


















 



 



 



 



 

 



 



 

  



 



 



 

 



 



 



 



 



 

 It seems important to note here that this problem is not only associated with the internet. Doctors’ information on 
endometriosis can often also be incomplete, inaccessible, and prone to misinterpretation. As I will explore more in 
this dissertation, many of my interviewees went to doctors who gave them misinformation about the disease. 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 Traveling out of country is a decision many Canadians face due to the lack of specialized surgeons in the country 
and long wait times (myself included). These limitations have only increased during the COVID-19 pandemic, 
which led to the start of the “Out of Country Endometriosis Excision Surgery Fund” (“OOC Excision Fund” n.d.). 
This fund is open to anyone in the world and was started by Christina Paruag, a Canadian who used GoFundMe to 
pay for an out-of-country excision surgery during the pandemic. She had already waited 4 years for surgery at the 
time and her kidneys were at risk of failing. When I first wrote this footnote, I never thought I would go out of 
country for care. Now, as I edit it, I’m three months out from my own out-of-country surgery. 



 



 

 Academic research into endometriosis care for transgender, non-binary, and genderqueer individuals is thoroughly 
lacking. 



 



 



 



 



 

 



 



 



 

 The side effects of treating endometriosis symptoms with medication can impact more than just mental health, 
however I focus on mental health here to illustrate a particular kind of medical bias that is tied to the history of 
hysteria. Although hormonal treatments and medications are helpful for some people with endometriosis, the 
negative mental side effects of birth controls and GnRH antagonists/agonists were a recurring theme in my 
interviews and surveying, as well as (to be completely frank) my own life. 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 Much of this project is indebted to the continued work that my participants and others do to share accurate 
information about endometriosis. There were so many times throughout my project that these social media posts 
provided me with the perfect pathway through the research I was doing and I’m incredibly lucky for all this work 
that has come before me and been made accessible. 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

Although endometriosis communities exist in many different languages, these differences create some separations 
within the worldwide endometriosis community. Due to the limits of this project, I have focused only on English-
centred groups. Future research is needed to explore how communities may differ between languages.



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 This is, of course, quite contrary to the way that knowledge is produced in parts of western medicine. 
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