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Abstract

ATheir Fl amaLFtalFresWhotrebutDencio Cabanela, P
of Prizefightingds Firs193006Nati onal Com

Mathieu Brousseau

This study considers the articulation and exchanges of discourses of race and tropicality, and
narratives ofAmerican colonial rule, about the bodies of Filipino prizefighters during the 1910s
1930s in a trangnperial sphere. It tracks these through the Anglophone sporting press,
examining their c¢ on fdhdigenous @ludsndthe ngwikowledgd theg ht i n
produced about Filipino bodies within and fo
one examines the brief Australian sojourn and tragic demise of Dencio Cabanela, the first

Filipino prizefighter to achieve extranational prominenceotfisiders the personal links,

networks, and discourses through which his body was conceived as preternaturally resilient and
predictably undisciplined, situating the cause of his demise deep within his body, rather than the
trade in which it was engagdtlalso contemplates the unwitting role Cabanela played in uniting
several componentsyouth, preternaturamperviousnessand aggressivenes®f a nascent
Filipino pugilistic identity. Chapter two cen
flyweight champion Pancho Villa and his manager, Frank Churchill, to consider the business of
prizefighting, and power and agency therein. It examines how this business shaped expressions

9
r

of American col oni al rul e anghguRihexploitspth®ei ne nat i
impact of these exploits on the production of Filipino fighters, and the role of the routine,
materi al practices of Churchill éds Ol ympic Ath

elementdighlightedin chapter one into a me commodified identity for Filipino prizefighters,
t he ORS$priipzienfoi ght er , 6aamateiiabwhaicauld nd® bui fipht. p pi n e



Acknowledgements

In On Boxing Joyce Carol Oates draws a parallel between writerpazefighters,
noting that the prizefighter, because of the
know [their] I imit in a way that t-sghisingwr i ter , o
assessments and | udentertain ® such preterisd as Oated s k n o w.

likening the craft of writing (history) to prizefightirigbut | feel some affinity with the rest of

her thought, namely, that writers fAare unabl e
seltdelusiont hat fuel s our most <crucial efforts. o
If the present study is something more thande#f | usi on, i f not quite

thanks, first and foremost, to the steadfast guidance of my thesis supervisor, Dr. Theresa
Ventura, who helped consolidateettesearch questions at the outset, provided a timely lead onto
a remarkably useful set of primary sources (without which this study would be significantly
weaker), and whose feedback on the drafts helped focus the project immeasurably. | would like
to thank her, also, for her patience throughout and for showing great trust in my ability to see this
work through by giving me ample time and space with which to navigate.

| must also thank Dr. Rachel Berger and Dr. Allan Lumba, who graciously agreed to
bring their expertise to bear as second and third readercofieerns and questions each raised
during the defensgsuggested fruitful avenues of inquiry and elicited reflections that helped
improve this thesisThanks are also due to Dr. Andrew lvaska, for ichgithe defense, and to
Concordia Universityds Graduate Awards Office
upon admission.

| owe a debt of gratitude to Dr. Max Bergholz, whose singular and persistent emphasis on
precision, clarity, nuance, and oigr were instrumental in my deveding the skills needed for

iv



graduate scho@nd whose uncommon dedication to studpatst and present shone througs

it had many tines beforgby generously offéng his counsel when | was considering graduate
studies] am also indebted to Dr. Wilson Chacko Jaamho has reshaped my notiasfswhat
history can be and that which it makes possibt®unt myself fortunate to have benefited from
his insights and emgag during my time as a graduate student.

Finally, I must thank Mr. Howard Grant for entrusting me with his bound volumékeof
Ringmagazine (on more than one occasion) when | informed him of a project that might require
them: they have proven invaluable.

Academic debts are one thimgersonal debts, quite another. There are some names that

belong only to me.



Dedication

This work is dedicated to the memorieq of
Gaucencio Cabaneladctober1900i1 3 July1921)
Francisco Guilledol( August1901i 14 July1925)

Inocencio Moldez (1905 20 April 1926)

I each of whose lives was worth far more than a mere lens for history.

Vi



Table of Contents

LS Ao L WS = L0 1T Viii
(0 Yo 1110 o T 1

Chapter One: AThat Littl e ModePoputafEugerdicalpoaghtaamdd Mu s c
Prizefightingbés Ethos of Sacrif..ce..in.t.he. 2Pi fe an

The Ol ympic Athletic Club, Australia,..&.Rdizefig
AfiHi s Closeness to Nature Undoubtedly Ai.desi Him M
AfEven Those Who Pay for Bl ood Must Not Speak Ope
Metamorphosis and Masculine Legacy of DerCahanela.............ccuuvviiiiiiieemeieeee e eee 43
Chapter Two: @dAAn | ndu sitPancho ¥iba, Féaokl Chuechiltra the BosinesRe v e nu e
OF PrIZEIIGNTING. ...ttt e emer e e e e e e e e e et e e e e e emmr e e s 56

iThe Most Gl orious ExponenHi sofRached ::ViRancho Minldl ¢
(=T o] r= =T aTo B IV (=1 F= Vo [P 59

AAn Adealnhgement 06: The Cultivation of a Philippin
Human OEXpoOr.t...Caommo.d.i. b y.O e, 71

AA Cog in the Wheel of a Gigaunt.i.c..l.ndus.t.r8y o0: Pri

(O0] o) 1] T ) PP P PO P PRTP PP 101
=11 o] 1o o] =T o] 0 )Y/ PP P PP PPPPP 111
AV IO I o] o1=] g To | PP TP PPTTPP 121

vii



List of lllustrations

Figure 1- Cartoon Depicting Outcome of Cabanela@squi, The Referee, 23 March 1921............ 34

Figure 2- "Filipinos Are All Battling Fighters," Cartoon by Werner Laufer, New Britain Herald, 18
BN Fo T U= LY S 2 - TSI 80

viii


https://d.docs.live.net/8879006d40c8d06e/Documents/Concordia/M.A/Thesis/Writing/Full%20Draft%20Ver%202.0%20(Brousseau%5eJ%20Matt).docx#_Toc125482449
https://d.docs.live.net/8879006d40c8d06e/Documents/Concordia/M.A/Thesis/Writing/Full%20Draft%20Ver%202.0%20(Brousseau%5eJ%20Matt).docx#_Toc125482450
https://d.docs.live.net/8879006d40c8d06e/Documents/Concordia/M.A/Thesis/Writing/Full%20Draft%20Ver%202.0%20(Brousseau%5eJ%20Matt).docx#_Toc125482450

Introduction

In February 1927The Ring a prizefighting monthly, printed a piece of short fiction,
AHaunted Hands: A Tale of Hoodoos and the Sup
Daniel M. Daniel, it begingy medias resvith a fightcrowd demanding Ter r or 6 Howt on,
threshingmadchne f r o m&nibekowghaiss, 6o pponent, dtRanchol i ke
Ramirez. As Ramirez staggers about the ring,
mass of bruises, 0 the cr owd 6 dakes bnamexglitittyst r i ses
racistdimension as one fan yells: ARamicketbhabaspemged:t
seemingly teeteringn the brink of death, is the point around which the plot develops, but not
upon which it is centeredhetaleinsteadfocusesa Rami r ez & opponent, Ho wi
manager , OHoodo aré visked lykhie ghests of,fighters whose lives were
claimed by the ring: for Howton, two former opponeifds Hawkinson, threetherFilipino
fighters he had managed before Rani

Contemporary connoisseurs would have had little trouble decipherieglthe r act er s 6
pseudonymous identities or recalling the evémishadinspired the account T e rHowtan 6
was Charles 6Budd Tayl o Midwestdincbantahweerghtwhohbaut e Te
been the instrument of two deaths in the ring, including that of Filfgghter6 C| ever 6 Senci
Moldez in 1926. Hawkinsowas Fr ank Chwurchill, the Ameri can
inélittl e hbrmadwnhemesraeaver s of many of the 1920s

prizefighters, three of whoiinDencio Cabanela, Pancho Villa, and Moldedied from injuries

Dani el M. Daniel, AHaunt ed Hands TheRingFebluay 182f. Hoodoos an
60SpigottydMerriancWebstel i wgsta pejorati veictSé&ghinD esfyi nnointyi noonu so fwi |
SPI GOTTY, 6 accessed Dece mbewebstebcom/ddliahdty/spidottyt ps: / / www. mer |
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sustained inor aggravated byhe ring? Yet the storyisnoda f i ct i onal retelling
T Ramirezsurvives andhasno reallife counterpar{he is insteada featureless amalgam lus

dead compatriojs but a keerdissectiorof 1920s prizefightinglt is a portrait ofremunerated
violence,intimate and impersonah which Daniel,viathe ghosts, explorgsr i zef i ght i ng o s
0 haunt i negat intthk engaed a host of others:aci al f or mati ons, 6 ma:
personal and collective responsibility, and labour and busiBes® a mi presenéoegDani el 0 s
choice perhaps unwittingto depictRamirezas none and all of his compatricasgl

Ha wk i nFdigino apparitiong still beaing, evenafterdeath their grievousnjuries,
Atauntingd and fiaccusi ngo Hasuggeshetamatheras t hey h
dimension areckoring with theconsequences of tlexportationof prizefightingto the

Philippinesunderthe Americarimperialaegimsnd t he o6i mportati ondé of s
commodities, Filipino bodis® The c¢r owd 6 st rveeantonmeonuts of Ramirezo r
as he is brutally beatgethe intimate, violent mingling of a hatfaked Filipino and American in a

martial contest suffused with unquestionable and unquestioned masculine impdratives o n 6 s

per sonal responsibility and rationalization o
Ha wk i ngsilbamdresponsibility fodo hi s 6 ,Wwihloisgi i o € lehasneverg o ny 0
forgotten all hint atthe shocksandeffects of an imperial histotphatcommodified bodies and

produced identitiethat wereseparatérom statedriven projects of categorizatiomt,

occasionallyintimatelywedto theirdiscoursesii Ha u n t eddsa Hanesticsrepresentation

of empire without the statefe mp i effecs sefracted through and transformed by anthier

2ZAFi i pi no Ta c kntianapoli¥y BrhesApril 28,c182&.r , 0
SDani elnt efdHHands: A Tal e of HoagdodiaphiesafrtahsuinptigreeSuper nat ur @
Kristin Hoganson, fABuying into Empire: Amer iCaaial Consum

Crucible: Empire inthe Making of the Modern American Stagd. Alfred W. McCoy (Madison: The University of
Wisconsin Press, 2009), 248, http://hdl.handle.net/2027/heb.08751.

2



closed world oprizefighting:i t s ghosts are, assuredly, prizef

empiredgasweglhost s

The empire of AHaunted Handso is the over se
wroughtby the SpanistAmerican Warduringwhich the United States wrested the Philippines
from Spair® This thesis takes tHfermal American empire as a facthuktory, asthe thematic, if
not conceptual, frame for this stutlyam concernedot with whatempire is butwith the
interactions it allows and the effects it prodysgith empireasi s o met hi ng t o t hi nk
than think aboud’ In the Philippinesthe American state established andintained its empire
throughviolence the ouster of the Spanigjuickly ledto a brutalwar between Americans and
Filipinosin whichthe6 r econcentr at i on 6 toufewarecommdnplagcédAp ul at i o
w a rea@dsover a quartemillion Filipinos were reckoned dead and rural society, alréady

precarious state before the conflichd beemavagedwith tens of thousands abandiogtheir

4 For domestic representations of empae Amy Kaplan,The Anarchy of Empire in the Making of U.S. Culture

(Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2002), 4;120.F o ghosfs of empirgdraws fom Ann LauraStoler, seg

Ann Laura Stoler, Alntimidations of HaampedbyeEmpirB.:r edi ¢camen:
Geographies of Intimacy in North American Histoed. Ann Laura Stoler (Durham: Duke University Press, 2006),

1, 4,910, 14 15, https:/doi.org/10.1515/9780822387992.

5 Paul A. KramerThe Blood of Government: Race, Empire, the United States, & the Philig@hapel Hill:
University of North Carolina Press, 2006),/811.1 consider American empire to be a formoak butits effects
need not be intentional nor flow from the state.

8 For succinct discussismf the development of the question of empinel exceptionalis in American
historiography, se&A | f r ed W. Mc Covy, Francisco A. Scarano, and Cou
Transitions and Tr ansf or maQoloniahCsuciblen Empire én thel Ma&ing oltmep er i al S
Modern Amergan Stateed. Alfred W. McCoy (Madison: The University of Wisconsin Press, 20033,3
http://hdl.handle.net/2027/heb.08751; Julian Batterns of Empire: The British and American Empires, 1688 to

the PresenfNew York: Cambridge University Press, 20,13)24.

"Paul A. Kramer, fPower and Connection: Amejar i al Histor
Historical Reviewl16, no. 5 (December 2011): 1349.

8 See Kramer,The Blood of Governmerfdli 102, 15253, 157, 170.
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homeso seek refuge in urban centfeBaul Kramer hashownthatimperial violence enables

and requires historically specifead contingent racial formatis® Thec onf | i ctemd dec | a
in 1902exorcised neither violeng®r racial formationgjisplacing bottonto other stages of
Filipino-American interaction, from policing and surveillance, to penal reforpuibiic hygiene

T even to the prize rin§.There, wartime notions of Filipin@cial ambiguity suggested by the

c r o wdnormsous treatmennf Ramirezand Fi | i pyi,.s0g gsatvadgeby Dani el
naturalization of h®&ahsgvameghd(esa | idatelsi lkmendmi dget
the Aforests of far offft nMissdamad, @€« swhade pi eati
too much for Howtoa ,)were reconstitutedssalientelements o Filipino pugilistic identity:?

Unlike their wartime forebears, Filipiqmugilistswe r e not 6 de c,butthedsanhed adv e
featuresi race andhaturei that hadexplainedheérus e of Osavag€arwhicguerr il
they allegedly possessadacialaffinity) now determined ir ring performanceshus laden,

Filipino bodiesstill dictatedFilipino conduct:?

9 For rural conditionsin different parts of the Philippinégsom the late 1800s tthe 1910s, especially with regards to

land tenure systemsee Renato Constantind@he Philippines: A Past Revisit¢Quezon City: Tala Publishing

Services, 1975), 1556; 272 75; 306 7; David R. SturtevanRopular Uprisingsn the Philippines, 1840940

(Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1976)43; 49 74; 121 25; 15860; 1757 6 ; Adr i an De Leon, fi Su
Sakadas The Corporate Producti on oAmeradmdoumalsd, mnopli(201®): on a Haw
51i 56.

10 Kramer,The Blood of Governmgrespecially, 23, 18, 223.

1 For surveillance, penal reform, and hygiene, see, respectvélyfl r e d W. Mc Coy, #@APolicing t|
Periphery: Philippine Pacification and the Rise of the U.S. National SecurityeSta@oloriahCrucible: Empire in

the Making of the Modern American Stagd. Alfred W. McCoy (Madison: The University of Wisconsin Press,
2009),1061 5, http:// hdl . handle.net/ 2027/ heb. 08751, Mi chael
Iwahig Penal Colony and the Si mul acr aCalohial Crbacible: Empirgin can St a
the Making of the Modern American Stagd. Alfred W. McCoy (Madison: The University of Wisconsin Press,

2009), 11628, http://hdl.handle.net/202%hb.08751; Warwick Anderso@plonial Pathologies: American Tropical

Medicine, Race, and Hygiene in The Philippi(learham: Duke University Press, 2006).

2Dpaniel, AHaunted Hands: A Tale of Hoodoos and the Sup:é
13 For the racialization of Filipinoguer i | | a tactics, the oO0degenerativedo effe
reasons proffered for wartime brutalisge Kramer,The Blood of Governmernt21i 24, 134, 14450. For

difficulties experiencetty American soldiers and reporténsd c at egor i zi nigid, 1281 i pi nos, see

4



Inlateni net eent h cent usaw aAmé c coitldmituifomavrelvyed , a md
ul ti mat e expr e LBailiBedermanfhas arguedthddyrimgehss periogVictorian
noti ons of O-restraihtiicmiesged notaldy, by thd rise of clerical work and its
allegedlydeleterious effects on male healthwe r e r ewor ked t o encompass
6civilizati ond [“hosontedis wdywasteefouniremd vesseba d y
civilization built uponGavagey, 6 wahite enbn needed to embraameewto preserveheir
bodies(and civilizationthereby)from degeneratiatf This new conception of manliness
prizingvirile, sculpteda ct i ve bodi es andnddsacaeptangechglemangsgr e s si O
ofthemiddleclass s 1 |l |l ustrated bbowtoldie Embdbweds ngeaesiod
pitiestheinjured Ramirez Howtonis no heroic exemplar of gentle, restraimeanlinessbut the
object of scorn to a crioemdtionsih whicle theff ouldownor di al
publicly and unashamedly revieanddmasculineg 6 ki | | er 6 i nstinct, o full
c h e a'fleddedld o wt aerypresence in thengis partly attributable to this neethos of
manliness and male aesthetittee whie, male bodyhadbemme not only an object to be
redeemed, sculpted, and preserved for future generations but, as John Kassoretistimes] f
andcommodified through new media technologiesl popular entertainmerifsd | deal 6 bodi e

couldbe reproducedd infinitumas present and future templates of manliness against which

14 Gail BedermaniManliness and Civilization: A Cultural History of Gender and Race in the United States, 1880
1917.(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1995}, 2% For the role of this new masculine creedsirpport for
andprosecution of the Spanigkmerican and Philippindmerican Warssee Kristin HogansonFighting for
American Manhood: How Gender Politics Provoked $ipanishkAmerican and Philippindmerican WargNew
Haven: Yale University Press, 1998).

15 BedermanManliness and Civilization181 87.

¥Dani ednt didaHands: A Tale of Hoodoos and the Supernatur
17 John F. KassorHoudini, Tarzan, and The Perfect Man: The White Male Body and The Challenge of Modernity in
Americg Kindle (New York: Farrar, 8ta u s , and Giroux, 2013) ; Mary K. Coff ey

Hi story of the 0Aver3a3,ebBoputacEugenica: Ndtionél Mficiency andlLAn2ritan Mass
Culture in the 193Qshy Susan Currell and Christina Cogdell (Athens:dObmiversity Press, 2006), 18516.
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others might measure themselves and against which darker hbthegh paallel
representational practicéanthropological exhibitions, fairand crcuse$ might be forever
contrasted?®

Representational practicakne howeverwould notensurebodily health which had
become conflated with the health of the bpditic: organizedsportand physical culturevere
one meansotsecure bothAs several scholars have shqwime conflation ofndividual health
with that of thenation was not the exclusive provincewdiite middle-class reformersational
elitestheworld over including thellustrados t he Phi l i ppinesd indigeno
thewaning years of the Spanish colonial period, endorsed sport as a tool through which national
subjects mighbe moulded and national identity forggdmericanoccupatiorthwarted the
ilustradoproject,butthe American objective bmoulding national sybctswassimilar, albeit
with a different timetableNVa r 6 s e n dcalibrated adlodiadisho which returned some

power to Filipino elites by establishifmutablg benchmarks to which they could aspire; once

reachedthesewould, ostensiblyguarantee their independendéeyofferedFi | i pi nos At he
il lusion of [colonial] impermanenceo WwWhile in
18 See BedermanManliness and Civilizatior31i4 0; Janet M. Davi s, nf\l:oThea | Pur pos

Worl d of Childbés Pl auiBddwylguialt di i@ Bodgamd Nafiba thhe®mn r cus, 0
Global Realm of U.S. Body Politics in The Twentieth CeneayEmily S. Rosenberg and Shanon Fitzpatrick

(Durham: Duke University PressQ24), 426 1 ; Paul A. Kramer , fiMaking Concessi
at the Philippine Exposition, St. Louis, 19019 0 Radidal History Reviewno. 73 (1999): 75114.

19 See Kramer,The Blood of Governme37 6 7 ; Mi cah Jei el R. Perez, APl ay and

llustrados in Nineteent@ e nt u r y Philippine Btedies Historical and Ethnographic Viewpoié8 ro. 2

(2020): 24164, https://doi.org/10.1353/phs.2020.0019; Raquel A. G Réye®, Passion and Patriotism:

Sexuality and the Philippine Propaganda Movement, 18822 (Singapore and Seattle: NUS Press, in association

with University of Washington Pres008), 91101; Barbara J. Key§lobalizing Spor{(Cambridge: Harvard

University Press, 2013); Wilson Chacko Jaddlmrking out Egypt: Effendi Masculinity and Subject Formation in

Colonial Modernity, 187€1940(Durham and London: Duke University Press,201; Shanon Fitzpatric
Cultureb6és World of Bodies: Transnational Participatory
Ma s s Cu |IBbdy and Nabion:iThe Global Realm of U.S. Body Politics in The Twentieth Cesdumily S.

Rosenberg and Shanon Fitzpatrick, Kindle (Durham: Duke University Press, 20014)983

20 Kramer,The Blood of Governmerit91 92.



Justification forGcalibrated colonialisidwas popularly expressed by three narrativéanilial,

evolutionary, and tutelargssimilationist’ of finclusionary racisnde a ¢ h Mg F iali ispi no
capacityéwhile | amenting present g§lncréasiligy o; ea
Filipino political participationwhile emphasizing Americaeresponsibility over their colonial
avardséwhosedisciplinedthey wouldinculcate over decadésAmateur athletics, as Gerald

Gems has shown, weometool with which capablebutstil 6 u n di s& i il liinppidnos mi g
moulded intgoroductive, national citizenandprovided, as Janet Davisas illustrateda healthy

alternative to the ubiquitous cockfight, allegethig repository for all that remained

Aani mal éi nassi mil abl e?Athetcsdweré thesofeergge af dargern Fi | i p
strategythrough which Filipindbodiesmight be known, moulded, and repurposed, through

which a nationaksprit de corpsnight be cultivatedandthrough whicha v i ri | e, O mar t i
masculinityd w hmostvesible expressiomwasthetraining of Philippine Scouts and Philippine
Constabulargnenunder Americarfficers might be instilled anémbodied Far from merely

6ci vil i zi PhijpgpineScolisand Canstabylargenhadliterally, over a few years,

(@}

evol vendidh cthream 6ésavaged beings®to erect expon

21 See Kramer, 3233, 161 73.For otherexamplesf t he i ncul cat i on an Statedetfortste i pl i ne
make the Filipinobdy ¢ l,6segMb Cey , APolicing the I mperi al Periphery
of the U.S. National Security Stat eo; hiPadalnCalonyandi 6 The Pr |
the Simulacra of the Amer i c &alonidltaholegiesVitente h. RKafdelWWlhitt i ppi nes
Love and Other Events in Filipino Histotlpurham: Duke University Press, 2000); 59.

22 Gerald R. GemsThe Athletic CrusadeSport and American Cultural Imperialis¢hincoln: University of

Nebraska Press, 2006),i48}; Gerald R. Gem$§port and the American Occupation of the Philippines: Bats, Balls,

and Bayonet§Lanham: Lexington Books, 2016); & 111 12; 116; Janet M. Dasi, fA Cockf i ght Nati ona
Sport and the Moral Politics &mericam@uariertpd mo. E@013):549 and Naf
74, https://doi.org/10.1353/aq.2013.0035.

23 Kramer,The Blood of Governmer217 20. Formore on the ScoutseeChr i st opher Capozzola, i
Sol di ersd Union: Labor and Sol di er mMakingthe Eonpire Wark:t he Phi |
Labor and United States Imperialisid. Daniel E. Bender addina K. Lipman (New York: NYU Press, 2015)j 85

103, http://muse.jhu.edu/book/423Far other examples of the cultivationfipino bodiesthrough athleticssee,

Gems,Sport and the American Occupation of the Philippjrid®, 121.

7



These loaded narratives, dense fields of knowledge, revaluations of the male body, and
the use of sportih h e | caltivatienwousd converge in and be united by prizefighting
Prizefighting, howeverjoes not fit neatly into accounts of sport and the sédtteough it, too,
was | aden with bdwasalimenal gport whesé objeotive was not to display
technicalmasteryb ut t o t hor oughl y i hhopoaresenblantcesto one ds
activitiesencouraged by theolonialadministration anevasopposed by many Filipino elités.
As a sportjt allowed(principally working-clasg men of all ethnicitiesraces and nationso
stake claims to manhood for their groups and for (pugilistic) identities to be consolidated, even
created, around them; as entertainmemsipmetimesesembledhe voyeuristiaepresentational
practiceghatexposed darker bodies to white gagef or exampl e, i n the forr
the United Statesyhich pittedseveral black men, sometimes blindfolded, against eael) &th
By the early 1920s, despite stillmerous threats to its survivptjzefightinghadentered a new
phasepaily dueto itslegalization in New York state via the Walker Law aadhe purported
usefulness of its techniques in training Americacruitsfor the Great Waiit had gained greater
acceptancith the middle clasandhad become, asould othersportsduring the decade,

modernbusiness$® Prizefighters were mlongerindependent labourers partaking in a clandestine

24 There is no evidenaaf any effortby the statdo institute amateur boxing in the Philippin&ee,Gems Sport and
the American Occupatioof the Philippines57, 148; Celia Bocob®livar, History of Physical Education in the
Philippines(Quezon City: University of the Philippines Press, 1972)58955 57, 66.

25Theinsight is drawn fronTheresa Runstedtlelack Johnson, Rebel Sojourner: Buaxin the Shadow of the

Global Color Line(Berkeley: University of California Press, 2012), 23,

https://www.degruyter.com/isbn/97805209522Ba@r prizefighting agvoyeurisndi n t he f or m, 6f O6batt |
see Andrew M. Kaye, The Pussycat of Prizefighting: Tiger Flowers and the Politics of Black CeléBititens:

University of Georgia Press, 2004),i89.

%®SeeSt even A. Riess, fAln the Ring aneéed 9QWtSpprt i Aroefica:s si on al
New Historical Perspectivegd. Donald Spivey (Westport, Conn: Greenwood$r2985), 95128; Steven A.

Riess,City Games: The Evolution of American Urban Society and the Rise of 8pdrésma: University of lllinois

Press, 1989); Mark Dyreson, AThe Emergence of Consumer
American Spor t iJaurnél bfSport 9i2odls, ,na 3 (Winter 1989): 2681; Jeffrey T. Sammons,

Beyond the Ring: The Role of Boxing in American Sof@tgmpaign: University of lllinois Press, 1990)j 8%.



homosocial activitybut common labourers whose freedom wasomingever more constrained

by an increasinglycorporate model of recruitmentaining, and performancehich ensuredhat

they could be produced rapidly, in sufficient quantity, and used with greater fretiency

Howt onds i npasRamimea stagders gbout the nimgler his assauljustrates how
routine,highly stylizedvi ol ent performances coul dandbe r ati or
accepted as such by the public " Good God, he hadn't Kkilled tho
fair and square fights. They haden beaten by othekide had done only what he had contracted

to do, what the public wanted, urged him tofde mp h a s i #H aawdkdi endflogs706 s

meanwhile suggesbusinesé rinocorriptingp r i z e f iallgdedredemptyespower anal

narrative ofbenign benevolentolonial responsibilityturning empire into &irtual market for

bodies Theghostsonly appeamafter Ramirezit t er s somet hing to,0hi mself
after which theyplagueHawkinson to the point of almost physically assaulting hitmch

causeskamirez to smilandhintsata conscious summoning of vengeful spifitslawkinson

the paternal figureheadppearsntimately connected to his fighteoy an unearthly bondvhen

Ramirez is finally knocked dowiawkinsoni s al so fAsent édown as i f he

struk,0andh e r emai ns haunt edaonéfighta Jess Grespnavhose agony o

For contemporanexamples of these vimfromThe Ringseefi What More Can Be Said in Def
F a v dCabledewsAmerican February 14, 1920, https://gpa.eastview.comé&alig?a=d&d=canal9200204.1.4;

ASmil es aCaldensS#Amarican Becember 12, 1919,

https://gpa.eastview.com/crl/sean/?a=d&d=canal9190220. 1 . 5; The Sp or The RiegMarchi Ri ng Th
1947; Nat FIl ei s dhe®ingFebfuarnd OWe ; Sdatl )] & i s dhe®RingJulyild2s; We See
Nat Fl ei scherTheRings M&e che d 912t5,; 0 Nat FlheeRingdullp B925; Nati As We Se
Fl ei scher, ThARIngWeOcSteoeb elrt ,109 2 5 ; Nat THe Rig,sApritl926r , A As We Se

2ZFor the beginnings of prizefi ght eekEljoltd. GdarmThe MeaolyAat:t i zat i or
Bare-Knuckle Prize Fighting in Ameri¢c&indle (Ithaca, New York: Qmell University Press, 2010); Jeffory A.

Clymer, fiThe Market in Mal e BodiNneteenthCemrtyw rlyaTBeoxid o gT be |
Henry James Revieb, no. 2 (2004): 1245, https://doi.org/10.1353/hjr.2004.0013.

2%Dani eint daddaHands: A Tale of Hoodoos and the Supernatur

29 |bid.



ghosts t i | | has the fAgash under his rigdglind eye whi
death %Af t er Cr e s pHawkinéosi hpaads svionwge,d t hat never agai

second a boxgra shortlivedvow,f or fA[ t] he i nsistent g&all of th

Historiars have alstieededin recentdecadest he fAi nsi stent call of
Prizefightinghistoriesbearimportant structurahnd analyticasimilarities many are biogrdpes
while others centre their account, or each chapter, on one figliarier historiesvere
decidedlyAmerican;manyrecentstudies have shifted geographically thaveretained the

nationstate asheunit of analysis® Moreover almost all have sought emalyzethe public

®%Daniel, AHaunted Hands: A Tale of Hoodoos and the Sup:¢
31 |bid.

