’ or ‘anointed’ as applying to a king or prince. The Greek mp0 0D

al@dvog éBepedinoéy pe év apxi) can be translated as ‘I was established from everlasting,

¥l Gen.1:1, 1:21, 1:27, 2:4, 5:1, 5:2, 6:7, Deut. 4:32, Ps. 89:12, 89:47, 104:30, 148:5, Isa, 40:26, 41:20, 42:5,
43:1,43:7,45:8, 45:12, 45:18, 48:7, 54:16, Jer. 31 :22, Eze. 21 :30, 28 :13, 28 :15 and Mal. 2 :10.

2 Deut. 32:6.

'8 Bruce Vawter, “Prov. 8:28: Wisdom and Creation,” JBL 99 (1980), 213. He later reiterated the same
conclusion in “Yahweh: Lord of the Heavens and Earth,” CBQ 48.3 (1986), 463.
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in the beginning,” and resonates of John 1:1 which states that ‘the Word was in the
beginning.”'**

And lastly, in verse 25, the verb "n‘;f;ﬂn, a polal perfect verb in the 1st person

common singular, is said to mean ‘I was brought to birth’ or ‘I was brought to trembling.’
Besides Proverbs 8, where it is generally translated as ‘brought forth’, only one other
instance of this usage is found in Psalm 51:7, where it is similarly rendered. The Greek
text reads as ‘mp0 ToD dpn €dpacbfivaL PO St mavTwY Pouwdv Yewwd Le’ where €5palw
can be translated as ‘to make to sit or place.’

Interestingly, Stafford proposed that although Proverbs 8:12 reads: “I, wisdom,
dwell with prudence,” the ‘wisdom’ spoken of here is not used in the same manner as
‘prudence’ of that verse, because the first is a personal being whereas the latter is a
impersonal attribute. He adds that “there is only one other being who in the Bible shares
the same descriptions given to Wisdom in Proverbs 8, and that is the Word, who becam¢
Jesus of Nazareth.”'®> As supporting evidence, he shows the following verses which are
said of Wisdom in Proverbs 8 and which are applied to Jesus in the NT: (This chart is
adapted from Saffords on page 410, where the verses shown are his chosen parallels and

where my bolding represent the descriptions which are applied to Jesus in the NT.)

18 However, on page 371, Stafford argues that ‘in the beginning’ as seen in Genesis 1:1 and in John 1:1 does
not mean that the Son existed ‘before’ the beginning.
185 Stafford, Jehovah's Witnesses Defended, 409.
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WISDOM OF PROVERBS |

Proverbs 8:22 —“The Lord
possessed me at the
beginning of His way,
Before His works of old.”

Colossians 1:15 - And He is the image of the invisible God,
the first-born of all creation.

Revelation 3:14 -The Amen, the faithful and true Witness, the
Beginning of the creation of God,

Proverbs 8:23-26 —“From
everlasting | was
established, from the
beginning, from the
earliest times of the earth
.. while He had not yet
made the earth.”

John 1:1 - In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God.

John 17: - “And now, glorify Thou Me together with Thyself,
Father, with the glory which | had with Thee before the world
was.”

Proverbs 8:30 —“Then |
was beside Him, as a
master workman; And |
was daily His delight,
Rejoicing always before
Him,”

John 1:3 - All things came into being by Him, and apart
from Him nothing came into being that has come into being.

Hebrews 1:2 - In these last days has spoken to us in His Son,
whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He
made the world.

1Corinthians 8:6 - Yet for us there is but one God, the Father,
from whom are all things, and we exist for Him; and one Lord,
Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we exist through
Him.

Proverbs 8:30 — “Then |
was beside Him, as a
master workman; And |
was daily His delight,
Rejoicing always before
Him,”

Luke 3:22 - and the Holy Spirit descended upon Him in bodily
form like a dove, and a voice came out of heaven, “Thou art
My beloved Son, in Thee | am well-pleased.”

John 3:35 — “The Father loves the Son, and has given all
things into His hand.”

John 5:20 — “For the Father loves the Son, and shows Him
all things that He Himself is doing;”

John 17:24 —“Father, | desire that those also, whom you have
given me, may be with me where | am, to see my glory, which
you have given me because you loved me before the
foundation of the world.”

Proverbs 8:31 — “Rejoicing
in the world, His earth, And
having my delight in the
sons of men.”

John 3:16 - For God so loved the world, that He gave His
only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not
perish, but have eternal life.

John 10:17 — “For this reason the Father loves Me, because |
lay down My life that | may take it again.”

1 Timothy 2:5-6 - For there is one God, and one mediator also
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, ® who gave
Himself as a ransom for all, the testimony borne at the
proper time.

Proverbs 8:35 — “For he
who finds me finds life,
And obtains favor from the
Lord.”

John 14:6 - said to him, “l am the way, and the truth, and the
life; no one comes to the Father, but through Me.”

John 17:3 —“And this is eternal life, that they may know Thee,
the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom Thou hast sent.”

Figure 4 - Stafford's Prov. 8 and Jesus
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However, if Stafford can use this evidence to prove that Wisdom is in fact the
Word, then we must apply the same reasoning to demonstrate that the Son is God because
of the multitude of biblical passages in the NT applied to Jesus which were direct

parallels to those of the Hebrew Bible which described the Almighty God. For a list of

examples, see Appendix 9 - Titles and Attributes of God (;71/7°) Applied to Jesus.

The NWT’s translation is noteworthy:

22«Jehovah himself produced me as the beginning of his way, the earliest of his
achievements of long ago. BFrom time indefinite I was installed, from the start,
from times earlier than the earth. *When there were no watery deeps I was
brought forth as with labor pains, when there were no springs heavily charged
with water. 2Before the mountains themselves had been settled down, ahead of
the hills, I was brought forth as with labor pains.”

It is interesting that although the WBTS seem to have translated this passage
using the words ‘produced,” ‘installed’ and ‘brought forth’ rather than ‘created’ as many
others have done, they have chosen to insert ‘as with labor pains’ without the use of

brackets.
Considering all the alternatives, a plausible translation could read as:

22«The Lord possessed me, the beginning of His way, before His works of old.
“From everlasting I was established, from the beginning, from the earliest times
of the earth. 2*When there were no depths I was brought forth; when there were no
springs abounding with water. *Before the mountains were settled, before the
hills I was brought forth;”

Regardless of the translation used, Bock & Fanning'®® sum it up quite articulately:

“The hymn in Col. 1:15-20 is utilized by Paul to present Christ as the hypostasis
of the divine wisdom in whom, through whom, and for whom the whole universe
was brought into being. It does this, as do other New Testament writings, by
interpreting the Old Testament Creation and Fall passages Christologically. In this
case it does so by interpreting the creation accounts of Genesis by the eulogy to a
personified divine wisdom in Prov 8:22-31.”

18 D, L. Bock and B. M. Fanning, Eds., Interpreting the New Testament Text: Introduction to the Art And
Science of Exegesis (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books, 2006), 427.
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2) John 1:3

mavte 6U” adtod €yéveto, kol xwplg adTod éyéveto odde €v & yéyover

All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into

being.

If not even one thing ever came into being without him, it seems logical that there
is no exception, or else the verse would state it as ‘except for him, not one thing came
into being.” Stafford claims that wherever we find the mention of ‘all things’ being
subject to the Son, or coming into being through / for / by the Son, it must refer only to
the physical and material universe. However, this would be inconsistent with Colossians
1:16 which expands on this to include ‘all’ that exists, whether visible or invisible, even

spiritual powers.

3) John 14:28

AKovooTe OTL €y elmov LUV Umayw kol épyopal mpOC VUBC. €l Myomdté ue
éxapnre v OTL Topedopal TPOG TOV TaTép, OTL O Tathp pellwy pod éotiy.

If you loved me, you would rejoice that I am going to the Father, because the

Father is greater than 1.

The WBTS' use this verse as supporting evidence that the Son cannot be
considered on equal footing as the Father as part of a Triune God since he himself states
that the Father is greater (uel{wv) than he is. Although most translations, if not all, are

consistent in rendering pellwv as ‘greater,” most theologians also are in agreement that

187 WBTS, “Jesus Christ.”” Insight on the Scriptures, Vol. 1 (NY: WBTS, 1988), 54; Jehovah’s Witnesses:
Proclaimers of God’s Kingdom, 1993, 144; You Can Live Forever in Paradise on Earth, 1982, 57-68.
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this is making reference to Jesus’ temporary limitations while he humbled himself and
took on the form of a man;188
Stafford, however, tries to prove this by claiming the Son must be a lesser being

because the Father “never speaks like this”'®

anywhere in the Hebrew Bible and adds
that “the notion of ‘servitude’ surely conveys the idea that the one who is the ‘servant’ is
lesser than the one whom he serves.”®® However, Jesus served his disciples, and he
impressed this on them when he washed their feet. He also said at various times that the

Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve.'”!

Does that imply that Jesus was
inferior to his disciples? Certainly not. Rather, it means that when the Son had emptied

himself to be incarnated as a man, he made himself subject to the Father.

4) John 17:22

KGyo thy 80k v 8édwkdg poL Sédwka adtole, Tva oLy v kabng fuelc v
The glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they may be one, as
we are one.

The WBTS argue that if the Son is God, he cannot receive glory from Himself.
However, in John 17:1, the incarnate Son, soon to be crucified, was praying to the Father,
asking to be glorified so that he in turn might glorify the Father. In verse 5, he asks that he
may regain the glory that he once had prior to his incarnation and even “before the world
began.” He is therefore referring to the glory that the incarnate Son would receive as a result

of his faithfulness unto death and his resurrection.

188 Philippians 2:6-8.

18 Stafford, Jehovah’s Witnesses Defended, 252.
10 Ibid, 333.

1 Matthew 20:28,Luke 22:27.
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Some might also argue that this verse shows that the relationship between Jesus and
God is the same as other believers so that both are ‘one’ with the Father. But verse 11
explains that it is through the power of God’s name that they are one or in unity. This is made
even clearer in verses 20-21 since it is through the message or the Gospel that they are

unified.

