As the wounds of so-called urban renewal remain fresh, it is important to study the individuals
and the institutions responsible for its ravages. Though Jane Jacobs so decisively declared in
1961, “From beginning to end, from Howard and Burnham to the latest amendment on urban-
renewal law, the entire concoction is irrelevant to the workings of cities. Unstudied, unrespected,
cities have served as sacrificial victims.”?!” Merrett’s 1946 plan challenges Canadian scholars’
monolithic view of postwar urban redevelopment. The 1946 plan remains a proximate but
distinct paradigm in a series of attempts to adapt settler communities to the rapid changes of the
postwar. The 1946 plan draws on a different Zeitgeist—relying on collectivism and optimism.
The infrastructure and the housing developments that 1940s and early 1950s have left behind are
a substantial contribution to the architectural heritage of New Brunswick. Urban renewal began
in Saint John a full decade following Merrett’s departure. The plan represents an instance in
which Saint John had considerable influence over the creation of distinctly Canadian
architecture. The mid-century pronouncements of the Town Planning Commission of
Metropolitan Saint John, with Merrett at its head are a reminder of the complexity and the
opportunity afforded by this city. The 1946 plan rejected the geographical biases of Canadian
cultural production. It remains the task of historians and community members to uncover and to
celebrate the uniqueness of this place and the opportunity it provides for a new and constructive

view on the land and its many peoples.

210 Jacobs, The Death and Life of Great American Cities, 25.
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Figure 20 - Photographer unknown. Saint John, N.B., Town Planning Commission Planning
Staff: P. Goguen, J. Wallbridge, J.C.M. 1944. Silver gelatine print with sepia toner on
photographic paper. Dimensions Unknown. 1944. Digitally reproduced from the original. John
Campbell Merrett Fonds, McGill University Archives, Montreal.
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PRELIMINARY MASTER PLAN
FOR SAINT JOHN

TOWN PLANNING

EXHIBITION

47 King St., next door to Royal Hotel
Open Free 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday to Friday.
Also Monday, Wednesday, Friday Evenings.
(Opens to the public Monday, June 4th at 4 pm.)
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Figure 21 - Saint John Evening Times-Globe. “Town Planning Exhibition.” June 5, 1945.
Digitally reproduced from microfilm. Collection of the Saint John Free Public Library.
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o~ A Cit Y Saint John's New Master Plan Tackles Problem of Old City Built on Rock. Surrounded and Divided by Water
4

By J. Campbell Merrett, MR.AILC.
Director, Saint John Town Planning €ommission

YEAR ago, in the Spring of 1944, Saint John's Municipal Council
instructed its Town Ph:;lnq Commission to prepare a Master l‘lnn to
future

to squeeze o The result is the probl
Master Plan tries to solve: three isolated sections, West Saint J
the harbor, East around . and the old city badly

idle because it lacks easy access and
With a m high-speed ncdway up the Mull and through to the river
the Master Plan proposes to open up this northern area to house up to
10,000 pooylo in neighborhoods complete with shopping centres and
‘modern schools. !lan the population of s«m lohn s .lu-. among the worst
in Canada, m because th here they are now is un-
nlhbh hcnho\ulng Ohhnur-uihn punmnlo the railway
would become available for industry, part on dn steeply sloping ground
mmld bo mmd il hm-u. park Altogether 20,000 people or mors;
housing and city growth for twenty years, woul
bo.dis dl-lrlb\md I sew whborhmdn ‘within three or four miles of the cn«,
= i .uh n-lghbmhud having several iypes of housing (se0 page 16).
Plan shows loerxtlons for new schools to take care of badly
¥ :ql-nmml- and of additional requirements, each with the playground
1t provides as well for open recreation spaces for which there
i 100 little room in the overbuilt city today, and for parks to take advan-
tage of the city's fine views.
The largest man: Mmdlymlmnmmdwnhﬂm

pon(blovallwayudhlqhwaybﬂdq'h' est Side docks 1o save 4 miles of
ireight hauling. To overcome traffic snarls alternative routes are developed
to separate trucking from other h\:lﬁ: and out-of-town from local traffic.

‘A major highway project with a bridge across the St. John river above
the Falls is suggested 1o give -vlh access to the cily from the wesl,
four miles of congested development and providing the tourist with a scenic
drive almost to the heart of the clly Another four mile limited-access
‘highway will serve through traffic from the east.

Already Saint John has town planning control in force. Subdivision
and zoning by-laws have put a stop to the misuse of land which causes
‘waste and confusion as well as destroying land values and amenities. The
success of Saint John's future development ltes with the public, and the

is confident, from the interest and encouragement in evidence,
e public will afford the support necessary to carry out the plan.

(More Pictures on Next Page)

lack of new areas for expansion. This all nnhxlll

AIR VIEW of Saint John shows how su:

complicates plan-
ning. It was taken before huge new west side Loes o Costral
business section is at right. The plan calls for a new bridge at upper end. oY Nﬂ_ and four by

'SAINT JOHN TODAY is seriously handicapped by overcrowded land, bY tyiciing, narrow

A is old airport to be
replaced by new airport

to East of City

congested
s Tocation: the. i city on

I EXISTING INDUSTRY
N FUTURE INDUSTRY
! BUSINESS & SHOPPING CENTRES
N\ EXISTING RESIDENTIAL
W, FUTURE. RESIDENTIAL
B RESIDENTIAL REDEVELOPMENT

HIER PARKS; PARK STRIPS; OPEN SPACES
s MAIN TRAFFIC ARTERIES,

s SECONDARY TRAFFIC ROUTES

18 B FUTURE LIMITED ACCESS HIGHWAY
“~e RAILWAYS

SCALE OF MILES
TOWN PLANNING COMMISSION
SAINT JOHN,NEW BRUNSWICK; 1945

THE SOLUTION proposed by preliminary Master Plan (above) sorts dovoloped area iato neighborhoods
each with schools, shopping centres, recreation space; provides new noighborhoods; limite

P!
 them by open spaces (often natural barriers) and links ol S syst

Traific prob-
Jom is tackled with bridge cross upper end of harbor for direct access to West Side, ivinedics lhnlud—
access highway to west; with new boulevard to northern area; with secondary routes to
traffic and 'Hh various intersection improvements. Direct rail access from central area also is pnvldod
to bol sides of harbor, and tracks avold crossing ol Marsh Bridge. ~ Slun areas are redoveloped with
ffic by-passing new housing. Letter B on map marks one such area treated in detail on page 16.
Stoep stapis will be green sirips. Most of white 3pace above is irregular land ‘wnsaitable for bulding:

Figure 22 - Portions of The Standard, June 2, 1945. Newsprint and ink. Approximately 17 by 10
Inches. Digitally reproduced from the original. Collection of the Author.
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