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Abstract
Wal king through the gardens: A case study ¢
community gardens, in Montreal, Ca
At efeh Heydari

This thesi s enxaakminnge ss ttrhaet epgliaecse emp !l oiyed by

three urban community gardens i n Nuaarktimegalw,i tQa
the garden Iis a complex and multil ayered proc
human) play central r ol es.chRrndas anigc emlcecausnureerss i

memories of a beloved garden motivate some pe
garden i n tehnec hfaommmgend anti .sr & h e or etxiagmd In e s ynrotwh e stihs
i nhabiting the garden, these gardeners develo
their new home. Imadkeimmogn swirtahtien tah acto npnhuanciet y gar
the physical | andsghpehefptbeegardencodérouct
within the community g4ideny el @mamigogmamti psf, on mp
webking, and also cultivate a sense of esdt abil i
rebaships betweeshhumamanwi ahdnnohe community

pl awcaeki ng within the community garden is not |

consthbhwychetder og.enletouiss ancatoalbsl e tshatthathia huneasn

most powerful actamakingt hBoweveerssi ofajpsaclki
humans as it would be a huge omissi-mmmarns wien d
our | ives.

Keywormisgr anm-ma kipnnig,cecommuni ty garden, hybr

home
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I ntrodUibei garden and everything el s
Rezoan,e of my | r anioannc ei fifttod cdlu oncemtt wrs home so,
l ran to CanadaoRekmodgbcgabeednihng] garden pl ot
he could have a sense of attachment, Dbel ongi ncg
may refer to a simple reconfiguration of the
Montreal, Canada, it has deeper meanings and
Memories, | ife events, enchanting encount el
|l andscape such as ar @laatdiean ¢ imiagsif wo tmh piclogpd eadn
|l andscape into a meaningful pl ace with the ca
stability, attachment and belongindgomBaighhieluo v
Sotel o, BRAAQLT I etnaing 26 untEnshand memori es
bel oved garden turn it into an extraordinary
in the -bopbantmeet (Bhatt.i et al ., 2009) . Enc
ex peenrcied during mundane tasks and through sens:t
faced with something extraordinmaolyl i(rmatgermrami ata
etc.) amid everyday | ife (Bhatt:i et al ., 200

meaning and help some people to develop emoti

pl ace.

When I mmigrants cross bboedersjgnhéycmast pl
ones. Hence, a disruptive procégsscohnech i ansdit
significant places (such a garden, neighbor ho
generate seroowandepnei ety (Fullilove, 1996;
Al t hough c¢crossing a border and | eaving behind



i mmi grants to eXpplearcied Mossandae n ke Mafzumdar , 20
homesickness, it is iIimportant to note that not
t hat some wor k aacsternvsed yo ft ebnalleavreghiarpg agtdac hment
country. And one way they ndnounsiot yi sg abryd epnairntgi.c i |

Their memories of an enchanting | andscape i
as a potentimalki sigt easf avre| p |-eamse hiann ttnheen th oapned odfe v
emotional attachméeéret emnaehradhceu nmntgew sl aaondd r el ati o
within the garden (-pumbhers) wiuhnhamanscerohoe
| andscape that, through everyday practices (]
meanings and @dneartataecsh memdtsi onfhese encounter
pl easure, comfort and peace. A gestalt of the:
i mmi gbcaomtnecti ons with the wurban community ga
|l andscape.

A brief history of community gardens and urba

Hi storically, community gardens were popu
gardening was specially promoted as a respons
et al ., wa0l4g)ar deEme movements | ed to the for mat
Wa r I and Victory Gardens during World War ||
during the Great Depression, people turned to
food scarci-fgtdlHond2a2@ghbeyu. However, when the ¢
North America i mproved, food patriotism was

agriculture (UA) sl owed.



Later in the 60s a4 deerdyst,hruauwgm uvarglra nc ua cttuirve

to economic inequalities and environmental de:q
2009) . During these decades, growing environ
security, I nf I manto,n amd iumoermgieheoiyn g a tf eodo d p epap Ice

i deol ogically and econooriFa &lylsy atdo @104dWw , t pei r4;
Mok et al ., 2013) . I n this context, ur ban dwe
cl i mantgee cdhmd sustainable devel opimmesatat habl enod i
| oc-pafr bggdicfo¢ #Fd®8ystad, 2019, p. 5).

I n Canada, ur ban agriculture e xsiusptpsor it e d t
agriculture, commund tgarghherde n6Br amnd & aC&wytaer,
gardens commeénden rsedfaeaest owhi ch are managed an
| ocal community in whicl( Gwiotdarotr dtl oavler s 20 kz
gardens constiitdetde sitnay ¢ 7 ol iod isdu al househol ds
municipality, communityo(dwokupme,t ladnd t2rOoustt,, par

Diverse groups of peopéeomemiocnngstinmgata parti
gardeaper( D& Freedman 2010). Although communi t
a response to food i nsecuréctoyn oammidc scuornvtievxatl,, ti
are being used byas oannposiittyi vwge rfdogrnoeeo shnou n ietcyo,n o
individual d e vbeel imfpBmeRnyts taandd, w2eOl 119 , p. 5). These
not only produce food, I|ife satisfactioy, envi
can also have otibemmibteynebbuitIlsdi mgi,c he dwscati on,

(Guitart et al., 2012, p.364).



Al t hough the community garden provides a ¢
rel ations, the dynamics of i nclusion/ elxcl usi
highl i dhhatrembntilbpaus and pomaking satspeteéegi o Mm@l
i mmi g.rAadmtig t esdHyw tthe f ul | compl exity of cC omr
concentrate on conflicts and powegoalynwawas c$ 0

i nvestigate the extent to which these gardens:s

coping mechanisms while | earning Moo elpiviea meway
constand ntthse i nherentl yeswearad 2 df asaotoprai.ef chni ME

I n this thesis, I address the-maemphbexmand
l ranian i mmigrants in three urbbnmaommyntcogdag
my —research on I r aenrissaard d diramu n iemgpl peyedenpr atce
alt houghso interviewed some Bengal. communi ty

community gaowemow i mmigrants, thhumamgsh armdciat |
gardener s,emcomantriurcg laaand s Gad ptee rtntaa tH ¢ ® € drgpeme u a s
Sotel o, p2whie# )k, through sensuous experiences,
bel onging and attachments to the gardens and t

i's that a garden is a hybkcreind elr g rddwsmaren et nheadt

(Power , 2005) , and the hybriditnyakafngt hewi ddn dch
gar den) into a complex and muttolayéheeanaonani
human) play critical roles to create an alter

This thesis investigates howhuhneatne)r oigre na oluyg

context such as a community garceésns atticoebyrnp

enchanting | andscapemd htad comsei.d enreixagemstioiess rh dive



a sense obehopgeanwetbmmunity is perceived and
smal | community gamdelh.expandemynexesesarcdh oque
l'iterature with which | engage.

Research Questions

This thesis falls within the scope of environmental anthropology, which traditionally
studies humanso rel ationshi pgenwanmenti Relyimgroa ct i o n
environmental anthropology allows the development of an understating of meaningful encounters
between humans and nrbomans and the ways in which humans form their knowledge of non
humans within a hybrid landscape such as an wbeimunity garden (Neves, 2009; Ingold, 2004,

Degnen, 2009Bhatti et al., 2009; Hitchings, 2003The overarching aim of this thesists
demonstrate the multilayered, complex, and gradual processes ohploey that takes place

within three community gardens in Montreal, Canada. Through the lens dfypuanism and by

focusing on sensuous embodied practices and daily encountagislighit the importance of the
garden i n I mmi grant so l i ves. Al s o, I highl i
heterogeneous actors in the process of constructing an alternative home within the urban
community garden. Postumanism sheds light omé complexity of human and nduman
interactions and examines the entangled paths which heterogeneous actors negotiate in order to
meet their need@\rchambault, 2016Power, 2005Hartigan, 2017; Hartigan, 2015).

These bodies of |Ili taenrtahtrwrpeo | (ogryv iarnadn npeonsttah u n
me t o de mamsatlhnhoateepriaskcdeng goes beyond a simpl e |
environment . imaghogw 1bkata gloanpd ex process in
interact , ompétdt abamcdtreegaet i at e actAsvea yhytbo icdr eaa

the community garden is a place with strong p



pl aces huamadnsnonft i s an enchantingemphdsocagpgev &
their soci al relationships as well as their e
fih o medsipkad@®en d a-§aeal p, p2bhag)offers aasmende.l ohgdé m
I i nvestigate whet heobpughdidemiggighmgs happgemoms i di
in community gardens and by developing my per
of community gardening. The main aim of t he
guestions.
1. To what exteneand in what ways do immigrants work to create a new homelike space
within urban community gardens in Montreal, Canada?
2. How do nonhumans collaborate with, interrupt, andfacilitate the process of plaee
making?

This thesis suggests that both humansramrehumans are critical actors in the process of
constructing an alternative home. | argue that some immigrants who have a background in
gardening and have experienced enchanting encounters within a beloved garden in the past employ
community gardening toreate an alternative home within the garden. And they do so in the hope
of reenchantmentsas well as cultivating a sense of belonging, connection and inclusion
Community gardening helps them to transform their connections with their surroundings and
dewelop their emotional attachments to Canada. | also assert that some immigrants, through the
daily practices within the community garden, learn about nature and their reciprocal relationship
with nonhumans, which in turn helps them to cope with and mathegeonflicts and difficulties
they face in new daily lives. Using theories and examples extracted from my interviews with
l ranian i mmigrants, I show t hat mi grantsodo plc

narrate the stories of human angiwinuman interactions and play a critical role iacreating



i mmi grantsd homes in a new country. I n the n

challenges | faced during my fieldwork.

Met hodol ogi cal Considerations

This thesis I & basddcobedfipel dWwoee communi
Canada, between May and October 2019. 't empl
1997) t hat i ncludes participant oma@mpVv atgi, on

unstructur edr @ mdredivn geTwhsii,§ eamitnigireide s ppr oach al i

aim of c ol |-deecpttihn gd artiac h(, Maijne e d , 2018) . Partici
sampling (Goodman, 1961) relying on personal
gardeners in the community gardens. All inter

To understand and gtaikvee ss einns ec confimu nrvdikyg rgaganrt dse

Sspaces, I actively engaged witshtdhaot il dilabepid &
pseuddmntyeasgfy dpe!| oecnommuni ty gardens | ocated in
MontreadedeCyges-Marviid,l e-BErt e rPsiracn) . The majorit
gardeners in these thmegraeaommuniirhgy grodpast ivat
research consist of i mmigrants from Iran and I

of the hybrid netvwarnmknn(sgf ofumaeres gmedemngh ianmds ¢
nomumans)] |l asswan understandi ngqakbifndgowasg het ge
performed by gardeners within these urban com

| began my fieldwork i n fcheocsogpmrmumg tof g2ald ld*e
a daily basi sofatdadyi. f fLeartent, thiopmpesng to find mor
devel oped my research sitefgr @pafiphotoohmumbwby mc

gardensiynt dr vaile®wendg asloomec o mmuansi ttyh egyarwemershe



gardemethese commBGmnivieyy gnygr demcss on [ tawBbannbim
my gtooealprovide any compariokommuet wegemgadidfefnenr e
pl aataek i ng prbhcbecame engaged in tme daiclusedow

gardening practices, encéduwmtaenrss i metdvaadry gairyd en

relationships that were formed in these wurban
events and in plantimg, watderciomposweaeadi mag, ol ar
and |ived experience during my presence in th
gardening activities, having ordinary conver :
gar dedreesicsr ops of plants, their patches, and th
gar dahl these were parts of my participant 0 |
notebook, digital sound recordaes, aapdr papepan:
was on my knees pulling weeds and raking, S peé
water a patch carefully, and chopping and shr.

Observations

Detailed partiwepantontsetredti onexpl ore tl
(pl ant preference, regul ation, desi gn, and c
Mazumdar , 2012) . These observations also helgy
garden; thiechwagysoplihe wstaged, for med,-hwmansanana
ot her gardeners, and theirresdhwmpreadyndippg owor lad $;
the wurban | andscape. Th disker ooubgshe r viae li dannedo we s e
phot ogrdMphsmdar & Mazpmtdabpheotrtdmpany of gard
through the garden and helped with watering,

conducting for mal and informal diemt enraypise W*,X cteq



the plum community garden; for mal intervi ews
garden, which wil!/ be explained [ ater).-This 1
humémrsesence as trhed rwgpshyasliway s pfrelste, menti one

gar detrmeorusght s, memories, and activities (Power
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I ntervi ews
|l conducted uennsdterdu citrutreerdvioepwesn i n Far si (wi

English (with Bengal.| gardeners) to collect d

9



t hree hour s, aver agienrgvi @W imiadutae st h-éBEmecahii hiunma

relationships, I mmi grants' l'ife histories, an
al so, -mhki pgaeaed gardening practices). This t
detail sneombrtksiof their childhood gardens, th

their relations and connecfiaildrerwiald hi(ved érgpmemmu
Sotelqg, p201174)hel d multiple sessionesmefofmeeher:
interviewees ( I-r eccoonrdduecd eidn t2e3r vaiuedwso i n t ot al ) .
guestions, I attempted to | earn @bomt ainmneing rc
per s pogcHairwea s, 1964, Mazumdad) & Maedendanppr2d4dc
enabled interviewees to freely respond to th
(Mazumdar & Mazumdar, 2012, p. 260) . I ntervie
eight gardeners weriex fwomen)yanarnfd woe metmvoaerde s
me n fainwde me n) . Pseudonyms were used to protect
participants.

Concordia University Human Research Ethic:

humanbjpeot ocol was foll owed. I presented a co
and informed t hem!baebfoourte paostkei nntgi atlh eins stuce si ndi ¢
participate in this research by sni ganni nogp ptohret uin

to ask any questions they had about the study

given a copy of the form. They were informed t

! There were minimal foreseeable harms to the participants for this research, and most of the topics did
not deal withsensitive issues. However, there was a small degree of risk involved because the participants
were asked to talk about their memories of their homeland, which would cause some emotional
discomfort.

10



without providing asseasasn Ahsdowithpneseprppedc

sheet about my research and its ai ms. None of
vidreeocording during my fieldwocéa&al|l @encen 1 odks

Conductfiingl dwer k came with surprises, une x
negotiations. Ethnography is perpetually in a
i nvestigation that never ends, whet hreevrentt he ri n
encounter (such as the event | describe in th
a new solution in regard to employed met hodol

fpl oeno mmuni ty gardeners Hadvitld kE pHalid dlagzewhe

show thatherael tnmhaoyu gthe tmoments of failure when
fieldwor k, such surprises can help us develop
facilitatentbft cobtheand meaningful datahwithi

uni que research project.
Anmutsider in the garden

On a pleasant summéprl @y mulni ways gau tdseind evati h
friend who had hedegadses tloey otme tamae | et me

gently caressed the mapl e t fSaemdy Brecnwgrad it e ng a

|l ate 60s, | started wal king around the garden,
fenci hgtook a stealthy | ook into the garden a
gardeners inside working and talking, and | h
inhale the rich smells of darhte ovmatwirstde rgiaa.d ehh
| ocated next to a park where children were pl

t he -ePxatrecnsi on neighbor hood.

11



Sam arrived i nshi bt uwei tsihoar si rawnidt iTnged mi | e

myself and thanked him for agreeing to help m

Finally, I was inside the secret gar dernontAt t |
of It under a sunshadet wetreakesiax mesntchamsd folmatg
several small patches, growing plants from al
had never seen before. Sam i mmediately starte

and thewiom&t wi the MWhid emamys wpu d sntgi dSragn, we wal k
the garden as he explained that this was a ve

Sam generously offered me a garden tour to

tward some plots in the |l eft corner of the ga
peopl e were watering their smal./| pl ots, and t
had small baskets and wereubgrwesedimg, vegetaab
pl ot s, and collecting decaying | eaves and roo
| andscape covered with I ndian, Greek, Chinese
me .

As we wal ked, maen meitt anhilsndvainl ed wife 1in
weeded as he stood next to her, hands on his
and described about my project. They seemed t
when anontiavepigedywoman dressed all in white v
conver sat i ofFraannd lsi aiieds cleir ntea | mmedi ately that
presence. She had a cold smile andr dmog.keld fadl
bit anxious without knowing why. She | ooked a
started asking questions about my identity, m

12



| began to explain aodpioobnwi $sbi agswerr daeseq
clear way. However, she seemed even more unha
telephone number and said | would need to cal
t hat shegewass miol ilmgh. After condbeftngsheWebcoas
our wal k through the garden, and Sam told me
| should not take the encounter personally. H
of the community giarr dsetnr,o mgr dp érhsaadn alwittihe st,hei t
relationship with them. Then, he revealed a s
have only one plot, but some of the Greek peo

t hey ksmoemeone d@n bhtohaer dg.ar d en

Ten minutes | ater when Sam was watering hi
al one, Fran-oise showed up again. She told me
that | could not umettyr gartaetnheviplhwmtc Gramm. Her
second, and just when | At.laeemdgHtorshentwas i ckavse ,w

|l must be there andoAssska s$ai gouhi sponsdee sata
t he @sargdaetne . Il was a bit shocked as | was not

goodbye to him. Her defxtl woertd sy owe rceo meo rhreir seo men:
will come here as well b6 olfassmldewhatked tybhe gaeal
said that the next ti me | wanted to come, I |
di smi ssed me wi tfihowdbdlyed elf ti mpd utmo cmynmuni ty gar
| could conductt myntresraptcihomwi theom a suspici ol
it was up to me to prove that | had no intent

the solution would be found by changing my me

13



I returmedommumiltuyy garden with supportive

detailed description of my project. These | ef
garden without Fran-oise accompanying me. Alt
mantain their privacy, I held interviews and
wanted the respondents to feel comf &éraabbeéeseaeb

overhearing our conversations.

Al t hough | wasaboutti ahily oamdagpey I qgui ckl 'y
allow me to spend more time observing daily
gardening practices, and sketching maps of t he
formavi ewmg ern the garden, I had more time to

gardeners to take photos of their plots prior
aspect of the main argument eef pthyscrheésical i
process of constmaukcitnign)g, gaanrdd eln swa(nptlGpadcrec @ pu m e rs
of -momans and the ways i n wopircech etnlceey wer e al te

I n ot her gardens, I coaducewd Tor mhle pmes
humans. As Poviehi  20@®r) o aaa B uremanrst wtelr et an ovra y s
pr eg(emawer, 2005, p. 43), but i n-htumansasere@f n
present duringethdeves et ecrommideuvcst edihacnefaoreaf d a
interlocutors to take photos of t-lhemanppioeéesenc
was stil/l felt during the interviews even tho
reseharparticipants to take photos of their p |
practical method as | could see what they cons:c

rather than relying on my owel petdempr éentbasieeng

14



pl ots through the |l enses of their eyes and tF
Typically, the first photos taken and shown |
favorite and mor e tihroper tt darety wlearet snosit. @¢roud o

encountFeranwiotise brought about this strategy.

Figure3:Yel I ow |l il ies, summer 20 lygaroliPBermaliovomam.k en by T

For example,the hot o of vyell ow I ilies was Shamil abd
her favorite and only ornamental plant in the plot. She told me she planted it because her mother
used to plant yellow Iilies in theiatongher den 0

previous life and her background.

Figure4:s ummer 2019. Photo taken by AMalik

15



The two photos abov @ Bemngalvwomdnanker fate 5gshawMa | i k a
me the methods she used to protect her plantings marmots (using chicken wire). The photos
manifest a competition between humans andmanans for the resources available in the garden.

It also reveals that the garden is a hybrid landscape that heterogeneous actors negotiate in different
ways in oder to meet their needs.

These photos helped me to further design my interviews in a more productive way to
extract interesting data from my participants and their daily lives and interactions within the garden
that | might have missed without these vigepresentations. This method facilitated highlighting
the presence of nemumans in the interviews as | would ask why a specific angle was chosen for
taking a photo and why specific plants were the main focus of a photo.