5) Acts2:36
aoparde odv yvwokétw Tag olkog Topamd Ot kal klpLov adtdv kol xpLotov
émoinoer 6 Bedg, Tobtov TOV Incody Ov uelg E0TOLPWORTE.
Therefore let all the house of Israel know for certain that God has made Him both
Lord and Christ -- this Jesus whom you crucified.

The contentious word is the verb émoinsev which is understood as ‘produced’ or
‘made.” But this verse does not state that ‘God made Jesus,’ but rather that ‘God appointed
him Lord and Christ.” Stafford uses this verse to prove that the Son is not God because it
cannot be said of the Father that anyone appointed Him. Although this is true, this
appointment came as a result of the Son’s incarnation and faithfulness to fulfill his
redemption plan. Stafford'** also cautions his readers to not confuse the word ‘Lord’ when
used for the Father and when used for the Son because although the word appears to bé the
same, it is not implying the same level of exaltation. Furuli proposes the same argument
adding that although the word k¥pioc is used for both, and therefore indistinguishable, the
Hebrew words quoted from the Hebrew Bible were not the same.

In Acts 2:21, Peter was clearly quoting Joel 2:32 which says “everyone who calls on

the name of the Lord (k0prog in the Greek but MM in the Hebrew) shall be saved.” Peter

192 Stafford, Jehovah’s Witnesses Defended, 128, 396-7.
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continued by saying (verse 34) that David spoke of this Lord when he said “The Lord Lord
(kOptoc) said to my Lord Lord (x0prog), “Sit at my right hand” and (verse 36 quoted above)
“God has made Him both Lord and Christ,” making sure that his audience was clear that
whoever Joel spoke of in the Hebrew Bible was clearly applied to the Lord Jesus who had
been crucified. Romans 10:9-10 also makes the same point that it is necessary to believe that
“Jesus is Lord” (k0pLog) to be saved.

2Corinthians 6:16 reads that God (6 6edc) dwells in men, whereas Romans 8:10 states
that the Christ (Xpiotdg) dwells in men. There is no confusion here since the word Lord
(k0prog) is not even used. (See Appendix 10 for Hebrew Bible texts applied to Jesus in the
NT.) Furthermore, Jude 1:4 clearly reads that Jesus is “our only Master and Lord, Jesus

Christ,” (kbpLov fudv Inoodv Xpiotov) demonstrating that there is no other.

6) Romans 8:29

OTL 0olg TPoéyvw, Kol TpowpLoer ouppdpdoug Thg elkdvoc tod viod adtod, elc To
elval adtov mpwtdrtokov &v moArolc ddeAdolc:

For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his

Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.

The WBTS claim that since the Son was one among many brothers, he cannot be
the creator but part of creation as the rest of his brothers are. Stafford states that “Jesus is
“the firstborn of many brothers” apparently because he is the first “image” after whom

God patterned those who will similarly be “gloriﬁed.”193

193 1bid, 395.
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In Your Will be Done on Earth,"* the WBTS claim that only the 144,000 ‘spirit-
anointed class’ are brothers with Christ, have the hope of being conformed to the image
of the Son, and will rule with Christ as kings and priests for a thousand years.'”> Hence,
there are two classes of believers, and those not part of the 144,000 anointed believers,
although believers also, have no hope of becoming brothers of Christ. So, although there
is no partiality with God,'*® even if Jesus is one among many brothers, it is clear that the
‘brothers’ are not all equal in the sight of the WBTS.

To refute the claim that Jesus is simply one ‘among many brothers,” Bowman
makes an interesting point in emphasizing that in his incarnation, Jesus referred to his
Father as ‘my Father’ and taught his disciples to pray to ‘our Father,” but specifies that
Jesus “never speaks of God as “our Father” where “our” refers to Jesus and his
disciples.”™’ He adds that this is made even clearer in John 20:17 because Jesus there
enunciates the distinction:

Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the

Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and

your Father, to my God and your God.””

He could have simply said ‘our Father’ and ‘our God’ if Jesus considered himself

as a son among many others.

94 WBTS, Your Will be Done on Earth (Brooklyn, NY: WBTS, 1958), 43.

195 Revelation 20:6.

196 >Chronicles 9:7, Job 32:21, 34:19, Luke 20:21.

197 R. M. Bowman, Jehovah's Witnesses (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1995), 27.
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7) 1 Cor. 8:5-6

Kal yap €lnep eloiv Aeylpevor Beot, €lte &v odpovd €lte éml yfic Gomep elolv

Beol moAdol, ki kOpLoL moAdol &AL Muiv €lg Bedc 6 mathp, € oD TH TAVTO,

kol Muelg elg adtév: kol €lg kipLog ‘Incodg xpLotdc, SL” ob T& movte, kol Tuelc

81" adtod.

Indeed, even though there may be so-called gods in heaven or on earth—as in fact

there are many gods'*® and many lords—yet for us there is one God, the Father,

from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ,
through whom are all things and through whom we exist.

The WBTS' insist that since there are many gods (lowercase ‘g’), Jesus can be a
‘god’ but not the Altmighty God. However, if it can be proved that Jesus is an integral
part of the Triune Almighty One True God, then he cannot be considered in this ‘god’
category, which would make him a false God, and deserving of God’s judgment.’”’ (See
Appendix 10 for passages speaking of the Altmighty God in the Hebrew Bible and
applied to Jesus in the NT.)

Furuli states that “only when more than one god is worshiped in a religious sense
can we speak of polytheism, and only when one supreme god is worshiped and the
worshiper believes in the existence of other gods in a religious sense can we speak of
henotheism.”?”! Therefore, if Jesus is to receive worship, as is dictated in Hebrews 1:6,

and as confirmed by Stafford,”® and if he is not the one True God, can we accuse

Jehovah’s Witnesses of polytheism or henotheism?°%

18 Referring to Psalms 82:1-6 and John 10:34-5.

19 WBTS, Reasoning from the Scriptures, 213.

2% Exodus 20:3 (You shall have no other gods before me); Exodus 34:14 (for you shall worship no other god,
for the Lord, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God);

201 Byruli, Theology and Bias,207.

292 Stafford, Jehovah’s Witnesses Defended, 424.

2% «Henotheism, from the Greek word meaning ‘one,’ is the belief in a single god without asserting that he is
the only god.” The term was coined by F. M. Miiller (1823-1900), professor of comparative philology at
Oxford. “Henotheism.” Online Etymology Dictionary. Douglas Harper, Historian. 2012. [Cited 18 August,
2012]. Online: http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/henotheism.
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8) Heb. 1:2

b b b ’ -~ € -~ / b ’ € -~ b A~ ) b4 ’
€T &0YATOL TGOV TUEPAY TOUTWY EAGANCEV MULY &V vlg, OV €Bnker kAnpovéuov
TovTwy, 81” 00 Kol émoinoer Tolg al®dvog:

But in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all

things, through whom he also created the worlds (or ages).

Furuli claims that “the Logos is God’s ‘only-begotten’ Son, one of his heavenly
‘S/sons’ who was ‘with’ him in the beginning, and used by God to create ‘all things.’
Indeed, all things’ were not only made ‘through’ him but they were even made ‘for
him,’ (italics his) as he is the ‘heir of all things.”” *** This implies that since all things
were created by him, through him and for him, it stands to reason that he is the
rightful heir of all things, especially considering Jewish customs on the firstborn
rights of inheritance.

However, it is because of his faithfulness in his incarnation that the Son has been
appointed heir of all things, and since in his incarnation, he redeemed many, those
also are co-heirs with him. This does not make them equal to the Son, but adopted as

God’s children and therefore redeemed from mankind.

9) Revelation 3:14

b 4 4

Kol 1@ dyyélw tfic & Acodikelq €kkAnolag ypdpov: Tade Aéyer 6 qunv, 6
HapTUG O MOTOG Kol GANBLYOG, T dpxT TAg KTloewg oD Beod:

And to the angel of the church in Laodicea write: The words of the Amen, the
faithful and true witness, the origin of God’s creation.

2% Puruli, Theology and Bias, 383.
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The WBTS interpret the word &pyr| as the ‘first thing created’. Stafford agrees and
quotes BAGD (Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian
Literature by William Arndt and F. Wilbur Gingrich) as saying that it is possible
linguistically to translate the word &pyn to allow for ‘first created” but that in Revelation
3:14, it means ‘first cause.’ Stafford disagrees with Arndt and Gingrich because “no biblical
passages are cited under this definition as parallels to the meaning provided.” 295 However,
Revelation 21:6, after saying that God Himself will reside with mankind, identifies Himself
as the ‘Alpha and Omega,’ the ‘beginning and the end’ (10 "AAdo kol 10 *Q, 1 GpyM Kol T
T€A0¢). In Revelation 22:13, we read, “I am thé Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last,
the beginning and the end,” (éy® 10 “AAda kal t0 "Q, 6 Tp@dTOC KOl O éO0Y0OTOC, T GPYM Kol
70 Télog) but this time it is the Son speaking since he identifies himself in verse 16 by
stating “I, Jesus.” However, Stafford admits that in verse 13 the ‘beginning’ is used of God,
but explains that he is “the ‘beginning’ of all that he purposes to do or that he permits othérs
to do, all of which also therefore ‘end’ with him. In this way, God can be the ‘beginning’ and
the ‘ending’ according to his will, without himself being a created ‘beginning.”’206 He
proposes that there are different understandings of ‘beginning’ depending on the stages of
creation and that the use of dpy1} in Revelation 3:14 is not the same as intended ih the use of
‘in the beginning’ of Genesis 1:1 or of John 1:1. He concludes that to translate the word
dpy1 as ‘origin’ or “first cause as suggested in BAGD amounts to “special pleading.”?"’