32 See Randy RobertsPapa Jack: Jak Johnson and the Era of White HoglRlew York and London: Free Press,

1983); RunstedtlerJack Johnson, Rebel Sojournbtichael T. Isenberg]ohn L. Sullivan and His America

(Ur bana, 1T Tinois: Uni ver si ty o fChampidn bfthe Patia: Rid e s s, 1994)
Chocol ate, Athletic Achievement, and the Significance ¢
NC, The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 2010),
http://www.proquest.com/docview/751236357/abstractBat53930146D1PQ/1; Stephen D. AllénHistory of

Boxing in Mexico: Masculinity, Modernity, and NationaligAdlbuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 2017);

Kaye, The Pussycat of Prizefighting

33 For Americanhistories,seg Gorn, The Manly Art Louis Moore,| Fight for a Living: Boxing and the Battle for

Black Manhood, 1880915(Urbana: University of lllinois Press, 2017); Dan StreiBlight Pictures: A History of

Boxing and Early CinemgBerkeley: University of California Press, 2008), http://hdl.handle.net/2027/heb.08056;

Meg FrisbeeCounterpunch: The Cultural Battles Over Heavyweight Prizefighting in the Americar{S¢¥asie:
University of Washington Press, 20 16ArenasMexgamr y St even |
American Dreams: Boxing and the Formation of Ethnic Mexican Identities in Tweftietmt ur y Los Angel e s
(Ph.D., San Diego, University of Gfalrnia, San Diego, 1999),
http://www.proquest.com/pqdtglobal/docview/304496900/abstract/6E556 18E48B140FEPQ/1; SaBeyond,

the Ring For nonAmerican, natiorstate historiesseeAnj u Nand| al Reej hsinghani, AFor
History of Clban Boxing, 1898 96 20 ( Ph. D., Austin, The University of T
http://www.proquest.com/pqdtglobal/docview/365556025/abstract/ DED6E6BBEG9E4EG8PQ/1; Casimir,

AChampi on of tAhHistorl af Baxingandviexicaedr hotable exeeptions, seeRunstedtlerJack
Johnson, Rebel Sojourner Ther esa Runstedtler, AVisible Men: African
Gl obal C Rhdical Hetory Reviewv@009, no. 103 (January 1, 2009)i BQ,

https://doi.org/10.1215/016365#0080 3 1; Ther es a Run sSadHopesandBlatkVvhi t e Angl o
Americansd Atlantic Dreams: Jack Jdumal of$orld Histary?fl, no.Ae Br i t i
(December 2010):6%589; Avi Astor, Jofre Riba Morales, and Ra %l S
as Much or More than a Saxond: Boxing, -GetaramdEarlyand Tr a|
TwentiethC e nt u r y ThelpteanationaldJournal of the History of Sp&, no. 12 (January 22, 2020): 534,
https://doi.org/10.212080/09523367.2020.1732932; Matthew
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reception of prizefighters araf lay discourses surroundirtbem oftento discern social

0t r & This$olds true for the small body of historical scholarship that has exaFilipdo
prizefighters from the 1920K5930s upon which this thesis buildsinda EspafidMaramhas
consideredhe important role of prizefighting ithe homosocial practices pbung, working
class Filipino labourers in Californand t he Fi |l i pi naounwhichef i ght er 6
Acoume ge moni c aere@nmstruatedhevighter whose social classtenmirrored
that of Filipino labourersembodied &irile, public masculinitywhose physicalitgounteredhe
racialization andeminization of their compatriotindividually overcominghe collective
exploitationto whichthey were daily subjectefi Theresa Runstedtibas examined the (albeit
limited andtenuous) connections that, in discrete instanoay, havebound black American and
Filipino prizefightersasvisible exemplars ofproto)revolutionary, black and brown working

class consciousnedsintingatit he br oader matri x of <c¢class inegq

Transnational Networks in the Anglophone World, 1I89® 1 dourdd of Global History8, no. 2 (July 2013):
231i 55, https://doi.org/10.1017/S174002281300020X.

34 Forexamplesbesides those mentioned above, &e,c har d V. Mc Gehee, AThe Dandy an
Johnson, Dempsey, et al., and the Mexico City Plexk31 9 2 Jourdal of Sport Histor3, no. 1 (1996): 15;
El'liott J. Gorn, AThe Manassa Maul er andTurhree Wi RBihgh tng, d

Journal of American Studid®, no. 1 (April 1985): 2i747, https://doi.org/10.1017/SR087580002003X; Justin D.

Garc? a, fi Bo x i n gatinidhtla @scande LanHoyta,yFernaado Yargas,BadaR e pr e s erffheat i on s, ¢
Journal of American Culturd6, no. 4 (December 2013): 328L, https://doi.org/10.1111/jacc.12053; Kevin B

Wams| eyl,ebifr@ti ng Violent Mascul i nit iJewsnaloffSphoet Hi8@mg5] ng Deat
no. 3 (Fall 1998): 418 1 ; Cl ymer, AThe Mar ket in Male Bodieso; Greg
Race: Oscar de {Ametiolxraenadmsl d fh eU .&S@aits|NBatiexsi Raae, Récreation, and

Culture / Edited by John Bloom and Michael Nevin Willard. John Bloom and Michael Nevin Willard (New

York: New York University Press, 2002), 26 ; Fer nando Del gadmOQscaidead Hbymn but N
and the Complications of Int€natiohalJouwrnal ofthe HistasycotSpdPanmo.2 Boxi ng, ¢
(March2005):1962 11, https://doi.org/10.1080/09523360500035818

60 Ki dé P aBosears; theCubharaRevolution, and the U.S. Media, 49896 2ourdal of Sport Historys,
no. 1 (Spring 2011):93 1 3; Wi | | Cool ey, fAdéVanill aetThhoriicl | Massoc: u | Mondietryr
Journal of Sport and Social Issug4, no. 4 (November 2@): 418 37, https://doi.org/10.1177/0193723510379992.

% Linda EspafidMaram,Cr eat i ng Mascul i ni ty i n L etassAKiipmashne Pdpdar Li tt | e
Culture, 1920s1950s(New York: Columbia University Pres2006), 73103.For an account of an (allegedly)

former Churchill fighter who became a migrant labourer in California before returning to fight after some of his

compatriots told of his fighting ability to a local promoter, e& o rbDalviiad Bout Presents Ol d Al
Imperial Valley PressNovember 12, 1931.
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plebeian masculinity that continually replenishes the supply of fighters and the asymmetric

system of positions and transactions that define the division of labor undeggirdint h& s por t .
The= insights, however, also highlight importanproblem the (un)intended consequenaoafs

the virilization of darker bodie§ i | | pi no pr i wesefnot gntyteesetssodghb o di e s
whichto contemplatesocial developments, conduits through which state discourses were

channelled, or sites upon which resistance to hegemonic racial formatsasactedthey

werealsothe locusof intense epistemological transformatieithin the pugilistc realm as

Filipino identity became synonymousth pugilistic excellenceFilipino pugilistic bodieswere

ladenwith predictabldeaturesand reshaped as exceptionally reliafe@mmoditie

This study differs frommany historie®f prizefighting in two wayskirst, the field of
analysis is tranfimperial DrawinginspirationfomRu nst e d t | globétsotting black o n
American fighterandMa t t h e w wbrl on priaefighttng networks in the early twentieth
century,| examinethe exchange of racial formations and discourses among actors in the
pugilistic realmnan6 Angl ospher ed e-occupiedPhilpmnesytge Unitede U S
States, and Australiand thei effects on the creation and consolidation of a novel, context
specific Filipino identity in #&8edondthisstudgr i zef i

is about the production aftuatecknowledge primarily within and for the hermetipugilistic

®%Theresa Runstedtler, fiThe New Negrods Brown Brother: I
Ti de of Escapedrom New YarknThe New Negro Renaissance Beyond Hitlieneapolis: University
of Minnesota Press, 2013), 1. For passage cited, séep pc Wacquant, AThe Pugilistic

Boxers Think and FTheotyand Bozie4, nd. & @ugust 1995)add4& , 0
https://doi.org/10.1007/BF@®3521.

SFor Benedict Andersono6s def i BenedicoAndesdimagined i magi ned cor
Communities: Reflections on the Origin andezyul of NationalismRev. ed (London and New York: Verso, 2006),
5i7.
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realm3? Actors in the pugilistic realm were nobly graftingexistingnotionsof difference onto

Filipino performances as ways of seeing; theags of seeingnformed ways of doingtoo.*° In

turn, theseontributedo the creationofvhatl have cal l-aspdr it hef OGht eépd no
commodity identity, an identity that existed in discolasdwascreatedthroughtherepeated

and mutually reinforcingrocessesf practie, promotion, andgrformancePrizefighting

reportageand prizefighting business were not separate practioeseflective or reiterative

processsthat exploiedor reproducd difference they wereproductive, transformative, and

linked practices thatonsolidateddentities created in the gyrawing onLoic Wacquantl
resituate the gym, fAthe wbekptmpidivéeapordndi n i s m
shied,0and the productive role @k unique, institutional practiceat the centre of inquirp.

This focusonthe inner workings of thBpugilistice ¢ o n dspaygoably, what separates this

study frommanyprizefighting historiesit bridgeshistoricalscholarshp, which hasseldom

examined theéransformationof public discourses withithe pugilistic realmwith sociological

inquiriesof the sportwhich haveexaminedts inner workingsand thé role inindividual
identity-formationwithout explicitly consideringvhetheror howtheseprocessemay have

shapée collectiveidentities Thus, some of the principal questions guiding this inquiry are: How

have lay discourses impacted processes of idéfiatitgation in the pugilistic realm? How have

processes in the pugilistic realm contributed, in turn, to consolidating, even creating, new

®For Ositua,be dvakvickoAndersahhe Cultivation of Whiteness: Science, Health and Racial
Destiny in Australia2nd ed. (Carlton, Vic.: Melbourne University Press, 2005), 9,
http://hdl.handle.net/2027/heb.03408.

39 Boxing peopt 6 r efightersstrainemmanagersandpromoters cétAor s in the pugilistic |
anyone connected to prizefightiagdnot actively involved ircraft a production usually, fans and reporters.

40 oic WacquantBody & Soul: Notebooks of an Apprentice Bog@xford and New York: Oxford University
Press, 2004), 14.
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identities, rather than reproducing identitie
the gymés role in 6dmakingd chkPass, ethnicity,
The period under examination is roughly 1918 to 1930, when prizefighting became a
multi-million-dollar business and when those born during the Philippmerican War,
displaced by the conflictoming of age on the streets of Olongapo and Mangsaedrawn to
the sport s ®dyasthd pointfroansvhiéh wdlexpandlossarchto track the
trade in bodies between the Philippines, Australia, and the United.$tadwe drawn almost
exclusively from newspaper accounts and contemporary sports periodicals from these three
countries; there are few, if any, stdtscuments? The reason is threefold: first, state documents
have been amply mined in scholarship of sport and the state; second, periodicals are often the
only meanshowever mediated or fanciftier accounts may hef glimpsing the inner
workings of he Qugilistic econom§ third, prizefighters from thénterwarPhilippinesoffer an
opportunity to consider the confluen@®nsonances, and dissonanalestate discourses with
thefindigenous valuesof prizefighting, a sport bereft of statevolvemert or approval and
whose practitioners, by dint of their class andshe o dubidusdmorality,6could beconstrued
as antithetical to the objectives of stafonsoredthletics.
| have relied selectively onthreeanalytical tools. First, my readings are buttressed by
Bedermands di scussi on-=spedfi€t madifestationd i rzaaméhmesdns, 6 it s

narratives of o6inclusionary r atbheicenstrucionafnd War w

41 This is not to suggest thaghters adopt styles based on their racial or etbaakgroundbutthat perhap$

discourse may subtly dictate stylistic decisions in their everyday work from the moment of their initiation, that their
identities as fighters of a given group are not only discursively produced in public expediatiomfuenced by
discoursealso materially produced in training before even their first performdmrehe unimportance of identity
with regards t o f pngdinthe ring &dcoravarselyitsimportadce o fighteroimselling a

fight before entering the ringeeBenita HeiskanernThe Urban Geography of Boxing: Race, Class, and Gender in
the Ring(Hoboken: Taylor and Francis, 2012),83.

42 These primary sources, save for issueshaf Ring were obtainegrincipally through digital databases.
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whiteness irthe Philippines and Australtarough tropical medicind-ilipino prizefighters were
visible exemplars onto whom existing discourses might be mappetiraagh whonthey
might be altered; their performances provided v i r t u a | | ay p eacid fitmesss | abor
andexample, howevefictive, of the success of thelonial tutelaryproject

Second, the sporting preissapproachedsan actor anéhtegral component of
prizefighti ng@teriempfoosrimaolr y6 aorfc htihvee s p*olfhesed s 1 deo
imperatives includethe ethe of sacrifice anddividualismwhich pervade accounts of the sport
and which are, however i mpl i 6iitthleys,e alrvea ytsh eu ma
along andagainst which | reatf.My (re)reading ofpugilistic masculinityphowever, does not
considerthe foreclosurest presents talternativeconceptions of masculinity in socgyetrather, |
foreground the (sometimggsuesomgforeclosures it has presented to fighters themséiese
Wacquand msightsont he O pugi | i sthe affectigecdimnansionytizefightird
labourto examinesome ofthes p o fuhdénsentabperating principles and ethe, which have

remained remarkably consist@ver time and across spaeegnasthe economic landscape of

43 For anarchivefias something in between a set of documents, their institutions, and repository of mémitbrya
place and cultural space that encompass official documents but are not confined taghednn Laura Stoler,
Along the Archival Grain: Epistemic Anxieties and Colonial Common §nseeton: Princeton University Press,
2009), 49.

4 Seeibid., 50.Whether Ihaveread alonghe grain, against it, or not at all, | leave to a more discerning reader.

45 For authorswho have consideregbrizefighting masculinitgas a kind ot s-8 p e ¢ i ue-masculmify or
6hegemoni ¢ maayee Cardl Qatey Boking &seHarper Perennial ed, Harper Perennial Modern

Classics (New York: Harper Perennial, 2006}, 70; Const anci o R. Arnaldo, Jr., A6l
Manny Pacqui ao, Pugilistic NatobalAsianlAinesican PopulardCulturesd. Fi | i pi |
Shilpa Davé, Leilani Nishime, and Tasha Oren (New York: NYU Press, 20%i6)52Consancio R. Arnaldo, Jr.,
AMannyMarracPacqui ao, the Transnational Fist,Asmmd the So
American Sporting Culturegd. Stanley I. Thangaraj (New York: NYU Press, 2016)j 282Constancio R.

Arnal do,i dput edi® URaci ali sed Masculinities: Boxing Fandc

Ma s ¢ u | Idemtitigs37,no. 6 (November 1, 2020): 6551, https://doi.org/10.1080/1070289X.2019.1624068;
Kath WoodwardB o x i n g, Mascul i ni tofthe Tigenldt ed. (Lendon:iTaylpr:and Fiareis, i | o
2006), https://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/9780203020180.
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prizefighting has changeélGiven thecontextin which Wacquanperformed his researéh
among (mostly) black American boxearslate 1980searly 1990s Chicagb my use ohis
interventions particularlywhen consideringhat which compelled Filipino prizefighters to adopt
and stay with the trades necessarilysuggestiveather thardefinitive: barring contrary
evidenceFilipinof i ght er sd motivations are presumed to
prizefighters in other times and plac®éa ¢ q u a n t &givetantative vgide tdlese
motivations helprecove voices whee they are abserndto interpre sparse statemés when
they are notandsuggest thaparticipation in the spoit thesource anabject of deep
attachment and passions validated byts ideological imperatives as much as it is coerced by
them Finally, theyunderscoreghe demographigealities in different sociohistorical contexts, of
t he spor t @Gnsdthe dndoolibodiggovenwhelminglythose ofthe immigrantplack,
or brownworking-classi upon whict he busi ness operates@dnd to w
their consequencesr)jost often apply.
Finally, my analyses of discourse, powaand agency in the sport have drasparsely
onMi c hel Fnoore gemerdlizaldesights on discourse and powéFirst, power and
resistance do not derive from a single soubo¢h are local, alterable, and continjeven
0 a v e prigzdfightés could exercise agency at specific poiatsl momenti the @ugilistic

economyd*® Secondstate discourses arddegemonidsocial formations are sustained by local

®For examples of the hi st or nd&Forexamples of thelidortinuityoff(soheh e s por |

of) its operating princigs, seeT ay |l or , A The GI| obal Ri ng?o; Lopuc Wacquant,
Pain, and Profitinte Pr i z e f i g hThdom and Sociel®i @ 98§):,142; WacquantBody & Soul 126.
471t may be bettefand more charitabled consider my use ¢foucauld s i nrotiagirhethsdological

imperativebut as fiprecautionary prescriptionso (¢ ce ne son
prescriptions de prudence 9ee Michel FoucaultHistoire de la sexualité:ILa volonté de savairCollection Tel
248 (Paris: Gallimard, 2014), 12All translations are ime.

48 bid., 12%7.
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conditions the minute interrogation af h e  focalizedtand immediate power relations
illuminateshow t he Fi |l i pi nwaspadentoiedn gl jee &6 thamdlye kno
invested with particular schematarhird, whether explaimg the successes ad@ilureof the

Filipino body orsketching the allegedrelationship between prizefighting and tiéelaryproject,

actors in the pugilisticrealime | i ed on the Atactical mul tivaler
Anumber of discursive ,ed eamema ssiéd ma ldliw eussien g tiri
for opposite ende™ Filipino prizefightershowevere x i st ed in a kind of o6du
universe onewhich reckoned with thersolelyasactors in the pugilistic realpa worldimbued

with its own indigenous) r e d e nvaluesi, andardther which reckoned with them as

exemplars of successful American tutelag@rojecladenwithitsowné r e dempt i.ve d pur
Pri z ef iGgegdbemingpow@rsvasintelligible becausdt wasfixed, like the tutelary project,

within alargey 0 c i \strategyyeti howg\@ersuperficially contiguoughe success of Filipino
prizefighterswas not a miniaturizationafh e c ol o ni a’tindeetthelinkajes ef f or t s
between theutelaryproject andhe achievements ilipino prizefighters and the conspicuous

absence of h e f dnvooadon il defeat suggestshe overarching purpose of gediscrete

turnsby actors in the pugilistic realrthe obscuringof the practical realities of the sport, as

much tothemselvess to others, tmaintaininternal, ideological consistency with its indigenous

valuesandsecure its continued existeragainst sustained oppositieh

49 For passages cited, see, Foucaldtvolonté de savairl24, 128, 130For wholeargument, see, ibid., 121130.

Discourssi must not be analyzed simply as t lpmjectedridirmlecd upon w
in discourse that power and knowledge e e x p«Cees sgeudi. s e di t éne doit pas °tre
surface dejectiore [ des] m®cani Lmest dlei poudans .l e di scours que p
sbart ). Bea,lbe,rl33. &

01bid., 13%5.

Slbid., 13%2.

52 For a possibleheorization of the simultaneous (or alternatingly) unhypocritical and expegiiphitation of
discourses by actors in the pugilistic reand their pursuit of explicit goalswhose specific formulation may not
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Before outlining the chapterspmeclarifications First, thisstudy s neither a
comprehensive history @irizefightingin the Philippinesnor aset of short biographies is
strictly an historicalanalysis of the discursive and material conditionsd¢haspired to produce
t he ORS$priipzienfoi ght er 6 whichhangue wat yovel consaiotsly trgfted
racial formationthe result of effortglirected principally by the Olympic Athletic Club of
Manila, run by American businessmen Frank Churchill and Eddietdgtpdicea n d d&@a c k a
athletes athepossessors of nationaliyherent aneemblematic characteristi€sSecond, liere
are virtually nodiscussions of Filipininfluence oror views of the sport: this is a lacuna
imposed by the sources. Thitdjo not intendo critique or condemn prizefightinig toto, to
consider (at length) its role in Philippine society during the interwar perimdsocietestout
court,or what itscontinuede X i st enc e 0 s$ies fesé ananbestigationo$tbec i e
discoursesrefracted from a wider social context, deployed amongst a small but influential set of
actors,of the knowledge these discourggeducel, of the conditionsthis knowledgeobscured,
and ofagencyin the shadow othesediscourse and knowledge
Finally, a brief word on O0savagérlyt, 6hasx ilvedn ztah
conceit of some to sewizefightingas6 a tstec,vd t o 6 lordalitgas proof ofiits

Opr i mi &vetmipreghting as we know it (and as Cabanela aitid Xnew it), however

have be e nofcéhoidesor dedsonsimade by any individual subjeeti t hi n a Auni fying ide
me ¢ h ani sMacq@antBoeye&, Soul 1489; Foucaultla volonté desavoir, 125.

53 Theterm6 Fi |l-aspr ha ef i g h t:#hadnoicusrenayyn the araunder scrutimy;in any other, and
has none now. ktonveysfirst, that notions of Filipino identity led actors in the pugilistic realm to méiliginos
into certain kinds of fighters; second, that #itydes and tacticgpurportedly)adopted by many Filipino prizefighters
werepresented as a genuine expression of intrinsic Filipino characteristics ratheérethesduct of practices
motivated ly prior notions of Filipino identityand, third, that Filipinosvere said to posseas inherently
pugnaciougharacteii only some werenade intoprizefightersbut all Filipinos, irrespective of their trade or class,
were (born) fighters.

54 For examplessee,OatesOn Boxing 19, 21, 1016; SammonsBeyond the Ring251; Gorn;The Manly Art 4;
John Peter Syden,Boxing and Society: An International Analyfidanchester: Manchester University Press,
1996), 17479.
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brutal itis and atavistic it appegris thoroughly modern, noterelybecause oits increased
corporatizatiorin the 1920%r its (albeit unevemnd erratt) bureaucraticegulation, but because

of the fundamentadnatomical restructuring it has wrought on its practitigrtbesrealignment

of physical force which Maurice Maeterlinck o
muscles of the body become legiblen whi ch A[e]very outowmard [ of st
one or the other of two mas s P Maeterdinckevokesa each s
guastmythical figurea myth madefleshy t he sport 6s c onlypdmitcati on (
strikes with a closed fist) ants adoption of gloves (hich protect the fist, not the oppone#ftt)

The artificiality of two people fighting solely with their fists suggestsyséh made flesiy, and

perhaps of a whole with, modemitntimatingthatprizefightingi s not , after al | ,
fight for Gsurvivalénoreven a close approximation, but a highly stylized spectacle of violence

whose aesthetics and technigaesanchored in a fist made unnaturally invulnerable and more

destructiv by modern developmenitsthatcannotbutbeé mo d& r n .

Chapter onéocuses on Dencio Cabanela, the first Filipino prizefighter to achieve
extranationaprominence, the articulation of discourses of tropicality, race, and discitloe
his body and the crafting of a narrativath which his successes addilurecould be

explained. I first consider the personal links and networks through whichetinative was

%5 Quoted inGerald R. GemsBoxing: A Concise History of The Sweet Scighe@ham: Rowman & Littlefield
Education, 2014), xii.

S6For a consideredkea mpl e of the increased dan,¢enmethGoSheartlci vili zed,
AAspects of Boxing i n t hnernalienal Reviewnfor the€SowialogyiozSpetgo. Pr oc e s s, |
(March 1997): 3157, https://doi.org/10.1177/101269097032001004.

5" The inadvisability of relying solely on pugilises a survival practice was cogently expressed by one of the North

Irish amateuboxersinterviewed byJohnSu gd eBro:x im@g 6s not much good to you in
just punch wherg youdrhe fsitgh et . T hsnarmidyg$scrachicgkancpgking bi t i ng
eyes. Boxi ng doeesSugdenBaxioguiand Soaefyeé.h . 6 0 Se
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producedandthrough whichelements of an inchoate, Filipino pugilistic identity would be

consolidated and forgatcsingCa b a nted cayd.s I t hen examine Cabanel
demise in Australia, as his situmanager Eddie Tait arathersstruggled to explain whgne
06closer to natured6 shoul d so eadisbody, radsherc c u mb t
thanhistrade. Finally, | reconsider these answeih additional evidence, arguirigatTait and
othersobscured as much to themselves as to otlietise conditions inherent to prizefighting

thatt ed t o Ca b ainned iavdisd udael mi dsilemegowheegbnaralizifiglaed s
featureghatallegedlyproducedhem.

Chaptertwc ent res on Pancho Villa, worldbés flyw
1925, his managédtrank Churchill and the business of boxing Fi r st |, | consider
Cabanel ads O6successor, 6 his O6embodi megdfé of P
statenarrativeso f  O6i nc |l usi on ar gchiavanentasamdnhypoeritical Vi | | ad s
expression of paternalism atttk self-conscious legitimation of an endeavour whbsgal
conseqguences ran counter to the (avowed) objectives of these narfidiemsl consider the
impact of the discourses examinedwoth chapters and of Vonlthe BuSiresss ucces s,
practices of prizefightingn the Manila Bay areaNhile the first chapter examines the
promotional processes through which demand for Filipino fighters was ¢rpatédgthrougha
sporting presghatapplied and transformed existing discourses, the second chapter examines the
application and transformatior these discourses on the supply side, focusing on the routine,
material practices of the Olympic, the fight scaneundManila Bay during the 1910s and
1920s, and their producaspvezebli ghteréreammndi
Finally, | consideragencywithin the constraintsf this identity, first by examining a unique but

compelling example of collective  mforeturnimg by 06 a
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again to Villa and Churchill to examine the nsandering of thie professional relationspj
what ttreepisode tellsusaboMti | | adés position i,andthesirategidsi ght i ng

available to him.

The inspirati on thedeathiofrSancioMokdez oH20 Aptilslg26
touched off a brieflebate in the sporting pre#ts focuswas not t he sponort 6s i nl
the facti readily acknowledged by dllthat Moldez was the third Fiino fighter managed by
Churchill to have diedout thesupposedianger of allowing Filipinos, whosgarminglyfrequent
ring deathssuggesteghhysiological unfitnes to participate in the sport at &IThe debatevas
anomalais for most of the decade, and for decades thereafter, Filipino bodiesonsteued as
better suited than mosgi the rigours of the prize rindeven Churchillwhoa f t er Mol dez 6 d
became convinced of thmnfithessof Filipino bodiesvowing to quit the fight gane, soon
recantedby 1927, like his fictional counterpart Hawkinsevho hadvowed the sameonly to
againihcrouchéin the coé Niadanag Churshillwaslonceagant her s on
managing several Filipinfighters®® Theidentities he had been so instrumental in crafting were
too lucrativeas wi t h Hawki nson, i tplowdtioms isgtreomtg . alllt a

Al nsi st entitslacael its power to treate hnd destroy, utterly, to which we naw tur

dSPness, Bir i allndiddapolsdimésaptil@l, 1996; Maurice H. Goldner,

os Too Game, Says Critic WeRingunalog9ezHasy Causes B
Curri e, A S eSydney@@ogsmaiahald,1926, http://nla.gov.au/nla.nearticle166772354; Arty

Schinner, Ar e Fil i pi n oSportibgndobglunel®, 1926, http:Rilagay.aubh@.newe st s ?, 0
article18483736 ; Nat FI ei s c hThe RingJudeslo28/e See |t , 0

¥SeeCurrie, fiSenciod6s Deat ho; @ NewoikdimeApril2ldo2b,sex.d Af t er -
SPORTS; # Ma nAdagkea DailyEmpire s Apr i | 20, 1926; Associated Press
SencioFi | i pino Second Ring Victim of Terre Haute Boxer. C
Washington Postpril 21, 1926, sec. SPORTS.

8SeeUni t e
AFi 1 ipin

>t D
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ChapteOnein That Littl e Model of Shd&gelarand Musc
Eugenic Thoughtand r i z e f iEtpds ofiSacgfiées the Life and Death of Dencio
Cabanela

Clutched in his motherds ar msglimpsedoetheboy fisq

Acontinuouséstreamo of strangers; occasionall
mot her , -l ofkginrgloi sMoman fAdressed in deepest bl a
|l ack of sl eep, f i xcowredfumrr ad a e eamm ttloe whhfilchwerh o

to pay their respect8lt was 20 August 1921 at the National Funeral Parlors on Avenida Rizal,
Manila, Philippines, the penultimate day of aday watch over thbody of Dencio Cabanela,

the Filipino prizefightewwho had dieakarning his livingn Australia The boy and woman were
his son and wife.

Most of the mourners had beelbybareftotepi nos, f
rubbing shoulders with high | adi eslipimogint hei r b
whites tak[ing] their place behind poottyad women from the Tonéod®* Thousands more,
including members of A56 [sic] branches of th
Labor Council, o turned o uetysttedt FomdPlaza Gatiftotheh e f un
Ol ympic Athletic Club, Cabanel &dBeylmédd haunt ,
Aveni da Ri zal fAibeavirgg he raia to Watch thencaskeeom fis,joarney to La
Loma cemetery where, draped in the ippihe and American flags, it was lowered into the

ground forevePPThe chairman of the funeral arrangemen

%iUnder Flickering Sh adoheRefeéSepteimieer 1€,492H1 es of Deat h, o
http://nla.gov.au/nla.newarticle121159891.

iuUnder Flickering Shadows of the Candles of Death. o
52 |bid.

63 Details have been drawn froseverdaccounts. Seéi Bi g Mo ney FrberReféréeSept@mibar d1ls , 0
1921, http://nla.gov.au/nla.nevesr t i c 1 e 1 2 1 1 5 Bhé Bvéning NeBSeptenbegr 29 1921,
http://na.gov.au/nla.newarticle260693946.
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constant watch, o6 claimed that no greater crow
whenany bodywayli ng in state, 0 outnumbering Aby faro
cof fin of Nl ondofthDgrihcipa figlres ofdhestrado Propaganda Movemeit
Awhen his body wasntrought back from Spai

Fittingly, accountso€a banel adés wake aintiioughuheeagsal e mpha:
section of Philippine society in attendance, the presence of labour organizatiding twin
flags draping the casketthe symbolic investment others had made in his bgidgsng over
his origins, his achievementsventhe manner of his demisk is fitting because his demise was
as much the occasion for symbolic investment as it was (partly) caugtetihitye pugilistic
realm, where larger discourses and political narratives were exfrantl reshape@abanela
arrived always already invested with one narrativehich depicted himasthe possessor of a
O6natur al , 6 I thapeventhe mostgrudsame realiiealdnot alte, asactors in
the pugilistic realm ted obstinately to make sense of a narrative that no longer wérked

Ibeginby briefly examining CabanePadidés origins
connections that enabled the grafting of oldiscourses of racial and tropical difference onto
Ca b an e | ardsheirblterdtignin and fortheworld of prizefighting. Finaly, | consider the
events | eading to Cabanel ads demise in Austra

tacks they took and the conditions thlwyscuredin contributing to his death. | conclude with a

iUnder Flickering Sh adblw.gelBibr washlavyeChmm t b membes éfthdde at h . 0
wealthy landed eltand t he founder of t he HBé&ntifliar gotivisrmcenspélledfhimitos t T a g a
flee the archipelago for Spaiwhere he continued to write affitiar invectives In 1839, hebecame the editor dfa

Solidaridad thePropagandeno ve ment 6 s mo st i umijlB95;whenthe papebfblddde avasiarm n ,

active Freemason and died, impoverished, of tuberculosisR&ges] ove, Passion and PatriotisSra61 62.

For an example of an athleteo6sMakhodyTiansg arisiLtue ,f dirS amuryt
Narratives of Asian Ameri can Ma sBodylandiNatiory Tha @labal Realme i n D
of U.S. Body Palitics in The Twentieth Centeg. Emiy S. Rosenberg and Shanon Fitzpatrick, Kindle (Durham:

Duke University Press, 2014), 208D.
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reflection on the construction of Cabanataarur-type for other Filipino prizefighterandhis
role, however unwitting, in uniting key componentsaafiascend Fi |-aspr haef i ght er 6

identity.

The Olympic Athletic Club, Australis&s Pr i zef i ghti ngdés I nfor mal

In November 1919, shortly after Cabanela turned nineteen, an item appeoxthop a
weekly magazine publ i sdHes succbsgn 191 & hadweliciteth debates & T a i
about his origins, which the publishers were determined to &dtteewas born in October 1900,
in the city of San Fernando, Pampanga, bush p ar e n t gherb faoch Canranneswbkede i
the fighting between the American soldiers an
Aqui t e a “mil914,Gabant léft@an.Férnandfor Olongapo, where most sources
claim he became a coppersmithos apprentice in
watchingAmerican servicemetrain for their fight$®Hi s 6 di scoverer , 86 Edwar (
proprietorofthe(subi ¢ Bay At hletic Club, i mpressed by t
clevernesséi mmedi ately took an intefldest in hi

Aencouraged [ Cabanela] to train regularlyé[ an

[Cabanela], however, needed no urging, for he took to the sport i t Aasanaturalyaas @ ,

56 He had secured simultaneous possession of the bantamweight, featherweight, and lightweight titl@sesftthe

SeefiMani |l ads Triple GCheReigtrdeo Apr Ki d3Den &b a9 Banfarhveighti d Denc |
B o y Baqxing February 1, 1919.

