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As the wounds of so-called urban renewal remain fresh, it is important to study the individuals 

and the institutions responsible for its ravages. Though Jane Jacobs so decisively declared in 

1961, “From beginning to end, from Howard and Burnham to the latest amendment on urban-

renewal law, the entire concoction is irrelevant to the workings of cities. Unstudied, unrespected, 

cities have served as sacrificial victims.”210 Merrett’s 1946 plan challenges Canadian scholars’ 

monolithic view of postwar urban redevelopment. The 1946 plan remains a proximate but 

distinct paradigm in a series of attempts to adapt settler communities to the rapid changes of the 

postwar. The 1946 plan draws on a different Zeitgeist—relying on collectivism and optimism. 

The infrastructure and the housing developments that 1940s and early 1950s have left behind are 

a substantial contribution to the architectural heritage of New Brunswick. Urban renewal began 

in Saint John a full decade following Merrett’s departure. The plan represents an instance in 

which Saint John had considerable influence over the creation of distinctly Canadian 

architecture. The mid-century pronouncements of the Town Planning Commission of 

Metropolitan Saint John, with Merrett at its head are a reminder of the complexity and the 

opportunity afforded by this city. The 1946 plan rejected the geographical biases of Canadian 

cultural production. It remains the task of historians and community members to uncover and to 

celebrate the uniqueness of this place and the opportunity it provides for a new and constructive 

view on  the land and its many peoples. 

 
 

                                                 
210  Jacobs, The Death and Life of Great American Cities, 25. 







93 

 
 
 

 
 
Figure 20 - Photographer unknown. Saint John, N.B., Town Planning Commission Planning 
Staff: P. Goguen, J. Wallbridge, J.C.M. 1944. Silver gelatine print with sepia toner on 
photographic paper. Dimensions Unknown. 1944. Digitally reproduced from the original. John 
Campbell Merrett Fonds, McGill University Archives, Montreal.  
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Figure 21 - Saint John Evening Times-Globe. “Town Planning Exhibition.” June 5, 1945. 
Digitally reproduced from microfilm. Collection of the Saint John Free Public Library.  
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Figure 22 - Portions of The Standard, June 2, 1945. Newsprint and ink. Approximately 17 by 10 
Inches. Digitally reproduced from the original. Collection of the Author. 
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