However, as seen in the examples below, John regularly uses dpyn to mean a

‘beginning point in time.” (Refer to Appendix 5 for all instances of the word apy).)

295 Stafford, Jehovah’s Witnesses Defended, 419.
2% Tbid, 419 n112.

297 Tbid, 423. (the accusation of ‘special pleading’ is also found in Furuli’s writings also in reference to his
disagreement with what Athanasius had written about the Son, in Theology and Bias, 135).
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John 1:1

John 1:2

John 6:64

John 8:25

John 8:44

John 15:27

John 16:4

Bv apxf) v 6 Adyog, kal 6 Adyog v mpog TOv Bedv, kal Bedc v 6 Adyoc.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God.

Oltog Qv &v dpxfi Tpdg TOvV Bedv.

He was in the beginning with God.

AAL elolv € DUGY Tiveg ol ol miotedovoly. "Héel yop €€ dpyfic 6 Inoodc,
Tlveg eloly ol un motedovteg, kal Tig €oTLy 0 Tapadwowy adtdv.

“But there are some of you who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the

beginning who they were who did not believe, and who it was that would
betray Him.

"Edeyov obv adt@, XU tic €l; Kal elmev adrolg 6 'Incodg, Thyv dpyiv 6 Tu
Kol AeAG UWIv.

And so they were saying to Him, “Who are You?” Jesus said to them, “What
have I been saying to you from the beginning?”’

¢ - ) ~ \ ~ ’ 3 ’ \ \ ) ’ ~ \ [
Yuelg ek tod motpog oD SLBoAov €ote, kol tag €mLBupiog ToD TUTPOg LUGV
BéAete ToLely. Ekelvog GrBpwmoktovog Av &1 dpxAc,

“You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your
father. He was a murderer from the beginning, ...”

Kol DUeELg O€ papTupelte, OTL 4T dpyfig pet’ éuod éote.
... and you will bear witness also, because you have been with Me from the

beginning.

Todta 6 Vuiv & apyfic o0k elmov, dtL Led LUOY Huny.

And these things I did not say to you at the beginning, because I was with you.
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1John 1:1

1John 2:7

1John 2:13

1John 2:24

1John 3:8

1John 3:11

0 fv &w &pyfc, O dkmkdoper, O ewpaxaper tolg O0POaApOlc TUGV, O
EBenooquedo, kol ol xelpec MUAY emAidadnoar mepl Tod Adyou th¢ (wig.

What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with

our eyes, what we beheld and our hands handled, concerning the Word of
Life—

’Ayammrol, odk EVToAny kowny ypadw LRIV AL évtoAly madalav T €lyete
am’ dpyfc T EvToAn ) madoid éoTiv 6 Adyog Ov koloaTe.

Beloved, I am not writing a new commandment to you, but an old
commandment which you have had from the beginning; the old
commandment is the word which you have heard.

Ypodw DULY, ToTépes, OTL EyVWKaTe TOV 4T GPXTC.

I am writing to you, fathers, because you know Him who has been from the
beginning.

“Yuelc odv 6 fAkoloate &m dpyfig, &v DUV pevétw. 'Edv év Uiy pelvy 0 4w
Gpyfc Nroloute, kol DUELG €V TG LI Kal €V T ToTPL WEVELTE.

As for you, let that abide in you which you heard from the beginning. If what

you heard from the beginning abides in you, you also will abide in the Son
and in the Father.

6 moLdV TV duaptiov é Tod SueBdrov éotiv, OTL & dpxfic O Suafolog
OUOPTAVEL.

the one who practices sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinned from the
beginning.

“OtL odtn €otiv 7 dyyello fv fxoldoate am’ dpxfic, tva dyamduery aAAniovg:

For this is the message which you have heard from the beginning, that we
should love one another; :
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2John 5 Kol viv épwtd o, kuple, ody w¢ évtoMy ypddwy ool kelvhy, dArL v
€lyopev am apyfic, va dyamduer gAAHAoLG.

And now I ask you, lady, not as writing to you a new commandment, but the
one which we have had from the beginning, that we love one another.

2John 6 Kol abtn €otiv 1 dyam, {va TepLmatduer kotd Tag évtoddg adtod. Abn
€0TLV 1) €VTOAT, KaBWG AKovoaTe G &pyfg, tva &v adri) TepLmuthte.
And this is love, that we walk according to His commandments. This is the
commandment, just as you have heard from the beginning that you should
walk in it.

John 2:11?% seems to be the only instance of implying ‘first’ as in a ranking or series.
Another use of the word is seen in the book of Revelation, where we see apy) in reference to
God as the ‘the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning (&py1) and the End.”**

» 210

The word dpyn has also been used to mean ‘ruler’ or ‘leader. (Refer to Appendix

5 for a list of biblical verses where &py1 is found.)

To return to our focus pericope, Colossians 1:16-17, states that ‘by Him all things
were created’ and continues to explain that this refers to all things including things on earth
and in heaven, but also all things invisible, and all authorities and powers. This seems to state
clearly that all created things were made by him.

In the NWT, Colossians 1:16 and 17 reads as follows:

!Because by means of him all [other] things were created in the heavens and upon
the earth, the things visible and the things invisible, no matter whether they are
thrones or lordships or governments or authorities. All [other] things have been
created through him and for him. '7Also, he is before all [other] things and by means
of him all [other] things were made to exist.

208 «Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in
him.”

29 See Revelation 21:6 and 22:13.

2191 uke 12:11, Rom. 8:39, 1Cor. 15:24, Eph. 1:21, 3:10, 6:12, Col. 1:16, 2:10 and 15, and Titus 3:1.
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The WBTS have added the word ‘other’ to imply that he also is a created being and
that all other things, except for him, were created by him. Furuli claims that the addition of
‘other’ is legitimate since ‘all’ does not always mean ‘all without exception’ and uses

2Timothy 1:15 as supporting evidence: 2!

O1dag tod70, Ot dmeoTpadnoay pe mavteg ol év i) Aciy, v éotivy dlyedog kal

‘Eppoyévng.

You are aware of the fact that all who are in Asia turned away from me, among whom

are Phygelus and Hermogenes.

His argument is that ‘all’ (mavtec) here cannot mean ‘all people living in Asia’ but
only those whom Paul is referring to. However, it is quite clear in this instance that Paul
means ‘all the Christians’ or at least those who claim to be, and not the entire population at
large. Furuli adds fhat in Luke 21:29, the word ‘other’ has also been added to translate ‘all’.
In this verse, the Greek "I8ete thv oukfiv kal mavte to &évdpa has been translated in the
NWT as: “Look at the fig tree and all the [other] trees” but only serves to show that the NWT
has also added the word ‘other’ where none existed in the Greek. Even Furuli admits that the
addition of ‘other’ “is not found in any other Bible translation.”*'* The neuter nominative
plural & mavte (all things) means a totality of things, and is reinforced by Paul’s
clarifications which follow immediately thereafter in verses 16 and 17. Stafford, however,
insists that ‘all things’ speaks only of the physical and material universe. He explains that
even things invisible “may not involve immaterial spirits or anything else in the spiritual

heavens. After all, much of what is ‘visible’ to us today due to the use of space technology

21! Furuli, Theology and Bias, 253-54.
22 1bid, 252.
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was not ‘visible’ or as visible to those who lived in ancient times.” **> To support his

argument he quotes 1Corinthians 15:27 to show that this does not include God Himself.

However, this only serves to show that apart from God Himself, all things, without

exception, have been created by the Son. Many other verses also reiterate the same thought

and all attest to this interpretation t& mdvte as meaning a totality:

Romans 11:36

1 Corinthians 8:6

Ephesians 3:9

Hebrews 2:10

Revelation 4:11

“For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be
the glory forever. Amen.”

- reiterates the same thought as Colossians 1:16

“yet for us there is but one God, the Father, from whom are all things,
and we exist for Him; and one Lord, Jesus Christ, by whom are all
things, and we exist through Him.”

- refers to all thin§s coming from the Father, and all things existing
through the Son *!*

“and to bring to light what is the administration of the mystery which
for ages has been hidden in God, who created all things;”

- clearly states that God created all things

“For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things, and through whom
are all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to perfect the author of
their salvation through sufferings.”

“You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and
power, for you created all things, and by your will they existed and
were created.”

213 Stafford, Jehovah’s Witnesses Defended, 385, 402 n75.
214 See for example: Genesis 1:31, Ecclesiastes 5:11, Jeremiah 10:16 and 51:19, 3 Maccabees 2:3, Wisdom 1:14

and 9:1.
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Since many instances of this phrase, referring to the entire creation of God, are also
attested to in the LXX version of the Hebrew Bible, Richard Bauckham suggested that the
expression ‘ta movte’ used to speak of creation in its totality “belongs to the standard
rhetoric of Jewish monotheism” where God is always considered a the Ruler and Creator of

all.?®

Furuli quotes®'®

Athanasius’ claim that Paul called the Son the ‘firstborn of creation’
to show that he was not a creature,
“for it would be inconsistent with His deity for him to be called a creature. For all
things were created by the Father through the Son, but the Son alone was eternally
begotten from the Father, whence God the Word is ‘firstborn of all creation.””*!”
Furuli considers Athanasius’s claims to be mere “special pleading” because we find
no evidence that the word ‘son’ ever carried with it the implication of being eternal. One
would wonder why Furuli would point out such an obvious claim and accuse Athanasius of
implying that he meant to extrapolate the word ‘son’ to carry special attributes. Rather it is
clear that Athanasius is describing this particular and unique Son as being divine and eternal.
Furthermore, the NWT renders Micah 5:2, “And you, O Beth’le-hem Eph’ra-thah, the one
too little to get to be among the thousands of Judah, from you there will come out to me the
one who is to become ruler in Israel, whose origin is from early times, from the days of time

indefinite.” This verse, even in the WBTS’ translation claims that the Son is from ‘time

indefinite’ or from eternity.