5fi So me E aBoxing NoveMper 15, 191Thelast word of the title was illegibldue topoorimagequality.

i The Fil i pi QydneylSpastsmarebruany 7,4922, http://nla.gov.au/nla.nemicle167188100;
iSome Early [?]0; Joe Wat er mbhaRefefedanaaty d4,192@n of t he Fi l i
http://nla.gov.au/nla.newarticle121155113.

®fASome Early [?].0
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baby takes t 0°Eeendsayoung adolesédnt,mi I0kn.ad ur al 6 predi sp
fighting was coupled witlnotions held by actors in the pugilistic realof,an already

0i mper vi o ystdivesoorck pf,his preieenatural power: at age fifteerqpdssessdfia

powerful torso and muscular physigue a [in]d wanderful symmetry and powerfidoking

compactness suggestnot only speed, but also abnormal punching powed jami | e A
American sport writer once [han]. HHierdputationddr punc h e
uncommon durabilityvas either producedoare ment ed by one of the fAnew
every dayreportedlyGal | aher once f oug dhiCsabjaanved ca ifirdo haa r idme
gymnasi um, ochwmered apowmd sail or was fAheaving
at [P The reporter could not verify the efficacy of this carnivalesque practicef trore,
whatGallaher did upon seeingit,buto ncl uded t hat Athe fact remai
never put [ Cabanel a’iBy age fiteen dr sixteent Cabandasfightingc ount .
professionally; by March 1919, he was the best fighter in the Philipgiregsaring to face the

first of several Australian opponents he would encowatteomeand abroad, the last of whom

would be the instrument, but not the cause, of his dethise.

The presence of Australians in Manila in 1919 was no happenshari¢be result of

negotiations bgveenFrankChurchill and Australian promoter Jack Munro of Stadiums’i.td.

“iThe Filipino Les Darcy. o

" bid.

2 bid.

73 bid.

“iThe Filipino Les Darcyo; fSome Early [?2].0

R. M. Stephens, 0 Bo $ydmweygSunlyis,191p, http:dnlagovaulintamews , 0
article221983343.
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Churchill andEddieTait had found some success pitting Filipinos against each other and, later,
against Americans and other visitors to Mabilg by 1918, Filipino fighters, Camela
especially, were running out of new foes: u@tilurchilland Tact oul d test their Op
againstbetter opponenisheir operation would remain local. It was too early to bring in the best
Americansbut Australians, welfegarded in the pugiligt community andomewhatloser to
home, might dd®

By thelate 1910 Phi | i ppi ne bweassiillmancedtratedsalmost entvely r e
around Manila BayThere were several clubs in Manila and environing towns; the Olympic was
its mostprominentFounded in or around 1910 by Churchil
othes, it began, ostensibly, as an 6amateur d ath
paying member§.Its relationship withrival promotionsvas more ofteimncestuous than
contentious: in a developing market, neither the Olympic, nor Manila, could furnish all the talent
for the prize ring. Club affiliation was tenuous: what mattered were the personal connections

throughwhich reciprocal networks of recruitmieand exchange might be buftThese

6 For aslightly later example ofhe esteem in which Australian fighters were held, 8e& n terésting Letter from
An Austr al i BeRifgMadnio2Fan, o

" This was a common rusesed by clubs in the United States to circumventaneiefighting lawsSee Ri e s s , filn

the Ring and Out: Professional Boxing in N¥ark, 18961 9 2 0 ,i dl1. Fbr€héfoundation ofthe Olympic, £¢

AOpeni ng Smoker CableneNsAmescanNevemberdl, ©910,
https://gpa.eastview.com/crl/sean/?a=d&d=canal9100111 1. 3; AOl ympi c Club I's Now I n
CablenewsAmerican February 3, 1912, httgigpa.eastview.com/crl/sean/?a=d&d=canal912g?03. 1. 12; A Cr ad
of P. . Boxi ng Ga méribiwieaRebrige 1591834 phitpy//nlsSgovoan/nladnews

article249638271.

8 For selectecexamplesof conflict and connectiogrseefi Sant a Ana Progr amCablenemsi ng Compl
American October 28, 1914, https://gpa.eastview.com/crl/sean/?a=d&d=canal9i310281 . 6 ; fA Ol ongapo t
Of f Bi g Smoker OablenEwsAmarican Januhry h7191% 4 , 0
https://gpa.eastview.com/crl/sean/?a=d&d=canal9190117. 1. 4; A Frank Haynie a Bear fo
Hi m On e CBbiehewwv#meriaan April 21, 1920, https://gpa.eastview.com/crl/sean/?a=d&d=canal9200421
01.1.4; AWhi spedr wAedirgi hatnso PBaantdtol ne af no r Cabléenewsfmeritamni ght at Ol
December 23, 1919, https://gpa.eastview.com/crl/sean/?a=d&d=canald1®12231 . 4; A Eddi e Tai t Ma:
House at Ol y @gblenrewsSreticaniMdya?29, 1918,

https://gpa.easteiv.com/crl/sean/?a=d&d=canal9180829 . 1. 4; A Ol ympi c Card for Satur
Change but 1tds GoGablend@vaAmeticad lusets, 191B,e Same, 0
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networks were not unique to the Philippifes replicated, on a smaller scatkpse through

which prizefighting had become, imecedingdecades, élobalbsport’® According to Matthew
Taylor, these networks were Afluid, multiple,
personal relationships and partnerships, and loosely structured flows of information, than by
formalized institut ilomgsidd, and buili Wasn, tlie glbbaldircuditsloft v e | o0 p

thelateni net eent h cent ur yanctmetnewtdchmologiesefvhichitheydaols t r y 0

advantage), and fAwere al ways dA&dArrucialcgmonént and s
oftheserelat ns hi ps, besides those between dédboxing p
who might aid 6boxing peopled in making their

t he waoepdrtekdVhileconnecti ons bet ween Onbuoer suppty, peopl
those between Oboxing peopled and reporters c
fostered suclarapport with prominent Australian sports columnist WCBrbett,and each
would maintain correspondence with him after their respective visits to Australia.

A u s t rraldtivegebgsaphicaproximity anditsest abl i shed position i
nascent gl obal circuits, an O0i magi waeal communi

roughly those oini mper i al Angl osphere, madeti fadnayadat ur

https://gpa.eastview.com/crl/sean/?a=d&d=canal9180605 1 . 2; A ManageratTuaridayUps iGartd e
S et t CablehewdAmerican August 22, 1918, https://gpa.eastview.com/crl/sean/?a=d&d=canal9180322,

Ant oni o H. Escoda, fAFans Wil Get ThbkmnewsAnkerica Augudt Good B
28, 1918, https://gmeastview.com/crl/sean/?a=d&d=canal918e828. 1. 4; A Sporting Editords
CablenewsAmerican July 8, 1919, https://gpa.eastview.com/crl/sean/?a=d&d=canal919Q70D8.

®Taylor, fAThe GI5d40r axampRks of theMisidtegratidbri of networks as acitolsci change, se
Jack Re ad AustfalBw\¥arkerblgvember 14, 1928, http://nla.gov.au/nla.nensticle 145992503;
AFil i pinos MgdneySmittsmafloly@® 1985, http://nla.gov.au/nla.newaricle167183234.

80 |bid., 2334; 24651. The Tait brothers were well established in entertainment industry circuits.

81 For the exchange of correspondence between actors in the pugilistic realm as a means af oiftaimnation,
seeTayl or, #fAThe G47dtr adampRef migstesn my2owrbsourceseefiL 1 ew Edwar ds f or

Wor | dés Ch arheRiefereephl RP3p 1,910, http://nla.gov.au/nla.nexagicle120316919; W.F. Corbett
AJerry Sul | Armow DetesnbedB 171820, ttpd/nla.gov.au/nlanamst i cl e103426782; ABi
For Filipinos. o
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with American discourses of tropical and racial differeliledy made it equally appealing: as

Warwick Anderson observes, whites in the PhilippinesAumtralia experienced theseuntries

as O6alien frontiersd where the boundaries of
environments and, ,0fbreignieodies, wowd bé most dleadydéfipet! and e d
hardened through tropicaiedicine®? Moreover,Australian scientisthad painstakingly

disseminated their knowledge to the lay pubiier several decaddsy the time Cabanela

arrived, there existed a rich, welstablishedbut changingfield of knowledge through which

his body might be assessed and a receptive, floetinevenlyinformed public® Indeed,
reportersd assessmeat sAost Cabaaeshadparlmameane st s6 he
too successfufor laypersonsolder notionof6 nat ur al 6 endowments conf e
environmers could not easily be extricated from newer conceptions of culture anti dhbf

which werereconstitted, and posseseda fruitful afterlife in thepugilistic realm?

Climate, whether boon or bane, remained a persistemte ofdis)advantagéo visiting

fighters and their opponerfSinsufficient acclimation was proffered as the reason for the poor

82 Anderson Colonial Pathologies6i 7; 38; 47; 7293; AndersonThe Cultivation of Whiteess 63/ 67; 75 76; 187.

83 For dissemination ahis knowledge, seeAnderson;The Cultivation of Whitenes88 69. For the absence of

terms | i ke dbdeugeni cs 6 an dwusthalianscientists, s&aibidw Bon thesperdasiviemesst he wo |
of discourse among lay publicdespite the absence arfiy explicit engagement withll its terms or foundational

texts, seeBedermanManliness and Civilization40, 4344, and, especial\22332; seg alsq Foucault,La volonté

de savoir 1245.

84 For the changef focusfrom environmentto culture and discipline in tropical medicine, and continuing but
diminishing resistancetthis changesee AndersonColonial Pathologies38, 46 52, 75 78, 91 102, 106, 11P13;
Anderson,The Cultivation of Whitenes$4, 28, 6085, 96 98, 124.

85 Persistentbutinconsistent e a ¢ h ¢ o u cotld be depicted hsirastaratiee, harmless, or harfoful;

examplesseei The Fi ghting Fil i pi n ®&ydnei8partsrhb&ebluayal6, a1, t he Ga me. ,
http://nla.gov.au/nla.newa r t i cl e168486539; W. F. CdhelReferdeRebrdarp® nci o and
1921, http://nla.gov.au/nla.nevesr t i ¢ | e 1 2 1 1 6 Bd¥ctaleMayibBLO24,ihttpd/nladgov.au/nla.news
articlel710582 0; fAShade and L ohe Refeccevidrch®j 1924, http3/madyovau/nla.news
articlel21161803; fHar TheReferedlammry 14a1920, hifpr/slacgewau/Baanewls , 0
article121157114.
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performances of Athe greatest aggregasginon of
Manila® Syd Godfrey, whattributedhis lossto Cabanela to a weakened state from swallowing
wa t évith thé germ [sic] in itbr e ma r k e[w]o nah raot a nditive, or thoroughly
acclimatised could live in the Philippine Islands long with lowered vitality and escape one or
oher of the many di 8Apecmistobsérved kah gt het Aesaral i
have only been headareacaimdtee yetow eaenkds éhnaodham @tu sk ® an@ e
to the heat and d®Tlee wasMhawevednatherobstack totwhite n s . o
success in the Philippingdsesides climatgoor disciplineGeorge Bailieut he Austr al i ans
managerwas impressedyt he moder n amenities I mplemented a
at the t hor oug uhdscipgihedd prectites herhéd obsarved from most of the
sport és Fi,lemarksvhionwe shall recoasider short® Inadequate knowledge of
rules (even on the part of the referees), improper bandaging techniques, haphazard training
met hods: prior to the Australiansdé arrival, h
Ma n i &ndfdoo[ c ¢ stated that [eve] did mortor the game in the Philippine[s] than
anybody el seéThe result is that boxing, as fa
any other pa%¥t of the world. 60

The visit wasalso an opportunitio report on Cabanela firstharkilieu daimed he

ft akes a punch without flinchingédoes not know

8W. F. Corbett, AW.F. Corbettos Wor |l d Aodw, FBoouary 2891919.Aust r al
8W. F. Corbett, iThhReferBe®atdber §i5, M0 rhitpd/nladgov.au/nla.neaicle120318095.

8Corbett, AW. F. BCaibgtt dssWorl d aof Sdme allowaree nfukt bd magep i ne |
however almostanyone training or competing in a new locale, especially with different climatic conditions, would
experience some level tdmporarydiscomfort Theother conmon explanation was thatstralianswerevictims of

allegedly incompetent local refere@&eeCor bet t ; 0 Our ThB RefemeAprit 23,M%9.i | a, 0

®Reg. L. (Snowy) Baker ,-Chi&0b xwin g EverBhg Newgay2j1819.Mani | | a
90 |bid.
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acts | i ke a f i g°hCaibnagnreseaablimce itora fightimgbantam suggesated
aggressive styleeven brazen contempt of inju3for Bailieu,this appeared tbeas much a
function of Cabanel abés Onatural 6 advantages a
allegedlyinsufficient comprehension of technique. Althougabanelav a sthefioughest boy
[Bailieu]eversaw®®d heunrhtaadpped potenti al cocoudinatexpldit¥ s fAnat i
Adlln my opinion® s ai d 4 avould beeaworld lieater if he had a competent coach and
trainer@® Vince BlackburnCa b a n e | a 6 thoughplikewisedittirig him was like

Ai tting a brick wall. He never shifts, and ng¢
Bl ackburn had reportedly fAcrP¥g@abaeakh whsialso hands
Adserved wpdready§as wayghandét akes atabhoylbel e heap
wouldbe 6 6 Bl ackbuitoh @rectaAomedghly trained in ac«
i deas of °%gupeopedlythemCabaidelavas talentedbut unskilledand undisciplined
andhisitnati ve tr ai ne rusabletwmossess qr mauleatkiadequatddisgiplin

These earlpbservationsand their focus on environment and discipliwere the first steps in

the rapid consolidation of a Filipino pugilistic identity through @adia, its greatest exemplar,

thatwoul d soon circulate in the Oi magi neahd commu.i

thoroughlythe peculiarity of theilipino bodyand its&closeness o nat ur e. 6

“Baker, fABoxing:-ChatngsthnBMahi eluao

“2ltal so suggest ed &n.Mboreovead iov epnu genoaccki foiugshnteisssgds popul arity
reference to éighting bantam was likely uncoincidental.

®Baker, fABoxing:-Chat ngst hnBMahi elao
94 |bid.

®W. F. Corbett, AW. F. Quoowhleyl8, d%9, Mtp:#nla.dov.aufnla.Beerx i ng, 0
article103529325Ne must be careful not to read too much i@ temarks, either, for it may only have been
respectful hyperbel

% |bid.
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AHIi s Cl oseness to Natur e UDbedcoChbaneldihy Ai ded
Australia

Cabanela sailed to the Antipodes with Eddie Tait and setstadllemate®in 1921,
where his first opponentasEugene Criqui, &renchGreat Waweterarwho later catured the
worl dés f eat he f"lhe upgoaming fight gpuirred Corbett,2h@ &@orter who had
forged ties with Churchill and Tait, to consider the advantages with vihéthréhad endowed
At he short aAdakingoCabanel@ Gorbetbbiled sha fight as a contest between
a \Wiclii zedd E WAsiamphese nompatrioks weene scarcely, if at all, removed from
prehensilee ai | ed si mi an s :[Cabandapotmormoiv night? Wil the workdvide
discussed aboriginal of the Philippine Islands, where there are metaigtAnd others without
them who live in trees like ap&ghus proving the correctness of Darwin's théorise superior
to the skill of t he °%Thiswasnmo@rdighty pmomatignalballydaooc h ma n é
Cor b et -fightsepopt,ansmhichhe reiterated his belief in the existence of tailed human
beings from the archipelago atteeirr el at i onshi p to Cabanel ads nat
primordial violencegarefullyand methodically examined tibee v i dfa thereader. His

analysis was wtivated,partly, by the distress wrought by triumphant, darker bodies in the ring:

A Consi gnme ntTheReferédlahuany 19n162,,hitp://nla.gov.au/nla.nanticle121153830. have

optedfor 6 s t a b | tretraditioral térm by which boxefsom the same gym anthder identical management

werecalled precisely because it powerfully convefigir commodificatioras virtual chattelA groupof these

fighters was traditideeWatguarferiAdFteshpeddbetabt eWor |
in the Prizefi dghtri iCgiBwomBemBoxB2T ecBugene Crigqui, o0 acc
2023, https://boxrec.com/en/bqxo/9863.

%8 For biographical information on W.Eorbett,see Chri s Cunneen, ACor bie®23) Wol i nam
Australian Dictionay of Biography 18 vols. (Canberra: National Centre of Biography, Australian National
University), accessed June 23, 2022, https://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/edligett-francis5778.

®PW. F. Corbett, AAmer i can ANavMacmls, 1928 bttp:i/nta.gov.a&umianews si on, 0
article103431422.
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AWhen a col ored man asdd often dagfemphasishaddedd, a goodtdeah o ni s
i's written about the pigmented peeantybetterbei ng m
fitted for a battl e wher ¥ Cabethhawewerseemed uvegealp o n s
by this grim harbinger; rather, with awed, psesdentific curiosity, he sought answers to the
secret of Cabanel adés power, for it was not th
manner®’ Cabanela had notonly beaten @rif, he had fApastednadend puni
play[ e mphasis added] of his battle withéa man w
[ Australia] could pit against himé[ Cabanel a w
i n t he ¢ ontgignrueistsyit’dbefswelssneghaiarical contrivancEa b anel a6 s
response t o f i g hitthroogh a distilled)disjoiatedSandowiadslyt disdreditad
form of Lamarckian thought of the kirekpounded byAmerican psychologigk. Stanley Hall at
the dawn of the centuiyas a or aci al adol ealciemitn &l p<setragted uafl
play.G®%

Cabaneldadal so absorbed strikes with nary a mur

as i f every bl owé¥Wahe disparityie imperviousvess wasallpstrabed most

saliently by the occasion of a fAright uppercu
WwW., F. Corbett, 0 De n cti ofhCReferagvardh 23, 1021 hitpe//ald.goFau/gldinews
article121154921.

VlFor6r ace suicided in Australia and iAndersanfihe Cultieatiooe on 06 Wi
of Whiteness89, 15862, 172, 181, 187.

2Corbett, fADencio Cabanela A Great Fighter.o

1031n grossly simplifiecdterms, Lamarckian genetics held that children were the sum of their jeesdiestral traits

were passed down from one generationtothe texall 6 s f or mul ati ons, Oraces6 devel
individual human beings, their characterisicsnd t heir | evel of O6devel opment, 6 d

environment werealso passed down and retained in this marfrmra discussion afutmoded Lenarckian

genetictheorieswhi ch t he fAeducated public r aetddheinrdguedicdadtialde s | on g
who linked childhood/adolescent development and racial development to each other through a developmentalist
(from édsavageryd to O6civil ivasasbcowd)i zat hsegBéderhda,natheab i B |
Manliness and Civilization29; 771 120.

“Corbett, fADencio Cabanela A Great Fighter.o
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|l east little bit, but a s%Anyoheavho hpdseerthe fight oub |l e
w o u | ddoubtibeimpressed with thisneatefNat ur e t heory, 0 not only
|l iving outside pugilismdéds traditional <circuit
best white boxers in the world have had to acquireth@ arb ut | e c d@lloshdr e h

Filipino boxers acquired his fighting ability naturalljHe was nottaugit e mp has i ® adde d]
Like Bailieyy, Cor bett remarked that A[n]o patterns w
native plac@buteven these wereofnoms equence: fiHe | earned not hi
he proved equal or super i®WhileaCorbett bcknowledigean h e me
t hat Cabanela fAdid not | eap from t haennenaw i nto
place ofenvironmeh was wunquestionabl e: A Heisclosemashtd hi s

nature undoubtedly aided him materidllye mp hasi® added] . 0

Corbett s awe malthdughdictay hadrseemed assiaddhet y
fourteenth round, A[ i Cabantldite mi ddb &dedrosdane e é@ gh
shakenuntil another rally just before the bell sent him to¢havasagan. As he eturned to his
corner, he coll apsed. Hompuippse.de wad scommgetely gohep wo r
anthad to be car #irhe Kefadrebaa published cantoortelling tbe story of

the fight,en miniature The caption for the first illustrationfi a s t u d yi suggestsay p e s 0

105 Corbett.
108 | pid.
107 pid.

108 pid. Corbett also explicithacknowledged the imperviousness of Hilgpino body in particular, observing that,
prior to meeting Cabanela, Criquids Aknockout career [
[the Philipines]é[Silvino] Jamito.

109 | pid.
10 |pid.
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quastant hropol ogical study of two, distinct Orac
Filipino to pain: the taller Criqui, his back turned to the reader, looms ovsluaihehing

Cabanela, whose countenance and posture are almost simian, his fists almost reaching his

knees!!! Each illustration shows alargei pped Cabanela gl eefully abs

punches, each caption remarking, in slightly altered form,oathas di c 6 el ement of

The final caption (AEven after his mysterious
suggested that Filipino$hegt 6maldeg Pomagé plfayge
ENCIO MEETS

g'imf: STRAIGHT LEFT
EnED YO l"ll’ﬂl'l:z Anust
Him W THAT
JRIGHT TO THE JAw > i e e, §
9 ) " TICKLED Wi INMENSELY ~ E: -
b o

wHiLE € 5
PPE T EVEN AFTER HiS HYST
B O et e e Ey T lae ot Do CONTING

T .
K& larrie (8- CRIQU) MOW BADLY BASHED ) TO LOOK CHELRFUL
e e e e e —————

Figurel - Cartoon Depictingdutcome ofCabanela vs. CriquitheReferee23
March 1921

Cabanela recovedbut his collapseemained a mystery, though not for lack of

di scussi on. Corbett asked Tait what had happe

111 Cabanela did, however, possess unusually long arnssiébra short maga reportedive feet, one inclor five

feet, one and a half incheslis reach was allegedly sixgix or sixty-eightinches See i F e a-Wédigatr

Champi on s h iBpxing\$eptdmbar 190191 3.0ne sourcelaimed it was the longest reach of any

featherweight or bantamweight in the world. Se&Ki d Denci o Has Longer Reach Than
t he WGeCablenbwsfmerican September 16, 1919, https://gpa.eastview.com/crl/sean/?a=d&d=canal9190916

01.1.4.
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as mostofthe spectator® atddangCabanel a Adhas been suffer.i
since his airlli viad© alst Bfeavla agppasy €.abd ahadtHosedfls body,
many of his fAmeretriciously healthy®latcompatr.i
volunteeredtha 6 [ m] aybe mal aria or some otherf® const it
Camnel ads next b o utwouldacuon 30April. & hesinteBiomeo n d s
papemot ed that the Adynamic fighting demono had
[ Criqui] fighto and had b e'Whileilraitrhadlproffered latentu n d e r
di sease as an expl anat i on Arfowsugg€sted asrhestradieins c o | |
Manila had done to explain their defeats, that Cabanela had been insufficiently acclimated; now,
Abetter f ortiinfgi éok ctohmreo unphr ehaw cl i mati sed and u
shoul d pr o0%Evéesnt rToanigt.,0 i ni ti ally concerned abou
now Aperfectly satisfi®d with [Cabanel abs] <co
Cabanela defeated Symonds but victonpeat a familiar cost: he took too much

damage, fAwad[ing] in to finish his opponent, o

12Corbett, fADencio Cabanela A Great Fighter.o

3The term is dr awn fQolonal Pathotogidsand it maps dre pofthe key changes in
tropical medi cine in the Philippines, from environment
absence of symptoms no longer connotedthelet alone immunity. Seé&ndersonColonial Pathologies102 3.

4Corbett, ADencio Cabanela A Great Fighter.o

B sat ur daybenCiomSymandsGr eat St r ug gSyeneySpartsmadppl a7t 1921, o
http://nla.gov.au/nla.newarticle168497869The AdelaideSouthern Crosseportedt h §Qabarfielahad suffered

fromneuralgh , 0 ®ndhenpodsont ended that fino doctor, or any body
anything beyond headaches or a bilious attack, or something else of a similar nature, worried the Filipino during his
preparSedfiSopno.rot s a nSbuttiem €ogsMakts25,,1921, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news
articlel67026053;-CWi ui CB8Arbvwe March 251824, Mttpi/rda.gov.au/nla.news
article103431087.

W, F. Cor bett, @ Wh Artow, Bwike, 1921, Htp:/tla.goo.aummlg.nedsicle103430709.
17 bid.
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ef forts t@€Ehk SydneyDdily Telegapld s r eagnuredCab anel ads fAwond

strength and capacity to take paift me nt 0 b u tobserversdxprdssed gnaves t

reservationsCa b a nfepg amléiscyét o take all the punishmenté
was fhHf&¥Whatsdadveér fAmor al i nf | uleadoo kisopporferd,sveo t act i
Areal i ssesaltnnoastt iitmpiossi bl e to stop the I|ithe,

they exacted, donly i A9Cabaneldhad alao bsep hotceally d con st

1]

sl ower than i n ,bhonwslling(ar onalde¥to take advahtag€ of higreach or

to defend himsel f agai ns allthe Eilipihos[gnplasis whi ch he

D

added] éas i f t RaheTetbgrap® s ot ematt er . was one of t
C a b a ntacticab@tsven hedid not consider wh¥abaneldad appeared so lacklustieis
unli kely that anyone, given that knockouts we

ner v es have imagmdd that Cabanela, who had had over a month to regcmeCriqui

was not sufficiently conditionear that the toll of his collapse remainéd.

184 Bo x-iStygnonds Knocked Out Dalypelagtaphday®?, 18H,a mpi on, 0
http://nla.gov.au/nla.newarticle239740488.

119 |bid.
120 | pid.
121 | pid.

122 Evenby the mid1920s popularopinionin thedoxing trade pregeontended that a knockout was a mere,
temporary 0] arériensgdl toifn g hien fApnaerrtvieasl or complete unconsc
very sensitive a knock ofgic]i s notSeéfRrkeed o/i. 0 Al ber t ant i TheRingjuly ®26r Quest i
For a similar view,seiRev . Ear | A. B| a c k ma Tihe Rirg Aprill1@26.lm h928 howelver,Bo x i n g, 0
The Ringpublished an inteiew with Dr. William Walker of the New York Statoxing Boardwho attributed
knockoutso fia stoppage of the bloedu ppl yo caused by the brain bNai ng thr
Fl ei scher, -Hblwe [Kndskd@utoduced a il RihgMay 1828Foeadefs on t he
discussion of the history of medical science and knockantithe actualeffectsof knockouts see Sammons,

Beyond the Ring247 51.

ow
B
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Two weeks later, a bout against Syd Godfrey, an opponent ten pounds heavier, caused
anothercollpseasCabanel ads t act idéeHe took sererepuenidhmalyc h an g e
the seventh and eight rounds, both his eyes w
he was fdAswall owing his own B*incaoeadwhenstoppagesdr a n k
were rarer and in which brutal, gory matches were often allowed to continue until one opponent
finally succumbed to his adversary or to exhaustion, eveSytireySportsmarwas dismayed

at the refusal oft CGabhhghtdsfiBpyrneghtse bBitsespto

i néheéhad as much chance as a snowball i n Hel
|l ooked inquiringly $Arsngfranta seatondknaclkadownmthe 1 n v ai
seventeenthround@aCbh anel a began to move forward when, s

knee and went f or w#lkHedvoul fagameot leaee the hng undeahis\vovans . 0
poweri?’

Many were perplexedCabanel a had fattacked wiverh a vel
di splayed in his pr evihehadagancalape®Admittedly, he Aust r a
had fAappeared to treat with contempto the | ab

observers thought that the punch that kiagcked him dowmadb e en fino heavi er th

1235eeii At The St adi um: TrghpMaf 151921, \nttp:/iaegova@l/nda,néadicle169179898;
fi B o x iGnafjon Argus and Clarence River General Advertidd¢ay 16, 1921, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news
articl e2357239 6 8SydndéySporismaMay 1B8,UL92f, &tp://nda.gov.au/nla.news
article168502367.

i Denci o Dumped. o
2%For examples of brutal fi ghtGatefOnBaxingi4di49s era o6going th
26 Denci o Dumped. o

2TW. F. Cor bett, i De S8undapTingiaylls pogie Htp:/ilg.gov.au/nla.news
articlel23236113; fiDencio Dumped. o

2 At The Stadium: Godfrey v. Dencioo; Cor b-Btotx,i nigDednci o
Barrier Miner, May 16, 1921, http://nla.gov.au/nla.neesdicle45557040.
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f or me r?Therechad been o h a iari s i nag in theGriduiyfightindthe ubiquitous
Corbettthought hat Cabanel a was stil]l Afal ert, 0 havi ng
] aw whb eoltapsednitially believingt hat t he fighter had been di
floor without cause & Now that foreign disease and insufficient acclimation had been ruled out
however something elsbadto accountforhi® natluaday @s i1 nabil ity to do

expected of it

|l f tropical Oproximity to natur bt had endo
predictably durable body, it had also, conversely, endowed him with equally poor habits of
mind*!In 1919,Syd Godfreyretuming from his Manila sojouryrelatedto Corbett that
Cabanelaisuallytrainedonly four daysheforea fight'*>Ma n i | a 6 fsatefmity knéwnwgllof
histendencies to train little, to postpone or cancel bouts, to refuse to fight if he disapproved of

the refereeandofhisi f i t s of t efimpied mimemtt oMdmbdestrad ngs . O

2%Corbett, fADencio Collapses Again, 0 MayThdPefereM821; W. F.
18, 1921, http://nla.gov.au/nla.nexagicle121169029Similar canpensatory psychological mechanisms also exist

in the minds of fightersee Chr i st opher R. Matt hews, Af6The Fog Soon CI e
Understandings, Competent Body IntAroationad Reviewrfod thedSBaiolmgynf | nj ur |
Sport56, no. 5 (August 2021): 7198, https://doi.org/10.1177011 26 9022090702 6 ; Lopc Wacqua
Bodily Capital and Bodily |BadpandSocielmo.nl ¢199B)r86;fLacs si on al Bo:
Wacquant, AWhores, Slaves, and Stallions: LaBodyuages of
and Society,no.23 (2001): 189, 191; Wacquant, AA Fleshpeddler
Prizefighting Economy, 0 29.

¥Corbett, fADencio Collapses Again, o May 18, 1921.