The story | nalrirae edhanadeomeucteiang fi el dwce
attending an out dodrel peentme NMor exwdra,i ni my r e.
met hods t o Imyl efarenleddwotrhkat , i n order to coll ect
of itrmtteractions in the community gardens, I
met hodol ogi es based on events and encounters
conducting participant observationouwmrst ear kweiyt h
AiFr ane(a sktoard member of phlUmgkoenmedi mg ogar de
should actually do participant observation. F
means and met hods (for exaaonpdx,ofastkheiigr rglsptosn
gar-thapping while | was in the garde@mpssiGtank e
during the fieldwork and add to the research

what theycomkhedi apogardeni ng.
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My fieldwork enabled me to collect a set o
tographs, maps, and sketches. During my fi
gardens, | rad dheod oruagrhe fdetldi Intfedes t hat ai m
ervations. I read these, in addition to in
tent , | ater sorting, codi nfigel amdntanahgzirme
weamdsemergeélonda-Bemes o( p2817 Mazumdar & Mazu
s approach helped me to develop a thematic
my odatati ng approach.

A thematic analysnstwas dapplicod!| kased dur.i

roach facilitates the identification, of thr
becoming familiar with the interview tran
l owi ng:

ithe garden as an enchanting | andscape;

ithe gardenesmatce vaeas hamealin the new enviro
ithe garden as a hybrid | andscape.

I n addition, through the process of erdeadi nc¢
coded the repetitive and relevant themes ¢
categorize the data rtchhatqueestei anoss.t r el ev a
pters Breakdown

Each chapter in this thesis advances my pa
form that argumemda . maisn nant guWmemnmte vanfa kisnigs t |

a garden i sanad gmuadiuialay ecroentp Iperxo c e £ nd red ean e
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nor -hnuoman centered; both actors play <critical
alternative hom@hawtteéern nl tihe tgledreati cal ; usin
il lustrate that urban community gardens are
i mmi grant s. To dnoottibinss, olf empltay tplea cepti on,
affect, and entcd amitg migi d latn dtslcwiptehlseq@us atr iedi ars sloa
and daily routines. By focusing on sensuous e
gar demeemmosr i es of a beloved chil dhooddogaedénonl
with theirardanramct iadtimegish t he extraordinary enc
wi || show that such transformative experience
Canadat heir new home. I n thi@neambaptesr ,anld wielslc
ofenchanting encounters through which they fou
will demonstrate how memories of a beloved chi
to invest their time and enee gg-én onkan ttrheen tc,o0 mm
in turn has helped them to develop emotional
i mmi grants in mh&i pgocess of place

Il n chapter 2, | address the critical rol es
and explain how community garechdrei fgpraddaiegnss |l ivn
space, fftaomifidgremr edb(dHohdaS§aeelso, p20ad®Bd to enhanc

physical and memdiang.helalwihlalaafglo ewed il onmi tghh @ nd tsr e

processmaki pnd ace the community garden. This a
pl aacaek i ng in a garden is a complex and gradual
physical struoatdsrcepef dheilutbamolwahow communi
asalternabtiinei mmimegrdeosntdéa-§aeeael o, p201%4). I n this

18



focus onérgadedemaer & hemapkrioncge,s sa lotfh opul gahc elo Awi | | [

huménosl es i n thenakrimnge sy dfocplsamegg on t he ways
their per sonal preferences. I ndirectly, I wi |
gardeners to build theirenseorcsi aaln dr edleavteil oonps hai psse
and community in the garden. Focusing on the

rel ationships between gaébrodehn etrhse wmatleralallow yme

i mmi gr aamak phégpdea glhetuel ¢, p20124) . I n this way, I
complex and multidi meimakbng!l aspects of this
I n chapter 3, through the | ens of Actor Ne

active pr eisuemacnes ofemnnamed gaxml ain how pl ants ce
processmakKiApdTade®es not offer a fixedaddhewnty o
for -semveimonment.alRgthheenrometnai s an approach that
worldyd poitmot itnhge h ydtrhiad nceotnvsd ri&tnudt et hteh ew awfese ilidn, w
constit ueanftfibeoltehmeenmatcsh ot d(eHi tacnhdi nogu,r s2e0 v3e,s p . 1
(2003) famrsdckerr-nasttvor k t heory, peomlaeé s a@abmjdectde.as
against each other, and it i's through these
understandings ofo(Hhi shisomg, et gt Wardokn)t he o
(ANT) is an approeehvehbhowhkbépseraogonhoupgeactor s
alter each other throu®ly theghhegivoarkga gnbmemtt ,a
chall enges and compet i t-Hwmanb eda omecerns h(uRMAaWe r g n «
demonst rlatoe ktimgt i;m t he garden is a hybrid, gr
humans -momam®o®nare central to and that both pl:

on instances of competition bet-waeaacnatnu nuanndso a
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gar débneesrts efforts anfihycompetse ngi thet hembhr ol me

pl apBower , 2005, p . 48) . Wee-thakicagq byndbal it éde

gardener s. I wi || al soairlel wstgoatoe st matd dreawi m
processmaki pdg dcheinlicle i | | wvmatkri antge itsh aat dp/lneaara ¢ pr
heterogeneous actors are enrolled in construc
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ChaptAgrPllace of Enchanting Encounter
Coopéera(t2e0sO 6 ) :

The thoughts of a man or woman sitting or

and now on that, fluidly followingstbheir
object .. this nicely captures tfhei tfd ui
journey through thought, i mag884&a)i on, and

Figure 5: Grape community garden, summ2019. Photo taken by Atefeh Heydari

l ntroducti on

This chapter seeks to illustrate the ways
experienced as an enchanting | andscape in the
Canada. I n gefnemr abhn gacHeaensi md | a nednscchaapnet i fnar

encount esengwaousgembodireadn sd opsnr cpeencopelset i on  wi t

surroundiByynwbaihd s ng dncnmeuvannt etrltsose surprising
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pl easurekbketbéapempie®pce during their daily rout
gardens (BhaaAgd iBleat tail .et 2®DI09FEMZEAN) meaat e | nu g
occurs t hrsoeungshora -gnewlpgtsigphyg of evervVvdaysknbepu
experiences are woven intodtabkesfabr @&épdé 6 @ipagnke

I n gardens, such enchant ifimg lseenncsoournitaelr se, n geaxg
and emotiomnavli t At tdeh mpdmtc 00 B Imatptei péthpale, aff
mi nds and bodies, and help them to further deyv
199Bihat t i 8t. diIn. ,;t i2n®Q9 t he sum of those experi

gar dens irn twhaayns aoctchderadtienrg atlo( @rdoepiatrstoine st al . ,

and recoaqrsi zseoutrltem of enchantment. Thus, t he
hope-enfc hraemt ment (Bhatti et al., 2009). As Bha
Ho pef -eme& hant ment hel ps us to foreground t he
pl acehammi/tceod b yn aptéaoppllea caen df ul | of mystery,
can have profound meanings, and whnebrieneecol
(p. 64)
I n this chapter, I emplloiyv etdh esvwBicecheldairf d in&
connection between emotional at tfhaocv neenmbto dainedd sq

psychosocial engagement s rwiithh etvigeGamayi & |liMaaad ault
2010; Bhatt.i et al ., 2009, |Ip.ve@l)sopraayw i dxtde rspia
asfispace thato(l Gavrres & nMe tf eeellfse, 2010, p. 42). .,
or inhabutédasp@cgandean phenomenol ogically, t
inhabitati owhoftht heqworkd, people to open ther

involved in creative imagination (Game & Metc

22



Because we |ive in spaces through our i mac
petnti al ( Game &B aMehtecl aalrfde,, 12006190);cphekemenel o @By
isuggest d itvlealboiftimiehed gae d2@anfheo®ugh this rever
garden has the poawer fitmoabgaen eedn cahnadn triennge mber ed
(Bhatt.i et al ., 200Y,bep.at7?lo)n. ilsn at hcaotn ceegsit a xhta
to as a for m-cafusrad¢B edytwigdre akl h a éndoont mggedens ref er

memories t hadaf pae orpd el Gheacvree tha gh@@tfdtdenn st ay wi t h

theéi oeBhatti et al., 2009, p. 70).

Her ei n, the concept of |l ived space helps
fie moti onal dantd agahrmkentss as enchanting | andscape:
s o, I first endageencvwiatnt nteme ,t haddreiceas ocand t he

| empl oy thhahptmnaet pemwbefphi Bnuno (2002) defines
worl d fthorodwsgh t askog Bhmd touretsamses 200 x,vlepp. 68)
how gardeners experience, sense, and percei Ve
gar demkeirlsdhood memor iifmu lsteenrsmed atl h recmwggphg e me n t
attaocobkBéatti et al., 2009, gmrdéh)s.in their be
After all, the memories of enchanting encol
mi nds and keep gardeners motiayateommtoi spegdr d:
hope -exfperrd encing enchantiremg dhiulsdheomd oen e du e ix
mu ksteinsor i al engagement i n coGorhudidthy ogla rmkeanos it
take thiemr dagtk memor yo(Brhdtit magitndatbi.drh & 008 | ¢h

gardens that tlharyddefltniaoommeni thighlogner dl&atwisveashe

Honda-§oteeal g, p20174) some I mmigrheltengixme,rieha
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security, peace, tranquility, communi ty, and 1
t €anada.

The chief argument of stolmiesodt!|heenocrheatnitcianlg cehnac
experiencesensioai mbl eingagement I n quotidian | &
their connection with theisrt asburlriaun dainndg sb, e | goinv
them to develop embei onalur eStutcehd htnrgaants ftoor mat i v
often marked by happiness, excitement, and | o
i mmi grants crmase Asteomatofvemhmoi nterl ocutors
to the garden can be produced and reinforced
bel oved gardens during childhood. I n that way
pepl e experiensedsbohrabglengpabéement in their ¢
them to return to their community gardens 1in

As captured in my research, after settling
interviewed had experienced | oneliness, depr e
gardens were happy places wherehtheyeveuldayo
I n that dynamic, gardening emerged as a trans
depression, which all owed them Caonakaect ®pt ¢ i e
a homey space in ft htethosegarasuwlst. s,| nl v legvugeost t |
bel oved chil dhood gardens, their memories of
the garden and to inv-esé¢athegrani alkt andatinee g
i nnoat her quotidian | andscape. To make that ar

fieldwor k.
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The discussions, argument s, and narratives
chief argument o-makhng 1t heargsaarnd ebhnastnnepsh ahtygb r i d
t hat ar e rceeinttheerre dhwmesamannnhened ( Power, 2005) I S
mul tilayered process in which heterogeneous

alternatThreothgpmedaisl ywi it ht éhruahatmacansd i momur ban co

gardens, i mmigrants receive opportunities to
new home. Considering the garden as an encha
natioowkt uottomdy,chas | eBaborate in Chapter

I n the same vein, the principal goalanof thi
| andscapes such as community gardens is full ¢

mu ksteinsor i alt ewsngadgdermen| andscapes but can al so
attachment to their newenlkkdmead mehhuys,t hiery trted uh
a space in order to regain the sensxepeafi emeaede
in their beloved gardens of the past. Those f
the community gardens as alternative homes.
As enchanting, hybrid | andscapes, gardens
engagement awmid fhnudmamansal i ke. They are | andscap
and attachments sudirhoue alte ypemd |lteh da hiélf & snie ®m no
20009, p . 146) and pertemaesthe ¢higemchHddnteich g
encowhBeaast I et @ahus, 2D0BPopcps 6d)such encount
because that approach hetestéenpedeasrahagaaddnhbe
t he nhcautlutruer e binary, alsn It hdest acd hHapitner Ch apetl eyri n3

phenomenol ogy and my dat a, Il 1l lustrate how I
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plural worlds in their everyday | ives and deve
even to mtpec(iBhat tpil aet al ., 2009; Bachel ard, :

How people define their rr-hed man oosmp @si om st
meani ngf ul | andscapes, as wel | as how parties
matter of enchB8rt ngg eanbanhedr saand affected
interactions that can occur duembhgdidad | gx p®mit
whi ch f ord ev ewdbagrmahtien quoti di an | ahnudnsadmdspeens wi t
ti me setasdtotil |l o(Bhatspeeitfiad . pl 28DWf%eac tp . 6 1
dynami ¢ ptorwieg g & rhé&atr de acca n mencst s 1itad duyr ea mach dmicrud ,t u
and emoti on, a-hudmahuBnearnb ea i & hn et . aAf. f, e c2t0,1 33 s pa
(Berl ant, 2011) , autonomous (Massumpowe2bOZ®Dp,
@ffect anddd Mes ”*RUMLi&,pt e d x ) .

Therefore, focusing on affect and enchant.
copm exity of plural worl ds:huimanal ad tlee |l fhhss mao s
humans ar e ahfufneacntsedvibay pnaornt i cul ar encounters i
dai |l yiphamanencounters in commuJPiatyy nggarada et (i Ar
i mmateri al and emoti onal-huanamecit st eo fac thiuonasn |

reconsi deriladce®nalwlfi &theda nedx plkeecltiagdfisonabout t he

including in icel maref dibleedr d bcahinyert¢ Badr. , 201 3, p .
et al . (201" hr baglk auwvupgubddily, affective enta
varied and complexly | ayered forces (actualit]i

et c. ) mpwed laerde tio think and rethink, otm. f3&%7) .an
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A landscape of enchantment, affection, and re:
| argue that gardens are enchanting | andsc:
sensuous e mbeondcieesd emhp ecrhe xla mipll lewss tfrreaotnme i wittelr vi e
i mmi grants |iving in Montrealnr avVledt aaglpr @ac le wt
bet ween people, their gardens, and @amrdadss i n
an enchanting | amdsdapeiired) eéemahl yrdtamme nti fien t he
a certasen«Ki biddd iatflgr:ouagh haptic perceptiadn; a c

emotionalityotmsr oul)h. mRBynocgnsi dering gardens

t h

an

t h

mo

r e

ho

at the spaces have to be consitdetrheedi rb eiynonmadt
d emotional adpeetss hiawvei mmi preamt ghl i ghted.

Af fect sheds | ight on the mysterious coal e
e I mmat er ibearhd ttiyo rod, hidhnmocpressd,i ndgr eeghms fri s o d & p ng
ve, Vvulnerability,o(Breedaritcyh, etauwrdt. i,a ®90D,1 3an
chanted, and fascinated by afsleaasdousp e mbeld
perddehaes ienrgi,ngwatdt gghnhgg, tpi mmi ng, weeding
stod mad occur during the routines of everyd
ments of surprise (Bhatti et al., 2009, p.

The garden is a meaningf ul | amdeasape shage
| ati ons hkhiupmsa nwi,t hh ncdmudi ng pl ant s, ani mal s, 4
me to ornamental plants, trees, fresh fruit:
d, of cour se, tdheh gacdemieed avhomealalvepleot t h
mforting spackEnchamtithgegmsalfvyesti ve encount e

ndane routines of everyday | ife and domest
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emotional esn gvagylelmeands sgi vve them a sense of sta

Mazumdar , 201 2; Bhatt. et al ., 2009) .
Enchanting encounters occur when people fir

and extraordinary in theBendatty 2a00L1LyitTekesy(

mystery that move peopl e &mdhneltdn e twhdihr tden

worol hatt.i et al., 20009, p . 63). Through ext

gar dhesvsabi ted &rydhhvwomiame ,and body, as well as |

unite to create meaningful, sensuous experien
As mentioned, Bennett (2001) has posited

encoufiwt ehs someét toinreg dtiddndot haxipeogeadegirzi ng f e
full ness ordamoment aprlye nri & tuadreBie ntnoe t @ h ii%2d0h0old,d ap p .
description of enchant ment al $d e seameir mgteido nisn oSl
commutny gar densiShhBkoual egxpaanhpdl ewoman from Bangl adc
visits her garden in the early mornings becau
expl @aTmesle moments are full ofi spossaittuirvae Geedn ewi gy
magi cal &s d ehret smo metnt t.dlTehtat!l rlecwe rtimeg md stasur e
the everyday | ife of the garden functions as
magi cal pl ace sfhoer cSha mieled wheearcee, t he fl ow of

Il n a similfepeip®Riadrdcd,r ani an womainnadgsiu
sati sfact@rnyc Ipuldeiansgu rtehse, pl easure of sitting on
expl aiFnewch: ti me to ti me, | take a édreaczhaarce $i
enjoy the scene, scents, and BboaurmSckyiadrediund hmd

moment has profound meaning, changéeéisngewombde:
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increases her satisfaction with being

as Shamila and Sepideh visit -@rheehantcmenmu n(i Bhya t

in the

2009), and that hopedscscayvyerpop$ the ganddear ynto

inhabited by-hbhmmasseandtnes.

As described in those reflections,

smal | e

enj oy or diinnasrpyi rbiuntg apMee as ureess. alnh ads @ heceridi rdaari yl vy

encounters can befRamanhi ngni B or6éntiasn,s {vainebwess hniisd

as a magi cal pl ace where he can see t

he col or

earthy odoratoefr ead fgraersdhelny, w n our ch&tiwbetideg

from afar as an extraordinary moment,

one t ha

Simil arfSaoafRelzmani an woman in her | ate 50s,
startednabvepgeafditer mont hs of effort, the momer
her. L fiLkad ogihs, el, r ani an woman i n her | ate 60s, S

the clouds through the sky and amolmewd shdrh atto b

back to the community garden day after day. S
as transformative experiences in gardenes and
moments ar e tr anrhsefyo rcnhaat ni guieen oghégfedarunseex st mp | e, ma k

happy anddirveextchemdpl easure and enjoy-ment,

enchant ment and repeat experiences with) those

have desaridieed at pé age f ul | of mystery
meanings, and where ecol ogy,o(e/ mdtdi)an,
Pl anting, potting, watering, compo

gar dener se moot idoenvaell oaptid me dimfeind sf, o ram @f
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of caring for @UBmatst ianedt oalh.er s206e4d,f p. 62) .

gar den mai nt ai ns repetitive rhythmemboadidedp e

experience, as well asermbeedeasd sitenttheg mpdh etals@N
(Bhatti et al., 2009, p. 62). As a sensuous, ¢
Sspace, gardening anchdemnotamhadit §whsnadlp eepprif eos

meaning to repetitive quotidian activities an

in the garden and gardening for some people m

memori ¢éovefd Wardens from their childhood.
According to Myers (2019), we do not know

do. As she expl ains:

rdens are performative and pedagogical : t

nat ur equ dhiotw tpd afngun e eisn pihaming | bowsoae

a
o
houl d appreciate these forms of [|ife as b
conomically producti MeMyears,e dl12pg i oagl.| yl 25
n

guoéersg Mydo not seek to depict sol ely
gardens and gardening, for moments of failure,
certainly possible in gardens. Whenhhgardgmaede®:
the complexity of daily |life turns gardening
gardens an exhausting |l andscape (Bhatti et al
and effort that thetyhenspatesnbedbeme ghtreendi
suddenly stop gr owi riga cakn do fditei.meF ome aont8laeirds ,i & h
remembering that abandoned space bothers then
' imitatewonisnll|l i fe can prevent ol der people fr
spawns a sense of disappointment and disencha

gardening and wunsatisfying momemtfs firrusg arad e ros
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defeat (Bhattd.i & Church, 2001, 2004) . Against
positive aspects of everyday routines in garde

of connectedness apneds astutcahc hanse ngta rtdoe nlsa nadnsdc ah o w

Expl aini nrge vtelreb,etrBatenhoenl ar d (19 8) rbaenamnc e
hear the poem, i n the r evog xiboev iait )i .0 n(Bladwde®k)ls puesbeks
the t er mirteol astpiecadka kodgd(nGaomei & Met cal fe, 2011, p.
to amal gz a&i codpglheaasurses the everyday picachotes,

be anal yzed usod(nBgh artattiailo.n,al20s0c9,enpc.e 65). That |

facilitates moving beneath the surface and f o
written, riervwirtberwas itomsgi ve gr eédper xdeptdeh T b eg
us to concentrate on the details of everyday
throughout our || ives.