215 R. Bauckham, God Crucified: Monotheism and Christology in the New Testament (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans,
1999), 32. See also Bowman &. Komoszewski, Putting Jesus in HisPlace, 188.

218 Furuli, Theology and Bias, 135.

217 NPNF 4, 85.
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Furuli then adds that “Jesus Christ as ‘son’ is contrasted with the angels who are

218

creatures” (italics mine) because as only-begotten son, he is one of many“ " but special.

When comparing different versions of Colossians 1:15, Furuli uses the following

translations:
RSV He is the image of the invisible God, the first-born of all creation.
TEV Christ is the visible likeness of the invisible God. He is the firstborn
Son, superior to all created things.
C. B. Williams Yes, He is the exact likeness of the unseen God, His firstborn Son who

existed before any created thing.

One is led to wonder why he chose these three translations rather than the most
commonly used and accepted ones. Second, he betrays his theological bias by claiming that
of the three examples, “one version includes Jesus in creation and the other two exclude him
by making him either superior to creation, or highlighting his existence prior to creation”
(italics his). However, it is far from being an accepted conclusion that the RSV’s rendition,
which he chose to contrast with his other two choices, implies that Jesus is therein included
in creation. Furthermore, Furuli admits that most experienced theologians point out that to
understand this verse as implying that Jesus is a created being would be inconsistent with
the biblical depiction and the Christian understanding of Jesus, especially considering the
context of this passage and the words that follow, the representation of Jesus as the divine
pre-existent Wisdom, as well as the redeemer being part of the redeemed.?’® Yet, he does
not attempt to redress this claim, but instead only approaches it from a grammatical

analysis.

218 Fyuruli points to Hebrews 2:11.
219 Puruli, Theology and Bias, 247.
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In the next argument, Furuli compares Proverbs 8 and Colossians 1 and 2. He rightly
presents that not only did Paul associate Jesus to the ‘wisdom’ of Proverbs 8, but Jesus
himself did so also.”*® However, he follows it by stating that “to suggest a parallel between
words in the NT and words in the OT, where there is no direct quotation, may be somewhat
elusive.”?!

Concerning the phrase mpwrtétokog mhong ktioewe, Furuli admits that it is
grammatically acceptable to include or exclude Jesus from the creation. Howevef, he
attempts to dissuade anyone from choosing to exclude him by saying that “with all their
ingenuity, those seeking a meaning other than ‘the one who is born first’ are able to list just

one example, and that is Psalm 89:28.72%2

It is an undisputed fact that Exodus 4:22 (Then
you shall say to Pharaoh, ‘Thus says the Lord, “Israel is My son, My first-born.”) shows
evidence that God had chosen Israel as His firstborn although no birth order is implied.

The supremacy of the Son over all creation finds support in a quantity of other
passages, namely Romans 14:9 (Lord both of the dead and of the living), 1 Corinthians
15:27-28 and Ephesians 1:22 (all things in subjection under His feet), Philippians 2:10 (at the
name of Jesus every knee should bow) and 3:21 (subject all things to Himself), Hebrews 1:2
(heir of all things) and 2:8 (nothing that is not subject to him), 1Peter 3:22 (angels and
authorities and powers had been subjected to Him), and Revelation 1:5 (ruler of the kings of

the earth) in addition to his superiority over both human and spirit beings, as evidenced in

Eph. 1:21 (above all rule and authority and power and dominion), Phil. 2:10 (every knee

220 paul referred to Jesus as wisdom in 1 Corinthians 1:24 (Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God) and
1:30 (Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom), whereas Jesus made the same association of himself in
Matthew 11:19 (The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Behold, a gluttonous man and a
drunkard, a friend of tax-gatherers and sinners!” Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.) and 12:42 (The queen
of the South... came from the ends of the earth to listen to the wisdom of Solomon, and see, something greater
than Solomon is here!).

2! Furuli, Theology and Bias, 249.

?2 Ibid, 250.
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should bow, of those who are in heaven), and Heb. 1: 6 (let all the angels of God worship
Him).

In addition, Colossians 1:16, among a variety of similar passages, states that all things
were created by/through/for the Son. Therefore, if Isaiah 44:24 states: “I, YHWH, am doing

everything, stretching out the heavens by myselj”223

(italics mine) then how could Jesus be
the one who created all things, unless he himself is God?

As the Son incarnate, he “is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of
His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power.”*** Stafford does not view the
incarnate Son as a visible representation of God but as a ‘copy’ or ‘imprint’ of God in the
same way that Adam is made in the ‘form’ of God.”*® However, biblical evidence®® points
to the Son, not as a man formed in God’s image, as Adam and all of mankind are, but as
deity: through his divine works (creation, judgment, salvation, forgiveness, resurrection),
through his names and designations®’ (Immanuel, Jesus, Lord where the context points to
God of the Hebrew Bible,??® God,?*® Son of God, the Rock), and his status (the fullness of the

230

deity™” dwells in him bodily; his deserving of worship231 (seen through doxologies, at his

baptism and at the Lord’s supper, in hymns, in prayer), his divine attributes,?** his position as

23 NWT.

2 Heb. 1:3.

225 Stafford, Jehovah’s Witnesses Defended, 367 n7.

226 See this explained in greater detail in C. W. Morgan and R. A. Peterson, Eds., The Deity of Christ (Wheaton,
IL: Crossway, 2011), 139. See also Bauckman, Jesus and the God of Israel, 18-25; Bowman
& Komoszewski, Putting Jesus in His Place, 256; Bowman, Jehovah’s Witnesses, 29.

ZTR. A. Peterson, “Toward a Systematic Theology of the Deity of Christ,” in The Deity of Christ, 193-227.

228 Rom. 10:9-13, Phil. 2:9-11, Heb. 1:10-12, 1Pet.2:3 and 3:15.

*Isa. 9:6, John 1:1 and 20:28, Rom. 9:5, Tit.2:13, Heb. 1:8, and 2Pet. 1:1.

59 Colossians 2:9.

51 He is to be worshipped (Mat. 28:17, Heb. 1:6 and Rev. 22:3) and addressed in prayer (John 14:14, Rom.
10:12-13, and 1Cor. 1:2).

2 Eternal (John 1:1-2, 8:58, 17:5, Heb. 1:2 and 12), all-mighty (Mat. 28:18 and Eph. 1:21), all-knowing (John
16:30), omni-present (Mat. 18:20 and 28:20, Eph. 1:23 and 4:10, as well as Col. 3:11), unchangeable (Heb.
1:11-12 and 13:8), unfathomable (Mat. 11:27).
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sitting on God’s throne,”” and as seen above, his supremacy of creation.”* Furthermore, for
the Gospel writers, Jesus himself made it clear that he was not just an angel, or a mere man

chosen among many.”’ The Jewish leaders also understood the meaning of Jesus’ claims

since they accused him of blasphemy and of making himself equal to God.**®

Although both Stafford and Furuli are overtly anti-Trinitarians and accuse those who
disagree with them to be not only Trinitarians but guilty of theological bias, there is a case to
be done for proposing that the Son is part of a Triune God. A multitude of passages in the
Hebrew Bible attest to the Son being referred to as God long before the incarnation. In some

passages, one can even find allusions to a third entity. For example, in Isaiah 48:12-16 reads:

12« isten to Me, O Jacob, even Israel whom I called; I am He, I am the first, I am also
the last. *Surely My hand founded the earth, And My right hand spread out the
heavens; When I call to them, they stand together.” 14 Assemble, all of you, and listen!
Who among them has declared these things? The Lord loves him; he shall carry out
His good pleasure on Babylon, And His arm shall be against the Chaldeans. >“I,

“even I, have spoken; indeed I have called him, I have brought him, and He will make
his ways successful.'®Come near to Me, listen to this: From the first I have not spoken
in secret, From the time it took place, I was there. And now the Lord God has sent
Me, and His Spirit.”

This passage has been ambiguous both in Hebrew and in Greek and has prompted
much debate. Some believe that from verse 12 to 16, there has been a change in speaker from
God in verse 12 to verse 16 referring to the prophet Isaiah because he had volunteered his

services in verse 6:8, when he exclaimed, “Here I am; send me!”. Others, such as Origen,237

B3 2Cor 5:10 (judgment seat), Heb. 1:3, 8:1 and 12:2 (at God’s right hand), Rev. 22:1 (the throne of God and of
the Lamb).

B4 See also Rom. 9:5 (Christ who is over all), Eph. 1:20-21 (Christ, far above all), 4:10 (far above all the
heavens, that He may fill all things), Phil. 2:9-11 (a name that is above every name, [...] Jesus Christ is Lord),
Heb. 1:3 (at the right hand of the Majesty on high), and 7:26 (exalted above the heavens).

53 See Luke 24 and Matthew 9.

%3¢ See Matthew 26:65, John 5:18 and 10:33.

57 See Origen in Contra Celsum lib. 1.
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understand this as a continuation of the admonition of the Lord, who in the verses
immediately preceding verse 16, claimed to have created the heavens and the earth.

If one is to understand verse 16 as a continuation of the dialogue spoken by the ‘first
and the last’ of verse 12, then verse 16 seems to hint at a third divine entity. The speaker
(me) describes himself as ‘the first’ and ‘the last’ (v.12) and speaks of the Lord in the third
person (v.15), by whom he is sent (v.16), along with His Spirit (v.16). Proponents of this
reading understand the speaker (me) to refer to the Messiah as the one being sent.