Blrorexamplesod poor Fi | i pespeaallyd ihescontegts df labeur @nd hygieseg Anderson,
Colonial Pathologies106 13; Kramer,The Blood of Governmer20Q 203, 312 14; GemsSport and the
American Occupation of the Philippinéss 1111 2, 116 ; Davis, fACo60kfight National

¥2Corbett, AThe @&berds 19¢9. Worl d, o Oct

BWFEor Afits of @Ranpeiram meinghtos skRreqwn f or Light weight Char
S at u rGhldepewsAmerican November 18, 1919, https://gpa.eastview.com/crl/sean/?a=d&d=canal19191118
0l.14For fAmidnight MmMéadfdlrey ngrsd 0Dsrei, 0 Soon to Decide Whc
CablenewsAmerican August 29, 1919, https://gpa.eastview.com/crl/sean/?a=d&d=canal9100829.For other

examples ohgencyseefi Smi | e s aGaldeneS#Amarican February 17, 1920,
https://gpa.eastview.com/crl/sean/?a=d&d=canal9200217. 1 . 4 ; A Ec h o €ablefiewsAmericath e Ri ng, 0
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Aal ways thisamelp tmeaddée i t,0h ek nboewsitnégo fCaibtanel a was At
attraction to be HAto ptpheed toirmegnii eBib desrtoesgsbesdd. oC a b a
supreme confidence in his abilities and drawing poaedhis unparallelecagency now, it
illustrated his failure to submit to the discipline the sport demanded of its practitioners but which
Filipinos, Cabanela most of alkputedyf acked. AMost people who gi v
attention to the doings of \thaxenc® hadl nontraioede Cor
anything |¥YHe oddbede,r | iV[.j0J] oy rides in motor <cart
to [Cabanel a] more than the grind of a planne
have known what he was talking abotione suspects Tditii p r e d i ¢Calmmklajvolld t
col |l apse as h'¥ThdSydheySunechoed Corbettpaweverghe Sunclaimed it
hadbeeni f r eel y ment i oned [Gakahetahad not ditended to higtraisingé t h at
asstrictly as he should have, 0 adding Athere i
might become disheartened when there is a tough job in front of him, after he has done his
hardest for a few rounds®and has not fl oored
Godfreyhad fdone more damage to other[s] éwith |

by

|l anded on [ Cabanela], 06 yet Cabanestaedhatad wi t hs

December 24, 1918, https://gpa.eastview.com/crl/sean/?a=d&d=canal91812241Qlypic Ciub Manager

Expl ains Referee QCablereiwsamericanecenabsrt25 Bi8o k er , 0
https://gpa.eastview.com/crl/sean/?a=d&d=canal9180225 1. 4; A The Spor tCablgpenEdi t or
American May 8, 1919, https://gpa.eastvieaa/crl/sean/?a=d&d=canal9190508L. . 1. 5; @A Denci o Pi
OQutpoint Ryan i n ChbenewsArieviocamMay 1ID,dle1B,g ht , 0
https://gpa.eastview.com/crl/sean/?a=d&d=canal9190510. 1. 4; A Denci o Wi | | Not Fight

S at u rGaldepewsAmerican, August 6, 1919, https://gpa.eastview.com/crl/sean/?a=d&d=canal9190808;

ASmi | es aCaleneSWAmensan Movember 14, 1919,
https://gpa.eastview.com/crl/sean/?a=d&d=canal91901144fA Ec hoes from t he Ringo; AOly
Explains Referee Question in Last Smoker. o

B4Corbett, AThe Boxing World,o October 15, 1919.
¥Corbett, ADencio Collapses Again,o May 15, 1921.

0
c

x un

(S

¥Corbett, fADencio Collapses Again, o May 18, 1921.
B'R. M. St epheS®ydney SiarBlay 17, 1021, hitp://nla.gov.au/nla.newicle221468177.
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Al o] nly a man as tough as [ Cabanel a] coul d ha
model of shape and muscul ar devel opment didée]
could not, be huw?But Corbettaro rumlad eed ,t ofi Kialyi. @i no f i ¢
tough stuff. They t ak?¥ Cabangathendvasihetaeérelymaftaletteglat i n g
fighter, nor aemarkably resilient, individual subject, nor dneestedvi t h  éd nati onal 6 o
o0cul tural 6 rombathesvasdhe possesson (sr, atteonatividlg, hostage) o
Filipino body, endowed withalits6 nat ur al 6 (di s) advantages. He w
Filipino fighter, the finest exemplar ofraproducible template fans would eagerly pay to see in
yearsto come Despite overwhelmingvidence to the contrargyen in defeathe idea of a nigh
impervious body remained inta@:a b a nHlipireo ®ady had not betrayed hjine had
betrayedt.

Cabanel a would fight agaverthe secordollapselwdlee A mu c h
took the fighter to Melbourne, whelnés éstablemata®wvere scheduled to fighthere, Tait
t hought, Cabanela woul d ff*%On@Julyée¢ woaldfaceBegor t un
McCarthy. The day before the fight wasfiGierorhgies Po
best trimo**! It seemedhe pugilist had not willfully neglected hi®nditioningi at least, not
entirely. he had been afflictedi t h Aneur al gi ad upon arriving in

affected hi s almemwhich, apgatently, had surfaged tduning &is bouts with

BCorbett,
¥¥Corbett,
MWW, F. Corbett, 0 Dé&heRefameeMaypls, 1892¢, htip:dnlargov.au/nta.nearticle121169080.

“AaDenci o To MdaetHerddlyalr102hitp:/Mnla.gov.au/nla.newarticle242428567This is the
only item | have come across wh&@e b a ntminex i mentioned.

AiDencio Collapses Again, o0 May 18, 1921; fdfDen
AiDencio Collapses Again,o May 18, 1921.
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Criqui and Godfrey#? Almost two months hagassedaince hidastfight: surel, this had been

sufficient time for the dAlittle model of shap

Cabanelali ed on the morning of 3 July 1921 at
hour s af t é%Hisdast hours aterrated between rallying from death and blackness,
until blackness prevailed at 1:30 A.M. He hadly hours earliecontestedhelast of his forty
four (recorded) bouts; he was not yet tweohe years old. Aostfight report announced a
Adcl ot of bl ood on t hemdtenaexamindiians dncan autopSg.onf i r m
What had, until then, been a mystery explainedvgyyghingi from poor acclimation to tropical
disease to insufficient disciplinehad become patently obviouBGabaneldn ad fAcompl ai ned
continuallyo about he adadtheghadresderadineunabletoi vi ng i
Atrai n a&dhedlotofblsod gouldbnot have been discovered prior to his death

postf i ght reports noted t hat dadddmphassladdedhheatl b e e n

ai |l mearyingyoal | ed ficoncussioMcamdulBsaiom pgodmalesi
t he &%heMélbowneAge i n what was | ikely an elliptic
training habits, wrote that fM[@mengeoutsidethietwaldi ng u
boxing ring[emphasisadded but @Ai t i s rthatciscomstantds surrdudingau p p 0 s

“2ADencio To Meet MoOCarthy. o
MAaBoxing Sensat i oThe Agflahp4, 1921 phftp:/Blagowcai/ola.néaticle206707036.

AFilipino BlhaAgedalss, D2 ahttpy/nlaxgov.au/nlanews t i cl e206701244; AWor |l
Re c r e aMorkey July d4, 1921, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news t i cl e 7105 2 4 4 4Sydefi Gatholic t i ng No
Press July 7, 1921, http://nla.gov.au/nla.neadicle106256456S y d n €athdlis Pressontintedto refer to

Cabanel ads condi t-rmmoaemresudiahadsbeen publishadst e npasd ment whi ch he
inhisnative | and. o

Y53 The 13t The RaiywTelegraghduly 4, 1921, http://nla.gov.au/nla.nearticle239749839.

“AThe 13th Roundodo; ABoxiong Sensation: Death of Denci
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keen contest accentuated an ailment which was apparently little known of, and could not have

been regarded as very serious KBy the acquaint
This was a halfruth: the ailment may not have lpetaken seriously and its nature, both

upon arrival and thereafter, may haehwo®ghobteen un

their stay, it had warranted sufficient consi

triviality with which they reatedhis conditioni whatever it was, initially, and whatever it turned

intoT andtherk nowl edge of a bsuggestssden hcecardingma thd paueity of

contemporary medical knowledge and the even more meagre knowlddgpersonsthat

Cabanel adés handlers were not as credulous, an

have been believed. Th eprianta thaiGriguifightis iGmodsiblete | a 6 s

determine but we need not dwell on it; in the event, it did not cause his cpollapseendered

one much likelier and, afterwardts nebulousness allowed for a set of potent explanatory

mechanisms to be depled around itThese mechanisms were tools with whidmowever

genuindy and unhypocriticdy theymay have beensedi one couldobscurehe conditions

inherent to the sparthathadledt o Cabanel a6 stothd exasarbatioroof Htatp s e and

thereafterThese conditiondinally, were undergirded by gervasiveunquestionedand

ungquestionablethos of sacrifiethat bound alunderp r i z e f i g hitmanage®,drairters,r a | |

spectators, and fighters alikdo a contractvhich, well beyond mundane legalisptapturedhe

body andensnared theoul 148

“ABoxing Sensation: Death of Dencio. o
“8seeWacquant, fAThe PugiliBtic Point of View,0 492, 502
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A Ev e n Whb Bay fer Blood Must Not Speak Openly of a Man BeiigQu i t t er 0 O :
The Metamorphosis and Masculine Legacy of Dencio Cabanela

In 1921, Australiaahadexpectedo seean aggressive fighter wheschewed tacticand
relied instead on his ability to sustain punishment and intlioh larger and more experienced
adversariesHowever, pior to his acquaintance with Australian fightersl919 Cabanela had
often aroused the impatience, if not the ire, of awed but lukewarm Manila fans for his overly
cautiousapproachn the ring!*° Syd Godfreyobservedhat, because Cabanela seldom trained
more than four days before a fight, he had to
boxing ability and defensive skills to offset his reputedly poor conditioning, exerting himself
only once his oppom had expended much of lag/n energy**°

That which turned Cabanela from cageyitareles8wasa terround decision loss to
Vince Blackburn in June 1919 during which Cab
ringo until twhki dh fhdéd gotunfilt,pabiest oof | abhe fioc
for his e afTheGablendwbAmexi¢ancongludeéd that the u d @qwasdibg the

decision to Blackburn for being the more aggr

149 For examples dhis defensivestyle and criticism thereof, sgé D e nFores Bait Still Discussed by Fight

F a n GaplénewsAmerican February 12, 1918, https://gpa.eastview.com/crl/sean/?a=d&d=canal 94802,
iDenkliomres Bout Stildl NablenewshroepdarcMaieH 26,0918, c us si on, 0
https://gpa.eastview.com/crlm®?a=d&d=canal91803Z61 . 1. 4; A Denci o Wil | Mi ss Anoth
Contract wiCabene@wshmyericpnJualy, 16, 1919,

https://gpa.eastview.com/crl/sean/?a=d&d=canal913071R4.

Corbett, AThe Boxi ng Makoreniadtablé stilOnas tiogiyier to hislaferatioh, Inang .

doubted whethe€abanelaould even take a punch abelieved he possessed no punching pofer examples of

earlier assessments, seeHar ry Hol mes Picked to Out pGablenéewsAherinagi o i n G
March 1, 1919, https://gpa.eastview.com/crl/sean/?a=d&dx1919030D 1 . 1. 4; A Denci o and Godf
Rounds for L i gCableneviAqdritan September 2, 8919,
https://gpa.eastview.com/crl/sean/?a=d&d=canal913030R4.

Blipencio Stalling Ear |y iCableGowsimezican Jur@ilS/ %9, Bl ackbur n Wi n
https://gpa.eastview.com/crl/sean/?a=d&d=canal919308164.Aggressive fighteraeed not beeckless although
they dq by dint of their tactics, expose themselves to greater risk.
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teachh Cabanel a¥Sewrainesslbs . lbat er, o0 Baopuilisecjabk Joe Wa
of-all-trades based in Olongapamoated that fas, once wont to calabanela fi6c heese
champi onéébecause of his predilection for run
were now awed as he At hrwWatbrman clainged tbatthee nce t o
Blackburnl oss AWAS THE TURNI NG POI NT OF SihcEth& ANEL AG
night he has never run from an opponent and s
covering PBymdtewedmbeds , Cabanel abdbs style had #
where once he would stand off and stall, doing his fighting in the last minute of every round,
now he crowds i n and®Hwasr ulncihe]s kkatrhr i lkean dianba e
opponentg ener al ly [l eft] t Re&heCablengwsAmaritdnadebaat t er e d
final, crucial distinctionCabanela wasolongertheb o x e r ,  fihe 8ghtérfemphasisv
added] . o

WhatGeorgeBailieu had observedhen,was notignorance of crato€Ca banel ad s
O6nativebd trainerso6 iIinalCiabianigr aadisc anlpac h amg end wo
when he realized that his performances were sulgbote allto thevicissitudes of
prizefighting judgesndspectatorsHe had misunderstood a dual premise foundational to
American prizefighting: unlikéboxingpit was not solely a sport, but primarily a form of violent

entertainment; it was not solely, and sometimes not atadixhibitionof skill but, primarily,

2fipDencio Stalling Early in Contest Gives Blackburn Win
158 Joe Waterma, i Fi gBoxing Navémber 5, 1919.
154 |bid.

ADencio to Defend Lightwesght OFypywpi ag8i aGllilcnavs Eatyu HO &
American December 16, 1919, https://gpa.eastview.com/crl/sean/?a=d&d=canal 9041246

iDencio to Defend Lightweight Crown against Harry Hol

157 bid. For an examplef Cabanela not appearing fully committed to his new style, even after the Blackburn fight,
seefiDenci o and Godfrey to Go 10 Rounds for Lightweight (
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abouttwo men hurting each other. One Australian reporter noted this correctly: thddevho
claimed that Cabanela had been untaught and had learned nothing from Americans or
Australians, he observed that Cabanelainddedb e en t aught , sétheolobngi ng fit
boxing which believes that the solid punch is the most effective, if not the readiest way of
securing victory. It is the America¥ way of t
Cabanela had thought nesa boxer his loss to Blackburn tayht him otherwise

Despite his transformation, Cabanel abs rep
rumblings about his reluctance to fight never quite disappeared: Jack Munro, the man who had
paid to bringhim to Australia, hadavouredpostponing thdight against Criquifinally giving
way fonly to whatéTait t ol .d'%Tai mwaver,gemgatteti ng [ Ca
C a b a nafflictordveas of a differentilkforhn e Adi d not recall a ti me \
suffered as HKeorkitatlded, pareStiyetcallg, yiistablematéFrancisco
FIl ores fiknew more about his compbatrnotdései app:
ever tohave asked Flores abt it.** Nonethelesghe fight occurred andubsequent events, in
and out of the ring, suggest that Tait, Munr o
unmi ndf ul of tbutaireétly apritribited © gdetdrieratibntafter the first
collapse.

Firstt wemay r ecal | Cabanel ads corneré6s refusal

bout,during whichCabanela experienced his second coda@sly days beforestill recovering

BABoxing Sensat i oRorexabmea vbhxingfans &gressing their @refererfor this style in
performance and in trainingrough letters tdhe RingseeTher on Fi sk, fAWhat They Are Do
TheRing March 1927; Alnter estTheRngJlarmary1826s fr om Our Reader s

¥Corbett, fADencio Cabanela A Great Fighter.o
160 |pid.
161 |pid.
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from the Criquiand Symond$outs, Cabaneldnad been engaged in a vicious, threend

sparring session withaAustralianfighter, Jack Finney®? The purpose of theessionarranged

by Tait at Churchill s behest (the | atter had
good quality | ight boxer s to)hisupecanmthgantestbutive en t o
At est Fi n.n@Theéading Cabanelnad sered as the tool with which Tait and

Churchill might assess a potentshlortterminvestment® Second, aCabanela recovered from

the Godfreycollapse anexasperatedait blamedthe outcomen thefighter, bemoaning the

fickle nature of a talented but undisciplinatthlete Gt is a most difficult thing to getJabaned]

to train properly. He would never work in Manila, and still fought good battles as @'ale.

Tait, howeverthen added something th@ndemned his lack of managerial acumen, his

indifference or both A6 bJ]ut the | imit [in Manila] is 10
Au s t r & Cabameldiadindeedsuffered from an acclimation problémmot to climate, but to

ring conditionsHis poor training habitsevenif true, were immaterial: it would have been

virtually impossible for himeven healthyand weltconditioned to suddenlydouble the number

of rounds, especially against so formidable an opponent as Criguirthermorethe persistent

headaches following each collapse and the natuteedafollapse against Godfrashich,

®W. F. Corbett, 0ThaRefe@aayilh §92\hitp:/Inld.gov.au/nla.neadicle121157361.
Corbettnoted the sessic®® was t o have been a spar ébu.bFovasexpanastooon devel
of the forms and purposef sparring, ee WacquantBody & Soul 78 85.

¥Corbett, AThe Boxing World,o May 11, 1921.

184 1bid. We must temper these remarks, however, by acknowledgindistinct possibility that, especiallyut not
only) in this era, no one would have lookaskanceat this episoddt is also unknown how much or little Cabanela
had trained between fights.

1851 B 0 x iWeekly dudgelune 3, 1921, http://nla.gov.au/nla.neavtcle257891731.

166 |pid.
167 Anotherpossible explanation for thi@emindapse in judgement, besides indiffereroel duplicity, is thaif
Tait believed matching Cabanela with Criqui would makeeentualvor | dés titl e shot | ikelie

did), hemayhave taken the risknyway
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observers claimedhad not occurred because of a punch, suggested thahtdtkeet been

onor mal 6,bktesometking altbgether differtefrinally, although the blood clot could

not have been confirmed unti |l ,anéctdotalevidtace anel aob
from boxing trade publications had established a commrebetween the frequency with which

one was exposed to punishmant the concomitant deteriorationain epbysical and mental
faculties’®®*Cabanel adés handlers would undog\enhsd|l y ha\
youth their notions’ in many respects, genuinelyhélé f hi s bodyds §¢gnatur al
andt hei r bel i @éologicalimperatevesmthegypard it ldtle mind%° Nonetheless

they would have knowthathis tactics, especially with stdptimal conditioning (of which they

were aware)wereinviting serious injury or death

Yet this does not explaiwhy Cabaneli uncommonly stubborandself-assuredn and
out of the ringwont tocancel fightdor les®r motivesi elected to compete and train while
injured’® There werghysical constraintsn Manila, Cabanela couliight at anothewvenue or
withdraw his services altogethén Australia, no such opportunity existédls contract had been
signed with MunrpandT ai t 6 s presence | i kEergwasg hosvevered hi s
anothempossibleconstraintth e s p o r t sacsificeevihibhoascording to Wacquaiits t an d s

at the coref the occupational belief systemnf 6 pr i ,oeafei @it whg@gse Acore d

188 For a slightly later example of thiind of anecdotal knowledge, seepi ke Webb, dAdé6Payther Mend A
P e n a The Ringd/lay 1926.

189The time elapsed betweemany of thebouts, and thattendanexpectation that Cabanela would have had
sufficient time to recover, were likely factors, as well.

170 Decades later, Llew Edwards recalled the McCarthy fight for the Adeldédle claiming that Cabanela had

Acompl ained to me of a f ee [Georgg]|Bdilibusuggebtédxandeléng the figta, but g oi n g
Dencio would not hear ofthiseH sai d that he felt fit exkewBdvards,or t he th
AFhtgi ng t h erhefMiail Segieimbeo 1€, 1837, http://nla.gov.au/nla.nranisle55071745.

47



Astoical l y p uwt!CaonstapciolAmaldeonterids tipatmasculine identity in
prizefightingis never truly undisputed: it must constantly(tepresented to and
reacknowledged bthe public,andreconfirmed in the mind of the practitioner, as any identity
might, yet over and against pretenders and contenders whose purpose is to violently and
relentlessiytestitit i s, assuredly, both more unambi guou:
most!?As Cabanel ads transformation had shown, ad
rewards, while deviation from it subjected the fighter to scorn, ridicule, and, sometimes,
ignominy. Two accounts, published decades later, suggest the physical consequences of
subscription to and deviation from this ethos, respectively, and its perpetual tenuousness; they
also suggest that, although Cabanela appeautgardly, to have embraced its hold was not
irrevocable

In the first accountBert Spargo, former featherweight champion of Australia, recalled
t hat Cabanel ads fi nal causeddmagementsafghe crowsto Mc Car t
guestion his resolve, calling him Aoétthe | itt]
Rumaursof similar vituperations after hifirst collapseagainst Criqusuggest thatheevents had
allowedCa b a n el a 6 ®ongesagain begaeestonddis earlier tactics as a defensive
fighter, which had cost him a fighiccasimingh i s @A r a d i apgailentiybhddrmevegbeen o
forgotten, nor the barbs which had been thrown his way for avoiding that to which he was
expected to willingly, even gleefully, submilthe second accouna recollection of the Criqui

fight by its promoterJack Munrosuggests that, despite his new style, Cabanela exyess

"'Wacquant, APugs at Work: Bodily ChpBorérand B5Adi 9¥. La
2Arnal do, Jr., AdéUndisputieedé6 Raci alised Masculinities,

"Bert Spargo, n&Sha.r giorting GlobkMarctB24,c1%36, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news
article190321393.
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reservationgbout itlong after his transformatiarthat he may haveonesosolely through his

body is unsurprising, but appropridtéMunro, who had wanted to cancel the Criqui fight, only

to give ground to Tait wh edprovededsity suggeslibleobhce ut Ca
convinced in 1949 recallingthe fight for he SydneyHerald, Munroclaimedt hat #A[ f ] or t h
four rounds, the dancing, clever Filipino played with the Frenchriit@@abanela had, by all
appearances, r eviersttedd ttaoc thicss ¢©osfa fod tdy. Munro dg
the word to [ Cabanel a6 grlake hismaa goenrand[figlgmeghasisma b | y

a d d e'tiJabanela complied, briefiyhén reverted to his old tactics and, at the end of the

thirteenth round, Munro once again exhortedphegilistt o do fAsome real fight
Al h] e st i |:hehadnotdpmactntlyabserbed sufficient damaf@Munr o6 s

liking.t””We may recall what occurred nexiunrowas undoubtedly in attendanioet, because
Corbett 6s Highbhrepdri ddfersemarkerly, wve museat his accounwith some

scepticismif itistrue, westilc annot know whet her €abewet bhpé da
momentary questioning, if not quite repudiation, of the spectatorial imperative of bloodletting

if, quite simply, he had had to avoid direct engagement because of his weakenétlfstiate.

tale is apocryphalt nonethelessffers s an unequivocal expression of the kinds of risks, over

and above merely entering a ring to face an o

74| have foundvery fewinstanceo f Cabanel ads wandeven thessave apeyvere garaphrase d

moreover,t is impossible to know itheonly source withquotationavas genuine or embellishdéior examples,

seefiDenci o Dumpedo; fAWoul dJ¥bsuRYDbD e o CdblBnewstntericMdlay? J D u

28, 1920, https://gpa.eastview.com/crl/sean/?a=d&d=canal92@i528;Pabl o T. Ani do, #ALittl e
Fili pi n dribéhe Navember ?, 1930, sec. Magazine.

Jack Munr o, AFi gofThesSuntay Heraldhnuarye30, 193% httg:/#énka.gov.au/nla.news
article18463624.

178 | bid.
177 | bid.

178 have included it because of what it can tell us abo
fight reports published immediately after a figlainvary widely.
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However coercive iB ethognay have beerits potential rewardmay explain why
Caban&a (and, insimilar circumstances, Pancho Villa) competed while injuBedbscription to
it, coercive as it waandpervading the sport to such a degree that it hardly needed expression,
allowedoneto emlndy ai p ur i fmaegdn iafnided mascul i niantsenedryf 6 wi t |
| andscapeo oeahdconferedpeagieeotsoaidand,dor a select few like Cabanela,
financial) capital otherwise unimaginabl€.As we have seen, however, adhereaadgecould be
fluid T one needed natccepiit or haveinternalizedt to adherdo it, one simply hado manifest
it outwardly toclaim its rewardsWhatever reservationSabanelanay still have had were,
perhaps offset byhis adoption(and the recognitiom)f a public persona self-assuredassertive
independent he had earneperforming a crafthatentailed thesery (public) embodiment of
powerful individualmanlinessAnd indeed, tagic defeatalthough virtually ensured by the
contributions of ot her sof[hispeewoustallapaes i@ Aust@lEap al one
wrote one repoet, fit would seem that [Cabanela] was unwise in essaying [another] attempt in

t he ¥Hihg.body would Abe taken back to Manil a,

wi || be®decl ared. o

Wacquant, AThe Pugi IFiosrt iacc cPouinntts ooff Wiaebwa,noe |5al6ls. popul ar
embodiment of manhood, séeS mi | e s s aGallenesvbAmerican February 14, 1920,
https://gpa.eastview.com/crl/sean/?a=d&d=canal9200214. 1. 4; fAHer e He | s! Wil I He Sa

Get An ot h €ablerRwshmericand-ebruary 28, 1920,
https://gpa.eastview.com/crl/sean/?a=d&d=ca2@022801.1.4.

1898 Sp or t is nSydney €dthelic Presduly 7, 1921.

BliDenci o Ca b aBaeidr Kides Jup B A1 http://nla.gov.au/nla.neerticle45560270For the role

of the ethos of individualismmiplacing responsibility solely on fighterspmething dneeven by fighters

themselvesseeWac quant, fAWhores, Slaves, and St alddtionamag Langue
Boxer 9900 189
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The autopsy attribute@a banel ads deat K Tdit emdinedecircumspett c au s
about his role in the evenlbsit his partingremarks to Corbeb et r ayed hi s unease:
you that [ Cabanela] was to the natives of the
Australian fighter who had died in the United States a few \ezat®r, Adwas to Austr
you will understand whatHave to face. Thesnay hold me responsiblemphasis added]. He
was t he®Traiitdéos .rébeomar ks, besi des evincing the ¢
the cognitive dissonance elicited bydwmaedbds co
double failure. First, prizefightingvhich finds much of its selfistification in its putative power
to redeem bodg physically and sociallyyad failed'®* Secondthe conscious, recurring
deploymenbf thecolonials t a naeafives byAmericans ivolved withPhilippineboxing
(which we shall consider in chapter fivbowever dissimilat o0 t h dheisowreobjextives
may have beeand despit¢he absence aftate involvement iproducing prizefighters
suggested that the tutelaryopcti the edificgustifying continued and indefinite occupatioh
the archipelagd had failed alsoTherewasno more spectacular exampleitsffailure than the
death of Cabanela who, reports claimed, was idolized by millions of his compd@iriats
pleasurd o v i n g) ipteed’pilippnésvhere reportedly gighty percent of schoolchildren,
when askedhada nswer ed t hat Cawhalmad doae mosite adiiadce h e man

civilizaton[ e mphasi s added] i #®H the Philippine |1sl|l anc

B2 Wor |l d of Weoekerduwydd4, 1981In, o

BW. F. Corbett, f@ANati onal The Refeesglaly 27, 192F, http/nia.gov.aufmla.neRe mai n s ,
article121159229.

BiseeWacquant, fThe Pugi 11D;SugdenBoxhg and $ociefyd4 6% Aceomdingdtoldhd 6
Sugdeni mi s si onar a nadmafitceoumrniesrnt i a lalthpugls fee@sns ngh g1 Nemhdcal |
have fAbeen operationally wel ded duitsdctetcomompdpt o f or m t h

853 T h R & 8 nhily delegraphJuly 4, 1921.

y i
e g

51



In subsequent yeansoxing peoplgeriodically refleatkdon Cab ane lSanies de mi s

refered elliptically, to an inherenfiweakness that showed up when h

an effortritfaovc Clacndh,ydq had not hit [ Cabanel a]
|l i kely to cause serious injuryeée.[but] there w
thehemorrhage was accelerated by excitement, and had not been the result of@punch.

Ot hers, too invested in the sportds ideol ogi

(@]

A [6§Jomething must [have been] wrong wig[Cabanelaje [ but ] even tlloodse who
must not speak openl y Budhelraindhenmorahage,m@vipabic a o6 qu
knowledge, would forever exonerd@abanela i H e manky bttle chagemphasis added]
who gave the fans what they like for their moiieyc t %% n . 0

Others howeverexplicitly acknowledged (it leastconsidered) that it was this
6action6é style that had contr aformerepgondnto hi s gr
noted that A[ Cabanela] had the habit of dropp
This, incidentally, in my o%YRabldToAnidooimlaes t he <c a
ManilaTribunewr ot e, fAone sur e t hi rcticsoflating hishdag befhe nci o'
target of all sorts of heavy b%¥Anidosaddedctsat,imai nl vy
his younger days, he and t he-sfhiogpphtienr Tirwszeod twh

Anidohad fionce overheard [ Cabanel a] boast about

¥sid Godfrey, @Tou gSportB@GlabgOetsber®s, 1940, Wm//ala.gpwau/ola.news
articlel88817535; fAThe Re dhe AgwhanuarWies/, and Hi s Mel bour nq
http://nla.gov.au/nla.newarticle71776517.

B Hi s L a Jhe D&ly Npwsluly @, 1931, http://nla.gov.au/nla.newesticle83899297.
®Godfey, fATough Battles with Spargo. o
BWEdwards, AFighting the Filipinos. o

WAnido, ALittle Truths on Great Filipino Boxers.?o
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said, A6l al ways al | aastheywishnhteltyou, this head ofynindhie ad as
|l i ke stone. And | i ke my el bows, it can receiyv
their arms. 6 And [ CabaéfFalrgeinAeddoidbshaasou
perhapsthe mosttragc el ement of Ca b anreveliagnshe adtladionhis a f i ©
trade had conferred upon hilecameconvinced ashadthose around hif whether through
personal experience, the workings of discourse, oriboti hi s b odym@slienpet et er na
andpad the ultimate prie. If apocryphalits circulation nonetheless illustrates the extent to
whi ch Cab an epbpalérlg cofisibuddyas fwralamentally different from other pugilistic
bodiessunt i | %t wasnot

There is nothing unprecedenteduniqguea b out t he f act sothef Cabane
prizefighters have been considered preternaturally resipeggumed tthave lackedliscipline,
andhave died from their trad@r frompoor living conditionsafter their careasrhad ended)®?
Thepracticesn which Cabanela&ngaged, to which he was subjectuithe behaviour of those
around himwere not exceptional, eithérhat which isif not exceptional, then extraordinary
(and given the discourses in which they were roopsiihaps uniquejs the series of questions
and explanations which Cabanel ads exihist ence,

resiliency although individuallyemarkableand hisaversion to trainingalthough peculiar to

191 Anido. It is impossible to verifytha c cur acy of Ani danémighfuxtapasaitmetpgsthumouswh i ¢ h
tale of Ca b @&tonédf theédnsedidine lzall amd timegailonaking the latter if both aretrue,a haunting
beginning to a predictable end

1921n truth, it remained fundamentally differemtrespective of the circumstancéswvaseither fundamentally
impervious, or fundamentallyefective.