Foll owing Bhatti et al . (2009) , Il view enc

which helps to cl ar iorfleya tti hoen scho nppsl ewi itthy noaft uhruemaar

are altered and moved by their surrounding wo

ulti mate aim of this thesis: to tcreanntsecreendd acroen
that semparatfteomacul ture. As Bimat teincetundale.r (tZhGk
us has depth of being; it has an effe&(tp.in/ on
65) . I explain that siurtcat einconadydandmih hibe an

encounter can be endthiame, ngl acned ardemdbmory e( B
73). One such enchanting@Sadmbounwer kwag expeéhi
day, felt an ur gewitt hn eheedr thoa rteo uhcehn dish.e Slhier tdes

nature as an incredible experience:
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|l was working in my patch [when] all of a s

and touch @&h&nadiwr whyl @&éan | fgelme Itiok ed ot hten
touched the dirt, held it iGn dmyr tf.i sLti;k ei tw hw
to play with back.home when | was a child

That enchanting encounter with nature repr
has asaaiffwmeichd i n nat aanad Absbuarormoeusn dfiorrgsa mo me n't
the entire universe, tolfe®»eéwvs)de nTcheato fi nat ecropsrneitca
situation was wor denas i ;T aatxapdaayi, hevdoboWwed t he
my bare hand, my heart started beatingtfoaster
me and took me babchkatt oe nmeyh anhtii Indgh opoadt 0o @i em iger
fromcalf @d e doaindaeggek pnce that reverberate beyon
1969) , c sa ngedle Safr abei ng, and returned her to

ftransverses the nowo@Bldat hienet tal. he2@0@ndpt h

As an efdpade, gardens can be meaningf ul p
2002) . Cultivation, pl antation, potting, and
gardens, help gardeners to devel op en®oatGiaonal
experience wasiMah®kdBengabedwbman in her | ate

seeing a white butterfly moved her emotional/l

It was a hot summer day. I was pulling wee
were removéeed Swmol, when | suddenly saw a r
that we had back home. When this butterfly
hadnseen any butterfly |ike that indCanada
i mmedi ately called my husband to show him
right back to my childhood garden(Bagkshome
2019)
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A simple encountehuman hhad mod&kd dMalemlea, ei,r
in returning her to her childhood garden thro
stirred her emotions.

Enchanting encoumtamd Geawmnirkea rs htaa eSlarbay ot he
as they descriobedrhowetiBefsowmnd@ ar away trees,
and the soumdl atigikkthed dpkaying in the garden
childhoods and to the homes that they kad | ef
involves repetitive rhgehsmeppaniiedeenbgddadden
rhythms of cenerwldiaghl| sfeengthens connections
rooted in a tendency to ca62)for others (Bhat

Humanesl ati onships with and affections for |
calfwedldiStgegwart, 2010). As Anderson and Harri
experienced, and sensed whehathsegnaee Bantwabl d

and fieketomyng attuned to its differences, pos

our senses, di spositions, and expectations an
skill ed Ild(mend eafs oanc tainan Har ri son, 2010, p. 9).
affect indiftatafd ecdpdlthiel wioy |l d around mg and

with the relationshbbd(p.beitxwe.en these two power

Taking theesdrmssuwdusenacshant ment i nto account
live in the world and how the dynamic forces
reform their ways of being and |living in the
a tention to a garden as an enchanting | andsca
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clarify how the soci al and natur al worl ds i n
(Berberich et al., 2013).
Pl anting a paradise

I n thins dedtioavi ng Bhatti et al . (2009) , I
analyze how my interlocutors perceived their
attachment to their plots during dawdrykipm@citn
a garden can befignchhasntangebttaiamepbgdi Oyl haip
perception or  ,isenmoge ofipmpbdey&)h.t hes Bruno (2002)
percepritelomt ed to kinest heessitn, steme ea kihleiictey oonvn a
(p. 6). Because peopl e per ciayls aawhddu rboye Irrsetl ayn
on their senses (Bhatt:i et al ., 20009, p . 6 8 ;
worfi dvol weholtehdbody andtallexpkeriberceseandsunde
(Bhatt.i et al., 2009, p. 68).

As reported by some of my interlocutors, e
pl easure and @&t tgaacrhdneenn.t HRoor oshcereel pEe@reire . ene mb
gardéows Iinstance, weeding, potting,d0npayanhe ng,
energizing or exhausting but also comforting

invol ves hard wor katatte rctoirwve aarmsd wkeddpiarsg bev enrgy t

gardénhhag i s, sbapi ngt amgraelddgna | eisure acti\
compl eted by investing time, energy, sacrific
i natebn t a tchhiseft haersgusment , for the gardeners

haptic perception,-emakvantemeretri emaedr ¢ether mse t |
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gardens and helps them to exmpemieéeycegapmdensi @

alternative homes.

For some garfite meorpsa Bewmglal as wo-@Bs, i webadr ngni
refreshing, rewarding activity. As she explair
a clean pat ch oovced wpilipeldaantt yss:theerd al | day | ong w

concentrtlear Yesandt it staak essf.¢F onnge Saosmiwyead jla g a |

sa@al Iiteals k&(clampeeo | d, 2000) i n whihahi slge ap &cH =weas
Ultimately, through tasks, tools, and her sen:
garden as an enchanting alternative home. At

t asksci@pe.iodfadr] r ani an wéfhan it Beledatc hgagolpy,anting
and weeding generate joy. She told me that ph
into one of meditation and relaxation trhat ha:«
i's noyw anetreedkscape where she has to complete t
but -caalskosdapédwlsgraec,e t hrough quotidian practice
the garden that she envisions.

Sepideh is not tperoerbyegpopgéengr pehoef al m
Simil ariReadawheerhas battled depression since | €
activities and hard work in the garden have b
he expiGain cheni, ng negwd dd mma)adf riom Fdarreswni ng i n gr
hel ped me téot sucopeewiatnd my &ndeeasnphbdbme, | so
l ran to&Bapadg his garden, cultivatiomgt rfaalmi |
without wusing any chemicals have hel ped Reza 't

as well as depression.
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As shown i n al |l of the foregoing exampl e

experiences, the gardaeheatt havmendtevted opleei r© mo
the physical | abor per f oFfrome dt hienm,t hgea rsdpeancien ga ijs
work, |l aboring, and sweating but al so a sour ceée

in the @gawrdeénng fresh vegetables or the marve

and feeling®&Gthansei Inanatyts® eosrhi mm,e as wel | as
sounds of birds, together createxpeyi andesap
emotions, memories, fandl keep o@Bpatttiimeets pdalade
61) .

One such experi eiflcab o, Irreapnoiratne dwbddya nwh a h «

described her gardeea @ceuheérf salf ecamher waerand

iSince | was a I|ittle girl, my garden has bee
Being in nature and watching. phants mplfteupéea:t
watching a plant grow has turned the garden i
not hing can bother her. Shabnam was not the o
iRi baa,Bengal i wo man isrh alresl ¢pdmnlbpa4nd i ve about 1
peacef ul environment. A single mother who has

|l acks the time to cannot properly care for he

feel sdthe eseape from her stressful l'ife, she
I n the garden, time seems to stop, and | |
weeding and coll ect vegetables, and it hel
I n the end, when my plot | ooks & Skeiptt elmdtetr ¢
2019)
For Rita, gardening is also an escape spac:¢
|l ife, reduce her stress, and simply enjoy the
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Similar sensuous, e mbaoma eB e negkaplair ihmasc el satlee
enchanted and affected by his community garde

|l ooking at the flowers and vegetables that gr

I n the spring, when&lthn®emach ©Dhedeni hgwankt
know that good things are coming. And as t|
as wel | . I can sit on a bench or walk in t

the plants grow,amdcdr dierlon hrmy ws nidn. sTmqg s e
wor(kAugust, 2019)

For gardeners such as Sam, those sensuous
and perceive the worlds around them and deve
ex pereisenand emotional attachment convert garde

That experiencle® Bi2sh awh ate s@irddodk@mth gas Itilsd eni n
and sniffing that goes on wWlien BB&) petbhcaetpt da
definitiofi,n mowemamtdb( Bhabughespakte, 2009, p.
tool that wunites our senses, and through it,
worlds. As Ingold (2000pr dba@aisdevrundemst asmudcihn gm
fimbout what an environment of fers for the pur
currently engaged to perceive .@ff obgs6.)dlb) ect

The sensuouser ieenmbcoedsi eadn de xepn c hant mesmtdaitlhyt
|l ives can be acquired in natwural environments
circulate in gardens and perceive theiers mat e
enchanted by and unitefodit ks emetotrii ea.lotThergowaqh
perceive, acquire, anfdor emgegideBhhatiitaglernowlledge
Foll owing Bruno (2002), | 8suggesnh ghadewsal kieh

devel op their sensibilitiesia ssdhshotsrsopgpaecachah
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(p. 203) . I n that | ight, a gafiaddm ultehd mrmge € xgpre r
feeling thirdugkankBeoéyactivating the senses i
respo(nBreusno, 2002, p. 219). Thus, doing garden
i's the enchantimmgnd aonuds cameo dwihed epr actid¢ces c:;

apprehended @&(nBdh aatptpr eecti aatle.d, 20009, p . 69). Wh

| andscape for some people is what they expel
reverberates with their presetnitors.el ves, as |
The garden | remember

Whil e conducting my research, | Onreeaanliinzgef du |t
roles 1 noliimmeisgriafntls concentrated only on thei

gardens in Montr enali.s T(hlu9s9,5 )f calnldo vBihnagt tHr aet al
of my research tomeewamiese of mmihgi antchi |l dhood ¢
hel ped me to identifochalldhokdbeeweemnesmmifgmganm
sust ari nprtehseent r el ationships with their commu
1995; Bhatti et al., 2009).

Sensuous experiences, memor i es, and socio
peo®l Enowl edge and perceptedbhs ©03Rhei Acsaordio
(199Ghi,| diren carry with them into adol escence
favorite childhood gardens. Those memories C
|l andscapes, botth( pp.BBYyat ah@@aeagemoebpks, stimul a
knowl edge and experiences, form their expect
sensory exper i eifacse sa choemmntuen iosnbeanpoeeys prapbehbhct i c

with ot hevisr ammdenthe iem which they work, move,
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p. 47 1s)uggest that memory, as a channeld®& wunifi

senses and delivers those perceptilodnst oasa ac ewht
dept h. Most of my interlocutorsdogaepdensedath di
meani ngf ul pl aces for them where they for med

them to describe their médmédheodofgarhens ampac
understanding the i mportance of the community

One of the gardeners who had amnmMaemadrant i ng

Bengali woman indéecribed bBOw,t Mahsompl e act o
a miracle during her childhood and turned gar
magi cian and give birth to plants. She expl ai

My favorite childhood gaarredhetns swea s Itth ewagsa rsdr

beauti ful. My mot her pl anted al most every
amar ant h, cabbage, okr a, and so on. I n the
bushes, gol den champa, endayol myf mbmcgheaes

beans and asked me to plant them. The mome.]
started to grow wa@el bkenai mitavkewt bh mga
(October, 2019)

Mahdaorstory of hemcbiumsteremaohantgiamglen conf

notions of affect and reverberation can not 0

help to elucidate why the ga®daduhttBo@d Il impe
gardeni ntgo nmadrt.erilsn t hat process, when an ench
one mind, it keeps him or her enchanted by ¢t}
moment .

I n the descriptions that foll ow, olrtahabor
component s i n6l it vesi mmicquamret st heir childhoods
vegetables, flowers, trees, animals, and even
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ar gurear, chil dren, pl ants ameé ¢ XxpEepbiuéh@@)n,g Ibl 0

that the p-hesmencacbdbrseoocan turn gardens from

that keep adult gardeners searching for and w

For example, Sara detailedetlyarden where she spent most of her childhood and the

special place that orange trees and their blossoms have in her life as a result:

During spring afternoons, my sisters and | used to sit under a pergola that my father had
installed for us. The pergolsas covered by wisterialfsin in Farsj. Its violet flowers

fell into the shape of a cascade, and sitting there felt like we were three princesses in a
palace. While my sisters used needles, yarn, flowers, and orange blossoms to make
bracelets and necktes, | used to dig in the soil for buried treasures. | miss those days and
that garden every day of my life. Coming here [to the community garden] feels like a
reunification with my childhood gardéAugust 2019)

The violet flowers of wisteria and whkiblossoms of the orange trees and their sweet scents

turned Sarads childhood garden to a speci al p

has not made her passive. Her attachment to her childhood garden and memories explains her

motivation in pending her time in her community garden.

I n her recollections of home, Shabnam ofte
to be her safe space. Il n her words:
OQur garden did not have many fl owers, just
in the |l eft and right corners of thdygarde.]
color to the gad dany bDlLoweée heavwAuRreee @amabehen
year my grandmother bréhgmteyssckdmes, cubsieng
She knew that | had a hard time at home, at
house by going to the gar desn taunrdn ede etph en gg amr
aé happy place for me. She taught me everytt
At that Gaglnow anythhi ng abo@t trhediatpaetuitdm q
but my grandmot her, and itld ihteelrpa tnee wboymagni,v idni
to (fept eml2é&rl 9)
For Shabnam, the garden was a homey space,
having a good time with her grandmother, and
with keranndmr i ends: fl| ower s il hgaeredse n ahnads ab edeong .
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SPp

t he

eci fi

Sara to

has hel

Acco

emoti on

aning.

d t he

d moo

canny

nsat.

mil i e

only place wher élelmofre els loifk ea mpatshi rga r aze
C persons aadcphahmenangds uacntbh dgpsg aF hdaebnreaen
join community gardens and try to reb
ped them to sustain their bonds to nat
rding to Bhatti &4n®&@)sasesegwprgdensaoagaktaac
, fami-l debipt 9r&4)landAseddfggested in the
ningful | andscapes associated with mem
Manyerofocmyors recalled significant m
ed those spaces into |l ovely places whe!
sensuous practices (Bhattig,etanal d,j g0 &
anting encounters in significant | ands
ir relationships with the worlds aroun
ds associated wimdr enea20 h3)f .ul Afl faenadtss aqp
natures, and thei rhuematnan g lremeen tdsi fwietr he
on (Berberich et al., 2013). For i mmig

s, wjaayr doefnilnogn gisng for home, a way of r €

d new memories. Gardeners negotiate their f

untry
13) .

Spec

or simply grieve for what habBmbeen |I| o

ific enchanting encounters provoke spe

d remember their childhood menbheg@aeo vwesd Bha

rdens

ment s.

solicit some. vVEDYV dvihlavd rda tree sipporndsdeasrste ¢

For exampl e, Reza told me that garde
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childhood memories were formed in a vast gard
try to <cat chbutrtagrofnifila .s FRnrd Rez a, the sense
memories of hisiExérn ytdihiomg mkeameenhin the commun
my childhood garden the scent of watered gard
tdh air, and the | augh-beade.codfs tRheozsae ekxipd saipnleady, i nl
close collaboration with his memories infl uen:ct
was shared by many of my inteexpeutemses wihmwo
community gardens transport them back to the

fiHa mi deerh ,I r ani an woman in her early 60s, ha
rose bushes that she planted in the memory of

Thedea kind of rose that always reminds me

pl anted gorgeous rose bushes in the garden,

So, whenever & WwWasusat aadr @ll atyi wege itnh otshee rgoa

bushes. For me, thkesseignseb wkse baveftamel

So, no matter where, every time | see a ro

times in my ¢lSelpdeonbdrgarddm®)

Ot her gsmudhlnaes sHami deh have associated thel
indi vidual s ifimpae diefiirc | fi lvag\sBehrastitdimmde tplaalntlhse 2009,
rose bush chmangpedd Hami dehbeing in thehaogadden,
garden, and hel ped her to feel at home in Can

Memor i es ar efisetmaotuelra taddunbiyl itehtas when peopl
familiar scene, the sounds, tastes, and smell
t hr oughestsheofprroecc ddddtngmdmed mtngy, tloayered 6or sed
(Kor smeyer & Sutton, 2011, p. 472). What indi\

past but a combination of momentar,d brodrmorpyasds

sense, then they Gammuuricao etdib@Kkailtssmawdireeda sSuat t
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that | inks previous perceptions, knowledge, a
present. Such | itn kabgielsi teinéhsa ntcoe ppeerocpdieve t he co

they | ive

Figure6: Tomat o 6és bush, summer 2019. Photo t alk

As the interlocutors emphasi zed, speci fic
their memories and transportediMah@mnt 6r ahieanm
woman in Ber teddl we3Gow the taste and scent ¢

her gr @ndgfaartdneenr. She expl ained:

The taste of fresh tomat &Ge gy atradkeens. méh ena cd k w
my grandfather had a kmeagamigiecantofgapareadi g
apple trees, apricots, peaches, and red an
my sisters and cousins and | wused to pick
remember the de¢ i comasoexastEver dihmcse, t he
taste of tomatoes that I planted in my pl
(Sept emi2é&®rl 9)
Thus, sensuously engaging with the | andsc
Margaerverie and excited her i magination, t hr o
childhood garden. A garden staple such as a t
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of the mpastvaamd Marjan to gardentihataresmmbhict
happy place from childhood.

The gameéenmei s of their childhood gardens |
and enchanting encounters, or when unexpected
encounter sse& ap@d o miaa s tdoamd keep them | onging f
chil dhoodsc,anashewepl It hes r | onging to feel | ess
becomes a kind ofloomhatt wag, neWwehomersatoifves
past gardens (lived i mages) reverberate (Bhat
guotidian | andscape such as a garden turns in

Relying on the notion of haptic pertchepti or

great potential for enchanting encounters. Bh
enchanting | andscape that t riwlggree s memorty obea@
embod(pd 71). Thus, people | earsn aalousturamad n

environments through their bodies and senses
with &ac2900) abgdyemémohwpti s, in turn, the n
account of remembaearipmg.ntl tofi svitelwe fproimviwlha genh ¢«
view can bdd pi.l l1lBi)natledui l d upon that argumen
embodi ed experiences that reverberate through
surrionugnsd and remember through their bodies (B
(2009) havedi fasser treedmdrhiags are a form of knowl
sourced by the past through weenblhaptisci met e

senses, tactile eda(ppepli?v PMlces, and movement
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Developing that argument and drawing from r
gardens and enchanting encounters decohatel am
Sshape their present gardens in particular ways
the taste of fresh tomat o, and the aroma and

gardéamdrisi hood memoremst dayreown@slpamted ttihat rem

moments from their childhoods. I suggest that
rexperience the enchanting encounters in thei
me mor i ets wloor knoas passive images in the mind bt
of those&cgaredeneksowl edge. Those memédruimasn hav

relationships and help to cl ari fys tahnad ggaamedse nk
where enchanting encounters & akiendgpd.ac®heyndarr
|l andscapes where daily routines teachumaonpl e &

According tofiThragarsep@Iedmebeanosnheaccessi bl
pl aces where children can have unstructured i

wonders of a@pur aB9pro€bssdhood gardens are

freedom and haadpuplitnse scsa nwheexrpel or e, l earn about,
through their bodily sensuous -experiencesentSh
encounters in gardens from their childhood, [
fl owers that have significant roles in the for
suggest that recreating childhood gardens i s

and manife8desiger diemrersebui lachiand@ andewiekhemep

emoti onal ties and attachment to the new coun
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Conclusi on

Through a discukmarornatofvegamhmaenerosti ons o 1

reverberation, enchant ment , affect, fiparnas aei ncc h &
pl e ad®(uBrheast t i et al ., 20009, p . 72) associated \
gardens. I haate ahgsedgahadeéener s seek in their
of stability and bel ornagdtnigc ea ngla rtdneanti nsgo naes oaf m
what they have |l ost in the process of displac

This chapter has shown that gawlleme @me @p Ise
experience duwryifud muredaasn® @er oat me s h wa(dbBhmestt tiil |
et al ., 2009, p. 6rd4e)n c hGaanrtdneennst aol fd oeovoeerf yediadyd Bl i . |
some of my interlocutors, community gardens w
in the garden (e.ag.d, rvaarmki mwg eidn nlggr H asain n g,
and cleaning the garden beds) they find peace
garden, sitting on a bench, and chatting with
tdh scene, smells, and sounds generate a state
to feel united with nat ur e fiaa nnda ttehreiiarb( 8unmeartgdi aunnadt
et al ., 2009). This chapdarurnftorwpgse t dfa®d eeb thorurseee
19914, p . 15): a site for repetitive daily pre:
encounters.