But even if one were to understahd the passage above to refer to Isaiah and not to
Jesus as the Messiah, it is clear from the NT that the canonical writers applied a multitude of
Hebrew Bible references to Jesus. Paul who had been a zealous adherent to the Jewish faith,
after his conversion showed to those who would listen that Jesus was the promised Messiah

of the Hebrew Bible. The following chart demonstrates how he clearly applied this:
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PSALM 2: 1-12 ACTS 13: 14-39

1Why do the nations conspire, and the
peoples plot in vain? *The kings of the
earth set themselves, and the rulers
take counsel together, against the Lord
and his anointed, saying, 3| et us burst
their bonds asunder, and cast their
cords from us.” *He who sits in the
heavens laughs; the Lord has them in
derision. °Then he will speak to them in
his wrath, and terrify them in his fury,
saying, *I have set my king on Zion,
my holy hill.” "I will tell of the decree of
the Lord: He said to me, “You are my
son; today | have begotten you. 8Ask
of me, and | will make the nations
your heritage, and the ends of the
earth your possession. °You shall
break them with a rod of iron, and dash
them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.”
""Now therefore, O kings, be wise; be
warned, O rulers of the earth. "Serve
the Lord with fear, with trembling "kiss
his feet, or he will be angry, and you will
perish in the way; for his wrath is quickly
kindled. Happy are all who take refuge
in him.

4 Antioch in Pisidia. And on the Sabbath day they went
into the synagogue ... '®So Paul stood up and with a
gesture began to speak: “You Israelites, and others who
fear God, listen [...] “He made David their king. In his
testimony about him he said, ‘I have found David, son of
Jesse, to be a man after my heart, who will carry out all my
wishes.’ °0Of this man'’s posterity God has brought to Israel
a Savior, Jesus, as he promised; [...] *°But God raised
him from the dead: *'and for many days he appeared to
those who came up with him from Galilee to Jerusalem,
and they are now his witnesses to the people. **And we
bring you the good news that what God promised to our
ancestors *°he has fulfilled for us, their children, by
raising Jesus; as also it is written in the second psalm,
‘“You are my Son; today | have begotten you.’ *As to his
raising him from the dead, no more to return to corruption,
he has spoken in this way, ‘I will give you the holy promises
made to David.” *Therefore he has also said in another
psalm, “You will not let your Holy One experience
corruption.” **For David, after he had served the purpose
of God in his own generation, died, was laid beside his
ancestors, and experienced corruption; *’but he whom
God raised up experienced no corruption. **Let it be
known to you therefore, my brothers, that through this man
forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you, 39by this Jesus
everyone who believes is set free from all those sins from
which you could not be freed by the law of Moses.”

Figure 5 - Psalm 2 vs. Acts 13

Paul, in his discourse to the Jews assembled in the synagogue, made it clear that what

God had promised in the Hebrew Bible is now fulfilled in Jesus. He explains that when the

Psalmist wrote ‘today I have begotten you,” he was prophesying for a future time; this

71




prophecy had now found fulfillment in Paul’s day when God raised Jesus as his King. >
Other scholars have demonstrated that Jesus, upon his baptism, had also been declared God’s
Prophetic Messiah where he was annointed for his earthly ministry.?* In this scenario, Psalm
2 above has been shown to have fulfillment in Luke 3:21-22:
?'Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been
baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, **and the Holy Spirit
descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from
heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”
Conéidering that the first century Christians and early Church Fathers systematically
referred to Jesus as having fulfilled the Hebrew Bible messianic prophecies, but also applied
a plethora of Hebrew Bible passages to Jesus, it is not surprising that, from a Christian
perspective, Jesus is also found to be described as YHWH was in the Hebrew Bible, and
which defined the God of Israel.>* (See Appendix 9 for NT descriptions of the Son taken
from the Hebrew Bible attributes of God; see also Appendix 10 for Hebrew Bible passages
alluding to various divin;: entities.)
In the following chart, just a few verses from the book of Revelation alone show

parallel scriptures where Jesus is identified with God:*"!

2% For an indepth analysis on this topic, see A. Gagné, and S. Paquette, “Le Fils engendré de Luc, messie
prophétique (Lc 3.21-22) et royal (Ac 2,33). De la critique textuelle a la critique rédactionnelle.” in Le Vivant
qui fait vivre. Esprit, éthique et résurrection dans le Nouveau Testament. Mélanges offerts a la professeure
Odette Mainville. (Sciences bibliques; études 22). Edited by A. Gagné, A. Gignac and S. Paquette Lessard.
Montréal: Médiaspaul, 187-215.

59 1bid, 194-200. Odette Mainville had made the case that Jesus had being anointed as prophetic Messiah at his
baptism in Luke’s Gospel, and was attested to by the Ebionites, in Tatian’s Diatessaron, by Justin Martyr in his
Dialogue with Trypho, by Jerome, by Clement of Alexandria, and by Origen. O. Mainville, [I’Esprit dans
I’oeuvre de Luc. HP 45 (Montreal: Fides, 1991), 210-3.

240 Bowman & Komoszewski, Putting Jesus in His Place, 141.

241 peterson, The Deity of Christ, 160.
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_ SELF-DESIGNATIONS
| am the Alpha and the Omega

who is and who was and who is to come

the Almighty

Rev. 1:8 Lord God

| am the first and the last

| am the living One [who] was dead

| am the living One; and | was dead

| am alive forevermore

| have the keys of death and of Hades

Rev.1:13-18 one like a son of man
(Jesus)

| am making all things new

| am the Alpha and the Omega

I am the beginning and the end

| give [...] the water of life without cost
| will be his God

Rev. 21:6-7 He who sits on the throne
(God -19:4)

| am the Alpha and the Omega
[ am the first and the last
| am the beginning and the end

Rev. 22:13 Jesus (22:16)

I sent My angel to testify to you
I am the root and the offspring of David
| am the bright morning star

Rev. 22:16 Jesus

Figure 6 — Jesus as God

Colossians 1:16 specifically, among a variety of similar NT passages, states that all
things were created by/through/for the Son. In the Hebrew Bible, Nehemiah 9:6 states that
“You are the Lord, you alone; you have made heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their
host, the earth and all that is on it, the seas and all that is in them. To all of them you give
life, and the host of heaven worships you.” Therefore the Creator has created the heavens and
not just the physical, material and visible world but the entire spiritual realm as well.

Christians in the first centuries were familiar with Hebrew Bible writings, would have read

Isaiah 44:24 which stated that “I, YHWH (7377), am doing everything, stretching out the
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f’242

heavens by mysel and reasoned that if God has created the heavens by himself, then the

Son was not involved, unless the Son is also God (7).

First century Christians, who were from a monotheistic background, must have found
it difficult to reconcile this ambiguity. God was one, yet the Father was described as the
Creator and so was the Son. Polytheism was not an option. It is not surprising to see from the
writings of the first century writers to the crystalizing of the Christian doctrines into the
Nicene Creed, that there was a gradual honing of doctrine from a binitarian concept to a
trinitarian one, which finally included the Holy Spirit as part of the Godhead. As previously
mentioned, during this time of defining ‘orthodoxy,” various theories from various camps of
Christians surfaced and, one by one, were declared either correct or in error. But in time,
there was a general concensus that God, as defined at the Council of Nicea of 325 C.E. and
that of Constantinople of 381 C.E., was a Trinity of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Contrary to this general consensus of mainstream Christianity, the WBTS teach the
relationship of the Son to the Father under adoptionist**’ and subordinationist perspectives.2**
They believe that Jesus, although begotten through the agency of the Spirit of God, was
simply a perfect human.* They claim that he grew up like any other human and only at his
baptism was he anointed as the Christ.**® This is not a new theory since some had proposed
this view as early as the 2™ century C.E. by groups such as the Ebionites, but this adoptionist

outlook was later declared ‘heretical’ at the Council of Nicea in 325 C.E. Even if some

242 NWT.

3 Adoptionism refers to Jesus becoming the Son of God at a point in time, either at his baptism or at his
resurrection, based on Psalm 2:7 which reads, “You are my son; today I have begotten you.”.

2% Subordinationism claims that the Son is not equal, but subordinate, to the Father.The WBTS claim support
for this view in John 14:28 where Jesus said that “the Father is greater than I am.”

5 See Appendix 7 for WBTS quotes describing their views on Jesus.

246 «Jesus was anointed with holy spirit after his baptism in water and he thus became Christ or Anointed One,
so too with his disciples.” WBTS, Holy Spirit - The force Behind the Coming New Order (New York: WBTS,
1975), 90, 113.
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contemporary scholars™’ consider that such an adoptionist view existed from the first and
second centuries”*® and reflects a valid interpretation of Markan and Pauline writings, the
Gospels of Luke and Matthew, on the other hand, point to Jesus as the Son of God as
Saviour, Messiah and Lord, even ‘God with us,” from his very birth.”** John goes a step
further in describing him as the pre-incarnate Word of God who existed ‘in the beginning.’

Therefore, the divinity of the Son is not a new debate. First century NT writers
greatly used Hebrew Bible texts and applied them to their experience of the Christ, pointing
to the fulfillment of Hebrew Bible prophecies in the life of the Messiah of their day.
Similarly today, scholars and theologians constantly analyze and reinterpret the texts to find
meaning and to challenge or support their beliefs.

It is also clear that there are a variety of hermeneutical perspectives. The traditional
perspective generally recognizes the canon of Scriptures to be the touchstone of biblical
interpretation, where Scripture is read in the context of other Scripture, much like the Church
Fathers of the early centuries. Others, ascribing to a different view of the texts, will prefer to
consider texts beyond the canonical boundaries of accepted writings to contrast and compare
a much wider selection of witnesses, and in doing so, to attempt a reconstruction of a
plausible historical progression of the Christian set of beliefs in evidence today.

More specifically, adoptionist perspectives, as any other diverging theological
perspectives, are a product of their particular hermeneutical outlook. The WTBS, who

ascribe to an adoptionist and subordonist view of the Son, claim that their Christological and

7 See, as an example, B. Ehrman, The Orthodox Corruption of Scripture: The Effect of Early Christological
Controversies on the Text of the New Testament. (New York: Oxford University Press, 1993), 47-48.