193 Accountsof b r o k ebrokembfightérs were common currey, even in publications lik€he Ring See, for

exampleJ oe Vil a, AShadawg dcheRinge Oka otber 1925; Edward Merr
Broken in Health and Penni | eBheRingBaopes 19250Dabied M. Panielf Back t
AFrom 6The Blackd -Hf stL@®y oD Hhe Thid RiggiMar¢chd926.t he Ri ng, 0
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him, were indissociable from his Filipiramdy.*** It was not his bodwlone thatvas considered
exceptionally resilientt was invested with adnheritedimperviousnesshich, irrespective of
his individual level otolerance to physical punishmentasshared with all other Filipino
prizefighting bodiesWhile thetragic death of other fighters might have brought on cries for the
abolition of the sport or \vdcesopersormipedspositisn i nv en
to dailure 6C a b a ndistigir@aryshortcomingsvere deeply individual and inescapably
collective, discursively woven into the fibre of his betffigVlost importantly, thesteatures
stemmed not solely from media representations and dissections of his tradyalthoughthey
were in assembling and uniting key componen@of n ¢ h o at easprFii 4 e fpii qhlot er 6 |
in theur-typeof Cabanela nor fromtheir illusory power nar, finally, from importing and
disseminating existing notions of Filipino difference to the prize ringasuye shall sedérom
thetechniquesvhich produceda particular kind of prizefighter whose style was likelier to
pr ovi dedbriageon injurygoninvite deatht®

Taitreturned o Mani |l a wi t h Macar iGtablematesvhowas one of
Abr ehkeeanr t ed over the d%Bautth \oifl [|hoisustiafi@payg aviinsjiott é G

Tait said, for the sport had just retgrbeen legalized throughout tRdilippinesand, although

194 For an example of thanimportance of race or ethnicity in the varying resilience of white fightersFssmek G.

Menke, fAHuman Fr ames DiThd RngApR a925.ForahlepunportedrbutSyaguey ct ur e, 0
influenceof racial or ethnic endowments on predispositions to fighting for white figlseess d war d Mer r i | |, |
Dempseyd6bMoPmoratef Pioneer Ame  MheRngFetBuarg IORGordRec or ds Sho
exampleof how énaturald inheritance was usehltnétehite xpl ai n th
0 et hni c deeKayegrhetPassysat of Prizefighting2, 32 36.

1956 Nat u ramsidentisadelementwith which opposite outcomes might be explairtké overarching strategy,
however, remained the santkeedefenseo f p r i z €&édengptivépowegFoishe circulation oftontradictory
discourses indenticalé s t r a teeKpuceaudl.a®olosté de savairl345. For an approach inspired by this
insightin an historical study see BedermanManliness and @ilization, 24.

3 Hi s L a Jhe D&ly NeWsuly@,1931.Thi s O6act i ond asbeffécive utatsvas of cour se
adopted primarilyfor its entertainment value

¥Corbett, fANational FuTheRefeleeuy@f19Denci o6s Remains, 0

54



AManil a al ways has a nmampmerewooldnovwseek o yid eregd K chxe
demané now and henceforth greater than eV Tait and Villon returedto an archipelago

swarming with increased pugilistic activigndTait promised Corbett that there would be many

Aaddi ti onal c r'8Sosmedceavouid megpd to radast them.
¥Corbett, ANational FuTheRefeleeuy®@? 192lenci o06s Remains, 0
199 |pid.
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ChapterTwo: A An | ndustri ous CRahchoe/dld, erank @GhlirchiRe v e nu e
andthe Business of Prizefighting

In January 1943, Damon Runyon, American newspaperman and writer, devoted part of
his syndicated columio a letter he had received frdormerFilipino pugilist Pete Sarmiento.
Sarmientchadnever quite achieved the level of fame, fortune, or tragic notoriety of his
compatriots Cabanela, Villa, and Moldézithehad been one of many Filipisto competan
the United States in the 1920%He never contended fortidle, but he faight and somtimes
defeated men who were world champions. Like maimgefighters he hung on too long and lost
a lot of moneyretiringfrom the ring in 1931, witlone hundred and nir{eecorded) professional
engagements to his credit and an alleged $150
suits and shirts andheRieghS teman dRinsl, hwhd saadd e
only for the®dayéand now. 0

WhenRunpn received Sar mifemgthd®sy mwiass inwe,r kti meg ¢
in Southern California 0 r efpoo t i admut eidicstdortun®?Despi te the col urt
subtitle (AFilipino Fighter Loves Had sf iWpaht elrob
who fAinever c¢clinchedod and h &ipinaf rsapc iaayle dt et rhaec iptuy
courageéonly recently de mon s?InsteadeRunyondevbtéedr e an
mostofhisc ol umn t o -difaf gaii reg,, meiefdhié hyrewdedi@itbeénany

shrewd fellows who have been in the business

2pamon Runyon, fAThe Brighter Si detroitBvenihg TpreshaouarFi6ght er Lo
1943.ForSar mi ent,cce 8BoeRecd Pete Sarmiento, 0 accessed Decem
https://boxrec.com/en/proboxer/10097.

lTheron Fisk, fANews f rThenRingQctebeSl028Foréd t @afx i Callainfcesdi ana Fi
masculinity, se&spafiaMaram,Cr eat i ng Mascul i ni ty jl1853B.os Angel esds Li

22Damon Runyon, fAThe Brighter Si detroitBvdnihg TpnestaouarFi6g ht er Lo
1943.

2031id.
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[ Sarmiento] and most of the other Filipino fi
602006s, 0 a fisomewhat skh aChaws$tChiirchid, Ruogoé wratenwas Fr an
a paternal figure Awho seemed to really regar
had great affe®Heonhbhdr aShirmi adveroi sing conc
named Taitwhenhg ot hol d of Pancho Villa, o whom he wo
overseeing/i | tisatbs t he wor |l ddos ffPPYywkeli ghs shamepsonpai
for Churchill and leceddieTai t, who had remained in the Phil
Filipinos as fa%t as they developed. o

Villads success and Siaglimarethetextrénses tblitangel a mor o u
the theme of this second chapter, the business of prizefigBiagter onexplored the
prevalence and influence of discourses and their impact on the perception and construction of the
performances, death, and performaimcgeath of one fighteryhile chapter twaconsiders the
role of the business of prizefightifignot merely its discursive and promotional practites its
routine, everyday, material practices, foim crafting a novel, contexdpecific racial formation,
a commodified identity applied @imosta | | Filipino fasgmitzefsi ghther 60
human being who could not biight, avirtual Philippine Gaw materiabnearly as reliable in its
inherent properties a®pra orsugarr®R u n 'y o n 6 kintsatall theelereenferming the

substance of this chapter: the notion that most Filipino fighters were possessed of special

222Runyon, fAThe Brighter Side.o
205 | pid.
208 | pid.
207 | bid.

208 For a strikingly parallelexample of the human bodya$ nat ur al resourced in the Phil
Genevieve Clutariods work on beauty pagearGengvieverA. t he Phi
Clutario, AThei Appé&lat anoceal o mFi Bopy, -CNRampaigo, Wniverityngfi r e 0 (
lllinois at UrbanaChampaign, 2014).
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attributes thatandered them fit for, and desirable as, reproducible commodities in the prize ring;
the role of busi nes s mdwmdsiyimereaboQttwhomeniuchlliketha s 6 s h
fighters they managed, little was known and as dark, paternal shadsins/er areersand,
finally, the revenue generated during what Ru
impact on production, and its role in manifestations of power and agency in th&%port.

The chapter begins wit h daterWhichl eohtengpliate iisc h o f
role as Cabanel ads O6successor doodhhdn,lfeturatoo e mbod
Manila Bay to examinethe practices onto which discourses were gca#ind through which they
were transformethto a new, pugilistic identityFinally, | consider agency in the sport by turning
to an example of collective action kheir 6averag
6commodi f inmaghave eahestrumentalized for their own gain, before concluding
with an episode of discord between Churchill and Villastrating the agentic limits and

possibilities conferred upon Villa by his elite status.

209|n 1921 ,the spordrew itsfirst milion-d oIl | ar gate; by 1923, t hethelMevar Vill a
York Timeseportedthat mdre people enjoyed ring matches, and more money was paid to promoters and boxers,

than in any other single,fymar ti nHa sh eB ar rsd MenwNerkorf D ihrei sg
Times1921sec. Sports; MANew St an dNewdmkTinedDecamber Mplo2B,tsec.Dur i ng 1
SPORTS.
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AThe Most Gl orious ExponenHi sofRatcheed :V iPtaanlcihte
Citizenship, Capital, and Tutelage

Pancho Villa was never born, he was inverité@ihe man who would become him was
born 1 August 1901, in lloilo, to what oneporterde s cr i bed as fAav#®#rage nat
Details of his early years are even scarcer than for Cabafiddg according to one
contemporary reporhadsimplybeen a fibaref oot boyérunning aro
c aneb#tanklepgectreikehe fiemerged from the canebrakesbo
Mani | aér agg e &Pmaods litHey mughrofyit.cantradictory, was said about his
condition or his time in Manila before becomi
streess hi s home, 0 a firagged urchi Thangicco uat e dnd
inconsistency is unsurprisingritten well after Villa had become famous, their purpose was not
to offer an accurataccounbo ut t o b ut t r e s-legitimatingnarétivegAs with g 6 s s e
virtually every other pugi b)steetfighter h@ppensugantne st or

sport, displaysinaptitudethatis discovered by an older male figure and, afears of training,

2For accounts of urcthrreboratediby llssse@ Eageir git ®, Mat ch Vi lla with
Fl ywei gh tWadhiogton TiseAagust 9, 1922, https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84026749/1922
08-09/ed1l/seql¥y ; il n Memor y ThefLeathernmedQuanticV, UhitedeStates: Marine Corps
Association, July 25, 1925); @AFilipinobs Rise in Ring
Pancho Vill a, OncWashngtdreHealgDecsmbaes 2Z6t 1 28982; John L. (1 Kk:¢
Reaper Removes ThewRing$eptentber 8925t ar s, 0

'l n Memor y o fForRdditioodinformdtion dipatV io | birthdameand hisorigins seefi Eager t o
Match Villa with Buff in Bout for Flyweight Honorso; A
O0Heroesd Turn Green: Pancho Vil l a, zOamdéng#oMihaelf , Ear ns
Merino, From Pancho to Pacquiao: Philippine Boxing In and Out of the Ritigdle (Mandaluyong City,

Philippines: Anvil Publishing, Inc., 2013)j 12.

22Dorgan, fAGrim Reaper Removes Two Fistic Stars. o

2BDorgan; #fAVilla Says HewYbk&isesIhNne 19, M23sshc. SPORTS.r o w, 0

2YAFilipinobs Rise in Ring Game Would Make One of Alger
Earns Titleo; Dorgan, AGrim Reaper Removes Two Fistic !
25Considerin Pancho Villa's |life reads | i kanidealcaptioeforce. OFr om
Pancho's |life history, o6 or, AVvVilla's rise from a baref
athisweight r eads | i ke a Dadarcgam,n fsGroirny . e aSpeeer, Removes Two Fi s
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redeems either himself (in elevating his social status) or his body (which, in some cases, had

been sickly before boxing saved gmergingaa @A qui nt essent i al Hor ati o
body.0*'® The inconsistencies across accoyatsnetimes, even within the same account) and the
uncertaintyabow/i | | ads, rieat dhaymmattered; rather, they
purposet o i |l l ustrate Vil | a dszefightingrhadeshimeosé'Beforeunp er s ¢

it, he wasnvisible; without it, he would never have existéd.

Villads first boxinmgutéfatmhielriopiwaes mame dC hkirmr ¢
Vila.?®?Even after Churchil/l became Villabds manage
figureinthefighte 6 s | i f e, ac c o mpAmericantnipy®Ittwiastkelyno hi s f i r s

accident that young Villa should become involved with the Olympic: several accounts note that
Paquito Villa worked there as an assistant matchntakéri | | a6s early career r
Cabanel adbs: both were precocious talents who

defeated most of their opponefsMere months after appearing on a charity boxing card to

2bWacquant , AWhor es, Sl aves, and Stallions: Languages o
Wacquanthoweverwr i t es of a r el a taetdbiognapkigskong, simidahvaew ges&agaden,d
Boxing and Society1 91 92.

2"Forexampleii Gr i mrReRepm v e s T wmoviBestwotdéidd sStoavresy 6 st ories: the
Villa noticetheboyé pl ayi ng at boxi ngo ithebayhasgingaraudyha ©lgympic.Fdie secon
selectecexamples of similar origin storidsom The Ringthatplay on similar tropes, seger anci s Al ber t ant i
Weighing Only 101 Pound§or por al | zzy Schwartz FougHWheRiHgFebruway | nt o
1925; Tim McGrath, AHow YodbeRhg GIufF§yolS2artEdahcss CAlFbel
Messenger Boy to Leadi ng CoheRiegbsebemberfl@e28or fightgghas wei ght Hon
6 u n p e before the €port makes thame seeWac quant, AWhores, Sl avfes, and St a
Expl oitation and Accommodation among Boxers, o0 188.

28For fighterso6 fAi mpersonation of a c¢hasaWacguwammtn,d MThaes

Pugilistic Point of View,0 501, 514.
2 oPunchod Pa nSydney Spoassnadaly 21,0925, bttp:/nla.gov.au/nla.newticle167183241.
20fFilipinobs Rise in Ring Game Would Make eRAWaif,of Al ger

Earns Title. o

2lgeeDorgan, fAGrim Reaper Removes Two Fistic Starso; dFi
Al gerdés O6Heroesdé6iTuman OGneenA MWandhoEHYrns Title. o

22 o0e Water man, 0 A RsfereeBdcamben 21, 18211, htippa/mai.gbvaay/ma.news
article121164286.
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raise money for Cabanel ads wi dcavsodnmighingwaung so
mere one hundred and three pounds, and possessor of both the flyweight and bantamweight titles
of the Orient, dwketeditonofGabdnal@yt Aswith&Labanela i
Villads handling of pevedtoGhurchyl and &ait,dnc.dhattte wasi st r a l
ready to take on the best in the wofttBut the best would not yet come to Mariil¥illa

would have to go them.

In Septembel 922, ®me two months after alighting éimerican shorewith Churchill,
Villa defeatedhe American flyweight champion Johnny Buiifi July 1923, helaimed the
worl dés titl e.2WrFoQuorbeltreponted thdittwi dlkei n an hour or t

receiving thenews Mdhnilawasat [ h i s ]reaflyadcedd léd i d d i 24ABemabe

GutierrezaFi | i pi no fight manager, remarked that nAé
crowdét hat al | #&"Rapbrfeis,as thenlsad dore ovith ([Cabdnetd;laimed

Villa as Athe young man who has mihashebne Phi | i
since Admiral De wey é3\ii || behidvaments wereMradisputabie bulB a y . 0

28WatermanFor Vil l ads appearance on the chbndey Ehidkeoi agy

Shadows of t he CGasityid, everstodayfrtuallyehe bntymeans of support fancapacitated
prizefighters and their familg and for the families of deceaseirgfighters.

224Seefl Ri n g Sidaay Sportsmaduly 11, 1922, http://nla.gov.au/nlanews t i cl e167189524; ARi
Sydney Sportsmaiovember 7, 1922, http://nla.gaw/nlanewsar t i cl e167185699; Thomas S.
Vill abds Ghe®efdreeObtioler,25, 1922, http://nla.gov.au/nlanews t i cl e127926541; AFEili
Ring Game Would Make One of Algerds OHammesDi tTluen; GW.ef.
Corbett, A MyeRdéfereetabuarg 24,1623, http://nla.gov.au/nla.nenticle128114069.

2°egJames J. Corbett, AVilla Startled W&redtFallsSribunet Worl d
November 8,1922 fAVill a Says He DblRiss NOar We tsth, ttoh &€rfoavr mer wor |
champion, bore no relation to W.F. Corbett of Australia.

26\, F. Cor bet t, ThaRéferetlulyt2® 1HOA3pHitp:/Mla.gov.au/nla.nearsicle128112559.

2"The Count, AChildrefnes nAtd eT &Ki o llte SpoaingitGmheN@amadsi adn i | a, 0
1923, http://nla.gov.au/nla.nevesticle184814371.

22 Sent Over to AdvertiFEeWdshngtaniiing§ctobéri28, 1922. Wi ns Ti tl e, o
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what, precisely, was their role in, or usefulness to, the Philippine n&mretalAmerican and

Australian reportersadsuggested that, to Filipinog,i | hcaomglishmenta/erematchless

the Philippines were not only best advertised by fightersnow worthier of attention because

of them furthermorefighterswerepeerless within the naticand their achievementseemingly,

worthier than anyTempering of this enthusiasmoweverwould come from Philippine

guartersCorbett had also reprinted an item from the Philippiesaldin which an unnamed

Filipino writer (presumablygiven the tone and content of his essagnembenf the Filipino

elite) placeVi | | ads physical prowess, and its implic
perspective.

The author acknowledged that to deny or be
manifest ingratitude and mean entireignaorc e of #€hé fHatevedodferh ent h
hisvictorywasan expression of the Ad6intense aatisfac
A dpopul 2This enthoslasméad not been misplaigethh 6 [ i ] be indicative afack
of sense of proportiofgemphasis added] to say that Pancho Villa is a nationab héweptin
proper perspectivéyowever his accomplishmentserved several, useful functiofis.First,

A6 Villads] fists of st eoefl tghiev @28léicep ntaoo .tidhdg Vs U
art, which masters all the secr ehtisdisapfine,boxi ng,

the kind purportedly still lacking in Filipinos, yet presumably indispensable for self

2°Corbett, fAMy Notebook,o July 25, 1923.

230 |pid.
231 |bid.
232 |bid. EspafiaMaram, however, aterves that prizefighting as far g u a b | grgatizederecreatienal p o p ul a
a ct i did notyarouwse the disapproval of fiies ma l-d p ppeilft ed el i te of the [Filipin
California; seeEspafiaMaram,Cr eat i ng Mascul i ni tylaj7d. Los Angel esds Lit!
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government®® Therewashardlya better metaphdor the current ability of every Filipino to
master themselves, to fully participate in the administration of the fpaldtic, and to weather
the trials with which it would be faced, than the body of Villa, a man of humblest®gpable
of exercisingsupreme selimastery throulythe monotonous, endless rigours of training and in
the heat of almost weekly batté.

Mere physical prowess, however, was not sufficient, for every display of Filipino ability,
in every arenaofintecat i on, was met with a countermove ba
6abilityé signaled o6current readiness, 6 then
forever fraught with the promise of future readiness but current inadsiiRyysicd prowess,
moreover, could too easi | y6Thus, thedauthancostended, as Op

cel ebration f or Wiinddedhhadio baidithmeervee mema s mnwvaatsi o n a |l

based on empéeyrpasdediddgreat athletic victori.

veritable national triumphs®d06 was because Fil
fully appreciated the lessons in citizenship st ensi bly i ncatcamned. tim@&Th
aut hor wrote, fAdédsignifies t hAnaessential partodduisocal i n a

organisingl e mp h a s i $°Buat, dodobsgriers@bo might equate Villa with the entire

Philippine nation, who might measure their progtesfis accomplishments alone, the author

2Corbett, AMy Notebook,o July 25, 1923.

24For VillaosiBokRececPadchoe&jl |l a,d accessed-January 1
pro/9433.
25F i | i papichadaepiion and mastery of the sport might prove they were physical equhkst they were at an

earlier stage of physical and social evolutidhe intelligence and personal discipline required to master the sport

might prove that Filipinos possessgiscipline and reason equalttmat of othersor that their development of ring

skills was attributabl e, prallegalypretlisposedtthem ta leatnpandanasterd t y t o
martial craft.For a similar discussion of this tugf-war in American assessments of black prizefighters ke,

The Pussycat of Prizefighting1i 36.

2%6Corbett, AMy Notebook,o July 25, 1923.
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of fered t hi s omeafaur natommat peaksd Neiisl tHe aole wihsch is assigned to

him in the different manifestations of our national, ltfee most glorious exponent of the vitality

and the energof hisracd e mp h a s i &’ Viladwasthdsa syl ofone aspect of the

Philippine nation, but not the whole Philippine nation, a token rather than a synedeéoahg,

his victories would belongp Filipinos and Americans, vindication of theoloniattutelary

project and the coll aboration of Filipino eli
another reason for the cementing of the cordial relations which exist between Americans and

Filipinos. For [ Vil | ap]péiinse sa na nhdo ntoht® blbntiht etdo Stha

Forsome Filipinost hen, Vi | | a 6tsbe gualifier asdess thare herdie get
more than novelButmoveltyh ad pl ayed a r ol e warldtitle\shot; itwwodlds obt e
play no smaller a role after his victo¥.Two days aftewinning his world championshjphe
New York Timesxpressed its amazement at the feat, reiterating whigtrecently, had been
thedoxaof (whitegpugi I i sm: Al n Fistiana no stranger th
of the British fl ywei*yhtl Vidabdesmpno grimpartenhy a Mal a
howeverlike the unnamed Filipino author, tiégme® r epor t er s aw oohdidgl adés v
to the credit of the United States, for A[Db]o

our s ubj &Baththe Broeprleporie@nd theauthorfrom the Philippinesierald were

237 Corbett.
238 | hid.

2RJi mmy Wil de Ma ywashiagton Foistdanch 7, 1923THe pronibters thought th¥illa,
Aibecause ofo hdamd nhaitd omtaylig,y fi proved agaterneagnetyfrom hisdebdt e r i ng @
hered and, therefore, would be a better draw than American flyweight champion Frankie Genaro.

208 A Mal ay QNevaYork Timgslune 20, 1923.borrow doxadfrom Wacquat, expanding its reach to

encompass the historical context under scruBgeWa c quant , A Pugs at Work: Bodily C
Among Professional Boxers, o0 88.
241 |bid.
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convinced that prizefighting, absent the involvement of the state, had successfully inculcated
Villa with valuessimilar to thoselerived from statsponsored athleti$?V i | Wwakd s
discipline, according tothEBimes was A not  efarfd Ml yédasapuleered n e d
indol ent and fappteasuraéoling pdome, addiceea ts leright colors and
knowing little of the value of moneybut indicated thaperhaps some Filipinos now possessed
suf fi ci eirorsomeatbnpgd®i t y 6

But Villa was no common labourePrizefighting of courseis similarto other forms of
labour, less evident in performance, which is both product and labour, than in training, which is
entirely labour** As Wacquant notes, training is tirbeund andigidly segmented, subject to

nearpanoptic scrutiny (from traineréstablemateéfriends, and family, and requires a

mustering of the bodyds forces in precise, pu
to replicate consistently and with sustd effectivenes¥® There are, however, significant

differences that separate it from other forms of material prodycton a me |l y, a fhi gh
control over the | abor processes andthannparall
notionthati i s the fighter, most of faildhvalewaion wi | |
of the idea of Adbeing [their] own boss6é and
e f f &*tFurthermoregiven thepoor remuneration at most tiers bétsportpassion is

242| have found only one accounhere itwasreportedthat boxing was taught in schoatsthe PhilippinesSee

The Count , AChildren in the Kinde Mhpeeishoother&Engests es Ar e

corroborate iand, in fact, limited evidence suggetttat it was not taught in schools, despite the fervent desire of
O0boxi ngforptmebersd. 8@ Teachi ng School BoPef € Bexmddomemper 151 t
19109.

A Mal ay Champion. o

24 To claim thatrainingi s fApur el y | ab o withér; séewacquantBody & SaullasP8 tr ue,
SugdenBoxing and Societyb1.

Wacquant, fAThe Pugilistic Point of View,0 502.
248 |bid.
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required to sustain prolonged engagemeintg ht er s, t hen, fAresembl e t he
do the classical proletarian of Marxian theory: they are small entrepreneurs in risky bodily
perf or?idhnecsee. odi f f er ences cont riibusigoavhitho pri zef i
encompasses h e  sfqudatibn@l £thosf individualism?#®
Villa, then,not only redounded to the credit of the United States, he was becoming
American: his discipline as anrear was not solely, or at all, the discipline of a pliant labourer
but that of a tireless, budding capital®ibmitted to capitabut asits active agent and producer,
not merelyasthe channel through which others might funnel it. He was an individoaéreign
subject(as Cabanela had bgefully in control of and responsible fais fak, inside the ring and
out . Predicting that fASefYor Villads share of
substance Timedduthar cohcludedi [ t hdher e st andsclalancho Vi

fighting man and an inustrious collector of

“"Wacqguant, fAThe Pugi |SeesalsdWacqRamtBody & Sodi 66 \For dadily capitaldse.
Wacquant, KPuBedaltyWGapital and Bodily ia7a8b,80For Among Pr
building up what must be destroyed,s8&a c qu ant , 67; Wacquant, ATheForPugi | i st
poor remuneration, fighters working second jobs, and the need for passion to sustaament, seeS. Kirson

Wei nberg and Henry Ar ond, BfoTxhetme@ancdoauma of Bariolafy7,neCb |l t ur e of
(March 1952): 46865, https://doi.org/10.1086/221014; Wacqududy & Soul 46; Sammonseyond the Ring

237; SugdenBoxing and Sociefy188 89.

28Forillusio,seeWacquant, fAThe Pugilistic Point of View, o0 493;
Bodily Labour Among5hi®8pfWasgqgoaal, BoWeoses®, 8S|l aves, and
Exploitation and Accommondatth eo ns paarrotnéys Bentdsade incof 1i9nld i vi d u

disguising the exploitation of fightersee Wacquant, 189 1; Wacquant, AA Fl eshpeddl er ¢
and Profit in the Pri zef iBplngand§oci&88p186) 18§92 Borcdther 29, 35; S\
examples of the effects ofghwin ethe of individualism and sacrificeeWe i nber g and Arond, AThe
Culture of it6®Pe Bmaxeguamt46ZiPugs at Work: Bodily Capital

Boxers, o 85.

A A Mal ay GCGbrampi bncolcation of bourgeois values throug
scale civil i zWancgg unaanct h, i snfiel,lnoe Psleiegnit | iof Vi ew, 6 499; Wacquan
Capital and Bodily Labour i8mSugdenBe&xmgadnkeSodeiyi83) BO092.Boxer s, 0
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Capital and FilipineAmerican collaboratio were the sum and substance of the trip
(more aptly, the true ends and the ostensible ewtts¢h FrankChurchill seldom let anyone

forget Prior to the Buff fight, Churchld s At hr eef ol do objective for |

battl i ng miwhgioaévelop ¥ilaanddtablierda®Elino Flores for Villa to
contend for thevorldc ha mpi onshi p, and Ato show peopl eéwh;:
glove gameinthe Phl | i pA°M @td]n.go Vi | | a fAagaowodsldensare | sui t ¢

his developmentanthte hecti ¢ fight schedule attests to
thisgoa®'Vi | | ads title shot, meanwhi ltebfingBudfto been
Manila had been rebuffed, as it were, as had earlier attempts by Churchill athlereig names

to theislands®*Thee f f ort s had been funded by fAManil a me
pl anterséanxious t o amhdedgoot whatalefititihereisafterthei nt r y, o
house i g3Undeterrethreddtillpdaying with house money;hurchillthenconvinced
thesebusinessmen to fund an American #HChampions would come and,dmut a convincing

enough showcase of histwtob oy s, 6 no matter the outcome, wou
we can build up boxing in the Philippines as a result of this trip we shall be well rewarded for

i 2 0

A Eager to Match Vil lwaeiwihth H®wfofr sii® Bout for Fly
251 |bid.

285eefi Ll ew Edwards for Worldoés Champi dmefRéféergeMay 21/il¥1BO,nce Bl a
http://nla.gov.au/nla.newa r t i cl €1 20304407 ; W. F. TdReféreelurie 25, I9h e Boxi ng
http://nla.gov.au/nla.newarticle1203036138.

23 Geo. Baielsit e thia Refe@eNavember 19, 1919, http://nla.gov.au/nla.newtcle120299934.

®fEager to Match Villa with Buff in Bout for Flyweight
Title. o
255 |bid.
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After Vi | Vicody sver Buff, Churchill claimed he had always had other designs
besides fame for Villa, fortune for himsed#indincreased revenue for Manila Americans
Prizefightingwould beyet another way Filipinos might prove theirwarfhd These boys i f
get their chance will prove to the world that Filipinos afiglating people; game, courageous,
fast i n mind ZaSeveralfmanghs lateChurchilboffeyedh tost complete
reflectonVi | | adhasdudidopsoved t hatbbutibiepiones | amaen t ihg
here, | mean to prove that whaer the Filipinos can do in a prize ring they can do in politics, in
commer c e, a r*dTha relatidnship betwegmizebighting excellencand excellence
in other spheres, and how Churchill expected to prove this, remained ubgatdds convtion
was notthe naive enthusiasm of the dilettantee was speaking as an authority on the country
and its inhabitants:

| know the Filipino people about as well as any man knows them. And | know

those Filipinos as a hard working, courageous,iatedligent people, who not

merely are worthy and competent of independence and control of their affairs, but

a nation of people which, if given a chance, will rise up within a generation to

ranking as one of the most important nations in any part of dinlel #?®

Seldom had the three 6inclusionary racistao
exquisitely intertwined or so explicitly stated in the pugilistic realm: the family metaphor
embodied in the paternal dédchgiureér @ d Chetrtcedi | 1 h:
evolutionary narrative expressed, its goal expedéad,its legitimacyalidatedin his assertion

that it would take no more than a O6generation

natiors (thus, they wer@aot yet quite readyet); and the tutelarassimilationist narrative

®6Corbett, fAVilla Startled Whole Sport World in Title B

®"Frank G. Menkée &ThopdhelRefedeelandarys1826,httpdnla.gov.au/nla.news
article128108081.

*®Menke, fAThose Little Filipino Gladiators.o

68



illustratedin his confidence that prizefighting excellence was but one benchmark of Filipino
progres (bearing, somehow, almost equal significatecpolitics or commerceah a colonial
6school 6 th@vti i fews]lerpnacsHligr-American interactio?® In
Churchil |l 6s e a rizefightirgytaccdmplishments aaddrety beerpenghmarkef
physical prowesanddevelopmentexisting almost indegndently of others; higvisions
rhetorically linkedthemto those in other spheres while simultaneously acknowledging the

b e n ¢ h nraerndl bigrarchy (and a c ¢uiesit achievability for Filipinos): individual,
corporeal achievements preceded laspaial developments.

Churchill was probably not entirely disingenuocgnstanexposure to these narratives
must have wrought some level of belief inth#° But invocation of, and consonance with, the
narratives of &éinclusionary raci smd@gforddingul d no
so ignores the expediency of garbing a sport that continued to meet opposition from Filipino
elitesi upon whoseollaboration the American colonial state relieth the verynarratives that
legitimated and encouraged collaboratiand its objectives’* Therewas likely nobetter way to
ensure that his business, still unsavoury to many elite Filipinos, contisuetrammelledas

possible?®?