Community gardens constitute a homey space
t heir r el ahtuinoannssh Hapnsshawnmistnrend | earn about nature
up with meaning, emotions, soci &@dpeaksatafo,nsan

l onging and bel onging, domesti caitn osnhodtagnetl tye
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t hat characteoiBleat teiveetyday . | i 2609, p . 72) .

| andscapes that surprising encouiirteevresr ihea pepneenr o

|l ndeed, I foll ow Bache0@)y dt  1®r7dposaedt Batatitti i
people recall their childhood memories of | O ¢
encounters in the past. Thus, |l contend that,

returnied ¢commbhei t fJdwedr d emrgs pd 0¢aB afcthhre | me mMor i1OF 1
experience their enchanting encounters, take
childhood in their adulthood.

Many of my i nterl ocuteorjsoys thatiendg tihhatt hteh egya

whet her they are working hard to clean up the

fl owers, collecting and chopping off thse rott
or simplg Isookimg @amound the garden. Any act.i
their surrounding worl ds. At t he s ame ti me,

experi eniae cregvariine ki nd of space -lteliavie eims moeiet h

oftheidmlgways i n semsuvel HemaBa &inelharnd meBla totgiy et
al ., 2009, p. 73).

Garden and gardening invoke remarngkads entmen
|l ives to the past. Drawing upon the close col |

container and unifier of past aedtembesedtt mem

gardens. The sense of soil on their hands and
garden, as well as the scene of an escaping b
fruit, provoketdi ednoap onsdbmemat gaseamer s emi nd t

happy place and happy moments from fiMeenor i gsut |
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of gardens relate not only to what is remembe

came revisited; the garden mediates memori es
recollections of famipy ™mMeémbers and key event

Al t hough i mmi grants cannot transfer their
i mportant @moeitarlarexnftenn a&lsl e (Archambault, 2016

i mmi grants of the joy and pleasure of memori e
gardens that they have |l eft behindte@nwihdéd oth
countries that i mmigrants have | eft behind (G
are no |l onger merely docile | andscapes that
gardens serve as enchantaindge elpa nednsocta poensa | t haattt a
engagement withhwatucemmamnii t wmngardening cente

that people process and manage through those

Considering the emotions, hi stiog yi, maoadt aretn
understand that, for some gardeners, gardenin
they knew intimately and what is now | ost and

| andscapes are popauwewefsp & a@pslr aftoers e Wwari t cersg ; 2H 1
fhaunted by | ayers of o{Bmebeasth eteabknt, 268
some people of their childhood or past homes
expercéeepleasure, sadness, happiness, and, of

they understand t hatn tnudyt igrlee leintiamg | ssac inalt lwy

Nt er coo(MBeeathieansh et al ., habh®, | pf e3R6) abwdy s

(7))

ense in theohBuwtdlsenf 200 0tmerlsd).
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I n the next champalkirnglstftoatusgioms pemagleoyed

their community gardens in Montr eaHlantoi rd oswp ahc
in those gardens. As explained in this nohapter
whi ch i s itself due to enchanting encounter s

community earedaetnes at oh arneeeynssgd aece ,f drargely i n t
renchanted, sustaining their ties to their ho
to Canada as their-r new home. I n what foll ows,
a crititcalrnalt evas hames i 6Ol isvoense alsr aan i nmena ni smnti og
crucial i nfiumamsei oft memapkrioncge.s sT hoaft pa papcreoac h h
another step forward in the chieds aofgnapkeandge o f
t hat occurs in a hybrid hentsemapdusmdomoas nat

centered (Power, 2005), and both actors play
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Chaptdom& is | oading
l ntroducti on

In this chapter,] addresghe critical role of communitygardensan the processof place
makingfor somelranianimmigrants.l do soby concentratingn the quotidianactivitiesthatare
apartof gardeningpracticesthesocialrelationshipghatform within thecommunitygardensand
thewaysin which somelranianimmigrantsreshapehe appearancef urbancommunitygardens
in Montreal, CanadaA focuson theseaspectgevealshow a communitygarden,as a hybrid
landscapeworksasan6 a | t el o mi@ inmigr a nlives, &splacemakingin thesegardens
goesbeyondchanginghe physicalstructureof thegardenln fact, thesegardengrovidea ground
for immigrantsto form new friendships and social relationshipsand to enhancetheir life
satisfactiod which they do throughthe processof preparingfood and exchangingknowledge,
seeds,plants, and life stories. Through thesedaily routines,they build a community and an
alternativeil h o-me lspadgHondagnetSotelo,2017, p. 13).

This approactrevealsii b othelmateriality and sociability of immigrantplacema k i n g o
(HondagnetSotelo,2017, p. 14) and allows me to examinethe complexand multidimensional
aspectsof this process.| introduce three main themesas to how community gardensserve
immigrantsin theproces®f placemaking;toillustratethesehemes| usegardemarrativesirawn
from my fieldwork. Thesethemesnclude:

1- the gardenas a placefor recreatinghomelandand expressingoersonaland cultural

background;

2- the gardenas a place for enhancing physical and mental health, well-being, and

restoration;

3- thegardenasa placefor forming anddevelopingnewsocialrelationships.
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| follow the approachof HondagnetSotelo (2015), who suggestsconsideringfi u r b a n
community gardensas domesticplacesencompassingritical homemakingp r a ¢ t(p. t4p s 0
This approachallows meto highlight the importanceof daily practicesandinteractionsn hybrid
landscapessuch as gardens.| centermy focus on i mmi g rdaily pesfasmancesn the
communitygardensasafi t hdpacethatis neitherthe homenorthew o r k p (Handagmeu
Sotelo,2017, p. 14). Although communitygardensareneitherin solelythe private or the public
sphere,HondagnetSotelo (2015) arguesthat theselandscapeserve immigrants fias hybrid-
domesticplaces,as alternativeh o me(s. ©4). Internationaldisplacementan lead peopleto
searchfor a homelyspacewheretheycansustainthemselvesinddevelopa senseof community,
security,and comfort. For somepeople,communitygardenscan be perceivedas sucha space
(HondagnetSotelo,2017).

Additionally, I draw from the perspectiveof Schmelzkopf(1995),who emphasizeshat
communitygardensrebeyondhepublicandprivatespheresHe argueghatfi ¢ o mm ardensy
arepartof the publicdomainandarethe sitesof manyfunctionsconventionallyequatedvith the
privatesphereDomesticactivities,nurturing,anda senseof homeareexplicitly broughtoutside
into the g a r d(8amnbelzkopf,1995, p. 379). For most of my intervieweed who have a
backgroundn gardeningalongwith significantchildhoodmemoriedormedin abelovedgarded
communitygardensasenchantingandscapessymbolizea homelyspaceandheightenthe sense
of comfort, security,familiarity, and community. This plays a crucial role in the processe®f
integrationanddevelopingemotionalattachmento a new country(Schmalzbaue2014).

| also build my approachon the notion of home conceptualizedy Boccagni(2016).
Boccagni(2016)suggestshatthefi h o isy@imarily afolk or vernaculanotionto whichavariety

of meaningsand emotionalconnotationgs attachedacrossg r o u(fposcagni,2016,p. 3). As
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Boccagni(2016) states,6 h o rd@e$not necessarilyepresenthe generalidea of dwelling or
houseputii aaspecialkind of relationshipwith thep | a (Bacagni2016,p.4), makingd h o m
afluid conceptthatstrengthenshesenseof i ¢ o | | keeclt a Mgtondagn@tSotelo,2017, p.
15). | build on this perspectiveo suggesthat urbancommunitygardensashybrid landscapes,
serveasalternativehomesfor someimmigrantswho experiencedlepressionstressanxiety,and
isolation due to displacementand relocation. In the current context of mass international
immigration,fi t brigancommunitygardensbecomesites of palliatives a n ¢ t (Hondagneu
Sotelo,2014;HondagnetSotelo& Ruiz,2014)aswell asfi h y bdoniestics p h e(Hadagneu
Sotelo,2017 p. 15).

Feminist cultural geographerdike Blunt (2005) highlight the geographiesof home
(Massey2013;McDowell, 1999).Blunt emphasizethatii t hoeneis a materialandanaffective
spaceshapedy everydaypracticeslived experiencessocialrelations,memoriesande mo t i
(Blunt, 2005,p.506).Homesarefi p r o fcentenofihumane x i s t(Relplt19%, p. 43),and
homemakingis a continuousandcomplexprocesshatii m aincludetransnationaklementsand
i ma g i n(dandagnstbotelo, 2017 p. 15). The homeis consideredi aaplace,a set of
intimaterelationshipsanda centralnodein broademetvorksofr e | at i @ocsagni,2plg,0
p. 278). Thus,the homedoesnot hold the samemeaningdor differentindividualsfrom different
backgroundsit is afluid notion,with changingnhature settingsandpropertieslt createslifferent
meaningsandfeelingsfor thosewho seektheir tranquility in differentenvironments.

| drawfrom HondagnetSotelo(2015),who argueshata homeis i @laceof belonging,
onewherepeopleseekto transformthe physicalsurroundingsn waysthatthey find agreeable,
ard that will supportdaily utilitarian purposesof social reproductionandr e s t o (palb)i

Building on this argument) suggesthata communitygardenis an alternativehomeandcanbe
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perceivedhsad h y Womestis p awherépeoplere-formits physicalappearancdprm family-
like relationships;and develop a senseof familiarity, security, community, belonging, and
attachmen{HondagnetSotelo,2017).

In this chapter, | illustrate the ways in which Iranian immigrants from varying
socioeconomitackgroundsreatea new homein urbancommunitygardensn Montreal. They
maydo so partly by reconfiguringandreshapinghe appearancef the communitygardensothat
it lookslike theirenchantinghildhoodgardensin thiswork, | useexamplegrom interviewswith
Iranianimmigrantsto illustrate how, by changingthe visual appearancef the gardentheyform
newwebsof socialrelationshipsi t Iswpportsustenancandlife in thesep | a ¢Hoisdagneu
Sotelo,2017 p. 16). By reviewingtheliteratureand illustratingit with datal collectedduringmy
fieldwork in communitygardens] suggesthat by cultivating familiar plantsandforming new
friendshipsjmmigrantscreateanii a | t e h o m@ondagnetSotelo,2017, p. 15) thathelps
themcopewith thedepressiomanxiety,andstresgheyexperiencelueto poverty,unemployment,
low masteryof the hostc o u n Dpffickaldaguageandi r a disc@mination,and economic
mar gi n a (HondagheiSotelog2017 p. 16).

In threesections,| illustrate my argumentusing examplestakenfrom the interviews|
conductedvith Iranianimmigrants.This approachallows meto explainhow communitygardens
serveimmigrantsasii a | t e h o ang(ldoadagnetSotelo,2017 that enableimmigrantsto
sustainthemseles,improvetheir well-being,developa senseof belongingandattachmento the
new country,and form family-like relationshipsin thesesections,| describeand analyzehow
mundaneactivities turn theseurbancommunitygardensnto ai d o messpthiegioadagneu
Sotelo,2017. To do so, | first illustrate how communitygardenshelp immigrantsexpressheir

personapreferenceandrecreateheirhomesby reshapingheir surroundingenvironmenthrough
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gardeningstyle and plantspreferencesSecond,| engagewith the conceptsof healthand well-

beingto revealhow throughthis proces®f recreatingiome,immigrantsimprovetheirwell-being

in termsof both physicalandmentalhealth.Third, | engagewith thenotionoficonvid i al i ty
which Nowicka and Vertovec (2013) explain as having i | oheenassociatedvith sociable,

friendly and festivet r a (pt 3&103 to illustrate the social relationshipsthat form among
communitygardeners.

My garden, my paradise

In herstudyi T r a immigrantidentity throughthe plateandthep a | avtares§2012)
focuseson links betweenfood and identity amongLatino/aimmigrantsliving in Seattle, WA.
Maresindicatesthatfood is a vital partof culturethatlinks immigrantsto their homelandwhile
also helping them build new homesin the United States.Particularplants and foods remind
immigrants of their memoriesand past. In their new homes,Latino/a immigrants use urban
communitygardengo grow plantsthatarekey ingredientdn their dishes(Mares,2012).

This culturd value is sharedby the Iranian community gardenersin Montreal. My
intervieweegrewfamiliar plants(food) andflowersthatremindedhemof theirhomelandsThese
plantsinclude parsley,greenonion, coriander fenugreek radish,tarragon,thyme, chicay, dill,
borage manyvarietiesof chilies,greenbeanssquashzucchini,okra,tomato,chamomile potato,
eggplantpeetrootandkale.Inl r a n plogstheygrowedibleherbsandvegetablesuchparsley,
fenugreek, basil, tarragon, thyme, mint, and boragé key ingredientsin cultural cuisines,
traditionalmedicine,and herbaltea. They also plant ornamentaflowers suchasjasmine,roses,
geraniumsgardenias|avender,and honeysucklagn the communalareaof the garden.Bengali

immigrantsalsohadthe specificplantsof okra,beansghilies, corianderdill, andzucchind raw
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materialfor their cultural foods.Whetherfor edible or ornamentateasonsall theseplantswere
familiar remindersof the homesmmigrantshadleft.

Communitygardensespecialy providea venuefor immigrantsto expressheir personal
preferencesind characteristicgBhatti & Church2004;Clayton2007; Mazumdar& Mazumdar
2012).At thepersonalevel,p e o pdardehiagstyled thewaysin which theyregulateandcraft
their plots, chooseparticularplants,and take careof their plant® canreflecttheiricr eat i vi t y
or i gi (Madumdar§ Mazumdar,2012,p. 259), and evenpersonalcharacteristicssuchas
beinganeatandattentivegardeneor carefulaboutsustainablelevelopnent(Clayton,2007;Gross
& Lane,2007).Accordingto Francis(1990):

We useour gardengo communicateo others to showthe publicworld howwe feel about

ourselvesand the larger world that surroundsus. Through our gardens,we reveal to

ourselvesaandothers. . . our personalityaestheticsenvironmentalalues. . .. (p. 206)
Clearly, gardeningis a communicationtool that reflects who we are and what we like, a
manifestatiorof g a r d epergonasaste characteristicgjoals,andvalues.

Forinstancefi Ma h oameof thie participantsn my researchyasa Bengaliwomanin
her late 50s who had a plot full of greenmint, purple basil, and greenchilies. Her plot was a
reflection of her personaltastein termsof her planting preferenceShelik ed the specific color
compositionon displayin herplot, andgreenchilieswereherfavorite plants,asshebelievedthat
kanchalonka murgi(chili chicken)tastedbetterwhensheusedherowng a r d praducts.The
combinationof purple and variousshads of greenwas a manifestationof Ma h o @ersorsal
preferencem termsof chosemlantsandfavorite colors.

Another participantwas i L a | &nHran@n woman in her late 60s who plantedred
geraniumflowersin thefour cornersof her plot. Theway sheplantedthosered geraniumsn her

plot madeit obviousto everyonehatthis washerfavorite flower, andshewasproudto showit to
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everyone.Shealso dedicateda significantareaof her plot to Persianmint and fenugreek.She
explained

| could not find fresh fenugreek(shanbalilehin Farsi) herein Montreal, and the dried

fenugreel usedto buyfrom thePersiarsupermarketé e mmmmyuk n o w € noa s

high quality. Sol decidedo plantthe seedsandhaveit fresh(October2019)

Fenugreekis a fragrant vegetablethat Iraniansuse for one their most famous stews,
ghormehsabz/ withoutthis plant,the stewdoesnot haveits uniquetaste Persiammint alsohasa
delicateflavor andanaromaticfragranceijt is usedin manyPersiardrinks andfoodsandholdsa
specialplacein Iranianfood culture.As canbeseentheseg a r d eplotsmanifésttheirpersonal
preferencesandcultural backgroundshroughgardeningandplantpreferences.

This expressiorof personalpreferencevasalsomanifestedn S a r @lod. Bori S a (aa 0
northernlranianwomanin her late 50s),sourorangesaplingsin a small greenpot reflectedher
personabackgroundIn chapterl, | explainedhow the germinationof sourorangeseedsvorked
asan enchantingnomen for Sara.Shetold methat on the day of her birth, her fatherplanteda
sourorangetreeto celebratéherbirth; later,two othertreeswereplantedto celebratehe births of
her sisters. Thus, sour orangetrees play a significant role in S a r pedseml background.
Consequentlythesesaplingsare very importantto Sara,asthey remindedher of Iran and her
family: A ithiesesaplingssurvive,l canhaveatasteof home,atasteof theold, goldendaysof my
c hi | d Byocoltivatingg familiar plantsand personalizinghe visual appearancef the garden,
gardenersuchasSarareflecton their personapreferencegalbeitnot deliberately)andcultivate
a senseof 6 h o mvbede they can have good moments.Thus, the ways in which individuals

i c o mp a rize amd qarved lu théir plots within the communitygardenrevealfi t humique

gardeningnterestandp a s s (Mazusdarg& Mazumdar2012,p. 259).
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At the sociallevel,ap | ocbnpssition,decorationandregulationii ¢ &aailitate social
interactio (Mazumdai& Mazumdar2012,p. 259)amongcommunitygardenersvhile reflecting
g a r d eongms,ethdicities,andculturalbackgroundMazumdar& Mazumdar2012;Bhatti &
Church,2001;Clayton,2007).Indeed someof my intervieweeseportechowtheirgardeningtyle
andweedingtechniqueshelpedthemdevelopfriendshipswith othergardenerskor example the
clean,weedlessplot of Somiya(a Bengaliwomanin her late 50s) promptedSara(the Iranian
woman mentionedabove)to ask her about her weedingtechniques.This simple encounter
generatea friendshipbetweernthesetwo women.

Similar to this story,i R e Zaaléanianmanin his early60s)andfi S e p i (ah &amian
womanin herearly60s)alsostartedtheir friendshipin thefi ¢ h e acomnyunitygarden asaresult
ofSe pi ¢ ¢ loabrdpesitionRezaexplainedhatwhenhestartedcomingto thegardenhedid
not know thathe might meetotherlraniansthere.He told me:

| saw Persianmint in a plot € and beautiful jasmineand honeysuckleflowers in the

communalreaa n d € mmé knewthatplot belonged o gouk n o waanlranian.

She [Sepideh] gave me some Persianmint seedsand two cuttings of jasmine and

honeysuckle Sincethen, Sepidehhas becomeone of my dearestfriendsin the garden

(August 2019).

In this story,their(Reza& Sepidehkharedrigins,andinterestin plantshelpedthemform
a friendship.Sincetheir gardeningand plant preferencesnanifestedheir origins, their cultural
backgroundelpedthemintegratentotheg a r d eamndusty anddevelopa senseof familiarity
and belonging. Still, theseg a r d e plamtrpeférencesand gardening styles are not just
communicativetools to indicatetheir personalidentities: their preferencesvere for particular
plantsthatwould remindthem of theirhomelandandcouldgenerate feelingof beingaté h o me 6 .

Thewaysin which someof my intervieweegeshapedheir plots werea manifestatiorof

theirdesireto recreataspect®f theirhomelandsThisis confirmedby HondagnetSotelo(2015,
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who assertghatii t materialityof the communitygardensalsomanifestghe recreatedlomestic
h omel (@.r24).cAt the community gardens Jranian immigrantspopulatedthe gardenwith

meaningfulandfamiliar plantsfrom their homelandgo recreatea part of whattheyleft behind
whentheycameto Canada.