#%% Justin Martyr makes allusion to this in his Dialogue with Trypho, but Irenaeus spoke of the ‘Ebionites’ as a
heretical judaizing sect. Ebionites believed that Jesus was chosen to become the Messiah when he was anointed
at his baptism.

249 See Matthew land 2 and Luke 2.
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theological arguments stem from a literal and accurate analysis of the canon of Scriptures.
However, in the context of this thesis and more specifically in relation to the WTBS’
interpretation of ‘firstborn’ as the first of God’s created beings, one needs to consider both
the traditional Christian hermeneutical reappropriation of Hebrew texts and the traditional
understanding of the entire Christian canon of Scripture to form a conclusion. Although it is
clear that mine is not the only possible canonical reading, based on my survey of related
passages, I have not truly found convincing evidence that the Son must be a created being,
unless individual passages are considered solely on a grammatical basis and isolated from the

rest of the canon of Scripture.
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CONCLUSION

It is evident, therefore, that the matter is likely not settled. Millions of Jehovah’s
Witnesses, although honestly seeking to uphold the truth of God’s Word, may or may not
have a proper understanding of the Son of God and Saviour of humanity. Regardless of the
conclusion of this study, many God-seeking and honest people cannot help but benefit by
having a clearer picture of the theology implied by declaring Jesus to be the firstborn of
creation.

Stafford and Furuli are among the very few scholars siding with Arius in declaring
the Son to be a created being. Furuli wrote that ‘bias should not be defined on the basis of
orthodox religion — that any rendition that does not bolster the traditional faith of the majority
is biased.” He adds that the NWT “in some instances, particularly when important doctrinal
questions such as the trinity are at stake, they are colored by theology,” but that “bias has no
place in Bible translation, but theology certainly has.”**® Although they do not admit it in
their writings, upon further research it has become evident that Stafford and Furuli are both
members of the Jehovah’s Witnesses community and therefore see all biblical texts through
the Watchtower lens. Both, but Stafford more overtly, consistently denounce anyone
contradicting them to be Trinitarians®' and therefore biased in their views or at best misled.
To be fair, other scholars have been quite vocal about the need to question what is now
deemed ‘orthodox’ especially since the writings of Walter Bauer challenging the
heresy/orthodoxy divide.

However, considering the amount of scholarly studies done on the subject of ‘Christ

as firstborn’ over the last two millennia, with the majority of scholars providing evidence in

20 Pyruli, Theology and Bias, 307.
51 See for example: Stafford, Jehovah’s Witnesses Defended, 303, 318, 320-31,425.
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favour of the Nicene®* conclusions, namely that the Son is ‘one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-
begotten Son of God” who is ‘begotten, not made,” the onus seems to be on the WITBS to
make a clearer hermeneutical case for their stand, especially since they claim to be the only
true Christian group which still adheres to the unadulterated first century faith. It is clear that,
grammatically and in isolation, the firstborn of creation could be read as the first created
being of creation. However, I find it more persuasive that a traditional canonical reading,
where Scripture is interpreted by Scripture, favours a traditional perspective of interpretation
especially since Colossians 1 also states that ‘he is before all things,” that ‘all things were
created though him and for him,” and nothing at all was ever created which was not created
through him.

Nevertheless, as has been mentioned previously, it is also a historical fact that the
Watchtower holds views that are not unique to them. Adoptionist and subordinationist
positions were evident from the 2™ century as various groups struggled to make sense of a
monotheistic God as defined by the emerging canon of Scriptures. Justin Martyr understood
the Logos to be subordinate to God. He described the Son as Holy Spirit, Wisdom, an angel,
and as God. Tertullian understood that God could not have been the Father until there was a
Son. Origen explained it as “the Father was the beginning of the Son” but also added that if
all things were made through the Logos, “they were not made by the Logos, but by a stronger
and greater than he,” namely the Father.

However, history also demonstrates the process by which various ecumenical

councils labeled these views, and others which surfaced, as ‘heretical’ while striving to bring

22 As defined at the First Council of Nicea in 325 C.E. and later refined at the Council of Constantinople in 381
CE.
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precision to the Christian doctrines and ensure that believers would not be misled by
erroneous teaching.

However, although they do not appear to fit the general Christian understanding of
the Son and his position within the Godhead, can we still consider Jehovah’s Witnesses to be
Christians? If we define Christians as followers of Christ, the Watchtower certainly claim
Jesus as their Saviour, although they adhere to a different soteriology than most mainstream
Christians. Mormons also claim Jesus as their Saviour and as such, include him in their legal
denominational name as ‘The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints.” Many of the
early Christians mentioned in this thesis, such as Justin Martyr, Tertullian, Jerome, or even
Arius or the Ebionites, were all considered Christians, yet some were later denounced as
‘heretical.” Since they all had varied Christological views, what should determine our
parameters for declaring certain factions as Christians and others as heretical, both then and
now? If we define a Christian as simply a follower of Jesus Christ, then there is a need to
demarginalize many groups who claim Jesus as their Saviour but who do not adhere to the
Nicene Creed or to the tenets of mainstream Christianity. On the other hand, if we consider
the Nicene Creed to be the touchstone of basic Christianity, then even some denominations
of mainstream Christianity might need a closer look considering the various schisms which
have sprouted over time, most of which originated from doctrinal disagreements.

In furthering this study focusing on the legitimacy of the Watchtower teachings, more
attention should be brought to the source of their doctrines. Since they are a relatively new

religion,”® why have they opted to define Jesus as a perfect man rather than a member of the

23 In 1870, Charles Taze Russell started an independent group to study the Bible because he disagreed with
many mainstream Christian doctrines, such as hellfire, the immortality of the soul, theTrinity, etc. He then
joined with Nelson H. Barbour in 1876 with which he jointly published Herald of the Morning, in 1878. They
later split up over doctrinal issues. In 1879 Russell began publishing Zion’s Watch Tower and Herald of
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Godhead, as other mainstream Christian communities had for nearly two millennia? Why in
the same vein, have they veered from most of the traditional Christian doctrines? Many
questions are left unanswered and further investigation is necessary to uncover the source of
these variations and the reasons for their choice to adopt these as dogma at the onset of the
development for their movement.

Regardless of the reasons why the WTBS choose to adopt doctrines that are so
divergent from the mainstream Christian communities, the question at the onset of this thesis
deserves to be answered. The entire canon of Scripture focuses on God’s relationship with
mankind and his provision of a Messiah to redeem fallen man from the judgment they
deserve. Christology is central to the Christian faith. Can one conclude that there is
scriptural legitimacy for Jehovah’s Witnesses’ Christology of the ‘firstborn’ as the first of
God’s created beings? Many first century self-professed Christians held this very view or at
least views diverging from the Christology now considered ‘orthodox’ by mainstream
Christian communities. In time, these early teachings, later declared to be either accurate or
erroneous, served to crystalize the faith for the majority. The very fact that scholars are still
debating these teachings today implies that the answer is not so categorically conclusive.
However, as stated in the previous chapter, based on the traditional Christian hermeneutical
reappropriation of Hebrew texts and the traditional understanding of the entire Christian
canon of Sripture, the claim that the Son must be a created being does not truly find

irrefutable substantiation.

Christ’s Presence (now the Watchtower), and thirty congregations were established. For greater historical
details, refer to Jehovah's Witnesses—Proclaimers of God’s Kingdom, (Brooklyn, NY: WBTS, 1993), 42-60.
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NWT

_______ Colossians 1:15-20

MY TRANSLATION

15He is the image of the invisible God,

the firstborn of all creation;

18hecause by means of him all [other] things were created

in the heavens and upon the earth,

the things visible and the things invisible,

no matter whether they are thrones or lordships

or governments or authorities.

All {other] things have been created through him and for him.
""Also, he is before all {other] things

and by means of him all [other] things were made to exist,
8and he is the head of the body, the congregation.

He is the beginning,

the firstborn from the dead,

that he might become the one who is first in all things;
Shecause [God] saw good for all fullness to dwell in him,

2and through him to reconcile again to himself all [other] things
by making peace through the blood [he shed] on the torture stake,
no matter whether they are the things upon the earth

or the things in the heavens.

15[He] is a likeness of the invisible God,

firstborn of all creation,

1650 that by Him all things were created,

in the heavens and on earth,

visible and invisible,

whether thrones or lordships,

or rulers or authorities;

all things were created through Him and in Him;
7he is before all [things]

and in him ali [things] hold together.