259 Kramer, The Blood of Governmer201i 3.
%0The same may be said for punperiediedesmptivépowei pti on to prizef

%1Thenarrative f 6 i nc | u s weserna eleynewhase forsn iebnot changed buvasbeing usedo
defend an endeavowhose central featuiiethewilled, graduaj andcertain degradation of human bodiewas
entirelyoppositetd h e s e n @vowed)toljedvesofauplifting and upbuilding thenfor the use of identical
di scour ses i n 00 pdpecesultltae/olonté desavdil845i e s

262 There were several episodes, overdberse of the 1910s, of Filipino elites making life difficult @nurchill

andTait;, see,forexamplef Ci t y Fi scal |l ssues Warrants for Tait and Vi
| s | a@ablsrewsAmerican December 23, 1919, https://gpa.eastview.com/crl/sean/?a=d&d=canal9191223
01.1.4; AEddie Tait Acqui t Calenewshime@anadunal7zilez, Wi t hout A L i
https://gpa.eastview.com/crl/sean/?a=d&d=canal9200817.3.
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Villads share of the gaitwasafeportddbl82379 hi s Vv
negligible compared to Wil debs 1#®Bll6vbtheO 00, but |
championshig®® For Churchill, whoselub had reportedly been paying Villa a monthly salary
anddefraying all expenses, ¥ary must have been equal parts affirmation and relie@irchill
had known he Ahad the goods, and oealyy had to
market % Sincethen, Vilahadh pr oved a veritable gold mineodo f
had once prospected for the real thing in the Klon#fid®ut the manager also knew the toll
prizefighting exacted of all its practitionete had to ensuydirst, that he could continue to
produce fighters who, although not as exceptionally talented or as skilled as Villa, might possess
some of his characteristiemd, second, that he could continue to produce and maintain demand
for a certain kind of fighter. Carroll D. Alcott, writing fGthe Ringobserved [Viila] was a

sensation and every one [sic] opined twhat éChu

more | ike this jabbing, dafeEomfgumwatl ellcat Edadi &
pl enty more ®Hack in Manil a. o

Vi lla and Wil de NdwrYerlkTink9uhe 25,9923, &a. SRORBScording to the U.S.

Bureau ofLabor Statistic8CPI Inflation Calculator, this amount corresponds to $206,088.66 in June&22.

iCPI I nflation Calculator, 0 accessed December 20, 2022

%4W. F. Corbett, @AWt hArmow Saptdmbgi7, 11928, attp:/nlalyey.aufravs g , 0
article103540365.

263 pid.

%6Carroll D. Alcott, ABoxing in PhilippinesTh&Ring Bi g | mp
October 1928.

267 bid.
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AN | deal ACultigatingaPnmeintiop pi n e ,0893anbing Kldumanr i a |
Export Commodit

Most prizefighters, Filipino or otherwise, were not elibat mostFilipino prizefighters
irrespective of theiability, style, ortactics in the ring, were said sharecharacteristics with
their more elite peers by dint of their nationalitydeed, he elte represented the apex of what
was, at bottom, a pugilistic (or pugnacious) idenpiytatively intrinsic to all Filipinos.
According toThe Ring s Al cot t :
The development of boxing in the Philippine Islands has kept pace with its
politics. Anyline of endeavor that has for its principal ingredient, the art of
fighting, whether it be debate or fistic in nature is welcomed by the advancing
Filipino. His fibre is of such composition that he must sock someone or get
socked. The ring and the courtrs have furnished him with an outlet for this
fiery temperament and he manages to keep consistently in the spotlight of the
world. The Pacific wards of the United Sates are a nation of lawyers and
boxers?¢®
Filipinos did not merely make good fighters, tivegrefightersi it was simply that some
did their fighting outside the ring. Thisideawa®t t he product of ,sport sw
but the result of a conscious and mutually reinforcing procesgafation exchange between
actors in the pugilistic realm, continually reinscribing bodies with existing racial formations,
which we examined in the first chapter, and the routine, material practices at the point of
production, Manila Bay,which we shalhow examine, producintperebya new racial formation
uni que to t he-aspproirzte:f itghhet e6rF6i Iciopmimood i ty i dent it

There i s nothing novel about ackhudtheleedgi ng

are many things whsippah zmdk @ httree 66 Fidleingiingy r ema

2%8A] cott, fABoxing in Philippines Got Big | mpetus with V
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unique and unprecedented in prizefighting, or any $pidfirst, the consistency amersistency

of its features: while there were some contradictions, variations, and discrepancies between

authors and ar time, the core elements making up this ideiitgynall stature, youth,
aggressivenesandresiliencyi were consistently invoked (often, all at once), almost without

variation, over more than a decade. Second, the extent to which this identitytheifreation of

the fighter as a commodity t hr ougdssedioroathe mat er
reliability of the article being boughtft we f ol |l ow Mar x i n defining a
by its properties satisfies human wantsad me sort or another, 0 whose
reality[ emphasi s added] only by usaspripegfi glhhimhsudmpwa ® |
most reliably satisfactory of commodities, becoming real, not solely through repeated discursive
invocatian but alsothrough repeated physical performance, use, and (disconcertingly frequent)
consumptiort’® Third, although the Olympiw/as not the only club in the Manila Bay araad

not every Filipino fighter of note was managed by Churamiéiny of the mogbrominent
exemplars of the Filipino 6typed who visited
fighters. That such a distinct and wa#fined identity should have emged around Filipino

fighters was no accident: it was the result of an extremely localized, concertedpeifiaipally

by one athletic establishmetd producean identity that would appeal to farie createand

289t is arguablyunprecedented because, althootjrer ethnic, raal, and national groupsould besaid tobring

t heir own G&tothespriza ingtleerconsistency with which these features were invoked did not approach

the consistency with which they were invoked for Filipino fighters who, moreover, aleprsesented a distinct,

territorially separate, geographical ufiore oftend i scussi ons of group Ocharacteri s
in a domestic American context with bl ack Auniguei cans an:
becausehis identity wasrafted principally througlef the efforts of one establishment, the Olympic Athletic Club.
Consider, for contr ast , blagkAmdrigan &etehsieightirg styledvhishdhadslistincon o f t |
social origingbut was not engineered lysmall set of actorsee RobertsPapa Jack?25.

210Karl Marx, Capital: A Critique of Ptitical Economy ed. Frederick Engels, trans. Samuel Moore and Edward
Aveling, vol. 1 (Moscow: Progress Publishers, 1996), 27,
https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/download/pdf/Capitalume-1.pdf.
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maintaindemand for itand most impeotantly, to produce fighters whaould, in turn,fit this

identity 27

Small stature was a prominent feature of Australian and American assessments of
Filipino prizefighters. George Bailieu remarked matef act |y t hat A[t] her e a
Manila.aThe Fi |l i pi nos &4%Bg1923atte Philippinasthad,prodiiced, ctording
toAu st rSportingg@abe one crui serwei ght ??dhmedumbeaoff ew mi
Filipinos in each weight division was (almost) inversely proportional to its weight limit:
Awel ter[ weight]s [are] more frequent, and |ig
are to be found in the ranks of the flyweights, bantamgent s, and #EvanVilar wei gt
shortly before his demise, hadidthat, fi []e have welters, middleweights, light heavies, and
heavyweights, but they don't amount to much. We have them as big Esc]1 dunds, but they
are terribly slow. | dn't think they would be better than fourtiters[in America] &°0

Gideon Lascargueghat the American colonial encounter made height, theretofore of

limited importance in earlier accounts of interactions between Filipinow/aitels an important

271 None of this shoulduggesthatFilipino fighters were reckless or unskiltetie sheer number of bouts contested

by many of the most prominent, and the paucity of losses by knockout, clearly suggests atRenthigerole of

private capitaln craftingadistinct &commodifiedidentity for Filipinos seeDe Leon, SaBadagadi &dne
56.

?Baker, fiBoxing:-Chat ngst hnBMahiélao

’The Count, fAChildren in the Kindergarten Classes Are
274 bid.

2’Norris C. Mills, #Fil iTheRingSeBtembér h9g®ne wondesfitherawe@oani ng, 0
Filipino heavywéghts becausgyms only concentrated on producing smaller fight®rseitem, howeverrelates

the story of an intensive search thr ougSeefiuBo xtihneg aHacshi p

Become MostPopu | ar i n \RdshingtonpTpmeddeeesnbed 1, 1922,
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84026749/192D1/ed1/seq26/.
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iraetli onal 0 mar ker of differ efiSmllstaterewasen Amer i c
naturalizedas an inherent feature of the Filipino body and pathologized as yet another obstacle

which American colonial health practices, including sport, might overcbeight increases
werethusanot her mar ker of Fil i pi f6npdzefighdingr essdé and

smaller stature was a source of novelty and torigteheek reliefRobert Edgreds o bser vat i ¢

that A[w]atching Vil llackylforfhenwbdhdoé6shbBepvytvengh
champion] Jack Dempsey that Filipino fighters
by Harry Currie years lateii mi ddl es, |1 i ght heavies and heavyw

t h a FEiligipos] do not grow to any size, else there would be a brown peril among big fellows as

w e | |2@Thankfully, genetics and human physiology had conspired to protect the heavyweight
division for the nonceBut, novelty notwithstanding, small stature in prizefightingsmo
obstaclealthoughLasco contendthat the American colonial state, whether through military

service requirements or by privileging taller bodies for scholastic athletics, made tallness part of
an ANideali zed mal e ae sodoresiter anthetrealmrofiagsthdticsgridt i n g
opportunities belonging to another social ck%s:ilipino prizefighteraverea neasantithesis to

statesponsored national health campaigns: men and boys whose height amdigid$sve

2%Gi deon Lasco, A6Littl e Br owhAm&icaa Cdiorial BndounteH(®8O8On4t6 )a,nod t h
Philippine Studies: Historical and Ethnographic Viewpoiéé no. 3 (2018): 3713106,

https://doi.org/10.1353/phs.2018.00Fr contrasts ee Lascob6s more recent article o
Spanish colonial Philipping&i d e on L as c o egularDHeighEand Rlipino Badily Representations

during the Spanish Colonial Period (15218 9 &hilippine Studies: Historical and Ethnographic Viewpoié&

no. 1 (2020): 5782, https://doi.org/10.1353/phs.2020.0003.

2L asco, fwlni tBtr lo¢ HBIr287.0 377

®Harry Curr ihes iiRiSytindySolsamaApril 13, 1926, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news
article166763347.

®Lasco, #fLittl e T1B6 FovmancouBthiminghatthe classirigirgBilipino fighters, segThe

Count, AChildren in the Kindergarten Classes Are Taught
R e c o mme fhae Balere@August 27, 1919, http://nla.gov.au/nla.neavs t i cl e120313727; Alcott
Philippines Got Big Impetus with Villaés Victory Over
Boxer 0; A TracemaHimmgddof/embed 1, 1939.
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precluded their partipationin scholastic athlet&and whose small stature, in other contexts,
might haveprovided potent proof of the failure of the colonial administratiorsuccessfully
develop vigorous male subjecterecouldbereworked as both a tacticatlvantagen the ring
andas a 0 s uc G¥Elipimoyprizefighteishbdeither not been subjected, or not
0responded, 6 to eff ort s whalaFiendringdchiegvedmentsc ul t i vat
sometimegpartly attributable to their smaller staturesght beconstruedas the natural
redistribution and rational recruitmieof bodies (and classes) to trades that suited #tem.

The relative youth athe practitionerdikely madeheighteven more salient than it might
otherwise have beef? Jack Watson, an Australian overseeing a contingevisiting fightersin
1923, remarked that boys dRobea Edgrenclaimditiatn g éat v e
fighters started ageseleven and twelvayhile anothereporterclaimedit wasten?® Thar
youthwas noaccident:a one aut hor put it, Asuccess canno:
t he &rdiruts., 0 Afan effort was made to devel op box

di splaced by war, rural tpowdr ttykookinghHtkiotaH ,. 0fi h a

their 6developmenté in 1927, Art McQueen r ema
200nerepar er noted Villaodés small stature as a distinct adyv
nearly half a foot taller. Se@, Vi I | a | s Wi n n eNMew ®orkeTimesBinedL1, T924y de@ SPORTS.

281 For examples of thalmost anthropological at al ogui ng of o&étypicalé Filipino pl

advantages conferred by them, sedy 0 T SytineyeSpabtsmahovember 28, 1923, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news
articlel67179001; Robert EdgWashingtonP&p oN otvse nibherro u3gOh, ELd9g2r2e; |
Filipinosd Th e Fi g ht Sydrpy Spdrtema®@ctolerd24, 1923, http://nla.gov.au/nla.neerticle167169594;

AFi |l i pi no Sydaey SpBrismadulys,, 1925, http://nla.gov.au/nla.needicle167177972.

282 ascq however, acknowledges that there wasethelesa fip hy s i c ale rdmarksi Sgéascb,or t hes
fi Ltilte Brown Brothers, o 381.

85eefl J ac k Wat Sydne§ SporfEmaivipy,19, 1923, http://nla.gov.au/nla.neasicle167187198;

AFi |l ipiBomseraso; Corbett, AWhat Boxers Ar e EGdmiTatgo; Edgr €
remarkedhat one of the Flores brothers, Elino Flores, started fighting professionally at age t€?orSet,

AiNati onal Funeral for Denciobds Remains. o

%The Count, fAChildren in the Kindergarten Classes Are
RHFilipino Boxers Ar e PhAlgskaDaly EmpiieMay 4,192 Fans in West, 0
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realised that there was pl en®lyhefo matterriiall, 0 b

toJoeWatermawer e t he fHnkiddi eso wont to box dAwithou

any towno?®” For the Filipino boy Watermanwrotei b o x i ng i s not fighting,
GAME [sic] withhim. Hewilnever say, as does the American b
you. o6 With the Filipino boy it is oI wildl pl a

a | P8InGubsequent yeaend in the hands of other reportaiga t e r starynféaird a new
wrinkle: the Ahundreds of boys eating their h
gloves with them, Afi ght 50 g pmdilgdsplayega t he oppo
thickened ear as a result of never ceasing battling in theayyamn ¥#¥m. o

Theages at which Filipino boys were introduced to the s@oenot unusual buin the
Philippines, there existed something bhat did
waslikely invented by the Olympic and designed fighters weighing less than eigHfiye

pounds?®! This does not eliminate the possibility that amateur boxing for boys and adolescents

%65t ephens, i Sydiley QuiDecembs 14al927, o

%7"Joe Water man, fiEv ok e tThedReferagfanuanh7el19204.F. CasbiethrepubBsbed the
articlein The Refereewhichhadoriginally appeared in th€ablenewsAmericanu n d e r tThhee tHitlliep,i nfio s 6
Remarkable ProgressinBoxingg on 26 November 1919.

pid.Wat er manoés art i cl eforitssompasonefthe(presiimably aduti) Amesicatoxer

with the Filipino boy (in its literal sense and in its
prizefight i calipi@ted colaminlisph @ nr eof| Ot e wi t h idfs Biwini Ppibreos hana r K &
pupils . 0

®fJack Watsonds Tripo; #AFilipinos as Boxers. o

2% Forexamples of the average age of initiation, SegydenBoxing and Society62i 64; Weinberg and Arond,
AThe Occupational C6lture of the Boxer, o0 460

PlWwat er man, MAEvoilud i B®hwasalsokinloavnFialsi g he O wWiilslpad swee ghltide <
professional contests were in this divisiarhich boasted ots own championshigzort h e d i Rhilippineo n 6 s

origins,the average weight d@fk fighters,andt he pr eponder ance of 0 vsagiuWSummweisght s 0
and Sl ams, 0 No v eeshbna Browin Gettind |18 3ofhe Hard Eitks as Finishing Touches for

Sat ur day@ablen&wAmarigan BNovember 21, 1919,

https://gpa.eastview.com/crl/sean/?a=d&d=canal9190121 1. 4; A Ol ympi ¢c Gym a Bee Hi ve
Pr epar i ngcCablenews®nerican ®ecémber 12, 1919,
https://gpa.eastview.com/crl/sean/?a=d&d=canal913021P4.
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existedbut there issirtually no doubtthat vacuumweights were professionalsdno doubt
whatsoevethatthe weight chsswas designed for young, undeveloped fight&rs

Vacuumweights, according Watermanfi put mor e action into their
ol d e r adigincton tbat would hardly have mattered had thresn adultgeven accounting

for the mor e ©pdliegthatii i utsleh oy @adbeoygreat attract.i
billed to box, and ar e gener?2?&Anbtyerrepdrterwnoie st e nj
thati [ m] or e of t erought ravg greemasticleemphasss added] put up scraps

better than the average main event, anfdt their
is impossible to know precisely how attbstvacuumweight fighters werbutthe maximum

weight limit, eighty-five pounds (traditionally, the smallest professional weight division,

flyweight, was capped at one hundred and twelve pousdgyests mamyerein late pre

adolescence or early adstence® A December 1919 report of aipcomingvacuumweight

boutin Olongapdetween titleholder Terio Pandp(another Paquito Villa fighter) and Young

Adriano jointly promoted by Water man,suggestis Cabanel
likewiseit o correct wtherepgrt starapthaersasiwasrihitee@ndahalf

years old andtill attending schooHis studies were preventing him from moving to Manila

until April, where he woul déBbebdoe’e Aunder th

292 For scant evidence of amateur contests in the Manila Bay ared,Bee,nci o Training in New Ol
Hi s Bat t | eablenewwdhmericarpgQcteberd?4, 1919,

https://gpa.eastview.com/crl/sean/?a=d&d=canal9190024. 1 . 4; Dor gan, fAGri m Reaper Re
Stars. 0

XBWaterman, TfAEvloilpitn@mnBmxXer . he Fi

2% T e-Rdyas, Macarid ena i n Double Main Event at Céblermwsi um on Sat t
American November 11, 1919, https://gpa.eastview.com/crl/sean/?a=d&d=canal 4@ 14l

2% This is further supported lyne reporti theCablenewsAmerican stating that the average weight was
Aapproxi matievyg pevieIdiyloesSeeend Sl ams, 0 November 14, 1919

%fiDecember 23 Wi ll See Whi s pe Cabler@wsintelican Dacenbbarild) 198y ent at
23, https://gpaastview.com/crl/sean/?a=d&d=canal9191Q14..4.
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The fortuitous genetic alchemy and predilection for combat that had purportedly
predisposed Filipinos to the sport had aapposedhattuned them to their role as exceptionally
reliable performersAt Mc Queen observed that Filipinos kne\
sensational happenings in the ring, and they provide.thfdh e country, despite
population &@auldbecoudd on to produce a steady supply o
nearly every hou%Althoubbkb Pbomei ppdniébadot he d
few duds in action, o0 Filipinos had egrned a r
much like raw materials, could vary in quality and occasionally spoil, but were always
predictable®® Indeed, sportswriters consistently used language suggesting the assessment of raw
materials here, too, the formative role of the Austrafhilippinesexchange cannot be
overlooked®®When Ben TraceyanAustralian boxer, returned home with the first team of
Filipino fighters to visit Australia, one wri
we [*FStoadi ums Ltd. had enwen rmeenh evredd udabungdtoBdasnt, adb |c
Fi |l i pconsignedeo € St adi,oam3 r b t d yand@dhtte doods capital order
[ emphasi®¥Thededfi mv al u adoh becamenmnvaluabiethé Wnidted s 0
Statesas well Norris C. Mills assured readersie Ring hat A[ p]romoters wil

receipts mounting with these men fighting in

2X’R. M. St ephens Sydiey SuDeqemberd 4, 8927 hittg://nla.gov.au/nla.newticle22743884.
298 |pid.

29 Forexamples,sed Fi | i pino Starso; The Count, #@AChildren in the
Mani fi Riol; i pi no Boxers Are Popular with the Fans in West.

305eei No Title. o
SOl Fr om T h §he@efere@pril 2101920, http://nla.gov.au/nla.nexagicle121159761.
302 |bjid.
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c o r3%Evanif there was not a fighter in every house in the Philippibg4929, at the
conclusion of an almost decatitsg procession of Filipinos in American rings, it certainly
appeared so to NEA Sports Serviceds Werner La

Filipino fighter to its logical, metaphorical extreme:

Theboys who compile the big red geography text books [sic] have evidently

overlooked something. In treating the exports of the Philippines, much space has

been given over to the amount of sugar, coffee, copra, and so forth, that is yearly

sent out from thoseny specks in the Pacific, but not one word of the game little

brown men that have come over to win the hearts of the American fight

| overséShould [l gnacio] Fernandez or [ Lope
in their respective classes, it would sdarmrder to put an addends to that big red

book. That addition would add fighters to the list of Filipino exp#fts.

WA NOo Titleo; Milhwsasiidn I8 \Watsory 8B dustraliag, reiarked that any Filipino
prizefighter «couladnéry[earkp htahsé sh eaadrdte dijo fwhtitee boy who vVvi s
remarkable manner in which the little brown fighters smile and continbadoup under the heaviest of

puni shment. o0 The i mplication was <clear: it may have t al
Filipino, but even the most O6ordinaryé Fil iipnddok f i ght e
happy doing itSeefiJ ack Watsonds Trip. o

SWerner Laufer, #AFil i piMewBritahHeraldldnliaryB8 19281 i ng Fi ghter s, o
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FILIPINOS ARE ALL BATTLING FIGHTERS

o

L
< TRE LIGHTU ZIGHTG.

LIge o

BT WeDRSD 1 AT

Figure2 - "Filipina‘s Are All Battling Fighters," Cartoon by Werner Laufer
New Britain Herald 18 January 1928

Theo F i | -asprizaiighterdthen,was not the fanciful projection of sportswriters
simply seeing what they expected to see, the already constituted subject of discourse; rather,
existingnot i ons of rapidly matur i ng aggressipeness | bodi e
inherited from he PhilippineAmerican War, found an insidious afterlifeprizefighting(given
the social origins of those to whom it would be applied, perhaps its last acceptable, public refuge

i n a now O0col PFaNesee, dhenthehetoricad andnaterial pases of these

305 For the warfihauntingcolonial politic® 1 and public lifei fiat various levels of remoyesee,Kramer,The Blood
of Government323 3; Cor bient ta,n di WVitthhout the Ringo; Laufar
notions of the rapid maturation of darker bodies and the influenéepfcabenvironments on rapid maturation,
see Anderson,The Cultivation of Whitenesg6; John M. Hobermaar wi nés At hl et es: How Spo
Black America and Preserved the Myth of R@@eston: Houghton Mifflin Co., 1997), 120.

, RAFI i
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discourses and their inner workings as they were grafted onto the practice of throwing young,
inexperienced bodies into the ring, the mutually reinforcing processes through which the
performances confirmetthe accuracy oéxistingknowledgeand produced new knowledgbout

the Filipino bodyfinally disseminanhg both Having not yet developed their craft, these bioys

and they were, truly, boyiscould only have relied on aggression, instinct, and their individual

levels of talentaind resiliencyo get byindeed wh at e waurallyd®@lmhee @A Phi | i ppi n
pl anterséanxious to advertise thei,whoseountryo
rapaciougpracticeshad funnelled natural resources andnyerstwhile peasants urban

centreshad alsaunwittingly createdaneR hi | i ppi ne o@énwtt uaofal i a etstoiurrc e
wor | déi ma’grhistransfgrmadiorof Filipino bodies, extracted and cultivated as any

resaurce might, wasuggested byeporterswho likened Filipino bodies to soulless substances

or, alternativelyynsettl i ngly reified yploistvemed of t he tr
bestializing, O&épastor al dnateseaneatctl elt ur @st avthli eérma t

fighters of a certain wei g Quotidian trairning &tthé gyrg, c oc k

306 For the use of chiletn in professional bouts in New York stateeRi ess, @Al n the Ring and Ot
Boxing in New York, 18961 9 2 0 ,. dher# i% 130 evidence, however, that a special, professional weight class,
designed for children, was ever created anywbbse or that it possessed its own nomenclature.

307For thefi ¢ o r ppooduatibrizof Filipino identity among llokanp e asant s and their convers
resources fombDeexteroag t iBakamas;d r Bbebalddonal information on colonial agriculture

under Spanish and American rule, see, ibidhder esa Vent ur a, AFrom Small Far ms t
Trajectory of Land Reform in the American Colonial Philippines, 1900 1 Bgricultural History90, no. 4

(2016): 45983; Carlos Bulosarhmerica Is in the Heart: A Personal Histofgindle (Seattle: University of

Washington Press, 1973),122%, 55 58.

308 There is little to recommen@ b a n t a mas anythjriy buban aleatory terifit is not randomit is unclear

why it should have applied to that weight clg$$5 to 118 poundsPne might be tempted to consider popular tales

of American slaveowners pitting slaves against each othtettae g e n e s i s ,0lbuftheré & tittee bvidentema t e )

to support that such bouts occurred, save in isolated instareeSpsn, The Manly Art 34.Perhaps the

demographic realities of the spbdve, historicallyfacilitated the use of this appellati. For fighters self

consciously using ObestialséeWaegmant o @d®Wbhorebe Shavesex,
Languages of Exploitation and Accommodatioroamg B oFmally, s .ad t hough it i s not a te
or Obantamwei ght , & i nr gtoe ufliagh tpearrsd amacvwee lmeaenry rfd fresrtr ed t
example, sed Ad Bfemrny L &leRiagMahy 1825.
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the hub of the O6pugilistic economy, d and regu
rings, finally,crystallized thesdifferences into a contexpecific identity, jusas different racial
groups might have been differentiated ¥hrough
Colonial agriculture had produced extreme deprivation in pursuit of capital and wodleccp
yet morecapital, albeit tangentiallf, r om t he bodi es of those depri\
[ had] concentrated into the hands of énew comp
become poorert® Almost asswiftly, in turn,did many ofthese peasan(er their children)
becomeaurban denizengind almostas bloodilywaswealth extracted from their bodies.

Clubsoftenthrew raw novicesnto theircards andeven conduetdé b at t | es r oyal 6
betweerthem but recruitment was nbiaphazard, either: boys had plenty of opportunities to
show theirware$!According to Harry Curri e, Al n] o one
anything at the start, but if a youngster shows any especial aptitude, he is immediately taken in
handandnus ed *Banbi eéubés remarks from the first cl

another light: the haphazard practices and absence of craft he had observed were, perhaps, not

3¥%De Leon, SRaBadagadrFRr&ntehe gym as the central Wacduant,of t he
Body & Soul 13 14.

310Bylosan,America Is in the Hear4.

311 The Olympic staged severaome featuring black meothersfeaturing Filipinog(at leasbnesuch bout featured

blindfolds), and evidence suggestmtfighters wereawareof thecarnivalesque nature of the contests, reportedly
competingwith less vigour than usugbeel Ki d D akasdBantam Weight Crown from Cohen at Carnival

Hi p p o d Cablernews®merican February 3, 1918, https://gpa.eastview.com/crl/sean/?a=d&d=canal9180203
01.1.8;-AiBando®porting Cl ub An CablenmewstnwericBriDgcentboardk er Mond a:
1918, https://gpa.eastview.com/crl/sean/?a=d&d=canal9180214 1. 4; fAEver ybody Wants to
Benef it Sh CablengvsAmerigan Decémber 28, 1918,
https://gpa.eastview.com/crl/sean/?a=d&d=canal9180228 1 . 4; A Ti r ol Wat®OympCRegd i n Mai n
Cr oss SCabldnevsAmerican December 29, 1918,
https://gpa.eastview.com/crl/sean/?a=d&d=canal918022B4For an account of o&ébattles r
States, and thdifferentmeanings they held for white audiences andlbfaghters, seegKaye, The Pussycat of

Prizefighting 39 67.

S2Curri e, #fFi g ha.ToislsammdisesvithiboxingWgnms ieverywher&ugden although writing
about junior, amateur fightersptesthattheyfir ecei ve | i t t | eleafndorbentmders bywplayingatn é an d é
bei ng [SeeSumdesBoxng and Society68.
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the result negligengeversight or ignorancebut an integratcomponent of the business madel

little would be done for those wiTait and Churchill knew would not last loA§For those few
talented enough to make it through more than
grading system, 0 chwngexperience,rstemsbly ansured qualitp.aCurrie

waxed lyrical about the fislow promotiono of f
Australia woul d c e rtThis systaylimiteepreiinmnary (hen,ovat i on.
inexperienced) figters to fowround boutsand, until1921, themunicipal governmertiad

limited all fightsin Manila to ten rounds, but whatever effe@gbrestrictionsmay have had on

safety was offset by several factéts-irst, the Olympic heldshowstwice weeklyand fighters

could, if they wished, compete several times a week if they fought elsetAffeeeond, gloves

were lighte:f our or five ounces to Australiads si x,

i n d equitttelling in an era whererpfessional gloves were lighter and thinner than those

worn today?!’ Third, upon the blowing of a whistle ten seconds before the conclusion of each

SB¥fDencio Training in New hOIlynigol9&6,EdGigTait bdillcanewlgymsvhogat t | e wi
purposewas, ostensibly, tovculcate propetechnique and habits to the youngstersmprove the quality of the

bouts thedescriptionof vacuumweighbouts however strongly suggest thalhe gym #so existed taseparate the

wheat from the chafbas it wereto ensurghateven thexhafdwould not be wasted.

SYHarry Curri e, f RunS8ydneywSpdrtsmaApB @dx 1926ghttpd/alargey.ad/nlaws
article166770270.

315For legalizationsee,i Bo x i n g ii meAdBuugielque Mprning Journahpril 25, 1921 For arrangements

prior to legalizationsee,f Duar t e and Bux Ohblgnewsmericds) Ddtembar 61914,
https://gpa.eastview.com/crl/sean/?a=d&d=canal9140216. 1. 6; A Or di nance No. 383. An
Boxing Contests and Exhibitions andgealing All Previous Ordinances, Resolutions and Regulations Relative to

Same S uCahleaesvsAmarican April 6, 1918, https://gpa.eastview.com/crl/sean/?a=d&d=canal9180406

01.1.9.

SR Ll ew Edwards f or \leeredraetdtadedDs$tameapal at naaceling fighicards if he

knew that the only availabtalenthadfought very recently although this was principally for the benefit of the

consumers, not thigghters See, for exampleéAnt oni o H. Escoda, ATait Holds Dark
Card Next V& e kCabdenewsAmerican September 14, 1918,

https://gpa.eastview.com/crl/sean/?a=d&d=canal9180914. 1. 4; A May Hol d Dar k House at
S at u rGhldepewsAmerican October 29, 1918, https://gpa.eastview.com/crl/sean/?a=d&d=canal19181029

01.14.

SCurriuenimB t he BheusuammpimBaweight for gloves in professional contests today is
eight ounces, while sparring gloves can go from ten to twantges depending on the weight of the fighters.
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roundat the Olympicfighterswer e fAl ooked to by the audience t
airéstandotoeand trade punches furiousl yo: A [
and a desire to ké%p their wits clear donodt. o
For Churchildast 6 fi ghters were just as i mportant
Currie,headmitted thathipr oducti on met-hodst wér 6 Am8fT f easaé m
Curriednotedtha® mer i cans Atrain fast and fight fastéa
paceéthey throw gloves | i ke a machine gun thr
numbe of rbowtn&isme al mo st 33T hfer e nepriregpdefemstvon r v . 0
meanwhilewas to ensure that fighters furnished sufficient action. Art McQueen tatte
fidr]eferees are not lazy. They keep after their fighters and urge them omdeistood there,
as in America, that a dull third man in the ring means that the fighters loaf, and that is no good
from a spectactlar pesi dbyck YCiaaewl 6®Dates cont e
i nt er medi mrcgnécience extractedfro us so t hatédconsciencebod
in our experience,néri n t he boxersd behavior, o0 then Mani/l
ultimate parodya conduitfor, rather than counterweight to, ther 0 w d dasdsuwpiierhely
selfaware(andsuggestiblgperformers in their own rigtit? The fact that referees should so

frequently be called upon to coax fighters in

possibilities: first, that many of the contestabecaus®f their inexperiencewere unwilling to

318 Currie.For Churchilbs i mporting this &i nnseviadfifo ntéo ThetRafeigétah,ed Uni t €
December 4, 1918.

S¥Harry Currie, fAWhy Do n &ydneysportBrmaduty A0;1026Champi ons ?, 0
http://nla.gov.au/nla.newarticle166777117.