As anillustration of theaboveconceptjasmine honeysucklesandgardeniavereplanted
in the communalareaof fi ¢ h e commudity gardenby Iranian community gardenersThese
flowersweregifted to all the Iraniangardenerdy SepidehSheoftenmentionechow sheenjoyed
looking aroundandseeingfamiliar plantsthatremindedherof hergardenbackin Iran:

| feel a senseof comfortandé assuranceYou know é whenl seetheseplants,asyou

knowtheyall remindmeof Iran, like thefragile stemsof basils,the Persiammints,andthe

bountiful blossom=f honeysucklesandjasmine(September2019)

Persiammint is anespeciallycelebrategblantin Iranianculturaldishe® suchasab-dougl?
khiar, ashe-reshtel(Persiamoodlesoup) mint tea,andmore butis alsousedasa medicinal
plantfor stomachached hus,cultivatingfamiliar plantsthatareimportantasraw ingredientsfor
culturalfood andthatalsohaveemotionaimportances aform of expressingpersonabndcultural
backgroundaswell asrecreatingp n ehénseland.

Someof the gardenersharedhathavingfamiliar plantsto the onesin their gardensack
in Iran or Bangladeshmakesthemfeel at home.As Rezaexplained,i h a vaicomipinatian of
theseplantsfeelslike we arebuilding someof Iranin C a n a 8imilary, 7 Ha mi @rdranéan
womanin herearly60s)told me:

The smell of jasminemaking the neighborhoodragrantis what | really like aboutthis

garden.We are a small group in this garden,but the ways in which we arrangedand

decoratedour plots and the communalareahelp us feel like we are back at home

(September2019)

Like Iraniangardenersfi S a fadengalimanin his late 60s) told me he plantsokra,

corianderzucchini,beansandchilies,asthesewveretheplantshis latefatherplantedin theirhome
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gardenback in BangladeshMoreover,theseplants were importantingredientsin his cultural
foods.He explained:i g r o theseptants,andpreparingmy food with them,hdps me havea
tasteof mymo t he o @ ls iTotlgesegardenerstheseplantsaremeaningfulsymbolsof a lost
home;theyinspire pleasureandevokea senseof comfort, safety,andhomefrom a homethatis
far away.

As | discussedn this section,community gardensare importantand meaningfulsites:
A t haeepgowerfulsettinggor humanlife, transcendingime, placeandc u | t(kRran@s& Hester
1990,p. 2). Mi g r a@arderssdenot muteentities;rather,theynarratethe storiesof the people
who cultivatethem,andtheyplay a critical role in recreatingandsustainingoersonabndcultural
identities (Wen Li et al., 2010). Someof my intervieweestalked abouttheir experiencef
depressionstressandanxietyafterimmigration,andthey explainedhow gardeningandbeinga
partof acommunityhelpedthemcopewith their life challengesComingto theurbancommunity
gardensprovidedthe opportunityto relievetheir stressand anxiety, copewith their depression,
andenhanceheir well-being physicalandmentalhealth.l explainin greaterdetailin the section
below.
Feeling the breeze

Internationalimmigration, increasedoaceof life, and urbanizationin Westerncountries
affectsp e o pweleh@isagandhealth bothphysicallyandmentally(Arai & Pedlar2003).Health
incorporatesa 1 s t d tompletephysical, mental, and social well-being and not merely the
absencef diseaseri n f i r(WWHOt 194®).1 employedthe conceptof healthandwell-being
to analyzehow communitygardeningenhancedny p a r t i aualityeohlife @ri satisfaction.
Althoughthe conceptof well-beinghasno specificdefinition, I draw from Furnasg1996),who

suggestshatthe component®f well-beinginclude:satisfactoryhumanrelationshipsmeaningful
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occupation;and opportunitiesfor contactwith nature,for creativeexpressionandfor makinga
positive contributionto humansociety(Kingsley et al., 2009). In the contextof my thesis,and
accordingto my intervieweeswell-being involves feeling happier,healthier,more energized,
morepositive,andmoresatisfiedwith life. Like Trewin (2001)states:

From birth to death,life enmeshesis within a dynamicculture consistingof the natural

envir on mehanadmadleee nv i r o n me natrérsaoncg eanhe humané a n d

consciousnesd We | | H€£d dapgndonall thefactorsthatinteractwithin this culture

andcan be seenasa stateof healthor sufficiencyin all aspect®f life. (p. 6)

As stated,enchantingencountersvith humansandnon-humansn naturalenvironments,
suchascommunitygardenscanalterh u m amosle®of beingin theworld andcanenhanceheir
health.Gardensareidentified asplacesof restorationyecreationandwell-being,andit hasbeen
proventhat engagingin physicalactivitiesin gardenshassignificant healthbenefits(Nieman,
2010).Gardenings ai r e s t expeaidncdackitatesrecoveryfrom everydaystressanxiety,
andf at i(dazwendar& Mazumdar,2012).Ulrich (1986)indicatesthat daily interactionwith
plantsandnaturereducedearandincreasesffectionandelation.

This sectionfocuseson the ways in which community gardensserve immigrants by
improving their well-beingand dealingwith their life challengesAs Francisand Hester(1990)
contendgardenings notonly aleisureactivity thatallowsoneto havea goodtime in nature but
it canalsobeatherapeuti@ndsoothingpractice Forinstancejnvolvementwith gardensasbeen
shownto i h eolvepcomesocialisolationamongpeoplewith disabilitiesthroughe mbr ac e ment 0
(Burls& Caan,2005,p. 1222).Gardensreidentified asaffectivelandscapethatincreaséhuman
satisfactionwith life i b gnhancingeelingssuchas subsistenceprotection,affection,identity,
selfexpression,selfenhancementpleasureand f r e e dKingsiey et al., 2009, p. 208;

Hitchings,2006;Lawrence 1997;Lee,2000).Communitygardensllow immigrantsfi t become

physicallyandsocially activeandto feel partof ac o mmu nKingsjepet al., 2009, p. 209).
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Theydo soby providing opportunitiesi f culturally diversegroupsandpeopleof differentages
to cometogetheranddevelopaserseof communityandb e | o n(Kingsleyeétal.,2009,p. 209).

The gardenersnvolvedin this studyacknowledgedhatbeingin naturehasa significant
rolein enhancingheir well-being.Someof my intervieweeslescribedhe communitygardensas
an assetthat improvedtheir healthand well-being. Thesegardenswere describedas an escape
spacewheregardenersould enjoy a supportive, familiar, and safeenvironmentand forget the
difficulties of their daily lives. Communitygardeningallows themto becomemembersof their
community,to becomeconnectedvith nature,to gain a senseof achievemenby contributingto
sustainablelevelopmentandto producetheir own food (Kingsleyetal., 2009).

My intervieweesdescribedhe communitygardenasa peacefulervironmentwherethey
could takerefugeand escapdrom everydayl i fseedseandpressuresti Ma r j(aalradian
womanin herearly 30s)describedhe gardenasa communitywhereshecould spendtime with
friendsandenjoythecollectivespirit of thegardenihis, in turn, helpedherto notfeelisolatedand
alienatedMarjanstated:

The processof planting and watchingplantsgrow hasalwaysbeenfascinatingfor me,

s i n csiacél wasalittle girl. After movingto Canadag | wasdrowningin depressin

andé could not seeany positive aspectsn my life. Gardening,caring for plants,and

makingnewfriendshassavedmefrom thosedark days(September2019)

Comingto thegardenandbeingamongpeoplewith the samenterestasMarjanhelpedher
comeout of herdepressiomandintegratanto thecommunity.Rezamentionecabove alsoreferred
to the communitygardenasplacethat savedhim from depressiorandenablechim to makenew
friends. Thecommunitygardenwasa ¢ s a n ¢ wherefellgwdyardenergould cometo bewith
0 | imk & d fiehds and participate in a joyful activity they were all passionateabout.
Additionally, building anddevelopingsocialrelationshipswvith othercommunitymembershelps

themto notfeelisolated(Kingsleyetal., 2009).
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Besidesits collective spirit, the communitygardenalso helpsimmigrantslike i Ri faa 0
Bengaliwomanin herearlyforties) by offeringthemarelaxingandsoothingenvironmento cope
with their problemsRita explainedthatalthoughshecould not cometo the gardenregularly,she
comeso thegardenwheneversheis overwhelmedy anxietyandstressSheshared:

My life is very stressful.You know, with kids athomeé who needmy attentionandmy

job, t h adoublsthe pressureon me. Sowhenl havetime andwantto get awayfrom

stressesl cometo the garden.Gardeningdistractsme from thinking aboutmy problems

(September2019)

The communitygardenprovidesa relaxingandi dsressinge n v i r o (Kingsleyeto
al.,2009,p. 211)for gardenerdik e Rita, wheretheycouldfeel betteraboutthemselvesandforget
abouttheir stress.

The communitygardenggenerate sensef unity amonggardenersTo gardenersuchas
Somiyawho havea role in the community,beinga part of somethingbiggerby contribuing to
urbanagriculturemotivatesherto investtime in thegarden Somiyaexplained:

| like it here,especiallyé ontheweekendsA lot of peoplecometo the gardenandwe

chatandwork together.| really enjoy potteringaround.It energizesnethaté all of us

cometogetherto do somethingoig (August,2019)

For Somiya, getting out of the houseand being out in naturewith othersis beneficial,
becausdt allowsherto enjoyafriendly andsupportiveenvironmentln addition,the community
gardeningvasdescribedoy Sepidehasa beneficialactivity. Sheexplainedthat doing something
pleasantand having accessto an invigorating environmenthelps her forget her stressesShe
explained:ii t paedenis an escapespacefor me to releasemy feelings,to copewith my fears,
stressandanxiety,andto enjoymyt i m®epideldescribedhecommunitygardenasarelaxing
spacewvhereshecouldenjoythefreshair andrefreshhermind by engagingn outdooractivities.

Somegardenerd includingMarjan,SaraiS h a b n(an radianwomanin herlate50s),

fiBehnano (an Iranianmanin his late 50s),and Samdescribeccommunitygardeningasa way of
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reconnectingvith the earthandbeingin touchwith nature.Thesegardenersaicknowledgedhat
watchinga plant grow to maturity is an amazingprocessfor them. Shabnamstated:fi f me,
gardeningreelslike meditation;watchinga plantgrow to maturity feelslike a miracle.Nothing
candisturbmy peaceh e r T thésegardenerscommunitygardenindgeelslike therapy.andit is
a way they canreleasetensionand deal with sorrow, stress,and anxiety, thusimproving their
mentalhealth.

Anotherpositivehealthrelatedaspecobf communitygardenings howit benefitsphysical
health. Someof my intervieweesreportedthat community gardeningimprovestheir physical
wellness:activitiessuchaspruning,sweepingraking, cleaningthe garden pulling weedsout of
thesoil, diggingin thesoil, andcompostingareall partof physicalexercise.Theseactivitiesallow
peopleto usetheir musclesandstayactive.For somepeople suchasKevin (a Bengalimanin his
early30s),gardeningvasaboutstayingactive.Kevin wasnotanattentivegardenerbutthegarden
wasasitewherehecouldengagein physicalactivitiesandimprovehishealthfi Ma | (aBeagdali
womanin her late 50s) explainedthat taskssuchascompostingweeding,and plantingenhance
herfitness.Sheexplained:

| hada heartattacktenyearsago,andmy doctoradvisedmeto exerciselnsteadof going

to agym, | decidedto cometo the garden All the physicalactivitiesandhardwork here

makemefeel greatandhealthy(August,2019)

Clearly,for somegardenersuchasMalika, communitygardeningvasnot just beneficial
in improvingtheir mentalhealth;it alsoenhancedheir physicalhealthandfitness.

As seenabove the communitygardenprovidesan opportunityfor immigrantsto improve
their healthand well-being as an escapespace.lt providesthem with a relaxing and peaceful

environmento enjoy a senseof community,to getconnectedo nature,to socialize,andto stay
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physically active. Coming to community gardenshelpsimmigrantsto not feel isolatedand to
developfamily-like relationshipawith like-mindedpeople asdetailedin the sectionbelow.
A family, a community

In a multicultural context such as a community gaéderere diverse groups of people
with different ethnicities, genders, and socioeconomic backgrounds @atherconcept of
conviviality helpstoi | | ustr at e 0 hoimndipfrfodruecntaesrei 4 i acagmpl
2016, p. 501). In this section, | employ the concept of conviviality as an analytictd exqlore
community gar dener s O6Nowicha&\ersoveo, 2013, p. §4pd hbvetheimn e s s 0
friendships and encounters function in the garden. Through the lens of conviviality, | portray how
i mmi grants from different backgrounds and cul
toget her 6, an dNoWwicka &Vertoeet, a0tld).ons hi ps (

| draw from Harris (2016),who arguesthatfi f r i e is aftentlihiequizedas an optimal
kind of conviviality; a relationship that can best enable forms of hope, reciprocity and
cosmopolitanopennesghat are urgently requiredin highly diversee n v i r o npmg0d)t s o
Boisvert(2010)argueshat conviviality providesa lensthroughwhich to perceivethe meanings
ofi ndi v inttwelmtednhagsBuilding on this literature,| suggestthat theseimmigrantsin
communitygardensarelooking for a senseof community,andthroughdaily interactionsalong
with websof relationshipsandsupporttheycultivatemeaningfulrelationshipghathelpthemfeel
at 6 h o nathdughtheir interactionsare not alwaysharmoniousChevalier(1998) assertghat
garcens may also be spacesfor the sharing of advice, knowledge,and values. The social
interactionsand friendshipsthat form within communitygardenscontaini p o s s iftwndwi t i e s

andspontaneouwaysto engagevith o t h (&larrds,2016,p. 501).
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Along with recreatinghomelandsexpressingersonatharacteristicandenhancingvell-
being within thesefi a |l t e rhroanteismrggrants form friendships through gardening
(HondagnetSotelo, 2017, p. 15). This approachfacilitates the processof homemaking and
adjustingto a new country (HondagnetSotelo,2017. Communitygardensprovide a spacefor
immigrantsto socializeand relate through their recreatedhomes.All this createsa senseof
community,hope,security,and beingat hometo immigrants,aswell asremindsthemof those
friendsandrelativeswhomtheyleft behind(HondagnetSotelo,2017).

Gardeninghelpsimmigrantsdeveloptheir social relationsthroughexchange®f plants,
seeds,and knowledge(Wen Li et al., 2010). Peoplefrom different countriesgatherin urban
communitygardengo cultivate plantsfamiliar to them,andasthey grow their plants,fi t haeey
also creatinghybrid-domesticspherescultivating bondsof careandc o n n e ¢Homdagneal
Sotelo,2017, p. 17). In the gardenstheynurturea senseof belonging,security,community,and
inclusion.In this section,| focusmy attentionon activitiesthatarelimited to the domesticsphere
in Iranianculture includinggrowingplants;exchangingssetandknowledgehelpingotherswith
their problems;andsharinglife experiencesstories,andadvice.

Although these gardenersgrew certain plants for personaluse, they also joined a
communitygardenfor otherreasonsthey seekto form family-like relationsby growing plants;
sharingcuttings,seedsand gardeningknowledge;and helping eachotherwith challengeghey
facein theirdaily lives andin thegardenl metiranianimmigrantsatthe cherryandplumgardens
and Bengali immigrants at the cherry, plum, and grape gardens.Although both groups of
immigrantsinteractwith otherethnicities,their intra-ethnicrelationshipsare moreintimate and
profound.At the garden,they barbequeand sharefoods, drinks, and stories,graduallyforging

familial relationshipghatturnedthe communitygarceninto analternativehome.
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For example Sepidehrecalledhow shegraduallyandpiecemeathangedhe appearance
of thecherrycommunitygardenby gifting plants,seedsandcuttingsto othergardenersShewas
the first Iranian gardenerat that garden;four other Iranian gardener§Reza,Sara,Marjan, and
Hamideh)joined after her. Sepidehdescribechow shegeneratedh senseof communityamong
Iraniangardenerdy sharingher experiencegssan established/oldmmigrantwith othersandby
exchangingyardening knowledge plants,andfreshvegetablesShetold me:

Herewe sharewhatwe haved whethemlantsor gardeningknowledgeor life experiences;

thiskind of interactionhelpsusto getto know eachother.We area smallcommunity,and

asits memberswetry to helpeachother.This collectivespirit bringsuspeacgSeptember,

2019)

Forgardenerdike Sepidehthecollectiveaspecbf acommunitygarderturnsthis placeto
ahomelyspacevhereshecanspendoeacefutime. Consequentlyjthecommunitygarcenprovides
a supportiveenvironmentfor its memberso developtheir socialinteractionswith like-minded
people.

However,socialinteractionin the gardenis not limited to exchangingseedsand plants;
peoplegatherin the gardenand supporteachotherthroughdifficulties. | attendedsomeof the
gardeneventsand gatheringsln thesepicnic-like parties,peoplesharedtheir cultural foods or
evenjust barbequedhotdogsandhamburgersOneweekendat the cherrygarden six of ussitting
atapicnic tablewereeatinga deliciousashe reshtel(anlraniannood/esoup) \We weretalking
aboutour daily lives whenRezatold ushow muchhe missedhis late wife andhis family in Iran.
Thefeelingof missingo n ehonselandandlovedoneswasavery familiar feelingto all of us,and
everyoneat that table was affectedby R e z gehgineemotions.We immediately startedto
consolinghim andcheeringhim up. Saraand Sepidehtold him they hadthe samefeelingsabout

their loved ones,and Hamidehand Marjan assurechim that he is not aloneandhe cancounton

their helpwheneveheneededt.
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A spirit of collective supportwasresonatingat thattable.Marjantold us,ii a | t twe u g h
only seeeachotherin the gardenwe area community,a family, andé [we] mustsupporteach
otherin difficult t i m &se reétof the group affirmed they had the samethoughtabouttheir
gardencommunity. The membersof this groupformedfamily-like relationshipswhich turnsthe
gardeninto a satisfyingand relaxing environmentwherethey can meetwith their like-minded
friends and enjoy supportand friendship. Theserelationshipsgive thema senseof community
ratherthanisolation,andit alsohelpsthemto integrateinto their community.

Thefeelingsof belongingto a homelyspaceandhavinga family-like relationshipin the
communitygardenweresharedamongsomeof my intervieweesTheyreportedhow community
gardeninghelpedthemfeel united with others,andhow they enjoyedbeing supportedoy other
memberof thiscommunity.Behnamold mehow Lalehhelpedhim find agoodFarsiteacherand
a good schoolfor his children. Similarly, Sam describedthe community gardenas a site for
gatheringandescapindonelinessCommunitygardeninghelpedhim in anunexpectedvay when
hewasfacingproblemsn his personalife. He explained:

| waslaid off from my job, andl wasvery anxiousanddepressetiecause couldnotfind

aproperjob. Onedayin agardengathering) sharedny problemwith my friends,andone

of themhelpedmefind a suitablejob. At thattime, it wasa greatfavor andit meanta lot
to me. We do not comeherejust for gardeningwe area community.Yes, we might not
seeeachotheroutsideof thegardenputit doesnotmearnwe arenotunited(August,2019)

The communitygardenprovidesgardenersike Samwith a homelyspacewheretheycan
enjoy a supportivefamily-like relationshi@ a placewhereits memberdry to help eachotherto
the bestof their abilities,eventhoughtheserelationshipsarephysicallylimited to thegarden.