18He is the head of the body, the church;

[He] is the beginning,

the first-born from the dead,

so that He Himself might come to have first place in all things.
9For He is well pleased [for] all the fullness to dwell in him
2and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself,

having made peace through the blood of His cross,

through Him, whether [things] on earth

or [things] in heaven.
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Occurrences of First or Beginning as mp@rog in Greek NT
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Appendix 7
Occurrences of Only-Begotten as povoyevyg in the LXX and the Greek NT
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OCCURRENCES OF ONLY-BEGOTTEN (LOVOY€EVNS) IN THE LXX AND THE GREEK NT

. kol NABev Iepbue eic adiective
Then Jephthah came o | Moagonge elc tov olkov noeraI
his home at Mizpah; and | ;4700 kol 180 1 Guydtnp o
there was his daughter odtod EEetoped ) nominative
i i PEVETO €LG feminine
Ju.dges coming out to meet'hlm brdvenow & tupTdvolc singular
1 \év::c?r:gbgwse?:sv‘lq?g only kel 7opotg kel Ay o)
' ovoyernc odk v adt® _
child; he had no son or ‘grepovg U?gg A e?)yo'cran He:brew.
daughter except her.” o
adjective
normal
“Deliver my soul from the | «- iy , \ accusative
Psalm sword, My only fife from puotL amo pOL\Ld)’OCLOLg bl feminine
22:20 the power of the dog.” YOIV HOU KU €€ XELPOC | gingylar
) P g- KUVOG TTV HOVOYeEVT) [Lou
Hebrew:
teimbiat
Psalm “| am an only child and emiPAefioV €T Eue Kol adjective
25:16 poor.” €Aénoby pe GtL povoyevng | normal
Kol TTWYOC elpL €yW nominative
masculine
singular
Hebrew:
D
adjective
. ) , L normal
Lord, how long wilt Thou KUpLe TOTE ETrotlIn\ , nominative
Psalm look on?. Rescue my soul (TOKATEOTNOOV TV tLr,uxnv masculine
35:17 from their ravages, My HOoU Ao THEG KOKOUPYLaG singular
) only life from the lions.” adTOV GO AEOVTWY TNV
povoyevf pov Hebrew:
T
“O my poor people, put on | Uyatep Axod pou
. sackcloth, and roll in Tepl{wonl oaKKov
Jo.aremlah ashes; make mourning as KeTATo0L €V 0TodE
6:26 . ) ) ~ 5
for an only child, most mevBog ayommrol molnowL
bitter lamentation: for O€LTH KOTETOV OlKTPOV
suddenly the destroyer Ot Ealdrng NEeL
will come upon us.” TOALTWPLK €D’ DUAC
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“Blessed are you because

edAoynTog €l dtL YAénoog

you had compassion on 500 LoVoYeveLe Tolnaoy I ‘each of
Tobit two only children. Be a{)TOE:C 55,“01.; ’éle:)] adjective them was
. G normal
8.17 merciful to them, O ’ : \ . an only
ouvteregoy T Cwny accusative :
Master, and keep them abTGY & Dviela Lets i child of
safe; bring their lives to ebbpooty YKOL\L‘ éaléou rr;asclu ine different
fulfillment in happiness P ne < plura parents
and mercy.”
Wisd “for wisgiom, the fashioner | 25, yop &v adTh medye
isdom | of all tr_nn_gs, taught me. voepdy SyLov povoyevé adjective
of There is in her a spirit that | 5 coéc Aemtd
o ; . HEPEC AETTOV normal
Solomon | is intelligent, holy, unique, ek lvntoy : S
. . ; n pavov nominative
7:22 manifold, subtle, mobile, GuéAUVTOV Cobéc neuter
clear, unpolluted, distinct, | ;- ; e .
) ' N ' vtov bLinyod
invulnerable, loving the ampevroy guiiyabov 00 | singular
good, keen, irresistible,”
. / s iy 8~ djective
Psalms « . . N moLdela gov €d’ MUASC WG a
of YOlIqu chastisement |? t VidY TPWIéTOKOY povOYEV normalt'
Solomon gg?n l;ila-sbgp;?gnasg:”- amootpéfol Yuymy edfkoov accusal_lve
18:4 » Only-beg amod auadiog év dyvoly masculine
‘ singular
As he approached the Oc 8¢ AyyLoey th oA Thc
gate of the town, a man / \ \ : S
. . TOAEWG, Kol 5oL adjective
who had died was being
Luke carried out. He was his EEEKOMLCETO rernK(og normal
she was a widow; and Kol OYAOG T nng)»ec)omp singular
with her was a large 0 Kowbx ?5 0?)3 o g 9
crowd from the town.” ° 0-
“For he had an only 0TL Buydtne povoyevng v diecti
Luke daughter, about twelve a0t WG ETAV bwdeka, Kol ﬁ oJmiCnZt(iav o
3:42 years old, who was dying. | altn amévnokev. "Ev &¢ feminine
. As he went, the crowds ¢ vmoyely odtov ol Bydol |
X T , > 4 singular
pressed in on him. OULVETVLYOV QUTOV.
kel 18ob dvmp &mo Tod diecti
“Just then a man from the | dxAov &Bonoev Aéywv: ﬁojrer:allve
Luke crowd shouted, "Teacher, | dLddokale, déopat couv nominative
9:38 | beg you to look at my EMPAEYL ML TOV VLGV masculine
son; he is my only child.” | pov, 6tL povoyerng Lot singular
€oTLY,
textual variations : OOV 0DBELG EDpOKEY adjective
a. “No man has seen God | mwmote povoyevtc Bedg 6 | normal
John at any time; the only W’V elg TOV kOATOV TOD nominative
1:18 begotten God, who is in TaTPOG EKelvog EEnynonto masculine
the bosom of the Father, singular

He has explained Him.”
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b. “No one has ever seen | Oeov 008elg EWpaKey adjective
God. It is God the only TWTOTE" O POVoyeVtg uidg, | normal
Son, who is close to the 0 v €l¢ TOV kOATOV TOD | hominative
Father's heart, who has Tatpdg, ékelvog éEnynoato. | Masculine
made him known. singular
“For God so loved the oUTWG Yap Mydmmoey O L
world, that He gave His Bedg TOV KOOPOV, WOTE TOV adjective
John only begotten Son, that LLOV TOV poVOoYeVT édwkev, normal
3:16 whoever believes in Him | tva ¢ 0 motedwy elg accusative
should not perish, but adTOV un AmOATTAL GAA masculine
have eternal life.” &m Comy alwviov. singular
“Those who believe in him | 0 Totebwy €ic abtov od
are not condemned; but kplvetal: 6 &€ pn C
those who do not believe | TLoTebwy fi5n Kkékpital, adjective
J?hn are condemned already, | 6tL i) menioteukey elg o | 98Nitive
3:18 because they have not 6vopo t0d povoyevods viod masculine
believed in the name of 10D Beod. singular
the only Son of God.”
“By faith Abraham, when | IlioteL Tpooevivoyev o
he was tested, offered up | ’ABpady tov “Toad adjective
Hebrews | Isaac; and he who had Telpof Opevog Kal TOV accusafuve only_
11:17 received the promises Hovoyevii Tpocédepey, O ”.‘as°“"“e legitimate
was offering up his only T0G Emayyeriog singular son
begotten son;” avadeEaperog,
monos =
L single
“By this the love of God &V 100Tw Ehavepwdn M o genos =
was manifested in us, that | &yamn tod Beod év fulv, adjective kind,
1 John God has sent His only OtL TOV LLOV adtod TOV normal genes =
4:9 begotten Son into the Hovoyevs Géotaikey O accusative born,
world so that we might Bedg elg tov koopov tva masculine begotten
live through Him.” (Mowper 81 adtod. singular
Only,
unique
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APPENDIX 8

List of WBTS Cited Sources for Jesus’ Status
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The following quotes enunciate the doctrines of the WBTS in relation to Jesus as the

Son of God, and some of the published sources of these claims:

Abbreviations:

Books:

Yearbook
Knowledge
Proclaimers
Reasoning
Insight

Live Forever
Aid

Truth

Make Sure

New Heavens
Everlasting Life
Let God Be True
Salvation
Vindication
Reconciliation
Divine Plan
Studies

Pamphlets:
Peace & Security
Holy Spirit

Magazines:

Awake
Watchtower

Zion’s WT

Yearbook of Jehovah’s Witnesses, published yearly.
Knowledge that Leads to Everlasting Life, 1995

Jehovah’s Witnesses: Proclaimers of God’s Kingdom, 1993
Reasoning from the Scriptures, 1989

Insight on the Scriptures, 1988

You Can Live Forever in Paradise on Earth, 1982

Aid to Bible Understanding, 1971

The Truth that Leads to Eternal Life, 1968
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STATUS |

“The Bible informs us that he is God’s

firstborn’ Son. This means that he was Col. 1:15-17 Truth, 47
created before the other sons of God'’s Rev. 3:14
family.”
*Jesus Christ is the only one created directly Proclaimers,
by God himself.” 1John 4.9 144
“Jesus Christ is the only one created directly | John 8:23 Proclaimers,
by God himself.” John 8:53 144
firstborn = “The only-begotten Son of God, the only Son Reasoning,
created produced by Jehovah alone.” 209
being “He is also God'’s ‘only-begotten’ Son in that
he is the only one directly created by Truth, 47
Jehovah God; all other things came into
existence through him as God’s Chief
Agent.”
“This means that he was created before all
the other spirit sons of God, and that he is Live Forever,
the only one who was directly created by 58
God.”
created “Jesus was the first of God's creation; thus,
being with before he was conceived and born as a Rev. 3:14 Proclaimers,
prehuman human, Jesus lived in heaven.” John 8:23 144
existence John 8:53
prehuman “Before being born on earth as a male child
existence he served in the heavens where he was John 1:3,10,14 | Truth, 48
as the Word | known as ‘the Word,” God’s spokesman.”
“There at the Jordan, by means of holy spirit,
Jesus was anointed by God to be the Luke 4:16-21 Truth, 49
foretold great high priest, the king of God's
kingdom, and to preach while her on earth.”
“When did this Jesus become actually
‘Christ the Lord’? Not on the eighth day of Holy Spirit, 90
his birth, when he was circumcised. He was
not anointed on that day. It was when he
was thirty years old.”
begame th_e *Jesus was anointed with holy spirit after his
Christ at his S . ..
baptism baptlsm in water and he th_us b_eca!mg Chrlnst Holy Spirit,
or Anointed One, so too with his disciples. 113

“By pouring out his holy spirit on Jesus,
Jehovah was anointing him or appointing
him to be the King of his coming kingdom.
Being thus anointed with the spirit, Jesus
became the ‘Messiah,’ or the ‘Christ,” which
words in the Hebrew and Greek languages
mean, ‘Anointed.” Therefore, he became, in
fact, Jesus Christ, or Jesus the Anointed.”