320 |bid.
#2'St ephens, #AFilipino Stars. o
322 0atesOn Boxing 47.
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engage and, second, tleaten thosenore experienced were actively discouraged fusing
their craft and guilé®

Chur chi | Iwarsthugae trheopdusdi ati on of pugil-i sm (or
d e f e n cae d@missiordats replacement with prizefighting: arguably sport, perhaps art, but
surely (and primarilyan American form of entertainment. He and Tait had devised a sistem
producefighters upon whom fans could count for action. Reporters, moreover, readily
acknowledged the extent to which this truly was a sy$tamirtual factoryi designed to
produce fighters, especially foll owhlheynwereVi | | ad
despatched [from Tait] to Mr. Churchil!/ i n Am
Stadium was thaursery[emphasis added] from which the Churchill team in the States was
repl erfdVvsinhdda.66s deat h, and ehih enlyrmededated aprotessn d an o
that, even to reportersad become ver more akin to an assembly |
|l gnaci o Fernandez, would fAtumbled out of the
piece of fighting machinerytoeve | eave t he PRduiedby @hurchillasal s| ands,
Agreat eowdVillel @Cl ever & Senci badbkeriilezal dedneby i m
critics as successo?® to his compatriotéVilla.

Yet theassembly lindlaws were evident. As early d919, one unnamed author

considered the question in an itdinWh a t 6 switWHilipino @oxers? published

323|t is possible however, that referees wezrhorting fighterso engageo ensue that fights were nod f i 60eed .

item from theCablenewsAmericansuggestshateven the more experienced referbad great difficulty enforcing

the rules and coul Beede Ac Bwe d filEyx h i gablelicdwamesicashlanuaR/i ng, 0
15, 1919, https://gpa.eastview.com/crl/sean/?a=d&d=canal9191115.

24/ 1 n  M&Swndndy gortsinan May 1, 1928, http://nla.gov.au/nla.neaicle166759767.

Mol dez was brought in because AChubohmhinlel ddoe Vi | h at cer
Wat er ma nGo sisChhesRa®) September 1925 o r Mo lcdessoréhipées,Ther on Fi sk e, Al n
Cal i f oheRihga , Bul y 1927; Left JabheRiigNeAwu g/ovgtk BDX7 ngh Cllhhdrese
t o Show RWashingt®EvehingStar February 12, 1926; Currie, #AFight
Wat er man, A | n TheRieg Odtobertl92we st , 0

85



(surprisingly)inBoxingg Chur chi l-hoasd pabtibsesai hon. Since 1
more) Filipino battl eegoodaspreiminanalbys, atvaneedto de b u't
semifinalistsiand t here t hey havwdaheadthormaneda fewMdnnyerlyi s t hi
promising fighters who haldngs i nce been di scarded, cl-fwé mi ng t
ot herso | i kee tfhaesm,, whooo nmilecda nh &% Byitehe prablenevaséndéta d e d a
the system, it was the material: Filipinos were too stubborn and, more importantly, had not been

Aendow[ ed] éwith the brains nece¥TBairty hald tihlea bcc
hardéto advance -ea\hentboglsags é dihvee mati mem every ¢

of n o 3%ndead, perhaps Tait had laboured too hard.

Il n 1925, with the question of the o6fightin
now accelered, Norris C. Mills, former sports editor of the Mariilaily Bulletin, diagnosed
the problems of Philippine boxing, atTha | ow e
Ring Theyweredue,principally, to the monopolyofi o n e c¢ | u b(thé atub reraamed| a o
unnamed but we may be certain the Olympic was meahbseprominence resulted in lower
purses, covering Alittl e mor e updomingboxer®i ni ng e
Fewerfights, however had notshieldedfightersfrom unnecessary damad¢arryCur r i e 6 s
| audations of the O6gradual grading systemd no

preliminary fighters] have been ruined due tortenagement rushing them in the main event

class before thewerereadf e mphasi ¥ added] . o

6fWhat 6s Wrong wi tBbxing Septéneér i90191®o xer s ?, 0

327 | bid.

28fWhat 6s Wrong with Filipino Boxers?2o

329 | bid.

0MiI'l's, AFilipino Boxing Invasion Coming. 0
331 |bid.
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Churchill and Tait, Inc. produced fighters whom they expected to fight fast and whom
fans expected to fade even fasteveral reporters hawbted the brevity of many Filipino
prizefi ght er s 6oftbhawrphegsieal mimgs)something whicltwe eepotters,
decades aparttributedexplicitly to the rapid maturation of Filipino bodies: 1822, Robert
Edgren remarked that A[t pPhehkFi BifheRingdd OMWad ur e
Carroll observed, grimhthatii [ t njajordy of [Filipinos] mature very early, and usually are
past their pPailld Gabamdd, arti Moldegherchhdproved nadifferent except
in theirpaying the ultimate pric&: The repeated discursive representation and invocatiore of th
OFi |l-aspr n a e fi yogny,taggressive, preternaturally resiliecbupled with the normal
operations of the sport, which did not long suifetividualsin their prime, thespecificpractices
of the Olympic, and the tragic deaths of Cabanela and Yiili)y led Harry Currieto atribute
akind of Ol itofFfel eppoot anghders: AFor a brief s
brilliance and appearl aurnebse aft carb | betbHislaatictd wagt thlee rw b

published exactly one week bef(veo | dez 6 deat h.

AA Cog inthe Wheel ofa Gigantic Industrg PrizefighterAgency
In 1925,James Morrisa readeof The Ring b emoaning the sportds
summedup hi s ¢ hapbuteessd siBexitmgali s no | onger a spor

Morris attributed thigransformatiot o t he fAevol uti onary process, |

3%2GeeTed Carrol |, fATheRidgt iNogv efribleirp ilno4s7,;0 Edgerds BYe®Dros T

330ne report claimed Cabanela had been

Acr
ringéwithout any con8Fdkerpthos af ®ekghtst.

uelly handl ed
0 See,

B¥Currie, AFight Flashes in Manila.od
%James Morris, Al nter dketRingSgptemieet 1925r fr om a Reader, 0
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i mprovement éj ust as eviden¥Manhi bexGagrge oOMhena
Rickard, the sportds most i mportant promoter

all that the men ahmoney behind himtypi [ ar e] br i ngi n-geededdirbctive i n g € m

ability, or gani ¥ Bizefighteshadancetheenindeperidgnt craftes now,

even the elite, Atemperamental champoowlowoul
A[f]rom being all there was to the motion pic
cog and certainly more useful posi*ion of a ¢
Prizefighting mechanizatoovoul d be good for Athe star, the

i mpressing upon the fighter that he Ai s part
recreation for thousandséa ser V¥ Remderogofthinme st i m
senice,howeveri f or whi ch he wi l | be adeqgafaitgehltye rroeswa r
whim: Ahe must not be allowed to arrogate unto
under what c¢ ond#Thecanttuiny eonselidadidn lof pdwergnhhe haads of

Acorporations | ike that with Rickard as its n
al most compl et el yi Mbrasthentaught hmgelftiltoe s@aoah&d busin
concluding thafja]buse of authority and power seems certain but notwithstanding this, the

game, the participants and t B &édpaehdetowmibdttéer b ene

dayl o
3%James Morris, fAlnteresting Letter from a Reader. o
337 bid.

338 hid. It is telling thatMorris compares prizefightingp an industry that is solely entertainment, rather than

another professional spohtinting alscatp r i z e f i g h t theatgcélis). i nher ent

339 |bid.

340 |bid.

341 |bid.
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The @At emper ameamguestionvastieawropri lodnéds heavopwei ght ¢
Jack Dempsey. Dbiggestetar was notmore tham p cog whipssvershould be
curtailed for the public good, what of fighters of lesser achieveoratiility? It is virtually
impossible to know what most fighters, let alone Filipino fighters, thought of the growing
mechanization ofher sport these are not the kinds of questions reporters dsiesls even
those who spoke fluent Engligiltisent r el y 1 mpossi bl e to know wha
fighter thoughbf this processor its effectson the creation and (re)inscription of a context
specific identity unto and into their bodies but, in this final section on agency, weestiav
0 a vgeerba f icofjeativedy,rmmy, have leveraged this identity in their favbafore turning to
Vill a and Ch u rdisdgredmend sonsider mdwrVidla; ds areelifighter and

earner could avail himself of strategies unavailable togaers®*

Agency in prizefighting is also connected
we have construed narrowly, for it is not oalyoutthe sacrificeof the body in the ring* For
the fighter, sacrifice is, paradoxically, that whichates the commoditgelf and ensurethat
selfdoesnot become merecommodity it is only throughigh-ascetidraining thatthe

Abodyéproduc|[ es] mor eoandisimadesertidntaveapon aather hanu n k 6 i

32For the historically consistent dilsiabtnemrenatl iitry, pr ianaf
portrayal as (sometimes simulteWNacqgshyp)l K 68Ap€ELt esmpedda
Power, Pain,andBrf it in the Prizefighting Economy, o 4.

343 For the difference between eliteandvoh i t e fi ghters, including the for mer¢

fight scenes, and f or seeilfagyrlmoart,i oinT hoen @Gd4oadbsad a IRG nfgi?g hot €2r4s3,

The fispecific honor orhgtthe pamiddstacdnsnsels dowmefhbs

ideologyo is more than about O6putting up with paindé: 06
ideally, must or must be willing to) make at every point of his education, traimnlife as a pugilist. See,

Wacquant, AThe Pugilistic Point of View,0 496; Wacquan!
Among Professional Boxers, o 76, 87.
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passive target® This dimension of sacrificdyowever, remaing constant tension with its
obversewhich oftendemands thspoliation of theperformer(the natural outcome slstained
participation which the former dimension canonlydéldye s pi t e t heortp(endf or mer 6
theirdevelopment os$kills with which) to avoidt; its disavowal, howevenfteninvites
castigationIn a sport whergvealth disparitiesnequity, and limitedagency even at the most
elite levels are commonplaceheseopposing yet complementary dimensions of sacréiterd
the illusion of agencyo, and bestowmearcomplete responsibility on, the figitin and out of
the ring,obscuringthefi a s y mmystem of positionsartdr ans act i on sd&idianf i n[ i n
of labor in the spord**®
Traditionally, then,resistancén prizefightinghasbeen construed assistance to
commodificationand hegemonic racial formationsh r ough fi ght er sdé publ i c
manhoodandthe (re)appraisal ah-ring performances btheir compatriotsAs EspaftdMaram
has shownyY i | peadbant for revelrgnd ring prowesmade himt h gymbol of youth and
e X u b e rfoayoung ale, workinglass Filipinos in Californiaa transgressive masculine
figure who defiedthe feminizationof Filipinos outside the ringind a powerful masculine figure
inside it,whaoseindividual victoriesover white opponentis a martial sportdefiedthe collective

racializationand exploitation oFilipino agricultural labourer¥"

Wacquant, APugs at Work: Bodily Capital and Bodily La

%wWacquant, fAThe Pugilistic Point of View, o 494,
847EspafiaMaram,Cr eat i ng Mascul i ni ty jl102.FLoors VA gl eal eassd sa Léittrtalnes gM:
see, alsoems,The Athletic Crusade61i62; Runstdt | er , fiThe New Negrods Brown Bro
Filipino Boxers and t il® TkeRdurses hhgve donsdled, lmowevet, sHowllittle 6 6 1 1 8
evidence of Villaés |lifestyl e off errcaunterlge gvehrmmd rei and rrear. r &t
crafted about pr Azrefiidbtedés,badadlUesd| specigdhnaBead.i al i sed
A6l &dm Thankful for Mannyd: Manny Pacqdy a@5Afadgdr] i sti c |

AMannyMarPa cPacqui ao, the Transnational Fist, iZdnd the So
Kramer,The Blood of Governmer297 99; Moore,| Fight for a Living: Boxing and the Battle for Black Manhood,
18801915 241 43.
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0Couimé @ e moni c dverefar marginalized greupsn importanavenue of
resistancebuttheyhad little to say about hofighters might have exercised agency withinrthe
tradeandonits most essential operations, htvese symbols of resistance might have, in turn,
resistedheir ownexploitation Rather,6 ¢ 0 umd geea mo n i c @ likenthosercraftedbyw e s
Filipino | abourers about Vill ads anexisilgal t o p
injury thatultimately contributed to his deathhavesometimeselied on the willing sacrifice of
the fighteb migh-superhuman bod¥® Moreover the liberatory power of these narratives was
founded, principally, on notions afiasculine power antthosefeatures of the male body which
supposedhallowed one texert t. Thus,in the hands of others, Filipipmerformancesverere-
invested with existing racial discourses)y under a altered guiseracial differencenow
ensured success where once it ensured ¢éfiiptnos could not butefeatwhite men in the
ring becausef their proximity to naturé?®

There appears to have been litdescerniblgublic contestationto this new masculine,
6commodi fi edd i de n thisghouldiotsuggeftiowevepthanFdipinb fatgght er s
were unwitting dupes, nor that Filipino fighters were unwitfdagvns the consolidation of the
OFi l-asprhnaefighterd identity occurred through
actors and through channels over which fighteadittle, if any,control **° Its nature as an

intangible object of discourse (which placed it at every point of production from recruitment to

348seeEspafiaMaram,Cr eat i ng Mascul i ni ty |j10%3LVilsexakerbgtedteseds Litt | e
injuries further by engaging in a dalgng, alcoholfueled revel aftethe fight.

349 For a similar discussion with regards to black American fighietise earlytwentieth centurysee Kaye, The

Pussycat of Prizefightin@2 36. For adiscussion of the implicatiorsf these rhetoricahoves, mostly but not

exclusivelyin an American contexgnthefii nt el | ect ual i z aldtidgizatonod f i a taldltheteict s 0a n d
gl obal i zat i onsegHobermanPiaa wi h & Is 5260, thild 406JehsSugderalsonotes the

limited use oficounterhegemonidnarrativesand the possibility for their eoptation inand byprizefighting; see,

SugdenBoxing axd Society190Q 92.

350 This absence giublic contestatiophowevermaybe a function of the sourcésonsulted.
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training to performance to the public and inner lives of fighters) and as an idea developed,

reinforced, and crystallized over several yeatsi¢tv made it the finagéxpressiorof a series of

processes) made it that upon whictvéishardest to actind for which resultereremost

difficult to measurelts existence alslikely allowed many Filipino fighters, especially those of

lower or middlingability, to earn more than they otherwise would h&¥Biscursive inaction
thenmayhavedb el i ed a tacit acceptgenaratiegpowerandrai s 1 dent
shrewdunderstanding of power, not as something that can be lost or gained, buttacsh ta

situation in whichfightersmight exercise agency at other points indnagilistic economyj
wheretheymightbe more effective and where their actions, as commodities and as agents, were
more significant>?Filipino fightersi as did managers, promoters, and repoitensderstood,

keenly, that boxing may be about craft, but prizefighting is about money.

In the Philippinessustainepposition tahe sporcame, not from American reformers
or missionariesbut from Filipino elites who prevented entrepreneurs like Tait and Churchill
from promotng longerfightsa n d 6 mi XRetbre® DBuHilignos could only fight other

Filipinos until Tait obtained special permissiondebu them during carnival week Manila3*?

351 Thedemand fofFilipino prizefighters, notably in Australiavas consistengvenlong afterthese al | ed 6gol den
age of the 19208See, for exampldj Ca bf loers Mo r e TkeiDhily Pelegrap)slylyd, 1937,

http://nla.gov.au/nla.newa r t i cl e24 72213 6e;arfi TTrdywdr eDeAk | TacphesRefsteen ager M
June 10, 1937, http://nla.gov.au/nla.neavtcle127615353or an example of fights capitalizing on the appeal of

pre-fabricated ring identities, sedgiskanenThe Urban Geography of Boxing§5 91.

352 Forresistance as eventful and congéng see FoucaultLa volonté de savqin2127.For similar strategies used
by black American fighters in tHate-nineteenth andarly-twentieth centues principally at an individual level,
see Moore, | Fight for a Living: Boxing and the Battle for Black Manlipd 8801915 65 91.

353 Forselected examples, séeT h e Fi | i @ablenewsAferieas dunedl4, 1913,
https://gpa.eastview.com/crl/sean/?a=d&d=canal9130614. 1. 4; A Ameri cans Wil | Meet Fi
Dur i ng Car CablerewsAnwiécenkiandary 9, 1918,

https://gpa.eastview.com/crl/sean/?a=d&d=canal9180109. 1. 4; APr omi nent Filipinos Pr

CablenewsAmerican June 5, 1913, https://gpa.eastview.com/crl/sean/?a=d&d=canal913D4E0B.
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Fears that they would lead ¢oowdviolence wergmostly) unfounded and farisFilipino and
Americani were more eageappetits nowwhetted to see Filipinos and Americans fight each
othe. Filipino elites howeverwouldr e peat edl y t hreaten to reinsta
bouts @ March 1918, shortly after thedebut Mani | ads CidadpbaRthéemher s t h
anew, whereupon several Filipino fighters, led by Battling Sanchez, presented a {5étition.

They shrewdlydeployed narratives @uccessfuFilipino-American collaboration,
claiming that the cityds r esffriendshiptbabbindr at her t
Filipino with American scrappers, as it is undoubtedly intended to do, merely serves to weaken
the friendship whFRrobibitiorawas uareckssafmémi s edébout sbé we
Anot att efedingdrdiboydérsamhg t he fans, as was demons
Carni YdWwasassopr ej udicial, for it Alimits the opp
[i.e., Filipino and American] to fight and thg contended thafishould the resolution continue
to exise it will be extremely difficult to arrange matchigshe authorobservedii t lisithe real
di fficulty which the Fil i p¥ Naoreligedightarphadfters ar e a
exercised agency in other ways but had almost always dandigiaually: this episode suggests

that Filipino fighters also shared a sense, albeit contiragetttansitory of themselves as a

4AFilipino Boxers PetitionnBoai & etdoCdRengndimésica®®ach| ut i on
1, 1918, https://gpa.eastview.com/crl/sean/?a=d&d=canal 918304 .For selected examples of threats to

reinstatd he ban on, & MeEMas,d rb oM tl 4 Hol d Boxi ngCalemgwwsnance for !
American March 6, 1918, https://gpa.eastview.com/crl/sean/?a=d&d=canal9180B061 . 4; fi Mi xed Bout s
Threatened with a K.GCahlendwsAmddamlbred7, Wi9%guel | es, 0
https://gpa.eastview.com/crl/sean/?a=d&d=canal9130611.4.

A Filipino Boxers Petition Board to Repeal Resolution
356 | bid.
%7lbidAnot her i ssue with ¢pndhikitonmakes tbetesisbence af svo ¢changions in bvery r i

classénecessary. o0
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distinct labouring group with shared intereiatcould act collectively when tlydaced an
institutional threat®®

The aticleclearlyn ot ed @At he r éghtersweeir fef ifiau Inti ynag toe el i
we need not be too cynicaither fostering amity mayndeedhave beem genuineobjectiveas
well, and evidence suggests thahongprizefighters, relationgereamicable butwe must also
remember that &émixed boutsdé were popul ar prec
profitedlittte fromé ami t y, 6 t o app e aPF*?®Several bbeesvers, overthée e sent i
years hadnoted how vociferous, restive, and, occasionaliglent,Manila fight crowds
composed of Americans and Filipinbgould becomeluring these contestavidence that the
fighters as did fans and promoterknew that the consolidation of friendly ties wew the
bout sé pr i mar y*Wamayaleonate thatrthis aafe maead, uniqué instance
of collective action was not di r,butmagain agai nst
tandem with them, and against those Filipino elites who sa@miied boutda challenge to their

authority and a threat to the precarious state of collaboration upon which they degfénded

358 Collective actiorin this instanceshould not suggeste existence ahore systematidormal, and organized

resistance such as a pforanexampl bfta ougblycontempomametusxoughlynegative

reaction to a tharhadzesdntlyphmedkCuidassedi hebosc her |, NaTheRiigAs We Se ¢
September 192%0r examples of individual fighter agenitythe Philippinesseef Eddi e Tait May Hol d
House at Ol ympic Saturdayo; Escoda, AiFans Wil | Get Theli
Tait Up in the Air; Saturdayodés Card Not Settl edbo; fi Ol y I
Good Card Just t he GablenevisAmericd® Pgamuaty 23C1®Bme nt , 0
https://gpa.eastview.com/crl/sean/?a=d&d=canal915012B6.

More accurately, they profited from just enough, but
360 This level of crowd restivenessasevenacknowledged by Villa himseifi The RingSeeBa ker , fABoxi ng:
Doingsin Manilla-Chat wi th Bailieuo; Currie, fARumMMarwdgsthé&i Boxi ©

The Ring April 1925.We may also note th#te recurring invocation of the common features of Filipino fighters
appearstohaveeguns hortly after the inauguration of beombuted bout
this may be a function of selection bias with the sources; more data are needed to confirm these conclusions.

361For examplesseefi Pr omi nent Fi Inispi nBoosx i Argoot; e sitT raoggzadi Cl ub Faced T
CablenewsAmerican June 8, 1913, https://gpa.eastview.com/crl/sean/?a=d&d=canal9i8306081 . 7; A The Fi |
Press, 0 June 14, CakreBs\mefickniJlne 1bj1818, Pr ess, 0
https://gpa.eastviewom/crl/sean/?a=d&d=canal9130618 . 1. 5; A T h e CablénkwsAmerican) JuRer e s s, 0O
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Although fighters couldometimesct collectively, moreften agencyremained limited
to the individual and depended largely on the individual: elite fighters blkaela and Villa
could avail themselves of strategies unimaginable to their ffékike many elite fighters who
became elite earners, Villa did not escape the fiscal wranthiaigttends large sumgVvhile his
position i n paoftgnrdndedrharsbeholdea to €hurcHillyhis status as an elite
fighter endowed himat other timeswith unparalleled agené? A reporteronce wrotehat
Villa fAacquired [ his] f anc ylséebMila maydavd leamedé Ca b an

something about conducting business from Cabanel&“too.

In October 1922an upcomingVilla boutwas cancelled by the New York State Athletic
CommissionNYSAC).2 It wasthenrevealedthaCh ur chi | | 6 s conBlimbacts wi t
Floreshadentitledthe manageto fifty percent of eadah sarnings, instead of the maximum ene
third allowed by the NYSAC?®® Villa would not be permitted to fightntil the amount was

refunded®’ By December, theituation, unresolved, threatened to danpitomingVilla bouts in

18, 1913, https://gpa.eastview.com/crl/sean/?a=d&d=canal9180618 1 . 4 ; fiHow Chief of Secre
Regar ds B o xCahtegewddraeridareJune 85, 1913,

https://gpa.eastview.com/crl/sean/?a=d&d=canal9130625 1 . 7 ; fi F CdblenewskmericdhDecensber 0

19, 1916, https://gpa.eastview.com/crl/sean/?a=d&d=canal91@1219 1 . 6 ; icity May Have a Bo
Co mmi s €ablenewsfmerican December 28, 1916,

https://gpa.eastview.com/crl/sean/?a=d&d=canal916022B1.

%2For example, when Cabanela chose to go on his honeymo
Danding did the same, Tait was unforgiving. 3ees, c 0 d a , ATait Hol ds Dar karddHouse Ton
Next Weeko; #Alron Bux Picked to KeabenewshmericarsJune?8, Ol y mpi ¢ |

1919, https://gpa.eastview.com/crl/sean/?a=d&d=canal919062&4.

363 For a contextual and contingent understanding of powerFsucaultLa wlonté de savojrl217.
%Ri ca,ncthP Villadés Great Win.o

RH Vi-Masaon Bout Or diew ¥alk Tidvgsdctokel 12,6192, Gec. Sports.

¥Charl es F. Mat hi son, APancho VNéwYark HemldNDvethlmer2é¢,d t o B o X
1922.

367 bid.
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New York, even though Churchill had been summoned by the commission and ordered to emend

the contract®*At hi s hearing, he engaged in a remarka
imminentcontest ¢l ai mi ng that @Ahe would not have ti m
c o nt ¥ &hutchillpwhan everyone, including himself, had acknowledged as the maonéager

Villa and Flores, now claimed thates ifimpl y acted as an agent for t

D
—

t hat had Aadvanced [ money] f or?®°Heceuldnot,i péand
without its permission, have a new contract drawn up ie,thaiming the distance to Manila

was too great’* Churchill had had ample time to make changes: the commission had given him

o

since Adearly | ast Summer [sic] to comply, 6
receiving no reply until the day befones appearancé?Bar ri ng a fAo6substanti al
Churchill, the NYSAC would not budgé€ Flores and Villavere eventuallyallowed to fight but,
because Churchill és financial backers had dec
withheld payment until they were emend&tTwo more Churchilrun-ins with the NYSAC

over the next two years, badgadingt o Vi | | aés suspension in New Y

abrupt end, in September *ATPBr&4dlaysaftdrhitird | | ads Ame

suspension was announced, a rumour emergailla was returnindgnometo risk his title

%Mat hi son, #APancthm BdXAN lian | Ki Or@wemr e@l ass. o

S9A Chur chi ISli gMu N e WewCrork TimedDecember 13, 1922, seégports.

370 |bid.

371 |bid.

372 |bid.

373 |bid.

Al nsi sts on Chan gNew York TiBesDecemlmer 26,4922, sea. Sfortso

375 For these two subsequent episodes,i Bo xBandgy Bans Gar den, FWashinger, and 2
Post February 14, 1924, sec. SPORT SNew fostTiangdeebritayt4, ng Boar
1924, sec. SPORTS; #AVil | dewWord TimeMarch 2,4924, seSHORGSht on Coast
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against Sencio MoldeZé He sailed for the Philippines in late Octop@hurchill was not with
him 37

The next few months were fraught with uncertaifgports were few but they hinted at
friction.3”®On 26 Deember, an attempt by Churchill to have Villa fight an American opponent
in the Philippines was snuffed when he was fa
rather than Villa himself) that arrangements for the Moldez bout, promoted by Filipino
budnessman Vicente Mendoza Syquia, had been finali2éa that fight underwent several
postponements, Churchill awkwardhyedto cobbletogethercontestdor Villa statesidebut

eachattemptfoundeedb e cause he had fAdel ayed definitely ¢

[ Vi | | a6 s*PRghter and manager were still communicating but the pugiistin no

hurrytoreturn i n March 1925, he informed a disappr o)
remainingg n t he Phil i pThe smamagdréMadkemyi ng At hat
friction betweeno them, had replied by cablin
St ates] énext month, or at the eaanyimpdant possi b

outdoor match t3is coming season. 0

% Senci o Be aNavYdrbTemeSepteberR2, 41924, sSPORTS.
STAViIi Ll a6s Ho meNeW Yoik fimgOetokeryl 2, d924) sec. SPORTS.

38Seefl Per samms | a Po uThe Refenee®ctaber 29, 1924, http://nla.gov.au/nla.neawkicle136614455;
ABi ff SdneysSpostsmaNovember 4, 1924, http://nla.gov.au/nlaneavs t i cl e167184713; AVil
Trip Delayed. o

Aavilla to Defend Titl e JaNewYrk Tidegacenmber?7, ¥024dsecSenci o i n
SPORTS.

¥Seefi Ri ckard Arrange sNewWwYok3imesSMadecbm5 Cat#éd26, s-®ila. SPORTS
May Me et NewYorR TimeggMarech 24, 1925, sec. SPORTS.

¥liRoseiWbéftg May Meet in Ring. o
382 |bid.
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In April 1925, a month before the Moldez bout, Villa offered the last word in the Manila

Tribune*®*He b e ¢t aeems that@ertain scribes are tying [sic] to give me lessons of

gr at i*tThighad hapened beforeaVNhen news of Churchill és il 1l e
American repodr hadnearly praised Churchill for takilgmereh al f of Vil |l adés ear
may be al l right to protect prelimina®y boxer
Churchill had Ad6bui | t whildMillllaal éfbdyp occakreetfsu It hhea nodt

[ sic] #¥¢ hel ade[dtdloaiki ng a ri sk of [the] kind [ Churt
big percentage and he is surely not overstepping himself when he takes 50 per cent. [sic] for his
companyb6és endéHow many men would have g aken t
and Filipino boxers atthata s € C h u r c P Alftdr all doefare?Ghurchill had saved him,
Villa had been f0si mply an outcast. 60

Villa assured th@ribunet hat Churchill was still his man
signingéwitheéSyqui adhedamrdtmsviodl antye camy rafct w

mean to break withé[him].d He asserted that n

admiration | have for [him]é[Churchill] has d
doneél could havagémewen hattt dniarveed [tshe] crowned
It is one of the r ar erarér stikfor#snilely seingpuhmediatdd aH l6astlesswn v oi c e,

mediated than othérslue to its publication in a Philippine paper. The only ofinst-person account as extensive as
thisonei s A My Har deThéRing bughe autheénticityrobitephrasirigstrewn with colloquial
Americanisms and wiién as though it were a theatrical monologue questionabldt is written in a way that
suggests spoken English, rather than conveys it.

¥R Give To Mr. Churchil |l -Wh A ribun®Apel L0, 825Bel ongs To Hi m
35/ Gl eani n g sSpbring Glob@dAjpri 4, 1983, http://nla.gov.au/nla.nesasticle184806178.

386 | pid.

387 | bid.

388 | bid.
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sacri PPfAsedéce man who had Amade [Villa] a worl

entitled to his share of the ear ni rgWithHisr om t h

closingremarls, however Villa showed that he keenly understabeé rolethatrace anclass

hadplayed in determiningisp | ace i n pr i zeifiilg ham nngodts ah ireircahr cnme

how much | o wé& whMeevinciGghiaawardness df the agentic possibilities his

elite statusonferred upon himhinting that he had learned, bitterly, from his earlier expees

with Churchil |l : Al wondt take away #batleasm hi m w

what legally belongsto hilne mp h a s i ' Trag witbodit]Chuéchkill, there would likely

have been no worl dbés f | ywaeaithguhMilla, théreewoydsiuely Panc h

be no Frank Churchill, manager of the worl doés
It is unclear precisely what transpired between thee amy or all of the incidents related

above, and perhaps several others, may have pushed Yllaany, an innovator inside the ring

T to try something new outside of it, t68 TheTribunehadr e por t ed t hat Vil |l ads

Churchillhad beerset to expire on 16 October 1925 and the fighter, for whom Stewart Tait had

booked passage on tBeS. President Jefferstmreturn to Churchill, haladevery intention to

Aj ump his contractéby staying [ i n[thddadezl a] | on

bout é[ U] nless he is given a free handéhe will

3890 G| e a noimm gAsf afrr. o

3% |bid.
®liGive To Mr. Chur cpgsiTOHim-What aLégally Bel on
392 For examples of his ning innovativeness and originality, sé&ei c e , APancho WVirodthemds Great

possible explanationsee i Ri ckar d Pl anni mMegw YbrivbmeiMay 19,d492R sea. SRORDS;

AOPunc hmd PRasmses Ono; fPancho ViThélabooDaily MwembeB26c1R24,t o Mani

http://nla.gov.au/nla.newa r t i cl e239884133; Frank G. Menk¢&heRdefeey wei ght
March 7, 1923, http://nla.gov.au/nla.neesdicle’2 8 1 1213 6; AHi s | NewvorkTinfletaxed Twi ce,

December 6, 1924, sec. AMUSEMENTS HOTELS AND RESTAURANTS.
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champ¥thre.iada professional relationshayp would no
howeveri t woul d end, brut al Inngtofightonbe nidreundees 6 s deat
Chur chi | |lbisunknowsvaiet @der Vill ads trip |l ed to bet
return but, if nothing else, we may recall that Churchill had often attempted, unsuccessfully, to
bring a woi andyd swotril tdlGeto thedPhilippmestbe/illatMoldez fight was

the first worl dbés c ha’hphatadwas hot ppomaten bytCawschill st aged
possessor of MAone oft hteh emalna rwgheos th abdo xmamdge sfitnaob Is
ambitionéeto corner all of the titles in the |
Orient bBut by a Filipino businessman, and that Vittae fAb oy wkkocording to Ca
Al cott , Awas formerly a bootblack on téde Lune

helped securiés occurrence was, perhaps, precisely the Féint.