Somepeoplecometo the gardenjust becausehey enjoy beingin naturewith othersand

becausdeinga partof a collectivecommunityis importantto them.Immigrationinstills a sense

of isolationandothernes@ somepeopl® like i L adaedi B e h nwehosharedhattheylike

67



communitygardeningoecauseheywantto be a partof acommunity.Behnamexplainedhelikes
to cometo thegardereveryday,asit is anintimateplacewherehecanseehisfriendsandengage
in smalltalk with them.He explained:f i tee gardené | do notfeellike | ama strangerin this
land:we areall equalands i mi Eclaomghidviews, Lalehsaidsheenjoyslearningaboutother
culturesandwantsto be amongpeoplewho carefor plantsandnature.Sheinformedme:fi Felt
lonely andisolatedfrom society.l needednore connectionwith peoplewho werelike me, you
know, displaced So| cameto € this communitygarden,andit wasa goodthing for me .The
communitygarderhelpsLalehfeel valuedfor heractivitiesandsatisfiesherneedto beconnected
to like-mindedpeople.

Neverthelessgardenings notall abouthavinga senseof community;therearemoments
of disappointmenaswell. Beforegoinginto thefield andstartingmy fieldwork, | hadanidealized
and romantic imagination of the relationshipsbetweencommunity gardeners: imagined a
peacefulspacewithout anyinterpersonatonflicts. But like any otherhomelyspace community
gardensarenotexemptfrom conflicts. Schohrshaveshownthatgatheringn communitygardens
promotesdevelopingsocial relationshipsamongpeoplefrom different backgroundsvho would
not form suchrelationshipsin other settingsand situations(Baker,2012; Draper& Freedman
2010; Mok et al., 2014). However,| also observedmomentsof conflicts, especiallybetween
immigrants who belongedto different ethnicities (Iranians, Bengalis, Indians and Greeks)
socioeconomistrata,and/ordifferentpolitical backgroundsThis wasseenin the caseof garcen
boardmemberd suchasiiF r a n - (ahormm lendroducedin the Introduction),who intimidated
nonGreek gardenersby her power and position in the garden.l also heard some negative

commentsaboutotherethnicitiesandobservedinfriendlyattitudesamongthesegroups.
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Additionally, | observedonflictsbetweerranianswhowereexiledfrom Iranandlranians
whowereeconomiammigrantswith no statedoolitical backgroundForexampletherelationship
networkamongthreelranianimmigrantsin the plum comnunity gardendemonstratethatnotall
relationshipsn thegardenwereharmoniousr conflict-free.fi S h a b (asapolitical activistshe
fled Iran afterthe Islamicrevolution)wasanex-political activistwho did not developanyform of
friendshipwith Behnamand Laleh. Shabnantould not trust thesegardenersas they were not
politically activein Iran. AlthoughBehnamandLalehhada friendly relationshipwith eachother,
theywerenotinterestedn closelyinteractingwith Shabnamastheywereworriedthisrelationship
might causetroublefor themduring their trips to Iran, giventhat Shabnamis an exiled political
activistagainst r alslabinEregimeandtheyarenotactivein anyantiregimegroups (It should
be notedthatanyinteractionswith antirregimeactivistsmay be consideredasan activity against
the Islamic regimein Iran and canleadto severeconsequencesAlthough they respectedceach
other,the lack of trustdid not let themdevelopany intimacy, and both sidespreferredto keep
distantfrom eachother.

In general,l focuslesson this aspectof social interactionsnot to minimize any inter-
community conflicts and problems,but becausesomeof my intervieweeswere not willing to
reflecton theseconflicts. In sum,the friendshipsandsupportive family-like relationshipsn the
gardenhelp theseimmigrantsintegrateinto society,to developtheir ties to CanadaMoreover,
throughfriendly interactionswith like-mindedfriends,theysustairtheirbondsto theirlosthomes.
The gardening advice;the medicinalandnutritional knowledgethe carefor eacho t h @ealth;s
andthesharingof plants,seedsandfood arethe socialaspect®f the communitygardernthathelp

these immigrants develop a senseof community. Socializing with othe membersof the
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communitygarderhelpsthemenhanceheir mentalhealthandreducetheir depressionstressand
anxiety.
Conclusion

Immigrantsfrom different countriescometogetherin the urbancommunitygardensin
Montreal and grow their culturally-important plants. While cultivating plants from their
homelandsthey createalternativehomes form newwebsof connectionandimprovetheir well-
being.In thegardentheyexperienceasenseofii b e | o mausion,@ndare-createchomeland
andfeelwelcomedonasmallpatchof| a n(liondagnetSotelo,2017 p. 17).Cultivatingfamiliar
plantshelpsthemto stretcha bridgebetweertheir presentandtheir past,to find newfriends,and
to improvetheir health.

| suggestthat gardeningas a therapeuticpractice provides peopleii avay to control
somethingn themidstof chaostheyrepresentetiomeandh o p(elephand2006,p. 23).Asin
the caseof someof my participantscommunitygardensare usedto reducedepressionanxiety,
andstress. arguethatthe feeling of belongingto a community helpstheseimmigrantsfeel at
homeandbecomeintegratednto the community The gardenis a placewherethey canactand
behavean a differentway andfeel liberated without beingworried aboutnegativeudgemens or
beingseemandtreatedasa strangeifrom elsewhere.

In thischapter] discussethowcommunitygardensasé h o-imie placéspffer arelaxing
environmentwherepeoplecanimprovetheir well-beingand health.Belongingto a community
(ratherthanbeingin a stateof isolationandloneliness)jnteractingwith like-mindedpeople,and
developingrelationshipswith compatriotsand other immigrants helps thesegardenersn the
processof placemaking within the community garden.l suggestthat the posiive, supportive

environmenbf thegardenvorksasanescapaspacavherethesemmigrantscanreduceheirstress
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andanxiety,forgettheir daily-life problems,andrelax.| explainedhow beingin the community
gardenhelpstheseimmigrantsexpresstheir personaland cultural backgroundsand how they
improvetheir healthby participatingin a positiveenvironment.

Thesealternativehomeswere describedas a sourceof relaxationand meditation;this
descriptionconfirms Ut r i ardurdesnt(1986) that direct encounterwith nature and plants
positively affects i n d i v ihdalthaandsidcreasestheir happinessand exhilaration. By
contributingto urbanagricultureandsustainablelevelopmentandby producingtheir own food,
theseimmigrantshave a senseof achevementand of being a part of somethingbigger than
themselvesAll positiveaspect®f communitygardeninghelpthemdevelopa sensef connection
andemotionalattachmento Canadandenableshemto createa homelyspace.

Social interactionand family-like relationshipsmotivate thesegardenerdo leavetheir
houseandjoin anoutdooractivity. It helpsthembuild strongerconnectionsvith othergardeners
in theirneighborhoodandtheybecomeantegratedntotheg a r dseamfiealm As Glover(2003)
suggestscommunitygardenings not just aboutgardeningit is alsoaboutdevelopinga senseof
communityandattachmentln thesegardenspeoplefeel unitedwith the earthandnature which
increasesheir satisfactionyeducegheirdepressionstres, andanxiety;andimprovestheir health
andwell-being.

Although thereare momentsof disagreemenand conflict betweenthe membersof the
community,theseconflictsdo notreducecommunityg a r d esatisfactoiif beingapartof the
community.l condude that urbancommunitygardenshelp immigrantsbuild and developtheir
socialrelationshipsaswell asbuild a bridgeconnectingheir past,presentandfuture. Cultivating
plantsandsocialinteractionamotivatethemto leavetheir homesandcometo the gardenasthey

enjoythesupportive friendly, andvibrantenvironmenof thegarden.
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Throughthe narrationandargumentsn this chapter| built a key componenbf the main
argumenbf this thesis.As mentionedbefore,the mainargumenof this thess is thatcommunity
gardensare hybrid landscapeshat are neitherhumancenterechor non-humancentered Power,
2005)andarepotentialcritical sitesfor placemakingin the lives of somelranianimmigrants.In
thischapter) focusedong a r d erolesin tlseproces®of placemaking(constructinghegarden).
Plantsin this chapterwere presentedas the catalystsby which my intervieweesstagedtheir
relationshipswith othergardenersand formed family-like relationships.The role of plantswas
alsoemphasizedhroughthe proces=f reshapinghe physicalstructureof the gardenreflecting
personapreferencesnd cultural background! alsoshowedhow plantsandgardeningenhance
i mmi g stateoftheatthandwell-being.

In thenextchapter) takeanotherstepin the mainargumenof thethesisby showinghow
northumansare active actorsthat play crucial rolesin the processof placemaking.| do so by
focusingon the challengesgcompetition,andnegotiationbetweerhumans andnon-humansThis
approachrevealsthat placemaking in the gardenis neither humancenterednor non-human
centeredandthat both typesof actorsplay critical rolesin this processThis approachhelpsme
dismantlethe natureculture dualism,showirg that a gardenis not a humanplaygroundandthat

therolesof nonthumanamustberecognizedandacknowledgedh its construction.

72



Chaptwho3i s the boss here?

Prol ogue

ki
be
ga
bi

h e

r e

ga

Once upon a ti me, i n the far and distant |
nd man. He had a fabulous garden that,housec
es, and worms from all odseman hlei wed |al.onfeéh ei r
rden. He had no one to talk to. One day whil
rd. The ol d, wise, and kind man fed the wou
aled her wowndsal wipteht atl lse oth hi s f |l ower s. Th
rdener had just one wi sh: he wanted some fr
| eave the garden, she gave the gardener a
hamants of that fabulous garden. The ol d, wi
i mals, bees, and worms; he could talk to th
one. The ol d, wi s e, and kees, mahnr avs t hami ma |
rms | ived in that fabul ous g é@&r diemt ehravp peiwl ya ni
rration of his | ate grandfather).
troduction

Bending on my knees, | tried to ipalnota ltdwae
rden gloves, and my fingers were injured. I
e soil. I mpatient and frustratediSombdgradwed

kiddh,at i s the points ogr ow® Salgrenigrmrwvheunglwve@é dand
at it is gardening, not just a | eisure acti
warded with aGclweamnspatclhn\Berirgamahmyemt odl e

rden,abmoatt jglastdeni ng, budSotmo ylae aran frnrexm dwr m

73



me how tod idltump eo yptl anft t he soil and how to c

| foll owed her instructions a.gal nbanamegaimr a
weed remover. Il won the competition against t

Gardening for some people is a therapeut.i
separates them from boring daily |lamts aade aa:
i mportant as their kin. They see the plants i
about gardening. They know the plants better

can create change wusi nwh etrhee ihru nkannosw | aeidegrea midtte d
This chapter narrates the moments of this wun
har moni ous. It adds to the analysis | put for
i mmi grantdcdemitmd i gprea @iairkcien ga ss tar aptleagcye and t hat t
home within a community garden, these garden
di spl acement may bring about (such as geparat
depression and anxiety, |l oneliness and isol at

Specifically, i Al tahded r grses enhte cimatetresderc t i on

(Neves ,p.20b0g9%5,j ocusing on daily encountehe beniwe

of threemunbeaywy gamdens i n Montreal, Canada.
posthumani st | iterature on multispecies ethno
al ., 2011, Degnen, 20009; Neves, 2009; amBthatti
empirical dat a from my fi el dvwoprekr,s p evthti icthe p:

conceptual i @atsiidadn omf i ml artes ghairgdhelni.g hTth i tsh eh ed cptsi

cruci al roles of pimarktisngi withe nprtdoee ggarafe nhom
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Mul ti species ethnography, as an informatiyv
human ahnudmannoni nt eracti ons. 't examines the ent
humans constitute each other thr ogdhBiodapt gx
2018, p.nd258) it bdogeaphic research an@ writ)]|
emergence within oaofs hacfttiivneg aacstscernsb| @@Q@den et
epi stemol ogy of multispecs eisnewhinolgrrapgdhegamalyer
research and may also retrain and reform thei
perceive the world and its fainfhmsabtid acdé sentAe rmul
through a variceaatly mmofv eme tshuc dilo bawsg nc @ajpctt uiroena g a n o at
the acti vdumalnses "ofn whmat has historically bee
(Ll eBiodar t , 2018, p . 255) .

Hence, this chapter focusest e acommamtiaton gt
gar demsdament al commonal ity is that they are
mul tispecies domai ns” (Hartigan, 2015, p . 4 |
educational sites ( Newtisgh 20d®p!| eHaarta gatnt, r &2dtl
the species and species thinking" (Hartigan,

perspective to t rhaucneantshei nf otohtep rpirnotesadost napflo.ng ar d

Foll owi nhgpacimes$tapproach, I try to highlig
nomumans in the garden by focusing on i nter
heterogeneous actors. I n doing so, I focus o
wh ebrye humans | earn about their surroundings an
(Power, 2005; Neves, 2009; Bhatti et al ., 200

Il n turn, the chapter al-lswmahntsdlel nggphtde ntsh é yp rf e
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engagements, chall enges, andhunoamp eatcittoirosn s( Fooew e
By competition | mean the | ess harmonious re
(namely, weeds) in haédegaft daht eindgeca Ia beefw edeodnse si tni
(Power , 200&6an pun ddAo30hgaaardddewncerrks as wel | h-i nder
maki ng.

The community garden as a | earning site pr
nomuman, ihsenac eprioomi si ng cont ex¢tnaitrurwhirceh atta oinns
2005; Bhatti, 1999). nMAemmuan iet yetg aarld. e n(e20s1 1d) e sacl
aesthetic values and experiences inhtehergpardees
commud i alyi | ity dtaot aprneanlc @{sHaddseutet al ., 2011, p.

gardeners and -mki pgoaessabfeptadeand altered

| argue, moreovee,pbobiti phant smahkaierep awltetsise
they make it easier or, on the contrary, I nt e
actnert work theory (ANT) as the theoretical fr

i nher eindti thyy borf garden spaces"”™ (Power, 2005, p
garden as a complex and hybrid context where
bet ween huimamaandchons. As Power (20Mdbgcapague
as "neither-hbmamah nsesrceonnhral to its construct
this hipbpriddiatwy ng attention to the moments of

competition that make get aePowgr a 2003 M g. ah@d)

I n the first section of the chapter, I re
ant hropol ogy surrounding the garden, showing
deconstructlst ar eh ad wahlei tsyeecond section, foll owi

76



ANT as the analytical framework of this chapte

was experienced by some gardeners as a human

percepti-lmuméafctnore position in themagasdacgtit oe

complicate thmaprowogeasdoshppiacg the garden.

Pedagogi cal arena within an ephemer al natur e
The ephemerality of naturteychor pgavdedeens|

sucliSemiodeddual 'y during t lked owearos defalgawi denitr

and develop their successes. As Sepideh expl a
| mmi gration is not easy. I camei ft foerae mtewt H
what | knew before. |l had to | earn everyth
do weeding, pl anting, harvesting, trimming

and everythi ng Scehpa negnebse rv, e r2y0 1f9a s t

Hencaer,degners such as Sepideh, through thei
attentive to changes and detail s; they are
Recognizing the ways in which t bpel aaripshe mbehlhpst
highlight the &datmawme g os idtii€owdh nduflr iemaghumd t s me a s
natur da issetnodf passive object so(thMa chrea guhbsteedn a& dU

1995, As 2@&®pBi)deh exepmarakdconnean epbh as the

|l earn to dheuanhanwiacht omesn as al l i nteractions a
ephemeral | andscape.
As Neves (@00 9¢p hsetneetreasl, cont ext s, there ar

forms rbaut her compl ex rel at o(ohMevhd sp,s 220MoN,g pd.y nladn
changes within the frame of time and space (g

scope of this project) face newdclbalclamursge smo !
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i mmi grants come from different geographies wi

Canada and because of the ephemer al and chan
changing environment, theweemr@archbemrhairma oa@sd N«
Through these negotiations and interactions, ¢
hel ps them to bring their desired garden into

bet ween mosmnhemd It hentgearvdieewed as many of ther

control, manage, oOor even anticipate the weath
Having experienced gardening in their home
country | i ke Canada wiBhshong @nowhagsbkbewsaoh

i mmi grants that gardens ar e i8adeaxrpltad naerdd t htait |
may occur in the middle of summer, so gardene
choosing peanesi shant ato cold (such as broccc
stated

There is no placeeybukeanm gaedebawwhkiregs che

goes on quickly. Only in the midddree.ofYoau g

can | ook around and see things are differe

tomonMrAawust, 2019)

Ephemerality, along with a short cultiwvati.
to become more attentive and connected with t
was mani fested through the commonapprgprdahea
for unpredictable weather.

Not everyone recognizes the hybrid context
interwoven relationships between gardeners ani

and changifng hreatgmreden i s obvious for some gar

ot her actors in the garden, as what t hese g:¢
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| andscapedhuimanshatr endobemyond mere objecd sbywait.i
humans. Through this ephemer athiutmy,nst haeg eg anrod e r
objects but are actodpbansvathUlbanscmangeed gr daém
expectations and percepti drhs tdfem, hea nidn dihwiodiwgah
negotiation and shifting, h u Ahaumsa nrse c odlg nwizlel teh
this argument in the final section of this <cl
gar déeemxepresr i ences of weeding

As mentioned in the preceding paragraphs,
and dynamic comuemaimhsi mcwhivehynahter the garde
there are unexpected and unptr eidmgltya biltes edvyemd
The first davygrlapwarsmumri &€ sye mgta ridre n, | 160 ubnoda rad n
that notified gardeners about damages ®&Gaused
board was wup to seonl vli ntgaltkheed ptroo bglaernd.e nvé¢hr s t o |
iMa | dtkoal d me t hat these groundhogs caused dama

She explained that most of the gardeners t
good and healthy state, but there are predict:ze
such as snails, weeds, bindby axpgdeoitédepceahowa
probl ems and how to cope with them, as -epheme
humans. For exampl e, in the case of groundhog
mesh to cover thetheplovegandbpestagainst uni
indi catehemhow wman c hiphageddg aswidigeteprsocenaki nf. pl a

I n the ephemer al cigareeneof | ehengawthech b

wi tlhanpt shufmraecnrs] all ow them to briogNavea,rtidc®
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146) . Gardens are sites of l earning, and gar

recognize the crultumdnsr.ol Garodfe naoatgitvwemaroene v g p

environment al perception that entails recogni
and all the other biological entities that 1in
an il |l ustiralok nlgd puate nmhro f ai | ed efforts in havi
| several times tried to plant a pomegrana
pomegranat e h(aasn aar sipne cHaarlsimeani ng for me. |
which have BbHeerdewrcirtitbee t he beauty of its ¢
a long fall, and winter comes onh very prom
find a way to deal with this, but Ilecauld

pomegr afriCactteg bt&1ele9 )
Gardeners |li ke Laleh I earned that gardenir
techniques that may or may not | ead to the de

about her own phansrandanhatangeuhelr pldans as

or manipul ated by humans. Experiencecenstuetheds
arena,-hamé&ansomactively play their roles in the

Dr awi nNge v@@rs pr oposition, I argue that cul ti
watering, potting, composting, and any other
|l ead gardeners to acquiring "sets ofthmeéntcal
appreciation of nature,"”™ and through this "ae:

separates human and nature changes to -reveal
centered epistemol ogies (ONaeveg, tda0@avip.oninkt).
ways in which people ithmutmamasctevwiltvie. ndthurse azm
| earning helps gardener shumamg niirz et htehier cdaitliy .
2011) . For s$Q meg airmeinyindguaplr acti ces constitut ¢

encounters "-swhlevebycbmenano appreciate the ext
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human i s at once similar and different from I
exgpl e (Neves, 20009, p. 146) .