Live Forever,
60
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“Either he was what he said or he was a John 3:13
not simply a | gross impostor, but neither option allows for | John 10;36 Reasoning,
good man the view that he was simply a good man.” John 4:25-26 210
Luke 24:44-48
“Jesus worships his Father as the only true John 14:22
God; Jesus never claimed equality with John 17:3 Proclaimers,
God.” John 20:17 144
is not equal | “It was the unbelieving Jews who reasoned
to God that Jesus was attempting to make himself John 5:18-19 Reasoning,
equal with God by claiming God as his John 8:58 214
Father. While properly referring to God as
his Father, Jesus never claimed equality
with God.”
“And Jesus himself never claimed to be God
but, rather, ‘the Son of God.’ Jesus was sent | John 3:17 Reasoning,
into the world by God; so by means of this John 17:8 214
only-begotten Son, God was with mankind.”
“Jesus referred not to himself but to his Reasoning,
Father in heaven as ‘the only true God.” John 17:3 212
“So to the resurrected Jesus, the Father was
God, just as the Father was God to Mary John 20:17 Reasoning,
is not God Magdalene. Interestingly, not once in 212
Scripture do we find the Father addressing
the Son as ‘my God.”
“Peter did not conclude from the miracles
that he observed that Jesus was God but, Acts 10:34-38 | Reasoning,
rather, that God was with Jesus.” (italics 215
theirs)
“Pre-Christian prophets such as Elijah and
Elisha performed miracles similar to those of | John 20:30-31 | Reasoning,
Jesus. Yet that certainly is no proof that they 216
were God.”
“The text is not saying that the Word (Jesus) v
was the same as the God with whom he was | John 1:1 Reasoning,
but, rather, that the Word was godiike, 212
divine, a god.” (italics theirs)
“There is no objection to referring to Jesus
as ‘God,’ if this is what Thomas had in mind. | John 20:28 Reasoning,
Such would be in harmony with Jesus’ own 213
a lesser god quotation from the Psalms in which powerful
men, judges, were addressed as ‘gods.”
“Isaiah 9:6 also prophetically describes
Jesus as ‘Mighty God,’ but not as the Isaiah 9:6 Reasoning,
Almighty God.” 213
“...that is the Word was a powerful godlike John 1:1 Live Forever,

one. Clearly, Jesus is not Almighty God.”

40

subordinate

“He is the second-greatest personage in the
universe.”

Reasoning,
209
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not a co-
creator

“The Son’s share in the creative works,
however, did not make him a Co-creator with
the Father. Rather than a Co-creator, then,
the Son was the Agent or instrumentality
through whom Jehovah, the Creator
worked.”

Aid, 918

not part of a
Triune God

“Never was there a more deceptive doctrine
advanced than that of the trinity.”

Reconciliation,

101

“The doctrine, in brief, is that there are three
gods in one: ‘God the Father, God the Son,
and God the Holy Ghost,; all three equal in
power, substance and eternity.”

Let God Be
True, 100

“...sincere persons who want to know the
true God and serve him find it a bit difficult to
love and worship a complicated, freakish-
looking, three-headed God."

Let God Be
True, 100

“The answer is obvious that there is only one
Jehovah...If he is one Jehovah, then could
he be three gods, God the Father, God the
Son and God the Holy Ghost, as the
Trinitarians teach?”

Watchtower
(April 1,
1970), 210

“Satan is the originator of the trinity
doctrine.”

Let God Be
True, 82

“Those who accept the bible as God’s Word
do not worship a Trinity consisting of three
persons or gods in one. In fact the word
“Trinity’ does not even appear in the Bible.
The true God is one Person, separate from
Jesus Christ. God’s holy spirit is not a
person. It is Jehovah'’s active force, used by
the Almighty to accomplish his purposes.”

John 14:28
1Cor.15:28
Gen.1:2

Acts 2:1-4,
Acts 2:32-33
2Pet. 1:20-21

Knowledge,
31

image of
God

“The Word must have been God'’s beloved
‘master worker,’ described at Proverbs 8:22-
31 as wisdom personified, laboring at
Jehovah's side in the making of all things.
After Jehovah brought him into existence,
the Word spent ages with God in heaven
before becoming a man on earth. No wonder
Colossians 1:15 calls Jesus ‘the image of
the invisible God’'! Through untold years of
close associated, the obedient Son came to
be just like his Father, Jehovah.”

Prov. 8:22-31
Col.s 1:15

Knowledge,
39

is Abad’'don,
Apollyon, or
Destroyer

“When Jesus was on earth as a man, he
was a Hebrew, and now in his capacity as
Jehovah's royal Executioner he is called by
the Hebrew name Abad’'don, which means
Destruction. (Job 26:6; 28:22; 31:12; 12:23;
14:19) In the Greek in which the inspired
Christian Scriptures were written his similar
title is Apollyon, which means Destroyer.”

Watchtower
(Dec. 1,
1961), 719
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“Read carefully the following Bible account:
‘War broke out in heaven: Michael [who is
the resurrected Jesus Christ] and his angels
battled with the dragon.”

Live Forever,
21

“So the evidence indicates that the Son of

God was known as Michael before he came Reasoning ,
to earth and is known also by that name 218
since his return to heaven where he resides
is Michael as the glorified spirit Son of God.”
gjrihangel “At 1 Thessalonians 4:16 (RS), the _ '
before corr!mgnd of Jesus for the resurrection to 1Thess. 4:16 Reasoning,
incarnation begin is described as ‘the archangel’s call,’ Rev.12:7-12 218
and after and Jude 9 sys that the archangel is_ Rev. 19:11-16
resurrection Michael. Would it be appropriate to liken Jude 9
Jesus’ commanding call to that of someone | John 12:31
lesser in authority? Reasonably, then, the Daniel 10:13
Archangel is Jesus Christ.” Daniel 12:1
“So the evidence indicates that the Son of
God was known as Michael before he came
to earth and is known also by that name
since his return to heaven where he resides
as the glorified spirit Son of God.”
“Jesus was evidently born in the month of
Ethanium (September-October) of the year 2 Aid, 920
B.C.E, was baptized about the same time of
Jesus’ exact | the year in 29 C.E. and died about 3 p.m. on
date of birth | Friday, the fourteenth day of the spring
and death month of Nisan (March- April), 33 C.E.”
“On Nisan 14 of the year 33 C.E. Jesus’
enemies put him to death on a torture Truth, 51
stake.”
, “By his disobedience the perfect man Adam
Jesus lost perfect life on a paradise earth for Live Forever,
ransom = himself and all his children. Jesus Christ 62
human life | gave his own perfect life to buy back what
forhuman | Adam lost. Yes, Jesus gave himself a
life corresponding ransom for all’
“Jesus was raised from the dead as an 1Pet. 3:18 Proclaimers,
immortal spirit person.” Rom. 6:9 144
“If, when he was resurrected, Jesus had
taken back his human body of flesh and 1Cor.15:42-50 | Reasoning,
resurrected | blood, which had been given in sacrifice to Luke 24:15-32 | 217
as an pay the ransom price, what effect would that | John 20:14-16
immortal have had on the provision he was making to | John 20:26-27
spirit relieve faithful person of the debt of sin?”

“Jesus evidently materialized bodies on
these occasions, as angels had done in the
past when appearing to humans.”
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resurrected
as an
immortal
spirit

“‘Jehovah God did not leave his Son dead in
the grave, but raised him to life on the third
day. He was not given human life again,
because that would have meant that he was
taking back the ransom price. But he was
‘made alive in the spirit.” During a period of
forty days after his resurrection he appeared
visibly to his disciples a number of times, in
materialized bodies, to prove that he really
had been raised from the dead.”

1 Peter 3:18

Truth, 52

“Upon being raised to life in heaven, he
became a life-giving spirit.”

Knowledge,
68

“But now we are in the end of this Gospel
age, and the Kingdom is being established
or set up. Our Lord, the appointed King, is
now present, since October 1874, A.D.,
according to the testimony of the prophets,
to those who have ears to hear; and the
formal inauguration of his kingly office dates
from April 1878 A.D.”

Studies, Vol.
4, 621

has already
returned

“By applying ‘a day for a year’ to Daniel’s
prophecy and counting 2,520 years from 607
BCE, however, we arrive at the year 1914
CE.

Num. 14:34
Ex. 4.6

Knowledge,
97

“Bible evidence shows that in the year 1914
C.E. God'’s time arrived for Christ to return
and begin ruling...Christ's return
invisible...Christ himself gave a visible ‘sign’
by which we may know that he is invisibly
present...'NATION WILL RISE AGAINST
NATION'...Surely you have seen this part of
the ‘sign’ being fulfilled since 1914! In that
year World War | began.”

Live Forever,
141, 147-154

“Jesus has returned (having directed his
attention as King toward the earth) and is
now present as a glorious spirit.”

Mat. 24:3;
Mat. 23-27;
Mat. 25:31-33
John 14:19

Proclaimers,
144

“ God enthroned jesus as Kind in heacen in
1914, exactly 2,520 years after Jerusalem’s
destruction. Jesus’ first act as King was to
expel Satan and his demons from heaven.

Rev. 12:7-10
Rev. 12:12
Matt. 24:14
Luke 21:10-11
Luke 21:31

Watchtower,
(Aug. 1,
2012), 17
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has already
returned

“As Jesus cleansed the temple in Jerusalem
three and a half years after he was anointed
with God’s spirit to be King, so three and a
half years after he received kingly power in
the autumn of 1914 he came to the spiritual
temple as Jehovah's Messenger and began
to cleanse it. So this occurred in the spring
of 1918. That marked the beginning of the
period of judgment and inspection of his
spirit-begotten followers.”

Let God be
True, 102

“What was to happen at the end of these
appointed times of the nations (Gentiles)?
Jehovah was to give the power to rule to the
One ‘who has the legal right!" This One is
Jesus Christ.” “This means that Jesus Christ
began to rule as King of God’s heavenly
government in 1914.”

Live Forever,
140-141

“How important it is to become better
acquainted with Jesus Christ! Yes, it is
essential that we never lose sight of Jesus,
the living key to the knowledge of God that
leads to everlasting life.”

Knowledge,
42
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