\BAViIlla May Jump Cont rTdbang Aphili4t1825,Fr ank Churchill , o
https://gpa.eastview.com/crl/sean/?a=d&d=trmal925@104.3.
MipPancho Villa Wil |l TbheOGnhaMornifig Be¢Jenuafyl2s, $925We e k , 0

¥R Glick to Make BiNgwYotkTiesar lememberghv, 01927, sec SPOR
Aspires to BdheGlobgi tDre cleynbeh, 8, 1923; Alcott, fABoxing i
Villabds Victory Over Jimmy Wilde.od
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Conclusion
We began with ghosts; we shall conclwdé one, tooln late 1942 and early 1943
around the time Runyon published his column on Sarmiento, Villa, and Chutahilanila
Tribuned s r &veaulll bavesseen advertisements forapeomingring debut of Pancho Villa,
Jr,, son of the late charmgn 2*¢ Villa, Jr.,if he read theTribune mayhave chanced upon
something elsean adfor a double bilof championship fight filrs, onefeatuing his late father
and a Lupe Vélez pictuia the Radio Theatréeaturingafi per s analtk ati on, 06 court
managemenfi Pa n ¢ h o tMgid ybuachandeto.see your beloved father. FREE [sic]
admission for YOU [sic] upon presentation of credenti&ldt is unknown ifheever took up
theoffer to casthis eyesi at no chargé on theflickering ghost of &ather he hadcarcely,
perhapsever known.
When Runyon published his colunilla had been dead forearly twenty yeardrom
existinginjuriesaggravatediuring a fight he had refused to put @fhurchillhad beeread for
ten3*®Vi | | a6 s shadthosda osansof hispeer$ had not even outlived hirhis return
stateside | i k e Shad bean tomneplendtshis fortuffFlr i ends o0 st ated that
Aspent his ring earnings s o oreheengagediryhistastat he

contesto under Churchill s auspices who, afte

3%sSeei Ad for Boxing at the RTribund Bemembal ZBpnil948tadPam
Ma k e D €ribung Jaruary 1,194 abanel ads son al so ,icabhnebsa drpr obed
Littl e To mmmbpuneaSeptdtiber ) 1937, httpld.gov.au/nlanewar t i cl e249677327; HASpC
S o r Tribyné May 21, 1938, http://nla.gov.au/nla.needicle249863355.

A Ad f or Ra dribune Jaruanalo, 3. o

3% Severalexplanationemerged abowvhy Villa chose to fight thatight, but eachinvolved some element of the

twin ethe of individualism and sacrifice thalsocoloured, explained, and justifiede deaths of Cabanela and

Moldez. Seefi Spor t s: IVaristy (b Angetes) Wnited Btates: Penske Business Corporation, July 15,

1925); Nat FIl ei sThehRing, Seps eibeBed P&, O PanohdNewer ating
York TimesJuly 15, 1925, sec. SPORTS; EspMwmam,Cr eat i ng Masculinity jn Los Ang
1023 ; Dorgan, AGrim Reaper Removes Two Fistic Starsbo; F
Waslington Evening Stalduly 15, 1925.
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ment3¥The extent of Churchil |l 6s (oars sainsytopnnec ee |isne 6t

earnings is unknowrLack of financial@isciplingdhowever soon becamget another hallmark

of Filipino pugilistic identity®In 1936, Tod Morgan, a dtabtefner me m

provided uncommon access(tbnot quite utommon insight intpthe spending habits of

Ch ur c h ipiholfighters™\V il |i hllagédprofligacywas a trait shared tmostall his

compatriotsi n Mo r g a n &kurclillovasahe pdtipon manager who had kept Villa

from buying a car for a showgirl and given stern lectur@stablematéJohnny Hill about the

evils of horseracing*?Mor gan noted that A[ m]ost ofeéethe | it

but they took it very Ilightly, using the same

me not sorry novd 4 concludingthat Samientq ashadhis compatriotsfi r e a that izhe dad

remained in the Islands he would p*obably hav
Mo r g a n 6 s wasrhe #nal ioop énwhe discursive legerdendeployedabout

Filipino prizefighters The spor prizedindividualism butf i g hsuceessedwere never wholly

their own they could be attributed o 6 1 thi(swmcativated)Filipino ability orto handlers

who appropriatedhecolonials t ad ie®s| usi onar yFira@lcfasrespd nar r at i v

however, were always their owneither the tutelary project, howevative its role, nor the

sport, had failed thepior bothhadgraftedand (re)produagpotent, exculpatory discourses that

¥Tod Morgan, fNat i Thesabor BailyAprib22,51936, http:Anfagaer.audnla.news
article237773231iFi nanci al m&Ent opdnosBbxems Are Popular with th

“WONumbers for Villads c aXl®0d6o over $2aP,00ehenrné diediere remaingde f r om $
anywhere betwee$6,000 to $10,00(6ee Fr ank G. Menke, fAThe Bi g Motfhhey Won by
RefereeDecember 26, 1923, http://nla.gov.au/nlaneamst i cl e128110747,; Henry L. Farr e
Succeed Pancho WealtldSiar t DulRy n5 Ti 19250 fiDemp-Pietwe t o Take (

Nos &eG®lobe July 17, 1925; Franci s TheRibgOrctebark®25i , fAl n Our Qu
“¥IMor gan, fiNativesd Furious Finance. 0

402 | pid.

403 | pid.

404 |bid.
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ensuredfailuredwas always individualized and complicity, always absolRajilistic

profligacy, like pugilistic indiscipline, was commonplace but what were, in other cases,

individual proclivities became, for Filipinos, yet another inescapably collective feature that

ensured theirsucces r e x p | ai n e ® Adirheeeryothed dpleeie bf interactiai,

Filipino prizefightingb pr ogr ess 6 had been, acinmweagsuiablydy t o J 0O ¢
their contact with Americansneasured bypenchmarksvhich, unl i ke t he stateods
immutable, andthanks to Villahadbeenreached® Yet, despite their reality andmutability,

they had provejustas illusory a®therbenchmarksin attributing Filipinoring succes$o an

G nnated predisposition t o fothgyhaddcaogizedtheo ught by
Philippine past as an endleasdifferentiatedprimevalnight of Darwinian strugglan linking

@rogreséto Filipino physicality, theyhadcolonizedthe futureby suggestinghat other, less
corporeabenchmarks were stiland perhaps foreveout of reachThe tragic demise of an elite

few, the unglamorous pesng life or destitution of several others, and the complete anonymity
ofmostit hese most visible exemplars of Philippin
humblest classésat the conclusionf, or even during, their carearsay have suggested that
Filipino 0 cramaiaaproblgmdof Amnericdn dovernment for years to caimer

fate ®aledi dead, broke, or anonymoughey could no longer be redeemed in the present

thefuture.

WEornafdi al disciplined as a staealln EsSt LumbaMooetaryal rul e i n
Authorities: Capitalism and Decolonization in the American Colonial Philipp{Pesham and London: Duke
University Press, 2022).

Wat er man, AEvioilpiti @mnBmxXer.h@d Fi
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By the |l ate 1940s, Churchill and Taitds op
OFi l-aspr haef i ght am is featores soopdinstakyngly cultivated and so often
invokedi had outlived them®’In 1947,the disappointing firstound knockout oFilipino Flash
Sebastiamythenwor | dds wel ter wei ght ¢ kcanpgladihenRn@Sugar 0
Ted Carroll toreconsider the history of Filipino prizefighteiBhe Philippines were no longer
producing as many fightees beforenoranyoiVi | | ads or ChuCamok| ads cal i
exhortedreadersi A vi ew of pr ewvioo uisr ea cah ine vae rheeratl st ,hoy r e
Fi | i pSebastisndad proved the exception rather than thefoulaost Filipino fighters
Carroll notedwere fast, aggressivand known crowspleaserg? Over the decades, these
gualities would béransfomedi nt o a | ess overtly racializing c
one begins to see during the Second World.Whathadonceb e e n 60 r acquieklyé f eat u:
becamdhed n a aléfeatures of a brave allyation, not phenotype, determined gr oup 6 s
inherent(or inherited)tenacity?®® Submerged, thee featuresvould graduallylose importance
over the decades, but they have not entirely disappaadeid, heir continued saliendg

il lustrated by b o 2(dl3adiclevon Philippine bokm%f e | Collinsé

W7Seefil n Manilaod; fACradle of P. 1. Boxing Game May Be Me
Carroll, AFighting Filipinos

4®Thischange from 6racial tenacityd to o6cultural tenacity
has produced prizefighteragr oup 6s O mar t i al c udfdlderraeial dscoarses and aipgotucta h o | d
ofthatgr oupb6s continuing socioeconomic di sadvanRahgre or mar
socioeconomic dadvantage anarginalizatiorfurnish the ideal conditions in which psoduceindividual fighters

but rarely considered asthe progenor of a gr o u prévdingirfsteagl b comvengent adjuhctou r e , 6
catalyst to what is, allegedly, a cultural inheritance from time immem&uoakxamples of this chander

Filipinos,seeEIl | i ot Met c al f Tacom®himedDé&c e mbaem. 2.0!,, d941; Lewis F. A
Die in Ring, Too, Washingtom Evering Stax Mair c e n8l,erl 4 2 ; Runyon, AT
Filipino Fighter Loves His War Job. o

410 The diminished importance 6fi | i pif n g & i Imgrizefightingdiscoergds likely attributable to th

less@medprominence of Filipinos in theportuntil the mid1980s:between the 1940s andd®, there wereseveral

notable world-classFilipino fighters but noneas prominent a¥illa had been or as Pacquiao would become

Moreover, themost famous Filipino prizefightdretween the 1940sand 1980sss Gabr i el wbdsd as hd EI
style was nothing like the swarming, aggressityde ofseveralbf many ofhis predecessarsr of Pacquiao.

104



The article beginsvi t h  Co |l | i n shiselevenday Visit te the Rhibppines in
2004where, accompanied by th@nesident Gloria Macapagalrroyo, heawardedvianny
Pacquia, thec o u n greatest and most famous prizefighter, Wittt Ring s wor | d 6 s
featherweight championshgi MalacafiangPala@*** C o | | dépaysdmnens equalled only by
his delight at the pageantapdt h e we | ¢ 0 me[s]podswhtees@me not eersidered
dignitaries in the Western world, but | was treated like visiting royadtyhoing, almost a
centurylate;, t he boxi ng préedecessoeswhohadalsosvéxedpoetic hbiowt
theirtreatment? Collins revels in higby his own admissigrundeservedole asa dignitaryd
t hroughout t he i widtedcdleoammiscent df theafareavell@ivien a 0O
Cabanelar the celebrationsfVi | | adsiasr iiwmphual |y every move |
headlinenews o0 attention he attributes. o fAthe Filig
As Collinsponders whethéfilipino star Nonito Donairgvould measure up to his
forebears, he | ocates the sbourfictceh earfe tihsi sn ofi adboiu
is from the same t r agredecessoppnewhichfCollinsckimgigges men o a
backt o | egendary chi ef ttatherSpahisihpRuizefiglatipgumdypean esi st an
Americanimport, but Filipinos pose s s inlerent fighting spirifemphasis addéd,ewen if

Amost ohavefsrgotiea whaproud warriord=ilipinos were before beingubjugated by

4INji gel Collins, f@AHistory Defines Love of Boxing in Phi
https://www.espn.com/boxing/story/_/id/9155189/histdefineslove-affair-boxing-philippines.

Llpid.For ear |l i er besxdn gheddamanreceivedin the Philippines, 8#a,k er , fABoxi ng:
Doingsin Manila-Chat wi th Bail i euo; AHarry MHelBesi aggdWdrlacd ey G
15, 1919.

“3Coll i ns, f@AHistory Defines Love of Boxing in Philippines

414 |bid. In fairnesso Collins: Filipino authors Joaquin Jay Gonzalez Il and Angelo Mevito,co-wrote From

Pancho to PacquiadPhilippine Boxing In and Out of the Rimghilst working in academié Gonazlez as an

associate professor of politics at the University of San Francisco and Merino as an adjunct professor for courses at

the same institutioh have made a similar claim, even preposterously suggestingithag ] enet i cal 'y, fr onr
Paayuiao, Filipino boxers must have inherited their distinct sigbiid) and powellakag from the cunning Lapu

L a p u.,Gon&lke=zlll and Merindsrom Pancho to Pacquia@.
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modern weapons wielded by imperialisgis nd eed ,nabef ed 8 WéRQ@oetts, 0 a s
had put italmost a century earliewere made usele$$.The story of Philippine boxing, theis,
almostoneof6 pr i mi ti venessd | ost indhepgrizedipgforesent i venes s ¢
Al c]enturies of oppressirsam dumaer ttadhlereawamid o th
spirit,6an inheritancfromo p-meder whit ghofAi nst ead has been shal
desperation that leads tsvdathavewe-got-to-lose mentalityso noticeable imost ofithe

Phi |l i popxersf eanplhasi® added] . o

Collinsthen turns, shadmany of hispredecessoris the sporting pres$o a non

Filipindedbenerpant Atneri can journali st amostd9 has |
[siclyears 6 f or a#t’dletdhowgh glhdnot everyeée[Filipino]é
Pacquiap ¢sdysL e r n there is ai @arthgrittinessa bout Fi | i pialwaysfigbtx er s ét |

with their hea*¥ler menr fawuddc ldu csgpd atyh &@t0 because j
proud history in the Phil i ejurenaersdifsi glletegprlsy i n
intrinsically know it the Philippines was, is, and always willdserious boxing country that

produces exciting, world | a s s fiFgriCollies, the conolusion Emplet A wi t h an

annual per capita income of $2,5@0ere ino shortage of recrudts i n s hort, fAt he fu
45Col lins, AHistory Defines Love of Boxing in Philippin
418 |bid.

417 bid. No Filipinos, however, were asked what boxing meant to the Philippines and to Filipinos. For examples of
white ®exfpeRHhisl i p p(@and Elipipomprizefighfeisfigr the 1929s,sed)i | | s, AFi |l i pi no E
I nvasion Comingo; Gol dner ,WhfoFiAniapiynzoess TCoaau s@asmeB,e hS anyds S
Al cott, ABoxing in Philippines Got Big I mpetus with Vil
“8Coll i ns, f@AHistory Defines Love of Boxing in Philippines

49bid. Lerneralsoc | ai ms the sport has qidthecpuntmeubfails tmexplaahovdor s i gni f i
why this is so.
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Philippine boxi“fHThe futuweookHlipinos andrhe $hilippindsiwever

remains unclear

One may askvhy, in a sporso irequitableand exploitativeone shouldocus on
discourse and identities with little relevarmgside of it hope to havehownthatprizefighting
discourse and prizefighting identities matiecause one need not scratch too hard to uncover

their deeply troubling rootsheir stubborn persistence in only slightly altered guisetheir

openconcealmenodf global economic inequitiemnd imperial legacie€ o | | i ns & c¢cl ai m tF
Al c] ent ur i e viasmtfquetiegFp rl @ spsiinoo,s® | nherent marti al
nati onal income as a barometer for prizefight

elision: empirds acknowledged but its effects are ambiguousappkar divorced, throughe
caesuraf national independenc&om neocolonial relatins*** 6 iherendFilipino martial
prowesgnanifested in the ringneanwhile gxist before and outside of tima history,
something retained despite empire, rather than producedtbgwould-be victimof and

bulwark against imperialispratherthan itseffed.*?? Finally, L e r nponrayaof the

“2Col lins, fHistory Defines Love of Boxing in Philippin

421 For an overview of the integration of the Philippines into a global capitalist economy from the Spanish colonial
period to the present, the deepening of its dependence on an export economy under U.S. rule, and the continuation of
these conditions postdependence, seBhilip F. Kelly,Landscapes of Globalization: Human Geographies of

Economic Change in the Philippinfisew York: Routledge, 2001), 186. For other succinct summaries lvia

focus on the impactsf these developments labour migration, sedames A. TynefThe PhilippinesMobilities,

Identities, GlobalizatiofNew York: Routledge, 2009), 149; James A. TyneMade in the Philippinef_ondon

and New York: Routledge, 2004),iA2. For an account of currency devaluation, wegghuction and World Bank

and IMF policies irthe Philippines further deepening its dependence on an ex@nted economy, seRBobin
Broad,Unequal Alliance: The World Bank, The International Monetary Fund, and The Philipjfedeley:

University of California Press, 1988),i13b, 54 93, 105 26, 180, 19596. For an account of monetary policies

during the Americarolonial period, sed,umba,Monetary AuthoritiesFor an example of the elision ibfiperial

effectsin popular cultureseeAmy Kapl an, #Ao6Left Al one with Americad: Th
Amer i can CultluréswfrUaitedStatemimpalism, ed. Amy Kaplan and Donald E. Pease (Durham: Duke
University Press, 1993), 1&9.

422| do not contend thajroups, nations, or cultures do not or cannot maagtial traditions, simply that notions of
theirinherence especially in prizefightingare constructions.
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Philippines as perennialproducer of prizefightersbscuresanimperial history that was deeply
constitutiveof its transformation inta virtual market for bodiefor the prize ring??
Prizefighting identitie$ and their histaesi supportJ ohn Hober mands cont e
despite pretensions to the contrdiyi, nt e r r & a meacbloniglist@nterprise, both as an
economic operation and as a cultural time capsuiéhich the colonial ideology of race lives
o n ptis] a merciless labor market that offers limited opportunibdsarge numbers of
financially desperate athts.6*?* Prizefighting identitiesnatter because they are sotface
projectionsthey are ways of thinkingnddoingwhich, crystallizedand institutionalizedhrough
business practicebecomancredibly productivanatrices through which identities become
reified.*® They mattepreciselybecausetheirl i mi t ed | mpact on the d6dout s
notwithstanding, thegontinue to confineomeof themore politicallydiserfranchisedand
financially vulnerableindividualsof any societyi already engaged indangerous practidgeto
their bodiesor, more aptly, to apecificanddamninglyimmutablevision of their bodiegas an
envelope botmore powerful and less vulnerable than othargsion thamasksts
degeneratiomo all but (and, sometimesyento) its possessomakingits ultimate destruction all

the mordragic*?

2 First World and Third World poverty have become merg
affluence to produce a ma x iboxingns theicdtlral prddact of atglokeal peplitical f e s si 01
economy which determines considerable social inequalities. [Its] subculture grows where poverty stands in the
shadow of a SdgdenBoxing &and SocisyE38, 195.

424Hobeman,Dar wi n 6 s 128.This dbughtnet ® suggest thainterracial spod shouldnot exist simply that
these effects are not unintended.

425h P o vkmowledge relations are ns¢lf-evidentmodes of distributionthey are transformativea t r i(«lLess . 0
relations de pouvoisavoir ne sont pas des formes données de répartition, ce sont des matrices de transformation. »)
SeeFoucaultLa volonté de savairl31.

426 Evenin the pugilistic realmthere are nonso credulous talaim that prizefighting does not draw from and
exploitsocioeconomic disadvantagwizefighting identities lionizeandnaturalize (in the dual sense of accepting it

as a inalterable realityandima ki ng t he pr i z eoflucthtanddurn itinto a codpetdiveur al 6 pr
advantagethey do nobbscure exploitatiorhutrender itsarget(the fighter)virtually impervious to itIn these
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Yet thedangers inherent to prizefightinipe origins of its identitiesor the reasons
undergirding their reproductishould not, perforce, lead us to condatr to seek its
abolition, as some havdidyouglt to, howevergive us pause about two thinjsFirst, they
should compel us tofenvisiont he s p or toGsa ca astéoomas one Steps into a prize
ring, one already gives more of oneself than most would ever dare give in a lifetime. ke mig
knowingit is inextricably linkedto notions of bodiesthar e pur ported]y O6desig
reconceiveof 6 s a ¢ rasnéithecnmor@nor lesghan one is willing to givat any timehowever
little that maybe or unsatisfactory that may praweg h e  sfqgllawers, énd eveto manyof
its practitionersif nothing elseit would, at leastallow for a notion of sacrifice thatoesnot

depend orthe possibility ofchildren never knowing their parertt Second, we might

formulations, thd i g hverg présence the ringsuggestthey have risen abowmmnditionsfar more damaging
dangerous, and @uuitablethan those they might face scombat

427 For this view, se, especiallyjSammonsBeyond the Ring250 51; SugdenBoxing and Sociefyl 95 96.
Arguments f or tfdil ®congiderthttd st haeb odleistiiroen f or soci al pr e
socioeconomic circumstancasdhave historicallyevolved around he vi ol ati on of At he
sacredness of thiedividual self and of [their] corporeal envelgpéften depicting, moreovethe practitioneas
unwitting or unaware, something which ethnographic research has categorically disgiogenp or t 6 s i | |l usor vy
promises of fortune and social prestaye paverful precisely because they are foundetkality: the craft of

boxingtruly doesallow individuals to fashion an entirely ngaysical and socidleingand has indeedt the risk

of sounding mawkishgiven purpose and value to tliges of many(a clam, howevermade too liberally with little,

if any, statistical evidence to suppis extensivene3sThe business of pefighting, as Aboth [t he] pr o
[t he] prédgbeei box o ngf snuHiscealitytheselrgustificatibnifonitd renewalin society

(althoughits appealvould likely neither suffer nor gain froeeasing to lamely deploy these justificatipfts its

appeahas precious little to do with thgnMostboxers never become, nor even attempieimome, professionals

andare likeliersparedhe mostdevastating consequenagfghe trade (which cannot be made any less dangerous if

it is to remain the same tragd#)ose whaconsent to becoming professiondiswevernheed notlso conseno

manufactured identitiegvhich, in the Philippines, were wrought, partly, through the recruitmeneéacauragement

of impressionable youth whose own consent, if not nonexistent, cannot but have been vitiated by dint of their age

and social circumstaeg that havdionized their socioeconomic circumstances, heroizei tiing submission to
punishmentnormalized, dampened, or trivializéd effects, andarystallizedit in specificbodies Prizefighting

openly recognizes its exploitation disadvatage but it need not revel in the identitjiaghich are imperial legacies,

that simultaneouslyliscure, celebrate, and naturalizenie need not ban prizefighting, but we might ban its inane

fantasies. For the passages cited in this footnoteY@e; quant , fAPugs at Wor k: Bodily C
Among Professi onalBoxBgankSodensd. 91; Sugden,

stige
bourg

428 Ring deaths of course, are rather igjuentand neither they, ndhechronic health issues stemming from the
sport arealwaysthe result of this sacrificial ethois is simply that one should not encouragttudes(which,
admittedly,have dwindled, and which many fighters, past andgmefavebravelyrefused taadhere t) identities,
and postures thacrease their likelihooddne ma readily critique this stance as nalvecausenanyproperly
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reconsider thappeal ofandneed forwidely applicable, contexdpecific identitie§ lucrative

and dtractive pften, even tahose to whom they applgs they may bé into which individuals

might befunneled and against which thage measuredilthoughthese identities have provided
opportunities fogroups to craftcounterhegemonidnarratives, thie origins preclude their

alterationinto anything but an extension, however masked, of earlier discdGmamter
hegemoniénarrativesareladen with liberatory potentiddut canalsoleadto (or, more aptly,

validate)the confinemenb f a parti cul ar kind Thdsewhargi | i st i c
invested with(andoften compelledo embody theseiounterhegemonidnarrativesnay indeed

feel (or be depictedas though they have nothing to lose; in trintecbye mp i ghests s

andbound byimperiallegaciesbartering withwhati s of t en t heir sol e poss

c a p i thegstanddo lose everyting.

trained fighterdave effectively suppressedetinstinctfor selfpreservation that wouldormally compelthemto
yield. For examples of h resengireeringisee,OatesOnBoxing 108; Wacquant, APugs at Wo
and Bodily Labour Amo in89;, WRcquaritEBodysRiSou495. Boxer s, 6 82
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ACPI | nf | atri. ®n ACxlecswslealt December 20, 202 2.

https://www.bls.gov/data/inflation_calculator.htm.

119



ADefinition of SPIGOTTY. 0 Accessed December 1
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https://www.espn.com/boxing/story/_/id/9155189/histdefineslove-affair-boxing
philippines.

Cunneen, Chris. ACoride&t2t3)AusvaliiniDictomarybfr anci s ( 18
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Visual Appendix

Here, the reader will find visual artefaetscountereduringresearctihat were not the object of
director sustained scrutinin this thesisThereademay peruse, at their leisui@jvertisemerst
andcartoons, and gazénally, after all the distortiongxaggerationsandfabricationsupon the
facesi bright, smilingi of threeyoungmen whomet a dark end.

l. The Ring

e —— |

LOUIS-GALENTO FIGHT PICTURES

CEFERING GARCIA
FILIPING MIDDLEWEIGHT
COMTENDER AND MASTER
OF THE BOLD PUNCH

Ceferino Garcia, NYSAC whoddlHaE@ s
and inventor ,of dalhso Owsod b by nC€
Gavilan, whose swingingmotios uggest ed t he ar ¢
macheteGarcia was the rare fighter whtethis greatest success more
than ten years after the start of his careefand his longevity,
contrasted with thallegeddo r api d mat ur ati onéo
mentioned iarTéed!| €arfé&ilgdsing
conclusiorto this thesisGarciaalsoreportedlyworked as a bodyguard
for Mae WestThe Ring September 1939. This image was takem
Boxrec.com(https://boxrec.com/wiki/images/5/51/39Sep.jpg).

Pancho Villa on the cover of the January 19
editionof The Ring a few short months after
he clainedthe American flyweight crown.
The magazine was inaugurated in 1982
covers remained quite staid until the 1930s,
after whichlavish, fulkcolour illustrations
were the nornfseeexample on the right
This image was taken froBoxrec.com
(https://boxec.com/wiki/images/5/52/23Jan.|
9)-
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Cartoon published in the September 1925 isst@efRing following
Vill abds deat h Therargédrilikeness stéindstintstark
contrast to theaciaizeddistortionspresented byhetwo smallerones
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This imaggDecember 1925xnd the one below (October 1925)
werepart of a series of advertisementsach oneiniquei published
in The Ringnagazine throughout the year 198% recently retired
worlld@sht wei ght champi on Beumseaey
The advertisemés illustrate the confluence of social Darwinigith
the new masculinereedof physical fithessind martial vigourThis

one begins, ALIFE [sic] .| 868
fight, fight, from the cradle to the grave.industry, in business, in
the professions, itds a strug

positions himself asui generisand wholly replicableremindng
sceptical readers thdtl was o nc e, thatiiditl waars(
who discovered ways of trainingmybgdy but t hat h
to Adi sclose these secretso t
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Benny Leonardédveonsiutyonni KwooHekddg, |
AYou will al wa ybothin businessand with ganrfailaovigien
unl ess you fix up that bldisihpmedraining o
coursewhich used some boxing techniquess also promoted bihe Rin@ s
editorin-chief, Nat Fleischer, who intimated the biopolitisgjnificancewith
which some hathvestedboxing and prizefighting when, in higlitorial for

April 1925 hee x cl ai med that i f people ad
palefaced, salbbw-cheeked, dyspeptic individuals should be greatly

di mi ni shed. 0
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Boxing trainer Jimmy DeForest alsffered readers a home training prograr
HoweverwhileL e onar déds was f or pandevennal
cateredtowomen) DeForest 6s was ai med at
the explodingmoderrnbusiness of boxingvhosep a st  fénveete fiao d :
inferiort o t h o s eDeBofesstmaltreequslyiormalizes prizefighting
labour asatradealmostlike any othel(which one can perforimdefinitely
from week to week, and month to month, earning purses as one earns a
and exceptionalizesitasne wher e t he figander 0:
respasibilityarepar amount: AThe successfu
man[sic], and t he wiheRingFekruay 2025. i t . 0
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Il. The Olympic Athletic Club

Group photo of Olympic Athletic Club officials and fighters.
The maratwhom the arrow is pointing was Rufe Turner, a
black American boxer who fought in the Philippines and, lat
served as a trainer. The ¢
with educa¢ d e | b o w saadefensevd techngquet o
involving his elbows, which he hadlegedlydeveloped.
Churchill is the man with the straw hat and white suit.

Manila Tribune 3 March 1937the picture howeverjs much
older).
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Portraits of the Tait brothers. The first portrait on the left is of
Stewart Tait, frond May 1928, while the centre portrait and the
on the right are of Edwin and Stewart Tait, respectively, 26m
March1944. All three were published irhe Billboard

magazinein articles whose primary focus wiash e

br ot

carnival promotion, illustrating the extent to which batbre
ensconced in the entertainment induganyd not merely, or even

primarily, prizefighting).

127

An advertisementfod Chur ¢ h
Enterprises 6 publ i she:u
January 1929 edition dthe Ring
Churchill is pictured at bottom right;
Speedy Dado, one of the more
prominent members of the Churchil

Gtabld i n t heisdhawh &
top left while Ignacio Fernandez, or
of Villadés 6ésucc
top right.



Olympic Stadim

LADIES' NIGHT
Ladies admitted free to balcony when
accompanied by escort

Velgas F‘g&mandez' _
Terrible Terio

(a slug-fest-=that's all)

Litle v!]nrlez |
ige
Ten (10) Other Boats

Advertisements for upcoming fight cards at the Olynginted
in theCablenewsAmerican The one on the left (26 Novembet
1919) announces an upcoming
Villa andopponent Baguio Bearcats a O paper w
The advertisemdrat centre (15 October 1919) announces a
6vacuumwei ghtd bout and a ¢
(29 October 1919nnouncea O vacuumwei ght
unusual exhibition wherene Stiff Irineo will take on four
fighters for two rounds apiec®n Al adi es 6 ni
accompanied by an escort were given free admission to the
balcony simultaneously showcasing the effamade by
promoterst@ ¢ | e an u pndappeal &a beoader base
andi t s f unda me n tnaurelfintinghaisa, that u |
despite these efforti,was not safe or desirable for women to
attend unescorted) The tagline fAFi gh
almosteveryadvertisement.
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