For some gardener s, gardeni ng, touching t
breathing earthy scents are, iRemasphmai aewwayhat
his childhood when, hteh e | saenntseed dfi sg &titrisng sdeierdt
pl ant has fascinated hi m. He told me that whe
fiwi th the eart DRamd et hevedathbhaete. gardening, a
oftemaction with nature are ways in whish hum:
idea was shared by otfiMar ¢phlgealrideevneed st. h aFto rt heex agmg
belong just to gardeners amdsthatchbiwvdst hbees
garden. Shwhenxpl aamedol | ecting vegetabl es, [
slugs because nature was their home first, an

opportunity formntMartjhaen pheseampreoft mengar den.

perceive the ent anhgurmarenrteliat ihounmsami pso anmodh i nt e

I n the pmeasaeaerséhefic proceéehsasmaihn awwhanypinc al
actors foremaangldededmwmep compl ex rel ationships
ecological embeddedness" (Neves, 2009, p. 146)

notion of self changes into a dynamiel adndohhbdt

surrounding environments and other actors tha

The process of l earning within the garden
composting. One day at aha& ewmldl eodt sdiemmeyred I
pot atoes, and other decayed plants. Sara said
and roots will be used again to nwShereathdet &
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pl ants exéemtastfnom the soil and deposit them |
this compost the following year, they repay t
composting and expressed how itswmakesvibhér  rioaip),)
and | eaves. She proudly talked about how it i
commonly reported by other gardeners: compost
the value of deval p¢échRébBdt edwant ¢ thitpaw®Re ziah sta
garden that | | earned everything goes back to
|l eaves, fruitddo tbetse, gaveenwehisnggar dereiedg i s
under the soil; it is a continuous | earning pi
and edible plants and their applications, as

Human beings, throughexihasmignggmatnher ir@lsihay i (

in fact expose themsel ves filtoo bbee ianfgf eacftfeedc theyd .s ¢

eval uat eo (tAhhame dt, hi2n0gl O , p . 311) . Cultivation,
surroundi ngyi nwdhidleosad saot tpeanti on to all entitie
of |l earning, evaluation, and affection. As Ahi
is n&aAhnuwesd, 2010, p. 311). Ber baelruiec ha nedt aatlt.e

t o our s darcrtosu ntdoi naglst er perceptiomandriahey quaegs
to see and sense the world and the rhythms of
perspective (BerddéenicMsetlamlques2®Radhcimpre (200
can be considered ifnedvagdgicaadli ofip oifté fTheAGemn sgas
payi ng aifotr@n tniagonsS {teedWfaag dutysg2@80 s to train our s

interpret the ordinary and banal aspects of e
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surroundings more accessible and helps us t

recognizing their active posikewiaon (BOOG&r pouhs
Ordinary affects are the wvaried, surging c
everyday | ife the quality of a continual |
emergences. They ar e thi ngs i mpuwlts elsgappean:
expectations, daydreams, encounters,, and h
in forms of persuasion, contagion, and com
agency, and in publkicrsd sa ntdh asto cd aatlc wop d dpl e |
feels | ike 1I820met hing. (pp.

Bateson and Bateson (1988) argue that humar
context of gardens, human beings | eaoachiowi ho
their dwelling environment and in their compl
to perceive their surigaumddeinrsg s pian kaodddefaffpeeryren tr

2003; Neves, 2009, pgarlden .i ntno faa cgi, g wihfaitc a nutr

is "creative receptivity" (Cooper, 2003) thro
"sensuous embodied experiences" (-Bhagihaewesal.
"mulkt uax pto(eGoad pelr , 2003, p . 11hjumaemtswd eon-al Ut man

construct one anot her and t heir shar ed envi

construction emerges from the fact t hatn "t he

creations [, s]ubject to everyday vagary of

ownership" (Mosser & Teyssot, 1991, p. 11; Ne:
The garden as an ephemer al setting (const a

f drumans t o e+#gan@e swiatnld nermrn how to respond t

as Sara explained above, unpredictabl e weat he
changes they experience in natumeg aBdishantd
constantly changing weather. Through these re
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with their surroundings, which in turn promot e
in this case plladamt)s. (I Ne vtehse, n2e0x0t9 ,s epc.t i on, I i
may help in understanding the hybrid and comp

Understanding human worlds as collective &

di ver se hnmnhmama m nedn tniot i es s CANTp tfiancg | o ft ag aersd es
spaces whose being occurs through the pres

(p. 42)

Active actors in the garden

I n the preceding section,sclussomtnexatrwallnidz @ dc
nature of gardens and showed how the ephemer a
under st antdh-& thmea nmoweer | d. I presented groundwor
pedagogi cal pl atfoemiandppowct At ooghgaedehers
how to face ecol ogical di | emmas, ambiguities,
370874; Neves, 2009, p . 150) . Hence, the garde
full sdfortmraan ve experiences wher ebyumamans widan
whom they engage and interact" (Ndhes, 20@9ye
conceptualization of self 49 nneashuertdroorumeddi nign tios
basic unit of JdeNreoveepst i2dDM 9an ¢ .a clt5i0gn Fol | owi ng
this holisticheétol mgbtdilNwebesne 2ODP9, p. 150) .

Foll owing Hitchings (2003) and Power (2005
framewor k t o -dulstmarnd | ccu anlaitsameand hi g-humghs t h
in the garden. ABANPo werrov(i 2005 )asdrsgaueeeswor Kk he hdt
of dualistic perspectives through the asser:t
achieviémentd®2). Bul 650 npPowedNTi shedbk $sugd

the dynamics of garodeniongt hbey ednrtaawign ge da trteel nattii
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nomumaAmMNT il |l uminates the networks of actors
paid to the challenges, competitions, and <col
shar ed ohmasbi(tRhRawer , 2005) .

As Power (20088 )strguomngsh i"@&ANfTfounded in its r
as agency, identity, power, and &pdfee wesne sedr
of heter ogod Pooves , AdRPOBSSThps approach recogni ze
perfor manctumdnsal whipncoanv iweu 1y rel egaf{ edweéeno, a
2005, p. 42). I f ol dacw ufmewdrs amd octulggre st c l dilaa
the packomama activeumpadass tilomeu i -m@&i pgowe s i
the garden (Power, 2005).

As Latour (1991) conte-hdmantbhpbaghshumane

connections, a hybrid networokhdmamsarndaits i csorm
of botAat st He sds(aNmeev etsi, me200 9, p . 149) . I n this
either side have effects on the other side" (

understanding oiffty ttheatmutc omhetcamasfabmansgahnd(HF
2005; Neves, 2009, p. 149). At first gl idOmpse,

mani pul ation and co-htutmahsovcveul daberej ewerd Ben

humahsema and shape in their desired ways. H
techniques they use to place these planss in t
to be set in a particular way nmayHoiwmetveerrs i fay d

engagement with the dynamic context of the ga

own wdiyrst earor uoyptheopreaess of gardening.
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The aetwork theory (Latour, 1991 ) umdk as iat

garden where al/l actors (inhabitants) dynamic
matters is that they are al/ foll owing myriad
own interests and delsexrietsy, oafn dd aihlryo uegrhc ot uhnet ecro
interests. However t hiat mwsnte Ipardcdclknmpwineé dgead t
power than others. For example, humans deci de
thgardens, and gardeners have the power to pl

Foll owing Emma Power (2005), oIt orglryuad ik

anal ysis of the entangled relations hiem theuga
on enrol ment "describes a process through whi
another so that their own Hlietsdhierdg sp,elPd W@ 8na n.e

2005, p. 41, Neves, 2009i)culWorent gahdieqee s, e mmmpd

exampl e, pruning their trees) to decorate an
successful outcome of this cl| olsemanol 'l albloogwafts ]
gardener totheke(Powdi t 2005, p . 42) "combine

(Murdoch, 1997, p. 331).

As Hitchings (2003) argues, It i's not al w
determines the construction amd nef armhmei mybofi d
of the garden can play a centr al part by "enr
through the -maomteranteagbobwwen environment or
aesthetic sensibp.lid42kps”" HoRewer, 2BO5notion
relationships and enrol ments bet ween these

heterogeneous actors actively negotiate and ¢
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Foll owi ng PRonwetrhi(s2 00bapter I-hamgoer éehati oo
someti mes have a | ess t han har moni ous natur ¢

har moni ous relationships between gardeners an

"wor kgetghero, " hthmarasnsarcd emdre and buil d garden
103; Power , 2005, p . 42) . Building on Neves (
garden-cionnsarecoted context, it i sratatontshebern avs
humans -aABatham®n Rat her, |l contend that 1t come
and continuing negotiations, challenges, conf

ANT as a framewor k fmowvet lbiey ooddaeepdticéric Ipht @ pps

har moni ous relationships within the garden a

chall enging nature. It also highlights the wun
bet ween gar dePoevwes ,amd Opl, ampt.s 43) . I n the case
are dynfemira@dlhleyi he compl ex and ephemer al nat ur

|l eads to unpredictabl e out coméisn ttehrads tasr,e( Fhoowe 1
p. 41). Regardless of humans' intentiomnms,and c
and gardeners are always in the process of |e

As Myers (2017) states:

Pl ants aret,s,l ieknrt argeliirng,oonour i shingt s ar ome
entice entire ecologies of other creatures
they havehotwhet okneonw rain others in service

d ersé(sMyers, 2017, p. 297, Hustak & Myers, 2
Foll owing Myers (2017), I suggest that hui
technol ogies, and techniques, "might be the b
2974)n. what flolslhhows t he-hdy mami ouandanaoame of the

of coll aboration, negotiations, competitions
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Foll owing Power (2005) , I show that the gard
together and workftogthgabestponddinothshew ho

can be understood as a dodmdrei palnatsicarp sanm et acd I

a hybrid | andscape

At first gl i mpse,begamceens Ilmaaydssapmst aonst
cul tur e, knowl edge, and desires. The way gard
soil, and try to maintain their patch may den
toward hemsmamndepilrans (Power, 2005). -pPpbang my
relations may capture this perspective, whi ch
This | abor itsaskassaed dgrheurfdrm of worakn rleagbua uri,n
and (re)shamangroaBhaxystengal ., 2009, pr.s 62) .

cited below describe plants as raw materials
tasks as means to hellmangafdeneheisetpadmrd .f ol |

Some gardeners | ook for structure and spec
to rule over nature and exfidamiddéesicrr | besdi rgeag da
practices as a wayd tol kare,p fhree e gfar @ fithimgegaitmgamu
the soil, pl anting, pruni ng, watering, pottin
and you have to do them all i f &Soouniwaant at og akreds
|l pent many afternoons with helping her weed,
power and desir e 8l hoevreer ipsl asnotnse.t hShneg ssaaitdi,sf yi ng
you | ook back and see the beackgies abil epg, and ¢ e
are 8hel sedowed me how t hi€fhwpedndgl mbstcbemdgs

doin | eave any roots in the soil, 0dhbesWwi tésya
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techniques t heste draarvdee ntehresi re nppllooty t he way t he)
i mpose their plans and ideas on the garden. I
knowl edge may create a context for garfdemers
garden and exclude the roles of plants in the

Anderson (1997) suggests that the process

fiowner shi po@Padwero,nt2®05, p . 145) in gardeners
gaem. I n this process, pl ants do not have the
possible to ignore their position in the gard

that rieheesedetas, cud(tPwrwees ,a S nade rtintse power

I n this sense, gardening is perceived not as
fimonolopgweluced by the gardeners (Power, 2005,

However, this perspective e¢s gatdemiamgdi HPyu
as a complex and dynamic process, not as a p
(Power , 2005) . I n this sense, they try to | ec

Degnen (2009) asfher tcshhan'gn emgp osnesaesso ntsqQ tweat her
characteristics, processes of germination, ar
knowl edge with which gardeners engage with th
Foll owing(begag and Hale et al. (2011), | sugc
get in touch with nature and plur al wor |l ds. F
datp-day changes, people eihgage Wwuttd ripd aguisdbead db
obser v@Powers, 2005, p. 46).

I n other words, gardeners |l earn to cope Wi

argues, "Plants can be understood as structur
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and thhextoof their successors” (Power, 2005,

perceived as active actors in the hxkmitereadnt
epi stemol ogi es. I n what foll ows, als demams tcr aatr
hybrid | andscapes emerging from cloumpdn cadtedr g.

develop this point of view by focusing on mom
of gardener s.

As | have shown &abpoawvees,endgaerdd eansi nag rweafsl erct i o1
the garden as a human playground. This perspec
everyday interactions with plé@metesdsand olmeargmirr
under stranadi alher ccl es of plants in the process
Further building on Power (2005), the present
active position of-cphantsctnnghéhldpmeaessdes o fmir@

some plants attract gardeners based on their

with the plant. Ife ntogme deervss, andeearpl &aovtr st h
and attention. Vilhveen as prmeeca rfiincg fpull abnpicsse & | O m e ri sno
preference in the sense of appearance, <color,

spend more time cultivating and caring for th

Hence, in this seedi ore,) ati baosu®formalteht & @
taking into account the moments of <coll aborat
unwanted plants, namel Yil,h ewegeadrsd e nAss aHaer td gm@lna @
various formtaseécmaawtthhkeempr dered beds, cul t

weeding, et c. (HartiganjfmudQlSs,peg.i €048 @)y s € b &aa

cont ext frienl anhiiocrsuma n h aroen a O Haektygao|l t 204abe
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Foll owing Power (2005) and Hartigan (2015), I
to grasp "the devel oped (@dedc hinn tqaurersé jolfa eedxa pset ae
applied to plants" (HaOUR&&EP,.283015, p. 492, F

Through my fieldwor k, I have | earned about
significant to gardeners. I argue that some
gardeners based on their cdlrorunamnmd eapupéedrian cees
attract gardeners and enrol | them in their «ca

combi ndMaha®ripnl ot hel ps to expand this argumen

She | i ked biheatciodmrofcopgwr ple basil, green ch

appearance, these plants were cultivated beca
As you see, mo s t of my patch is covered b
peppersen.n lIbeltiwkee t he way&Gt  measgendalomes Idr dw«
pl ants are in an i maginary tabloid. And of
basil has an aromatic scent , alnldeeaiitagusg hiim f
| make a special tea of dri egdcthab®D1bpaves
| n Mashowase, the special appearance these

affordanckbked her in the gahdenr pbaptevi ibepa,j
utility of plants are not the only attraction

Some plants are significant beGabaekgfouhd
On her bithat@lyer Spranted a saoudr nafasgdd eeece i
Sara and her two sisters each had their own tr
i fe, as her memories from home were formed a
seeds in a poulawdtwasheeeyfcagefe sapdyead,gs, ¢
she would have a part of her past back.ngShe ca

how to keep it alive. As Sara explained:
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I |l ove sour orangl, ttrleessdaretr akthti tes naress
uni que taste of i1ts fruits. I 't r @miknndosw m ef
these seedlingdlwidd mwrhesve, tbukedeép them
i nformation aibfout kéeepThkbgmsag a pot I nNsi ¢
winter they willdGkdep. gifbwi bgsantdewmperatur
12 to 37 centigrade.

Pl ants | ike this sour @dcange asdedltitreqqtr eq

emotional bond to specific plants encourages t

Sara described her effortéuningulee anreneidnsg ianb otudr

S u

d

-

SO

SO

nlight, and temperaturcen by ds tsahtei nfgu rtthheetr etdh
ought and salty soils and should not be kej
me gardeners are emotionally attached to th
they athembpoutoi hbgpgavidecal apl aetesl s. Simil a

gar dBBreernigm,] d me about his passion for gardeni

| e

Be

arning process in which the gardenengacqui

nham sai d:

My friends call me a green thumb. | can gr c
and a piece of I and and | turn it téoe a gar
l earned a | ot just by obseplvVangsot Rer ganm
zucchini and okra need to be watered once
than okra. Or for mint, you need to keep t|
pl ant once or twice adrdoauyg hats cnoinndtia inddooeys® unvoetr
|l earn these step by step. Gardening is not
di fferent soil s, weat her, and the differen
they need, if they must be kwéapt Unddr of heo:
grow. And this is the beauty of nature. Yo
changes occurring around you. (G@actdemem,g 2 G1
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Gardeners | i ke Behnath tbeernedttbati phankso
proper care fiPd ame sl talky eqpit 0o wii les ofiPtolweirnd i20Vi0& u
47) teach and guide gardeners how to response

Behmmampl| aei yer ¢he care they need to grow, and

create a part of the home he I eft beyond the
coll aboration.

Mi nt , basi |, green onion, rmdbesans padisl ey,
beetroot, zucchini, okr a, kal e, and chil pep

With the attention they r ecceonvset rfuoctm a hoo ngvae ndte
or Bengal. g ar ddeens, oaf ptlhaec ep awsitt ht hsahta r emi nd t h
behi nd. As PoWehre s(e2 Op0l5a)n tsst arteecsoommended t hemsel
a variety odf ocrh aerxaacmpelrei,s ttihcesi,r speci ficalappeal
uti lity, etc. (Power, 2005, p. 48). Therse gar
childhood growing up near yards or @meorbddng ywi
the gardeners can rebuil dattlseime dmdadheimn cal he
(ghorbat IForFaxaimpl e, Il ranian gardeners pl ant
the commudéi tcyomgeurndad n area as t he scedtonimf t hes

Pl ants are <crsucdfalcarmsttrhuec tp rnagadtsheg ,gaame nw

their special charactéetr i eni ceife,mott @ pen@d adcd Mmeni d

(Power , 2005) . Hitching (2003) and Clock and
theworl d and that gardening is a manifestation
for their plants. Following Power (2005), 1 s

of pnhaakcieng i n t he c domembtinegrhody ®g@r dlee@ &ndones, 20
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di smant!| esultther @adwalei ty by i fiviotlovitnhge hreetleartoi goe

(Power , 2005, p. 48) and commitment .
Il n this perspective, the garden isennetd asd
raw materi al under human control to satisfy h

gardens show that humans are altered and capt
the process of changi ng, ebcetciovnei nigs <sawnpmp onratkei dn
commi t ment, and time people invest in their g
needs. As Anipeonpbe assertg,eserved their deepe
t heir mostonasr dfeonrt tahfef i@ 9g47 &) .ns

This section -colntwraeli dusicietay ened Bpmahemo!
focusi nlgpum@ncstanve presence in the garden. Foll
I showed that i st heatpirmmc,esgarodendonny and eco
relations betwhemamgmaBasandomonhese entangl e
humans are altered through the process of trar
t he-hmam no | onger emerges as an object. I shc
gardening and that, in this view, gardens d
irefl ection[s] of humag@tPowktura860&8ndpund8j)stan

| n stehcet i on that foll ows, I briefly introduc
the garden to show how plants as active actor
constantly chiblyl eredgeassgargd @ rheeri & eedprl @loBemwte r i nt
2005, p . 48) . Henci@ ,het hadeal gl aoft sd oomteslItli emg e o
perception that corsinderredo(dRarmibesn; ag2s® 0a5 ,h upma n4 8

to other ©pl ant soctalret arnaq witrtee ngadrochenemeseds | e ac
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ways to remove them from the garden. Weeding,
requires knowl edge, technique, and skills (De
reflnedatheo |l ess harmonious relationship between
in the garden.

Less harmonious relationships

As mentioned in the preceding section, not
gardeners. Thereparesesicme i ml d mtes gwhadee di ssat
as mBarteai | , couch grass, pi gweed, chickweed, |

gardeners and force them to rearrange their g
of belel i ous plants that do not |l et gardeners
fiWeeds were plants that entered ongoing, comp
their enrol mendpl @amBowehge Ba@OHgnbOow4ABY. chear D
plants is important, but identifying weeds an:i
of these plants is important, too (Degnen, 20
Foll owing Power (2005) and Degnen (2009),
which considersegdrdends coantlrxman and they do
gardening and domestication. opllnantshifsorvinevw,ur e
gardens do fimiomp leemerr gfel east i aomds wrfd da(Ptaaved iyl D O &
p. 48%. wBezdna captured these iweeeadss nfoaslta fa pet Ihya r\
are plants that can undo whatever | have done
patch or t helyelwovdd ibhepalitanlniesva ewpoi nt, weeds

active actors that cause him trouble and turn
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very hard to remove weeds and provide xptr,oper
hard physical wor k 1 s notoptrrees emrcley i me g ehtei weard

Weeds promote a sense of shame and guilt f
their garden aRidséhaeynel ad | il ®frxepdpld sSsaedd hae appear
my garden. What do other gardeners think abou

garden and ke®pwhy my dpyadRSibt ehdasaadasweae dsi.ngl e mo

ti me job, does not dawnviengegnfoaarghhen mgarntoe rs.p ehidi
about |l etting weeds cover her plot. However,
commi t ment to the garden, and she triesgto car
Halealet (2011) , I suggest that some gardeners
because they believe i ficsomnmiattnee nts an dnaanb ifleisttya |
and pr o(dHexlted veet al ., 2011, p. 1859).

