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This presentation will look at Rétrofictions / Re Fictions / Fictions (2012-2019) 
as a collaborative artists’ publication and as a creative space made possible by
the erasure of history.

• Background context

• Rétrofictions as a collaborative, single-volume publication (2012)

• Re Fictions (v. 2) and Fictions (v. 3)

• Thinking thoughts

Objective

Outline

The past is a foreign country; they do things differently there.

-- L.P. Hartley (from The Go-Between, 1953)



Young girl in white sitting on
a tricycle
2007
Found photograph, acrylic paint
15.3 x 10.2 cm 

Young woman in long skirt 
(white) with black buttons 
2007
Found photograph, acrylic paint
9.7 x 7 cm 

Two men holding unknown items 
2008
Found photograph, acrylic paint
12.8 x 8.9 cm 

Modified found photographs 2007 -



Rétrofictions

John Latour, introduction & photos

fictions:

Jennifer Allen
Marina Endicott
Cynthia Imogen Hammond
Lea Nakonechny
Eduardo Ralickas
Jean-Éric Riopel 

Jeff Kulak, design collaboration

Montréal: Latour, 2012



Personal effects, by Lea Nakonechny

Mother (or Woman?) Holding
a Blurry Baby in Her Arms
2011
Found photograph, acrylic paint
9 x 12.7 cm

“… She removes the little mirror from its ragged brown velvet pouch, catching her 
reflection for an instant. Turning it over, she finds a wallet-sized black and white 
snapshot nestled safely in it. In that moment she gets a flash of recognition across 
time and space, as bright as the light in the mirror.”



Roland Barthes’s “Reflexions on Two Women 
on a Canoe” (1934) by Eduardo Ralickas

“I stare at the two women on a boat. I look 
away. I look again. They’re still looking at me: 
every time my eyes fall upon theirs, there is a 
flash of recognition: we glance at one another 
here and now.”

Deux femmes dans un bateau
2010
Found photograph, acrylic paint
9 x 12.7 cm



Re Fictions cover & title-page Montréal: Latour, 2018 Interventions in Leah Nakonechny’s Personal Effects.

Fictions cover & title-page Montréal: Latour, 2019 
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Digitized copies can be downloaded for free through Artexte’s e-artexte: 

• Rétrofictions (2012): https://e-artexte.ca/id/eprint/23674/

• Re Fictions (2018): https://e-artexte.ca/id/eprint/29677/

• Fictions (2019): https://e-artexte.ca/id/eprint/30453/

The end.

Thank-you!
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