Neves (269 9 fehcamti op@g i c al l earning and the er
relationship, hol i sm, and attachment amounts

becomes deeply aware of the conti na(upm tilh5lt) .e
Fol hgwiNeves (2009), | suggest that through th
of ecological aesthetics, gardeners create a I
transforms and changays rtoluenmhiiriHerte laalt.i a(n2 Otidot )t hs
something that arises through the garden exp
bet ween the expectations of the garde(mHalnad t h
et al., 2011, p. 1859).

To idtteasmyy t heoretical arguments regarding

I present &Sxaam8elpe lethrr omnd iAReyz ap | aSnatm ismitdhe ga
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did not plant is a weed. They ushuoadtl ya myr en eneod
care and attenti-o@adeheWeaeagpsdeeweirkee choamndonl|l y r €
gardeners as uninvited guests and asilumrooretr o

to the garden every dagyttad |Iwast,eralasnod tcoo IwWeeecdt. ¢

they wil/ cover the whole plot and wilbd steal
Rel ated to t:his, Reza told me
Here we mostly grow medicinal and epdianltee dp
in our plot is unwanted and a sort of weed
garden by humans, birdss whad, weaCRAungquwang otr
2019)
As described in these examplieducebegparsdailse ru
over their gardens and challenge their ideas

3
o
o

ity of seeds and opllaams,s awvo rlk sd eaggari inlbseé  kgeaal

=

| e 6npd bainltist y assigitlksdgeahdienehemeéoi ned for

wor k against thei bsepeldasn saraen d rwainsshfeesr.a bP|leg nbtys wi

birds, or any other external power . |l nvasi ve
gardenamageotme sitwuation and contr ol t hem;
provide for their favorite plants (Power, 200

| earning about methods for removiomg dinv drhse hw
cont ext of the gar den. -clTehnetye rneodt iodrelays cldya | cl heanr
pl ans; they also show that plants are not mut
They find ways to r ulredeonveerrs tbhues yg alredaernn ianngd akbeo
remove t hedefguicctkilvyelayn

The | ess harmonious relation weeds mani fes

from the harmonious relations Hitchings (200
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constructed through coll aborations between hul

efforts and hard wortkBaidnaideal i ng with mare
They [weeds] eventwually find a way to undo
t hem, tyheey return to the garden. |l spray we
I dig and turn over the soil. Still, t hey
conditions. |l tried to prevent tghaa m sftr omn nsd
or biAdg®st , 2019)

Sa@®m description of his confrontation with
humaentered garden. As this example shows, w
competitive rel ati ehnu nbaenswe eann ch uinta nhsa tdaencda gneosne b h
actors attempt "to ensure their own garden pe

Power (2005) asserts that weeding invol ve
bet ween humammamsndashogqardeners try, tangegnweeéds
fir e fod e f ol | odp lganrsdenlenr st hi s perspective, we ed:¢
actors that challenige tbkuprongesbeinf desidgnani
pl ahBower, 2005, p. 80pctFweuschgreni weetds gar
t hat the gar eceemtiesr endo tarae rima madifide cvheael d se nayrien g g
plans and refusing to play the roles gardener

As to the conteptuggeseéent dlamemtt ants are not
enroll ed into the garden. Rat her , they enroll
argument is acknowledged by Power (2@&3)X.heBhe

ma reisft t hat firtehceosnemigprihdaemdt s | ves t o these gardener

create some part of their home back in a fore
care, |l ove, and attention, ey weddhapedrtehadii mc
to rebuild the home they | eft beyond the bor
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enrolled in these relations and gained what t
their root s. fiTAhsp sPoocweesrs asrog ufeusl,l y ent wi ned t he
and human that neither can ddeowreder Qt0®®dd Pps &
Conclusion

The main argument of this chapter was that
humanothumam centered and that plants have act
an enchanting | andscape such as a fgaacrididim a(tPeo w
process of constructing a geadmtdeonbhi et @it hgt
(Power, 2005, p. 50) in which both-hamaosscmae
interrupt the process of gardening by chall er
2005, p. 50) andltetiusnngatdeber s’ pl ans. The
form the main argument ofmakhng t hegdgihe, gwhidem
complex, and gradual prlowcmasmrs dentneridd ean d utmaan
crtical in this process, whether they make it

Through the | ens of ANT, this chapter reve:
of pnhaakcien g . From the point of view ofrdeMT,. pl s
il lustrated my theoretical arguments by prov
approach, I hi ghlighted the moments when pl ar
gardeners and emphasized thegardems ngFpomcas

perceptive, plants c afnebgeodtsikaeting asea@aads otrdsr ¢ lngh

with or challenging their human caregivers.
Through the | ens of ANT, | emphasized that
nor -noeoman centered (Power, 2005) . I described
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how humans come to | earn about self and the o
t hem. I emphasized that bothdpéagageadandngthdede
domestication and that both were transfor mecf
reci procal and entangled relations as well as
is a dynamic dimlbbgtuvee eem dh enteggrod geatea mus actor s
the process of altering, becoming, and making

I n presenting the garden as a hybhumansands
are central t OANTt sp ecrosnpsetcrtuicvtel -odaing raunetds etph es t e w
that consider gardens as human playgrounds r e
2005; Hi tchings, 200 3; Neves, 2009) . By chal
pl aygr ouhnads,i zledeniphe active positi-mali md @ohndant |

ways they may ease or interrupt it.
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Conclusaisan day i n the garden

Prol ogue

Summemwasmulberryseason

Grandmausedto bringin awide, white fabric

Babausedto climb upthetree

And shaket down

Cousinsgsistersandl heldthefabricunderthetree

Laughingandscreamingout of happinessindjoy

Babausedto pretendhewasfalling down

i Mo t hamfalingd o wn . 0

Everytime

Grandmabelievedhim

Ranto him andstretchedherskinnyhandstowardthetree

andsaid

fi D motbeafraidson,l will catchy o u . 0

We laughedevenlouder

Grandmaslippedaway

Babaneverclimbedthe mulberrytreeagain

We did notgo to thatgardemagain

Old andaloneMulberrytree

Your white andsweetfruits arefalling to theground

Do you still remembeusandour laughter?
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Conclusion of the thesis

I n this thesis, | have focused o-humaasmi hnn
the hybrid and compkexgpbgcdgsanodhn@mémanmergrt a/nt
gardemhrough my research participants'- inter

making (community gardening) as practices for

bel ongi ng,d setmali lointay, agarn achment to Canada. Th
that malkaaong within the garden is a compl ex, 0
process, heterogeneeéeuwsmaacst)o rpd a(yhuwmand ceerld rmodre
|l i ke spaces for some I mmigrants. 't i s a ¢omg
facilitate or hinder it, and each of them pl
power f ul actant I n this pirsoceass.tdhbi glvleiraht

relationships bebhwmans hhumanbBeaodmmonity garde
to emphasize that the garden is not just a d
beyond the perspgédet igae dtematt oc dres iad édrusnan achi e

I n order to form the main argument of this
that contributed to the whole picture tmomfokt he
a further ot eap giumemntt teo maissweThnt de maim tquemea
the empirical data have been analysed: the <co

people develop a sense of bel ongindike GCpaae

2 To what extent and in what ways do immigrants work éat newhomelike spacewithin
urban community gardens in Montreal, Canada?
How do norhumans collaborate with, interrupt, and/or ease the process ohpddasg?
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(akernative home), and the community garden a

centeretfiuman oentered). I n what foll ows, I ex

First, in Chapter One | 2eaxpgeureide rnt cheadtu geln cpheamy
embodi ed-seemd omulatli engagement in community gar
of stability and belonging and develop emot i

argureretmpl oyed the Mdohapoine Pérahadptillvmmat emsd e ¢
my empirical dat a, I reveal ed how some garden
body memori es, senses, and i maginati on) and
emotional att aErmonteirmdintadale h@®andadaare motivated \
sense of belonging to their surr-loivkhai ssgmac e@a.ndHe
by emoti onal attachment I mean that i mmigrant
towards €Cameldped hahem to consider this their
My research participants reported that enc
transformed their mood (increased their happi
with the depowstsheoy e@nmpesioenced after displ ace
and bel onging, and helped them to develop an

i mmi grants informed me of the prosaicimplessasur

STransformative encounters that cheaamndhelp peopl es:
themdevelop their sense of belonging and emotional attachment tméveienvironment.

4 Places we inhabit and know through our body, sensesl imagination

® The abilityto seng the worldby moving within it

®Is nei t her a subjecive repeeaentationyit has a dualistic riature "something that
lives in a vibratory space of relationabt{Bhatti et al, 2009, p. 66)t evokes mmi g mammoties af
their beloved childhood gardens
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in the gardeaoaf wandhmeéadi ng for them and turne
|l andscape where they enjoyed spending ti me.
As my research particseasnosi aepengadgémehnt ov
reveries emerged (memories of childhood i n a
enchanting encounters and revising their chil
prosaic pleasure. They i-akpemeeearsme mpgfotshhow pPh e
inspired and motivated them to choose-l the cor
Sspace. My Oinratr @ ralt 0 owtso r csf emer ged reveri e and
community garden® eondoefgperBidiemiverdpproach he
justify the fact that i mmigrants have chosen ¢
Based on myopiemtcemplt o-bmmeonfs naomd t heir stor.i
encounters wi tshf otrhneend (twhheiicrh ctornannect i on wi t h ne

pl ace making as being théaumasuletmbofoi pmenes bes

the garden was not jJjust an inert objecbonmanif
i n i mnmilgrvaerst.ts By expl ori ngexmyerrieesnecaersc,h -lp ahit g ke
humaacst i ve role in generating emotional attact

The argument of this chapter helped me to
this thesis, as in Chapter One-hlunbarnise filny i mmg lgh

|l ives by focusing on enchantnnghengaudéprr whieg

" Such as weeding, digging, raking, plantingfigg their hands dirtyor simply being there,
sitting on a bench, singing a songitpring around, enjoying the sounds, tasseents, and scenes of
nature

8 Bachelarddefines this concept as modes of activities and poetic images of enchanting
encounters within a natural world that cannot be analyzed using logical science (Bhatti et al., 2009, p. 65)
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revealcotnhset rcuoct ed-maa&ai ngepobcpelsaes t hahtunoacncsur a

interact in the garden. Also, | contributed t
compl ex procegsanitrs wleiveHl oipmmdi gmoti onal -attach
|l i ke space) and to Canada. This approach pro
argument of Chapter Two, which focused on the

Il rani @gm adhinmie s .

I n Chapter Two, | focused on daily routines
t hat formed within 1t, -amapeanaytsheinr wphliocths gtahr
practices, techniques,-makdng!|l antapegyerenthes
This approach hel ped me reveal that place mak
| ayered, and gradual process that is beyond a
urban | andsaiarpet héfmhexseemerged from my intervi
acknowledged the complexity of ©place making
served i mmigrants as an alternative home. I w

First, s o mec wtfornsy rienptoerrtled t hat by plantin

from their homel arxd eattleeyt hwemre maoh lhedmiodnitl e t §

hel ped them have something of what they | eft
uban | andscape, these gardeners developed a
interl ocutors reported how the physical appea
and helped them to build newThbeyiahfoemadi mas
planting specific plants, sharing gardening t
seeds, plants, food, and |ife stories, they di
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gardeners. Thédsessooai aher ghadieoanfel ped itklteem e
relationships and to have a sense of belongin

Lastly, some of my research participants acf
for them as a thercapeeti cThayd i 6ot menig mgr & ha
hel ped them overcome soci al i solation and cop
about the daily Ilife difficulties they faced
communi hyagaadeescape space and denimglecdo mmwrmilt
i mproved their health and increased thheiimg|l i f e
Most gardeners said they devel opedac-roedmamion s h
strata and ethnicity. However, it i s mpaetable
in the gardens were harmonious: there were mo

Through reporting these nhbowkedgbdemebat mpl a

within a community garden is a complex proces.
physical appearance of the | andscape, and sev
by i mmigrants toormmeni tay dwadameen.n t he

The argument of Chapter Two hel ped me take
thesis, as in this chapter | shbtageérelaprplcac:
Il highlighted the wayrsudtnedwvhtihceh ghaukmbenrs g &a 3150 1
final step, | positioned the | ast piece of the
of -momans in the process of constructing a ga
t hatgatrlden i s a hybrid | andscapehutnaant ciesntreerietdh
nomumans have active roles in the process of ¢

hel ped me form the final par te of atrhgeu emdaitrh aar g
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weeds). The competition between gar denielres and
objects for human manipul ation; ratépkeansthey

Some gardeners acknowledged that the garde
nolm mans as active actordplcaaesscteapnttil oyn sc,h aanngde egx
Al t hough the perspective of ANT acknowl edges |
process of place making, | acknowl edfgedamnisat t
was not equal, vwalsatgatraemlearst dewhaeredand where
their plants with proper care (in terms of fo

Hence, by |l inking the main arguments of t h
of this thesdamd talygihed compd exsgowi phanea hybr
such as a garden, heterogeneous actors play <c
actants has a more powerfudhumasst mosgjictndodk. det
Hence, by illustrating t-bhent pladepmake g, ils

nature/ cul tur ec ednutadrietdy eapnids theunmoalnogi e s .

I n this thesis, I addressed the entangl eme
and -hnuomas (plants) in the context of three urb
I n doing so, I contributed to the existing b
il lustrating the ways in whi ch -hhuunmaahnusn @a c qEuvi erne

t hough community gardens (nat ulrieRe hapaec s einn s
of i mmigrants, t he ¢ rhiumacnasl (asnudc ha catsi vpel arnotlse)s
received little attensi bodyHehceéjtkerabootei buyt

context of communi t yl igkaer dsepnasc e(sa)s hcarsi tei ncoarl mohuosm
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better understanding of the complex -aAamdaast an
in the Ipomeae&kssngofin garden settings.

Focusing on the entangl ethumalinat aonsh-eg® gof

humans' active role is beneficial as itsaffect
such as gl obal veacronhiongg caan d aywae ledhse sasn-c ulflhteu rde s r
binary is crucial, as this perspective has | e
2019) . I n the end, we may | earn to what exte
bilmgi cal actors. Further more, hlowmaonug, darsd uped
not i mmune from the consequences of our di sr

PacKetchabaw, 2015).

This project | ooked iarts tt wgpe ngerroautpiso,n noafmellryg
three community gardens in Montreal, Canada.
participants. The decision to only focus on ¢t}

|l andscapedewwasoi htimit the scope of my thesis.
about byM9CBVICh as mass unemployment, soci al i
research could be done on the role -thatducrlan
chall enges pertaining to fobdibBgadaedtyl belie
research would be highly relevant.
Epil ogue

The communitygardenis compartmentalizedavith gray fencesthat separateahe garden
from the surrounding buildings. It is a quietday at GrapeCommunityGarden. A few gardeners
arehere weedingtheir plotsandsocializing.Someongicksup thewaterhoseandstartswatering

his patch.The scentof the wateredsoil refreshesne; it remindsme of our gardenbackin Iran. |
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am sitting on a gray benchundera beautiful sunshadeenjoying a bright sunnyday. Thereare
rectangulavasesplacedaroundthe sunshadethey aredecoratedvith solenostemommnarigolds,
andcolorful violets.

Thesunshadés nextto theg a r dgatech theright side.Ontheleft is asmalloffice. A
blueboardis locatedin front of the office containingnoticesaboutcleaningdaysandinstructions
for new gardenersEverythingaroundme is verdantand resonatingwith tranquility. Colorful
plantsstandsideby side,weavinga carpetof beautyandcomfort. Mo r n i saoftgidtsucheamy
skin,andl feellike | amin themiddleof amagicalcanvasurroundedyy thegreenbloodof nature.
Theheartbeatsf thegardernundermy feetreveallife. A chilling breezepasseshroughthegarden
andcaressethelittle basilplantsstandinghandin handin a plot nextto my bench.

Occasionallyshortbeepsof passingcarsdisturbthe silenceof the garden Despitethis, |
enjoythesoundof tweetingbirds. The blueskyis splashedvith white andfluffy clouds;it seems
like aflawlessceiling. | standandstretchmy body. After a second| startwalking throughthe
garden.The soil crunchesundermy feet. Someof the plots arecoveredwith chickenwire mesh.
Thisis suggestetdy thegarderboardasafamily of marmotswvholive in thegarderhavedamaged
someof theplots.Many plotshaveshortscaffoldsto supportoeansAll thep | obedsagecovered
with compostandits darknesgontrastsvith the mulchedwalkway.

A veiledladyin awhite andorangeBengalidresssmilesat me.| stopfor ashortchatwhile
sheremovesottenleavesfrom the beanswhich arein a goodandhealthystateand covertheir
supportingscaffold. Thewomankindly allowsmeto helpherhangthebeansonthescaffold. The
leavesaregreenandfresh,softanddelicate.] am carefulnotto hurtthe plant. Thereis no vacant

spacein herplot; I seezucchini,basil, beanschilies, lettuce,eggplant,andtomatobusheswith

110



somered and manystill greentomatoesAround this plot everythinghasan earthyscent.| feel
reunitedwith nature.

| keepwalking throughthe garden;d o wn t glassydowersare visible from wherel
stand.We arein the middle of the city, andstill it feds like we arein anothemworld, far from the
city andits turbulentlifestyle. | seesomeberrybushesandtheyremindme of summerdayswhen
my cousinsand| would spendhourscollectingsweetfruits in aforestnexttomygr and mot her 0
house TherearemanyberriesonthebushesNextto theberrybushesomethingcatchesny eyes.
A pair of red sandalsare hung on two woodensticks. Apparently,someonetried to createa
scarecrowlt doesnot resemblea humanto me,althoughmaybeit doesto a crow or agroundhog.

The sunplayshide andseek,appearinganddisappearingpehindthe cumuluscloudsthat
float lazily acrosghesky. | arriveataplot coveredwith redbasil, mint, honeysucklejasmine and
gardeniaThe combinationof red,green purple,andwhite createsa magnificentview. Thescene
gentlytouchesmy heart;i t likesa surrealpaintingwherecolorsmeetandmovetheviewer.The
scentof jasmineis aromatic,and the contrastbetweencolorsis breathtakingl touchthe fresh
leavesof thebasl andmint; theyaresoftlike ababy'sskin. Two little girls laughandrunthrough
the garden.Their father calls out to themin Bengali,andthe kids slow down their game.The
childrenhavedoubledthe positiveenergyin the garden.

Many storiesareburiedin the heartof this garden andtheyneverdie. Onemustdig deep
to getin touchwith them.Old treesfrom far awaycometo this gardento setdowntheir rootsin
solidground.Theyaretired, uprooted andhopelessTheyfeel lostandforgotten,yettheystill try
to find awayto survive.Theybecomeweaklike a newly growing plant. Any wind maydissipate
them.Theytry to settheirrootsdownandgrow strong.Therearemillions of them,displacedand

looking for a groundto call home.This wasa story of wherethosetreeslive.
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Appen@anxden maps
Garden maps8 nluebcenrg 1t @ ol rani an community

15 belong to Bengali community gardeners.
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Figure9: Gar den map NO. 3. Sepidehds plot.
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Figurelo. Gar den map NO. 4. Hami debés pl ot.
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Figurell: Gar den map NO. 5. Saraébs
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Figurel2 Gar den map NO. 6. Lal ehos
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Figurel3 Gar den map NO. 7. Behnamdés plot.
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Figurel4 Gar den map NO. 8. Shabnambés pl ot .
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Figurel6:Gar den
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Figurel72Gar den map NO. 11. ASamdéds pl ot.
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Figurel8 Gar den map NO. 12. Mal i kaés pl ot.
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